:shoes cramped thur fee.t smd the strn.kmgs stank ‘.mh
\petspiration. The: toes' often’ got soré. I —ﬂways had
my answers ready to all these objections. But T ‘have

1 an impression that it was not so much the answers as
| the force of authority thar carried conviction, They
| sl agreed to the chdngec i deess as there was noalter-
. mative. In the same sptrit and  with cven more
t"._rel-uctance they adopted the use of knives and forks.
"When my infatuation for these signs 'of civilization .
. wore away, they gave up the knives and forks. After
having become long accustomed to the new style, it
&, was perhaps no less irksome for them to return to the
| original mode. But 1 can see today that we feel all
fhe freer and hghtu for hamng"q\t off the 11]‘1':{..1 of

" ctvilization ', -

/' 'On board the same steamer with us were some
i refatwes and acquaintances.  These and other deck
passengers I frequently ‘met, because, the boat belong -
| ng to my client’s friends, T was free 'to  move |Lb0lh
Lanywhere and everywhere 1 liked,

Since the steamer was making straight for Natai
without. calling at intermediate ports, our yoyage was
/ot only eighteen days. But as though to wara jus.
. of the coming real storm' on land, u terrible gale
| ovértook wus, whilst we were only four days {1'(7121

Natal. December is' a summer month | of monsoon in

the Southern hemisphere, and gales, great and small,

‘are, therefore, quite common in the Southem vea at

that season. The gale in which e were caught was

S0 violent and pmlongea ?hat the passengers becaine

alarmed. It was a solemn scene, All became one
_in face of the common danger, They forgot - their
- differem.es and began to thirk of the one and only
God — Musalmans 'Hindus, Christians and all; Some
took various vows, The captain  also. joined the
passengers in their pxayers 'He. assured them that,
o though the storm was not without danger, he had bad
L expenence of many worse ones, and axplamed to them




__But they were mconsoiable Every minute were heaxd
‘sounds apd ctashes which foreboded breaches and:
. leaks, The ship rocked and rolled to such | an extent
that it seemed- as though  she would capsize at any
. moment, It was out of the question for anyoné to
‘remain on deck. 'His will be done” was the only

| lcry on every lip. So far as I can’ recollect, we must

. haye been in this plight for about twenty-four hours,

At last the sky cleared, the sun made his appearance, o i

. and the captain said that the storm had blown over:

Peoples faces' beamed with = gladness, and | qwith the
i dlsappearanw of danger disappeared also the name of
7 God from their lips. Bating and drinking, singing and.

merry-making again became the order of the day, The
:fe.ar of death .was gone, and the momentary meod of

|, earnest prayer gave place to maya.} There ! were of

) course the usual namaz® and the prayers) yet they
had none of the solemnity ‘of that dread hour.

L0 But the | storm - had | made me one . with the
| passengers. | I had little fear of the storm, for 1 had
__ ‘had experience of s:rm]a.r ones. [ am 'a good sailor.
and do not get sea=sick. So 1 could fearlessly move
. amongst the passenge (] ‘bringing them comfort arci

i -j.p’oc;d cheer and conveying  to them hourly reports

M

of the captam.  The fuendshlp I thus  formed stodd |

me ‘as we shall see, in very good stead. | -
' The ship  cast anchor  'in the port Df Durbim’

i on the 18¢h ot 15th  of Decglnber 'I"he :J’\[adeﬁ alsa

'reauhed the same day,

Ok B Thc hmoua wcrd in Hmdu phﬂoqnphy whxch 18 nearly -
untwnslaﬁtnbia. but kas been frequmtl} translated m Enghsh as,

S delus:on‘ : illnswn ; - Ryl

A T’he prayer prwcnbed bv th:, Koran
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- We have seen that the two ships cast anchor in
the pottof Durban on or about the 18th of Deceinber.
N0 passengers are allowed to Jand at any of the South
Adfrican pores before being «,ubjected to a thorough
i medmal ‘examination. 'If  the ship has any' passenger
;}auffnrmg from a contagious disease, she has to unc.ergo
" a period of quarantine. /s there had been plague in
- Bombay when we set sail, we feared that we might
have to go through a brict ' quarantine. Before the
amination every ship has to fly a yellow flag, which
s lowered only when the ‘doctor has certified her to
be healthy, Relatives and friends of passengers are
Jallowed to come on board cmly after the yellow flag
ihas been lowered. ;
b Aceordingly our ship was  flying the, vellow flag,
‘whetn the doctor came and éxamined us. He ordered
''a five days’ quarantine because, in his opinion, plague
germs took twenty-three days at the most to develop.
‘Qur ship was therefore ‘ordered to beputin quarantine -
until the twenty-third day of our sailing from Bombay.
But this | quarantine ' order \ had more ..than. hea.lth
reasonis behind it. ]
il The white residents of Durban had been agitating
b _.’4%,::__':{0; our repatriation, and the agitation was one of the -
reasons for the order. Dada Abdulla and Co. kept us
- regularly informed about the daily happenings in the
town. The whites were holding monster meetings -
* Levery day. They were addressing all kinds of threats
. and at times offering even inducements to Dada
L Abdulla and Co. They were ready to indemnify the
"Company if both the ships should be sent back. But
Dada Abdulla and Co. were not’ the people to be




l*&fi‘ald of threats ‘Sheth Abdu! Karin Haji Adan i
' was then the managing partner of the firm. FHe was'
| deternined to moor the ships at the wharf and 03 Rt

' embark ‘the passengers at any cost. He was datly

| the qanduet'-_«.of_ the. whzte.,,_reszdentq and adnp&d he i

| SorRE sroriy

sending me detailed letters. Fortunately the late Sit.
Mansukhlal Naazar was then in Durban, having gone

there 'to meet me, He was capable and fearless and ' 00
guided the Indian community. Their advogate Mr ¢

Laughton was an equally fearless man, He condemned

i commanity, not. n_;s,.ge;g,m theu- pag,d a,;!szpcau,, but -ﬂso;l

a3 gheir-teare fiend.

' Thus Duatban had become thc scene of an unequa‘

il duel On one side there was a handful of poor Indians’

and a. few of their English friends, and on the other:
were ranged the white men, strong inarms, in nunibers, |

" in education and in wealth, They had also the backing

of the State, Tor the Natal Government openly helped__' \
them, Mr Harry Escombe, who was the most mflus
" ential of the members of the Cabinet, openly ook

/| part in their meetings.

| The real object:of the quarantine was thus to

coerce the passengers into returning to India by some-
how intimidating them or the Agent Company. For,
‘now threats began to be addressed to us also: * If you

do not go back, you will surely be pushed into the

' sea.. Rut if you consent to return, you may even get

yout passage money back 1 constantly moved amongst _
my follow passengsrs chiering them up, 1 also sent
essages of comfort to the passengers of the s s

: Nadem All of them kept calm and courageous.

We arranged all sorts of games on the ship  for
the entertainment of the. passengers. On . Christmas
Day the captain invited the saloon passengers to dinner.

The principal among these were my family and L In
‘the speeches after dinner I spoke on Western  civili-

zation. I knew that this: was ot an ‘occasion for.a

. serious speech. But mine could noti be ’:nthermse 13




: k part in the merr*ment but my he £t was in tlw '
cnmbat tLat was going on in Dutban. For I was the
-mval target There were two charges against me: _

|1, that whxlst in India Thod indulged in unmef:ted !
"nt,ondemnamm of the Natal whites; MU 4
g that with a 'view to swamping Natal vuth '
"-Indlans 1 had specially brought the two shxpioads of
b p&sﬂengera to settle there.

R I was conscious of my re~.pom1b1hty. I km.w that
. Dada Abdulla and Co. had incurred grave risks on
' 'my account, the lives of the passengers wete in d’mge i
\and by bringing my family mth nie I bad put th et
likewise in jeopardy.’ |

" But T was absolutclg Wlocmt 1 had mduc.cd no
ne to go to Natal, I' did not koow the passengers
' when they embarked, And with the exception of a
‘couple of telatmzs 1 did not know the name and
address of even one of /the hundreds of pawengers on
. board. Neither had I said, whilst in India, a word
" about the "whites in Natal that I had not already said
" in Natal iteelf. And I had arqp?e ev:denca in suppoﬂ:
. ':_'oi all that T had said.

; i therefore deplored the: cwlhz.atton of whmh the
i .Natal whltes were the fruit and which they repre~
“sented and championed. This civilization had all along
_ibeen on my mind, ard I thercfore offered my views.
1l concerning it in my specch before that little meeting.’
7\ The captain and othet’ friends gave me a patient hearing,

1 and meceived my speech in the spirit in which it was
© . 'made. I do not know that it in any way affected the
(L eourse of their lives, but afterwards 1 had long ta,nks /

W with the  captain and . other : officers tegarding  the
. civilization of the West. I had in my speech described
. Western civilization as being, unlike the Fastern, pre-
dommant!y based on force. The questioners pinned.
 mé to my faith, and one of them —the captam 50

: -_._'_.."ar as I can xecohectmsaxd to me;:




! Supposing the whms catry out theu threats-:how
ol you stané by. your prnuph of non-violence? i
| which T teplied; I hope God will give me the, cour ¢
" and the sense to forgive them and ' to refrain from
oy bnngmg them to law. I have no-anger against them..

. 1 am only sotry for their ignorance and their narrow-

ness. 1 know that they sincerely believe that  what
‘they are doing today is right and proper, I havc nos |
reason therefore to be angry with then.’ ;

The questioner. sm:led posublv dlStIUbtfullY
' Thus the days dragged on their = weary lcngth. i

When the qlars ntine would terminate was still un-
certain, The Quarantine Officer said ‘that the matter
| had ‘passed out of his bands and that, as soon as he |
|| bad orders from the bemment ‘he would | permit’ |
us. to land ? ' -
' At last ultlmatums were aarvcd on the passengers.
V'and ‘me, We were asked to submit, if we would escape '
. with our lives, In our. reply the passengers and I botiy
".;'mamtaxm,d our right to land at Port Natal, and intimated 15
our determination to enter Natal at any risk. {
{1 At the end ot twenty-three days the ships were

rmitl‘ed to enter the harbour, and ordi.x‘: nermitting
.‘ 1e passengerq to Iand were passed |

0
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5 So ‘the' bhl[)s wete broughr mto the dock and the
passengers began to go ashore. But Mr. Escombe had
c_élnt:;guord_ to_the mptam_ th1t. as the . whites _were'-“

; fmy famﬂy and I qhould be advmed to land at dusk,
'when | the Port Supermtendent Mr., | Tatum “would
Pscort us  home. The caprain communijcated the
mesaage ‘to me, and [ agreed to act accordingly. Bur
scarcely half an hour after ' this, Mr; Laughton came
10 the captain. | Fe said: ‘[ would like to' take Mr.
| Gandhi with me, should he have no objection, As.

the hgal adviser of the Agent Company ' I tell you

that you are not bound to carry out the ‘message you
;}mve received from My, Escombe.! After this he came

. to me and said somewhat to this effect: ‘If you are. '
‘not ' afraid; ‘T suggest that Mirs, (mnd}u and the il

* children shiould drive to Mr. Rustomji's house, whilst |
you and I follow '‘them on doot..d do not at all h]ae' .
“the idea of your entering the city like a thief in the,
' night. T.do not think there is any 'fear of anyone
‘hurting you, Everything is 'quiet now. The  whites
- have all dispersed. But in any case I am conyinced |
'..-'that you ought not to enter the city stealthily.’
1 readily agreed. My wife and children  drove sately ' -
-'..ato Mt Rustomit's place, With the captain's permission
T went ashore  with My, ' Laughton, Mr. Rustomns
/'house was about two miles from the dock,
: As soon as we landed, some youngsters recognized
“me and  shouted  "Gandhi, Gandhi", About half a
dozen men rushed to the  spot and joined in the
shouting, Mr. Laugaron foared that the crowd might
._"‘Wt It and hailed a tickshaw. I had never thked the
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;expenence. But the. ymmgsten would not let me gt

mnto’ ic. They frxghtcned the rickshaw boy out of ‘hig
. life, and he took /to his heels.' As we went abead, =
tlle..cmwd_.cori-,tm_lled to sweﬂ, until it ‘became impose |

sible to proceed further. They first caught hold of

- Mr. Laughton and separated us. Then they pelted me ¢

with  stones, brickb ats,.and rotten cggs,  Someone
snatched | awaymy tum.m. whilst | others’ began to

_ batter and kick me, I fainted and caught hold of the | L
front ratlings of a 11{JL‘::€ and stood there to get my

breath, But it was impossible. They came upon me
‘boxing  and  battering, | ‘The wife of the Police

' Superintendent, who knew me, happened to be passing

by. The brave lady came up, opened ‘her parasol .

., though there was no sun then, and stood between rhe:
‘crowd and me. This checked the fury of the mob,
as it was difficult for them to deliver blows on me.

\ "w1thout harming Mrs, Alexander.

_ ‘Meanwhile an Indian youth who witnessed tite,
.,mcxde,nt had run to the police station. The Police:

. Superintendent Mr. Alexander sent a posse of men to
| ring me round and escort me safely to my destination,
‘They artived in time. The police station lay on our

| way. As we reached there, the Supeumendenr asked

me to take refuge in the station, but 1 gratefully
daclined the. offer. 'They are sure to quiet down
 when they reahze their mistake, ' [ said. ' I have trust

' in their sense of fairness. ' Escorted by the police, T
© arrived without further harm at Mr. Rustomii’s piace.
T had bruises all over, but no abrasions except inone

place. Dr. Dadibarjor, the ship's doctor, who was on ("

the spot, rendered the best possible help.
There was quiet inside, but outside the whites

.'surmunded the house. nght was coming on, and the

. yelling crowd was shouting, ' We must have Gandhi.'

The qmrk-mghted Police Supermtem.em was already

_chere tryuﬁ to keep the crowds under control not by*

dea of bemg ina nckshaw Thn. was m bé my fxrs,\t,




MY EXPERIMENTS wnrﬂ TRJTH

ffecr: {If you would save your friend’s  house

"’:_‘_'fmm the house in disguise, as I suggest.’
Thus on one and the samie ‘day 1 was faued with

b«,en no more than imaginary, Mr. Laughton advised
‘' ‘me to launch forth openly I accepted the advice,

| '\When the danger was quite real another friend gave.

! ‘me the contrary advice, and I accepted that too.
" Wlao can say whether I did so because I saw that my
hte was 111, ]eopdxdy‘ or because 1 did not want to put
my. friend's life and property or the lives of my . wife

that T was right both when T faced the crowd in the
firat ihstance bravely, as it was qa.rd and when I
bcaped from it i disguise ?

It s 1dle to adjudicate upon ‘the rzg,ht and swrong

" from them for the future, It is dificult to say for
wcertain how a particular man would act i a patticular
© set of circumstances, We can also see that judging a
man from his outward act is no more than a doubrful
nference, ipasmuch as it s not based oty suft:cu—:nr
data j
Be that as it may ‘the prepamtmns for Ehcap?
_.m.mc.. me forget my injuries. As. suggmh,d by ‘the
‘Superintendent, I put on an Indian constable’s uniform
' and wore on my head a Madrasi scatf, weapped
' round a plate to serve as a helmet, Two detectives
L accompanied me, one of them duguiaed as an’ indian
" merchant and with his face painted to resemble that
of an Indian. I forget the disguise of the other, We

reached a nubhbounng shop by a by-lane and, making

.our way through the gunny bags piled in the godown,

-escaped by the gate, of ‘the shop and ' threaded our

{

but by humourmg Lhem But he was not
‘entitely free from anxiety. He sent me a message tor

and. ﬁroperty and also your family, vouhhould escape B

"-"'-;two contradictory positions. When danger to life h had

¢ and children in danger? Who can say for. certain

of mcld?nts that have already happened. It is useful
to understand them and, if possible, to learn a lesson




. drove oft (to the same ’pohc; station  where |/ Mg

¢ at the. end of the street. In Vthis :w_e{"' b

:Alexandm, had nffercd ‘me refuge a shore time befors,
| and I thanked bima and the detective officers.

Whilst I had been thus effecting my escape, Me.
Alexander imd ke.pt the wrowd amused by smgmg Lhe:_
| rune il )
Ll Hang old Gandhi
{ - On the sour apple free.’ :
"When he was mformed ot my safe arvival at tl;r‘
police station, he thus broke the news to the crowd:
' Well, your victim has made good his escape through =
| a neighbouring shop. You had better go home now.”
‘Some of them were angry, others laughed, some
rﬁfu-‘ed to believe 'the story. i '

“Well then,' said the Supermtmdem it you do'_'_' i
not ba.Ixeae me; you may appomt Oile or two representas

tives, whom I am teady to take inside the house.

E they succeed i fmdmg out Gandhi, T will gladly il

deliver  him to| vou. . But if they fail, sou 'must’
disperse. I am sure’ that you have no intention of
destroying Mr. Ruatorugla home ‘or of hdlmﬂ M_r
| -Gandhzs wite ‘and children. ' - ;)
10 The crowd sent  their representatives to search |
Ithe house. They soon returned ‘with  disappointing
- news, and the crowd broke up at last, most of them -
'admrrmg the “iupermtendmts tactful handhng of the
: -_31tuatmn and a few fretting and funing. :
' The late Mr. 3 hamberlam. who was then becaetary
'of State for the Colonies, cabled asking the Natal

Government o prosecute my aqsaxldnts. Mr, Escembc:
sent for me; expressed his regret for the injuries I

- had sustained, and  said: 'Believe me, I cannot feel |
' happy over: the leasc hbtle injury done to your person. .

You had a right to accept Mr. Laughton's admce.i"--;__
‘and to face the worst; but I am sure that, if youﬁ' i

had wnsxdered my.: squ&*smon favourably, these sad
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To which I gave the followmg n,ply

"1 do’ not want to prosecute anyone, It 'is
‘possible that I may be able to identify one or two of
| them, but what is the use of getting them punished?
‘Besides, I do not hold the assailants to blame. They

statements in India about 'the whites in Natal and

'ca]ummated them. If they believed these reports, it

i no wonder that they were enraged. The leaders
and, if you will permit me to say so, you are to blame.
‘You could have guided the people propesly, but vou

-occunences vmuld not have happened It you ‘can i
'..-"_1dent1fy the assailants, I am prepared to ‘arrest and
'-_-proschte them Mr, Ch’:mber ain also desm’- me' o

| were given to understand that I had made exaggerated

‘lalso believed Reuter and assumed that I must have

Cindalged i exaggeration. 1 do not want' to bring any.
one to hook. I am sure that, when the rruth b(.comeq'

known they will be sorry for their conduct. ;
"Would you mind giving me this in wr:tmg‘-‘

| '."'.'-'s.;ud Mr. Escombe. ‘Because I shall have to cable to

s

"Mz, Chamberlain to that effect. I do not want you

Sto ‘make any statement in haste. You may, if you like,
. consult Mr, Laughton and your other friends, before

you come to a final decision. I may contess, however i

. that, if you waive the right of bringing vour assailants

 to book, you will conszderably. ‘help 'me in restoting

' quiet; besides enhancing your own rteputation.’
"Thank you,’ said<l. 'I need not consult anyone.

I bad made my decision in the mattér before [ came
to you. It is my conviction that I should not prosecute
the assailants, and I'am prepared this moment to

reduce my decision to writing.' i
With this 1 gave hlrn the necessary sratement

A




THE CALM AFTER I'HE STORI\’.[
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il I had not yet ieft the pohce station, when, aftet
two days, I was taken to see Mr, Escombe. Two
constables were sent to protect me, though no such
5‘pzecautlon was then needed.
1 On the day of landing, as soon as the yellow flag _
was lowered, a representative of The Natal A dvertmr
had come to interview me. ‘He had asked me 'a
number of questions, and in reply I had been able to
refute every one of the charges that had been levelled
against me. Thanks to Sir Pherozeshal Mehta; I had
delivered only written speeches in India, and 1 had
‘copies of them all, as well as of my .other writings.
I had given the interviewer all this literature and
showed him that in India I had said nothing which
I had not already said in South Africa in stronger
'lﬂnguage 1 had also shown him that I had had no
band in bringing the passengers of the Courland  and
Naderi to South Africa, Many of them were old
'resxdents. and most of them, far from wanting to stay
in Natal, mesnt to go to the Transvaal. In those
days the Transvaal otfered better prospects than
Natal to those coming in search of wealth, and most
' Indxans. therefore, preferred to go there.

This interview and my refusal to prosecute the
assailants produced such a profound impression that
the Europeans of Durban were ashamed of their
conduct. The press declared me to bhe innocent and
condemned the mob, Thus the lynching ultimately
proved to be a blessing for me, that is, for the cause.'
It enhanced the prestige of the Indian community in
South Africa and made my work easier. ]

16
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MY EXPEHIMENTS WITH TRUTH

e { In three or four days I went to my house, and it
was not long (before I settled down apain. The

Jincident added also to my professional practice.

But if it ehhancad the prestige of the community,

et also fanned the flame of prejudice against it. | As

soon as it was proved that the Indian could putupa

|\ manly fight, he came to be regarded as a danger.

Two bills were mtroduced in' the Natal Legislative

B .-"__Assembly‘ one of them calculated to affect the Indian

. trader adversely, and the other to impose a stringent g
restriction on Indian immigration, Fortunately the
tight for the franchise had resulted in adecision to

| the effect that no enactment might be passed against

‘the Indians as such, ‘that is to say, that the law

lw should make no distinctions of colour or race. The

language of the bills above mentioned made them:
applicable to all, but their object undéubtedly was to
impose further restrictions on the Indian residents of
Natal.:
The biils consxdenbly mcreased my public work
‘" and made the community more alive than ever to
" their sense of duty. They were fnnsla*ed inte Indian
[languages and fully explained, so as to bring home to

. the ¢ommunity their subtle implications. We appealed

" to the Colonial Secretary, but he refused o mterfere
- and the bills became law.
) Public work now began to absorb most of my

' " time, Sit. Mansukhlal Naazar, who, as 1 have said,

‘was already in' Durbgh, came to stay with me, a gias
he gave his time to public work, he hghtenedg my
burden to some extent.

Sheth Adamiji Mivakhan had, in my ﬁbsEﬂCb dig-
' charged his ducy with grear credit. He had increased
the membership and added about £ 1,000 to the
coffers of the Natal Indian Congress. The awakening
caused by the bills and the demonstration against the
passengers I turned to good account by making an
appeal for membership and funds, which now amounted




J+) U THE CALM AFTER THE STORM R
e £ 5000, My desire was to secure for the Corgress
‘'a permanent fund, so that it might procure property
of its own and then cacry on its work out of the et
of the! property. 'This was my fivs experience of |
managing a public  ifstitution, placed my 'éropt_ﬁ;ﬂ
befote my co-workers, and they ' welcomed it. The
. property that was purchased was leased out, and the
rent was enough to meet the current expenses of the
Congress. The property was vested in a strong body
of trustees and is, still there today, but it has becothe '
_ the source of much internecine quarrelling = with the
result that the rent of the property now,accumuldtzs
an i the' ‘court, i T e
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ihis sad situation developed after 'ty depatture s

from South Africa, but my idea .of having permanent
funds for public institutions underwent a chiange long
- before this difference arose. And now after considerable’
experience with the many public’ institutions which I
haye managed, it has become my firm conviction that |
it is not good to run public institutions on permanent
nt'fund carries in itself the seéd of

funds, A permane ; _
the moral fall of the institution. A public institution '
means. an institution  conducted with the approval,
~and from the funds, of the public. When such 4n
institution ceases to have public support, it forfeits its *
right to exist. Institutions maintained on permanent
funds are often found to ignore public opinion, and.
afe frequently responsible for acts contrary to it In
our country we experience t;_l'ﬁ's at every  step..Some
of the so-called religious trusts have ceased to render
any accounts, The trustees have become the owners
and are responsible to none. I have no doubt  that
the ideal is for public institutibl_':s to live, like nature,
from day to day. The institution that fails to sin
public support has no  right to exist as such. The
subscriptions that an institution annually receives are
a test of its popularity and the honesty of its manage-
ment, and I am of opinion that every institution



should subm:t to that test. But let no. one mlsunder-
_stand me. My remarks do not apply to the bodies
which cannot, by their very nature, be conducted

G | tiwithout permanent buildings, What [ mean to say is .

’that the current  expenditure should be found from
'.__subscnpnons voluntarily received from year to year.
. These views were confirmed during the days of
the 'Satyagraha in, South = Africa. That magnificent
| campaign extending over six years was carried on

without permanent funds, though lakhs of rupees were

necessary for it. I can recollect times when I did not

know what would happen the next day if nosubscrip-
 tions came in. But I shall not anticipate future events.
The reader will find the opinion expressed above
amply borme out in the coming narrative.
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When I landed at Durban in January 1897 I had
three children with me, my sister’s son ten years old,
and oy own sons nine and five years of age. Where
was I to educate them? . :

I could have sent them to the schools for
Buropean children, but only as a matter of favour and

' exception. No other Indian children were allowed to

attend them, For these there were schools established
by Christian' missions, but I was not prepared to send

- my children there, as I did not like the education

imparted in those schools, For one thing, ' the
medium  of instruction would be only English, or
perhaps incorrect Tamil or Hindi: this too could -
only bave been arranged with difficulty. I could not
possibly put up with this and other disadvantages, In
the meantime I was making my own attempt to teach
them. But that was at best irregular, and [ could not
get hold of a suitable Gujarati teachet.

I was at my wits’ end. I advertised for an
English teacher who should teach the children under

- niy direction, Some regular instruction was to be

givenv them by this teacher, and for the rest they
should be satisfied with what little I could give them
irregularly. So I engaged an English governess on £7
a month. This went on for some time, but not to
my satisfaction. The boys acquired some knowledge
of Gujarati through my conversation and intercourse
with them, which was strictly in the ‘mother-tongue.

I was loath to send them back to India, for I believed
even then that young children should not be separated

from their parents. The education that children
naturally imbibe in a well-ordered household is
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- impossible to obtain in hostels. T therefore kept my
' ¢hildren with me. 1 did send my nephew and elder

' 'son to be educated at residential schools in India for
' a few months, but 1 soon had to recall them. Later,
.\ ‘%he ¢ldest son, long after he had come of age, broke
| away from me, and went to India to join a High
School in Ahmedabad. I have an impregsion that the
. nephew was satisfied with what I could give him,
# | Unfortunately he died in the prime of youth after a
" brief illness. The other three of my sons have never
\ been at a public school, though they did get some
regular schooling in an improvised school’ which 1
started for the children of Satyagrahi parents in
South Africa. : e

|| These experiments were all inadequate. 1 could

. not devote to the children all the time 1 had wanted "
/[t give  them. My inability to give them enough
attention and otHer unavoidable causes prevented me
from providing them with the literary education I
i+ had desited, and all my sons have had complaints to

' make against me ‘in this matter. Whenever they come

across an M. A. or a B, A, ‘or even a matriculate,
they seem to feel the handicap of a want of school
education. ' ' |
' Nevertheless I am of opinion that, if 1 had
inststed on their being educated somehow at public
schools, they would have been deprived of the train-
ing that can be had only at the school of experience.
or from constant contact with the parents. I should
never have been free, as I am today, from anxiety on
their score, and the artificial education that they
could have had in En@and or South Africa, torn from
me, would never have taught them the simplicity and
« the spirit of service that they show in their lives
‘today, while their artificial ways of living might have
~been a serious handicap in my public work. Therefore,
" though I have not been able to give them a literary
education either to their or to my satisfaction, I am
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r{ot quite’ sure, as I look back on mr past years, that:
I have not done my duty by them to the best of my
‘capacity. Nor do I regret not having sent them to
public schools. I have always felt that the undesitable
traits 1 see today in my eldest son are an echoy
of my own undisciplined and unformulated early life. [

tegard that time as a period of half-baked knowledge
and indulgence. It coincided with the most impression~

able years of my eldest son, and naturally 'he has
refused to regard it as my time of indulgence and
inexperience. He has on the contrary believed that
that was the br:ghtest period of my life, and the
changes, effected later, bhaye been, due to delusion )

‘miscalled  ¢nlightenment, And well he 'might, Why

should he not think that my earlier years represented
a period of awakening, and the later years of radical

. change, years of delusion and egotism 2 Often have I
‘been  confronted with various posers from friends:
What harm had there been, if I had given my boys |

an academical education? What right bad I thus to
clip their wings? ,Why should I have come in the

way of their taking degrees and choosing their own:
Icareers?

I do not thmk that there 18 much point in these
questions, I have come in contact with numerous
students. I have tried myself or through others to.
impose my educational ‘fads’ on other childien too
and have seen the results thereof. There are  within

1y knowledge a number of young men today contem«

potaneous with my sons.  do not think that man to
man they ate any better than my sons, or that my
sonts have much to learn from them. =~ -
But the ultimate result"of my expenments is in
the womb of the future. My object in discussing this

“subject here is that a student of the bistory of civili-

zation may bave some measure of the difference

 between  disciplined - home education and school

education, and also of the effect produced on children




-_,hrough changes- introduced by patrents: in thzu lives.
' The purpose of this chaprer is also to show the
lengths to which a votary of truth is driven by his
experiments with truth, as also to shiow the votary of
liberty how many ate the sacrifices demanded by that
‘stern goddess, Had I been without a sense of self-
respect and satisfied myself ' with having for my
children the education that other children could not
get, I should have deprived them of the object-lesson
in liberty and self-respect that I gave them at the
cost of the literary training, And where a choice has
/. to be made between hberty and- learning, who will
not say that the former has to be preferred a thousand
. times to the latter? j
| ‘The youths whom I called out in 1920 from those
. citadels of slavery —their schools and colleges—and
whom I advised that it was far better to remain
' unlettered and break stones for the sake of liberty
. than to go in for a literaty education in the chains
. of slaves will probably be able now to trace my

advice to 1ts source,

248 My EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH @L
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SPIRIT OF SERVICE :

My profession progressed satisfactorily, butthat was
far from satisfying me. The question of further simplity-
ing my life and of doing some concrete act of seryice
to my fellowmen had been constantly agitating me,
when a leper came to my doot. I had not the heart
to dismiss him with a meal. So I offered him shelter,
 dressed his wounds, and began to look after him. But

I could not go on like that indefinitely. I could not
" afford, I lacked the will to keep him always with
me. 'So I sent him to the (Government Hosmtal for
indentured labourers,

But I was still ill at ease. I longed for some
humanitation work of a permanent nature, Dr. Booth
was the head of the St. Aidan’s Mission. He was a
kind- hearted man and treated his patients free. Thanks
“to Parsi Rustomijj’s charities, it was possible to opena
small charitable hospital under Dr. Booth's charge. 1
- felt strongly inclined to serve as a nurse in this
hospital. The work of, dxspensmg medxcmes took fram
‘one to two hours daily, and I made up my mind to
 find that time from my office-work, so as to be able

~ to fill the place of a compounder in the dispensary
attached to the hospital. Most of my professional

work was chamber work, conveyancing and arbitration.
I of course used to have a{ew casesin the magistrate’s
coust, but most of them were of 4 non-controversial
character, and Mr. Khan, who had followed me to
South Africa and was then living with me, undertook
to take them if I was absent. S0 I found time to
serve in the small hospital. This meant two hours
every morning, including the time taken in going to
and . from the hospital, This work brought me some

&
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peace. It consisted in ascertaining the patient’s
complaints, laying, the facts before'the doctor aund
‘dispensing the prescriptions. It brought me in close
touch with suffering Indians, most of them indentured
. Tamil, Telugn or North India men.
! The experience stood me in good stead, when
durmg the Boer War 1 offered my services for nursing
S the stelkdt and wounded soldiers, -
s ier The question of the reating of children had been
: ever before me. I had two sons born in South Africa,
and my service in the hospital was useful in solving
the question of their upbringing. My ' independent
spirit was a constant source of trial. My wife and I
' had decided to have the best medical aid at the time
 of'her delivery, but if the doctor and 'the nurse were
" to leave us in the lurch at the right moment, what
was I to do? Then the nurse had to be an Indian.
And the difficulty of gettmg 2 trained Indian nurse:
in South Africa can be easily imagined from the
similar | difficulty in India, So I studied the things
 necessary for safe labour, I read Dr. Tribhuvandas’
book, Ma-ne Shikhaman— Advice to a mother - and
T nursed both my children according to the instructions . |
givén in the book, tempered here and there by such
 experience as I had gained elsewhere. The services
of a nurse were utilized— not for more than two
months each time — chiefly for helping my wife, and
. not for taking care of the babies, which I did myself.
. The birth of the last child put me to the severest
- test, The travail came on suddenly, The doctor was not
~ immediately available, and some time was lost in
; fetching the midwife, Even if she had been on the
~spot, she could not have helped delivery, I had to
see through the safe delivery of the baby. My careful
study of the subject in Dr. Tribhuvandas’ work was
of inestimable help. I was not nervous.
I am convinced that for the proper upbnngmg of
chxldren the paremn ought to ‘have a general

L]
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SPIR.IT OF" SERVICE

Ynowledge of the cate and nursmg of babies. '-.At"

every step I have seen the advantages of my carsful -

study ‘of the subject. My chidren would not have
enjoyed the general health that t_hey do today, had T
"not studied the subject and turned my knowledge to
account, We labour under a sort of superstition that.
sthe child has nothing to learn during the first five
fyears of its life. On the contrary the face  1s that
;the child never learns in after life what it does in its
ifitst five years, The education of the child begins
with ‘conception. The phyucal %and mental states of
the p1rents at the moraent of conception are re-
produced in the baby. Then during the period of
pregnancy it continues to be affected by the mother’s
moods, desrres and temperament, as also by her wayvs.
of life. A_fter_ birth the child imitates the parents,
and for a considerable number @ of years entirely
depends on them for its growth, ! :
The couple! who realize these things will never
have sexual union for the fulfilment of their lust, but
only when they desire issue, I think it is the height
of ignorance to believe that the sexual actis an inde-
¢pendent: function negessary like sleeping or eating.
" 'The world depends fér its existence on the act of |
. generation, and as the world is the play-ground of
God and a reflection of His glory, the act of genera-
tion should be ‘controlled for the ordered growth of
the world. He who realizes this will control his lust
at any cost, equip himself with the knowledge neces-
sary for the physical, mental and spiritual well-being
of his progeny, and’ give the beneht of that know=
& Iedge to postemtv j
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BRAHMACHARYA — I

We now reach the stage in this story when I
began seriously to think of taking the brahmacharya
VoW, I had been wedded to a monogamous ideal ever
since my marriage, falthfulnesa to my wife being part

. of the love of truth. But it was in South Africa
that I came to realize the importance of observing
bralmacharya even with respect to my wife. I cannot
definitely say what circumstance or what book it was,
that set my thoughts in that direction, but I have a
. recollection that the predominant factor was the
. influence of Raychandbhai, of whom I bave already
\written. I can still recall a conversation that I had
‘with him. On one occasion I spoke to him in high
praise of Mrs. Gladstone's devotion to Her husband.
I had read somewhere that Mrs. Gladstone insisted
~on preparing tea for Mr. Gladstone even in the House
of Commons, and that this had become  a tule in
the life of this illustrious cou \ whose actions were
W gaverned by regularity. I spokig of this to the poet,
« and Ancidentally euloglzed COIIJU.ng love. ' Which of

' the two do you prize more. asked Raychandbbhai, ‘the
o Hove of. Mrs Gladstone  for her husband as his wife,
or her devoted service irrespective of ber relatior to
'Mr. Gladstone ? Supposing she had been his sister, or
‘his devoted servant, and ministered to him with the
same attention, what would vou bave said? Do we
not have instances of such devoted sisters or servants ?
Supposing you had found the same loving devotion in
a male servant, would you have been pleased in the
same way as in Mrs. (aladstoncb case ? Just examine
the view point suggested by me,'
Raychandbhai was himself married. T have an
* impression that at the moment hla words sounded

4
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harsh, but they grlpped me uresmtlbly The devotion

‘of a servant was, I felt, a thousand times more praise-
worthy than that of a wife to her husband. There
was nothing surprising in the wife’s devotion to her
busband, as there was an indissoluble borid between
‘them. The devotion was perfectly natural. But it
required a special effort to cultivate equal  devotion

between rmaster ‘and servant. The poet's ;:omt oi"'

view began gradually to grow upon me,

What then, I asked myself, should be my remtlon_-
with my wife? Did my faithfulness consist in making -
my wife the instrument of my lust? So long as I was
the slave of lust my faithfulness was worth nothing.
To be fair t& my wife, I must say that she was never
the temptress. It was therefore the easiest thing for
me to takeithe vow of brahmacharye, if only I willed
(it Tt was my weak will or lustful artachment that |
was the obstacle. g

Even after my conscience had been roused in the
matter, I failed twice. I failed because the motive
that actuated the effort was none the highest. My
main  object was to escape having more children.
Whilse in England I ﬁad read something about
- contraceptives, I have i'fready referred to Dr. Allin-'
son's birth cantrol propaganda 'in the chapter on'

Vegetarianism, If it had Some temporary effect on’

me, Mr. Hill's oppesition to those methods and  his
advocacy of internal effort as opposed to outward-
means, in a word, of ' self-control, had a far greater
. effect, which in due tittie came to be abiding. Seeing,
‘therefore, that I did nnt desire more children I began
to strive after self-control. There was endless difficulty
in the task. We began to cleep in separate beds. I !
decided to retire to bed only after the day's work had.
left me completely exhausted. All these effores did
not seem to bear much fruit, but when I look back
upon the past, I feel that the fina! resolution was the
cumulative effect of those unsuccessful strivings.
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. The final resolution could only be made as late
as 1906. Satyagrahd had not then been started. [ had
'_.'no'- ‘the  least notion of its coming. I was practising
| in Johannesburg at the time of the Zulu * Rebellion’
in Natal, which came soon after the Boer War. I
felt that I must offer my services to the Natal Govetn-
. ment ‘on that occasion. The offer was accepted, as we
lshall 'see’in anotheér chapter. But the work 'set me
furiously thinking in the direction of self-control, and
according to my wont 1 discussed my thoughts with
my co-workers, It became my conviction that pro-
wereation and the consequent care of children were
inconsistent with public service. I had to break up
my household at Johannesburg to be able to serve
during the 'Rebellion’. Within one month of offering
my services, I had to give up the house I had so
carefully furnished. I took my wife and children to
' Phoenix and led the Indian ambulance corps attached
. to the Natal forces. During the difficult marches that
-‘had then to be performed, the idea flashed upon me
jthat if T wanted to devote myself to the service' of
ithe community in this manngr, I mus¢ relinquish the
| desire for children and wealgh and live the life of a
' z*anapmathawof one retired from household cares,
'_ The ‘Rebellion' did not occupy me for more than
' six weeks, but this brief period proved to be a very
. important epoch in my life, The importance of vows
grew upon me more clearly than ever before. I realized
% that a vow, far from closing the door to real freedom,
. opened it. Up to this time I had not met with success
because the will had been lacking, because I had had
no faith in myself, no faith in the grace of God, and
‘therefore, my mind had been tossed on the boisterous
sea of doubt, I realized that in refusing to take a vow
man was drawn into temptation, and that to be bound
by a vow was like a pa%sv.ge from libertinism to a real
. monogamous marriage. I believe in effort, I do not
Ywant to bind myself with vows,’ is the mentality of

»
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\a final decision? I vow to flee from the serpent whxch'
I know will bite me, I donot simply make an,effort.
to flee from him. I know that mere effort may mean
cettain death, Mere effort means ignorance of the
certain fact that the serpent is bound to kill me. The

fact, therefore, that I could rest content with . an
effort .only, means that I have not yet clearly vealized |

'the necessity of definite action, ‘But supposing my
views are changed in the future, how can I bind miyself
by a vow? ' Such a doubt often deters us. But that
I doubt also betrays a lack of clear perception that a

parcicular thing must be renoum,ed That 'is why !

.thkulanand Has sung : et Lol
: Renuneiation without aversion is not lastmg, >

'Where therefore the desire is gone, a vow of renun-

ctat:on is the natural and inevitable frait, -

weakness and betrays a subtle desire for the thmg e
 be avoided. Or where can be the difficulty in making

|

{
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After full discussion and m,ature _deliberation I
: tuok the vow in 1906, 1 had not shared my thoughts
' with my wife until then, but only consulted her af the
time of taking the vow. She had no objection. But
I bad great difficulty in makmg the final resolve, 'l
1\ had not the necessary strength. How was’ L' to
il contml my passwn' ? The elimination of catnal
. relationship with one’s wife seemed then a strange
‘I thing. But I launched forth with faith in the sustaining
power of God,
/ As 1 look back upon the twenty ys,ars of the vow, I
Cam filled with pleasure and wonderment. The more or
" less successful practice of self-control had been going
on since 1901 But the freedom and joy that came
to mo after taking the vow had never been expenenc»
' od before 1906, Before the vow I had been open to
being overcome by temptation at any mnment Now
the vow was a sure shield against tempration. The
. great potentiality of braimacharya daily became more
' and more patent to me. The vow was taken when 1
‘| was in Phboenix. Assoon as I was free {rom ambulance
" work, I went to Phoenix, whence I had to return to
._-:'-Johannest,urg. In about a month of my returning
|| there, the foundation of Satyagraha was laid. As
“though unknown to me, the brahmacharya vow had
besn preparing me for it. Satyagraha had not been a
o preconceived plan, It came on sponmneouslv without.
" my having willed it. But I could see that all my
‘previous steps had léd up to that goal I had cut
_ down my heavy household expenses at ]ohannesburg
9! ~and gone to Phoenix to rake, as it! were, the
brahmacharya vow. '
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) ’ The: kuowledge that a perfect cbse:vance
brakmaf.fmrya means realization of brakman, 1 did fot

I:owe to a study of the Shastras, It slowly grew vpcm:_"'_’_'__
| mewith experience, The shastraic, texts on the subject |11
‘X read: only later in life. Every day of the vow Rag !l

taken me mnearer the knowledge that in brahmacharya.
Aies the protection of the bo dy, the mind and the soul. |
For . brahmacharya' was' now no ‘process of hard
penance, it was a matter of consolation and joy.
Every day revealed a fresh. beauty in fit.

But if it was a matter of ever-increasing Joy, let
no one believe ‘that ‘it was an easy thing for me.
Even when I am' past fifty-six years, 1 realize how ;
| "hard a thing ‘it is. Every day I realize more ‘and /'
" more that it is like walking on the sword's edge, and

1 see every moment the necessity for eternal vigilance,

Control of the palate is the first essential in the "

. observance of the vow. I found that complete control
| of the palate made the observance very easy, and soi
1 now pursued my dietetic experiments not merely |
 from the vegetarmn s but also from the brahmachari's |
point of view. As the result of these experiments [
" caw that the brahmiachari’s food should be limited,
simple, spiceless, and, if possible, uncooked, j
: Six years of e\penment have showed me that the
brahmachaﬂa ideal food is fresh froit and nuts, The
_lmmumtv from passton that T enjoyed when I lived
‘on this food was unknown to me  after I uhanged'l
that diet. Brahmacharya needed no effort on my part -
in ‘South Africa when I lived on fruits and auts alone.
It has been a matter of very great effort ever since
1 began to take milk. How 1 had to go back o milk
. from a fruic diet Wlll be considered in its proper place.
It is enough to obsewe here th.xt I have not the

least doubt that milk  diet makes the brakmacharya

vow  difficult to observe. Let no. one deduce from -
this that  all bratmacharis must  give up milk, The
effect on bmkﬂ'-czcharm of different kinds of food can

17




‘b@ydetermmed only after numerous ev:penments,
bave yet to find a fruit-substitute for milk which is

The doctors, vaidyas and hakims have alike failed to
enlighten me. Therefore, though I know milk to be
Ipartly a, stimulant, Icannot for the tlme bemg, admb
anyone to dive it up. !
Wy As an esternal aid o f;mhmcharm fastmg 5 as
' f-necessary as selection and restriction in  diet. So
" overpowering are  the senses that they 'can be kept
under control only when they ‘are completely hedge
in on all sides, from above and from beneath. It is.
4 common knowledgv that rhey are  powerless without
food, and so fasting undertaken with a view to control
of the senses is; I have no doubt, very belpful. With
some, fasting is ot no avail, because assuming  that
",mechanu_al fabtmg alone will make them immune, they
keep their bodies without food, but feast their Skt
ppon | all sorts  of delicacies, thinking all 'the while
hat they will eat and what the ey will drink after the
tast terminates, Such fasting helps them m controlling
'Jﬁelthpr palate nor lust, Fasting is useful, when mind
| €o-operates with starving body, that is to say. when it
cultivates a distaste for the objects that 'are denied
o the body. Mind is at the root of all . sensuality.
Faﬂtmg, therefore, has a limited use, §0% a fasting man
Jtmay continue 'to be swayed by passion, But it rnay-
be said that extinction of the sexual passmn 18 as
/Ti rule dfapossible w:tllour fasting, which may be said to
" be andispensable for the observance of brahmacharya.

(use of their othe: senses they want to umy on like
i;hose who are not brahmacharis. 'Ihen' effort is, there-
ore, 1dentical with the effort to Wpenencu thé bracing

co]d of winter in the scorching” summer months.

There should 'be a clear line between the life of a
" brakmachari and of one who 13 not. The resemblam.e '
that there is between the twu is only apparent, 'Ihe

an equally good muscle-builder and easily d1geqtabie," i

Many aspirants after brahmacharva fail, becduse in the
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@snncnon nught ito be clesr as dayhght Both use A
- their  eyesight, buc whereas the brahmachari uses i
‘to see the glories of God, the other uses it to see th
" Lfrivolity around him. Borth use their ears, but whereds
the one hears nothing but praises of - God, thc other !
feasts his ears upon ribaldry. Both often keep late
' houts, but whereas the one devotes. them to prayer, =
' the other fritters them away in wild and  wastetal
" mirth, Both feed the innet man, but the one only to .
keep the temple of God 1n good repair, while the
other gorges himself and makes the sacted wvessel a
Ustinking gutter. Thus both live as  the poles apart, ..\
. land the distance between them will grow and not i
' diminish with the passage of time, R
Bmhmachm‘ya means control of the senses 1
e thoughc word and deed. Every day I have been
Wil i -re.xhzmg mote and more the necessity for restramta
| of the kind I have detailed above. There is no Limit
7 to the possibilities of renunciation, even as there is |
‘none to those of brahmacharya, Such | brahmacherya is:
impossible of attainment by limited effort. For many |
it must remain  only as an ideal. An aspirant ' after
brahmacharya will ‘always be conscious of his short~
comings, will 'seek out the passions lingering in the
. innermost IBCQ‘iseb of his heart and will m(.éabdnt].y
_strive to get ﬂd of them. So long as thought is not
under Lomplete control of the will, brahmacharya in
“lits fulness is absent. Involuntary thought s an
* atfection of the mind, and curbing of “thought, there-
“ifore, means curbmg of the mind which is even more
difficult to curb than the wind Nevertheless the
Cexistence of God within makes even control of the
mind posslble. Let no one think that it is nnposmble
i 'becc.use it is difficult. It is the highest goal,  and it
18 no wonder  that the hlguest -effort should be
necessacy to. attam it
But it was after coming to Ind;a that I realized
that auch bmhmdxarya was impossible to artain by'
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-W’ ITH TRUTH

: uman eifort Unul then I had been Iabourmg i
Ui e: the  delusion that fruit diet alone would enable
me tg eradicate all passions, and I had flattered '
i*myse]f with the behef that J had norhmg more to do,
i _anticipate the chapter of my |
let me make it clear that those

ve brahmacharva with a view to
_'xgahzmg God need not despair, provided their faith in

-God s eqnal to their confidence in their own effort,

: R Afaade Aoy e

_ S W & oA frady

-The sense-objects turn away from an abstemious soul,
Ieavmg the relish behind. The relish also disappears
Cwith the realmatmn of the nghmt 1 Therefore His

<ﬂame and His grace are the lage resources | of the

‘aspirant after moksha, This tluth came to  me oniy
fter my retum to India, j
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IX
bIMPi_.m LIFE

I Tad started on a life of ease and comfort, but the
&xperiment was short-lived.  Although I had furnished
the house with care, yet it failed to have any hold.
‘on me. S¢' no sooner had T’ launched . forth on that
 life, than I began to cut down expenses. The washer-
| man's bill was heavy, and as’ he was besides by no
means noted for his punctuality, even two to (three.

dozen sll_z_rts and collars proved insufficient for me.
Collars had to be ' changed daily afid shirts, if not

daily, at Jeast every alternate day. This meant a double.

expense, which appeared to me unnecessary. So I

equipped myself with a washing outfit to save 1t T.0 0

bought a book on ‘washing, studied the art and taught
‘it also to my wife, This no doubt addedto my wotk
but its novelty made it a pleasure.
I shall never forget the first collar that I washed
I ‘m}?‘ii.lf I 'had used more starch than necessary, the
' iron had not been made hot enough, and for fear of
'burning the collar 1 had not pressed it sufficiently.
The result was that, though the collat was fairly

- stiff, the wuperﬂuous starch continually dropped offit.

1 went to court with the collar.on, thus inviting the

. ridicule of Brother bdrl‘lthLS but even i those days.
R cm:ld be meu.rvtous to rmxcule b
% *Well,” 'said I, "this is. my first experiment. at

'washmg my own collars and hence the' loose starc

Bue it does not trouble me, and then there is the

ady anta.ge of provxdmg you w ith SO much fun,’

‘ But surely there is no lack of laundﬂeq here"“

asked a friead,
'The laundry bill is wvery heavy. 'sai_d' I. 3 T‘he
charge for washing a collar is almost as much as its




pnce, and even then there is The oternal dependeuw j
. on ‘the washerman. I preler by far tc’ W"l'-‘.h my
‘thmga myﬂelf ) -

‘But I could not make my fnendb appmc:latp the
"_beauty of self-help. In cogrse of time I became an
expert washerman so far as my own work went, and
‘my washing was by no means inferior to laundry
i wé\qhmg My collar': were no luss stiff or shiny than

r.'_others !
L W ken Gokhale came to South Afru:a he had"
with him a scar{ which was a gift from Mahadeo
.~ Govind Ranade. He treasured the memento with the
utmost care and used it only: on special Occasions.
. One such occasion was the banquet given in his
honour by the Johannesburg Indians. The scarf 'was
‘¢reased and needed ironing. It was not possible to
isend 1t to the laundry and get it bnck in um:. I
'::offel ed to try my art, -
£ can trust to your'ca'pa_city as a lawyer, but not
. as a washerman, ' said Gokhale. ' What if you should -
‘s0il it ? Do you know what it means to me?’

. With this be narrated, with much joy, the story
of the gitt, I still }n"ﬂbted guaranteed good work,
3t his permission to iron it, and won his certificate.
After that I did not mind if the rest of the muld_
: refused me its certificate. . '
In the same way, as I freed myself from Slavery
to rhv iwasherman, I thréw off dependence on  the
" barber. All people who go to England learn there at
 Jeast the art of shaving, but none, to my knowledge,
“Jearn to cut their own hair, I had to learn that too.
1 once went to an English hair-cutter in Pretoria, He
,conremptuously refused to cut ‘my hair. I certainly
felt hort, but immediately purchased a pair of clippers
and cut my hair before the mirrot. I succeeded more
~or less in cutting ‘the front hair, but I spoiled the
.bark The friends in the court shook with !aughter.




' have been at'it?’

S st R B e
“What's wrong with your hair, Gandhi? Rats,

¥

1 touch my black hair, said I, ‘so I preferred to cut . |

it myself, na matter how badly.’ SR
The reply did not surprise the friends.

‘No. The white barber would not cdn‘deﬁtﬁé,nd'.tb; 10

The barber was not at fault in having tefused o'
cut my hair. There swas every chance of his :losing | |
his custom, if he should serve black men. We donot .\
allow our barbers to serve our untouchable brethren. |

"1 got the reward of this in South Africa, not onge,

| but many times, and the conviction that it was the

‘punishment for out own sins saved me from becoming
| The extreme forms in which my passion for. self-
help and simplicity ultimately expressed itself will be :

| “described in their proper place. The seed had been.
‘long sown. It only needed watering to take root, to. '

coutse.

flower and to fructify, and the watering came in due .
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THE BOER WAR

I muUst bklp many other experiences of the perwd' !

e ;between 1897 and | 1899 and come ! siraight to the

i IBoer War, :
- When the war was decia'red. my personal Sympas

. '.-I'.'ﬂl‘ies were all with thé Boers, but I believed then

. that T bad yet no right, in such cases, to enfotce my’
individua! convictions. [ have rmnmtdy dealt with the
Jinner struggle regarding this' in my history of the
| Batyagraha in South Africa, and I must not repeat
 the argument here. T invite the curious to turn to
/those pages. Sutfice it to say that my loyalty to the
British rule drove me to participation with the Bntlnh
/ dn that war, [ felc that, if T demanded rights as a
. British citizen, it was also my duty, as such, to parti-
cipate in the defence of the British Empire. I held . #
‘then that India could achieve her/ complete emancipa-
' 'tmn only within and through the British Empire. So.
I collected together as many comirades as possible,

o and | with very great difficulty got their services |

‘accepted as an ambulance corps. il

. The average Englishman believed that tha Indian.
. was a. coward; mc,apable of taking risks or looking
 beyond  bis immediate  self-interest, Many English
| friends, therefore, threw cold water on my plan, But
Dr. Booth supported it whole-hearterily He trained
s in ambuldn{:u work. We secured medical certificares .
of fitness for service. Mr, Laughton and the late
Mr. Escombe enthusiastically supported the plan, and
we applied at.last for service at the front. The
. Government thankfully acknowledged out application,
0 bt said that out services were not then needed. _
1 would not rest satisfied, however, with this
~refusal, Through the introduction ‘of Dr. Booth, I
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~¢alled on the Bashop of Natal The_re_'-'were many
| iChristian, Indians in our corps. The Bishop was
' dehghted with my proposal and promised to help us
in getting our setvices accepted.

Time too was working with wus. The Boer had--

shown more pluck, determination and bravery than

had been expected and our services were ultimarely =
needed.

Qur  corps was 1,100 strong, with_ nearly 40
. leaders. About three hundred were free Indians, and
. the rest indentured. Dr. Booth was also with us,
The corps acqmtted itself well, Though our work was
to be outside the firing line, and though we had the
protection of the Red Cross, we were asked at a
critical 'moraent to serve within the firing line. The
reservation had not been of our seeking, The autho-
rities did not ‘want us to be within the range of fire,
The situation, however, was changed after the repulse
at Spion Kop, and General Buller sent the message
that, though we were not bound to take the risk,
Government would be thankful if we would do so
‘and fetch the wounded from the field. We had no
' heswatlon and so the action at Spion Kop found us
working within the firing line. During these days we
had to march from twenty to twenty-five miles a
day, bearing the wounded on stretchers. Amongst the

‘wounded we had the honour of carrying soldiers like

General Woodgate ,
| The corps was dishanded after six weecks' service.
After the reverses at Spion Kop and Vaalkranz, the
British Commander-in-Chief abandoned the attempt

 to relieve Ladysmith and other places by summary

procedure, and decided to proceed slowly, awaiting
reinforcements from England and India,

. Our humble work was at the moment much
apolauded, and the Indians’ prestige was enhanced.

The newspapers puhhshed laudatory rhymes with the :

refrain, " We are sons of Empire afeer all’

L



_: MY EXPERIMENTb wrrﬂ TRU""H .

WQrk of the corps in his" despatch and the Ieadera-_.
L were. awarded the. War Medal.

The Indian community became be'tter or;,dmzed
I got into closer touch with the ' mdentured Indians.
| There came a greater awakening amongst them, and
. the fe.e‘mg that Hindus, Musalmans, Christians, Tamil-
_izm« Gujaratis and Sindhis were all Indians and
\childreny of the same motherland took deep root
\// amongst. them, Everyone believed that the Indians’
! grisvances were now sure to be redressed. At the
' ‘moment the white man's attitude seemed . to be

-'.'.--wnltes during (the war were of the sweetest. 'We had -
| come in contact withi thousands of tommies. They
| were {riendly w:th us and thankful for bemg there i
/| to serve them.
. I cannot forbear from recording a sweet remini-
;i --___q;;enc:x, of how human nature shows itself at its best
' in moments of trial.. We were martching towards
. Chievely Camp where Lieutenant Roberts, the son of
Lord Roberts, had received a mortel wound, Our
icorps had the honour of carrying the body from the
field. It was a sultry day ~-the day of our march.
i ._-Everyoma was thirsting for water, There was a tiny
" brook on the way where we could slake our thirst,,
Bur who was to drink first? We had propmed to
come in after the tommies had finished. ‘But they
'would not begin firse and urged us to do so, and for
» while a pleasant competition went on for mvmg.
% prec; dence to one anothPr.

General Buller mennoned wn:h apprﬁcmtwn t:he- R

“distinctly changed. The relations formed with the @
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R i has always been impossible for me to reconcﬂe a
myself to any one member of the body politic remaining

out ‘of use. I have always been loath to hide or
‘conmive at the weak 'points of the community or to

" press for its rights without having purged it of its
"wl blemishes. Therefore, ‘ever since my settlement in

1 Natal, T had been endeavouring to cléar the community

Ml charge that had been levelled against it, not

.| without 'a ‘certain amount of truth. The charge haa
often been made that the Indian was slovenly in his
. habits and did not keep hu house  and surroundings
¢leani The prmc1pa] men of the community had, there-

W fure, already begun to put their houses in order, but'

 bouse-to-house inspection was undertaken only when
_plaguc was reported to be imminent in. Durban. This

was done after «consulting, and gaining the approval of,

the city fathers. who had desired our co- ~operation. Our
co-operation made work easier for them and at the same

. time lessened our harddnps For whenever there is an

 ‘outhreak of epldemlcs the executive, as a general
bt rule, get impatient, take excessive measures and behave
to such as may have incurred their displeasure with a

/| bedvy hand, The community saved itself from this
i ,oppressmn by, voluntanly taking sanitary measureq

‘

Bus: I ‘had some bitter éxperiences. I saw that

. could not 5o easily count on the help of the commumty

in getting it to do its own duty, as I could in claiming

- for it rights, At some places I met wlth mgults,  at
others with polite mdnf{erence It was too much for

people to bestir themselves to keep their surrondings = -

clean. To expect them to find money for the work

was out of the question. These experiences taught me.




’bette:' t;han ever befnre that wmthout infinite patience
/it was impossible to get the people to do ‘any  work.
| It 1s the reformer who is anxious for the reform, and
' not society, from which he should expect nothing
» better than opposition, abhorrence and even mortal
R persecution, ‘Why may .nor society regard as retrogres-
% /sion what the reformer holds dear as life itself?
"1 Nevertheless the result of this agitation was that
~the Indian community learnt to recognize tnore or less
4 ‘the necessity for keeping their houses and environments
“clean. I gained the esteem of the authorities. They
isaw that, though I had made 1 my business to ven-
| tilate grievances and press for rights, 1 was to less
Ikeen and insistent upon self-purification.
-_* . There was one thing, however, which still ren}aa}ed
‘to be done, namely, the awakening 'in the Indian
settler of a sense of duty to the motherland. India
i was poor, the Indian settler went to South Africa in
1 search of wealth, and he was bound to conttibate part
"\ of his eatnings for the benefit of his countrymen in
‘the hour of their adversity, This the settler did during
‘the terrible famines of 1897 and 1899, They contributed
handaomely for famine relief, and more so in, 1899
than in 1897, We had appealed to Enghshmen also
for funds, and they had responded well Even the
indentured Indians gave their share to the comribunor Ll
t and the syscem  inaugurated at the time of these.
famines has been c¢ontinued ever since, and we know
':.hat Indians in  South  Africa ! never. fail to send
+ " handsome contributions LO India in times of muonal
ca]dmlty ;
Thus service of the Indnns in South Afru:a ever
b "revealed to fae new implications of truth at every
| | stage. Truth is like a vast tree, which yieids ‘more
:;

and. more fruit, the more you hurture it. The deeper

. the search in the mine of truth the richer the dis-

i\ icovery of the gems buried there, in the shape of
. )\ openings for an ever greater variety of service.




XTI
RETURN TO INDIA

On my relief from war-duty I felt that my work

| lwas no 'longer in South Africa but in India, Not
 that there was nothing to be done in South Africa,

but I was afraid that my main business might become

,mcrely mom.y-mak:ng \

_ Friends at home were also pressmg me to return,
and 1 fele that I should be of more service in Tadia,
And for the work in South Africa, there were, of
course, Messts Khan and Mansukblal Naazar. So I

requested my co-workers to relieve me.  After very -+
o greas difficulty my reguest was conditionally accepted,

the cond1t1on being that Ishould be ready to go back
to South Africa if, within a year, the community

~ should need me. | thought it was a difficult condition

but the love that bound me to the rommumty made

L me accept it.

: "The Lord has bound me.
W1th the cotton-thread of lave,
I am His bondslave,

sang M1raban And for me, too, the cotton thread of

love that bound me to the community was too strong

to break. The voice of the people is the voice of

".God and here the voice of friends was too real to
be rejected. I accepted the condmor and got their
; permlssmn to go. - |

At this time [ was intimately connected only with

~ Natak The Natal Indians batin_d m¢ with the nectar

of love Farewell meecings were arranged at every
place, and costly gifts were presented to me.

Gifts had been bestowed on nie before when T
returned to India in 1899, but this time the farewell

~Was overwhelmmg The  gifts of course mcluded,’:'_?_':




MY’ EKPE.RIMEN fS WITH ‘I’RUTH

1 gs in gold and sxlver but rhere were amcles uf
-"ct{y diamond as well.
What right had I to accupt all these gnm A(.u"pl'
: s them, how could I persnade myself that I was
"servmg the community without remuueratmn? All
the gifts, excepting a few from my clients, were purely
| for my service to the community, and I could make
' no diffetence between my clients and co-workers: for
| the clients also helped me 1n my public work.
, One of the gifts was a gold necklace worth fifty
. 'guineas, meant for my wife: But even that »gift was
_ given because of my public work, and’so 11: could not
"bu. sepamtc& from the rest.
0 'The evening I was presented with ‘the bulk  of
i these. things 1 had a sleepless night. I walked yp and
ﬂawu ‘my:room deeply agitated, but could “find no
. molntxon It was d]fflcult for me to forego gitts worth
. hundreds, it was more difficult to keep them. |
i And even if I could keup them, what about my
 children? What. abput' my. wife ? Thev were being
(trained to a lite of service and to an undewmudmg
“that service was its own reward,
" I had no costly ornaments in the hou:ae We Pdd
| been fast smph{ymg our life, How then could we afford
| 'to have gold watches? Hav. could we atford to wear
. 'gold chains and diamond rings? Even then L was
¢, exhorting people 'to' conquer the infatuation for
Vjewellery. tht was I now to do wn:h the ]eweilmy
-'that had come mponime? | 10
1. decided that 1 coufd not keep 'rhwe thmgs I

; drafted 4 letrer, creating a trust of them in favour of
‘the community and appointing Parsi Rustomii and
~others trustees. In the morning [ held a consultation
Cwith my. wife and childwn and flmlly got rid of thc
“heavy incubus,
e b knew ‘that T should have some difficulty in
. 'persuading my wife, and I was sute that I should
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~obave none. SO, far as. Lhe shildren were concems.,d Su
I decided to constitute them my attotneys. )
- The children readily agreed to miy p.oposal We i
: .',"do nat rleed these ' costly presents, wé must recurn . .
. them to the community, and shculd we ever need
them, we could easily purchase them, they said.

: I was dehghrad ' Then you will plead with motm i
won tiyou 2 1 asked them,

1" Certainly, " 'said they. ' That! is ou‘r.b_usines:‘s. She"
gyl ‘does" not need to wear the ornaments. She would wa
o to'keep them for us, and if we don’t want them, Wlw.

'.shou?d she not agr ee to pact with them 2’ -
/ But it was easier said than done.
"You may not need them, said my wife. "Your
_"l(:h;ldren may not need them. Cajoled they will dance
. to your tune. I can understand your not permitting
e to wear them. But what about my daughters-in-
U a2 ‘They will be sure to need them. And who
 knows ‘what will happen tomorrow 2 I would be the
g Iast pc.rson to part with gifts so lovmgly given.'
.Ani thus the torrent of argument went on,
reinforced 'in the end, by tears. But the children
: "'._\_.wer . adamant And I was unmoved. !

1 mildly put in: ' The children have yec to get
; ed. We do not want to see them macried young.
'-.-'-When they are grown up, rhey can take cate of them-
- selves, And: surely we shall not have, for out sons,
'_-,_-'brldes ‘who are fond of ornaments. And if after all,
s owe need to provxde_ them with ornaments, T am there.
You- will aqk me ‘then, ' ;
R Ask you? I km)w you by this time. You deprived
i 'me o{"’ my ornaments, you would not leave me in peace
with ‘them, Fancy you offering to get ornaments far |
the daughterb«m law ! You who are trying to make
sadhu&' of my boys from today [« No, the ornaments

.necklace ?

ot bL returned. And pray what ught have you



MY EXPERIMENT& WITH TRUTH

‘ But,” I rejoined,  is the necklace given you :
your servlce or for my service?’
‘1 agree. But service rendered by you is ‘as good
" as rendered by me. I have toiled and moiled for you
 day and night. Is that no service ? You forced all and
sundry on me, making me weep bitter tears, aud I
q!aved for them!' &
| These were pointed  thrusts, and some  of tham
‘went home. But I was determined to return the orna-
ments. I somehow succeeded in extorting a consent -
from, het. The gifts received in 18% and 1901 were
Jall returned. A trust- deed ' was ‘prepated, and they
‘were deposited with a bank to be used for the service
of the community, according to my wishes or to those
of the trustees.

Often, when I was in need of fui}ds for public
purposes, and felt that I must draw upon the trust,
1 have been able to raise the requisite amount, leaving
‘the trust money intact. The fund is 'still there, being
operated upon in times of need, and it has regularlv
‘accumulated,

_ I have never since Legretted the step,’ and as the
" wyears have gone by, my wife has also seen its wudom. ,
It has saved'us from many temprauons .
1 am definitely of opinion that a public woxker-
: should accept no cosﬂy gifts, - '
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IN INDIA AGAIN

30 I sa:led for home, Mauritius wis one of the W

ports of call, and 45 the boat made a long halt there,
I went ﬂShDrL. and acquainted myself fairly well with
the loeal conditions, For one night I wis the guest
‘of Sir Charles Bruce, the Governor of the Colony.
S After reaching India I spent some time in  going
! about 'the countey. It was the year 1901 when the

i Congress met at Caleutta under the presidentship  of

" M. (later Sir) Dinshaw Wacha. Ard I of course
attended it. It was my first experience of the Congress,
. From Bombay 1 travelled in the same train as Sir

‘Pherozeshah Mehta, 28 1 had to spéak to him about
. ?"tz'onditioﬁs'-'in-:Suut’h- Africa, I kdew the kingly styvle
- in which! ke lived, He bad engaged a special saloon
for himself, and I had orders to' take my oppottunity
of speaking to him by travelling i1 his saloon for one

stagé b tharefbr‘& went to the saloon and reported

y myself at the appointed seation, With kit were Mr.
Wacha, and Mr., (now Sir ) Chimahlal Setalvad. They |

| were discussing pt)lmcs As soon d$ Sit Phetozeshah
saw me, he sald, ‘Gandhi, it seems nothing can be
 done for you. Of course wé Wwill pass the resclution
you want. But what &'ightb- have we in our own
countty ? I believe that, 56 long as we hive no gower
in our own hmd you cannot fare berter in the |
Colonies. :
1 was taken aback' Mr Setalvad seemed to concur
in the view Mt. Wacha cast a pathetle look at me.
1 tried to plead with Sir Phetozeshah, but it was
out of the question for one like me 6 prevail upon
the uncrowned king of Bombay. I contented myself
with the fact that I should be aﬁowed to move my.
reso?unon ) -

18
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‘/

You will of course ahow me. the resolutron sald '

,_ M1 Wacha to cheer me up L thanked hun and left i

U'them at the next stop.

'So we reached Calcﬁtta. The Pre51dent was! talcﬂu-

to, hxs carap with greateclat by the Reception Committee.
I asked a volunteer where I was to go. Fle took me

to the Ripon College, where a number of dalegates

were being put up. Fortune favoured me. Lokamanya

was put up in the same block as I. i) h;xve a recollection
'_-that he came a day later.

And as was natural, Lokamanya wouid never be'_

_mthout his darbat. Were I a painter, [ c¢ould paint

him as I saw him seated on his bed —~so vivid is the
. whole scene in my memory. Of the numbetless people
' that called on him, I' can recollect today only one,
- namely, the late Babu Motilal Ghose, editor of the

Amvrita Bazay Patrika. Their loud  laughter and their

o talks about the wrong~doings of the ruling tace cannot:
' be forgotten.

v But T propose to examine in some derall tha

1 appomtments in this camp, The volunteers were
. clashing against one another. You asked one of them
'to do something. He delegated it to another, and he
nihis turn to a third, and 50 ‘on: and &3 for! the
' Idelegates they were neither here nor tiwre*

I made friends witha few volunteers. I t{)ld them-
some things about South Africa, and they felr some-.

what ashamed. I tried to bring howme to them the
-gecret of  service, They seemed to understand, but
service is no mushroom growth. It presupposes the
will firse, and then experience. There was no  lack
of will on the part of those good simple-hearted young
wmen,. but their experience was nil. The' Congress

would meet three days every yeat and 'then go to

sleep. What training could one have out of a three
days’ show once a year? And the delegates were of a
plece with the volunteers, They had no better or

longer training, They would do nothing: themselves.




“*ﬁalunteef‘do thts Volunteer do tifrat wex‘z !
constant orders, '
hven here I was faw o face with untom,hablhty

' m 4 fair measure; The Tamilian kitchen was fat away

from the rest. To the Tamil delegates even, the sxght

‘of others, wh:lst they were dining, meant pollution.

i So a special kitchen had to be made for them in the

i College compound, walled in by wicker-work. Te wis

 full of smoke which choked ' you. It was a kitchet,

' dining tooms, washroom, all in one -~a close safe w;th
'mo outlet. To me this looked Like a travesty of
,I&armdharma L O0f, 1 said to myself, there was sucﬁ-
: untouchabﬁlty butween the delegates of the Congress,

! one could well imagine the extent to which it existed

. amongst thelr constrtuents I heaved a sigh at the.
| thought. i (R
: “’There was n'o Jimit to  insanitation, Pools ' of

; '-wnt_er were everywhere.  There were only a fév_v'

. Jatrines, and  the recollection’ of = their’ stink sull 7
| oppresses me. 1 pomted it out to| the wvolanteers. /
They said pointblank: ' That is not our work, it is the |

scavenger’s work.) I asked for a broom. The man
stared at me tn wonder. [ procured one and cleaned
_the latrine. But that was for myself. The rush was
‘50 great, and the latrines were so few, that they
- needed frequent cleaning; but that was more than I
ould do, Scl I had to. content myself wich simply.

© . ministering to myself,. And the others did not seem |
-'.I.to maind the stench’ and the du't

. But that Was not ail Some of the ddegates did

'-_not scruple to use ‘the Verandahs outside their rooms

i for calls of nature at night. In the morning I pointed

~out the spots to the volunteers, No one was ready
‘to undextake the cleaning, and 1 found no’ one to!
share the honc.-ur with .me of doing  it. Conditions
bave sinae wmrdetably improved, but even today

Society

_llDut;. of | the Four Rindamental divisions ':3f HmJ,u
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CLERR AND BEARER

There were yet two days for the C ong.rq,sa session

to begin. I had made up my mind ' to offg:r my.
| services to ‘the Condresd offu,c in order to gain some '
'._‘-expertunce 50 ag soon as 1 had flmsh&.d the dally'

I'}“abiutmns on. arrwal a: Calcuttq.. 1 pzoceeded to the
~ Congress office.

' Babu Bhuphndranath Basu ami Sit. (1"10@11 werte
the secretaries. I went to Bhupenbabu and offered
| my services. He looked at me, and said: ' I bave -no
L owark, but pr‘ilbly (Jhosalbo.bu might ha.ve somethmg
ALY glve you. Please, go to him, Y . L

' So I went to hun He a(‘anned me and qqld wr.th :
ria smlle W can gwe you only CIEI,'I.L?LI wurk Wlll-

you do it?’

Certamly' said . '1 am heze to' do anythmg"

Culitha i3 not beyond my capacity.’

That is the right spirit, young man,' he said.
Addressing the volunteers who surrounded him, he

a_dded ‘Do you hea: what this young man :,ayh.?‘

Then turning to me hq pro;eeded f Well then,

~ here is a heap of Ietre;;s for disposal. Take that chaix
: .Iand begm As! you see, hundred's of people ;ome to

hsee me. What am I to do? Am I to meet them, or -

eam 1 to answer these busybodtes umndatl,ng me with
'ZIutterﬂ 5 ha\re no clerks to whom I can entrust this
‘work. Mq:.t: of | these | letters hqwc notbmg in/ them,

. but you will please look them through. Acknowledge
tbose that are worth it, and refez to me  those that'

nged a conmdered reply.”

1 was delighted at the confidence reposed in me. 7
SJt ("hosa “did not know me whm he gave me
the  work. Only later d;d he enquire ' about my}

uludenuais
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M\’ EXPERZ‘ME\TTS WITH TRUTH

i 1 iound my work very easymthe dlsposal of that '
heap ‘of ‘correspondence; T had done 'with it in no
time, and Sjt. Ghosal was very glad. He was talkative.
I-]e would talk away for hours together, When he |
learnt something from me about my history, he felr
'rather sorry to have given me  clerical work. But I
uassured him: ' Please don't worry. What am I
'before you? You have grown gray in the service of
' the Congress, and are as an elder: to me. I am but
A, nwxpenenred youth. You have put me under a
£ h debt of obligation by entrusting me. with this work.
_For 1 want to do Congress work, and you have
| given me the rare opportunity of unclarstandmg the |
! detalla
' To tell you bl truth said Sit. Ghosal Ltldt
is the proper spirir, But young men of today do mnot

vits birth, In fact I may claim a certain share with
Mz Hume in bringing the Congtess into being.’
" And thus we became good friends. He ingisted
/ ‘on my bhaving lunch with him.

i 8jt. Ghosal used to get his shite buttoned by his
" bearer. 1 volunteered to do the bearer's duty, and I
loved to do it, as my regard for elders was always:

| great When he came to know this, he did not mind

S oy doing little acts of personal service for' him.
" In fact he was delighted. Asking me to button his
" shirt, e would say, 'You see, now, the Congress
secretary has no time evert m button his shirt. He:
. has a‘waya some work to(deo.! §jt. Ghosal's naivete i
‘amused me, but did not create any dislike in me for
service of that nature. The benefit T recewed frnm_
athis service is incalculable,
: In a few days I came to know. the working
of the Congress. I met most of the leaders. I observed
the movements of stalwarts like (.xol-:hale and Surendra-
‘nath, 1 also noticed the huge waste of time there.
'I observed o0, with sorrow even then, the‘pmmment -

/i reallze it Of course 1 have known the Congress since






IN THE CONGRE&S

e Im the Cougnﬁs at Ia.sL.. The meensa pavilion
' and the volunteers in stately array, 2s alan the elders
 seated on the dais, overwhelmed me, I wondered
where I should be in that vast assemblage. .
] The presidential address was a book by itself. To
__ read 1t from cover to cover was out of the question.
0 Only a few passages were therefore read.
(000 Adter this came the election of the Sub;ects'
| Committee, Gokhale took me to the Committee
il I'meetmgs.
‘Sir Pherozeshah had of course agreed to admit
. my resolution, but I was wondering who would put
it before the Subjects Committee, and when. | Fot
1 there were lengthy speeches to every resolution, all in
" English to boot, and every tesolution had some well-
kuown leader to back it. Mine was but a.fee Ie plge
' amongst those veteran drums, and as the Dight Was
L closing in my hé ﬁ'ﬁ"*ﬁﬁ%i{“frast. The  resolutions com-
"ing at the fag-end were, so far as I can recollect,
_rashed theough.  at lightning speed, Everyone was
hurrying to go. It was 11 o'clock. 1 had' not the
' courage to speak. I had already met Gokhale, who
_Had looked at my resolution. So'I drew near his chair
o and whispered to him : ‘ Please do something for me.!
" He said: 'Your resolution is not out of my mind.
' You see the way they are rushing through the resolu-
tions, But I will not allow yours to be passed over.
“So we have done?’ said Sir Pherozeshah Mehta,
' No, no, there is still the resolution on  South
Africa. Mr. Gandhi has been waiting long, ' cried out
Gokhale. j ‘
“Have you seen the resolution?'  asked Sir
Pherozeshah. el i




: IN 'rm: CON&;RESS

Of cﬂurse i
A I}a you likq we
| 'Te is quite good.’ i
"Weil then, let us have it, C:andm
T read it trembling. _ i e
Gokhale supported it : #u""’g'f
Unammously passed,’ cried out everyorne. \;‘:" i
"You will have five minutes to speak gb it
Gandht, said ‘Mr. Wacha.

The procedure: was far from pleasmg to me. No
one had troubled to understand the resolution, every-
| one was in a hurry to go and, because Gokhale had
seen the resolution, it was not thought necessary for
the rest to see it ot undcrstand itl

The morning found me worrying about my speech,
What was I to say in five minutes? I had prepared
myself fairly' well but the words would not come 'to
me. I had decided 'nmot to read my speech but to
speak ex tempore. But the facility for speaking that [
had acquired in South Africa seemed to have left me

il for 'thc" Inomen't

' As soon as it was time for my resolution, Mr.

_'"--Waa.ha called out my name. I stood up. My head
- 'was ‘reeling, I read the resolution somehow. Somegtie

‘had printed and distributed amongst the delegates Copieq

. of a poem he had written in praise of foreign emigra~

tion. I read the poem and referred to the grievances of
Uithe: settIeLs in South Africa. Just at this moment Mr,
'Wacha tang the bell. I was sure I had not yet spoken |
for five minutes, I did not know that the  beli was
rung in order to warh me to finish in two minutes
. T had heard others speak for half an ‘hour o,
> guarters of an hour, and yet no bell was rung
for t:hem.‘ I felt hurt and sat down as soon as the
bell ' was rung. But my childlike intellect thought-
then that the poem contained’ an answer to S .
Pherozeshali® There. was no. question about the

1. See Chapter KIIT, Paragraph Thicd,







XTI
LORD CURZON DARBAR

'Ihe Congress was over, but 48 T had to mect 1he {
Chamber of (.,ummeme and various people in connec-
tion 'with work in South Africa, 1 stayed in Caleutta

for & month. Rather than stay thls time in & hotel,
i arranged to get the required introduction for a roony |

in the India Club. Among its members were  sonie

pmmment Indians, and I looked: forward to getting'

| into touch with them and interesting them in the
work in South Africa. Gokhale frequently went to this
club o play billiards, and when he knew that 1 was
to stay in Calcutta for some time, he invited me to

. stay swith him, I thankiully accepted the invitation,

but did not think it proper to go there by mysslf.
He wamad for 'a day 'or two and then took me

.'personally He ' discovered my | reserve and  said:

"Gandhi, you have to stay in the country, and this

| sort of reserve will not do. You must get into touuh
with ‘as many people as L?O"Slblt. I want you to d{y
_Longre«s work,’ .
it 1 shall record here an 1nc1dcnr in the Ind.a Club

A :befn}.‘e 1 proceed to talk of my' stay’ with Gokhale.

g

Lord Curzon held his darbar about this time. '

i 'Smue Rﬁ]as and Maharajas who had been invited to

‘the darbar were membexs of the Club. In the Club I

i alway found them- earmg fme Behgalee d}zom and

Dbefitting khamrmaal ‘and chmxng boots. ['.j
re:d:-' aﬂd mqutted of one of them _Lthe maqﬁn_,.-. ity

'now the Ln,sull:s we haw to put up w1th li't

ordet’ that We may possess our wedlth and tltlES, he

- ephaci

B _'




MY EXPERIMENTE: WITH TRUTH

But what about these khansama turbans .md
 these shining boots ?" I asked,
; ‘Do you see any difference between khamamas
Cand us? be replied, and added, 'they are our
hhansamas, we are Lord Curzon's khansamas, 1t T
were to absent myself from the Icizee, should have to
| suffer the consequences. If I were to attend it in my
usual dress, it would be an offence. And do you thipk
I am going to get any opportunity there of talking to
: . Lotd Curzon? Not a bit of it |’ ' :
et Towas moved to! pity for this plainspoken friend.
i This teminds me of another darbar.
_ At  the time when Lord Hardinge laid the
! foundation stone of the Findu University, there was
'\ a darbar. There were Rajas and Maharajas of course,
" but 'Pandit Malaviyaji specially invited me also to
W aeeend it, and T did so.

U0 T was distressed to see the Mahatajas budecked
ike  women — silk pyjamas and silk dchkans, pearl
necklaces round their necks, bracelets on their wrists,
‘pear] and diamond tassels on their turbans and besides
toall ithis, swords with gulden hilts hangmf., from thelr
SN waist-bands
Ty discovered that the.ae wete matgma not of thnr

' royalty, but of their 8lavery. I had thought that! they
must be wearing these badges of impotence of their

own free will, but [ was told that it was obligatory .

for these Rajas to wear all their costly jewels atsuch
functions. 1 also gathen.d that some of them, had a

. positive dislike for wearing these jewels, and that they

| mever yore them except on occasions ilke the. dqybar

) i 1 do not know how far ‘my information was

.--'correct. But  whether they wear them  on other
“ occasions or not, it is distressing enough to have to
attend viceregal darbars in jewels that ori‘ly'. some
women weart.
How heavy is the toil of Sing ahd wmngs tnat
-wealfh power and prestige exact from man! =




.

, XV].I
A MONTH WITH GOKHALE ------ 1

From the very f:rst day of my stay with bzm; :
Giokhale rnade me feel completdy at home. He #
treated me as though 1 were his younger brother, he 4
acquainted | Iumself with all my requirements and
arranged to see that I got all L needed. Fortunatels Ly b
| my wants were fow, and T had cultivated the %?ﬁal% e
A o self—heip, I'needed very. little personal attendance.
- He was deeply impressed with my habit of fwtdmg

for. mvself iy personal Clt"lnh!lt.‘sb, perseverance and’ |
regularity, and. would often overwhelm me with praise.

: He seemed ‘to Leep nothmg private from me, He'
vrould mtroauce m& to all the important pec:plu thar'
. called on him. Of these the one who stands foremost
in my memory is Dr ( now Sir ) P, C. Rayi: Hi‘_
Lived pracmcally next doo’r and ' was a very frequent!

is how he‘ mtroduced Dr. Ray ‘This' s
ﬂay ‘who, havmg a manch[;, s*uary of Rs 80(?

er'enc"e Betwaen Dr. Ray. as i‘é s
! d_to be then st dreS\ used t:o

; "".loth in t’nose days lfelt i could never
5] ‘._Ich of the talks betwaen txokhale. and Dr

Ec)ntalnxng. '.as they dld btmctures on publxc men. As:
a 1esu!t. sonte of those whom I bad regarded as ‘
stalwart flghters began to Ieok quite puny,




-'ehtions and fr1enr.iuhlps were ail iorpubhc sood. All?---'
his. talks had reference only to the goud of the country
d were' absolutely free from any. trace of untruth
s e msmcerity India’s poverty and’ ,;allb]Et.tl_O_ll L were!
\matters of constant and intense concern to him,
. Various people gsought 'to interest ‘him in d:ffgrentl-
"'thmjis But he gave every one ot them the same reply
.'-'You do the thing' yourself. lLet me  do my own
work. What I want is freedom for my country. After
(that is ‘won, we can ' think of other things. Today: '
at one thmg is enough to engage all my -time and.

¥

His reverence for Ranade could be. seeu every
poment. Ranade's authority was final in every matter,
\d he would cite it at every step. The anniversary
of Ranade death Cor birth, I forget which) occutred.
during moy stay with Gokhale, who observed it regularly.
There were with him then, besides myself, his friends .
. Prof. Kathavate and a Sub-Judge. He anv*ted usl to
take parf in the celebration, and in his speech he.
‘gave us his reminiscences of Ranade. He compated '
" incidentally Ranade, Telang and Mandlik. He eu'iagrrsed _-
' Telang s charming style and Mandlik’s greatness as'a.
reforier, Citing an mmance of Ma.ndhk‘b sohc;*ude

" once, having missed  his nsual tran"x ihe én{},dped a
special train so as to be able to atteud the court in
the interest of his client, But R.mada he edid; mwered'
s above ‘them il as a versatile | genius, He 'was not:
. onlv'a great JJdgc he was an equally “gre.lr hhtonan
an economist and reformer, Althotgh he! wm;-a-]udg,e
e fearlessly attended 'the Qongress, and ev’i:ryu e

-qucstlonlngly.ac,'cemed hig ' decisions, {.rokhale.s joy
knew no botnds, as he de‘:cnbed these qua’tmes of
head and heart w{uch wore all cun.bmcd in hzq nx;xster;"

for his clients, he told us an anecdoﬁc A ol how i

“had such confidence in his sagacity that lhey R E




,ave al imrae«-c&mage “‘..
__-knraw the cxrcumstanceq th,

| tramecar. in gomg abm.u flom pmce to plare? [s
e demgatory to a leader’s dlgruty ol

Slightly pained, he said, ' So you also have t.uled i

to understand me ! I do not use my Cotmeil allowances‘.

for my own persenal comforts, 1 envy your liberty

to, go about in tramcars, but { am sorry I ;,cmnot tlar i

likewise. When you are the vietim of aswide a1l

,'pubhaty as Iam, it will be difficult, if not Jmpossﬂﬁe o

tor you to go 1bout in a tramcar. There is no Teason i

to suppose that evervthing that the leaders do 15 with

a view to permndl comfort. [ love your simple hablt‘i'

1 live as szmp!y as [ can, but some expense s ah‘nos_

! rr\ewtable for a man hke ‘myself.’ ‘

! He thus badeﬂCtOKlIV disposed | of one of

. womplaints, but' there was another. whxch he cc}uld no

iy -dispose of to My satistaction. Rk

i SBut you do not’ even go out for walks, ' sud L,.

A o 1t surprising that you' should be always ailing?
Should publxc work h.ave no | time tor phyalcal T
e,xerc:se?’ -

G N R do you ever ‘fmd me free to go out for a
..Walk" ‘he rupilad
Jise -I._-'had-‘s'u;:_ i great regard {01 Gokhalr. thatiit
never strove ¢l him. Though thh reply was far
3 _from satls;fymg;_ me 1 ra.mmned silent. T believed then
i andIbel ¢ie v that, no matter what amount ¢
ot wor ha _J-‘-huuld always find some tithe R
1St a5 one does' for ‘one's meals. It is
imon that, far from takmg aw'xy fmm
'fnr work it adds Qe )




7] MONTH Wtrfi"GOT{;{ALE-— il

Wh;lst living ‘under Gokhalvq roof [ way far
from being o stay-at-home. i
0 1 had told my Christian fnends in South ‘Africa
:that in India I would meét the Christian Indians and’
Acduiaint myself with their condition. I had heard of
Babu - Walichatan Banetji and held him in high regard.

-Hé___-ook a prominent part in the Congress, and 1 had

the average Clristian Indian, who stood aloof from
the Congress and isolated  himself from Hindus and
Musalmans, I told Gokhale that I wag thinking of
,méeting him, He said; ' What is the good of your
ing him ? He is a very good man, but 1 am afraid
b i-w111 not satisfy you. I know him very well, How-
yar, you can certainly meet him if you like., )
o1 sought an appointment, which he readaly gave
"t When T went, I found that his wife was on her
. death-bed. His house was cimple, In the Congress
I had seen him in a coat and trousers, but T was

ishire; 1 liked his simple mode of dress, though T

' myself then wore a Parsi coat and trousers. ‘Without
Cimuch ado I presented my difficuledes to him, He |

. jasked : ' Do you believe in the doctrine | of (mgmal o
; ,'51!1? i I } :

b T oy ' said T ! :

: ''Well then, Hinduism offers no absolutlon there-
trom, Christianity does,’ and added: ‘The wages of

sin is death, and the Bible says that the only way of

deliverance is surrender unto Jesus.'

_ I put forward Bhabti-marga (the p"ifh of devo-
tion ) of the Bhagavad Glta, but to no. avall I

‘of the misgivings about him that 1 had about

.."""giad to find him now wearing a Bengal | dhioti and |



..?-Tf. went to roost places on foot f

b 'niet Justlée Mltter and Sit Gurudas Banerji, whose:-'i-

Chelp T’ wanted in my work it South Africa., And 10

about this time I.met Raja Six Pyarimoban Mukarji.

Kalicharan Banerji had spoken to me about the 110

. Kali temple, which I was eager to see, c_specmily as I
had read about it in books. So I went there one day,

Justice Mitter's house was in the same locality, and . |
I therefore went to the temple on the same day that .
(I visited him. On the way I saw a stream of sheep .

| going to be sacrificed to Kali. Rows of beggars lined
the lane leading to the temple. There wete religious
mendicants too, and even in those days I was sternly

| opposed to giving alms to sturdy beggars, A . cmwdl

of them pursued me. One of such men was foungd

seated on a verandah. He stopped me, ard accosted ¢ #

me: 'Whlther are  you going, my boy 7' Irepiied-

' to him.

. He askg.d aiy companion 'md me to sit down,
which we did, .

I asked him:' D.o-.y_Ou _:'re'g'ard- this sactifi&;e'as
religion 2"

‘Who wOuld regard kllhng of ammals as. rehg:on

Then. why don't you preach against it ?'
- 'That's not my busmass Om business s to
i Worshxp God, " :

: ' But Lculd you r_mt fmd any other piace in which
'to worshlp God 2

LAl places are equally good for us, The people

are like a flock of sheep, following where leaders lead

thsern It is no business of us sadhus.

We did not prolong the discussion but passed on. ;

to the temple. We were grected by rivers of blood.
I could not bear to. stand there. I was exasr:erared
and restless. I have never forgotten that s;ght
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