|

i
1

[ THE NATRS.]

HISTORY OF THE

[a.n. 1850,

| ave the chief landowners, and monopolise

| newly all offices under the Sirkar, to none
[ of whieh is a Shapar, however intelligant,

ever admitted, Asg a body, although there
may be a few praiseworthy exceptions, the
Sudray are proud, nppressive, corrupt, and
cowardly ; ignorant in the extrerse ; scarcely
ever leaving their own distriet, and treat-
ing the lower castes with great insolence
and tyranny.  On the other hand, the
Shanars have been for years increasing in
intelligence, wealth, and generil respecta-
bility. Many have availed themselves of

. the ednecation offergd them; and many

uiso have put themselves under regulur
Christian instruction

In former times, whea ecaste prejudices
were in their full vigour in Travancore,
the man or woman who lad the misfortune
to be of an inferior order in regard of birth,
was searcely vecoguised, by the prond and
exclusive. Nairs, as forming part of the
human speties; and to such a height did
their arvogance extend, as to declare it a
serigus ofience for femaies of the Shanar
caste Lo appear in public with any covering
ahove the waist, having the whole of the
upper part of the body perfectly nude, as a
wark of their inferiority. The practice
had, however, under the moralising in-
fluence of Christianity, gradually fallen into
disuse; and the Shanar people awakening
to a sense of the decencies of life, and
especially such of them as eame under the

spiritual direction * of the Euglish 1is- |

sionaries, were led to assame au attire con-

| sistent with femivine delicacy. This im-

proved state of things continued for some
time, and gradually extended to females
wio were mot members of the Christian

chureh, but yet had the modesty of their |

sex. At length some of the higher class of
uative society began to look with jealousy

eentraland southern divisions, Notwithstanding the
aceession of Clhristiang, Jews, and Mohammedans,
she great mass of the population of Malubar are
still Rindoos. ' And, 'as already remarked, the
distinetions of easte umangst them are kept up with
the utmost stvictness.  The distances—so many steps
or paces—within which an individual of an inferior
may not approach one of 'a superior paste, are defined
with the most scrupulous nicety. The distinetive
ngmes of the castes arei—1. Na
mans; 2. Nairs, or Budrass 3. 'iars, who are free cul-
tivators of the land; 4, Mulears, who are musicians
end conjurors, or jugglers, and alsp fiee men; &,
Foliars, or Shanars-—sinves, mastly attachéd to the
gpil, and considered as Below oll caste, And there is
an out-gast tribe; inferior even to these, called Niadis,
who are considered so very impure, that even & slave
ol caste wi_]ii éwr. touch them. *They generally
a

Namboories, or Brah-

upon the change, which they deemed an in-
solent ivasion of their exclusive privileges ;
and the proclamation of the Queen being

fell back upon the restrictions with regard
to dress above alluded to, and insisted that

original semi-nakedness, as the degrading
distinetion of thein caste. The dewan of
Travancore adopted the views of the Nairg
generally in this respeet, and issned an
order for reviving the obsolete practice,
and comipelling Christian wives and mothers,
as well as others, to expose their persons to
the gaze of the public

women in question, the Christian portion
of whom appealed to the missionaries, who
very properly encouraged them to disohey
the order, and refused to allow their con-
gregation to submit to an obseryance so
repugnant to delicacy.  The result of this
opposition to the authority of the dewan
and the rigid prejndices of caste, was a
terrible riot, in the course of which
the resident’s bungslow and the protestant
chureh were burnt down, and the houses

Baylis) were materially injured.

safety to Travandram, the chief town of the
distriet (about fifty miles N.N.W, of Cape
| Coraorin), aud threw themselves upon the
protection of General Cullen, the British
resident at Travancore. From this officer
they received but small consolation ; as, in
reply to the' eomplaints of the Shanars,

clothes torn from them, the general told
them, * that as their Christian wonien had
violated the Shanar enstom of exposing the
upper part of their bodies, and had’ so far
wander about. in companies of ten or twelve, keeping
4 little distance fiom roads; and when they see any

ungry. They who are moved. by compassion, Iny
down what they are inclined to bestow, and go
away; the Niadis alterwards approach, and take up

but one man uod one woman always associate toge-
ther. ‘They are said to kill torteises, and sometimes
alligators, both of which they eat, ynd consider ex-
cellent food.” There are several divisions of the
firsy three castes, ‘The Poliars are hought and sold
like cattle, either with or separate from the land,

treated with much severity—a natural eousequence
of their abject servility fo their superiors,

construed as restoring to them the full pos- |
session of all easte privileges, they at onee |

the Shanar women should revert to their |

This outrage to |
decency was no lenger unheeded by the |

of the missionaries (Messrs., Bussell and |
All the ©
persons conngected with the mission fled for |

that their women had beeu beaten, and the |

fasseng'ar,_- they set up & howl like dogs that are
)

what has been left, Theyhave nu marriage ceremony; |
ong of them being generally cansidered equal in

value to two buffaloes.. They are of a miserable |
appesrance, squalid and diminutive, and are often |

|
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Anjustifiably adopted the Sudra costame,
they had only themselves to blame, and
nmust take the consequences’’ He, how-
ever, ordered a’ detachment of the Nair
brigade to escort therm back to their homes;
or £ the ruins of them; and the dewan,
‘Madhava Row, also left to enforce mea-
sures for the re-establishment of order—a
result which he finally accomplished.
. The  voleanie element that had seared
and scarred some of the finest districts of
India, yet smouldered beneath the surface,
~and seemed to require but a trifling im«
pulse, fo transform it once more into a
glowing mass of flame. At Rawul Pindee
(a fortified town of the Punjab, forty-seven
wiles B.8.J. of Attock), in which weze can-
tonments for the British aud native troops,
the subshdar-major of the disarmed 58th
regiment  of native infantry, received a
letter by dik, purporting to be from the
native officers of the 18th irregular cavalry,
urging him to get his regiment to mutiny,
promising the aid of the 18th, and also of
the 2nd irregular cavalry, which was pass-
ing at the time through the district, The’
subahdar at once took the letter to the
" officer in command at the station, who
ovdered the 18th regiment to be imme-
diately paraded ; and the letter being read
to them, it of course was indiguantly ve-
pudiated by all. | The native officers of the
regiment, moreover, offered a reward of
a thousand rupees for the discovery of the
writer; and within two hours of the notifi-
cation of this offer, a trooper of the regi-
ment shot himself. On searching his hut,
a fac simile of the letter was found, also
the seal that had been used, and a number
of letters addressed to various unative offi-
eery yet in the service, ibstigating them to
prevail upon their regiments to rise against
the British. Whether the suicide had acted
in this matter upon his own impulse, or
was but the secret agent of other parties,
remained doubtful; as, in consequence of
his sudden death, no clue to the origin of
the affair could be distinetly traced.
Looking back once more to Oude, where,
by this time, the last embers of reyolt hiad
been uearly trodden out, through the effec-
| tive measures adopted 'for_-'the.ﬁiﬂﬂuﬁng of
the people—up to the middle of Jannary,
the official returns showed 2 seizure of 173
cannons, 79,729 muskets, 279,930 swords,
14,365 spears, and 177,126 offensive wea-
pons of other descriptions. To the same
date, 483 forts, of varicus degrees of

strength and military importance, had been
destroyed or utterly dismantled ; and about
1,800 sepoys had surrendered upon  the
faith of the amuesty. Such, in short, was
the favourable aspect of affairs in Oude,
that the whele of the Sikh regiments which
had rendered important service in the pro-
gressive tranquillisation of the conntry, were
oruered back to the Punjab ; and the Qude
stationary army was diminished, as already
stated, by more than one-third its effective
strength, Mo better ensure the peace of

commanding every Affghan affecting to be a
trader, to sell his geods within a certain
time, and then to return home-—the unusual
swarm of Affghans who had floeked into the
city upon preteace of being merchants, hav-
ing excited the suspicion of the authorities,
The number of sepoys who manifested o
desire to throw themselves upon the mercy
of the ‘government, upon the terms pre-
seribed by the royal proclamation, con-
tinued to increase materially, and, towards
the end of January, became uninterrupted,
Most, of them admitted that they had felt
the hopelessness of the struggle for months
previous ; they knew their position was
desperate; but they could not haye faith in
the conciliatory offers made to them for
submission. Among those wen, the case
of mauy officers and old soldiers belonging
to disarmed and dishanded regiments, was
. gome instances pitiable. They had, by
their muting and desertion in pursuit of 2
shadow, hazarded all, and lost all: their
pay was of course stopped ; their pensions
were forfeited; and they had nothivg
before them but starvation, or a wretched
state of existence depeudent wupon the
charity of their countrymen. Such, even
after the bullet, the sword, and the hang-
man’s cord had done their work, was the
probable future of a great portion of
the existing remoant of that ouce noble
army which, in the unelouded season of its
loyalty, had been worthy co-rivals in mar-
tial glory with the bravest of its European
Compeers.
. The ehiefs, also, now generally felt that
there was nothing left for them but uncon-
ditional submission, although, in many
breasts, there yet lingered a secret expec-
tation that a day would arrive for the
exhumation of huried gups, and the reno~
vation of dismantled forts. Much un-
easiness was also naturally felt among the
chiefs—the more intense ﬂsagthe rank
5
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the city, an ovder was issued in Luckunow, .
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aseended—with respect to the fatureinten-
tions of the government. “They ean
never forgive us!”, was an exclamation fie-

| quently heard even amongst those assured

of parden. They lad mot yet learued to
understand the difference between their
Christian couquerors, and the Moslem and
Hindoo tyrants of their own races.

With regerd to the atrocities perpetrated
by the mutinous troops and budmashes of
the various towus in revolt ‘at the early
stages of the insurrection, much ‘contra-
dictory cvidence, or rather allegation (partly
founded upon actual occurrences, and partly
upon rumonr), hud occupied the attention of
people in all parts of the world, as well ‘as
upon the scenes of the ‘tewible realities.
That, ia the'early days of tumult and re-
volt, the tervor inspired by the sudden and
unlocked-for visitation, led to much ex-
aggeration as to the atrocity and extent of
the ounfrages by which the innoceut and
the defenceless—weak women and tender
children, feeble age, and helpless unoffend-
ing infaney—were offered up as the first
victims to revenge and brutal lust, there is
now little roora to doubt; but that eruel-
tics and enormities were perpetrated of the
most terrible deséription, there is alse ample
and incontestable proof’; and in the ense of
the massacre st Cawnpore, the more clearly
the transactions connected with it are in-
vestigated, the more hateful uppears to he'
the deliberate cruelty, cowardice, and ma-
lignity of its perpetrators. It has heeu
shown, in the progress of this work, that
massacres were perpetrated at many sta-
There was ons af
Delhi, within the king’s palace; bat it was
in some degree re_!ieved'}l])y the conduct of
natives, who protected Huropeans, and
assisted them to escape,  There was a mas-
sacre at Futteghur; but it was afterwards
found to have been the work of the vile
population of budmashes, and of some few
sepoys in a state of frenzied excitement,
and wild with license, Just of blood, and
plunder.  From that place some Europeas
were suffered to eseape ; and two women
were reeeived intothe nawab’s palace, where
they were, for a time at least, protected ;
while others were sheltered by Hurdeo
Bux. At Shahjebanpore, also, there was a
massacre; but thore, again, Buropeans got
away ; and others were equally fortunate at
Bareilly, There was also a massacre at
Lncknow; but it appeared not fto be the
work of the authorities or of the sepoys,
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but of an sssassin who had been fayoured
by the family of one of the vietims. Tiven
at Jhansie, it afterwards appeared that
some degree of extenuation might Dbe
found : but for Cawnpore alone there was
not a plea to be urged—that incomparable
atrocity was deliberate and complete : its
guilt was divided into two parts——the one

‘characterised by superhuman treachery; the

other hy relentless cruelty, and by every
circumstance that could intensify guilt,
As the pnumber of the murdered exceeded
that of the victims in any other place, so
did the greatness of the erime excel, in all
its incidenty, the magnitude of the offences
which marked the mutiny of the Bengal
army, and the subsequent revolt.  There
were, indeed, some survivors of the first
Cawnpore massacre ; but the second and the
worst—~that of the women and children in
the house and compound —was dreadful, and,
i its full accomplishment, unexampled.
And just in propertion to the maguitnde

of the horrors presented in that. city, was

the scepticism as to their reality and extent;
for persous were found who, either fyom
ignorance or désign, affected to believe, in
the faee of reiterated proof, that the state-
ments put before the world in reference to
the 'Cawnpore murders, were little other
than exaggerated fictions.  Gradually; how.
ever, evidence lving and unassailable ap-
peaved upon the =cene, to testify in person

a8 to the general accuraey of the details that

had pictured the fiend-like inflictions of the
Nana Sahih at Cawnpore. One of these
living witnesses, a survivor from the first
massacre, was the daughter of an Furasian
clerke;  who, snatehed from the wuplifted
sword of an assassin by a sowar of the Naua,

was afterwards compelled to travel aboat |

with him, and, to eseape persecution, be-
came a Mohammedan; and subsequently
making her escape to an English eamp, was
sent down to Caleutta, where the mentory
of her sufferings and compulsory degrada-
tion ‘was gradually soothed to calmness,
by the assidnity and sympathising kind-
ness of strangers. Another, who escaped
the savage fury of the reckless murderers of
her whole family, was a girl of thirteen,
named Georgiana. Anderson, whose parents
resided at Humerpore, All her relatives
were massacred il her sight, herself receiv-
ing a desperate cut from 2 tolwar on the
shoulder m the e¢ourse of the murderous
outrage. No other injury was inflicted
upon the child personally; and a native
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extricating her from the dying and the dead
of hey house; took care of her, and after-
wards sent her ‘in safety to the Enghsh
- commander, by whom she was restored
to some friends at Monghyr. Some further

 dered on the spot.  Meantime, preparations

(were being made for the execution of the

details of the, actual proceedings of the [orders of the Nana and his couneil, with
Nana in Cawnpore, were also furnished at 2 ' respect to the women and children % but

later period by a half-caste Christian band-
boy, named Joseph  Fitchett, who stated

| there was some difficulty in getting instru-
' ments for the meditated horrible butehery.

to the commissioners appointed to investi: |The sowars wished to save themselves from

| gate the charges of massacre and violation |the defilement of blood, and the infantry

preferved against Nana Sahib and his | were equally averse to the task; but at

ruffisn adherents, that when the mutiny
broke out, he was a musician in the band of
one of the nafive infantry regiments at
Cawapore, and, in the geueral rmassacre,
he saved his life by declaring that he would
become a Mohammedan, which he did
by au easy process almost on the spot. ' He
remained in Cawnpore, and was enrolled in
the Nana’s force, with which he did duty.
On the afternoon of the 15th of June, 1857,
when it became known that the British were
advancing from Pandoo Nuddee, a council
was held by the Nana, at which it was
resolved, that the women and children at the
Beebeeghur, about 205 in number, shounld
be murdered. The news went rapidly
through the town, and some men of the
‘6th native imfantry, entering the enclosure,
| proceeded to fake from the unfortunate
captives such articles of value, or frin-
kets, as they refained on their persons.
When the Nana heard of this pluuder,
he was very much displeased, and sent
down a body of sowars, with strict orders to
surround the house, and permit no one to
enter but the executioners. By the state-
ment of this band-boy, it appeared that
four English gentlemen were at the tine
confined with the woten and children in the
enclosure ; namely, Mr. Thornhill, magis.
trate and collector of Tutteghur; Colouel
Somith, 10th native intantry; Brigadier
Goldie, of the elothiv ¢ department ; and a

fourth, not clearly ja utified, but supposed |
to be one of the Greenaway family. Shortly

before half-past four o’clock, a message was
brought to those genflemen, ‘it Brigadier
Jeekin, a native officer of the mutincers,
desired to see them; and they left the
louse to ‘repaxe’ to his guarters. They
walked quietly along the road,Wn the diree-

- ® In the earlier accounts of this horrible transae- |

tian '(l;n:]e vol. iy p. 876), the massaere of the wamen
und children took place affer the defeat of the Nana's
toops on the 16th; whereas, by the statement of

{length, ‘some soldiers of the 6th native

infantry were sent in; and ordered to fire
upon fhe terrified and helpless crowd before
them. These men, not yet dead to human
instinets; fired m the air; and were so dila-
tory with their work, that it became evident
the purpose of the WNana would not be
accomplished by their hands.  Bowars were
therefore dispatched into the town for some
of the common butchers of the bazaar;
and two Bhooreas and a Velaitee, who wers
armed * with ‘hatchets and tolwars, were
brought, and ordered to goin and kill cvery
one 'within the house and enclosure, all
egress from which was prevented by the
sowars outside.
sacrifice; Fitchett, who was on duty near
the place, declaring that the assassing en-
tered the encloture ahont 5.80 e, and
that it was 10 v.m. hefore they came out to
announce that the terrible butchery was
accomplished ! Once during that interval
of four hours and a-half; a ruffian appeared
at the gate, with his sword broken in two;
but on ebtaining a sabre from one of tle
sowars, he returned to continue his infernal
labour. The Nana was in the hotel close
at hand during this hoyrible tragedy; and
when informed that all were dead, he gave
orders that the doors should be closed for

the night, and guards put over the place.
{ That night the Nana gave a nautch ball to
his friends in Cawnpore.

Early in the morning of the 16th, the
Nana gave orders that the doors should be
opened, and that all the bodies inside should
be flung into a well within the compound ;
but as it was far too small to contain so
many bodies, Fitchett considered it was
probable that some were dragged away to
other places, or were thrown into the Ganges.

Fitchett, the act was perpetrated the previous evor-
ing, and whils GeneraF avelock's force was still on
its triumphant march from the Pandoo Nuddee: but
whatever the date, the fact of the murder remains.
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doctor took compassion upon her, and,!tion indicated to them, suspecting nothing;
but  when' they had got as  far as ‘the
| assembly-rooms, they were suddenly ats
|tacked from behind, cut down, and murs

Tt was a long und dreadfal |
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So far, the testimony of one near to, and
almost au eye-witness of the act of slaughter,
corroborates the account first received in
its material parts. OFf the hellish outrages
perpetrated within the walls of that terrible
componnd, no living tongue was spared to
tell; and in the returns that have appeared
in reference to the punishment of the mn-
tinous sepoys found in the city, and of the
miscreant through whom the orders of the
Nana were conveyed to the butchers em-
ployed in the wholesale slaughter of 205
helpless women and children,* there is no

. ¢lue to the fact (if, indeed, it is oue), that

more than one of the three ferocious instru-
mente of the Nana's malignity—i, e, the
butchers and the Velaitee—-were, either at
the recapture of the city, or at any other
time or place, identified and punished.

Upon the defeat of the Nana’s troops on
the 16th, Fitchett fled, with his new friends
the sepoys, to Futteghur; and during his
stay there, it would appear, by the account
he has rendered, he frequently saw a lady
whom he recognised as the daughter of a
late superior officer at Cawnpore, but who
was then under the protection of a sowar,
who had fled with her from Cawnpore after
the first massacre. The lad affirmed that
he was repentedly shown into the room in
which the lady sat, where he was ordered to
read extracts from English newspapers which
the rebels received from Caleutta, he being
employed by them for the purpose of traus-
lating the news, in which they took great
interest, and more espectally so in that
which related to the war in China. He
said further, that the lady had a horse with
an Evglish side-saddle, which the sowar
bad procured for her, and that she rode
close beside him along the line of march,
with lier face veiled. When the British
troops approached Futteghur, orders were
sent to the sowar fo give the lady up; but
he again escaped with her, and, it was sup-
posed, went to Calpee.

The fatigues of the campaign, and the
effect of the accident before Mujidiab on
the 20th of December, Lad seriously im-
paired the health of Lord Clyde, who, after
his return to Lucknow, was compelled to
restrain his desire for active service, and to
facilitate 8 return to convalescence by an
interval of repose.

A very perplexing difficulty arose to the
government, in comsequence of the view
taken of the outrages at Nagarcoil by the

* Bee vol. i, p. 391.
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British resident at Travaneore, who appeared
to justify the Nairs of that district in their
preposterous notion, that, by the roval pro-
clamation, they were reinstated in ‘the full
enjoyment of every obsclete right or privi-
lege in connection with itheir peenliar reli-
gious customs, or the exclusive usages of
their caste, To encourage them, and others
also of the varions creeds of ludia, to
imagine they might again revert to practices
it had been the object of the government
for years past to repress and discountenance,
would simply have led to the utter disrap-
tion of all rule whatever, except that of
the sword; since, if the letter of the Pro-
clamation was to be rigidly interpreted,
and held to, in the sense assumed, it would
be impossible to maintain the salutary
enactments which had abolished, among the
natives of India, the grossest and most
revolting of their superstitions. The Pa-
tighs, Jor instance, as of old, might be
compelled to wear bells; and Nairs might
once more shoot the Nayadi, whose shadow
is projected on their persons: the Todars
might perpetuate the custom of killing
their female children, and indulge in the
enjoyment of a plurality of husbands:
fanatics might again claim the privilege to
swing on hooks at their festival of the Chur-
rockpoujah ; and the rite of Suttee would
again belch forth its unholy and consuming
fives, in defiance of humanity and reason.

biguity migbt exist in the rendering of an
Eunglish state document into the vernacular
dialects of India, such never for a moment
was intended to he its eflect; and it was
therefore important that it should be au-
nounced to the people of India, that the
rites and customs protected by the procia~
mation were not those which civilisation
rejected, and which the laws had for years
strenuously endesvoured to repress, It
was absurd to suppose that the public high-
ways of a city must nceessarily be elosed
because of some imaginary defilement to
the neighbourhood of a pagoda, by the
funeral of a low-caste native passing it; or
that it could be permitted, that females
who had covered their breasts from womauly
delicacy, should be maltreated and stripped
in the streets, because women of a higher
caste chosc to consider that maode of dress
 the distinctive and exclusive badge of their
own superiority. Thus it became neces-
sary at once to enforce, without any guali-
fication whatever, the operation of & clause

But it was quits clear, that whatever am. -
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10 the royal proclamation, which directly
affected the Elc?ﬁnt in dispute, but which the
fanaties of  high-caste desired fo ignore-—
namely, the parageaph which called upon
¢ all the Queen’s subjects” to submit them-
selves to the authority of those whom her ma-
| jesty had appointed to administer the gov-
ernment of her Indian empire. 1t was also
important that it should be dictinctly
understood by the people, that the govern-
ment was determined to repress, with a
stroug hand, all indiguities and provoca-
tions offered to the natives of any race,
upon the plea of caste privileges, however
lowly might be their rank in the native
. populations. A new element, of dissatisfac.
| tion had thus been engendered by the
purtial misinferpretations of the royal
document; which it became esseutial to
check in its earliest phase, by supplying &
correct key to the native reading of the
proclamation—the want of which had been
mischievously demonstrated by the out-
rages at Tinnevelly and Travancore, as well
ds by the difficulty suddenly presented to
' the governments of Bombay aud the Pun-
| jab, by a perplexing question as to the
positive sense in which the terms “ British
subjects” were to be taken, as distingnished
from the expression “our subjects;” both
of which were used in the proclamation,
and the donbtful application of which had
been seized as an authority for the display
of most objectionable feeling on the part of
the native races of high-caste. The defini-
tion of those particular terms, in the sense
in which it was desired they should be
understood, afforded occasion for a vast
amount of  correspondence between the
viceroy and his lieutenant-governors, which
ended rather in evading the point mooted,
than in a lucid exposition of it; and the
real interpretation was left to the practical
ing of the civil and military authori-
as ogcasion arose for their interposition,
e rebellion had now, as a mnational

died out; and the few-and-far-
_  rumours which reached the seat of
govern »towat&a the end of March, pos-
sessed buf a faint degree c

ell from.their uncertain truthfulnesé as
from the unimporiance of the operations to

‘instance, on the 22nd of the month, that

the. Nana, with a considerable force, was

_encamped at Someysur, a short distance

beyond the Tirhoot frontier; that a body of

"reg:l hels were muarchinz upon Goruckpore § and
YOL. 1L 40 .

- of interest, as

which they referred. Tt was reported, for

that two companies of H.M.’s 34th reg'iin__a_nt_
had been cat np in a night attack : but these

occasioned both alamn and inconvenience;
now scarcely inflicted a momeunt’s nnensis
ness. The mighty evil of a popular rebel-
lion hud been so entirely crushed, that
these isolated cases of petty apnoyance
were almost unnoticed, and certainly were
uneared for; although the force still ad-
iering to the begum in the Nepaul terri-
fory was sufticiently numerous o render
1g] necessary on the part of the
Jumii of observation, under DBrigadier
Horsford, at Beyram GlLAL. A movement
of these rebels was notified in the following
telegram from the secretary to: the gov-
ernment of India, at Caleutta, to the home
governmient, ou the 23rd of March:—

% Since the date of my last message, the

rebels, under the begum and Ram Sing,
have recrossed the river Guuduk, and have
marched westward through the Nepaul Terai.
On the 16th of March, about 200 rebels, siap-
posed to be an advanced party, entered tho
Toolseypore territory. The main body, with
the chiefs, were said to be at Bhootwal, about
twonty-five miles east of the Toolseypore
boundary., They are believed to number
about 5,000, including women and ehildren,
 Brigadier Kelly was to have been at Lotun,
thivty-six miles from Bhoctwal, on the 18th
instant. The province of Oude continues
tranquil ; the disarming of the country, and
the demolition of the forts, progress satis-
factorily.

« Information has been received from
| Chundeyree, that the Rao Sahib, with
1 2,000 cayalry, arrived in the Chundeyree

district on the 15th instant; and arvange-
ments, were made for pursuing him, Over-
| tures of surrender had been received both
from the Rao and Feroze Shah, who are
| both said to be anxions to come in, Tantia
Topee, when last heard of, was threading
the jungles on the Chumbul, under the
assnmed name of Rao Sing.”

The only results, for some time, known
of the movements above reported, were, that

in plundering and harassing the district in
which it had become located ; and that, in
aceordance with the nsual practice of the
chief, he fled with his troops as scon as he
learned that detachments of the Quuen’s
troops were on the march fowards him.
Among other subjects by which the

European mind, in India, wus;;}%pt ou the

e

®

the force with Rao Sahib occupied itself

161,

rumours, which at one period would bave
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qui vive during a part of the month of

| | March, the revival of an old Sikh prophecy,
| referring to the year 3863 of our era, was

| not the least exciting.

| | this (a Sikh of Jubbulpore), it was declared,
| | that in the year mentioned, the Sikhs

should arise in their strength as a race of
mighty swarriors—exterminate the Christian
Kuflirg, keep Englishwomen as their slaves,
and restore the suprems power of the
Khalsa, This prognostication came to
light under the following circumstances i

1 An old officer, of superior rank in the Sikh

force stationed at Liahore, named tee
®ing, was suspected. of treasonab -
fices” in conjunction with a fakir, named
Bheod Sing, who, in the course of his pil-
grimage, had found his way to the before-
named city, The house of the Sikh officer
was searched, and papers were found con-
nected with the prophecy mentioned, copies
of which had been secretly but very exten-
sively distributed among the people. The
prediction was, doubtless, agreeable enough
to the parties expeetant; but it was wo-
fully disastrous in its immediate and uwn-
anticipated econsequences to those concerned
in its promnigation, as the Sikh and his
confederate -weve seized, ftried, convicted,
condemned to fiye years’ penal servitude at
the Andamans, and were on their way
thither in chains'within forty-eight hours of
the discovery-—an example of promptitude
which, although it somewhat disturbed the
English idea of the grave deliberation of
Justice, was of infinite service in repressing
any inconvenient display of native belief in
the promised downfall of English authority
in 1808; and as the first duty of all goy-
ernments is to prevent anarchy by repres-
sing it at its source, the vigour manifested
in the treatment of this affair was most
commendable and effective,

The transmission of the vawab of Far.
ruckabad from - the commander-in-chief’s
camp ou the Raptee, to Cawnpore, en roufe
for Futteghur, has been already noticed.
During the first portion of the journey, the
prisoner was in the safe keeping of the 80th
regiment, then on its way also to Cawnpore,

and no incident occuxred to interrupt the |

regular ordee of the march; but similar
good fortune did not attend the second
portion of the journey. The native officer
i command of the escort appointed to con-
duet the prisoner from Cawnpore to Fut-
teghur, had, for meritorious services ren-
dered during the siege at Lucknow, been
594

By the author of’

promoted to an adjutancy in the mounted
police, and it happened that the custody of

the nawab was entrusted to a detachment |

|
|
|

of that corps of which the adjutant had the |

command, During the journey, the nawab,
who by this time had began to fecl the
peril into which he had fallen by his volun-
tary surrender, and was naturally desivous
to avert it if poscsible, made overtures to

the commaunder of the eseort, through his |

servant, with a view to escape, which,
although the officer rejected, and ultimately
delivered 'his prisoner in safety, he did not
report to his superioxs. The circumstance,
by «ome meens, became known to the
authorities, and the adjutant was in twrn put

under arvest and sent to Agra for trial by

court-martial, and the charge of corros.
ponding with the prisoner upon the subject
of a bribe for his escape, being established
bgr documentary evidence in the possession
of the adjutant, he was thereupon sentenced
to degradation from his rank, and to six
months’ imprisonment. Thres men of the
escort were also sentenced to a like period
of imprisonment, for complicity in the exror
of their commander.

In due course the nawab was put upon
his trial for treason, and for the aggravated
outrages perpetrated upon Huropeans at
Futteghur in the early days of the revolt.*
The evidence on hoth points was incon-
trovertible, and he was adjndged guilty of
all the crimes alleged against him, and sen-
tenced to death. On_,m day the jodgment
of the court was delivered, the principal
hall of kis palace, in which the trial took
place; was crowded by an anxious multitade
of the native inhabitants of Furruckabad,
who were deeply impressed with the scene
around them, as were also many of the
civil and military officers and other vesi.
dents of the station. Upon the president
taking his seat, the prisoner was placed at
the bar; his countenance exhibiting calm
but haughty indifference. After a few
moments, (aving which profound silence
reigned over the crowded assemblage, the
president proceeded to deliver the judgment
of the court in the following terms ;—

“ Prisoner at the bar,—Your trial has
lasted one month, and the fullest investiga-
tion that was possible has been made as to
your guilt or innocence.  You have been de-
fended by an able English gentleman, who,
relying ou your own statements, has taken
the greatest pains to prove you. imnocent
! # See vol. i, p. 850,
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of the beinous crimes with the comimis-
gion of which yon were charged; and he
has also endeavoured to procure your re-
lease hy every argument of a legal and
fechnieal nature which he thought would
assist your cause. Nevertheless, we three
judges, sitting calmly and deliberately to
ear the case for and agamst you, have
unanimovsly decided that you ave guilty.
In arviving at this judgment, do not for an
instant helieve that we have given tmplicit
belief to every word uttered by every wit-
ness for the prosecution, or that we have
not allowed all the weight that it was worth
o the evidenee {dr the defence.

“You yourself have never attempted to
deny the facts—i.e., the accurrence of those
dreadful crimes which have conferred an
historical infamy on Futteghur and Fur-
ruckabad, and which have led to your being
brought to the bar of justice. And now,
prisoner at the bar, cousider what are the
crimes with the commission of which we,
your judges, have couvicted you. For
what erimes, I repeat, is it, that, as far as
we are concerned, we have condemned you
to suffer death?

« Her majesty the Queen’s gracious am-
nesty has sayed you from that extreme
punishment for the crime of being a prin-
cipal leader and instigator in treason and
rc%elli:m which you so ungratefully com-
mitted. Buf if you had committed only
that offence, you vould have to pass the
remainder of your life in a miserable
exile. But you stand at that bar, con-
victed first of heing accessory after the
fact to a wholesale massacre of English gen-
tlemen, ladies and children, witl most of
whom you had been living on termus of inti-
maacy—that is, in the language of the law,
you received, comforted, and assisted the
perpetrators of this massacre; and not only
gﬁ:‘g_'hﬁt- honoured and rewarded some
amongst them.

“Secondly, you stand convicted of being
hdth-moryghﬁre and after the fact, to the
cold-blooded slaughter of twenty-two Chris-
tians, inelnding amongst them women and
children, who were killed for no other canse
than that they were Christians---that is, you
not only received, comforted, and assisted
the perpetrators of this erime, but you pre-
viously procured, counselled, commanded,
and abetted those who took tway those un-
happy vietims from your own door. And,
as if this were not enough, you have been
convicted of this same double erime in

i
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regard to three poor natives (aud there is
reason to helieve that vthers pevished in a
similar manner), whose only fault was, that
one was faithfol to his salt, and that the
others were earrying Mnglish letters.

“ And whit is your excuse for all these
crimes P~~what? but that you were afraid of
losing your wretched life (which, after all,
has been forfeited) at the hands of the
mutinous soldiery, and that you were 2
puppet in the hands of their leaders, some
of whom were of your own kith aud lineage.
Bven if it were truesthat you oceupied this
position, what a degrading one it was; how
much of cowardice it showed in the de-
scendant and regresentative of a family and
race, hitherto well known in Hindostan for
courage and manly qualities! Butit is quite
impossible to believe that this plea of duress
is true, even if there had not. been produced
ample and trustworthy evidencs to refute it,

“You were able to save the lives of
Christians, snd you twice did save such—
onee to appease the amger of Heaven, when
you were sick and thought yourself dying,
and once to gratify your own feelings and
imelinations, You were not a close pri-
soner, and you did exercise all the powcrs
of 2 yuler in this territory; and in their
exercise you committed the awful erimes
which T have ennmerated, 1If for the inno-
cent blood that is crying to us from this
river and this land we did not sentence you
to suffer death—which is merey itself to
the crael death inilicted under your sanc-
tion on so many vietims—we should fail in
our duty both to God and man.

“It 1s for the government which is our
master, and your master, to decide finally

on your fate. You inay rely on fhe whole |

of your pleas of defence being submitted to
that authosty. In the meanwhile, L im-
plore you to repent of your crimes, and to
make your peace with that God whose laws
you have so ruthlessly violated.”

During this solemn dddress, the pri-
soner was not able wholly to maintain his
unconcerned demeanour; and just as the
enumeration of the fearful crimes of which
the court had adjudged him gwity ap-
proached to a close, a change passed over

i

his countenance, and his look became |

downcast. Soon, however, he controfled |

his features, and his face resumed its }mua] !
expression, except that he now continubd |

to cast down his eyes.

b : o i |
further outward and visible sign of feeling, |

o i

The sentence of |
death by hnu%ing did wot produce any |
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| vestigation,
| had concluded, the prisouer was led from

| ernor-general,
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o

T and no emotions of remorse were Imani-

fested by him at any period of the in-
As soon as the president

the court, and ,Placed under 'a  strong
Buropean guard in an apartment of the

confirmation of his senteénce by the gov-
It was generally believed
that, although the justice of the extreme
enslty was uaiversully admitted, it would,
or reasons of policy, be commuted to
transportation for life.

The case of the rajah of Mitawlee Lonee
Sing also oecapied the attention of the tri-
bunal about the same time that the erimes of
the nawab of Furruckabad were under in-
vestigation, The rajah was charged with
having been a leader of revolt during the
outrages of 1857’8, his treason being ag-
gravated by brutality and avarice; he
having, for the sum of 8,000 rupees, be-
trayed into the hands of the begum of
Oude the following fugitives from Seeta-
pore, who had sought his protection at

Lsenice. Lgtg‘ Canning presented the bride with
i

Mitawlee, in June, 1857 —viz, Captain

" | Patrick Orr, with his wife and davghter;

Siv Mountstuart Jackson and lis sister
Madeline; an orphan girl, daughter of the
civil commissioner of Seetapore (Mr. Chris-
tian, who was muxrdered, with his wife and
son, at that place on the 3rd of June,
1857) ¢ Laeutenant G. J. H. Burnes, and
Sergeant-major A, Morton; all of whom,
except Mys. Orr and danghter, aud Miss
Jacksoni (Sophia Christian haying pre-

| viously died), were murdered at Lucknow

on the 17th of November, 1857.%1 The
miscreant, Lonee Sing, was convicted of
treason and murder wpon the most con-
clusive evidence, am:: re;:leived -se_nteu_;c of
transportation for life, his property hein
cnnﬁ?;;rtéd"to the state. Frugz t i:?entencg
the sordid traitor appealed to the supreme
government ; but mitigation in such a case
would have heensa wrong to mankind.
While the sword of justice was thus
uplifted for the punishment of guilt, the
state was not unmindful of the elaims npon
its gratitude for services rendered. Amoug
many others, of various ravk and country,

* See vol. 1., p. 208,
+ The following announeenient from a Calcutta
paper, in reference to this young lady, appeared in
the Honeward Mail of May Tth, 1859 :—4 We are
Ind to learn that Miss Jackson, who was 50 provie
ential?' saved 2t Lucknow, was mareied in )

last to her couvein, Mr. Jackson, of the Bengal civil

fort at Futteghur, where he awaited the

|
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who had distinguished themselves by their
loyalty and usefulness, were the nawab of
Karnau! (tfo whom was granted a remission
of revenue equal to 5,000 rapees per annum,
and a dress of hongur,, valued at 10,000
rupees, presented in full durbar), and the
rajehs of Furreedkote and Moorshedabad,
who were alzo specially regarded as meriting
honour and yeward. OF the first-named
rajah, it is recorded, that “the supreme
government, in consideration of the valu-
able services rendered by him during the
crisis of 1857-°8, had directed ¢hat, for the
foture, he should be exempted from fur-
nishing ten sowars to the irregular cavalry,
which he had previously been required to,
do; that his lallut should be raised from!
severi to eleven pieces; and that his title,
which ‘then was simply Rajah 'Sahib Fur.
reed. Koteea, should be raised to: Berar
Bumi; Raojah Sahib Bahadcor Hurreed Ko
teea.
active, and at all times zealous,  Afthe first
news of the mutiny st Ferozepore,§ he has-
tened thither with his troups, and guarded
the ferries for a considerable distance along
the banks of the Sutlej, to prevent any
accession to the strengih of the mufineers.
His troops also accompauied Major Mars-
den to Seykotee, to quell an insurréction
raised by a fanatic Gooroo, who was killed
in the fray. He assisted General Van
Cortland in srvesting fugitive sepoys who
endeavoured to escape through the district,
and he contributed 85,000 rupees to the
Punjab loan for the exigencies of the state.
The recognition of sexvices by the nawab
of Moorshedabad was yet more substan-
tially shown, as, “in consideration of the
valuable services rendered by him during
the late wmutiny, while exposed to muny
and severe temptations and trials, to induce
him to swerve from his fidelity to the Bri
tish government,” the latter direeted that
a new palace should be erected for his resi-
dence. at a cost of three lacs of rupees.

The  hitherto apparently  interminable
series of ever-shifting and harassing wmie-
neeavres by which, for many mouths past,
the most active and energetie of the rebel
chiefs of Hindostan had contrived to escape

a beautiful necklace of pearls and rubies, and the
sovernor-genetal lent the bappy pair a bouse at
Eﬁlarrar,kpour—park for the honeymoon. Among the
Lridesmaids was Miss Louisa Orr, who had shured
the perils of the bride both ay Beetapore end

arch | Lucknow.

1 Bee ande, pp. 04 257; 289 380,
§ Bee vol. b, 1. 119,

The services of this individual were. ‘
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|
|
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| expture.
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about to terminate, through the unexpected
¢ f the one individual who had so
formed in his own person the chief

| focus and rallying-point for the insurgent

bands of Central India. ‘The stur of the
renowned Tantia Topee was about to sink
below the horizon; aud by the treachery
that precipitated its declension, the last

hopes of the rebel chiefs of India were)

destroyed. g
~ One of the most remarkable features of

~the revelt had hitherto been the unswery-

‘ing and long-continued fidelity of the
sepoys, the rebellious natives, and the
chiefs, towards each other,  Treachery is
the traditionary policy of all Asiatics; and
the greatest  and  wost successtnl rulers
among them bave generally risen to empire
through its ‘instrwmentality ;' while the
early aseendancy of British power was
‘grently, if not chiefly, sided by it. To pass
slightly over the long, dark record of
Anglo-Indian greatness, “the treachery of
‘the merehant Ormichund in 1757, estah-
lished Eoglish supremacy in Bengal; aud,
i the same year, the donble treachery of
Lord Clive destroyed the all-powerful Ormi-
chond—the stepping-stone to power 7% bnt
in the rebellion just suppressed, there had,
until now, been scarcely an instance of it.
Rewards were offered for delivering up
rebel sepuys, sufficiently stimulating in ovdi-
nary cases—Ififty rupees for each one nrmed,
thirty for each disarraed; yet the peaple
did not deliver them up, although, after
hattles inwhich sepoys were defeated. they
were stragiling singly all over the country.
On the march in search of the enemy, the
English coramanders could either obtain no
information at all, or such only ay misled

| * Martin's, fudie, pp. 2765 260,
' The annexed details of this plot are from a
private letter from Gwalior:—# As 1nany different
accounts of the following affair may get intu -
culation, T am anxious to give you the true version,
which tends to raise still higher ‘the loyalty of the
Bomhay army, as exemplified by the undermentioned
men of the 25th vegiment of native infuntry.  About
three weeks ago, the havildar-
corps, by neme Koonjul Sing, reported o his ad-
imam-xhn.-q-. Brahmin pundit, named Wamun Bhut,
‘had come into the lines, and was ongléavouring to
tamper with him and a neik named Doorga
Tewaree; and from what he bad said, the havildar-
piajor thought there were others concerted in the
plotin the city of Gwalior; and he offered, if allowed,
A eonjsnetion with the naik, to endeavour to find
Cout and seize the chief conspirators. This Yecret
was communicated to the commanding officer, Cap-
ain Little ; and, with his sanction, the following plan

concerted strategy. Tmianse rewards were

‘instance of its appeatance was i the cuse

mujor of the above |

Ly

them, and many of their battles w vagher
the consequence of surprises than of pre-

offered for the persous of vehal chiefs; but,
none were given up. At fiest, the reason
asgigned for this unexpected, and, in this
case, unnational, fidelity was, that the peo-

ple were ineredulous as to the stability of
the [ro'wcr of the Furopesns, and were
alraid to eompromise themselves with the |
rebels, less the latter should  eventually i
succeed in the stroggle; but, on the other !
|
|
|
|

band, it was predicted, that when they |
'were really satisfied the mastery was with

the British, they wonld aid them. Batile |
after battle followed, all ending in victory.
The British ' columms iclosed in from the
south on all sides, defeating the enemy as |
they advanced, and wresting from him his |
shrangest fortresses,  Delhi fell; Luckuow |
was taken; Qude laid prostyate: and Ro- |
hilound ‘overrun by the vietorious troops :
but no sign of treachery was exhibited
among the rebels.  Such an wnanimity of |
fidelity, so foreign to the Asiatic chavacter,
was little other than marvellous,

Bat, at length, a revalsion to the natural
state of Hindoo feeling commenced, and

the old leaven of insincerity began to work |

upon the native character. The earlicst
of a Brahmin at Gwalior, who, in Angust,
1858, had endeavoured to instigate some
sepoys, Hindooss of Oude, to induce the |
25th ‘Bombay native infantry to join the |
Nana. The sepoys were treacherous: they:
pretended to spprove the plot; obtained all |
neeessary information; joined the conspi- |
rators; and then sold-them to their 6ffi-
cers.t Suech was the first insfance of |
Hindoo treachery to Hindoos. The unext,

was adopted, and a private of the 25th slso let into
the secrer, named Punpoo Ladh, 'The naik and
the private went to. the vity, along with the
Brehmin pundit, Wemun Bhut, and were by him in-
traduced to another Dralinin, named Ball Kissen
Baba, Their conversation would be too long to
repeat Here.  Suffiee it to say, that after first swear-
ing them on the * Taalsee and Gunga-pance,’ he told
them he had a purwana from the Nana Sahib,
authorising him: to raise as many men as he could

for the Peishwa's gervide ; thet he ond the havildar- |

migjor were to seduce the Purdasees of the 2hth

from their alleginnce to the British government, aiid |
get them (o joit the rebels under the Peishwa, who |
would collect in the city of Gwalior to the number ’|
of 60N men with four gups. Thet they were to- |

do as much mischief as they could by killing =ll

their officers; and ge many Turopeans as possibley |

that the day after they would be joined by 20,000 |

rebels under the Rao Sahib, &¢.; 3?3?.“‘“1] more
5
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 transportation for life, his property being
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and no emotions of remorse were mani-
fested by him at any period of the in-
vestigation.  As soon as the president
had concluded, the prisoner was led from
the court, and placed uwnder a strong
European guard in an apartment of the
fort at Futteghur, where he awaited the
confirmation of his sentence by the gov-

that, although the justice of the extreme
penalty was universally admitted, it would,
for reasons of policy, be commuted to
transportation for life.
. The case of the rajah of Mitawlee Lonee
Bing also ocenpied the attention of the fri-
bunal about the same time that the erimes of
the nawab of Furruckabad were under in-
yestigation, The rajah was charged with
having been 2 leader of revolt during the
outrages of 18578, his treason being ag-
avated by brutality and avarice; he
iaving, for the sum of 8,000 rupees, be-
trayed into the hands of the begnm of
Oude the following fugitives from Seceta-
pore, who had sought his protection at
Mitawlee, in June, 1857—viz, Captain
Patrick Orr, with his wife and davghter;
Sir. Mountstuart Jackson and his sister
Madeline; an orphan givl, daughter of the
civil commissioner of Seetapore (Mr. Chris-
tian, who was murdered, with his wife and
son, at that plice on the 3rd of June,
1857) * Lieutenant G. J. H. Burnes, and
Sergeant-major A. Morton ; all of whowm,
except Mrs. Orr and daughter, and Miss
Jacksont (Sophia Christian having  pre-
viously died), were murdered at Lucknow
on the 17th of November, 1857.] The
miscreant, Lonee Sing, was convicted of
treason and murder unpon the most con-
clusive evidence, and received sentence of
confiscated to the state, Wrom this sentence
the sordid traitor appealed to the supreme
government; but ritigation in such a case
would have betnsa wrong to mankind,
While the sword of justice was thus
uplifted for the pimishment of guilt, the
state was not unmindful of the claims upon
its gratitude for services rendered. Amoung
many others, of varicus rank and country,

* See vol, i, p. 203 7

t'The following announcement from a Caloutta
paper, in reference to this young lady, appeared in
the Homeward Mai! of May Tth, 1859 % We are

rlad 1o learn that Miss Jackson, who was so Provie

entially saved et Lucknow, was married in Mareh |

last to hier cousin, Mr. Jackson, of the Bengal eivil |

service,  Lady Canning presented the bti'(;la with
]

who had distinguished themselves by their |
Jovalty and usefulness, were the nawsh of

Kuarnaul (te whom was granted a remission
of revenue equal ta 5,000 rupees per anpum,
and a dress of bonour, valued at 10,000

rupees, presented in full darbar), and the |

rajehs of Furreedkote and Moorshedabad,
who were also specially regarded as meriting
honour and reward. Of the first-named
rajab, it s recorded, that “the supreme
government, in consideration of the valo-

able services rendered by him during the
crisis of 18578, had directed that, for the

future, he should be exempted from fur-
nishing ten sowars to the irregular cavalvy,

which he had previously been required to.
do; that his killut should be raised from

seven to eleven pieces; and that his title,
which then was simply Bajah Sshib Fur-
reed Koteea, should be raised to Bevar
Buns, Rajah Sakib Bahadoor Furreed Ko«
teea.”  The services of this individual were
active, and at all times zealous. At the fivst
news of the mutiny at Ferozepore,§ he has-
tened thither with his troups, and guarded
the ferries for a covsiderable distance along
the banks of the Sutlej, to prevent any
accession to the strength of the mutineers.
His troops also accompanied Major Mars-
den to Seykotee, to quell an insurrection
raised by a favatic Gooroo, who was killed
in the fray, He assisted General Van
Cortland in arresting fugitive sepoys who
endeavoured to escape through the distriet,
and he contributed 85,000 rupees to the
Punjab loan for the exigencies of the state.
The recognition of services by the nawab
of Moorshedabad was yet more substan-
tially shown, as, “iu consideration of the
valuable services rendered by him duving
the late mutiny, whils exposed to muny
and severe texnptations and trials, to indnee
him to swerve from his fidelity to the Bri-
tish government,” the latter directed that
a new palace should be erected for his resi-
dence. at a cost of three lacs of rupees,

The hitherto apparently interrsinable
series of ever-shifting and harassing ias
neeuvres by which, for many months past,
the most active and energetic. of the rebel
chiefs of Hindostan had contrived to escape

2 beautiful necklace of pesrls nnd rubies, and the

overnor-general lent the happy ‘pair'a house at
ﬁ&rtackpow-pgrk for the honeymoon.  Among the
bridésmpids was Miss Louisa Orr, who had shared
the perils of 'the' bride both at Beetapore and
Lucknow,

1/ Bue nnde, pp. 04 257y 259 ; 380,
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| pursuit, and wear ont his pursuers, was

about to terminate, through the unexpected
eapture of the one individual who had so
long formed in his own person the chief
focus and rallying-point for the insurgent
bands of Central India.. The star of the

renowned Tantia Topee was about to sink

helow the horizovi; and by the treachery
that precipitated its declension, the last
bopes of the rebel chiefs of India were
destroyed. _ .

. One of the most remarkable features of

| the revolt had hitherto been the unswery-

ing and long-continued fidelity of the
sepoys, the rebellious uatives, and' the

(ehiefs, towards each other. Treachery is

the traditionary poliey of all Asiatics; and
the greatest and most suceessfnl rulers
among them have geuerally risen to empire
through its instrumentality ; while the
early -ascendancy of British power was

14 greatly, if not chiefly, aided by it. = To pass
slightly over the long, dark record of

Anglo-Indian greatuess, “the treachery of
the merchant Ormichund in 1757, estah-
lished Xnglish supremacy in Bengal; and,

‘in the same year, the double treachery of

Lord Clive destroyed the all-powerful Ormi-
chund-—the stepping-stone to power 2% but
in the rebellion just sappressed, there had,
nutil now, been scarcely an instance of i,
Rewards were offered for delivering up
rebel sepoys, sufficiently stimulating in ordi-
nary cases—fifty rupees for each one armed,
thirty for each disarmed; yet the people
did not deliver them wup, although, after
hattles in which sepoys were defeated, they
were stragpzling singly all over the country.
On the march in search of the enemy, the
Euglish comamanders conld either obtain no
information at all, or such only as misled

* Muytin's Dudie, pp. 270 280,

-+ The anpexed details of this plot are from a
private letter from Gwalior :—* As many  different
accounts of the following affair may get into cir-
culation, T am anxious to give you the true version,
which tends to raise sifll higher the loyalty of the
Bombay army, as';ﬁampliﬂedshy the undermentioned
men of the 23th regiment of native infantry.  Abput
three wecks ago, the havildar-major of the above
corpa, by name Koonjul Slug, reported o his ad-
jutant that a Brahmin pundit, vamed Wamun Bhut,
%’ad come into the lines, and was engéavouring to
tamper. ‘with. him and & naik  named Deorgs

| Mawaree; and from what ha had said, the hayildar-

nisjor ‘thought there were others eoncerned in the
plotin the city of Gwalior; and he offered, if allowed,

L in gonjmnetion with the nalk, to endeavonr to find
| lout and eeize the chicf conspirdtors. This Secret

| was communicated to the commending officer, Cup-
' tain Little; and, with his sanetion, the following plan

them, and many of their battles wem wher
the consequence of surprises than of pro-

concerted strategy, Tminense rewards wera

offered for the persons of rebel chiefs; but
none were given up. At first, the reason

assigned for this wnexpected, and, in this'

case, unnational, fidelity was, that the peo-
ple were incredulous as' to the stability of
the power of the Europeans, mad were
alvaid to compromise themselves with the
rebels, less the latter should  eventually
succeed in the strugele: but, on the otlier
hand, it was predicted, that when they

were really satisfied the mastery was with .

Batile

the British, they wounld aid them.

after battle followed, all ending in victory. |
The British ' colamns closed in from the

south on all sides, defeating the enemy as
they advanced, and wresting from him his
strongest fortresses.  Delhi fell; Imcknow
was taken ; Oude laid 'prostrate; and Ro-

hilcund overrun by the vietorious troops: |

but no sign of treachery was exhibited
amoug the rebels. Such an ananimity of
fidelity, so foreign to the Asiatic chacacter,
was little other than marveilons.

But, at length, a revalsion to the natural

state of Hindoo feeling commenced, and

the old leaven of insineerity began to work
upon the native character.  The eariigst
instance of its appearance was in the cuse

of & Brahmin at Gwalior, who, in Aagust,
1858, had endeavoured to instigate sume |
sepoys, Hindooss of Qude, to induce the |
25th ‘Bombay native infantry to join the |

Nana,. The sepoys were treacherons: they:
pretended to spprove the plot; obtained all
neeessary information ; joined the conspi-
rators; and then sold them to their offis
cers.f Suech was the first instance of
Hindoo freachery to Hindoos,

wat adopted, and a ywivate of the 25th also let into
the secrst, named Punvoo Ladh, The naik and
the private went to the city, along with the
Brahmin pundit, Wamun Bhut, apd were by him in-
troduced to another Brahmin, named Ball Kissen
Baba, Their conversation would be too long to
repeat here, | Buffice it to say, that after first swear-
ing them on the * Toolsee and Gunga-panee,’ he told
them. he had a purwana from the Nana Sahib,

authorising him 'to xaise as many men as he could |

for the f'eishwa's service; that he and the havildar-
major were to seduce the Purdasecs of the 25th
from their allegiance to the British government, and
get them to join the rebels under the Peishwa, who
wonld collect in the city of Gwalior to the number
of 600 men with four gaps. That they were to
do as much mischief as they could by killing =il
their officers, and ag many Huropenns. as possibles
thit the day after they would be joined by 20,000
rebels under the Rao Sahib, &c.; up({;_much miore
ot

e I e O _,?_

The next, |
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| | their leaders

TANTIA TOPER )
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; :: ‘\;rill- Tmn?en,, was, ;l__eveiﬁpu_d in a higher

grade of soiaem and at 8 later period; but

| the worls of treachery had recommenced.
- All confidence between the rebel ‘Thosts and
“was shaken; and it beeame

likely that the emulation amang thew woeild
now bein striving to ohtain pardon by being
first in denouncing each other. The neck
of the rebellion was broken; for the Ik
in the vertebrsl pillar which had hitherto

pported it, was rent sasunder; and the
energios of the government of India were
heunceforth to he divected to the restoration
of order, xather then to the punishment of
orime. | o L

"The eapture of Tantia Topee,.the.mast
gaioRL SorseeRg. gad. € hdim.of. the
rebe "Iaa"'d!ﬁ_’iaé was immccintely preceded by
SRE-GF two successful skirmishes with the
troops under his command; end the out-
line of these opetations may be deseribed
as follows. = It has alveady been stated that
several of the chiefs had surrendered to the
English commandere in different localities ;
and the exigencies of the struggle had at
" length becoms 'so desperate in every direc-
tion, that it was confidently expected
despair and vegret would guickly eowpel
most of the other leaders to give themselves
Cup.  Withi this idea, Sir R. Napier was
oceupied in'watching the jungles of Seronge,
in the heavt of Ceh‘a& India, and ahout
| 218 riles directly south of Agra. At the
swme moment, the Rao Sahib and Feroze
Shah were st Mungrowles, some thirty
miles distans, on their way to Chundeyree;
while General Wheeler, who had marched

3 =

conversation of the same stamp. The naik re-
torned, and duly ‘reported all be had seen and
heard ; and he was certain thers were others in the
conspitacy. From the difficalty of seizing and
E
ot Sihvacah) 1o 25 th & Full ced
anxions 16 meet) to go there, being fully convinced
that if he did jmtg;c to set them, they would
eventﬁdl{‘ge_indueed-' 1o come Yo him, which wonld
ensure 2 better chunce of securing them.  The piot
went on ripening ' for days, the naik duly re-
porting everything that oocurred ; wntil one day the
naik and private met, by appointment in a house
in the city, the before-mentioned two rebels, and
alo a clief conspivator mumed Khannoo, and a
pundit nawed Govind Row, who showed and read
to them the above purwana from the Peishwa. At
length, after: great difficalty, on Sunday, the 20th
(Aagest), the naik made an appomtment for the
Mahratta chief and pundit, Govind Row, to meet
| the havildar-nmjer under a luge tree, a little wiy
[ from eamp, the néxt day, and thoy were to bring
the purwana with them, The officers, viz., com-
manding officer, agjutant, and ¢nartermasier, were
old of the appointment; nnd it was arranged, when
5

A
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| from Saugor on the 4th of March, to shut
Afizst to  Ratghur, then te Bapgrode, and

ing even a straggler from the flying camps

- Balis, moved into the jungles, taking different

the Trank rosd north to Budranghur;

his zight, at a distance of five or six miles
the 9nd to the right of Colonel Rich; and

{ the havildaxr-major went to meet them, these qﬁicers
(should go quietly on horseback as if riding for

: thmrethln 2 large city, it wan determined |

{ ‘bt on Toesday, the 31gt, they came, were seined,
the havildar-major (whom they were most’

and the purwena found on them—<thus two were

the outlets of esgape on the cast, moved

thenge to Korrmi, where, on the 18th, he
gave up the chase, _ .

'he vehels had naw reached Chundeyree,
and were within twenty miles of Brigadier
Little’s, column at Lullutpore; but this
officer, in ignorance of the position of the
encmy, tnoved, on the 13th, from the last-
named place to Pahilee, without encounter-

of the rebels, General Napier, weavied by
inaction, now determined upon entering
the Seronge jungles, that he might, if' pos-
sible, beat 1p the enemy’s quarters; and a
foree, smder Colonel Rich, another under
Colonel Meade, a wing of the 92nd high-
landers, and the brigade of Colonel De

directions, The disposition of the troops
was admirable— Colonel De Salis patroiling

Colonel Rich going through the jungles to

cavalry on the right of the 99nd;-~these
parallel liges all joining at Budranghur.
On the 25th of the month, the 92nd arrived
at that place, and immediately went on to
Goonah, where the cavalry mmwived in the
morning, and the infantry in the afternoon,
the patrols of Colonel De Salis retiring to
Ragoghuar: but, during these movements
hitherto, not a single rebel was seen or
heard of ; the villagers, who appeared pro-
foundly iguorant of all uwseful mtelligence,

leasure, geb near the tres, and seiza the partics.
he rebels did not come up on Monday, ay It rained ;

enptured on the spot. T'wo officers and the naik
immediatély proceeded to the city, and with thé
assistance of the political agent, Major MPherson,
geized the Brahmin, BDall Kissen Babs, in the house
the naik pointed out; and to wmeke everything
successiul, the Brahmin pundit, Wamun Bhut, was
seized in the lines on Wednesday marning by the
havilday-major”  Later intelligence, comimunicated
in a letter dated the Sth of September, says—<The
four gentlemen Pandies deteeted tampering with the
25th regimen®of native infantry, were blown from the
gunt lon the Tth instant. 'The paPers taken from
these wonld-be irnitors, have yielded some very
valuable information, which has led to the appre-
lension of gixty prisoners, who sre now under
ttial, and probably we shall be compelled to waste
a little more powder. 'This place 15 ei least half
as iarge as Bombay, and scems a regular hothed of
sedition.” '




penetrable, and the columns net with ire-

“ on the Parbuttee river, sonth-west of Nur-

" had ordered the attack and murder of the
| by Captain Venables with a portion of the
| | 97th regiment, and Captain Rushton with

e they separated. The pursuit, however, con-

~ finding their way into the Sonthal territory,

' tants, who refused to harbour them ; others,

- flashed behind them.

bﬁy knew that they had been thére ten

\patrols lost their way, and one of them
- came upon Colonel Ricl’s camp.  Colonel

 fortune crowned the operations in the dis-
 tricts lying eastward. The rebels Ronmast

‘go managed to get away into the hills of

MUTINY. [ESCAPE BY THR

days or u fortmight previous, snd either

|

cowld not, or would mot, give any farther | the rebel bands to their lair. were £
Cinformation ; the jungle was almost im-|bafiled, wnd wearied by their unprofitable
| exertions. But this unsatisfactory state of

[Tp to the end of Muaxch, t.here ¢, the
several detachments employed in fracing

mense difficulty in the attempt to pass | things was about to terminate; and, ou the’

possible, some opening by which the eavalry |
might advance; and Colonel Rich was |
compelled to eut down a considerable euc‘i
tent of forest, to open a vead for his in-
fantry, on ecamels. | Colonel De  Salis’s

Lockhart’s comwmissariat arvived at Rago-
ghur, instead of Goonaly, -having taken a
route south-westward, instead of due north,
The day after the troops reached: Goouah,
ap order from Geoeral Napior directed a
movement upon Arone, some tweunty miles
distant.

Oun the 30th of Marel, Sir R. Napier still
lay at Seronge, and De Balis’s brigade at
Ragoghur: the rebels being still undis-
covered, but supposed to have separated
fato smell parties—the bulk of them being

singhur, Whilst thus unsuccessful in this
part of Central India, somewhat of better

Sing, of Rewah, and Furzund Ali, who

railway engineers at Etawah,* were pursned

some Madras rifles, into the terxitory of the
rajah of Siugrowlee, where, in their panic,

tinued, and a portion of the fugitives were
caught at Saleia, in the neighbourhood of
Pounah, where they were severely ent up,
Another body of them made the'r way from
Doodee, westward, along the Soane, and got
into the Rholas hills—some of them even

where they were roughly used by the inhabi-

driven from this cheerloss shelter, crossed
the Ganges by meaus of the Sangha, or
Jhoola, or such expedients as came to
hand, carefully avoiding the Ghants, and

the Nepaul territory; thus for a time es-
caping from the retributive sword which

| through it. . One officer (Captoin Mayne) | 2nd of April, a portion of the force, under
| repeatedly climbed trees, to discover, if|

the tommand of General Napier, came up
with a body of the eney near the Seronge

Sing, rajah of Powrie (a fortress | nedt
Jhansia), who was with the rebels, sarren-
dering isnselt to Coloriel, Measo mawmed-
ately after the action; and by the instru-

wentality of this defeated traifor, the cap- :

|
|
jungles, and signally defeated them ; Maun ;
!
|

[ 6is of s chief, the redoubtable” Tautia |

fiiely | |

Topes; was eventually accomplished. ol

“Tirodiftely after the successful rencontre

of the 2nd of April, the colamns under |

Colovels De Salis and Rich, and Captain
Bolton, made a combined movement in the
jungles, and, on the 8rd, succeeded n dis»] |
covering a strong body of the rebels under
the Rao Sahib, Feroze Shal, and Tantia
Topee, whoni they attacked and dispersed! |
with great loss.

The circumstances atfending this for-
tunate occurrence were as follows:—On
the *8rd of April, Captam Bolfon, the
assistant-quartermaster-general, assisted by
his spies, discovered the lurking-place of
the rebels. They were amongst the bills,
at a place called Goonjaree, about twelve
miles from De Salis’s’ camp, and it was
therefore resolved to attack them. Capfain
Boltou discovered a path through the jungle
practicable for men and horses, and by
this route the main body of the brigade
marched upon the enemy; the remainder, |
with the baggage, proceeding by the direct 1
road. About nine o’clock it was discovered
that the enemy were donbling round the
right of the main body, and on the other
side’ of the hill. The force accordingly |
counter-marched for some distance; and, |
upon ascertainivg the position of the encmy, |
tlie column was formed iu skirmishing order, |
‘the 8th hussars keepiug to the right, which |

‘was the only ground where cavalry could | |-

get.  After advancing for nearly a mile
| through thick jungle, the enemy were sect |
 under a large tope of trees at the foot of the |
hills. < This, however, was only for a mo-
ment. They disappeared, and all traces uf
thern were lost for several hous, untita i.“_-‘ﬂY
of 300 cavalry, well mounted and equipycd,
suddenly dashed out of some decp nuliab, |

g

* See ante, . 584,

upon a part of the baggag -E)tthﬂl only |

53;;}

1

|
|




DEFENCE OF A VILLAGE.]

HISTORY OF THE

protected by a few soldiers of the 95th and
some men of the 10th native infantry, whose
cambined strength did not amount to morve
than ten or twelve men,  Few ay they were
in numbers they were in no ways daunted,
but presented a bold front to the enemy,
and by their rapid fire prevented the whole
of the baggaze from being carvied off. They

were, however, unable to save the band-

master of the 10th native infantry, who
was hacked to pieces by the murderous
sepoys. While engaged in their work of
pillage, the Gywalior gnardsmen are stated
to have indulged in a good deal of boasting
at the expense of the brigade in front.
They were continually devaanding to know
where the brigade was, so that they might

| have an opportunity of cutting up the whole

force.  They disdained, they said, to fight
with & few scattered soldiers and eamp-fol-
lowers, and would infinitely prefer cutting
up our troops en masse. While indulging
in such empty gasconading, and helping
themselves to whatever they counld lay their
hands upon, they suddenly p#rceived the
rear-guard of the 10th native infautry
pouring through the trees, and a squadron
of the Bth hussars debouchiug upon the
open. 'The sowars were in their saddles in
a moment, and were far in the dense of
the jungles before the reinforcement could
reach the baggage.  Captain Bolton hayving
discovered the place where they had con-
cealed themselves, s column was detached
on the evening of the 6th inst. to attack
them. It consisted of detachments of her
majesty’s 8th hussars, 95th foot, and 10th
native infiatey, partly on foot, and partly on
cawels. After a march of twenty-four miles
the rebels were surprised, and at once at-
tacked. Our troops committed fearful havoe
amongst them, remembering their cowardiy
and brutal conduet the previous day. They
were shot down and bayoneted in heaps,
and no quarter was either asked or given.
A considerable number managed to effect
their escape, but it was only to fall into
the hands of Rich’s column, which was ad-
vancing from the opposite direction. A
number took refuge in a village, which they
resolyed to defend to the last. It was sur-
rounded; but, driven to desperation, they
resisted every effort to drive them from
the houses in which they took shelter. To
prevent an unnecessary saerifice of our
soldiers’ lives, it was resolved to fire the
village, and in a short time the place was
enveloped in flames, Those who tried to
600

eseape were either sabred by the dragoons,
or bayoneted by the infantry. Many, how-
ever, preferred remawing in the houses

until they were consumed, and met death

with a stoicism worthy of a better eause.

Those who bad sought refuge round the

village were soon hunted up and cut down
by the T_z-l'ry. In the two actions of the
morning \Wnd the afternoon, upwards of six

fh.ﬂllt]l'_t'd%{ the vebels perishied, including

many officers and men of rank amongst
them. A smbaldar of the Fwalior contin-
gent was recognised amongst the slain; and
the appearance of many others showed that

‘they were above the ordinary standard of
those the troops had hitherto been in the

habit of engaging, The rebel body-guard
of Scindia were conspicuous for the splen-
dour of their appearance, and the bril-
lianey of -their"%quipmcnts. Their belts
and popches shone: with polish, and their

buckles and silver ornaments sparkled in -

the morning sun. They were all mag-
nificently monnted; and both riders and
horses seemed perfect, hoth as regarded
equipment and caparison,

Some particulars of the action of the Hth
of April, are supplied by the following letter
from Mhow 2 |

“An express has just reached Mhow,
with the good news that part of Smith’s
brigade, consisting of B0 of the 8th hussars,
150 of the 95th, and 180 of the 10th N.I.,
the two latter mounted on Samni eamels,
after marching all might on the 4th (twenty.
three miles), eame upon and surprised 800,

n

rebels at daylight the nest mormiug, at s,

village called Tinsia, in the heart of thi
dense  belt of juugles west of Seronged
Tinsia is shout thirty miles due west of
Serange, and about ten north-east of Muxoo-
deen-nuggur fort, and near Jookur, Smith’s
brigade started after them on the 3rd; but
the rebel party under the Rao, hearing
of their approach, scon horsed, and made
direct for the Trunk road, where they
fell in with a portion of the baggage-train
of the brigade, two gharries of which they
plundered, and killed some of the men, one
of whom was a Furopean band-master of
the 10th N.I. They then appeared to have
turned north, and united with Tantia Topeo
and Feroze Shah, who thought themselves
securely eucamped in the thickest part of
the jungles. The prisoners taken—some of
whom were Bengal sepoys, and others men
of Scindia’s body-gnard—reported that
Tantia, Feroze Shab, and 'Govind were all

[0 1859,
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“present, One wman of some distinction
among them, and supposed to be the last-
named, was cut down' by an 8th hussar.
| Of the 800 rebels at the beginning of the

| encounfer, 350 at least were killed ; while

our casualties are but trifling, having ovly
| ten wounded, and not one kilied ; but many
of our men are reported missing, having
doubtless lost themselves in the jungle. A
Jarge quantity of bagzage, and some canels,
horaes, and povies fell into our bands.”
After the fight, Tantia Topee separated
from the Rao and Feroze Shah, and again
ran to cover; but his'hanut was known to
his late confederate and friend, Maun Sing
| of Powrie; and, npon his treacherous in.
| formation, the chief was eaptured by Colo
nel Meade’s force on the 7th of Apnl.  The
following telegram, from Colonel Meade to
| Lord Blphinstone, officially announced the
event :—- :
« From Mahoodra, »ié Sepree, 8th April,

half-past six e —Tantia Topee captured
by this detackment, with Maun Sing’s
assistance, last night.  Heis now a prisoner
in camp, awaiting orders for his disposal.”
. After the defeat and dispersion of the
ebiels on the 5th and 6th of April, both

eroze Shah and the Rao Sahil were lust
to be still lurking in the jungle, In the
was busied negotiativg, with the Hnglish
conmmander for the betrayal of Tantia

having surrendered to Colonel Meade, as

LI stated, immediately after the action of the
?g»‘,z‘iid of April, he took up his quarters i

the English canip at Sepree. About mid-
night on the 3rd, he sent word to the
‘eolonel, that Agvet Sing, with other rebels,
were in the Parone jungles, ten miles off,
and might be surprised, Meade at once
| started with a détachment to effect this;
but it turued out that thg party was sixteen
miles: distant, and the detachment did not
reach their neighbourhood till the sun was
up. The consequence was that they escaped,
| leaving their clothes, pugries, &e., on the
ground; and Maun Sing, affecting reluc-
tance, would riot speak out about Tantia
"Popee till the afterncon of the 7th, when at
length, after wmuch discussion, be agreed
" to make the attempt to seize the chief.
At his request, a small party of native in-
fantry was placed under his orders, and sent
quietly to Purone that evening, Mann Sing
Liaving previously gone there himself in the
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sight of for some time, althongh supposed |

| meantime the double traitor, Maun Sing,
Topee, as the price of his own safety ; hut |

"vious day, to prepare for his trial, Tantia

| family for transactions in which they had

afternoon. The men were placed in ambush
by his people; and about 2 A hé took |
‘thema himself to the spot where Tantia |
Topee was sleeping, with two pundits,
Maun Sing seized: his arms, and Tantia
Topee was at once secured. The pundits
escaped.  He had got twenty-five miles off
on. his way to jon the Rao, when Mann
Sing’s men deceived him, and induced him
to veturn, flo would have been quite out
of reach in two honrs more. Ile was at
once conveyed into Sepreein a dhooly, where
the party arrived on the morning of the
13th instant. Every precaution was taken |
Lo prevent escape or rescue; and at first, it

appears, some indecision was exhibited ag

head-quarters as to his disposal.  No na-

tives were allowed to approach the prisoner ;

and; on the 14th, an escort was told-off to
convey him to Gwalior, whexe the members
of his family were already confined in the
fort. During the day, however, in cons¥.
quence of a telegraphic communication, the
order for his remoyval was cancelled, and it
was determined he should be tried by
a court-martial on the spot, While im.
prisoned in the camp, although heavily fet-
fered, the demennour of the betrayed chief
‘ot dignified and consistent. On the 15th
e was brought before the military jndges,
the charges on which he was arraigned
being coiﬁinad to rebellion, and opposition
to the British goverhiment by force of arms.
The ‘proceedings occupied the whole day;
and the decision of the court was at length
announced, that he should perish o a scaf-
fold. When the officer told him, the pre.

—

said that be knew, for fighting against the
British government, his punishnient would
be death; he wanted no court, and he
thercfore wished to be dispatched (holding

up his manacles) from this misery, either ,
from a gun or by the noose, as quickly as
possible. He did not wish to se2 his rela-
tives ; but the only thing he asked the gov-
ernment was, that they would not punish his

no eoncern, The charge on which he was
tried was read to him on the previous day;
in answer to which he msyde a sfatement,
which was committed to writing, and after-
wards read to him by a moonshee, to whom
he listened attentively, occasionally correct-
ing the statement, which he ultimately
signed in good English characters—* TPantia
Topee.” ; .
The following personal description of i:hef }

j st :
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doomed chief,is from s letter dated “Se-
pree, April 14th :”—“lggtﬁig-'l‘o ee is forty-
nine yearsof age; standsabout five feet six;
is stout and well made ; has a pretty large
head, of great breadth from ear to ear. It
is covered bountifully with strong grey
hair, with beard, moustache, and whiskers
to match. IHis cheek-bones ave slightly
elovated ; and his black eye, under sharply-
arched eyebrows, is clear and piercing.
Altogether, his features are intelligent and
expressive, denoting decision, energy, aud
ability, Tantin is a Brahmin; and the
Brahuwinieal cord is always very religiously
placed over the ear when he goes out of his
tent to prepare his meals, &c. e performs
lus ablutions; goes through his zenuflexions,
and prepares and devours his khanna once
& day, with all the strictness and religious
ceremonies of his easte, having members of
the Brahmin caste there to attend him.
His execution was announced to take place
at 4 vop, on the 18th; so I prozeeded to
where the seaffold was erected. The ground
was kept by some men 'of the 24th and 9th
native infantry, and some of Meade’s horse.
Tantia was brought from his tent in the
fort by an escort of the 8rd Bengal Buro-
peans ; and then a considerable square was
formed; with the gallows in the centre.
The companies of the 24th and 9th native
infantry formed one side; the men of the
F4th dragoons and 17th lancers, who had
come into the station that morning and the
previous day, were drawn up on another
side ; the detachment of 3rd Bengals and
Meade’s horse, in considerable strength,
forimed the two remainming sides, A con-
siderable number of natives were seattered
all over the plain; and any little elevation
commanding a view of the seaffold, was
thickly studded with white-clad spectators.
Tantia had expressed some anxiety to know
his fate, and to have it expeditionsly exe-
cuted.

“¢On the brink of the grave he did not wish to keep

hovering,
Nor his thread wish to spin o'er ugain.

Consequentiy, at twelve (noon), it was inti-
mated to him that he was to be executed
that evening. He again feelingly exprossed
a wish that, as they were shout to take
his life, the government wounld see to his
family in Gwalior. Major Reade read the
charge—that he, being a resident at Bithoor,
in British territory, was guilty of rebellion
in waging war against the British govern-
602

l ment. The finding of the court was ¢ guilty ;!

scaffold at Sepree, as he must have done by

and the sentence, that he be hanged by the
neck until he was dead. The misiree then
knocked off’ the leg-irons ; he mounted the
rickety ladder with as mubh firmness as.

handeufls would allow him; wae then pin-

ioned and his” legs fied; he remarking that ]

there was no necessity for these operations ;
and he then deliberately put his head into
the noose, which being drawn tight by the
exccutioner, the fatal bolt was drawn.,  He
struggled very slightly, aud the mehters
were called to drag him straight. A ger.
geant of the 3rd Bengals acted as hangman.
Thus finished the career of the rebel chief,
Tantia Topee, with all' the due solemuities
of British military rontine. When the sus-
pended body became motionless, the troops
were all marched off, and the body rerained
hanging for the vomainder of the evening.

miide by oflicers and others to get a lock of
B ity 7T

. Taxfia Topee was & Brahmin of the
Décean, having been horn in the aillah
of Ahmednuggur. He attached hirself, at
an early age, to the court of the late
Peishwa, Bajee Rao, sud was, fromt his boy-
hood, the constant companion of Dhoon-
dia Punt, of Bithoot, commonly colled
the Nana Sahib. He was well skilled in
military tactics, and had made the old
predatory systemr of Mahratta warfare his
study. From the hour of his eaptnre to :
that of his death, hie exhibited no symptoms
of either trepidation or despondency. He
seemed to feel that the end was come; and
it was easy to perceive, in his general
demeanour, that he was quitc prepared
to yield up the life he had hazarded upon
the east of the die. Revolting as were his
cerimes, he attempted neither palliation wor
extennation. He gave mo mercy, and he
sued for none; stern and relentiess 1o
the Tast, e yieWed wp his life without
aniivmar o' striggle, betvaying as httle
symptoms of natiire of humanity on the

the well at Cawnpore. He deniad having
taken any part in the massacre; but it is
known that he commanded, at the time,
one of the divisions of the Nana Sahib’s
army ; and his exploits were more numercus
and dashing than those of any of the other
vebel leaders. He led the Gwalior con-
lingent in person whex Wyndham’s camyp
was burnt, in November, 1857, Sustain- |

ing, however, a severc repulse at the hauds |
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‘vanguisher was

"5 8ir Colin Campbell, and losing sixteen of |fired in anger iv his life.
-_ the Jumna, and fell |
&I back upon Calpee. . But here he did
Tutelligenee of the victorious |
ntry of Sir Hugh Rose into Central India,
| : _ f |the Nanu, or whether he was connected
' and the perilous position of the ranee of|
| | Jhansie, induced him to evacuate Calpee,
| and march southward. Onthe 1st of April, | phy. Tt is doubtful,
Sir | strange name by which he is known among
and | Europeans is an invention, a uickname
| his troops were driven in disorder, by only | (“the

his guns, he crossed
remain long.

the velief of Saugor, the fall of Grarrakota,

1858, he first crossed swords with
H. Raose on the hanks of the Betwa,

a handful of the Central India field force,
from under the:very battlements of the
beleaguengd city.  He also commanded at
Agra, and sustained a severe repulse &t
the hands of Brigadier-general Greathed.

| | Inthe course of twelve mouths he fought
. twenty pitehed battles, viz. :—The Betiwa,

Koonch, engagenments before Calpee, Gwa-
lior, Kote-ke-Serni, Sangancer, Budwarre,

| Kotarra, Inoor Gowlie, Sindwa, Kurrai,
' Rajpore, Oodeypore,

Pertamburgh, Dhoosa,
Burrache, Zeevapore, Koorhana, and Se-
ronge. Tn every one of these engagements
he was defeated, with the loss of guns

| inmumerable; and hundreds of his followers.

Duving the whole period he bad only
two suceesses—one at Gwalior and one
at Bswogurgh; and, on both oceasions,
they were over uative troops, who, instead
of opposing him, ranged themselves under
his banners. Setting aside his skirmishes,
he encountered, in successive engagements,
more than a dozen of our best British
general officers and brigadiers, His first
{freathed ; and he was
suceeeded by Hose, Napier, Michel, Toberts,
Smith, Parke, De Salis, Showers, Benson,
Somerset, Horner, and Rich, who worsted
the Pindarree leader wherever they en-
countered him. His success lay in the
celerity of his marches, his knowledge of
the country, and the freebooling manner
he adopted to obtain supplies. He carried
along with him neither baggage nor comi-
missariat, compelling the countries through
which he passed to provide him with every-
thing that his army required.

A notice of this remarkable man appeared

in a Caleutta paper,® from which the follow-
ted | generals to anticipate a severc contest, and

ifg passages are €

“Pantia Topee, aecordi;jg to the official

gecount, is a Brahmin, from the neighbour-

hood of Calpee. Up to the period of the

mutinies he is said to have been a money-

changer, and probably never say a shot
' ¥ The Fyiend of India.
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[TANTIA’S BATTLES.

full of possible careers, and so

however, so

not | deficient in men to pursuc them, seem to

have woke him u% to & new ambition.
Where or how he became connected with

with him at all, seems to be one of the
endless umecertainties attending his biogra-
even, whether the

weaver artillerist’), or a corruption of
his veal title as commandant of the Peish-
wa's actillery. Hig first appearance as a
recognised leader was at the batile of the
Jumna, where he appeared as commander-
in-chief of the army of the Peishwa—s0
called, we imagine, not becanse it obeyed
the Nana, but because its nuclens was
formed from the Gwalior contingent. These
men——Scindia, their immediate sovereigy,
being openly hostile fo them--had no re-
source but to fall back upon the ancieut
authority of the Peishwa, just as the sepoys
of the Mussulman states, passing over the
king of Oude, fell back upen the emperor
of Delhi. It is curious, by the way, to ob-
serve how little the theory of legitinacy, n
the Buropean sense, entercd mto their ideas.
They looked ouly to the powers who jnme-
diately preceded the British raj. The true
head of the Mahrattas, for instance, is the
heir, whoever he may be, of the Sattara
family, the descendants of Sevajee. The
only legitimate Hindoo monarch in Nor-
thern Indin, the rana of Oodeypore, Was
defied and insulted by his own troops.

% At the battle of the Jumna, Tantia
planned the most formidable attack with
which Sir Hugh Rose had to contend. He
was not, however, present—retiring, then
and ever afterwards, at the very beginning
of the fray. His career is a strange on® for
a toward ; but either personal timidity, or
o mistaken policy, has made this habit the
weak point of his proceedings. Thoroughly

judices, and their credulity, Tantia has re-
peatedly raised armies from the ground.

his force with a skill which leads BEngiish

again, leaving

then flics on ahead to plot
torn to

the web he has already spun to be
pieces.

pee, his influence was felt in onerof the

| heaviest blows dealt us in the war. He

| had contrived to secrete jiimse

>~
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where, screened by a small section of the
durbar, who longed for the old days of
plunder, he opened communications with
Scindia’s remaining troops. He secured
them all,  Secindia, aware as he was of the

character of his countrymen, finding he

could not obtain Europeans, met. the rebels
advancing on Gwalior with his own forces.
They all fled or deserted, except a few of
his body-gnard, and Tantia Topee gained a
kingdom at a stroke. He had possession
of the city, the richest remaining to the

‘Mahrattas; of its fortress, one of the

strongest in India; stores to equip a great
army for the field ; artillery in abundance,
and a treasure estimated at from £1,500,000
to £5,000,000. He had at least 22,000
soldiers ; and a single victory, a successful
skirmish against the Europeaus, wounld have
hrought him 100,060 men. The blow was
felt by every Englishman in India; thongh
the natives, who have an instinctive percep-
tion of the vital points of the empire, con-
sidered the march of a few hundred men
into the Delta infinitely more important,
With an enemy less persevering than the
British, Tantia might have founded a great
state, rebuilt the Mahratta power, and
reigned ay Peishwa—an office not originally
hereditary. Sir Hugh Rose, however, ap-
proached ; the old terrors fell fast on Tautia
aud his followers, and Gwalior was evacuated
without the contest it deserved,

“Aund then commenced that marvellous
series of retreats which, econtinued for ten
mouths, seemed to mock at defeat, and
made Tantia Topee’s name more familiar to
Europe than that of most of our Anglo-
Indisn generals. His reputation, though
exaggerated by the fact that all other re-
sistance had ceased, was by no means unde.
served. The problem before him was not
an easy one. He had to keep together an
army of besten Asiatics, bound by no tie to
his person, aud bound to each other only
by one common hate and one common
fear—hate of the British name, and fear of
the British gallows. He had to keep this
ill-assorted army in constant motion, at a
pace which should haffie not only the ene-
mies who pursued him, but the enemies
who streamed down af right angles to his
Line of march. He had, while thus urging
his half-disciplined host to mad flight, to
take some dozen cities, obtain fresh stoves,
collect new cannon, aud, above all, induce
recruits to join voluntarily a service which
promised only incessart flight at sixty miles

G04,

a-day. That he accomplished these ends
with the means at his disposal, indicates
ability of no mean kind., Slightly as we
may hold the marauding leader, he was of
the elass to which Hyder Al belonged; and
had he carried outthe plan attributed to him,
and penetrated throngh Nagpore to Madras,
he might have beeu as formidable as his pro-
totype. Asit was, the Nerbudda proved to
him what the Chaunel was to Napoleon. He
could accomplish anything, except cross the
stréam, - His original idea, if we may judge
from his marches, was to colléct a great
army from the little states bordering on the
Nerbudda valley, fly down towardg Bom-
bay at a pace which should baffle pursuit,
cross into the Deccan, and raise the true
Mahratta. provinces, and perhaps s large
section of the Bombay army. e was dis-

the most remarkable features of the struggle.
The goverument of Bombay could find 1o
troops to catch, or even seriously to threaten
him with capture. But they could and did
find a suceession of movable eolumns who
presented thewselves at the shortest notice
at every menaced point.  From the moment
he quitbed Gwalior to the moment he sur-
rendered at Seronge, Tantiz Topee found

tious and wundefended. These columns,
which moved at first as slowly as British
columns ave accustomed to move, learnt to
march at last ; and some of the later nrareiics
of Brigadier Parke and Colonel Napier were
equal to half of Tantia’s average rate.  Still
he escaped; and through the lot weather,
and the rains, and the cold weather, wund
the hot weather again, he was still flying,
sometimes with 2,000 ¢ dispirited” followers,
and sometimes with 15,000 men. His last
experiment was to peuetvate into Bikaneer;
but it failed, and he was compelled to double
back on’ Bundelcund, where all hope of
further retreat seems to have left him. He
took, as Koer Sing did, to the jungle—
was caught, and died. = His betrayer, Maun
Sing, is not held in yery high estimation,
although he carries hinself with a lofty air
enough at Sepree, his capital city. He
is described as being a fine-looking man,
standing upwards of six feet high, When
he reached the camp he appeared to have
undergoue a great desd of hardship, lis
habiliments looking rather worn. He has
a long black beard, with a very sharp black
eye. He had on his head a red pugrie; on
his back, one of those thick patydnd coats,

[An. 1859, N
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"‘"4{11 ornamented with sewing in gold thread;

and, oun his Jegs, a pair of silk pantaloons the
| worse for wear. His arms cousisted of a fine
| brace of pistols, gold-mounted; a double-
barrelled rifle, with one of those country-
made swords, He had 200 followers, but

them fine, big, strapping fellows, to all ap-
pearance Jikely men for anything., He has
his tent and his guard under some trees,
close by the encampment of the European
detachment, and is the lion of Sepree at
| present. Mauun rides out on his prancing
| charger or smart-going elephact, driving
| the latter himself, iron spike in hand, fol-
lowed by his limited retinue and the tag-
rag-and-tobtail of the station. The fellow
is reported to have met Tantia in an ad-
jacent village, where he left him under the
pretext of going to collect his men. In-
stead, however, of doing s0, he rode straight
to the British eamp, and gave the necessary
information. He then returned to the vil-
Jage, and lay down with the man he bad
betrayed, to have a little sleep. At a given
signal, the sepoys of the Oth native infantry
rushed in and seized Tantia almost: before
he was thoroughly awake. No resistance
was offered, and the Pindarree leader was
garvied in irons iuto Sepree, The rest is
known.”
. While, by the successful operations of the
British troops, the last fires of rebellion in
Central Tndia were being trampled out, the
borders of Nepaul still continued the scene
of a desultory mountainous warfare, of
which an idea may be gathered from the
following glance at the mavements of the
m&ective forces opposed to each other.
%~ We have already seen that the outlets
from the Nepaul territory, on the Guunduk,
were to be carefully watehed, to prevent
the possibility of any portion of the rebels,

The river Gunduk, as traced upon the map,
falls into the plains at Soopeor, north-east

of Boopoor, abt a placd called Betaul or
Bhootwal, the forces of the begum were
encamped, From this position they might
either advance into the plains, directly south
| from Betaul, or by & pass to the easiward,
' through which the Guuduk ran. It was
 therefore highly important that these two
‘outlets should be effectually closed before
an attempt could be made to uve them.
Accordingly, Colonel Kelly placed himself
on the east bank of the river at Boggah;

twenty ouly came in along with him ; all of |

| with the beguwm, crossing back into Oude. |

of Goruckpere; and, amidst the hills west |

whilst: Colonel Simpson, on the west bank,

took & ;l)oﬁition at Nichuowl, from whence | |

le could wateh the two passes leading from
Betaul into the plains. Such, it appears,

were the relative positions of the several | |

forces on the 18th of March. Somewhat
later, it was ascertained that there was
nothing to be feared on the east bank of
the Gunduk; and both Kelly’s and Simp-
son’s forces advanced towards Betav); where,
on the 25th, Colonel Kelly attacked the
rebels, droyve them back into the jungles,
and inflicted severe loss upon them, at the
same; time capturing four of their guns,
Agan, on the 28th, Kelly encountered the
enemy, and defeated them, capturing, upon

this cocasion, six elephants, 80 camels, and
more than 300 borses, with a large quan- |
tity of baggage, In this affair abour 400 |
of the begum’s troops were left dead upon |
the field, and many prisoners were taken.
The mass of the rebels were then driven l
over the fivst line of hills on the Nepaul I
territory ; the begnm, Bala Rao, and the !
Nans, secking safety beyond the second 1
line. A chief, named Mirza Nadir, with |
fifty followers, surrendered immediately 1
aftor the action, and several other leaders |
also applied for permission to come in }
under the terms 0? the amuesty. In the '
extremity to which the begum and her
prineipal adherents were now reduced, Jung
Bahadoor agein chivalrously offered that
princess, and the Rance Chunda of Lahore,
an asylum within his terntories; but he I
accompanied the offer with a declaration, |
that if the Nana, or other leaders of the |
veliel troops who had trespassed upon the ]
frontier of Nepaul, shouid fall into his |
hands, he would assuredly deliver them over |
to the British government.

The almost monotonous ealm that pre-
vailed in Oude for some time after the
commander-in-ckief published his au-
nobucement that the war was ab an end,
was at length disturbed by sorue gtirring
events in that guarter. The defeats in-
flicted on the Oude rebels on the 25th and
28th of Mareh, have been recently noticed ;”

‘and the surrender of several personages of
distinetion in the rebel army, which fol-
lowed those disasters, for a time enco uraged
the belief of u géneral intention on the
part of the enemy to give up the hopaless
struggle.  Such, howeyver, was not the |
case; and, on the 81st of March, a sharp |
engngement between a party of the 1st
Ferozepore Bikhs and a stwn% {I;_?d.? of the
L
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. result to the latter, showed that the sword

1 10,000 men, are between the first and
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rebels, which at first promised a favourable

was ot yet destined to rest useless in the
seabbard. The circumstances of this affair
were described as follows :——

The 1st Ferozepore Sikhs, who had
marched from Toolseypore for the Jirwee
Pass, ten miles off, were attacked en route
by n greatly superior rebel force, The
regiment was soon completely surrounded,
and formed square, their baggage being in
the enemy’s possession for some time.
Lieutenant Grant, the adjutant, was killed ;
Lieutenant Beckett = most dangerously
wounded; and another officer (Anderson)
less severely. According to the Stardard,
Maujor ‘Gordon also fell. Thirty-five Sikhs,
and ten of Hodson’s horse, were killed;
several camp-followers, and a great number
of yaen and horses, were wounded. The
rebels retreated at last from the fire of the
square; and a battery, with some men of
the 58rd regiment on the carriages, got up
Just too late to be of service.

According to the latest intelligence, the
Rao Sahib and the Nana, with perhaps

second range of hills. The Gonda rajah
anid Nusseerabad brigade had gone wesi-
ward-—a large body turning south, and
geattering themselves over the distriets of
Nanpara, Bhinga, Gonda, and  Bareitch.
A second encounter now ensued, While
Brigadier Horsford was pursning the rebels
who had fought in the above action from
the direction of Toolseypore, they appeared
near Chandanpore, due north of Bhinga.
Here Major Ramsay attacked them with
the Kumaon battalion mnd a squadron of
the 1st Punjab cavalry, and drove them
back with loss into the jungle near Toolsey-
pore. They seem to have di ed——part,
on the 6th of April, crossing the Raptee
near Bhinga; and part going to the jungles
east of Toolseypore, where Colonel Brasyer,
with part of the Dakharea force, was pur-
suing them,  About 1,000 of the enemy
dttneked Akonah, a fortified village near
Bareiteh, and plundered and burat it.

On the 13th of April, a numerous body
of rebels were utterly beaten and dispersed
cight miles from Gonda, on the Fyzabad
voad, by a force under Lieutenant-colouel
Cormick, consisting of a wing of H.M.s
20th, 200 of the 1t Sikh cavalry, and a
squadron of Hodson’s horse. The rebels
were chiefly men of the lst, 53rd, and 56th

regiments—infamous for having been en-
605 4

gaged in the massacre at Ca.\"m.pure: 300
or 400 of the rebels were killed. Captain

 Jones, of the Bikh eavalry, was slightly

wounded, and two troopers were killed.
The commander-in-chief arrived at Delhi,

on his' way to Simla, on the 22nd of

March, and was 'received under a salute of
seventeen guns, The Belooch regiment,
which formed his escort thus far, marched
on the 6th of April, via Sirsa, for Hyder-
abad (Scinde), where they were to be quar-
tered. His lordship minutely inspected the
troops, and looked well into their quarters;
saw the magazine, the ruins of the Moree
bastion, Cashmere gate, &e. After in-
specting the troops, he addressed them, and
paid a just tribute to the personal appear-
anco and good conduct of the 2nd fusiliers,
The natives, it was said, had a eurious
idea about the visit of the commander-in.
chief. 'They evidently thought it was some-
how or other connected with the punish-
ment so many felt that they richly de-
served; and for some days a veport pre-
vailed in the city, that the chief was to
have a morah placed on the steps of the

superintend a  general massacre of the
native population. It was a great veliel to
them when they saw that the great congueror
had left Delhi as he found 1f, thongh they
could hardly believe that he had been and

gone without the Salamee due to his

exalted vank. ' Several improvements were
ordered in the city, the wmost important
being the erection of two bastions—one at
the Lahore-gate of the palace, the other at
the Delki gate : each bastion to mount six-
teen heavy guns; sufficient to lay the cify
in ruins if necessary. During Lord Clyde’s
stay, many of the servants ef the ex-king
of Delhi were: released from confinement,
there being no speeific charge ngainst them;
and' the begum, Taj Mahal, iad a pension
of fifty rupees a-month granted to her for
‘her support. The discovery of some in-
trigue led to a report that all Mohamme-
dans were to be sent out of the eity on the
1stof April. A party of police whn had got
scent of some tressure hmied in a Moofsid’s
house, thiniing they had the best right to it,
dug it up, and divided the proceeds. As
usual, they quarrelled over the division, and
the aggrieved party gave information to some
of the ¢ivil officers, which led to still further
discoveries: ‘of appropriated treasnre. The
commmu]er—in-cﬁlef and stafl left Delki, én
route for Simls, on the 9th of April.
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| Tre seventeenth chapter of the present
work elosed with a record of the loyal mapi-
festations that spread over the empire of
| Great Britain in the East Indies, upon the
assamption of direct sovercignty Ry Queen
 Victoria;, over the varied races that were
| henceforth to owe fealty and service to
. her throne. The last and crowning act in
' India of that great corporation under
- whose auspices the mi%hty empire had been
" built up, until its stability beeame endan-
gered by its vastness, was also referred to ;*
and we have now to resume such continuous
details of events in connection with the new
overnment, as may be necessary to cons
clude, upon the soil of Hindostan, the his-
gtyof the suutinies of 1857.
Oue of the earliest and most important
asures of the government of the viceroy
W Tudia, was associated with the military
| ®ervice, by a bill introduced into the legis-
| lative council, to ameud the law under
il which the discipdne of the native regular
| awmay, consisting of men of all fribes, re-
| ligions, and castes, had been carried on
i until the outbreak of the revolt. By the
|
f
\
!
{

exigting law (Act 19, of 1 no non-
ecommissioned oflicer 0l so uld be dis-
sharged as a punishment, except by the
sentence of a court-martial, or by order of
the commander-in-chief at the presidency to
which he might belong; neither conid any
non-coranissioned officer be reduced to the
ranks but by sentence of a court-martial, or
by order of the commander-in-chief of the
| presidency ; nor could any commanding ofii-
cer inflict & puvishwent deill} or restrict to
barrack limits for a period exceeding fifteen
days, without the intervention of a court-
maurtial,  The effect of this restyaint npon
the authority of the cormmanding officer of
a regiment, had been gradually to under-
mine and destroy that wholesome fear and
! * See gnte, pp. 6195 627.

CHAPTER XX.
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respeet on the part of the men, which con- .

stituted the best security for their good
behaviour; and, in fact, had rondered the
authority which remained to enforce disci-
pline, little more than a subject for barrack-
room contempt. It was now proposed,
after the dear-bought experience of the
mutiny of the whole native army, to vepeal
such portions of the military code as so
mischievously affected the discipline of the
native troops; and, in order to mainfain
that, and to mgke the soldier fear, if he
would not respect his officer, it was enacted
by articles 2 and 3 of the proposed aet,
that the commanding officer of s regiment
should have it in his power, without the
sentence of a court-martial, fo  dismiss
or reduce to the ranks any soldiér or native
offieer in his corps—such dismissal involving
forfeiturc of pension. In cases of light
offenices, it was also provided that he should
have power, without the interveition of a
court-martial, o award such extra drill,
or the performance of such other extra
military duty as he might think fit, provided
e dide not contravene any order of the
coﬁ'rﬁgﬁder—m-chief by such judgment.

§iMhe diseipline of the mnative army of
‘india bad formerly been maintained by the
same safeguards and penalties as were
applicd for its protection in the European
element of the Anglo-Indian force; and
there is no doubt that the highest state

the period when the European system, with
all its fanlts, was applied indiscriminately

to both arms of the service. The first error ...
I

committed was that of tampering with the
authority of the commanding officcr, and
consequently weakening that of every subor-
dinate authority ; and next, by the aholition
of corporal punishment, which experence,
np to the present day, proves is an extremc

| penalty possibly necessary for exawple, aud
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of efficiency of that army, may be traced to -

|
|
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therefore, in flagrant cases of aggravated to stand in the ranks, and would have con-
erime, perfectly and humanely justifiable. sidered himself contaminated by compul-
This terrible acent of vepression was abo- | sory association with, as a fellow-soldier.

lished in the native army by Lord William| 'The actual extent of the defection of the
Bentinck, in 1834, against the advice of Bengal army is shown by the following
an immense mujority of the military com- summary, from a return presented to par-
mittee then appointed to report and give liament (session 1859), of “the names or
their opindons on the subject. Colouel numbers of ench regiment and eorpe in
Morrison, and sizxteen military  officers, | India, which has mutinied, or manifested a
decided against the abolition of flogging; disposition to mutiny against its lawful com-
while two civilitn members of council, and manders, since the 1st of January, 1857.”
the governor-general himself, were in its In fhis list the mutinous regiments in-
favour, It was, consequently, in defiance | cluded the following eorps:—In the presi-
of military experience of its necessity, abo- | dency of Bengal division—the 19th, 32nd,
lished ; but the new system worked so badly, | 84th, 63rd, and 73rd native infantry, the

that, in the time of Sir Henry Hardinge
(1844 to 1848), who exerted himself in
improving the condition of the army,
corporal punishment became again part
of the military code. Most unfortunately,
i short time afterwards, instructions were

given from the highest authority, “never|

to infliet the punishment;” and thus the
threat implied by its restoration, became
uothing better than an idle mockevy and a
mischievous insult.

Owing partly fo the disuse of this power-
fal vegulation, and to the diminished autho-
ity .of the Buropean officers of the native
regiments from the colonel downwards, as
well as to the system by which the ranks of
the army were recruited, by inducernents
of ‘superior pay and pension to the private
soldicr, and to the smicidal desive of eom-
manding officers to cobtain men of “good
caste” only for their regiments—the ranks of
the Bengal army wee filled by a hanghty and
arrogant. soldiery, who ‘were untamable by
the ordinary means resorted to for main-

taining discipline, and could only be kept
true to their colours by the excitement of ac-

tive service. . Such men were not slow to find
out grieyances when the excitement was
wanting; and haying no cohesion of prin-
ciple or feeling with their European officers,
they fell into u state of mutiny as a thing of
course, when the external relations of the
state reached that point from whence a pros-
pect of a long-continued peace was apparent,

This fact beeame too clear! y demonstrated
by the occurrences of 18578 to be longer
doubted ; and at length it was proposed to
seck, in the North-West and Upper Provinees
of Bengal, a nucleus for the native clement
of the future Anglo-Tudian army, by en.

listing men of the lowest caste, or even of

no easte at all, with whom, previous to the re-
volt, the Bengal sepoy would have disdained
608

11th iregular cavalry, and the lst Assam
light infantry battalions; in the Dinapore
division—-the 7th, 8th, 17th, 87th, and 40th
native infantry, the Sth irregular cavalry,
the Loodinna regiment, and the Ramghur
iHight infantry battalions; in the Meeruf
division—-~the Brd and 6th companies of the
8th battalion of artillery, the Oth, 4dth,
54th, and 67th native iofantry; in the
Saugor district—both wings of the 1st light
cavalry, the 28rd and 81st, 50th ‘and 52ad
native infantry, the 42nd light infuntry, and
{the drd irregular cavalry; in the Sirhind
| division——~the 6th light cavalry, the 8td,
Gth, 38rd, 3Gth, 60th, and 6lst native in-
fantry, the Hurreana light infantry bat-
talion, and the 4th irregular cavalry; in the
Lahore division~-the 8th, 9th, and 10th light
cavalry, and the 46th, 16th, 26th, 4bth,
49¢h, 57th, and (9t native infantry; in
the Peshawur division-—the 5th light cav-
alry, the 14th, 24th, 27th, 89th, blst, bbth,
58th, 64th native infantry, and the Oth and
10th irregular cavalry; at Nusseerabad-- |
the 2nd company 7th battalion of artillery,
the 15th and 30th native infantvy ; and at
Neemuch, the 72nd native infantry. In
the Benares district, the 17th regiment of |
native infantry ot Azimgurh is specially
stigmuatised.  The | 87th regiment is. also
inelnded in the return frorm this ‘distriet.
Qther mutinous regiments were the 8:id
aud Bth compenies of the 8th battalion of
artillery, the Oth native infantry, No. #
company of the 44th native infantry, the
50th, 67th, 8rd, 38rd, 61st, and 36th native
infantry, the 4th Bengal irregular cavalry,
the 8th light eavalvy, the 16th native in-
fantry grenadiers; the Dth and Oth light
cavalry ; and other regimeuts of native in-
fantry —The return relative to the Bombay
army, states that the mutinous regiments
of that presidency were the 8rd and 5th
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companies 4th bhattalion artillery (Golun-
dauze), the 2nd resiment light cavalry, the
‘2nd regiment mative infantry grenadiers, a
detachment of the 12th native infantry, and
the 21st and 27th native infantry.  The)
Guzerat irregular horse also mutinied, but
the rising was speedily suppressed.
|+ This retarn enumerates eighty-six regi-

ments as having thrown off their allegiance
| to the government of India; but other regi-
ments also, whose numbers are not in-
cluded, were affected by the mutiny,

Upon the important subject of the re-

measure perfectly unobjectionable in itself,
and one that would tear up hy the roots |
the chief source of danger in revolutionary
times; since, in following out this principle,
every arsenal in the country would neces-
sarily be garrisoned by European soldiers:
and without artillery, and destitute of mili-
tary stores, the finest army the world could
produce would be at the merey of oue-
tenth part of its number. The whole of
the existing arsenals throughout India, it
was alleged, could be garrisoned effectually
by 15,000 Furopeans, who should be all

organisation of an army for the protectio*ained artillerymen ; and of the 100,000 l

-of British India, it was observed, that while
there were but few persons in the country
who held the extreme opinion that a native
army should be dispensed with sltogether,
there were undoubtedly many who, recall-
ing the events of the preceding eighteen
months, might question the propriety of
ever placing the rifle in the hands of the
sepey, or of longer maintaining the estab-
lisf:meut of the Golundauze, or native artil-
| lery. Guupowder, it was remarked, was a
great levelier) and its discovery did more to
destroy the feudal system and the powers of
the privileged classes in Burope, than any
other event of the period. The superiority
of their arms had made the chivalry of Chris-
tendom despise the burgomaster and the
villain ; but gunpowder placed the kuight
and the peasait npon an equality in the
field. Had the revolted army of Bengal
held the Miuié rifle in their hauds, Delhi
might still have belonged to the Mogul;
\ and, in place of a wretched charpoy in a
prison-chamber, the descendant of Timur
might even now have heen sitting upon
the crystal throne in the palace of his
ancestors, It js impossible to say where
the revolt would have stopped had the sepoy |
been armed with the rifle; and the propo-
¢al to place this weapen in the hands of a |
new levy of 80,000 Sikhs, embodicd by Sir
fohn Lawrenee for service in the Punjab,
was looked npon as bordering upon an
mmsaue temerity. The necessity for main-
taining a native army to some extent in the
couniry, was admitted; but an adberence
to a few leading cantionary principles in
its reorgauisation, was also insisted upon,
which, while they might render it effizient
for all purposes for which it could be re-
_guired, would free the state from any
danger through its existence. First, it was
suggested that the artillery arm of the
_erviee should be exclusively Enropean—a

men proposed to form the future Eurcpean
force, at least 35,000 ought to belong to

this arm of the service. [

The next Important principle to be at- |
tended to in the reconstruction of the
army, was expressed by the single word
DISCIPLINE. A great aufhority has long
since uffirmed that mutiny is impossible in |
any army which is effectively disciplined ;
and it would be presumptuouvs to question |
the dictum: but it is a notorious fact, that |
this truism was lamentably disregarded in |
the mapagement of the native army of
Bengal, It now bhecame an imperative
necessity, therefore, that whatever might be
the numerical strength of the future native
levies, they should be disciplined with the
same sternness and inflexibility that pre-
vails in the English army; and that the |
difference between drill and discipline
should be better understood, and acted
upon, by those fo whom the efficiency and |
control of the men was entrusted. The
mutiny of the Bengal army was mainly at-
tributable to the indulgence of a tone of
insolent insubordination, whiclh had bheen |
tolerated in its ranks for years; and that |
fact ought necessarily to be borne in mind
when contemplating its reconstruction, In-
stant, unreasoning obedience, or death, is
the only alternative presented to the sol-
dier’s mind in every well-disciplined army ; |
and how strong ifs instinctive perception |
should be made with mercenary troops,
common sense might easily understand.

|
In India, it was now evident, such a prig- | ’

ciple could not be 'maintaived without
entrusting all hut despotic power to the
commanding officer; and that such power
might be delegated without fear of its
abuse, it was necessary that each officer
should be selected carefully, and judged
strictly, In this respect there ought to be
no excuse for failure,

|

il (T 41
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A third point was urged as a guiding
principle of importance—namely, the indis-

’ criminate enlistmwent of &ll castes in the
| ranks. The raising of 80,000 Sikhs in the
| Punjab by Sir John Lawrence, was looked
| upon by many as 4 standing menace to the
fature stability of the empire, as they were
no sooner collected together, than they had
to be watched; a regiment of Sikhs being,
in its way, a3 much influenced by caste
as a regiment of Poorbeahs; while, from its
natural and characteristic superiority, it
is considerably morve daugerons. The ex-
periment had succeeded for the time; but
it was followed by much anxiety, and
some degree of embirrassment. Such
levies, it was held, must be broken up, or,
| if retained, so mingled with the general
| native army, as to lose their individuality.
‘ So long as they remained exclusively Sikh
or Bengalese battalions, so long they were
' dangerous to the state in their isolation.
|
|
|
|

1t was also recommended, with respect to
the weapons of the native troops, that they
should ge armed with the old musket 0nlﬂv,
and that upon no account should the rifle
be entrusted to them, nntil the distinctions

| of caste had heen rendered thoroughly aund
practically subservient to the paramount
requirements of discipline.

A commission was at length appoiuted by
royal warrant, to consider the eutire subject
of the reconstruction and management of the
Indian army, which had now becone n ques-
tion of importance in connection with the
Bastern possessions of the British empire;
and the result of the inquiry was, after some
time, presented to parliament in o re-
port, of which the following is a brief
analysis :—

With reference to the first point suggested
in her majesty’s warrant, viz., “The térms
on which the army of the Fast India Com-
pany is to be transferred to the crown,” the
commisgioners observed, that the 56th clause
of the act for the better government of
India, assures to the forces which now belong

| to her majesty’s Indian army, “the like pay,

pension, allowances, and privileges, and like
advantages as regards promotion and other-
wise, as if they had continued in the service
of the said Company.”

The second question—viz, the * perma-
nent force necessary to be maintained in
the Indian provinces respectively, after the
restoration of tranquillity,” did not appear to
the comraissioners to admit of a reply in a
definite numerical form, as the amount of

BT ST

610

force must depend on the probability of
either ‘infernal disturbances ov external
aggression; and they observe—< The esti-
mates of force given in the evidence are
most conflicting, ‘ranging from 50,000 to
100,000 Europeans; and there can be no

doubt that itwwill be necessary to maintain, ;

for the future defence of India, a European
force of much greater strength than that
which existed previous to the outbreak of
1857.” The amount of such foree should, in
the opinion of the commissioners, be about
80,000; of which 50,000 would be required
for Bengal, 15,000 for' Madras, and 15,000
for Bombay.

As regavded the third guestion-—the pro-
portion “which European should bear to
native corps in cavalry, infantry, and axtil.
lery respectively,” the commissioners were
of opinion that the amount of native force
should mot, under present eireumstances,

bear » greater proportion to the European |

in cavalry and infantry, than two to one for
Be_nial, and three to one for Madras and
Bombay respectively ; the evidence before

[A.D. 1859.5

1

the commissioners being unanimous that |

the artillery should be mainly a FEuropean
force: and they agreed in the opinion thus
expressed, éxceptions being made for such
stations as were pecnliarly detrimental to
the Xuropean constitution, In connection
with this guestion, the commissioners ob-
serye, that ““military police corps have been
formed, or are in course of formation,

throughout India. They see in this force, |

in its momerical strength and military
organisation, differing as it does in no
esseutial respeet from the regular sepoy
army, the elements of future danger. They
therefore recomamend that great caution be
used in not giving to this force a stricter
military training than may be required
for the maintenance of discipline, lest & new
native force be formed, which may hereaftér
become a source of embarrassment to the
government.”

On the fourth question—as to “how far
the European portion of the army should be
composed of troops of the line, taking
India as part of the regular tour of service,
and how far of troops raised for serviee
in India only?” the commissionérs were
unable to amive at avy uuanimity of
opinion.

On the ffth guestion—* The hest means
of providing for the periodical relief of the
former portion, and securing the efficiency
of the latter,” the comumissioners observe,
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'| ‘may be effected as has hitherto been done;
| but they strongly recoramend that-the tour
of service in India should not exceed twelve
'\ years.  The establishment of a convalescent

- perfect justics to the claims of all officers

 there should be any admixture of Huropean

=

| | yolunteers from regiments of the line ve-

e by regiments of the line, officers of the Tocal

. thet “if it be determined that the Turopean
force be partly of the line aud partly loeal,

from one branch of the serviee to the other;

showed, that any admixture of'the two

INDIAN MUTINY.

the periodical relief of the former portion

station at the Cape of Good Hope, for
the invalids belonging to Buropean regi-
ments serving in India, i worthy of con-
sideration.” '

With reference to the sixth question—
“Whether it be possible to consolidate the
European forces, so as to allow of exchauge

and what regulations would be necessary
and practicable to effect this object with

now in the sewvice of the East Tudia Com-
pany ?” the commissioners were of opinion
that, although there are many difficulties in
so amalgamating the local European furces
with those of the line, snch an arrangement
would be advantageows, if it could be
effected without prejudice to existing rights. |
On the seventh question-—viz, “ Whether

and native forces, either regimentally or
by brigade ?”” the preponderance of evidence

forces, rezimentally, would be detrimental
to the efficiency and discipline of both ; but
that the admixture, by brigade, would be
most advantageous ; and the commissioners
concurred in this opinion.

On the eighth point—* Whether the
local European force should be kept up hy |
drafts and volunteers from the line, or
should be; as' at present, separately re-
eruited for in Great Britain 7’ the commis-
sioners were of opinion that the Enropean
force, if local, might he partially kept up by

turning to England ; and that the recruit-
ing in: Boglind should bs carried on under
the same authority and regulations as fov
fores being employed on that service, »

‘As regarded the ninth question, the com-
missioners censidered that it would not
be advisable to raise any regiments in the
colonies, composed of men of enlour, cither
for temporvary or permanent service in
India. :

‘With regard to the tenth point—'c Whe-
ther the native force should be. regular or
irregular, or both; and if so, in what

roportions ? the commissioners were of
P

opinion that the irregular system waa the
best adapted for native cavalry in India;
and recommended that it be adopted, Y

The eommissioners wove of opinion, with :

regard to the point— Whethor eadets, senit
out for service with native troops, should in
the first instance be attached to European
regiments, to secure uniformity of drill and
diseipline ¥° that such officers should be
thoroughly drilled, and instracted in their
military duties in this country, as recom-
mended n the reply to question 5, before
they are sent to India. 50

The commissioners having digposed of the
questions speeially xeferred fortheir inquiry,
submitted the following recommendations
on eertain important points which, in the
course of examination of evidence, came
under their notice:—1., That the native
army should be composed of different
nationalities and castes, and, as a general
rule, mixed promiscuously through each
regiment,
native army, in her majesty’s eastern posses-
sions, should' be enlisted for general service.
3. That a modification should be made in
the uniform of the native troops, assimila-

ting it more to the dress of the country, and |

making it more suitable fo the climate.
4. That Europeans should, as far us possible,
be employed in the scientific branches of
the service, but that corps of picneers be.
formed, for the purpose of relieving the
European sappers from those duties whick
entail exposure to the climate.
the articles of war which govern the native
army he revised, and that the power of
commanding officers be inereased.

non-commissioned officers be regulated on
the principle of efficiency, rather than of
seniority, and that commanding officers of
regiments have the same power to promote

pon-commissioned officers as is vested in | |

officers commanding regiments of the line,

7. That whereay the pay and allowances | |

2. That all men in the regular |

5. That |

6. 'Ths! |

the promotion of native commissioned and |

| |

" |

of ‘officers and men are now issued nuder |

various heads, the attention of her majesty’s |

gowgrnment be drawn to the expediency
of simplifying the pay codes, and of adopt-
ing, if practicable, fixed seales of allowances
for the troops in garrison or cantopmeuts,
and in the field. 8. That the commander-
n-chief in Bengal be styled “the com-
mander-in-chief in India,” and that the
general officers commanding the armies of |
the minor presidencies be commariders of

G R S T
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which they have hitherto enjoyed.. 9. The
commissioners observed, that the efficiency
of the Indian army had hitherto beeu inju-
riougly affected by the small number of
officers usnally doing duty with the regi
ments to which they belong; which evil
had arisen from the number withdrawn for
staff and other duties, and civil employmenit,
All the evidence before the commissioners
pointed out the necessity of improving the
osition of officers serving regimentally,
]i‘or the attainment of this objeet, and for

- the remedy of the evil complained of, various

schemes have been suggested, viz.~—1, The
formation of a staff corpe. 2. The system
of “ seconding” officers who are on detached
employ, which exists to a certain extent
in the line army. 8. Placing the Enropean
officers of each presidency on general Jists
of promotion.

The commissioners not being prepared to
arrive af any satisfactory conclusion on this
point, without further reference to Iudia,
recommended that the subject should be
submitted, without delay, for the report of
the governors and commanders-in~-chief at
the several presidencies, with a view to the
framing of regulations which might ensure
the greater efficiency of regiments.

While referring to military affuirs, it
may be noticed, that the sum available as
prize-money for Delbi, amounted to abont
twenty-eight lacs of rupees, or £280,000,
which, it was decided, should be borrowed
by the goverument of Indis, and bear
interest at the rate of five per cent. per
annum, the whole or any part to be re-
claimable after three months’ notice, given
either by government or by the prize-
agent. 1t was also notified by the governor-
general, that the Queen had been pleascd
to command that a medal should be granted
to the troops in her majesty’s service, and
in that of the deposed Company, who had
been, or should be, employed in the sup-
pression of the mutiny; with clasps to those
engaged in the capture of Delhi, and in the
defence and relief of Lucknow: aud fur-
ther, that zll civilians, whether or not in

. her majesty’s service, who had been ac-

tively engaged in the field, or otherwise
before the enemy during the recent opera-
tions, should participate in.the same hono-
rary distinctions, :

it was further announced, by a govern-

* Bee vol. i, p. 6286,

tIn Sir John Lawrence’s report of his adminis-

tration of the Punjab, special reference is made to
612 - {

~

ment notification, that ber majesty had

been pleased to determine that non-mili-

tary persons who, during the progress of
the operations in Indin, had borne arms
as volunteers against the miutineers, and
had performed deeds of gallautry, should
be considered eligible to receive the high
distinetion of the Vietoria Cross, under the
same rules and regulations as were appli-
cable to officers and men of her majesty’s
army and navy, and Indian army and navy,
upon the fact being established in each
case that the person was seyying for the
time being under the orders of a geneval or
other officer in command of troops in the
field ; the latter condition inyidionsly shut-
ting out all isolated cases of individual

bravery, such as those of Boyle and Wake

at Arrah, and Venahles al Azimgurh;
whose valour, and services rendered to the
state, were second o none recorded in the
history of the revolt,

As descriptive of the progressive advance
to order in one portion at least of the vast
territory that had been shaken to its centre
by rebel force, the following statement,
from the Mofussilite, will be read with in.
terest :—“The Delhi division, which last
vear (1857) was the foeus of rebellion, has,
under the administration of Sir Johin Inw-
rence, been reduced, in the short space of
six wonths, to perfect order; affording a
marked contrast to the proceedings of gov-
ernment in every other division of the em-
pire—Lucknow, perhaps, only excepted.
Sir John Lawrence, from the first, had op-
posed all projects for the destruction of
Dethi as childish and impolitic* but he
had no intention of allowing the citizens to
escape the just punishment of crime.  One
of the first acts of his administration, theres
fore, was to establish a system of penal
fines, No property was confiscated, excepd
after trial by ti)le commission, and proof of
active assistance in  the rebellion; hut
all the Mussulman ivhabitants who had
heartily assisied the mutineers, and sub-
mitted willingly to the king, were subjected
to & property-tax for one year, of twenty-
five per cent. The Hindoos who, while
less hostile, had still failed in their duty as
subjects, were assessed ten per cent.; the
whole being payable withiu the year, under
penalty of Act 10, of 1858—the Norman
and Saxon law.f

his proceedings at Delhi, in the 131st, 18%nd, and
K38rd paragrapbs, which are as follows :—
“For some time the city of Delhi was placed

[a.D. 1850. ':i
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‘prisoners were awaiting trial.

mmm MUTINY.

“ The money was paid; and the citizens,
as sensitive to taxation as Ttalians, will not

. speedily forget the lesson of rebellion, The

next step was to compel the inhabitants of

| the division, generally, to repair the losses
Eyery community was

of the sufferers.
compelled to pay up instantly the amount
of the damnge done. 1f the loss were public,
the buildings were restored at the expense
of the snrrounding villages: if private, they
paid the ascertained amount, which was at
once handed over to the sufferers. A strict
debtor and creditor account was kept; and
a8 the fines were irrespective of any punish-
ment incurred by the rebellion, the balance
was decidedly on the side of order. There
is, perhaps, no argument more readily com-
prehensible by a native: execution is
nothing—he can risk that; but to be de-
prived inexorably of his plunder, of the
very reward for which he steeped himself
to the lips in erime, is bitterness indeed.
“The same principle has been carried
out in the Gogaira, The tribes inhabiting
that region vose in September, 1857 ; the
revolt was trodden down, but not till iu-
finite rischief had heen accomplished. The
rebels, even when defeated, exulted in thenr
gaing; but they did mot comprehend the
man with whom they had to deal, A
commission quietly examined all claims
sent in by the sufferers, and then ordered

under a military governor, but by the commence-

¢ mient of 1868, the civil authorities resumed their

functipns. As might have been expected, the num-
ber of persons who suffered death for erimes cun-
nected with the rebellion was very considerable. 1t
is diffieult to analyse all that may have heen done
during that period of exeitement. Towards the end
of Fairuar}', 1858; however, when the chief com-
missioner visited Delhi, he found that 1,400 political
: ; He immediately
organised & judicial commission, composed of thres

officers, two civil and one military, and invested

them with the raquisite powers (including those of
lifs and death) to dispose of these oases. By May,
1898, no less than 851 persons were disposed of by this
mimission, of whom 41 were punished capitally,
3 oned, 1{4 flogged end fined, 533 released
on geeurity or uneonditionally. But as fresh arrests
nave been made from tine fo time, there were still
200 and upwards to be tried, and the commission is
still'sitting, Commissions .pf‘: two officers each were
appainted for the othex districts also, but their work
has been less onerous. ;

©“As regards the cily iself, one European repi-
ment is accommodated in the palace of the Mogals,
and one in the government eollege; the Sikh corps
in the grent mosque ; the Turopean artillery in tge
Arabic college. The grent magazine is of course
held by Furopeans. The treasury is within the
citadel palace. The most important gates of the
gity: are gusrded by Buropeans. The city walls
and fosse are standing. ‘The ehurch is restored for

. b |
[THE DELHX TAXATION,.
compensation, The expenses incurred, it
wwas found were— e i
. Rupees.| 110
Plundered property IR 07 17 5
Experse of sales' ~ . . . . . 3616 4 1)
Money given back to punished rebels 10,919 2 '4
FExtra police in Gogaira' . 40311 3
: i Mooltan . 5 o 1902005 8
Damags to public property . . 850 B 0
To salt-mine stores ¢ : « 495 14 0
Dmﬁe M ng RS W e R ) BT T 18
Cost of fortifying buildings in Gogaira 2,825 11 0
Iitto in Mooltan . ! 6 PN 1 Tl

Total i g . 851807 4 6
“That is all to the rebels’ credit; bu

there is a small per contra 1— ]
Rupees.

Property recovered and restored . 1.18,843 12
Compensation in cash 3y « 1351140 6
Compensation in property . . 1.67.969 6 6
Realised by fines, &e. . . TB194 13 8
Balanee of fines (coming inj , 30326 0 0
Property sold at Moeltan . 10190 19
Jhung ’ . . A D e L T ) |

e SR

Motal 'y L0 1S 60/08g) 416

s [ Balance, to he realised from rebels,
1,644 rupees; which little sum will be
realised without fail. Moreover, the people
of Gognira, when they have leisure to reflect
on the rebellion, will find, that not only
did they gain nothing, but their leaders
had a somewhat heavy account. It is true
only thirty were hung; but twenty-seven
more were transported for life, eighty-five

divine worship, The houses of the city have not
materially suffered, For some time after the re-
capture, it was deserted of its inhabitants like a eity
of the dead. At first the Hindoo inhabitants were
gradually and cautiously re-admitted ; and in March
Inst, the privilege was extended to Mohammedans
also. * The Delhi townspeople have in some meu-
sura suffered the punishment which their rebellion
dessryed, . The mass of them have lost nearly all
their movable property; they had to endure hunger,
exposure, and every privation throughout the winter,
They sre now permitted to return, and the eity
is being gradually re-peopled. The population may
now amount to one-fourth of its former numbers.
‘Muny houses of rebels have been gonfiscated. On
all uther houses it is proposed to levy a cess. With
the proceeds of those confiscations, cesses, and fines,
it is proposed to establish a fund for the compen-
sation afpthe Christian sufferers by the mutiny and
outbreak at Delhi. Outside the city the extensive
suburbs of native mansions and gardens, and the old
British cantonment, are in ruins, and will probably

‘remain so,

“In January, 1858, a general disarming of the
people was ordered to be carried out after the same
manner as in the Punjab, By April, some 225,000
stand of armms of all Kinds were delivered up to the

olice ; und besides these, there were taken at Delbi
orty cart-loads of arms, which were not_rr!ume'rnt-edu
There can be but few arms now rematiteg 1n the

search continued to be mude].

|
Delhi tervitory.” [For these, a rigid and perseveriog j
|
|
|

—

B

-



| s0; for this generation will scare

- | was cherished by some of the native popula-

‘the arms of its nurse.

A FANATIC, |
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| imprisoned Jor fourteeri years, fwenty-two
| for seven years, thirty-nine forshort periods,
| and 122 were flogged, fined, and dismissed,

Gogaira is again at peace, and will remain
y forget
how Sir John Lawrence squaves his ac-
counts.” .

An instance of the ferocious hatred that

tion of India towards anything European,
i§ afforded by the following extract of a
letter, dated from Nassick, near the city of
Bombay, September 24th. The writer
says—~On the 21st instant the following
scene was enacted amongst ws, in | broad
daylight, and in oue of the principal strects
of the town. Privates J. and G. Cameron
and Chisholm, 92nd highlanders, at present
martered here, walking quietly through
the town, met a fair little English child in
The soldiers, glad
to see a white face, stopped aud spoke to
it, little knowing that by so doing they

| wonld, under Providence, he the saviours
of its life. They bhad passed on their way
' but a few yards, when, hearing a noise

‘behind them, they torned and saw the child

and purse in the honds of a dedperate fana-

tic, who, having seized the child by the
neck, was using his best endeavonrs to
strangle it: the nafives about, instead of
rendering ‘assistance fo the nurse in res-
cuing the child, had all fled. It was buf
the work of a moment for the soldiers to
rush to6 the rescne, strike the would-be
cowardly assassin to the ground, and snateh
the poor hittle thing from his felon grasp.
I am happy to say the wretch was so han-
dled by the bighlanders, that he is still in
hospital, and not unlikely to continue there,
He is a well-known charagter in the place,
and was very lately discharged from the
Poonah hospital, cured of 2 malady that
renders him sacred in the eyes of the
miserahle natives, but a dengerous pest to
all others.” .

A tremendous explosion occurred at the
arsenal at Kurrachee on the 21st of Oc-
taber, by which the greater part of the
buildings were destroyed, aud every house
in the town shaken to its foundation. The
affair, which at any other time would have
produced a panic, aud been attributed to
design, appears to have heen perfectly acei-
dental, through'a rocket exploding when
being driven, the flame of which reached
some nncovered ammunition boxes. The
whole of the ball ammunition, amounting
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‘deprived of its arms,

to upwards of a million rounds, was blown
up:with the portfires. and fuzees; but the

magazine and a portion of the arsenal wes

Eiﬁaned. The left front of the latter Wi,
wever, @ mass of ruins, the fire o
confined to thay part of the building. o

‘powerful was the explosion, that the déo s

was scattered several hnndred yards from e
arsenal, and into the centre of the bazaar.
The body of one man was thrown above
forty yards from the building ; hut the list
of human casnalties extended ouly to two
killed and five wounded. _

Amidst all the erash and wreck of the
native army of Bengal, the bulk of the
38rd regiment of infuntry stood firm in its
allegiance, notwithstanding the defection of
two of its companies, and that, for precan-
tionary motives, it had been subsequently
The time had now
arrived when it became possible to evince
the approval of the government of its loyal
and ‘soldier-like conduct, by restoring fo
the ‘men the arms of which they had been
deprived. This gratifying incident - took
place at Jullunder, an the 17th of January,
1859, when the following characteristio
address was delivered to the regiment, in

‘the presence of a brilliant staff, by Major

Tiake, upon whom the pleasing duty had
develved i—

“Native officers and sepoys of the 38rd
regiment,—On the part of Brigadier Mil-
man, I congratulate you and your colonel
that the day has come in which the govern-
ment has recognised your fidelity and devo-
tion. When General Nicholson took away

‘your arms, he promised you that they should
'be restored if you behaved well.
all that has happened since that day, I can
 testify that in every vespeet you have proved
trte. 1 therefore rejoice that the day has |

Knowing

come in which General Nicholson’s promise
has been folfilled. A soldier without drms
is like a scabbard without a sword: this

reproach 18 now removed ; and, as medals are |

given to soldiera in token of their bravery,
s0 the restoration of arms will be fo you a
mark of your fidelity——a proof that wyou
remained loval when so many others proved
traitors. The brigadier, myself, and all of
us, have full eonfidence thut the bravery
displayed by the 33rd regiment af Bhurt-
pore, in Cabool, at Ferozeshah, and Sobracn,
will always be shown aganst all traitors
and all enemies of her majesty Queen Vie-
toria, and her goveenmwent, Officers and
men of the 83rd, resume your arms, which
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a I am proud to declare you have never dis- |

graced.”

The positive necessity which arose for
prompt and decisive action in every depart-
ment of the government, through the events
of the rebellion (which, at times, crowded
vipon each other with uncontrollable rapi-
Jdity), had, as the war progressed, and parti.
cularly towards the close of operations in
the field, been produnctive of results mot
strictly accordant with the gravity and
decornm of justice, which, although per-
haps not really prejudiced by the measures
resorted to, was still open to question,
when the life or liberty of an’ individual
dzrended 1pon the calm investigation and
deliberate judgment of a court upon his
peculiar ease. It had frequently happened,
that in disposing of prisoners before courts-
martial, persons accused of mutiny and
murder, and lcsseér crimes connected with
the outbreak, were avraigned before the
courts in hatches, and subjected t0 a general
and indiscriminating sentence. This evil
at length attracted the notice of the com-
mander-in-chief, who—with a laudable de-
sire to restore fo the functions of the mili-
tary tribunals the reputation for strict,
although prompt, justice, which was their
peculiar characterstic-——on the 15th of
January, 1859, issued the following notifica-
tion for the future guidance of his officers :—

“The commander-in-chief having had
before him for review the proceedings of
several geueral courts-martial, held under
the Act No. 8, of 1857, before which large
bodiex of prisoners were branght for trial at
one and the same time, his excellency
considers it expedient to offer a few remarks
upon the subject, for the particular con-
sideration ‘of officers anthorised to hold such
courty, In Lord Clyde’s opinion, the mea-
sure above adverted to, is not one well cal-
culated to secure the deliberate administra-
tion of justice, or to lead to that dispas-
sionate inquiry into each prisomer’s case,
which, however culpable he may have been,
he is entitled to expect when placed upon
his trisl before a military tribunal. His
lordship does not, however, consider it ad-
visable to issue any definitive instructions
that would iimit the nux her of prisoners to
be ordinarly tried together under Act
No. 8, of 1857, as the effect of such a
course might be to inconveniently iuterfere
with the discretion which should remain in
the hands of officers who find it necessary

fo convene courta-martial under that act;

‘tical eentres of disaffection.

but he would eavnestly impress upon all
officers empowered to carry cut the inten- |
tions of the legislature, tho necessity that

exists of gurefully considering the cntlx'_b‘l"-i-'. .

justice  on all oceasions of trial, and the |
right of the accused fo a fair and wnim-
peachable mode of procedure. This, as a
genexal rule, may be best accomplished by
not arraigning the prisouers in large bodies
when there is time, and when opportunity
offers; to divide and try them in small nurh-
bers; and it is 'only in case of great emer-
genoy, when the inferests of the state would
suffer by delay, that this rule should be.de-
parted from.”

On the 24th of January, the government
gnzette contained the following . andounce-

ment :— .
Hort William, Calentta, Jan, 24, 1859.
“With reference fo the proclamation
of the 30th. of January, 1858% it is hereby |
notified, for general information, that his |
excellency the Right Hon. Vistount Can-
ning, viceroy and governor-general of India,
having returned to the presidency, has this
day resumed the seat of president of the
couneil of the governor-general of India”
The question of confiscation was brought
before the supreme couneil at the end of
January, by the authorities of the North-
Western Provinees, who submitted to gov-
ernment lists of the estates confiscated be- |
fore the awnesty, requesting it to determine
whether it would in sueh cases eonfirm
the sentence, or waive the right which it
conferred upon the state in favour of
the offenders, as an act of grace. Alfer
classifying the varions degrees of guilt into
five heads, the decision of the goverument
was as follows :-——Clasg 1.-—In eases of mn~
tiny and desertion, the confiseation to hold
good. Class 2.~—Murder and pluoder, ac.
companied with murder of British subjects.
That whensver the persons murdered werc
not of European blood, a reconsideration of
the cases will be admitted, Class 3.—Local
rebellion, unconnected with the great poli-
The list to be
cavcfully revised by the magisirate, who
must submit a recommendation for mercy
whenever there may be a reason for doing so.
Class 4.—Complicify in the general rebel-
lion. The confiscation to hold good. Class 5.
—Cases in which revision is regarded Dby

* The document referted to, merely notified .hi”
lordship's temoval to Allahabad, and the appoints |
ment of & president of the council during bis sbsance. |

See ante, p, 406, 815 {g}w |+
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the board as mecessary; that the sentence

of confiscation should be remitted in all

these cnses, except when the magistrates
| see a sufficient objection to the remission,
which should be explained in detail,

The subject of compensation to those who
had sustained heavy losses by the rebellion,
in many cases extending to the entire
amount of their property, was neither so
uickly or so satisfactonly disposed of by
the government, On the lst of May, 1858,
the government of Indin, after a delay of
ten monthe (excused by the state of the
country), ordered an inquiry info the extent
and character of claims for compensation.
The information--which embraced losses to
the Christian subjects of her majesty, com-

uted at one million and a-half sterlipg,
esides a probable equal amount sustained
by loyal Hindoos and Mohammedans—was
collected from all aceessible quarters, and
reported to the proper anthorities; and there
the affair rested.* Some six months alter
this, the sufferers considered, that though
prepared to endurs the inevitable delay of
official routine, they would like to learn some-
thing of the progress that had been made
towards a result ; and therefore, on the Sth
of January, the secretary of the compensa-
tion committee was directed to inguire of
the seeretary to the government, at what
stage the consideration of the claims had
arvrived, and whether the result of that con-
sideration might be communicated to the
| parties deeply iuterested in it. To this
| apphieation the following reply was for-
warded :—
“Tort William, Jan, 19th, 1859,
“Sir,—I am directed by the right hon-
ournble the governor-general to inform you,
that the investigations of claims for losses
resulting from  the late distnrbances, bave
been finished in the North-West Provinces,
the Punjabh, Oude, Central India, and Raj-
pootana; and that reports, for the most
_ part complete, have heen submitted to this
government. The investigation in Bengal,
it is believed, is also finished. A copy of
the instruetions ander which these investi-
gntions have been conducted, is inclosed,

. “ His lordship, I am to ohserve, does not
eonsider it necessary, in the present state of
the case, to communicate to the compensa-
tion committee a statement of results, either
individually or collectively.

“ As regards an opportunity being given
to claimants of supporting their claims, I
am to state, that no reply can be returned
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until a decision on the main question is
taken by the right honourable the secretary
of state for India,

#1 am desired to add, that a general
report will be sent to her majesty’s govern-
ment, as soon as the local reports are quite
complete.—G. R, Simsox, _

# Under-Secretary, &e:, &e.”

Here, again, the affair rested; and fhe
treatment to which the loyal sufferers by
the mutinous and rebellious outrages were
snbjected by offieial indifference, was un-
favourably contrasted with the copsideration
shown to the rebels and plunderers by the
act of amnesty. It was felt by the sufferers,
that the state, in entirely forgiving its ene.
mies, had closed the door of redress against
its friends, The claims for compensation
upon actual losses, amounted, as computed,
to nearly three millions—wrested from the
loyal subjects of her majesty, for their
fidelity during a crisis of anarchy and ruin,
and which they had, morlly at least, a
elear right to be reimbursed. The govern-
meut, it was alleged, was without the power
of repaying such a sum from the ordinary
resources of the state; but the perpetrators
or promoters of the wanton destruction that
liad created these elaims, were still in exis-
tence; and it was on them, as precedent to
the amnesty, that the government should
have imposed the enus of making good the
losses sustained by their act, or encouraged
by their sanction—a purpose which might
at once have been effected, hed 2 levy been
made upon the populations of the whole of
the affected districts, of a fine sufficiently
serions to cover the amount of the claims
for compensation. It was considered that
the local government ought not to have

wasted time, or shifted its responsibility, by |
referring to the home government & question |
it was competent itself to decide upon the |
spot, and that it ought to have imposed |

fines npon all the great fuci of the rebellion ;
whieh, with the sums arising from the sale

of forfeited lands and the forfeited pensions, |

would have beer sufficient to satisfy the
¢laims of the sufferers.

The magnitude of the sum required to
cover the losses sustained, however embar-

rassing it might be to the government '

whose want of foresight had permitted them,
was now only capable of liquidation by one
of two ways. FEither the imperial govern-
ment must grant the sum required from the
crippled revenue of the country, or it must
be raised by adopting the principle acted

=28
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jnpon 1 the Delhi and Gogra divisions by
'Sir Johu Lawrence, and imposing a fine
upon the offending districts, and the cities
and towns most prominent in rebellious
outrages, such as Benares, Allahabad, Delhi,
| Cawnpore, Meerut, Baveilly, &e. It was
suggested, that the fines imposed upon the
cities should be paid at once; the other
portion, levied upon the districts, being
collgcted within a given period, as an extra
assessment, To this it was objected, that
the offences of the inhabitants of these
places had since been condoned by the
amnesty, and that it would be eoutrary
to good faith to retract the full and free
| pardon of tlie sovereign, already offeved, and
| geuerally accepted. 'This ohjection, hows
| ever, left the question of injustice a3 it
| stood ; and if it was necessarily to exist
at, all, it wag felt that those who had been
| in arms, siding and abetting, if not actually
| perpetrating, the injuries complained of,
| were the parties to sostain it, rather than
' those who had suffered: by their conduet,
| Besides, although the government, by the
| amnesty, had waived the offence agaiust
itself, it had no power or right to waive the
wrong against iudividuals,
question was over; the piivate one remained
to be settled; and the mussids and bud-
mashes, and their abettors, who had had
their revelry, their incendiary fires, their
religious war, and puppet king, ought to be
made to pay for their amusements. It was
-quaintly observed— It will not do fo issue
tickets for such entertainments at such a
low price as to make them popular. Bengal
has had its holiday, and has now to settle
the bill; and we must take care that the
settling of the account shall be remiembered
for many a year to come.”
| The subjeet was one of deep interest to
those whose property had been swept away
by the ravages of the insurrection; and the
indifference with which their applications
were treated, added much to the sense of
injury aiready sustained, which was not
at all mitigated by the hanghty refusal
to communicute the results of the govern-
ament proceedings, “either individnally or
collectavely.” 0 bl |
Wearied at last by the tardiness of offj-
cial mevement, and the supercilions Awdeur
of oificial dignity, the snfferers by the re-
volt embodied their grievances and their
claims in an appeal to the British parlia.
went. The petition 0 the Lords was en-
trusted to the Barl of Rllenborough ; that
VOL. IL. 4K

The public |1

to the Commons being placed in thall;mds
of Mr. Roebuck, M.P. for Sheffield. The

dissolution of parliament by Lord Derby,
on the 23rd of April, 1859, prevented its
attention being called to the subject; and

the gquestion of compensation remained
open for some session of a new parliament,

The suppression of the revolt was hy
this time looked wpon as a fact accom-
plished, and the movement of troops from
the disturbed provinees to permanent quar-
ters, or en roule to the presidencies from
which they had been collected, commenced
from all points, The following farewell
order by the commander-in-chief, indicated
the regiments first moved from the lately
disturbed provinces :— ]

“ GENERAL ORDER,—February 25th, 1859.—The
following regiments being under orders to return to
England, and the Madras fusiliers to their own
Ereaidency. the commander-in-chief hids them &

earty farewell :—9th (Queen's royal) lancers, 14th
light dragoons, 2nd battalion military train, the
naval brigade H.M.’s ship Pearl, 10th regiment of
foot, 29th, 32nd, 61st, T8th, 84th, 86th, and 1st
Madras fusiliers, !

# 1t has seldom happened that any regiments have
been more distinguished than has bieen the case with
nl]d_@hese corps, during the years they have passed in
.

1. The 9th langers began their fine career with
the Gwalior campaign, including the battle of Pun.
niar, after which they partioipated in the Sutlej and
Punjab campaigns, with the battles of Sobraon,
Ch:llianwallah, an
they were most prominent at the siege of Delhi——
having served and dviven guns, in adg
other duties, during that trying time--at the relief
of Lmecknow, the battle of Cawnpore, the siege of
Lucknow, the campaign of Rohilcund, and the cam.
paign of Oude, ending in the reduction of the
provinee,

2. The 14th light dragoons bore & part in the
Punjab eampaign, including the battles of Chillian-
wallah and Goojerat; -they were present in the
Persian expedition under 8ir James Outram; and
haying been incessantly and most adwirably en-
gaged in Central Indla, till very lately, since the
Bombay division first took the field in the autumn
of 1847; including move sarticularly the siege of
Jhansie, the actions of the Betws and Golowlie, and
the relief of Gwalior, Their squadrons and troops
have also been engaged in very many minor affairs,
in which much honour has been won.

w8, The 10th foot were greatly distinguished at
tke batule of Sobraon, at the siege of Mooltan, and
the baitle of Goojerat. During 1857 they were
employed at Benares and in Behar; and in 1838
they assisted at the siege of Lucknow—having since
been  frequently engeged in the Azimguch nnd
Shaliabad campaigns, _'

" w4, The 29th Yoot gained mugh honour in the
Buﬂéj'and Pil.r_:ljab campaigns, iuo]udiug the battles
of Ferozeshal, Chillianwnl!luh. and Goojerat.

45. The 32nd light infantry, as is well known,
formed the chief nart of the illustrious garrison of
Lucknow, under the late Sir Henry Lawrence and
: 617
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| Sir John Inglis; f{lieir previous career in Indip
- having evabraded the siege of Mooltan, the battle of
Goajerat, and the aperations in the Peshawur Valley,
Subsequent to the relief of the Lucknow garrison,

. the 32nd were at the battle of Cawnpore; and in the

" autumn of 1858 were engaged in the reduction of
the yrovince of Oude, |

selves at Chillisnwallah by their extraovdinary
steadiness at & moment of vexg great peril.  That
reputation wis well maintained alterwards at the
battle of Goojerat, and again at the siege of Delhi,

“7, "he Toth foot weve in Persia !i'nge"'r' Bir James
Outram : without landing ot Bombay, they came
round to Calentts, and wete among the first, under
the Jute Sir Henry Havelock, to restore confidence;
in Rritish srms aiter the outbreak of the mutiny.
Present at the various netions vnder that Inmen
offigey, and at the first ‘entry info Luekrow for the
reinforcement of the eriginal ‘garrison, they com-
pleted their service by the siege of Lucknow and
the campaign of Rohileund.

#8, The B4th foot and Madras fusiliers were both
sent round from the presideéncy of Madray when the
| first ‘mote of danger was sounded in 1857. Like
their eomrades of tie 78th, they participated in all
the actions of that eventinl poriod.  They both took
part in the siege of Lucknow-—the Madras fusiliers
puTsuing éq:}]]’mgn in Oude during the subsequent
sumnier; while the 84th foot performed the like
arduous. duty amid the wwamps and jungles of
Behar,

“9. The 86th hnve been engaged in Central India
| under 8ir Hugh Rose, having borte a most pro-
minent part in all the principal actions commanied
by that officer; vis, the siege of Thansie, the baltle
of the Betwsj the action of Golowlie, the eapture of
Calpee; and the relief of Gwalior, together with
numerous smnller affajve,

10, Buch i3 a very slender sketch of the servicss
performed by the above ecorps, The limits of &
general order render it impossible to do more than
allude to the principal actions in which they have
been engaged. But it will be a eatisfaction to all
these regiments to recollect hereafter how well they
hiave deserved of their Queen snd country; and
that in the opinion of those best qualified to judge,
they hiave well maintained the reputation which was
cﬁmmitted to their charge by those who went before
them,

“11. Let the army well reflect on the meaning of
8 fegé;mntal utation. In it i8 contained not
only the ton of every man at present in a
corps, ‘mitrmo_ﬂie re _mat?g! of those l:who lived in
it in former days; while the fature fortunes of a
régiment may to & great extent be influenced by it.
. “12. Feeling this very strongly, the commander-
in-chief considers he can pay ro higher or heartier
compliment to the regiments of W%lieh he is now
taking leave; than to assure them, in all sincerity,
that they hiave onall occasions during their Indian
carger, proved themselves worthy of the raputation
won in formeér days by men Wenring the same
numbeys and badges as thenselves,

“13. It remains for the commander-in-chief to
notice, with feelings of sdmivation, the exploits of
the 'military tréin, and of the naval brigade of
the Pearl.

“14, The formec ras converted into a ecovalry
corps in the midst of war, and learnt to act as
cavalry sn}diﬁei";; before the enemy. Their duty has

6. The 1st foot won great reputation for thent= |

Yeomanry cavalry, and 800 Ghoorkas.

ialwuys been done well, and itecluded the relief of
Tincknow, various atfairs under Sir James Outram,
sieze of Lucknow, #nd the campaigns in Azimgurh
-un§ Shahabad, The battalion of the military train,
now retarning to England, will be warmly weleomed
by the new covps, of which it may be said o have
begun the active career befors an enemy.

- %15, The naval brigade of the Peari, which for a

long time formed the principal European force in
Goruckpore distriet, bas been engnga{' in numerous
uctions, in ail of which the steady gallantry of the
officers and men under Caplain Sotheby, C.B.,
renderad a great and enduring service to the state.
They have shown themselves in évery respect to be
worthy cotnrades of the famous ceew of the Shannon,
which won such renown before Lucknow, under the
late gallant and lamented Bir William Peel,”

The varions troops mentioned in the
above general order, shortly sfterwards pro-
ceeded on their respective rontes, receiving,
on their way, gratifying testimonizls of
the admiration to which their valour and
endurance had eminently entitled them.
A description of the reception given to the
naval brigade and to the lst Madras fusi-
liers (formerly commanded by the illus-
trious Neill), may suffice as a specimen of
the feeling generally maunifested towavds
the whole force,

The officers and men of the Pear! naval
brigade, 205 in nuamber, arrived at Cal-
cutta from their glorious campaign on the
2nd of February, and, like their mates of
the Shannon, were received with much
enthusiasm by the inhabitants, who, on the
16th, entertained them at a public dinner
in the town-hall. The following is a brief
sketeh of the military eareer of this band
of maval heroes. Just one year and five
wonths previous they had left their frigate
(the Pearl) to proceed to the North-West;
proceeding by stemmer to Buxar, where
they remained for a short fime guarding
the fort there; thence they proceeded to
Chuprab and Sewan. At Gai Ghat they
built a bridge of boats, over which the
(Ghoorka foree frora WNepaul advanced to
the aid of the British troops, Subse-
quently the brigade moved to Almorah,
where, on the 5th of March, from 18,000
to 18,000 of the rebels attacked the en-
campment, in which, besides the Pearls
brigade, there were hut 80 of the Bengal
In
the ranks of the ememy were 3,600 disci-
plined sepoys, and they had with them ten
guns. Notwithstanding this immense dis-
parity of force, the Huwropoans not only
gallantly defended themselves, but assumed

the offensive, capturing eight of the rebels’ |

et e
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guns, and pursuing the enemy to their
intrenched camp at Rewah, a distance of
ten miles,
enewly again took courage, and attacked
the British camp about half-a-dozen times,
in bodies of from 8,000 to 5,000 men, but
on ¢ach occasion were repulsed, The
Pearl's brigade encountered the enemy
about twenty times altogether, the first
éugngewent being at Sonepore, in the

Goruckpore district, and the last at Tool- |

seypore ; but numerous as were its en-
gagements during the campaign, it lost
but one man, llled in battle—namely,
Second-muaster Fowler, who fell at Almorah ;
“although, in the course of the struggle,
many of them were wonnded: at the hattle
of Almorsh, about thirty, all of whom re-
covered. Several died of disease from the
fatigue and heal of the weather; which was
not extraordinary, considering the exposure
to which they were subject during seven-
teen months. After deducting for deaths

| and invalided men during the ecampaign,

205 men of the original brigade of 250,
returned in excellent condition to Caleutta.
The Ist Madras fusilier regiment also
arvrived at Caleutta, on its homeward route,
on the 14th of February, and was received
with great demonstrations of weleome. A
portion of H.M.’s 3rd and 99th regiments,
with the Calentta volunteer guards, were
drawn wp in front of Government-house,
where the viceroy, with a number of mili-
tary and civil officers, had assembled.
On_ the arrival of the regiment upon
the parade, it was veceived with military
honours, and loudly and repeatedly cheered.
When silence was obtained, the governor-
eneral advanced, and addressed the men
in the following terms :—

“Colonel Galwey, officers, and soldiers
of the Madras fusiliers,—I am glad to have
the opportunity of thanking you publicly,
in the name of the government of India,

| for the great services which you have ren-

dered to the state. More than twenty
months have passed since you landed in
Caleutta. The time has been an eventful
one, fnll of labours and perils, and in these
you have largely shared. Yours was the
first British reginaent which took assistance
to the Central Provinces, and gave saflety

to the important posts of Benures and’

Allahabad.  Yon were a part of that brave
band which first pushed forward to Cawn-
pore, and forced its way to Lucknow, where
80 many precious lives and interests were

After this encounter, the!

at stake. Trom that time you have, with
little intermission, been in the front of
danger, ' il

“You are now returning to 'your presi-
dency, your ranks thinned by war and
sickness; but you return covered with
honour, carrying with you the high opinion
of every commander who has Jed you in
the field; the respect of your fellow-sol-
diers in that great English army in which,
from the begiuning, you have maintained &
foremost place; and the gratitude of the
whole community of your fellow-country-
men of every class. Further, you have the
satisfaction of knowing that you do mof
leave behind you o single spot of ground
upon which you have set your feet, where
peace and order have not: heen vestoved,

“When you reach Madras, tell your
comrades of the Madras army, that the
name of the Ist fusiliers will never be for-
goften on this side of India, Tell them
thut the recollection of all that is due to
your courage, constancy, and forwardness,
will mever be effaced from the mind of the
government under whose orders you have
served. Tell them, especially, that the
wemory of your late distingnished leader is
cherished and honoured by every English-
man amongst us; and that though many
heroic spirits have passed away since the
day when he fell in front of you in the
streets of Lmcknow, nmot one has lefl a
nobler reputation than General Neill.

“1 now bid you farewell, fusilievs, and I
wish you a speedy and prosperous voyage
to yomr own presidency. You are indeed
an honour to 1t,”

Tt will be recollected that this gallant regi-
ment saved Benares aud Allahabad* and
was present in all the actions consequent
upon Siv Henry Havelock’s efforts for the
relief of Lucknow. 8o greatly was the pre-
cision of their five dreaded by the natives,
that the Nana issued & general order, com-
manding his people “nat to meef the
¢ blue-caps,” who killed without being seen.”
The regiment had lost, during its service in
Bengal, more than three-fifths of its original
number, or 600 men.

At the termination of the viceroy’s ad-

dress, the men formed again in marching
order, and procceded to the ghit, where
they were to embark for Madras, As they

¥uarched along the strand, they were saluted

by the guns of the fort and the s'n_ipping
in the river, and all the vessels in the
* See yol. L, pp. 228—226; 266264
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harbour were dressed with colours in their
hronour,

The fusiliers reached Madras harbour on
she 21st of February, and landed the fol-
lowing day, under a royal salute; a govern-
ment notification, to the following effect,
being issued for the oceasion j— '

* Fort St. George, Feb. 15th, 1859,

“ Intimation having been received by
government, that the Madras fusiliers would
leave Calcutta, on their return to their own
presidency, on the morning of the 15th
mstant, in H.Ms steamer Sydney, and
trausport Twbel Cain in tow, they may be
expected to arrive here on the 21st instant,
Their arrival will be made known to the
public by the firmg of four guuns from
the St. George’s bastion, at iutervals of a
minute.  Should the vessels be sighted
before seven o’clock a.m., the regiment will
land at three o'clock e.m. the same day ;
but if after thai hour, they will not be
landed till three o'clock ».u. the following
day, Should they arrive on Sunday, at
whateyer hour, they will not land till the
following day at three o’clock »,u,

“The whole of the effective troops in
garrison, including the bodys«guard, will
parade in full dress on the north beach, at
Messrs. Parry and Co.’s office, at half-past
two o’clock, on the oceasion of the landing
of the Madras fusiliers, and will form a
street thence to the railway terminus, by
opening out files as much as may be neces-
sary. The troops will be under the orders
of the senior officer on the parade, The
Madros fusiliers will march through the
street of troops to the railway terminus,
where an entertaivment will be prepared to
do them honour, Affer the Madras fusi-
liers have arrived at the railway termidus,
the troops will return to their respective
barracks.” i Ve o

The day was observed as a general holi-
day in all the government offices, and by
the community at large.  Along the street
formed by the military, the veterans marched
amidst the enthusiastic cheers of the ladies
and gentlemen who crowded the verandahs of
the buildings, and of an immense multitude
of the native population. As they passed
on, the troops presented arms to the colours
that had come victorious from so many
fields of battle; and upon its arrival at the
railway station, congratulatory addresses
were read to the regiment from the Buro-
pean and native communities. The men
then partock of more substantial refresh-
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ment, aud, after dinucr, stepped into the
special ' train, which conveyed them to
Arcot, from whenece they proceeded to
Bangalore, whither their wives and families
had previously been sent, to be in readitiess
to receive them, =

On the 14th of March, & notification in
the government gazette, contained the fol-
lowing recognition of the services and
weritorious conduet of H.M.?s 10th and '
32nd regiments, then en roufe to Caleutta,
for embarkation to England :—

* No. 360, of 1859.—H.M.’s 10th regiment of foot
is' about to embark for England. Iis excellenoy
the governor-general in council cannot allow this
regiment to pass through Caleutta without thanking
the officers and men for all the good service which
they have rendered in the lnst two eventful years g
first at the outbreaks of Benares and Dinapore
next asa part of the column under their former com-
mander, Eﬁigadier-gcneral Frauks ; and wove larely
in the hyrassing operations conducted by Brigadier-
general Sir E. Lugard, and Brigadier Douglas, on
tither bank of the Ganges. The governor-general
in council desires, in taking leave of the 10th regi-
ment, to place on record hie cordial appreciation of
their valuable services, The reginiens will be salated
by the guns of Fort Willizm on leaving Caleutta.

“ No. 361, of 1859.-—The services of H.M.'s 32nd
regiment light infantry, which formed a part of the
hereie garzison of Lucknow, and which is now nbout
to leave India; ciaim a epecinl acknowledgment
from his excellency the governor-general'in council,
These services eéxtended through the defence of
Cawnpare, and througlh the final operations of the
commander-in-clifel in Oude,  'The governor-general
in countil thanks the 8Ind regiment for all that
they have done and endured. His excellency con-
gratulates officers and men on their return home
after a long and distinguished career in India, and
bids them Fileartil},r furewell, A salute will be fired
from Fort William before the departure of the
Tegiment.”

The popularity of Lord Canning, which,
during the progress of the rebellion, had
been frequently and rudely assailed, was
now destined to receive a shock, in con-
sequence of a finuncial measure introduced
by him to the legislative council of Iudia,
in March, 1859. In the extraordinary cir-
cumstances of the country, the imposition
of new taxes to meet interest of new loans
and the increased war expenditure, had
become a matter of necessity, about which
there was o dispute; but the question how
the two millions requisite for the emer-
geney were to be raised, gave occasion for
a vast diversity of opinion, which at length
concentrated into a general expression of

dencies,  The circumstances under which

discontent on the part of the commercial |
and mercautile interests of the three presi-

i
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|| & perfect hurricane of useless indignation

was evoked by the members of these im-
portant. communities and their organs, were
as follows.

At a meeting of the legislative council of
TIndia, held on Satarday, Maich the 12th,
‘at which were present the viceroy and gov-
-ernor-general, the Hon. Sir J. Colville, Sir
C. Jackson, Major-general Sir James Out-
ram, H. Ricketts, B. Peacock, H. B. Har-
rington, H. ¥orbes, E. Currie, and P. W.
Le Geyt, ¥sqs.—his excellency laid upon
the table a “ Bill to alter the Duties of
Customs on Goods imported or exported by
Segs” the clauses of which, and schedules
‘annexed, were as follows :—

1. ¥rom and ufter the passing of this Act, so much
of Schedules A and B annexed to Act 14, of 1836;
so much of Behedules A anl B annexed to Act 6,
of 1844; a0 much of the Schedule annexed to Act 9,
of 1844 ; a0 much of Schedules A and B snnexed to
Act 1, of 1852; and so mueh of sections 2, ¥, and
4, Act 30, of 1854, as preseribe the rates of duty
to be eharged on goods imported. into, or exported
from, any port in India by sea—are repealed.

1L From end after the passing of this Act, all the
provisions now in force of the above-mentioned Acts
whith have reference to the duties of customs now
charged and levinble on goods imported info, or ex-
ported from, any port in India by sea, shall be taken
‘to have reference to the duties of eustoms prescribed
in the schedules annexed to this Act; Ex:ovided'that.
nothing in this Act shall sutharise the levy of daties
of sea customs ot any free povt, or be deemed to
affset the provision of Acts 6 and 7, of 1848,

111 Nothing in this Act shall apply to the articles
of aalt or opium, or to teak timber exported from
the Arracan, Pegu, Mertaban, and Tenasserim pro-

¢ious slenes and pearls, grain and pulse, horses and
other! hiving: animals, ice, coal, coke, brieks, chaik,

resources of the cauntry—all free. And the collee-
tor of customs, subjeci to the orders of the lloeal
execnutive government, shall decide what articles of
machinery
such decision shall be final in law.
twist, and yarn—five per cent.; ten, cotfee, tobacco
and all preparations thereof, spices (including ecassia,
cinnamon, pepper, eloves, nulmegs, ‘nnd mace),
haberdashery, millinery, and hosiery, grocery, confec-
tionery, and oilman’s stores, provisions, hams, and
cheese, perfumery, jewellery, plate, and plated ware
—twenty E_er cent.j porter, ale, beer, cider, and
othiy similar  fermented liquors—four unnus the
imperial gallon ; wines and liquenes—{wo rupees the
imperial gallon; spirits—three rupees ditto, Apd

in bottles, six quart bottles shall be deemed equul to
the imperial gallon. ' All articles not included in the
above enumeration-—ten per cent.

Schedule B.—Rates of duty to be charged upon
goods exported by séa from any port in India not

and pearls, books, maps, aud drawings printed in
India, borges and other living animals; cotton, wool,
sugnr and rum, spirits, 1obaceo and all preparations
thereof, raw silk——all free; grain and pulse of all
sorts—four annas the bag not exceeding two Indian
maunds; or if exported otherwise than in bags—two
anras the maund ; indigo—three yupees the maund;
lac dye and shell lie—four per cent, All country
articles not enuwmerated or named above—three per
gent. | )

His excellency then proceeded to explain
the reasons which had led to the introdne-
tion of a bill of so much importance, tlie

ces,

IV. And wherens contracts or agreements may
have been made for the sale or delivery of goods on
which increased or sdditional duties are imposed by
this Act, and which (contracts or agreements may
hava been mads without yeference to such increased
duti¢s, and thereby the several contractors may be
materially affected, It is therefore further enacted,
that if iy person shall, by virtue of any contract
entered into before the passing of thiz Act, he hound
10 deliver, at any time after the passing of this Aect
gaods hareby made liable to an increased or addi-
tidn(_ll_ﬂ._ra.tii".'iis_;;d'ut ;, and shall, upon the importation
or exportation of any goods which he may deliver
on performance of such econtract, pay a rate of dut
higlier than that which was imposed by law on sue
goods at the time when the contract was entered into,
every such person is hereby authorised and em-
powered to add to the a;ﬂae of _'ﬁﬁﬁh-g‘aé@a'-a sum
equal to the difference of the duty paid under this
Act, and the duty which would have been payable
under the laws in force when the contract was
entered into, and shall have the same remedy for
the resovéry of such sum, ve if the same had been
part of the price agreed pon. i

V. This Xct shall take effect on and after the 12th
dag of March, 1859.

chedule A.—Ratos of duty to be charged on the
following goods imported by sea into any port of

object of which was to increase the duties
on imports. He observed, that the finan-
| eial position of the government at the end
| of the year 1856, was good, and full of
| promise for the future—the previously
existing deficit having been reduced from
104 lacs to 18 lacs; but the new financial
year was only n fow wecks old, when there
fell that first spark which kindled the late
wide-spread conflagration, of which the
embers were but now dying out. Then
came, he said, a time when they could no
longer talk of balance-sheets ; hearts, brains,
hands, were alike required to think aud act,
and fight for their country, Now that
its honour was vindicated, now that our
character as merciful masters in our power
was established, it was time fo examine
into the state of our financial resources,

exhaustion, He did not coucar in' t.hat
opinion ; and he should shortly state, with-~
out going into minute detail, the most

India not being & free port:—Bullion and coin, pre- |

and stones (marbles and wrounght stones exoepted), | |
catton wool, books, machinery for the improvement |
of the communications and for development of the

come within the ahove deiinition, snd |
Cotton-thread, |

the duty on spirits shall be rateably increased ss the |
strength exceeds London proof; and wier imported

being a free port :—Bullion and 2oin, precious stones |

reduced, some seemed to think, well-nigh to |
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| imports into the eountry, " His lordship
. then proceeded to say, that sinee May,
i 1857, when the mutiny commenced, there

| in Bombay.

| ingreased. Of munitions of war, there had

| prominent items of the expenditure of the
|| late war,in order to show that no choige,
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was left to the government, but' that 1t was
imperatively uecessury for them fo seek
at once for resources in the taxation of

had arrvived at Calentta, from Fugland,
fifty-two regiments of infantry, nine regi-
ments of cavalry, and thirty.-eight compa-
nies of artillery and engineers. This army,
to be kept in a state of readiness for the
field, had received reinforcements, from
Bengal alone, of 20,000 men; 166 trans-
ports, mostly of large size, had arrived
at Calentta ; and not less than 5,000 hoyses
had been landead theve, besides large arvivals
The comniissariat expenditure
for the year 1847, exceeded two millions
sterling: this item had been doubled, and,
for the present year, would be largely

heen Janded 7,000 stand of arms, and 186
roonds of shot and shell; and, of course,
every item of that depavtment hore like
heavy proportions, It must be borme in
mind, he observed, that with all this expen-
diture, they had to face a general and large
rise in cost In every item, from an elephant
down to a camp-kettle——ranging, in some
eases, a8 high as 800 per cent. advanes:
the cost of carriage to the North-West
Provinces had risen, in the last year, to
£10,000 per mensem to Allahabad alone;
and, in hike manner, there was increased
cost in England to be carried fo account,
He claimed, then, the admission, that it
was no idleness or carclessness that gave
rise to their present necessities, but the
unavoidable cost of carrying out gigantic
operations, that 't:ompe_lleg the measure he
had laid before them. They wonld better
judge of their position wheu he stated, that
at the close of the year ending 80th of
April, 1858, they found themselves with
a deficit of 817 laes of rapees; 4.2., 799 lacs
worse than at the commencement of that
year. Of that excess, 601 lacs were due to
expenditure in Tndia; the rest in England,
The loss of revenue amounted that year
to 350 lacs; loss of treasure, 130 lags ;
increase of military expendittire, 882 lacs.
To one point he could speak of his own
knowledge—that, in the estimate of the
expenditure of the eurrent year, there was
certainly, as yet, no sign of bettering their

position. That statement, at the end of
, 622

the approaching April (1859), he greatly
feared would be found to exceed 1,300 laes.
To meet the enormous expenditure, recourse
had to be made to exceptional comrses by
debentures in England: eight millions
sterling had been raiced. The proceeds
of loans in India, from the Jst of May
to that time—say twenty-two months—was
914 lacs. Those two amounts together did
not meet the amount of the expenditure;
but it would be seen, by making the allow-
ance for the excess in the balanee of 1857
over 1858, there was a difference of 414
lacs ; and that added to the twoitems given
above, eame nearly up to the amount mén-
tioned. His excellency then said—"What-
ever may be done by loins—whatever may
be the opinion of individuals on the extent
to which they shonld be raised, either
in India or in England, one fact remains—
we must find means to meet the interest
upon them. He eould appeal to them (the

legislative council) on that ground alone, |

that it was their duty at once to provide as
largely as they could, by all just means, to
meet the demands coming wpon them; and
there was no means which would operate so
entively without injury to the public interest,
or with less injury or pressure on indivi-
duals, than by raising the customs duty
on imports,” The present tariff, he observed,
was based npon a system which bad now
passed away in England, and of which but
few velics remained : and, adverting to the
progressive adoption of free trade mn Eng-
Jand, and the repeal of the navigation laws,
he said that the existing tariff varied from
three-and-a-half to five per cent, on English,
and from five to seven-and-a-half per cent.
on goods of foreign 0;-i%]i__n,_ " By the measure
now submitted for the adoption pr the
legislative couneil, every protective or
differential duty was cleared away, and
the duties proposed would be levied solely
for the purposes of public revenue. His
lordship then procceded to ennmerate the
various items embraced by the bill; and
said, in conclusion, that it only remained
for the council to decide the time at which
the measare should come into operation.
In ordinary eases, there would be a delay of
three months from its introduction; but it
was the intention of the governmeut to
propose that day to suspend the standing
orders, so as to allow the bill to pasy,
aud ifs provisions would then at once be
put in force. He was aware that the change
would interfere with the current operations
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of the trading class; but it was better for a-.ll

classeés that there should be no interval
between the passing of the bill and its

action, He admitted that, in case of con-

tracts to deliver goods at Caleutta at & fixed
price (such price being, of course, based
upon the existing rates of duty), there wonld
be » difficulty ; but, to save all hardship to
parties under’ such contracts, & clause had
been ‘introduced into the bill, enabling the
contractor to elaim the additional duty
from the buyer, as if such duties formed
art of the original contract. After some

rthier ohseryations, his lovdship moved
that the bill be read a first time; and itwas
read accordingly. :

On the motion that the standing orders
be suspended, in order that the bill might
be read a second time,the Houn. E. Carie
said he had no idea of the intention of the
government to pass the bill that day, and
Lie trusted the council would mot be borne
upon to pass a bill of the kind, without an
opportunity of considering its details, It

- was scarcely possible, on hearing such a bill
| read at the table, to follow its details, or

to give any consideration to them; and
it appeared to him that it was making mere
ciphers of members of council, who, till
that moment, had 1o opportunity of know-
ing the contents of the bill.

To this remark the governor-general
replied, that there was assuredly no inten-
tion on the part of the government fo make
ciphers of any members of the conncil; and
that the bill was ‘pressed forward solely
on public grounds, for the purpose of avoid-
ing the doubf and wncertainty, snd the
total paralysis of business which must avise,
if snch o meagure were held open for idis-

cussion. i
The Hon. James Colville said be also

shared in the. surprise of the member

for Bengal. He had certainly some idea
of the suspension of the standing orders, to
accelerate the progress of the measure; but
he did not expect they would be called upon
to pass it per salfum ina day.

After some further remarks, pro and con.,
the bill was read a second tirme, and the

governor-general gave notice of wmotion,

that it should go into committee on the fol-
Jowing Monday; and retired from the
council-chamber. ;
On Moaday, March the 14th, the legisla-
tive council again assembled, and went into
committee on the bill. Upon awiving at
séction 4, relating to enforcement of duties

from buyers, under contracts for goeda
to arrive, the Hon. E. Currie said, that,

waited upoa by members of the mercantile

this elause, which was presumed to be
for their relief, would, in reality, be of great
injury to them; that therggwere very heavy
contracts ranuing for geods to arrive at
fixed prices, to the extent of eighty per
cent, of the arrivals for the eusuming two
months, which would have to be .delivered
to the buyers at that fixed price, notwith-
standing the provision in the bill; that
if the duty was added, the vative merchants
would refuse to xecetve the goods; and if
the iraporters attempted to enforce the pay-
ment, they would, in many cases, injure
their = business conneetion ;
other hand, if they did nof enforee it, the
owner of the gopds at home, seeing this
clause, would mnot -allow them to claim
any deductions from  their retumms, on
account of this increase of duty; and so the
loss would in every way fall mpon them, the
agents or factors in India,

The governor-general, in reply, said he
could not understand the force of the
objection. The clause did mot put =mny
compulsion upon the seller to enforce his
coutracts; it only empowered him to"do
s0 if he thought it desirable. The object
was certainly not to oppress the correspon-
dents of English houses 'in India, but to
enable them to protect their interests.

The Hop. Sir J. Colyille said his position

very much before him; and he guite

clause was retained.

The Hon. B. Peacock, on the part of the
government, declared that it was certainly
not prepared to abandon the elause, which
was & most equitable one; and, moreover,
its operation was entirély a question of
choice for the parties interested. After
some further remarks, the clause passed
as it originally stood.—The Hon. E. Currie
said, hie saw no reason why arficles of pure
luxury, namely, preeious stones, should be
free of duty, whilst jewellery, made up, paid
‘twenty iper ‘cent. ; and Sir J. Colyille said
the same anomaly had struck him.—Lord

to impose a tax which was nr:egarly, if not
e

L

Canning, while allowing the snomaly to
exist, explained that it was most impolitic, :.
md against every sound principle of taxation, |

before ¢oming to the conneil, he had been

and, on the .

[rHie LEGRLATIVE COUNGIL. |

community, who desired to represent that .'

was one that brought such matters as these |

realised the difficulties of the position, |
which would be greatly mugmented if the |
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guite, impossible of collection ; and while
a kings ransom might be lidden, as e
might siy; in one’s mouth, it was hopeless
to impote any' duty upon such articles,

After some objections had been wrged
against the free introduction of machinery,
and the difficnlty of defining many articles
under item Nogls, Schedule A, ‘the bill
passed through committee, was reported,
read a third time, and passed. T ]

And now; upon the devoted head of the
governor-general, burst the storm of tudigs
nant remonstrance aid invective that had
been gathering during the past sixty hours
among the: mereantile community of Cal-
cutta, and which had ¢ven ‘already mani-
fested itself in public meetings hastily con-
vened in Caleutts, and sabsequently in
Bombay and Madwas, and in the more sub
dued tone of memorials from the Chambers
of Commerce of the three presidencies. The
Bombay papers were speeially earnest and
npaninons m their condemnation of the new
tariff.  “The inability,” said the Bombay
Limes;, “of Lord Canuing’s administration
to cope with our finabcial difficulties, has
beea demomstrated most painfully by a
new act of legisiative infironty, which casts
the whale burden of the deficit upon the
trade of (the, country. | A new tarifl has
been: suddendyimposed upon us without &
day’s, wainingy doubling, trebling, and
quadrapling ' the duties upon'all imports:
‘We hive given this administration a frank
and loyal support ‘throughous its diffienl-
tigs; but its repufation scems destined to
split upon the rock where nine-tenths of
the administrations of the world suffer
shipwreck.”-—Another paper, of the same
presidency, declared, that <“Lord. Cabning
seems resolved to alienate feom him for
ever the respect and esteem of all ‘right.
thinking .men, ‘He bas capped his past
financial blunders by the introdaction of a
new customs tanff, which threatens to sap
the existing trade hetween England and
Tudia toits very foundations,”

The annexed parrative of events is from.

the Bombay Guzette:-0n the morning
af the l4th of March, importers passing
goods through the custom-house were sur-
prised by a demand for greatly inereased
duties.  They were informed that these
were levied in aceordance with instractions
received from Galentta by the electric telo-
graph; and a government notification sub-
sequently verified this information:  Evea-
tually, it appeared that a bill ‘to alter the
624

duties of customs’ had, on the 12th, been
introdueed into the legislacive ‘eouncil by
Lord Canning himself, who desived o have
‘the standing orders suspended, in order
that be naight pass’ it through at once.
Mr. B, Currie and Sir James Colville, how-
ever, objected to the 8o precipitate passing
of & most important measare, with the
nature ‘and details of ‘which they had no
‘opportunity of hdcoming acquainted, except
that atiorded by the tlerk in reading it at
the table. So the: final sanction was de-
ferred from Saturday to Monday, on which
last-unmed day the bill beeame law, some
hours after it had been put into operation
here, aud probably elsewhere,

“The excitement created here was great,
and extended to all clayses of ‘the com.
munity,  The matter affected the Kuro-
pean'pact of it especially ; for the duties on
almost every imported article of cousmmpe
tion, from bonnets to rheer, were guadro-
pled-—raised from: five per ceat. to twenty
per cent.  And this: just when the exigen-
cies of the late times of disturbance had

point previously unheard of.

“The principal sufferers, however, were
likely to he those who, having sold goods
‘to arvive, agreeing, as usual, to pay the
duties and other echarges thereon, found
thal their perhiaps small profit was eon-

having to pay; donble or fourfold the
amount of duty which they had, on the
faith of & long-pxisting tariff, taken as an
element in their calenlations, It was fonud,
indeed, when the act in ﬂﬂ_l;pfgs,.p’rmnu?-

gated here, that a clai ebed, de-
signed to protect such venabling
them to vecover the ‘duty from. the
purchaser ; buty boihhera ghd at Caleaita,

it seems thought byithe merchants gene.
yally, that this only makes motters vorse.
Phe Brtish amporter will not take the
native purchaser into court on such a
point . and yet, if he be only an agent; be
may, with this elause in existence, be held
 liable by his principal to wmake good the
| amonut of extra duty: | ar ;

“The measure took effect here on Mon-
day, the 14gh instant; and ‘on Tuesday,
the 15¢h; 4 numeronsly attended meeting
| was held on the subject. Tt was therein
| resolved, first to ask Lord Blphinstone to
 suspend, if he could, the fulfilment of the
instructions which he had received, for a

o S ik

run. up prices of Huropean supplies: to. a

verted into a heavy: loss by the necessity of

| peniod long enouvgh to. enable hmporters to l
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avoid the injury consequent upon their
|| immediate enforcement ; if not, till the re-
| sult of @ reference to Caleutta, by tele-
‘graph, could be ascertained, His lordship
| could not suspend the measure at all; but
| he had anticipated the views of the merean-
| tile community, ind himself had telegraphed
to Caleutta on the subject, The teply
‘thence was, that no suspension could be
‘allowed.
" #Then the merchants assembled again,
‘and resclved to memorialise Lord Stanley
againxt the act, denouncing as well the in-
|| policy of such a measure generally, as the
| mjustice of its sudden operation. The
memorial, 8 temperately. worded but co-
gent docufhent, goes home by this muil,
‘and will, we trust, receive duc considera-
tion. Our great hepe, however, is in 'the
agitation of the manufacturers at home, who

| | are at least as deeply interested in the mat.

ter as our Indian merchants and agents.”

The sbsence of notice of the alteration
formed the grand point of complaint. The
finaneial necessities of the government
formed, of course, their justificatioft  Had
the mercantile commumty received notice
of /the intended alteration, the revenue
would probably have suffered considerably.
A string of resolutions was passed at a
meeting of the Bombay Chamber of Com-
| merce, convened on the 15th of Mareh, to
| the following effect :—

#1st, That this meeting records in the
strongest mauuer, the surprise and alarm
with which the mereantile community of
Bombay has received the government re-
venue notifieation of yesterday, and pro-
tests agiinst the glaring ivjustice of the
government of Tndin inJutroducing, with-
out notice, changes so seriously and preju-
dicially affecting the trade of Bombay."”
«ond, That as mercantile operations now
pending were based upon the luie fariff
tliey cannot, in the opinion of this menting,
be subjected, without great injustice, to

y an enhanced rate of duty.”

her of Commerce be requested to memo-
rialise the right honourable the governor
in council, expressing the. feeling of the
meeting in regard to the notification, and
praying him to suspend the enforcement
of the tariff.” i -

A deputation was named to present the
memorial, the result of which has been
already stated. )

The Bombay Times was supremely indig-

YOL. 1. L 7

egrd That the ehairman of the Chame

nant. Tt remarked — But to come to the |
notifieation that has excited all this uproar.
It must, of course, be withdrawn ) the

Chamber is quite powerful enough to fusist | |
Phe notifieation is hut another of | |

upon if.
those blunders which spring from. legis.
lating in the dark, and cannot be persisted
in, in the face of a proper remonstrance;
only let us take care that the remonstrance
lays down a principle which will preclnde
the recurrence of sueh mistakes in the
future, There are two issues involved in
this matter, which should be argued sepa-
rately. The enhancement of the duties is
one affair; the mode of introducing the
change another: and the two questions
should be the subject of separate memo-
rials, Ttis the mode of introduecing these
changes against which the strength of the
protest should lie; and it should explicitly
msist wpon' the abandonment of the system
of secrecy now followed, whether in, the
negotiating of a new loan, the levy of a
new excise, or an alteration of duties.  "We
dely the government fo name a single good
purpose this secrecy serves; while the mis-
chief that results from it brings the ad-
ministration into contempt, and sets all

classes againstit in hostility. = Neither the

local administration, nor the supreme gove
ernment, had any intention of doing a
wrong to our merchants in this matter.
But there is an old lady’s notion in the
council, that the whole art of successful
change in fiseal matters is to keep the
government intention 2 profound secret.
Here, again, is one of those fallacies that
go unchallenged, because supposed to be
self-evident. The only proper ‘and safe
way of introducing a change, is to adver-
tise its proposed nature, that yon inay
ascertain  how it will affect private ine
terests, The government assumes that if
knows. all about tlie matter beforehand, and
takes its conscious integrity of purpose as a
sufficient substitute for information, The
result is confiscation. The notification, as
fraught with injustice fo many interests,
must be withdrawn, and its provisions sub-
mitted to the careful examination of the
publie, before the date of its imposition is
fixed, The effect those provisius will
have upon the interests of our trade, will
be reviewed by us by-and-hye, In the
meantime; let there be an uncompromjsing
demand for its recision, and let our mer-
chats conform thereto, ouly under protest.

“Wé defy any man to say what the
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effects of the notification will be. Changes
5o sweeping as it inaugurates were uever
perhaps before introduced so  summarily,
The only proper and safe way of intro-
ducing such a measure, would have been to
send 1t, in the shape of a bili, throngh the
legislative council. The public wonld then
have had the opportunity of  ecarefully
weighing its provisions, while all the in.
tevests affected thereby would have been
{ heard against it. The present system is
- that of legislating in the dark, Lord Can-
- ning and his advisers hardly know what ‘ a

sail to arrive’ meaus; and that men should
' be allgwed to play foothall with interests so
weighty as those of our Indian commerce,

. imperialism of the Indian government gave
place to a frank recognition of the fact,
that there is an intelligent commuuity out-
side, whom it may eonsult with advantage.
We have no hostility to government that is
not of its own creating, and would much
prefer to be found supporting it in the
main, to continual carping atit. The ad-
dress of the Chamber of Commerce to the
local . government has appeared in  our
columns, as well as the governor’s reply
thereto, It is satisfactory to find that
Lord Elphinstone had partly anticipated
the prayer of the memorial, by telegraph-
ing & recommendation to Calentta, ‘that
goods shipped previous to the receipt of the
notification’ should be exempted from its
operation. His lordship’s meaning is not
perfectly clear; but if he intend, as Wwe

| suppose, that all goods in harbour and

afloat up to the date of the notification
reaching the ports of Kurope, should be
. exempted, it would, perhaps, have been
siopler to have recommended that the
notification should not take effect until the
1st of October next.”

Elsewhere, the same jonrnal remarks—
“If there is any sense of justice in the
merchants of Bombay, they will protest in
fitting terms agninst the attempt made by
this new Customs Act, to divert from them-
selves its disastrous covsequences, and to
impose them by legislative violence upon
the native dealer,”

A meeting of the mercantile communit
of Madras, to protest against the new tariﬂ{
was held on the 25th of March, and resolu-
fions in accordance with the views of the
| meeting, were forwarded to the lieutenant-
| governor for transmission to Caleutta.
| . Amongst the most hostile to the ob-
| 626

is not to be tolerated, Tt is time that the

noxious measare, those were loudest in their
complaints who took the suddenuess of its
application as the ground for their objec.
tion. The bill certainly was introduced
into the council,on a Saturday; and on the
following Monday it became law, and the
new dutics imposed by it were instautly
exacted, There unquestionably appeared an
indecent haste in thia precipitancy, which,
taking the mercantile classes by surprise,
was . caleulated to, exasperate thew; and
there was, prima facie, some reasou for their
dissatisfaction, since, upon such an oecasion,
all mercantile culeulations must he over-
thrown ; and cases of individual hardship
were more than possible: but, upon reflce-
tion, it must have been apparentthat, under
the circumstances, and taking info consi.
deration the object for which the new tariff
was imposed, the demand urged, that the
operation of the new arrangements should
be postponed, and a notice of some months
be given, was preposterously absurd. The
object of the goverament was to obtain
funds to pay the interest of money borrowed
for the *pressing exigencies of the state in a
protracted season of extreme peril; and with
all due recognition of mergantile patriotism
and morality, the inevitable result of such
proerastination would have been, that the
largest possible quantity of commodities
would be passed in the interval at the low
duties, aud the eollection of the increased
rates so immediately necessary, would have
been deferred for a very long period.

While engaged in caring for their tem-
poral concerns, the people of Madras also
evinced a due regard to the welfare of their
spiritval and educational interests by me-
morialising the government ageinst any
further state encouragement to the mis-
| sionary movement, which had been largely
supported by grants of public money, Their
appeal to the governor-gencral on the
subject, concluded as follows :— Your me-
morialists earnestly request that the system
of grauts in aid may be abolished, and the
sums at present disbursed through that
chanunel, devoted to the establishment of
(government provincial schools; by means
of which a far better education can be
afforded to the people than hus been, or
can be, in the institutions of the missionary
' societies, by which the larger portion of the
grauts is swallowed up, to the inteuse dis-
' satisfaction of the people ; this appropriation

{having already evinced its natural conse-

quences—as foreseen by the Hon. My, P,

3
[ame 1859.\'“H
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| Grant, in his minute dated the 12th of
October, 1854—in the unhappy events in
the North-West Provinces: that the temple
property may be secured by legislative

| | enactment; that government officials may

| be restrained from taking part in missionary
proceedings on public anniversaries and
meetings; and that the neutrality pro-
mised by your lordship, and solemnly con-
firmed by her majesty the Queen, may be
undeviatingly observed and adhered to ;~by
which course of just and impartial policy,
the people of India will most assuredly be
won over to prize the English government
beyond that of any of its predecessors, aud,
in due time, will be auspiciously and cer-
tainly realised the wise and memorable ob-
servation of her majesty at the close of her
gracious proclamation—¢Tn the prosperity
of the people will be our strength, in their
contentment our security, and in their
gratitude our best reward.””

By the beginning of May, 1859 (some
two years after the terrible outburst of the
sanguinary war that, in so short a period,
had inflicted dire calamity npon thousands),
reorganisation, rather than rebellion, be-
came the great difficulty of government,
Every department--administrative and exe-
cutive—had been rudely shaken, and,
some instances, had been shatfered into
fragments: these had to be reconstructed,
and the whole machinery necessary for their

healthy action had to be reorgsuised, This
o ﬂiﬂicnﬁy added not alittle to the Hereulean
| Jabours imposed upon the viceroy and his
| _council; but it was imperative that it should
be surmounted. The financial difficulty
already referred to, was, as we have secu, a
colossal stumblingblock in the way of the
government, not easily removable by any
expedient, likely fo be satisfactory to all
parties; and although money sufficient to
yay the intevest on the loaus could be ob-
‘tained, still the existing sources of revenue
were far from adequate to the unayoidable
permanent expenses of the government, and
a recourse to new channels of supply becane
inevitable. Among the items caleulated
upon as likely to yield the required funds, it
\was proposed to extend the suceession duty to
all personal property, and all real property,
not protected by the peﬁetml settlement.
A tax on. tobacco was also contemplated,
wlich, with the succession duty, would
add a second million to the one calenlated
from the new customs tariff. The succes-
sion duty was not expected to be unpopular;

but that on tobaceo was likely to be much
80, as gvery human being in India smoked
—the wife as well as the husband, the child
as well as the wife. A rise iu price, there-
fore, of this article wonld affect every native ;.
but still the population had never yet yes
sisted indirect taxes, A third impost, in
the shape of a marriage licence {ee, wasd
also proposed. This tax, levied by the
Mussnlmans, was in accord with the uative
ideas, ‘and would be inappreciable in the
midst of all the expense oun feasts, torches,
uautches, tinsel, and gilt cloths, usually
equal to two years’ income,  The money
being provided for the loans By which to
tide over the years of difficulty, there re-
mained the reduction of expenditare to
income. 'The orders for this end, it was felt,
must come from England, for the mass of

private interests and inveterate prejudices

rendered large reductions by the local gov-
ernment impossible. There was, in truth,
but one feasible reduction.  The total of
givil expenditure could not be reduced; for
all saved by catting down salaries, and more,
would, be exhaunsted in the increased estab-
lishments imperatively requived. The Eu-
ropean military expenditure could not be
diminished for years, except by cutting off
the Indian allowances—= very difficult, and
perhaps dangerous expedient. There re-
mained still the three native armies, officially
reported to comprise 243,000 men. Even
this enormous number did not represent
the full truth. The 8,000 military police
in Bengal were not includgd in it, nor the
22,000 military police embodied for Madras,
Those men were sepoys as to everything

but duties, and were an addition to the |

regular native army they ought to have su-
perseded, Omitting Bengal Proper, which
wanted no troops beyond three regiments of
Europeans, there were sixty counties to be
protected : 1,000 men for each eonnty would,
it was officially reported by the Madras
government, suffice to keep internal order.
There were no external foes, except one or
two native powers—the Nizam, the king of
Burmah, and the tribes beyond the Fasses.
Allowing 60,000 more sepoys for those three
objects, there were 120,000 native troops.
If that view was correct, the mative army
was in excess of the permanent require-
ments by 120,000 men, costing in pay
£2,250,000 ; and in the Enropean force ne-
cessary to watch them, keep them fajthful,
angd kill them when they mutiny, as much

more.  Still no important red ngggr-‘ could be
- i
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