
C M Y EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH

shoes crammed their fe e t ;and the stockings stank with 
perspiration. Tile toes, often got sore. 1 .always, had 

■ my answers ready‘ o ail these objections. But I have 
an impression that it was not: so much the answers as 
the force of authority, that carried convection. T hey 
agreed to the changes' in; rites? as there was no alter-' 
native. In the same spirit and. with even uiote 
reluctance they adopted the use of knives and forks,.

< When my infatuation for these-signs -of civilisation 
wore, away, tnc.y gave up the knives and forks. After 
having become long accustomed to the new style., if 

.. t. was perhaps no less irksome tor them to return, co the 
original mode. But I can see today that we feel ail ■ 
the free.* end lighter for having *:nst off the. finSel of 
‘ civilization

On board the same steamer "with us were some 
relatives and acquaintances. These and other deck 
■passengers I frequently met, because, the boat belong- 
:ng to my client’s friends, I Was fret to . move about 
anywhere and everywhere I liked.

Smce the steamer was making straight for Natal, 
without calling at intermediate ports, our voyage was 

• of Only eighteen days. But. as though, to warn us 
of the coming real storm on land, i terrible gale 
overtook us, whilst we were only four days from 
Natal. December is a summer month of monsoon in 
the Southern hemisphere*..and gales, great and small, 
are, therefore, quite common in the Southern »  at 
that season- The gale in which we were caught was 
so violent and prolonged '“nat the .passengers became 
alarmed It was a solemn scene. All became one 
in face of the common danger. They forgot then: 
differences and began to think of the one ■arid only 
God — Muso.lm.ans, Hindus, Christians and all. Some 
rook various vows, The captain also joined the 
passengers in their , prayers, He assured them that, 
though the storm was not without danger, ■ he had had 
experience of many worse ones, and explained to them
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that a well-built ship could stand almost any weather.
■ But they were inconsolable. Every minute were heard 

sounds apd crashes which foreboded breaches and 
leaks. The ship rocked and rolled to. such an extent 
that it. seemed as though she would capsize at any ' 
moment. It was out of the question for anyone to

* remain on deck. ‘ His will be done ’• wa's the only 
cry on every tip So far as I can recollect, wc must 
ha<, c been in this plight for about twenty-four bouts.
At list the sky cleared, the sun made his appeal ance,. 
and the -captain said that the storm had blown over 
People’s faces beamed with gladness, and • with the i 
disappearance of danger disappeared also the name of

■ God from their lips. Eating and drinking, singing and 
merry-making again became the order of the day. The 
fear of death was gone, and the momentary '.meed of 
earnest prayer gave place to niaya. 1 There were of 
cour;e the usual namaz* and the pjayers, yet they 
had none of the solemnity of that dread hour.

But the storm had made me one with the . 
passengers, I had little fear of the storm, for I had 
had experience of similar ones. I am a good sailor 
and do not get sea-sick. So 1 could fearlessly move 
amongst the passengers, bringing them comfort and 
good cheer, and conveying to them hourly reports' 
of the captain. The friendship } tlrus formed stood 

■ me. as we shall see, in very good stead
The ship cast anchor in the port of Durban 

on the 18th or 19th of December. The Tiaderi. also 
reached the same day.

But the real storm was still to come.
1. j- tie famous word in Hindu philosophy which is hearty 

;  untranslatable, but has hc.cn frequently' translated in English is,
" delusion ’, ' illusion

2. The prayer prascribed by the Koran.



t h e  s t o r m

W e have seen that the tw o  ships cast anchor in 
the port 'of Durban on or about the I8th of December, 
No .passengers-are allowed to land at any of the South 
African ports before being subjected to a thorough 
■medical examination. If , the ship has any passenger 
sufTiring from a 'contagious ■ disease, "she has to undergo 
a period of.quarantine, /is there had been plague in 
Bombay when we set sail, we feared that we might 

A;. have to go through a brief quarantine. Before the 
examination, every ship has to fly a yellow Rag, which 
is lowered only when ihe doct or has certified her-to- 
be healthy. Relatives and friends of passengers are 
allowed to come on board only after the- yellow .flag 
has been lowered.

Accordingly our ship was flying the yellow flag,,
| when the doctor came and examined us. He ordered 

a five days’ quarantine because, m his opinion, plague 
germs took twenty-three days at the most to develop. 
Out ship was therefore ordered to be put in quarantine 
until the twenty-third day of our sailing from Bombay,

; Rut this quarantine order had more than health
reasons behind it.

The vyhitB; residents of Durban hod been agitating 
for our repatriation, and the agitation was one of the 
reasons for the order. Dada Abdulla and Go- kept us 
regularly informed about the daily happenings in die 
town. The whites were holding- monster meetings - 
every day. They were addressing all kinds of threats 
and at times, offering even inducements to Dada 

j .■ Abdulla and Co. They were ready to indemnify- the 
' Company if both the ships should be sent back. But

Dada Abdulla and Co. .were not the people, to be

II



afraid of threats. Sheth Abdu' Karim Haji Adam 
' ' was then the managing partner of the firm. He was 

determined to moor the ships at the wharf and _dis- ■ 
embark the passengers at any cost, He 'was daily 

' "Ending. me detailed letters. Fortunately the late Sjt, 
Mansiikhlal Naazar was then in Durban, having gone 
there to  meet me. He was capable and fearless and 
guided the Indian community. Their advocate Mr. 
Laughton was. an equally fearless man. He,, .c,imdemr,ed 
'tbe:,.£Q»d«eb,i£^he white .residents and advised, the . 
vomrn muy, not merely,as_ them paid .advocate,.but also 
.i* ihe'tf' uue iuedd.

Thus.Durban had become the scene of an unequal
duel. On one side there was a handful of poo/: Indians 
and a few of their English friends, and on the other 
were ranged the white men, strong in arms, in numbers.- . 
in education and in -wealth. They had also tfae: backing 
of the State, 'for the Natal Government openly helped 
them, Mr. Harry Escombe, who was the most influ­
ential of the members of the Cabinet, openly took 
part in their, meetings,

The real object of the quarantine was thus to 
coerce the passengers mto returning to India by some- 

* how intimidating them or the Agent- Company. For 
now threats began to-be addressed to us also: ‘ If you 
db not go hack, you will surely be pushed into the 
sea. But if you consent to return, you may even get 
your passage money back. ‘ I constantly moved amongst 
my fellow passengers cheering them up. I also sent 

'messages of comfort to the passengers ' of the s s. 
Nader*. All of them kept calm and courageous.'

W e arranged all sorts of games on the ship for 
the'- entertainment of the passengers. On Christmas 
Day the captain invited the saloon passengers to dinner. 
The principal among these were my family and I. In 
the speeches after dinner I spoke on Western civili­
zation. I  knew that this was not an 'occasion for a 
serious speech. But mine could not he otherwise. I



n
took part in the m rrm en t, but my heart was in the 
combat that war going on in Durban. For I was the 
mil target. There were two charges against me:

1. that whilst in India I had indulged in unmerited 
condemnation of the Natal whites;

2. that with a .view to - swamping Natal with 
'Indians I had specially brought the two shiploads ui 
passengers to . settle there.

I was conscious of my responsibility. 1 knew that 
: Dacia Abdulla and Co. had incurred grave risks on 

my account, the lives of the passengers.were m danger, 
and by bringing my family with me I had put their, 
likewise in jeopardy.

But I was absolutely innocent. I had induced no 
one to go to Nai.il I did not know the passengers 
when they embarked. And with the exception of a 
couple e£ relatives. I did not know the name and 

' address of even one of. the hundreds of passengers on 
board. Neither had T said, whilst in India, a word 
about the'whites in Natal that. I had not already said 
iri Natal itself. And I had ample evidence'in support 
of all that i had said.

I therefore deplored “he civilization of which the 
Natal whites were the fruit, god which they repre­
sented and championed. This civilization had till along 
been on my mind, and: I therefore offered my views 
concerning it in my speech before that: little meeting. 
The captain and other "friends gave-mc a patient: hearing, 
and received my speech in the spirit m which it was 
made. I do not know that it in any way affected the 
course of their lives, but afterwards 1 had long tqlks 
with the captain and other officers regarding the 
civilization of the W est. I had in my speech., described 
Western civilization as being, unlike the Eastern, pre­
dominancy based on force. The questioners pinned 
me to my faith, and one of them, “  the captain, sc 
far as I can recollect — said to me;

.
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' Supposing the whites- carry out their threats, how 
will you standby your principle of non-violence?' To 
•which 1 replied: 11 hope God will give me the courage 
and the sense to forgive them arid to refrain from : 
bringing them to law. I have no anger against them.
] am only sorry for their ignorance and their narrow­
ness. I know that they sincerely believe that what 
they are doing today is right and proper, I have, no- 
reason therefore to be angry with them."

The questioner smiled, possibly distrustfully. ■
Thus the days dragged on their weary length.

When the (.mrynine would terminate was still un­
certain. Tim Quarantine Officer said-that the matter ■ •:
bac! passed out of his hands and that, as soon as he J 
had orders from the Government, he would permit 
us: tadanci, 1 '

At last ultimatums were served on the passengers;, 
and me. W e were asked to submit, if we would escape- ■ 
with our lives. In our reply the passengers and I both ! 
maintained om right to land at Port Natal, and intimated •• 
our determination, to enter .Natal at any risk

At the end of twenty-three days the ships were 
permitted to enter the harbour, and orders permitting 
the passengers to land were passed.

:
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So the ships were brought into the dock a?id the 
.passengers began to go .ashore. But Mr. Elscombehad 
sent word to the captain that, as the whites were 
highly enraged against me and rny life was in danger,
my .family and I should be advised to land at dusk, 
when the Port Superintendent Mr. Tatum ‘would 
■escort us home. The captain communicated the: 
message to me, and I agreed to act accordingly. But 
scarcely half an hour after this, Mr, Laughton came 
to the: captain. He said: ‘ 1 ■■ would like.to take Mr. 
Gandhi with me, should he have no objection. As 
the legal adviser of the Agent Company I tell you 

■•that'.you are not bourn! to carry out the;message you 
have received frotn Mr. Escora.be.’ After this he came 
■to.me and said somewhat to this effect; ‘If you are 
not afraid, I suggest that Mrs Gandhi and the 
children should drive to Mr. Rustoaiji’s house, whilst 
you and I follow them on root , do not at all like 
the .dea of your entering the city like a thief in the. 
night, I do not think there is any fear of anyone 
hurting you. Everything is quiet now. The whites 
have all dispersed. But in any case I am convinced 
that you >ught not to enter the city stealthily.’ 
i readily agreed. My wife ana children drove safely 
to Mr. Rustomji’s place, W ith  the captain’s permission 
I went ashore with Mr. Laughton. Mr. Rustomji's 
house Was, about two miles from the dock,.

As soon as we landed, some youngsters recognized 
me and shouted ‘ Gandhi, Gandhi’, About half a 
dozen men rushed to the spot and joined in the 
shouting, Mr. Laughton feared that the crowd might 

*■ swell and hailed a,.ricksha1w. I had never liked the

■ V *• ' ’ -L'-, i'-r , | j , .s ivy, .V h‘‘\ ' ’
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idea of being .n a rickshaw.'This was to be my first 
experience. But the youngsters would not let me get' 
into it. They frightened the rickshaw boy out of bis 
life, and he took to his heels. As we went ahead, 
the crowd continued to swell, until it became-'- impos­
sible to - proceed . further. They first caught hold of 
Mr. Laughton and separated us. Then they pelted .me
with stones, brickbats , , am|..rotten  ̂;gs|jjts. Someone -
snatched awa'ytny "turban, whilst offers began to 
batter and kick me. 1 fainted and caught: hold of the r 
front railings.of a house and stood., there to get. my 
breath. But: it was impossible. They came upon roe 
boxing and battering. The wife or the Police 

: Superintendent, who knew me, happened to be passing: 
by. The brave lady carne up; opened her parasol ■ 
though there was no sun then, and stood between the- 
crowd, and me. This checked the fury of the mob.
(as it was difficult 'for. them to deliver blows on me 

; without harming Mrs. Alexander.
Mean-while- an Indian youth who witnessed the 

incident had run to the police station. The Police 
■ Superintendent 'Mr, Alexander. sent .a posse of men-to 
ring me round and escort me safely to 'my destination.

*' They arrived in time. The police station lay on our. 
way. As we reached there, the Superintendent asked 
me to take refuge in the station, but T gratefully 

• declined the-offer, : They are sure to quiet down 
when they realize their mistake,' I said. ‘ I. have.trust 
in their sense of fairness,’ Escorted by the police, I 
arrived without further harm at Mr. ■Rus'tomji’s place.
I had bruises all over, but no abrasions except in one * 
place.. Dr. Dadibarjor, the ship’s doctor, who was on .

- the spot, "rendered the best possible-help.
There Was quiet inside, but outside the whites 

surrounded the . house. Night Was .coming on, and the 
yelling crowd was shouting, ‘ We must have Gandhi.’ 
The quick-sighted .Police Superintendent was already-, 
there try-ifif to keep the crowds under control, not by



Jhriats, but by humouring ‘hem, .But be was not 
entirely free from anxiety. He sent me a message to _

. this effect:,‘ II you would save your, friend’s, house 
and. .property and also your family- you should escape 
from the house in disguise as 1 suggest.

Thus on one and the same day I, was. faced with 
tv o contradictory positions. When danger, to life had 
been no more than imaginary, Mr. Laughton .advised 

■ me to launch forth openly. I accepted the advice. 
When the danger was quite real, another friend gave 
me the contrary advice, and 1 accepted that too. 
W ho cap say whether f did so because I saw that my 
life was in jeopardy, or because I  did not want to put 
my friend's life and property or the lives of my wife 
and children m danger? W ho can. say' for- certain . 
that I was right' both when I faced the crowd in the 

...first instance bravely, as it was said, and when I 
escaped from it in disguise ?

, . It is idle to adjudicate upon the right and wrong
of incidents that have already happened. It .is useful 

l to understand them and, if possible, to team a lesson 
from them for the future, It is . difficult to say'for 
-certain how a particular mail would act in a particular 

• set of circumstances. W e can also see chat judging a 
:. . man from his outward act is no mojee than a cloubrful 

inference, inasmuch as it is not based .cm. sufficient 
data.

Be that as it may, the preparations for escape 
. .made, me forget my injuries. As suggested by the 

Superintendent, I put on an Indian constable’s-uniform 
and wore on my head a Madrasi scarf, wrapped 
round a plate to serve as a helmet.. Two detectives 
accompanied me. one of them disguised as an Indian 
merchant and with Iris face painted to resemble that 
pf: an Indian. T forget the disguise of the other, W e 
reached a- neighbouring shop by a by-lane arid, making 
our way through the gunny bags.piled, in the godown, 
escaped by the gate,of the shop .and threaded our

IfW’: 1' j. ' - £$ ' - ; . . V . , 1 - , '' '
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way through the crowd to a carriage, that had. been 
kept for me at the end of the street. In this we 
drove oh to die same police station where Mi, 
Alexander had offered me refuge short time before, 
and I thanked him and the detective officers.

Whilst f had'been .thus effecting my escape, Mr. 
Alexander bad kept the crowd amused by singing the. 
tune:

■ * ‘ Hang old Gandhi
On the spar apple tree. ’

When he was. informed of my safe arrival at the 
police station, he . thus broke the news to the crowd:
‘ Well, your victim has made good his- escape through 
a neighbouring shop. You had better go home ppw. ’

. . Some of them were angry, others laughed, some ' 
refused to believe the story.

'W ell then/ said the Superintendent, ‘ if you :do 
■not believe me. you may appoint one or two r ipresencm 
rives, whom I am ready to take inside the house.
I f ,they succeed in. finding out Gandhi, 1 wilt gladly 
deliver him to, you. But rh they fait, you must 
disperse. I am .sure that you have nc. intention, .of 
destroying Mr. Rustomji’s house or ol harming Mr. 
Gandhi's wife -and ■children, ’

The crowd sent their representatives to search
• the house, ■ They soon, returned with disappointing 

news, and the crowd broke ■ up at last, most of them
■' admiring the Superintendent's tactful handling of the 

% • situation, and a few fretting and fuming.
The late Mr,'Gfemfoerlain, who was then Secretary 

. of State for the Colonics, cabled asking the Natal
• Government to prosecute my assailants.• Mr, Eseombe 

sent for me expressed his regret' for the injuries I 
had sustained, and said: ‘ Believe me, I cannot feel 
happy over the. least little injury done to your person,
You had a right to accept Mr. Laughton’s advice 
and to face the worst, but Tam sure that, it you ' 
had considered my .suggestion favourably, these sad

. ' ■ , ■ ■ • ■ *
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occurrences would not have happened. If you can 
identify the assailants, I am prepared to arrest and 
prosecute them Mr. Chamberlain also de'sires me, to> 
do so.’

To which I gave the following reply.;
‘ I do not want to .prosecute anyone. It is 

•possible .that I may be able to identify one or two of 
them, but what is the use of getting them punished? 
Besides, I do not hold the assailants to .blame. They 
were given to understand that I had made exaggerated 
statements in. India about the. whites in Natal and 
calumniated them. If they believed these reports, it 
is no-wonder that .they, were enraged. The leaders 
and, if you will permit me to say so, vo-i are to blame. 
You could have, guided the people properly but you 
also.:believed Reuter, and assumed, that I must haye 

i indulged in exaggeration. 1 do not. want to bring a n y - 
one to book. I - am sure that, when die truth becomes- 
known, they will be sorry' for . their conduct,

‘ Would you. mind giving me this in writing?' 
said Mr. Escombe. ‘ Because I shall have to cable: 1 to 
Mr, Chamberlain to that effect. I do .n o t want you 
to make any statement in haste. You may, if you like, 
consult' Mr, Laughton artd your other friends, before 
you come to a final decision. I may confess, howe.ver, 
that, if you waive the right: of bunging your assailants 
to • book, you will considerably help me in restoring 
quiet." besides enhancing your own reputation.’

‘ Thank you, ’ said.-I. M need not consult anyone.
I had made my decision in the matter before f came 
to'you. It is my conviction that I should not prosecute 
the assailants, and I am prepared this -moment to 
reduce my decision to writing,’

With this1 I gave kirn the necessary statement.
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] had not yet left the police station, when, after 
two days, I was taken to see Mr. Escombe. Two 
constables were sent to protect me, though no such 
precaution was then needed.

On the day of landing, as soon as the yellow flag 
was lowered, a representative of Tne Napzl Advertiser 
had come to interview me. He had asked me a 
number of questions, and in.reply I had been able to 
refute every one of the charges that had been levelled 
against m e. Thanks to Sir Pherozeshah Mehta; I had 
delivered only written speeches in India, and 1 had 
copies of them all, as well as of my other writings.
I had given the interviewer all this literature and 
showed hrm , that in India I had said nothing which 
I had not already said in South Africa in stronger 
language. I had also shown him that l had had no 
hand in bringing the passengers of the Courland and 
N aderi to South Africa. Many of them were old 
residents, and most of them, far from wanting to stay 
in Natal, meant to go to the Transvaal. In those 
days the Transvaal offered better prospects than 
Natal to those coming in search of wealth, and most 
Indians, therefore, preferred to go there.

This interview and -ray refusal to prosecute the 
assailants produced such a profound impression that 
the Europeans of Durban were ashamed of their 
conduct. The peeks declared me to be innocent and 
condemned the mob. Thus the lynching ultimately ■ 
proved to be a blessing for me, that is, for the cause.
It enhanced the prestige of the Indian community in 
South Africa and made my work easier.

16
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In three or four days I went to my . house, and it 
was not long before I settled down again. The 
incident added also. to. my professional practice.

But if it enhanced the prestige ot the community, 
it also fanned the flame of prejudice against it. As 
soon as it wits proved that the Indian could put up a 
manly fight, he came to be regarded as a danger. 
Two bills were introduced in the Natal Legislative 
Assembly, one of them calculated to affect the Indian 
. trader adversely, and the, other to impose a stringent 
restriction on Indian immigration. Fortunately the 
fight for the franchise had resulted in a decision to 
the effect that no enactment might be passed against 
the Indians as such, that is to say, that the law 

,*■ should make no distinctions of colour or race. The 
language of the bills above mentioned made them 
applicable to all, but their object undoubtedly was to 
impose further restrictions on the Indian residents of 
Natal.

The bills considerably increased my public work 
and made- the community more, alive than ever to 
their sense of duty. They were translated into Indian 
languages and fully explained, so as to bring borne to 
the community their subtle implications. We appealed 
to the Colonial Secretary, but he. refused to interfere 
and the bills became law.

Public work now began to absorb most of my 
time. Sjt. Mansukhlal Naazar, who, as I have said, 
was already .in Durbar came to stay with me, and as 
he gave his time to public work, he hahtenecT my 
burden to some extent.

Sheth Adamji Mjyakhan had, in my absence, dis­
charged his duty with great credit. He had increased 
the membership and added about £ 1,000 to the 
coffers of the Natal Indian Congress. The awakening 
caused by the bills and the demonstration against the 
passengers I-turned to good account by making an 
appeal for membership and funds, which now amounted



• O  • THE CALM AFTER THE STORM ‘#

' A <0 ^ 5,00ij. My desire was to secure for the Congress 
d permanent fund, so that it might procure property 
of its own ami'then, carry on its work, out of the rent: 
oi tiiê  property. This was rny first experience of 
managing a public institution. I  placed my proposal 
before, my co-workers, . and they welcomed it. The ■ 
property that was purchased was leased out, and the 
rent was enough to.meet the current expenses of the 
Congress, .T ie  property was vested in a strong body 
of trustees and. is still there today, but it has become 
the source of much internecine quarrelling with the 
result that the rent oi the property, now, accumtikfn.-s ,, , t 
in the1 court,.. 4, n A  ‘

This sad situation developed after tny depadtlurr 
from South Africa, but my idea of having permanent 
W |  for public institutions under went a change long 
oefoi.e this difference arose. And now after considerable 
experience with the many public institutions which. I 
hay;-?, managed, it has become my firm conviction that 
it is not good to run public institutions on permanent ' 
funds. A. permanent fund carries in itself the seed of

moral fall of the institution. A public institution 
means an .institution, conducted with tie  approval, 
and from the funds, of the public. When such an 
institution ceases to have public1 support, it forfeits its. 
right to exist. Institutions maintained on permanent 
funds are often found- to ignore public opinion,, and 
are frequently responsible for acts contrary to it. In 
our ^country we-, experience this at. every step,-.Some 
of the so-called religious trusts have ceased to render 
any accounts. 1 he trustees have become-the. owners 
anti arc responsible to none, 1 have no doubt that 
the ideal is for public institutions to live, like nature, 
from day to day. The institution that fails to win 
public support has no right to exist as such. The 
subscriptions that an institution annually receives are 
a test of its popularity and the, honesty of its manage­
ment, and I am of opinion that every institution



should submit to that test. But let no one misunder­
stand me. My remarks do not apply to the bodies 
which cannot, by their very nature; be conducted 
■without permanent buildings. What I mean to say is , 
that the current' expenditure should be found from 
subscriptions voluntarily received from year to year.

These views were confirmed during the days of 
the Satyagraha in South Africa. That magnificent 
campaign extending over six years was carried on 
without permanent funds, though lakhs of rupees were 
necessary for it. 1 cart recollect times when I did not

1 know what would happen the next day if no subscrip­
tions came in. But I shall not anticipate future events..
The reader will find the opinion ■ expressed above 
amply borne put in the coming narrative.
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EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

When I  landed at Durban in January 1897, I had 
three children with me, my sister’s son. ten years old, 
and my own sons nine and five years of age. Where 
was I to educate them?

I could have sent them to the schools for 
European children,, but only as a matter of favour and 
exception. No other Indian children were allowed to 
attend them. For these there were schools established 
by Christian missions, hut I was not prepared to send 
my children there, as 1 did not like the education 

*  imparted in those schools. For one thing, the 
medium, of instruction would be only English, or 
perhaps incorrect Tamil or Hindi; this too could 
only have been arranged with difficulty. I could not 
possibly put up with this and other disadvantages. In 
the meantime I was making my own attempt tp teach 
them. But that was at best irregular, and I could not 
get hold of a suitable Gujarati teacher.

I was at my wits’ end. I advertised for an 
English teacher who should, teach the children under 
my direction. Some regular instruction was to be 
given them by this teacher, and for the rest they 
should be satisfied with what little I could give them 
irregularly. So I engaged an English governess on £  7 
.a month. This went on for some time, but not to 
my satisfaction. The boys acquired some knowledge 
of Gujarati through my conversation and intercourse 
with them, which was strictly in the 'mother-tongue. “
I was loath to send them back to India, for I  believed 
even then that young children should not be separated 
from their parents. The education that children 
naturally imbibe in a well-ordered household is



' . . .  ' > , ' ’ J j t

impossible to obtain in hostels."I therefore kept my 
children with me. I did send my nephew and eldku 
son to be educated at residential schools in India tor 
a few months, but I soon had to recall them. Later, 
the eldest son, long after he had come of age, broke 
away from me, and went to India to join a High 

. School in Ahmedabad. I have an impression that the 
nephew was satisfied with what I could give him. 
Unfortunately he died in the prime of youth after a 
brief illness. The other three of my sons have never 
been at a public school, though they did get some 

,, regular'. schooling: in an improvised school which I 
started for the children of Satyagrain parents in 
South Africa.

These experiments were all inadequate. I . could 
not devote'to the children all the time I had wanted #  
to give them. My inability to give them enough 
attention and other unavoidable causes prevented me 
from providing them with the literary education I 
had desired, and all my sons have had complaints to 
make against me in this matter. Whenever they come 
across an M. A. or a B. A.., or even a matriculate.

'they seem to'feel the handicap of a want of .school 
education

Nevertheless I am of opinion that, if I had 
insisted on their being educated somehow at public 
schools, they would have been deprived of the train­
ing that can be had only at the school of experience, 
or from constant contact with the parents. I should 
never have been free, as I am today, from anxiety on. 
their score, and the artificial education that they 
could have had in England or South Africa, torn from 
me, would never have taught them the simplicity and 
the spirit of service that they show in their lives 
today, while their artificial ways of living might have 
been a serious handicap in my public work. Therefore, 
though I have not been able to give them a literary 
education either to, their or to my satisfaction, I am.

( v | M Y  EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH .



not quite sure, us I look back on my past years that 
I have not done my duty by them to the best o f my 
capacity. Nor do I regret not having sent them to 
public schools. I have always, felt that the undesirable, 
traits l see today in my eldest son are an; echo, 
of my own undisciplined and unformulated early life. I ' 
.regard that time as a period of half-baked knowledge 
and indulgence. It coincided with the most impression­
able years of lr.y eldest son, and naturally he has 
refused to regard it as xny time of. indulgence .and 
inexperience. He has on the contrary believed that 
that was. the brightest: period of my life, and the 

* changes, effected later, have been . due to delusion 
■ miscalled enlightenment. And well he might. Why 
should he not think that my earlier years represented 
a period of awakening, and the later years of radical 
change, years of delusion and egotism? Often have I  
been confronted with various posers from friends,; 
What harm had there been, if 1 had given my boys 
an academical education?,W hat right had I thus to 
clip their wings? .Why should I have come in the 
way of their taking degrees and choosing their own 
careers ?

I do not think that there is much point in these 
questions. I have. come in contact with numerous 
students. I have tried myself or through others to 
impose my educational ‘fads’ on other children too 
and have seen the results thereof. There are within 
my knowledge a number of young men today contem­
poraneous with my sons. 1 do not think that man to 
man they are any better than my sons, or that my 
sons have much to learn from them.

But the ultimate result of my experiments is in 
the womb of the future, My object in discussing this 
subject here is that a student of the history of civili­
zation may have some measure of the difference 
between disciplined - home education and school 
education, and also of the effect produced cm children

§  ;  EDUCATION OF CHILDREN J
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• .''.^through- changes-introduced by parents in their lives.
The purpose of' this chapter is also to- show the 
lengths' to  which a votary;of truth is driven by his 
■experiments' with truth, as also- to show the votary of 
liberty how many are the sacrifices demanded by that 
stern goddess. Had I been without a sense of self- 
respect and satisfied myself with having fo r  my 
children the education that other children could not 
get,, I should have deprived them of the object-lesson 
in liberty and self-respect that I gave them at the 
cost Of the literary training. And where a choice has 
to be mads between liberty and* learning, who will 
not say that the former has to be preferred a thousand 
times to the latter?

The youths whom I called out in 1920 from those 
citadels of slavery — their schools and colleges — and 
whom I advised that it. was far better to remain 
unlettered and break stones for the sake of liberty 
than to go in for a literacy education in the- chains 
of slaves will probably be. able now to trace my 
advice to its source.

%  1  • j 1
fi. - • s • ... •
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, VI
SPIRIT OF SERVICE

My profession progressed satisfactorily, but that was * 
far from satisfying me, The question of further simplify­
ing my life and of doing some concrete act of service 
to ray feilowmen had : been constantly agitating me,
■when a leper came to my door. I had not the heart 
to dismiss him with a meal. So I offered him shelter, 
dressed his wounds, and began'to look after him. But 
I could not go on like that indefinitely. I could not 
afford; I lacked the will to keep him always with 
me. So I -sent him. to the Government Hospital for 

f  indentured labourers.
But X was still ill at ease. I longed for som e» 

humanitarian work of a permanent, nature. Dr, Booth 
was the head of the St, Aldans Mission. He was a 

•kind-hearted man and treated his patients free. Thanks 
to Parsi Rustomji’s charities, it was possible to open a 
small charitable hospital under Dr. Booth’s charge. I  * 
felt strongly inclined to serve as a nurse in this 
hospital The work of dispensing medicines took from, 
one to two hours daily, and I made up my mind to 
find that time from my office-work, so as to be able 
to' fill the place of a compounder in the dispensary 
attached to the hospital Most of my professional 
work was chamber work, conveyancing and arbitration.
I  of course used to have a few cases in the magistrate’s 
court, but most of them, were of, a non-controversial 
character, and Mr. Khan, who had followed me to 
South Africa and was then living with me, undertook, 
to take them if I was absent, So I found time to 
serve in the small hospital. This meant two hours 
every morning, including the time taken m going to 
and from the hospital. This work brought me some



" peace. It  consisted in ascertaining the patient's 
complaints, laying.- the facts before ’ the doctor and 
dispensing the prescriptions, f t  brought me in close 
touch with suffering Indians,’.most of them indentured 
Tamil, Telugu or North India men.

The experience stood me in good stead, when 
during the' Boer W ar I offered my services for nursing 
the sick and wounded soldiers.

The question of the rearing of children had been 
ever before me, I had two sons born in South Africa, 
and ray service in the hospital was useful in solving 
the question of their upbringing. My independent 
spirit was a constant source of trial. My wife and I  
had decided to have the best medical aid at the time 
of her delivery, but if the doctor and the nurse were 
to leave us in the lurch at the right moment, what 
was I to do? Then the nurse had to be an Indian.. 
And the difficulty of getting a trained Indian nurse 
in South Africa can be easily imagined from the 
similar difficulty in. India. So I studied the things 
necessary for safe labour. I read Dr. Tribhuvandas . 
book, M a-ne Sh.ikha.man — Advice to a m other- and 
X nursed both my children according to the instructions 
given-in the book, tempered here and there by such 
experience as I had gained elsewhere. The services 
of a nurse were utilized — not for more than two 
months each tim e— chiefly for helping my wife, and 
not for taking care of the babies, which I did myself.

The birth of the last child put me to the severest 
test. The travail came on suddenly. The doctor was not 
immediately available, and some time was lost in 
fetching the midwife. Even if she had been on, the 
spot, she could not: have helped delivery. I had to 
see through the safe delivery of the baby. My careful 
study of the subject in Dr. Tribhuvandas’ work was 
of inestimable help. 1 was not nervous.

I  am convinced that for the proper upbringing'of 
children the parerfis ought to have a general

C ^ 2 5 0  MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH ^ S L
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knowledge of the care and nursing of babies. At 
every step I have seen the advantages of my , careful 
study of the subject. My chidren would nht have 
enjoyed the general health that they do today, had I 
not studied the subject and turned my knowledge to 
account. W  '. labour under a sort of superstition that 

ithe child has nothing to learn during" the first five 
I years of its-life. On the contrary the fact- is that 
the child never learns in after life what it does in its 

i first five years. The education of the child begins 
with conception. The physical 'land mental states of 
the parents at .the moment of conception are re­
produced in the baby. Then during the period of 
pregnancy it continues- to be affected hy the mother’s 
moods, desires and temperament, as also by her ways 
of life. After birth the child imitates the parents, 
and for a considerable number of years entirely 
depends on them for its growth.

The couple- who realise these things - will never 
have sexual union for the fulfilment of their lust, but 
only when they desire issue. I think it is the height 
of ignorance to believe that the sexual act is an mde- 

* pendent function necessary like sleeping or eating. 
The world depends for its existence on the act of 
generation, and as the ■world is the play-ground of 
God and a reflection of His glory, the act of genera­
tion should b e ‘controlled for the ordered growth of 
the world. He who realizes this will control his lust 
at any cost, equip himself with the knowledge neces­
sary for the physical, mental and spiritual well-being 
of his progeny, and give the benefit of that know­
ledge to posterity.
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BRAHMACHARYA ~  I

We now reach the stage in this story when I 
began seriously to think of taking the brahmacharya 
vow. I  had been wedded to a monogamous ideal ever 
since my marriage, faithfulness to my wife being part 
of the love of truth, But it was .in South -Africa 
that I came to realize the importance of observing 
brahmacharya even with respect to my wife, I cannot 
definitely say what circumstance or what book it was, 
that: set my thoughts in that direction, but 1 have a. 
..recollection that the predominant factor was the 
influence of Raychandbhai, of whom I have already, 
written. I can still recall a conversation that I had 
with him. On one occasion 1 spoke to him in high 
praise of Mrs. Gladstone’s devotion to her -husband. 
I had read somewhere that Mrs. Gladstone insisted 
on preparing tea for Mr. Gladstone even in the House 
of Commons, and that this had become a rule in. 
■the life of this illustrious couifle, whose actions were 

: governed by regularity. I spotcfs of this to the poet, 
* and incidentally eulogized conjugal love. ' Which of 

tae two do you prize more,’ asked Raychandbliai, the 
love of Mrs. Gladstone for her husband as his wife, 
or her devoted service irrespective of her relajiior to  
Mr. Gladstone.? Supposing she had been his sister, or 
his devoted servant, and ministered to him with the 
■same attention, what would you have said ? Do we 
not have instances of such devoted sisters or servants ? 
Supposing you had found the same loving devotion in 
a male servant, would, you have been pleased in the 
same way as in Mrs. Gladstone’s' case ? Just examine 
the view point suggested by me.’

Raycbandbhai Was himself married. I have :an 
impression that at the moment his words sounded
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harsh, but they gripped me irresistibly. The devotion 
of a servant was, I felt, i thousand times more praise­
worthy than that of a wife to her husband. There 
was nothing surprising in the wife’s devotion, to her 
husband, as there was an indissoluble bond between.' * 
them. The devotion was perfectly natural. But it 
required' a special effort to cultivate .equal devotion: 
between master and servant. The poet’s point of 
view began gradually to grow' upon me.

What then, 1 asked myself, should be my relation 
with my wife Did ray faithfulness consist in making; 
my wife the instrument of my lust? So long as I was 
the slave of lust:, my .faithfulness was worth nothing.
To he fair to ray wife, I must say that she was never 
the temptress. It was therefore the easiest thing for 
me to take the vow of h\>kmaci\arya, if only I willed 
it. It was my weak will or lustful attachment' that 
was the obstacle.

Even after my conscience had been roused in the 
matter, I failed twice, I failed because the motive 
that actuated the effort was none the highest. My 
main object Was to escape having more children 
Whilst in England I had read something about 
contraceptives. I have already, referred .to Dr. Ailin'- "l 
son’s birth control propaganda in the chapter on 
Vegetarianism, If it had some temporary effect on 
me, Mr, Hill’s opposition to those methods and his 
advocacy of internal effort as opposed tc outward 
means, in a word, of self-control, had a. far greater- 
effect,, which in due time came to be abiding. Seeing,, 
therefore, that I. did not desire more children I began, 
to strive after self-control, There was endless difficulty 
in the task. We .began to sleep in separate beds. I 
decided to retire to bed only after the day’s work had 
left me completely exhausted. All these efforts did 
not seem to bear much fruit, but when I  look back 
upon the past, I feel that the final resolution was the 
cumulative effect of those unsuccessful strivings.
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The final resolution could only fee made as late 
as 1906. Satyagraha had not then been started. I had 

. not the least notion of its coming. I was practising 
in Johannesburg at the time of the Zulu ‘ Rebellion’• 
in Natal, which came soon after the Boer War. I 
felt: that l must offer my services to the Natal Govern­
ment on that occasipn. The offer was accepted, as w? 
shall see in another chapter. But the work set me 
furiously thinking in the direction of self-control, and 
according to my wont I discussed my thoughts with 
my co-workers. It became my conviction that pro­
creation and the consequent care of children were 
inconsistent with public service. I  had to break up 
my household at Johannesburg to be" able to serve 
during the 'Rebellion’. Within one month of offering 
my services, I bad to give up the house I had so 
carefully furnished. I took my wife and children to 
Phoenix and led the Indian ambulance corps attached 
to the Natal forces. During the difficult marches that 
had then to be performed, the idea flashed upon rnc 

| that if  I wanted to devote myself to the service of 
; the community .in this manner, I must relinquish the 
I desire for children and wealth and live the life of a 
mnffPrastha — of one retired from household cares,

The 1 Rebellion’ did not occupy'me for more than 
six weeks, but this brief period proved to be a very 
important epoch in my life. The importance of vows 
grew upon me more clearly that's ever before. I realized 

v that a vow, far. from closing the door to real freedom, 
opened it Up to this time I had not met with success 
because the will had been lacking, because I  had had 
no faith in myself, no faith in the'grace of God, and 
therefore, my mind had been tossed on the boisterous 
sea of doubt. I realized that in refusing to take a vow 
man was drawn into temptation, and that to be bound 
by a vow was like a passage from libertinism -to a real 
monogamous marriage. ‘ I believe in effort, X do not 

■ '  want to bind myself with, vows,’ is:the mentality of.
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"  'weakness and betrays a subtle desire for the thing to 
be avoided. • Or where can be the difficulty in making 
a final decision7 I vow to flee from the serpent which 
I know will bite me, I do not simply make .an 'effort 
to flee from him, I know that mere effort may rnean 
certain death, Mere effort means ignorance of the 
certain fact that the serpent is bound to kill me. The 
fact, therefore, that I could rest content: with an 
effort only, means that I .have; not yet clearly realized 
the necessity of definite . action. ‘ But supposing my 
views are changed, in the future, how can I bind myself 
by a vow? ' Such a doubt often deters us. But that h ' 
doubt also betrays a lack of dear perception that a • i 
pardculat thing must be renounced. That is why i
Nishkulanand has sung:

‘ Renunciation without aversion is not lasting. 1 v f
Where therefore the desire is gone, a vow of renun­
ciation is the natural, and inevitable fruit.

f . b/bdwV;. .. ' i, ' |
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, ■ •• .Alter full discussion and .mature deliberation I
took the vow in '.1906. I had not shared my thoughts 
with. my wife until then/but only consulted her at the 
time of taking the vow. She had no objection. But 
I had great difficulty in making the final resolve. I 
had not the necessary strength. How was* I to 
control my passions? The elimination: of carnal 
relationship with one's wife seemed then a strange 
thing. But I launched forth with faith in the sustaining 
power of God,

As ! look back upon the twenty years of the vow, I 
am filled with pleasure and wonderment. The more or 
less successful practice of self-control had been going 
on since 1901. But the freedom, and joy that came 
to me after taking the vow had never been experienc­
ed before 1906. Before the vow I had been open to 
being overcome by temptation at any moment. Now 
the vow was a sure shield against temptation. The 
great potentiality of braiimacharya daily became more 
and more patent to me. The vow was taken when I 
was in Phoenix. As soon as £ yva- Iree from ambuUntfe 
work, I went to Phoenix, whence I had to return to 
Johannesburg. Ia about a month of my returning 
there, the foundation of Satyagraha was laid. As 
though unknown to me,. the brakitiacharya vow had 
been .preparing me for it, Satyagraha had not been a 
preconceived plan. I t  came on spontaneously, without 
my having willed it. But I could see that all my 
previous steps had led up to that goal. I  had cut 
down my heavy household expenses at Johannesburg 
and gone to Phoenix to take, as it were, the 
btahmackarya vow.

.
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■ ; . The knowledge that a perfect observance
brahmacharya means realization of brahman, l did not 
owe to a study of the Shastras. It slowly grew upon 
me with experience. The sliastraic„tr^ts on the subject.
I read, only later in life. Every'clay of the vow has 

.taken me nearer the knowledge that in braJmayharya 
lies the protection of the body, the.mind and the soul 
.For brahmacharya was now no process of hard 
penance, it was a matter of consolation and joy, 
Every day revealed a fresh beauty in it.

But if it was a matter of ever-increasing joy, let 
no one believe that it was an easy thing for me 

.Even when" I am past fifty-six years., I. ..realize 'how 
b;u:d a thing it is, Every day I realize mote arid i:. 
more that it is like walking on the sword's edge, and 
I see every moment the necessity for eternal vigilance, . .

Control of the palate is the first essential m the 
observance of the vow. 1 found that complete control 
of the palate made the observance very easy, and so,

. I now pursued my dietetic experiments not merely / 
from the" vegetarian’s but also from the brakmacharis y 
point of view. As the result of these experiments i 
saw that the brahracchans food should be limited,, 
simple, spiceless, and, if possible, uncooked.

Six years, of experiment have showed me that the 
bmkrmchari's idea’ food is fresh fruit and nuts. The; 
immunity from passion that l  enjoyed when I lived 
on this food was unknown to me after I changed 
that diet. Brahmacharya needed no effort on my part- 
in South Africa when I lived On fruits and nuts alone, 
it has been a matter of very 'great: effort ever since 
I began to take milk. How I had to go back to milk 
from a fruit dier will be considered in,its.proper place.
It is enough-, to observe here that' I have not the 
least doubt that milk diet makes the brahmacharya 
vow difficult, to . observe. Let no one deduce from - * 
this that all brahmachai% must give up milk. The 
effect on brahmacharya of different kinds of food can

17
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determined only alter numerous expesunents,. T' 
have yet to find:a fruit-substitute' for milk which is 

... an equally good muscle-builder and easily digestible., 
c i The doctors, vaidyas and hakims have, alike failed 'to 

enlighten me. Therefore, though I know milk to.be 
■•': • partly a stimulant, I cannot, for the time being,.advise-,

, anyone tc give it up.
■ ,• As an external aid to hrahmacharya, fasting is as 
necessary as selection and restriction in diet. So i 

' overpowering arc the senses that {hey can be kept 
under control only when they are completely hedged 
.to. .on all .sides, from above and from beneath. It is 
common knowledge that they .'are powerless without 

*' food, and so fasting undertaken with a view to control 
'■.of the senses is, I have no doubt, very helpful. With 

some, fastuig is of no avail, because assuming that 
mechanical fasting alone will make them immune, they 

. keep their bodies without food, but feast their minds 
open, 'all sorts of delicacies, thinking all lire white 

':-b 'what they will eat and what they will drink after the 
fast terminates. Such fasting helps them in controlling 

■ ■ .  neither palate nor lust Fast,ai.g is;, useful, when mind 
co-operates with .starving body, that is to say. when it 

' cultivates a distaste for the 'objects that are denied 
to the body: Mind is at the root of all sensuality.

■ Fasting, therefore, has a limited' use,. a fasting man.
\ may. continue, to be swayed by passion, But.it may 
, be said that extinction .of the sexual passion is as a 

rule iihpossible without fasting, which may be said to 
be indispensable for the observance ot hrahmacharya. 
Many aspirants after hrahmacharya fad, because ip the 
use ot their .other senses they want to carry on like 
chose who are not bvdkmacharis. Their effort is, there- 

' fore, identical, with the effort to experience the bracing 
cold of winter in the scorching ' summer months,
1 .Liere should be a clear line between the life of a 
Irrahmachari and. of one who is not. The resemblance 
that there is between the two is only apparent. The'
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inction ought to be clear as daylight. Both uhe 
ttu.tr eyesight, but whereas the brahmachari us. > it 
to sea the glories of God, the other uses it to sea the 

.. .frivolity around him. Both use their ears, but whereas 
,>•< the one hears nothing but praises of God, the other 

feasts his ears' upon ribaldry. Both often keep late 
hours, but whereas the one: devotes them to prayer, 
the other fritters them away in wild and wasteful 
mirth. Both feed the inner man, but the one ■ only to 
keep the .temple of God in good repair, while the 
other gorges himself and makes the sacred vessel a 
stinking gutter. Thus both live-as the poles apart, . 
ami the distance between them will grow and not 

- diminish with the "passage of time.
Endhmacharya means control of the senses, if), 

.thought, word and deed. Every day I have, been, 
realizing more and more the necessity for restraints 
of the kind I have derailed above. There is no limit 
to the possibilities of renunciation, even as there is 
none to those of brahmacharya, Such bt ahtnaebarya is 
impossible of attainment by limited effort. For.. many 
it must remain only as an ideal. An aspirant after 
brahmacharya will always be conscious of his short- % 
comings,, will seek out the passions lingering .in the " 
Innermost recesses of his heart and will incessantly 
strive to get rid of them. So long as thought is not 
under complete control of the will, brahmacharya in 

' its fulness is absent. Involuntary thought !? an - 
affection of the mind, and curbing of thought, there­
fore, means curbing of th e : mind which is even more, 
difficult to curb than the wind. Nevertheless the 
existence of God within makes even, control of the 
mind possible. Let no one think, that it is impossible 
because, it is difficult. It  is the highest goal, and it 
is no wonder that the highest effort should be 
necessary' to attain it.

But it was alter coining to India that I .realised 
that such brahmacharya was impossible to - attain by



f 0Tt V ndI then 1 had been la b o u r in g  J
 ̂  ̂m, u , hr\ , " S]°rV hat' tru,r diet akme wouid enal/cme to eradicate all passions, and T had flattered
, myself with the - belie* that 3’ h-id nniKm t * ,: p * mat. j, nacj nothing .inore to do..

'irveele*  ’ M USt i f ntIeipate the chapter  of my 
' t h o t X  r 7  le\ mC Make ir clea* that those 

nL r  A ° USf Ve tvith a view to
‘P o  *  God need not despair, provided their faith in
S  J  eqiial confidence in their own effort,

t^swinr q< ^  f ^ % n'
■ The sense-objects turn away from an abstemious soul 
leaving the relish behind. The relish also disappears.

rtame 1andr HhZa« ?n 0< ^ , H igb£ht'1 T herefore  His name and His grace are the last resources of the
aspirant after mokska. This truth came ro me only 
after my return to  India. • ' 5

■■ Bhagavad Gita, 2-59,
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SIM P L E  LIFE

I had started on a life of ease and comfort, but the 
Experiment wais:short-lived. Although 1 had furnished 
the house with care, yet it failed to have any hold 
on me. So no sooner had I ' launched forth, on that 
life, than I began to cut down expenses. The washer- !
man’s bit! Was heavy, and os' he was besides by no |
means noted for his punctuality, even, two to three;- ;yj 
dozen shirts and collars proved insufficient fpr me. 
Collars had to be changed daily add shirts, if not : 
daily, at least: every alternate day. This meant a double 
expense, which appeared to me unnecessary. So l 
equipped myself with a washing outfit to save <t. 1 
bought a book on washing, studied the art and taught 
it-also to my wife. This no doubt added to ray work, 
but its novelty made it a pleasure.

I shall never forget the first collar that I washed 
-myself. I bad used 'more starch than necessary, the 
iron had not been made hot enough, and for fear of 
burning the -.collar 1 had. not pressed it; sufficiently.
The result was that, though the collar was fairly 
stiff, the superfluous starch continually dropped off it.
1 went to court with the collar on thus inviting the 
ridicule -of .• brother -barristers, but .even in. those days 
1. could lx* impervious to- ridicule.

‘ Well.,’ said I, ‘ this is my first experiment at 
washing my own collars and hence the loose .‘starch.
But it does not trouble me, and than there is the 
advantage of providing you with so much fun.'

'B u t surely there is no lack of laundries h e re ? ’ 
asked a : friend, '

“The laundry bill is very heavy,' said I. ‘ The 
charge for washing a collar is almost as much as its

, .  '



price, and even then there is the eternal dependence 
on the washerman. I prefer by far to wash nn 

• " things myself. ’ • ■ 1 , ‘ ,
But I could not make my friends appreciate the-: 

beauty of self-help. In ce|$rs.e of time I  became..' .ait 
expert washerman so far as ray own work went, and 
my washing was -by no means inferior to laundry 
washing. My collars were no less stiff or shiny than 

1 others,;
When Gokhale came to South Africa, he had 

with him a scarf which' was a gift from Muhadeo 
Govrnd Rauade. He treasured the memento with the 
utmost care and used it only- on special occasions. 
One such occasion was the banquet given in his 
honour by the Johannesburg .Indians, The scarf was 
creased and needed ironing. It was not possible to 
Send it to the laundry and get it back in time. I  
offered to try my art.

‘ I can trust to your capacity as a lawyer, but not 
as a washerman,' said Gokhale. ‘ What if you should 
soil it?  Do you know what it means to m e ? ’

With this he narrated, with much joy, the .story 
of the gift. I  still insisted, guaranteed good Work, 
got his permission to iron it, and won his certificate,:

,?! After that: I did not mind if the rest of the world 
refused roe its certificate.

In the 'same, way, as I freed myself from slavery 
to thewasherman, I threw off dependence on the * 
barbei. All people who go to England learn there at 
least the att of shaving, but none, to my knowledge,, 
learn to cut their own hair. I had to learn that too,
X once went to an English hair-cutter in Pretoria. He 

, contemptuously refused to cut roy;. hair. I certainly 
felt hurt:, but immediately purchased a pair of clippers •* 
and cut my hair before-the, mirror. I succeeded more 
or less in cutting the front hair, but I spoiled the 
hack. The friends in the court shook with laughter.
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'W hat’s wrong with your hair, Gandhi? Rats 
have been, at it? 1

"No. The white barber would not condescend to 
touch• my black hair,’ said k so I preferscd to mn 
it myself, no matter .how badly.’

' The reply did not surprise the friends.
The barber was not at fault in having refused to , 

cut my hair. There was every chance of his losing 
his custom, if be should serve black men. W e do not 
allow out barbers to serve our untouchable biethten,
1 got the reward of this in South Africa, not once, 
but many times, ap'd the conviction that it was the 
punishment for our own sins saved me from becoming 
angry.

The. extreme • forms in which my passion for self- 
help and simplicity ultimately expressed itself will be 
described in their proper place. The seed had been 
long sown, it  only needed watering' to take root, to 
flower and to  fructify, and the watering came in due 
course.
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TH E BOER W A R

I must; skip many other experiences of the period' 
between 1897, and 1899 and come1 straight to the ., 

' Boer War.
; .. ' When the war wa;s declared,,my, personal.sympa­

thies: were all with the Boers, but I believed then,
V ...that 1 had yet no right, in such cases, to enforce my 

individual convictions. I have minutely dealt with the 
. inner struggle regarding this in my history of .the. 

Satyagrain ?'r> Sdpth Africa, and I must not repeat 
"he argument, here. I  invite the curious to turn, to 
those pages. Suffice: it to say that my loyalty to. the * 
British, rule drove me to participation with the British 
in that war. I felt that, if I demanded rights as a 
British Citizen, it was also my duty, as such, to parti­
cipate in the defence of the British Empire. I held * 
then that India could achieve her complete emancipa­
tion only within and through the British Empire. So 
I collected together as many comrades as possible, 
and with very great difficulty got their services 
accepted as an ambulance corps,

.The average Englishman .believed that the Indian 
was a coward, incapable of •taking risks; or looking 
beyond bis immediate self-interest. Many -English 
friends, therefore, threw cold water on tny plan. But 
Dr. Booth supported it whole-heartedly. He trained 
us in ambulance work. W e secured medical certificates 
of fitness for service. Mr, Laughton and the late 
Mr. Escombe enthusiastically supported the plan, and ' 
we applied a t-last for service at the front. 'The 
Government thankfully acknowledged our. application, 
but said that our services .were not then needed,

I would not rest satisfied, however, with this 
refusal, Through the introduction of Dr. Booth, i

'$ £ k  v'-bUy.- v vA'.'.b■



Called on the Bishop of Natal. There were many 
■Christian Indians in our corps. The Bishop was 
■delighted with toy proposal and promised to help' us 
in .getting our service* accepted,

Tima too was working; with us. The Boer • had 
shown more pluck, determination and bravery than 
had been expected; and our services were ultimately - 
needed,,

Our corps was 1,100 strong, with • nearly 40 
leaders. About three hundred were free Indians, and 
the rest indentured. Dr. Booth was also with us,
The corps- acquitted itself well. Though our work was 
to be outside the firing line, and though we had the. 
protection of the Red Cross, vye were asked at a 
critical moment to serve.within the firing line. The 
reservation had not been of our seeking. The autho­
rities did not want ms to be within the ,range of fire.
The situation, however, was changed after the repulse 
at Spion Kop, and General Bullet sent the message 
that, though we were not bound to take the risk, 
Government would be thankful if we would do sc 
and fetch the wounded from the field We had no 

• hesitation, and so the action at Spion Kop found us 
working within die firing line. 'During these "days we 
had to march from twenty to twenty-five miles a 
day, bearing the wounded bn.stretchers,. Amongst the 
wounded we had the honour of carrying soldiers like 
General Woodgate.

The corps was disbanded alter six weeks' service.
After the reverses at Spion Kdp and Vaaikranz, the 
British Commander-In-Chief abandoned the attempt 
to relieve Ladysmith , and other places by summary 
procedure, and■ decided to .proceed slowly, awaiting 
reinforcements from England and India.

Our humble ;work was at the moment much 
.applauded, and die Indians' prestige was enhanced.
The newspapers published laudatory rhymes with the 
refrain, ‘ W e are sons of Empire after all.’

,-.VUvr.' -i'V,’I k ^• '■cl■ gl'i/l'v-'■
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General Duller mentioned with appreciation' pc; 
work of the corps in his despatch, and the leaders 
wfexe awarded the .W ar Medal.

The Indian community, became better organised. 1 

I got into closer touch with the indentured Indians.
There came a greater awakening amongst them, and 
the feeling fhat Hindus,, Musalmans, Christians, Tamil- , 4 .
tans., Gujaratis and Sindhis were all Indians and 
children of the same motherland took deep root 
amongst: them. Everyone believed that the Indians’

' grievances were' now. sure to be redressed.. At the -  
moment the white man’s attitude seemed to ’ be 
distinctly changed, The relations ; formed, with, the 
whites during the; war were of the sweetest. We l.u3 • 
come in contact with thousands of .tommies. They 
were friendly. wi.th Us and: . thankful for .being there 
to serve-them.

« £. cannot.-.forbear from recording a sweet cemini-
■ spence of how human nature, shows itself' at its ..best 

in moments of trial. W e were marching towards 
Chleveiy Camp where Lieutenant Roberts, the son of 
'Cord Roberts, had received a mortal wound. Our 
corps had the honour of carrying the body from the 
field. It was a sultry day — the day of our march. 
Everyone was thirsting for water. There was a: tiny 
brook on the way where we could slake .our thirst..
But who was £ 0  drink first? W e had. proposed to 
come in after the tommies had finished, But they 
would not begin first and urged us to do so, and for 
't while a pleasant competition went on for giving, 
precedence to one another,

. 1 •' ■ ' ' ; ■' ' ' - 1 /.. yd LG;' /■
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SA N IT A R Y  REFORM AND FA M IN E R ELIEF

It has always been impossible for me to reconcile » 
myself to am one .'member of the. body politic remaining . 
out of use. F have always 'been loath to hide or * 
connive at the weak points of the community or to 
press for its rights without .having purged it of its 

* blemishes. Therefore, ever since my settlement, in 
Natal, I had been endeavouring to clear the community 
of a charge that had been levelled against ity not 
without a certain '.amount of truth. The charge hac 
often been made that the Indian was slovenly in his 
habits- and did not keep bis house arid surroundings." 
dean. The principal then of the community had, there­
fore, already begun to put then house'sin'- order, but 
house-to-home, inspection was undertaken only when 
plague was reported to be imminent in Durban. This 
was: done after consulting* and gaining the approval of, 
the city fathers, who had desired our co-operation. Out 
co-op-?.ration made .work easier for them and at the same 
time lessened our hardships,. For whenever there is an. 
outbreak of epidemics, the executive, as a general 
rule, get; impatient, take excessive measures and behav’e 
■to stlch as may have incurred their displeasure with a 
heavy hand. The community .saved itself from this 
oppression by voluntarily taking - sanitary measures.

But 1 had some bitter experiences. I saw that l 
could not so easily count cm the help of the community 
in getting it to do its own, duty, as I could in claiming 
for it rights. At some places I met with insults, at 
others with polite indifference. It  was too much for 
people to bestir themselves to keep their surrondirigs 
dean. To expect them to find money for the work, 
was. our. Of the question. These experiences taught: -me..
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, batter than ever before, that without icrfinitey.patiehee;
•it was impossible to get the people to do any work,
It is the reformer who is anxious for the reform, and 
not society, from. :which he should expect nothing

* better than opposition, abhorrence and even mortal 
persecution, Why may nof society regard as retrogres-

5 si.on what the reformer holds dear as life itself?
Nevertheless the result of this agitation was that 

the Indian c,omn'.iumty learnt to recognize more or less 
the necessity for keeping their houses and environments 
■clean,11 gained the esteem of the authorities. They 
saw that though I  had made it my business to ven­
tilate grievances and press for tights, I  was rio ' less

i keen ami insistent upon self-purification.
' There was one thing, however, which still remained 

to be done, namely, the awakening in the Indian 
settler of a sense of duty . to die motherland. India 
was poor, the Indian settler went to South Africa in 
search of wealth, and he Was bound to contribute part 
.■pf his earnings for the benefit ol his countrymen, 'in 
the hour of their adversity. This the settler did during 
the terrible famines of 1897 and 1899 They contributed

* handsomely for famine relief, and more so in 1899 
than in 1897. W e had appealed to' Englishmen also 
for funds, and they had responded .well. Even the 
indentured Indians gave their share to.the contribution,, 
and the- ■■system inaugurated at the time of these 
famines has, bean continued ever since, arid we know 
that Indians in, South A frica: never fail to send

■ handsome contributions..to India;in; times . of -national 
■calamity,

Thus service of the Indians in South. Africa ever 
revealed to me new implications of truth at every 

t stage. Truth is like a vast tree, which yields more 
and more fruit, the more you nurture it. The deeper 
the search in the mine of truth the richer the. dis­
covery ’ of the gems buried there, in die shape of 
openings for an ever greater variety of service.
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RETURN TO INDIA

On- my relief from war-duty I felt that my work 
was no longer in. South Africa, but in India. Not 
that there was nothing to be done in South Africa, 
but I was afraid that my main business might become 
merely money-making'. -

Friends at home were also pressing me to return, 
and ! felt that I should he of more service in India. 
And for the work in South Africa, there were, of 
course, Messrs Khan and Mansukhlal Naazar. So 1 
requested iny co-workers to relieve me. After very • 
great difficulty my request was conditionally accepted,; 
the condition being that I should be ready to go back 
to South Africa if, within a year, the community 
should need me. I thought it was a difficult -condition., 
but the love that bound me to the community made 
me accept it.

“The Lord has bound me.'
W ith the cotton-thread of love,
I am His bondslave,!

sang Mirabai. And for me, too, the cotton thread of 
love that bound me to the community was too strong 
to break. The voice pi the people is the voice of 
God, and here the voice of friends was too real to 
be rejected. I accepted the condition and got their 
permission to go.

At this time l  was intimately connected only with 
Natal The Natal Indians bathed me with the nectar 
of love. Farewell . meetings were arranged at every 

} place, and costly gift:., were presented tc me.
Gifts had been bestowed on me before when I 

returned to India in 1899, but this time the farewell 
♦was overwhelming. The gifts o f  course included



'■'-'•-'things .in gold aiid silver, but there were articles of. 
costly diamond as well.

What right had I to accept all these gifts ? Accept ­
ing them, how could I persuade myself that .1 was 
serving the community without remuneration ? All 
the. gifts, excepting a few from my clients, were purely ., 
for my service to the community, and I  could make 
no difference between my clients and co-workers; for 
the clients also helped me in my public work,

' One of the gifts was- a gold necklace, worth fifty 
guineas, meant for my wife. But ever  that gift was 
given because of my public work, and*so it could not 
Be/separated from the- rest,

The evening I was; presented with -the bulk of 
these things 1 had a sleepless night. I walked up and 
down, my * room deeply agitated, but could find no 
solution, it was difficult for me to forego gifts worth- 
hundreds, it W&s more difficult to. keep -'them.

And even if I Could keep them, what about my 
children? W bat about my wife? They were being 
trained ro a life of service and to an understanding 
that service was its own reward.

I had no costly ornaments in the house. W e had 
been fast simplifying our life. How then could we afford 
to have gold watches? How could we afford to wear 
gold chains and diamond rings? Even then 1 was 

e , exhorting people to conquer the infatuation for 
jewellery,. What was f now to do with the jewellery 
that had come upon me ?

I decided that I could not keep these things.! 
drafted a letter, creating a trust of them in favour of 
the community and appointing Parsi Kustomji and 
others trustees. In the morning I held a consultation, 
with my wife and children* and finally goo rid of: the 

+ heavy incubus.
I knew that I should have some difficulty in. 

persuading my wife, and I was’ sure that J should
*»
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so far as the children were concerned. So 
I decided to constitute them my attorneys.

The children readily agreed to my proposal, ‘ V/e. 
do not’need these costly presents, we must return, 
them to the community, and should we ever need 
them, we could easily purchase ('em , they said,. ■

I  was delighted. 1 Then you will plead with mother, 
won’t, you ? ’ I asked them,

4 Certainly, ’ said they. ' That is our business,. She 
'does not need to wear the ornaments. She would want 

9, to keep them for us. and if we don’t want them, why 
shouhl she not agree to part with them ? ’

But it was easier said than done.
4 You may not nped them,’ said my wife. 4 Your 

children may not need them. Cajoled they will 'dance 
. to yotit tune. I can understand your not permitting 

hie to wear them. But what about my daughters-in- 
law? They will be sure to need them. And. who 
knows what will happen tomorrow ? I would be the 
last person to pact with gifts so lovingly given,’

And thus the torrent of argument went on, 
reinforced, in the end, by tears. But the1 children 

.'were adamant. And I was'tmmoved.
I''mildly put in: "The children have yet to get 

married. W e do not want to see them married young. 
When they . are grown up, they can'take tare, of them­
selves, -And '.su-rely we shall not have, for our sons, 
brides who are fond of ornaments. And if after all, 
we need to provide them with ornaments, I am there.
You will ask me then. ’

1 Aide you'.?T know'you by this.-idine. You deprived■
* me of my ornt ments, you would not: leave me in peace 

with them.’ Fancy you offering to get ornaments for 
the dnughters-in-iaw t You .who are. trying to ..make 

. sadhUs of sty boys from today !■ No, the ornaments 
will not: be returned. And pray what right have you 
to my necklace?’



‘ B u t,’ I rejoined, ‘ is the necklace given you 
"  your service or for my service?'

*1 agree. But service tendered by you -is as good 
*' as rendered by me. I have toiled and moiled for you ■* 

day and night. Is that no service ? You forced all and 
. sundry on me, making me weep bitter tears, and 1 

slaved for them ! ’
These' were pointed, thrusts, and some of them 

went home. But I was determined to return the orna­
ments. I somehow succeeded in extorting a consent 
from. her. The gifts; received in .1896 and 1901 "were 

.all returned. A trust-deed was prepared, and they 
were deposited with a hank, to be used for the service 
of the community, according to my wishes or to those 
of the trustees.

Often,, when I was in need of funds for public, 
purposes, and felt that I must draw upon the trust,
I  have been, able to raise the requisite amount, leaving 
the trust money intact. The fund is ‘still there, being 
operated upon m times of need, and it has regularly 
accumulated,

I have never since regretted the step, and as the 
vears have gone by, nay wife lias also seen its wisdom..

■ it  has saved us from many temptations;
I ara definitely, of opinion that a public worker 

should -accept no costly gifts.
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IN INDIA AGAIN

So I sailed for home. Mauritius was one bf the 
ports of call, and as-the boat made a long halt there,
I went skhbr'e arid acquainted myself fairly well with 
the local conditions. For one night I. was the guest 
of Sir Charles-Bruce, th e ' Governor of the Colony.

lAftfet reaching India 1 spent some time in going 
about the country. If; was thte year 1901 when the 
Congress, met at Calcutta under tire presidentship ot 
Mr, (later Sir) .pmsh'aw Wacha. Arid I of course 
attended it. It was my first experience Of the Congress.

From Bombay I travelled in- tfafe same train as Sir 
Fherozeshah Mehta, as I had to speak to him about; 
conditions in South Africa. I knew thfe kingly style 
in which he lived. He had engaged a special .saloon . 
for himself, arid i had order.- to'take ray opportunity 
Of "speaking to him by travelling id his saloon for one 
stage. I, therefore, went to thfe saloon arid reported 
myself at the appointed station, With hirii wete Mr. 
Wacha, and Mr. (now Sir ) CMratiulal Setalkad. They 
■were discussing. politics. As soon as Sir Phetozbsliah 
saw me, he said, ‘ Gandhi. , it. seems nothing can be 
■done for you. Of course we- will pass the resolution 
you want. But what rights have we in oUr own 
country ? I  believe that, so long as we .have no poWpr 
in our own land, you .cannot fare- better in 'the 
Colonies,’

I was taken aback, Mr, Setalvad scented to concur 
in the view; Mr. Wacha cast a pathetic, look at me.

I tried to plead with Sir Pherozekhah, but it was 
out of the question for one like, me to prevail upon 
the micro wrffed king of Bombay, I  contented myself 
with the fact that I should be allowed to move ray 
resolution.

18



' You will of course show me the resolution., said 
Mo Wacha, to cheer me up. I thanked .him and left 
them at the next stop, ’ ,

So we reached Calcutta. The President was taken 
to. his camp with great eclat by the Reception Committee.
I asked a volunteer where I was to go; He took me 
to the Ripon College, where a number of delegates 

«< were being put up. Fortune favoured rue. Lokamanya 
was put up in the .same block as I. I hjtve a recollection 
.that he came a day later.

And as was natural, Lokamanya would never be 
without his darbar. W ere I a painter, I could paint 
him as I saw him seated on his bed — so vivid is the 
whole scene in my- memory. Of:the numberless .people . • 

■ that called on him. T can recollect today only one, 
namely, the late Babti Motilal Chose, editor of the 
Amrita Bazar Patnka, Their lohd laughter and their 
talks about the wrong-doings of the ruling. race cannot 
be forgotten.

But I propose to examine in some detail the 
appointments .in this amp. The volunteers were 
clashing against one another. You asked one of .hem 
to do something. He delegated it to another, and he 
in his turn to a third, and so o n ; and a? for the 
delegates, -they were neither here nor there.

f made friends with a few volunteers, i told them 
some things about South Africa, and they felt some­
what ashamed. I tried to bring home to them the 

•secret.of service. They seemed to understand, - but 
n service is no mushroom growth. It presupposes the 

will first, and then experience. There was no ■ lack 
of will on the part of those good simple-hearted young 
men,-but their experience was: nil. The Congress 
would meet three days ,, every year and then go to 
sleep. What: training could one have out of a three 
days’ shoiv once a year? And the delegates were of a 
piece with the volunteers. They had no better or 
longer training. They would do nothing themselves.
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'V o lu n teer do this,' 'Volunteer, do that,' were. their 
constant orders.

Even here i was face . to face with ufttouchabd tty ■ 
in a fait measufe. The Tamilian kitchen was,'fan'away 
from the rest. To the Tamil delegates even die sight 
of others, whilst they ,were during, meant pollution.*’

.So a special kitchen, had to be made for them in the , 
College compound walled in by wicker-work. It was 
full of smoke which choked you. It was a kitchen, 
dining room, washroom,-all in one -—a close safe with 
no outlet. To me this looked like a travesty of ■ 
Varncidharma:.1 If, I 'said to. myself, there was such 
untouchability between the delegates of the Congress,

■ one■ could well imagine the extent to which it existed 
amongst their constituents I heaved a. sigh sir the 
thought.

'"Therewas no limit to iimnitation. Pools of 
"■ water, were everywhere. There.: were only a few 

latrines, and the recollection of their stink still ■ 
Oppresses ' roe. 1 pointed it out to the volunteers.
They said poitttblank: 1 That is not our work, it is the 
scavenger’s work.' l asked, for a broom. The man 

-.Stared at me in. wonder, i procured one and cleaned 
the latrine, nut that was for myself, 1 he -rush was 
,so great, and the latrines were so few, that they 
needed frequent cleaning; but that was more than l 
could do. So I had to-content tttyself with .simply 
ministering to/myself. And the others did not seem 
to mind the stench and the dirt.

.... But that was not all. Some. of the delegates did .
.not: scruple to use (he verandahs.outside, their rooms 
. fox calls of nature a. night. In the morning i pointed 
out. the spots: to th; volunteers. No-, one was .ready 
to undertake the cleaning, red L found no' one to ' 
shun, the honour with me of doing.it. Conditions 
ba ve since considerably unproved, but even today

1. Duties of the -'out- fyndamantai division* of .Hindu 
Societj. /. •" ■ /. ■. . '
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thoughtless 'delegates ate not v.antmg wfio disfigure 
the Congress camp by 'committing nlji'llhife Wherever, 
they choose, and all the volunteers are not always 
ready to 'clean up aftlr ifeehi.

I saw that, if the Congress session were- to bfe 
prolonged, conditions tvould he quite favourable for 
the outbreak of an epidemic
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CLERK AND BEARER

There were yet two days for the.Congress session, 
to begin I bad made up m y' mind to offer aiy 
services to the Congress1 office in order to gain sortie 
(experience., So as soon as' I had finished the daily 
ablutions on arrival at Calcutta, t proceeded to the 
Congress office.

Bobu Bhuspeadranath Basu and Sjt. Ghosali were 
the secretaries. I went to Bhupenbabu and offered 
'my services. He looked at me, and Said: '1 have: no 
work, but: possibly Ghost! ibabu might have something 
to give you. Please, go to.- him.'

So I went to him. He scanned «ie and sgirl with 
.... ' a smile: t can give you. only clerical work. Will

you do i t ? ’ ■ V ’ f'Vb-
‘Certainly,’ said I. ‘ I am here to do anything 

that is not beyond my capacity,1’
'That;-is. .the .right spirit, young man,’ he said. 

Addressing the volunteets who surrounded him, he' 
added, ‘Do you hear what this young man says?’

Then turning to me he proceeded: ‘ Well then, 
here is a heap .of letters for disposal. Take th^t chair 
and begin. As you see, hundreds of people come to 
see me. W hat 'am I to do? . Am I to meet them, or 

bam I to answer tirnse busybqdi.es inundating me with 
letters? 1 .have no clerks: to whom 1 can entrust this 
work. Most of these letters have nothing in them,
But you will please look them through. Acknowledge 
those that are worth it, and refer to me those that 
need a considered reply.’

I was delighted at the confidence reposed in me. * 1 
Sjt. Gliosal did not know me when he gave trie 

the work. Only later did he enquire about my i 
credentials.



I found my work very easy die disposal of that 
heap of correspondence. I had done with it in nc 
time, and Sjt. Ghosal was very glad. He was talkative.
He would talk away for hours together. When he 
learnt something from me about' my history, he felt 
rather sorry to have given me clerical work. But £ 
reassured him: ‘ Please don’t  worry, W hat am I 
before you ? You have grown • gray in the service of 
the Congress, and are as an eider* to me. I am but. 
an nr experienced youth. You. have put me under a 
debt of obligation by entrusting me with, this work.
For I want to do Congress work, and you have 
given me the tare opportunity of understanding the 
details.’

‘ To tell you the truth,’ said Sjt. Ghosal, that 
is the proper spirit, But: young men of today' do not 
realise it. Of course I have known the .Congress since 

, its birth. In. fact I may claim a certain share with 
Mr.- Flume in bringing the Congress into Being,’

And thus we became good friends. He insisted 
on .my having lunch with him.

•.* Sjt. Ghosal used to get his shirt Buttoned by his
bearer. I volunteered to do .the bearer’s duty, and 1. 
loved to do it, as my regard for elders was always 
great When he came to know this,, he did not mind 
my doing little acts of personal service for him.
In fact he was delighted. Asking me to button his 
.shirt, he would say, ’You see, now, the Congress 
secretary has no time even to. button bis shirt. He 
has always .-some work to do.’ Sjt; Ghosal’s naivete 
amused me, but did not create any dislike in me lot 
service of that nature. The benefit T received from 

'-**this service is incalculable.
In a few days I came to know. the working 

of the Congress. I met most of the leaders. I observed 
the movements of stalwarts like Gokhale and Surendra- 
natbf I also noticed the huge waste of time there.
I observed'too, with sorrow even then, the .prominent
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CLERK AND BEARER

place that the English language occupied in our 
affairs. There was little regard for .economy of energy.
More than one did the work of one, and .many an 
important thing was no one’s business a all.

Critical as my .mind was in observing these things; 
there was enough charity in me, and so I always 
thought that ir might, after all, be impossible to do 

, better m the circumstances, and that saved me tret a 
•• undervaluing any work.

- '  v " v ' w '  y  b i H ' l   ̂ b > v ' 'h 'h 'C  •U 'U -' I”!  I t  V i ! ,:v*'  ^ v ‘ •’ ''iV ib V iT lt
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IN THE CONGRESS

Iq the Congress at .last. The immense pavilion 
and the volunteers in stately .array, as also the elders 
seated on the dais, ..overwhelmed . me. I wondered 
where I should be in that vast assemblage.

The ..presidential address was a book by itself. To 
read it from cover .to cover was out of the question. 
Only; a few passages were therefore read.

After this came the election of the Subjects 
. Committee, Gokhale took me to the Committee, 
meetings.

Sir Pherozeshah had of course agreed to admit 
my resolution, but I was wondering who would put 
it before the Subjects •• Committee, and when. For 
there were lengthy speeches to every resolution, all in: 
English tp boot, and every resolution had some well- 
known leader to back it, Mine -was but a^feeble pipe 
amongst, those, veteran drums, arid as the .tupfit^was 
closing in", "my KehlT'bSat'""fast. The resolutions, com­
ing at jthe fag-end were, so far. as I can recollect, 
rushed through at lightning speed. Everyone was 
hurrying to go. It  was 11 o’clock. 1 ..had not the 
courage to speak. I had already met Gokhale, who 
had looked at my resolution; So I drew near his chair 
and whispered to him: ‘ Please do something for me, ' 
He said: 'Your resolution is not out of my: mind. 
You see the way they arc. rushing through the resolu­
tions. But I will not allow: yours to be passed over.'

’ So we have done ? ’ said Sir Pherozeshah Mehta.
‘ No, no, there is still the resolution on South 

Africa. Mr. Gandhi has been waiting long, ’ cried out 
Gokhale, -

‘ Have you seen the resolution ? ’ asked Sir 
Pherozeshah.



' O f course.*'.
'Dp; you !ik:p i t ? ’
’ It is quite good.'
'W ell then, let u$ have it, Gandhi;."
T read it tt rpbiing,
Gokhaie support^., it, ■ ' J)lj'» > .
‘ Unanimously passed/ cried .out.everyone,.
‘ You will have five minutes to apeak t6 it 

Gandhi,’ said “Mr. Wadia
The procedure was fa- from .pleasing to .tne. No 

one Had troubled to understand the resolution., every­
one was ix>. a hurry to go and, because Gokhaie had 
seen the resolution, it was not .thought - necessary for 
the rest to see it or understand it!

The morning found me worrying- about my speech. 
W hat was T t o  say in five minutes'? I had prepared 
myself, fairly well but the words would not come to1 
me. I had decided not to read ray speech bur' to 
speak; ex tempore. But the facility for speaker that I 
had acquired in South Africa seemed to have left me 
for the moment.

As soon as it was time for my resolution, Mr. 
Waclta called out my name. I stood up. My head 
was reeling, I read the resolution- somehow. Someone' 
had printed and distributed amongst the delegates copies 
of a poem he had written in praise of foreign emigra­
tion. I read the poem and referred to the grievances of 
the -settlers.in - South Africa. Just at this moment Mr.

. W acha rang the bell, I was-sure I had not yet. spoken, 
for five minutes. I did. n o t' know that the bell was 
rung in order to warn me to finish in two minutes 
more.- I had heard others speak for half an hour or 
three quarters of an hour, and yet no bell was rung 
for them, I felt hurt, and sat down as soon as the 
bell was rung. But my childlike intellect thought 
then that the 'poem contained an answer to Sir 
Pherozeshah,1 There was no question about the 

i- Sec’ Chapter X III, Paragraph Third,
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passing of the resolution. In those days there was 
hardly any difference between visitors.-and delegates. 
Everyone raised his hand and all resolutions passed 
■unanimously;.My -resolution; also fared m this wise 
■and so lost all its importance for me. And yet the 
very fact that it was passed by the ■ Congress was 
enough to  delight ray heart. The knowledge that the 
imprimatur of the Congress meant.that.of. the whole 
country was enough to delight anyone,
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LORI) CURZQN’S OAR BAR

The Congress was oyer, but as I had 'to .meet. the 
Chamber of Commerce and various ..people in connec­
tion with work in South Africa. I stayed in Calcutta' 
for a month. Rather than stay . th is. time in a hotel, . 
I arranged to get the required introducl ion for a room 
in the India Club Among its members were some 
prominent In d ian an d  I Jooked forward to getting,. 
into touch vAh them and interesting them ip the 
work in Souih Africa Gokhale frequently, went to this 
dub to play billiards, and when he knew that 1 was 

.. to stay in Calcutta-for. some time., he invited me to 
stay with him, I thankfully accepted the invitation 
but did nor think it proper to go there by ;ny ft 
He waited for a day or two and then took me 
personally. P ic' discovered my reserve and sai-J: . 

. ‘ Gandhi, you .have to stay m the country, and this 
>ort of reserve will not do. You must get into touch - 
with as many people as possible. I 'want you. to do 
Congress work.’

1 shall record here an incident in the India Club, 
before I proceed to "talk of my stay with Gokhale.

Lord CUnion held his darbar about this time. 
Some Rajas and Mtaharajas who had been invited to 
the darbar were members of the Club, In the Club I 
always found them wearing fine Bengalee 'dhotis and 
shirtp and scarves. On the darbar day they put oh 
trousers befitting Mmnsamas1 and shining boots. I 
was'- pained and inquired of one of them, ’the reason 
for the change.

'W e  alone know our unfortunate condition. W e, 
alone know the insults we have to put up with, in 
order that wc may .possess our wealth and titles,’ he
replied.

1. i.e Waiters.
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‘ But what about these hhansama tar bans and 
these shining boots ?’ I asked,

' Do you see any difference between khatisanms 
and us?’ he replied, and added, they are out 
khansamas, we are Lord Curzon’s khansamas. If I 
were to absent myself from the leyei, I should have to 
suffer the consequences. If I were to attend it at my 
usual dress, it would be an offence. And do, yo.u think 
I am going to get any opportunity there of talking to 
Lord Cur. ou? Not a bit of it 1 ’

I was moved to pity for this plainsppken friend.
This reminds me of another, darbar.
At the time when Lord Hardinge laid, the 

foundation stone of the Hindu University, there was 
a darbar. There were Rajas and Maharajas of course, 
but Pandit Malqviyajt specially invited me also to 
attend it, and 1 did so.

I was distressed to see the Maharajas bedecked 
like women — silk pyjamas and silk dchkav-s', pbapi 
necklaces round their necks, bracelets on their wrists, 
pearl and diamond tassels on  their turbans and, besides 
all this, swords with golden hilts hanging from their 
waist-bands.

I discovered that these were insignia not of their 
royalty, but of their Slavery, I had thought; that, they 
must be wearing these badges of impotence of their 
own free will, but I wa§ told that it was obligatory 
for these Rajas to wear all their .costly jewels "fit such, 
■functions. I also gathered that some of them had a 
positive dislike for w;e,gripg these jewels, and that they 
never wore them except pfi occasions like the darbar,

I do not know how far mv information was 
■correct. But whether they wear them on other 
occasions or not, it is distressing enough to have to 
attend viceregal d-arbars in jewels that only some 
women wear,

How heavy is the- toil of sins- and wrongs ■ that 
wealth, power and prestige exact from man!
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A MONTH W ITH  GOKHALE— 1

From the very first, day of my stay with him 
Gokhale made me feel completely at home, lie  ' 
treated me •»> though I were his younger brother, he 
acquainted himself with all m> requirements and 
arranged to see that I got all I needed. Fortunately
my wants were few. and I had cultivateJ tEe fiduii '"" ....
of self-help, I  needed very little personal attendance 
He was deeply impressed with my habit of fending 
for myself, r y  personal cleanliness, perseverance, and 
regularity, and would'often overwhelm me with praise. ,

He seemed to keep nothing orivate from me. Ho 
would introduce tn£ to all the important people that 
called on him. Of these flic one who stands foremost 
in my memory is Dr. (now S ir) P. C. Ray, H ey  
lived practically nest door and was a very frequent 
visitor.

■ ■ This,is how he introduced Dr. Ray: ‘.This is 
Prof, Ray who, having a monthly salary . of Rs. 80C, 
keeps just Rs. 40 for, himself and devotes the balance 
to public purposes. He is not, and does not want to 
get, married.

1 see little. difference between Dr. Ray,., as. fee is 
today and a. he used to be then. His dress used, to 
be neatly as simple: as'it is, with this, difference of 
course that whereas it is Khadi now, it used to be 
Indian mill-clo'th in those days, i felt I  could never 
hear too much of the talks between Gokhale and Dr,
Ray, as they ail pertained to public good or were o f 
educative value. At . times they were. painful too, 
containing.,, as they did, strictures on public ■ men. As 
a result, some of those whom I had regarded, as 

,, stalwart fighters began, to look quite. puny.

x v i i
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f ( To sec Gokhale. at work was as , much a joy as
an education; He never wasted a rrmuto, His private 
relations and friendships were all ior public good Ail 
his: talks bad ...reference .only to. the good of the country 
and were absolutely free from any. trace of untruth 
or insincerity, India's poverty and subjection were 
.matters of constant:, and intense concern. to him. 
Various people ;sought to interest him. in different 
things. But he gave'every one of thein ..the same reply:
' You do the thing yourself, Le't me do ray own 
work. W hat I want is freedom for my country. After 

: that is won, we can think of other things. Today 
that'one thing is enough to. engage all my time and 
energy.’

His reverence for Ranade could be seen every 
moment Ranade’s authority was final in every matter, 
and he would cite it at every step. The anniversary 
of Ranade's death (o r  birth, 1 forget which) occurred 
durmg my stay with Gokhale, who observed it regularly. 

fr There were with him then, besides myself his friends 
Prof. Ksithavate .and a Sub-Judge He civ>ted us to . 
take part in the celebration, and in 'hit speech ' he 

-■ gave us his reminiscences of Ranade. He compared 
incidentally Ranade, Telang and Mandlik. He eulogized 
Tetang's charming style and Mandlik’s greatness as a;

. reformer, Citing' ah instance of MandlikVsolicitude 
for his clients, he told us an anecdote' as to how - 

■ once having missed his usual train, he engaged a
special train so as to be able >o attend the court in 
the interest: of his client. But Ranade, he saiti, towered 

$ above them . ail, as a versatile genius. Ho was. not 
only'a great judge, he was an equally great historian 
ati .economist: anti reformer. Although he was a judge, 
he fearlessly attended the Congress, and everyone 

... had such confidence in his sagacity that they un-
ciucstioningly. accepted his decisions. Gokb.dc's j*>y 

"r- knew no bounds, as .he described these qualities of
- head and heart which, .were all.-combined' hi his'master, "
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Gokhhle used to have a • hotse-eartiage in those 
^ays. .1 did not know  the circumstances that had 
made a hotse-carnag'c a necessity for him, and so I 
remonstrated vith him: ‘ Can’t you make use of the . 
tr-amcar in going about from place to place: Is ir ‘

'  -derogatory to a leader’s dignity ? ’
Slightly pained, Be said, ‘So you also have' failed 

to understand, me ! I do not use ray Council allowances, 
ior my own personal comforts. I envy your liberty 
to go about in mtmean, but I am sorry I cannot do 
.likewise. When., you- are the victim of as w dc r 
publicity as f am, it wili.be difficult, if not impossible,
.for you to go about in a tramCai. There is no reason 
to. suppose that everything that the leaders do is with'. . . .  
a view; to personal comfort. I love your simple habits.
1 live as simply as f can, but some expense is almost 
mesdtable for a man like myself.’

He thus satisfactorily disposed of one of my 
complaints, but then- was, another which he could noi 
dispose of f • <n satisfaction
....... ‘ But you do not even go out f 0 1 walks, ’ said I.
_js it surprising that you should be always ailing-'
Should public work leave no time for physical 
-exercise ? ’

'W hen do.you.ever find me free u> go out for a '
• walk? ’ he replied.

1 ildc! such, a great regard for Gokhale that [ 
never strove with him, I cough this reply was tar 
fi.oin satis]j-mg me, .! reiifcahied' silent. I believed thei.
And i believe even now, that, no matter what amount 
of work one His, one should always find some time ' • 
for exercise, just, as one'does for one’s meals. It is • 
my , u.ab.i opinion that, far from taking away from 
■one’s capacity for work, it adds to i t  '
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Whilst living under Gokhaie’s roof .1 was tar 
from being a stay-at-home.

I had told my Christian friends in South Africa 
that in India I would meet the Christian Indians and 
acquaint myself with their condition, i had heard or 
Baba Kalichatan Banerji and held him in high regard 
He took a prominent part in the Congress, and I had 
none of the misgivings about him that l had about 

, ' the average Christian Indian, who stood aloof from
,he  Congress , and isolated himself from Hindus and 

• Musalinans, I told Gokhale that L was thinking ■ of 
, meeting him. He said ■ * What, . 'is the good of your

seeing him? He is a very good man, but 1 -am afraid 
he will not satisfy you, I know him very well. How- 

.' ever, you can certainly meet him if you like/
I sought an appointment, which he readily gave 

me. When I went, I found that his wife was cm hep 
death-bed. His house was simple. In the Congress 
I had seen him in a coat and trousers, but. I was 
glad to find him now wearing a Bengal , dhoti and

' shirr, I liked his simple mode of dress, though. I 
myself then wore a Farsi coat and trousers. Without 
much ado I .presented my difficulties to him. Ht 
asked Do you believed in the doctrine or original 
sin ? ’ . ' ) 7  A ■■

I I do,’ said I.
1 W ell then, Hinduism offers no absolution there­

from, Christianity does,’ and added: ‘ The wages of 
sin is death, and the Bible says that the only way of 
deliverance .is surrender unto Jesus.’

I put forward BhahtUnarga (the path of devo­
tio n ) of the Bhagayad Gita, but to no avail. I
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 ̂"^thanked him for his goodness. He failed to satisfe^i-d 
the. but X benefited by the interview.

During these.. days I walked up and down the
streets of Calcutta-, l  went to most places on foot. 1 
met Justice Mitter and Sir Gurudas Barterji, whose 
help 3 w anted in ray work in South Africa. And 
about this time I. met Raja Sir Pyarimohan Mukarji.

Kalicharan Banerji had spoken to me about the 
Kali temple, which I  was eager to see, especially as I 
had read, about it in books,So I went there one day.

■■ Justice Mitter s house was in the same locality, and 
I therefore went to the temple on the same day that 
I visited him. On the way I saw. a stream of sheep ■ 
going to be sacrificed to Kali. Rows of beggars lined 
the lane leading to the temple. There were religious 

* mendicants, too, and even in those days I was sternly 
opposed, to - giving aims, to sturdy beggars. A crowd 
oi them pursued me. One of such men was found : 
seated on a verandah. He-stopped me, ar.d accosted ■ 
me: ‘ W hither. are' 'you going, my boy? ’ I  replied 
to him.

He asked - my - companion ' and me to sit down, 
which we did.

I asked him: ‘ Do you regard this sacrifice as
religion ? ’

‘ W ho would regard killing of animals as religion ? ’
‘ Then, why don’t you preach against it ? ’ '
‘ That’s not ray business. Our business is to 

worship God. ’
‘ But could you not find any other place in which 

to worship God ? ’
1 All places are equally good for us. The people 

are like a. flock of sheep, following where leaders lead 
them. It  is no business of us sadhits.,'

W e did not prolong the discussion but passed on 
to the temple. We were greeted by rivers of blood,
I could not bear to stand there, I was exasperated 
and restless; I, have never forgotten that sight.

19


