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prey to their fanatical foes, to peri.sh in the passes exposed to
the full rigour of an Afghan winter. |

The concluding remarks by Broadfoot on that pmt of qut
‘Byre's narrative, from the outbreak to November 23, 1841
are as follows :

Lieut. Fyre’s narrative here closas the rest not having beon

gent in. It shows that to our own mismanagement, in Afghanistan

and in India, we chiefly owe our misfortunes, There 18 in the
narrative a tone of bitterness towards individuals which would
render its accuracy suspicious but for the fact of its having been
(ompﬂed under the correction of go many survivors, active agents
in the events, and fellow-prigoners of Lieut. Hyre. -

As to the cowardice of H.M.'s 44th Regt. and other portions
of the troops, it is only what will always result from feebleness and

incapacity in the leaders, in situations so false, in a military point. B

of view, as was that of the Cabool force. The 44th were of the
same class of men ag other British soldiers, and only gave way
somewhat sooner from being in a bad state of discipline originally.
The native troops, like other troops, gave way sooner or later as
they had good or indifferent officers.

The military errors are plain and numerous ; but it was the fault
of the Government that our armies were so circumstanced that
incapacity should lead to annihilation. As to Gen. Elphinstone,
he had many disadvantages to confend with, and he was ufterly
broken by sickness in mind and body ; in fact, he had actually senf
. in his resignation on these grounds.

After November 28 our troops cannot be said fo have fought
the enemy insulted and harassed them with impunity, except from
oceasional efforts of individuals, especially Capt. Colin Mackenzie
with a handful of Juzailchees and Sappers. The inilitary autho-
rities called on the Envoy to capitulate. The Shah early in
Deceomber openly declared himself the chief Ghazee, and conferred
honourg on the champions of the faith. Negotiations were opened
with Mahomed Akbar Khan, interrupted by this chief murdering
the Envoy, and were resumed ali the instance of the military leaders
‘against the advice of the subordinate political officers (Major
Pottinger, Capt, Mackenzie, &e.), and finally, on January 6, 1842,
the force marched. The same feebleness and inecapacity of the
leaders, and migconduct of the troops, marked the march, and its
dlisagtrous end 18 known.

I had 300 Sappers there, very fine troops, which had been sent
back from Tezin. They were ordered to bridge the watercourses
near the cantonment for the passage of our camels, and not allowed
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1o take their arms. Thege were left under a guard in the eanton-
ment. The men were kept ab the bridges till night, when the
epemy rushed into the cantonment, and seized their arms, Thus,
by gross mismanagement, were these men delivered up helpless
to slaughter, Some have made their way through all: most of

‘them perished in the passes. They were, according fo the custom

theve, transferred from one strange officer to another, but clung
together to the last; and no small number reached Jugduluk, to
perish in the last fatal march from that place. 1 give this to show
the extent mismanagement had reached.

At Jugduluk the unfortunate remnant took up a position in a
amall table-land, at one corner of which rises a conical hill, This
table-land was oecupied by a piquet of Bir R. Sale’s force on its
march down, and I had to secure them, as we also were surrounded.
The conieal hill go completely commands the ground that I found

it necessary to construct a small work by digging out the peak,

 where T put o party of our best men. It is a dangerous post to
hold, inasmuch ag it can only be entered or quitted under fire of
many hills around, but safe [when] once entered. This post Gen.
Eiphingtone neglected, and the enemy seized it, making a terrible
slaughter of our men from it. Major Thain proposed to the rem-
nant of the 44th to storm it, and a number consented ; but they
had to volunteer for officers! and were led by Lieut. Macartney,
8.8.F.,% Capt. Mathews commanding the Sappers 5.5.F., and Capt.
Hay, also of 8.8.F'. Two of these officers were wounded, but the
hill was taken. The troops, however, could not be kept in it, and
the enemy again seized it. In hopes of stopping thig slaughter,
(en. Blphinstone, Brigadier Shelton, and Capt. Johnson were
induced to visit Mahomed Akbar to negotiate. They found them-
gelves prisoners, and the poor (eneral vainly demanded to be sent
back to perish with his men. He was already wounded. e con-
trived to gend the troops information of the treachery, and they
marched ; but an abattis across the road caused irretrievable con-
fusion. Had they been in hand they might still have forced the
pass, not a very ditfieult one; but the above incidents will have
shown disorganisation could go little farther. Brigadier Anquetil’s
denth completed it, and the force then utterly perished under the
kuives of the neighbouring peasantry, for the Cabool troops had
gone back.

We long had no accounts of these matters but from Lady
Sale’s letters, which, naturally, carried too great weight here. She,
geeing the pursuit by fthe enemy’s cavalry in the Cabool actions,

5 S.8.F. : Shah Shuja’s forece.
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and the way our troops, horde and foot, ehrank from meeting tham,
formed an extraordinary opinion of them, and communicated it to
the authorities here, where it did ug much harm. An injuriouns
timidity was shown that gave extraovdinary confidence to the
enemy, and tended to produce despondeney among ourselves,  Theis
cavalry is, like their infantry, composed of men severally brave,
collectively worthless. 'The men are ill mounted, and, above all,
without mutual confidence, which diseiplive and regular organisa-
. tion alone can give, It was not till repeated oxamples, chiefly with =
~our horse in foraging parties, and the sappers® in working parties,
had shown that the merest handful of disciplined troops raoderately
supported could act in the face of any number of them, and defeat
great odds, that their true value began to be felt. i
Buf this spread farther, and the Afghan cavalry and infantry
were, most erconeonsly, belioved to be an enemy more formidable
than any we had hitherto met, Nething could be more unfounded,
I have geen nothing like military skill among their leaders bud
onoe, [viz.] in a chief in the Jugduluk pass, who was killed at the
‘time, and his efforts failed. Their troops are mere peasandry ag far
a8 the infantry soldiers are concerned; the cavalry soldiers are an
ill-mounted mob, not to be compared to the Malirattas, and still
less fo the troops of Hyder Ali and Tippoo. As fto coping with
digeiplined troops, Buropean of native, it is absnrd, unless in dases
of mismanagement so gross that it matters not who the enemy
are. All we want arve efficient leaders, and above all an efficient
commigsariat, aud system of equipment adapted to the country.,
Would to Heaven, Gen. Cullen were here as Commissary-General
with wnlimited power from the Government, and all would go well.
We have failed from ignorance, want of forethought,; and the gross
neglect of every rule of war and policy, in our governors and
commanders, The difficultios of the force under Gen, Blphin-
stone, eithor with a view to suppressing the rebellion, or retiring to
India, or rather the difficulty of invading and subduing the country
through the Punjab, which is open to us, is not equal to that of the
enterprise accomplished by the Duke of Wellington, when he
marched from Mysore to destroy the Maharatta confederacy. e, -
also, had a long line of operation, poor and difficult countries to
traverse, rapid rivers to oross, and mountaing not merely to pass, but,
as at Gawilgurh, to carry his giege train across, But see his fore-
sight, timely preparation, and profound knowledge, and then see the
results in bis uninterrupted and then unparalleled march from
vietory to vistory. Yet he had, besides natural obstacles, to con-

* They used to have no covering parties. Half worked, and were protected
by the rest.



‘tend with armies that conld fight a battle like Assaye, which the
Afghans could no more do than the American Indians.

Het the Duke down at Ferozpore with carte blanche ; both con-
tempt of the enemy and timidity would disappear, and Afghanistan
would goon be our own fo keep or abandon.

1 know not what is o be the future policy ; but this I know, that

however great (and it is enormous) is the evil of a poor dependency,
. or expensive war pressing on our finances, scanty at the best, it is
but an inconvenience that time and prudence may remedy, com-
pared with the evil of our superiority in arms being doubted in
Tndia: above all, if those before whom we are coustrained fo go
back, are an Asiatic and Tndian nation like the Afghans, Shake
the belief in our invineibility, in our immeasurable military supe-
riority rendering opposition hopeless, and you shake the foundation
of our power.

" Whilst Pollock’s army was being got ready to advance to-
wards Kabul, Broadfoot was sent out with a small force, on
July 25, towards Fatehabad and Gandamak. He considered
that his detachment was too weak to withstand an attack
from the Afghans; and therefore he at once assumed the
offensive. By malking sudden and rapid marches he defeated
his foes in detail with such effect as to eause the submission
of all in the neighbourhood, These movements, though un-
doubtedly the wisest under the circumstances, alarmed Pollock,
a cautious rather than a dashing commander. Broadfoot was
forbidden to act on the offensive, which the General consi-
dered to be dangerous for so small a force far from support :
at thesame time reinforcements were promised. Of Broadfoot’s
doings, Capt. Henry Lawrence in a letter to Mr. George Clerk,
dated August 7, 1842, wrote-thus :

Broadfoot ig out here, doing good service in collecting grain and
frightening the scoundrels. He went up the valley towards Kajar
four days ago, where the inhabitants were all in revolt; but to-day
the Malliks of the whole eountry round for ten niles have come in.
He took hig-Sappers and 200 irvegular horse, and has, T think, done
great good ; but he has got a damper from the General.

In the same letter reference is made to the destruction of
Fatehabad by Broadfoot, as a grateful sight and a most just
punishment. Two days later Lawrence contrasted Broadfoot’s
energy in command of a small detachment, with Sale’s in-
aetivity at the head of a large brigade,
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Sappers ordered to Mamu Ehel-—Instructions from Gen. Pollock—Degoripa
tion of the ground—Broadfoot attacked and carried the village—Pursued
the enemy to Kadi Khel—Partially cleared the hills beyond—Advanca
arrested by the arrival of a senior officer-—Unfortunate result—Troops retired
to Mamu Ehel-—Afghans skilful in mountain war—Letfer o Mr. Lioch—
(ten. Elphinstone—Letter to Mrs. Bayley—Post of honour given to Broad-
foot’s Sappers—Affair ab Jagdalak--Action at Tesin--Arrival at Kabul--
Recovery of the prisoners—Gen. Nott—Capture of Istalif : Broadfoof wounded
—Return of the army to Firozpur-— Letters to Mrs. Bayley and Mz,
Loch, and from Lord Ellenborough—Broadfoot gazetted brevet-major and
C.B. : i

Py the strenuons exertions of all concerned, from the Governor-
Genoral downwards, supplies and carriage were so far provided
that a forward movement on the part of Pollock’s army bheeame
possible. Baggage was reduced, the sick were left behind, and
Broadfoot volunteered to take his Sappers without tents at all.
Pollock marched from Jalalabad on August 20, and arrived
at Gandamak on the 28rd, where he intended to hali to collect
further supplies and to await news from Gen. Nott. Gan-
damak was within the region in which disaster, destruction,
and plunder had proved to the satisfaction of the Afghan his
superiority to British troops. Consequently small detached
bodies did not fear to approach Pollock’s army, and endeavour
by insult and provocation to bring on a fight.
~ Beeing that there was hard work to be done, and the im-
portance of having it well done, Pollock sent that night for
Broadfoot and his-Sappers, and a squadron of H.M.s 8rd
Dragoons who were behind with Sale at Nimla. So promptly
did théy respond that they were with the Gengral before sun-
rise. 'With Pollock, as with Sale on former oceasions, there
was no danger of Broadfoot and his men being forgotten in
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t the hour of per;l however iaulty the Genera]a memories might
be when that was over and when the time eame for mention-
ing their services in despatches. Gen, Pollock’s despatch of
August 25, 1842, is a remarkable instance of thig. 1t records
how, as above mentioned, Broadfoot was sent for in the night,
and arrived before daylight; how at 4 A he with his corps
joined the right column, which he for a time commanded ; how
he cleared the hills of the enemy in one place, and in another
ca,ptured their camp equipage, with its carriage cattle. And
yet in the next paragraph, where the officers Whospecmliy dig-
' tmgmshed themselves are thanked, Broadfoot's name is Jooked
for in vain. Gen. Pollock published Broadfoot's report, and
in the mention made in the body of the despateh of hig services
there is nothing to indicate an unworthy motive, or a wish to
conceal their value. The omission of his name among the of-
ficers ‘ mentioned in the despatch ® must therefore be put down
to an oversight ; but it is one deserving of severe censure. If
there were any reasons why Broadfoot's name should not have
been mentioned as one to whom the General was specially in-
debted on that occasion, they should, considering the tenor of

the rest of the despatch, have been explained.

Broadfoot’s report, or rather a review of the events of 1842
in Afghanistan by the ‘Delhi Gazette,” based on that report,
the accuracy of which was questioned by Col. Taylor of the
9th Foot, led to a correspondence which elicited from Broad-
foot an account of the events of the day so complete and
o aceurate, that Col. Taylor was desired by high military
‘anthority to make no reply.

The report ig as follows :

From Capt. G. Broadfoot, Sappers and Miners, commanding
Right Column, to Capt. G. Ponsonby, 4ssist. Adjt.-General.

Camp, Mamoo Khel : Angust 25, 1842,

 8ir,—Agreeably to orders, [ have the honour to report the pro.
geedings of the columan entrusted to me by the Major-General com-
manding in the action yesterday.

I moved, as directed, with the Sappers (a,bout 220 men) and the
‘8rd Irregular Cavalry (250) across the ravine on the right of the
force. We found the enemy strongly posted in an orchard with some
 inclosures, and the usual fieldworks of loose stones in their frong
K 2




! 132 il | BROADFOOT'S REPORT IO

wwere also occupled This poslt.lon ﬂa.nked. the approach of the main
bod

yH&VlIlg formed an attacking party in front, I sent the rest of the .
Sappers in coluran, under Tieut. Orr, to turn the enemy’s left flank,
and Capt. Tait's horse still more to the right and in advance, to cut
off their retreat. While we waited in this order the advance of the

force, the enemy reinforced the orchard and moved out to attack us.

I was therefore obliged to advance before the force arrived. The

enemy's positions were quickly carried in suecession. One party
wags driven towards the 8rd Irregular Cavalry, who pursued, and the
remainder fled to the village of Mamoo Khel, into which the main
body of the enemy were at this moment driven by the fire of our
artillery, They opened & fire on ug, ill directed, but so heavy that
we were obliged to attack the village ; they fled when we reached if,
" and the Sappers pursued to the fort, but were so exhausted by the
march from Futehabad and the previous operations that the enemy
'was able to enter and barricade the gate; their fire was kept down
by one party of Sappers, while the rest climbed on each other's
ghoulders over a half-repaired bastion about eight feet high and
covered with thorns; the enemy fled over the walls on the other side,
leaving the rear gate barricaded. This, and descending from the
walls, lost so much time, that pursuit was nearly hopeless ag far as
our now exhansted men were concsrned. We pressed on with the
. least fatigued, however, and keeping up to the hills forced the enemy
into level ground; our cavalry was approaching, and we had the
satisfaction of seeing the cavalry overtake and attack them.

Parties were now directed to destroy the forts abandoned on the
cavalry approaching, while with a few men I pushed on to the last
village near the hills, where we surprised the enemy, whose head-
quarters were there, driving them out of the village and adjoining
camp, and obtmnmg their tents, cattle, and ammunition, and a good
quantity of provisiont, The enemy (who were evidently the Juzail-
chees from Cabool) fled to the hills, the fire from which swept the
village.

I was now directed to take a party of H.M.'s9th Foot, the SBappers
being now worn out, except about six men, and attack the hills ; the
first and second heights were carried at the point of the bayonet
and flanking parties having turned the shoulders of the high range,
we were advaneing up it when the main force arrived, and our
farther progress was stayed. My separate cornmand now ceased,
and I was soon after ordered with the Sappers to headquarters,

The conduct of the troops, officers and men, Furopean and
native, was admirable, and it is due to the 26th N.I. to mention
that in storming the second height with a party of H.M.'s 9th Foot,
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‘A pa,rf.y of the former corps joined ns, and behaved with the game
gpirit ag the rest. I have &o.
G ' Gt. Broaproor, Oaptm‘n,
Commanding Right Column.

. From thig report the ¢ Delhi Gazette ' compiled the follow-
. ing sentence, which formed part of their review of the évents of
1842

The Sappers being completely kmocked up except about six men,
Capt. Broadfoot took a party of H.M.'s 9th Foot, carried some of
" the hills at the point of the bayonet, and would have driven off all

the enemy, had not Gen. Pollock thought it prudent to recall all the
' detached parties, some of whom had gone more than two miles in
'advance of Mamoo Khel,

With refelence to thig, Col. Taylor addressed the edltor of

.thﬁ ¢ Delhi Gazette’ as follows:

Camp, Mobarakpore : February 20, 1843,

fir,~~0bserving in your ‘ Gazette * of the 15th inist., in ¢ continua-
“tion of a review of the past year,’ a narrative of the affair at Mamog
Khel between the troops of Major-Gen. Pollock and the Afghans on
August 24 last, in which you state that Capt. (now Major) Broad-
foot “ took a party of the 9th Foot, carried some hills at the point of
the bayonet,’ &e. ; in correction I have to observe that on that day
‘o party of the 9th Foot was placed under Capt. Broadfoot’s com-
mand either by me or Gen. M’ Caslall, nor did any soldiers of that
corps act under his orders to my knowledge. In justice to two gallant
officers, I have further to add that on the occagion alluded to by you,
I ordered Major Huish, 46th N.L, and Capt. Ogle, H.M.’s 9th Foot
(both senior to Capt. Broadfoot), to take two companies from each of
those regiments, and dislodge the enemy{rom the heights over Kookey
Kail, which they effectually did in a few minutes, and to those officers
ig due the credit of that gallant action. Capt. Broadfoot, I under-
- gtood, accompanied them with three or four of his Sappers, but he
could have no command of a superior officer, Major Huish.

: I have the honour &e. :

A. B. TAYLOR,
Lnewt.-Col. 9th Foot.

. This called forth from Broadfoot a letter which appeared in
. the ¢ Englishman and Military Chrouiele’ of March 23, 1843,
~ on which that newspaper remarked ;

Q.
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 We have much pleasure in giving publicity to the following eom-
munieation from Mgjor Broadfoot, congerning the carrying of certain
hills at Mamoo Khel, in which'the Igai].,_lﬁi;ﬂi‘l\mj or incontestably proves -
that the whole work was dene by. hitnself, prior . to his supersession
by Lieut-Col. Huigh ;. and tha;t.:;__(j'ﬂl._T_ajl’otf’s‘ vargion: of the affair :
does not invalidate his (Major Broadfeot's) claim to the chief credit
due for the conspicuous part He bore it the trensaction. The com-
munication is written in the frank, mdnly, soldierlike tone, we should
have expected from one of the szt-:ﬁisﬁﬂguisﬁll;ed officers engaged
in that memorable campaign, and as a mere personal yariative of a
very gallant, brilliant action, we are quite swre will be perused with
much interest by all our military readers. " We’ have neither time
nor space st the present moment to comment move fully upon the
subject. : AR o

' To the Hditor of the * Englishman and M ilitaiy Gi‘bﬂ?@i&flﬁ;’

Sir,-~With reference to Lieut.-Col, Taylor’s letter axid my owxr, il
in your paper of the 12th and 18th instant, you will oblige me byt v
giving a place to the following : RIS 5" ol

About the middle of August last, Major-Gten. Pollock advanced
 from Jellalabad to Gundumuk, Sir Robert Sale being left ab Futteh- '

abad. A small Afghan force had come from Cabool to garrison

Tatang, o fort of Mahomed Akbar near Gundumuk, but it was

destroyed before their arrival by a detachment of Sir R. Bale’s troops.
The intended garrison, being joined by some neighbouring ehiefs,
took post at Mamoo Khel, aboul two miles from Gen. Pollock’s
camp at Gundumuk : they attacked his piquets, followed back small -
parties sent to look at them, and not being chastised, inereased in
numbers hourly. At length Gen, Pollock resolved to attack them
and eapture Mamoo Khel, the seat of one of the great officers of Shal
Shooja’s Conrt,and a leader in the movements againgt the English,

On August. 28, Sir R. Bale was directed to gend a squadron
of H.M’s 8rd Dragoons, and Broadfoot’s Sapper corps, on fta
CGlundumuk ; the latter were at the moment some miles from
eamp bringing in supplies, but by evening they had returned, and
after dark marched with the Dragoons under Major Bond, leaving
gtores and bmggage with the usual guards (besides about a company
in garrison at & fort & few miles off) to follow next day. They were
thus only about 800 strong. :

The mar¢h was only fifteen miles, but included an ascent of
about 2,000 feet, and a descent of perhaps 500, '

Major Bond. prrived ‘before dawn on the 24th, and found Gen.
Pollock’s forcemnder arns to move on Mamoo Khel. The Sappers
were ordered f%oin,  Thpyhad now been four-and-tiventy hours at

R AL
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work or nnder arms with no food save dry pnlse, eaten ag they
marched ; aud when at daylight a few minutes’ halt was made, they
gat down and nearly all slept from weariness. On Capt. (now
Major) Havelock, however, summoning them to the front of the
eolumn, they received him with loud cheers, Cten. Pollock now told
e to furnish such skirmishing parties as would be demanded by
officers whom he named ; T think (but am not certain) they were
Brigadier Tulloch and Lieut.-Col. Taylor. The force movod on,
but no skirmishers were asked for. Gen. Pollock after a time came
up again, and with many kind expressions informed me he wished
the men to share in a fight they had come so far for, and he.
desired me to mention any separate service for them my knowledge
of the ground * might suggest; fi nally
il I had :‘Eﬂ “l“dert;'“ R"hgft he sanctioned another colamn on the
i against tho place the year Be- Jopi ¢6 secure our flank and com-
plete our success by getting on the i L
' enemy’s best line of retreat; that, namely, towards Koodee Khel, e
an opetiing in the mountains two miles beyond and to our right of
Mamoo Khel.

The country south of Gundumuk rises rapidly bat uniformly
for four or five miles to the foot of the first range of the steep and
pine-covered hills of the Soofeed Koh. The hill streams flow fo
the Soorkhab river in deep channels which divide thig tract into
strips of irregular form stretehing obliquely up to the hills, On
one of these stands Mamoo Khel, an open village of flat-roofed
houses of mud and stone, overlooking the stream on our right as
we came from Gundumuk; about three-quarters of a mile beyond
it, and towards the stream on our left, was the fort, a weak place,

without a ditch, and surrounded with broken gmund laid out in
gardens and vineyards., The rest of the ground was cultivated in
terraces for corn, and it narrowed towards Koodee Khel. Beyond
the stream on our right was a tract of similar form, but stony and
barren, save near the stream, where there were orchards. Aeross
this stream I was directed to take the Sappers and Tait's horse as
a subsidiary column of attack.

We moved rapidly to our new pla.ce and found the enemy in
gome force on that side, and posted in the orchards; while on
.Gen. Pollock’s side of the stream a considerable body was displayed
in line before the village of Mamoo Khel, which, as well as the
ground beyond, was occupied by numbers greater than expected.
Their plan appeared to be to draw on our force agamsh the men
before the village, who would give way and leave our troops under
the fire of the village in their front, and of the orchards across the
strea,m on their flank,
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Lieut. Cunningham ocarried information of their numbers and

position to the General, and brought back his sasmetion to our
attacking the orchards when he should attack in front. Dis-
positions were made accordingly, but delays in the main body
brought us on the enemy single-handed. On halting we were
attacked, while reinforcements from the village prepared to join our
immediate opponents, and some of the people in front of Gen.
Pollock threatened our flank ; we were too few for defeuce on such
ground, and retreat would have brought the eneray victorious on
the flank of our main forece ; so the orchards were carried at once.
While this passed, Gen. Pollock’s artillery opened, and the ad-
vanced body of the enemy ran back into the village, from which a
fire was opetted on us, then in the orchards and adjoining works
which were open to the village. Our main body was not visible,
and we were again obliged to attack; the stream was rvecrossed,
and the village carried. We were now divectly in front of Cren.
Pollock’s right, and consequently the subsidiary column of attack
had become a main one, This was unavoidable, but unfortunate
from our feeble numbers, as well as from ity leaving no infantry in
a position to cut the enemy’s line of retreat from the fort. _

Mugketry was now heard in vear on our left as if our troops
were advancing, and Lieut. Mayne, Deputy Assistant Quarter-

master-Greneral to Major-CGren. MeCaskill, joined us ; he informed |

me that our main force was coming up, though slowly : so, begging
hig aid with the cavalry, I moved towards the fort, which fell into
our hands as mentioned in the despatches. |

The enemy was now scattered in flight, with our cavalry pux-
suing. Gen. Pollock’s objects were gained with little loss ; and here
the action of Mamoo Khel, properly speaking, ended ; the rest was
pursuit or incidents ariging from if.

1 directed the Sappers to be collected and to rvest at Mamoo
Khel, not meaning to go farther; but seeing some of the 5th
Cavalry follow the enemy among forts, I fook out sore of the least

exhausted men to support them,®

: tThe °mc*’”}‘1 ‘mdf S?t""ml ‘mr‘ and went towards the hills to inter-
Efﬁ;iﬁ; e B R e cept fugitives. Lieut. Mayne now

joined the cavalry ; the pursuit be-

an afresh and went far, leading us on in support: the forts were

abandoned as the cavalry approached, and I put a few sappers in
anch to secure what grain &e. there was.°

This took time, and after it 1

s These forts were strewed with  found vesistance was over in the open

clothes, hooks, music &o. belong- o5 ptpy  though there was a little

‘ing to the destroyed Cabool force . ; 4] :
and garrison of Gundumuk, firing along the hills by fugitives who



4 One party rallied and returned
to the plain, but was vigorously at-
tacked and driven back by a native
officer, Soobadar Aslam Khan, and
gome sappers. Several small par-
ties of sappers, after a little rest al
Mamoo Khel, went out skirmishing
about the hill.

| RUDI KHREL SUBRPRISED AND OCCUPIED

had reached them.d 1 heard, also,
that a foew of our cavalry had been
briskly fired on at Koodee Kliel, and
obliged to withdraw. I went in that
direction, having with me eight or
ten men; on the way I fell in
with Major-Gen. MeCaskill and hisg

staff, also moving towards the hills,
Koodee Khel is an open © village of stone houses with flat roofs,

- |« It has the low thin wall round
it, called Gao-bundee by Afghans,
intended to keep the cattle from
straying st night; bui the gates
.were gone, and the wall ruined to-
wards the hill, which, ag well as
‘the intermediate slope, commanded
the place.

having on three sides gardens and
vineyards, and on the fourth a nar-
row strip of bare stony ground,
sloping up to the right into a small
but steep and rugged hill, the ter-
mination of the high pine-covered
range which forms one side of the
Koodee Khel valley. The large and

the small hills are united by a steep ridge, ab the lower end of
which is. & small rocky protuberance which may be considered an

t All these really form but one
hill, or rather the end of one long
hill or ridge. I shall, however, for
clearness eall them the small, the
intormediate, and the large hills.

intermediate hill.f

The wvillage seemed empty ; bub
when halfway through it, a sapper
entering a courtyard found it oceu-
pied by some of the enemy. The
camp, in’ short, of the Juzailchees
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from Cabool was in the village and on the slope adjoining the little
hill, tents being stretched across many courtyards : the Afghans, in
the belief they cherished of our fearing to approach high hillg, were
quietly resting after their labours. The eapper ran at them with
his bayonet, followed by myself and
the only other man at the spot.s
The Afghans, doubtless supposing &
large force was on them, snatched up their turbans and arms, and
fled over walls and housetops ; the alarm spread, and the camp was
abandoned. :

The men at the village followed the enemy with their fire fo the
' top of the little hill, from which it wag returned in a way that made
it clear the village was untenable without taking the hill, and that,
being too weak to atterpt this, we must go away soon, if we wished
our withdrawal to seem voluntary.

Two or three men were posted to fire oceasionally, and the rest
made to carry off or destroy all they
could ; a work camp followers and
stragglerssoon came to helpthemin®

& Neither man happened to have
his musket loaded.

b All the enemy's horses were
seized by camp followers or soldiers.
Their ammunition 1 would not
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then allow the people to meddle
with for fear of accident: later in
the day the enemy recaptured if,
but in the confusion blew i, and
gome of themselves, up.

we could manage it. He said,
told him 1 had no men. He
wag told they were in Mamoo

! The objection was the fime it
would have taken; too long to re-
main inactive under fire. I may
here remark that remaining at all
with so few men may seem impru-
dent, for I did not then know more
infantry were coming up; but if
wag intended to be but for a very
ghort time, during which we had
only the enemy’s fire to sustain.
Had he come down and into contact
with ug, the fire from the hill would
have ceased, onr cavalry, who were
masters of the plain, could have
approached, and our retreal been
gecured.

At this time Lieut. Mayne came
up and asked how we were getting
on. I gave my view of our pogition,
adding that the hill was the thing if
¢ Why don’t you take it, then?’ I
asked where the Sappers were, and
Khel and all the forts and country
between. He fsked if they could not
be brought up. I said, ‘No,!and if
they could they are too much done
up for hills to-day.” After a little
more convergation ag to our position,
he said, ‘If I can get you other
men, will you undertake to take the
hill ?* Tsaid,*Yes, get me any other
men, and I go at the hill.! He said,
‘Very good, I'll see what I can do,’
and rode off.

He returned shortly amd said,
¢ Here you are. I have got you some
men of the 9th ; they’ll do,Isuppose?’

18rid, ¢ Nothing better; how many ?' He answered, * A company,’
or ‘About a company,’ and asked if it was enough. I said it was,
but we must have support. He said, ¢ Oh, there’s lots of support ; the

General's up, the 9th and 26th

are close here, and in fact the whole

force ig coming up ; youw'll have plenty of support.” I begged him
‘1o see them spread to the right and left, which he promised to do.

¥ The exhaustion from exertion
in that country is inconceivable
till felt. In the morning my horge
knocked up beyond persuasion of
sput, or even sword point, just ag
we were attacking the orchard, 1
had to abandon him, the syce being
killed, The subsequent operations
were all on strong ground, and at a
rapid pace, and the heat too wag
intenge. I was obliged to east away
successively belts, seabbard, and
all clothes not indispensable, At
Koodee EKhel, just before Lieuf.
Mayne joined me, having no geab-
bard, I gave my sword to a sepoy to
hold, but the plunder of the camp
had made him a truant. To the
eredit of our people, these things
were all brought back to me that
day, though scatiered over miles.

He then obtained me a sword * from
one of Lis mounted orderlies, and we

~moved on, I again requesting him

to look to our support. I had been
gitting at a gap in the village wall,
next the enemy. At the corner of
the village we met the men of the 9th
Foot coming up to the hill, Lieut.
Mayne said, ‘These are the men.’
‘ Very well,” T replied, ‘ up we go,’
and the ascent immediately com-
menced, for we were under a five
which inereased when the enemy
saw our object. Capt. Havelock was
there, but I am not sure whether he
came with the 9th men or joined
Lieut. Mayne and myself just he-
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fore: T think the latter.’ At any rate, Ispoke to him and asked hig
' aid in keoping our men from firing and in getting a rapid advaice
with'the bayonet. I believe also that T bespoke his aid in getting
“gupport and sending men round the flanks of the hill. He and
Lieut. Mayno accompanied me, cheering on the men and prevent:
ing firing, There were geveral officers of the 9th present, not one
" 'of whom I lknew, and I only remember speaking to one of them
who during the ascent made a remark on something unconnected
with the duty. AIl of them joined in making the men advance
without halting to fire or load. Before we reached the summit the
enemy ran to the intermediate height and ridge beyond. Capt.
Havelock and Lieut. Mayne came as far as their horses could come,
and went down on seeing us up.
When 1 reached the highest point!
_ there were with me only two or three
men of the 9th, and as many Sappers. ' : '
After taking breath and giving time for more men to conmse up,
we moved to the intermediate height, which the enemy abandoned.
We were accompanied by a few men of the 26th N.I., who had
gome up while we were waiting ; the first I saw of that regiment.
Beyond the intermediate hill rose the large hill; the enemy
were now in full retreat up the connecting ridge, but as gome had
already gained the top, and the as-

1 A little knoll of rocks in the
centre of the suramit. ’

m The military reader will see

b

that so small a party was left in
order to have few men under the
enemy’s closest fire; they sufficed
to keep the enemy from creeping
down the rocks to short musket
range of the little hill, which was
all we wanted for the presenft. A
gmall number also could alone find
"vover. Some of the sepoysof the
26th who first came up remained
there, and two or thiee of the 9th
afterwards joined them: a thing
to be encouraged as long as safe.
I placed the Sappers there because
they were used to close quarters
with the Afghans, and not likely to
think they were abandoned when
we went back.,

cent was long and steep, I thought
it prudent to wait till the subsidiary
arrangements were made below,
Leaving, therefore, thefew Sappers ™
(about six) at the intermediate hill,
I returned to the small hill, and saw
the space below full of our troops,
horse and foot, of whom considerable
parties were siretching out to the
right and left along tho flanks of
the large hill : more infantry, both
Furopean and Native, were also as-
cending the littie hill; in short, all
was going as one could wish,

In due time the left flank of the hill was enveloped by troops,
chiefly of the 26th Regiment; the right flank was not so well

» 1 knew this officer wounld co-
operate with vigour and judgment,
when he saw the assault begin, I
knew also hewould eagily get troops
from officers near, and if there were
‘none the men would follow him.

manned, but troops were going that
way, among whom I perceived Lieut.
Orrn of the Sappers, and the posi-
tion of the men on the left flank was
completely under the enemy's fire ]
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They seldor fail, he they black or 5o I vesolved to attack at onee.
ke I went towards the intermediate
hill,* and when near it made a sign to the party there to advance,
and passed the word for the ascent of the large hill, moving on my-
self. Before many paces, some one

* This was from ten to twenty  galled out,  Halt! halt!’ I called

| minutes after veaching the summit .
of the small hill; itgseemed the out, No! nol Nohalt! Move on!’

QL

latter or even more, but I had not and went forward more rapidly; but

a watch, and to & man waiting the

Ha dhasns Tona, again the cryof * Halt ! was raised,

and & man of the 9th called out,
“Bir | gir ! there is an order to halt.’ I asked, ‘ Who said so? And
who gave the order?’ A very young-looking officer standing under
a rock called out in answer to the

» The Major's courtesy may not  lagt question,? ‘I, Major Huish, give

iy gﬁ;ﬂtofff Lf:g‘é’: I;fa‘;erf,i;; it, if you choose to obey it.' I ex-

bland. plained to the 'Major my ignorance
' of any officer senior to myself being
there, and mformed him that I had been sent up with orders to take

the hill : he said he also had been sent up with orders to oveupy the

‘hill we were on, but not to go higher. I said my orders were from
the General, received through Lieut. Mayne. He said his orders

also were from the ‘General. I asked if I was to consider him

, in coramand on that hill ; he said,
et "}}',ﬂo]f cloucrlse, asked Magor only of his own men, but that hig
nig 1e had any oeccasgion for : e A : -
vy ‘services ‘or those of my maen; orders were potitive against going

and was told he had not. higher. On this I called back the

few Sappers, intending to proceed

to headquarters and make my report.1

Seeing the little hill erowded with our men, however, I again
went to Major Huish and ‘said there was certainly some migtake in
' these contradictory orders, and urged him to complete the capture
of the hill, pomtmg out its necessity. He objected its being too

" steep to asceid, its bheing ont of shot, and not worth taking, and |

that its capture would cost many men. The enemy’s bullets showed
it8 nearness while we conversed : on other points, I mentioned the

enemy’s flight up it just before, and assured him stopping short

would cost more men than taking it, as the enemy would aseribe if

to fear, and not only fire on him then, but rally generally, and pux-

sue him when he left. He seemed incredulous as to the rallying and
pursuit, urging besides thatif we did go up we must come back, and
were just as likely to be pursued then as now. He said also the
enemy would go to other heights, which we must take, and then
others in endless succession. I pointed out the form of the whole
hill, that once on the top, we had the Afghans comparatively on
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level ground, where indiseipline and inferior axms put their stand-
ing against us out of the question, and they could not go to the
other hills without descending first, no easy matter when pursued
by us from above. I assured him Afghans never fought hopeless
battles, and that when they saw no ground could stop us, they would
disperse, and the terror of such a blow at the opening of the cam-
paign would prevent all serious opposition in the passes.
He did not feel justified in making the attempt, and I then
pressed him to withdraw at once from the hill ; his orders prevent-
ing thig, I advised his keeping very
. T}%e Pushtoo name of th? fow men, & mere guard, npon it,

rough it Vorkyof o 40298100 puhing them info o g’ *

quickly made and useful, having the rest in reserve below ;

and, above all, I urged him to with-
dvaw the men below on the left flank of the large hill, who, besides

. being now not wanted there, were in a false position. '

After some digcussion he agreed to diminish the number on the
summit, and procecded to do so, while T went down the hill, The
enemy bad, on the Sappers being brought back from their advance,
erowded to the crest of the upper hill. Their fire too had gince heen
getting steadier, I had not gone fifty yards down before Major
Huish called me back, and, with some excitement, said, ¢ Capt.
Broadfoot, this is all your doing, and I shall hold you respongible.
1 shall make it known to Gen. Pollock.” He then pointed out
the enemy, who had come a little way down the hill, and planted a
flag. He added, ‘I gent down the men entirely by your advice, and
trugting to your greater experience of hill warfare, and it hag brought
down the enemy upon us. I shall recall my men, and make known
to Gien. Pollock this wag your doing.’ :

1 said this was just what 1 had been telling him, the Afghans
thought us frightened, that flag would rally them over all the
country round, and the longer he stayed the worse it would be ; that
of courge he mustuse his own judgment ; but I repeated my advice

. fo take the hill or get out of its reach ; or if he must stay where he

was, to have a few men above and his reserves below, and well

posted to cover his retreat. But I again suggested the removal of
the men on the left below (his own men the 26th chiefly, if not
altogether), or they would get into

* The hope was expressed, I frouble. As to Gen. Pollock, I pro-

imagine, to get the General in- . . §
formed there were doubts as to the miged to tell him all about it my-

goodness of the position. gelf; he said he hoped * I would ;
and for the rest, Col. Taylor wag
at the foot of the hill ; and so with mutual good wishes we parted.
I shall not enter into details of the subsequent events.

¥
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At the foot of the hill T mentioned briefly to Lieut.-Ool, Taylor
my being prevented by the arrival of Major Huish from faling
the high hill, of which I advocated the necessity and feasibility ;
adding that in twenty minutes from Major Huish stopping me
the whole would have been accomplished. Col. Taylor disagreed
with me, his reasons being similar to those of Major Huigh,
but the digcussion wag ghort,  The Colonel did mot seem to
think I knew much about the matter; so I went away to Gen.
MeQaskill at the village.

Midway I met Capt. Haveloclk, who may perhaps recollect my
complaining of the eontradictory * orders, which sent me up to be
' : superseded just as we were coms.

¢+ My impression at the time pleting the victory of the day, by a
:’:ﬁint};?u‘;l;fiﬁ‘;‘;‘ﬁﬁg;‘:‘?&fﬁ?j losson to the enemy as desirable ag
forent gencral officers exereising the reverse we were now certain of,
command at one time, and orders  yould be dangerous, with our eom.
goming through all sorts of chan- i b : .
nels, and 1 may have mentioned paratively inexperienced troops ab
this to Capt. Havelock. the opening of & campaign. I re-

| counted what had passed between

Major Huish, Lieut.-Col. Taylor, and myself, and urged the
nocessiby of yet getting the hill captured, or reverses would follow.
1 had the gratification to find he agreed in the necessity of taking
the hills completely, and I believe he tried in vain to get it done.

To Gen. MeCaskill I reported my supersession by Major Huigh
having prevented the complete occupation of the hill. I believe I

mentioned my interview with Lieut.-
% The fruth, 1 believe, is, the (o, Taylor, and I certainly stated
General was ordered to hold the po- e A L i
sition that T was calling untenable. 1Ay opanon of our position, but no
reply" was given. ' -

Capt. (now Major) Macgregor was ab the village on’ the part of
Gen. Pollock, and I think I mentioned the matter to him. 1 cer-
tainly did to Lieut, Mayne, in very plain termg, who said he could
not help it, but would now get the orders as to mysell from Gen.
 Pollock, who was at Mamoo Khel. Meanwhile the officers and

sergoants of Sappers were ordered to collect all men in that quarter
for fesr of any sudden change in affairs.

Orders eame for me to join the Sappers at Mamoo Khel ; but, in
the interim, our froops under Lieut.-Col. Taylor had been driven
with loss from some of their positions, and reinforcements sent for.
When those arrived I took leave of Gen. McCaskill and vepaired to
Mamoo Khel.

In reply to Gen. Pollock’s interrogations, I mentioned what I had
geen, and stated plainly and fully all the opinions above given ; and
on his demanding my opinion as to the best course in present cir-

i s i
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umstanees, I siill adﬁseqll the Qa;pture".of the hill, but by Ia,rgér
 foreo than Gren. MeCaskill had, as it was 1o longer held by a beaten
fragment of the enemy, outnumbered and pursued, but by a fasth

 increasing body flushed with sucoess. This not being agreed o, I

. * (len, MeCaskill was very ill,
but came out for the action and
“pughed on, a¢ has been seen, The
heat and fatigue so reduced his
strength, that T left Koadee Khel
not without apprehension regard-
ing him,

advigsed the immediate withdrawal
of our troops from Koodee Khel,
more troops, especially cavalry, being
gsent to secure their retreaf. |

I also mentioned the state of
Gien. MceCaskill’s health.x

Captain Macgregor, however,

‘geemed to think Koodee Khel tenable without the whole hill, and
nothing was decided then, save that Gen. MoCaskill was to remain.

¥ There were many conversa.
tions before and after the retreat of
our troops. I took part in some,
 but counsels changed, and T forget
whether it wag decided to attack
“the hill in the morning or not. I
think it was, for I remember dig-
cusging the plan of atfack with
Capt. Havelock, who was present
at some of those conversations;
and I think it was a view to thig
decision that enabled me to meet
Capt. Macgregor's arguraents, viz,
‘political reasons,’ and ‘moral ef.
fect’ on the people and chiefs, of
retreat. The former were not de-
tailed. For the latter I suggested
vigtory, but thought our chances of
it were not improved by letting the
Afghans belubour two of our best
regiments all night in a bad post,
No troops, however, were warned
for the attack, and it may not have
beeén determined on.

I believey it wag finally settled
that, the day being now advanced,
Gen. McCasgkill should retire, and
the. enemy be attacked next morn-

ing. Cavalry was sent out, and the

troops at Koodee Khel fell back in
good order to Mamoo Khel ; pursued,
however, to that place by the enemy,
who fired for a time and then drew off.
Next morning the enemy took
post at Hissaruk, some miles west
from Mamoo Khel, a good position
for impeding our coramissariat ope-
rations, as well as for guarding both
roads to Cabool. 'We, however, let
him alone; but we met him again.

the following month at Jugduluk,

and then with & different fortune as
to hills.

Buch are my recollections of the affair at Mamoo Khel, giving
in great detail all that bears on my relations with Col. Taylor, and
merely indicating the other and more important events.

Bafttles are notoriously the

subjects on which the memories of

those engaged, most widely vary, even to contradiction; and T have
no hope of eseaping the common fate. Some will remember what
I have forgotten, and forget what I remember. Others would seo
what I did not, or see the same things in a differont light, while
much that T have seen will be unknown to them ; and one man

S Al T i e TO be furried where another is
of the Sappers, who saw more or not; but I have named, as far as I
less of what went on. viz. Lieut. remernber, those who were pregent.?
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Orr, Lieut. Cunningham, and Dr.

Forgyth. Messrs, Kelly and Bruen,
now adjutants of police corps,
were congpicuondly employed in
the main action. The latter algo
joined Col. Taylor's party, and was
saverely wounded on his repulse;
he was sent to bring baek strag-
gling sappers, but seeing oux com-
rades of Col, Taylor's force hard
pressed, joined them,

* With that of ‘ Delhi Gazette,’
or any similar omne, 1 shall not
meddle, either in the way of con-
, tradiction or confirmation. Mate+
rials for any account of the ope-
‘rations in Northern Afghanistan
- approaching fo correctness are not
before the publie.

® Taken from the ‘Delhi Ga-
zette,” which I have seen since my
former letter. My original report
was verbal, merely stating that the
delay of the main force brought
the enemy on ug, and forced us to
engage gingly, that we beat thera,
but at the close of the pursuit
Major Huish came up and super-
geded e, I mentioned also getfing
some men of the 9th at the end of
the pursuit, and their good beha-
viour; but all about Major Huish
I delarled at that officer’s request.
Sir Richmond Shakespear (I think)
was sent to me alterwards at the
Sappers’ bivouac for a written re-
port, ag they could not get on with
o despateh for want of it.  Dr.
Forayth will remember its being
written in all haste and weariness ;
etill, recollections were fresh, and
it cannot be far wrong.

.001?}.! i #n'oﬁ*s LEITER EXAMINED i

me.

.‘.j":'

A copy of this nurnber of the * Ting-

lighman * gent to each will be the first
communication on the subject from
T have, as far as I remember,
kept back nothing, softened nothing,
and, Thope, aggravated nothing. Let
the gentlemen named say whether

~and how far the general tenor of

their recollections varies from mine.
Now for Lieut.-Col, Taylor’s contra-
diction of my statement.* Hereitis,
being the end of my report? to Gen.
Pollock. ‘ Iwasnow directed to takea
party of H.M.'s9th Foot, the Sappers
being now worn out, except about
six men, and attack the hills. The
first and second heights were cairied
at the point of the bayonet; and
flanking parties having turmed the
shoulders of the high range, we were
advancing up it, when the main force
arrived, and our farther progress was
stayed. My separate command now
ceased, and T was soon after ordered
with Sappers to headquarters.’
First, ¢ I was directed to take men
of the 9th, and attack the hills.
Lieut.-Col. Taylor denies thig. He
says, * No party of the 9th Foot
was placed under Capt. Broadfoot's
command either by me or by Gen.
MeCaskill. ’ ;

They were placed nnder my command by Lieut. Mayne, Deputy
Assistant Quartermaster-Geeneral of the Infantry Division, to

¢ Orders under fire were oftener
brought, at least when I was em-
ployed, by Capt. Haveloek, Deputy
Assistant Adjutant-General, and
Lieut. Mayne, Dejuty Assistant
Quartermaster-General, than by
any other staff officers, and no
man ever did or could question the
authority of either.

which Lieut.-Col. Taylor and I both
belonged, and his orders, I presume,
were, in snch circumstances, to be
taken ag those of the general otficer
on whose staff he was,® and that
was Gen. McCaskill. I did not
know but what Gen. Pollock was
up and had sanctioned the measure,

“perhaps given the order throngh Lieut. Mayne, for such things hap-
pened up there. But I felt quite sure of Gen. MeCaskill, and could
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searcely do otherwise. After consulting as to an enterprise which
one of his principal staff officers wishes me to conduct, the former
goes off * to see what he can do.” He comes back saying ho hag
got me men, and aids in the arrangements. What could T sup.
~ pose® but that he had suggested to
* Licut. Mayne may remember, his guperior the capture of the hill
when I first asked for a sword he ; ¢ - ¥ 4
. dud not hear; and my saying (I 2andmy leading the assaulting party,
fear with g little irritation), ‘If I and that both had been approved ;
- gﬁ; fit 1:”;‘3? Jr}:f?e_ e, you must 000 especially when in assuring me
iy \ of support he mentioned the General
ag being up, and the whole force as coming on? Nay, more ; had I
. thought I commanded the whole, or that I did more than lead the
_ party that was to crown the hill, I should have been sorry to
‘undertake the duty, Powerful support was required, invelving
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~ bodies of troops my rank precluded me from commanding: I took
- it for granted, and till I learn the contraty from a good source I

shall continue to believe, that the extensive movements against the
hill were at least sanctioned by tho General. And in this belief
it was, I asked Lis staff officers, one of whom (Capt, Havelock)
was niy senior, to see the necessary steps taken for onr gupport,
They were taken, and with a skill and readiness strongly indicative
of experience and zeal like theirs,

But Lieuts-Col. Taylor says Gen. MeCaskill placed no men of the
9th under my orders. Being near the General, I conclude he hag
asked him the question, and that the General did not give the order
or doeg not remember it. 1 have served under Gen. McCaskill on
other occasions, actively enough, and in all kinds of work, but I
- never received an ovder from himself yot that I can remember ; nor

18 such the practice of armies ; yet the General, I dare say, will nof
disavow my doings. Save in rare cases of emergency, requiring me
to use my own judgment, my orders were from his staff, his Adjutant-
General, hig Quartermaster-Greneral, his aide-de-camp, or, in sapper’s
work, his engineer ; and so it wag on the present oceasion. I re-
ceived the order from his Quartermaster-General, his suthoriged
instrument, disobedience to orders conveyed through whom is 2
military crime. Lient. Mayne knows best where he got: the men,
but he went for men and brought them for me to take up the hill;
and he assuredly did not fell me that though the attack was sanc-
tioned, it was entrusted to other hands. '

The Lieutenant-Colonel continues : ¢ Nor did any soldiers of that
corps ack under his orders, to my knowledge.” Who, then, led
them, i.e. the party who first gained the little hill? The Lieutenant-

' Colonel tells us: ‘In justice,” says he, ‘to two gallant officers, I
have further to add that, on the occasion alluded to by you, I drdered
- L
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Magor Hu:sh of the 26th N, T and Capt. Ogle, H.M.’s 9th Foot (both |

~ genior to Capt. Broadfoot), to take two corapanies from each of those

regiments and dislodge the enemy from the heights over Kookey

Kail’ (a misprint, I suppose, for Koodee Khel),

Major Huish, then, commanded ; but first, it appears I have heen
. transferring to others some of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s own lanrels.
My orders being through Lieut. Mayne, I considered them as Gen.

‘MeCaskill’s ; but knowing the Lieutenant served all masters, I was

not sure Wbether Gen, Pollock might not be the author, and mevely
reported, ¢ I was directed,” &e.
This, however, excluded Lieut.-Col. Taylor, under whose orders

I was not. Now that officer, I make no doubt, gave the orders he

says, whether in consequence of an application from Lieut. Mayre
or not ig immaterial ; they were orders any man coming there with
gufficient troops was likely to give, and on such oceasions the same
orders are often given by various leaders; but I beg to remind the
. reader that what I wanted was the whole hiil, or none of it ; less, 1
‘thought an error,

' Having told us he had ordered Major Huish and Capt. Ogle to
“dislodge the enemy from the heights over Koodee Khel,” Lieut.-
. Col. Taylor continues, © which they effectually did in a fow minutes,
and to those officers is due the credit of that gallant action.’

Most undoubtedly it is due fo them if they did cleax ‘those

heights effectually. They were not cleared by rue farther than is
« The heights of Koodes Khel mentioned aboyve. Did Major Huish

are a long narrow hill with steep go fa.r'bher, after I left, than I bad

gides, lying between the narrow been ? Were the heights cleared ah
valley of Koodeo Khel on one side,

and the village of the same name all? Did the enemy's fire cease for
on the margin of the gpen country a moment? Was he ever off the

on the other. This hill, or ¥hoed . eregt of the hill till he came down
heights, were the scene of the con. -

test belween us and the Afghans; 10 pursue ug from the bage? Would

they on the upper part, we on the to God the credit of ¢ effectual clear-

KOWOE ing’ on that oceagion had been ours

to dispute about! To secure that, I would gladly resign my claim
to share in it.

The Lieutenant-Colonel proceeds: * Capt. Broadfoot, I under:

stand, accompanied them with three or four of his Sappers ; but he
could have no command of a superior officer, Major Huigh.” As to
my commanding ‘ a superior officer, Major Huish,’ I never imagined
1 had done so, for T do not think he was present. He showed every
proper readingss to assume the command when he did come up, but
that was after the ascent of the little hill. He may, however, have
been with the assaulting party, but he did not then make himgelf
- known to me, nor did he lead it, and will not, I think, say he did.
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Noither o I think he will \court the hbn’dur"of commanding an
assault ¢ tergo. If he does, T am satisfied to have ‘accompanied ’

it at the other end.

Capt. (mow Major) Ogle was present, ag T learn from an

*I have also an impression,
but an uncertain one, that Lieut.
Mayne recently informed me, Major
Ogle had been there, and spoke of
my having commanded a genior. I
know Capt. Havelock informed me
of & sunilar ocourrence in another
aotion.

& I do not think Lient. Mayne
mentioned his name, but am not

sure, for hearing it would have told .

me nothing, as 1 knew few or no

officers of the foree that relieved

Jellalabad., I made my first ac-
quaintance with Lieut.-Col. Taylor
and Tieut.-Col. Huish that day. I
- was in another brigade, and had
been very constantly detached from
headquarfers during Gen. Pol-
lock’s stay at Jellalabad. T had,
indeed, dined once at the mess of
the 9th Regiment with Gen, Polloek,
who lived there; but I knew nof
the names of the officers T then
conversed with, Lient. Mayne may
have mentioned Capt. Ogle’s name,
but did not certainly say he was
in command, or my senior, and it
could hardly ocour to me under the
pircumstances.

officer
here who was in the affair:f the
claim for him is not of command,
but of having been gecond under

Tieut.-Col. Fuish instead of me. If

that would have pleased him better,
I tegret it was not o ; and, in every .'
case, I deoply regret not having

known at the time that he wastheve; |
or rather, that he was my senior.& S N

Lieut. Mayne could not have known

hig presence either, or else _thoug];b__ '

me the genior ; perhaps did not ad-

vert to our relafive standing at all: =

from whatever ecause it arose that 1
led where I onght to have followed,
I regret it for the sake of an officer
o generally allowed ag Major Ogle
to be one of our hest, Had I even
known it before giving in my report,
that document should have termi-
nated with the occupation of the vil-
lage and the enemy’s camp. Luckily
Major Ogle has not logt much ; the
affair was a trifling one as far as we

carried it, though I wish it had ended as well ag it wag beginning.

This whole affair is evidently one of misconception, arising from
causes frequent enough in such eases, Lieut.-Col. Taylox probably
saw that at least a portion of the hill must be held, if only to divert
fire from the village, and ordered four companies under Major
Huish to seize the part I have called the little hill; but arrange.
ments he knew not of were previously made for the total dispersion
of the enemy by their pursuit to the sumamit if they went there, and

® Major Huish is gone or going
home, but an officer, I think, of his
own regiment, whose name I do not
know, was with him when he first
addressed me; if he seeg this he
will remember (if ke was present
at eny of our subsequont conversu-
tion) my informing Major Huish of
the Afghans running up the ridge
he thought impracticable, and of

before Major Huish arrived the Iittle
hill was taken® by men procured
by Lieut, Mayne foi the greater
gcheme : but these men seem algo
to have been warned for the little
plan, and to have been taken away
Jor the other without Lieut.-Col.
Taylor's knowladge ; all likely things
L 2
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Major Huish, of the 26th N.1., and Qapt. Ogle, H.M.'s 9th Foot -(boﬂi |

genior to Capt. Broadfoot), to take two corapanies from each of those
regiments and dislodge the enemy from the heights over Kookey
Kail? (a misprint, I suppose, for Koodee Khel),

Major Huish, then, commanded ; but first, it appears I have heen

transferring to others some of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s own laurels.
My orders being through Lieut. Mayne, I considered them ag Gien.
‘McCaskill’s; but knowing the Lieutenant gerved all masters, I was
not sure whether Gren. Pollock might not be the author, and merely
reported, ‘I was directed,’ &e.

This, however, exeluded Lieut.-Col. Taylor, under whose orders

1 was not. Now that officer, T make no doubt, gave the orders he
says, whether in consequence of an application from Lieut. Mayne
or not is immaterial ; they were orders any man commg there with
sufficient troops was likely to give, and on such occasions the same
orders are often given by various leaders; but I beg to remind the
reader that what [ wanted was the whole hfi&l, or none of it ; less, 1
‘thonght an error.

: Having told ns he had ordered Major Huish and Capt. Ogle to
‘dislodge the ememy from the heights over Koodse Khel,” Lieut.-
Col. Taylor eontinues, * which they effectually did in a fow minutes,
and to those officers is due the credit of that gallant action.’

. Most undoubtedly it is due to them if they did clear those
helghts -effectually.® They were not cleared by me farther than is

; mentioned above. Did Major Huish
st b long mes HAll it iosp. €0 farther, after T Teft, than T had

. sides, lying between the narrow' been? Were the heights cleared at

ralley of Koodee Khel o ik .
;t\le:he vﬂm}gae?)i tlkfe sﬁrﬁﬁenf:met; all? Did the enemy's fire cease for

on the margin of the gpen country a moment? Was he ever off the

g, wore e seen of dhe eon. C168t of the hill ill he came down
test belween us and the Afghans; 1o pursue us from the base ? Would
they on the upper part, we on the to God the credit of ¢ effectual clear-
Db ing ’ on that occagion had been ours
to aifﬁputt- about! To seoure that, I would gladly resign my claim
to share in it.

The Lieutenant- Colonel proceeds ; ¢ Capt. Broadfoot, I under-

stand, accompanied them with three or four of his Sappers ; but he

could have no commmand of a superior officer, Major Huish.” As to
my commanding ‘ a superior officer, Major Huish,' Inever imagined
I had done so, for 1 do not think he was present. He showed every
proper readiness to assume the command when he did come up, but
that was after the ascent of the little hill. He may, however, have
been with the assaulting party, but he did not then make himself
known to me, nor did he lead it, and will not, I think, say he did.
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.'.Nelther do I thmk he will court the honour of commanding an
asgsault @ tergo. If he does, I am satisfied fo ha.ve aucompamed {

it at the other end.

Capt. (now Major) Ogle was present, ag 1 learn from an officer

1 have also an impression,
but an uncertain one, that Lieut.
Mayne recently informed me, Major
Ogle had been there, and spoke of
my having commanded & senior. I
know Cupt. Havelock informed me
of a simnilar oceurrence in another
action.

& I do not think Lieunt. Mayne
mentioned his name, hut am nob
gure, for hearing it would have told
me nothing, as I knew few or no
officers of the force that relieved
Jellalabad, I made my first ac-
quaintance with Lieut.-Col. Taylor
* and Lient.-Col. Huish that day. I
‘was in another brigade, and had
been very constantly detached from
headquarters duaring CGen. Pol-
lock’'s stay at Jellalabad. X had,
indeed, dined onge at the mess of
the ch Regiment with Gen, Polloek,
who lived theve; but I knew not
the names of the officers I then
conversed with. Lieut. Mayne may
have mentioned Capt. Ogle’s name,
but did not certainly say he was
in command, or my senior, and it
could hardly occur to me under the
piroumstances.

here who was in the affair:f the
elaim for him is not of command,
but of having been gecond under
Lieut.-Col. Huish instead of me. If

thiat would have pleaged him better,

I tegret it was not so ; and, in every
cage, I deeply regret mnot having
known at the time that he wasthere ;

or rather, that he was my senior.®

Lieut. Mayne could not have known
his presence either, or else thought
me the senior ; perhaps did not ad-
vert to our relative standing at all :
from whatever cause it arose that I
led where I ought to have followed,
I regret it for the sake of an officer
go generally allowed ag Major Ogle
to be one of our best. Had I even
known it before giving in my report,
that document should have termi-
nated with the occupation of the vil-
lage and the enemy’s camp. Luckily
Major Ogle has not lost much ; the
affair was a trifling one as far as we

carried i6, though I wish it had ended as well as it was beginning.
This whole affair is evidently oné of misconception, ariging from

cauges frequent enough in such cases.

Lieut.-Col. Taylor probably

saw that at least a portion of the hill must be held, if only fo divert
fire from the village, and ordered four companies under Major
.~ Huish to seize the part T have called the little hill ; but arrange-
ments he knew not of were previously made for the total dispersion
of the enemy by their pursuit to the snmmit if they went there, and

& Major Huish is gone or going
home, but an officer, I think, of his
own regiment, whose name I do not
know, was with him when he first
addressed me; if he sees this he
will remember (if kv was present
at any of our subsequont conversu-
‘tion) my informing Major Huish of

- the Afghans running up the ridge
he thought impracticable, and of

before Major Huish arrived the Little
hill was taken® by men procured
by Lieut. Mayne fot the greater
scheme ; but these men seem also
to have been warned for the little
plan, and to have: been taken away
for the other without Lieut.-Col.
Taylor’'s knowledge ; all likely things
L2



| 1148

“the slight loss (one man killed) in

taking the little hill, when he ob-
jected to attacking the summit.
Our whole conversations were, on
hig part, in the style of one who
had not come up at first, and there-
fore I doubt his presence in the
attack; but I may be wrong. I
saw only a few of the veryforemost
men 5 people do not look back on
those ocoagions.

BROADFOOT'S REPORT LONG UNQUESIIONED

enough to happen on service of that -

kind, and probablyall explicable (mis-
tales as to seniority and all) by five
minutes’ conversation among the par-
ties eoncerned. Now this Lieut.-Col.
Taylormight havehad: Generals Pol-
lock and McCasgkill, Lient.-Colonels
Taylor and Huish, Majors Havelock
and Ogle, Lieut. Mayne and myself

were all together for nearly five months after that, but not a hint
escaped the Tieutenant-Colonel on thesubject. e and I served to-
gether, and became acquaintances, buthe never mentioned the matter,

' It was usual there to praise
catalogues of officers, I wasin the
early part of the action dissatisfied
with certain parties, but the ar.
rangement for a separate column
was suddenly made and imperfectly
understood. Above all, inexperi-
ence mainly caused what I disliked ;
it was the first action for a good
many. I would not praise, nor
would I pointedly except. All the
rest had done well, 1 said so, and
named . no one; hut the officers
with mé'will see T was not un-
grateful to them.

* I do not, however, say that
by lapse of time Lient.-Col. Taylor
forfeits his right to ¢laim what he
considers due to his officers, his
men. or himself, when it has been
otherwigse given in despatches, or
passed over in silence. Far from
it. Some day I may perhaps follow
his example ; but 1 complain of his
having without personal inquiry
for so long a period, and without
reference even by letter for .ex-
planation, written as he did to a
public paper.

nor did anyone else; yet my report
was read at the Adjutant-General’s
Office, by various parties, before it
wag sent away, and even gave cause
of complaint to myself by some who
thought I underrated their ser-
vices. The events of the action
were much discussed, my share of
it and my opiniong especially ; and
in due time my report appeared in
print ; but it was never noficed till
now,* and then not by letter, but
in a way that compels me not only
to prove I had reagon for what I
said on the controverted points, but
to set myself right with my profes-
sional friends, who otherwise could
not but think so great a departure
from courteous usage on the part of
an officer of Lieut.-Col. Taylor’s rank
and reputation impossible, save to a
man notoriously capable of arroga-
ting to himgelf the honour due to hig

follow-soldiers. Let them read this detail, and apply to it, as far as
their judgment allows, the corrections or contradictions it may call
forth, Then lot them vead my report to Gen. Pollock, and say if
there be a trace of desire to overstate the services of my own corps
or myself, or to shine at others’ eost. I am conscious of having
throughout the war in Afghanistan gone to the opposite extreme,
of having scarcely done justice to the men and officers who served
under my orders (at least as to affairs where I was myself present),
in suffering without remonstrance their services to be slightly



! From first to last they slipped strangely out of
‘mind when despatches were writing: not at other
times; indeed, as far as kind words and employment
went, they seemed favourites.

I must here acknowledge, however, fivat, that Sir
R. Sale having by accident discovered in Jellalabad
gome curious things of this kind, made the amende
by referring generally to past gervices in the next
laudatory order, which hag not of course been pub-
lished ; and secondly, that in Gen. Pollock’s 'T'ezeen
despatch he mentions me with some dragoons in-
stead of Capt. Tritton, whom I only aceompanied (1106
in Col. Taylor’s senge) en amatewr and as a guide ;
he commanded his men, not I; and right good work
he made of it. I spoke not to the men except to pass
Capt, Tritton’s orders, unless that on first reaching
the enemy I warned those near me to he cautious,
that these fugitives were 1gly customers, and got off
their horses to fight, not escape. T mentioned this
mistake in the proper quarter when I found it out,
and would have done so officially, but that the account
refutes itself, Sappers could not keep up with dra-
goons in & gallop of geveral miles, which the first
business wag, and then had I meddled with that de-
gpateh at all, I must have noticed other matters.

m One opinion I am not certain he know at the
moment, but he probably heard of it, as it was pub-
lioly given. I was present when Lieut.-Col. Taylox
reported~the success of the enemy, first to Gen,
MeCaskill at Khodee Khel, and afterwards to Gen.
Pollock at Mamoo Khel. It was done publicly;
Gen, Pollock was in a crowd under trees in the garden
at Mamoo Khel. The Lieutenant-Colonel aseribed his
misfortune to want of due firmness on the part of a
portion of his treops. The Major-General spoke fo
me of it shortly afterwards, and 1 told him T thought
there was no reason to distrust the froops for this
check, that no troops whatever could have stood
their ground in such a position. Those on the left
at Koodee Khel had a ateep and rocky hill in front
occupied by the enemy, while their flank was in the
air (to speak technically), and beyond it lay o rocky
rayvine amidat broken and ecommanding ground, the
ravine leading down from the enemy’s position to the
country on the left and rear : the enemy from above,
and from the continuation of the hills ¢n the left, had
only to occupy this, and, themselves secure, envelop
thisbody of men in fire ; and if troops go posted be as-
+ sailed, the moment must come when a vigorous charge
will rout them, be they who they may. That moment
Afghans are quick o discern and resolute to use.

They are masters in mounfain war; individually
brave, yet cautious, and watchiul ; gkilful in [choos-
ing] ground, and of a coolness never to be discon-
certed; swift to advance, timnely in retreat, and
expert in both; their masses were seldom shown,
hardly ever uncovered to our fire, yet never far
away when a blow eould be struck. This will
apply to all Afghans, but pre.eminently to the
eastern (thilzies and Eusoizies. DButier arms, orga-
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noticed, or kept alto-
gother out of gight,!
or in letting others
reap where they had
sown., I may suaf.
fer this, but I will
not also. be openly
treated, and by a
man of gome mark,
as guilty of the oppo-
site baseness.

. 4 pwe an apology
to_the officers;whose

names are mention- -

ed. I deeply regret
that they and 1
should be dragged
into controversy, a
thing which, I fear,
geldom raigses our
profession in fhe
public estimation ;
but when attacked,
one must defend.

I vegret, too, that
gome things _men-
tioned may mnot be
agreeable to all, I
differed from Lieut.-
Col. Taylor at Koo-
dee Khel, and did my
best toget other plans
adopted, as I thought
this could only end
in evil; but this
was a publie matter,
publicly eonducted.
I gave my opinions
freely to the Gene-
ral, the Lieutenant-
Colonel knew them
at the time,™ and the
military reader can
judge whether, hold-
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" nisation, and lerders would make them troops of the
highast order : the want of all three rendeved their
largest assemblages unworthy of the name of armies,
and they knew thig. I bave seen in the field nearly
all the chiefs who fought against us in Norihern
Afghanistan, but I only remember two who showed
anything like military talent, and they were of very
subordinate rank  One, a brother (or cousin) of the
petty Ghilzie Khan of Saroobes,' showed some skill
ond mueh courage against Sir R. Sale’s rear guard
in the Jugduluk pass in 1841 ; he fell in that fight,
"'he other, Haji Ali, the commandant of & corps of
Juzailchees in Mahomed Akbar’s service, was at
Mamoo Khel, but did not command, for several
Barukzye and other Afghan chiefs of high rank were
present. He was a Tajik of Cabool, formerly a shoe-
maker there, and of diminutive stature, all ciremmn-
gtances lowering hig influence: religious zealotry
and great valour scarcely saved him from the open
ridicule of the lower Afghans and the good-humoured
contempt of the Khans, He was in the village of
Mamoo Khel in the morning, and as we crossed the

 MILITARY SKILL RARE IN AFGHAN CHIERS  on w

ing the opinions I

did, it was or was
not my duty to ut-

ter them plainly, in

hope, first, of avert-

ing the dreaded evily,

and afterwards of
remedying them ;»
for with the latter
object I ventured to
recommend the at-
tack of the heights
at Koodee Khel, and
congequent occupa-
tion of the walley;
and on its being

gtream to assail it, the usual tannts and reproaches
between our Afghan sappers and their opponents
turned from our side on the Haji's stature and former
ocoupation. The advantage he took of the delay of
the main foree, to assail onr right column, wasjudiclous
and prompt; the means employed, too, might have
succeeded had time been given. At Koodee Khel he
commanded on the heights, but the repulse of our
troops Irom the ground they were on would have
boen effected ag quickly by any Afghan peasantry. The prompt resumption
after his success of a post on the line of operation was, however, due to him.
His influence roge for the time, but Jugdulluk destroyed it. The greater Afghan
chiefs were, as soldiers, one and all below medioerity.

“ These evils, however, must not be overrated, Gen. Pollock’s victory was
still complete as to its primary object of expulsion of the enemy from Mamoo
Khel, where he could not be tolerated by an army preparing at Gundumuk to
enter the passes. Had the hill been taken, the enemy’s rout would have been
total, and we magiors of all east of the passes; as it was, he was ‘able with
recovered courags to take up the next injurious position of Hissarnk. In itself,
the mishap was but very partially absolute reverse; only in the first repulse
from the untenable ground: our troops rallied when clear of that, and cecnpied
gardens &o., keeping the enemy at bay, and they finally retived in good order ;
but it was unfortunate from pursuing to be put on the defensive, and finally to
be pursued ; with old troops 1t would have mattered nothing but the lives lost;
with troops only once (I believe) in action before, it visked loss of confidence ;
but so excellent were those corps, that it did little or no harm, or if any the
Jugduluk fight set all right. Thig check caused, however, nearly all the loss
sustained in the 9th and 26th that day, a loss not great, but to be regretied as

useless. ;

found the enemy had
left Koodee Khel, 1

mediate attack ab
Hissaruk.e And be

o Towards Higsgaruk was the line of retreat of an army irom Cabool, beaten
at Marmoo Khel by one from Jellalabad ; but no Afghan army could retire before

regular troops across an open country; they therefore refreated on Koodes
Khel, off the Cabool road, out of the line of operations altogether, and, of course,
lsaving it undefended ; but they found shelter in Koodee Khel valley, which
wad too narrow to be safely entered without first seizing the hill between it and
the village. Had we taken that, the valley also was ours with much of the grain
of the neighbouring country there stored, and the enemy had no farther refuge,

! Sarubi, a fort gixteen miles from Tezin.

suggested their im-



no chuioa hut destruction or utter dis
‘gion.  Hence my anxiety for the hi tu
be carried, The encmny, howeyer, knew
his txue point, and, finding us checked,
went to Hissaruk. The country in that
direction is not 80 open as farther east,
and was irrigated ; but there was nothing
to at_op an army.

ALL SOLDIERS MA.KE MIBTAKES

it rememberad, thongh junior
(and no two soldiers can be
equal) to Lieut.-Col. Taylor, I
was not under him., He com-
manded a regiment, and so
did I; whent we were on the

game dut.y,I of conrse, obeyed ;

and he never, I believe, found me reluctant. In fact, when I have
been under him, it was in most cages voluntary, When the Sappers
were distributed in detachments I might have ridden in dignity
with & nominal headquarters, but I went where I could be niost
useful, though as a subordinate, and always put myself under such
an officer ag Lieut.-Col. Taylor with p]easure ; yet I wag in &
~ posttion without impropriety to do ag I did in recommending the
completion of the work.

After all, the difference between ug is orie of opinion : and if he

has made a mistake, all soldiers do

» Thig was, however, so distant as to
be almost a separate range, just within
cannon shot of the lower heights. A¢
. Koodee Khel the village was within long
musket range of the top of the upper hill.
Had the little hill been in the same line,
the fire directed at it would have made
the village a very uncomfortable post.

¢ My artillery comrades of Afghani-
stan know how highly I valued them and
their arm ; and at Koodee Khel I longed
for Major Backhouse and his mountain
train ; but we used sometimes to forget
that, save in hreaching and other excep-
tional ecages, it is & co-operating, not a
main arm, still less to be nsed singly.
Indeed, we were too apt to make one arm
attempt the work of all, or to use them
successively instead of together.

* On Gen. Pollock telling me his re-
golution. to attack, and ordering me to
join it, T expresged my happiness thereat;
when he mentioned its being opposed by
the officers of rank he had consulted.

the same; the best alone learn

by them. The general voice,
however, was with him at the
time. Beyond the Sappersand
gome of the Staff, who had
served in the previous cam-
paign, I know not if any officer
at Manoo Khel sided with me
then., Even at Jugduluk the
attack of the upper range?
wag only ordered after much
delay and a vain® can-
nonade, and then Gen. Pol-
lock * went against eminent
advice. It settled the hill
question, and Lieut.-Col. Tay-
lor, goon after, at Tezeen, the
day before the action with
Mahomed Akbar, showed, in
a brilliant hill affair of his
own, that the lesson had not
been lost.

If anything now written gives pain to Lieut.-Col. ITnish, I shall
regret it; he is not the assailant, but he is the assailant’s battle
horse, and the one cannot well be repelled without the other, If
our acquaintance at Koodee Khel began a little roughly, it soon
became friendly. In our conversations, he may remember I sought
neither command nor credit for myself, but urged him to take has

151
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" men on to finish the work ;¢ and if I presumed fo remonstrate or

ad‘g'ise, he will not perhaps forget

* Major Havelock will bear witness
that in our many conversations at this
time, I urged ouly the performance of
the serviee by the officers and the troops
nearest the place, not my being employed
or the Sappers. Once only I volunteered
the latter for the main attack on the
- following day, on hearing some talk of
- “a mere gacrifice of men.” Throughout
the war I was much employed in separate
gommands, but I never asked for them.

that I excused and illustrated
what I said by referenice to our
own ervors, and their punish-
ment in Gen. Sale’s force the
year before: though differ-
ing in opinion, we parted ag
friends, Later in the day I
heard with sorrow of hig
wound ; and rejoiced when
we met again as comrades in
Kohistan, where, and in the

paﬂaes coming back from Cabool, T ever found him the active and
gallant commander of a brave and willing corps.

To Lieut. Mayne I offer no apology for using his name. He
will see 1t is unavoidable. I have little doubt of his remembering
- thé main facts, but I am going aecross the sea, and reference would
cause much loss of time ; our conversations are given, therefore, in
considerable detail, legt any link in the chain of circumstances

* This is also the reagon of my giving
g0 many other details, .

should have escaped his me-
mory, which these may re-
callt © He will, I doubt not,
tell Lieut.-Col. Taylor where

ke got the men, as well ag whether or not he led me to understand
I was to lead them ; and I feel perfeetly sure it will turn out that
he obtained the men in a proper way, and never exceeded the limits
of his duty, whether he acted by direct orders from his superior, or
by using the discretion leff in such circumstances to all staff officers,
and especially to one in whom all above him justly placed so much

reliance as they did in him.

I cannot ask editors of other papers to insert all thig, but T trust
those who eopied Lieut.-Col. Taylor’s letter will inform their readers
that something has been said on the other pa.rt and tell them where

to find it.

I am, Sir, your obedient gervant,
G. Broaproor, Major,
A.D.C, to the Governor-General,
late commanding Sappers and Miners,

 Spence’s Hotel : March 18, 1843,

Thig letter, besides being useful as a complote. account of
the operations at Mamu Khel, shows the high soldierly spivit
which animated Broadfoot on all oceasions,
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After this affair, Mamu Khel was ocenpied for a fow days,
zmd the troops 1'et11mcd to Gandamak on August 30.

* Broadfoot wrote many letters during the half at Gandamak,
of which two, addressed to Mr. Loch and Mrs. Bayley, are here
reproduced.

Camp near Gundumuk ¢ Beptember 5, 1842,

My dear Sir,—I have, as you know, usually addressed a few
' lines ea.eh month to the mother of my poor friend, Capt. Mac-
kenzie ; and I purposed doing so this month, but I can only give
news of him so disheartening, that I think 1t best to put you in
possegsion of all we as yeb know, with a view to your making
- Mr. Butterworth Bayley acquainted with it, and he, I doubt nof,
will eommunicate to Mrs. Mackenzie so much of it as may be
desirable.

Mahomed Acbar has removed the prisoners towards Bameean,
except two, Captaing Troup and Bygrave, whom he refaing near
himself : and two ladies, Mrs. Eyre and Mrs. Anderson, too ill to
be removed. With them he hag left Dr. Campbell. Whether their
~ husbands are also left, is not, I believe, known.-

Poor Mackenzie last month had a very severe illness; from
which, however, he has since recovered. When the captivity of
these unfortunates will end, it is now impossible to say.

It was my intention to have written you at some length before
now, but I have been prevented; first, by being sent out in thig
direction six weeks back, with a detachment so small as to be some-
what ungafe. It conld not, however, be reinforced at the time ; and
I was consequently obliged to break aup the confederacy of the sur-
rounding clans by rapid and unexpected movements against them
severally, while they believed we were on the defensive. In thig
way we managed to bring the whole country round us into sub-
miggion ; but the fatigue to men and officers was excessive, and ig
now telling on ug in great sickness,

I was next detached to a place, Tatang (not that of our maps),

abreast of this (about five miles south), to destroy a strong fort, be-
longing to Mahomed Acbar.

On Gon., Sale coming out to Futehabad, I joined him; but
being now known to all the people for many miles round, I had to

act a good deal as interpreter, &o. Nearly a fortnight back Gen.

Pollock came out here and sent back to Futehabad for the Sappers,
who arrived just in time to take part in an affair with the enemy on
the 24th ultimo.

For the last few days I have been unwell from fa.blgue and ex-
posure, which, with very constant work in my commissariat capacity

G
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 (for T fee& my own people and qa,ttle}, has prevented me from wnhng_f i

any private letters. :

Owr foree is now concentrated here The troops are abundantly
‘numerous, and of a quality equal to meet any enemy; but an
inefficient eommigsariat cripples us. There is no excuse for it.
Had Gen, Cullen been here, difficulties would scarcely have been
heard of.

We march, if possible, to-morrow. Two days ago, | strongly
urged the formation of a dopdot here, and I hope it will be
done. The officers most about the General to whom I spoke,
‘agreed ; but the General himself was natorally anxious to carry
as many troops as possible to Cabool, But I shall be apprelien- |
give ag to our communications if this end of the passes be left
mnguarded,

T algo urged the General to abandon all tents, and put the native
troops on half rations, which are ample for mere subsistence. ke
had before reduced the tentage one half, and has now yielded as far
as three-quarter rations. The tents will never be pitched in the
passes ; and at Cabool there is nothing to prevent our oceupying
the inhabitants’ dwellings as in Europe. The carriage of the tents
would convey more sick and wounded than we can now accommo-
date, and warm clothing for the cold weather now at hand; two
points of first-rate importance. The General would do this, but that
be is perhaps a little too sensitive to the murmurings, which are

~only heard from those who are undeserving of notice or eonside-
rotion.

There is no diffienlty before us that a modcra.te share of foresxghb
and good management cannot overcome; and I ami, therefore, in
hopes, notwithstanding our deficiency in carriage, that all will go
well. Wo ought to be getting over what have much injured ug
heretofore, a foolish contempt of the enemy, causing raghness, and
then a miserable timidity, almost panic, on finding this rashness
produace its inevitable effects. ‘

You are perhaps aware that Lord Ellenborongh hag paid me the
very flattering compliment of placing me on hig personal staff. In
fact he has in every way shown me the most distinguished kindnegs.
I sugpeet that in this X am indebted not a little to Liord Klphinstone’s
kindness, which has been very great indeed, and unremitting. I
shall probably never again meet him, but I must ever feel grateful
to him.

Gen. Nott is now well on hig way; but any combination at
such a distance, and with a communication so completely closged,
is out of the question. Each force ought to be strong enough to
do the work singly; and then the want of perfect coneert is harm-
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--lesa; ‘We are strong in all but heavy artillery, engineers’ tools, and

gunpowder.
. The enomy, however, is forfunately not a formidable one.  Still,
1 should have liked greater preparation for every event, and, above

" all, a better supply of carriage; in one word, an efficient comumis-

saviat. Flowever, my next will, I trust, be from Cabool, and an-

nounee ample suceess.
The Ciovernor-General has provided for young Cunningham (a
" gon of Allan the poet), one of my officers, who, on the close of hos-
. tilities, goes into the Mysore Commission. I am now anxious to
oo something done for Orr and for our surgeon, Drx. Forsyth, re-
garding whom I ventured to write o you; and these will doubtless
_ also be provided for, seeing that Lord Illenborough seems resolved
to pick out for promotion those he considers working men,
I was very sorry lately to hear your health had been affected in
the early part'of summer. I trust it is now re-established, and that
Miss Loch and the middy are also well. Give them both my very

best wishes, and believe me &c. _
¢. DroAproOI.

You will, of course, hear from other channels of Futeh Jung,
the son of Shah Shoojah, and lately nominal king at Cabool, having
escaped to this camp.

Gen. Nott ig said to have defeated the enemy at Mookoor, about
five marches south of Ghuznee.

I was pained to see that poor Gen. Elphinstone was accused
at home even of personal cowardice. No one conld less degerve so
base an imputation. As a high-gpirited, honourable man, hig family
need not blush for him. Than his military messures, nothing conld
be more feeble and ill judged, but, as he himself said to me, before
the rebellion broke ouf in Cabool, he was gone in body and mind ;
and had it been otherwise, incapacity as & commander—errors, that
is, in judgment—is scarcely a fit subject of vituperation.

The following may be added as additional testimony in

favour of the unfortunate General.

Fldred Pottinger, in a letter to Col. Buller Elphinstone,
announcing Gen. Elphinstone’s death, and forwarding a memo-
randum found among his effects, remarked that the opinions
of the unprejudiced in the army coincided with those expressed
in the General’s memorandum. Further, he continued, that
he and his companions in misfortune were af a loss which more
to admire, the noble fortitude with which the Greneral bore his
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great reverse of forfune and excessive bodily pain, or theconstant
gelf-denial be showed during his prolonged illness in regard to
the wants and cares of others in preference to his own.

Next day Broadfoot wrote to Mrs. Bayley :

Camp near Gundumuk: September 6, 1842,

My dear Mrs. Bayley,—We were to have marched this morning,
and however much I regret on other accounts our delay till to-
~ morrow, I rejoice that it gives me an opportunity of thunking you,
before we move into the passes, for two letters which nothing but
an unseagonable attack of illness, conjoined with the bustle of pre-
paration for the journey, has prevented me from duly answering.
Not that I have been very unwell, but from having been for the
last six weeks detached, we had fallen into arrears of pay, and these
accounts, with all preparations erowded into a few days, made a
very little illness indispose me more than a much severer attack at
other times.

I began this letter in the morning, and have continued almost
word by word amidst incessant interruptions, till it is now dawk
hour, and I must close,

The day’s delay has caused an entive change in the order of
advance, and has thrown apparently all into Gen. Sale’s hands,
which hag not raised the hopes of the poor Company’s men, of fame
at least in despatches. However, time will show. The poor old
Greneral (Sale, I mean) hasg, I fear, prejudiced advisers around him,
8 thing very mischievons at all times, and especially now. But
you must really pardon me for all this camp gossip, with which, to
say the truth, I am so stunned, that it runs from my ears to my
pen, almost without my knowledge. In fact, you cannot imagine
what barbarians we are in camp, positively all men ¢ une idée, or
monsters @ malle idées ; and I do seriously apprehend that T shall
neyer again be able to comport myself decently in civilised society.
You must at any rate take me in hand for a time; tame the bear,
in fact, for such you will doubtless style me. _ ;

" Again inberrupted, but now by a man three days from Cabool,
wlo says our poor prisoners and the royal families were carried
off by night ; that the force sent to succour Ghuznee had returned ;
that Mahomed Akbar was in vain trying to assemble a force to
meet us in the passes, but that the troops we beat the other ﬂay,
with Ghilzye reinforcements, were awaiting us on this side of J ug-
dulluk. T apprehend no opposition we shall not easily overcome ;
for Gen. Pollock, if not a Napoleon, is superior to any general




officer I have yet chanced to meet in thege regiong. But I am falling
back to the one idea, so 1 must, with promises of future amend-
 ment, beg you to offer my kindest regards to all your circle, and to
believe me ever, my dear Mrs. Bayley, most truly yours,
' G. Broaproomr.
P.8. 1 used fo write to Colin’s mother about him, but could
nof last month or this; the news was too cheerless. He is, I be-
lieve, safe, and will eventually be restored, but when is uncertain.

The day after this letter was written, Pollock’s force marched
for Kabul. '

Again, as before with Sale’s brigade, the posts of honour
were agsigned to Broadfoot’s Sappers ; they led the advance
and were the last in the rear guard.

The first half of Broadfoot’s Sappers were immediately fol-
lowed by the 5th company of the Bengal Sappers and Mirers,

Backhouse’s mountain train, nine companies of a Native In-

fantry regiment, four guns of Abbott’s battery, and three com-
panies of a European regiment. Itis believed that this order
" was followed in the advance gnard throughout the march to
Kabul: except when the disposition had to be varied for pur-
poses of attack.

The march to Surkhab, nine miles, took over five hours,
though the troops were nnmolested by the enemy. Traces of the
unfortunate Kabul army were everywhere to be seen, but most
frequent near the conical hill eloge to Gandamak, where the lagh
stand was made. Snow had fallen after the Kabul army was
destroyed, and the severe frost, together with the snow, had in
instances preserved the bodies, so that recognition was possible.
These silent yeteloquent witnesses to the value of a convention
with Afghans, appealed to their comrades for rvetribution. Some
of the troops had already sworn, at the request of the wives of
the destroyedsen, to avenge their husbands.

Next day, September 8, the force marched for Jagdalak.
Defective intelligence resulted in Pollock finding the enemy in
considerable gtrength wherehe was ignorant of their existence.

roadfoot evidently considered the fighting in the passes on
this occasion so very slight in comparison with what he had
seen when Sale’s brigade fought its way through, that he left
little on record concerning these marches. It is sufficient to
say that on this day there was fighting, and where that was
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.
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thickest there were to be found Broadfoot and his men. Briefly,
when Pollock saw that the enemy, mostly on this occasion
(thilzis, could not be dislodged by artillery from their positions -
on the hills which commanded the road, he resolved on attack-
ing them by infantry. ’ : e

For this purpose Capt. Broadfoot was detached to the extreme
left of the enemy’s position, and hig Sappers commenced ascending
a steep hill on the top of which the enemy were entrenched in &
‘sungah.’'® . . . Capt. Broadfoot had completely succesded in fhe
attack he made, and the enemy were dispersed in every direction, a _
large body of them retiring to the summit of a high mountain,
On this apparently maceessible height they planted their standards
and showed every demonstration of mainfaining it. As the achisve-
ments of the day would have been incomplete were they suffered
to remain, I decided upon dislodging them. The following troops
advanced under cover of Capt. Abbott’s guns and those of Capt.
Backhouse’s mountain train ; FLM.’s 18th L.I., one ecompany 26th
N.IL., one company 85th L.L, 5th company Bengal Sappers and
Broadfoot’s Sappers, Seldom have soldiers had a morve arduous
task to perform, and never was an undertaking of the kind sur-
passed in execution: these lofty heights were assaulted in two
columns led by Captains Wilkingon and Broadfoot.?

The discomfited Ghilzis fled, carried off their standards, and
their position was occupied by the assailants. |

Another event of the day degerves to be recorded.-',_ Back- i

house has stated that the enemy having opened rather a warm
fire on the left flank, Sale ordered him to draw up his battery
on that flank, not to fire, but to use them ¢ a8 & parapet or
traverse to intercept the enemy’s fire.’

It is probable that the mountain train was unuecessarily
exposed by Sale’s order, and its commander was with reason
indignant. ~ The Afghans had used our dead soldiers ag a
protecting rampart, but it is by no means to be accepted that
an English officer deliberately put a living corps to a similar use,

* ¢Bungeh,’ sungur, properly san-  on this occasion, the bodies of our
gar: a breastwork usually made of destroyed army formed no inconsider-
stones, or stones and the tronksand  able part of the works. See marginal
branches of trees, behind which the note, page 141,

defenders can fire on assailants with ¥ ¢ Pollock’s despatoh,’
comparafive immunity. In the passes




The next marches, to Kata Sa.ng on Septembm 9, and to
S.eh Baba on the 10th, were made without fighting.
" On the 11th, Pollock marched to Tezin; a few parties of

the enemy posted on the heights were dislodged by the fire of

" the artillery of the advance guard.

' Here he was joined by the 2nd division of his army under
(len. McCaskill, and the combined force halted to give the
carriage animals much needed rest. The immediate effect
of this halt was that Muhammad Akbar and the Afghans,

~ attributing it to indecision, determined on a final struggle.

He sent the majority of the prisoners towards the Hindu
Kush and Turkistan, collected his forces, and marched to
TeZm

On the 12th, towards evening, the 011tp08ta were assaulfed
'-'by the Afghans with great courage. Backhouse has related
. that a piquet of Broadfoot’s Sappers was very vigoronsly
attacked, and ifs defenders were getfing the worst of it, at a
stone’s-throw distance from our main body, though on a very
high steep hill, when a company of their old commdos, the
13th 1.1., eame to their assistance, and the Afghans were
dispersed.

Col. Taylor of the 9th, to whom reference has already
been made, was sent outf fo drive back another party of the
enemy; he had about 250 men of hig regiment, and was
joined by Major Huish and a small party of the 26th N.I. ;
with this little force he attacked and drove them before him
up the hills. When the Afghans arrived at the top, they
established themselves there and kept up a heavy fire; but
Col. Taylor, with skill and gallantry, brought up unperceived

a small part of his little force, and then suddenly attacked -

_ the Afghang in flank, who, surprised, fled innontinently down
the* steep hill, and during their flight suffered severely.

Lieut. Elmhirst of the 9th distinguished himself greatly on

thig occasion.

Next day, September 18, the force marched to Khurd
Kabul, through the Tezin pass. A party was detached to
turn the hills far to the right of the advancing army.

On the advance guard arriving about the middle of the pass, and
turning a projecting rock, the enomy were diseovered quite cloge in
{ront, swarming on the hills right and left of the pass, and brisk
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