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[BELATIVE POSITIONS.

Arthur  Wellesley. The British nation
‘must, if necessary, be prepared fo tell the
Duke of Cambridge and Lord Canning, in
the most nnequivocal terms, that Sir Colin
is to be allowed in all respects to conduct
the war in his own way.”

The month of December, 1857, had com-

nenced amidst much cause for anxiety and
for vigorous effort on the part of the
. English commander, The convoy of Luck-
now fugitives was still necessarily detained
under the protection of the troops at Cawni-
pore, whose operations were shackled by
the presence of the helpless and useless
multitude. The Gwalior mutineers still
held possession of the town and the greatest
part of the suburbs, from whence their
artillery kept up an incessant cannonade
upon the intrenchment and the southern
cantonments, in which the convoy and the
| Tueknow force were encamped; but umntil
the women and children, with the wounded
people, conld be safely dispatched on their
route to Allahabad, the hands of Sir Colin
Camphell were tied. He daily saw his offi-
cers and men fall avound him, without
being able prudently to act against the
enemy. The loss of officers alone, in the
week from the 26th of November to the
9nd of December, amounted to ten killed,
thirty-two wounded, and two missing.

Before entering upon details connected
with the movements of the opposing forces
on the 6th of December, it shonld be
observed, for the purpose of illustrating
those movements, tﬁat the town of Cawn-
pore lies on the right or west baunk of the
Ganges, ahout 180 miles north-west of
Allahabad. The town does not extend
quite down to the river; and in order to reach
the latter, a sandy plain, of about two miles
in breadth, must be traversed. This space,
covered with officers’ bungalows and their
compounds, is called the cantonments, and
it stretches several miles along the water~
side. In this plain of the ecantonments,
there were, as already stated, the intrench-

' ments, and the fort for the protection
of the bridge of boats, which afforded the
only means for erossing the river and com-
municating with the Lucknow-road. It

| was for the purpose of occupying these de-

" fences, and of protecting the bridge, and
thereby preserving the communication with
Sir Colin Campbell, that General Windham
‘was entrusted with the command at Cawn-
pore. Through the cantonments there is a
road, which, at a few miles’ distance, south-

city of Cawnpore lay in front of the British

/formed the communication.

east of Cawnpore, joins the Grand Trank-
road, which unites Delhi, Cawnpore, Alla-
habad, and Caleutta. ' A eonsiderable dis-
tance siorthward of this junction, but before
reaching the city, were the rnins of the in- 1
trenchment in which the late Sir Hugh |
Wheeler was besieged by Nana Sahib and ins |
rebel force. This road through the canton- |
ments, and the Grand Trunk-road, it should |
be observed, was the line of refreat to be
taken by the reseued garrison of Duck-
now, on the route to Allababad; and its
preservation was therefore of wvital im-
pertance. AP

When, on the cvening of the 80th of
November, the whole of the convoy and
troops had crossed from Oude, the position
of the entire British camp was in the form
of a half-circle, stretching from some old |
dragoon lines lying near the Ganges, and
the fort, south-westward across the Grand
Trunk-road, and round the position occu-
pied by Sir Hugh Wheeler, In short, its |
right rested on the river, while its centre
and left covered the Grand Trunk-road.

It should further be observed, that the

camp, separated by a canal ruoning east
and west, the larger portion of the city
being on its northern side. On the even-
ing that Sir Colin arrived from Luckuow,
the mutineers were driven from that part
of the eity which lay nearest the British
intrenchments; and Brigadier Greathed,
about the same time, occupied the General
gunge—an old bazaar of very considerable
extent, which lay along the canal in fronf |
of the line occupied by the British camp. |
Thus, it will be seen, that the enemy were
on the north side of the canal, and the |
British on the south side, having one ad-
vanced post (theGeneral-gunge) on the canal
itself. The rebels’ right, facing the Bri-
tish left, stretched out beyoud the angle
formed by the Grand Trunk-road and the |
canal; and before closing with it, the British
force would therefore be obliged to cross |
the canal by the only two bridges that
The centre of
the enemy was in the town of Cawnpore,
where he oceupied the houses and bazaars
which overhung the canal, The city, in |
this part, was full of narrow lanes, the houses
in which were loopholed, and the principal |
streets were carefully barricaded. This
division of the enemy’s force was exactly |
opposite to the British advanced post |
named the General-gunge, held by Bri- |

K |

on

B BRGNS .

|
|
|



QAVWNDORETINAL PREPARATIONS.] HISTORY OF THE

gadier Greathed ; hut this position of the
aenenmy, strong as it appeared to he, in
reality, proved bis' weskness; for, hetween
| ‘his eentre and Lis right, there was the wall
of the city, which separated one portion of his'
foree from the other so’ campletely, that, in
cusé of emergency, he'had no means of trans-
| ferring troops from one flank to the ather.
The left division of the rebal force ocenpied
the old cantonment-—namely, that portion
of the ground which. lics between the ecity
and the Ganges, ' Inthe rear of this posi-
tion, and about a-mile aud a-half distant,
in a direct line from' the British intrench-
ments) was the Subabdar’s Mank, and in
front of this was the Baptist chapel, Thus
the entire line of the rebel force extended
[ from the Ganges through the oity of Cawn-

pore, cand along the eanal westward of
| the city wall, which was parallel to the
| eanal. Phe camp of the enemy was pitched
two miles in rear of his right division, and
covered the Calpee-road, which afterwards.
formed his line of vetreat, Tlis disposition
of the enemy's force did not escipe the’
notice of the commander.in-chiaf; who saw,
in & moment, the disadvantage to which it
would he exposed, if the atiack was direeted
from & partienlar point; and upon that
point, therefore, he determined to base his
operations.

On the night of the Gth of December,
the force of the enemy at Cawnpore econ.
sisted of ahout 25,000 men, with at least
forty pieces of artillery; while the facilities
atforded byhis position for the unintecrapted
Jumction of other mutinous regivieuts by
the Calpee-road, rendered the actual strength
and resources of the rebel avmy-—which
already owtnumbered, by more than two.
thirds, the aggregate stréngth of the British
[ troops opposed to ii—a’ point on; which
no ceptain caleulation could be based.  The
comiprebensive- genius of the commander-
in-chief, was, however, equal to the emer-’
geney: forced upon. him by the adverse
circumstanees that had thrown a elond oyer
the pracsedings of the fey previous days;
rad. as usual, he grasped the diffieultics of
his position with a determination to .over.
corae them. - The force wnder his cotnmand
on the 5th of December, amounted %o about
8,000 men of all arms, of which, in round
npmbers, not more than 7,500 were avail-
able for service in the field,

Barly in the morning of the 6th, Sir
Colin Cawmpbell assigned to his several corps
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sud officers their respective stations and |

dutics, and the moment for netion at length
atrived; the baggage, Lo, of the arroy hav-
ing first been taken down to the river-side
fovmrecaution.. At
ing: of the 6th of December; a heavy bom-
bardment was opened from the intrench.
ment to the east of Cawnpore, for the pur-

pose of inducing the enemy to believe he |
would be attacked from that quarter,! Hri: |

gadipr Greathed’s' three rogimorits. at. thie
General-gunge bazaar were then reinfored
by the: Gdth, the west. of the force heing
drawn wp in contignons colwmus in the

plain-of the. cantorients; and effectually |

masked {rova the observation of the ensny.
By eleven o'clock all was ready, and the
infantty deployed in parallel linos fronting
the catial—Brigadier Hopa being in advance
inone line;and Bnigadierliuglis, of Lneknoyy,
Ie‘m_li;npf

artiller

ward, snd from thence thireaten the enemy’s |

pear.  Immedintely to the lef of Brigadior
Greathed, was another bridge over the
canal, which was crogsed by Brigadier Wal-
pole,sunder cover of the guns, Keeping
along the city wall, that officer drove tlie

enemy from the shelter of some brick- .
Kilhs, and the whole line advanced-—Captain |

Pecl, with the heavy guns of his naval bri-
gade, leading the way over the bridge, ito-
eompanied by a private of the 58rd regi-
ment’ named fiannaford; and, in a shoet
timie, the whole of the British force was on
the Cawupore side of thy canal, and the
enemy’s centre and right were driven hack

‘at all points, By one o’clock in the after.
noon, his eamp was reached, and taken | |

possession of afier a short struggle ; and
the roub of the rebel army became com.
plete along the Calpee-road; for fourteen.'
miles (of which he was lotly pursued by
cayalty and artillery; and so perfect was
the abandomment of the enemy, that not 4

single gun or ymmunition carriage on the |

vight of lis pesition . eseaped the grasp of

the vietors. Hut the trinmph was yet i-

complete: the eft wing of the enemy still

rematned untouched; and, conseguently; as

the commander.in-chief passed through the
unoceupied, canip of the rebels, he dis-
pateched General Mansfield, with a detanh:
ment, to secure the latter, and to take the
position’, of the Subahdar’s Tauk, whish
stood in rear of the enemy’s left. By skill
and valour this task was admirably aceon;-
plished ; and having occupied the camp, au)

A
[4.. 1357,

ine o’'clock on the morn- |

¢ the seeond. The cavalry and hopie |
w were then directed to cross the oanal |
by a byidge a mile and a-half to the west- |
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ken mensures for maintaining & good post.

“lon the Calpee-road, Greneral Mansfield ad.

vanced towards the tank, strnggling over.
broken ground and through enclosures, and
' driving parties of the enemy before him.

After a  good deal of mavieuvring, in
‘ground highly favourable fo the rebels, the
general at length suceeeded in obtaining
the position assigned to himy, and soon after
had the satisfaction to see large bodies of
the enemy’s infantry and cavalry rapidly

moving off, in full retreat, to the westward, |

As it was not practieable to communicate
with' 8ir Colin after sunset, the position
being almost  isolated, and econsiderable
numbers of the enemy being still in portions
of the town and the cld cantonment, the
general strengthened the pickets round his
position, and bivouacked for the night with-
‘out molestation,. The rebel centre fnding
itself without support, its camp lost, and its
wings destroyed, broke wup during the
night, and fled from the town in every pos-
sible dircetion ; and before Sir Colin Camp.
‘bell returned to the British ecamp at the
close of that weil-fought day, the enemy had
been driven completely from Cawnpore.
The following are the despatches of the
commander-m-chief, in reference to the
hattle of the 6th of December :—

# The Commander-in-Chigf lo the Governor-genernl.
« Head-quarters, Camp, Cawnpore, Dec. 10th.

# My Lord,—I have the honour to report to your
jordship, that late on the night of the Srd nstant;
the convoy, which had given me so much anxiety,
including the families and half the wounded, was
| finally dispatehed ; and ‘on the 4th and Sth the last
srrangements were made for eonsigning the re-
mainder of the wounded in places of safety, while a
portion of the troops were withdrawn from the
‘ntrenchments to join the camp.’ On the afternoon
of the Sth, about 5 P, the enemy attacked our
Jeft plekets with artillery, and showed infantry
round our left flank, A deésuliory fire was also
begun on our pickets in the Genera unge, which is
an old buzaar of very considernble extent along the
canal, in front of the line ocoupied by the camp.
These advanced petitions had been held, sines our
arrival, by Brigadier Greathed's brigade with great
firmness, the brign.dicr having displayed ‘his usuval
judgment in their arrangement and support. On
two or three occasions he had been supported by
Uaptein Peel’s heavy guns nnd Captain Bourchier’s
field bLattery, when the artillery of the enemy, had

1% drtillery Brigade—Two. troops of horse artil-
lery; three light field batteries;. guns of the naval
brigade ; heavy field batiery m{a_lgrﬁ]le_r v Cavalyy
Brigade~—Her mujesty’s’ 9k lancers; detachments
‘of '1st, 2ud, and 5th Punjab cavelry, and Hedson's
‘horse. 4th Infantry Brigade—¥ler majesty’s 58rd
regiment; her majesty’s 42nd and 98rd highlanders;
4t’§ Punjab rifles, Sth Infandry Brigude—Mer

annoyed him end the genersl front of the cump,

Con the afternoon in gitestion;

Alter two houss of toanonading, the ensiay retired
| Arvatigements were
(then made for o generaluttick o him the next day.

“His left oceupied the ol cantonthent, from
whieh Genernl Windham-"si?oﬂt' had been prineipally
assailed.  His centre was in: the 6i£y-.¢j{%uwnporo,
and lined the honses and bazbars overhanping the
canal, which separated it from Drigadier Greathed's
position, the  pringipal streets huving boen after-
wards discovered to be barvjsaded. His right

stretchied some way beyond the angle formed by the | |
Grand Trunk-road and the canal, two miles in venr |

of which the camp of the Gwaliot contingent was
pitched, and so epvered the Ualpet-rond. | This susy

the line of retreat of thut body.  Tn short, the eanal, '

along which were placed his centre and right, was
the main ' feature of his position, and could enly hy
pussed in the latter direction by two bridges. It
.alrpem:ed to me, if his right was vigorously attacked,
tha

t it would be driven from its pesition wilkouot .

assistance coming from other parts of his liney the
wall of the town, which gave sover 1 our attacking
columns on our right, being an effestive obstacle to
the movement of any portion of his troops from his
left to vight, ' Thus the possibility became apparent
of attacking his division in detail,

“ From intelligence veceived before and after the
action, thers seems to be little doubt that, in ¢onge-
quence of the arrival of four regiments lzmm Oude,
and ‘the gathering of various mutinous corps which
had suffered in previous actions, as well as the
assemblage of all the Nuni's followers; the strength
of ‘the ¢nemy now amounted to about 25,000 men,
with all the guns belonging. to the contingent; some
thirby-six in number, together with 4 few guns
belonging to the Nana. : :

*Orders were given ta General Windkam, on the:
morning of the 6th, to opin a hedvy bombardment
at 9 AM, from the intrenchment in the old eantous
ments, end g0 induce the belief in the enemy that
the attack was poming from the ceperal’s yosition.
The comp ‘was struck early, and all the baggape
driven to the river-gide under & guartl, to avoid fhe
slightest risk of accident. Brigadier Greathed, vein-
forced by the 64th regiment, ‘wus desired to held
the same ground opposite the centrp of the enewy,
which he had been vecupying for some days past, as
above mentioued, snd at 11 425, the rsst of the
foree, as per margin,® was drawn up in contigrnons
ealomns in rear of some old cavalry lines, and effee~
tually masked from the observation of the enemy:
The cannonade from the intrenchment having beconie
slack at this time, the moment had arvived for the
attack to commence.

“The cavalry and horse artillery, having been
sent to make a ‘detour on the left and across the
canal, by a bridge e mile:and a-half further up, and
threaten the ensmy’s reay, the infantry deployed
in perallel lines fronting the  canal.  'Brigadier
Hope's brigade was in advance in ane line, Briga-

dier inglis’s brigade being in resr of Brigadier |

maejesty’s 20ed fusiliers; her majesty’s 32ad regi- |
| ment; her majesty’s 82nd regiment. Gth Infeilry

B_n?,'adsr—ﬁnd and 3rd battalion rifle brigade ; wle-

tachment of her majesty’s 38th foot.  Engineer Bri- |
gade—Royal ergineers, and detachments of Bengal |

and Punjab; sappers and miners aitsched to the |

varipus brigades of infantry. (The whole of the
foree enumerated did not exceed 7,500 men,)
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Hope. At the same time Brigadier Walpole, as-

. sisted by Captain Smith’s field batiery, roysl artil-
lery, was directed to pass the bridge imme ia‘teldy 0
to

the left of Brigadier Greathed's position, an
drive the enemy from the brick-kilns, keeping the
wall of the city for his guide, The' whole attack
then proceeded, the enemy quickly responding,
from hix proper right, to the fire of our heavy and
field artillery.

“Good use was made of these guns by Cuptain
Peel, C.B., K.N.; and the artillery officers under
Major-general Dupuis, C.B,, R.A., Brigadier Craw-

| frd, R.A., and Major Turner, B.A. The Sikhs of
' the 4th Punjab infantry, thrown into skirmish-

ing order, supporied by her wmajesty’s 53ed foot,
attacked the enemy in some old mounds and brick-
kilns to our left, with great vigour.

The advance then continued with rapidity along
the whole line, and T had the satisfaction of observ-
ing, in the distance, that Brigadier Walpole was
muking equal progress on the right. The canal
bridge was quickly passed, Captain Peel leading
over it with a heavy gun, accompanied by a soldier
of  her majesty’s 08rd, nemed Hannaford. The
troops which liad gathered together, resuming their
line of formation with great rapidity on either side
a8 goon as it was crossed, and continuing to drive
the engmy at all points, his camp was reached and
talken at 1 P, and his yrout was complete aiong
the Calpep-rond.

“1 must here draw nttention to the manner in
which the heavy 24-pounder guns were impelled and
managed by Captain Peel and his gallant ssilors.
Through the extraordinary energy and gootbwill
with which' the latter had worked, their guns have
been constantly in advance throughout ocur late
aperations, from the reliat of Lucknaw, till now, as
it they were light field-pieces, nnd the service ren-
dered by them in clearing our front has been incal-
culable. On this occasion there was the sight beheld
of 24 .;mm.-dur guns advancing with the first line of
skirmishers.

 Withont losing any time, the pursuit with cav:
alvy, infantry, and light artillery was pressed with
the greatest engerness to the fourteenth milestone
on ﬁm Culpee-road, and 1 have reason to believe
that every gun and cart of ammunition which had
beer: in that part of the enemy's position, which had
been attackmf, now fell into our possession, I had
the satisfuction of accompanying the troops engaged
in the pursuit, and of being able to bear witness to
their sirenuous endeavours 1o make the most of the
success which had been schieved. When I passed
the oump and went forward on the Calpee-road,
Major-genaral Manafield was desired by me to meke
arratigements for the attack of the position culled
thie Subahdar's Tank, which extended yound the left
rear of the enemy's position in the old cantonments,
As this operation wss a scpatate one, I heg to
enclose for your lordship's consideration the major-
general’s own nureative,

“The troops having returned from the pursvit at
midnight on the 6th, and their baggage having
reached them on the alternoon of the next day,
Brigadier-general Grant was detached in pursuit on
the 8th, with the cavalry, some light artillery, and a
brigade of infantry, with orders to desv:a&pu‘biio
buildings belonging to the Nana Sahib st Bithoor,
and to press on to Serai-Ghit, twenty-five miles
from hence, if he had good tidings of the retreating
enemy. This duty was admirably performed by the
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was about to cross the river with his remuinin

themselves during the series of aperations which

‘eall your lordship’s attention to the nble and distin-

brigadier-general, and he caught the enemy when he
wung, | The brigadier-genersl attacked him wi
greut vigours; and by the excelient disposition be
mada of bis force, succeeded in taking évery gun
the enemy possessed, without losing a single man,
I have the pleasure to enclose the brigadier-general’s
report for your lordship's perusal.

# It now remains for me to bring to your lord-
ship’s notice the officers who have distinguished

have oceurred under my own eyes, gincy this field
force left the neighbourhood of Lucknow. Ihave s
particalar plessure in again bringing to your lord-
ship's notice the zeal and great ability with which
Major-genersl W, R, Mansfield, chief of the staff)
has conducted the very impostant duties of his high
position, and of my obligations to him for the most
valunbie sssistance he has afforded me during the
whole of the recent opevations. 1 desire also o

guished manner in which he conducted the troops
\laved under his orders, after tho enemy’s ceutre
lmd been divided, to the attacl of their strong posi-
tion at the Subahdar’s Tank, and to recommend to
your lordship’s favourable consideration the names
of the officers who assisted him.

1 have to thenk Brigalier-general Hope Grant, |
(.B., very particularly for the admirable manuer in
which heé has conduected tue duties of the foree, and
more particularly for hisiexertions on the 6th of
December, and the capital operations he performed
on the Bth and 9th. 'The brigadier-general speaks
in ’ﬁtle highest terms of his divisionnf and personal
stall.

“1 have the greatest satisfaotion in bringing to
our lordship's notive, Brigadiers Greathed, the

Lon. A, Hope, Walpole, and Inglis. These officera
have all exerted themselves to the uimost, and have
fully justified my expectations. ‘They desive to
record their obligations o the officers commandin
corps in their respective brigades; snd to theie bn-
gado stafl.

“Qwing to his knowledge of the ground, I re-
guested Major-general “}indham to yemain in
commund of the intrenchment, the fire of which was
« very importaut feature in the operations of the 6th
of December, although I felt and expluined to
General Windham that it was & command havdly
worthy of an officer of his rank, He gave me every J
satisfaetion, and I have to thank him secordingly.

“ 1 must particularly notice the exertions n§ p=
tain HL. W. Norman, assistant-adjutant-general of
the army; of Captain Herbert Bruce, deputy.guar-
termnster-general ; and of Captain J. H. Smyth,
Bengal attillery, the latter of whom had besn re-

uested by me to take command of the astillery in
the intrenchment, as a spécial duty, Captain Bmyth
has rendered other great and valuable services since
lie left Caleutts, of which I have not had an n!rpnr-
tunity before of recording my approval. I desire
also to bring to your lordship’s favourable notice,
the officers on the general stail, or belonging to the
personal staft of myself or Major-general Mansfield.

“'To the crew of her majesty’s ship Shannon, and
to the royal snd Bengal artillery, my thanks are
alfike due; but more particularly 1o Captain Peel,
C.B., royal navy; fo Brigadier Crawlord, royal
miller{; and to Major Turner, Bengal horse aztil-
lery. 1 eannot refrain from again drawing your
lordship’s most marked attention to the very distin-
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guished merits of the last-named (Major Turner.)
Ax is always the ease in the thrae services, the bat-
teries and’ troops were manwuvred with remarkable
dexterity. '

o Cuplain Peel has brought to my favourable no-
tion Lisutenand Vaunghun, royal navy, sud 1 should
mush wish! that this recommendation may be known
to the admiralty; and Brigadier Crawford has ex-

ressed his obligations to his brigadesmajor, Captain
g]. L. G. Bruce, Bengal artillery, and has mentioned
with marked distinction all the nflicers holding com-
mands.  Mujor-general Dupnis, C.B., royal artil-
lery, cornmended the artillery during the action, in
ronsequenee of his aceidental presente in camp; and
1 beg to thank him for his exertions, as, well as
those of his staff. Colonel Harness, royal engineers,
was also present in the same manner, and accom-
panied me throughout the action, General Grant

as nlso brought to my notice the distinguished
conduct of Brigadier Little, commanding the eavalry,
us also of officers commanding corps in that brigade,
and its staff officers,

“ During the pursuit of the fth, and the {:Eeration
of the 9th, the cavalry maintained that hith aracter
for dash and perseverance which has distinguished
them since they took the fleld in the numerous
engagements of their long campaign. desire also
to mention Mujor Payne, of the 5ird regiment,
whom I saw performing very valuable service during
the first advance on the 6th instant. I must not
allow this opportunity to sasa without. bearing my
testimony 1o the unwearied Zeal and pssiduity of the

superintending surgeon, Dr. J. C. Brown, Bengal

artillery, which have never flagged for an instant, |

and have been of the greatest use to the foroe in
the field from the time the troops first moved
before going to Delhi. 1 beg to recommend  him
mast particularly to your lordship’s favourable con-
sideration.—I have, Nty ;

i (. Carpn¥LL, General, Comimanding+in-Chief.”

The report of General Mansfield to the
commander-in-chief was as follows :—

« Head-quarters, Camp, Cawnpore, Dee. 10th.

« 8i,—In obedience to your exce lency’s instrue-
tions, when I left your side after the eapture of the
enemy's. camp, on the afterncon of the 6th Decem-
ber, 1 proceeded to make the arrangements for
tnking l'ﬂu position ealled the Subahdar's Tank, in
reqr of the enemy’s left, avd abiout a mile and a-half
in o diveet line from the intrenchments through: the
old eantonment.

u Pefore advancing, measures were taken for the
gafe guard of the captured camp, Colonel Kelly,
with « wing of the 38th foat, bEit:.ﬁ placed in position
for that purpose, in addition to the 23rd regiment,
which had dy been left there by your excellency.
These two regiments repelled an attack in the course
of the afterncon, and took two guns from the
enemy, The 93rd higblanders; who had been placed
on the Grand Trunk-road, beyond the camp to the
left, at the time that your exevllency gave the orders
for pressing the pursuit of the enemy along the
Culpee-road, were now, at 2 pir, beginning to
suffer from the enemy’s guns, which were i position
about one thousand yards in' their fromt, in the
enclosires between them end the tank. They were
advanced a short distance with Captain Middleton's
field battery, TCA., which answered the ensmy’s
gans, until the rifle brigade under Brigadier Walpole,

YOL. 1L 2e

and the heavy fleld battery under Captain Longden,
R.A., could bs brought ip.  In the eourse of half-
an-hour this had taken plagce, and the heavy field
battery pushed along the road intersecting the
Grand Trunk-road, about a mile to the left of the
enemy’s camp, and leading directly to the old. cun-
tonment, . The rifles were extended in skirmishin

g?j.er some 300 yurds on each side of the m«E
slightly in advance of the heavy guns, the high-
Ianders heing kept in reserve, = 1

# These arrangements having been made, the
ndvance took ; an
way immediataly, successive positions bi
up, and a rapid fire maintained, by Captain Longden
and Captain Middleton, of the royal artillery, thy
rifies passing through the enclosures to the right,
and the broken ground to the left of the rvad, with
much spirit, under the able directions of Brigadier
Walgole. y

“ On the entrance of the village being reached,
which may be. distinguished us the soldiers’ burial-
ground, although the enclosures were still held to
a certain degree by the enemy, it appeared to me
expedient to push the field battery throngh the vil-
lage at u gallop, and take position in the plain, with
the tank an the right, the infantry being desired to
press forward as fast os they couldi  This 'was done
very well by Captain Middleton, R.A., und he had
the satisfaction of ﬁrin%a'. the enemy’s guns as they
disappeared along the Bithoor-road, whilst the rifles
were till running up to his support. The position
was then fairly ocenpied, Brigind'mr Hope coming
ull:_ with the reserve of high
charge of the pickets which were thrown out on the
line of the enemy’s retreat. About 4 Fat. the posi-
tion which had beea taken was attacked by artillery,
brought by the enemy from the old cnntonment,
Thete guns might have been taken bat I refrained
frotn giving the uecessary order, huing aware that
it wis contrary to your excelleney’s wish to inyolye
the troops among the encldsures and houses of the
old cantonment ; end that, if the slightest adwance
had been made in that quarter, it would have been
necessary, ab whatever loss, to make no stop till the
iutrenchment should have been veached. When
Captain Longden's and Captain Middleton's botte-
ries had almost suceseded in silencing the enemy’s
fire, the position was attacked by some guns of the
enemy from the broken ground of the plain on ex-
actly ‘the opposite side.” They could not be seen,
except by their smoke. They were, however, an-
swered quickly, end all the men and fleld hosPiml,
&o., having been put under tolerabie cover, no harm
was suffered by the troops in consequence of this
attack. At dusk I had the satisfuction of seeing
lurge bodies of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry
mave round to the west of the position about a mile
distant, in full retreat,

# It not being possible to communicate with your
excellency after sunset, the position tuken up being
almost isolated, and, as reported to me, there being
considerable numbera of the enemy still in oceupa-
tion of the town and old cantonment, the pickets all
round the position were slightly strengthened, ands
the troops bivouscked by their arms. ~ Everything
having been quiet during the night, the highlanders
were withdrawn the next morning, and replaced by
the 88th foot under your excelleacy's orders.

“My thanks are eminently due’ to Brigadier
Walpole, who commanded the advance, and Briga-
dier Hope, commanding the reserve; to Captaing

e
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gurh, became fearfully excited; and the
anxiety of the inhabitants was not lessened
by intelligence of an attempt, on the part
of the prisoners at the gaol, to force the
gates and commence the pillage of the
town. The design was, however, rendered
abortive hy the decisive conduct of the
guard at the gaol, who killed  six and
wounded eleven of the prisoners, and
thereby deterred their companions from
joining in the effort to escape. Beyond the
fivst act of insubordination, the men of the
17th regiment did not commit themselves;
and after some five or six days of intense
anxiety, the inhabitants were relieved from
any apprehension of a military revolt. The
sepoys allowed the collector to open the
cash chest, and remove sufficient for current
expenses, but refused to surrender charge
of the whole until relieved from their re-
sponsibility by military authority. These
men continued faithful until after their
removal from the station,

‘Whotever may have been the charac-
tevistics of English rule in India previous
to the outbrealk of this geuneral revolt, it is
quite clear that no measures of undue
severity were adopted until all prudent en-
deavours to restore ovder by conciliatory
means had proved unavailing. The dis-
suasive appeals and lenient proclimations of
Mr, Colvin, the lieutenant-governor of the
North-West Provinces, have already been
noticed* as ineffectuval for the azcomplish-
ment of the humane objects contemplated
by their author ; but even yet, after fire and
sword had ravaged the plams and desolated
many of the cities of Hindostan, efforts were
still made, as well by the government itself
as by its commissioners, to récall the Bengal
army to a proper sense of its duty, and to
keep open the doors of reconeiliation and

| forgiveness to all who might be disposed to

seck it. Among other proofs of the exist-
ence of this feeling, we may instance the
following address of the chief commissioner
of the Punjab, prommnlgated among the
Hindostant soldiers of the Bengal army in
the early days of June:—

_ “Bepoys!—Yon will have heard that many
Sepoys and sowars of the Bangal artay have
proved faithless to their salt at Meerut, at
Delhi, and at Ferozepore. Many at the
latter place have been already punished.
An army has been assembled, and is now
close to Delhi, prepared to punish the mu-

* See ante, pp, 120137,
210

‘there.

tineers and insurgents who have collected

Sepoys! I warn and advise you to
prove faithf?l{ to your selt—faithful to the
government who has given your forefathers
and you service for the last hundred years
—faithful to that government who, both in
cantonments and in the field, has been
careful for your welfare and interests; and
who, in your old age, has given you the
means of living comfortably in your homes.
Those who have studied history know well,
that no wrmy has ever been more kindly
treated than that of India. = Those regiments
which now remain faithful, will receive the
rewards due to their constancy. Those
who fall away now will lose their service for
ever,
when the time has passed by; now is the
opportuuity of proving your loyalty and

good faith, The British government will

never want for native soldiers, In a mouth
it might raise 50,000 in the Punjab alone.
If the ‘Poorbeah’ sepoy neglect the pre-
sent day, it will never return. There is
ample force in the Punjab to erush all mu-
tineers. The chiefs and the people are loyal
and obedient, and the latter only long to,
take your place in the army: all will unite
to crush them. Moreover, the sepoy ean
have no conception of the power of England,
Already, from every quarter, English soldiers
are pouring into India. | You know well
enough that the British government have
never interfered with your religion. * Those
who tell you the contrary, say it for their
own base purposes. The Hindoo temple
and the Mohammedan mosque have both
been respected by the English government.
It was but the other day that the Jumma
mosque of Lshore, which had cost lacs of
rupees, and which the Sikhs had converted
into a magazine, was restored to the Mo-
hammedans, Sepoys ! my advice is, that you
obey your officers; seize all those among
yourselves who endeavour to mislead you.
Let not a few bad men be the cause of your
disgrace. If you have the will you ean
easily do this, and government will consider
it as a test of your fidelity, Prove by your
conduct that the loyalty of the sepoy of
Hindostan has not degenerated from that
of his ancestors. Joun Lawunence.”

Following nut the principle on which
the above address was based, Sir Joln
Lawrence, in the subjoinel telegraphic com-
munication to the governor-general, recom-
mends the discharge of such wen of the
regular native infantry as might desire ir.

It will be too late to lament hereafter, |

|

|

|
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i.-and alter noting thnt._ﬂ:a_ state of Pesha-

| wae was rather eritical at that momeunt, he

| proceeds thus:—

1 suggest, that such men of the regular
native infantry who desive it, may be paid
up and discharged. We shall get vid of
the bad, and the good will remain. At
present the former are a source of danger.
We ave crippled in order to guard against
them : a'.houlg they break out, the irregular
Hindostani cavalry will not act against
them. When disbanded, they can do no
harm, and we can hold the country secarely
without them—eertainly more securely with-
out them. This proposal not to include
mutineers. Punjabee troops behaving fa-
mously.” 4 i)

Vain was the attempt to pour oil upon
the troubled waters of Hindoo disaffection ;
futile the effort to hold forth the olive-
branch of peace to 'the excitable and im-
pulsive races, whom it was desired to con-
ciliate rather than to crush. 'The fires of
rebellion were now smouldering, or bursting
forth in every direction, and the eye vainly
sought repose from the lurid glare of its
wide-spread conflagration. While the pen
yet traced the bloodstained record of the

[ mutinies at Hansi—at Seetapore-—at Azim-
gurh—crimes of equal enormity, in other
directions, were surging up on the memory,
and crowding the already overcharged
tablets on which they were too vividly in-
seribed.

. At Neemuch—a cantonment 155 miles
| north-west of Mhow, and situated between
Malwa and Newar, on the frontier of Raj-
ootana—the hydra of revolt raised one of
its fearful heads also on the 8rd of June,
under circumstavices of extraordinary in-
terest. The station had been for some time
denuded of its proj arrison of Bombay
troops, whose pluce had been supplied by the
72ud Bengal native infantry; the 4th troop
1st hattalion horse artillety from Agra, and
4 wing of the Bengal light cavalry from
Mhow. ‘The elements of mischief were
therefore concentrated ifi dangerous abun-
danee ; and the effect of the arrangenment

| may Le traced in the following details.

| Thie massacres at Meerut and at Delhi

| were known at Neemuch very soon after

] their occurrence ; and with the natural re-

’ liance upon the resourcés and energies of

1

the government, the inhabitants of that
place were looking auxiously for the news
that slionld annource the restoration of the
Monghol capital to its British rulers, Day

by day, the excitement produced by nnsatis-
fied expectation and feverish anviety grew

more oppressive; yeb the desired intelligonce |

came not, During the feast of the Eod,
the Mussulmans congregated in formidable
numbers, and the whole week passed in
disquictude, the people of the bazaars
leaving the town in shoals, and every
species of carringe being engaged in con-
veying the timid inhabitants to the shelter
of the adjoining villages, for safety fiom
some anticipated but yet undefined danger.
All sorts of reports were in eirculation ;
and the panic was complete, notwithstanding
the efforts df Brigadier Abbott and Captain
Lloyd, in command of the troops, to re-
store confidence. An unusaal and offen-
sive demeanour by the sepoys, whose man-
ners had suddenly changed from a respect
bordering upon servility, to that of bold,
saucy indifference, too plainly showed that
the cords of discipline had become relazed,
and that the influence of the officers over
their men had been dangerously shaken.
Thus matters had continued for some days,
when at length the expected crisis was
precipitated by some wmischievous fellows
declaring alond in the bazaar, that the
Ghoré log—i.e.,, European soldiers—were
coming to attack them. The report oc-
casioned a rush of people into the can-
tonments; and the sepoys, in wild excite-
ment, tore open the bells of arms, and
took possession of their weapons and am-
munition. Colonel Abbott repaired as
quickly as possible to the lines of the 72nd
(his own regiment), hoping by his presence,
and the influence he then possessed over
his men, to avert the impending catastrophe.
Fortunately he reached the lines before a
shot had been fired, and for the moment sue-
ceeded in calming the excitement of the
troops. At this moment, some sepoys of the
7th regiment of the Gwalior contingent,
then stationed in the fort, manned the
ramtparts, and the sowars of the light
cavalry prepared to mouut at the command

PR

of a leader they hand themselves chosen. |
The terror of the natives in the bazaar had |

now become excessive ; and a report that a |
mutinous onthreak would oceur at midnight,
did not serve to allay it. On the night of
the 30th of May, it was arranged hy Colonel
Abbott, that the officers q's_ach corps should
veeupy tents in their respective lines among
the men, himself saying to the 72nd—“You |
are so foolish and childlike in believing every |
absurd report, that I mast treat you as my

it {16
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manded the whole of the arillery, rendered the
greatest seryice, both in the action and in the moving
of the guns; Lieutenant Millman, who commanded
the battery; Captain Remmington, who worked his
gung admirably, and who was most zealous in giving
every assistance to Captain Middleton; Brigadier A,
Little, to whom I was much indebted for his cavalry
support to the guns, nnd for the way in which he
brought his force to the front on the advance of the
engmy; Major Ouvry, commanding the 0th lancers,
a most active and zealous officer ; Lientenant Young-
hushand, commanding fth Punjab cavalry; and
Lieutenant Gough, commanding Hodson’s horse: to
ull of swhom my thanks are due for the very able way
in which they commanded their regiments. Lieu-
tenant Maleolm, commanding the royal engineers,
and Lieutenant Forbes, commanding the Bengal
engineers, who, with their men, execated the work
entrusted to them with great ability and zeal;
Brigadier the Hon, A, Hope, commending the in-
fantry brigade, was of the greatest posaible assistance,
and hehaved with his usual well-known gallantry;
Lieutenant-colonel Thorold, cammanding 42nd high-

landerss | Colonel F-'&bar,l commanding 563vd regi. |
ment; Lieutenant-colonel Leith Hay, commanding
93rd highlanders; and Captain Ryyes, commanding
4th Punjaly infantry, |

“My thanks are alse due to the officers engaged
for the'able’ manner in which they commanded their
regiments. Captain Bruce, head of the intelligenos
department, rendered me very great assistance in
proeiring information regarding the movements of
the enemy.—I have, &¢., |

“Hope Grant, Brigadier-general, |
commanding Foree.” |

|
|
|

The result of these successful movements
by Sir Colin Campbell and his brigadiers, |

was to clear the rond around Cawnpore for
a considerable distance, while it left the |
commander-in-chief at liberty to matuve his
plan of future operations, and also to
strengthen his force preparatory to a final

advance upon Lucknow.

j

CHAPTER VIIL

|| PREPARATIONS FOR A CAMPAIGN 1N OUDE: ATTACK URON A REREL FORCE AT JEERUM ; NEEMUCH IN
DANGER ; INSUBORDINATION OF ODEYPORE CONTINGENT ; THE FORT AT NEEMUCIH ; APEROACH OF REBEL
FORCE; THE SIEGE; ASSAULT AND REPULSE: RETREAT -OF REBEL TROOPS; CAPTURE OF A MOSLEM
STANDARD ; DETAILS OF THE SIEGE ; MEHIDPORY ; DEFFCITON OF MALWA CONTINGENT ; SLAUGHTER OF
EUROPEAR OFFICERS; REAFLS DEFEATED AT RAWUL; MUNUESORE EVACUATED BY THE REBEL TROOPS; .
THE NAWAB OF RUNEEA; OUTBREAKS AT CHITTAGONG AND DACCA; REBEL FORCE AT JELPIGOREE; AN
EXECUTION j UNSUCCESSFUL PURSUIT OF THE ENEMY; JUNG BAHADOOR OF NEPAUL; THE GHOORKAS
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION ; RECEPTION OF THE NEPAUL FORCE BY THE AUTHORITIES ON THE FRON-
TIER ; ADVANCE TOWARDS GORVUKPORE; DEFEAT OF THE REBEL TROOPS; RECAPTURE OF GURUCK-
PORE; BATTLE OF SOHUNVORE; THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF EN ROUTE TO FUTTEGHUR; AFFAIR AT
KALES NUDDEE; FURRUCKABAD OCCUPIED ; CONCENTRATION OF TROOTS FOR OVDEj STATE OF ROHIL-
CUND j THE PUNJAB, MALWA, AND CENTRAL INDIA ; HEROIC DEFENCE OF THE TREASURY AT TULLOWAN.

Wiaice the operations detailed in the pre-
ceding chapter had been progressing at
| Cawnpore and the adjacent districts of the
Upper Provinces, the revolutionary influ-
ences that raged over Hindostan were
actively mischievous in other directions
| also; and, on every side, “ war, and remours
. of war,” terrified and distressed 'society.
The attention of the commander-in-chief
was, at this period, principally confined to
securing the advautages already obtained
by lis troops, aud in maturing preparations
for a campaign that should enable him to
wrest Lincknow from the hands of its rebel
masters, and rwc the kingdom of Ounde
to the andistn domination of the Bri-
tish government. It was therefore not
surprising, while thus oceupied, that in

burst forth, and burn with undiminished
fury, fed as they were by the brands of
religions fanaticism aud national hatred.

#Plurning from the Doab, now for a time
cleared of the rebel forces, we trace the
lurid flame in a south-west direction, to
the border of Rsjpootana, where it had |
spread its devastating iufluences over n |
wide extent of comntry. For many months, !
Neemuch had been one of the centres of
disaffection in this province; and about the
middle of October, the mutinous sepoys
and their vagrant followers began to gather
around it from the surrounding districts; a
body of them, from Mundesore, concentrat-
in% at Jeerum (a walled town, about ten
miles distant), with an intention to attack
the garrison at Neemuch. ~The latter,

|

distant quarters the fires of rebellion should
212

however, took the initiative i the malter;
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and on the 24th of the month, marched
out to try their strength, The rebels to bhe
attacked had arrived from Mundesore, and
were about a hundred strong, Two ad-
vanced parties of the 2nd eavalry, under
Captain Tucker and Lientenant Blair re-
spectively, were sent on the previous night
by different roads, the main column follow-
ing at half-past 5 A, The party under
Captain Tucker fell in with the rebels
near Jeerum at daylight; and leaving a re-
serve, under Lieutenant Le Geyt, in a con-
cealed situation, he advanced with a few
men towards the enemy, and charged right
through them, paying with his life for the
daring act. In the mélée, Captain Lawrie,
of the 21st native infantry, who had volun-
teered to accompany the party, and had
vainly endesvoured to dissuade Tacker from
rashly charging with his half-dozen men
into so large a force, finding remonstrance
useloss, bravely resolved fo share the danger
of his companion, and was wounded severely
in the breast with a lance, besides being
much cut sbout by the swords of the
enemy. His horse was shot under him;
and one trooper, with Captain Tucker, was
killed in the charge. The enemy was, how-
ever, sufficiently alarmed by this unex-
pected encounter, to induce them to retire
to a position out of the reach of cavalry,
before Lieutenant Le Geyt, who had but a
handful of men in reserve, could come up
with them. The body of Captain Tucker
was carried off by the rebels, but after-
wards recovered by the men of his own
troop, severed from the head, which had
been retained by his murderers.

While this affair. was in progress, the
main body from Neemuch, under Captain
Simpson, arrived before the walls of Jeerum,
and found the encmy assembled on the
brow of a hill, about 200 yards in front of
the 'town, where they remained until the
9.pounder guns of the column got into
position, and sent a few rounds bf grape
amongst their ranks, when they slowly re-
tired 1o take up a stronger position, behind
the shelter of some huts. Captain Ban-
nister was then dispatched with a squadron
to the other side of the town, to cut off any
stragglers, and the action proceeded, and
raged for some time with urivsual obsti-
nacy on the part of the enerty. The in-
fantry in vain attempted to dislodge the
latter from their position; and in their
advance for that purpese, Captain Reade,
commanding a detachment of the 83rd

regiment, was killed, and Captain Soppit,
of the 12th native infantry, dangeronsly
wounded. Both infimtry detachments sce-
ing their communders fall, made a vetro-
grade movement; and the enemy, embol-
dened by it, rushed impetuously apon them,
and captured one wortar, and had nearly
obtained the guns, when Captain Simpson,

with Lieutevants Blair and Le Geyt,

with Riding-master Stecrs, charged with &

squadron upon the enemy, recaptured the
mortar, and dispersed the rebels, who fled

to the fort, 1In this charge, Capfain Simp-

son was severely wounded in the head, and |

his two lientenants were -also disabled.
The day now spproached ifs close; and a
report reached Captain Bannister, who suc-
ceeded Captain Simpson in command of the
column, that a large force of the enemy
was advancing on Neemuch from another
direction. Fop this reason, as well as on
account of the great natural strength of the

place, which rendered it impregnable with- |

out the aid of breaching guns, Captain Ban-
nister determined upon returning to protect
Neemuch, which he reached with the re-
mains of his column the same night, taking
with him the body of Captain Reade, which
had been gallantly recovered, in the face of
a heavy fire from the walls, by a Belooch
of the 12th native infantry, d Mulam
Khan. mﬁ :

The reported advance upon Neemnuch
was from Mundesore, about twenty-eight
miles distant; and the rebel foree collected
for the purpose, was understood to consist
of some G600 Affghans, or Belatees, 4,000
Meewatties, and 350 horsemen of various
vaces, with seven guns: thus the theeat.
ened danger was obviously *of a serious
character. For several days, no perceptible
movement on the part of the rebels ap-
peared to substantiate the rumonr; but at
length, on Sunday, the 8th of the month, a
spy arrived at the British camp about
3 .., and announced that the enemy, who
had been for a day or two encamped at
Mullhayar (an intermediate town, abouf

twelve miles from Neemuch), were advanc- |

ing in great forge, the advanced goard of
cavalry being already within three u:i!cs of
the town. As no time was to be lost in an
effort to check their approach, a detach-
ment of the 2ud light cavalry, consisting of
a hundred men under Captain Baunnister,
moved out, and proceeded along the Mun-
desore-road. By the time they had marched
about two miles, the van of the enemy

213 I {‘2
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“Oa the morning of the 2nd instant,
Colonel Abbott informed ine, in his own

| regimental lines, that from the occurrences

of the previous night, and from information
Iie bad received, he was of opinion that the
outbreak could not be delayed moré than a
few hours, I left him to secure a few of my

| most valuable recovds, and endeavour {o

eusure a line of retreat for fugitives by
the Odeypoor-road, by means of a detach-
ment of police sowars,  Mednwhile, Colonel
Abbott undertook to assemble all the native
officers of the foree, and erdeavour to bring
them to a sense of their duty, and to re-
move the distrust in each other which,
there was reason to believe, was one cause
of the prevailing excitement. After some
discussion, all took oaths on the Koran and
Ganges water, that they now trusted esch
other; and would remain true to their salt.
The commanding officer was requested to
swear to his confidence in their faithful in-
tentions, and did so, when the megting
broke up, all apparently being satisfied and
loyally inclined. All continued quiet np to
the evening of the 8rd, when some excite-
ment was again apparently avising; as it
was said; from a *umour of the approach of
troops to the station, It is necessary to
mention here, that for many precediug
days the utmost panic had prevailed in the
Saddur _'Bﬁnr, and great numbers of per-
sons had removed with their property. The
wildest reports were constantly set afloat by
designing persons to increase the distrust,
and the commonest occurrences were dis-
torted into phantoms of evil intended against

the troops., The move of the Kotah force

under Major Burton, for the protection of
Jawud, had Been determined upon in con-
sultation with Colonel Abbott, commanding
the station. The troops of Neemuch had
been told of the intended move some days
before, and assured that no part of the
force was intended to approach Neemuch.
Kotah troops were ordered to Jawnd, in
view to preserviug the peace in the district,
and protecting the town from marauders,
1 believe there is mo reason whatever to
suppose that this movement precipitated the
crisis, while subsequent events have proved
it to have been » most fortunate and happy
one for the interests of vovernment,

“On the night of the 8rd, symptoms of
violence were shown by the artillery, and
Lieutenant Walker could only restrain them
for about two hours, when some of them
rushied to the guns, and, loading them, fired

214

two off, evidently as a preconcerted signal.
Updn this the cavalry rushed to join them,
and, shortly afterwards, the 72nd broke
from their lines alse. The wing of the 7th
regiment, Giwalior contingent, encamped
outside the fort, had bern marched inside
by Captain Macdonald on the report of the
signal-guns, and every prepardtion for de-
fence made. 'Toprovide for thisemergency,
I had furnished Captain Macdonald with g
wiitten promise, on the part of goverument,
of rewards to the following amount in case
of a suceessful defence of the fort and trea-
sury, but to be used only in case of an out-
break :—To each sepoy, 100 rapees ; to cach
naik, 3003 to each havildar, 500. Native
commissioned officers to be rewarded in
proportion, at the discretion of government ;
and a speeial reward of 5,000 rupees to be
given to the senior mative officer, or to the
one who most distinguished himself in the
defence aud preserving the loyalty of the
regiment. The promise was duly promul-
gated on the outbreak ocemrring ; hut, after
holding firm for some time,
ordered, by a subaliddar named Heera Sing,
to be opened, and the officers were told to
save themselves, and eventually escorted to
a place of comparative safety. Captain
Macdonald and his offizers remained in the
fort to the very last, and only left it on the
gates being foreibly opened, and their lives
iu the greatest danger, with no hope of
being of the least use,

1 was roused on the report of the two
signal-guns, and was quickly on horseback, I

roceeded to rouse iy assistant, Lieutenant

itchie, and Assistaut-surgeon Cotes, wha
resided in the next bungalow, While there,
Lieutenant Barnes, artillery, galloped up,
begging us to aid in bringing away Mrs,
Walker and child, whose carriage had
been fired at four or five times by mounted
troopers. We immediately hastened to
assist, and succeeded in getting out of the
station upon the Odeypoor-road, sad by
this time fites were appearing in all dirce-
tions, Having seen the party safe to the
village of Daroo, Licutenaut Ritchie and I
returned towards cantonments, in the hope
of assisting fugitives. We met the officers
of the 1st cavalry, but no others, and, after
liovering about the burning station till day-
light, we set out tor Daroo.”

the gates were

_ A mnote flfom Moornm, a small town about |
eighteen miles cast of Neemuch, dated the |
Oth of June, stated, that *all the oflicers l

of the 72nd, with their wives amd children,
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are safe and well;  likewise: Dr. and
Mrs. Hockin, Captain and Mrs. Laurie,
and Lieutenant Williams, of the 21st regi-
went,  Captain  Lioyd and Lieutenant
Ritchie have also escaped. We kear that
il tue officors of the Tth regiment (Gwa-
lior contingent) have also eseaped; but
the fate of the four officers of the Ist

- Bengal cavalry, and two officers of the

Bengal artillery,is too melancholy to think
of. We have two sergeants with us, Taylor
and Horue. We are en roufe to Neemuch,
with some Kotah troops under the com-
mand of Major Burton, and expeet to be
at Neemuch on the 8th, We hear that
there is only one bungalow standing at
Neemuch.”

“The subjoined narrative of Ensign Daven-
ort, belonging to thewd2th regiment of
ombay native infant ho happened to
be at Negmuch at this juncture, thus de-
seribes the circumstances attending the com-
mencement of the ontbreak, in a letter from
QOdeypoor »—

“About a week before the mutiny I
volunteered to do duty with the Gwalior
contingent (7th infantry) I was ordered
to take up my %uarters in the fort, where
Maedonald and I remained day and night
with the right wing (thice companies.)
'The left wing (five companies) was quar-
tered in a vacant hospital, some quarter of
a mile distant from the fort, On the

| night of the 8rd, Macdonald and I lay

down in our clothes, but not to sleep, as
we had reasom to suspect that all was
not right. At half-pnst 11 ».ar., we were
aroused by the report of a gun, which in
few minutes was followed by another. This
wus the signal for the row to commence;
and many moments had not passed when
we saw our houses blazing all round. Lien-
tenant Gurdon, who was at the hospital
with the left wing, under the command of
Lieutenant Rose, also at the hospital, was
aroused by a subahdar telling him that
guns had been fired, and the distnrbance
comimenced. Lieutenant Rose and he got
the men out of the hospital, and marched
them to join us in the fort. A shot was
fired on the way to the fort (it was said by
a sepoy) at Lieutenant Rose. When they
had joined us, we placed the men along the
ramparts, served out ammunition to them,
and ordered them to load. They obeyed
all our orders with apparent cheerfulness ;

and one and all swore to defend the place |

the gate, with '_a' subahdar of nenrly fifty
years’ service, t\ru,Eul?wpea_n sergeants, and |

twenty picked men. We remained in the
most anxions state of suspense for nearly
four hours, during which time we saw
cavaly men riding about and thrusting
lighted torches, placed at the end of Jong
poles, into the thatch of the bungalows,
when we beard the 72nd Bengal native
infantry, the Bengal cavalry, and artillery
approaching, Just as they passed the
political agent’s house, about 200 or 800
yards from the fort, two more guns were |
fired. This was the signal for the Gwalior
men to be up and doing. Tmmediately on
these guns being fired, my old hero of fifty
vears” standing ordered his picked and brave
men to lower the gate, which I did my best
to prevent; and for my pains received a
gentle intimation, that if I did not hold my
tongne and be quiet, I shiould be treated to
a little cold steel in the shape of a dazen or
so of bayonets. I then asked them to let
me go and report progress to the major:
this they granted. I made my report;
after which Maedonald, Rose, Gurdon, and
myself went among the men, who were
assembled in the courtyard fixing bayonets.
Macdonald addressed the men to no pur-
pose. We then tried to take away the
colonrs, but this they would not permit,
They then took us outside the gate and told
us to go; and on our hesitating, =aid if the
Bengal infantry, cavalry, and artillery saw
us we should be murdered, and that they
could not, and would not, try to save us.
We then went away. Maedonald and my-
self, having lost our horses, had to walk to
Baree beyond Duno, about thirteen miles
from Neemnch, where we met several others
in the same plight as ourselves. We had
not been there long before the villagers in
affvight—it having been reported that the
cavalry was after us—4old us to take our-
selves elsewhere. We started from Baree
about 1 #ar. on June 4th, and afier three
hours’” mavch nnder a broiling snn, reached
Chota Sadree. Here we got a little to cat
and drink, and were joined by a large
number of women and children.
about two hours’ stay at this place we were
sent away, our party now consisting of about |
fifteen ren, six women, and ten children. |
We travelled all night, getting to Burra |
Sadree at 6 a.m. of the 5th of June. |
We got uothing to eat till two o'clock; |
and after partaking of some kind of stew, |

with their lives. I was placed to defend | gof on our legs again, the villagers having |

e
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reported that an attack bad certainly been
jatended, but that during the night, an
express had arrived from the Shahzadah at
Mundesore, ordering all the faithful to. re-
pair to that place forthwith, and assist in
repelling the attack made upon it by the
Mhow column,

On examining the position held by the

| vebels after their departure, the bank of the

{ June had spared.

e e ——

intrenchment was found scooped out in
numerous places, to allow of men being well
covered while firing upon the fort, the
general appearance being that of a rabbit-
warren.
The following memoranda of the siege of
N‘%gpmch may not be uninteresting :~—
Noyember 8th..—About 5 p.:m.the enemy
appeared before the fort: a reconnaissance
was made by the 2nd Bombay cavalry,
under Captain Bannister, in which Lieu-
tenant Stapleton’s (1st Bengul light cavalry)
charger was mortally wounded by a round

shot from the enemy. The enemy were

seen to be in force, with several guns, their
number supposed to amount to about 4,000.
Our cavalry returned ahout sunset,

“It having been determined that, with
our small force of only about 400 effective
fighting-men, we could not meet the enemy
in the field, the cavalry, with some baggage,
marched out into the neighbouring country
in the early morning. About 8 a.m. the
enemy came into the station, burning the
houses that the mutineers of the 8rd of
The gaemy had fired a
few shots from a large gun placed near the
village of Nixongunge; but our shells from
the &-inch mortars interfered with their
shooting a good deal. Their sharpshooters
took possession of some outhouses and the
intrenchment, and kept up a heavy fire.
Lieutenant Williams, 21st grenadier Boin-
bay native infantry, was struck by one of
them to-day, the bullet going through his
hat and tearing his forehead above the left
eye—rather a narrow escape. A Banda
man of the 2ud cavalry was also grazed on
the jaw by a bullef, either on the 9th or
10th. The fire of the enemy from their
guus was very slack from the 9th to the
10th ; on some days, a few round shot being
fired against the fort) and on others none at
all. On the 11th, Licutenant Barnes, Ben-
gal horse artillery, was struck by a bullet
while looking over a parapet early in the
morning; the ball entered above the nipple
of the right breast, and was cut out of the
armpif. This day the cavalry made a diver-

216

siou, coming into Nixengunge, and entting
up some dozen or so of the enemy theve,
and drawing the enemy ont of the intrench-
ments, under the fire of our 24-pounder,
which let info them with round shot. The
cavalry was the 6th troop, under Lientenant
Farquharson, with Dieutenant Stevenson
(2nd Bombay Europeans), and Lieutenant
Stapleton (1st Bengal light cavalry), as su«
balterns: the enemy came ont n great
force, and attempted to surround it with
their cavalry. Some of the Odeypore
troops, who accompanied our cavalry, had
several of their number destroyed by the
enemy. The loss of our cavalry was two
men, and one or two slightly  wounded.
The plan of the enemy was to keep up a
pretty smart matchlock fire in the early™
morning and in the evening; at mid-day
they did not fireimueh—perhaps they were |
eating their dinners and sleeping.
fire was kept wp from outhouses near the
fortified square, and from the lines of cirs
cumvallation thrown up round the fort,

This ' |

batter one of the curtains. Some of the shots ,

|
!
“Nov, 19th.—An attempt was made to J‘
|
|

hit the curtain, some woent over the fort altos
gether, and some fell inside; one of the last |
went Into that partition of the fort in which |
the post-office was kept, and broke the table
of Lieutenaut Rose (25th Bombay native
infantry), the postmaster, who, lackily, was
not sitting at it. Their attempt at breach-
ing having failed, the enemy seem to have
determined to try to take the place by esca-
lade: secordingly, on the 21st, between 4
and 5 A.v., they made the attempt in the
dark; but the garrison were not to be
caught napping, and beat them off, they
leaving four ladders and a standard on the |
ground ; the standard, a holy green Mussuls |
man affair, was brought in by Tecka Bing
and Mulam Khan, both of the 12th Bombay
native infantry ; the former was a havildar,
and is to be promoted to a jemadarship ; the
latter is promoted from private to havildar,
“On the 22nd (early morning), it was
found that the enemy had left the place en |
route for Mundesore : it has since been learnt
that they met the Mhow column and Jost
their guns; and that numbers of them
were slain,  Lieutenant Brett, 2nd Bombay
cavalry, and two of her majesty’s 83rd, died
of sickness during the siege. On the 22nd |
(evening) the cavalry returned to ecamp.
There scems to be some eonfusion in the |
papers as to what defences the garrison of
Neemuch were surrounded by during the
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siege; to dispel which I give you the follow-

| ing explanation :—The fort of Neemuch

is ‘a common fortified square, about as
large as a big serai. Outside this, and
surrounding it, except on one side where
a stream runs, at a distance of about
300 yards or so, on an average from
the centre of the fort, yun a succession
of salient and re-entering angles of the
parapet and bouguette, with a ditch on the
outside, Of course, so vast a length of
lines could only be kept by thousands, and
were uscless—worse than useless—to the
small garrison of Neemuch, but very useful
to the enemy, who occupied them on the

' first day, and kept on firing from them every

day that they remained in Neemuch. It is
said that these lines were made at the sng-
gestion, or requisition, or order, and some
say at the expense, of one of General Law-
rence’s assistant politicals, who is officiating
political agent, Mewar; and they were
cornmonly called after him, ¢Showers’
ditch.” They are now heing levelledynd
may be considered as of the past.”,

The departure of the rebel force from
Neemuch had not been cormmanded before
it was wanted ; although the aceession of its
pumbers was unavailing in the contest be-
fore it. On the morning of the 8th of
November, the Malwa contingent, nnder
Major Timins and Lieutenant Mills, was at-
tacked at Mehidpore by the Vellaitees, Ro-
hillas, and Mokranees, aided by the bud-
wmashes of the city. The insurgents were
led by the amildar (or native police officer of
Mehidpore), and numbered between 4,000
and 5,000 men, armed with matchlocks,
swords, and spears. The force opposed to this
host consisted of 250 men of the contingent,
with the two officers named ; and after mam-
taining a gallant but unequal fight, from
seven in the morning until three in the after-
noou, the loyal troops were compelled to
retire from the scene of contest with the loss
of their guns. The Mussulmans of the
coatingent refused to obey their officers,
and joined the enemy, who forthwith grati-
fied their revenge by murdering several of
the Furopeans, among whom were Lieun-
tenant Mills, Dr, Carey, and two sergeant-
majors, They then pinndered and set fire
to the station. Major Timins escaped in
the direction in which the Malwa field force,
under Brigadicr Stuart, was supposed fo be
advancing ; but the fate of his lady and
other Europeans at the station, remained
for some time unknown. At length, on the

YOL. II. 2

13th of the month, Mrs. Timins reached the
English camp at Jehampore in safety, having
been compelled to disguise herself in male
attire, to escape the pursuit of the rebels.
The following telegram, from Captain Mayne
to the governor-general, annonnced the in-
telligence of the affair at Mehidpore :—
“ Camp, Jehampore, Nov, 13th, 1857,
¢“Mgchidpore was attacked by the rehel
force from Bunnuggur at 8 a.a, on the 8th
instant, they having first {ired the station.
The infantry and artillery of the contingent
assembled near the artillery lines, and the
guns opened on the rebels, who were under
cover of the bungalows and their enclosures.
The Mehidpore contingent infantry mostly
behaved shamefully, refusing to attack
when led on by thewr officers. The subah-
dar-major opened his jacket as the rebels
approached, took ont a green flag, and

hosted it. Onlya portion of the artillery
stood to their guns, and, at noon, the rebels
advanced and took them. The contingent
troops then fied, and their officers were
forced to escape, escorted by a faithful
band of the 2nd Gwalior cavalry, TLieuns
tenaut Mills is killed, and Dr. Carey re-
ported to be so. Major Timins left his
wife in the city of Mehidpore, and fled
towards Oojein with ILieutenant Dysart,
joining our camp at Bunnuggur on the 10th
instant.  That night, the Hyderabad econ- |
tingent force, under the command of Major

Orr, started for Mebidpore, parties of the

1st, 8rd, and 4th gavalry, going in advance;

but on reaching that station, they found it

evacuated, the rebels having taken with them |
two 12-pounders, fouy 9-pounders, and sixty

c}zrt-loada of ammunition and plunder.”

" On the morning of the 1llth, the ad-
vanced body of cavalry, led by Captain
Abbot, of the 1st regiment, reached Mehid-
pore, which they oceupied without resis«
tance, the rebels having evacuated it. the
previous day. On the 12th, he marched
out with 337,0f the lst, 3rd, and dth
Hyderabad cavalry, and “overtook the in-
surgents, to the number of about 500, with
two guns, at Hawnl, where they had re-
solved to make a stand. They were imme-
dintely attacked and dispersed, leaving a
hundred dead upon the field, with two
9-pounder guns, and a large gquantity of
ordnance stores. .In the pursmt that fol-
lowed, the enemy abaudoned three guus,
which they had taken from Mehidpore,
with two others of larger calibre; seized by
them at Bunnuggur. Upon this occasion
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the casualties wers inconsidevable-—one offi-

cer only being setiously wounded. Of the
enemy, seventy-six prisoners were taken,
who were tried by drum-head court-martial
at Mehidpore, snd shot for being in rebel-
Yion against the government. On the 12th,
part of the force crossed the Chumbul, and
encamped on the other side, two' marches
from Mundesoly, near which some 8,000

| rebels were reported to have taken up a

position. ~ The troops continued inactive
until the 21st of the month, ‘when the
enemy, under Heorn Bing, attacked the left
front, hut were driven: back into Munde-
sore with heavy loss. The cavalry pursued
the rebel commander and his escort into
a fortified village about ten miles from
Mundesore, on the Neemuch-road, swhere
the main body of the rebel force ap-
peared in strength, and displayed its stan-
dards.  On the 28vd, Brigadier Stuart’s
main column came up, and marched in
quest of the mutineers, with whom it at
length met, drawn up in a strong position,
having the village of Goorareea m their
centre, and considerably outflanking, by
their humbers and arrangement, the Bi-
tish force, whose artillery speedily silenced
a battery of five guns, afterwards captured
by a party of the 14th light dragoons.
The enemy were then driven from their
position with heavy loss; but a body of
them took shelter in the village, and con-
tinued to hold it with great determination.
While thus engaged in fronf, the garrison
of Mundesore sallied out, and attacked the
rear of the force, but were repulsed with
loss by the rear-guard, which had been
timely strengthened in anticipation of the
atta.c{. On the 25th, the rebels, dispirited
by successive defeats, evacuated Mundesore
during the night, and retired on Nagurh,
in the direction of Rampoorah. By this
movement, Neemuch was effectually re-
lieved from any danger on the Mundesore
side. Shortly after this faet was ascer-
tained, the Malwa field force returmed to
Mhow, where Major-general Rose was ap-
pointed to the commaud, vice Brigadier
Stuart,

The subjoined account of some of the
movements of the foree is interesting :—

¢ Mhow, December 25th, 1889

“The Malwa field force having veturned

hither, I purpose giving you a brief sccount

. of our journey from the time we left Mun-

desore.  On the morning of the 2nd inst.
we left that place, and arrived at Mehid-
218

pore about 8 aom, on the 9th, where we
found that the work of devasiation had
been carried to a fearful extent. Not a
vestige of anything ‘Furcpean was to be
seen, except the h ruined
walls of those bungalows in which but re-
cently our countrymen and their familiies
happily dwelt. There were fearful traces
of the recent battle fought between Or's
column: and the Mehidpore mutincers, ag
well ag the victory gained over the 'latfer.
Rambling amidst the rnins, I strayed into
a maugo-tope only a few paces from the
main road; and there T counted fifty human
gkeletons; and a short distance from' the
residency, down a little valley, eighteen
more. It was, 1 think, obvious to all of
us, that, at the time we entered the place,
a great number of rebels were still shel
tered there; for on onr approach, the native
artillery lines were set fire to, as if to ac-
quaint us with their presence and their un-
sated vengeance. It is quite clear the fire
could not have arisen from spontancous
combustion; and had the inbabitants of
Mehidpore—who now  professed to be
stanech friends to the government—de.

sired to prove their loyalty, they ecould

casily have apprehended the scoundrels who
dared thus to moek British aathority, espe-
cinlly as the rebels weve declared to have
fled some days previois to our arsival.. On
the following morning we murched en
goule to Qojein, and from thenee to Iudore,
whete we arrived on the morning of the
15th, all expecting to be ealled wpon to
demand' from the native inhabitants a *“set.
tlement of accounts,” in atonement for the
blood of not our countrymen, but our help-
less countrywomen and children, who were
brutally murdered by those acoursed In-
doreans, who are now, according to the
statement of Colonel  Durand, * sutisfacs
torily” settied with, and are fondly petted
by those to whom we liave all along been

Jooking wp, with yatience and anxious

glanees, for the word to march, and inflict
upon such miscreants the punishrent they
so richly deserve.” !

At this time;, the nateral excitement of
the Tluropeman troops against the native in-
habitants of the towns that had revolted,
still prevailed in an inteuse degree; and
every instance of lmiency shown fo the
latter, whether merited by exceptional cir-

cumstances, or not, was imperfectly under- |

stood, and bhecame a source of disappoint-
ment and dissatisfaction to those who con-
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sidered British soldiers’ in India -only
properly employed whim carrying out wea-
sures of vengeance ancl retaliation,

Proceeding northward, we find treachery
and rehellion trampled down by the iron
heel of the authority that had been in-
sulted in that divection; and the vigour
| and decision of Mr. Montgomery, judieinl
| commissioner for the Punjab, ns deseribed
in the following letter addressed officinlly
to the commissioner of Sirsa, was con-
gidered as entitling the former gentleman
to high and merited encomium, for the
example he had afforded to others invested
with similar powers. |
| ¢ Lmhore, Novembor 7th, 1857,

“ 8ir,—I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of November 3rd,
submitting the vernacular proceedings of the
case of Noor Swmund Khan, nawab of
Runcea; and, in rapl-{; to communicate the
following remarks:—I gather from the pro-
ceedings, that on davger threatening the
district of Sirsa in May lust, the superinten-
dent, Captain Robertson, summoned the
nawab of Runeen (the prisoner in this ease,
and who with his family receive a pension
from government of 5,760 rupees per an-
num), and directed him| to raise a small
force, horse and foof, for [the protection of
Sirsa; which he did, and & sum of money
/was advanced to meet the cost of maintaining
| them. The nawab was present in Sirss,
with his men, when the outhresk toolk place.
Tliere is evidence to show that the nawab
aad his men, instead of proteeting the town,
joined the plunderers, and that « portion of
the plunder was sent to his house in carts;
also, that he was proclaimed ruler of the
country ; and that, as such, he wrote a letter
deprecating the conduct of certain parties
who had made an inread into fis territory.
Gohur Ali Khau, the unele of the prisoner,
| was with him at the time, and has since
been apprehended and hanged.

“The commission finds the prisoner, Nz-
| wab Noor Bunnund Khau, guilty of treason
against the state, by having eaused the king
of Delhi to be proclaimed as king, and him-
self as ruler of the country, and passed
sentence of death on him; but inasmuch as
he does not seem to have been guilty of
murder, and cousidering an example no
| longer unecessary, the case is referred for
my final orders.  Of the nawab’s guilt there
can be no doubt. He, as also his ancestors,
long enjoyed pensions, favour, and consi-
deration from the British government. In-

stead, thercfore, of siding the local autho- |

rities, who reposed confidence in hir, and
whom he professed to serve, he joined the
rebels with his adherents, and caused himsclf

to be proclaimed ruler,  Although murderis

-

not actually proved to have been committed

by himself, yet the city of Sirsa was entirely
plundered and destroyed, as were also the
government offices; treasure and pmpt;tg
belonging {0 ‘government carried off, a;
the prisoners released from gaol. A number
of lives are known to have been sacrificed,
of which there is mo record. I consider i,
therefore, imperative to make examples of
such men as the nawab. 'The leaders must
feel that veugeance will assuredly overtake
them. Merey, in this instance, would be
weakness, and would encourage others to
rebel hercafter. 1, therefore, with the eon-
currence of the chief commissioner, sentence
him, Neor Suunund Khan, nawab of Runees,
to Be hanged.

#The sentence 1s to he carried out withont
delay.—T have; &e.,
“ 1. Monraomery, Judicial Commissioner.”’

Crossing’ from the north-west to almodt
the south-eastern extremify of Bengal, we
find the town and district of Chittagong,
witich vwas ceded to the British in 1760,
subjected, in November, to the veual conse-
quences of a mmtinous outbreak.  On the
night of the 156th of the month, some com-
panies of the 84th regiment of native in-
fantry rose npon their officers, whom, how-
over, they did not harm. First plandering
the treasury of about three lacs of rupees,
they liberated the prisoners in the gaol,

killing a burkandaze who resisted them; |
and then, baving fired their cantonments, |
they blew up the magazine and left ‘the |

towmn, taking with them three government

elephants to earry their booty. 'Avoiding |
the main road to Tipperah, through fear of |

being intercepted at a ferry on the route,
the mutineers hurried on the way towards
8ylhet, where they halted for a short time

to deliberate on their further procecdings;
and being there reinforced by the accession |

of a number of armed vagabonds from the
adjacent villages, they subsequently took
the roate to Mongapore, through the jungle,
in order to avoid the chance of being inter-
cepted. !

‘The report of Captain Dewool, com- |

manding the 84th regiment of native in-
fantry at Chittagong, affords the following
detail of this affair, which fortunately in-
volved no loss of European life.
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“ Chittagong, November 24th, 1857,

* I have the honour to report, for the in-
formation of Major-general Sir J. Hearsey,
K.C.B.,, commanding the presidency divi-
sion, that, on the evening of Wednesday,
the 18th instant, about uine o’clock, the
detachment of the 34th regiment of native
infantry routinied, and instantly occupied
the magazine with a strong bogy of men,
Tmmediately npon hearing the noise from
my house, which is quite close to the lines,
I went to the parade in company with Lieu-
tenant Hunter; but upon approaching the
scene of disturbance, hearing the men very
violent and loading their muskets, I directed
that officer to retire, and went forward fo
the mutineers alone. I found a very strong
guard in front of the magazine, who chal-
lenged me, and shouted out in a nost violent
fone, ‘ Don’t care for him! Go away ! you
have no business here !’ X advanced up fo
it, and did my best, with cvery argument I
could use; to persnade the men to their
duty; but a Mohammedan, who was in a
native dress, and wnot in uniform like the
vest, standing out in front, called out in a
loud voice, f The whole detachment is in a
state of mutiny, and we have all determined
to die if it is necessary, Go away!” This
he said shaking his hand in my face, and
using the most violent gestures. A shout

| was then raised, ‘Shoot him! shoot him !’

but a number of voices replied, ‘No! no!
don’t hurt the eaptain”’ Taking encou-
ragement from this, and thinking I might
have some men who would staud by me, 1
sgain endeavoured, by every persuasion, to
bring the men to a sense of their duty, and
appealed to several sepoys by name, who
had previously borne a good “character, to

| think what they were about, and to yemain

faithful to their salt; but they all replied
that they had joined the mutineers, and
that it was not their intention to withdraw.
A shout was again raised, Shoot him!
shoot him !’ which was again negatived;
and at the same mowent two or three sepoys,
with their muskets at the charge, came at me.
Not liking this demonstration, [ stepped
back a few paces, and got out: of the crowd,
which was gradnally getting round me; a
Sikh of No. 4 company ther. pame up, and
giving me & rough push, said, ¢Go away
from this (Hum suk log bigger gya)? Not
a single native commissioned or non-com-
missioned officer, or Sikh, remained by
me; and seeing nothing could be done, T
went to the quarters of Licutenant Hunter,
a0

close by, and found that officer with Licu-
tenant Thomson, walking in the verandah ;
Ltold them hastily what had occarred, upon
which: they armed themselves and imme-
diately went away. I then went to every
house in the cantonment, to give warning
to the residents, but most of them had
already taken alarm and fled. Ultimately
joining the civil surgeon’s {amily, who live
at the extreme end of the cantonment, in
their company I sought to make my owu
escape; bub by this time the parade and all
the road ‘around were covered with muti-
neers, so that we were only able to reach
the next house, where we were detained for
about two hours; we afterwards disguised
ourselves as natives, and, under the guidance
of the collector’s hearers, proceeded. by a
jungle path to the banks of the river, when
with difficulty we got a boat, and dropped
down to the Kortabeea lighthouse, from
whence we returned yesterday. !

“1 have to state that the mutineers plon-
dered the trersury most completely, and in
doing so killed a burkandaze. They also
broke open the gaol, and forced the prisoners
to go with them to carry the treasure; snd
afterwards returrsd to the cantonments,
and blew up the magazine and burned down
the lines. I am happy to say that none of
the European residents have been personally
injured, and that, with the exception of a
horse or two which were taken away to ca
their baggage, the mutineers have left,:ﬁ
private property untouched.

“1 have been informed by a native named
Thakoor Bux, formerly a jemadar of the
Chittagong provincial {)attalion, whom the
mutineers forced to go some distance with
them, that the pay-havildar of No. 4 com-
pany, named Rujub Ali Khan, has assumed

command of the detachment, which, we

hear, hes crossed the XYemny river, and
entered the territories of the rajah of Tip-
perah.

“I took the opportunity while at Kootuh-
deen, to write to the commissioner of Arra-
can, yeporting the mutiny, and requesting
him to send 2 copy of my letter for the in-
formation of the general commanding, which
I hope has been done,—1I have, &e.,

“P.H.K. Dewoor, Captain, commanding

34th Regiment Native Infantry.

“P.S.—Lieutenants Hunter and Thomson |

are in safety.”

Intelligence of the ountbreak at Chitta-
gong reached’ Dacea, a military station of
secondary importance, but the capital of a
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district of Bengal, situated on a branch of
the Brahmapntra, ealled the Booree Gunga,
or Old Ganges, at a few miles distant from
the scene of disorder. Upon the arrival of
the messenger from Chittagong, at 10 p.u.,
the authorities assembled, and resolved, by
way of prevention, to disarm the sepoys of
the 11th native infantry, in garrison there,
amounting to about 260 men. To effect
this, they had no other military force than
a small corps of volnnteers, which had been
for somae weeks in trainiug for active service,
and a few snilors collected under the com-
mand  of Licutenant Lewis; the whole
amounting together to about ninety Euro-
peans.  The volunteers were ordered to
march at once to the collectorate, to watch
the gnard there, while the process of dis-
arming 1t was carvied out, A little before
b .., the sailors, with two mountain how-
itzers, under the command of Lieatenant
Lewis, proceeded to the collectorate, and dis-
armed the guard there, without meeting
with any attempt at resistance, The execu-
tive officers’ guard was soon after marched
in without arms by Lieutenant Rhynd, and
the whole were placed in charge of the
volunteers. Soon after some very heavy
firing was heard in the divection of the Lall
Bagh, a fortified barrack; and an alarm was
given that the men stationed there were
escaping from it by windows in the rear.
The sailors were imwediately marched off
for the Lall Bagh, sitnated a mile and a-half
to the westward of the treasury, detaching on
their way & party to disarm the commis-
sariat guard,  On approaching the Lall
Bagh, Lieutenant M‘Mullin, with two
satlors, went forward to communizate with
the officers in charge; but they were fired
upen, and compelled to retire fo the main
body, which deployed into line, and ad-
vapced.  Immedintely on  this movement
being observed, a severe fire of grape was
opened upon them, in front and flank, from
the barracks, which, having lattice-work
verandinhs, afforded shelter to those who
fired, as loopholes would have done. Tieu-
tenant Lewis, upon this, left his howitzers,
and with two or three gentlemen, who acted
asriflemen, wheeled his men right-shoulders-
forward, and gave the order to charge up
the face of 2 mound, in front of the building
on which some of the mutineers had posted
themselves.  This assault was made in
gallant style, but not without the loss of
several brave men, The wutineers then

fled info the barracks, and were driven from

building to building, along the whole length
of the enclosure; and in the course of the
struggle, a gallant eharge was made upon
the guns, which were taken ; and the sepoys |
then fled by every possible outlet from the

place. During the conflict, Dr. Green, the |
military surgeon, was shot through the
leg, and seriously injured, while attending
the wounded at the hospital. The Rev.
Mr, Winchester, a resident, distinguished
himself in the midst of the fire, by assisting
to carry the wounded from the .ﬁ{;l'd to the
hospital.” The people of the town hehaved

)
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remarkably well, and, with cheers, assisted | .

to drag the captured guns and tumbril to
the collectorate, and seened to look on with
admiration when the sailors, having made'a
prize of the drum and fife belonging to the |
sepoys, marched back to their barracks, !
playing the “ British Grenadiers,” In this |
short but spirited affair;, there were engaged |
ahout ninety Furopeans against 260 native |
soldiers, having among them twenty-six
golundauzes; the whole of the mutineers |
being fully prepared for the struggle when« !
|

ever 1t might happen—the pouches of many
of them being found to contain sixty rounds
of ball cartrnidge, besides a number of the
latter concealed in their beds and other |
places. Of the Huropeans, one was killed, [
and eighteen wounded—three mortally. {
The subjoined report from Ticutenant
Dowell, R.A., commanding at Dacea, fur-
nishes the official account of the oecurrence
at that place.
 Dacca, November 22nd, 1857.
¢ 8ir,—1 have the honour to inform you
that, in consequence of intelligence received
by express at 5 r.u. last evening, from Mr.
Metealfe, judge of 'Uipperah, that the three
companies of the 84th native infantry sta-
tioned at Chittagong, had mutinied, plun-
dered the treasury, let loose the prisoners,
and were supposed to be making towards
this station, a meeting, composed of C.T. |
Davidson, Esq., commissioner of the distriet ;
C. F. Carnac, Bisq., magistrate; Lieutenant
Lewis, Indian navy, commanding detach-
ment of European seamen, and myself, was
immediately convened ; at which it way
unanimously agreed that the detachments |
2ud compuny 9th battalion artillery, and |
78rd regiment of native infantry (strength |
as pev margin¥), should be disarmed ‘st day- |
|

* Artillery—1 havildar, 8 naiks, 22 privates.
PDetnchment 73rd regiment native infantry—1 su-

batdar, 2 jemadars, 12 havildars, 8 neiks, 4 drum- [ |
mers, 201 sepoys. g
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. fear, and continned to hold their courts as

| torieal velebrity in this country as the “Nepaulese |

| former prime minister of Nepaul, whose death paved

i munder-in-chief of the army, end, (n due time,
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unfordable, and the order was given to ve-
tire. ' Upon the retreat becoming known to
the rebels, their courage and spirits became
extravagantly: exuberant; they fired volley
after volley, laughed, dauced, and hootéd
the retiring foree, until the men were half
mad with rage and vexation. They, how-
ever, obeyed orders, and again reached the
long grass, having sustained no other casu-
alty than four rank and file wounded by
spent shot. The troops returned to Jelpi-
goree the same might, quite knocked-up
with their fruitless march of eighty miles in
twenty-three hours, i

A letter from Soodharam, in East Ben.
gol, of the 7th of December, referred to s
}Jar-ty of the Chittagong rebels in the fol-
owing terms:— Certain intellizence has
at last yeached this, that the Chittagong
mutineers have passed Cornillah and An-
gertollah, and may by this time have gone-
beyond Sylhet. They have been precipi-
fate in their flight, and have committed but
little damagé on their way. It appears
that the fellows spent very freely the money
they carried away from the collectorate of
Chittagong; and several of them who car-
ried the treasure contrived to separate
themselves from their companions on the
way, and went off with bags of the stolen
money. . The fact became known in conse-
quence of the police apprehending all strag-
glers ; and monay, to the amonut of five or
six thousand rupees, was thus recovered
and accounted for. The inhabitants of
Corpillah were seized with pauie, which
lasted several days; during which, the
wealthy elasses Temoved with their families
to more seeurc localities. The magistrate,
colleetor, and judge, were the only persons
among us who did not show any signs of

usual’ with a few amlahs.””—At Tirhoot,

* This individual, who has long attained an his-
Ambassudon,” of jowelled memary, was g nephew of &

the wiy for the exaltation of his young relative ; the
latter, under his uncle's snoeessor, Losoming com-

passessing  himself of almost sovereign’ authority,
His visit to, and reception in, this country, gn-at!‘y
strengthened his position in his own; and shortly
after his return home, lie caused a marringe to be
concluded between his danghter, then six years old,
and the helr-apparent fo the Nepaulese throne, then
in his ninth year. When the revolt broke out ia
British India, Jung Bahadoor exercised paramount
authority in Nepdal, and tsok every opportunity to
evinee his friendly disposition towards the Engl}ish'.
224

about the same date, some apprehension

was entertained of danger from Jelpigoree;
but as' the division yof the 73rd regiment
there bad a lurge proportion of the hill
tribes in its ranks, snd had hitherto acted
loyally, the alarm subsided before any
serious inconvenience resulted from it.  The
districts of Chittagong and Dacca were
shortly afterwards well supplied with troops
for their protection, and confidence was re~
stored among all classes of the inhabitants,
who, time, were left in the enjoyment
quillity.

The arrival of Jang Bahadoor, prime
inister and commander-in.chief of Ne.
paul,® with a large foree of Ghoorkas, in-
tended to co-operate with the British

troops in the restoration of order, was

announced  in the Calewtta Guazelte of the

19¢h of December, in the following termg;—

“ General Order of the Bengal Government.

“The mabarajah, Jung Bahadoor, prime.

minister and commander-in-chief of Nepaul,

will shortly enter the plains of Hindostan,
at the head of a large force destined

to co-operate with the British troops in
the restoration of order in the British
provinces.

“The right honourable the governors
general in eouncil directs, that the eivil and
military authorities of the principal stations
through which his excellency 'may ' pass,
shall unife in paying to his excellency the
houour and attention which are due to his
exalted station. :

“At every principal military station,
post, and earap, a salute of seventeen guns
will be fired in honour of the maharajah,
Jung Babadoor; a salute of thirteen guns
in honour of the maharajah’s second in
command, General Runodeep Sing; and
salutes of eleven guns each in Lonour of
Generals Bukht Jung and Khurg Baha-

by mets of kindness and protection fowards such of
them as were compeiled to seek shelter within his
territory, of which the following instance (smong
othiers) may be cited in proof i—=About the middle
of June, 1857, fifteen Europeans, (sevey gentlénen,
three lndies, and five ehildren) escaped from' the
Qude mutineers into the jungie repion of Nepaul,
snd sought refiige in & post siation, or serai, about
ten doys' journey from Goruckpore, and eightecy
from Khatmandoo, The officer a8t the latter plucs
reported the occurrence, and ashod for instructions,
when he speedily veceived the following reply :—
“Treat them with every Kindness; give them ele-
shants, &e., and escort them safely to Goruckpore,”
The place indicated was at the time in the possession
of the Enyglish, and was also the nearest dik station
to the Nepaulese territory. '

la.p. 1857,
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“The maharajah, Iung Bahadoor, will
be accompanied by Brigadier-general Mac-
gregor, OB, in the eapacities of ‘military
commissioner and governor-genaral’s agent;
and all civil authorities in« the distriets
through which the Neépuulese camp may
pass, are hereby required to give immediate
witention to all requisitions which may be
‘addressed to them by that officer,” '
The ramour of proffered assistance from
Nepaul,* was ‘at first received with some
dearee of incredulity, inasmuch as it had
‘become known; that au offer of troops,
which had'been made: by Jung Baliadoor at
an early period of the rebellion; had been
somewhat ecurtly declined. Tn that in-
stance, the proposition fiom Nepaul was to
place three: bodies; of 1,000 men each, at
the service of the Anglo-Indian govern-
ment—one party to act in Qude, and the
other two in the Lower Provinces : but as
such disposition of the force would have
lind the effect of isolating them upou their
respective fields of aetion, and a very na-
tural suspicion existed as to the fealty of
any native covereign whatever, it  was
deemed prudent to decline the offer. At ay
later period, Jung Bahadoor renewed his
friendly proposition—this  time extending
the number of troops to 10,000 for service
in Oude; and his offer was aceepted. The
fact had no soduer become known through
the official announcement above quoted,
than curiosity was aetively employed iu
efforts ‘to discover the price at which the
extraordinary and, under the circumstances,
unexpected nid would be furnished. Vari-
ous surmises were broached upon the sub-
ject ; and, among others, the restoration to
Nepaul of the Qude Perai—a district on its

door, commanding divisions i’ the Ne-

‘southern frontier, consisting of a strip of

* Nepaul is sbout equal in extent to England, and
is one of the few remnining independent states of
Northern India; comprising the southern slopes of
the Himalaya mountam ehain, which forms its north-
ern boundary; having on the west and south sides
the British territories of Behar ‘and Oude, and, on
the, enst, Kumaon,. The region is distinguished by
its giant, mountaine, which separate it from Thihet;
by the dense forest jungle of* the Terai, on the Oude
frontier; and by s beautiful valley, in which the
capital, Khatmandeo,js sivuated, and whioh is coversd
with flourishing towns and villages, lixuriant fields
and picturesque streams,  The climate of Nepaul is
temperate and healthy. The imbabitants, sbout two
milliona in aumber, comprise Glioorkas, Newars,
.Bhol.ias, Dhanwars, und anjees; but the Ghoor-

kas are the dominaak race.  The Newnrs arve the
VOL. 11, 2a

-ﬂwajnpﬁ' forest-land, thirty miles broad,
lying hietween the plains’ and the lills,
which had formerly 'been ceded to the
British government-—was suggested; the
valne of the equivalent being somewhat

awkwardly depreciated by the Caleulta

press, which deseribed the territory us of uo
earthly use to the English, and therefore
as very proper to be ceded in return for
valnable gssistance in a time of need !/

By another authority (probably self-con-

stituted), it wds announced that Jung
Bahadoor had applied to the government
for ‘the grant of a tract of land in the
northern part ¢f the Oude district, with the
right and title of prince, *“protected” by
the British government. His highness, it

was said, was well aware that his present

exalted position, won as it had been by
sheer evcrgy and indomitable strength of
chiracter, was, at best, a precarvious one,

especially in a court like that of Khatman- |

doo—famous for infrigues of wnusual cun~
ning and hardihood ; and he felt, that were
he the ruler, recognised as an ally by the
Brtish government, of ever so small a
principality, even, though it was but a strip
of terai, trans-Gogra, it would give him
such status and position among his un-
serupulous adversaries’ round the throne of
Nepaul, as would render him safe from
thewr machinations, and permanently secure

to him the influence he had already sc-

quired in the government of that country,
However the guestion .of remuneration
for service in tha field might be disposed of,
it is certain that the stout hearts and sharp
kookrees of Jung Bahadoor's Ghoorkas very
soon found gop#tunity fo prove their met-
tle upon tﬁl encmy of their friend and
ally.  Upon emerging from the mountain
passes that form the southern boundary
oft Nepaul, the maharajah, Jung Bahudoor,

aboﬁfines of Nepaul, and are the artisans of the
kingdom ; while the Ghoorkas are hardy soldiers:
the other three tribes are chiefly cultivators of the
oil. Inthe latter half of the last century, Nepaul
was for & short time a dependency of the Chinese
empire ; bui a treaty of commerce with the Anglo-
Indian government, in 1782, enabled it to throw off
Chinese supremacy, and: establish its own indepen-
dence.  Tn 1512, the East India Cowpany made war
upon NeKnuI, and narrowly escaped ignominious
defeat. peice ensued, which lasted luntil 1818,
‘when another ruptare oceurved. After a shoit bub
severs struggle, in which the soldierlike qualities of
the Ghoor were entablished, a treaty of amity
gueceeded, which had not since been viclated. &
great portion of the transit trade between Cashmere
and the Chinese empire, passes thraugh_Nepuu!-.
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| with hiy 10,000 Ghoorkas, composed of
| fourteen regiments of infantry, and four
| batteries of artillery of six gnns eagh,
| renched Segowlie-—a frontier town in the
‘ British dowinipns-—on the morping of the
21st of December; and the chief was there
| veceived by the aubboritigs usyembled for
| the purpose, with great demgnstrations of
| respect. The same day the troops yere
| reviewed ; and, on the following mornigg, &
|| brigade marched for Bettiah, and avother
| for Govindgunge. On the 23rd, the maha.
f rajah and the British officery in his suite,
followed the troops o Bettiah, where they
| halted while carviages were collected for
their further progress.
‘ On the 0th of the month, the bagzage
| of the Ghoorka fopce having all been
| conveyed across the Gundah, the army
marched from the yight bank of that viver
to Bimnowlee factory on the following day.
On the Ist of January, 18568, the force
reached Gobernath; and, on the 2nd, ar-
rived 3¢ Parowno—a town of some impor-
taneq iu the Bepgal presidency; where a
- lithographed proclamation of Mahomed Hos-
sein’s was found attached to' the Tehseel-
daree, which notified to the world at large,
that his Nuseeh had risen higher than the
stars, and ¢alled upon all wen o assist him in
the estermination of the Feringhees. Four
hurkandazes were tried at this place for
having taken service under Mahowed Hos-
sein, and three of them atoned for their
erimg by death. On the 8rd, the force
marched to Ramkotali, the gzemindar of
which had been acting under the ¢rders of
Mshomed ; and had his house burped down
as 2 mark of disupprovalbof dhis conduct.
His persoval safety had besn™ecured by a
timely flight. Continwing their route, the
Ghoorka force woved om towards Pree-
praiteh, on the ropd to Goruckpore——the
capital of a district in the presidency of

and sbout 150 miles N'W.N. of Patnas.
The town, which is sitnated on the Raptee,
bad been. for some time in the hands of a
rebel force from Fyzebad; and, from ifs
position in reference to the stations at

* Another correspondent with the army afterwasds
writes upon this subject as follows: —o Funy Balia-
toox's dresd was most magnificent. The first day he
wore the skin of a wild animal for a coat, righly
trimmed with head-bunds of pure gold; his girdls
was of the same, studded with precious stones; his
trowsers of fine cloth of gold. As for his turban, it
was really magnificent: first there was a row of rabies
all rétind it :‘;lmﬁu emeralds; il a broad plate of pure

Al

Beugal, adjoining the Nepaulese dominions,

Agimgurh, Jounpore, and other important
places, its early recovery from the imsun.
gents was desirable. gt

It shonld be ohserved, that provions to
the advance of the Ghoorks force, Jung
Bahadoor had stipulated, that & Buropean
officer should ke attached to each of his
regiments; and, agcordingly, a number of

officers of all arms, with General Maggre-

gor gt their head, were ordered from Oal-
cutta to join the Nepaulese troops. A
deseription of the chief and his army was
giver in a letter fram ope of these officers,
in the following termas :—

* Yesterday, we went to see the maha-

rajah in full durbar. He is a very fine |

fellow, aud made a most favourshle impres-
sion on us all.  He was magnificently
dressed : but, at the same time, in the very
hest taste.® He is accorpauied by two of
his brothers; one of them second in cow-
wmand, and the other withont any specific
appointment. The army, which consists of
about 11,000 men, is formed juto diyisions,
commanded by the Jaug's half-brothers.
Indeed, half the durbar was cowposed of
his hlood relations.  Adter theg darbar,
which did npt last halfan-hour, we went
out to look at the freops., They were
deawn up in lines of regiments one behind
the other, the best, of course, in front; hat
we were very agreeably surprised, both as
to their state of discipline, physigue, and
equipment. They marched as steadily as
any troops I ever saw. Uhe double march
was singularly steady; and they formed
column, square, and deployed, and passed
in review mn a most soldierlike and steady
mauner. Far from realising our precon-
ceived notions of Ghoorka diminutiveness,
they, at any rate in the crack corps, were
giants ; and even those in the non-selected
regiments werg very much larger than in
our Ghoorka battalions. 1 inquired about
their composition ; and General Rumheer
Sing, the second in command, informed
me that, with the exception of seventeen,
they were all pure Gheorkas.t The Jung
is most anxious to get at the enemy.”

At iangth, on the morning of the Gth of

lnrge diamonds in front, with a large waviag plume.
Fancy, bis entiro dress was worth upwards of mx lacs
of rupees (£60,000.) Fis two younjrer hrothers were
with him, of course fressed ‘as 8iperbly, befitting
their high rack in Nepaul”? i tie Th :

+ These hardy soldiers are of Monghol crigin, but
smaller and darker than the real Chinese. “Phey
first beeame familinr to the British by their resolute
soldiecly qualities during our wars with Nepaul ; and

b,
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Fangsiry; the maliarajud, with lits t06ps, st
out from Preepraitch; about ten iniles from
Goruckgore; for tha-"pus«gose of attacking
the rebels at theit plate: the vosd was heavy
| and bhd; - banning, thevigh thick jangls
| almost the entiré Way, and iutérsected by
The foree mirelicd at 7 A,%.,
| and, after praceeding about ﬁm.r:u.i]qa, canie
| upon the jungle, whers it &eparated, otie
brigade Imkin% ground to the right, did
another to the left, for tlie purpose of turning

[* the enemy’s positioh near & Broken bridae

aver a nallah in the centie of the woor.
| The moveitent lad scartely béen completed
| before the centre eoliini of thé Ghaorkas
| game suddenly upbu the rebel foree strongly
posted iu the juiigle. The Ghodrkal guny
| at once opened fire, and for 4 tinle were
 vigorously replied to Both by piihs and
- musketty ; but the eonflict did not last ; for,
on the ndvance of the Ghoorka infin'ry,
the rebele turned dnd fled, ledving bebind
them dn iron gun; with limber dnd bullobks
attached. From thik momeit; for about (ol
 miles through the jlmgle; it becatoe u race
| for life Between the enemy and théir pur
| suers; but the fokmér, spurred on by terror
| of the Ghoovkad; flewr With extiaordiniry
speed, strewing the rodd with their shoes,
- which they cist away to expedite theitr fight.
On arriving at the bridgeé; which the rebéls
had only partially brokeu, a féw sappers wefe
bronght to the front; dnd it was quickly
 repdered passable for thie troopy, who, shoftly
| after crossing, came upon a hudy of vebel
| sowars, whom 4 few rounds bufficed to dis:
perse. * In this iil‘h'(&ticé, the rapid and effet-
tive manner in which the guns wert Hahdled
by the Ghoorkas, elicited the @irptise and
| adrairation of the Europeun officers atiached
to the forcg; they having o lmbers,
{'were drawn by hind, thé truil Eéing sup-
ported on the shoulders of other men.  After
dispersing this body of cavalry the whole
| force reunited and advanced. Upon vench-
|ing the crest of a small emingies in front
- of Goruckyore, the enemy opened fire from
| & elump of trees, i divect lue with the ad-
 vancing columit; but the Ghoorkias, having
brought up their guns to the front, drove
the enemy from his position; and then
although Hirdoids by religion, they have litts in
imsion Wit Hiniohl, &6 sRuidh “atih presadiens
| and exclusiveness ; for do théy sympatiise maturially
| with the inhsbitants of the pléing of Hindostan,
Being natives of a county of Bt limited wealth, they
hive, within the ladt few yea¥s, evinced a rendiness
1o enter the military sérvice of the Comptny us
auxiliary troops; und, 44 such, kave been incorporated

charged ‘en masse.  From thik point it was |
a ruce mto the Station, the Ghoorkas cutling |
up the straggleérs off the Poad with their |
kookrées, The intrenchied position of the |
rebels had been abaudoniad by all bt abon; i
a dozen men, who wees instantly eut down ;

and the chise was continued through the |

fown to the bauvk of the river
frightful slavghter cothtdénded, A |
of the rebeld had sueceeded in arossing by a |
ferry; aid had théy lined the opposite bank |
of the river, and kept up & fite tpon tha |
Ghborkas, many, 5€ not most of their party |
might have escaped with life; bt sauve gui |
peut was the order of the day with them, |

when a |
nimber |

and they all fled in éonfusion; the conse- |
quence was, that, withont order or combina- |
tion, they Decame a mob, and were struck |
down in great numbers, boat-loads of them
being shot, drowned, ot cut to picces, nntil
thie river was a‘ctuallj'y red with their blood, :
. 8o - contintous,” Savs an eve-witness,
“was the file-firing fUr upwards of an hour,
that the maharajah thought the sepoys were
making a stand: he became desperate with
excitement ; and those whi were near him
mist have thouglit we were fighting another
Tokeriann.  Altogether, though no passage
of aris, it was a very vespectable scrim-
mage;” we took six guns, and two things
whick e have called * rumbooruks,’ for want
of a bettér name, mounted on carriages ;
and two uot monnted, besides a little
L-poiinider brought in by the villagers,”

The result of this action was the entive
clearance of the Goruckpors district. The
rebel leadest, Mahomed Hossein, fled to
Tande, a town on the road to Fyzabad, in
the " vicinity of which ke again collected
Lis Séattered forces. The Ghoorkas, for a
fesw days, remaned wpon the field of their
triumiph while waiting for carriag

6L,

e e ey

S T

. A letter from Goruckpore, of lﬁa 12th of .

Jandary, gave the following account of the
state of affiirs at that place :—“This town
has row béen almost a week in our posses- .
sion, and matters me rapidly returaing to
their fornter staté. New thauadais and
tehsealdars are appointed ; several of those
who held post under the Nizam (as Maho-
med Hossein is ealled by the matives), are |I

into a force called the Simoor and Kumaon Battalions,
which upou several peeasions in the earlystages of the
revolt, found apportunity to exhibit their sarnestness
in the eause of their Enropean employars. 'Ihe troops -
of which we ara now treating, form a distinet, body,
employed on a spesial service, and commanded by its
awn chief, the Jung Bahadoor, who was assisted on
the otcasion by a staff of British officers. |
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peing brought in for trial, and execution
jickly follows. Already we see convicts
clearing up the station, and no doubt the
gaol will soon be again as well tenanted as
it was in August last.  No regard is shown
to a man’s former rank: all alike ave made
to do sweepers’ work, so far as clearing up
and remdving rubbish goes. The church,
| which had heen completely dismantled hy
| the rebels (who had taken away ar de-
| stroyed everything removable, and smashed
| the windows), has been eleansed, and the
| writing effaced from the walls; the civil
| offices are crowded with candidates for situ-
ations; and British authority, I am happy
to learn, is being rapidly re-established over
‘the district,

“We expeet hourly the arrival, at Goruck-
| pore, of that consummate villain Mushurruf
' %.lmn,* who was apprebended a few days
since by the raneo of Bustie, but was taken
from her by a powerful’ zemindar of the
‘same district, who is anxious to eurry favour
with the British goveroment, now that it is
again wumistakably in the ascendant. Ten
| men were hung the day after we arrived,
|‘and six on the following day; how many
| more since it is not easy to say, as the gal-
| lows was removed from the conspicuous spot
| it occupied in consequence of an intimation
["from the Nepaulese chief, that it was dis-
pleasing to him to see bodies hanging.
‘ ‘Bustie, where the forcoe will next move to,

is about forty miles from this, and half-way
| to Fyzabad.”

On the 220d of January, the advanced
brigade of Jung Bahadoor’s force had
weached Belwa Bagur on the Gogra, oppo-
site to Fyzabad; and, with the brigades of
General Franks and  Colonel Roweroft,
formed a complete chain on the sonth and
east of Oude, from Fyzabad to within
twenty miles of Allahabad,

It shonld be observed, that early in De-
cember, the brigade under Colonel Roweroft
had moved up the country, in the direetion

® This individoal bad formerly been sentenced o
imprisonment for ©budmashee,” by Mr. Bird, the
joint magistrate of Goruckpore. '\%’hen the station
was abandoned by the British, Mr, Bird alone re
mained ot his post; but his efforts to muintain order
were fruitiess; the gaol was thrawn open, and the
prisoners liberated; and the fisst visitor M. Bird
was honoured with from that undesirable localit ,
wed Mushurruf Khan, who coolly walked into his
house. and, sitting down upon a sofa; informed the
magistrate that ‘he had come to settle the little
accourtt they had between them. Mushurraf Khan
was armed, and accompanied by a number of his
gaol companions.
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Mz, Bird was slone, all police, |

of Goruckpore, where, ultimately, he fstabe
lished communications with Jung Baha-
door, who seut him a reinforeement of 500
men; and with these, the marines, and paval
brigade, the colonel considered it sufe ta
advance against a body of the enemy
encamped at  Sohunpore, on the Litile
Gundah., With the accession mentioned,
Colonel Roweroft’s whole strength only
amounted to 1,100 men, of whom but 160
were Europeans; the enemy, on the other
hand, mustered over 5000 meo, with a
large train of artillery. Leaving his camp
between Myrwa and Mujhowlee, in the |
Sarun district, the colonel, on the 26th of
December, moved forward to attack the
position held by the rebels, snd, after a
sharp encounter, succeeded in dislodging
them, and driving them across the river, - In
the accomplishment of this resuit, the Bri-
tish commander was necessitated to change
his front several times, to prevent the |
enemy from overlapping his flanks, and so |
gradually foreing him to retive without g |
chance of engaging under an accidenital
advantage of groung which he had secured, | |
In the course of the war, there was scarcely |
another instance of an enemy s0 numeris |
cally superior, being forced to retreat hefore i
a force so weak, and with such small loss
to the attacking party—QColonel Roweroft |
baving but four men wounded. By his _.
masterly operations at Schunpore, he foreed N
the rebels out of the district, of Sarun, |
crossed the Little Gundah, and effectually ‘
assisted the ulterior movements ' of the
Ghoorka force. The following i3 the des
pateh of Colonel Roweroft, to the secretary
of government, in reference to this spirited
affair ;— ; 5 1
"Camp, Mujhowlee; on the river Chota Gondah, |
“25 miles west of Sewan, 28th Deo., 1857,
“T have the hononr to report, for the information
of the right honourable ‘the governor-géneral, that |
the field force under my command recsived a rein-

forcement of the Gorucknath regiment of Ghoorkas
(300 strong) on the morning of the 25th of Decom-

gaol-guard, and rajah followers having deserted hin
After s tolerably long stay, the worthy Naih Nazim
left the house, with a promise that he would repeat
his visit before long; in the interim, howéver, Mr.
Bird escaped from the place on an elephant, and got
safely through the jungle to Chuprah. Upon the |
advance of Jung Bahedoor’s force, he acoompanied it
us_joint magistrate of the district: snd upon the |
subsequent recapture of Mushurruf Khan, he had
the satisfaction of hanging his uninvited visitor,
whom he first had paraded in n cart through the |
streets of Goruckpore, where, during the five pre- |
ceding months, he had been aceustomed to ride |
ubout with a species of regal pomp.
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hor, sent on {o join me by forced marches from
Segowlie, by his ‘excellency Mabarajah Jung Baho-
door, and Mr. Samuells; the commissioner. It wos
represented to me strongly that they were | too.
fatigued, foot-sore, and hanpgry, to march again that
day, and that they had been without sleep for two
nights. 1 therefore postponed for the day, thongh
‘zeluotantly, my errangements to move snd attack the
rebels st Sohunpore, seven miles distant, and about
midway between my intrenched camp at Myrwa and
Mujhowlee. About half-past seven on the mornin
of the 26th of December, I marched from camp wi
the foree,* leaving two companies (a hundred men)
of Ghoorkas, and fifty matehlockmen of the Hutwa
rajah's, for the protection of the samp; und of these,
half & company end twenty matchlockmen ta watch
anll secure the narrow causeway bridge over the
river Jurhaee, less thap half & mile in front of my
camp. It was reported to me that the rebels were
posted in the villoge of 'S_nhunp_nre, and in two or
three large topes (woods) close to it, on either side
of the Mujhowlee-road, with # tank with hiﬁ'h banks
close in front of the village on the north,in which
most of the sepoys, and three of their four guns,
were posted. On arriving within litﬂp more than
‘half a mile of the position of the rebels, T formed
line, and took ground to the vight, to turn their lefi
flank, and act more ensily on the tank., During this
movenent, the enemy pushed forward numerous
skirmishers into the topes and ecultivation, and
opened fire of guns and musketry on our line. Our
skirmishers, consisting of the marines, of the
naval brigade, and ' Sikhs, soon returned their fire,
doing much execution umong the enemy, especially
the warines, with the Minié vifle. We also opened
fire with our guna; and a few shells well thrown in
two or three directions, checked the rebels for a
time. I advanced the line a short distance, when
the main body of the enemy rapidly moved to their
right, to join a force previously in position—I
strongly suspect, on our left; their aim apparently
being to surround us with their numbers. 1 changed
our iront immediately to our left.. During this time,
a yillage on our left was steadily and gallantly held
by Lieutenant Burlion (40th rafiment native in-
fmm-y}, with the fifty Sikhs, and 1 sent two compa-
nies of the Ramdull regiment of Gihoorkas, 1o rein-
force him in holding that post, and, if possible, to
capture a gun firing on our left. TLicutenant Burl-
ton reports that Subahdar Himkumal Bushnia (9th
conspany Ramdull Ghoorkas) behaved very gallantly,
constantly eneowraging his men, and, in riding at
one: of the rebels who was attacking Lieutenant
Burlton, 'rnﬁict.inlg, fortunately, only a cut through
- his' turban and helmet, the subahdar was severe
wounded by & tulwar-cut round the left hip, a Sikg
then rnshing up, eutting down, and killing the rebel.
After changing ground to the left, T advanced the
line townydg the enemy; now and then allowing our
guns to throw a shell or two. The enemy made o
show of advancing u short distance, with sbout, fifty
sowars in their front.  After advancing the line a
short distance, two or three ehells were beautifully
itched into the midst of this large body of foot and
Eors‘emen, at 900 or 1,000, yards distance, seattering

* Royal marines, 30 ; naval brigade, 180; Ram-
dull Ghoorke regiment, 500; Gorucknath ditto, 350
(one company of this regiment being st Sewnn, and
twvo in camp); four guns (12-pounder howiizers), two
being mountsin-train ; Captain Rattray’s Sikhs, 50,

‘them in all directions. I am sorry there was no
opportunity to allow of the Ghoorkas joining in a
chaige. The main body then moved rapidly to their
left, a5 if to gain their old position 'in'til:e topes and
villa%a. Our line was changad to the right.  Durin

the former advance and this movement, the rebe
skirmishers were firing from heavy cover on us from
our right and right rear. I ordered the marines 1o
skirmish and cover our right, and: two eotpanies of
the Gorucknaih regiment, who' were placed in. re-
serve {0 cover gur right rear.” The line and skip-

mishers advanced, firing a fow rounds from our guns |

into the topes, and in the direction of the tank.
The vebels seeni: to have had only a rear-guard at
this time left « Bohunpore.  The skitmishers ju-

pidly advanced into the topes, whish we found quiite -

clear of the enemy. Three tents of Bahoo Koer
Bing's n:é:hew, Hurkishen Sing,"were here found
all pitehed,

the tents to Lo burned at onee, 'We then moved to
the right, to fet. on the Mujhowlee-road, and con-
tinwed our aidvance without delay to Mujhowlee,

gome 4ix miles distant. Within about two miles of |
Mujhowlee, we saw . the rear of the rebels entering .

the place’; and on nearing it, I ordered the marines,
and gaﬂ: af the naval brigade, and four companiesof
the Gorucknath regiment, to push on rapidly after
the Bikhs composing the adyance guard, in the hopa
of capturing their guns, crossing tho desp ford of the
Gundah. Tam happy tosay one larga ivan 6-pounder

gun, and limber complete, full of aimunition, was.

tuken near the river. The Sikhs, and some men of
ihie Gorucknath regiment, with Captain Koolpurshad
Sing Bushnial, were among the first down b the
river in cuptur'm% the gun. The cunltivation was so
hervy, and we alvanced on so quickly, it was diffis
cult to ascertain the number o?

Two other tumbrils—one full of ammunition, the othar
of powder—and some carts, were also taken, The
rebels, by all reports and appearances, were 1,100 or
1,200 sepoys, and between 4,000 and 6,000 other

armed men. The Naib Nazin, Mushureaf Khan, was |

present in the action with his foree, and alse Ali X ar.
reent, Moulvie of Fatna, who was first reported. to
have been killed in the action; but now said to have
got nwuy the evening before, 'The governor-general
will be pleased to learn, that this one day's work has
completely cleared the distriet of this Yorde of
matauding rebels, relieving the: many villagos of
their' plundering and oppression.
Mujhowlee and the

ople gladly welcomed us, as
did other people on Lf:g ey

road. The rajah states that

the rebels made sure of surrounding and destroying.

ug, 88 we were so few, and of heing able to getinto

and 8 quantity of grain, &c. ¥ ordered

the rebels killed, .

he rajub of

Chupreh, and to plunder the district. The rajah also. |
states that, with the sepoys, matehlockmen, sword |

and spearmen, the rebels were more than 6,000 or
7,000 strong. I do not think the rebels hud heard
of the arrival of the second Ghoorka regiment on the
25th of December. | I learn from the Mujhowlee
rujah, and other reports, that there must have been
some 120 of ‘the rebels killed, by the number of
bodies since geen in their positions in the fleld.
Hesides man

the ford, amf 8ix in one boat. 1 am happy Lo say we
have had few casaalties. . The gun and busket-firing
of the rebels was too high, their round shot and
matehlock bullets mostly ;

round shot, killing a clhoo{y bearer and a villager in

regiment was -vounded

our rear. A Ghporka private of the Gorucknath
E_v a musket-ball, and alse:
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wounded, a few rebels were killed at |

sassing over onr heads, one |
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one of the magistrate's sowars. It is & marvel none
im the line were hit, for humbers of the round shot,
&e., prssed over or by us; tearing ap the ground, aud
ric’ocﬁatﬁug, hut withaut hitting any one. Thd action
commenced ahiout 10 A8: ; and by halfpast 1 P we
had dispetsed the vebels, dnd deiven them through the

| topes and villnge of Sohunpore,and liad followerl then

up and driven them out of Mujhowlee, and over the
river Gundah by 4 pa.  The troops had 4 hard day's
work, and went through their fatigue most cheer-
fully, T was myself in the saddle for ten heuvrs, or
would have written to you earlier; but I wrote and
reported our advence %nd suceessful sttlanlﬂa_:élr o=
late operation, to Brigadier-genére. acgregor,
1I:rifn Mofhan'ah Jung Baﬁmdmrg,e the same eveﬁ% A
express to Bettiah. We bivouacked for the night
near the river, having marched witbout tents or
biggege, except (wo or three fents for the men of the
naval Firig"u’de, and a faw harkeries for!the ammuni-
tion, and to carry the Gthoorkas and Sikhs in cage of
uceidents during the actioif.
“ [ marched sdgain yesterday morning (27th De«
cember) with a4 détachment of the naval brigade,
two guns, eight companies of Ghoorkas (400 men),
and the Bikhs—crossed the river, and moved throvgh
Salimpore, and about two miles beyond, to the houss
of one Navain Dial Conengae, fotmeprly an assistant
collector, who had been forwarld in murauding and
rivitg aid to the rebels.  His house wes blown up,
ﬁurm, and destroyed. We also moved fo another
village, to the house of one Sungram Lally the
nephew and toomandar of the above, aud destrayed
his house; but neither of the villages was injurced.
‘We returned to catap at half-pnst 4 26,
#1 need hardly say that the woops behaved, as Bri-
tish marinesand seatmen ever do, most excellentlyand

| gallantly : Captain Sotheby was éver ready und pre-

| in the fald.

| poun

sent with the gung; end to afford me every dssistance
&’lpmin Sotheby hay ﬁaid gresl attens
tion o the diill and training of the naval brigade
for Jand gervice, and in quickly training the horses
and 'ponies for the guns—horses for the large 12-

ger guns, and ponies for the three others, and
the senmen to ride and act as gunnerd; and, under
Lieutenant Torner; RN, in chirge of the artillery,
they have had comstant drill and training, and are
now ready and stea‘fg for field service, and were in
the aetion of the 261 Dacember,

* Major Ca
ing Ramdull regimént; Captain Dercedass Opu-
diah, Ramdull regiment; Cuptain Koolpurshad Sin
Bushnial. commanding Goracknath regiment, and aﬁ
the officers of the two Ghoorka vegiments, were
anxions and ready to render good services snd the
men of both regiments were steady and willing in

the field, and kept well to the frofit with the Buro-

pean force,
¢ T respectfully heg to recommend Ca

RN of her majesty’s stean-frigaté Pearl; and all

| the civil, military, and naval officers to the Bivours

able notice of the right Honourable the governor.
genezul,

“I have reports that the rebels left their giva
which played on our left behind thews; it somie well
or junﬁlﬂ at Bohunpore, and also the two guns thiy
are said to have crossed over the river, somevwliére
liidden beyond-Belimpore. The rebels will fedl the
want of thieir guns and ordnance stores af Goru ik-
pore, as they are said to be in want of ammuniti)h,

“ On the evening of the 26th, I dispatehed o/ mes.
senger to Myrwu to mave on the camp and baggege,
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wain Sree Bhuggit Khanks, sommand- |

tdin Sotheby, l
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which was easofully hroughit on o 1his place at 4
Pas. yesterday, nnder Tiantenant Hajnilton, Sth
‘vephment native infantey, doing duty with the naval
brigade. = )

X have ardefed o bridge of bonts 16 ha got ready
to ¢rots the river to-morkbw, to facilitate lﬁl& tove-
it over of the niimerons hackerics, the only ear-
ringe we have; to be réady to move and ne #dcord-
iaiS to réports brought in, and probable stders from
Tirigndicr-garierd) Maé;{r’égbr, and to do-operate with
the mahdrajeh's Nephulése army.

““ A few stpoys and tébels were brodght in pri-
sopers diring vesterday. They will be duly and
mpeedily disposed of. P{ : )
out to the villngets to mﬁtufe all rebels, and offering
rewardsi—T huve, &o.—H. Rowcrorr, Colonal,

“ Commuanding Yarun Field Force."

Having at length put Cawnpore into an
efficient state of defence, and restored dis-
cipline in the eamp there, uftet the irregu-
larities that followed the disastrons dbeur-
rénces of the later days of November, the
commander-in-chief appointed Brigadier
Inglis (of Lucknow) to the comfnaud, vice
General Windham, removed to Umbiliah :
an@ ofi the 24th of December, Sir Colin
Camplell, with a foree of about 8,000 men,

(the British cantonment of Furrackabad),
proce¢ding by the Great Trunkiroad. On
the 28th of the mouth, his foreé reached
Meerun-ki-Serai, where Lo opentd conmu.
nicagions with Colonel Seaton ny TI yipoorie;
thtobgh Yiieutenant Hodson, of tht irrégu-
lar horse which bears his name j who, with
a hundred of his men, made a rapid dash
over ninety miles of cowntry overrun With
rebels; aiid hiving feceived the chief’s
[ orders for the advahes of Colonel Seaton to
| Furrnckabad, ke gdlloped back to Myu-
| poorie, having  navrowly efcaped being
crogsed in his ride by the retbenting troops
{an] guns of the rajak of Btawali, who had
{bren driven from that town by Seaton’s
cplumn during his absence.  In the mean-
fime Bir Colin  Campbell  ¢ontinued his
advance along the Great Trank-road, and,
{on the 20th, reached Jellalabad, a small
village twe rmarches from Fntteghur, whers
a Jarge hody of matehlockmen, with seversl)
gung, appeared to dispite: his forther pro-
gress. Withont a moment’s deluy the
rebel foree was saluted with a dischurge of
grape and round shot ; and without an effort
to maintain their position, the ihsardants
dispersed

picces _nfz
small arms which they threw away in theiy
flight. On the 18t of the month of January,
the head-quartevs of the British force wers

Protlamations have bebn sent

commenced his march towards Futteghor |

leaving hebhind them eighteen |
cannow, besides a qnantity of |
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at the village of Goorsuhagunje, six miles
heyond which the road crosses the Kalee
Nuddee by a suspensivn-bridge, which the
enemy had brokén down, and had also
taken the precaution to remove or destroy
all the boats in the vicinity. A brigade
was at once sent forward with the sappers
to restore this means of communication,
and by the morning of the 2nd, the bridge
was nearly completed, when the repairing
party was fired upon from a village on the
opposite side of the river. * Had the enemy
veutured upon this interruption some two
or three hours earlier, they might, from the
nature of the ground on'the other side of
the siream, have caused very serious annoy-
ance; but they fortunately delayed until

 the bridge was nearly completed, ~ A heavy

cannonade was instantly opened npon the
village by the guns of the naval brigade,
while the whole force was brought up; and
the bridge being now finished, the men ad-
vanced across it, and deployed in front of
the village. The rebels scarcely bad time
to look npon the British traops hefore they
were swept from the position they hatl
taken, and driven up the voad towards Fut.
teghur, for several males, by the cavalry and
Lorse artillery, losing six guns and a quan-
tity of amwmunition in their hasty flight.
Encamping for the wnight at the twelfth
milestone from Futteghur, Sir Colin marched
upon that cantonment early on the mom-
ing of the 4th, and hopes ran high that
before the close of that' day many a trea-
cheraus murder would be avenged ypon the
very spot on which it had been perpetrated;
but they were not realised. At three
o’clock p.m., the advanced column reached
the stadion, but no semblance of hunian
existence was there to meet it—o sound
was heard sayve the echoes of the footfall of
the impatient band that thivsted for vetri
bution.  During the preceding night the
rehel gamp had broken up, and its recreant
oceupiers had fled from the station; tyo
heavy guns stood ready shotted on the
parade-graund ; the intrenched gamp was
loft all standing, filled with the furniture,
the fugitive
Suglish rcsidm}s, afterwards murdered on
their pnasn.{ie down the Ganges by order of
Nana Sahib.* Al the enemy’s guns, eg-
cept tiwo, which he had carried off, and a
large guantity of stores and ammunition,
fell into the hands of the disappointed sol-
dicrs wpon this pecasion.

* Sea vol. i, p. 849,

"

On the 5th, the

city of 'Eurrq(ﬁ{_gba!i? ‘three miles distant,
was also
Campbell, and, to the intense dissatisfac-
tion of the troops under his command,
withont the slightest attempt at opposition,
the whole of the rebel force baving aban-
doned the place. ' )
Fcrtunqgely, their retreat had been S0
precipitate, that they had not time to de-
stroy’ the government property within the
town; and thus Sir Colin found a Jarge
quantity of stores of the most valuable d-

seriptjon, belonging to the gun and clothing |

departments, available for his immediato
use. Having secured these important items
of military” propersy, the commander-u-
chief sent a large stock of grain to Cawn-
pore, to assist the commissariat in supplying
the troops of Bir James Qutram
Alumbagh, The nawab of Furruckabad
had long been notorions as one of the most
ferocions leaders of the insurgents, and the
time had now arrived when punishment
could no longer be evaded. In a telegram
from the commander-in-chief at this time,
it is stated— < The destruction of the
nawab’s palace is in progress, I think it
right that not a stonéd agon!d be left un-
turned in all the residences of the guilt
chiefs. They are far more culpable’than
their misguided followers.” "

A letter from an officer attached to the
force with Sir Colin Campbell, has the fol-
lowing details of the action of the 2nd of
January, at the Kalee Nuddee, and of the
advance to Futteghur on the following day.
After describing the movements of the com-
mander-in-chief on his way from Cawnpore,
the writer says—< His courso lay from
Megrun-ki-Serai to Goorsuhagunje, where
head-quarters were established on the Isg
of January. A brigade was sent on to
repair the suspension-bridge, fourteen miles
from that place.
on the Ist, and, by the mqrn}_ng of the
2nd, ‘had ;inishéd it all but one or two
planks, whicl: they were laying down when
Sir Colin saw the villagers come out of the
village opposite. e desired some one to
g0 and tell them not to he afraid, as they
would not be hurt, when all of a sudden off
cama a ronnd shot from amongst them,
which killed four men of the 53rd. The
enemy were then discovered to be in
foree: the naval brigade opened on the vil-
lage for about two liours, the euemy re.
turning the fire with an 18.pounder and
9-paunder. 'The bridge was soon finished,
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taken possession of by Sir Colir |

at the |

Théy commenced work |

:
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and then Sir Colin with his foree crossed,
turped the enemy out of the village, and
pursued them with cavalry and artillery for
abont eight miles. The naval rockets blew
up a magnzine of theirs very prettily, and
knaocked over a 8-pounder ; this and another

gun they left in the village. The eavaley
captured four more—one an 18-pounder,
and plenty of ammunition ; in all, six guns
that day., Our loss was Younghusband, of
the Sikhs, shot through the lungs; and
Maxwell, of the artillery, shot through the
thigh. General Grant was slightly touched,
and a spent ball hit Sir Colin on the
stomach, but did not injure him; four men
of the 63rd were killed, and six or seven of
the Sth were also knocked over by a shell;
no others wounded. They encamped at the
twelfth milestone from here, and started
again on the 3rd at 11 am.  The cavalry,
the night before, came upon i body of the
rebels in the open, and cnt them wup in
grand style. Fifty bodies were counted in
a few fields—all sepoys. The force came
near Futteghur about 8 p.m,; and, to their
disgust, found the enemy had decamped
during the night, They bad an 18 and 24-

.| pounder ready Joaded, and were intrenched

on the grand parade; also an intrenched
camp outside the fort. They left all their
guns but two, and amnrunition, and merely
made off with all the treasure, and two guns
to protect it,”

A Jetter from Fuatteghur, dated January
Bth, stated, that, on the previous day, Nadir
Khan, one of the individuals concerned in
executing the orders of Nauna Sahib for the
murder of the Buropean women at Cawn-
pore, was hanged in the midst of a great
number of, the native inhabitants, and that
he died “ calling upon the people of India
to draw their swords and assert their in-
dependence, by the extermination of the
English.”? :

Another correspondent, at the camp of
the commander-in.chief, says—“We arrived
at Futteghur about 5 p.m. on the 3rd in-
We had a brush with the rebels on
the way, and gave them a sound thrashing,
killing' about 200, and capturing seven
guus—oune of them a 32-pounder. The
rebels bolted from Futteghur, leaving ten
guns, a good deal of ammuuition, and a vast
quantity of miscellancous plunder. They
have gone across the Gangesinto Oude, and,
fools like, the panie-stricken wretches could
not muster up courage enongh to wait and
blow up the bridge of boats,which, if they had
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done, would have deluyed us for a week at

-were eager to carry out his ideas, Forced

e :J

least, instead of leaving us, as now, at liberty
to cross over at any moment we chanse.
The chief’s force suffered much dnring the
advance on IMutteghur. The f old man’ was
determuined to push om, and all in eamp

warches, and sometimes nothing for break.
fast and dinner, were accordingly the order
of the day, Add to this, lots of hard worl,
and bivouacking on the open plain, and yon
will be able to form something like an accu-
rate iden of the march from Cawnpore,
The rebels’ camp at Fatteghur was a curi-
ons sight, It had evidently been abandoned
in hasté, and in hot haste too, It was full
of articles plundered from Huropeans,  For
instange, ladies’ boots and shoes, with por-
tions of dress, and many articles of personal
requirement among females and children,
were strewn about all over the camp. The
Pandies must have been in a great. fright,
which we shall, doubtless, inerease before
long. We eare not how soon.”

[Previons to the flight of the rebels from
Furruckabad, the nawab had fired a por-
tion of the town, and allowed his retainers
to plander it. At one time he had evi-
dently contemplated resistance, as heavy
guns were mounted on the walls of his fort,
and at other points which might have been
troublesome to the advancing troops; but |
the rapid and complete discomfituve of his |
advanced post at the village near the Kalee |
Nuddee, assured him that his only chance
of safety consisted in flight; and he fled ae-
cordingly, seeking an asylum in Oude, the |
precise guarter in which the commander-in-
chief desived hereafter to meet with him, ‘

Almost at the same time these events
were in progress, Colonel Walpole, who had
been dispatched from Cawnpore to cledr
Etawah with his column, encountered and
defeated the enemy at a place ealled Akbar-
pore, where he captured a number of guns,
and arrested twenty persons of Nana Sahib’s
immediate retinue, whom he tried for their
complicity in that chief’s atrocities, and im-
mediately hung, From thence, marching |
by Mynpoorie, and clearing the country as
hie advanced, he at length joined 'the com-
mander-in-chief at Fatteghur.

On the 1st of February, Sir Colin Camp-
bell broke up his camp at Futteghur, and
commenced his return march to Cawnpore,
Himself, with General Mansfield, and the
officers of his staff, pushed ou in advance of
the #rmy, escorted by the Oth lancers and
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@ troop of Bengal horse artillery, and, pro-

ceeding ot the rate of twenty-five miles
a-day, he arrived at Cawnpore on the 4th of
the month, When at Soorajpore, their
last halting-place before reaching the city,
the commander-in-chief was informed that
the arch-rebel and murderer, Nana Sahib,
was on the opposite side of the river in Oude,
with o small guard of Mahratta irregular
infantry : there was, however, no means by
which he counld he reached ; althongh, but
for the intervention of the river, the traitor,
and his handful of adherents, might have
been surrounded, and their capture, living
or dead, effected by the chief’s escort.

The main body of troops at Futteghur
followed the ecommander-in-chief with all
speed ; the 82nd regiment, with some Sikh
cavalry and infantry, only reraining to pro-
teot the station. = Walpole’s brigade was
withdrawn across the Ganges, from the
right bank of the Ramgunge, on the farther
side of which he had been watching a large
but inactive body of Rohileund rebels, and
arrived at Cawnpore on the 10th and 11th.
Hope’s. brigade, which, on the 26th of
January, overthrew, with loss, a body of
Mussnlman fanatics at Shumsabad Mhow
twenty-five miles from Futteghur), reached
awnpore on the 7th; and on the following
day, the commander-in-chicf departed by
el for Allahabad, at which city the gov-
emor-general had already arrived, for the
purpese of consultation with him. The in-
terview was important in its results, as unity
of purpose was thereby secured between the
two chief anthorities 1 India; and, on the
12¢h, Sir Colin rejoined the army at Cawn-
ore.
J Meanwhile, Jung Bahadoor, with his
Ghoorkas, remained inactive before Fyza-
bad in eastern Oude, heing unable to take
the place for waut of ammunition. Sup-
plies were consequently ordered for him
from Benares; and, pending their arrival at
his camp, the march of Brigadier Franks, on
the road from Jounpore by Sultanpore to
Lneknow, was halted at Budlapore. Such
were the respective positions, on the 7th of

| February, of the two uuriliary forees destined

to aid the commander-in-chief in the recon-
quest of Oude. .

Turning to the north-west of that terri-
tory, the great province of Rohilcund still
continued a wide field of disorder and ont-
rage,although, by the beginuing of Fehruary,

| noless than five Sikh regiments of foot, with

cavalry and guns, had moved down the roads
vop.ax, 2@

from Lahore, and were already within the |
boundary of the province. Before their |
arrival, however, a severe blow had heen |
inflicted upon the rebels of Bareilly, Of
these depredators, three large bodies were
stationed at the following points, between
Bareilly and the hills :—One party, under

Fuze Huk, held the road to Pecleebheel, at
a point fourteen miles from the hottom of
the Nynee Tal hill; a second was at Ruda-
pore, further to the west; and a third was |
in the centre, on the main Bareill road,
twenty-four miles from the Nynee ’[{;.l hill,
or rather from the camp at the foot of the
hill, occupied by Colonel M*Cansland, with
the 66th Ghoorkas, some 500 Nepanlese |
and hill-mex, with irregular horse, and four
light guns; in ail, about 1,200 men. With
this little force, on the 10th of February,
the colonel attacked the rebels on the
Bareilly-road (commanded by Kalee Khan,
who had advanced within thirteen miles of
his camp), and utterly routed them, captur-
ing three guns, and killing and wounding
upwards of 500 of the rebel troops. His
own loss, in killed and wounded, was thirty-
five, including among the latter two officers
of the 66th regiment. The action over;
Colonel M‘Causland prudently marched
back to his camp, which was exposed to
attack by the two other forces of the enemy,
having, within twenty-four hours, traversed
nearly thirty miles, and fought a pitched
battle.

At this period all was quiet in the Pun- |
jab, from whenee Sikh regiments moved
down into Hindostan; while European ones
came from Kurrachee to take their places.
On the 4th of the month, Sir John Law-
rence arrived at Loodiana with the 17th |
Punjab infantry, on his way to Delhi and
Agra—the districts recently handed over to
his superintendence; and from Mooltan the
7th fusiliers had arrived at Lahore, relievi ng
the 81st regiment, which was thus free to
reinforce the scanty garrison at Peshawur, -

At the same time, a small Borabay force
left Hyderabad, in Sciade, for Rajpootana,
and arrived at Jeysulmeer, from which
point it might be  conveniently directed J
upon Joudpore, if necessary. "The Raj- |
pootanee force, under General Roberts, had |
also commenced its mareh from Nussee-
rabad to Kotah. In Malws, the energies of
the rebels appeared to be crushed; and
the execution of the rajah of Awmjhera, at
Indore, had stricken a wholesome terror

among the disaffected, The dlélél;lucnt was

—— e D
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one of the first among the native chiefs to
commence disturbance in his distriet; but
was spared by Sir Robert Hamilton, the
political conimissioner, when his ministers
were executed, upon the ground of imbe-
cility-—a plea that no louger availed him.

Further to fthe eastward, ia Central
India, Sir Hugh RHose and General Whit-
lock were pressing on, helping to reduce
Into. an ever-narrowing circle, the yet
smouldering fires of reliellion and anavchy.
The firstanamed commander, after having
relioved Saugor from the presence of the
enemy, moved eastward against a strougly
situated fort, called Gurratoka, about

twenty-five miles from that place, supposed
to be: wecupied by the remains of the mu-
tinous 52nd Bengal native infantry. He
proceeded to invest the fort, which, how-
ever, from its extent and situation, his foree
would have been perfectly inadequate to
accomplish, when the occupants, seized
with a panie, fled from the place. A party
of eavalry and horse actillery, sent in pur-
suit, cut up mearly o hundred of the fugi-
tives; and then, having demolished the
defences of the fort, Sir Hugh moved with
his brigade towards Jhansie, on which point
his other column, with Captain Orr's foree
of the Hyderabad contingent, had already
marched, : '

During these oporations of Sir Hugh
Rose, and pending the arrival at Jubbul-
pore of General Whitlock’s force, a small
Madras column, sent ont from that station
on the Great Deccanroad to the Ganges,
had not been idle. Several rebel villages
were destroyed ; and an attack of the rebels
in force upon the village of Sleemanabad,
wae gallantly repulsed by detachments of
the 28th and 38rd Madras native mfantry.
Communications were also opened with
Captain Osborne and the rajah of Rewah,
by whom the fort of Bijrajooghur had been
taken. The rajah of the plrce contrived to
escape; but the killader (commandant of
the fort) and ninety-four ‘other prisoners
were taken, These men Captain Osborne
hesitated to execute, doubting the temper
of the Rewah men; and he aceordingly sent
the prisoners down the road to the Ma-
drasees, by whom lhey were readily shot.
General Whitlock’s force was to leave Jub-
bulpore about the 15th of the month, and
advance in two divisions—one along the
great road to the Ganges, the other to
Saugor by way of Dunioh.

The Calpee rebels, thus pressed upon in
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second time fowards Cawapore, where a de-

AL

the rear, had been twice compelled to men-
sure swords with the British troops—onece
near Etawah, wheve 125 of them were de-
strgyed in a walled enclosare, by a force
under Mr. Hume, a eollector; and the |

tachment of the 88th regiment uttacked a
party of them which had crossed the
Juuna, and utterly routed thew, leaving
eighty of theix number lifeless on the feld.
In the presidency of Bombay, since the
occupation of Shorapore and the capture of
its eEief at Hyderabad, the Southern Mah-
raita country had remained tranquil; but,
in the Sawnut Warree district, a state pri-
soner (one of the msurgents of 1844) !
having escaped from gaol, collected ahout
200 followers, and attacked a small tres-
sury station of the government, at a place
culled Tullowan, defended only by a havil.
dav and ten sepoys of the ghant police.
"Che little garrison, on being summened to
sarvender the post, manfally refused to do
0, and sustained and repulsed a series of |
attacks from the armed budmashes; which |
dontinued during four Lours, aud in which |
several daving efforts were made to fire the |
place over their heads. Failing in open |
assault, the rebels demanded = parley, |
tarough an influential man of the neigh- |

houring village, and, during the conferenve,

attempted a surprise, buti were again foiled.
,\im 2th they appeaved to remember that |

the wives and clildren of the soldiers were
in the village; these they immediately
seized, and placing them in front of the
pesition held by the loyal tieasary guard,
threatened indescribable atrocities if the
place and treasure were not instantly surren-
dered to thera. To their threats, and to the
shricks of the terrified captives, the hrave |
men were alike deaf; and at Jemgth the |
“sailants withdrew, taking with thom the |
anfortunate women and children. Sunch |
were among the cruel incidents of the ter- r
tible war that still desolated homes, and ,
destroyed families, throughout the wide |
#nd bloodstained provinees of Hindostan at j
J

the close of the first year of its duration,
Of the prospect of its speed termination,
expectations were various and sanguine, in
the early part of the year 1858, even among
those who, by position and circumstances,
were naturally deemed well informed upon
tho entire and speedy suppression of the |
revolt wuas then asserted, the following l
passiges, in a letter received by Lord |

HISTORY O} THE

Of the confidence with which | |
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| Elphinstone, the leutenant-governor of
| Bombay, from an officer of distinetion in
| the camp of the commander-in-chicf, dated
. at Meerun-ki-Serai, on the 28th of Decem-
| ber, may be instanced as ome proof of the
| mistaken views entertaived npon the sub-
ject, even by persons actuwally upon the
scene of operatiohs, The writer, refsering
to the revolt generally, says, “The neck of
. the business,, all over the country, is
broken: und the whol¢ tone of intelli-
gence forwarded to Europe by the Lndian
iails of Jannary, might be understead as
expresséd by these few but positive words.
But it proceeded yet further to reassure and
nspirit all who were interested in the paci-
fiention of the countey, aud the personal
safety of its Buropean residents. “ Now,”
said the letter, “that the overwhelming
superiority of the British forces to those of
the rautineers has been establiched by the
series of brilliant exploits, that ended with
the rout of the numerous, and well-ap-
pointed, and halfvictorions Gwalior con-
tingent, a desdltory and comparatively
feeble opposition is all that is likely to be

‘has been swept.clear of the enemy; Bithoor,

encountered in our progress towards the

complete paciﬁaaﬁon- of the -abuutry.. _ The
Doab, which for so many months was aban-
doped to rebel chiefs and lawless suldiery,

Btawah, Mynpoorie, Futteghuy, Furruck-
abad-~all in ovr hands. Their petty rulers
and landholders, if stil at large, arve at
least fugitives in Rohileand or Oude, and
their lands have passed from them for ever.
The mutineers nnder Buhadoor Khan, af
Bareilly, bave mext to be attacked; and
here some resistance muy be met with;
but neither from thern, nor from the hordes
whom Sir James Ontram is holding in
check at the Alumbagh, and whose destrues
tion will he the datest event of the nsur-

rection, do we look to receive anything
more than a momentary obstruction to the
re-establishment of the bemign and just
rule of BEnglaod.”

Unfortunately for the saceuracy of this
predietion, Oude had yet to be conquered ;
and rivers of blood were yet to flow, before |
the blessings of peace could be again l
realised by the native popalatians of the
greater portion of the Anglo-Indian empire,
or safety be insured to its Kuropean residents.

It will be remenibered, that when Sir Colin |
Compbell retired from Lucknow, in Novero.-
ber, 1857, with the relieved garrison of the:
presidency, and the women and children'
wliom he had rescued from destruction, he |
left 8ir James Outram, with -2 strong divi-
| sion of British troops, to hold possession of
Alumbagh, and form a nucleus for future

the commander-tu-chief for this importaat

service, consisted of two brigades of infantry,

composed of the bth, 75th, 78th, 84th, and

90th regiments of the British line, the st
* Bee arite, p. 98.

operations in Oude.* The force selected by |
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Madras European regiment; the Ferozepore |
regiment of Sikhs, the 12th irregular horse,
a body of volunteer cavalry, and a formni-
dable detail of artillery, engineers, sappers,
&c., &e.; the whole amounting to about
8,500 men, partly siationed at the Alum-
bagh, and partly in an intrenched camp |
between that post and the city.
In consequence of the successiul resuli of |
the action at Cawnpore on the Gth of De- |
cember, it appeared of importance to the |
commander-in-chief, that the road between |
that place and Sir James Outram’s post
Otide, shounld be theneeforth k;};:ftee from
H
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nterruption by scattered parties “of the
' enemy, and the communication between
himself and the force at the Alumbagh ren-
J dered less precarions. In order to effect
| this desirable object, the following memo-
randum was forwarded to the major-general

| by the chief of the staff at Cawnpore ;—
“ Head-quarters, Cawnpore, Dec. Sth.

“The commander-in-chief is of opinion,
that you should take immediate 'steps in
pursuance of the advantages ganined the
day before yesterday at Cawnpore, to put
Your comraunications with this place in a
thoronghly effective condition. Yon will,
therefore, on the receipt of this memo-
randum, detach to the rear 400 European
soldiers, 200 Madras infantry, Captain
Olphert’s light field battery, and half your
cavalry, with all your camels.

i 'Eis force, which should be placed
under your best officer, must clear the vici-
‘uity of the road from Alumbagh to Cawn-
Egz‘a, of all refractory characters, including

unsik Ali, who disturbs the neighbour-
hood of Onoa. This force will collect, as
it marches, as much carriage as possible,
bringing it to the mnorth bank of the
Ganges, to be laden with gram and sup-
plies for your field force. The difficulties
of procuring carriage at Cawnpore are
very great, but every effort is being made
in your behalf.”

The instructions thus conveyed appear to
have been met with strong objection by Sir
James Outram, who considered that the
weakening of liis force to so great an extent,
while in the immediate proximity of an
enemy nearly ten times his numerical
strength, would be to risk the safety of the

sition entrusted to him, and, in ajl proba-

ility, might lead to ifs loss. On the 11th
of the month, therefore, he submitted his
view of the inexpediency of the measure en.
Joined upon him, in the following letter to
the chief of the staff, for the information of

the commander-in-chief :-—
b Camp, Alumbagh, Dee. 11th, 1857.

“Sir,—1 am directed by Major-general
Sir James Ouatram to acknowledge the re-
ceipt of the message dispatched by you, by
cossid, on the 8th instant, with the account
of the commander-in-chief’s victory over the
Gwalior force, which arrived yesterday, He
did not, however, bring the ‘memorandum’
by the chief of the staf, for the guidance of
Sir J. Qutram, G.C.B.  Sir James only re-
ceived the copy of that this morning,  He
is desirous o(t; being informed if the memo-
23

‘military train can only mount 140 men;

I -~ a3 1-rg wong ey~ P S S

randun was sent by the cossid, that he may
deal with him aecording to his deserts, if he
has been playing false. He has heen exam-
ined, and will remain a prisoner until infor-
mation is received from you. '

“Bir J. Outram is much concerned to
find, by that “memorandum,’ that the com-
mandez-in-chief expects him to detach so
large a force to the rear as 400 Ruropeans
and 200 Madras infantry, as well as half the
cavalry, and Captain Olphert’s light field
battery, ;

“In his Ietter to the governor-general in
council of the 9th instant, which was for-
warded, under a flying seal, for the com-
mander-in-chief’s information, he states—
‘We have barely carriage for a weak bri-
gade ; which, however, conld not be detached
with prudence, to a distance involving an
absence of more than a day, withont ex-
posing the camp to considerable risk,
menaced as it is by many thousands of the
enemy, supported by severa! guas posted in
the gardens and enclosures on this side bf
the canal, on our front and flanks, which
daily send round shot into our advanced
posts; though from so great a distance as to
do no injury.’

“'The eventy are now busily employed in
erecting a battery on our left flank, whichvery
likely is intended for defensive purposes,
but; af the same time, might become offen-
sive at any moment: they are also daily
strengthened by the fugitives of the army
defeated by the commander-in-chief.

“They have lately bronght out two horse
artillery guns. These guns could do much
harm by moving on our flanks, if we had no
guns of a similar description to oppose to
them; and it must be recollected that they
have a strong reserve of guns in the city,
which might, at any time, be brought out
against this camp or the Alumbagh, We
are also entirely without gram, and we shall
be cbliged to make more distant expeditions
in search of if; and these parties must, of
course, be increased in strength in propor-
fion, '

“The cavalry force is most inefficlent:
the horses of the volunteer cavalry, and the
irvegulars, who huve all been in the presi-
dency, ave so reduced in condition, that
they can render little or no serviee; and
our present want of gram, and the cold at
night, prevent their regaining it. The

—_—

their saddle-trees being so bad, that no
amount of stuffing suffices to prevent sore
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hacks; and these, therefore, comprise the
only efficient cavalry we have. {
“ Detaching 200 Madras infantry from
Bunnee, would weaken Colonel Fisher too
much, a8 ’strong parties of the enemy, ac-
companied by guns, have heen reported as
moving along the old road to our rear, and
in the direction of that post; and Sir James
thought it expedient, on Colonel Fisher’s
application, to reinforce him with 50 Buro-
peans ;. they will, however, accompany the
econvoy, and remain at Bunnee on their
return, - _
“The major-general also writes to point
~out the extensive nature of his position, the
right of which is Jellalabad, and the left
resting on a village, to the left of the main
rond—a front, altogether, of nearly four
. miles, This: extent is rendered necessary
| by being obliged to oceupy Jellalabad, in
which direction all the grazing and forage

| for the cattle is obtained; and the villages
on the left front and flank have to be occu-

| pied, in order to prevent the enemy com-
manding the main rond and our flank with
their guns, from a very strong defensive
position. SirJ.Outram trusts that the com-
mander-in-chief will view these points in the
same light that hie does, and agree with him
in the inexpediency, under these  circum-
stances, of detaching the force proposed to
| the rear. :
| “To-night, the convoy, consisting of 350
| pamels, will leave this camp, escorted by 150
| Buropeao infantry, fifty Sikhs, and twenty-
| five cavalry, and be joined at Bunnee by fifty
| of the 90th regiment, now.stationed there.
[ Thi§ is the ntmost of the force Sir James
feels. himself justified in sending. He re-
‘tains 150 camels, for the purpose of bringing
| in gram, whieh, from information received,
'_ﬁq:’ﬁap_gs to lay his hands on.,  Your letter

| | only specifies camels; and Siv James has not
| sent any carts, as it delays the march of the
| conyoy, and involves a larger escort accom-
panying it.—I have, &e.,
v “¥, Berxsiry, Colonel,
! “ Chief of the Staff.”
The remonstrance thus submitted by Sir
James Outram, through the chief of his
staff, was by no meaus satisfactory to Sir
Colin. Campbell, by whose orders the
following memorandum was immediately
trapsimitted to the Alumbagh, for the guid-
-ance of the major-general 1—
. “ Head-quarters, Cawnpore, Dec. 12th,
" The commander-in-chief has had under

enemy to attempt.

| ‘his consideration, a letter addressed to the

chief of the staff by Colonel Berkeley,
deputy-adjutant-general, by order of Msjor-
general Sir James Qutram, G,C.B., in which
the reasons of the latter are alleged for not
giving execution to his excellency’s orders,
conveyed in the memorandum by Major-
general Mansfield, chief of the staff, on the
7th of December. Ll -
It s 4 subject of the deepest regret to
his excellency that he caunot eoincide in
the reasoning of Sir James Outram, the order
above alluded to having been considered
with the greatest care before it was given,
with reference to the conntry in which Sir
James Outram’s eamp is pitched, and the
knowledge of what it is in the power ofigthe

1

 His excellency entreats Siv Jamcs%ut-
ram to believe that he is fally alive to the
cireumstances of his position, and he does
not think it possible for him to be threat-
ened by real danger. ‘

“Inclnding the posts of Alumbagh and |
Bunnee, Sir James Qutram has at his dis-
posal 4,400 fighting-men, of which the bulk
1s composed of European infantry, besides a
very powerful artillery. The effect of the
late successes on the right bank of the
Ganges, cannot but be felt throughout the
provinee of Qude as elsewhere.

“If the left be threatened by a battery,
his excellency would suggest the advisability
of attacking and destroying it before it can
become a cause of anmnoyance. If, on the
occasion of a detachment gowng out, Sir
Jawes has fears for his position, his excel
lency. would further venture to suggest
that the front of:the camp should be con-
tracted, or that it should be converted
into a bivouac, in case of really imminent
danger.

““ The strength of detachments is always
caleulated by the commander-in-chief with
the greatest care, with reference to general
circumstances, with which it is hardly pos-
sible that any one but his escellency should
be acquainted.

“In eonclusion, his excellency observes,
that nothing advanced in this memorandum
1s said by way of reproach, but merely of |
advice and friendly caution.”

The “advice” and “caution” thus fur-
nished, might naturally, from its toné, seem
to require the paragraph that closed the
memorandum, which. was caleulated to
operate a8 a salye to the wound that docu-
ment might tacitly inflict upon the feelings
of an officer of the rank and merit of Sie
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| James Outram, who, as a disciplinarian

himself, could do me other than bow in
silence to the reproof thus adinistered to
him by his superior in rank and responsi-
bility,  Further correspondence on the sub-
Ject was therefore avoided; but the irritable
feeling on ecither side had scarcely time to
calm down, before some * routineg” hluudevs
in the quartermaster.gederal’s department
at the Alumbagh, brought down the follow.
ing communication from the chief of the
staff, “ for the guidauce of Sir James Out-
ro,” and his officers in charge of depart-
ments (— :
“ Head-quarters, Cawnpore, Dec. 16th,
‘Two hundred gun-bullocks have been
di&tched to Sir J. Outram, yoked to carts.
He will bave the goodniess to apply them to
the guns. A fortnight’s provisions for all
Sir James Outram’s force, including Bun-
nee, together with what stoves of clothing,
tentage, and hoots, it is in the power of
Brigadier Inglis, commanding at Cawnpore,
to give.
“Sir James Outram will arcange  in
future, by order of his excellency, to send a

suflicient escort, wich earriage, once a fort-

| might, to take out what supplies he may

want from Cawnpore to his camp. This
escort must never consist of less than 850
Etropean infantry, 150 native infantry,
seventy cavalry soldiers, together with two
field guns. Colonel Fisher, commanding at
Buumee, being under the command of S
James Outram, will be supplied by the com-
migsariat of the major-general’s division,
and not from that of Cawnpore, which be-
longs to another,

“ It will be easy for Captain Maclean and
Captain Christopher so to arrnnge together,
uuder the orders of the deputy-commis-

sary-general, that the supplies meant for
Bunnee, shall not travel onwards to Alum-

hagh.

“Bir J. Outram is informed that, owing
to the neglect of his deputy-assistant-guar.
termaster-geueral, or other staff officer, a
quantity of flanel shirts and serge jackets,
besides other articles, which had heen pro-
vided by the commander-in-chief for the use
of his division, were positively allowed to
return to Cawnpore, instead of being made
use of as intended,

“The chief of the staff is aware that
an order was issued, on the oecasion of

| the commander-in-chief quitting Alumbagh,

{ that the quilts, &e., bronght for Sir Juimes

Outram’s division, sheuld be taken charge

————
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of at onee. Tt appears never to have |
ocearred to his staff officer to have examined |
the other bales hesides those containing |
quilts, although it was perfectly well known |
to every one in the foree, that what stores |
were in Alumbagh, had been brought solely
for the use of the Luecknow garrison under
Sir Jemes Outrara,

“8ir James Outram is requested to in-
form the officers subordinate to (Colonel
Berkeley, now on the stafi of his division, of
the commander-in-chief’s marked displea-

personal aitention and superintendence of
every duty committed to their charge.
Any stafl officer failing in this respest in
future, will be immediately deprived of his
appointment, according to a general ovder
lateiy published on the subject.”

It may be presumed, that the warning
thus given had its intended effect, as no
record appears to be extant of any con-
tinned  displeasure of the commander.in.
chief with the staff at the Alumbagh; nor
did another instance occur during its occu-
pation by 8ir Jumes Outram, of ohjections
to the declared arrangements of Sir Colin
Campbell,

We may now resume our detail of
active operations in . conniotion with the
important position held by the force
under Major-general Sir James Qutram,
and the final reocenpation of the capitai
of Oude. '

From the time of the departure of the
commander-in-chief, on the night of the
22nd of November, no serious aggression
on the part of the rebels was attewpted
until the 22nd of the following month,
when General Oatram received information
that the enemy were pieparing to cut off
his communication with Cawnpore, and 1o
form 4 chain of outposts between the camp
and Bunnee, about fonrteen miles on the
Cawnpore-road, where he intended to place
‘guns in position ; and to effect this purposs,
5,000 men, with four gans, were collected
at a village called Guilee, about three miles
from the camp, in thé direction of Dﬂi-
koosha, and at a short distance from the
city, The troops at the Alambagh were
already becoming tired of the inactivily
cuforced by their position; and Siv Fames
Chatram, feeling that the oceasion war-
ranted immediate action, detérmined upou
taking the enemy by surpeise, and thus
frustrating thewr project. Aceordingly, the

(Q

L.

sure on this account, and to enforcs their |

necessary force for an attack was detoiled | |
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off; and at 4 o’clock A:m. on the £22nd of
December, the troops-—consisting of 1,1¢0
infantry, and 150 cavalry, with six guis
—marched from the station, and arrived
near the advanced vicket of the enemy by
daybreak. The force quietly approached,
under cover of a ruwned village, until
within & hundred yards of the rebels, when
they balted; and scouts were sent ont to
discover their position. These were absont
but & few minutes, when they returned and
reported to the general,  Sir James Outram
at once advanced alone a short distence,
to satisfy himself of their accuraey, and then
silently beckoned to the troops to advance.
As they emerged into the open plain in
rear of the village, the eavalry videttes of
the enemy were seen directly in front of
them; but so completely surprised were the
latter, that for some motents they stood

wcredulovs of sight,
lenged; but without loitering for a reply,
the astonished troopers discharged their car-
bines at random, ahid galloped off to their
main body. As soon as the English troops
were fairly in' the open ground, but before
‘they could deploy inte line, the enemy,
who were favourably posted in a thick tope,
fired upon them with musketry and round
shot. Sir James Outram at once gave the
order to form line and advance; and with-
otil &iving the rebels time to fire a second
yolley, the troops rushed forward with a
heavty cheer, and drove everything before

their bayonets. Their first trophy was the
gun belonging to the enemy, which was
taken with the loss of only one man killed
and one wounded. The troops continued
to advance, skirmishing through a jungle
on the right of the enemy’s position; and
{ having driven them out of the latter, re-
| formed line, and advanced across a wide
| plain in pursuit.. The ground being favour-
able for cavaly at this place, the volunteer
corps made a brilliant charge, snd drove
the enemy in eonfusion towards the town,
leavintg three guns to their parsuers. As
the object of the general was simply to
drive them from the position they had
taken, and capture such ‘guns as they might
have brought with them, without hazarding
a general engagement, the troops were now

halted, and shortly after returned to the
camp, which they reached about 11 a.v., to
breakfast. The loss of the enemy in this
morning encounter, was estimated ut 150
killed, and four guns, On the side of the

gazug upen the advaneing columa as if
They at length chal-

)defensive works, or at any rate, from at- |

| have great hopes that the success of this

British, the killed and wounded amcunted |
to thrvee only, ST

The following daspateh of Major-general
Outram to the deputy-adjutant-general of
the army, gives the officinl details, of the
battle of Guiles ;— e

“Carap before Lucknow, Dec. 28xd, 1857,

“8ir,—~1I have the honour to repor, for
the information of his excellency the eom-
mander-in-chief, that T had yesterday an
affair with the enewy at a village ealled
Gileey three miles from hence, situated a
little to the right of the rond to Dilkoosha,

“1 had been informed two days pres
viously, by my spies, that the enemy cou-
templated swrrounding wy position, in
order to cut off supplies, stop all foraging
expeditions, and to intercept my eommuuni-
eation with Buunee,  With this objeet,
they dispatched a force to Guilee, which
took up a position hetween that village and
Budroop, whieh places are about a wile |
distant from each other, 1

“On the evening of the 2lst instant, T
laarnt that the rebels had been reinforced,
and that their strength amounted to about
4,000 infantey, 400 cavalry, and eight field
gungs. ¥ .

“ Having ascertained that a space of | |
about half a mile intervened betwesn their |
position and the gardens skirting the canal |
and the Dilkoosha, I moved ovt at 5 A, |
in the hope of surprising them at daybreak |
and intereept their rotreat to the eity, with
a force detailed in the accompanying divi- |
siongl order, which I have this day issued,
and to which T beg to refer his excellency
for all detaile, and for the terms in which I
expréess my appreciation of the conduct of
the troops on the oceasion,

“The wain body of the enemy being on
the march cobsiderably in  advance, re-
treated to the eity by a detour to the left, |
ont of our reach, and concenled by inter- |
vening#topes of trees, on liearing the attack |
on their rear; but the loss of four horse |
artillery guns, much ammunition, besides
elephunts aud bageage, and some fifty or
sixty men slain, will, I think, deter the |

enemy from again venturing beyoud their

I.‘:I [mrrm AT GUILEE, ;@L

tempting, for some. time to come, to cairy
oat their plan for surrcunding this camp
within a too limited eircumference; and I

expedition will be productive of good efiect |
* Since aséertained to he only four, all of which |

were cuptured. 939 \ 2 3
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in restoring confidence to the neighbouring
inhabitants.”’

Divisional Orders issued by Major-general
Outram, G.C.B.
“Camp, Alumbagh, Dec. 28rd, 1857,
“Major.general Sir James Outram has
much pleasure in recording, in divisional
orders, his satisfaction with the conduct of
the officers and men* under the command
of Brigadier Stisted, engaged yesterday in
the skirmish at Guilee, in which four guns
and twelve waggons, filled with ammunition,;
were captured.  The right column, under
the command of Lientenant-colonel Purnell,
her majesty’s O0th regiment, consisting of
detachments of the 78th and 90th regiments,
and of the Ferozepore regiment of Sikhs,
excited his admiration, by the gallant way
in which, with a cheer, they dashed at a
strong position held by the enemy; and
from which they were met by a heavy fire;
regardless of the overwhelming numbers,
and six guns reported to be posted there.
The suddenness of the attack, and the
spirited way in which it was executed, re-
sulted in'the immediate flight of the eneiny,
with hardly a casualty on our side.
“Colonel Guy, in command of the left
column, consisting of e jostyrs Hth
fusiliers, under the guidance of Lieutenant
Moorsom, deputy.assistant .quartermaster.
generslavas equally successful in his simul-
taneons attack on the djacent village of
Guilee; in which, and’the adjoining tope,
two guus were captured. The enemy were
uow rapidly followed up across the plain by
the volunteer cavalry, under Captain Barrow,
until they found refuge in a village, from

They were, however, speedily  dis-
lodged, by the assistance of two of Captain
Olphert’s guns, under the command of
Licutenant Smithett; and, changing their
ling of retreat, they endeavoured tosreach
the city by the way of the Dilkoosha.

_“The, mlitars braiar, under Major Robert-
soti, having been, however, dispatched to

make a flank movement, followed. them up
80 elosely, that they dispersed their cavalry, |

* Two D-pounder (fguns, royal artillery, Capt:ain'
Mauds; four ditto, 2ad company3rd battalion Bengal |
artillery, Captain QOlphert; 112

of the military train, |
Major Hoberison; 80 of voluntesr cavaley, Lioutenant | Qlphert;

and drove their guns into a ravine, where
they were eaptured, the leading horses, of
whicl the traces yere cut, only escaping. |
The majos-general was particularly pleased
with the very, cool, nl;l soldierlike behaviour
of the M’WM‘J Far ahead of the in-
fantry, and wnable fo remove the guns
which were captured, they were menaced in
their front by @ large body of fresh troops
from the city, and attacked, on their right
flank, by the main body of the enemy, con-
sisting of about 2,000 infantry, who had
commenced their march previous to our
attack; and who, on hearing their rear
assailed, also changed their route to one in
the direction of the city; and secing their
guns in possession of so small a force ps
that under Major Robertson, made demon-

strations of an attempt to regain them; but |

|
|
!
by the bold frout shown by the military |
train, and the gallant advance of their |
skirmishers, were held at bay until the arri.
val of a party of the 5th fusiliers, and two
9-pounder guns, under Captain Olphert, who
completely secured their8apture, and enabled
a working party of Madras sappers, under the J
command of Lientenant Ogilvie, to extricate |
them from the ravine into which they had |
been driven. Captain Hutchinson, chief i
engineer, on this, #s on several other ocoa~ |
sions during the day, afforded much value
able assistance, |
“The major-general has to thank Lieu- |
tenant-colonel H. Hamilton, commanding
the reserve, for the good position taken up
by him; which, with the fire of the two |
guns under Lieutenant Simpson, which were |
most judiciously posted, were of great assis- :
tance in checking the advance of the encmy, |
during the protracted operations of removing |
the captured guns. |
“Sir-James Outram has also to express |
his acknowledgments to Brigadiers Hamil- |
ton and Eyre, who were left in charge of the
camp, and who, with the small foree at their
disposal, checked the dispositions for ‘an
attack, which the enemy was commencing
with their skirmishers o theleft ‘flank, |
until the return of the force to camp cansed |

Captain Guise; 150 of the regiment. of Ferozepore,
Captain Brasyer: 40 Madras sappers, Licutenant
Oyilvie: total, six 9-pounder gupd, under Captain

160  eavalry wnder Major Rohertson ;

Hay and Lieutenant Graham; 550 of H, M.2s 5th fusi- | 1,297 infantyy, under Brigadior Stisted ; right column,

liers, Colonel Guy; 103 of H.
Captain Brookes; 156 of H.M.’s 78th highlanders,
Captain Lockhart ; 108 of H.M.’s 84th regiment,
Captain O'Brien; 270 of 1L M.'s

240
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| liers; resorve, under Lieutenant-colonel amilon, r
Btk light infantry, |

|

|

|

them to abandon their intentions, |
|

|

|

{

[

{

M.'s 75th regiment, | under Lieutenant-colone Parnell, H.ML's 80th light

infantry ; left column, under Colonel Guy, 6tk fusi- |

H.M.’s 78th highlanders,

N el
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TACK ON THE ALUMPAGH, @ I :

round afforde;i.-_:_

“1t will be the pleasing duty of the]round ; |
ing with armed

éléﬁﬁ;ntry is still swarme :

nanjor-general to make his excellency the
commander-in-chief acquainted with the
successful result of yesterday’s operations,
and his approbation of the conduct of all
those concerned in them,” et
A letter from the Alumbagh, written a
few days after this spirited affuir, says—
“On the 22nd of December, the enemy
made a clever attempt to obtain possession
of the road to Cawnpore. They posted
1,200 men inside a jusgle, with a sandy
plain in front, and the road close at hand.
Sir James Ountram understood the plan;
and at night, two regiments were silently
put in motion. The soft sand deadened all
sound, and dawn found them within the
enemy’s pickets. A rattling volley, a cheer,
and the enemy, pouring in one discharge,
| fled, leaving their guns (four) and about a
hundred men dead on the field. Since that
day nothing has been seen of the foe, who
are believed to be guarrelling fiercely among
themselyes, instigated by some one whom
the spies and our officers call the gueen-
mother, They are said to be losing heart;
and some of the chiefs have sent silver fish
(the symbal of nobility) to the general, as a
| token of surrender, Maan, Sing and Bal
Kishan (the finance minister) are reporied
as amongst those who are anxious to treat;
and as several Buropean captives are in
their hands, if the rebels are sincere in their
advances, it 18 hoped that their overtures
may not be altogether rejected. . All infor-
.mation, however, as to their intentions, is
at present doubtful; for, in contradiction to
the rumonrs of their inelination to suceumb,
it 19 said that 27,000 men are at work re-
pairing the intrenchments vacated by us
in November, and that they intend to hold
them to the last man. However true this
may be of the sepays, it is certain that the
peasantry are turning round, which is not a
good omen for them. TFor a fortnight after
the retreat from Lucknow, not a grain of
wheat or a wisp of hay could be procured
from them, even by force: but the victory
of the Oth of this month, Ly &ir Colin
Campbell, suddenly changed the tone of
popular feeling, It was then discovered
that “the English raj was really nof over;
. and the ‘Sabib loge’ speedily became
| much honoured by these servile people,
Grain, forage, milk, bread, and vegetables:
poured into the camp with unprecedented
abundance, and no difficulty was made in
furmishing such supplies as the couatry
VOL. 11. 21

guds hastening to

sip. common  doom,

amounted to near 87,000 men: they di

Lucknow, to meet their I
and die inn the last grand strugele with the |
Feringhee. The more the bhetter. 1t is |
the dispersion, mot the strength of the
enemy, that we dread. " 00

Frora this time until near the middle of
January, the enemy continned to receive
almost duily an accession to their numbers,
until the force within and around thecn):i

not, however, make any demonstration

against the camp at the Alumbagh, beyond
keeping In activity a vigilant system of
espionage ; by means of which the mensnres

of the commandant of that garrison were

made famihiar to them, even before any

attempt was made to carry them into effeet ;

they also lahoured hard at restoring the

fortifications of the varions important posi-

tions of the city, tnd in providing stores of
ammunition, &e., in order to be fully pre-

pared for the attack they anticipated from |
the force led by the commander-in-chief, '
and which they were aware would not be

long delayed. This lull in their offensive
operations did not arise from any in-
difference on their part to the important
posifion held, as it were, at their very gates
by Sir James Qutram; and it was deemed
nscessary that, previous to the arrival of any
large British force before Lucknow, the
garrison at Alumbagh should be annihifhted.
For this purpose an opporfunity seemed fo
present itself by the absencc of a con-
siderable number of the British troops, who
had been dispatehed to convoy a supply of
provisions from Cawnpore; and accordingly
a large force was detailed to attack the
garrison in 1ts weakened state; but Sir
James Outram had intelligence of the in-
tended attack, and was prepared to meet
it. At suurise on the morning of the 12th
of Januury, the rebels were seen advancing
from the city in a stream of columas, |
amonnting, in round numbers, to 50,000 men, |
forming a wide semicircle in frout and |
flank of the Alombagh and camp. = General

Outram, who had no idea of being confined

to the walls of his citadel, at once massed

his force of little more than 8,000 effective |
men into two brigades, and sent them out |
to confront the enemy. A fierce and san- |
_Euinary contest ensued ; for, while the main |
body of the enemy attacked the two Englsh
brigades, a second division proceeded to
spuault the fort of Jellalabad, which formed |

; 4
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the right extremity of the British position;

while & third, by a detonr, resched the

Alwmbagh, defended only by a very small
portion of the garrison, and endeavoured to
intercept and cut off General Outranm’s
communication with it. The stroggle con-
tinued between the mere liandful of mén
under the British general, and the over-
whelming numbers of the euwemy, from
snorise until four o’clock in the afternoun,
every gun being incessantly employed in
repelling the advance of dense masses of the
enemy. Foiled at cvery point by the in-
domitable bravery of the troops opposed to
them, the enemy at length withdrew to
their positions in the city, and the gardens
and villages surrounding it, leaving on the
field upwards of 400 killed. To pursue the
retiring force with such disparity of num-
bers was not consideved prudent, after the
arduous exertions made by the men during

fourteen. hours ‘of incessant fighting, and

Sir James Cutram remained gontent with
holding possession of the field, and securing
his position at the Alumbagh. The whole
of the casualties on the English side in this
affair, amounted to six wounded.

* On the, 16th of the month, the enemy
appeared again in the field beforq Alambagh.
The force upon this occasion was led by a
Hindoo fanatic, supposed to be a fakir of
the Monkey Temple in Awadh, disguised
to represent the Monkey god Humayun.
This enthusiast marched at the head of the
insurgents, and incited them, by bis cries
and gestures, to rush upon and exterminate
the httle band, which they might have been
sufficient to crush by mere force of num-
bers,  Fortunately all the fanaticism in the
world will not stop bullets; and the noisy
and nimble-footed rebels had a far greater
relish for keeping at a safe distance from
Friglish bayonets, than for grappling with
them at close quarters. They therefore

| could only screw their courage up, on this|

oceasion, to a tiresome and desultory conflict,
which lasted from ten in the morning until

uine at night, when they hastily retreated,

leaving their leader, the representative of

the Monkey god, a prisoner in the hands of |

the English troops, and a large number of
killed and wounded upon the ground. The
loss of 'the British was again but trifling—
4 circumstance partly uttributable to the
general’s appreciation of the value of Buro-
pean life, and partly to the withering power
of the Eufield rifle; for even numbers are of
Iittle value against an enemy who can fire
242

half-a-dozen ronnds hefore the old musket
can be brouglit within range; aud thos it is
that' the disproportion of forces, and  of
casnalties on either side, were satisfac-
torily accounted for. ;

The result of the attack on the 16th of
January, was notified to the governor-gen.
eral and. the commander-in-chief, by the
following telegram from Major-general Sir
J, Quiram :—

“Alumbagh, January 17th, 1858,

“The enemy attacked my position yester-
day, the 16th, in force, led on by a Hindoo
fanatic, Biduhe Dass Hunnooman, who was
severcly wounded and tuken prisoner. The
attucks from varicus quarters lasted, with
slight intermission, from 10 A, till 9 par.
—Loss on onr side trfling: that of the
enemy severe, This is the second attack |
within the last three days.”

At this period, the force of the enemy in
and arovnd Lucknow was daily increasing,
Hour by hour they roccived accessions of |
troops from Goruckpors, from Rohileund, and
even from Central India. The leaders, driven
from Etawah, Allygurh, Fatteghur, Go-
ruckpore, and Banda, were also swarming
to Lucknow with their bands of desperadoes, |
and had there concentrated, it was supposed, |
upwards of 100,000 fighting-men, with from
eighty to 100 guns, and abundance of am-
munition. The fortifications of the eity
had been carefully restored, the streets
intrenched, and most of the houses loopholed
for musketry ; in short, everything appeared
to indicate that the rebels, driven to bay,
intended fo die fighting, or to drive the
Europeans froma Oude, believing they could
now hold Lucknow as once they had held
Bhurtpore, From the report of the spies
sent among them at this time, it appeared
to be the general belief that the present
struggle between the sepoys and the British
would terminate in the destruction of hoth
parties. ‘Thus an officer who was engaged in
executing a party of the rebel prisoners,
asked each before he died, why he had
fought, and what was the proposed dbject
of the war? and each gave, in effect, the same
answer-—“The  slaughter of the English
was required by our veligion; the end will
be, the destruction of all the English snd
all the sepoys; and then—(iod knows.” |

Meanwhile an important contest of opin-

jon was silently opérating in the odieial

world, at the seat of governwent, and at the
camp as well as at the conrt. 'One party, led
by the government in Calcutts, was anxions
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that Lucknow should be attacked atauae;

and disposed ‘of.!  “There,” said they, *is
the true seat of the rebelliou ; and that once
secured, the bands scattered over the coun-

try would lose hope, and the rebellion

would die otit: but until that central point
of union ‘is destroged, overy day’s delay
adds to its strength and prestige ; while the
victories of the British troops only add to

| the number and the desperation of its de-

fenders.” « It was contended, that while
Luckuow continued in the hands of the
rebels, the revolt had still n centre and a flag,
around which the discoutented from every
quarter wight and wonld rally,

‘The other party, headed by the com-
mander-in-chief, were represented as holding
it essential to elear Rohileund first, They
felt that the large bands of mutineers and
insurgents still roaming over that province

| might intercept communicatious, aud pro-
' diece serious embarrassment’; while the con-

centration of rebel troops at Lucknow would
eventually be advauntageous as bringing the
difficulty to. one poiat, instead of having it
distributed all over the country. Another
reason for delay also had some influence in
this quarter: the Sikh levies, depended
upon for the angmentation of Sir Colin’s
army, were slow 1n coming forward; and
without them, the whole numerical strength
of his command was inconsiderable. It
was urged, that although some 13,000 men
(the whole number that the persistent energy
of the commander-in-chief was yet able to

collect) might be sufficient, with its native

auxiliaries and the Ghoorkas from Nepaul,
to recapture Lmcknow, yet it would not
suffice to take that place by strect-fighting
against 100,000 men—to leave a stroug gar-

| ‘rison there, and then, with the réemainder

of the little foree, to effect the clearance of
Rohileand, with the hot season immediately
before them.. 'The commander-in-chief,
therefore, was content to  bide his time.”
From the 16th of January to the end of

| the second weel i February, the rebels at

Tiucknow did not venture upon any ve-
newed demonstration of their designs on
Alumbagh; but hoping, probably, by an-
otlhier attack, to disarrange some part of the
measures they justly caleniated might be
conteroplated for their discomfiture, and
being aware that the bulk of the English
forces in India, nader Sir Colin Campbell,
were actually in motion towards the fron-
tier of their counfry, they ventured upon
repeated struggles with the troops at the

t{h ﬂmi, met with signal
wmstances  attending the
ese affairs were as

Alvmbagh, and,
defiat.  The
most important o
follpw, IR
Fixasperated by the eontinued loss to
which the rebel force in and around Luck-
now had been subjected by troops notori
ously inferior to thew in pumerical striength,
somq adherents of the principal adviver of
the (jueen (Mummoo Khan), issned -

clamation, in which it was'declarved that ' e [
were only 200 BEuropeans at' Alambagh, |
and yet that no one dared to attack {hem ||

except Mummoo Khan, The vain-glorigus
boast gave great umbrage to the sepoys and
their fficers, who forthwith held a eouneil of
war, ut which it was decided that two-hnd-
a-half months’ pay should be given to the
troops engazed in a propused assault, and
certain distinctions were to be conferved
apon them in case of success. The sepoys,
who had 1nore stomach for rewards than
for the fight that was to win them, did
not evinee any considerable ardour in com-
peting for the questionable prize, until at
length one of \the mutineer native officers
of rank underttok to annihilate the entire
English force al thé Alumbagh within ten
days, upon condition that he was appointed
to the chief command for the oceasion.
His proposal was accepted; but half the
stipulated pericd had already elapsed with-
out any approach to the promised extermi-
nation, when it was discovered that Suunday,
the 21st of Fehruury, would be a favourable
day for the entarprise. A feud had for
some weeks existed between the begum
(acting as regent for her son) and a moulvie,
who possessed “ great influence over the
troops ; but, in thi: hope of the prospective
trinmph, they wore reconciled; and the
Hindoos swore on the Ganges—the Moham-
medans on the Koran-—-that they would
destroy the British troups at the Alumbagh,
or perish in the attempt. The plan of
operations was to surround the force by.
making & wide ditour to the rear, and, when'
the circle was completed, to close in, making
desperate assaulis at five or six different

oints at the same time; mass after mass

eing poured upon the Feringhees, until not
one should be lefs alive to carry tidings of
the defeat to the Hnglish commander-ii.
chief. The schem: was cleverly designed;
and had its execubion been equal to the
spirit that comceired it, the result might
have been serions: fortunately, it was not so.
¢« Late in the (iening previous to the
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:n;‘ii}i_litat_ed .z‘f:tn_ck,_ Major-gengral Outrara

| was duly informed of the proposed opera-

tions of the rebels, aud adopted instant
measures to counteract them, ol
Just before dayhreak on the morning of
the 21st of February, a body of the rebel
army, amounting t0,:20,000 men, with a large
train of artillery, silently emerged from
their shelter in the eity and adjacent vil-
lages, and moved townrds the British posi-
tion, The msjor-general had already dis-
patched some cavalyy and guns from the

‘Alumbagh, to meet the rvight and left wings

of the enemy, cautionsly permitting them
to proceed with their intended circle wutil
it amounted to a horse-shoe. Unaware of
the measuves taken to arrest their progress,

and supposing everything to be faveurable |

to thelr project, the enemy commenced to
fire from their front and both flanks at the
same roment, They were at first replied
to languidly, with the hope of drawing them
on; but before they could find heart to

advance, the British cavalry and guns were

ab work on both estremities of their line,
pad a general rout ensued. They were
hotly chased by the cavalry and horse artil-
lery ; and their aggregate loss in the affair
amouitted to upwards of 500 men. The
casualties on . the side of the British
smounted to six wounded only.

An officer in the force sent out to atfack
the rebel troops, describes the affuir as
follows ¢ Early on the morning of the
21st of February, a body of the rebel troops,
amounting to 20,000 men, emerged from the
city and some adjacenf villages, for the
purpose of taking Alumbagh by assault.

“Their first operations heving filled all the

trenches with as many men as they could
hold, and placed large masses of infantry in
the topes as a support, a simultaneous
moyement was commenced round both
flanks of General Outean’s position, threat-
ening, at the same time, the whole length
of his front; the north.east corner of the
Alumbagh, and the picket and fort at Jella-
labad.  Outram perceiving, at a glance,
the nature and object of the attack, lost no
time in stremgthening the several endau-
gered posts, At the Alumbagh and Jella-
labad posts the enemy met a severe check,
owing fo their having ventured within
range of the grapeshot which the British
poured out upon them. The major-general
then detached 250 eavalty and two field-
pieces, in charge of Captain Barvow, to the
toar of dellalabad. Upon the arrival of the

LUCKNOW=~AN ATFACK FRUSTRATED, | 'JIH.’;TOBY OF THE

detachment at this
a body of 2,000 of the enemy’s cavalry and
5,000 ipfaatry, which were advancing to-
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int, it came in front of

wards the garrison ; but were so effeetually
kept af bay by the two field-pieces, that their
intended scheme of attack was frustrated ;
and they halted, apparently undecided
whether to fall upon and overwhelm the
handful of men opposed to them, or to retire
to auother and less daumgerous position,
The enemy’s attack on Major-general Out-

ram’s left flank, was made by no less than
5,000 cavalry and 8,000 infantry ; to oppose

which formidable number, he sent only four
field guns and 120 men of the mulitary
train, uonder Major Robertson; and this
nmere handful of brave men, with their four
guns, actually succeeded m driving back
the armed masses before them, A large.
convoy from Cawnpore was known to be on
its march at this time, and the necessary
escort had taken away the greater part of
our cavalry —a fact of which the enemy was
aware; and yet, with a disproportion of
uumbers so great in their favour, and with
all the advantages of choosing their plan of
attack, and for the accession of reinforce-
ments equal fo, or even exceeding, thsir
number in the field, this large army suffered
itself to be ignominiously beaten by ‘a few
hundred men. The truth is, that our men
now so heartily despise these miserable
rebels, that a picket, or sometimes a dozen
of men, will suffer themselves to be sur-
rounded, withont thinking of falling baclk on
the main body, and then knock the enemy
over with the Enfield rifle, mau after wan,
ag they come within rench. The assailaunts
never dream of making a rush over the
quarter of a mile at which the weapon is
fatal, knowing that any that might escape
would immediately fall into our hands;
no party, however small, being left un-
watehed,”

Cooled down by this repulse, the prudence
of the enemy for a time restrained their
courage ; and during the 2%nd, 23rd, avd
24th, everything remained quiet on their
part: but on the night of the 24th, a qoar-
rel that bad for some time existed he-
tween the Delhi and Oude sepoys, broke
out, into a fierce encounter, and there
was much fiving between the helligerent
parties in the city.  This, however, was but
the prelude to amother atbempt upun the
Enghsh position,  About 9 s of the
25th, information was sent in by the pickets,

that the enemy, in large masses, were
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| were instantly streng
- the flanks, an

WP CORRESPONDERCE.

ed, especinlly on
the troops were ordered to
stand ox ‘the alert, but to make no move-
ment until the-enemy was close at hand.
Upon this oceasion, the queen, with her son
and the officers and members of her court,
came out oi' the city on state elephants, to
encourage the assailants, and to be eye-
witiesses of the anticipated victory. Sti-
mulated by the presence of the begum, a
strong body of the rebels advanced into &

" grove of trees nenr Jellalabad, when the

order to charge was given, and, in less than

{ five minutes, the leading column of the

enemy was cuf off from both its flanks.
Two guns were captured in this charge, and
two more immediately followed, The rebels
were pavic-stricken. The rout became
general, nud so precipitate, that the cavalry
were seen riding over their owu infantry in
the way back to the city. Unfortunately
for the pursuers, the ground was extremely
broken and irregular, which interfered ma-
terially with the punishment the fugitives
would otherwise have received; but the
Lorse artillery, as usual, committed great
havoe. From this time to the first week in
March, the enemy remained guiet in their
stronghold, which, with the exception of the
residency compound, had been wholly in
their hands since the early part of July in
the preceding year,

The subjoined extracts of letters from the
‘Alumbagh, during the period cccupied by
the occurrences referred to, are interesting,
as furnishing personal views of the state of

| affsirs in Oude at the time, and of camp
i life at the Alumbagh,

The first 1s dated
February the 17th; and reads thus:—
«Tn the midst of my work yesterday, and
whilst it was blowing a tremendous dust-
storm, the rebels attempted to attack us,
and turned out pretty strong on our left.
Smithett was first sent off with a couple of
guns, and Timbrell followed 'with four
others. Captaia Olpherts accompanied the
party ; and Robertson, with the military
train, formed the cavalry escort to the guns,
On seeing the rebei infantry, Olpherts, with
the guns, galloped up to within 200 yards,
and pitched in grape. The enemy fired
once, knocked over one havildar driver, and
then cut! Olpherts then gave them rounnd
and shrapuel, and retived, having spoilt a
few of them. For some reason the cavalry
did not charge; had they done so, they

5

wiight have cht_tip‘r&; &

endeﬂ_vmuviug'fa creep round by the left, and
getling more i

| getinto the rear of the garrison. The pickets

of. These rebels ave
ertijient every day; and
whilst I am writing,| 'they are peppering
away at a great pace. On the 15th, the
guus, with Major Kobertson, who com.

manded the cavaley, went out at & good trot
for four or five miles, and then suddenly

came down upon a purty of the enemy’s in-
fautry hovering along the Bithoor-road,

escorting someone in a dhooly, This we |

have since learnt was the moulvie of Lue
now. The guns were gallope A

the front—came abont in spleudid‘ntyyqﬂ{ﬁt“'
about 150 yards® distance, and then gave
them grape. It was u splendid sight. The

moulvie was wounded in the shoulder, and

eight fellows were killed, and many wounded..
If we had had a few more cavalry we might '

have cut up every one of them, and taken
the moulvie prisoner; but Robertsou did not
like to leave the puns, as the enemy’s
cavalry were beginning to come out. We
then came back; and not before it was time;
for the rebels had put their whole army in
motion, and were advancing upon us, On
the 16th, the rebels attacked our position
again, but, after a sharp contest 'for several
hours, they were driven off. These fellows
give us no pence by day or night, and our
guns are now kept harnessed, im momen-
tary expectation of being required. Hoiv-
ever, we are all jolly, and have no sickness
in camp.”

" Another estract is from a letter dated
“ Alumbagh, February 20sh.'”  The writer
states—<The engineers’ park here iy as-
suming most magnificent proportions—ga-
bions in thousands, fascines in tens of thon-
sands, and sand-bags by cart-loads, have
already arrived Trom Cawapore, or' been
made on the spot; boats, ladders, &e., are
in proportion, and the sapper corps num-
bers nearly 'a thousand men. The enemy
have shown their teeth frequently of late;
but they have never succeeded in gaining
anything beyoud a loss, nor will they.
They were to have attacked us in force yes-
terday, and once or twice we were on the
alert, under the idea that they were coming
on ; but nothing occurred eut of the usual
practice of loud drumming and long-range
practice; nor do I suppose that the attack
threatened for to-morrow will be more to
the purpose ; for though they talk of bring-
ing ‘scaling-ladders’ up to the Alambagh
enclosure, they sre likely to sit down and
calculate the cost before they venture to
eross the intermediate ¢ mpen."2 Their esea-
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| ‘other day in the arm by grape,
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fance, The sause of their present

%: Sth regiment um}ehr:wktp deg:‘my'thé
English in ten days, if he wero made com-
! ‘He has
now only half his ‘time to do it in, poor
fellow,  The moulvie was wounded the
His life

| will be saved, but his arm will be nseless

for the remainder of his days—no very pro-
tracted period, I fancy, if he falls into our
hands,  The begum, they say, is in a
dreadful state of mind at the turn affairs
bave taken. The Delbi troops compelled
her to release the monlvie, who, having set
up a throne of his own in rivaley to that of

“her son (the present f boy-king’), had been
| seeurad and thrown into prison; and as
the moulvie. declares that everything has

lisnapiyugdnns bis cootnamsot (wherens,
&

had he beon ot large, he would long since

‘haye exterminated ns), the Delhi gentlemen
are decidedly disrespectful to her majesty’

the gueen-mother. The loeal troops, by
whom her son was placed on the throne,
though very respectful, are unequivocally
disobedient. They profess their readiness
to fight on leing peid—a condition with
which their royal mistress cannot comply ;
and. they are 1ot the men to be coaxed
into perilous activity by the promises of
the Indy, although she has increased their
pay to twelve rupecs per mensem—that of
the recusant Delhi-ites remaining at nine
rupees,  To add toithe poor woman’s dis-

" comfort, Maun Sing has broken away from
~ the /rebels, and entered into an alliance

witl Macgregor., Maun's example has
heen followed hy otlier sivdars; and a very

| general feeling of distrust seems to prevail

in the rebel ranks. 8o uncomfortable is
the position of the poor beguin, that even

" her favouarite, Mummoo Khan—-the daiogah

of the ex-king’s seraglio, and well known
to be 'the father of the present boy-King;
though, of course, the latter iy, in theory,
the son of Wajid Ali—has latterly pre-
sumed to be insvlent towards her, and has,
jn consequence, been more than once re-
primanded for it in  durbar. The be-
gum holds duily levées, and addresses the
officers of state, civil and military, with
much envrgy from behiud s purdah. Poor
thing ! she talks of poisoning herself and
her son also, so soou as the Kaserbagh is
stormed ; and it is the very best thing she
gan do, It will save herself and Sir' Colin
246

Campbell & world of '.t;_m‘:h:le 4o for if taken,

it 18 1mpossible she can be et off; and I

am sare 8ir Colin would much rather nob
have the hanging of her—he bates that

sort of thing” % :
As the time approached when Lucknow was

‘again destined to revert fo the poessession of

the English authorities—a fact to he realised
only through torrents of blood -and days of
frightful carnage—it may be apropos here to

observe, that during the interval between

November and March, the defences of the

lcity had been greatly strengthened and

angmented.  Although not snrrounded by
a, fortifind wall, as Delhi had been, its
many wiles of ares, full of narrow strents
and lofty houses, and occupicd by an énora

‘mous. military force, in addition to the

ordinary population, constituted it a formi-

dable stronghold. The eity, it will be re-
‘membered, lies on the right bank of the

river (oomtee, which there runs nesrly from
vorth-west to' south-east; all the buildings
on the opposite or left bank of the river
being mnearly suburban.
round the buildings called the Martinicre
and the Dilkoosha, the river changes ite
eourse towards the south. The south-east-
ern extrennty of the city is bounded by a
canal, which ¢uters the Goomtee near the
Martiniére; but there is no defined boun-
dary on the south-west, west, or novth-west.
Between the crowded or commercial part of
the city, anil the river, there extended,
previous to the revolt, a long range of
palaces and girdens, occupying, collectively,
an nnmense srea;, and known by the several
names of the Secunderbagh, the Shah
Nujeef, Shali Munzl, the Motee Mahal,
the Kaiserbagh (or Palace of the King),
the Chuttur Munzil, Fhurreed  Buksh, the
Resideney enclosure, Muchee Bowun, the
great  Bmawubarra, and the Moosabagh ;
these varions palaces aud stately buildings
ocenpying an plmost continnous line of five

miles along the right bank of the river, and

furming & belt between it and £he poorer uud
more dense portion of the eity. Mo eross
the river, there were at this time thres
bridges—~namely, one of stone, near the
great Bmaumbarra; an  iron suspension
bridge, near the residency; and a bridge of
boats, near the Motee Mahal,

In preparing for the struggle which they
were well aware was hafore them, the rebels
did not neglect the various precanfivns of
defensive warfare; and rightly judging that
the English commander would avoid a hand-

After, winding |
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to-hand contest it the streets, and would

" direct his attack towards the south-eastern |
| suburh, they exerted themselves in strength~

euing that side of the ciby.  In their plan

of fortification they prudently treated the

buildings 4nd courls of the Kaiserbagh as
a citadel, and interposed between it and the
espected besiegers a series of | formidable
works,  The exterior of these was a line of
defence extending | from’ the river{to a
building  known as “Banks' House;” of
this line the canal formed the wet diteh, and
behind. it was & rampart or embankment

with guns. The second defence eonsisted

of an earthwork beginning at the river-side,
neat the Motee Mahal: and the third, or
interior defence, was formed by the prin.
cipal rampart of the Kaiserbagh itsclf. = All
these lines! consisted of wellsconstrucied
earthen parapets, or ridges fronted by wide
and deep ditches, and strengthencd at in-
tervals by bastions.  But not aloue on these
formidable works did the enemy rely; for,
with prudent foresight, they had loppholed
and fortified almost every house and en-
closure, constructed strong connter-guards
in front of the gateways, and placed isolated
hastions, stockades, and traverses across

| each of the principal streets. The thvee

lines of defence all abutted at one extremity
on the river Goomtee ; and, at the other,on
the great street or road called the Fluzrnt-
gunge, which was one of the chief avenues,
and was loopholed and bastioned, Nearly
one handred guns and mortars were placed
in position upon the various works ; and the
number of troopy collected for the defence
of the place, was computed as ranging be-
tsween ninety and one bundred thousaud.
Whatever the exact number of troops might
then have been, it was certain that, at the be-
ginning of March, the aity contained above
£0,000 revolted sepoys: and at least 50,000
irregular vglanteers, and armed retainers of
insnrgent chiefs; besides the ordinary city
population of some 800,000 persons;. and
upon this immense host of living beings, con-

| gregated and massed within the boundaries

of Lucknow, the storm of war was about to

| burst with pitiless but just severity. The in-

surgent chiefs of Oude, with their followers,
animated by a desive to avenge the wrong
inflicted upon their native sovereign by the
prostration ot hig throne, and the degradation
of his kingdom to the level of a mere

| English prevince, were there asscmbled to

wmake a last effort for native independence.

oY

ittes of the war rendered ilﬂﬁ%i'&}&b}ildﬁitﬁdei‘

'E:M'gla-hulism' g;vgmm nt, whose  lives |
searcely depended ‘%f“@ | the alternative |
afforded by victory lor defeat, were there

lalso in their ﬁesper#fiﬂ?l_*-'.m&_th_e position

of the mere resident population. was neces-
sarily compromised by their presence. This, |
 however, was a result which the stern ueces-

any gircumstances, i

at the time, the first and prime mover of the
insurrectionary movement was the begum,
Huzrut Mehal, first wife of the king of Oude,
then a prisoner at Fort William, Calenfta.
This personage is represented to be a woman
of much energy of character; whao, sixce the
departure of her husband, had assnmed the
regency of the kingdom, acting in the uame
of, and during the minority of her son, a
boy of eight years old, whom she now de-
sived to be looked mpon as the successor of
his father upon the musnud, A favourite
counsellor of the begum, named Mummoo
Khan, raised by her to the office of ehief |
judge, and one Shivreff-u-Dowlab, the ehief |
minister, were her principal advisers; the |
commauder-in-chief, Hissamut-u-Dowlah, |
also exercised great influence in the coun- |
cily of the regent; as did also a mouivie, |
or Mussuiman fanatie, who, though pro-
fessing allegiance fo the infant prince, laid
under strong suspicion of siming at the
throne for his own purposes-—a. surmise |
that created vauch persoval ili-fecling at |
times between the begum and himself.
Most of the chief officers of the existing
Oudian government, had. purchased their |
places by large gifts to the begum or her |
favourites, and were consequently deeply
interested in the success of her cause
iu the approaching struggle. The power«
ful military commands under Shivreff-u-
Dowlah, were held by eunuchs of the royal |
palace, !
One serious ‘obstacle to’ success in this
war—which, ‘as regards the Oudians ex- .
clusively, might be regarded as a war of
independence—was the simple fact, that the
court of Lucknow was a vast mass of in-
trigue, in which the varions members of tho
royal family only sought how they might
obtain power and wealth at the expense of
each other, and of the bulk of the people;
while the ministers aend officect were
only snbservient to their purposes, so far |
a8 might conduce to their own personal |

The mutinons and revolted sepoys of the
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Of the leaders and chief personages who
‘exercised influence over this vast multitnde

{14 Nt




LUGKNOW-~THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIER,] HIQTGRY OF THE.

leader, although moved by different con-
siderations, were in fact the chief levers by
‘which popular resistance to British rule
was moved, and by them every measure
was resorted to that wonld' incite the fana-
ticizm of the native population against the
Euglish, who were stndiously represented
as murdering all that fell iuta their hands;
angd resistance to the death was inculeated
as the only means by whish a chance of
deliveranee could be preserved to the people
of Oude,

After the reduction and reoccupation
of Futteghur aud Furruckabad, it will be
rgmembered, the commander-in-chief coun-
tinued for some days encamped im the
neighbiourhogd of the former place, busily
oceupied in collecting his resources for the
final advance into Oude. While thus sta.
tioned, his excellency dispatched to the
governor-general the following account of
the operations of the various foreces under
his command :——

“ Head-quartars, Fort Futteghur, Jan, §th, 1858,
“My Lord,—~I have already hed the honour to
inform your lordship by telegraph, of the various
arrangements which have been made for the march
of the force, under my immediate command, up the
Dosb, Having been obliged to part with much of
my carringe to meet the wunts of Mujor-general Sir
J. Outram, G.0.B,, in Oude, considerable delay was
unavoidable at Cawnpore afler the action of the 6th,
‘The time, howevet, was not lost. A brigade under
Brigadier the Hon. Adrian Hope was detached to
! Bithoor, where every vestige of the Nana Suhib's
praperty was swept away ; and, after very consider-
able exertion, much treasure recovered from the
wells belonging to his former palace. The troops
had worked hard at this duty; and it was not com-
pleted’ when it hiecame neeessary for Brigadier Hope
to close on me, subsequent to my march,  The 88th
faot was aecordingly ordered out from Cawnpore,
under Colonel Maxwell, C.B., to prosecute the re-
searches which bad already been attended by much
suceess. An order has been given to wansfer the
treasure 80 found to Mr. Sherer, civil magistrate of
Cawnpore, vl
“ Apother brigade had been detached under
Brigadier Walpole, to make a detour by Akbarpore,
through Elawah to Mynpoorie, with orders to rejsin
me on the Grand Trunk-road. The effuct of ‘this
movement has boen éxcellent; and Captain Bradford,
the officer whom 1 selected o aot us u special cop-
migsioner to aecompany Brigadier Walpale's force,
has been enabled to shape out the police arrange-
ments.  He has punished some notorious malefac-
tors and disaflected districts, as shown by the various
reports which have been forwarded to the sacratary
efpgovcrnment. In consequence of the march of
this column, it would appear that there has been g
cemplete sweep of rebels and bad characters from
the sonthern part of the Doab, = Brigadier Walpale
joined me yesterday at Futteghur, _amtl has received
| my entire upproval for the able and judicious manner
l in which he has carvied out the duty entrusted to

him, T am informed, by the vivil authotities, that

wy protracted stay at Cawnpore was of much benefit;
and I am eanvinced that, apart from any immediate’
military object, it is necessiry for the reestablishe
mant of authority, tbaé‘ the ‘march of the troops
should be deliberate.  Time'is thus sfforded to the
megistrates and special commissioners to visit rebel-
lious téwns, and villages, and again display to the
people, in an unmistakable manner, the resolution
of your lordship’s government to wisit punishment
on all those who have, during the last few months,

set aside their ellegiance. Our movements have .

accotdingly been regulated on this p:inm%]‘e with

-

reference to the day on which Brigadier Walpole
was ordered to be al Mynpoorie, and the date of the
robable nrrival of L‘a{onal Seaton’s column from

¢lhi, at the same plice, Having completed my
means of movement with the carts which had returnesd
from Allnhabad on the 25pd December, after son-
veying the wounded to that station, I marched to
Chowbepore on the 24th,

“On the 28th, while the head-guarters and one
brigade were advanced to Meerunka Secai, Major-
general Windham, C.B., wes detached with “his
remsining brigade to Futtiah, the rajah of which

lace had abandoned his fort the night of the advance
K-o Cawnpore. | The fort wos destroyed by the
engineers, and several rebels helonging to the wil-
lages in the neighbourlivod were disposed of b
the. magistrate. Mr. Power aecompanied this bri-
gode, and was enabled to make & good cirenit round
the country. Measures were taken, from out several
halting-places, to destroy the ¢ountry boate on the
Ganges, in order to preventinterruption of the Doab,
from the Oude side of the tiver, when the troops
should hawe moved on. A considerable: number
were burnt, but it is probable thet many may have
essaped notice, i |

“ On the 318t of December the Jesding brigades
arrived at Goorsaigunge, Brigadier Gireathed and
Major-general Windham closing up, the one from
the river in the evening, and the other from Futtiah
the next day, Iarly Fn the forenpon of the lst of

Janoary, Brigadiey Hope was sent forward with two

regiments to the Kalee Nuddee, to prevent the fur-
ther destruction of the jron suspension-bridge b

the rebels. They disappeared vn his approach, an

the coips of royal engingers and Bengal sappers,
with a party of sailors, under Mujor Ninhcs'mn
(royal engineers), set to work with great vigour, nnd
worked day and night for the repair of the bridge,
whiehi had been very much injured. I consider that
Mgjor Nicholson, and the officers and men under
his command, deserve great credit for the unflagging
industry and real skill displayed on this occasion,
The sailors were speciully useful to Major Nicholson,
in the munagement of the ropes whi:ﬁ replaced the
broken part of the iron-work of the suspension-

bridge.
“0On the morning of the 9nd of Fanuvary, T rode
out, accompanied by the.chief.of the-stall "to see if'

the bridge was ready for the advance of the column.
Shortly after my arrival, while I was inspecting the
work, which wes neariy complete, I observed &n
unusual movement amongst the villagers in o villege
about half @ mile to the right front of the bridge,
Tt soon became evident that an attack was about to
be made on the working parties. The pioket, which
had been placed on the enemy’s side of the river, to
cover the wotking party, was quickly reinforced.
'The pickets there, consisting of a wing of the 53rd
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