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I need not detail what followed : readers of history must be
familiar with the great events which led to the establishment of
British supremacy throughont India. After two years of
intrigues and struggles among the Mahratta states, the powerful
forces of Seindia, so long a cauge of alarm to our Government,
were driven from Poona by the robber adyenturer Holkar. The
Peshwa fled to British territory, and at once accepted the
treaty so often paraded before his eyes, which reduced
the nominal head of the Mahratta state to a position of
practical vassalage to the British Government. Then followed
the alliance of Raghojee, under pressure of his new alarms,
with his greatest foe, Scindia. The British forces were put
in motion, and the allied armies were worsted at Assaye and
Argaum. The fertile and much coveted province of Cuttack fell,
with other conquests, into the hands of the British government ;
and the Mahratta states were so broken in military power as
to leave the whole of Central India a prey to predatory hordes;
a state of things which led to renewed interforence on our part,
and the final establishment of our supremacy,

I now revert to matters of personal or literary interest,
connected with the subjeet of this biography, after the date
of his appointment fo Nagpoor. In-addition to other and
obvious reasons for giving the narrative of his diplomatic
gervices separate from other labours in which he was engaged, it
may be mentioned that scarcely an allusion is to be found
to political subjects in his private correspondence at this period.
The account, which he afterwards published, of his journey to
and from the capital of Berar is equally silent on these in-
teresting topics. It will be seen that he at one time contem-
plated publishing a connected narrative of transactions at
Nagpoor, during his residence there, but the same feelings
which led to his reserve in his private letters made him
confine it to matters unconnected with politics.

He received his instructions from the Governor-General, in
Caloutta, late in the year 1798 ; he returned to Mirzapoor, and
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having completed his preparations, started on his journey in
the following January. :

. His route was determined by the unsettled state of Bun-
deleund, then threatened by one of those predatory armies

which, at this period of Indian history, were at the command

of any adventurer whose name or resources promised an
expedition of plunder, with the chance of ultimate establishment
in a conquered country. Aly Behadur, an illegitimate descen-
dant of one of the Peshwas, having raised an army, chiofly
composed of Mahrattas, was preparing for his attack on the
Boondelas ; and, the usual route from Mirzapoor to Nagpoor
heing rendered unsafe, Mr. Colebrooke was obliged to trayerse
a wild tract of forest and hill country, lying immediately south
of Benares, parts of which had never before been visited by
any European. The journal which he kept during this march,
and again on his return to Mirzapoor, was afterwards pub-
lished in the Asiatic Annual Register, and abounds with re-
marks on the matural history and productions of the country,
but is scanty on the subject of the wild inhabitants, who
repelled every attempt to procure any information concerning
their language, manners, or religious opinions.

On his return to Mirzapoor, the route through J ubbulpore
and Bundeleund was open; and here Mr. Colebrooke found
some interesting subjects of enquiry in the political condition
of this cluster of peity principalities, many of which had
maintained their independence through the revolutions that
India had undergone during the past century. He was
attracted by the manners of chiefs which might be supposed
to represent those of ancient and primitive times; and he was
especially interested in any locality of classic interest in Indian

» literature.  Neither journey was marked by any incidents
of adventure, and though the first part of his narrative
consists of a somewhat monotonous itinerary, the descriptions
of the geography and natural history of a tract of country
which even now is little known, is, perhaps, still of value ; and
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the latter portioﬂ, relating to Bun’delcund, forms an iﬁtereatin'g
. record of a portion of central India, more than *sixty years
since.” I have, therefore, ingerted it in the appendix to this
volume. G ] . _
The first letter addressed to his family, after his arrival at
Nagpoor, bears dato 8th June, 1799: L

; Nagpoor, 8th June, 1799.
«“ My Dear MOTHER,

“Tn the hwry of preparing for a long journey from
Calentta to the capital of Berar, and, afterwards, during the
journey itself, I omitted writing to you. 1 will now make
atonement, by giving you some account of myself for a year
past. :

“ About this time twelvemonth, I was nominated to proceed
on an embassy to Nagpoor ; and, in the month of August,
while T was busy preparing for the journey, I had orders to
repair to Caleutta. Thither T went by water, and had the
pleasure of secing my brother, in passing Moorshedabad. After
some stay at Caloutta, which was rather irksome, from the
daily expectation of leaving it, and the tedious postponement
of my departure, I travelled' post to Benares; and there and
at Mirzapoor I completed my preparations. At length, on the
4th January, I set out from Mirzapoor. My route lay through

a very difficult country; part of which had never been visited
by Europeans. It was niostly mountainous, covered with
forest, and very thinly inhabited. The roads were bad, and
many of the passes over the mountains very dangerous, and
gearcoly practicable. The journey was, tedions. However,
I completed it in two months and a half, with the loss of a
fow camels and of much patience.

“ The picturesque scenery of hill and wood was interesting
for a fow days. Something there was to attract attention in
almost every part of the route; but, still, the daily march and
daily want of ocoupation palled on the mental appetite. 1 had
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been long tired of the journey, especially as great heat had
succeeded to intense cold, when I reached the place of my
destination on the 18th March. With the exception of some
vacant intervals, I have beon since fully employed in my
public funetions ; but I now embrace the opportunity of such
leisure as my duties leave me to make amends for former
indolence, Yet, not having sufficient time to give all par-
ticulars, I will refer you to my sistér for passages from a sort of
journal I shall send her ; and 1 will here content myself with
giving you some idea of the place where I am now sojourning.
“ The town of Nagpoor is situated in a valley, surrounded
by barren hills of no great elevation. They are barren for
want of soil ; the valley is so from too great a prevalence of
clay. It is true that, in the hot season, most places in India
have a dreary appearance. I will not, therefore, pass sentence
against this, but only say that, hitherto, its aspect has not been
cheerful, and that a clayey country is not promising for the
rainy season, The roads being bad and commanding no
beantiful prospects, there is little temptation for daily exercise ;
and my turn for sporting is here, as it has been at Mirzapoor,
useless to me, for there is no sporting ground within reach.
“T should have told you that the town stands upon the
Ndg, a small brook which only deserves to be noticed, because
it appears to give name to the provinee, The town is, like
most towns in India, ill-built, with narrow dirty streets. But
the ground surrounding the palace is more open; and the
palace itself is a large and (for a Hindu owner) a magnificent
building. It consists of half a dozen courts, completely sur-
rounded with buildings two or three stories high, lined inter-
nally with a narrow colonnade, and having a dead wall’ out~
side. I have only seen the public apartments. They ave
spacious, particularly the principal hall of audience, and are
well decorated with pier-glasses, pictures, girandoles, ete.
The reigning prince has not only a taste for architecture,
which he has displayed in the palace he has built for himself,

Q.
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but he has also a turn for gardening. T benefit by it; for
I have got for my abode a neat garden, with. a tolerably good
house in it. The garden is laid out in straight walks with
out hedges, ete. But I have been Jong enough abgent from
England not to be fastidious about the laying out of
" grounds, _ i
« Adjoining to mine is a similax house and garden, belong-
ing to the heir-apparent. A littlo further is a very pretty
one, lately finished by the reigning prince himself. It is
small, but pretty; and the mumerous buildings and their
splendid decorations are elegant. The effect is particularly
pleasing at night, when the fonntains play, and the whole
garden is illuminated. In a hot climate, and, more especially,
in the hot season, the night is the only time when a garden
can be visited. i T
« Of the Court, T may well say that the Raja is, in his
manners, more like a private gentleman than & ‘sovereign
_prince, and an Asiatic one too. His manners are simple,
with little pomp, and less appearance of pride. The courtiers
naturally copy their sovereign, and live more like friends than
gervants with him. Yet the Court is not devoid of spleudour'
and dignity. I have seen in it a numerous assembly of nobles,
sitting at a respectful distance along the walls of a magnificent
apartment, while the select few surrounded the R&ja"s throne,
- and sometimes conversed, but oftener.liléten—ed to the singing
of dancing women. . -
¢« This part of the Raja’s magnificence is what he seems
most attached to, next to the diversion of tiger-hunting. Al
day and all night the exhibition of music and dancing is con-
tinued ; and so attached are people of the place to that amuse-~
ment, that, even while taking the diversion of fishing, they
have a set of singers embarked with them in each boat. Of
his fondness for tiger-hunting I can give you no botter proof
than his quitting the affairs of state for ten days together to
go in pursuit of tigors. At this moment he is absent on such
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an excursion, in the course of which he killed four tigers
in one day,

“ Here lot me close, for the present, a subject which may be
resumed at some future occasion, Before I take leave of you,
let me congratulate you on the brilliant success we have had
in India, against our sworn enemy Tippoo. I should hope
this great event will ensure tranquillity to our possessions in
India for a long time to come.

“ Your very dutiful and affectionate son,
“ H. T. COLEBROOKE."’

The following extracts from Mr. Colebrooke’s letters to his
family, from Nagpoor, contain all that is of personal or
literary interest. The original letters are few in number, and
gome are very brief. An interval of eight months elapses from
the date of the last letter to that which follows. No letter is
extant relating to the intermediate period ; but the gap will be,
in a great measure, filled in by extracts from the journal which
he commenced about this time, and which will be given in the

,next chapter.

Nagpoor, Feb. 24th, 1800.

““T ghall shortly dispatch a revised copy of the Treatise on
Husbandry, ete. Prinsep and Lambert are requested to be
governed by you as to the final determination of publishing or
suppressing it. I believe you will find it so moderate, that it
cannot do me harm with my honourable masters, the Directors.
I think it also much improved in the matter and style. It is,
however, a matter of indifference to me whether it goes forth
or not. My literary fame must depend on my Sanserit
labours.

¢« A sixth volume of the Asiatic Researches has been lately
published. T do not know what are the contents ; but the price
is reduced, which I think a very wise measure. I did not
know it was go nearly finished, and neglected to put the last

G
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hand to a treatise of two I have begun ; you will, therefore,
find nothing of mine in the.sixth volume. I shall, probably,
make up for it by contributing largely to the seventh.
 “I have ordered the book to be sent to yon, with a parcel

_of seeds I collected here, some of which may possibly prove
acceptable to Mrs, Smith or Lady Tankerville. I have neg-
lected to mark each parcel-as it was filled, and it would now
be a troublesome job.to do so, because many are the seeds
of forest trees, or of weeds, which neither I nor the people
about me can name from the inspection of the seeds only.
There are, or there ought to be, if I rightly remember, several
sorts of Cassia and of Mimosa, and one or both gorts of Melia,
with a beautiful "Thespesia, two varieties of Sida, several sorts

of Hibiscug; as also the Albrus; and a few other well- known _
plants, and some uncommon oues. 4

“ 1 am, my dear father,

“«Your most duotiful son,
o & H. GOLEBBOOEE

« My stay here is as uncertain as ever.”

24tk July, 1800,

A Apropos of the causes of promotion, I must
have ill described what Lord Wellesley said to me, by way of
compliment. I certainly did.not understand from it that he
had selected me ¢ for my abilities merely.” On the contrary,
it was from his compliment that I first learned that I had
boen strongly recommended to him. What T understood was,
that he meant to impress me with the notion that my appoint-
ment was partially due to recommendation, which would not,
however, have been suficient, had it not been conﬁrmed by the
sharacter he found I bore in the country. G

“ A report has been long eurrent, in Calcutta and elsewhere,
that a new Court of Appeal will be constituted, to relieve the



Council of some of their judicial functions. The same report

insists that I am to be one of the members of it. Should this
prove true, my mission to this place will, probably, be brought
to a cloge some time next winter. Otherwise, I may, possibly,
stay here a year or two more. In either case I am content ;
both situations are highly honourable,

“My Supplement to the Digest advances slowly, The
venerable old pundit employed by me at Benares has supplied
me with so little text, that I have set about the compilation
myself from the books I brought with me, Notwithstanding
my impatience, I still see the conclusion of it at a great
distance ; so many avocationy prevent the regular prosecution
of the work. 1 have furnished the Asiatic Society with a
second Essay on the Religious Ceremonies of the Hindus, for
this year’s volume. The former essay, which Mary told you
of, was printed in the fifth volume of the Transactions. 1 shall,
perhaps, publish another Essay or two on other topics, in the
seventh volume, if I find leisure to cloge them this year.

¢ T cannot too much thank you for the exertions you make
to draw the translation of the Digest into notice. 1 find that
I neglected to mention that I had relinquished all intention of
deriving any pecuniary benefit from the republication of the
book. T abandoned all thoughts of that as long ago as when
the Government granted me a monthly allowance, to remune-
rate past and future labours. Your strenuous endeavours will,
I hope, draw such attention to the Digest from those who can
decide on its merits, as may advance me in the good opinion of
the Board of Control and Court of Directors, I hope the
publication of the Remarks (if, indeed, they are published,) will

not counteract the good effect of my other labours towards

my advancement. In my last letters I informed you that I
had sent home a revised copy, to be printed and published, if
< you gave your consent. I have some hopes that, in ity present
amended state, thebook will afford much useful information,with-
out being unpalatable to the leading men at the India House.

HENRY THOMAS COLEBROOKE. 135
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AR ) L) dra,wmgs Mary told you of were a collection
of dra.wmga of birds, which remained unfinished, because the
pamter had died 3 and I could not find another to fill up my
original demgn of a,ddmg 2 botanical figure, with insects or
_ ﬁsh torvach drawing.. T have since given up that branch of
. nafural history, a,nd devoted myself to observe the vegetable
) kingdam only. I shall, probably, publish on that subject some
timo next year. It is- by far the .amost pleasing branch of
natural history. * My chief. dlsgust. to ornithology arises from
feoling the cruelty of keeping birds pining for several days,
.while a draftsman is making a drawing of them. I sent a
pretty large quantity of seeds last year; and I hope to send
as many more next winter, or, at ]eaqt., a more curious if not
80 numerous a collection, memo‘sr‘l have.not collected.  All

L - my nophew’s exertions, and those of other friends in the neigh-

p bourhood of Lucknow, cannot prevail on any good artist to

.- leave Hindostan to come into my service in the Decean.

i | ““ As I am not sure I shall be able' to write to my mother .

: and sisters by this opportunity, let me éntreat you to make my

excnges. A few months will, probably, make public the

result of my present offieial occupations, which render me
so unpunctual a correspondent,

#

“I am, my dear father, =
 Your most dutiful son,

“ H. CoLEBROOKE.”

* -

- 144% October, 1800,
“My pEAR FATHER, ; Sl

“ My agent at Calcutta has, very properly, stopped the
parcel containing a revised copy of Remarks on the Agri-
culture, etc., of Bengal, upon hearing that my friend,
Mr. Lambert, to whose house the parcel was addressed, is
deceased. It will be now forwarded junder an additional
cover to you. You must determine whether the work shall
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be published or suppressed. If there be real danger of a
pivatical publication, there is no choice; if not, the suppres-
sion will not, be disagreeable to me. 1 do not seek fame from
it, since my literary reputation ‘will, T hope, be sufficiently
established by my labours as an orientalist, 'Whether or no
the work would be palatable to Ministers and the Directors, it
would certainly rouse a nest of hornets, by whom I may be
stung. To gratify poor Lambert, I was willing to risk some-
thing. 1 must now chiefly consult my own peace. Perhaps,
if there be danger of a surreptitious copy being printed, a
middle expedient might answer, and the private edition
might be printed at my expense, and registered at Stationers’
- Hall, Whatever you determine, I shall be content.

¢ You have, probably, heard that our Governor-General has
established a College for Oriental Literature in Calcutta, and
intends to ostablish a new Court of Appeal. It is reported
that I am to be nominated a member of the new court, and a
professor in the new college. Should this happen, I shall be
ficed at Caleutta, which is exactly what I now wish for. I
shall also be in the road to the ultimate object of my ambition,

“ Lord Teignmouth gave you a very true account of the
transactions relative to my undertaking the translation of the
Digest. What Mr, Harington told him was nearly what I
desired him to say. My pride was touched by the suggestion
that it would be expedient to devote myself solely to the work.
I then refused any salary upon any conditions. It must
always be remembered, also, that Lord Teignmouth was
chiefly induced by those very circumstances to send me to
Mirzapoor, I have been as much rewarded, and as much
patronized, as I could expeet or wish. Should you have any
future opportunity, let me beg you to mention to Lord T. that
I am grateful and contented.

“I do not perfectly apprehond what you are so good as to

mention relative to the republication of the Digest. 1 hope

there is no idea of my deriving benefit from the republication.
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In the Supplement now compiling, the eriminal law is included 5
but it is not the chief subject, and will be much abridged, because
it i of little use, since the Mussulman law supersedes it in
practice. The chief topics are the rules of special pleading
and the law of evidence, both very important titles. Criminal
law, ordeal, and the constitution of courts of justice are
curious, and not wholly useless, but much less important.”

: Jan, 10, 1801,
“ My pEAR FATHER,

“] have had the satisfaction of receiving yours of the
20th May last. I cannot say how infinitely obliged I am by the
exertions you make for me. As Mr. Dundas did not contra-
dict the notion that Mr. Barlow stands first for Council, T
consider my prospect as too remote fo deserve much further
endeavour, Perhaps there may be some use in having
advanced pretensions on the subject. As little prospect
remains of rising to Council, I must be content with such
inferior promotion as I can obtain. If the prevailing rumours
are realized, I shall soon be raised to an office inferior only to
Council, and which will be quite as desirable in evary respect,
oxcept salary; and that is what I care least about.

“1 am glad to find your sentiments agree so exactly with
my own, in regard to the inexpediency of drawing emolu-
ment from the reprinting of the Digest. Among other reasons,
good and bad, one is that I have, in a certain degree, com- '
mitted myself on the subject of disinterestednéss in literary
labours ; and consistency is very necessary to one who is, for
any cause, somewhat conspicuous.

“ My compilation and translation (for 1 execute both tasks)
of a Supplementary Digest advances well. Having prepared

' the materials, I am now putting them in order, and shall have
‘made great progress, I hope, towards the close of the year.
I mean, also, to furnish three or four essays to the Asiatie
Society this year. One, (in continuation of the subject of
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religious ceremonies), on marriages, is so nearly completed
a8 to require but one sitting more. Another, on Sanserit
Prosody, which I am not, however, fully resolved on publish-
ing; a.third, on the Indian Theogonies; and one on the
Védas, cannot, I fear, be completed until I get back to my
library. A eritical treatise on Indian plants is greatly ad-
vanced too ;5 and I have several other little works on the anvil,
enough to supply the Asiatic Resecarches with a couple of
essays in each volume, for several years to come. I am sure
you interest yourself in my literary pursuits ; and I therefore
make no apology for troubling you with this detail.”

He writes to his mother by the next mail, and again alludes
to the prospect of exchanging his present situation for a more
dignified post in Caleutta; “and that,” he adds, “is exactly
my present wish. I shall be glad to leave this place; I have
now heen two years cut off from all Furopean society but
that of the gentlemen attached to the Residency, who are
only two in number. It would now be particularly pleasant
to exchange so limited a society for the varied company of
Caleutta.”

He adds, in reply to his mother’s remonstrances upon hig’

single state: “I believe I must take up thoughts of choos-
ing a wife, when I go back to Caleutta, if I can prevail on
somo amiable young woman to approve of one who is fonder of
the desk than the tea-table.”

This was his last letter from Nagpoor. In his next he writes

from
‘ Benares, July 20tk, 1801.
“ My DEAR FATHER,

¢ As ships are despatched from Caleutta almost every
week, you will, probably, have received gome intimation that
may take away surprise at the date of this letter. I left Nag-
poor two months ago, and, making forced marches the whole
day, reached Mirzapoor in little more than a month. It was
fortunate that I made the utmost expedition; for, on the satne

QL.
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ovening that I reached Mirzapoor, the rains set in with great _

violence. - Had they caught mo on the way, it would have
been impracticablo to proceed with so many people and cattle ;
and the camp would have been soon invaded by disease,
common in hilly countries that are covered with forest.

“ For the sake of expedition, T returned by a different route
from that by which I went : indeed, I should have gone by this,
had it then been passable. It is the same which is described by

Mr. Leeky in a journal which, you have seen. At one pla.ca‘ )
only was any disagreeable occurrence met with; and this was

immediately got over by temperate and cool treatment. I
have written a narrative of both journeys, finished, ‘except the

last two or three marches. As soon as an amanuensis can be

spared from other works in hand, a copy shall be made of it,
for transmission, I once had thoughts of adding a narrative
of transactions at Nagpoor, and fitting the whole for publi-
cation ; but, at present, I have no intention of doing so. - You
must be content to read the manuseript account of the
journey only.

“On my arrival at Mirzapoor, I wrote down for orders, and,
aftor staying a week, came here to await instructions. As the
Governor-Greneral intends making a progress through these

provinces next month, he has commanded me to wait for him'

here. I am availing myself of this intexval of leisure to

arrange for the press a good part of my wwn compilation of
Hindu law. It is a most laborious work, which has em-
ployed years of hard application, and will require a vast deal
more labour for its completion.

“1 have not yet the least hint what are the Govemor—
General’s intentions regarding me. He has récorded ‘his
approbation of my conduct in terms very flattering; and my
friends all suppose he intends to promote me. I do not, how-

ever, sce, at present, any opening for it ; and, before any occurs,

something may intervene to prevent his doing much, I do not,
indeed, disbelieve his good intentions ; but there are few offices
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for which it would be worth my while to quit my appoint-
ments at Mirzapoor, which I still hold, though so long absent
from the place.

“While expecting his Excelleney here, I have a good
opportunity, which I do not let slip, of adding to my
collection of manuscripts, and of conversing with learned
pundits on the subject of them. I have lately picked up
commentaries on two of the Védas, and shall be able, with
this help, to complete, for the eighth volume of the Asiatic
Researches, a treatise on the subject. The seventh volume,
which is now in the press, will contain three Essays of mine ;
two on religious eeremonies (funerals and marriages), and one

- on Indian languages. Possibly I may yet furnish a fourth.

“As a man who travels into foreign countries should not
return empty-handed, I have brought some curiosities, which
I have thoughts of presenting to the Governor-Greneral. There
are some specimens of adamantine spar, and, what would
come well from me, agates and other stones that are employed
by the Hindus, in their worship, as types of the chief deities.
I have added a complete assortment of the vessels used by
Hindug in the worship of these pocket-idols, if I may so call
them ; for they are about the size of taws. 1 shall reserve one
set of these idols, to be sent to you as specimens of Indian
absurdity. In the meantime, it may be sufficient to mention,
that a small oval agate represents Mahddeo, or the god of
destruction and reproduction; a globular cornelian, Ganés,
the god of science and the surmounter of obstacles 5 a erystal
taw, the sun; a metallic one, Dévi, the goddess of destruction ;
and the Silordm stone, Yishnu, the preserver and soul of the
universe. These are the ouly gods really worshipped by the
Hindus,—by some severally, by others conjointly. Such as
worship all five place their types in the manner of g quincunx,
giving the central place to that deity whom the person
happens to hold in the greatest reverence. The Sélegrdm
here mentioned is a black calcareous stone, found in the Gund-
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hue river, which meej;s the Ganwes opposnte to Patna, It. 15_:.
-usually perforated, i one or more placas, by an animal of the
snail kind, ‘ag should appear from the spiral traces it leaves.
In some specimens, the greatest part of the stone has been
~ destroyed by the snail : the phenomenon is curious ; and speci-
mens shall be sent to youd :
“ I am, my dear father, :
Y our most dutiful son,
“H. CoLEBROOKE.”
& ’ N .r ¢ i (
“ Fxtract of a letter from the Governor-General to the
Resident at Nagpoor, dated 15th April, 1801,

¢TI have great pleasure in comxﬁuuicating to you my entire
approbation of your conduct, and my sense of your zeal,
diligence, and ability, during the whole of your 1351dence at
the Court of Berar.

“'The above is a copy of the approbation alluded to in the
first part of this letter.” b
1 Some further particulars regarding the Séalgrim are given in 4 note to Mr,

Colebroolw’s second essay on the Religious Ceremonies of the Mindus, The stone
was found upon trial not to be calcareous, :
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Somz 1nterestmg portlons of the narrative of tramactlons at -

Nagpoor, referred to at the €lose of the last ch';pter yeré pro-
served by Mr, Colebroolss, and found.among his papers after
his death. The first consists of an account of the reigning
family, and a fow partioulais- éonnected wxi;h the Court and the

commencement of Me/ Golebmokﬁ “residence y forming an
Introductl on te the contemplat }& pnblluat/on. The sacond' is a

journal, which he comutgnced within a féw months af!;er his

arrival at Nagpoor, and kept at 1rregular intervals. Tt was

'ﬁnall'y abandoned, when the pressure of public business- or
literary undertakings absorbed his whole time. The third is
an interesting but brief account of ascetics or devotees of the
' Muhammedan or Hindu religion. The latter paper ig, unfortu-

nately, incomplete. The two former have been somewhat cur-

~ tailed; but the last is given entire. I have thought it neces-
sary to omit a rather long account of the genecalogy and
branches of the Bhausla family. The facts are chiefly taken
from a history of this branch of the Mahratta conquerors, by
a courtly writer, who wunccted them with the house of
Sivajee, and, remotely, with the 7 remnng (Rajpoot) family of
Udeypoor. After Mr. Colebrooke’s sketch was penned, he
had reason to doubt the accuracy of the account; indeed, it
wag not velied upon, with confidence, by-the reigning family,
The authority of Jenkins is decisive on this point. In his
account of the rise of the family, he says that the early
history is obscure, and that the members of the family whom
he knew did not pretend to trace their rige beyond Moodhajee,
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who died early in the seventeenth century ; and that the prei L
tensions to a relationship with the founder of the Mahratta
Empire had either fallen into oblivion, or were never seriously
believed.

It will be observed that a considerable portion of Mr. Cole-
brooke’s Diary, which is here given, is devoted to an account
of the religious festivals that were celebrated at Nagpoor.
They are noted as they occurred, with a reference to the Hindu
Calendar, which regulates them. It is well known that the
Hindu fostivals and fasts are, for the most part, regulated by the
days of the lunar months ; each lunation commencing (accord-
ing to tho calendar followed by Mr. Colebrooke) with the new
moon.  The first half of the month is called the bright fort-

-night ; the period of the moon’s waning being the dark
fortnight. The mode by which the veckoning is reconciled
with the sun’s motion in a sidereal year is somewhat compli-
cated, and, as may be supposed, very unsatisfactory. To
understand the allusions contained in the journal which fol-
lows, it is only necessary to keep in mind that the months
named are solar months, to which the lunations are supposed to i
be adjusted. Besides® the festivals dependent on the lunar
calendar, there are others regulated by the seasons, the most
important of which oceur in the spring and at the time of the
winter solstice, The former class were briefly described by
Sir W. Jones, in the third volume of the Asiatic Researches.
A very full account of all the festivals which are celebrated
during the first three months of the year, from the pen of the
late Professor Tl. H. Wilson, appeared in the Journal of the
Royal Asiatie Society, in 18462 The most interesting portion
of the latter consists of a comparison between usages current in
India and those of ancient Kurope. But the materials for the
description of Hindu festivals which are given in this paper,
as in that of his illustrious predecessor, are chiefly derived from
text-books or almanacs in use in Bengal. Mr. Colebrooke

i Jenking's Report, p. 106. 2 Wilson’s Works, vol. ii. pp. 161~246.
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aimed at a comparison hetween the customs of Hindustan and
those of the Decean. It is very incompletely followed out ;
and towards the end of the Journal his notes consist of little
more than jottings, to be filled in at a season of leisure, Many
of these brief aHusions are omitted in preparing the Journal
- for publication. Other omissions are noticed as they oceur.

Omitting, therefore, the account of the family, the remainder
of the introductory portion is as follows ;-—

% The dominions of the Bhausla extend from the Bay of
Balasore on the east, beyond the head of the Tépati towards
the west, reaching beyond the Nerbudéd on the north, and
approaching to the Goddveri on the gouth, In this vast traet
Raghojee possesses somo rich provinees seattered among more
. extensive tratts of forest. He counts. among his tributaries

~ many chiefy of mountaineers ; holds a paramount authoxity

over the province of Chetisgerh, allotted to his brother Vincajee
Bhausla- as an apanage; and shares tho revenues of Berar
proper with the Nawéb Nizam Ali Khén, the titular Subadar
of the Dekhin. From tho fertile provinces of Catic and

Grardh, with those of Deogorh and Mualtdi,' and the districts

contiguous to Négpiar, including also his share of collections

in Borar proper, he levies a scanty revenue, with which he
maintains a large but ill-appointed army, and supports the
state and splendour of a sovereign prince with some show of
magnificence, and with much ill-concealed parsimony. Like

most Asiatic princes, he is fond of pleasure ; yet the propens
sitios of a sensualist have not rendered him careless of the

affairs of his Glovernment. He is, on the contrary, diligent in

business and pationt of fatigue, and daily employs many
hours in the: despateh of business, and in consultation with
his ministers. '

“At the time I visited his Court, the minister most in
favour was the Persian Munsheo, whose office might be

L MultAY was auciently-mlled Milatapati, or source of the Tépati, becanse it
 is gitunted near the sources of that river.”
' 10
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described as answering to that of Secretary for Foreign Affairs,
though he interfered in other departments also. The next in
favour was the Chithinevis, or secretary for domestic trans- =
actions. The Phemevis, or Diwan, thongh his office be of '
higher dignity, had, at that time, less influence. = These con-
stituted the council, and were the persons whom I always
found with the Raja at private audiences. These and their
nearest relatives, as well as the Raja's own kinsmen, and also
the principal commander of the forces, were often admitted to
the Council ; and they always sat near the Mesned, while the
rest of the courtiers of every rank were ranged along the
walls of the apartment at public audiences. As all officers
are expected to attend the Uourt and make their obeisances
to the Prince, while at the capital, twice a day, and in par-
ticular on gala days, the number of courtiers sitting round
the apartment was always great. :

« Before 1 proceed to speak of my intercourso with the
Court, I must here add that the gentlemen of the Reéidency
and myself, when we visited the Raja, used to sit on one side
of his Mesned s his kinsmen on the other side; and the
minigters facing it. Woe were roceived at different times in
divers apartments of a very large palace which the prosent
Raja has built ; and sometimes in summer-houses and pavilions
belonging to the gardens, which the Raja, his brother, and son
have planted and embellished near the town. The apartments
were, mostly, well decorated with mirrors, coloured prints, and
hanging lamps,  The pavilions are handsome edifices in the
Asiatie style of architecture ; and the gardens, laid out in the
Asiatic taste, are cheerful, notwithstanding the uniformity of
square ponds and straight walks. The palace itself, built
upon the Indian plan of paved courts surrounded by colonnades
and galleries, exhibits some traces of grandeur within its en-
closures. .

« T have alrea:r]y mentioned that the Raja 1'ec-eived.'my firgt
visit the second day after my arrival at Nagpar. This was
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 followed, at the interval of some days, by a.priva.te.audienbé,' i
. and afterwards, but in quick succession, by other interviews

upon the business of my mission. N shall not touch upon the
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subject of it in the present narrative, mor even upon the

questions of ‘etiquette and similar matters unconnected with

 #tabe affairs, which continually occurred at this, as they also",
do at other foreion courts, Discussion on unimportant points

 engaged some attention for the time. Such points ave, indeed,

- not wholly unimportant while under disenssion, since they are,
a test of the temper of the negotiation. In a week or two after

 the Raja accepted an entertainment from me, at which the pre-
 sents from the Giovernor General, that had been entrusted to me
for that purpose, were delivered to him ; ““and, two months
after, he accepted another entertainment, given to himself, his
family, and minigters. On these occasions the presents con-
stituted the ex:d:.e;xrta,if;meni:.I In the interval and afterwards,
though less frequently, the gentlemen of the Residency and
myself were occasionally invited to entertainments, in which

.~ exhibitions of dancing and singing bore the chief part. In

the subsequent year the Raja gave us a dinner, which I shall
hereafter attempt to described. But L must first notice an

excursion, on which we accompanied the Raja, to partake of

the diversion of fishing,

“1t was in the month of May, during the most oppressive
heat, that we remained more than a fortnight encamped with
Jim on the banks of the Canhar river. Spacious sheds, with
flat roofs, constructed of mats, had been erected on the sands
of the river, near the water’s edge. Being lined with white

- cloth, and the posts covered with the same material, in the

! “They consisted,. a3 is usual, of an elephant and horsescaparisoned, brocades,
tusling, and other cloths in trays; pieees of jewellery for the turban, with strings
of pearls forthe neck, and artieles of European manufacture, among which
fowling pieces and pistols of good workmanship were most acceptable. Tho
presents were proportioned to the rank of the several persons; much heing pre-
sonted to the Raja himself and his son, and only single trays to his nephews and
ministers, conformably with the nsage of Mahratta courts.
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manner of areades, the sheds, when well lighted at night, had

© an appearance that was not inelegant. Tho opposite bank of
the river was illuminated with good effect; and the Court,
when assembled to view the usual exhibition of d*mcmg, was
not without magnificence.
% During the day, even at the greatest funt ol noon, ‘l;he ;
diversion of fishing was pursued. Barges, clumsy in shape,
but covered with canopies of cloth and of velvét, were allotted
to the members of the royal family, and to the principal
courtiers; and so necessary are dancers to the amusement of '
Indian chieftains, that each barge was furnished with a band
of dancers and musicians. The barges proceeded slowly to
the various music of singers chanting different tunes, while
the fishermen dragged nets buoyed by a row of canoes, which
sustained another line of mnets above the water. The fish,
when driven into' a narrow space between a line of nets fixed
across the river and the moving line of nets that was dragged
towards it, endeavoured to escape by leaping over the nets,
" but fell on the canoos. The wonderful exertions of very large
fish, and the high leaps attempted by them, afforded the best
diversion ; and the Raja himself was often so far exhilarated
with the sport as to throw aside all state; and, with many
folds of cloth round his head, and a cudgel in his hand, he
would sit for many hours on the nets, striking the fish as they
foll into the canoes ; and, at the close of the sport, would |
wade through the water and assist in taking the fish out of
the mets, and afterwards in distributing what were caught.
This last occupation was always tho conclusion of the sport ;
and the Raja himself made the partition, sending some to
every one of his courtiors, and despatching many camel-loads
of fish to be pickled at home. During all this time the heat

_ was so intense, and the blasts of the hot winds so oppressive
that the Mahratta chieftains sat in their barges in wet clothes,
while their servants were continually showering water on
them by means of squirts made for the purpose.”
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L September 2nd,—A salute was fired last night, at the
. moon’s becoming visible, This morning, when I passed the

. sta;ﬁ' They went through the:metions of loading and firing
* four times'in a minute ; the shortest time in whmh the motions
were oxecuted was twelve seconds, The draught cattle are good,
and in excellent condition, but rather too small for large guns.

“This is a season of festivity. It began with the anniversary

of the birth of Crishira, on the 8th lunar day of ;S"mimﬁa.
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i artillery-park, the artillerymen were practising with the spunge-

(Urishnajanméshtam{), and will continue until the end of the” '

‘Dasérs. _Tb'—morrowz,being the 4th of Bhiddra, will be sacred

‘to Ganésh (Ganésackaturthi), -Great preparations have been

made for celebrating the day at the palace. Yesterday, the
Raja, attended by the ministers, visited the son of the late
Muhammed Amin KhAn, who was a chief of great power and
influence. He and his younger brother enjoy their father’s
jagir, towards the Nerbuddah. The visit was one of condolence.
Amin Khan died a twelvemonth ago; but, the son having
been absent ever since, the visit could not be paid earlier.
He will receive a present of condolence, on his first visit to
the Court. This custom prevails in all Darbars,

“The preceding day the Court went out o see a wrestling

match: an afit! had cha,llenged the prince’s wrestler. They

had wrestled at the samo seasoh, in two precéding years. The

first tlme_t-he atit was vietorious; the next year, the Musal-
mén gave him a fall; but, this time, the atif retracted the

challenge on the ground. A few matches were wrestled by

men of inferior note. The jétés (boxers in the Raja’s service,
natives of ' in Carndt, above Ghat, who wrestle and box
with the cestus, v.e. Bajrmuth, or thunder-fist) did not exhibit
‘on this occasion., The amphitheatre was prepared on the sands
of a nullah, two miles north. of thiz place. An immense crowd

! Atit, & religious mendicant of the Hindus, usnally a Vishhava, Jide Wilson's
(lossary of Indian Terms. '
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had resorted thither, and were in great measure disappointed
of the expeeted diversion. | _ et

“The day of new moon (amdvdsyd),! which fell, this year, on
the 30th August, is the festival of kine; celebrated throughout
the Dacshin, but not observed in Hindustan or Bengala. The
cattle were adorned with tassels on their foreheads and on the
tips of their horns; their horns were painted, or were silvered
or gilded; their skins stained with the juice of Lawsonia
leaves: and the cattle of the richer people were dressed in
cloth trappings, and decked with necklaces of litle bells and

with other ornaments.

« All the inhabitants of Négptir carriod their oattle so dressed
out to the Raja’s Palace. One of the Raja’s cows or oxens
another belonging to his son, and a third, belonging to his
son-in-law, were worshipped by the Raja’s family-priest :
flowers were offered ; water thrown from the hollow palms of
the priest’s hands on the cow’s feet; water with which the

~cow’s feet had been washed was sipped; and food was pre-
sented to the cow, with due ceremony and recitation of prayers.
To disperse the cattle assembled in the Palace yard, a vessel
full of elods of earth was thrown in among them ; the noise of
the rattling clods scared the cattle, and set them running, to
the great delight of prince and people. The cattle were led
about, with musi¢ playing before them; and, at night, with
torches. The festival is called Pola. The cows and oxen have
not yet been stripped of their tassels, but are grazing and
working with their ornaments still hanging to their horns.?

1 Amivasyh, (The day on which there is) a dwelling togdther, i of the sun
and moon, ¥ide Goldstiicker's Sanseyit Dictionary.

# According to the Abbé Dubois, similar ceremonies occur on one of the days of
the Pongol festival, held at the winter solstice, The first day passes off with
entertainments among relations, The second, which is called the Pongol of the

. sun, is held in honour of that luminary. ' The third is ealled the Pongol of Cows,
and is thus deseribed : ¢ In a great vessel, filled with water, they put some saffron,
seeds of the tree Pamati, and leaves of the tree Vepu. After being well mixed, they
go round all the cows and oxen belonging to the house several times, sprinkling them

with the water, as they turn fo the four eardinal points. The Sashtangam, or prostra-
tion of the eight membens, is made before them four times.  Men only perforn this

"
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- ‘The preceding day, being the sixth from the anniversary of
Crishna’s birth, the Raja, went, with his court, to visit hig
~ minister, Orishiarfo, commonly called Cushébd, who has
~ colebrated the festival with great splendour, It is usual to
. continue the celebration to the sixth day ; but some double the,
period, and prolong the period to the twelfth. |
. ““ The birth of Urishfa was celebrated here with nearly the
~ mame. ceremonies as 'in Hindustan, not omitting the most
 absurd and disgusting ones which belong to that anniversary.
The people go about, erying Candiji ; they exhibit the fac-
titious type of the infant's meconium, ete. The following day
the idol made for the oceasion was, as is customary at other
festivals, carried, with great coremony, to the river or to the
pond, and consigned to the waves.
o Several other festivals have been celebrated with great
splendour here. Among others, the Rakhi, when the Brahmins
tie a silk thread, decorated with the fignre of a peacock, or
some other fanciful ornament, upon people’s wrists, in com-
memoration of Vishiru's incamation in the shape of a dwarf, to
chastise the arrogance of Bali. On the same day young spronts
of corn are presented, espevially by courtesans. THere the
female part of the Raja’s family appeared in public upon this
oceasion,

“On the 5th of Srdvana, 1st fortnight, the (NAgapanchami)
festival of demigods in the shape of serpents, was observed here ;
and the festival was prolonged for two or three days. It seems

- tersmony, the women staying away. The cows are then all dressed ou, their
horns being painted with various colours, and garlands of flowers and foliage put
round their necks and over their backs. They likewise add stvings of cocoa-nuts
and other frnits, which are soon shaken off by the brisk motion of the animal
which these trappings occasion, aud are picked up by children and others, who
follow the cattle on purpose, and greedily eat what they gather, as something
sacred. They aro then driven, in herd, through the villages, and made to soamper
about from side to side by the jarring noise of many sounding instruments. The
remainder of the day they are allowed fo feed at large without a keoper ; and what-
aver trespasses they commit are suffered to pass without notice or restraint.” This
is evidently the same festival as Mr. Colebrooke witnessed, though eslebrated at o
different season, For a fall account of the Pongol Festival, see Wilson on the
Religious Festivals of the Iindus (Works, vol, ii. p. 170),
]
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to be celebrated here with particular superstition, probably from i
the analogy of the name to that of this town and the rivulet
which runs near it,  But, I believe, the rivulet and town take
their names from the endless serpent of Siva, a mythological
character very different from the serpent-shaped demigods to
whom the 5th of Srdeana is sacred. T shall take no further
retrospect of festivals, except to observe that the Raja joined
with his Musalmén subjects in celebrating the Moharam, and
that he very strictly observes all the fasts and other days of '
religious devotion prescribed in the Hindu Calendar,

“I had often remarked, near the banks of the rivulet, a
number of little altars, with a Znga of MahAdéva on them, Tt
seems they are placed over the ashes of Hindus who have

been burnt near the spot. 1In those parts of India which are !

situated near the Ganges, the ashes are gathered on the ¥

day after the cremation of the corpse, and committed to the
river. In remoter places, the heir of the obsequies preserves
the ashes until he has an opportunity of repairing with thein
to the banks of the Ganges., This very circumstance is one
chief causo of the great resort of Dacshiniyas! to Vindhya-
vésini, near Mirzipdr. But here, it appears, that, despair-
ing of carrying them to the sacred river, the heir deposits the
ashes in the earth, and places an idol over them.? Wealthy
persons add a temple. There is a very magnificent one near
the adjoining gardens, built mear the ashes of Raghu, the
grandfather of the present Raja. I learn, from an anecdote
accidentally mentioned by Méhenldl, that these mausolea are
not frequented by any but the relations of the deceased : on
the contrary, a Hindu not related to the person over whose
ashes the idol is placed has strong objections to worshipping

1 Southerners, people of the Decean,

2 Mr, Colebrooke added the following correction on the margin of the manu.
seript :—* It should seem that the idol is not placed over the ashes; but an altar or
temple is erected anywhere in the neighbourhood, as a mausoleum, in honour of
the deceased. In the central parts of India, simple mausolea, consisting of rooms
furnished for resort, are common,” i

[
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‘that idol.  The present Raja often comes to his grandfather’s
. mausoleum, to perform the anniversary and other obsequies of
~ his ancestor. i
e Srd.—Aftor fasting very strictly yosterday, because it was
. the eve of the festival, the Hindus began the festival of the
day by breaking their fast, The idol of Gaiéda, made for
the occasion, was worshipped with due formalities, and the
Rémjenis (Hindu dancing women) have been all day dancing
. and singing beforo the idol. TIn the evening; the Canchanis
(Muhammedan and other dancing-girls) have exhibited before
_the prince and Court. The same will be repeated daily, for

_» " rsix days or ‘a week ; and ‘the ‘idol will be carried, in great

~ state, on an elophant, and launched into the great pond, called
i he Jamétalab. '
. “Thig pond hag been made, like most in this part of the

the enclosure of water by three natural sides and one arti-
fieial. (In this instance, the north side, not being naturally
“high enongh, has been also raised, as well as the southern
' side, where the ground is lowest.) -This method is very

common~at the head of valleys. One large pond, in sight of |

.this town, on the south-west, is called Bimbéatalab 3 and a
- stone pipe, or aqueduct, has been brought, thence, to convey
water to tho palace. It has several columns, at different
“distances, from the top of which water runs over, to the
astonishment of the ignorant natives. It is unfinished ; and,
judging from the progress made this year, it may yeb employ
several years. When the raing were at hand, a few workmen
were employed for a week or two ; they desisted when the
rains et in.

¢ Another similar poud adjoins to Shacardara, a beautiful

L Correction by Mr. Colebrooke :—¢ Raghuntth Pandit denies the idols being
placed on the ashes, He says people do not frequent the mansolea, because the
idol is placed by a S'ddra, No man of a superior class will worship an idol placed
by one of an inferior tribe.” )

el
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garden, formed on a rising ground to the south-east of the
town, by the late Moodajee, and improved by the present
Raja. The garden is surrounded by a low stone wall, and
contains, like most others here, a good house in the middle,
and is decorated with rows of fountains. Between the garden
and the pond, there is a handsome temple, standing in a vine-
yard, TIn front of it, the head of the pond has been lined
with masonry. It is surrounded by spacious buildings for the
guards, ete.  Amnother pond is south-west of the town, near
Sitarabbgh, a garden belonging to the Raja’s brother, which I
will deseribe some other day. To the mnorth-west is, again,
another pond, which seems to be rather neglocted. Reflecting,
one day, on this method of making lakes, which I had already iy
seen in the Vindhya hills, near Mirzépir, and conversing with
Mr. Turnbull on the subject, we thought it possible that the
famous lake Moeris might have been made in a similar mode.
Tt is said to have been situated among hills ; if the gorge was
narrow, a dyke may have been easily made ; and, with little
labour, a lake of vast dimensions may have been thus con-
structed.

“The fishing of these several ponds is forbidden. The fish
is regerved for the Lord of the Manor ; that is, for the
Bhauslé bimself. In consequence, the Jamatildh abounds
with fish; and so does the one at Telankaree, near Sitér-
bégh; but the others, probably liable to noctarnal depre-
dations, do not seem to have much fish in them, One would
think that the frogs were also protected here; for the pools
and nullahs are full of the largest bull-frogs. I have seen or
heard of several of these, and of the eomimon ponds having
been dug deep enough to come at springs. The Bimbatalab
is formed from the Nag-nadi, whose course is stopped by a
dam across the gorge of the valley. The Nég does not run
all the year round. :

“This evening, I romarked, by the nullah side, a plate, con-
taining an offering of curds, rice, etc., and near it, a poor little
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* chicken, crying piteously for its dam. This had been loft i

thore as a victim offered to Célf, who is supposed to animate

beasis and birds of prey, especially shakals. I know not why,
but I was more affected by the cries of this poor little vietim

than by witnessing the destruction of hundreds of kids and’

buffalo-calves immolated to the same goddess. It is a cruel
superstition which exposes living animals to be destroyed by
birds and beasts of proy. The more sanguinary one, which
immolates the vietims, i, I think, more excusable ; because it
is very much connected with a natural appetite for cating

animal food (for the flesh of the vietims furnishes a feast to the

priests, or to the votaries). T think the other superstition,

though, apparently, less sanguinary, is of that dark cast

which often becomes more deeply black, until it ends in some
assassination, committed for the purpose of offering a human
vietim to the bloodthirsty goddess.

¢ 10th.— Yestorday evening, the image made for Ganésa’s
festival was consigned to the waters. The crowd was very
great, and the Raja and his court attended. From the top of
the hill Sitabér{, at the south end of the Jaméat4lab, with the
help of a good telescope, the exhibition was very distinctly
seen. As usual, there was littlo to see bub the crowd
itself. Two days earlier, I visited the Raja, and some exhi-
bitions of dancing and singing, in honour of Clanésa. Tho
Raja was much taken up with dispatches from Poona, and
conversed, with much earnestness concerning them, with
Sridhar, Orishharéo, and Bhawéni C4la. In @ line, opposite
to him and us, sat the Cgurt. The several Sirdérs dropped in
o one by one ; and the Raja had the trouble of rising, more or

less, to retwrn the bow made by each. The military chiefs

were well dressed,—on our account I heard,—for else they
are, I understand, very slovenly in general, to show that they
are more of the soldier than the beau,

“To-day, there is a great resort to bathe at the junction ot

the nullahs, near a new temple in sight of my abode, The
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females of the royal family have been there. It is considered as
o Méla (Mehld), I do not find that there is another occasion
of it, but the conclusion of the festival of Gandsa.
11th.—The rains have held up so long that the roads are
become passable. Firewood is now dragged from the forest by
bullocks. - The poor people continue to bring fagoots for sale,
on their heads. I have sometimes met camels, loaded with
large logs; and carriage bullocks are much employed, as well
. as draught cattle. Firewood is here a very scarce article,
The hills round the town are very bare of wood, and, indeed,
of any vegetation. The forests are distant from twelve to
fifteen. cos; and the nullahs are, mostly, unnavigable; and
those which might be navigated are not so employed. The
people seem scarcely to have a notion of navigation. Pro-
bably the rivers are too dangerous, when the torrents come
down in the rainy season ; they are, certainly, too shallow in
the dry months. The provident inhabitants lay in a. large
stock of wood for themselyes, and hay for their eattle, before
the rains set in. The town is surrounded on all sides with
lofty stacks of wood and of hay, not a few of which belong to
the Raja himself, All the best grass lands round Négptr are
reserved for his own use. They are now set apart for hay,
which will be mown in next month, and serve as a stock for
feeding elephants, camels, horses and oxen, during the ‘whole
year. No fresh fodder, but grass, can be obtained at this
place. The straw of maize and similar grain, which is the
best dry fodder, is so dear that even the Raja seldom affords
it to any of his cattle but his best hogses and prime elephants,
The camels and oxen are as seldom fod with chaff. In short,
grass and hay are almost the sole food of every sort of cattle.
“ This is, certainly, a very high country. The maps show, in
" this neighbourhood, the sources of rivers which run to both
sides of India. The hills in which the Nerbuddah (Nermad4)
and Séne rise may be (and, I think, they are) higher ground ;
but the Géndwéna is the country in which rise all the little
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- rivers w}uch f’all into the Godéveri, mémy of which are, like._

| that sacred river of “the Decshin, called Gangd, in saucy
emulation of the noble Ganges. It is, probably, owing to the
elevation of the country that the wind is so uniform in the

. same quarter, and that the weather is so cool. Since we
. xemoved here, i in March, the wind has -blown, almost invari-

ably, from the north-west quarter; often, howover, deviating
a little nearer to west, and, more rarcly, nearer to north, = It
. has almost always blown moderately strong. The exceptions

have been rare. It has blown two or three days,.at intervals; =

from the eastward, and, for a fow hours at a"time, from the
southward.

<« Ag a further retrospect of the weather, tak@ the following,
The weather was very hot thronghout the months of April and
May. In the two last weeks of March, squalls of wind and
rain came on almost every evening; but, in April and May,
the woather was dry and sultry. The wind blew, almost in-
variably, from the west, and was Bot and parching. On the
31st May, it rained, in the evening, for an hour. Thronghout
June, and mostly in July and August, the weather was cloudy.
It rained, on the 7th June, pretty smartly ; and a few slight
showers, with some squalls from the north-west, ocenrred on
other days in the first three weeks of June. The strength of
the wind seemed to keep up the rain, though the clouds were
very heavy. In the fourth week of June, and first week of
July, the showers were more frequent and more violent. It
blew and rained, continually, for three days, from the Jrd to
the 5th July, and, again, but with greater moderation, from
the 16th to the 18th. Showers were very frequent in the last
. week of July. They were frequent, but of less strength and
of shorter duration, in the first three weeks of August. Since
the 23rd of August, rain has been very rare; and the weather
has begun to grow wari since the 3rd September. Before
that, during three months, the thermometer stood at 75° or
76% on rainy mornings; at 77° to 79° on clear mornings

&
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(at 7 a.m.,). It generally rises five or six degrees by moon;
and one or two more by 2 p.m. It rises a little quicker on
sunshiny days, and less so on eloudy days, and still less when
it vains all day long. The changes of weathor have corres-
ponded tolerably well with the phases of the moon. *

* " #* * #* * * *

¢ 14th.—In this morning’s ride I met a small hord of wild
antelopes near the town. The day before yesterday, I saw a
herd near the Bimbatéldb, two miles from the town; and,
the preceding day, a single antelope, on the brow of ‘the hill
overlooking Sitardbigh. Antelopes abound on all the plains
in this neighbourhood, They are preserved game. The Raja
is fond of the diversion of hunting antelopes with leopards
(that is, ounces), and catching them by a decoy. The one
mode I have alveady had occasion to describe: the other I
have not yet seen: but T understand the decoy antelope
engages the wild one in fight, and entangles his horns (or,
rather, & noose upon his horns) with those of the wild one.
The present Peshwa, Baji Réo, is fond of this sport, which is
truly worthy of the treacherous temper of the Mahrattas.
There is, sarely, a blameable degree of treachery in employing

an animal trained to betray its fellows. The other method of =

hunting with leopards is noble and princely ; and still more so
is the pursuit of tigers, which the Raja is particularly
fond of. ; :
“Tn the dry season, when no cover remains but that of forests,
and when water is scavee, the haunts of tigers are ecasily
traced. Upon intelligence of any having been traced, the Raja
gallies forth, at the shortest warning. The beast is, if possible,

1 T have omitted a ghort review of a pamphlet by Major Tone on the origin and
national characteristics of the Mahrattas. = Mr. Uolebrooke's remarks are confined
to pointing out the ervors into which Major T. and other writers bad fallen on these
subjaots. It was supposed by somo that the Mahrattas were a caste, andit was even
contended that they were of Rajput descent. = M. Colebrooke states, s is now
well known, that the bulk of the nation consisted of husbandmen, shepherds, and
cowherds, and that they constituted a nation, not a tribe or caste..
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surrounded by nets; or, if that be impracticable, he iy driven
out from his lurking place, and shot upon the plain.

* In one of the Raja’s latest excursions, in June last, an un-
-common incident oceurred. A peasant, armed with sword and
ghield, assaulted a tiger in the nets. The tiger seized him,
and crushed his hand to pieces, Hoe is still under cure, with
Mz, Turnbull, and assigns, as his motive, that, being much
distressed to support a starving family, he wished to dis-
tinguish himself and attract the Raja’s attention. He
reckoned that, if he were killed, the Raja would make some
provision for his family ; and, if he escaped, he should be taken
into the service, to remunerate his intrepidity. I judge his
expectation will be disappointed.
~ “Mr. Turnbull’'s humanity draws on him much trouble and
some exponse. The resort of patients of all ranks is great ;
and the success of hig practice has confirmed the high estima-
tion in which the medical knowledge of Europeans is held.
He has had the opportunity of affording relief to several of the
Raja’s own relatives ; a circumstance which is not without its
use, in more than one view. Medicine, indeed, is at a very
low ebb among Hindu physicians ; and little better among the
Musalméns, who pretend to follow the Grecian (Yunéni)
practice. The Vaidyas make great use of the most powerful
metallic substances, without a sufficient knowledge of the
powers of such dangevous drugs. The Musalméns use Ga-
lenical medicines, but are fond of compounds containing thirty
or even sixty ingredients. The inference is obvious; and I
content myself, therefore, with noting the cause -of the little
success they have in the treatment of maladies. There is no
physician of note here, but an old Armenian; whose history is
curious. I shall relate it some other time.

¢ It has afforded me great pleasure to remark, that the drill-
husbandry is known and practised here. I have taken models
of the very simple implements which are used, and shall
describe them on some future occasion. The crops on the

oL
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ground consist, for the most part, of Zea Mays, Phascolus
(Max. ? = Urid = Calaya), Cytisus cajan (Arher), and’
Sesamum indicum (Til) 3 sometimes mixed in the same field,

sometimes sown separately, or two or three of theni together. |
I likewise remark cotton (Gossypium), Sanwén, and other gmall
graing; and fields of Rémtbura’l (Hibiscus eseulentus), and
various sorts of gourds, eucumbers, poxhpions, ete. This, indée’d,‘ :

' seems to be the natural season of most plants of the cucurbi-

taceous order. A great viriety of wild plants of this order
are now in flower : Tyichosanthus, Momerdica Cucumbita '
Cucwmis, Bryowia, ete. A vast variety of convolyuluses are,
now, likewise, in full blossom ; some very beautiful. - A sort
of mavigold (Clwrysanthemun Indicum, 1 think,) is here culti- '

wated. I have seen several fields of it.  Some tell me it is

only used as fodder for cows and horses ; but others assert it

js employed as a pot herb.

«96th.—An old Musalmén comes nearly once a weelk to this

garden, on his weekly circuit of the town, to proclaim his (or,

vather, his daughters’) wants. Heis a P_irz.{’t.deh, or descendant
from some saint or another ; and, being too poor to defray the
charges of his (two) daughters’ nuptials, takes this method of

~goliciting any charitably disposed person.to lay up a treasuro

in heaven by disbursing some money for the marriage of the
old gentleman’s danghters. This method is not uncommon, of -
going round to proclaim & specific demand on the purses of the
charitable. Some take more direct, and. rather coercive means
of exacting specific demands from the devout. Nothing is
more frequent than for mendicants to m ake definite requests for
money or particular sorts of food.  Their requests are, in general,
so trifling, that they ate oftener complied with than refused.
“Having wandered thus far from the subject, I_'woul'd, if I had
present leisure, describe the institutions and polity of the
Muhammedan Fakirs, consisting of fourteen Orders (Khén-
~whdas) ;1 who look up to (that is the phrase) four Pirs. They
1 Khénwada, literally, a family, applied to & race or tribe.
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are- governed by-a Sirgeréh,* whose jurisdiction is local, and
does, or onght to, extend over all resident or travelling Fakirs
- within the precincts of the town wherein he presides. He has
~ subordinate officers, such as Cutwél, etc., and others honorary,
as Najib, Chobdér, ete. All these officers, of both deseriptions,
~are themselves Fakirs.? '
¥ * * #* #* * * *

¢ 27th.~—~Yesterday and the day before, the deta.chment
ordered to Hoshengabad marched with their guns. A park of
artillery which ].las been some days before my house is not, as
supposed, destined for this detachment, but formed by way of

. preparation for the Daséré, It consists of two very small
guns, brass ordnance, three of larger calibre (about nine-
pounders), and one mortar. The carriages aro coarsely made,
on a bad construction, The cattlo is good. The tumbrels are
common carts, on the most nsnal Indian constraction, and very
strongly built ; but the construction itself is bad. There are
about a dozen or fifteen of them,

“Oct. 1st.—By an accidental mention of the rate at which
the inhabitants of the town are supplied with water, I find
that about four annas a month is a common rate for ene jar
filled daily.

¢ 80th.~—The whole month hn,s nearly elapsed without leisure
to proceed with this Journal, or, rather, without inelination
when there has been leisure. The Diwéli (Dipavalf) or Dipén-
wita has overtaken me, before I have noticed the Daséra ; and
the month has not been deficient in ocenrrences which must
now be, for the most part, omitted. The 28th, being the day
of the econjunction in Cdrtica, was celebrated in the manner
usnal throughout India; namely, with illuminations around
houses, in honour of Lacshmi, and to celebrate the defeat of
the demons by Uésava. The preceding night was sacred to

! Birgerdh, head of troop, applied to fakirs,
- * A few slight details ave here omitted. The subject is treated more fully in &
'separate paper at the end of this chapter.

11
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Vama: and libatiofis were mado to him during the day: the
' three nights preceding that were sacred to other gods,  The
first lunar day of. the next fort;lighi‘. opened wi'b?x_i_ _the .Dyflt&f; 8
Pratipat, when ‘games of chance are practifed, as a comtie-"
moration of Phrvati’s beating Mahadéya at dice. It is fisual
to confound these two festivaly together; and the practice of
playing at games of chance ab the Diwali Iasts several days.
“The 29th was ushiered in by Hindu women going round
their own houses, beating a winnowing basket with a ladle, |
and saying ‘away with poverty, come opulence.” This
practice is universal in India, and has been even adopted by '
Musalmén women. Tt has no other origin than the Dipénwitd
being sucred to Lacshmi, the goddess of prosperity, and, as the
Tndians understand it, of opulence, Accordingly, nvocations
are also made to Cuvéra, the god of riches. The Musalméns,
as well as the Hindus, practise, on this day, the filling of
the Diwali,” That is, thoy pile up a quantity of Kilé, or
fried rice; on one side they put great quantities of different
fruits, including seed of floating trapa, or whatever is; on the
other they throw heaps of sweetmeats, made in the form of
all manner. of birds and beasts, and called Zhilon ; they place
other figures of man or beagts, made of earth, and painted 3
besides this, painted earthen vessels (culia) are also put on the
pile, some filled with JCi/é and sweetmeoats, others ready to be
filled for distribution next day. At each corner of the house,
or of the principal apartment, one culid, so filled, is placed,
for good luck 3 the rest await the morning’s distribution. It
is usnal, among friends and relations, to send presents of the
materials for the Diwéli to each other. 'The person who
observes the festival, or who, as the Hindustani term ex-
presses, fills the Diwali, must, wit.h_'his'_or' her own hands,
pile up the heap, strew the fruits and sweetmeats upon it, and
fill up the earthen pots for distribution. The next day it is
given away among servants and dependants. The only novelty
I observed in the celebration of the Diwali here is, that the

"l
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female slaves of respectable families issuo forth on this day
(that is in the morning of the Dipavali) to solicit presents,

Q.

“This day (30th Oct.), being the second of the lunar fort-

night, is sacred to Yama, or, more properly, to him and his

twin sister Yamané ; and thus ends a week’s celebration of

fasts and festivals.

“ The first nine nights of the light half of A§wina are sacred
to Durgd. Some, indeed, begin the festival of Durgs six days
earlier ; others, on the contrary, only awaken the goddess on

the 6th lunar ; but all continue it to the same period; and the

three last are the great days, Tt was here celebrated with the
same religious ceremonies as are universal among the Hindus,
but with some, or, rather, with much, difference in the decor-

ation of the goddess. In Bengal, the threo last evenings of

the Durgd pdja are celebrated with particular splendour and
festivity. The 10th day, her image is cast into the river.
Here, on the contrary, as at all the Courts of Hindu princes
(especially those who rule warlike nations), the 10th day, or
Daséré, is most observed. The new year begins here with the

light fortnight of Aéwnm,l but opening in the midst of Durgé’s

festival. New Year's Day is only celebrated on the 10th
lunar day. In the meantime, preseuts of clothes are dis-

tributed, by the Prince, to his friends, his relations, his

officers, servants, and dependants ; and all are expected to
appear, on that day, with new clothes, out of the Prince’s
gift, and with now liveries, uniforms, accoutrements, ete, In
short, the Prince holds that he cannot put on new clothes
‘himself, in right of new year, until he has furnished all his
friends, ete., with something new to put on also.

1 The mode of reckoning differs from that which preveils generally in India,
and according to which the year commeneces with the enfrance of the sam into
'\ the sign Mésha (the Indian Avies). Anotherreckoning prevailed in ancient times,
adjusted to the Lunar Asterisms, and regulated by the winter solstice, It would
appear, too, from a passage in Niebuhr's travels, that the reckoning in use in
Nagpir was followed in Bombay and Guzerat at the time of that traveller's
visit, The year is eaid, by him, to begin with the month Kartik, evidently re-
ferring to the Autumnal Equinox.
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; “ We weye asked to attend the celebration of the day. Wiai
did so ; -and the spectacle was, certainly, grand, The immense
congourse of spectators on the plain south of NAagpar ex-
ceeded what' T could have supposed the town of Nagpdr to
contain. " They must have assembled from far and near on
the occasion, . The avenue was lined with troops and with
spectators, from the river to the place where the prouessibn
was to move to. Near an hour before dark, I had notice that .
the Raja was setting off; and I was desired to set off, also,
and meet him on the plain. However, it was past sunset
before he crossed the Nag river, at the edge of the town.
" His own, his brother’s, his son’s, and mother’s Zeriputras lod
the way, caried on the largest elephants. The flags and - |
standards of different chieftaing were, also, carried on elephants, | _
and the kettlo-drums of some, if net of many, on camels. He © .
sat in a silver ambéri, bowing to the right and left as he went G
along. An empty silver howdej, with a parasol shaped like & 1
peacock, attended him; his son driving an clephant of his own, .
an amusement the Mahratta nobles do, here ‘at least, much .’ "
dolight in, Many of the largest Ceylon and other Deosany
olephants bere ambdris, in whicﬁ all the chiefs and nobles = '«
rode, dressed with magnificence, and adorned with the richest
jowels, i i

“ The processign* stopped il;t'th?—) énd of the avenue, where a
small tree, or branch of one, had been planted, close to a low,
altar of earth., Herd everybody dismounted. The Raja and
others proceeded to perform a plyd (o worship some divinity)
there ; and we were desired to sit on one gide, g0 as not to see
that ceremony. As soon as the religious celebration was
finished, the whole company was assembled, and sat a little
while in conversation ; after which we took leave, and. returned
" home; and the Raja and his procession soon after took their
road homewards also. i '

¢ At this season, people of all classes consecrate the tools or
implements of their profession; and some, their furniture: A

= e
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- soldier performs pijd over his sword ; a Chyastha over his

@1&.1301.] . HENRY THOMAS COLEBROOKE.

inkstand, and go forth! The ceremony with the sword, as I
saw it serformed in one place, seemed singular: o part of it
cons’ ed in beating an old man with a Zord orlarge horsewhip.
Lb /e not yet got the explanation of this strange mode of
~ adoration.

“Nov. 19th,—An excursion to meet the Queen-mother re-
turning from Jagannath has been lately in agitation. After
various postponements, with and without cause, the Raja set
off, this day, to meet his mother and brother. After making

~some progress he returned, stayed an hour, and set out again.

“ Bunday, 24th.—A. singular phenomenon was observed by

.me to-day,~-an occultation of Venus by the Moon, visible by
daylight. The occultation was complete at 112 27/, 12/, =
23% 7', 127, apparent time. The Nautical Almanac must be
erroneous, marking this phenomenon at 16% 41/, The dif-
ference of two hours (for the longitude of Nagptr, as determined
by Mr. Ewart, is 5% 18/. 46”.,) is too great to be accounted
for by parallax, which will not, I believe, account for more

than an hour, at most.?
“ Monday, Nov. 25th.—Venus is again visible to-day by day-
light. She is, probably, much oftener visible by daylight than

1 Tn Bengal reverence is paid to pens, ink, and books, on the festival of Lac-
ghimi, kept in February. —Wilson’s Works, I1. p. 187,

2 The confidence with which Mr. Colebrooke relied on the acenracy of this
observation, made as it was when the sun was near the meridian, led me to make
a request to Mr. J. R. Hind fo have the time of the occultation deteriuined from
the data ufforded by the Nautical Almanacof that year. He was so obliging as to
comply with my wish, and with the following curious resnlf. I should state that
the longitude of Nagpdr, as detertined by recent surveys, differs only by two miles

from that which is given above.
; # Nautical Almanac Office, April 23, 1868,

‘* Dean Sii,~—1I have the pleasure to send you the result of & new caleulation

of the circumstances of the ocenltation of Venus at Nagprr, November 23, 1799,

.The moon's places have been taken from the Nautical Almanac, those of Venus

from Leverrier’s new tables, Complete immersion at 23h. 29m. 16s, apparent
time of Nagpar., = Complete emersion at 28h, 53m. 51s. apparent time.

“Mr. Colebrooke’s observation gave 28h. 27m. 12s. for complete immersion,

' The agresment, is sufficiently close, considering that the moon's places in tho

Nantical Almanae may vequire slight correction. I did not; however, think it was

G
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is remarked. She was yesterday much bﬁghter than the Moon:
but the greater size of the Moon conducted tho eye to both
planets ; and to-day the people knew where to Took for Venus,

Irecause they had seen her yesterday. . The Brahmins not in- :

elegantly remarked of the occultation yesterday, that it was the
emblem of the meeting between the Raja and his mother,

which was, by the bye, to have taken place yesterday, but did -

not; go that, it should seem, the planets were not informed of
the’ postponement early enough.  The Musalméns, on the
contrary, seem to consider a star being visible in broad day as
a fororunner of some dreadful calamity. '

« 98¢h.~1 romark marble used at atemple now building by-
the Raja’s brother, near his garden, I had already seen it at -

the Raja’s garden of Tulasibagh, where some sculptors were
cavving idols of marble, The quarries are not very distant
from this place. The marble is good ; white with txncres of
black, and susceptible of good polish., i

“ The various constructions of carts here are curious, They
have 'some with solid wheels, made of three planks joined to-
oother, the same with those used in Rangpoor.! - Major
Tone, in speaking of the same wheels, used-by the Mah-

rattas for their artillery, justly remarks, that they soon
lose their circular shape, and become elliptical. The reason ig
obvious. These earts have an axle-tree, on which rosts a tri-
angular frame, the apex of which is. prolonged, and becomes the
pole of the carriage. el

“ Other carts and carriages are upon the common but intricate
construetion of Hindustan, Others again are upon a very neat
light construction, which I have only here seen. " The wheels

necessary to delay this rote by the introduction of lunar places i‘mm Hansen’ 8
new tables, which require to be worked very carefully.
“fPhe difference in times in that case is, therefore, clearly owing to the offect of
parallax, or difference of position of Nagpar and Greenwich.—I remain, oto.
" 48y B, Colebrooke, Bart.” “J. R. Hivp,
1 A gimilar construction of cart-wheels was in use in Ireland within the last

fifty years, A representation of a cart with these wheels will be found in Hone's

« Every-day Book, and deseribed as an Irish cart.

r-wl: :



have spokes like a star, am'rounded: by a broad brim. They
are, many of them, so small that the body of the carriage
seemy more Tike a bird-cage than a place for a person to sit in.

~ Carts for burden, as well as carviages for travelling, are met

 with on this construction, which partake much of that first
~ mentioned, but are more neatly constructed. The carts have
frames 4 little in the Buropean style, to retain what they are
loaded with. T have remarked some carts curiously fitted, in
an after-compartment of it, with a stool for the traveller to sit
ou, while the first compartment holds his baggage. This
stool belonged, probably, to the carriage, which was at pleasure
convertible into an open riding carriage, by taking off the load-
ing frame and placing the stool in its stead, as the shape
indicates.

“ Three days ago, a Maithila Brahmin came to see me ; he
had been wounded and robbed on his way hither from Ali
Behadnr's camp. He means to proceed to Puna, to solicit the
possession of a village of 5000 Ks. which Dhucal Sinh, the late

 dispossessed Raja of Bundel, granted to him on paper, when
he visited Ashtbhuja at Vindhyavésinf, where this Pandit was
pexiformiug austerities.  Ali Behadur offered him, he says,
a village of 1000 Rs., which he refused, and is going to Puna,
to solicit an order from the Peshwato Ali Behadur to give him
up land to the whole amount. The man is truly absurd,
though methodical in his absurdities. He expects that I shall
introduce him to the Raja of Berar, and that the said Raja
will pay him the first visit, ete. This is the pride of learning,
with a vengeance.

“Heb. 20th.—The people of this country do certainly mani-
fest some ingenuity in the economy of labour, The leathern
bucket, or, rather, bag, for drawing water out of wells, has an
appendage drawn into the trough, by the same cattle which
raise the bag, and that by simple means, a string runuing over
a roller placed at the edge of the well. A man and two boys
can manage three pairs of oxen, raising as many bags of

§
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water, 1 have, this morning, seen one man managmg two
‘pairs, ‘I‘hm however, was only during the absence of his
companion. In Hindustan, two persons to each pair of oxen
are employed, one to drive the oxen, and the othcr to empty
the bucket nto the trough, j

“ Liast e‘ven:no- I notlcad an explosion at one of the qua.mes
on the hill of Sltﬁbau Tt readily- ocourred to me, and I
found it true, that they use this Europsan method of break-
ing out stones for use. This is another instance of ingenuity,
When T proposed this expedient for widening the road at the
Ecapaya Pass, which is a very dangerous ome, all agreed that
1m0 native eould be found who knew, or could be made to
understand, how to blow up a rock. -

*1 forget, whether I have already noticed the petrifactions at
Shéah Ferid’s tomb, and the vidiculous fable concerning them,
I wag’ deceived by the appearance; agreeing  little with tho.
vulgar prejudice, and supposed them to be, really, petrified
betel nuts, ete. It is now evident that they are common’
calearcous crystallizations, as was remarked by Mr. Williams,

“Tuesday, Dec. 8rd.~~The Raja of Berar, his mother, and
and brother, returned the day before yosterday. Congratu-
lations aro received on the occasion of his acquiring the fort of
Mundla, an event of which he lately received intelligence.
Upon this excursion he manifested a more irascible temper
than T attributed to him. He has confined in irons an ele-
phant-driver, becauso the ladder gave way as he ascended the
Howdej, by which cirenmstance he sprained his ankle a little.

“Tho eagerness of the people in collecting cow-dung is Ju-
dicrous. Wherever a drove of cattle is moving, a train of
women and children follow, to pick up what falls from the
cows. A cart or two are also followed by vigilant cow-dung

. gatherers. The wrangles of the women, and thé eager ox-

 clamations of tho children, when they find a rich prizo, are
Indicrous. The exorbitant price of fuel at this place gives
such a value to the excrements of the cattle.
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¢ T'he winter erop is now green. It i thriving well, though

rain was deficient in the latter mouths. The dew promotes
vegetation, and is assisted by irrigation. ‘This evening I

- remarked & peasant drawing water from the Nég nullah, to
water his fields, Ho had a frame overhanging the banks of

the nullah.
“ 6th.—There is no barley eultivated here, nor anywhere in

the neighbourhood of this place. The little that is brought

here (for medicinal nses) comes from Hindustan. It is sold
Afor its weight in ecopper.  Sersin (white mustard seed) is also
" rave lere, being sparingly brought from a great distance, and
sold very dear for medicinal uses,

“ 12th,—The day before yesterday was a f‘esmval on the
eating of new grain. The Raja and his family® (ladies, old and
young) went to (his brother) Nana’s garden, two miles from
town. Fresh cane-juice was expressed from sugar-canes in
several mills, before the ladies, and new grain (maize, ete.), was
fried and eaten. The fostival was kept with more ceremony
than is usual in other places ; but it is an universal one, and
should fall on the full moon of Phélguna, though it seems to
have been kept here on the day before the full moon. ‘Two
ather days, on which oblations of new grain are made, oceur,
in the almanacs, within the same fortnight. Here, it seems,
the festival is not restricted to particular days; but all the
relations of the Raja,—and himself, in the first instance,—-
give entertainments to the whole family, on the occasion. The
ladies rode in covered palankeens, with peeping holes, but no
blinds. The gentlemen (the Raja, for example,) gallantly
accompanied them on horseback, A temporary building, with
linen walls, was erected on the western bank of the great pond,
for the ladies’ devotions, after their return, before they ro-

1 M. Colebrooke; deseribing elsewhore the members of the reigning family, adds:
‘¢ Adcording to the usual custom of the Mahrattas, all thess persons are commonly
distinguished by terms of endearment allotted to each. The present reigning
prince is ealled Bape Sehib, his brother Nang Sahib, his son Bala Sahib, and his
nephew Apa.”

Q.



| THE LIFE._' ARV TS O

i enteredthmrhouses Pij4 was made there, andv:ctua,]s cooked
as appears from red lead on a stove, under a trea, a.nd p]enty.
of cooking places.

ek o rldaN, 18th.—The other day (but I have som ohow omltted
to remark it), the garden we inhabit became a place of reli-
g;onq resort. A few rude blocks of stone, at the foot of -trees,
are idols possessing somo holiness. To these came people, in
great numbers, to pay their devotions on that day Tt must
have fallen about a week ago. ke

“ Thursday, 19th.~-Coming home from rndmg, this mormng,
I met a yory large cavaleade going out. It was the Raja and
the whole Court, going forth on a hunting exeursion, to a
grass forest, at a fow cos distance, where wild hogs are known
to harbour. Tt is intended to drive them out in the usual
manner, by.uoise, and shoot them as they pass by the sports-
mon. .If missed, they will be pursuéd and killed with Iances.
This, then, will be much in the style of sporting in Hindnstan.

¢ 941h.—Ortolans abound at this place already. I haye,
within thig fortnight, seen several small flocks,~—this morning, '
many very large flocks of them. I have before remarked the
game, in the neighbourhood of Sassaram, and at other places
on ‘the new road, in January; and I have seen flocks of
_ortolans, early in February, in the district of Purnea. Do
they migrate ? Or only assemble after a general dispersion
taking place towards the end of the hot season ? In most
places large flocks are not seen until the hot season commences,

“ Saturday, 29th.—The Monsoons blow very regularly.
' During the rainy season the wind was always westerly or
southerly, and, for thv most part, south-westerly. Sinco the
change of season, it has been as constantly northerly or

1 The following answer to these questions is oriThe margin of the manusoript,
gnd added in the year following :—¢ March 28th, 1800.—The ortolans became
less numerous m February ; scarce in the heginning of March; and none have
been seen here Fince the middle of the month, They must migrate. Probably
they inhabit the mountains during the rainy season,  They asserable in the valleys
during the cold season, and visit the champaign. country in the hot sveather,”
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'ea.s_t.erly, and, for t.he_ most part, north-eastorly." The high
 situation of this country (which is, certainly, very elevated,

‘as ig proved by so many rivers taking their source here and
Tereabouts), exposes it to the free course of the periodical
winds.
| “The Raja, with all his family, is gone upon his devotions to
the temple at Rimtée,

“January 2nd, 1300.—The prodigious number of stills here
marks the drunkenness of the people.

“Besamoum does not ripen here 8o early as in Bengal. It is
still on the ground ; or, at least, some fields of it are not yeot

. reaped. .

“The two last days of 1799 were cloudy, with some rain,

The weather was close, and the thermometer stood, in the

-morning, 15° higher than the preceding week. This morning
it returned within 5° of its former level. It has not been
much below 55°,

¢ Jan, 9th.—The bringing of Ganges water from Heridwér
and from Praydg is a profession followed by Brahmans, in-

*habitants of those places. They are sometimes hired by the
agents of opulent natives in the Deccan to bring water,
which, being holy, is used for ablutions, ete. Sometimes they

bring the Ganges water on speculation, to retail it, or to be
hired to carry it and wash some famous idol therewith,
especially that at Deogerh, in the Birbham district. Kach
basket contains ten phials, of near a pint each. The hire of
one man, with two baskets, from Prayig to Pitna, eid Négpir,
as stated by some Caurorchis, whom Captain L. questioned,
is 24 Rs. ; the retail price of each phial, variable.
* # * * ** ¥

¢ January 12th.—Yesterday was the last day, both of the
lunar and solar month. - The coincidence of the sun entering
Macara (Capricorn) at the same time the moon is full is called
Macare mdghd ; and bathing at Prayig is pamculally beno-
ficial on such occasions,
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“ The sun’s quitti.ng Dhanishthd is called tila sanerdnti, bo-
cause, say the Brahmins, the days begin to increase at the rate
of one tila, or sesamum seed, cach day. Tila is, therefore, given
away on this oceasion. It so happened that last night was the
Shub-i-Berat? or Muhammedan festival, on which illuminations
are waade, and fireworks let off, i :

“ 25th.—A rutting elephant was let loose a few days ago,
according to the Mahratta ocustom ; the driver was on his
neck, and another man on his back. IHe ran at several people,
who were saved by Goozerba (the Raja’s nephew) riding at
him, which diverted his attention from the ebject of his fury,
He soon became ungovernable. He turned into the town, and
killed an old woman and a child. He threw his driver, but
was stopped and kept at bay by a host of spearmen, in a

_ marrow street, The next morning ‘he was driven out of+ town
and secured, and tied near the Nanp’s garden. He broke
loose the following night, and was, this morning, again secured,
after killing a horseman and another person, The Ra.ja-and
the whole court went out on this occasion..

 26th and 27th.—Cemio out to Sohengaon (Sonegd;on ? %na.é
gaon ) over night, to kill antelopes. This is a place much
frequented by the Raja There is a large building with mud
walls, for the accommodation of the ladies of his family,—~a -
one-story bungalow, built as a Chabootra (Chédree) for the
cotwal of & bazar founded here, but which wenf; into decay.
A garden rémains here, and a temple; also a wall of masonry,
like one side of a well, for raising wator from the river. = The
river is the Kanhar ; the same where we fished in May last.

“ Antelopes are very numerous on the plain, especially be~
yond Tarsa, and thence towards Rémtée. Canght one antelope
by the decoy, and killed five the first day, and two on the second,
with the ounces. The decoy is a male antelope, trained for

L Sunordntd is the term applied to the passage of the sun from‘one gign to

another. an
% % The mghf. of the record,” in which the actions of men ahout ta m.fpe place

in the ensuing year, are suppoaed to be recorded,
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the pﬁrpdse. Two strings, with a slip-knot, are coiled, and

~ #eb in the space between his horns. He is led by two atten-

_dants, who approach with him, as near as they can, to a wild
male antelope on the plain. They then loose him; and he pro-
eeeds slowly towards the wild one, challenging him to combat.
The other, if valiant, accepts the challenge, and comes down
to engage. In the fight, his horn catches the noose ; and,
drawing the slip-knot tight, he is thus held by the strings

© which are secured to the roots of the decoy’s horns, In the

course of these two days the decoys (we were attended by
threo) were loosed eight or tem times, but only once with
success, The last time the wild male abandoned his does, and
fled dastardly; other times, the male and does went off to-

- gether; twice or thrice they did not notice the decoy ; once, two
males did, but after bounding about him, went off without
accopting the challenge. The corn fields much assist the sport

‘with ounces. The most successful method is to head the
antelope, drop an ounce in a corn-field, and, making a circuit,
come round with speed behind the antelope; meantime the

‘ounce has crept on in the corn, and, the antelope meeting him,
the ounce rises, and, in a stretch or two, catehes him, One
time, the ounce was loosed behind the antelopes, and crept on
in the corn as far as he could undiscovered, and then rose and
overtook a doe, in a long run of one hundred yards. The
ounce does not spring, but runs fairly after the antelope, and
has the speed of him. He is, however, somewhat assisted by
the debilitating fright of the poor animal, who is, gometimes,
in a manner, fascinated.

* ¥* e # * *

“The Hindus here, as in many places besides, respect the
religion of the Muhammedan faith. A number are con-
stantly maintained at the Raja’s gate. '

“One who does not very explicitly acknowledge whethier he
be Hindu or Musalmén (but is, in reality, a Hindu, though
called Dervesh, Maula, S&hib, etc.), resided close to the garden



