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INDIAN MUTINY.

[AFFAIRS AT CHUPRAR.

| “out and got a boat, put him in, and went

over with a lot of others, The poor fellow
thanked me with tears in his eyes. At the
crossing of the nullah we lost a great many
men; they threw away their muskets to
pull the boats and fo swim over, and were
shot down like sheep.

I never hefore knew the horrors of war ;
and what I have gone through, I hope, will
make a Jasting impression on my mind, and
wake me think more of God, and Iis great
goodness to me. I am sure God spared me

' because He knew I was not fit to die; and

I pray God that He will prepare me, for we
ean truly say, we know not what a day may
bring forth. 1 had several extraordinary
escapes¢ one bullet went between my legs
as I was walking, and broke a man’s leg in
front of me; anotlier bullet hit me on the
back of the head, knocking me down, but
hardly breaking the skin. Everything here
is quiet as yet, but people are in a great
panie. 1 eannot say that I am, Outof the

400 fine fellows that started for Arrah,

nearly 200 were killed; and of the remainder,
I'do net think more than 50 to 80 were
not wounded ; out of seven volunteers, five
were knocked over, four killed, and one
‘wounded. This has been the most disas-

" trous affair that has happened out herve. I

hope, however, we may soon get some more
troops from Calentta, and get back our
name. I ery to think of the way we were
beaten, and of the number of poor fellows
who were killed. T will send this letter at
once; for, perhaps, the dik may be stopped,
and I may not be able to send a letter in a
day or two, I will write again if I can, but
do not be alarmed if I do npt. The crack
on my head hardly broke the skin, and is
nothing ; the bullet hit me sideways, and
the folds of cloth I had round my hat
saved me.

“Aungust 1st.—1 have just heard that abount
thirty men came in last night who got sepa-
rated from us in the dark, and wandered te
the river, where they got off in a native
boat.” The aathentic return I have just
seen; 150 men killed, the rest wounded,
except about fifty men, who escaped un-
touched. 1 suppose such a disastrous affair

. was never heard of before in India—most

dreadful mismanagement throughout. Of
course we did not relieve poor Wake and
his garrison.” :

The following narrative is contained in a
letter from Mr. William M‘Donell, magis-
trate of Chuprah, who writes from that

place, on the 8rd of September, as fol-

lows :— :

“Oun the evening of the 25th of July, or
rather in the middle of the night, a note
came from Dinapore, saying that the
troops were very shaky, but that her
majesty’s 10th, and the guans, were ready
for them. Next morning we got an official
despatch from the brigads-office, telling us
that all three native corps had gone off in
a westerly direction (this was at 11 a.ar),
and that the 10th were after them. About
half-an-hour afterwards, we got a note from
Daunt at Peiprah (an indigo factory, abaut
fifty miles north of Chuprah), that the 12th
irregular cavalry had, on the 23vd, muti-
nied, murdered all their officers and their
wives, and had then set off towards Sewan.
He suid he wrote on the chance of our not
having heard it, though it had occurred
three days before. On hearing this, we
held a eabinet council, and determined
that Chuprah was no longer safe, So
Martin, Richardson and his wife, set off at
once; the doctor and his wife followed
soon afterwards; and about two o’clock 1
was thinking of following them, when
I remembered that all my prisoners, owing
to cholera having broken out in the gaol,
were in the opium godown. Now, as they.
could easily escape from there, I went and
saw them all into the gaol. By this time
everybody knew that the officials had
bolted ; and people seemed so alarmed, that
I determined on staying a little longer,
About 6 r.u, I got a note from Mr, Gars-
ton, asking if I was in the station, as he
heard I was alone. He was returning from
the distriet, I said I was, but I ndvised
him to bolt ; but, instead of that, he very
plackily came in and stayed with me. Wa
rode round the town, to show the people
we had not bolted, and then came home,
and went to bed without undvessing; and
we had our horses saddled, standing all
night at the door. About twelve o'clock
that night T got a pencil note, not signed,
but written, I saw, by Lynch, saying he
had escaped from Sewan with his life, and
that the cavalry were there. REarly in the
morning I got a secoud note, saying that
the troopers had come down the Chuprah-
road, searching for Lynch and M‘Donell,
the deputy opium agent. Abbut 10 At
I heard that the Dinapore mutineers had
reached Arrah; and while in euntcherry,
about three o’clock, # man on a pony came
galloping in, saying that the cavalry were

%

117
sy 6 ‘4- 2

=

|




5 %m:rmn.—-a PLIGET.]

e

HISTORY OF THE [ain. 1857.

within ten miles of Chuprah, I finished
the case I was about, and I fear rather
hastily, and then rode home; and Garston
and I agreed it was time to bolt; so we
made a, start for it, going through the
town, and to the police-station, and also to.
i the: missionaries, to tell them we were
| going, and advising them to do the same;
| We rade down to Doreegunge, about; eight
| miles, and saw the smoke of a steamer in
| the distance, so we waited until she came
niear. We found Martin, and Richayidson,
and the doctor on hoard, with a party of
the Gth fusiliers, and some thirteen Sikhs,
| Ou hearing that the cavalry were on their
| way here, and that the rebels were at
| Arrah, all agreed it would be folly to
go back with only thirteen Sikhs, so we
got- a party of the 5th fusiliers to go with
] us, and we started off in boats for Chuprah,
I which we reached at 11 rim. We went to
| the colleetor’s, and all assisted in packing
| treasure, and we started back for the
| steamer with some 90,000 rupees. If they
| had left me fiftg men I would have stopped
at Chuprah, but not with only thirtecn
Sikhs. < As the men could not be spared,
back we went; and, on the way, we heard
that the Arrah people, consisting of my
friend Wake, officiating magistrate ; Little-
dale, the judge; Coombes, the colleetor;
Boyle, railway engineer, and some six or
seven cthers, were besieged in a small bun-
galow by the three Dinapore corps. On
reaching Dinapore, I found that 200 men
- of the 37th (Queen’s), and fifty Sikhs, hgd
been sent to relieve Arrah; but, unforti-
nately the steamer grounded, throush
treachery, I believe, on the part of the
pilot. There the steamer lay, quite clise
to. Dinapore, and the authorities domng
nothing. I went to the general, and nrged
upon him, that vnless reiieved soon, the
garrison must all be murdered ; and that, if
he would send a fresh detachment in hoats,
T could show them another way to Arrah,
where the steamer was sure not to stick,
and that I knew the road from the ghaut
to Arrah. He said, if T would really go
with them, he would send some of the 10th.
Just then, another steamer came i : it was
agreed that all the passengers were to be
landed and put into the church, and that
500 of the TOth were to start at three next
morning. While making arrangerments, I
got a note from Tayler, the commissioner,
~saying, he had heard I had volunteered to
show the way, but that he could not spare
118

find boats, as we were in an enemy’s eoun-

| and began blazing at us; whereupon two

 We told them particularly not to disturb

iy
me ; 50 L at onee gob into a native cart i
ten at wight, and drove to Patna, which [
renched abont half-past 11 pom. T saw
Tayler, and begged him to let me go, as,
humanly speaking, it was the only way of
saving the little garrison. At last he said,
that if the general really laid any stress on
my going he would not object. He ordered
his carriage, and I drove down with him
and young Mangles to Dinapore. It was
then nearly two o'clock, 'We woke up the
general, and he told Tayler that it was very
important that I should go, as I knew the
rond, and he would trust to me. By this
time it was the hour fixed to stoxt. We
drove down to the steamer, and, to my: dis-
gust, found all the passengers sill on
board. There was great delay and squab-
bling; and, at 5 aar, the general said,
*Oh, if there is not room in the steamer,
never mind ; the flat takes only 150 men.
So all the others went back. This caused
endless confusion. Colonel Fenwick would
not go with only 150 of his men; and
ovdered Captain Dunbar to take the coms
mand. At last- we got off, and came up to
the other steamer—got her flat, containing
200 of the 87th and 50 Sikhs; steamed on,
and landed at Bubira Ghant about 2 p.u.
Of the disasters that befei us on that occa-
sion_youw must have seen a loug account,
but T will give a brief sketch. About two
miles from the ghaut there is a river, after
crossing which you get: on the public road
to Arrah from Chuprah, a distance of about
twelve miles. As I was not sure I should

try, I offered to go on with a small party
of Sikhs, and scenre the boats, while the
Europeans had their dinner on the bank. So
off Ingilby, of the 7th native infautry (who
volunteered, and commanded the Sikhs),
Garston and myself, with twenty men,
went to the river side. On reaching the
river’s bank, we found all the boats drawn
wp on the other side, and about 200 men
assembled. They had four or five of those
long native guns stuck on three sticks,

of our party said they would retwrnfor aid.

the Kuropeans, but to ask for the vest of |
the Sikhs, fifty being sufficient to dislodge
the enemy, We immediately set to work,
and blazed across the river, and soon set all
the fellows running. Two Sikhs then
swam. across, and gof a small boat, in
which Ingilby, Garston and myself, with | |

|
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[DEFRAT AT ARRAH.

ten Sikhs, erossed. 'We were hardly across,
| when, to our diszust, we saw all the Euro-

eans coming up at the deuble-quick-—these
ools having reported that we were sur-
rounded ; so the 10th eame away without
getting their dinners, -or even a drop'.of
| grog, and bad brought nothing with them.
We all crossed, and by the time we were in
‘marching order it was four o’clock.  Tun«
gilby, Garston, myself, and twenty Sikhs,
formed the vanguard; then came 150 of
the 10th ; then 50 Sikhs; and, lastly, 200
of 'the 37th (Queen’s.) We marched four
miles all vight, when we saw some ten or
twelve horsemen in front. However, they
galloped off before any damage could be
dong to them, The men got very foat-
sore, and we halted at the Kainnugger
bridge, about three 'miles from Arrah, at
10 7.6 and here we ought to have re-
mained for the might; but, after stopping
about halfan-hour, on we marched. I
fanpy poor Dunbar thought it useless
halting, covsidering his men had uothing
with them, and that it'would be better to
push on, What possessed us I know not::

up! to this time we had made the Sikhs

throw out skirmishers ; hut now we marched
in 4 body—Ingilby and Dunbar, who was
talking to me, with about twenty Sikhs,
some 200 yards in advance of the main
‘body. After mavching o within baif a
mile of Arrah, we arvived at & thick tope of
trees, and the moonlight hardly showed
through ; in fact, the moon was setting.
‘Well, we had got nearly tlrough, when,
like a flash of lightning all mlong our left
side, came one blaze of musketry, and then
another, and & third volley. = By the light
the firing made we could ‘see'we were sur-
rounded, We got behind the trees, and
tried to return the fire; Dunbar, myself,
three of 'the 10th, and two Sikhs, got
together and blazed away, Foolishly, I
‘had given my powder-flask and bullets,
&ci, to a native to carry : of icourse, he dis-
appeared ; and, ‘aftor firing off two barrels,
I was powerless—unot for Jong, however;
for the next minute we got a volley into
us. I faney our fiving showed where we
| were. Poor Dnnbar fell against me, mor-
tally wounded. 1 was covered with his
blood. A ball hit me in the thigh, cutting
it slightly only; at the same time, two of
the 10th and one 8ikh also fell, T imme-
diately picked up an Enfield rifle belonging
to the 10th man, and his cartridge-box,
and begun blazing away. I then shouted

out that Dunbar was killed ; that the first,
officer in command had best give orders.
This brouglt #ncther volley on. us, and
another man dropped. We then tried to
Join the main body, aud ran from tree to

‘tree: the Europeans seeing us coming (all | |

Sikhs nearly), thought we were the enemy,
and fired into us, killing 'several ; in fact, 1
fear as many of our men were killed hy
‘their own comirades as by the enemy. In
the night, it was difficult to tell fiiend from
foe; and, after having ‘to dodge round a
tree, you, in ‘the dark, eould hardly tefl
where your friends were, and where your
foes. At last, most of us got together, and
beat a retreat towards a taulk, near which
was a high bank : we got to the ‘other side'
of this bank, and lay there all night, the

enemy firing info us every five mmutes; |
and, foolishly, our men 'would retura the |

shot, It was bad policy—it showed where
we were; and we could not afford to ‘throw
away a single shot. Young Aunderson, a
very nice young fellow of the R2ud native
infantry (a volunteer), was standing up be-
‘hind the hedge ; be was shot through the
head, and jumped up like s  buck-—of
course, killed on the spot.

waere killed. We could see the enemy, and
tried to \make out their number. There
were ‘the fhree .Dinapore regiments drawn
up in order, with bugles sounding the ad-
vance ; about 2,000 men, with long mateh-
locks, belonging ‘to, and headed by, Baboo

Koer Sing; and move than 1,000 of the:

disbanided sepoys, who had managed to
join him; and a large rabble armed with
swords, spears, &e.—~not formidable in
themselves, but 'who were occupied in
killing all the wonnded, beating them like
dogs. We tried to make the men charge;

but they were tired, wet, and a great num- |

ber wounded. My leg, from lying on the

damp ground, and from the Lleeding, was |
80 stiff T could hardly walk; however, I |

soon warmed up. Unfortunately, the doec-
tor was one of the first wounded; and,
though he did ‘his best, poor fellow! he
‘could not ‘bind up the ‘wounds properly.
There were no dhoolies, so that the wounded
liad to march with the rest. Then com-
menced our retrest, They completely sur-
rounded us, and fired into us all the way
back-~twelve miles—men dropping every

19 :

About daylight |
we counted our forces, and found that we |
were about 850 strong--100 missing; alter- |
‘wards, about 50 of ‘these joined us, being |
concealed in & village elose by; the rest |
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minute ; and some, badly wounded, were,
I fear, left behind and killed by the enemy.
By the time wo reached the boats, a hun-
dred must have been killed—and then com-
menced the massacre. The boats, which
we expected to have been taken away, were
all there; so, with a cheer, we all rushed
to them, when, to our dismay, we found
they had fastened them securely to the
shore, and had dragged them up out of
the water, placing, about 800 yards off,
a small cannon, with which they blazed
intous. (I forgot to say, that all the way
they pitched into us with four small can-
nous.) The men, to escape the shot, got
into the boats; and, of course, as long as
they were iu them, it was impossible to
push the boats off: s0 a nmumber of men
stripped themselves, throwing away their
rvifles and everything, and some of them
managed to reach the other side. The
wounded wen, of course, could not swim,
and some of us knew that we could never
reach the shore; so ovt we jumped, and
managed to get two of the boats off: well,
then we were at the mercy of the wind and
stream, for not an oar had they left us.
The wind was favourable, and we started
off splendidly, when, lo and behold | we gra-
dually turned towards the shore; and then
I saw they had tied our rudder, so as to
bring us in again. 1 told the men to cut
it; but no one moved, and so I got a knife
and climbed up to the rudder. It was one
of those country boats, covered in except
Just at the stera. The moment they saw
what I was at, they blazed at me; but God
in His mercy preserved me. Two bullets
went through my hat, but I was not
touched. The rope was cut, and we were
saved ; but about half-way across we struck
on a sand-bank, and then the bullets poured
in so fast, that nearly every one jumped
overboard.  One young officer jumped over
a8 he was, with his sword on, and down he
weut; another (Ingilby) was shot in the
head, and either drowned or killed. 1
threw amy pistol overboard ; my coat I had
thrown away early in the morning, as,
being a coloured one, it made me con-
spicuous among the soldiers, who were all
in white. How I swam on shore I know
not, a8 it i8 mot an accomplishraent I am a
‘dab’ at. When once on shore, we were
pretty safe ; and 250 out of 450 reached
the steamer alive. Rince then, nearly 100
more, from wounds, exposure, &e., have
died ; making a loss of 300 out of 450—the
120

worst that has befallen us yet; nearly
every one was wounded.”

. A lady, apparently one of the fugitives
from Arrah, dates her letter, of the 28th
July, from “ Boat off Dinapore,” and de-
scribes the events in which she had partiei-
pated thus :—

“You cannot imagine the horrors we and
many others have had to go through, but,
thank Godl we have still been spared,
though we ‘had a very hard run for our
lives, and are now refugees without home or
anything but a few clothes, which we had
just time to secure. Our house is burnt to
the ground, and everything in and about it.
On thie evening of the 25th we got & private
note from the brigade-major in Dinapore,
under official cover, to say the troops were
expected to mutiny every moment, and to
make our arrangements accordingly, We
had been so often frightened before that we
did not think so much of it, but got a boat
anchored close to our house, and as many
of the ferry-boats on our side of the river
as we could,  Weunt to bhed, and about
four o’clock in the morning heard that
sepoys were gathering on the opposite banks;
did not believe it, but got up and went to
the boat ; saw nothing unusual ourselves, so
went home again. Presently another alarm
came, and we all coolly walked to the river
side, and, to our dismay, saw something
very like sepoys opposite.  Before we knew
where we were, they had, many of them, got
into hoats and were firing at us, and we saw
the houses and works beginning to smoke.

“We got into our boat half dead with
fright, and made off as fast as strength could
get us, It was awful; ten minutes more
and we conld not have escaped; or if our
villagers had jroved treacherous nothing
could have savey us, as we should, if we had
got from the banks, have been fired at on
passing, as they have done but too effec-
tually in many places. We took the river
for Dinapore, and all the way down we saw
nothing but fires—bungalows, villages, any-
thing the villains could fire.

“We got near Dinapore, and found all
the sepoy lines in a blaze; and after about

six hours we got the news that 3,000 of the

native troops had mutinied, and made direct
for Knockar on their way up to Arrah, and
the stations up country. It is dreadful that
nothing was done to prevent these three
regiments from wmarching off with arms and
ammunition, snd that the 10th were not
even allowed to fight them,
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“ All Dinapore is perfeetly incensed about

‘a good deal of news since of their doings;

it i3 perfectly awful, We met a steamer
going up with five companies to onr rescue :
they got but half-way, and had to come
back for want of water, might have
sent some detachments on elephants ; but it
is too late by a couple of days. The first
thing they fired on the east side was our
new house; and then they érossed and
destroyed everything, and every building
belonging to the works: but, before that,
they butchered a l;:mr ingpeetor, his wife
and deaughter ; and burnt, robbed, and com-
mitted all imaginable atrocities: my poor
pet buggy horse was killed in his stable, and
every living thing destroyed. Theﬁ fired the
coal heap, and wantonly threw the sheep,
&e., on the top. Out of all the houses and
immense works and materials coliected for
the bridge, not a stick is left. What the
sepoys conld not take or destroy, the vil-
lagers plundered.

“We had no time fo get the treasury
from Knockar-bouse; and i, of course, is
gone. Itisasad thing—the work of years;
and property to an enormous extent, All
our Horopean inspectors escaped, mostly
without a single thing save what was on
their backs; except one, a fine young man:
poor fellow| he was butchered—was too late
to get into the boats. It is feared many
between us and Arvah are gone. As for
Arrah, we are in great alarm about it.
Some of the vp-country engineers and eivil
servants fled o a small bungalow they had
fortified. Arrah we know is in full posses-
sion of the rebels. The prisoners are let
loose, and are destroying everything. But
the fate of the poor people we cannot tell.
There has been no news since five in the
evening of the 26th.  Tf they stand out some
six or eight days, against 2,000 or 8,000
sepays, it will by a miracle.” It is a
sad thing that humaun lives and property
should be left in charge of such generals,
Our own unfortunate position prevents my
dwelling upon that of many others. But
there have been dreadful accounts from
up-country; official reports of engineers’
deaths—wives and all, in some eases. The
country is in a fearful state all over. Patna
is expected to go next. What we shall do,
or where to go to, T know not ; the stearaers
going down are too full of up-country refu-
gees to leave room for us.  Dinapore is so
full, that for any amount we ¢ould not get a

VOI. 1T R

it 3 and what should we be? We have had

single room, We have no help but to live

|

2s we have been doing, which is, 1 must |

confess, very wretehed—five of us in an open
boat, with a thatehed bamboo chopper over
part of it to keep off the sun. I need not
tell you we are very harassed both in hody
and mind; bot if God gives ws health we
shall yet be very thankful.”?

The conduet of Major-general Lloyd in
this unfortunate affair, appears to have been
early brought to the notice of the govern-
ment of Bengal; which felt itself called upon
to relieve that officor from the respousibility

of further command of the division: and the

following paragraph in the * official narva-
tive of events within the presidency, up to
the Bth of August,” as transmitted by the
governor-general in council to the Court of
Direetors on that date, expresses very plainly
the feeling that prevailed vpon the subject at
the seat of government :—

“ Major-genaral Lloyd has been removed
from his command (at Dinapore) for his cnl-
Eahle negleet, and the eommander-in-chief

as been requested to imstitute the usual

preliminary inquiry preparatory to his ‘trial
by court-martial > *

It is ouly fair, that an officer whose pro-

fessional reputation had been so rudely

assailed by private individuals, and whose
conduct had been stigmatised by his supe-
riors (previous fo inguiry) as involving “ecnl-
pable neglect,” should be allowed to vindi-
cate himself in the same pages that record
his alleged misconduct. The following pas-
sages from a letter addressed by the major.
general to his brother; the Rev. A. F. Lioyd,
dated “ Dinapore, Scptember 8rd,” may
enable a disinterested reader to form a just
estimate of the whole affair ;—

“On the 25th of July, 1857, I was far
from well ; and on that day the erisis oe.
curred here; and, in consequence, my manner
may not have been so firm and decided as it
used to be. But my acts will, I think, bear
the strictest scvutiny; and although from
my gouty feet I am physically unequal to
active bodily exertion, I assert, that in judg-
ment and intellect I am fally equal, if not
superior, to any of the younger commanders
at Dinapore, The way I have heen vilified
and abused by the press, forces me thus to
assert my own qualifications in a style which
wmight otherwise be thought unbecoming.
However, the shortcomings of some of those
who had previously talked much, but, when
the time came, did little, have been visited

* Parl. Papers (No. 4), 1857,
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very hardiy on me; and the difficult nature
of the country, and the peculiar one of the
locality of the Dinapore cantonment at this
season, as well as the small available Eure-
poan force at Dinapore; have been quite lost
sight of by those who have seen fit to pub-
lish their dogmutical opinions as to what
ghould or should not have been done on the
oceasion of the late outbreak here. Dina-
pore cantonment is a navrow strip of land,
| bounded on the north by the river Ganges,
and onr the south by a desp muddy nullah
and bay; and it is swampy ground-—-rice-
fields—in short, a perfect sea in the rains;
and this description answers for the nature
of the country from Dinapore to Koelwar
Ghaut on the Soane—with this difference,
that the swaimnp extends ina great degree to
the Ganges and Soane,westward of Dinapore,
and renders the country quite impassable
for artillery in the rainy season, and very
difficult for the passage of infantry. I must

the 26th of July, there was nearly incessant
rain, but the river Ganges had not risen to
within eight or ten feet of its highest level,
“On the 4th of June (without any ap-
parent cause, except it be that the 17th
regiment of native infantryat Azimgurh* had
deserted with their arms; after shooting the
interpreter and quartermaster nly, though
they had all the rest of the officers in their
power, escorting them in safety to Ghazee-
pore), it seems to have been determined by
the military authorities at Berarest to disarm
the 37th regiment of native infantry; and
ultimately this was attempted, but in such
& manner, that though the men of the 87th
had lodged their arms in their bells of arms,
they were fired on with grape and musketry.
The Bikhs present, and most of the 13th
irregular cavalry, joitied them in resisting
this attack ; and asit was everywhere stigma-
tised as ‘Feringhee ka Daghah,” it caused
the instant reyolt of the 6th regiment, at
Allahabad, on the 6th of July,} and revolf,
at Kyzabad on the Sth of June.§ It createl
the greatest excitement in the three native
regiments here on the 7th of June; and

the European officers, the men of those
three regiments would have deserted with
their arms that very night. Subordination
was, however, preserved, and the men were
reassured and remained faithful.’ I had
landed 150 men of the Madras fusiliers,
* See vol. i., p, 207, + 8ee wol: i, p. 224,
1 Ibid,, p. ;«";2 § Jbid., p. 393.
122

here remark, that from the 27th of June to

had it not been for the great exertions of

with the intention of disarming the native
corps ; but, as I was quite aware the ren
might have decamped with their arms in
spite of anything I eould do,,I was glad to
be able to defer such & measnre for the pre-
sent, particularly as it was of great impor-
tance to push on Europesn troops towards
the north-west, as the only means of saving
our officers and men stil holding out in
those parts,

“ Contemplating the possibility of a mu-
tiny of the native troops here, and foeling
suve that in such an event they would make
{off towards Arrab, it was with satisfaction I
heard that measures had been adopted by
{the magistrate of Shahabad (of which dis-
triet Arrahis the Sudder station), to have all
the boats on the Soune river collected on
the western bank ; and in case of au out-
break of the native corps at Dinapors, they
were to be destroyed or sunlk, o as to hinder
the crossing of the river. When the time
canje, the man entrusted with the duty—a
Mi, Pahlen, of the railway works—thought
only of his own safety, and fled with bhis

thel plan,
“ As 1 was quite aware of the likelihood
of a mutiny of the native troops here, and

would make off towards Arrah, I, in June
last, igsued written instructions relative to
[the enurse fo be pursued hy the European
{troops acting against them, aud this was
fally made known to Colonel Fenwick, the
comraanding officer of the 10th, who was then
the senior. Subsequently Colonel Huyshe,
of the artillery, joined (senior to Colonel
Fenwiclk, though I was not aware of this till
after the 26th of July), and I took an early
opportunity to inguire from him whether
he had made himself acquainted with the
orders given, and errangements for meeting
pan outhreak—whether Lientenant Smothel
[had told him all those things; and I re.
| ceived a reply in the  affirmative. =~ The
colonel said the bullocks could be harnessed
in & mmoment, as they were eclose by, in the
tan~yard, or old magazinelyard,and he would
not be caught napping—an expressiorn I par-
ticularly remarked.

“On the 24th of July 1 made wpmy
mind, @5 a precautionary mensure, to have
all the percussion-caps in the native maga-
lzines at the western extremity of the can-
tonments removed, 80 as to render the
sepoys almost harmless, withont sulijecting
them to the degradation of beiug deprived

iron, boats, without an attempt to carry out

feeling sure that in such an event they
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of their army, with the contingent proba-
bility that, so disgraced, they wonld take to
flight and disorganise the whole country
around, therc'b_v causing serious embarrass-
ment to government when all its force was

‘urgently ueeded above.. The same consi-

deration having influenced me since June
last, no overt acts of a mutinous nature had
been evinced by the native corps, and they

were all performing their duties as usual, |

The whole of the caps were safely vemoved
on the morning of the 25th, leaving the men
with only fifteen each, which they would

* have been allowed to retain, had not the 7th

and 8th regiments shown a sudden spirit of
mutinous feeling when they saw the carts
with the caps pass along the road, at which
time the 40th regimeut made a decided
demonstration in favour of the cause of order
and discipline, being veady to oppose any
sttempt to rescue the caps. This demon.
stration decided me on depriving the men
of their remaining caps. But wishing to
avoid driving them to appose or to disperse,
and thinking that the men would feel it
quite madness to attempt resistance with
ouly fifteen caps per man, I, finding no com-
manding officer of a native corps had any
doubt of the success of the measure, gave
orders for their collection in the lines by the
native oflicers quietly by 1 p.., it being
then near 10 a.m. It was thought they would
be given up without any demur, The two
commanding officers of Kuropean troops
urged me to at once effect the disarming

the native troops on their mutinons demon-

stration in the morning. Colonel Fenwick
was then, and had often been before (when
there was no apparent reason, unless that it
not being done involved less duty, partis

calarly night duty, on his men), urged to |
| Fenwick and Huyshe found it
have been attempted with » probability of | to follow them.

disarm the three native corps; and could it

suecess, it would have been with the cer-
tainty of rendering era three corps useless,
and a burden to the state. But, otherwise,
the result would have been the same as ve-
enrred in the afterncon; the sepoys would
have fled with their arms on the first ap-
prosch of the guns and Buropeans; and this
dispersion 1 was most anxious, if possible,
to avoid.  About 2.30 pir., the 7th and Sth
the 40th
did not at first join; but being fired apon
by men of the 10th from the roof of the
Kuropean hospital, they went off and Joined

. the mutineers. I had no herse in canton-

ments, My stable was two miles distant;

and being unable at the time to walk far or
much, I thought I should be most useful on
board the steamer with guns and riflemen,
in which T proceeded along the rear of the
native lines, the river being only 200 yards,
or thereabouts, distant from the right of the
advancing column of guns and Huropeans,
and expecting to get some shots at the
sepoys on shore, or escaping by the river.
Considering that I had fully previously
given instructions for the attack and pursuit
of the sepoys by the guns and her wajesty’s
10th, under their respective communding
officers, I left it to them to follow up the
mutineers by land, On embarking, I sent
Captain  Turner, deputy Junior-adjatant-
general, to order the guns to advarce, as T
thought they were long in setting off ; and 1
sent Lieutenant Needham, deputy assistant-
quartermaster-generak to order the com-
manding officer of the detachment of her
majesty’s 87th foot to place himself under
Colonel Fenwick’s orders.

“The guus and European troops ad-
yanced ;  and, debouching from barrack
squares, found that the mulineers were
making off towards the western end of can-

range on the whole mass, who were then
near the native infantry magazines. Her
majesty’s 10th and 87th commenced firing
on them also at impossible distances, and
the whole of the three regiments fled en

|masse; even the xick in the hospitals went,

Instead of flying along the Arrab-road, as
was expected, and where, as it ran along the
bank of the river, the steamer would have
been on their flank and done good service,
they went off across the swampy fields, he-

hind the magazines, across the nullah, which
was full of water, and beyond which Colonels
3 impracticable
By this time, the steamer
(which had ruu down and sunk ‘some boats
'loaded with fugitives from the rear of the
lives, who had been observed and fired on
by the Europeans on the roof of the hospital,
and who had returned the fire from their
| boats, showing they were sepoys) having
|arrived at the vacant lines oppoaite the
Jmagazines and hospital, the state of the
| case was reported to me by Captain Turner,
i who had arrived there. Colonel Fenwick,
(also, was in the vacant lines; and as 1 saw
?thi’. mutineers in the distance, on the other
 side of the swamp and nullah, in an appa-
réntly unappreachable position, I turned to-
{ wards the Avrah-road ; and, belicving T saw

3

tonments. The guns opened at & long.
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some sépoys beyond Daudpaore, on that road,
within range from the steamer, 1 went on
some distance, but found only unarmed
people, apparently villagers, on whom, of

«The mutineers’ position being on the
road from Patna, vie Phoolwaree, towards
Arrah, with the road to (3yah open in their
vear, it was uncertain which road they would
take; or they might have taken al three,
and visited the three places.  Two guns and
o detachment were therefore sent off, to
protect Patna, leaving only 500 men and
four guns at Dinapore. The high-road to
Arrah was quite impassable for guns, and
even the infantry would have had a difficult
and slow march along it, to reach the Koel-
war Ghaut, on the Soane.

11 is, perhaps, to be regretted, that some
were not sent that night or next morning;
but only a small party, in comparison to the
strength of the mutineers, could have been
detached : no guns could have gone; and
as the mutineers avoided the road, and kept
to the fields, where they counld scarcely have
been effectively followed by a small party of
Europeans, they would probably not have
been of much use. However, as the readi-
est means of following them, to prevent
their crossing the Soane, I next day, the
96th, sent off some riflemen in a steamer up
that river, expecting that, at this season,
there wonld have heen sufficient water; but,
unfortunately, the steamer could not get up
ligh enough, and returned in the evening
without having effected anything. Troops
being requived at Buxar, this steamer was
started off next day with some of her
wmajesty’s 5th fusiliers, arrived from Calentta ;
aud in the evening, when the other stearner
arrived from Patna, she was at once sent off
with another detachment, to be landed at 2
point nine miles from Arrah—to march
thence and bring away the civilians, &c.,
there besieged. This was & much nearer
way than their marching by the Arrah-road ;
the boats at the Koelwar Ghant, moreover,
having been all removed by the rebels after
crossing to the other side of the miver.
Most unfortunately, this steamer ran on to
a sand-bank, and could not be got of, No
other steamer was available all day. In the
evening, & steamer and flat avrived from
Allahabad, full of passengers for Calcatta.
1t was at once arranged that they should be
all landed, and asccommodated in the chureh,
and that the steamer should, with her own
ﬁat,-embmik the head-quarters and 250 men

24

of the 10th, and some .Sikha«-—-g(: and pick up

the other flat at the sand-bank, and tow vp
both flats, with a detachment (altogether
consisting of about 500 men) to the ghaut
on the Ganges, nearest to Arrah, This was
all arranged, and Colonel Fenwick was to
command., Barly nest morning the com-
mander of the steamer changed his mind,
and said he could not tow two flats; conse-

quently, the party had to be reduced b 100 |

men; and therefore Colonel Fenwick re-
maived, and sent Captain Dunbar in com-
mwand—an officer of whose unfitness for such
a command I suspect Colonel Fenwick may
have been unaware; at any rate, he subse-
quently proved himself to be utterly so. He
marched his men fasting (though he might
have given them a meal, as he had taken
three days’ provisions with the detachment)
towards Arrah—pushed on, against advice
and comwmon sense, in the dark—got his
column into an ambuscade, from which they

‘were suddenly fired npon by the rebels, and

were thrown into utter panie, broke, and
scattered. Captain Dunbar was killed, and
about thirty killed and wounded. Next
morning, the panic seems still to have pre-
vailed. The men were weak and hungry ;
and, unfortunately, a retreat was resolved
on, though they were but half a mile from
Arrah., The mutineers, of course, grew
very bold on seeing the Europeans refreat,
and followed them keenly. Theretreat was
hurried, and seems to have more resembled
a disorderly flight than a retreat: the men
were searcely under any control, and, conse~

uently, their loss was fearfully great,

hey mshed into the boats, threw awey
arms and accoutrements into the water, and
leaving seven officers and about 145 men
dead, the remainder, with many of them
wounded, re-embarked on the steamer, and,
returned with the disastrous news to Dina-
pore. This unfortunate result was entirely
caused by the mismanagement of poor Cap-
tain Dunbar. Well handled, aud marching
b? daylight, the force was ample; and 1o
blame ean, with any justice, be attached to
me for the disastrous consequences., There
were now not enough men to send another
party, and it seemed to be unavoidable to
leave the little beleaguered garrison at Arrah
to its unhappy fate. Fortunately, Major
Viucent Eyre, with three guns and 145
Furopeans, had marched from Buxar towards
Axrah, of his own accord, to eo-operate with
the attack he expected us to make, Hear-
ing of the disaster to our party, he bravely

i
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ushed on—managed admirably his smull

orce, defeated and dispersed the rebels with
considerable floss to them, and relieved the
hard:pressed®ittle garrison of the fortified

house at Arrah.  Major Eyre's position was
at one time eritical; but the 146 Europeans
of the Hth fusiliers with bim charged the
rebels, some three thousand strong, with
stich gallantry and determination, that they
fled, scattered before them like a flock of
sheep, and abandoued the field.”

Wj)ris.ing again to his brother, from Dina-
pove, on the 17th of September, the major-
general says— You will see that my en-
deavour to preserve the three native regi-
wments here in a serviceable  state, has
| zesulted in my being severely punished by
the loss of my divisional command. As fo
disarming the regiments heve, it was an
impossibility. T had no cavalry ; and as all
proceedings were narrowly watched by the
sepays, the appearance of any movement of
| guns or European troops towards them,
would have been the signal for the flight of
the sepoys with their arms. I could never
have dissrmed them, from the nature of the
locality. If you were at one end of a lane,
and 1 was a mile away up the said lane,
and could run fister than you, it would be
self-evident that you could never catch me;
and such was the position here.”

Tt is not necessary to dwell further upon
this unpleasant subjeet : but whatever may
have been the military blimder that per-
mitted the desertion: of the native regi-
ments from Dinapore on the 25th of July,
it can hardly be consistent with justice,
that the catastrophe of the night of the
29th, near Arrah, should be eharged against
an, officer who was not within twenty-five
miles of the scene of disaster, and had no
possible means of directing the movemeuts
of the troops engaged. It should also be
remembered, that the veteran soldier had
served his country for more than half a
century, and that he wore upon his breast,
sn honourable distinction awarded for merit
and valour in the field.

In the state of European society in India
| at this time, frenzied cutbursts of popular
feeling had ceased to surprise those who
were enabled, by distance, to look calml
upon events as they progressed. We read,
therefore, in the Calentta Pheniz, that a
“scene of o most painful character took
place at Dinapore, on the arvival there of
the vemnant of the forces sent against
Arrah. Assoon as the news of the repulse,

T

and consequent Iﬁas,_’apread among the
women of the 10th regiment; they rushed
in a body to the bungalow of General

Lloyd, and would have literally torn him |

to pieces, had he not succeeded in barri-
cading his bungalow.”

The paragraph is recorded as a fact,
withont comment or attempt at explana-
tion : not so, however, the following oceur-
rence, which met with the most severe
reproof from the general commanding the
forces in Bengal :—

On the night of the 16th of August, an
aflray, the original canse of which is not
known, took place between some men of
her majesty’s 10th regiment and a party of
sepoys of the 40th regiment, about a hun.
dred in number, who had refused to desert
with their comrades on the 25th ultimo, and
remained true to their allegiance.

north quarters of the grand square, near
the river, and were peaceably and inoffen-
sively occupied, when, abont mnine o’clock
in the evening, a sudden attack was made
upon thém by the men of the 10th Buro-
pean regiment; and, in the mélée that

ensued, one subahdar, two naiks, and one .

sepoy were killed, and eleven sepoys and
one woman were wounded. The alarm oc-
casioned by repeated discharges of mus-
ketry was prodigious ; and when the autho-
rities reached the scene of disturbance, the
sight presented to them was most distress-
ing. Wounded sepoys lay aronnd, dead
and dying : one poor fellow had five bayo-
net thrusts; one shot in the centre of the
forehead ; another with his mouth and
jaws shattered by a shot——and all scream-
g with alarm, or groaning in their ago-
nies, The occurrence was immediately
reported to the commander-in-chief and to
General Outram, and a court of inquiry
assembled to investigate the affair; but no
conclusion could be arrived at, other than
that suggested by a probability that the
attack was perpetrated by the soldiers of
the 10th regiment, in revenge for the
slaughter of their comrades at Arrah,
Such, at any rate, appears to have been the
opinion of General Outram ; who,in a letter
of the 19th of August, stated, that the
military duties of the town could not safely
be entrusted to the 10th regiment, under
the lax discipline and exasperated feelings
it displayed towards natives of zll classes
just at that time.*

* Parl, Blue Book (No. 4), f{zééa'

These |
men were encamped at the back of the |
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An attempt was made to give the affair a | ence.

more distinet character, in consequence of
the recent murder of a canteen sergeant
belonging to one of the European tregi-
ments ; and the Caleutta Englishmen, in
giving currency fo the report, expresyed
its tegret that such serious quarrels should
arise; but, at the same time, intimated,
as a matter of course, that “in the present
temper of the European soldiers, it cannot
be expected that they will allow their coni-
rades to be assassinated without taking
prompt vengeauce.

Upon his expulsion from Arrah, Koer
Sing, with the greater portion of his diy-
comfited army, retreated with all possible
expedition to a fortified residence belong~
ing to him at Jugdespore, about twelve
miles distant; whither Major Eyre—who, on'
the 8th of the month, had been reinforced
by the arrival of 200 men of the 10th regi-
ment—immnediately followed him ; and, on
the 12th, the rebel force was again signally |
defeated and dispersed, after sustaining
severe losses in their useless resistance and
eventual flight. = The result was coramunis
cated by Major Eyre, in the following des-
patches :—

“Koer Sing’s Palace, Jugdespore, Aug. 12.

“ Bir,—I have the pleasure to report the
total rout of the rebel force under Koer
Sing this day, by the force under my com-
mand, as per marginf The enemy mus-
tered, as far as can he ascertained, about
3,000 strong, of whom 1,500 were sepoys.
The action commenced at the village of
Dalloor, ut 11 ., whers a strong posi-
tion had been taken up, and intrenchments
raised: Here they made a resolute stand
for about an hour, when they fell hack
upon the dense and formidable jungle,
which extends from thence about a mile
and a-haif to Jugdespore. A ruunning fight
was kept up to that place, which we entered
i trivmph at one o’clock, and immediately
occupied Koer Sing's residence, where
much promiscuous property fell into our
hands. Two guns were captured in the
action,

“ Koer Sing has fled to the south, and T
hear that his army is dispersing; and I
trust the blow now struck may be the
means of effectually destroying his inflo-

* Englishman, Angust 24th, 1857,
+In round numbers :—Artillery, three light field
guns—306 men; her majesty’s 65th—140 men; her
majesty's 10th—190 men; Rattray’s Sikhs—140
men ; yeomanry~-16 men: total, 522.
126

In my next I will give full detiils
of my march from Arrah, and of the ser-
vices performed by my force, giaking special
mention of those who distingitished them-
selves, A return of killed and wounded
shall be sent with my next despatch: our
loss was trifling ; that of the enemy severe.

“I have, &c.—V, Eyxe, Major.”

On the following day (the 13th) Major
Eyre transmitted a detailed account of his
operations, in which he says—* Leaving
Arrahat 2 ».m, on the 11th, I marched eight
miles, and encamped for the night on the
backs of the Gagur Nuddee. Resuming the
route next morning at 6.830, I procseded
without difficulty as far as Rumneaon, where,
for twowiles, the road passed over rice-fields,
and was in many places under water. Had
heavy rains fallen, this road must have been
impassable for guns, 3 -

“At 9 a.m. 1 halted to refresh the troop
and animals for an hour; at 10.30, we
detected parties of the enemy’s horse and
foot occupying the village of Tola Narain-
pore, evidently with the view of disputing
our passage of the river immediately be-
yond it. 1 forthwith pushed forward skir-
mishing parties in that direction,
elicited a sharp fire, which was maintained
on hoth sides with great spirit. As our
main body approached nearer, I advanced
tivo guns to the frout, anil opened a fire of
gitape on a party of the enemy, whose heads
I could just discern in smbush ahout 300
ymds distant. This caused them to rise in
sume confusion, discovering large masses
who had been lying in close concealment.
The men of her majesty’s 10th now became
so jmpatient to he led to'the charge, that,
instead of continuing the fire from the
guns, as I had intended, I yielded to them
the honour of putting the enewmy to flight.
With loud and continued shouts they ad-
vanced and charged, led on in the most
noble manner by Captain Patterson, im-
petvously driving all before them. The
sepoys fell back on the large village of
Dullaur, across the rider, whére intrench-
ments had been thrown up. There they
endeavoured to make a stand; but were
driven out by the joini, efforts of the gal-
lant 10th and 5th fusiliers—the latter under
Caytains L'Estrange and Scott.

** Thenece our route lay through a dense
anil difficult jungle, for one mile and »<half,
to Jugdespore, throughout which a running
fight was maintained, during which two

guns were captured. Jugdespore was but

This |
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possession of Koer Sing’s noted stronghold,
wherein we found large stores of grain,
ammunition, #nd other materials of war.
Koer Sing has fled fo the Jutowra jungle,
sonth of this, with a few followers ; and the
villagers around Jugdespore are sending in
tokens of their submission.” 2
Among the individuals recoramended by
Major Eyre to the favourable notice of the
commander-in-chief and of government, for
their gallanfry and zealous exertions, he
specially distinguishes the defender of Ar-
rah in the following paragraph :—
¢ Mr. A. C. Wake, :%the Bengal civil
service, at the head of his Arrah Sikhs,
nobly sustained the reputation already ac-
quired by his heroic defence of the fortified
house at Arrah, againstoverwhelming odds.”
Following up his success at Jugdespore,
Major Egre, on the l4th, again writes of
viflory :—* Karly this morning, T detached
a company of her majesty’s 5Sth fusiliers
and a hundred Sikhs, with the yeomanry
volunteers (the whole under Captain L'Es-
trange), to Jutowra, where Koer Sing has a
residence. The party has just returned
with information that the place is empty,
though Koer Sing had recently been there.
He 1s reported to have gone towards Rho-
tas: the sepoys have dispersed entirely,
and the country hereabouts is quite quiet.
“1 am destroying the town, and pre-

buildings arcund it. To-day I partially
destroyed a new Hindoo temple, on which
Koer Sing had recently lavished large sums,
I did this because it is known that the
Brahmins have instigated him to rebellion,

“ Captain L'Estrange reports having de-

stroyed Koer Sing’s new palace at Ju-
towra; and Lieutensnt Jackson, with the
volunteers, on their way back to the camp,
set fire to the residences of Qomar Sing and
Dhyal Sing, the two brothers of Xoer Sing.”
| T'he reports from Major Eyre were trans-
mifted to government by desire of the com-

mander-in-chief, with the following letter,
the last paragraph of which is significant,
as expressing Sir Colin’s view of the policy

| in which the war in India should be car-

ried on :—
i« The Deputy Adjutant-genéral to the Secre-
tary to the Government of India.
“ Head-quarters, Caleutts, Aug, 21st.
“I have the honour, by desire of the
eommander-in-chief, to forward, for sub-
mission to government, letters in original,

paring to blow up the palace and principal

relative to the military operations that have
been carried on by Major V. Eyre against
the mutineers, nnder Koer Sing, iu the
Arrah distriet.

“1 am to request you will he good
enough to inform the governor-general in
council, that his excellency highly approves
of the judgment evinced by Major Eyre
throughout these movements, and of the
gallantry and perseverance of the officers
and men under his command, in bringing
them to a triunaphant conclusion.

“Bir Colin, I am to add, recommends to
the favourable notice of his lordship, the
pexsons brought prominently forward in
these despatches; but regrets to have to dis-
approve of the destruction of the Hindoo
teraple at Jugdespore by Major Eyre, under
a mistaken view of the duties of a com-
mander at the present erisis.—I have, &c.,

“ W, Mavaew, Major”

Upon the removal of General Lloyd,
pending the court of inquiry, the command
of the Dinapore division of the presidency
was given to General Sic James Outram,
who had then recently returned from the
Persian expedition,  Under the guidance
of that energetic officer, no time was lost in
gathering together the different European
detachments as | they arrived up country
from Caleutta, and in organising a movable
eolumn for the purpose, as we have seen, of
relieving Lucknow.

|

The: effect of the mutiny by the native |

regiments at Dinapore, was both calamifous
and wide-spreading ; since whole districts,
containing, together, a population of from
twenty-five to thirty millions of people,
were agitated by it. At Segowlia (a small
military station not far from the Nepaul
frontier), it will be remembered, that the
officer in charge (Major Holmes) had taken

upon bimself to proclaim military law¥— |

a step which did mot weet with the ap-

proval of the government; and the nnfor- |

tunate officer, who had only a party of the
12th regiment of native irregular cavalry to
depend upon for carrying out his mandates,
very soon ceased to exercise the authority
he had assumed. On the 24th of July,
these troops broke into open mutiny ; and,
while the major and his wife were riding
out, four of the troopers rode up %o the
vehicle, and beheaded both of them as they
sat, 'This being the signal, the rest of the
regiment threw off all restraint. They first
proceeded to murder the Furopeans at the
* See vol. i, p. 450,
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stgt_iaﬁ ; aud among them, the surgeon, his
wife and children, fell a saerifice to their in-

‘discriminating vengeance : they then plun-

dered the treasury and the houses of the
EBuropeans, and finally departed with their
hiooty towards Ammgurh, ‘This terrible
and sudden atroeity caused great alarm ;
for the 12th irregulars were looked wpon ns
a corps whose known gallantry was a
pledge of its fidelity. As soon as the
events at Dinapore became kpown at the
seat of government, the anthorities did not

hesitate to adopt the views of the nnfortu-
nate Major Holmes; and, on the 80th of
July, martial Jaw was declared, not only in
the northern districts of Sarun, Tirhoot,
and Chumparum, but also in the distriets
of Patna, Behar, and Shahabad, south of
the Ganges. No further mutinies took
place in those places during August; but
the various stations were kept in a constant
state of excitement and apprehension, by
the threatened irruption of insurgents from
other quarters. !

CHAPTER V.,

POPULAR FEELING TN THE MADRAS AND NOMBAY PRESIDENCIES ; ENMITY OF THE MOHAMMEDAN TROOFS j
DISOUILTUDE AT MADRAS; OUTBREAK OF 27TH BOMBAY REGIMENT AT EOLAPORE; MURDER OF T
OFFICERS; NARBATIVE OF THE OUTRAGE; DEFEAT AND PUNISHMENT OF THE REBELS; CONSPIRACY
DETECTED AT POONAH AND SATTARA; THE NIZAM'S DOMINIONS; OUTBREAK AT HYDERABAD AND AHME-
DABAD; DISTURBANCES AT MEAN MEER, JPLPIGORRE, GUZERAT, AND PUNDERPORE; BARODA ABAN«
DONED; THE 8AUGOR AND NERBUDDA PROVINOUS; INDICATIONS OF MISCHIEF AT JUBBULPORE; ARREST
OF THE GOND RATAK AND HIS SON ; PRAYER TO DEEVA ; EXECUTION OF TRAITORS; DESERTION OF THE
S2ND BEGIMENE N. LLp LEITER TO OOLONEL JAMIESON, AND REPLY ; AFFAIR AT KONEE: MURDER OF
LIEUTENANT MACGREGOR; DEFEAT OF MUTINEERS AT KUITUNGEE § PERILOUS STATE OF THE COUNTRY ;
AFFAIR WITH BHEELS IN KANDEISH; A FLOT DETECTED AND PUNISHED IN BOMBAY ; RECAPTURE OF
NIMBHAIRA ; ALARM AND PUNISHMENT AT KURRACHEE; THE KOTAH MURDERS ; MULINY AT DEQGHUR;
PANIO AT MYNEE TAL; STATE OF CENTRAL INDIAj; ASSAM; CAPTURE OF THE RAJAH OF DEBHOGHUR;
TROOPS DIFARMED AT BERHAMPORE ;3 GHOORKA VICTORY AT MUNUDOREE ; BTATE OF REVOLTED DISTRICTS

1IN DECEMBER, 1867,

Berors proceeding to deseribe those minor
operations in the field which filled up the
interval of time between the commencement
of the outbreak in the North-West Provinces
of Bengal and the close of the year 1857, it
will be proper to refer to the state of feeling
that prevailed during that period among the
native armies and populations of the sister
presidencies of Madras and Bombay; and
to glance briefly at certain facts. of them-
selves calenlated to provoke disaffection in
those quarters ; although, happily, the prac.
tical effects of such feeling were neither
permanent or serious,

The insubordinate conduct of the men
belongiug to the Bth regiment of Madras
light cavalry, when under orders for service
in Bengal, and the disgraceful consequences
that resulted to the whole corps, have al-
ready been noticed. The affair, osteusibly

| 8 mere question of pay, was at the time pro-

ductive of no serious inconveunience, except
to the delinquents themselves; but the
Madras government was not long in dis-
covering, that the spirit which prompted the
irregular conduet of the 8th light cavalry,
128
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was not confined to that wegiment only.
The mistaken economy, or parsimony, by
which the rates of pay and pension to the
native troops were materially redued, had
aroused a feeling of discontent (among the
cavalry especially, which consisted chiefly of
Mohammedans) that might have required
but little effort to nurse into open mutiny—
an event rendered still more probable
through the excitement kept np amongst
the troops by means of the exaggerated re-
ports that were disseminated, from time to
time, respecting the state of affairs in the
northern districts of the presidency.
Another source of disquietude was also
furnished by the policy of the supreme
government, in regard to questions of sue-
cession among the families of the native
princes; one instance of which, about this
time, became a tangible point, around which
native discontent might find nourishment,
althongh the grievance was net sufficiently
popularised to ripen into mischievous re-
sults. The cause for disquietude was,
curiously enough, almost identical with that
which had given offence, and produced such
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fearful consequences, in Oude, at Bithoor,
and at Delhi; namely, the refusal of the

Company’s government to recognise, in the ]

lieir of a deceased native prince, any inhe-
rent right to ascend the vacant thronme,
however justly he might be entitled to do
50 by the laws of his country. Upon the
recent death of the nawab of the Carnatic,
his uncle Azim Jah, who had been thereto-
fore recognised by the Court of Directors, in
their official documents, as the legal Leir and
represeutative of the nawab, claimed the
musnud by right of suceession ; but his pre-
tensions were, for some state cause or other,
ignored, or else disregarded, by the Com-
pany—a circumstance that occasioned much
ill-feeling among the people, who had been
accustomed to look up to the family as that
of their natural rulers. Moreover, the
troopers of the Madras army were chiefly
collected from among the Mohammedan
population of the Carnatic; and it was not
unnatural that a race so haughty, and im-
patient of interference with their traditions
and usages, as to maintain an habitual
state  of discontent and rooted hatred
to its European conquerors, should seize
upon such an occurrence as a national
wrong, and, like the mutineers of Bengal,
or the insurgents of Oude, should sympa-
thise with the living descendant of their
ancient sovereigns, and desire to avenge his
wrongs. Fortunately, however, for the
welfare of this portion of India, there had
uot yet been any successful attempt to im-
port into the reasonable grievances of the
Madras army, any question respecting the
“ conversion” of the troops; no alarm had
been excited among them on the score of
“greased cartridges;” nor was there any
unpardonable insult to be avenged, as in
the case of the 3rd light cavalry at Meerut;*
and thus the direct personal stimulus was
wanting that might otherwise have fanned
the smouldering fires of discontent into the
lurid flames of rebeilion.

There was also a solid ground upon which,
at this crisis, the government of Madras
could reasonably depend for security, owing
to the curious but undeniable fact, that
Letween the Mobammedans on the Ganges
and in Oude, and the Mohammedans of the
Carnatic and the Deccar; there was not the
slightest sympathy or union of interests.
Among each, there are yet extant, traditions
of old and bitter animosities; and the severe
struggle which the Mussulmans of Southern

* Bee vol. i, p. 5.
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India maintained against their ultimate
conqueror Aurungzebe, 18 still a theme
which fills their bosoms with inestinguish-
able hatred towards the descendants of the
conquerors by whom their fathers were en-
slaved. This feeling extends fowards the
inhabitants of all the northern provinces,
whom the Mohammedans of the south look
upon as their natural and hereditary ene-
mies, and hate with aa intensity only ex-
ceeded by that with which both hate their
Chnistian rulers.

As regards this long-cherished animosity
of races, it has long been notorious that it
pervades all classes, and that the sepoys of
Madras would rejoice in any opportunity
that might bring them into collision with
those of Bengal. Where regiments of both
presidencies have been quartered at the
same station, it has been with the utmost
difficulty that conflicts have been prevented;
while frequent encounnters in the bazaars, in
which the combatants on either side have
been armed with laftees (heavy iron-shod
sticks), and iu which the Bengsal sepoys
have invariably been overcome, afford the
plainest evidence of the feelings of deter-
mined hostility with which the rival services
regard each other.

Another reason for such coufidence ex-
isted in the fact, that the larger, and by
far the worthiest, portion of the Madras
army consisted of a race utterly antagonistic
in spirit and habits to the Mohammedan
element with which it was associated, but
did not mingle, It way therefore a check
upon that most excitable branch of the
service, and was able of itself to have
crushed any effort at revolt, had such been
offered. 'The Hindoo bulk of the native
army of Madras, unencumbered by the
trammels of caste, and unswerving in its
loyalty, would have been alone sufficient to
extinguish the torch of rebellion upon its
own territory ; though, possibly, in the
struggle to do so, deeds maight have been
perpetrated that would have brought inde-
scribable misery among the European and
native Christian inhabitants.

Notwithstanding these various grounds
for rveliance on the fidelity of the native
troops of the two presidencies, there were
sufficient indications of an uneasy feeling
among the civil populations of both to ex-
cite apprehension, and to demand incessant
yigilance on the part of the authorities.
In the latter end of August, the defiant
tone of the Mussulman iuhagitauzs of
12
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their intercourse with the Buropean resi-

| dents ; and it was deemed prudent to in-

| | ereasc the precautionary measures against a

i ‘ possible danger, by placing a volunteer corps

| | onactive duty.  The impression entertained

| by the Enropeas at this time, may be col-

{ ! lected from the following letter of & mem-

[ | ber of the Company’s civil service, tated
|

]/ Madras became cbtrusively prominent in

| *“ Madras, Avgust 25th;” in which, the
WRter says :— :
| - “Daily, on entering my office, [ have
' about twenly prostrate foreheads befiore me;
and yet those, and others, are people who
would murder yon if they had a chance,
and who cheat to the utmost whenever they
can, Lately, the Mussulmans in Madras
have been very insolent in their looks and
behaviour, and are evidently intending mis-
chief, We are only in Madras, soldiers
aod all, about 2,000 Puropeans sgainst
8,000,000 natives. 1f the sepoys are faith-
ful, it will not matter ; but if not, Heaven
help us. The fort has been provisioned for
| 10,000 men for six mwonths, and sixty
sailors have just been landed from the
' yarious ships, We have one ship of war
opposite Triplicane, ready to batter it in
pieces if the 35,000 rebels there show fight.
“The Moburrum, which commenced on
Monday, lasts ten days; and it is in the
latter part of that period that a disturbance
is expected. « The volunteer guard will be
on duty from Thursday till Tuesday. For-
I tunately for the jinhabitants, our company
| is near our house (St, Thome); for, it being
| five miles from the fort, in case we had to
retreat we should get intercepted, and be
eut to pieces if the rebels fought well, We
are forty strong, and shall relieve guard
 night and day without intermission, during.
our periad of duty,” |
The much-dreaded festival of the Mohnr-
| rum passed over without the expected ex-
' plosion; and, after a short time, Madras
- settled down to its accustomed TCpose,
Ii Bombay, like its sister presiclency Ma-
j | dras, was, as yet, affected but slightly by
the storms that troubled Bengal and the
| North-West. The Bombay troops, though
not altogether equal in fidelity to those of
I Madras, nevertheless had passed through
e fiery ordeal very creditably until a later
period, when they fell into a lamentable
error. The chief native community of
Bombay copsisted of the Parsees, who em-
. braced nearly all the wealth-and infiuence
} of the plalca. These were, to a man, fitm
30

and consistent adherents of the govern-
ment, and greatly strehgthened the hands
®f Lord Elphinstone in_ his ,efforts to pre-
serve order in the eapital; which, conse-
quently, was undisturbed by any rebel de-
monstration; although the adjacent districts,
north, south, and esst, demanded extreine

vigilance. The first point at which the |

mutinous spirit showed itself in this dirze-
tion was at Kolapore—a station situated
about 180 wiles south from Bombay; where,
on the night of the 1st of August, the men
of the 27th’ Bombay native infantry, with-
out alleging any grievance, or affording the
slightest hint of their purpose, broke into
open mutiny, murdered several of their
officers, plundered the treasury of 45,000
rupees, and deserted. The emeute com-
menced about ten o'clock in the eveningy

and the mutineers proceeded in parties to |

the respective bungalows of their European
officers. The native adjutant, and two
hayildars of the regiment, who were loyal
men, had fortunately, although at the las’
moment, bectme aware of their intentions
and, by anticpating the murderons ruffians’
in their visit, gave some of the intended
victims opportunity to escape.  Exasperated
by their disappointment, they commenced
firing iuto the bungalow of Major Rolland,
who was in command of the regiment. The
family of this officer had been warned of
the approacling danger by the mother of

the native adjutant, and had escaped ; byt |
the unfortunute woman to whom they were |

indebted for safety, paid with her life fur
her devotion  to the Europeans.  TUpon
learning what was going forward, Claptain
M*Culloch hastened down to the lines, and
managed to gather around him about fifty
men ; but they would neither fire upon

their mutinous comrades, nor obey his |

orders to rally round their officers, He
was therefore compelled to leave them,
that he might seck the safety of ethers.
In the meantime, Lieut¢nant Norris, and
Ensigns Heathfield and Stubbs,* had ran
towards the quarter-gnard, calling. upon
the men to follow them; but they were
answered with threats and imprecations.
The unforfunate gentlemen, who were ig-
norant of the locality, or bewildesed by the
darkness of the night, wandered for some
distance in search of an asylum, and
reached a village c¢alled Solunkore before
daylight on the morning of the 8id of

* Lieutenant Norris was quite a young man; and
Ensigns Stubbs and Heathfield mere boys.

|
|
|
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|
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August ; and there, while  taking some
food, they were murdered by men of their
own regiment, who had happened fo cross
their track. The villagers afterwards threw
their bodies into the Doodgunga river,
where they were subsequently fonnd, and
recovered for the rites of sepultare.

 Many of the incidents counceted with
this unexpected outbreak are detailed in
the following extracts from letters of the
surviving officers, and from reports for-
warded to the seat of government. The
first selected 18 from a narrative of faits,
chiefly referring to the murdered officers—
gathered from' the confessions of muti-
neers, and the testimony of native eye-
witnesses ; which, as |they agree in the
main with that of the surviving officers
of the regimeunt, may probably he de-
pended on as correct. This document
says—“On the night of the 81st of July,
no apprehidhsions were entertained by the
English at Kolapore; no precagtions had
been taken, nor any place of rendesvous or
refuge appointed, in ¢ase of a mutiny
amongst the sepoys. The night was very
dark and rainy., After mess, about ten
o’clock, the officers separated as wusualj
sorme went to have a game at billiards, some

went home to bed. The major (command-
ing the regiment) was &t howme ; the doctor
and his wife were spending the evening at
the house of a friend; Norris aod De
Lancey, who lived together, had goue home
to bed; Stubbs (who was adjntant of the
regiment) was one of the party at bil-
liavds ; his younger brother had gine home
to bed. The alarm was given in the bil-
liard-room that there was a row i the
lines.  Stubbs” servant brought him his
ploak, and ran to awake his hrother.
Stuhbs went off' to the lines, whire he was
soon joined by the major. They tried to
get .the faithinl portion of the regiment
together ; and a few did follow them, but
conld not be got to act in guelling the
mutiny, snving the arms and tredsure, or
the lives of the officers, more than by
giving them warniog to fly. Heathfield

- and Jones vushed inte Nogris’s house, and
| ‘begged hin: and De Lancey to ‘Get up

quicky’ saying, ‘The men hayve mutinied,

| and are coraing up here! Norris, at first,
| ‘wanld not get up, nor take alarm ; but, on

De Lancey’s request, he got np and loaded

| his gun—De Lancey luaded his pistols, and

they went fowards tlie lines, having pre-
~iously been joined by Ensign Stubbs. On

B

from the freaspry, lots of ammumnition car-

of the havildar who had piven the alarm at

the way t’h_é'j‘._q met Cuptain. M:Cnlloch, who
advised t;h,e'qlfj;o_go back to their hodse and
wait till he sent them word what to do.
They returncd, and sat in the verandah
listening  to ‘the finng and noise in the
fines. Suddenly, an havildar rushed in and
said, ‘For God’s sake fly for your lives!
There are 150 mea coming to murder the
officers ; they are now in the mess!’ Nor-
ris’s house was within fwo doors of the
mess. The four officers rushed throvgh
the house, Norris calling out, ¢ Come plong,
1 know a capital place” De Lancey, however,
stepped 1nto his room for his sword; and
this saved his life ; for when he attempted
to follow his comrades, he could not sce
them for the darkuess, but found himself
alone with 'his sepay servant, who urged
him to ¢ run, or he had no chance of escape,
as the men were mad with drink, and
longing to kill the Buropeans.’” He made
for the residency, not without fear that the
irregulars quartered there might also be m
mutiiy, and fire on him; but he resolved

fo risk if, having no other place n view; |

and afraid to call out to his friends, lest he
should atfract the attention of the mufi-
neers, who were plundering the major’s
house neit-door. At the residency he
found the major and his wife ; and, by de-
grees, with magh danger and difficulty, all
the Europeans ¢f the place assembled there.
Mrs. Rolland, and the other ladies and
children, had eseaped as by miracle—for the
most part 1 theix night.dresses ; and their
first act on reaching the residency, was to
kneel down and thank God for their safety.

“De Lancey volunteered to assist Cap-

tain Schneider that night, and went off to |

command seventy men of his irregulars,
protecting the magezine, &e.  Stobbs,
M:Culloch, and other officers, got together
about a hundred men, and took up a posi-
tion at the mess-house; bub the men were
seized with a panie, fired off their guns, and
rushed into the mess, and would not be
persuaded to come out again.

“The night of the 1stef August came,
and no ;iﬁings of the, missing officers.
Four thousand pounds had Been taken

ried off, sud the shops and the major's
house loofied. A poor old woman, mother

Major Rolland’s house and at Norris's, was

found wurdered in her house. The mufi. |

neers had gone; but all was confusion and

distrust in the camp-—not a native could be
131
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trusted, and there were no Taropean sol-
diers. 'When De Lancey found that Nor-
ris was not in the fort or the neighbour-
hood, nor to be heard of anywhere, he
volunteered to scour the country for the
three missing officers, if he might have five
mounted men; but he was told they
could not bhe spared—all were wanted to
protect the station.”

“ Meanwhile, the three poor fellows were
seen by some Coolies on the Phonda-road,
They carried their boots over their shoul-
ders, and walked barefoot, because of the
deep mud and difficult roads. They are
supposed to have left the main road on the

| 20d of August, and turned to the left till

they reached the village of Solunkore he-
fore daylight on the 3rd. Here the vil-
lagers gave them some food: they were
eating it in a temple, when a party of fifty
mufineers came up; a woman told them
there were three Kaffirs in the temple, and
they instantly surrounded it and shot the
two unarmed men (Stubbs and Heathfield.)
Norris ran a little distance, and turned to
fire upon the murderers; but before he
could draw the trigger, three bullets en-
tered his left side. The mutineers passed
on; and the villagers, fearing to be blamed,
threw the bodies into the Dovdgunga river.
The bodies of Norris and Heathfield have
since been found and buried,

“Thus fell three promising young men,
the eldest not twenty-four years old, be-
loved and regretted by all who knew them.
His commanding officer says of Norris, that
“he was a great fuvourite 'with his brother
officers ; and, from his abilities, would have
been a great ornament to the service which
has lost him, Nothing but their innate
fiendish disposition could have juduced the
mutineers o murder him, as he was always
conciliatory and kind towards the men.’

“Qune of his brother officers speaks even
more warmly of him, as  the best fellow in
the regiment, and my greatest friend, with
whom [ have always lived, and never had a
quartel, or anything like a quarrel. Poor,
dear old Norris, whom I loved as a brother!
I miss him more and more every day ; he
wis &0 good and kind, and never hurt a
living thing. 1 am s0 unhappy I scarcely
kuow what to do. How I feel for his poor
parents] It seems almost like a dream;
and I can searcely imagine I shall never
see him again.’

“Heathfield is also spoken of as an
officer of great promise for the very short
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time he had been in the service, and was
much esteemed and loved in the regiment;
as was poor Stubbs, *whose sweetness of
temper won him all hearts.! *

“It has been said, that these thre:
‘missed their way to the residency;’ but
there is no reason to suppose they in-
tended to go there, or thought they would
be more secure at Colonel Maughan’s than
elsewhere.  In fact, they knew mnothing
of its being a partial mutiny, All the
troops at Kolapore were native to a man;
and the three officers probably thought to
escape, as Norris's words would imply, to
some of their old haunts in the ghauts,
where they were frequently in the habit of
hunting and shooting.

“Since their deaths, Kolapore has been,
like many other places in India, n scene of
terrible and bloody retribution. Up to the
6th of September, daily courts-martial were
sitting.  Bix men have been $lown from
guns, eleven shot, and many more hung ;
the gaol was still full, and the work going on.

Such are the scenes of ‘esil’ from which |

these three young souls have been sud-
denly and awfully ‘taken” May God have
mercy on their murderers! ¢Vengeance is
mine, saith the Lord,’”

The second extract is from s letter dated
“h Kolapore, 12th of August,” which proceads
thus ;— :

“On the 1st instant, at half-past 8 ».x.,
Stubbs, Dr. Broughton, young Heathfield,
Keith, and myself, after having dined at
mess, were playinga game at billiards, when
suddenly there was a violent knocking at
the door, and in rushed the native adjutant
and & drill havildar; and as soon as they
had recovered their breath, said there was a
matiny in the lines. We were all s0 excited,
and everything in such a state of confusion,
that I cannot well describe the events of
that night; only I know that, at three o’clock
in the morning, the major, Captain M‘Cul-
loch, Stubbs, De Lancey, Keith, and myself,
took refuge, with 100 men, in a little school-
house near the local corps’ lines, after having
walked the whole night throngh pelting
rain, among ploughed fields, dressed in
white mess jackeis and trowsers. - At five
o’clock in the moring we marched down
with our 100 men, all the local corps (about
600 men), and 50 of the Southern Mahratta
irregular horse, to onr regiment’s lines,
where we expected the mutineers would
defend themselves, We found, however,
that about 210 men had gone away, taking

SL.
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their arms and lots of ammitnition with
them, The rest of the regiment either
quietly joined us in the lines, or had run
away and hidden themselvesin the fields and

| villages about, when they heard the fiving.

The mutineers had broken into the treasure-
chests, and taken away about 60,000 rupees.
They had forn the regimental colours, and
trampled them in the mud ; they had taken

away or destroyed all the arms and ammuni-

tion in stores; they had killed one old
woman, the native adjutant’s mother, and
she had only saved his children by hiding
them under the beds; they had riddled the
major’s door and windows with balls, and
broken open several of his boxes.  The
resident got information that the mutineers
had shut themselves up in a strong square
building, with Joopholed walls, and flanking
towers at the corners, near the city of Kola-
pore. He accordingly marched all the local
corps out to attack them. When they got
there, however, they were greeted by a
volley (rom "inside, fired through the loop«
holes in the wall. He then marched the
locals straight home.  This 'was on the
morning of the 2nd inst.; from that until
the 10th, nothing was done. Ourmen were
kept under arms all day, ready to turn out
the instant the bugle sounded ; and small
parties of cavalry were continually scouring
the country, to get intelliggnee of where the
mutineers went, and to warn the head-men
of villages not to give them food or shelter.
On the 6th, a party who had been out at a
village about sixteen miles off, said that the
people of the village had fold them that the
three unfortunate young officers who had
not been heard of since the night of the
row, had been caught and murdered here
by the mutineers, and they showed the
marks of bullets and the blood on the
floor of a mative temple. They said their
bodies had been thrown into a river that
runs near the place ; but they have not been
found. On the 3rd, a man named Hossein
Ali came in from the city to our lines, where
he went to our subahdar-major’s house, and
said to him, ‘All the Englishmen in India
are to bhe killed. = Get the regiment to rise ;
the city will join you. We will kill the
officers, and then the Mussnlman religion
will again be the religion of India He
also said that a native officer of the S. M.
horse would join them with 100 men. The
oid subahdar put food before him, and said
he would go and call some other native offi-
cers, and they would consult abput how it

was to be done. He got two other faithful |
officers into the house, and told them quietly |
to keep the man engaged in conversation, |

and not let him go, while he himself ran up
and told the major.
and brought the man lgtti’t:tly up through
the lnes to the major’s house. He was
then tied and sent into the city, where he
was put in irons in the gaol. The next day
four of our officers and I went into the city
and tried him by conrt-martial, after having
his irans knocked off. He was then taken
ont, and shot by six of the 8. M. horse in
the gaol-yard. The man who commanded
the firing party was the native officer who,
he said, was to join them with 100 meu, In
the meantime, about ninety men had come
in from the fields and villages about, who
snid 'they had only run out there on hearing
the firing, to place their wives and children

!
He thien went back, |
|
|

i
[
I
|

in safety, not knowing where else to go to;
several men had also been brought in by
the village authorities, and by the parties
of irregulars who were riding about the
country, They were all sent mto the city
of Kolapore, where they were put into the
gaol in chains, and guarded by the rajah
and his people. AL night we all sleep at
Maughan’s, where there is a very strong
guard kept; we have also outlying pickets
of horse and foot in every direction, and a
regular chain of videttes all yound camp.
*We telegraphed, on'the night of the 1st,
to Sattara about the row; Kerr, the adju-
tant of the 8. M. irregulars, started on the
morning of the 2ad, and was with us, bring-
ing fifty men, on the morning of the Brd;
having ridden with his men the eighty miles
in twenty-four hours, and swam their horses |
over three very deep and rapid rivers, which |
in the rains are considered guite impassable. |
He is a very fine fellow, and a capital speci- |
men of an irregular horseman; the other |
day he rode 240 miles without stopping.
Immediately the row occurred, Maughan |
telegraphed to Bombay for Europeans; but |
they bave not been by any means so expedi- |
tious as Kerr; for, though a steamer was |
dispatched from Bombay immediately, with |
200 of the 2nd Furopeans to Wargoten, and |
they arrived there on the 8rd, they have not |
been able to get here yet on account of the
nullahe and rivers being all so flooded. A
troop of horse artillery, too, started from
Poonak, but they have not arrived here yet i
for the same reasons. It was at one time
feaved the whole coyntry had risen: we
might have been cut to piemslgir all they
[
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kaew; so that they are very mucl to ljame
for not having made more haste. T]p 10
the 10th, tlie mutineers had met with no
cheek 5 on that day, however, we had the
great pleasure of doing for a few of them.
On the might of the 9th, Maughan received
intelligence that twenty-five of the muti-
neers, with muskets in their hands, were
coming bick in the Kolapore direction, from
a place sixteen miles out on the Wargoten-
road, where they had all gone to at first,
Kerr mpunted at twelve o’clock ak migit,
and set off through the rain, with thirty
men, to meet them. He rode out about
twelve miles, and caught three men ; but he
lieard from them, that at half-past eleven
o’clock the main body of them had marched
in and eccupied the same position which
Msaughan bad tried to take before. Kery
le(t his men round about the place, to see
that they did not go away during the
might, and rode in to ask Maughan to give
him some more men, and let him try to
take the place. Accordingly, af ten o’clock
next-morning, Captain M'Cullach and I set
off with thirty volunteers from gur regiment,
and Kerr brought out thirty more of his
Jrregulars,  When we got there, we found
the fellows inside all ready to receive us,
with two sentries walking up and down be-
tween the wall and the lake, and a man at
erch of the corner towers, who oceasionally
We
passed behind the small native huts which
hne the rosd, to a little stove temple, which
they had not been able to oceupy, as it is solid
stone, without a door or window ; in fact it
is & monument, not a temple. From here
we eould see what sort of a place it was,
1t was » double square, hollow in the middle,
like a farm square in Seotland, with a low,
tiled shed inside the wall, for putting horses
and cattle in. The four doors were of tre-
mendously hard wood, into which a musket-
ball did not penetrate half an inch ; and the
main gate was of the same wood, bound and
studded with ivon, and about eight or ten
inches thick. ' The two men who were walk-
ing up aud down the pluce in front of the
little door which looks out towards the lake,
began firing at us behind the monwaent,
and our fellows returned shot for shot ; but
as ueither of them Lit, it was not of mwuch
use, ouly keeping our fellows from going
nearer, . M'Culloch then told me to take

some of our men and some of the 8, M. horse

round the lake, to a place near the rajaii’s
bouse, where there were trees and bushes
184

which afforded eapital cover for tkif;ni;hpra.;
From bere wo soon disladged the two men,

ran inside thie square.

a small temple at that corner, which they
had oceupied, and from the little windows of
which they fired at us. We remaincd here
behind the trees for a long time, auswering
their shots, on the chance of some balls
going in through the loopholes or windaws.
After a while a fellow came riding round the
lake, to say that all our officers had come
down with twenty more men, and that they
had got two of the rajal’s guns, and were
going to blow the main gate open, and storm
the placo. I was told accordingly to collect
my men, and prevent any of the fellows
escaping by the road towards our camp., I
therefore formed my men up, and made the
horsemen mount, <o as to be ready to chass
them ifl they came past. 1 was here con-
cealed by a bank from the fort. The fellows
with M‘Culloch then began blazing awny

expected every minute to hear that they
had broken the gate open and gone in,

being able to go and see the fun; but I felt
obliged to stay and watch that voad. The
guns suon stopped firing, and T supposed all
was over.  Howeger, I was soon undeceived ;

to bring the guns there, to see if they could
open a way in. They said that the guns
eould only be brought to fire obliquely, and
tyereforedid not have much effectou thegate,
for the balls merely went through, leaving
only a small round lole in the wood, but
nofi breaking it 8o 4s to make it passable,
The guns were then placed in a new posi-
tign, and we began fring at the little side
door. - Two balls went through it, but only

and 0o two balls hit on the same spot; for
the balls were too swmall for the guns, and
the fellows could not aim them at all—so
much so, that several balls went right over
the place, and did considerable damage in
the city. While here, a native gunner was
killed from the walls, and one shot cut nmy
trowsers on the left leg, but did not touch
the skin. The rajor, seeing thet the guns
were not likely to open a way into the place,

those fellows out who are firing from tle

one of whom was hit ou the thigh, and they |
Wescould not, hows |
ever, get very near the sqnare, as there was | |

with the guns at the main gate, and I |

und was feeling very much disgusted at not |

for Kerr and the major came round to the |
lake where 1 was, and said they were going |

left little round holes, as in the other door; |

said to me, * Will yon take a party and turn |
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windows of that little temple ?” I gottwelve |
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men to voluntoer, 4nd we rushed np the
oud with a shout, six of the men firing their
waiskets at the windows while running up,
the remaining six reserving their fire for
closer quarters. I ran up to one window
and fived a eavalry carbine, which I had used
al) day, right ints the place, and one of the
men did so to the other. We found, how-
ever, that the fellows who had been there
hadl left it, and gone into the niain building.
ot round the ontside of this temple, we
could keep them almost entively from fiving
from that side of the building; for if one
gliot was fired from a loophole, it wax
immediately answered by a dozen; and we
‘were so near, that a Jot of our balls always
weut in. The biggest gun was here hauled
up close to the little door. Here two na-
tives were killed ; one was hit on the month,
hnd the other had the whole of the back part
of his head catried away. A ball grazed
the toe of my left boot. Here seven men
pame out of the place and gave themselves
ap; one of them had his eye shot out, and
another his left arm broken by a cahnon-
ball. Al of a sudden we heard a whole lot
of shots inside the place, and were told that
[ ] Kerr hiad got in ont the opposite side by a

| gate, which they had neglected to guard,
We should have battered the little door
| down in a few more shots, but we could not
| get it opened at once, as tlicy had piled a
ilot of big stones inside against it. We
| rushed at a little door which had not been
| tried before, because it was so difficult to
| get at. We found it not so styong as the
| others, and broke it in with a pickaxe and
| the butts of our muskets. Neveral men were
shot down Iuside, and three prisoners taken.
It is very extraordinary that not one of ‘our
men was touched, though they fired a lot of
shots atus,  Six meu took refuge in a little
room in the middle of the squave. This
was made of immense blocks of solid stone,
There was a small door looking towards the
main gate, up to which there were four
stone steps; there was a little stone veran-
dah round it, to which the window looked,
| and which was raised about four feet above
| | the ground. The window was about two
| feet above the verandah, and about {our feet

| square. The door and wooden shutter of

| the window were shut. We sent a lot of
{ tuils through the door and windows; and
| they returned them, each on the chance of
hitting the other. They hit one colour-
| | havildar on the head, and one sepoy on the
kuee. After a while, finding we could not

turn them out without having some of onr

threw a lot of lighted grass before the door.
(One man, seeing that they were to be burnt
out, sprang out of the little window like a
tiger, with his Joaded musket in his hand,
evidently resolved to sell bis life dearly.. 1
happened to be standing clote to the win.
dow, and shot him through the head with
the carbine I had used all day. He fell il
in a heap, stone dead. On finding the
smoke insufierable, they came oat one by
one, only to be shot down by our men
immediately.  The square was now an awful
sight, with eight or ten dead bodies lying ou
the ground, the whole place streaming with
blood, and the prisoners, some of theam,
frightfully wounded.”

A singdlar feature connected with the
mutiny of this regiment, was presented by
the faet, that no non-commissioned officer
took part with the mutineers; and also that
only one-third of the regiment were Hine
dostani men, the rest being Mahrattas, and
Decean and Concan Flindoos: the virus of
sedition had affected all in this instance,
without distinction of conutry.

Anotlier acccnnt, after describing the first
movement of the muotinous soldiers, and the
flight of the three officers, announces the
punishment of the rebels, and the entire
suppression of revolt in that quarter of the
presidency of Bombay. The writer says—
The mutincers, by threats of instant death,
made numbers join them. They plundered
the tumbril of 45,000 rupees, and the stores
of several thousand rounds of cartridges,
While all this was going on the Kolapore
infantry came up, and surrounded the mess.
house.  Some fifty of the 27th, still faithful,
were there also, with the whole of the offi-
cers of the regiment. They had not been
there for any length of time before a sentry
took the alarm, or purposely discharged his
piece, and every one followed his example.
The £7th ran like cowards into the mess-
room, out of which they refused to stir.
Nothing then remuined but to refire on
Bowrah, a place distant about half a mile.
The fifty men of the 27th occupied the
school-house as a picket, and Nt a fire,
round which they coolly seated themselves ;
while Major Rolland and Captain MCul-
loch performed sentry-go—a duty which
their own men declined | Next morning,
120 of the Kolapore infantry, and a party
of the irregulars, went to disgige 160 of

i
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men hurt (\fhi‘eh: we did not wish), we re- | L
solved to smoke: them out, and accordingly & |
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the mutineers from a position they held in
the city. On arrival, it was found to be
impracticable without guns. The position
was surrounded by high, strong loopholed
walls, and, without scaling-ladders, nothing
could be attempted. After retarning some
shots our force retired withont accident, save
a slight graze which Colonel Maughan re-
ceived from a fall,

“Late in the day 2 mew character ap-
peared on the scene, The whole of the
European comwmwunity bad retired to the
residency, the compound of which was
strongly guarded by the Kolapore infantry.
They were all anxious and praying for suc-
cour, and they had not long to wait for it.
Covered with skirmishers, they soon saw a
small body of men riding to their relief.
As they advanced neater, they described
the leader to be Lieutenant Kerr, of the
Southern Mahratta horse ; and he had fifty
sabres at his back. His welcome was a
warm one, His face, radiaut with daring,
nspired every breast with confidence; and
as they glanced at his swarthy troopers,
reeking with their recent ride, they felt that
if their gallant Jeader were only permitted,
his horse’s hoofs would soon be red with
rebel bloods The march of Lieutenant Kerr
was wonderful, As soon as the mutiny
broke out at Kolupore, a telegraphic mes-
sage was sent off to Colonel Malcolm at
Sattara, When it was received, Licutenant
Kerr was at the engineer stores, in the
Europeau guard, putting irons upen a man
who had enlisted in the horse with a view
of corrupting the allegiauce of the troopers.
While so engaged, the colonel’s orderly
galloped up, and gave him a note stating
that he required him at his house, and that
he was to prepare to march at once with
fifty sabres upon Kolapore. In a very short
time Lieutenant Kerr aud his men were in
their saddles. When they started they
were loudly and heartily cheered by the
men of the 3rd European regiment, who
wished them God-speed. The rivers
Khonia-warna, Punch-gunga, and the nul-
lahs, were brim-full ; the roads fetlock-deep;
oven the elements seemed to conspire
against the little party : yet without a sick
horse or man, and all, comparatively speak-
ing, fresh, Lieutenant Kerr did the whole
distance (seventy-six miles) in twenty-four
hours, and entered Kolapore in the manner
we have described. The celerity of this
march requires no comment at our hands;
it speaks for itself ; and we can ouly
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hope that the government will not look over
a service which turned the tide of victory
against the mutincers,

“On the morning of the 8rd of August,
two hours before daybreak, the mutineers
left the Ghanm, and took the road to
Farala, where they remained until the 6th
instant. They then descended into the Con-
can by a passage near the ghauts,

“ Lieutenant Kerr offered to attack the
rebels before they left Farala, but Colonel
Maughan would not permit him. It is the
general belief, that had he been allowed to
have done so, he would have ridden them
down, and sabred them to a man.

“The Mahratta horse were also e_nden-_"

voured to be tampered with; but the traitor
was discovered, tried, and shot forthwith,
The rajah of Kolapore, and all the native
chiefs in the neighbourhood, have evinced
the best of feeling thronghout. 1t is a pity
that more promptitude was not displayed
by Colonel Maughan, Had he attacked
the rebels with the forces at his disposal, he
might easily have overcome them., The
risk, however, was great; as, in the event
of a reverse, the consequences would have
been fearful. He had not only his troops
to protect, but a number of helpless women
and children; and such a responsibility ren-
ders even the bravest irresolute. Up to the
9th instant but little seems to have been
done beyoud strengthening our position,
On the evening of that day, twenty-six of
the mutineers returned to Kolapore, and
shut themselves up in an enclosure elose by
a tank, in front of what furmerly was the
quarter-guard of the native regiment in the
old camp. This position they managed to
strengthen, and there they were attacked,
After nive hours’ hard fighting, the placo
was carried at the point of the bayonet..
Lieutenant Kerr first received information
of the arrival of these maen when ke was out

on picket duty. He instantly went up and |

surrounded the place with his irregular
horsemen. He theun left Dr. Broughton in
charge, and galloped off to camp to give
the news to Major Rolland. This officer
immediately went to the lines for volunteers.
All volunteered, but only 100 were taken. |
The rest remained ready in their lines,
Lientenant Kerr led the storming party,
and did his duty nobly. He has been
thanked in orders for his *devoted bravery.'

N

Two men were killed in this attuck,
aud some few wounded. Lieutenant
Kerr got a smash over the shoulder from

|
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the butt of a musket, but had ample ven-
geance by shooting his assailant dead, and
running another mau through with his sword.
The storming party first burst in @ small
door of the enclosiive, three feet wide, and
then jumped in amongst the mutineers,
shooting and Dbayoneting all they  met.
They then burst in another door’ of the
inner geep, and killed all they encountered.

“The rewainder of the mutineers have
been since captured and destroyed—some
in. the Concan, and others in the districts,
Many have been blown away from guns;
and such a terrible example hus been mado
as is likely to keep the Sonthern Mahratta
country quiet for years to come. Colonel
Le Grand Jacob s at Kola ore, and has
assumed the chief mmmamf of the field
force. The garrison has also been rein-
forced by two companics of the 2nd Euro-
pean light infautry, two 12-pounder howit-
zers, mountain train, and the 4th troop of
horse artillery. All danger may therefore
be said to have passed away.

“The 27th regiment was disarmed on
the 18th, and all went off quietly, Tadeed
it could not be otherwise. The guns were
loaded with canister, and laid. The infantry
also had loaded.  Colonel Jacob, who
speaks fluently in Hindostani, addressed the
R7th regiment on the subject of the late
disgraceful proceedings.  He then called

! Lieutenant Kerr and two of his brave sowars

to the front, complimented thew on their
distingunishied conduct in the attack on the
euclosure, and explained their deeds to the
Europeans, who instantly evinced their ap-
proval with three hearty cheers.

_“There were seven more arrests on the
18th, Two hundred will die in all. Two
courts-martial are at work-—one a native,
and the other a Buropean. Twenty mauti-
noers were to die on the evening of the
19th. Those econcerned in the murders of
the officers are to be hanged ; the remainder
will be disposed of between guns and mus-
ketry, ‘Respecting the latter kind of punish-
ment, volunteers from the 27th regiment;
are to form a strong firing party.  The
Southern Mahratta. horse have earned a
reputation for valonr and fidelity which
some may equal, but none surpass, With-
out a murmur they have been on duty,
night and day, since the 81st, in awful rain,
and under no cover. The lives of the Buro.
bean society, and the interests of the state,
were emtircly in their keeping, and nobly
have they done their duty. Naib Russuldar

VOL. 1L T

Sheik Shamoodeen has bg!aen recommended
for prometion to rissaldar, with the *Order
of British India;* and a gallant little Mah.
ratta sowar, already mentioned, who saved
Lieutenant Kerr’s life in the attack at the
enclosure, is also recommended to be pro-
moted to the rank of kote duffadar, with the
*Order of Merit,’ ' !

“There was also a detachment of 250 men
of the 27th regiment of native infantry at
Rutnagherry. Tt was deemed expedient to
disarm them, and accordin gly arrangementy
were made in Bombay for that purpose. The
disarming took place on the |9th ingtant.
The detachment of the 27th yielded up their
arms without a murmur, and were quietly
marched back to their lines. Major Stuart,
of the 86th, with the raajority of his troops,
then left for Goa en route to Dharwar,
leaving a detachment of European artillery
and sailors for the protection of Rutna-
gherry.”

The Kolapore mutincers were within
twenty miles of Goa, when they heard that
asteamer, with European troops, had arrived
there. © They thea at once turned their
faces towards the interior, and marched up
the ghaut again, where they were disposed
of in the manner already deseribed.

The following extracts, from & communi-
cation dated “ Belgaum, Angust 23rd,”
record the punishment inflicted upon a por-
tion of the Kolapore mutineers. The narra-
tive is in the form of a diary.

“Ang. 10th.—Intelligence reached wus
to-day of the slaughter of twenty of the
Kolapore mutineers by their own regiment.
It appears these men could not get on atk all
below the ghaut where they at first went.
They could get no money and no food, so
they came back, and, on being ohserved,
barricaded themselves in a terople. The
officers led out the regiment, who broke
into the place where the men were, and
after a sharp hand-to-hand fight in close
quarters, they bayoneted the whole, A
few of the men of the regiment had trifling
wounds. Now there are but twenty-five of
the mutineers loose in the country.

“ Aug. 11th.—~Two companies of the 2nd
Furopean light infantry came in this
morning. The poor fellows were drenched
to the skin, and had eaten no food for two
days. The officers all marched on foot ; and
they were, for the most part, lame when
they arrived. These companies are to go
on to Dharwar, on being relieved by two
companies of the 86th. We l;ag;a now 400
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available Europeans ; and I think, with them
and the avtillery, we are equal to anything.
I attended the court-martial on Sheik
Usman——a greater rogue than the moon-

{\shee. He appeurs to have directed his

\letters in English. 1 saw the letters writ-
ten intide in the native character, and also
the Euglish translation; to the effeet that
evervthing was in readiness here, 'Several
lending men in the town, and in the native
regiments (no names), were ripe for the in-

. survection, The plan for taking the fort,

1

mafng the commander prisoner, and eut-
ting the throats of all Christians, was also

{ laid out, The English were a parcel of

fools, and did not ‘smell the vat.! There
were many othen subjects discussed in the
epistles, but the pith I have given you;
and il these had mot been intercepted we
should not have been in the land of the
living, ' I afterwards rode up to the camp,
and passed the European lines. The sol-
diers lotked much more comfortable with
their clean kit, and were enjoying their
pipes.

“Ang. ) 3th.—To-day most exciting events
have happened. wo men have been sen-
tenced to cleath, and are to be blown away
from guns' to-morrow.  The moonshee’s
trial came fo a close to-day, when he was
found guilty., Another inan, a Perdussie,
was tried by u court-martial at the artillery
mess-room. | The chief witness was the ad-
jutant of one of the regiments ; and his tes-
timony was corroborated by the jemadar,
This man, it seems, had come to try and
iueite the seppys to inswrrection; and the
Jjemadar, an haviidar, and naik, divectly they
were aware of hi intemtions, informed the
adjutant, who acecompanied them to the
lines, when they hd himi in a hut, behind &
plain deal door with chinks in if. They
then introduced ths Perdassie, and| the ad-
Jutant took down vn paper the mmtinous
conversation.  Under such circunstances
the rascal was, of coarse, convieted, and to-

morrow will meet the fate he desetves, I
shall go and see him executed, as I think

that every Buaropean vught, by his resence,
to show to the natives his coneurrence with
the justice of the sentence; and I7m suve,
when we consider fo! a moment that had
those letters of the moonshee not been inter-
cepted we should all have had our throats
cut, it takes away all pity that one might
otherwise have felt for these wretchid men.

138

. { eral has been indefatignble ; he told me of
I read the trauslations of the modnshee’s !
letters, three in number.  Like thos: of the r

Perdassie, their plans were all arranged as
nicely as possible.  One was to the moulavie
of Poonab, telling him the English were quite
in ignorance as to what was going on)|  He
also wrote to Kolapore; and the mutiay in |
that place is attributed to him, 8-——- hag !
been indefatigable in getting evidence, and
keeping spies. It was entirely through his
means that these letters were intercepted.
These are indeed eyciting times, God
grant all may be well yet in Bengal, and |
that no such insarrection may break out
here! 8 had to announce the sen-
tences to the prisoners this evening, and to
obtain a coufession, which I believe he got
with little trouble, l

“ Aug, 14th.—This day the traitors were
blown away! from guns at half:past 4 p.r.
I mounted my horse, and on the way met
the prisoners in a cart, gnarded by a detach-
ment of the 64th; preseutly we ajrived af
the place of execution. Tt was on the little
course. Thiere was a square formed. On
one side were the Mahratta horse; on the
other some' Shetsandi police from the vil-
lages at the bottom; and in the direction
in which the guns were pointed were the |
rabble, and at the other face were the 29th |
and 15th native infantry and the 2nd Eu-
ropeans deawn up; and between them and
the guns all the ‘Sahib log’ stood. Every
one was present, ltom the general downs |
wajd, The adjutant-general read the sen-
tence out to the prisoners, and they were |
then led to the guns; and at a given signal
off they went. That rascal of & moonshee
way drawing 150 rupees a-month for in-
strieting officers of regiments in Hindos- |
tani, at the very time he was plotting their
death. T should have mentioned that an
havildar and four men of the 20th wera
given up by the regiment this morning for
plotting against government,

“Aug. 16th.—I went down to the lines,
and was present at the parade assembled to
promote the jemadar, havildar, and naik
respectively, on account of the painful dis-
charge of their duties in making known the
plot got up by the Perdassie. The general
addressed each of them; he also called out
the adjutant and complimented him, and
informed him he had brought his conduet
to the notice of the eommander-in-chief,
This was a more gratifying spectacle than
that of the day before yesterday. The gen-

the number of providential interforeuces |
that had occurred for our benefit ; but, nuder
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[POONAR AND SATTARA.

Providence, nothing has tended more to the
safety of the Southern Mahrafta country
than the judicious measures taken by Gen-
ersl L—-—, and the sudden throwing in of
detachments of Euccpean troops. General
| Xi—— has thronghout acted promptly,
firmly, and judiciously; and, aiderl by Mz.
S——, the superintendent of police, has
frustrated the plot, which, had it not been
discovered, would bave caused the i'iaing of
all the native regiments in the division.’
This event at Kolapore was not without
an irritating influence over the adjucent
districts of the Southern Mahratta country.
At Poonah, Sattara, Belgaum, Dharwar,
and other places, the traces of a wide-spread
Mohammedan conspivacy were detected ;
{ but, fortunately, the germs of insurrection

were nipped in the bud, At Poonah* a

plot was concerted, between the moulvies of
that place and those of Belgaurm, for blowing
up the afsenal, and murdering the Eu-
ropeans and native Christians of the place.
This was timely discovered by letters inter-
cepted at the post-office; and the autho-
yities were enabled to guard against the im-
pending evil. Many arrests of Mussulman
conspirators were made, and the natives
| of the eantonment bazaar were disarmed.
From the out-stations the European familes
were called in for bafety; and were sent
under military escort to Bombay. Much
aof thiy alarm was not justified by subse-
guent events; hut, at the moment, “discre-
tion was esteemed the better part of va-
Jour;” and timely caution had more advo-
cates than unnecessary daring had admirers.
The Poonah conspirators, huving been tried
and convicted of high treason, were securely
lodged on board the Company’s receiving-
ship Akbar, preparatory to 'transportation
for life to the Straits settlements,

At Sattara,t the commissioner, Mr.
Rose, had reason to believe the rajah and
his family were in communication with the
Mohammedan conspirators at Poonah, and

* Poonah, formerly a capital ity of the Mah-
ratta states, js situated at the' confluence of two
rivers, the Moctai and Moota; about 98 miles
8.1 from Bombay. 1t stands in an extensive plain
200 feet above the level of the sea, and is sur-
rounded by hills, most of which were formerly
erowned by fortresses. The great steeet of Poonah
is spacious and handsome, many of the houses
being adorned with mythologieal paintings and
deviees. The ancient palece, or fort, is surrounded
by massive and lofty wills, with (ony cireular towers;
and has only one entrance, A Hindoo college has
been established at Poonsh by the government; and
there is aiso a spacious and convenient English

\

determined to nip the mischief in its bud.
Accordingly a force, consisting of two guns,
a party of her majesty’s 14th dragoons, with

some Southern Mahratta horse, and some

wen of the 22nd native infantry (the whole
under the command of Colonel Malcolm,
and accompauied by Mr. Rose and his
assistants), marched into the city of Sattara
before daylight on the morning of the 6th
of August, and surrounded the palace,
placing the guns in position in the front.
The commissioner then directed his officers
to inform the rajali that it was riecessary he
should take up his residence for a time af
Podnah, and that carriages were then in
rendiness for the conveyance of himself and
family. His highness, offended at the un-
geremonious aunouncement, at first refused
compliance; but, after satisfyivg bimself
that he had no choice but fo obey, he con-
sented to the removal, and, with fhe ranee
in company, was safe on his way to Poonah

before eight o'cluck; whenee, upon his

arrival, he was transmitted, with several of
his adherents, under a strong guard fo the
naval dep6t at Butcher Island, 10 Bombay

harbour, where be remained under strict |
surveillanee, until the storm of rebellion |

had passed over his temitory, Some timely

exhibitions of punishment followed this ab- |
duetion ; six prisoners, implicated in the |
outrage at Kolapore, who had been taken |

at Sattara, having been blown away from
guns; and the two eyents struck wholesome
terror into the minds of the surrounding
populations. g

While these occurrences were progressing,
the three presidencies were alike anxious
about the state of feeling in the country

around Hyderabad, in the Deeccan ; and, as |

the territory of the Nizam bordered uwpon
Nagpore it the north-east, and, on the sonth-~
east and on the west, adjoined districts be-
longing to Madras and Bombay respectively,
its condition naturally became an object for
serions attention. The two largest citics

church, and an excellent library in the cantonments,
for the use of the soldiery. o

+ Sattara is a fortified town, situated between the
Krishna and Tourna Ghuut, in the provinee of Beja-
pore, fifty-six miles south of Poonah. The place is
singularly devoid of the usunl features of an Indiun
town, consisting only of one leng street, Withont a
temple or other building to uenote that it is a Hin-
dostani settlement.  The fort crowns the summit of a
hill about 800 feet in height, at the bottom of whieh

the town is builty and in the neighbourhood are

many hill-foris belonging to Mahratta chiefs, some
of which are of considerable strength, aud have; at
times, ocensioned embarrassment to the government.

|
|
i
|
|
|
|
|
i
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of the Nizam-—namely Hyderabad, in the
south-east portion, and Aurungabad, in the
north-west—contained at the time, besides
the establishment of the residency near the
former city, many English families belonging
to: military and civil servants of the Com-
pany, which, by the terms of varions treaties,
had a right of maintaining a large military
cantonment at Sekunderabad, a few miles
north from Hyderabad city. The infantry
cantonment was three miles in length, well
provided with all requisites for a military
station ; and the cayalry lines were situated
about two miles north of the cantonment,
The military station for the troops of the
Nizam was at Bolarum, a short distance
from Sekunderabad. Matters had con-
tinaed perfectly quiet in this quarter until
the 16th of July, when it was communicated
to the resident political agent that a number
of the people in the city were much excited,
and that a scheme was in agitation to coerce
the Nizam to attack the British residency,
which was situated outside of the city, but
some miles distant from the English canton-
ments. Accordingly, early in the evening
of the 17th, about 4,000 budmashes, led by
300 Rohillas, marched upon the residency,
ostensibly to demand the release of a je-1
madar of the 1st Nizam cavalry, who had
been delivered up to the resident as a mu-
tineer, by order of the Nizam, Major
Davidson, who was then at the residency,
acted with promptitude and vigour: am
express was at once sent off to cantonments
for aid; and he then marched out with the
European guard and three guns to attack
the insurgents. Upon coming in front of
them, he opened » fire of grape with such
rapidity and effect that the, rebels were
stricken with terror, and fled, leaving many
of their comprnions on the ground, among
whom were several of the Rohillas. Some
prisoners were made; and among them the
| Robilla chief, who was mortally wounded,
| aud afterwards died. So quickly had the
affair been munaged, that, when the cavalry
and horse artillery arrived from Sekunder-
abad, the rebels had been dispersed, and
the city of Hyderabad resumed its ordinar
aspect. This was almost the only approach
fo an outbreak that occurred in the por-
tion of the Deccan near the borders of the
Carnatic.

An officer of the 30th Madras native
infantry, in a letter descri ptive of this affair,
writes thus;—

‘I must tell you that last Friday even-
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ing, the 17th of July, the resident got in-
formation that the Rohillas were nssembling
in large numbers for an attalk. Well, in
the evening, about half-past six, Georgie
and rayself were sitting in the verandah,
when we heard the three alarm guns sound
the signal for the troops to fall-in and be off
at once to the genernl parade. I went off
to the mess of the 7th cavalry to find out
what was amiss, when I was met by a cayalry
officer rushing home as hard as he could go
for his horse. He shouted to me, ‘The
alarm is sounding’—magic words, as yon
may suppose. I turned, ran home as fast
as my legs could carry me, got out the
horse and carriage, dressed and put dear
G—— and the son in, and rattled off to the
barracks, where we found all the riflemen
out, and the cavalry getting to saddle. By
this time an express eame in to say that
they—i. e., the Rohillas—were attacking
the residency. Off galloped the cavalry
and horse artillery; we remained at the

barracks; all the ladies together at the ad- |

jutant’s house. The whole force was out:
we were all bivouacked on the parade-
ground till about 1 am. About seven,
the report of guns told us that the work
had commenced. But we were, as the say-
ing is, oue too many for them. They came
on and got nine rounds of grapeshot, which
knocked them over like ninepins. They
then got into a house in the bazaar, from
which they kept up a fire on onr fellows
and the residency all night. This house
was 80 situated that the guns could not be
brought to bear upon it, s0 it was resolved
to wait till the morning, and then have at
them with the infantry. However, at 4
A, they walked off.  'We know of twenty-
nine Rohillas picked up dead; how many
wounded, of course, we cannot find out;
but the quantity of blood on the floor of the
house, when taken possession of in the
moruing, told thet they must have suffered
heavily. The troops turned out splendidly ;
so people have little fear of the Madrasees |
following suit with Bengal, The residency
has now been strongly fortified. It is sup-
posed we shall have a row to-morrow again,
as it is Friday (the Mussulman Sunday), on
which day they think it & mark of zeal for
their prophet to try and murder us; but as |
our sepoys are stanch, they are likely to get
more than they bargain for., On Friday
last all the ladies (our depdt excepted) were
put into the arsenal and European hospital.
You may imagine *the scene; drums beat-




S e

Jiz]
B

‘blows dealt him with a hatchet,

A, 1857.]

ing, hogles and trumpets sounding the
alarm, and, in all directions, carriages rush-
ing off to the above-mentioned places, All
the Buropeans who lived in the city came
rushing into cantonments, or took refuge in
the residency. We had not a single man
on our side touched, though they were
being fired at all night. The 12th lancers
were telegraphed for from Poonah, and ave
likely to be here in about a fortnight.
Their approach is hailed with great glee.”
On the 30th of July, the 26th regiment
of native infantry mutinied at Meean Meer,
aboit noon, Major Spencer, who com-
manded the regiment, immediately went
into the lines, and for some time appeared

| “to have succeeded in pacifying the men;

but he, with the quartermaster-sergeant,
the havildar-major, a pay havildar, and
some others, lost their lives in the vain at-
teropt to waintain order. The major ap-
pears to have been slain from behind, by
The mis-
crennts attempted to inveigle some other
officers into their lines; and Lieutenant
M. White had a most narrow escape. Just
as he was on the point of dismounting, to
aid, as he imagined, his commanding officer,
he was warned by a sepoy that he would be
murdered, and got away with difficulty, and
with a slight scrateh from a sword. The
mutineers fled rapidly to the eastward,
across the grand parade, and got into the
dense jungle without heing overtaken,

' About thirty of the mutineers were killed

by the new Sikh and Punjabee battalion,
and seven were captured and summarily
executed.

Accounts were afterwards received from

‘Mr. F. Cooper, deputy-commissioner of

Umritsir, of the almost total destruction of
the 26th regiment. The mutineers continued
their flight withont ceasing, for a distance
of forty miles, up to the left hank of the
Ravee, which they in vain tried to cross
opposite Ujuala, On Mr. Cooper’s reach-
ing the place, about 4 ».x. on the 8lst of
July, he found that about 150 men had
been shot or drowned by his police, aided
by the villagers; 160 were captured on
the island in the river; 85 were counted
drowning in trying to get off. Numerous
fugitives were brought in from all quarters
during the night: 237 were summarily

executed when taken ; 41 died from fatigpe ;4

and about 21 more had been apprehended
in neighbouring villages. In round nam-
bers, 500 men were thus accounted for, 1

to these be added the fnrlough and sick |

men, the Bhoojoore men, the Sikhs and
Punjabees, and some guoards which re-
mained, the total strength of the whole
regiment is approximately given. /NG

A letter from Peshawur, of about the
same date, deseribes an exciting affair that
had receutly come off at that station, as
follows :—*“ I avn always picturing to myself
the horror of people at hows when they
hear of the succession of atrocities perpe-
trated by the scoundrel sepoys, and of the
narrow escape we have had of losing India.
We disarmed the 10th irregular. cavalry
here, and then disbanded them for not
charging the 55¢h native infantry (who were

|
[MEEAN MEER. |
i

in open mutiny), when ordered to do so.
We managed to get these ‘doves as they
are called, dismonnted within a hundred
yards of the guns; sent a party to seize
their horses at their pickets; then com-
manded them to lay down their arms; then |
sent searchers to relieve them of their para- |
phernalia; made them take off their coats;

|
|
|
|
|

then ordered them to take off their boots. | |
Fancy a cavalry regiment hard at wurk[

taking off each other’s boots, under the
influence of artillery ! Each man was then |
given eight annas (18] ; the whole secured,
and marched off to the riverside, where they
are to be embarked in boats and sent down
the Indus, where I expect every mother’s
son will have a chance of being drowned in
the rapids. To-night we pick out horses to
complete the battery from the dishanded
cavalry, We had a night-alarm a short
time since ; you konow we (the artillery) all
sleep at the guns, 1 awoke and heard
‘ boom,” *hoom ¢ hearing guns fired (for so
it seemed) at regular intervals from the
fort, we thought the city had risen, and a
night-alarm all through the cantonments
was the consequence: we were all af our
rendezvous in notime. This was caused
by the explosion of little mines in the eity,
in honour of a wedding. Well, next morn-
ing, the persons concerned, and those who |
worked at the mines, were tied up, and re-
ceived such a flogging as they will not
casily forget. In these times of danger and
treachery, we don’t bother ourselves about

the quirks of law, but haung, shoot, or .

flog, as circumstances arise. We stand 1o
nonsense here. The general swears he will
maintain discipline,”

At Jelpigoree the elements of discord
were at work also. In the neighbourhood
of this station, at which the 17 3rd Bengal

41
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native infantry was quartered, no European
troops whatever were in cantonments, and
every facility was therefore afforded to the
evil-disposed of the regiment to coerce, or,
if need be, to destroy their English officers.
An effort to that end was n'tade towards the
end of July; but the corjis was not then
ripe for revolt, and the plot was discovered
in time to render it harmless, The details
of this affair are given by an officer of the
73d regiment; who says, in a letter dated
80th July—We have been a little unset-
tled lately, in consequence of a discovery
that there were some twelve or fifteen men
in the regiment who were disposed to
mutiny, and, if possible, kill' their officers,
We at once arrested the ritigleaders, tried
them by court-martial, and sent them to
the gaol, heavily ironed. The putting on
of irons is almost the greatest indignity
which can be offered to a high-caste sepoy,
80 we naturally felt anxious during and
after the process. However, all went
smoothly, and they are now on their way
to Caleutta. After this we breathed a little
more freely ; but the sequel will show how
nearly we brought the storm on our own
heads, A day or two after, information
was brought us by a faithful sepoy, that two
mien had been to him, regreiting that they
could not get up a party to attack the offi-
cers at mess; they expressed themselves as
ready to do so if they could incduce three
more to join them. Our informant pro-
mised to join- them, The next day they
got their party augmented to six, and made
their arrangements for that very evening;
they were to have a boat waiting on the
river, which runs close under the mess-
house, to make a dash at the officers while
at ditner, jump into the boat, and escape
into Bhotan, They dared not trust them-
selyes on this side, as the regiment would
not join them. ‘We heard all this just as
we were going to a grand entertainment
given by our regiment to the irregular cav-
alry, We thought it better to go, and we
therefore went. We remaned three hours
in the midst of them all, knowing that
some few were contemplating our murder
in the evening. Up to this time we had
had no opportunity of consulting as to what
was to be done: in fact, nothing was set-
tled till I mounted my horse, and went
down to the lines in a tremendous storm of¥
rain, 1 had the whole party arrested,
They were taken up by sepoys, guarded by

ihem all night, and packed off by them in
142 j

a boat rext morning for Calcutta. This
geems to prove fully that we may rely on
the regiment as a body; tMey never wounld
have imprisoned their own companions had
anything like a mutinous spirit been rife
amonyg fhem.”

Throvghout the conutry between the
northern districts of the Bombay presidency
and Malwa, many events occurred suffi-
ciently marked to show, that in all diree-

‘tions nhe native troops were in an agitated

state, as if wavering between the opposite
principles of fidelity and revolt. 1t was,
however, worthy of notice, that the troops
so affected, were, in very few instances, of
the Boutbay army ; being chiefly Mahrattas
or Rajpoots, or men of various contingents,
imbued with the same ideas as the Hin-
dostani¢ and the Oudians. Towards the
close of July, & few trovpers of the Guzerat
irregular horse, at Ahmedabad, atterpted
to get up a mutinons demonstration, by
rushing through the lines of the corps with
a green flag, and calling on all trme fol-
lowers of the people to join them, and
exterminate the unbelievers, The effort,
however, failed ; and, in an attempt to seize
them, two were killed by the Coolie police
corps. Captain Taylor, the commandint of
the regiment, was wounded in the affray ;
and the mutineers were eventually secured,
and senfenced to be hanged. The execns
tion took place in presence of the whole
force at the station; which was drawn up

in line, the Guzerat irregular horse being |

placed itl frant of the HBuropean troops, an

facing the gallows; so that if they had
dared to attempt a rescue, their destruction
was certain. The wmutineers were per-
mitted fo address the men of their regiment
previous to being turned off; and one of
them, profiting by the opportunity, called

aloud to them—“Why do you not do as:

they did at Neemugh, and charge these
Kaffirs?” But the reply to his guestion
came in a low murmuy of reprobation from
the ranks before him, and the traitors met
their doom without sympathy.

At Punderpore—a sacred town about 108
miles south-east of Poonah-—an émeute oc-
curred in July, doring which the mamlul-
dar (or mative magisirate) was killed ; bup
the disturbance was quickly repressed, and
no serions result followed to the Kuropeans
in' ‘that quarter. About the same fine,
some engineers of thi Baroda Railway Com-
pany, stalioned at that town, created un-
necessary alarm by precipitately abandon-

|
|
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| where they declared that a

MUVINY, [SAUGOR AND NERBUTIDA.

ing the station and ﬁeein§ into Surat,

arge body of
insurgents were marching towards the Gui-
cowar’s eapital, The momentary panic was,
however, withont any permanent iujury to
the quiet of the aty; and the ternfied

| fugitives were derided for their pusilla-

nimity, insteacl of being thanked for their
timely warning.

The, Sangor and Nerbudda provinces
were in a somewhat precarious state during
the whole of Angust. At Jubbulpore, the
conduct of the troops had not ceased to
excite alurm since the first symptoins of

- disorder beeame apparent in June; but

still the two folliwing months passed away
without any atteinpt at actual mutiny. At

- length, certain symptoms among the men

Cof the 52vod | wpgiment, induced Mujor
| Erskine (then in command) to take extra-

ordinary precautions against daoger, and
to fortify and provision the residency, An
officer of the 62nd, writing of this occur-
rence on the 1jith-of July, says— This

| is a heautiful plice, so we all came here
| one evening, and|such a business you never

. Baw,

some distance oufside,

There wers ten ladies, with ever so
many children, and a numbes of sergeants’
and writers’ wives. The next morning we
began infrenching  ourselves, bricking up
all the verandahs, only leaving holes to five
through, We put quantities of sand-bags on
the top of the house, all round; cut dawn all
firees within a cprtain distance of the house;
laid in stores of grain for three months;
and staked the grouud all round to prevent
a rush, We also managed to find two old
4-pounder gung, which we planted on the
front side of the house, where they present

-an imposing appearance. During this time

our men kept quiet, and have done so ever
since. Of course, we did not admit them
within the fortifications ; but permitted them
to give us two guards, of fifty men each, at
We number, in-
side, about forty-five fighting-men, twenty
women, and as many children. We feel
ghite safe uow, and nothing but guns can
islodge us.  'We have just heard that a force
is coming up from Kamptee, consisting of
the 33rd Madrus infantry, two squadrons of
horse, and 4 detail of artillery. They are
going to pass through this country to
avenge the atrocities of Jhansie, Nussee-
rabad, Banda, Nowgong, &c. Two com-
panies of our regiment are to accompany
the force, and O and myself are the
lucky ones to go. Won't we just aveuge

owr countrymen ! Our orders arve to de-

stroy, burp, kill, and hang; and if the |
order is not carried out it won't he my | |

fanlt, Some of the worst atrocities took
place at the stations 1 have named. At
Jhansie, for instanee, fifty-three Europeans,
including eivilians and officers, were starved
out and had to surrender. ‘The rebels tied
them to trees—Iadies and gentlemen s then

laid down the children in frant ; and, after

eutting the latter in two, cut the men’s heads
off, and then ended by violating and mur-
dering all the women. I have seen the
depoiitions taken by the chief commissioner
here, of matives who were eye-witnesses,*
and had escaped; bhut they are too heart-
rending to relate. Cawnpore is said to
have gone, and every Baropean murdered-—
among them Captain and Mrs. Wiggens, of
our regiment, and two children. ‘No pun-

ishment can be too great for these brutes;
and our revenge will be awful, as we havg
no fear now of speeches about the mild
Hindoos. We expect to be out about six

or seven mouths; so, shonld I not he able !
The re~. |

to~write, that will be the reuson.
volver you senf me is always round my
waist, loaded. T could ‘get £50 for 1t
now, as there are only two others here. I

charge of the west side fortifientions. We
are, of course, improving every day, and
shall socn be impreguable. My own bat-
tery consists of a wmusket from wmy com. |
pany, a double rifle, two double guns, be-
sides the Colt.  If you could look in upon
us you would not think we were a very
lugubrious Set; but rather that we were met
ou gome festive opeasion. At this moment
I hear the piano and singing.
queer lot, we Britons: day after day we
hear of atrocitiss too horrid to wyite about,
and of the murder of friends and relatives,

Laughing, talking, eating, drinking, musie,
singing—all seems t6 go on much as usval.” |

The movable '‘column from Kamptes, |
meutioned in the preceding extract, duly |
arrived at Jubbulpore, where it halted for a |
day or two, and then proceeded op its mis- |
siou of justice,
afterwacds sent back to the station, for its.
better protection, in case any disturbance
should oceur, e

|
{
and never seem to think of ocur own fate. [
|
|

*This would seem to be tolerably conclusive as |
to facts previously recorded of the sepoy atrovities, |
notwithstanding they have been questioned by |

parties at a distance from the scene. l
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For some time, nothing occurred to in-
cresse the anxicty which the Furopean
iuhabitants of Jubbulpore, in common with
those of the sarrounding districts. naturally
felt in the unsettled state of the country;
but at length, some appearance of mystery
in the conduct of several of the influential
inhabitants, towards the latter end of the
Mohurrum,* excited suspicion of impending
evil; and, by the exertions of Lieutenant
Clarke, the deputy-commissioner of Jubbul-
pore, information was obtained that it had
been the intention of the rajah of Gond
(Shunkur Shah), and his son, Ragonauth
Shah, accompauied by several zemindars
with their followers, and in concert with
some sepoys of the 62nd regiment, to
attack the cantonments on the last day of
the Mohurrum, murder all the Europeans,
burn the cantonmeunts, and afterwards
plunder the treasury and city ; and that it
had not taken place on the appointed day
for two reasons—first, that they were un-
certain how mauy of the sepoys would join
them; and, secondly, because two of the
jemadars of the vebel party had refused to
act with them. 1t was also ascertained,
that the attempt would probably be made
during the Dusserah.f -

Upon receiving this information, Lieu-
tenant Clarke sent a chuprassy, in the dis-
guise of a fakir, to find out move of the
slicged conspiracy ; and the scheme suc-
ceaded admirably ; for the rajah and his
son were completely ‘deceived by the dis-

ised emissary, and, without hesitation,

1sclosed to him their intentions, as well as
the means they had resolved to employ for
carrying them into effect. Acting upon
the report of the chuprassy, a party of
twenty sowars, with a strong body of police,
was assembled at Tieutenant Clarke’s bun-
galow ; and, accompanied by that officer,
proceeded towards the rajali’s house, in a
village about four miles from Jubbulpore.
When about a mile from the place, the
lientenant galloped forward with some
sowars, and surrounded the village, until
the foot police arrived ; when, the arrange-
ments being complete, the vajah and his
son, with some thirteen people in his honse,
were arrested, and conveyed to the military
prison in the English cantonments without
the slightest difficulty.

* The Mohurrum is a fast, kept by Mohammedans
in- ccmremoration of the death of Hossein and
Hussejn, the two sons of Ali, by his cousin Fatima,
the daughter of Mabomet,
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On searching Rajah Shunkur Shah’s and
Ragonauth Shah’s house, several papers of
a rebellious tendency were found. One of
them was a prayer by Shuvkur Shahb, in-
voking his deity to aid him in the destrue-
tion of all Europesns, to overset the gov-
ernment, and to re-establish his own., The
paper was found in a silk bag in which he
kept his fan, by the bed from which he rose
ag the lieutenant and his party entered the
house. The prayer was written on a serap
of paper torn from a government procla-
mation after the massacre at Meernt; and
the remainder of the proclamation was
afterwards found in the house. A second
prayer, differing immaterially in one or two
words, was also found, in the handwriting
of Ragonauth Shah. The following is &
literal trauslation of the prayer of the
rajah 1 —

Shut the mouth of slanderers, bite and
Eat up backbiters, trample down the sinners,
You, * Bustisingharka,”
Kill the British, exterminate them, “ Mat Chundee.”?
Let not the enem I‘ escape, nor the offspring of such,
Ol ' # Singharkah "
Show favour to Shunkur,
Support your slave !
Listen to the ery of religion,
# Mathalka,™
Eat up the unclean,
Make no delay,
Now devour them ;
And that quickly,
# Ghormatkalka,”

) A name of the goddess Deeva; signifying “ Destroyer of the
Enemy,” #, 3, 4, $—other names, expressive of her various
attributes.

On the second night after the imprison-
ment of the conspirators, a report was for-
warded to Lieutenant Clavke, from the
regimental lines, that it was the intention
of some of the sepoys to attempt to rescue
them. The Madras force was immediately
turned out, and remained under arms all
niglit, The prisoners were removed, for
greater safety, from the gaol to the residency,
where no attempt of the kind was likely
to be made. In the comse of the night, a
few shots were fired in the lines; and &
picket was fired on, but from along distance ;
after which, eight of the worst men .in the
52nd regiment set fire to a bungalow, and
deserted, taking their arms with them.

A cowrt was held on the following day,
for the trial of the vajali and his son; and
proof of their complicity in the plot for the

+ The Dusserah is a Hindoo festival, continuing
for ten days, which are appropriuted to religious

ceremonies, anid 1o the public exhibition of the idols, |

to whom offerings are presented,
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fAN EXECUTION DESCRIBED

| destenetion of the Turapeans being conelu-

sive, they were sentenced to suffer death by
‘being blown {rom gnns—-this mode of execu-
tion being resorted to in preference to hang-
ing, in consequence of 'the excitement then
visible 1o the lines of the G2nd, which sug-
gested an idea of a possible attempt at
rescue; an event that would have heen
facilitated by the delay afforded while con-
structing the gallows. Accordingly, at
eleven o’clock on the morning of the 18th
of September, two guns were advanced a
few hundred yards in front of the residency,
covered by a company of her majesty’s 33rd
regiment—a strong party of Madras light
cavalry being on either flank; and the two
principal offenders were brought upon the
gronnd, under a guard of armed police, and
an escort of the 33rd, The old man walked
up to the guns with a firm stride and
haughty demeanour; and but for the defi-
ant tone in which he breathed his last
aspirations for revenge, his snow-white hair
and venerable appearance might almost
hiave exeited a feeling of eompassion in' the
breasts of those he had plotted to destroy.
The son, Ragonauth Shah, was less deter-
mined in his manner, as he placed himself
in front of the gun that was to annihilate
him. The requisite preparations ocoupied
but a few moments. A signal was given,
and instantaneously the torn and shat-
tered remains of two human beings were
strewn, in a shower of blood, over the resi-
dency compound. Of these the kites and
vultures had a shave; but such parts of them
as could be gathered up at a Jater period of
the day, were given over to the ranee-—terri-

\ ble memorials of what once had been a

hushand and a son,

The rojah of Gond, although for many
years shorn of territory and power, had still
possessed the ancient name of his dynasty ;
and the traditionary prestige of his family
afforded the disaffected a rallying-point
which they were ready to avail themselves
of. In former days, the Gond rajahs had
held absolute rule over a large extent of

* A medicel officer of the Bombay presidency
given the following descviption of an ** execution

arade "¢ This firat parade was a horrible sight,
ut the blowing away from guns;is most appalling.

| After the explosion, the grouping of the men's re-

mains in front of each gun was various and fright-
ful.  One man’s head was perched upon his back,
and he was staring round as if looking for his legs
and arms. Al you see at the time is a cloud like
dust-storm, composed of shreds of clothing, bum'mg
muccle, and frizzing fat, with lamps. of coagulate
blowd,  Here and there a stomach or & liver comes
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country, and could trace their descent
through the mists of sixty generations.
Cast down from their indepeudence as
sovereigns by the Mahrattas, who despoiled
them of their terrtories, the living descen-
dauts of the family were in utter poverty,
when the armies of the Company beat down
the spoiler and oppressor. The government
commiserated the fallen condition of the
once-powerful family, and hoped, by restor.
ing to it a share of its former importance,
to secure its gratitude, and, at the same
time, strengthen the southern frontier of its
acquisitions against future aggression by
the necighbouring states. This considerate
policy was accordingly adopted; and the ]

‘result we have seen.

An officer present at the scene of death,

' deseribes zome of the incidents as follows :—

“] have just come back from sceing the
rebel rajah and his son blown from guns.
It was ano awful sight; but they richly de-
served n far worse fate.  Fancy-—it has been
found out that we were all to. be roasted
alive when canght | He prayed, as ke was
being lashed to the gun, thal his surviving
children might be spaved to burnus!!! We
went down to where the two guns were
dragm up, with a detachment of infantry
and cavalry, to prevent surprise-—the cavalry
rushing about to keep the people back
from the front of the guns. Soon after-
wards the prisoners arrived, looking very
apathetic and noncialant; their fetters were
knocked off on the ground, 1 was quite
close to them, as we officers were inside a
circle, close to the guus, into which the
crowd was not allowed.to come. They were
then bound to the mouths of the cannon.
The way is this :—You stand with your back
to 4 cannon mouth, which is pointed to the
back of the heart: you have now a very
good idea of it. . The artillery officers, when [
all was ready, gave the command in & loud,
clear voice, ‘Division! ready! fire!? A
boora—a thud, as of a body falling—and all
was over’s You know I have a very soft
heart, and would most likely have fainted,
falling down in a stinking shower, One wretched
fellow slipped from the rope by which he was tied.
to the gun, just before the explosion, and his arm
was nearly seton fire. Whilst hanging in his agony,
under the gun, a sergeant applied a pistol to his

‘héad, and three times the cap snapped, the man each

time wineing from the expected shot. At last a
rifle was fired into the back of his head, and ths
blood poured out of the nose and mouth like vater
from a briskly-handled purap. This was the tiost
horxible sight of #ll. I have seen death in all its
forms—neyer anything to equal this tz%n's end,”

e
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or got sick at home, i T had seen the sume
before these massaeres; bnt 1 can assure
you, that although T felt the awlul solenanity
of two souls goiug, with a prayer for murder
upon their 1ips; before their God, yet T went
up afterwards, with almost gratified feelings,
to look at their faces, still thinking of Cawn-
pore, Delhi, Meerut, Jhansie, Baveilly, Fyza-
bad., The old man’s fhace was guiet and
severg (he mever had moved a muscla the
whole time befove), as was alse the young
one’s (a man of forty.) Theirlegs and arms
fall close to the cannon mouths, they being
tied ; the head and upper part of the body
heing Bblown ahout fifty yards in front.
Quite untouched their faces were, and guite
quiet. It is a very quick death, as they can
feel no pain, the vegion of the heart hemg at
once blown away, This is nearly the only
form in which death has any terrors for a
native. If he is hung, or shot by muskety,
he knows that his friends or relatives will be
allowed to claim his body, and will give him
| the funeral rites required by his religion ; if
a Hindoo, that his body will be burned with
all dne ceremonies; if a Mussalman, that

will be blown into a thousand pieces, and
that it will be altogether impossible for his
relatives, however devoted to him, to besure
of picking up all the fragments of his gwa
particular body ; and the thought that per-
haps a limb of spme one of a different reli-
gion to himself might possibly be burped
or buried with the remainder of his gwn
body, is agony to him.” |
The pxecution-was over, and the tropps
had returned to quarters before the howy of
nvon; and then, with a view to assure ‘the
sepoys that only the guilty had any couse
to apprehiend severe mensures on the part
of the government, Colonel Jamieson, with
two other officers, went down to the lines,
and remaived talking to the men for some
time—ultimately leaving themi with an
impression that all was quiet, and that their
visit had produced a good effect. Abont
suuset, however, one of the sepoys, who had
already given proofs of fidelity, reported to
the adjutant, Lieutenant Miller, that some
plot was brewing, and that he expected the
whole regimeut would desert duriig the
night. o have then acted on the ofiensive,
and deprived the men of their arms and
ammunttion, would have been the wisest
course; and, in all, probability, would have
146

bt without cffeching any damage; thoy,

directed their steps, for the purpose of takiag
hLis remains will be decently interred, as di-
rected i the Koran. But if sentenced to
death in this form), he knows that his body

-a translation . — |
% 2o his Ezcellency, ihe Lord of O’Zémmwy,lﬂ.&_e

the names of ten sepoysi~and othors whose names

been resoried to; hut, unfortunately, three
officers of the regliment were ont on detach-
ment at Saleenithad and Pdtun, and

extreme measurcs would) it was felt, seri-
ously compromise their safety. The officers
had assembled at mess; when, between
nine and ten o’clock, the regiment rose in a
body, excepting one native officer and ten i
men, and quietly left their lines, taking with
them their muskets and the ammunition
in their pouches; all their other property
being left behind. The mutineers remained
for some time in the vieinity, and afterivards
mwoved off round the city, taking the road to
Patun: in passing, they fired a* few shots,

however, announced their intention to re-
turn in two or three days to plunder the
city. _ : _
The Tuhseddaves of Patun, on the left
hank of the Heron river (where & company
of the regument, wnder the command of
Lieutenant Macgregyr, was stationed), was
distant about twenty miles from Jubbulpore;
and thither, in the first place, the mutineers

up the detachment, and also another of
about {orty men at Kuttnngee, a station yet
higher wp the rivir. Both these detach-
ments joined the mJutineers, excopt a ' jema-
dar of the Knuitungee partv, who alone
remeined faithful. | Upon arriving at Patun,
sentries were pluced over Lieutenant Mae-
gregor, whom they (ompelled to accompany
them on their maréh-—announcing their in-
tentions respecting him by a letter to
Colonel Jamieson, of which the following is

Bountiful of the Age, his Egeellbncy Colonel Suhid

Buahadoor : may his power be perpetual!

“ After respects, the representation is this—that
Shaikh Dianuth Alles (havildar-major), and Salir
Buksh (naik), and Dicguz Sing (naik) —[here follow

ars unknown, these sepoys, sir, seud heres and this
regument the havildar-major roined, snd sivd that
the Major #ahib and Mason Bahib told the Madnas
sepoys fo seize all the arms of the rogiment snd kiil
the men; then you will receive thirty rupees pér
mun a8 reward, and be promoted to subehdar haha-
doors. 'This speech the havildar-major made to the
havildars on duty.  If he hao not smid this we woula
not liave deserted ond saved our lives by flight, 4s
only irem the bavildar-major's speech we dégerted :
it is proper thut these mion should by sume means
or othier bie sent to us—let them be seized and sent;
we have committed no injury to the goyernment;
and as for the muskets and eartridge-boxes which we
brought away with us, we have left our yiroperty in
Hew thereof; Naving sold it, take the pitice ; each

N

sepoy lelt about thirty rupees’ worth of preperty;

|
I
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also send pay for one month and fifleen days, We
"avg men aof honour, and aré (_’lc)‘;:jgg vernment ser-
vies liete. Your Jordship answered, thut ‘ the Magdras
sépoys prenof nnder my authority ' then, having be-
cume helpless, we came gway here by your order to
save our Jives; ond on the 18th of May, when your
officers fled, then we, bemi; faithful to our salt, did
not say anything to your lordship, and at that time
the Madras regiment was not present; and when
the Adjutent Sahib was attacked by = sepoy with &
bayonet, if we had not heen frue to pur salt, why
di_cg we spize the gepoy apd make him over to you?
And your mﬂ:nm is our lord and master; but when
we did not find any way to save our lives, we fled
and cams here; and we had vegard to your lord-
ship’s salt ; if noty at that tinie we might have killed
yeu, And if you do nat let those sepoys go, then
this Sahib* we will not kill, but, having bound him,
will take him to Delhi; and if you will send those
sepoys, then we will canee the 8ahib to avrive where
you are, Moreover, having seived those aarnys,
send them with a gusrd of pnlice, and it will be

| well: and if life remains, we will agein be present

in your service; we will not run away. This letter
i written on the part of all the sepoys and non-
donmissioned officers. All sepoys, non-ecommissioned
and commissioned officers, send salam,”

Having dispatched this letter to Jubbul-
pore, a portion of thie mutincers proceeded
to Saleernabad, about thirty miles on the
Mirzapore-road, where Licutenants Barton
and Cockburn were on duty with a detach-
ment of the ragiment. Upon their arrival,
the two officers were ordered by the rebels
to depart for Jubbulpore—the wen whe had
heen under their command bidding them
farewell with, apparently, much regret, and
with: tears in their eyes, They were also
permitted to bring away with them some

appropriated 1,400 rupees to themselves, as
“their pay up to date.”

The above letter from the sepoys would
have been unnoticed, but for the hope that,
. by replying to it, some of the men who
might have beep induced to leave with the
regiment against thewr will, would, upon re-
flection, return to their duty, aud bring with

letter, written in Hindoo, was consequently
transmitfed to the mutinous troops ;-

' “To Buldes Jewarree, subahdar, and as mmu?r
non-commissioned officers and sepoys who are well-

wishers of the state, this advice 18 given—that the
acts’ you have pommitied weve without reason, and
your ignoranco 'and folly were great; in fact, what
has happened has heppened.  But there is one way
for your good, which, if you puy sitention to, for
vour whole life you will remain saymﬁ, " Bloss the
Colune! Satib, and all the officers who wish our
good.” The adyice is this :~~You have deserted, and
- all know that the ?unish_mem. for desertion is great;
but you do one thing, and you will not be punished

* Liputenant Maeguegor,

2,000 rupees of treasure; but the mutineess |

them the captive lieutenant, The following

here by usy on he contrary, we otlicers will solicit
the governor-genexal 1a forgive: ]&T.u' offences. The
work is this :—Having brought Mr, Macgragar with
“you, come here without fear, and never think that
amy ong will practive deoeit with you, because when
we have once written that no hatm shidll come to
you, it shall not come. Again, what you write o
send the havildar-major, &e., such a E:d, thing we
eannot do, or. ever will do; and when we showed
them your petition, they expressed their willingness
toigo; but we will mever let them go.  Understand
il of you, that up: to this time nothiag so bad has
been committed which might not be pardoned ; but
if Mr. Macgregor is in any way hurt, or any 1obbing
takes place, you will not eseape by our endenvourn
to save you. Understand, also, that you have com-
mittad a wery bad setiony but the Uolonel SBahih
believes that many men bave beon taken away
against thely will, and to these men only is this
advice given; for why should good men he ruined
in company with the bad characters?  Understand,
also, that no further communication will be held
with yon, and not one single letter will be written ;
theyefore, if you intend following this advice, do so
quickly, becuusg, after a delay of one or two days,
your pardon will be hapeless, Whatever you do,
do on seeing this letter.  Why do you ateilie un ase
in }-‘aur own feet 2

“ P.8,—On arrival here you must make over your
muskets to the eolonel; afterwards——as the order
fomes from the governor-general—your pardon will
je geen.”

This attempt to conciliate was, as might
have been expected, fruitless. The muti-
neers were determined to detain Lisutenant
Magcgregar in their hands as a hostage, until
the ten men of the regiment, who had re-
mained faithful, were delivered up to them to
be massacred. Tt was impousible to purchase
the libaration of even a British officer by au
aet so fireacherous and eruel. A handsome
reward was offeved for the restoration of the
lieutenant ; but heyond that, no effort seems
to have been made for his deliverance.

The regiment that had thus identified
itself with the rebel cause, took up a posi-
tion, on the 26th of September, at Konee,
on the west of the Herau river, about twelve
miles below Kuttungee. The corps then
consisted of about 500 rank and file, haviug
with them 1,000 insurgent matchlockmen ;
and as there was a probability that they
would seize and destroy the boats on the
Herun, Colonel Miller, in command of the
Kamptee movable column at Sringsmpove
(em roufe for Jubbulpore), disparched a
company of the 38rd Madras native infantry,
with twelve troopers of the dth Madras

| eavalry, in charge of Lientenant Watson,

accompanied by Major Jeukins, assistant-
quartermaster-general, to secure the boats.

hont three  hours after their departuce,
and just as the column had prepared - to re-
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sume its march, two troopers galioped into the
camp, with intelligence that the advanced

had been surprised by the rebels of
the 52nd regiment; that the two officers
had heen killed, and the men were retreat-
ing upon the eolumn. Colonel Miller forth-
with set his troops, consisting of 384 men,
with four guns, in motion, and advanced to
the village of Golera, about three miles in
advance of Sringampore. ' He had scarcely
had time to get into position, when the 52nd
were seen marching along the rosd, in
columns of sections. Two guns were fired
at, or rather, inte them, on which they left
theroad, and advanced through the jungle on
either side, accompanied by the matchlock-
men. Colonel Miller, finding the jungle
practice rather to his disadvantage, fell back
upon some opan ground, followed by the
enemy. A brisk fire was kept up for half-
an-hour, and the enemy was driven back.
The column then advanced slowly throngh
three or four miles of very jungly country
driving the' enemy before it, and halting
oceasionally, to favour them with a few
roauds from the guns, by way of accele-
rating their flight.

On reaching the open country near Ent-
tunges, the cayalry was pushed on in
pursuit, the enemy heing discovered in full
retreat among the hills in rear of the town ;
but, from the nature of the grownd, the
' horses could not follow; and before the
infantry could get up, the greater number
had effected their escape: a few only were
killed; and some prigoners taken on the
hill and in the town, were summarily dis-
posed of by the provost-marshal,

On the column approaching Kuttungee,
it was agreeably surprised by Major Jenkins
and Lientenant Watson, whose deaths had
been reported, riding up to it. They had
succeeded in cutting their way through an
ambuseade in the dark, and had concealed
themselves on the hills, until the advance of
the column enabled them to rejoin it.
Lieutenant Watson had been wounded on
the cheek by a musket-ball, and knocked off
his horse. His escape was miraculous.
Major Jenking’ charger had two bullets
through him, but brought his master safe
hefore he dropped, At the entrance to the
town, the column came up with the muti-
lated remains of Lieutenant Macgregor. His
throat had been severed ; a bullet discharged
into his breast, and his body pierced with
bayonets. This foul murder had been per-
petrated alt three o'elock the same morning,

48

immediately before the mutineers attacked
the advanced party before mentioned.

The eapture of one of the ringleaders of
the mutiny, is detailed in the following ex-
tract from & report of Lieutenant Pereira,
commanding the rifles of the 1st Nagpore
irregular corps. He says—* On seecing a
number of menin red jackets, sapposed to
be mutineers, running hither and thither
among the thick jungles skirting the hills of
Euttungee, I adeance_d the rifles in skir-
mishing order, and proceeded in that direc-
tion. On arriving at the base of one of the
hills, private Ramchurren saw a man hid
behind one of the bushes. - He cried out,
‘Who are you?’ and, on receiving no re-
ply, havildar Huttah Tewarree and private
Rarochurren immediately seized the man.
Private Shaik Emam, who was one of the
files adjoining, immediately went to their
aasistance, and seized the man’s musket, who
was just on the point of full cocking it. On
seizing him, they discovered he was a colour-
havildar of the Jate 52nd Beugal native in-
fantry. He begged for mercy, and said that
he wouldgive them a hundred rupees to shoot
him dead. They replied, © We are govern-
meutservants, and don’s require your money ;
government pays us well.” At this tiwe 1
came up to them, and ordered him to he
brought on as a prisoner.  On arriving near
the encamping-groand, I caused him to be
brought before the commissioner of tha
Saugor and Nerbudda territories, who asked
his name; to which he replied, Buldeco
Sookul; and tken he was ordered to be
executed, This man is supposed to have
been oue of the prineipal ringleaders of the
mutiny,”-—Lieutenant Pereira concluded by
recommending the havildar and two privates
to the favourable notice of the commanding
officer ; the result of which was the promo-
tion of the former to the rank of jemadar
(lieutenant), and of the two latter to the
rank of havildar (sergbant.)

The subjoined extracts afford some inter-
esting details conneeted with the mutiny of
the 52nd regiment, and also throw some
light apon the movements of the rebels in
the districts fo which the writers refer.
The first selected is dated from Jubbulpore,
October 8th, 1857; but is written by one
of the officers in charge of the detachment
at Saleemabad, This gentleman says :—

«1 will now give you, as well as I can recollect,
an account of my eseape and the mutiny of the regi-
ment. On the morning of the 18th of September 1
got an express from M——, dated Beptember 17th,
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_-S_?,u&viay.ing that they had every reason (o beiieve

regiment intended to mutiny that night,

'and to take the treasury and magagine with them,

| waere coming.

.

|| as well as %o release all”the prisoners. The letter

went oft to say, that I was to aot to the best of my
;udgmen-t, wid thet the colonel would bear me out
n snything I did or prdered. I at onece told my
raen some would not belisve it; but all took the
native oath to yemain true, and, under those circum-
stances, T had not the heart to leave thern. I told
them I did not wish them to: fight the regimeat, as

'. 1 made sure it would come my way to proceed to

Mirzapore, L wanted, on the srrival of the regi-
ment, that one ‘man should gﬂ and tell them that
my company would not join them ; at the same time
1 fel¢ sure, that if the whole regiment had mutinied
my men would rot stand, I got no more naws that
night. I did not sleep at ally but, at daylight, 1
went outside, and, by the gloomy looks of the men,
and their talking together, knew that gomething was
wrong, T walked among thera for some time, ldn%'nﬁ
to see my native officery at last he eame,  Taske

him what was the matter; he threw up his hands
and said, ¢The regiment has ﬁgqne, and these men
won'y obey, but are going off to Delhi’ I seid I
ghould order them to march into) Jubbulpore; he
said, * You had better not; mount your horse and be
off? 1 then saw that nothing but a bolt would save
us, o I went and called G—— ordered our horaes,
put on my revolver, aod ook my double rifle, giving
my gun to C-——. " 1 saw we could ot leave with-

ant being seen, so I thought I had bstter go away:
We found our horses saddled outside, and’

openly.
ap:un{her of my men all round them. I saw they
had put a sentry over my luggage and the government
treasury, I walked quietly up the road, follawed by
some of my betier-disposed men§ they saluted me,
and many wanted to shake hands; some actually
eried, but not a single man offered to accompany
me, so hopeless did they consider my escape to be,
On we rode, at a foot pace, for fear of tiring our
horses, expecting to see the mutinous regiment al
every turn of the road.  After going fifteerr miles
we frrived at & village, where we heard that the
regiment had really gone, but were not coming this
way. I found a dozen irfegulay cavalry there; and,
though I could not trust them, 1 knew, if they
wanted to murder us, thay cuuld always overtake
us, so [ ordered them to monnt and come on with
us, and mude them bring along whatever govern-
roent treasure thera was'in the village; and, afier
having o dravght of milk, on we went, having first
sent on a trooper at n gallop with a letter tosay we
At every village through which we
passed the people turned out, and only looked
us, as our small cavaleade was too strong for
them., When we got within a few miles of the
station, we found a baggy whish had been sent out
for us, and a vouple of bottles of beer. It was
uite dark, and poiring, having rained nearly all
ay. I was glad to see the buggy, as we then knew
that the station was all right. 'We wrived at lasy
at aphont half-past nine o'clock, and were received
with oheers,  Of course every Enropean was in the
residency; and ladies, in all stages of undress,
rushed out of their rooms to shake hands. M
dress consisted only of a eoloured Hannel shirt an
canvas trowsers, shoes, and a leather hat, besides

being r]riippiﬂ wety so that I myself was not very

resentable, - I then heard that

or Macgregor
ad been faken prisoner; but .

were in great

fiapes that he would be released, 2s a fres pardon
and 8,000 rupees were offered to any party who
would bring him in. | As soen as the Madras column
heard of the regiment going, they rotraced: their
stepsj and, on the 27th, .u"-th«:ie were marching
through some very thick jungle, they were attacked
by our regiment and about 1,000 Bundeelas. They
were only two marches off, and we could hear tha
guns plainly. The mutineers were driven buck with:
some loss; these who were taken prisoners were:
hung up at once, to the iutense delight of tha Euros
pean artillerymen.  Poor Macgregor was muordered’
that morning: he was foond with his ara broken;
five bayonet wounds, and e shot througly the neck.
‘e was brought in, and we buried him with the'
usupl military honours. He was our senior lieus
tenanty and bad baen brought up at the school I was
at, ab Worr,hinfr.u.‘ 1 was one of the committse of
adjustment of his estate, and had to go to his old
quarters, where. evetything reminded me forcibly off
him; and although we wers not great friends, it is
most distressing, afier being for fine yours together,
to sea a brother officer lose hia life in so terrible &
manner, It was only on hearing of his horrible:
{nte that T could realise my providential escape ; and
I am convinced, that if I had waited five minutes, F
should have been made = prisoner. 'That day was
an eventful one for me. I can sssure you, that it is
ot & comfortable feeling to be surrounded by men:
who, after being underone’s eommand for so mau

pling, | 1 felt perfectly - powerleas, besides having
a junior officer with me, whose life depended on m

acts.. On seeing how things were going on, {.
thought perfect coolness our best naggn'ard. and
thisuf_ kept up to the time of leaving Salesmabad.
I left orders with the company to provide carriage
for my teuts angd luggage, and called to my colour-
sergeant o bring me whatever money he had of
mine. 'To my great surprise he brought it; end I
put the money in my belt. Twa days after my
arrival here, in came my things—notbing missing ; so
they aetually oheyed my lastordar. * '® % Some
L of our men are being brought in prisoners, and will
be hung. Two men of the 1st company came in
this mozning; they rould not look me in' the face.
I hear ‘they bave just been hung. * * *  Great

ghur, Shahjehanpore, &e.?"
The following is from Jubbulpore, dated
Qctober 9th :—

“We are still at Jubbulpore, you see; and 1do
not see much prospect of our being able to get awuy
in a hurry, s 1t is rather dangerous to go along the
road without an escort, andi am not likely to get

mutiny of the 52nd; how one detachment of the
regiment. sllowed two officers to escape, while
another had made a prisoner of poor Maogregor;

eolumn, had been quietly disrrmed—that Dumoh
had been abandaneg, and the column was on its
march back to Jubbulpore.  On the 26th the coluwmn
wag at Bringampore. - The next morning the column
was to march to Kuttungee (ten miles) at daylight;
but at two o'clock A, the grenadier company of
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years, suddenly throw off ail obedience and disci-

dissatisfaction is felt at the order that no sepoy iato |
be hung except it is proved that he was presentata |
murder.  Who is to besr witoess to the murders of |
our unfortunate countrymen at €awnpore, Futte- |

the 83rd, under Lieutengot Watson, started with |

one at present.. My lust would tell you of the |

and how the two compapies, with the Kamptee |
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the intention of securing the boats on the Herun/
river.  Major Jenkins, quartemms&mmeyai. went
with Watson. After riding ahout three miles; they
had got abeut 200 yards Jn front of the company. |
Suddenly « bugle in front of them sounded the five;
‘snigk, sniek’ went some mius then a reguler
voliey. ¢ Holloa, gaid Jenkins, ©here we are in the
midst of them,’ Dark thongh it was, they could see
they were swrounded by sepoys; they were the)
rebiel 2nd advancing to altack the Kamptee column,
(ne sepoy stepped elose up ko Watson, apd’ fired in
fiis fage ; the ball only guve him o gash under the/
eve, Heyode the mon down, bat he himself fell in
doing so.  He regained his feet, but fell again and
again, Somebow he managed to estoh hold of
Jenking’s stirrup, and xan on; his horse froited wp
to hit, and he contrived to nount.  Both then cnn-
tored on, but immediately came on the year-guard.
¢Halt, who womes there?’ called out the leading
file. They gave noreply, but dashed throngh un-
hurt, thongh exposed to the fire of the whole guard.
Was it not a wonderfill eveape? Jenkins's horee
had two bells in him, and Watson's boy, esrrying!
his rifle, was shot dead ; they hid in the jungle tillf
the golumn cage up in the forenoon ; they weve re- |
coived with shonts and cheers, {or every one thought
them killed, The mutineers had no buyenets fixed.
The grenadier company fell. back on the eolumn in

good order; whioh, being warned of the state of
offairs, advanced at daylight, and soon came in

ight of the mutineers, advancing ateadily along the |

road in columns of seetions ; when within 300 yards
of them our guns were unmasked ; hut just as they
opened fire, the mutineers wheeled backwards right
and left, and got into the jungle, which was wery

ick, and came quite close to the road. Tt is be-
lieved, that in the conres of the morning the muti-
neers lost about 120'men ; there were many hundred
Bundeelas with them. Our loss was trifling; a few
men wounded, and a trumpoter killed, On coming
near Kuttungee, the body of poor Macgregor was
found, pierged with cight or nine bayonet wounds, a
shot in the neck, his arm gashed and broken ; we
were oll grieved to hear of hissad fate; his body was
Tirought in heve, and buried tlie next day at noon,
A wounded havildar and gepoy were taken prisoners
ot Kuttungee, and hung on the spot. After the
column moved on, the mutineers returned, eut down
the bodies, snd buried them with military honours!
The eslumn eame in here on the lat, and Colonel
Miller assumed command of the station. We in-
tended to have left this on the Tth; hut on the bth
the road was found to be unsefe: it hag been un-
safe any day for the last three months! Bergee,
fifteen miles from this, on the bigh-road to Kamp-
teg, was burnt by rebels, On the 27th or 28th ult., a
large kafila awns plundered at the Bilwa Ghaut, five
miles further on, BHixteen mutineers of the H2nd
were at Bergee on the 4th : they eut off the noses of
some Bl.m;iﬁl! who had gone to buy ghee; and one
of them, known to be the principal in the murder of
poor Macgreiar, sent 4 message to Captain Maxon,
sind—thet they hoped to serve him the same way;
he had offered 200 rupees for the eolowrs; they had:
intended to eollect & party, and attack Jubbulpore ;
that they would bring the colours with them, and he
might then take them if he could! Yesterday
mnﬁ 2 ‘parly from this were sent 1o clear the
roud of the willains; and as Camberlege, with the
dth' cavaley, en roule here, was only three miles

heyond Bergee, it wos hoped that the rebels might |
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be captured or done for. T hear to-day that the ex-
geditaon was unsuceessful 3 36 is said that the rebels

uva retivad to.a bill like & natoeal fortress.  Tima
gine some effort will be made to, dislodge them, as
ths infantry have not returnod, and the eavulry are
still oo the other side of the river. Gummesgunge,
another place on the road, is alse oceupied by rebels
—Gonds, I believe. The main hody
52nd ave gone up the Mirzapore-rond; we heard of
them. at Sehora é‘twenty-ﬁve wiles from this) two
days ago. Our Caleutta dik has been interrupted
for two ov three days, but is now apen, so T dave say
the mutineers have left the high-rond. The offiecrs
of the 50th Bengal natiye infantry, with 250 stanch
men, have arvived st Allahabad in safety. Thres
sepoys of the §2nd bave been eaptured, brought in
here, and hanged, und five Bundeelas were turned
off two days ago. These affaire are tuken es a
muatter of conrse.”

Atthe close of September,niearly the whole

of the territories of Saugor and Nerbudda

were in a state of rovolt.  In Sangor, distant
ninety miles north-west from Jubbulpore, a
small garrison of 130 Buropeans, with about
170 woren and children, and a small foree of
sepuys, were, tluring the nwnths of Beptem-
ber and October, shut up in a‘scarcely de-
fonsible fort, surrounded by many thonsaud
insnrgents, and oceasioning the mast pain.
ful apprebensions for their safety ; the whole
counfry being in the hands of chiefs who
were ready to rise up in opeu rebellion at
news of any discomfiture of the British.
Numerous 'Thakeors had visen, and were
plundering the villages in all directions.
Jaloun, JThansie, and Dumoh-—all important
fowns—were in the hands of the insurgents ;
and only the presence of a few hundred
Madras troops stood between the nathorities
of these important proviuces and total
angrchy. = The commissioner of Nagpore
conld send mo more Madrasees from the
south; in the north, My, Grant was unabile
to spare a single company from Benares;
while the independent and unreliable state
of Rewah lay on one side; and Banda, in a
state of open rebellion, lay on the other. In
this dilemima, the charge entrusted to Major
Erskine, as commissioner of the Saugor and
Nerbudda districts, became one of painful
responsibility. As the autwmn drew to a
close, his reports to the government became
daily more gloomy. In one letter he said—
«fie mass of native chiefs dishelieve in the
existence of a British army; and nothing
but the presence of troops among them will

counvince them of their error.”  Again and,
again were such representations sent fo the

governor-general ; aud as often as they cawe,
wis he compelied to answer that he Ld 10
British troops to spare.

the mutinous '
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MUTINY

L.
[BHEELs AT NANDOOR.

On the 4th of October, a vory s arited
affair took place with some rehellious Bliecls
at the villaﬁn of Nandoor Siugoleh, Kan:
feish 3 which, i spite of a brilliant display
of gallantry on the purt of the officer com-
manding the loyel force, in which he Wwas
admirably seouded by bis men, terminated
in the death of that officer, and without auy
satisfactory result to compensate for his Joss,
The idea of attacking a strong position, held
by from four to five hundred men well
armed, with a forcs, altogether, of thirty
men of the police corps (of whom ot more
than twenty took part in the affray), could
only have emsnated from the highest degree
of military enthusiasm, and justifies the

ned details preserved in the subjoined
documents. The first of these ix a letter
from the assistsnt-magistrate of Ahmednug-
gur, to the politieal secretary to government
{Bombay), deted * Nassick, October 6th,
1857;” in which he sngs«1 have the hotour
to forward the accompanying statements
regarding the affar which took place the day
before yesterday with the Bheels at Nan-
door, nod in which Lientenant Henry, the
superintendent of police, was unfortunately
killed, while charging at the head of his
men; From the accompanying statements, 1
think 1t is clear that, while every credit is due
to the memory of the late Lientenant Henry,
for the gallant and determined way in which
he led the attack, yet that the attack itsell
was, owing to the enormous superiority of the
Bheels in point of nunibers, and their strong
position, & very ill-advisoil one.  They were
to the nwmber of four to five hundred,
armed with matchlocks and bows, posted on
the tap of o steep hill, smyrounded by an
gbrupt scarp. They met our advance by a
* yolley of some fifty shots, aud by a shower
of arrows.  This strong position was, never-
theless, carried and cleared by Lieutenant
Thatcher, supported by some fifteen men of
the police corps,

“Lieutenant Henry was almost immedi-
ately shot down by two raen; ome shot
passing through the lungs, and the other
through both thighs. The Bheel who fired
the second shot was killed by Lieutenant
Thatcher, Both Lientenant Thatcher and
Mr. Taylor are united in their praises of the
gallant way in which Yieuténant Henr
fell in the execution of his duty. In him {
have lost a bighly valued fmend; and the
behaviour of the men of the police eorps at
his funeral, testified to the esteem in which
he was held by them, :

3

# ¥ foutenant Thateher’s conduct through-
out, appears, to my humble judgmont, to have
been admivable.  From the fiest, poor Licu-
tenant Henty underrated the strength and
pluck of the ememy. Lieutenant Thatcher
did all he could to persuade him to awai
the arrival of the reinforcements, which
wera daily expeeted from Poonah and Nug-
gur. Finding his remonstrances .0f no
avail, he placed himself by the side of Lieu-
tenant Henry, and the two raced together
up the hill, 11is subsequent behaviour was,
1 ¥enture to think, as gallant as it was judi«
cious. Lieutenant Thatcher spoke in the
warmest terms of the spirit displayed by
My, Taylor, the inspecting postmaster, ancl
of the assistance he afforded him, He ulso
mentions that Amut Buksh, the rissaldar
of the Poonah horse, behaved with very grext
gallantry. He will bring to the notice of
the police commissioner the several men of
the corps who chiefly distinguished them-
selves.  Out of probably some twenty mien,
who took x prominent part in the fight, four
were wounded —two, } fear, very severely.
No idea can be formed of the number of
Bheels that were killed and wouunded, as
they sere all carried off.  Licufenant
Thatcher himsel€ wounded two men, and he
bielieves mortally, :

“ Up to the time of writing this, I have
heard nothing further of the movements of
the Bhbeels. 1 trust, therefore, that the
attack of the day hefore yesterday may have
cowed them. 'The remnforcements from
Poonali have arrived, and those from Nuggur
will wmost likely arvive during the course of
the day, The Bheels' cam, therefore, I
think, never have such another opportunity
for agsembling so numeronsly,

T have the honour to be, &e.,
. ¥ (Signed) K. 8. Cuarman,
* Pirst Assist. Magistrate of Abmednuggur.”

Tha paper referred to in the above,
is a statement of Tiieutenmant Thatcher,
assistant-superintendent of polige; which
ran as follows ;—

* Lieutenant Henry arrived at 6 .. on
the 4th instant. I had previously beeu af
Nandoor with a party of thirty police,
watching the enemy, who, to the number of
between 200 and 250, were oceupying 2
strong position in the hills. On the first
day of ray arrival at Nandoor, I sent off an
express to the magistrate of Ahmednnggur,
desiring a roinforcement of 150 men and
two guns. I had previously heard thot
v Licutenant Carr was on his way to join
151
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| me with fifty men from Poonah. I had.nl_-ao
sent in to Nassick, to the firstassistant-magis-
trate, for more men; but as I had only left.
sufficient men there to carry on the duties
of the place, I stated at the time that I did
‘not expect him to be able to comply with
| my request. The ahove will show what ap-
| peared to me the necessity for reinforce-
| ments before commencing an attack,

“On the night of the 8rd instant, I made
a night march on the village of Dappoor, in
order to prevent the enemy from gaining
the ghauts, and also with a view, when
reinforcements arrived; to attacking them
from higher ground. As 1 have before
stated, Lientenant Henry arvived at. 6
A, on the morning of the 4th, and, of
course, took the command, ¥ gave him all
| the information T had as to the number
| of the enemy, who were then reported to be.
increased to 500, and to be posted in differ-
ent positions.  Lieutenant Henxy appeared
to treat my information lightly, and to think
I had been imposed upon, My words to
Licutensnt Henry wers, to the best of my
recollection; to this efiect :—Mr. Henry,
you having arrived, of course have taken the
command ; but'I warn you, we have not
sufficient men fo lick these fellows. My
advice is to wait until reinforced by Mr.
Carr and the Tannph party; and (pointing
to a road above the hill) go and get above
them.”  His veply was, ‘It is a d
hard case if we have not sufficient men to
thrash all the Siwur Bheels’ Lieutenant
Henry then called the mamlutdar and two
foujdars, and told them to go to Ragojee,
aud say, * Henry Saheb aya, and orders you
to come to Nandoor Wingoleh, on which
village he is going to march now; if yon
have any petition to make, come and make it
' in a proper manner.’ Heunry told the offi-
cials to speak to Ragojee coolly, and tell
him if ke did not come quictly, he (Henry)
would come and take him,

“At 7 am. we marched on Naudoor;
and as we were going there, I pointed out
to Heury the officials talking with Ragojee.
Henry cantered up to them; and on this
I turned round to Mr. Taylor, who was
riding with we, and said, ¢ Henry’s going
will cause a fight; he hiad hetter leave the
niggers (meaning the officials who were
parleying with Ragojee) alone.” 1 halted

the men under some trees, at a distance of

abhout a mile from where parleying was

oing on. I did this by Henry’s order.

hortly after o sowar galloped up, with |
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ovders for me to advance, I brought the

men up to Henry, and asked him how it

(the conference) had ended. He said |

Ragojee had refused to gome, and pointed
me ont a scarped hill, which he said we
were to attack. He drew the men np in
single file, and sent roe with sowars to the
left flank, to examine the enemy’s position.
I did so; and reported to him that no meun
were visible to the extrewme left, T again
pointed out my objections, in a military
point of view, to attack at the proposed
place, and showed him another spur of the
hill of easy ascent; but it was 0 vain.
Henry ordered the advance, and desired me
to take the left, while he took the right of
the line. We advanced, Henry and myself,
on horseback. The position of the euemy
was a most difficult one, being a high hill,
with a scarped rock. On the top of the
scarp, concealed amaongst rocks aud bushes,
were numbers of matchlockraen. The fiest
shot was fired by the enemy, and was evi-
dently aimed at Heuory. = It missed him, and
hit a man.to rear of him. Lieutenant
Henry, in a loud voice, ordered, ‘Charge
bayonets I’ W rode together in advance of
the men. At a distance of abont forty
yards the enemy gave ws a tremendous
volley. Finding we could ride no higher,
we simultaneously dismounted, = Henry
drew his revolver, and I my sword. We
both took off our hats, and cheered on the
men, which was answered by a tremendons
yell from our own men. = We rushed to the
tcip of the hill, together with about fourteen
of our men, about twenty yards to my right
rear. Henry pointed his revolver at a man,
and I said, ‘Your pistol is not cocked.
He put it down, staggered agaiust me, and
said, ‘I’'m hit in the shoulder, but never
mind me; go on, old fellow.” He jumped
up again; and, finding our pistols useless,
we each took a musket from the men who
had come up. We jumped on to the scarp,
and pointed both our muskets at one man,
who had evidently been watching the path,
We went up; Henry again called out,
‘Good God! I am hit again ' and fell,
The man who fired this last shot was, I
believe, shot by me just as Henry spoke.
I kuelt down Ly Henry, and asked him if
he was mortally wounded. He suid, ¢ For-
ward, old fellow-—forward I’  Seeing 1 could
do no good, I pulled him eut of the line of
fire. I then, with fourteen or fifteen men,
charged two of the hills on whick the eneny
were strongly posted, and made mys
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| master of the position. The fight, after |
this, lasted upwards of an hour, when Mr.
Taylor sent me s message by a native offi-
cer that T was being outflenked, T retired
leisurely, exchanging shot for shot with the
enemy, until a great number of my men had |
eshausted their ammunition. |
*“On returning to Nandoor Singoleh, I
broke up the remainder of my detachment,
and strengthened the following treasuries :—
1st, Neemohum; 2nd, Ankola; 3rd, Sinur.
1 had foor men wounded ; two, I fear, very
seriously, I have no idea of the number of
the enemy that were killed and wounnded.
I shot two myself, and, to the best of my
belief, my men hit a great number, The
behaviour of about half my detachment was
admirable. I will make a nominal report
of them. The rissaldar of the Poonah
horse, in particular, behaved most gallantly.
Armed with only a pistol, he trict% to race
in front of me. The remaining half of the
detachment did not come under my obser- |
vation, Having only such a few men left,
I considered it my duty to detach them, as
before stated, and not make any further
attack. Before concluding this statement,.
I feel it only due to myself to. stote, that
the attack was made against overwhelming
numbers ; that I strongly dissuaded Lieu.-
tenant Henry from muking it, and that the
position of the enemy, in & military point of
view, was as strong as could be conceived.
I beg to state that I received great sssis-
tance fromn Mr. Taylor, inspécting postmaster
in the Pececan, not only in his duties as
postmaster, but also by his gallant bearing
throughout this fight. T beg to refer to hin
for a corroboration of what I have stated,
. “(Signed)  Torin Trarcurs,
#l - Assistant Superihtendent of Police.”
The following is the statement of Alexan-
der Law Taylor, Esq,, inspecting postmaster
in the Decean, regarding the fight with the
Bheels in front of the village of Nandoor
Singoleh, on the 4th October :—On Friday,
the 2ad, whilst at Sungumunair, on a tour of
inspection, I heard that the Bheels had
risen. The same evening, I heard that
Lieutenant Thateher was in the neighbour.
hood, and went and joined him. I was
present yesterday when Lieutenant Henry
artived. I overheard their conversation;
and from the tenor, am of opinion that
Lieutenant Henry viewed the matter lightly.
Lieutenant Thatcher, on the other hand,
remonstrated, and said he thought it not
safe to attack with so few men. Lientenant
YO, I1. X

Henry szid the force was quite suflicient to |
take double the number of the encray; that
it was a pity they had mot been attacked
before; and that he would lay anything |
not a shot would be exchanged. I, too,
asked Lieutenant Henry whether he thought |
it judicions to attack, with so few men, such |
a difficult and strong position? He said,
‘Yes; they will run like dogs.’ = Just before
the assault, Lientenant Thatcher again re-
monstrated, and proposed to attack by an
easier ascent, and from one that afforded a
more commanding position. i

“ When the assault took place, 1 wgs to
the rear of the men, about their centre, T
was about twenty yards from Tieutensnt
Henry when he received his second wonnd. *
I ran up to him, and found him insensible,
I gave him some water, which revived him.
He opened his eyes, and said, ¢ Pm all right
now—forward.? I left him, to follow up the |
attack, which was being led by Lieutenant !

Thatcher, who was about fifty yards in front |!

of me with about twelve men. I perceived
a flank movement of the enemy to cut off
Lieutenant Thatcher from where T was. 1
immediately dispatched the rissaldar, who
was on foot, to warn him of his danger, and
heg of him fo retreat, which he did, dis- |
puting every foot of ground, and exchanging |
shot for shot. Afier dispatching the rissal-
dar, T returned to Henry, and ordered him |
to be reraoved, which was done; as soon as |
he was removed, he put his hand to his |
chest, and said he felt pain, and asked for |
water, which I gave him, 1 knew he was |
dying-—put my ear to his mouth, and tried to |
cateh the words bhe uttered, but could nat.
I fancied I heard him utter the name of
some female; but could not cateh it dis-
tinctly.

“ About one-half of the armed police be- |
haved right well; the remainder were be- |
low. When the order to charge was given, |
Henry and Thatcher raced with each other |
up the hill, cheering on the men. When |
the former was hit, the latter was almost |
touching him. There were, in all, four of |
our men wounded, two of whom féll by my
side, severely wounded. There appeared to
be between 450 and 500 of the enemy. The
firstvolleyfired was from a good fifty muskets.
I connted ouly one of the enemy severely |
wounded ; he had been hit by Thateher. 1
can form no idea as to how many of the
enemy were hif, as the wounded were
dragged away. The enemy’s position was
completely carried. 1 have rea{i gieutenaut
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“Oiliciting FnspeetingPo dunater, Decean’”
| Resohition of Guvernin i 00

“The righ: honourshl> the goverdor.in
counigil bus riceived, \with/the ‘decpest re-
gret, the midauchdly | intellizence” of “the
death: of TittutenamtHenry, the sunerinten-
fent of police it A’ﬁmaﬂmgggm' Phiis most
able and gallant oificer ded in ‘the ‘zeéalous
discharge of bis duty. Undeterred by ‘4
sevele wound, which'he redeived whiile lzad-
ing on'his'mien,'beé il advanced ; ‘and when

_ gmsthitﬁd by a'setond and nortal wound,

w word 0" those who tendered 'to him'‘their
daid, "wils, “Forward V', "The Fita of“otie so

young, 'sol gallmir, so energotic, ‘will 'be.

menrned hzaﬂnhv serviess; and 3t will ‘s-

pecially ’ifﬂi?'ﬁeﬁrvd_ by the governmeut
it fenry berved faithiully

and ‘devotedly.) 0 T -

touncil ‘divects that the thanks of gov-
erpmeat e commumicaied to Tieutenant

Phateher, for the gallantry so conspicuonsly
exhibited by hixi on this melanthioly sceasion.
e vight hononrable the governor in council
ulso considers'that Mr. Taylor, the inspect-
ing postmester in the Deccan, and Amut
Buksk, rissaldar of the Posnah Lorse, are

‘doserving of the high commendation of
ﬁyemm-eﬁt, for thieir gallant eonduct on the
fthinst, My Chapman should be informed

it Bis futther report will'be awaited.” |

- Immediately ‘upon this affair being ' re-
ported at head-guarters, the 26¢h. regiment

‘ot native infantey was dispatebed to Nan-

door Sinar by “vail, for “the purpose of|
erent.

dispersing the rebels : the repo
vaspecting whom was then as follows —
_*Biaur 18 surrounded by about 71,500

g~
o

Bhieols, with matehlocks and’ svords, and

their wormen armed with Bows and arrows,
aitd guite ‘naked.  Amdther body of them
haye token up & position on the top of a
higher Hill ‘than thit occupiod by them
when Tieutunant Henpy chargid thei, aud
about eight miles farther ou fowards Bombay.
The Bliedls ‘of the town of Sinur, “hefore
jai:xi_ug_theig comrades;, removed all their
property, and set fire to theis houses,  The
leader of the band was a naik in the Com-
'pa_ny"a- service, aud had been, dismissed and
mmprisoned for two years by Lientenant
Henvy for misconduct, e eratified his
desire for revenge by shooting the uufortu-
154

nate officer.  From the strength of the
position occupied by the Bheels, and their
Amazonian wives, it was cunsidered prudeut

to defer an dttack upbn ‘them until the |
Jarrival of & furthier 1einforeement,”

“About the second week inOctoher, a plot
wis discovered among the sepogs of the
tgrine ‘battalion statioved in Bombay ;
having “for its object the extermination of
the Burapeans, and the plunder of the place.
It was proposed by the couspirators, that
the three'native regiments in gavrison shonld

Guch take -'a.sﬂarﬁte disitrict, and, on the last

night of the Mohurruni, vise and cojnmence
the massacre ; they were then to plunder
the treasury, &c., and depart northward, to
join the 'mutinous foreps in' Oude and
Bengal. /' Fortunately, t]

information of the project, "and, without
causing dlavm by a premature disclosure,
waited quietly il the proper hour for action

{fhad’ arrived, and then seized the whole of

| 1% The right honowrable the governod in

the ringleaders without difficulty. Two of
‘the ‘most| active of the traitors were.an havil
dar of the marines and 4 private of the 10th
native infantry ; and of these men it was
determined to make an immediate example.

They were tried by a court-martia], and sen-

tenced tio be blown from ghus; and on the
15th of Octcber the sentence was carried into
execution, An cye-witness of the terrible
scene s thus describied the proceedings:-—
" Thy men of the mavine battalion, and
of the I0th regiment, were paraded upon
the ground, with theie nrms, but without
ammunit on ; ‘and the gins were go placed
#5.to sweep them down if they should make
any effort fo rescue thejr guilty comrades.
A strong guard of the 95th Fucopeans
coveeed ihe guns, aud faced the pative
'reg'i'mentJ'- W guns (from which the pri-
souers wore to vie blown) were '
ccentre of the space bqﬁwgan"? ¢ two forces,
with portiires lighted ; and #he troops hav-
ing taken their ground, the prisoncrs were

pﬁced an the

Goth ragiment. AlNer s delay of some
winutes, the Prepavations were: completed,
and  the ariillery | and Buropeans were
ordered to load. e sentence of the court
was then read to tte prisonces. ‘The man
belonging to the 10th regiment (a Bengalee)
was terribly affeeted, and begged piteonsly
for “his Jife, The wviher (a Mohammedan)
was much firmer ;. but sithough he tried to
look hold, and threw into his face a look of
defisnce and  thisst  for vengeance, hig

- marcked info the area, undes a guard of the |

[AD. 1857,

_ / 1© superintendent |
f police (8 Mr. Forgett) had obfained some |




| quivering lp showed ke, too, was shaken,
| The poor wretches were strisped of ' their
| | vniform, and. marched up to the guns, and,
| with their backs to the wuszles, were lasbed
| | 'to the wheels, It was 8 terrible sight, aften?
| the men who hid hourd them withdrew, to
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sec the poar creatures thus Bound to the
guus—living men, 1B another minute to

‘bo in etermty. The snspense was sicken-~

ing, but it did not last loug: ¢ Ready—
fire I’—an explesion, a cloud of smoke, a
shower  of apdistinguishable fragments

1| tossed wbove ama apoond the guns, and all

was over, I was at o lttle distance, and
my feelingy were muceh Jess terrible than I

expected ; but those whe were nearcr, and|

beside wham the ghastly ‘ragments foll, said
it wae veryl dreadful, It is not a ploasant
subject to enlarge ipon. After w fow
minutes the native troops were marched
back to their quarters ; and as they passed
off | the ground, the guns were brought
ronnd, s0 a8 always to bear on them in case
they might, iu a fit of desperation, attempt
a retalintion. All, however, went off ¢uietly.

- The sepoys, as théy mavched away, enst

furtive, frightened glances ab the guns
pointed so ominovsty at them ; but they
marched on steadily.? R A

Afterthis example, the frials of some ¢ ther
prisouers followed, and for several days the
place of execution continued to be resorted
to. The native troops were agitated by rage
and fear; but it wes only by suilen looks
they dared express the feelings that, but for
the extraordinary watchfulness of the autho-
rities, would probably huve liroken out into

ddening excitement and pitiless revenge,

The __g'él_'idi'tion of Rajpootana, during the
period just veferred to, was very far from
satisfactory ; and, for some time, the town
of Neemuch appeared to be one of| the

centres around which the rebals gathired )

from all quarters; the consequence beng,
that the suyrounding districts were i a
continual state of alasm and uncertainty.!

 The town of Mundissore, abont twenty-
four miles from Neewivel, had revolted from
the rule of Beindia, and raised the gresn
fiag of the propheg, to show its defiance of
British power, Tbr.Eng ash mopils were
stopped at this plage, and the letters aud
papers. wantonly dastroyed. The town,
ulso, was fortified by the rebels, who hat
thirteen guns mounted on the walls. Res
cruits were encotraged from the mutinpus
bands straggling abent the eountry, and

e

t troops’ b Neemuch, to join the vehel force,

‘ This stute of things, of conrse, conld not be
tolerated; but, while making preparations to
- dispateh traops. for the recovery of Mandis-
sove, a difficulty prosented itseif in another
divection, that reguived  ingtant attention.

The town of Ninibhairs, sitnated about six-
 teon miles distant from Neemuch, on the
high-road to Nusseerabad, was in the pos.

session of n hest of rebels, paid by the
nawab of Tonk, who had declared ggainst
the British government. The place way
walled ronxd, ana had a considerable nuw..
ber of puns tuounted forits defence ; but it
was necessary the rebiels should be displaced, -
and the town restored to obedience. A foree,
consisting of seveuty meu of hep mayesty’s
83rd regiment, eighty men of the Bombay
12tk mative infantry, and 1560 mou of the
2nd Bombay cavalry, with two 9-ponunders
and a mortar (tha whole nnder the com.
mand of Colonel Jackson, of the 2nd Ban-’
bay light cavalry), was dispatehed from

‘vebel Toree from Nimbhaira. The following
aecount of the attaek and capare is from
the pen of an officer engnged in the affair;

who writes thug —

' The foree, as shove, areived on. their zrotind at
abont nine o'clock a3, on the momming of the 20th of
Qctober.  They halted on the bank of & river which
lay between them and the town, gt about 700 yards’
distance from its walls, A pacty first went forward,
calling on the town ta surende) and deliver up all
arms.. The Ameer, auv represpniative of the Tonk
nawab, ceme fortk from the gates and agreed (o
surrender, but begged an hour's tine for the anhs to
be given up.  Slowly afew ragged-looking warriory
came outside the gates, and placed some weapdnd on
the ground ; but it was evident, that whataver aught

' have been their chiel’s ideas, they were lath 1) give
up their means of defence; fox an hour passed, und
they had enly given 1p & few guns and pistpls of
Brivish mike—plondar whish ia_d evidentiy| been
taken, ab'the lnte mutiny at Neemuch, One  hall:
hour more was allowed, and then a herald wentlinto
the town and proclaimed, that if a complete (3ur-

render of ‘arms ware not effected in g quarter ol an

Boug, the town should heittacked. The Rerald was

were not.tn be treated thus; s9 “whish! went a shell
from: ouz side into the midst of the town, and hos-
tilities began. < The cavalry hemmed the enenty i
at the gatcs. | The @-pounders were drawn u writhin
500 yavde of the town, the infantry withili 100

ards-—whornce they commenced a vatliog fivs at all
{eads thiat appenved above the wallsg and wow there
wag wart work on both sides, The enemy refurned
“ouy fire 'well, but were careful in concesling theit
peisons.

‘appeared to be a thing of little importance, or cur
loss would have been severo.  From balf-past ove

heavy bribes were offcred to the native

-9
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Neenguch, for the purposs of expelling the' |

made mincement of within' the walls, British treops |

The fire of mudketry and mawh.lm_ks |
through the loophales was tremendous; but aim |

to, half-past five this work was centinued; bubthe |
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stubbiom gates remained firm, and litde or no m-
pression was made upon the walls,  Theo the guns
advanesd through deep mud, under a galling five, 1o
within about 100 yards of the walls, where our
infantry had heen keeping up # continued fire of
[ ‘muskeiry from the beginning of the fight.

# Ohir plan now was to blow up the gates, meke a
breach, iF posaible, in the walls, and take the town
by sssault with the whole of the infantry, and a

arty of dismounted Bombay eavalry-—the party to

; Ee lad by Colonel Jackson, commanding the force,
| Everything was in prepuration ; Sergeant Taylor had
[ the bag of powderon his shoulder to blow up the
gate, and was ready for a xun, Her mojesty’s 83rd
Had been told-off as coolly and steadily as if for
Euaﬁe, and every one was worked up ‘to the
ighest pitch of eagerness and excitement, when, lol

our hopes were doomed fo be disappointedy the
ovder was passed that, evening comuig on, the
tropps were to retire; and most slowly and unwil-
lingly they fell baek, 'Nothing' could exceed the
bravery of all the troops; the 12th native infantyy,

[

flew like hailstones sround them, were only eager
that, oyr own 88rd—who, of courss, behaved as
British soldiers do—should not be before them on
the walls. In the action, one corporal of the 83rd
waa killed within thirty yavds of the fort,  Dr. Miles,
83rd foot, was severely wounded; and an officer,
Mr. Charles Burton, of the officers’ voluuteer corps,
was slightly wounded; fifty of the cavalry hud
wolunteered thelr services to dismount and join in
the assault; and one jemadar {or native subaltern
officer), who was bruvely advancing to the walls,
wes shot through she liver, and now lies in a dan-
getous states xeventeen men of all ranks were
wounded. The troops, when they went out of ac-
tion, had tasted no food since the day hefore, and
now they were too tired to eat; they slept on the
damyp ground, on which the rain had fallen heavily
that day, with no tent or covering of any sort oyer
them. The gallantry of the native trocps on this
ocogsion, afforded us, their officers, peeuliar gratifica-
tion, us the previous mutinous behavioar of some of
the men (all of whom we hope are captured naw, or
bave fled not to veturn) had cast & stigma on the
two corps as & body, which we were only too glad to
gee their bravery and loyalty this day wipe out.

“In the morning the commandant of the force
recuived intelligence that our brave enamf had
deserted the fort-—a contingency we could hardly
have prevented with dur small force, and mud up
to the horses’ knees all round the fort. The end
_ eems 0, poor oae after the high hopes that had been

entertained by the foree, and considering the facility
with which, with another hour's daylight on the
previous evening, they might have triumphantly
stormed and cut theit way into the town; many
were the lamentations among the British soldiers

* The seaport of Kurraches (or Corachie) is
gituated nenr'the western extremity of the coast, in
Int. 24°' 61" N., long. 67° 2' K., near'the base of the
southern extremity of the Pubb, or Brahooie moun-
tains, on & level spaca intervening between them
and the sea; and is the only port in Scinde for vessols
drawing more than ten feet of water. The portis
protected from bad weather by Munorab, a bluff
rocky headland. leaving a space of about two
miles between the extreme point and the const to
theeast. On the promontory of Munorah, which is
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firm a8 & ook, caving nothing fov the balls that

asbout 150 feet in height, a fort was built in 1797, } about 16,000

that they hed been vobhed of u chiance of averging
the horrible murders of their dountrymen end eouns,
trywomen. Any nitive is fair' game to a British
soldicr now he takes hira as the representative of
was iamed. The troops walked quietly ing the'
British flag was erected on the principal building,
and Nimbhales, and the territory of which it is the

1

the Bengal sepoy 68 & race.  But our political point !

prineipal towm, is now British property, to yield the
government g reyenue af £2,000 per annum.  The
individual who cutup our herald, or messenger, into
little p;l,ew'a, hias been captured and bloyn away from
& gun. :

At Kurrachee,® the chief port of Scinde
(situated about 105 miles east of Hyderabad),
a‘design of the 21st regiment of Bombay
native infantry, to revolt and massacre the
Europeans, was happily frustrated under
the followiug circumstances :—About eleven
o’elock on the night of the 14th of Septem-
ber, two of the native officers of the regiment
reported to Major M‘Gregor, the command-
ing officer, that they had overhicard some
sepoys deciare, that at twelve o’clock the
same night the whole corps were to rise, and
loot the treasury, murder their officers, and
make off for Hyderabad., The major atonce
mounted his horse, and rode quickly to the
town, where he communicated the reporf to
the authorities. The 2nd Xuropean light
infantry immediately fell-in nnder  their
commanding officer, Colonel Stiles; and
the first step takem by himn was to
strengthen the mess-guard, and ordee all
the ladies of the station to rendezvous there
—the soldiers’ wives and children being
protected at the quarter-guard of the regi-
mept: a strong guard was dispatched to
the collector’s treasury ; and the remainder
of the regiment (about 200 strong) marched
down, with Major Blake's troop of horse
artillery, to the rear of the lines of the 21st
regiment. . Haviog wheeled into line oppo-
site the parade-ground, with half the troop
on either flank (loaded with canister), the
“ pasembly” was sounded, and the men of
the 21st regiment, taken by surprise, had
no choice but to obey the order to fall-in at
quarter-distance column. The roll was then
called, and twenty-seven men were absent,
The position of this fort was thonght to he such a8
to be nnassailuble by shipping; while, on the other
band, musketry from the rocks could clear the decks
of an enemy.  In 1829, however, the fallacy of this
(;leon was shown ; ad in one hour, the fire of the'

Feflesley, of T4 guns, dismantled the fort, and if
was immediately occupied by Britigh troops. The
country from B.urrachee to the coast is very low
and when the snows melt, and the rains fall'in the
remote mountaing of the nerth, it is flaoded by the
Indus, The estimated population of the town i3
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 having decamped with their londed muskets.
This serutiny having been perfected, the
whole were ordered to pile arms, and file
away on the reverse flank, to a distance of
about fifty yards. The 2ud Europeans and

only spoke when on the drop. He stated
it was his first offence;, and it was no use
hanging him; he had doune fourteen years
nokrie. The ropes being adjusted, the cul- |
prits were facéd shent to meet the gaze |

artillery then took up a position between
the arms and the regiment; and the men of
the latter were ordered to take off their belts.
Their lines were then searched, and all
swords, fire-arms, and ammuuition were
taken away ; the muskets and belts, being
in the meantime piled on commissariat carts,
were taken under guard to the srsenal, and
there deposited. Several of the muskets
were found loaded with ball. The 21st was
then formed in close column, when they
were addressed by General Scott, who called
upon the good soldiers of the corps fo come
forward and assist their officers in finding
out the traitors who disgraced the regiment,
and, by that means, to keep up the good
name 1t had always hitherfo maintained.
The regiment was then dismissed, and the
Europeans and horse artillery marched back
to their barracks, which they reached about
B am. Several of the ringleaders in the
plot so fortunately counteracted but an
hour before it was to have been carried out,
| were secured within a few hours, and lodged
[ in the quarter-guard of the 2nd regiment.
A conrt-martial was assembled on the 16th,
for the trial of the prisoners; which closed
its proceedings ou the following day, at half-

ast four o’clock, previous to which a large
gallows was erected in front of the 21st

lines, © Very soon after the time mentioned, |

the four companies of the 2nd Europesn
regiment arrived on the ground, followed
by the prisoners who had Leen condemned,
in gharries, escorted by a strong guard;
the disarmed men of the 21st regiment fol-
lowed the execution party, aud, after them,
{ marched the 14th native infantry aud the
| horse artillery.

The prisoners wera then taken oot of the
gharries, and their names called over by the
brigade-major; and the first seven, who were
sentenced to be hung, and three others
condemned to be blown away, were marched
to the rear of the gallows, between their late
regiment’ and that erection, The proceed-
ings of the court-martial, and the sentence,
were then read in Enghsh by the brigade-
major, and translated 1ato the nafive tongue
| by Major Goldsmid. The seven prisonets
for the scaffold were then marched up its
steps, which they ascended without hesita.

tion, or requiring assistance. = One man

of their late corps: after some little de- |

lay, the signal was given, and, in a few
moments, the forfeit of their ‘treason was
paid. ] .

Tt was now found that, on ascount of the
confined range, the exeeution from the
mouth of the guns could not be carried into
effect in the square, where the scaffold was
still bearing its fruit. The brigade was,
consequently, moved off to the plain be-
tween the sappers’ lines, and there the three
guns were unlimbered, and the prisoners
sentenced to be blown away, met their ter-
rible doom in silence.

Upon the occurrence of the night of the
14th becoming known, the Furopean ecom- |
manity was entirely taken by surprise, as
né#t the slightest suspicions had been enter- |
tained of an ill-feeling among the mative
troops,  Precautionary meusures were, of
course, instantly resorted to for protection,
in case of any further indications of danger;
and the public were apprised that the
arsenal was appointed as a place of general
rendesvous, if circumstances should . re-
quire them to vacate their homes, All the
males at the station, of proper age, were
also enrolled as a volunteer corps, for the
purpose of acting as mounted patrols every
night, so as to relieve the Kuropean troops
from that duty, and preserve them in a state
of efficiency in case of a serious outbreak.
The following - considerate order was issued
apon the occasion i—

“(Circular,) Kurrachee, Sept. 16th,
% By desire of Major-general Scott, C.B., |
commanding the division, all able-bodied |
non-military men posscssing a horse and
arms, and willing to volunteer for patrol
duties in and about the station, are invited
to report themselyes to Major Goldsmid, or
to Captain Johnstone, who will give them
instructions regarding the duty to be per-
formed.

“ 1t is suggested that, for the present, none
should offer themselves who have famly
ties which render it a primary duty to re-
main at home and protect their household.

(Signed)  H. B. E. Frerr,
¢ (Jommissioner in Scinde.”

A close search for other of the traitors
than those executed, was kept up for several
days; and of forty-three wholx:;re seized,

5

~ 4?, o




T Ry, \ 1 I\
S e \ \

N\ N @ e '-}_ ! 2 y

| | RURRAGHEE-—eoAREsroNDENce.] PESTORY OR-FHE

[a.0. 1867,

g g

attempt to sscape, four were blown away
from guns, and twenfy-two were trans-
ported. Thy tweaty-seven absentees at
roll-call were nearly il apprehended in the
neighbourhoo |, and were also summarily
disposed of,

The following communication, from a
European resicent at Kurrachee, gives a
| lively idea of the incidents connected with
this affair. The writer, dating September
X7th, saysy—

 Now that the davger is over, we can weil afford
to laugh at our fears.,| The alarm was hegrd between

in the eamp was proligious; parties were rushing
from house to house, rousing the inmates, and
directing them to proged with all haste to the 2ad
EBuropean regiment i1aess-house.  Within a few
minutes the stroets were filled with Earopeans, sick
Tadies in chairs, some in carriages, others on foot;
eqnesiriany ga.l.l.o?inglthaut in ull divections; gen-
tlemen on foot, leadint their female relatives and
friends to.the mess-hous s One gentleman, living a
short distance, for whom 'a gharry had been sent by
a friend, bundled his vife and children into the
ghnrry, seized a couple of coats amd trowsers to

drawers end slippers. he has recaived,
I hear, has lnid him up with an aftack of nervous
fover, Parties on the road were making anxious
inquiries as’to the whereabipts of the mutineers;
the sound of 2 horee’s hools Yrould =end the thmid,
for pratection, under s bridge. oz behind a lamp-
post.  The scene in the mess-house was worthy the
pen of aCruikshank, The ladiss, God bless them !
with the greatest resignation, wers looking out with
m:ietg' or the yeports that whre, st intervals,
brought in of the progressof the dirming; and the
gentlomen, some armed to the teeth, trudging about
the verandah and doorways, looking daggers at the
durk night which hid the mutineers from their fierce
gaze, The work of loading end unlvading of guns,
the clicking of locks, and clashing of! swords, gave
eonfidence to the timid. Fortunately not 2 single
fice-aym exploded, either by design or accident;
for we do verily belisve, that a single shot would
have set the whole cantopment in a blaze; snd the
entlemen in drawers into fits. The amping of n
\orse, or the rattling of a gharry, ca'led forth the
cry of ‘There they come’ The meais-house com-
pound was also erowded with mnatiye men and
women, chiefly servants of the parties in the mdss-
house, Almost every one posscssed of jewels, silver
ware, &eq had them in small bundlesior boxes with
them, and all appeared prepared for the worst.

“In another Eur‘: of the eamp (thy commissariat
lines), some of the residents went to the mess-house,
others to the depdt, and others even so far 48
secontl European hospital.  We have beard of one
fumily, conaisting of twenty souls, who, on the first
alarm, put cut the light. The females and children
covered themselves in their bedelothies; whilst the
men kept a sharp look-out with their loaded pieces,
Burt ladies would faint, and children wonld squall, in
#pite of all the appeals vnd thaeats of their friends ;
and the consequunce was, that they were all abliged
%0 poceed in g body te the guartir-guard of the
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elaven and twelve o'el vk, and the noise and bustle |

stand & week's siege, and jumped into the ghevryin |
e The sﬂz?:h prow

fourteen were hanged, three killed in the | depdt, whers they arrived just in time to be told

{hat all was over,  The women in the dg’p_}b;- were in
@ great state of excitement; but Captein Herne and
others were moving amongst them, and affording
every consolation to dispel their fears.

“Those near the artillery’lines rushad into the /|
batracks; the convalescent sick wers all armed and
turned out. | The Suddur Bhzaar was as quiet as
vould be'wished: the Parsees, to their credit be it
#aid, were mosﬂ‘i all in their own houses; each shop
had twenty or thirty individuals, armed with gans,
pistols, and ewards ; and woe betide the mutineers ;i‘

| thay eame noross them. Scarcaly a single native

was to be séen moying about. The tops of several
houses were covered with inmales, and with muzz s
of guns pointed tor the streeta: but the mement a
hovseman was heard approaching, the heads would
disappedr. In one house 8 person was seen at'n
window with his fu.n. levelled to the road, and im-
mediately behind him was a/table with s wandle
burning—s beantiful target for a pot:shot.

# Almost pvery Buropeun’s house in the camp wis
deserted, and thy eﬁlédis?ossd had o eapital oppot.
tunity of euriching themselves; but, fortunately, the
police wive on the alert; and 48 the mutingers would
nat commence the row, the camp was saved from
being sacked and plundered.”

Another correspandent, dating from Kar- |
rachee, October 12th, writes thay ;—

“We have had difficulties in our garrisons sll

‘over Scinde, owing to want of more Buropean sel-

diers, The panic 6f —— was beyond belief, and he
would have denuded Heinde of defengs had his
requisitipng all been aveilable; but great caution
becams obviousiy neeessary here when the yarious
native reginients perceived our weak Furopean re-
sourges, Instructions of the general have been ad-
mirably carried oat; and at the three large stations
in Seinde (Bhirkapore on the frontier, Hyderabad on
the Indus, and Kumachee on the const), mutiny has
heen arrested just in' time--and only just; for at
Kurrachee, on the night of the 13th of September
(when the 21st nativy infantry were discovered par-
tially under armis), had not ouy little army, and the
geners] with it, been down on the 21st native infan-
Lry lines ot midnight, this whole station,/ in half-an-
hour more, was to have been a seene of mutiny and
outrage from end {6 end, : _

“The intention of the rebel portior/ of the 21st
was to rob the treasury during the' confusion of
the hour (on a remarkably dark night; and to earry
money and arms 1o their tiisnrmad tri :nds at Hyder-
ahad, where, ahout a week befors, the artillery affair
had flared up, and our good Brigadier Morvis had
run the guns inte Hyderabad fort before the men
could get at them. Bhirkapore 18 whars Cuptain
Merewether mow commandg prst of the Seinde
horse, and General Scott had sent some artillery to
strengthen that garrison. Thiee were at Kurrachee
a few guns, to the use of which some of the Fure-
peans had been for s few veesks' training—a mea-
sure which was of materigl benefit at tlhe crisis.
Ladies may blunder in a'tempting any detail of
means adopted for defeng:: but, as India now is,

“their grateful hearts shopld be the first to render

thanks to o great and good Providence for watcling
over Seinde ) and many hiopts will pray for blessings
on all the authorities, and) un om general,

“The Shirkapore mutiny was the last to ocour,
and its spirit had been yomewhat checked by the




