| Ticould not swallow this. I mld him that, 1t rhe
. sheep had speech thcy would tell a different tale, [
| felt  that thr.. cruel | custom ought to be stopped. (
.thought of the story of Buddha, but I also saw that
, | the task was beyond my capdmty
.1 Lihold ‘today the sarme opnnon as 1 held then
./ To my mind the life of a lamb is| no less precious
_‘rhan that of a human being. I”“hould be unwilling to
take the life of a lamb for the sake of the human
" body. I hold that, the more helplebs a' creature, the
more entitled it is to protection by man from the
eruelty of man. But he who has not qualitied himself
! for such service is unable to afford to it any protec-
.I-tmn.I must  go through .more qu.lf-punhgatlon and
 sacrifice, before I can hope to save these lambs from
this unholy sacrifice. Today I think I must die pining

constant prayer that there may be born on earch some
\great spirit, man or woman, fired with divine pity,
5wh0 will deliver us trom this heinous 'sin, 'save the
" {lives of the innocent creatures, and purify the temple,

iHow is.it that Bengal with all its xnowledge mtelh—--
‘gence =acr1f1ce and emotion tolemtes thls Qiaughter

: !

" for this self-purification and ' sacrifice. It s my
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A MONTH WITH GOKHALE — III

The terrible sacrifice offered to Kali in the name

_'.of rehg.:on enbanced my Wesire to know Bengali life. ! ..
I had read and heard a good deal about the Brahmo .,
Samaj. I knew something about the life of Pratap |

‘Chandra’ Mazumdar, I had attended some  of the
meetings  addressed by him, I secured his life of
Keshav Chandra Sen, read it with great interest, and
understood the distinction between Sadharan Brahmo
- Samaj, and Adi Brahmo Samaj. I met Pandit Shivanath
Shastri and in company with Prof. Kathavate went o il
see Maharshi Devendranath Tagore, but as no inter~'
views with him were allowed then, we could not see
 him, We were, however, invited to a celebration
_of the Brahmo Samaj held at his place, and there we
had the prlwl\,ge of listening to fine Bengali music.
Ever since 1 have been a Iover of Bengali music.

; Havxm, seen enough of the Brahmo Samaj, it wa
Inupossxble to “be satisfied without seeing S\arm
| Vivekanand, So wrh great enthusiasm 1 went to
B mm-.t;ly, or maybe all the way, on foot.
IIOved the sequestered site  of the Math. I was
__'_'vdlsappolntéd and sorry to be told that the Swami
- was at his C a!cutta house, lvmﬁ ill, and cculd not be
been. i : - -

SR E then aacartazmd the piace of residence | of

.+ Sister. Nivedita, and met her in a Lhuwrmghee
“mansion. I was taken alnck by the splendour that

surrounded her, and even in our conversation there
'was not much’ meating ground, I spoke to Gokhale
about this, and ‘he said he did not wonder that there




"'be no pomt of r.ontact between me and
1 person like her.

'T'happened to come in just as she was talking to his

" 'ment with her, T ¢ould not bur notice and admire her
. overflowing love for Hmduis.m. I came 'to know o{
i her! ‘books Jater,

U0 T used) | to dwxde my day betwecn seeing the
Ieadmg people in  Calcutta regarding the work

'__-;and public institutions of the city. I once addressed
'3 meeting, presided over by Dr. Mullick, on the work
‘of the Indian Ambulance Corps  in the Boer War,
My acquaintance with The Englishman stood me in
. good stead on this occasion too. Mr. Saunders was
/il then, but rendered me as much help as in 1896.

glad to hear Dr. Ray praising it.

. Thus my stay under the roof of Gokhale madt
._my work in Calcutta very easy, brought me into
touch with the foremost Bengali families, and was the
-begirmmg of my intmate contact with Bengal

":.-pamed by their. lethargy. T saw the golden pagoda.

Uin the temple, and the rats running about the sancturm
brought to my mind thoughts of Swami Dayanand's

I met her again at Mr' Peston]L Padshahs plar:e.

. 'old mother, and so I became an interpreter between
" the two. In, spite. ‘of 1wy failure to find any agree-

South  Africa, and visiting and studying the r‘.hglous-

| Gekhale liked 'this speech of mine, and he was very .

1 did not like the innumerable little candles butning

1 must needs skip over many a reminiscence of |
this memorable month. Let ‘me simply mention my
flying visit to Burma, and the for):ﬂ,;»}u:sl there. I was’

experience at Morvi. The freedom and energy of the

‘Burmese women charmed just as the indolence of the

Ly men palned me. T also saw, during my brief sojourn, °

Regardmg the ' use of' the  word ‘wolatile’ | gee

note «Justicé' | to | Her  Memory', | Young India. ' 30th
Wi une, 192?. 7 i NS
2. Monks,




: t 3us& as Bombay was ot Indm Rangoon was not
L Burma and that just as we in India have bu.ome
| commission agents of English merchants, even so in
' Burma have we cc:mbmed with the English merchants,
'm makmg the Burmese people our commission agents.
.On my return from Burma I took leave of Gokhale.*
. The Sepatation was a wrench, but my work in Benga{
ot rather Calcutta, was finished, and I had no owasmrx
' to stay any longer. : i

Bl il duwn | badithouaic of makdng i L0l

- tour through India travelling third class, and of acqua-
inting myself with the hardships of third class passengers.
1 spoke to Gokhale about this. To begin with he
ridiculed the idea, but when I explained to him what
I heped to see, he cheerfully approved. I planaed to
. go first to Benares O pay my respects to Mrs. Bewant
who was then ill,
It was necessaty to equip myself anew for the
third class tour. Gokhale himself gave me a metal
tiftin-box and got it filled with sweetballs and puris,
. I purchased a canvas bas worth twelve annas and a
" long coat made of Chhaya' wool. The bag was to
| contain this coat, a dhoti, a towel and a shict, I hada
?gblanket as well to cover myselt with and a water jug.
Thus equipped 1 set forch on my travels. Gokhale
Mand Dz Ray came to the station to see me off. I had
}as[\t_d them both not to trouble to, come, but they
’muqted "1 should not have come if you had gone
first class, but now I had to,’ said Gokhale.
Mo one stopped Gokhale from going on to the
platform He was in his silk turban, jacket and dhoti.
e Ray was, in lis angah dreﬂ% He was stopped by



IN BENARES

4.4 The journey was from Calcutta to Rajkot, and I
. planned to halt at Benares, Agre, Jaipur and Palanpur
' en route. T had not the time to see any more places
.\ than these. In each city I stayed one day and put up
| in dharmashalas os, with pandas*. like the ordinary
| pilgrims, excepting at Palanpur. So far as I can
T vemember, I did not spend more than Rs. 31 (ncluding .
 the train fare) on this journey. b it
L I eravelling third class I mostly preferred  the
' ordinary to the mail trains, as I knew that the latter
' were more crowded and the fates in them higher.

The third class compartments are practically as
dirty, and the closet arrangements as bad, today ag
they were then. There may be a’ little improvement
1 fow, but the difference between the facilities provided.
HLE o the first and the third classes is out of all proportion
|| to the difference between the fares for the two classes.
" Third class passengers are treated like sheep and their
' 'gomforts are sheep's comforts. In Europe I travelled
' third —and only once first, just to see what it was
 like - but there I noticed no such difference between

' the first and the third classes. In South Africa third
class passengers are mostly Negroes, yet the third class
eomforts are better there than hete, In parts of South

. Africa third class compartments are provided with
. sleeping accommodation, and cushioned seats. The
. accommodation is also regulated, so as to prevent
. ogvercrowding, whereas here Fhave found the regulation
0 limic usually exceeded. m ! WA )
' The indifference of the railway authoritiesto the
comforts of the thitd class passengers, combined with. -

1. Priests. |



IN B'ENA RES

¥ a dlrty and mconszderate hiakie oi the passengefs
themselves, makes third class travelling 'a trial for a

'I'passenger of cleanly ways. These unpleasant habits

commonly include throwing of rubbish on the foor
of the compartment, smoking at all hours ‘and in all

‘places, betel and tobacco chewing, converting of the

whole carriage into a spittoon, shouting and yelling, ¥
and using foul language, regardless of the convenience
or comfort of, fellow passengers. I have noticed little

difference between my experience of the third class
. travelling in 1902 and that of my unbroken thrrd class
 tours from 1915 to 1919,

‘I'ean think of only one remedy for this awful’
state of things - that educated men 'should make a

pomtﬂm‘ travelling third class and reforming the habits

of the people, as also of never letting the railway

- authorities rest in peace, sending in:complaints wher-

ever necessary, never resorting ‘to bribes or any
unlawful means for obtaining their own comforts, and

pever putting up with infringements of ‘rules on the
 'part of anyone concerned. This, I am " sure, would
.\ bring about considerable improvement. i

My serious illness in 1918-19 has unfortunately

| icompelled me practically to give up third class travel-
. ling, and 1t bas been a matter of constant pain and

qhame ‘to me, especially because the disability came at
a tine when the agitation for the removal of the hard-

ships of third class passengers was making fair headway.

The hardships of poorrailway and steamship passengers,

.\_accentuated by their b&d habits, the undue. fak:ilirics
allowed by Government to foreign trade, and such

other thmgs make ‘an important group of subjects,

' worthy to be taken up” by one or two enterprising

and persevermg workers who could devote lhur full:
trme ta 1t .

But T shall leave the third class passengers at "
that, and come to my experierice in Benares. .
arrived there in the morning. I had decﬁed to put



up with a panda. Numerous Brahmans surmunded'

| 'me, as soon as [ got out of the train, and I selected

- one who struck me to be comparatively cleaner and
':_1.":-"bettej. than the rest. It proved to be a good choice.
' There was a cow in the courtyard of his house and '

| an upper storey where 1 was given a Nodging. I did
LM not 'want td have any food without ablution in the
| Ganges in the proper orthodox manner. The  panda
made preparations for it. [ had told hjm betoreband
that oh no account could 1 give him :more than a
rupee and four annas as dabshing,* and that he should
therefore keep this in mind wh1le making the prepa-—-
ratsona , |

: Tbe panda readﬁy *xssemt.d B(. the pxlgum rlch
© or poor, said he, - ‘the service is the same ingevery
/ case. But the amount of dakshina we receive depends
upon ‘the will and the ability of the pilgeim.' [ did
| not find that the panda at ol abridged the usual
' formalities in my case. The puja® was over at twelve
o'clock, and I went to the Kashi Vishvanath temple
for darshan. 1 was deeply pained by what I saw
there. When practising as a batrister, in I}ombay in
-':.]891 I had occasion to attend a lecture on ' Pilgrie
| mage to Kashi’ in the Prarthana Samaj ball. 1 was
therefore prepared for some measure of dlsappomt»-
i ment. But the actual disappointment was  greater
than I had bargained for, J :

; The approach was through a narrow and slippery
lane. Qui\-.t: chere was none. The swarming flies and
_ the noise made by the shopkeep?rs and pllgnms werg
$ins peri‘LCtl}f insufferable. -
(e \Where one expected an atmovphpre of medltat:on :
'+ and communion, it was conspicuous by its absence.
/" One had to seek that atmosphere in oneself, 1 did
obsetve devout sisters, who were absorbed in medita~
tion, entirely unconscmua of the: enwrovment But

1 fot 2, Worsh;p,
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sible for creatmg and maintaining about the temvle a

- '{5“: thls tha authontsies of the, temple could scarcﬂy i
i .-clatm any credit. The authorities should be respons

| pure, sweget and serene atmosphere, physical ‘as el
as moral.” Instead 'of this I found a' bazar where |

cunning shopkeepers were selling sweets and toys \of
the latest fashion.

‘When I rmched the temple I was greeted at the v

{ entrance by a stinking mass of rotten ‘lowerb The
~ floor was paved with fine matble, which was however
‘broken by some devotee innocent of aesthetic taste
‘who had set it with rupees serving as an excellonﬁ
receptaulu for dict.

I went near the dnaarza~vam ( Well of Knowledgn) ]

; it ‘1 searched here for God but failed to find Him. I

was not therefore in a particularly good mood, The
surroundings of the Jnana-vapi too I found to be
. dizey. T had no mind to give any dakshina. So 'L
|| 'offered a pie. The paenda in charge got angry and
 threw away the pie. He swore at me and said, ' This
‘insult will take you straight to hell.’ ' W
.. This did not perturb me. 'Maharaj,’ said I,
! '-i‘iwhatev.e;. fate has in store for me, it does not behove
. one of your class to indulge in such language. You
. may take this pie if you like, or you will lose  that
I %0,0.‘-_-'_-_'-} N i : i
Y Go away)! be replied, ‘T don’t care for your
i ple ‘And ' then followed a further volley of abuse.
AU mak up the pie, and went my way, ﬂattermg
."I'_myself that ‘the Brahman had lost a pie and I had
" saved one. But the Maharaj was hbardly the man ro

-“l,.i'Iet rhe pie. go, He called me back and said, Al

--:__,'rlght leave the pie here, I would rather not be as

you are. If I refuse your pie, it will be bad for you.'
o snlen 1y gave him the pie and, with a sigh, went

: away

Smce then I have ewice bc._n tosKashi V;shvanath.'-

but that has been after I had already becn affllc.l:eai

B




MY FXPERIMENTS WI’E‘H TRUTH

R .wmh the txtle of Mahatma and expermnces quch as [
G e detailed above had become mpomblc PeOpIe
| eager to have my darshan would not permit me to
bave a darshan of the temple. The woes of ahatmas
| are known to Mahatmas alone, Otherwise the dirt
' and the noise were the same as before,
A Tf anyone doubts the infinite mercy of God, let
"\ bim have a look at these sacred places, How much
hypocrisy and irreligion does the Prince of Yogis
i suffer to be perpetrated in His holy name? He
pwclmmed long ago:
AR qu wt mu*& ateadla aomEH, |
"Whatevu a man sows, that shall he reap. The law
4 of Karma s hexorable and impossible of evasion,
There is thus hardly any need for God to interfere,
He laid down the law and, as it were, retired.
Aftor this visit to the temple, I waited upon Mrs.
. 'Besant. I knew that she had just recovered from an
" illness. I sent in my name. She came at once. As
" wished only to pay my respects to her, I said,
., am aware that you are in delicate heaith. I only
| 'wanted to pay my respects, I am thankful /that you
. have been good enough to receive me in spite of your
'\ mdifferent health, I will not detain you any, lcnger
So. saymg, 1 took leave of her

-




it XXI
SETTLED IN BOMBAY ? |
_ Gokhale was very anxious that I should settle
‘down in Bombay, practise at the bar and help himin
public work. Public work in those days meant Congress
work, and the chief wotrk of the institution which he
'had assisted to found was carrying on the Congress
administration. SR .
(T liked | Gokhale's adwcu but I was not over-
. confident of success as a barrister. The unpleasant
‘memories of past failure were yet with me, and I
still hated as poison the use of flattery for getting briefs.
I therefore decided to start work first at Rajkot.
| Kevaltam Maviji Dave, my old well-wisher, who had
induced me to go to England, was there, and ' he.
Ustarted me straightaway with three briefs. Two | of

. them were appeals before the Judicial Assistant ta the

Pulit'ica! Agent in Kathiawad and one was an original
. case in Jamnagar. This last was rather important.
-_On my saying that I could not trust myself to  do it
]uatzce. Kevaham Dave exclaimed : ' Winning or losing
.18 'ng concern of yours. | You will simply try your:

1 best, and I am of course there to assist you.'

The cotnsel on the other side was the 'late Sjt.
\ Samarth. 1 was fairly well preparved. Not that I knew
much of Indian law, but Kevaltam ave had instructed
"me very thoroughly I had heard friends say, before
I 'went out to South Africa, that Sir  Pherozeshah
Mehta had the law of evidence at his finger-tips andi
i _th.u ‘that was the secret of his success. [ had borne

'I"""_;thm in mind, and during the voyage had carefully
smudied the Indian Evidence Act with commentaries

thereon. There was of course also the advantage of
my legal experience in South Africa, : '




MY ET{PERIMFNTS WITH TRUTH

I I won the case and gmned some confidence. [
;.-._"'had no fear about the appeals, which were successful.
AT ehis msmred a hope in me that after all 1 m;ght
/. not fail even in Bombay, . '
But before I set forth the circumstances in whu.h
1 decided to go to Bombay, I shall natrate niy
_ lexpenience of the inconsiderateness and ‘ignorance of
English officials, The Judicial Assistant’s court was
 peripatetic: He was constantly touring, and vakils and
| their clients had to follow him wherever he moved his
. camp: The vakils would charge more whenever they
‘had 'to go oue of headquarters, and so the clients
» had naturally to incur  double the expenses. The
mconvemence was no concern of the judge. i
The appeal of which Tam talking was to be heard
| at Veraval where plague 'was raging. ‘I have a
recollection that there were as many as fifty cases
' idaily in the place with'a population of 5,500. [t was
\ 'practically, deserted, and 1 put up in a deserted
dhaymashala at some distance from the town. But
| iwhere were the clients to stay? If they were poor,
" 'they had simply to trust themselves to God’s metcy.
_ -'A_ff_ff‘riend who ‘also had cases before the court had
wired that I should pur in' an application for the
camp to be moved tosome other station ‘because of
the plague at Veraval. On my submitting the appli-::a-
tzon, the sahib asked me: Are you afraid 270
ik anawergd ‘It is not a question of my being
,atr’ud I think I can shltt for myself, but what about
0 the clients 7" i
Oy 5 1 plague has come to stay in Indla. replted
| the sghib. ' Why fear it? The climate of Veraval js
lovely. [The sakib lived far away from the town in a
. /'« palatial tent pitched on the seashorei Surely people
must, learn to live thus in the open.’
1 wag no use a:gumg agamst this phllosophy
| The sahib told 'his shirastedar: 'Make a note of what
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Mf’ Gandhi  says, and let me know 1f 1t 18 \«ery;_'-_"
I ‘inconvenient for the vakils or the clients.'

.'thnugbt was the right thing, But how could the man
have an idea of the hardships of ‘poor India? How
‘was be to anderstand the needs, habits, idiosyncrasies

- and customs of the people ? How was one, accustomed g

. to measure things in gold sovereigns, all at once o (e
make  caleulations in tiny bits of copper? As the
| elephant is powerless to think in the tetms of ‘the ant,
_in spite of ‘the best intentions in the werld, even sc
s the Englishman powerless to think in the terms of,
‘ot leglslat° for, the Indian,. _
RIBUE o resume the thread of the story. In spite
of my successes, I had been thinking of staying on in
. Rajkot for some time longer, wht.n one day Kevalram
" Dave came to me and said: 'Gandhi, we will not
‘suffer you to vegemm here, You' .must settle 'in

i “But who will find work for me there?’ I asked.
Wil you find the expenses?’ I ;
' Yes, yes, I will! said he, ‘We shall bring you
- down here sometimes as a big barrister from Bgmbay
and drafting work we shall se: ad you  there, it lies

| with us vakils to make or mar a barristet. You have
| proved your worch in Jamnagar and Veraval, and 1
" have therefore not the least. anxiety about you." You

. are destined 't do pu'bhc work, and we-will not allow
' 'you to be buried. in Kathiawad, So tell me, then,
swhen vou will go to Bombay _ !
R expectmg a | remittance from Natal. Ac
soon as I gev it I will go," I u:ph.,d _
" 'The money came in about two weeks, and I went

The sahib of course had honestly done whaf: he

to Bombay I'took chambers' in Payne, Gilbert and =

; Sayams offices, and it looked as though I had s?ttled i
dowa '




XX
FAI;H ON ITS TRIAL

Though I had hired chambers in the Fort a.nd a
house in Girgaum, God would not let me settle down.
‘Scarcely had [ moved into my new hous¢ when my
second son, %{L@J who had already been through an
jacute attack™ o smallpox some vears back, bad a
severe attack of typhoid, combined  with pneunoma
and signs of delirium  at night.

'5 . The dOctor was called in. | He  said medicine
would haye htth, effect. but eggs and chtcken broth
Yimight be given with profit,

S Manilal was  only ten yea:s old,’ To cons‘ul' his
iavishes ‘'was out of the guestion. Being hig’ guardian [
\ had to decide. Thu doctor was a very good Parsi. 1
() old him that we were all vegetarians and that I could
At et possﬂ:ly give either of the two things to may son,

' Would he therefore recommend something else ?
‘Your son's life s in danger, said the good
doctor. “We could give him milk diluted with ' water,
" but that will not give him enough nourishment. As
 you know, I am called in by many Hindu families,
vand they do not object to anything I prescube {
|, think you will be well advised not to {,be s0. hard on
o0 your son,
] "\What you say is quite nght baid 1.0 iAs e
doctor you could not do otherwise. But my responsi-
 bility is very great. If the boy had been grown up,

I should certainly have tried to ascertain his wishes

and respected them. But here T have to think and

decide for him. To my mind it is only on such
. occasions, that a man’s faith is, truly rested. Rightly
or wrongly it is part of my religious conviction that
"/ man inay ‘not eat meat, eggs, and the hke Thcrc




FAITH CFN lTS TR!AL

1 '1d be a  limit/ even to the muans of kx_i.pmg'.'.."'-

* certain things. Religion, as I understand it, does not.
| permit me to use meat or eggs for me or mine even
' on dccasions like this, and I must therefore take the
. risk that you say is' likely. But I'beg of you one
thing. As I canpot avail myself of your treatment,

[ propose to try some hydropathic remedies - which [

“happen to know. But I shall not know how. to
examine the boy’s pulse, chest, lungs, etc. If you will'
kmdly Iuok in from time to time to examine him and
‘keep mc mfnrmed of his L{}Yldltl()ll I shall be QiaLetul Y
o you!

1 The good dc:ctor appreciated my difficulty md

' .--j'agreed. to my request. Though Manilal could  not

‘have made his choice, I told him what had passed

- berween the doctor and  myselt and asked him' his’
-_-opmion et /.

: "Do try your hydropaL’mc treatment, he said,
WLH not have eggs or chicken broth.’
. This made me glad, though I realized that if I
had given him either of these, he would have taken it,
o0 I knew Kubne's treatment and had tried it too.
LI knew as well that fasting also could be tried with

. profit. So I began to give Manilal hip baths accord-

. ing to Kuhne, never keeping him in the tub for more
-._";'-than three minutes, and kept him on  orange juice
' -.mlxed with water for three days. '

' . But the temperature persisted, going up to 104°

A night he would be delirious. I began to get anxious.

| SWhat would people say of me? What would my
i elder brother think of me? Could we not call in'
-anmher doctor 2 Why not have an Ayurvedic physi-
\cian? What right had che parents to mfllct theu:
' fads on their children ? _
I was haunted by thoughts like these. Then ‘al

- gontrary current would start, God would surely be

. pleased to see that [ was giving the same  treatment

-aur'selves alive. Bven for life itself swe may not do '



MY Expx«:mmms wrm TRUTH I
d

tﬂ my son as I would give myself 1. had fanr’n in

hydmpathy, and little faich in allopathy. The doctors

‘could not guarantee recovery. At best they could

~experiment, The thread of life was in the hands of
‘God. Why not trust it to Him and in Hlis name go

on with what I thought was the rigsht treatment ?
(w0 My mind was torn between these conflicting
| thoughts. It was night. I was in Manilal's bed lying
by his side. T decided to give him a wet sheet pack.
.1 got up, wetted a sheet, wrung the water out of it
| and wrapped it about Manilal, keeping only his head
out and then covered him with two blankets. To the

‘head T applied a wet towel, The whole body was

‘burning like hot iron, and qulte parched. lere was

absolutely no perspiration.

" T was sorely tired, T left: Manilal in  the charge
of his mother, and went out for a walk on Chaupati
' to refresh myself. Tt was about ten olclock. Very few

pedestrians were  out. Plunged n deep thought, I

. scarcely looked at them. ‘ My honour is in Thy keeping
oh Lord, in this hour of trial,” I repeated to myself.
Ramanama was on my lips. After a sbort time I

_ returned, my heart beating within my breast,

ek No sooner had I entered the room than Manilal

' said, ' You have returned, Bapu ?

* Yes, darling.”

" Do please pull me out. [ am burning.’

"Are you perspiring, my boy ?’ -
"1 am simply soaked. Do please take me out’'

I felt his forehead. It was covered with beads of
perspiration, The Lempe{atme‘ was going down. I
thanked God.

* Manilal, your fever is sure to go now. A little
more perspiration and then I will take you out.’

"Pray, no. Do ‘deliver e from this furnace.
Wrap me some other time if you like, '

I just managed to keep him under the pack for a
few mmutes more by diverting uxm The persplratxon
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same bed.

?}éamed down Ins forehead i undld the pa{,k A
dried his body. Father and son fell asleep in' thc

And each sl‘.pt like a log Next mommg Mamial- il .'

had much less fever. He went on thus for forty days
on 'diluted milk and fruic juices, I had no fear now,

It was an obstmate type of fever, but it had been got.- ik

"-'ﬁ;.under control,

i '. Téday Manilal is the healthiest of my boys. Who
i | ¢an say whether his recovery was due to God's grace,

- or to hydropathy, or to careful dietary and nursing?

Let everyone dec:de according to his own faith,

A o my part I was sure that God had saved my

«.. 1, honour, and ‘that belief remains unaltered to this day.
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TO SOUTH AFRICA AGAIN

*  Manilal was restored to health, but I saw that _
the Girgaum house was not habitable, It was damp
and  ill-lighted. So in consultation with Shri Reva-
» shankar Jagjivan I decided to hire some well-ventilated
bungalow in a suburb of Bombay. I wandered  about
in, Bandra and Santa Cruz. The slaughter house in
Bandra prevented our choice falling thete. Ghatkopar
and places near it were too far from the sea. At last
we hit upon a fine bungalow in Santa Cruz, which
we hired as being the best from the point of view of

|| sanitation.

I took a first class season ticket from Santa Crus.
ta Churchgate, and rémember baving frequently fele a.
‘certain pride in being the only first class passenger in
wmy compartment. Often I walked to Bandra in order
to take the fast train from there direct to Churchgate,
I prospered in my profession better than I had
expected. My South African clients often entrustéd
. me with some work, and it was enough to enable me
| to pay my way. | '
I had not yet succeeded in securing any work in
the High Court, but I attended the ‘moot’ that used
to be held in those days, though 1 never ventured to
 take part in it. [ recall Jamiatran Nanabhai taking a
prominent part. Like other fresh barristers I made a
point of attending the heating of cases in the High
Court, more, I am afraid, for enjoying the soporific
breeze coming straight from the sea than for adding
to my knowledge. I observed that I was not the only
one to enjoy this pleasure, It seemed to be the fashion
and therefore nothing to be ashamed of,




TC* bUUT‘H AFRICA A(:AIN

Howevc: 'f began to make use of the ngﬁ Court

.hbrary and make fresh acquaintances and felt that
. before long 1 should secure work in the High Court.

Thus whilst on the one hand I began to feel
| somewhat at ease about my pro[e.:snon on the other
hand Gokhale, whose eyes were always on me, had
- been busy making his own plans on my behalf, He
. peeped in at my chambers twice or thrice every week,
often in company with friends whom he wanted me
O to know, and he kept me acquainted  with his mode

it of work

But tt may be said that (:od has never allowed
any of my own plans to stand. H\, has disposed them
an HIS own way.

- Just when I seemed to be settling down as.I had
lilu@!id@d, 1 received an unexpected cable from South
Africa: " Chamberlain | expected here. Please return

! -1mmnd1ately I remembered my promise and cabled

to'say chat Ishould be ready to start the moment

: they.p_u!: me in funds. They promptly responded, I

' gave up the chambers and started for South Africa.

_ ‘[ had an idea that the work there would keep:

. me engaged for at least a year, so I kept the bungalow
| and Jeft my wite and children there.

' I believed then that enterprising youths who could

not find an opening in the country should emigrate
| to other fands. T therefore took with me four or five

~such youths, one of whom was Maganlal’ Gandhi.

The Gandhis were 'and are a big family. 1 wanted
to find out all those who wished to leave the trodden
‘path and venture abroad. My father used to acco-
mmodate a numbel of them in some state service. I
wanted them to be free from this spell. I neither
‘could nor, would secure “other 'service for them X
'wdnted them to be self-reliant,

: ‘But as m_v ideals advanced, I tried to perauade'
& t\hese youths also to conform their ideals to mine, and




MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH

I
'liad l:he greatest success m guldmg Maganlal Gandlu,
But about this later.!
| The separation from wife and chﬂdren the breaking
. up of a settled estabhshment and the going from the
| certain to the uncertain — all this was for a moment
v painful, but 1 had inured myself to an uncertain life.
L AR T think it s wrong to expect certainties in this world,
where all else but God that is Truth is an uncertainty.
el that appears and happens about and around us is
".-,.gncertam, transient, But there is a Supreme Being
‘thidden therein as a Certainty, and one would be
_\-‘blecwd if one could catch a glunpbe of that Cerrainty -
~fjand hitch one's waggon to it. The quest for that Truth
idis the swmmum bonum of life.
I teached Durban not a day too soon. There was

work ‘waiting for me. The date for the deputation to
wait on Mr,  Chamberlain had been fixed. I had to .

. draft the memorial to be submltted to hlm and
-accompany the deputat:on
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‘LOVE'S LABOUR'S LOST " ?

'Mr. Chamberlain had come to get a gift of 35
million pounds from South Af.ica, and to win the
hearts of Englishmen and Boers. So he gave a cold
: nhoulder to the Indian deputatlon
0 *You know, ' he said, "that the Imperial Govern~
] ment has little control over self-governing Colonies.
Your grievances seera to be genuine. I shall do what
T'can, but wou raust try your best to placate the
Europeans, ifiyou wish to live in their midst.’

. The reply cast a chill over the members of the
deputation. I was also dlsa.ppomted It was an eye-
| opener for us all, and I saw that we should start with
our work de movo. 1 explained the situation to my
colleagues. e

As a matter of fact then_ was. nothmg wrong

. about Mr. Chamberlain's reply. It was well that he

did not mince matters. He had brought home to us
in a rather gentle way the rule of mlght being rrght_
or. the law of the sword. \

But sword we had none. We scarcely had the
;wrve and the muscle even to receive sword-cuts.

_Mr. Chamberlain had given only a short time to
the sub~continent. If Shrinagar to Cape Comorin is
1,900 miles, Durban to Capetown is not lgss than 1,100
- miles, and Mr, Chaniberlain had’ to over the long
distance at hurricane speed.

From Natal he hastened to the Transvaal il had Al

to prepare the case for the Indians there as well and
submit it to him. But how was I to get to Pretoria?
Qur people there were notin a position to procure
the necessary legal facilities for my getting to them in.
time. The War had reduced the Transvaal to a howling
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,wxidemess There were neithet provlsmns nor clothmg
~available. Empty or closed shops were there, waiting
v to be replenished or opened, but that was a matter
" | of time. Even refugees could not be allowed to
. return until the shops were ready with provisions.
. Eyery Transvaaller had therefore to obtain a permit.
| The Buropean had no difficulty in getting one, but
the Indian found it very hard. i
' During the War many officers and soldiers had
come to South Africa from India and Ceylon, and it
was considered to be the duty of the British authori-
| ties to provide for such of them as decided to settle
~there. They had in any event to appoint new officers,
. and these experienced men came in quite handy. The
' quick ingenuity of some of them created a new
- department. It showed their resourcefuluess, There
was 4 special department for the Negroes. Why then
should there not be one for the Asiatics? The argu-
tent seemed to be quite plausible. When I reached *
- the Transvaal, this new department had already been
opened and was gradually spreadingits tentacles. The
officers who issued permits to the returning refugees
‘might issue them to all, but how could they do 50 in
‘respect of the Asiatics without the intervention of the
. new department? And if the permits were to be
" issued on the recommendation of the new department,
. some of the responsibility and burden of the permit
officers could thus be lessened. This was how they
had argued, The "fact, however, was that the new
department wanted some apology for work, and the
men wanted money. If there had been no wotk, 'the
- department would have been found unnecessary and
would have been discontinued. So they found this
work for themselves.
The Indians had to apply to this department. A
reply would be vouchsafed many days after. And as
‘there were large numbers wishing to retutn to the
Transyaal, there grew up an army of intermediaties ox

il b gt MY EXI’ERIMENTS WITH TRUTH




' L(’NE. S LABOUR'S LOST"’

touts, who thh the offlce_rq looted  the poor Indlans
to the tune of thousands. [ was told that no petmit

Lcould be had thhnut influence, and that in some cases
one had to pay up to hundred pounds in spite of the

influence which one might bring to bear. Thus there
| seemed to be no way open to me. I went to my old
friend, the Police Superintendent of Durban, and said

to him: "Please introduce me to'the Permit @ Officer

‘and help ‘me to obtain a permit. You know that I
have been a resident of the Transvaal,’ He immediately
put 'on his hat, came out and secuted me a permit.
' There was hardly an hour left before my train was
. to start. T had kept my luggage ready. I thanked
]‘_Supermtendent Alexander and started for Pretotia,
I now had a fair idea of the difficulties ahead.
On ‘reaching Pretoria [ drafted the: memorial. "In
Durban I do not recollect the Indians having been
asked to submit in advance the names of their repre-

‘sentatives, but here there was the new department

and it asked to do so. The Pretoria Indians had already
come to know that the offtce;s wanted o exclude me,
i But another chapter is necessary for this pamfui
though amusing incident,
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AUTOCRATS FROM ASIA

The officers at the head of the new department
\wwere at a loss to 'know how I had entered the:
. Transvaal. They inquired of the Indians who used to

go to them, but these could say nothing definite.
The officers only ventured a guess that T might have
succeeded in entering without a permit on the

' strength of my old connections. If that was the case,

1 was liable to be arrested !

It 13 a general practice, on the termination of a
 big war, to invest the Government of the day with
special powers, This was the case in South Africa.
"The Government had passed a Peace Preservation
Ordinance, which provided that anyone entering 'the
Transvaal without a permit should be liable to arrest

and imprisonment.  The question of arresting me.
under this provision was mooted, but no one ' could

‘summon up -courage enough to ask rie to produce my
| ‘permit. :

The officers had of course sent telegrams to
Durban, and when they found that I had entered with
a permit, they were disappointed. But they were not

‘the men to bendefeated by such disappointment.

Though I had succeeded in entering the Transvaal,

they cou!d still successfully prevent me from wamng {

" on Mr. Chamberlain,

So the commumty was afsked to r%ubmit the names:
of the representatives who were to form the Deputa-
tion. Colour prejudice was of course in evidence
everywhere in South Africa, but I was'not prepared
to find here the dirty and underhand dealing among
officials that I was familiar with in India. In South

~ Africa the public departments were maintained for the
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'good of the people and were responsible to puhht
opinion. Hence officials in charge had a certain

courtesy of manner and humility about them, and

. coloured people also got the benefit of it more or less.
. With the coming of the officers from Asia, came also
its autocracy, and the habits that the autocrats had
imbibed there. In South Africa there was a kind of
responsible government or democracy, whereas the
commodity imported from Asia was autocracy pure
and simple: for the Asiatics had no responsible

government, there being a  foreign power governing
them. In South Africa the Europeans were settled
emigrants. They had become South African citizens
and had control over the departmental officers. But
the autocrats from Asia now appeared on the scene,
and ' the Indians. in consequence found themselves
between the devil and the deep sea.

I had a fair taste of this autocracy. I was first
- summoned to see the chief of the department, an
officer from Ceylon, Lest I should appear to exag-

gerate when I say that T was ‘summoned’ to see the
chief, I shall make myself clear. No wtitten  order
was sent to me, Indian leaders often bad to visit the

. Asiatic officers, Among these was the late Sheth

Tyeb Haji Khanmahomed., The chief of the office
asked him who I was and why T had come there.

"He is our adviser, said Tyeb Sheth, ‘and he has

come here at our request.

‘Then whét'are we here for? Have we not been
appointed  to protect you? What can  Gandhi know

‘of the conditions here?’ asked the autocrat,

Tyeb Sheth answerted the charge as best he could:
‘Of course vou are there, But Gandhi 1s our man.

He knows our l.—,nguape and understands us. You are.

afeer all’ ofﬁcnls.

The Sahib ordered Tyeb Sheth to fetch me
before him. I went to the Sahib in company w1th
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: Tyeb Shcth and others No seats were offued we
werte all kept standing. ! :

' 'What brings you 'here?-’ 's-a.id the Sahib
addressing me. '

‘1 have come: here at the request of my fellow
Jcountrymen to help them with my advice,’ I replied.
. 'But don’t-you know that you have fio right to

.. come here? The permit you hold was given you by
' mistake. You cannot be regarded as a domiciled
Indian. You must go back. You shall not wait on
Mr. Chamberlain. It is for the protection of the
. Indians here that the Asiatic Department has been
B especially created. Well, you may go.! With rthis he
| bade me good-bye, giving me no opportunity for a reply,
o But he detained my companions. He gave them a
. w sound scolding and advised them to send me away.
it They returned chagrined. We were now confront-
ed with an unexpected situation.

MY EXPER[MI'. \IT'i WITH TRU“I' H
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| POCKETED THE INSULT
! I sxﬁafte_d un_d'er' the: iximlr, but as I had pocketed
many such in the past I had become inured to them.

il therefore decided to forget this latest one and take

what course a dispassionate view of the case might
suggest.
We had a letter from the Chlef of the Asiatic

iy Departmenr to the effect that, as I 'had 'scen Mr.

Chamberlam in Durban, it had been found necessary

t0 omit my name from the deputation which was to

wait on him.

The letter was more than my co- seworkers could
| bear. They proposed to drop the idea of the deputa~
tion altogether. T pointed out to them the awaward

situation of the community,

o

‘If you do not represent your case before Mr. .

Chamberlain,” said I, ' it will be presumed that you have

no case at all. After all, the representation has to be
- made in writing, and we have got it ready. It does
' not matter in the least whethe: I read it or someone
else reads it. Mr. Chamberlain is not going to argue

the matter with us. I am afraid we must swallow tl:e

insult.’
1 had scarc-..ly finished speakm@, when Tyeb bheth

cried out, ‘Does not an insult, to you amount to an

insult to the commumty? How can we fo:g‘.t that'
you are our reptesentatlve? {

‘Too true, ' said I ' But even the community will
have to pocket insults like these, Have we Any
alternative 2’ : {

‘Come ‘what may. “hy should we swallow a fxesh
insult ? Nothing worse can possibly happen to-us.
Have we many rights to lose ?” asked Tyeb Sheth.
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It was a spirited reply, but of what avail was it ?
I was fully conscious of the limitations of the com-
munity. I pacified my friends and advised them to
have, in'my place, Mr. George Godfrey. an Indian
. barrister. i
8o Mr. God{"rey led the deputatlon Mr. Chambu
Jain referred in his reply to my exclusion. ''Rather
than ' hear the same represéntative over and over
again, is it not better to have someone new?' he
said, and tried to heal the wound.

But all this, far from ending the matter, only

liiadded to the! work. of \ithe community  and also to

mine, We had to start afresh.
(It is at your instance that the community helped
i the war, and you see the result now.’' were the
words with which some people taunted me. But the
tatnt had no ettect. ‘1 do not regret my advice,’
‘said L ' I maintain that we did well in taking pact
in the war, In doing so we simply did our duty. We
. may not look forward to any reward for our lubours,
but it 1s my firm conviction that all good action is
bound to bear fruit 'in the .end, Let us forget the
past and think of the task before us.” With which
the rest agreed. :
L added: ‘To tell you the truth, the wotk for
‘which you had called me is practically finished  But
' I believe T ought not to leave the Transvaal, so far as
‘it 1s possible, even if you permit me to retutn home.
" Instead of carrying on oy work from Natal, as before,
I must now do so from here. I must no longer think,
of returning to India within a* year, but, must gzt
enrolled in the Transvaal Supreme Court. I have
confidence enough to deal with this new department.
If we do not do this, the community will be hounded
out of the country, besides being thoroughly robbed.
‘Every day it will have fresh insults heaped upon it
. The tacts that Mr. Chamberlain refused to see me
and that the official insulted me, are nothing before




POCKEI‘ED I‘HE T.NSULT

! ~1:[1e humiliation of the whale communtey. Tt w:ll'
‘become 1mposs:ble to put up with the veritable dog's ¢

life that we shall be expected to lead.
s So I set the ball rolling, discussed things with
 Indians in Pretoria and Johannesburg, and ultlmately
decided to set up office in Johannesburg.
It was indeed doubtful whether I would be
enrolled in the Transvaal Supreme Court. But the
Law Society did not oppose my application, and the
Court allowed 'it. It was difficult for an Indian to
secure rooms for office in a suitable locality, But I

 ‘had come in fairly close contact with Mr. Riteh, who

was then one of the merchants there. Through the
good offices of a house agent known to him I
' succeeded in securing suitable rooms for my office in
‘the legal quarters of the c‘lty, and 1. started on my
professional worlk.
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QUICKENED SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE
. Before 1 mnarrate the struggle for the Indian
settlers’ rights in the Transvaal and their dealings
with the Asiatic Department, I must tutn to some
| lother aspects of my life.” _
i Up to now there had been in me a mixed desire.
| 4 'The 'spirit of self-sacrifice was tempered by the desire
~to lay by something for the future, ) ;
| About the time I took up chambers in Bombay.
| an American insurance agent had come there -~ a man
[ with a pleasing countenance and a sweet tongue. As
| though we were old friends he discussed my future
 welfare. 'All men of your stdtus in America have
/' their lives insured. Should you not also insure your-
self against the future? Life is uncertain. We in
1 ‘America regard it as a religious obligation to  get
' insured. Can I pot tempt you to take out a small
- policy 7 e ‘
4w Up to this time I had given the cold shoulder to
1 all the agents I had met in South Africa and India, for
' /I bhad thought that Aife .assurance implied fear and
* want of faith in God. But now I succumbed to the
temptation of the American agent. As he proceeded
_with his argument, I had before mwy mind’s eye a
" picture of my wife and children. “Man, you have
sold almost all the ornaments of your wife,’ 1 said to
~myself. 'If ‘something were to' happen to you, the
_burden of supporting het’ and the children would fall
on your poor brother, who has so nobly ' filled the
- place of father, How would that become you 7" With
‘these and similar arguments 1 persuaded myself to
take out a policy for Rs. 10,000, i
' But when my mode of life cha nged in South Africa,
my outlook changed too. All the steps I took at this
time of trial were taken in the name of God and for
His service. I did not know how long I should have
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to: stay in South Africa. I had a“ {ear that 1 mlght %
" never be able to get back to India; so [ decided to
keep my wife and children with me and eain enough |
‘to support them, This plan made me deplore the life.
policy and feel ashamed of having been caught in the
net of the insurance agent. [If, I said to myself, my
 brother is really in the position of my father, surely
lie would not consider it too much of a burden to
support my widow, if it came to that. And what reason
had I to assume that death would claim me eatlier
than the others ?  After all the real protector was
neither 1 nor my brother, but the Almighty. In getting
‘my life insnred I had robbed my wife and children
. of their self-reliance. Why should they not be expected
to take care of themselves ? What happened to the
families of the numberless poor in the world ? Why
should I not count myself as one of them ? -
A multitude of such thoughts passed through my
'mind, but I did not immediately act upon them. i
'_recollect having paid at least one insurance prnmmm
in South Africa.
Outward’ circumstances too, Suppnrtt.d this train

QUIC'KENED SPIRI'I' OF bALRIFILh

 of thought. During my first sojourn ih South Afiica +

it was Christian influence that had kept alive in me

the rehgmua sense. Now it was theosophical influence
that added strength to it. Mr. Ritch was a theosophist
and put mé in touch with the society at Johannesburg.
I never became a member; as I had my differences,
but I came in close contact wath almost every theoso-
phist. I had religious discussions with them every day.
There used to be readings from  theosophical books
and sometimes I had occasion to address their meetings.
The chief thing about thecsophy .is to cultivate and
promote the idea of brotherhood. We had considerable

* discussion over this, and I criticized the members

where their conduct did not appear to me to square.
with their ideal. The criticism was not without  its

+ wholesome effect on me. It led to introspection. = 4

21
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RESULT OF INTROSPECTION

When, in 1893, ‘I came in close contact with
/' Christian friends, I was 2 mere novice. They tried
" 'bard to bring home to me, and make me accept, the
. raessage of Jesus, and I was a humble and respectful
listener with an open mind. At that time I naturally
studied Hinduism to the ' best of my 1b111ty and
endeavoured to understand other religions.

. In 1903 the position wasy somewhat changhd
Theosophist friends certainly intended to draw me
into their society, but that was with a view to getting
- something from me as a Hindu. Theosophical literature
" is replete with Hindu influence, and so these friends
‘expected that 1 should be helpful to them. I explained
 that my Samskrit study was not much to speak of)
that I had not read the Hindu scriptures in the
original, and that even my acquaintance with the
_ translations was of the slightest. But being believers
in sanmiskara (tendencies caused by previous births )
and punarjanma ( rebirth ), they assumed that [ should
be able to render at least some help. And so 1. felc
like a Triton among the minnows. [ started reading’
Swami Vivekananda's Rajavoga with some of these
friends and M. N. Dvivedi's Rajayoge with others. [
bad, to read Patanjali's Yoga Sutras with one friend
and the Bhagavadgita with quite a number. We
formed a sort of Seekers’ Club where we had regular
readings. [ alteady had faith in the Gita, which had
a fascination for me. Now I realized the necessity of
diving deeper into it. 1 had one or two translations,
by means of which I tried to understand the original
Samskrit. T decided also to get by heatt one or two
verses every day. For this purpose I employed the




By
, née ‘of nqy morning ablutlons I'hc operation tock
| me thxrty-flve minutes, fifteen minutes for the tooth
biush and twenty for the bath. The first 1 used to
do standing in western fashion. So on the wall -
opposite [ stuck slips of paper on which were written
the Gita verses and referred to them now and then
to help my memory. This time was found sufficient
for memorizing the daily portion and recalling ' the
verses already learnt. I remember having thus
committed to memory thirteen chapters. But the
memorizing of the Gita had to give way to othen
work and the creation and nurture of Satyagraha,
which absorbed all my thinking time, as the latter
may be said to be doing even now.

What effect this reading of the Gita bad on my
friends only they can. say, but to me the Gita

w became an infallible guide of conduct. 1t became my

dictionary of daily reference. Just as I turned to the
English dictionary for the meanings of English words
that I did not understand, I turned to this dictionary
of conduct for a ready solution of all my troubles and)’

' =. trials, Words like aparigrahe . ( non-possession ) and

| samabhava (equability) gripped me, How to cultivate
and preserve that equability was the question. How
was . one  to tteat  alike insulting, insolent and
corrupt officials, co-workers of yesterday raising mean-
ingless opposition; and men who had always been
good to one? How was one to divest oneself of vall
. possessions ? . Was not' the body itself possession
Lnuugh? Were not wife and children possessions?
Was I to destroy all the cupboards of books I had?
Was I to give up all 1 bad and follow Him ? Straight
came the answer: I could not follow Him ‘unless I
gave up all [ had. My study of Enghsh law came to
my help. Snell's discussion of the maxims of Equity =
came to my memory, ! understood more clearly in
the light of the Gita teaching' the implication of the
word ‘trustee’. My regatd for jurisprudence increased,




Ly EKPERIMENTS wrm TRUTH.

Idlscovered in 1t rehg:on T undrﬁrqmod th&, Giita
' /teaching of non-possession to mean that those who!
- desired salvation should act like the trustee who,
" though having control over great possessions, regards
"« mot an jota of them as his ‘own, It became clear to
e a8 dayhght that non-possession and  equability
i presupposed a change of heart, a change of attitude.
I then wrote to Revashankarbhai to allow the insur-
/'l jance policy to lapse and get whatever could be
| recovered, or else to regard the premiums already
. 4 paid as lost, for I had become convinced that God,
who created my wife and children as well as myself,
' iwould take care of them, To my brother, who had
. been as father to me, I wrote e,xplammg that I had
/! "given. him ail that I had saved up to that moment,
' but that henceforth he should expect nothing from
" me, for future savings, if any, would be utilized for
the benefit of the community. :
/T could not easily make my brother understand
this, In stern language he explained to me my duty
‘towards him, I should not, he said, aspire to be wiser
than our father. I must suppoxt the family as he did.
-1 pointed out to him that I was doihg exactly what
' our father had done. The meaning of ‘family' had
. but to be slightly widened and the wisdom of my step
would become clear,

My brother gave me up and practically stopped
__;rH; communication. I was deeply distressed, but it
-"‘would have been a greater distress to give up what,
e cons1deied to be my duty, and I preferred the lesser.

But that dld not .;ffcct my devotion to him, which
remained as pute and great as ever. His great love
for me was at the root of his misery. He did not'so
‘much want my money as that [ should be well-
‘behaved towards the family. Near the! 'end of his
life, however, he appreciated my ' view-point. When
./ almost on his death-bed, he realized that my step had
'been right and wrote me a most pathetic letter, He




;épﬁ/logxzed to me, if indeed a father may apologue to
 his son. He commended his sons to my care, to be

' RESULT OF INTROSPECTION

il _brougut up as I thought fit, and expressed his impati-

ence to meet me. He cabled that he would like to
' come to South Africa and I cabled in reply 'that he
could, But that was not to be. Nor could his desire
as regards his sons ‘be fulfilled. He died before he
could start for South Africa, His sons had been
brought up in the old atmosphere and could not
change their Sourse of life. I could not draw them |
to me. It was not their fault. ‘Who can say thus
far, no further, to the tide of his own nature ?' Who
can-erase the impressions with which he is born? It
is 1dle to expect one’s children and wards necessarily
to follow the same course of evolution as oneself.
This instance to some extent serves to show what
a terrible responsibilicy it is to be a parent




i VI |
A SACRIFICE TO VEGETARIANISM

i As the-ideals of ‘sacrifice and simplicity were
; - becoming more and more realized, and the religious
|| conscioushess was becoming more and more quickened
IS o daily life, the passion for vegetarianism as a
. » mission went on increasing, I have known only one
‘way of carrying on missionary work, »iz., by personal
i1 exa‘énple and discussion with searchers for knowledge.
" There was in Johannesburg a vegetarian restaurant
1 conducted by 'a German who believed in Kuhne's
| ‘hydropathic treatment. 1 visited the restaurant myself
“and helped it by taking English friends there. But I
. saw that it could not last as it was always in financial.
diffictlties. 1 assisted it as much. as 1 thought it
. deserved, and spent some money on it, but it had
‘ultimately to be closed down. :

] Most theosophists are vegetarians more or less,
. and an enterprising lady belonging to that society now
came upon the scene with a vegetarian restaurant on
‘a grand scale. She was fond of art, extravagant and
ignorant of accounts. Her circle of friends was fairly
large. She had started in a small way, but later’
_decided to extend the’ venture by taking large rooms,
_\_and:_asked me for help, I knew nothing of her

. finances when she thus approached me; but I took it
that her estimate must be fairly accurate, And I was
in a position to accommodate her. My clients used
to keep large: sums as deposits with me. Having
received the consent of one of these clients, I lent
about a thousand pounds from the amount to his

credit. This client was most large-hearted and trust-
ing. He had originally come to South Africa as an
indentured labourer., He said: 'Give away the money,
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_-_j 5/ou like. I know nothmg in thE'SL mattets, Ionly'
\know you.' His name was Badri. He afterwards
/' took a prominent part in Satyagraha, and suffered.

imprisonment as well. So I advanced the loan

assuming that this consent was enough,

‘In two or three months’ time L .came to know

that the amount would not be recovered. I could ill

afford to sustain such a loss. There were many other
purpeses to which | could bave applied this amount.
The loan was never repaid. But how could trusting
Badri be allowed to suffer? He had known me only.

i made good the loss,
A client friend : to  whom I spoke' about thisl

transaction ‘sweetly ctud me for my folly, _
‘Bhai,'—1 had  fortunately not yet become

' Mahatma ', nor even "Bapu' (father), friends used to
. call me by the loving name of ‘Bhai’ (brother)~—said
"he, ‘this was not, for you to do. We depend upon
you in 'so many things. You are not going to get

back this amount. I know you will never allow Badri
to come tc grief, for you will pay him out of your
pocket, but if you go on helping your reform schemes

by operating on your clients’ money, the poor fellows
“will be ruined, and you will soon become a beggar.

‘But you are our trustee and mpsgknow that, if vou
: become a be,g,gar all our pt@!%’\mrk will come to

a stop.’
The friend, I am theﬂ'l{lll to say, 18 still ‘alive.

I have not yet come across a purer man than he, in
 South Africa or anywhere else. I have known him to
apologize to people and to cleanse h1mself when,
having happened to suspect them, he had found his
suspicion to be unfounded,

1 saw that he had rightly warned me, For though.

I made good Badri’s loss, I should not have been able
to meet any similar loss and should have been driven
to mcur debt--a thing I have never done in my life

and always abhotred. I realized that even a ian's
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EKPERIMENTS !‘\T EARTH AND WA T FR
TREATV{ENT

" With the growmg simplicity of my life. my dxshke i
for medicines steadily increased. While practising in
Durban, I suffered for some time’ from ' debility and
rheumatic inflammation. Dr. P. J. Mehta, ‘who had

wcome to see me, gave me treatment, ‘and, 1 got well.
" After that, up to the time when I teturned to India,
' T do not remember having suffered trom any a_ﬂment
to speak of.
But I used to be troubled w1th constipatioft and
| frequent 'headaches, while at Johannesburg. - I kept
" myself fit with occasional laxatives and a well-tegulated
diet; But 1 ¢ould hardly call myself healthy, and
 always wondered when I should get free from the
incubus of these laxative medicines.
- About this time I read of the formation of a
*No  Breakfast Association' in  Manchester.  The
‘argument of the promoters was that Englishmen ate
| oo often and too much, that their doctors’ bills were
. heavy because they ate until midnight, and that they
should at least give up breakfast, if they wanted to *
improve this state of affairs. Though all these things
" could not be said of me, I felt that the argument did
\ partly apply in my case. I used to have three square
_meals daily in addition to afternoon tea. I was never
‘a spate eater and enjoyed as many delicacies as could
be had with a- vegetarian and spiceless diet. I scarcely i
ever got up before six or seven. I thetefore argued =
‘that, if I also dropped the motning breakfast, I might
. become free: from headaches. 8o I tried the experi-
“ment. For a fow days it was rather hard, but the

headaches entirely disappeated, This led me to
! concludn that T was e'mng more than I needed.




MY EXPERIMEN’[S WI'I'H TRUTH

: s But the change was far from relieving me of
tanstxpatwn. I tried Kuhnes hipbaths, which gave
0L some relief but did not completely cure me. In the
- meantime the German who had a vegetarian restau-
‘rant, or some other friend, I forget who, placed in my
‘hands Just's Return to Nature. In this book I read
about earth 'treatment. The author also advocated
fresh fruit and nuts as the natural diet of man. I did
i not at once take to the exclusive fruit diet, but
Jmme_l.tatdy began experiments in earth treatment,
. land with wonderful results, The treatment consisted
| in applying to the abdomen a bandage of clean earth
npistened with cold water and spread like a poultice
on fine linen. This I applied at bedtime, removing it
‘during the night or in the morning, whenever I happened
to wake up. It proved a radical cure. Since then I
have ‘tried the treatment on myself and my friends
8 and never had reason to regret it. In India I have
 not been able to try this treatment 'with  equal
confidence. For one thing, I have never had time to
settle down in ope place to conduct the experiments.
. But my faith'in the earth and water treatment re-
. mains practically the same as before; Even today I
'. give myself the earth treatment to a certain extent and
. recommend it to my ¢o-workers, whenever occasion
anses.

Though I have had two  serious illnesses in my
hfe I believe that man has little need to drug him-
| self, 999 cases out of a thousand can be brought
tound by means of a well-regulated diet, water and
| earth treatment and similar household remedies. He:
who rtuns to the doctor, waidye ot hakim for every
little ailment, and swallows all kinds of vegetable and
mineral drugs, not only curtails his life, but, by
‘becoming the slave of his body instead of remaining
' its master, loses self-control. and ceases to be a man.
" Let no one discount these observations because
they are bemg written in a sn,xbed I know the reasons

i
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y:f/m 111nes.-zea I am fully conscious that I alone ar
sponsible for them, and it is because of that consci-’
¢ ousness that I have not lost patience. In fact 1 have
. thanked God for them as lessons and successfully
‘B resisted the temptation of taking numerous drugs. I
. know my obstinacy often tries my doctors, but  they
--kmdly bear with me and do not give me up. '

W However, I nust not digress. Before proceeding
further, I should give the reader a word of warning,
‘Those who purchase Just's book oW the 'stre agth of
this chapter should not take everything in it to be

. gospel truth. A writer almost always presents one
aspect of ‘a case, whereas eévery case can be seen from
. no less than seven points of view, all of which are
probably correct by themselves, but not correct at
 the same time and in the same circumstances. And
rhu'.n many books are written with a view.to gaining
customers and earning name and fame. Let those, there-.
vtore, who read such books as these do 8o with discern-
ment, and take advice of somé experienced man before
‘trying any of the experiments set forth, or let them
~ read the books with patience and digest them thoroughly
before acting upon them.




ey il i
TR T . A WARNING

T am affaid T must continte the digression until
'/ the next chapter. Along with my experiments in earth
 treatment; those i® dietér_ics svere also: being carried
_on, and it ‘may not be out of place here to make a
| few observations as regards the latter, though I shall
1 have occasion to refer to them again later. -
N e I may not, now or hereafter, enter into a detailed
account of the' experiments in dietetics, for I did ' s0
/in a seties of Gujarati articles which, appeared years
o ago m dIndian Opinion, and which were afterwards
. published in the form of a book popularly known in
0 English as A Guide to Health, Among my little books
i this has been the most widely read alike in the East
0 and in the West, a thing that 1. have not ye: been
. Lable to understand. It was written for the benefit of
. the teaders of Indian Opinion. But T know that the
\ booklet has profoundly influenced the lives of many,
. both in the East and. in the West, who  have | never
i/ seen Indian Opinion. For they have been corresponding
 with me ‘on the subject. It has therefore ‘appeared
. mecessaty to say something here about the booklet,
. for though I see no reason to alter the views set forch
"o an it yet T have made certain radical ‘changes in my
- actual practice, of which all readers of the book do
not know, and of which, I think, they should be
Adnformed. . ; ARV AN T
| The booklet was written, like all my other writings,
with a spicitual end, which has always inspired every
one of my actions, and therefore it is a matter  for
| deep distress to.me that I am unable today to practise
some of the theories propounded in the book,
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/It 1s my *iﬁn convxcnon that man need ‘take no
milk at all, beyond the mother's milk that he takes
as a baby. His ' diet should consist of nothing but
sunbaked’ fruits and nuts, He can secure enough
nourishment. both for the tissues and the nerves from
fruits like grapes and nuts like almonds. Restraint of
the sexual and other passions becomes easy for a man.
who lives on such food, My co-wotkers and I have
seen by experience that there is much truth in the
Indian proverb that as a man eats, so shall he become.
‘These views have been set out elaborately in the
book.

| But unf{)rtunately in India I have found myae‘ﬁ'
‘obliged to deny some of my theories in practice.
- Whilst I was engaged on the recruiting campaign in
Khbeda, an error in diet laid me low, and I was at
death’s door, I tried in vain to rebuild a” shattered
constitution without milk. I sought the help of the
doctors, »aidyas and scientists whom I knew, to
recoimend a substitute for milk. Some suggested
mung water, some mowhre oil, some almond-milk.
I wore out my ' body in experimenting on tin.sr'.-
but nothing could help me to leave the sickbed, The
vaidyas read verses to me from Charaka to show
that religious scruples about diet have no. place in

therapeutics. So they could not bé ‘expected to help )

me 'to continue to live without milk. *And how could
those who recommended beef-tea and brandy without
hesitation help me to persevere with a milkless diet?

I might not take cow's or buffalo’s milk, as I was.

bound by a vow. The vow of course meant the

* giving up of all milks, but as I had mother cow’s and
mother buffalo’s only in mind when I took the vow,
and as I wanted to live, I somehow beguiled myself
into emphasizing the letter of the vow and decided to
take goat’s milk. I was fully conscious, when I marted v
taking mother goat's mllk that the spirit of my vcm
was destroyed. A
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. But the idea of leading a _campamx ‘against the
' Rowlatt Act had possessed me. And with it grew
i the desite to live. Consequently one of the gdreatest
experiments in my life came to a stop.
i T know it 18 argued that the soul has nothing to
/' do with what one eats or drinks, as the soul neither -
\eats nor drinks; that it is not what you put inside
‘from without, but what you express outwardly from
| within, that matters. There 1s no doubt some force in
" this. But rather than examine this reasoning, [ shall
L content myself with merely declaring my firm convic~
L tion that, for the seeker who would live 'in 'fear 'of
/| God and who would see Him face to face, rescraint
Jin diet both as to quantity and quality is as essential
|as restraint in thought and speech. = /
. In a matter, however, where my theory has failed |
ume, I should not only give the information, but issue
| M grave warning against adopting it. [ would therefore
| “urge those who, on the strength of the theory pro-
pounded by me, may have given up milk, not to
persist in the experiment, unless they find it beneficial
in every way, or unless they are advised by experienc-
_ ed physicians. Up to now my experience ‘here 'has
<hown me that for those with a weak digestion and |
for those who are confined to bed there is no light
and nourishing diet equal to that of milk. _
I should be greatly obliged if anyone with
sxperience in this line, who happens to read this
' chapter, would tell me; if he has known  from
| experierice, and not from reading, of a vegetable
" substitute for milk, which is equally nourishing and
" digestible, / - Hatia




IX
A TUSSLE WITH POWER

To turn how to the Asiatic Department.

Johannesburg was the stronghold of the Asiatic
officers. I had been observing that, far fcbm protect-
" ing the Indians, Chinese and others, these officers
were grindin’g them dowr. Every day 1 had complaints
like this: ' The rightful ones are not admitted, whilst
those who have no right are smuggled in on payment
of £100. 1f you will not remedy this state of things,
who will 2’ I shared the feeling. If I did not succeed
in stamping out this evil, I should be living in the
Transvaal in' vain.

So [ began to collect . evldmce and as soon as L
had gathered a fair amount, I approached the Police
Cummissxoner ‘He appeared to bz a just man. Far-
from giving me the cold shoulder, he listened to me
patiently and asked me to show him all the evidence
in my possession, He examined the witnesses himseli
and was satisfied, but he knew as well.as [ that it

; '-_w"is difficult in South Africa to get a white jury to

‘convict a white offender against coloured men. But/
said he, "let wus tmy at any rate. It is not proper
either, to let such ctiminals go scot-free for fear of
the jury acquitting them. I must get them arrested.
1 assure you I shall leave no stone unturned.’

[ did not need the assurance. I suspected  quite
a number of officers, but as [ had no unchallengeable
evidence against them all, warrants of arrest were
issued against the two about whose gu:lt [ had not
the slightest doubt.
. My movements could never be kept secret. Many
knew that I was going to the Police Commissiotiex
practically daily, The two officers against whom
warrants had been issued had spies more or less




efficient. They used to patrol my office and-rep'ort my

" movements to the officers. I must admit, however,

that these  officers were so bad that they could not

.'ha\'*e_ had many spies. Had the Indians and the

Chinese not helped me, they would never 'bave been
artested. .
! *One of these absconded. 'The Policg Commissioner
9 obtained anf extradition warrant against him and got

him arrested and brought to the Transvaal. They

Jwere tried, and although there was strong evidence
- against them, and in spite of the fact that the jury

‘had evidence of one of them having absconded, both

| were declared to be not guilty and acquitted.

(N T a s sorely disappointed. The Police Com-
-m_xssl__oner also was very sorry. I got disgusted with
. the legal profession. The very inteilect became an

4 ._'tor screening orime.
' " However, the guilt of both these ofncers was so

. patent that inspite of their acquittal the Governme_nt.

. could not harbour them Both were cashiered, and

the Asiatic department became comparatively clean,

and the Indian community was somewhat reassured,
_ The event enhanced my prestige and brought me
~more  business. The bulk, though not all, of the

. hundreds of pounds that the community was monthly
| 'squandering in peculation, was saved. All could not

it was now possible for the honest man to preserve
~ his honesty, i :
bl I must say that, though these nfficers wete so
~bad, I had nothing 4gainst them versonally. They
were aware of  this themselves, and when ' in their
" straits they approached me, I helped them too. They
" had a chance of getting employed by the Johannesburg
‘Municipality in case I did not oppose the proposal.
A friend of theirs saw me in this connection and I
agreed not to thwart them, and they succeeded,

g |

abomlnatlon to me inasmuch as it could be prostituted

‘be saved, for the dishonest ill plied their trade. But

MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH L
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i 1 came in, contact pelfectly at ease. and though il had
. often to flght with their department and use stmng_
language, they remained quite friendly with me. I was
| not then quite conscious that such behaviour was part |
" of my nature, I learnt later that it was.-an essential
part of Satyagraha, and an attribute of ahimsa.
: Man and his deed are two distinct things. Whereas
3 good deed should call forth approbation and a wicked |
- deed disapprobation, the doer of the deed, whether
good or chked always deserves respect or pity as the | :
fcase may be. "Hate the sin and not the sinner’ is a '
/ precept which, though easy enough to understand, is
. rarely practm,d, and that is why the poison of hatl‘ed
| spreads in the world.
This ahimsa is the basis of the search for truth
. I am realizing every day that the search is vain unless
1t is founded on ahimsa as the basis. It is quite proper
to resist and attack a system, but to resist and attack
~its author is tantamount to resisting and attacking
oneself. For we are all tarred with the same brush,
and are children of one and the same Creator, and
as such the divine powers within us are infinite. To
slight a single human being is to slight those divine
powers, and thus to harm not only that being but
with him the whole world.




A vanety of incidents in my hfe have conapxred
‘to bring me 'in close contact with people  of many
creeds and ‘many communities, and my experience
with all of them warrants the statement that I have
 kriown no distinction between relatives and strangers, ..
 countrymen and foreigners, white and coloured, Hindus "
.an_d_ Indians of other faiths, whether Musalmans, =
‘Parsis, Christians or Jews. [ may say that my heart
""haskbeen incapable of making any such distinctions.
S cannot claim this as a special virtue, as it is in my
) f _wvery nature, rather than a result of any effott on wmy ..
.+ part, whereas in the 'case of ahimsa ( non-violence), -
“brahmacharya (celibacy), apaﬂgraha (non-possessron)
""and other cardinal virtues, I am fully conscious of a
.;,5}.__\ &{ntmuous striving for cheir caltivation, -«
+7 'When I was practising in Durban, my. office.
t-.lelks often’ stayed with me, and there were among
them Hindus and Christians, or to describe them by
‘their provinces, Gujaratis and  Tamilians. I do’not
il recoileat having ever regarded them as anything but
5 ‘my kith and kin. I treated them as members of my
-g_faf“ family, and had unpleasantness with my wife if ever
1 ishe stood in the way 'of my treating them as such.
% | One of the clerks was a Christian, born of Panchama-
W N parents. ;
oy The house was built after the "W'estern model
and the rooms rightly had no outlets for dirty water.
- Each room had therefore chamber-pots.  Rather than
have these cleaned by a servant or a sweeper. my wife
ord attended to them. The cletks who made them-
selves completely at home would naturaily clean their
own pots, but the Christian clerk was a newcomer,




. wife managed the pots of the others, but to clean
. those used by one who had been 2 Panchama seetned
to her to be the limit, and we fell out. She could not ¢
bear the pots being cleaned by me, neither did she
like 'doing it herself, Eyen today I can recall the picture
of her chiding me, her eyes ted with anger, and pearl
dzops streammg down her cheeks, as she descended the
ladder, pot in hand. But I was a cruelly kind husband.
1 regarded myself as her teacher, and so harassed her
out of my blind love for her,
' I was far from being satisfied by her merely
‘carrying the pot. I would have her do it cheerfully.
So I said, raising my wvoice: ‘I will not stand this
nonsense 1n my house.’ i - -

The words pierced- her like an arrow.

~ She shouted back: ' Keep your house to yourself
‘and let me go.’ Iforgnt myself, and the spring of
compassion dried up itn me. [ caught her by the hand,
dragged the helpless woman to the gate, which was
jusc opposite the ladder, and proceeded to open it with
the intention 'of pushing her out. The tears were
_ funning down ber cheeks in torrents, and she cried:

‘ Have vou no sense of shame ? Must you so far forget

“yourseli? Where am Itogo? 1 have no pnrents or
relatives here to hatbour me, Bemg your wife, you
think I must put up with your cuffs and kicks? For
Heaven's sake behave yourself, and shut the gate. Let.
us uot be found making scenes like this.!' i

I put on a brave face, but was real[y ashamed
and shut the gate 1f my wife could not leave me,
neither could I leave her, We ha_ve had numetrous
 bickeriugs, but the end hasalways been peace between
us, The wife, with her matchless powers of ¢ ._ndurcmce
- hdb always been the victor.

‘Today I am in a position to nartate the incident
,w-ith some detachment, as it belongs toa period out of
whichI have fortunately emerged. I amno longer a blind,
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it was our. duty ta attend to his ‘bedroom. My‘ i
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\_'nfatuatﬂ husband I am no more my w&e s teacher.

'Kasturba can, if she will, be as unpleasant to me today,
as I used to be to her before. We are tried friends,
~ the one no longer regarding the cther as the object
of lust. She has been a faithful nurse throughont my
illnesses, serving without any thought of reward*
The incident in question occured in 1898, '-:?ht.l
I had no conception of brahmacharya. It was a time
‘when I thought that the wife was the object of her
Zhusband’s lust, born to do her husband’s behest, rather
‘rthan a helpmate, a comrade and a partner in the

%, husband's joys and sotrows,

o

P It was in the year 1900 that these ideas underwcnt

radical transformation, and in 1906 = they took

r"'"--;’:ong:rltat:e shape. But of this I propose to speak in its

. proper place. Suffice it to say that with the gradual
disappearance in me of the carnal appetite, my domestic ,-
life became and is becammg more and more peaceful
sweet and happy. !

Let no one conclude from this narrative of a
sacred recollection that we are by any means an ideal
couple, or that there i1s a complete identity of ideals
between us. Kasturba herself does not perhaps know
whether she has any ideals independently of me. It is
‘likely that many of my doings have not her approval
even today. We never djscuss them, I see no good in

_ discussing them. For she was educated neither by her
parents not by me at the time when I ought to have
done it. But she 1s blessed with cne great quality to
a very considerable degree, a quality which most Hindu
wives possess in somemeasure. And it is this: willingly
or unwillingly, consciously or unconsciously, she has
‘considered herself blessed in following in my footsteps,
and has never stood in the way of my endeavour to
lead a life of restraint. Though, therefore, there is 2
wide difference between us intellectually, I have always
had the feeling that ours is'a life of contentment,
happmess and progress.




INTIMATE EUROPEAN CONTACTS

This chapter has brought me to a stage where it
becomes necessary | for mé to explain to the reader

" how this story 1s written from week to week,

When I began writing it, I had no definite plan
bafore me. T have no diaty or documents on which
te base the story of my experiments. I write just as
the Spirit moves me at the time ‘of writing, 1 do not
claim to know d‘efinit?Iy that all conscious thought,
and action on my part is directed hy the Spirit, But,
on an examination of the greatest steps that I have:

taken in my life, as also of those that may be regarded

as the least, I think it will not be improper to say 1

that. all of them were ditected by the Spirit.
| I have not seen Him, neither have I known Him,
I have made the world’s faith in God my own, and as

w my faith is ineffaceable, 1 regard that faitir as amounting’

to expetience. However, as it = may be said that to
describe faith as experience is to tamper ‘with truth,
it may perhaps be more correct to say that I have no ;
word for characterizing my belief in God.

It 1s perhaps now somewhat easy to undetstand
why [ belisve that I am writing this story as the Spirit’
prompts me. When [ began the last chapter I gave it
the beading [ have given to this, but as I was writing
it, T realized that before [ narrated my experiences
swith Europeans, I must write something by way of 2
preface, This I di d and altered the heading.

. Now again, as [ start on this chapter, I find my«
self confronted with a fresh problem. What thingsto
mention and what to omit regarding the English friends ©
of whom I am about te write is a serious pmbIem “
1f things that are relevant are omitted, truth will be



unmed And it 19 d1ff1cu1t to dec:de straightaway
[ what is relevant, when I am not even sure about the
' ..relevancj‘ of swriting this story.

I understand more clearly today what I read Iong
ago about the inadequacy of all autobiography as

. history. T know that I do not set down in this story
_vall that I remember. Who can say how much I must

give and how miuch omit in the interests of truth ?
And 'what would be the value in a court of law of
‘the inadequate ex parte evidence being tendered by nie

. of certain events in my life ? If some busybody were
|, to cross-examine me on the chapters already written,
~ ’he could probably shed much more hght on them, and

if it were a hostile critic’s cross~emmmatlon he might '

even flatter himself for having shown up " the hollow-
ness of many of my pretensions’,

I, therefore, wonder for a moment @ whether it

- might not be proper to stop writing these chapters. But

" so long as there is no prohibition from the voice
within, ] must continue the writing, ‘I must fellow the

sage maxim that nothing once begun should be aban-
doned unless it is proved to be morally wrong.

_ 1 am not writing the autobiography  to please
eritics,  Wiiting it is  1tself one of the experiments
with truth. One of its objects is certainly to provide

" some comfort and food for reflection for my co-wotkers.

 Indeed I started writing it in compliance = with their
wishes. It might not have been written, if Jeramdas
and Swami Anand had not persisted in their suggestion,

. If, therefore, I am wrong in writing t}: auto.bi’og'raphy,
» they must share the blame.

A Butto take up the subject indicated in the headmg
Just as I had Indians living with me as  members of
my family, so had [ English friends living with me in
Durban. Not that all. who lived with me liked it.

But I persisted  in having themi. Nor was I wise in
every case, I had some bitter experiences, but these
included both Indians and Europeans. And I do not
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tegret the experiences. In spite of them, and in spite
‘of the inconvenience and worry that | have often

caused to friends, I have not altered my conduct and, a0y
friecnds have kindly borne with me. Whenever my. /1 |

contacts with strangers have been painful to' friends,
I have not hesitated to blame them. I hold that be-
lievers who have to see the same God in. others that

they see in themselves, must be able to live amongst h

(all with sufficient detachment. And the ability to live |
thus can be cultivated, not by fighting shy of unsought
_opportunities for such contacts, but by hailing them

in & spirit of service and Wltha] keepmg oneself un-w_‘-.l""

_ affected by them. o

Though, therefore my house was full when the
| Boer War 'broke out, I received two Englishmen who
_'had come from Johannesburg. Bath were theosnplu‘zts,ﬁm
. one of them being Mr. Kitchin, of_whom we shall have
‘occasion to know more later. These friends often cost
my wife bitter tears, Unfortunacely she has had many
such trials on my acecount. This was the first time that
I had English. friends to' live with me as infimately as
members of my family. T had stayed in English houses
during my days in England, but there I conformed to
. their ways of living, and it was more or less like
“living in a boarding bLouse, Here it was quite the
. contrary, The English feiends became members of
(the family. They adopted the Indian style in many
matiers, Though the appointments’ in the house were
*inthe; Wes::ern fashion, the internal life was moqtly
Tadian. 1 do temember having had some difficulty in
keeping. t}u_m as members of the ' family, but I ¢an
.t certainly say. that they had no difficulty in  making
 themselyes perfectly at home under my roof. In
-]nhanncsburg these contacw dewlaped further than

Uiidan Durban
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In Johannesburg I had at one time as maty as
four Indian clerks, who were perhaps more like my
sons than clerks. But even these. were not enough for

. my work, It was impossible to do without typewrtiting,
.l avhich, among us, if 'at all, only I knew, I tavght it

Wil to two of the clerks, but they never came up to the

Uimark because of their poor English, And then one of

‘these I wanted to train as an accountant. I could not

get out anyone from Natal, for ﬁnobod_v could enter

the' Transvaal without a permit, and for my own

personal convenience I was not prepared to ask a

'-:'Ifavour of the Permit Officer.

; I was at my wits’ end. Atrears were fast mounting

: up, so much so that it seemed 1mposnxble for me, how-

ever much I might try, to cope with professional and '

public work. [ was quite willing to engage a European
¢lerk, but I was not sure to get a white man or woman
to serve a coloured man like myself. However I decided
to try, I approached a typewriter's agent whom I
- knew, and asked him to get me a stenographet. There
were girls 'tvaihhh.. and he promised to try to secure
the services of one. He came across a Scotch  girl

. called Miss Dick, who had just come fresh from

<\ ' 'Scotland, She had no objection to earning an honest
livelthood, wherever | available, and she'was 'in need,
So the agent sent her on to me. She xmmedlately

- propc)ssessed me. . AT
"Don’t you mind servmg unde: an [ndjan Tl
asked het. e
‘Not at-all! was ber firm reply.
‘What salary do you expect 7
‘Would £17/10 be too much 2’ ' .
‘Not too much if you will give me the work I
want from you. When: can you join?’ ;




even after her marriage she did not fail to rﬁpond

in the Transvaal. She was about seventeen when she
‘came #o me. Some of her idiosyncrasies were at times ¢

EURQPEAN CON'TACTG' (Cowtd) 10
‘Thl.: moment, if you wish.’
I was | very pleased and stmxghtaway started
dlLtatmg letters to her.

Before very long she became more a daughter o

a sister to me than a mere stenotypist, I had scarcely
any reason to find fault with her work. She was often
entrusted with the management of funds amounting
to thousands of pounds, and she was in charge of
account books. She won my camplete confidence, but

*

‘what was perhaps more, she confided tome her inners » '
most thoughts and feelings. She sought my advice m '

the final choice of her husband, and1 had the privilege
to give her away in marriage. As soon as Miss Dick
became Mrs. Macdonald, she had to leave me, bu

whenever under pressure I made a call upon heri 10

But a permanent stenotypist was now needed i
her place. and T was fortunate in getting another gitl
She, was Miss Schlesin, introduced to me by Mr.
Kallenbach, whom the reader will know in due course.
She'is at present a teacher in one of the High 5 Schools

too much for Mr. Kallenbach and‘me. She had! come

. less to work as a stenotypist than to gain experience.
_Colour pregudlce was foreign 'to her temperament. She

seemed to mind neither age nor experience. She would
not hesitate even to the point of insulting a man and

: telhng ‘him to his face what she ‘thought of him. Her -
""..J,mpe.tuo-m:y often landed me in difficulties, but her
. open and’ guileless temperament removed them as soon

| las they were created. I have often signed without |

revision lettets typed by her, as I considered her
English to be better than mine, and had the fullest .

| confidence in her loyalty.

Her ‘sacrifice was great, For a considerable period

| she did not draw more than £ 6, and refused ever to

.receivemore than £ 10 a month. When I urged her




MY EXPERIME‘\]TS 'WITH J'RUTH

to take more. she would give me a sﬁoldmg and say,
“1 am not here to draw a salary from you. I am here '
' because I like to wm:k with you ‘and, I like your
| ideals.?
' She had once an oceasion to take £ 40 from me,
. but she insisted on having it as a loan, and repaid
\ the full amount last year, Her courage was equal to
i e sacrifice."She is one of the few women I have
" been privileged to ccme across, with a character as
‘clear as. crystal and courage that would shame a
"warxxor She is a grown up woman now, I do not
inow her mind quite as well as when she was with
e;, but my contact with this young lady will ever be
r ine a sacred recollection, I would therefors be
se to truth if I kept back what I know about her.
She knew neither night nor day in toiling for the
cause. She ventured out on errands in the darkness
of the night all by herself, and angrily scouted any
uggestion of an escort. Thousands of stalwart Indians.
oc}kgd up to her for guidance, When during the
Satyagraha days almost every one of the leaders was
in Jaxl she led the movement single-handed. She had
the management of thousands, a tremendous amount
g of correspondence, and Indian Opinion in her hands
but she never wearied.
I could go on without end writing thus, -aboutr
‘Miss Schlesin, but I shall conclude this chapter with

one 'of my co-workers. He was pleased w:th many
of them, and would often give his opinion of thein.

" He gave the first place to Miss Schlesin amongst
' all the Indian and European co-workers. ‘1 have
- rarely met with the sacrifice, the purity and the fear~
!es'cncss I bave seen in Miss Schlesin, ' said he,

* Amongst your co-workers, she takes ths- fn:st place

L in ' my estimation.’

k

eiting: Gokhale's estimate of her! Gokhale knew every. . Ay
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_ ‘INDIAN OPINJON *

Before, 1 proceed . with the other intimate
European contacts, I must note two or three items of
importance. One of 'the contacts, however, should be
mentioned at once. The appointment  of Miss Dick

‘was not enough for my purpose. I needed mote

assistance, I have in the earlier chapters referred to
‘Mr. Ritch. I knew him well. He was manager ina .
commercial firm, He approved my suggestion of leaving
the firm and getting articled under me, and he con-

siderably lightened my burden. ; ;

About this time Sjt. Madanjit approached memth

a proposal to start Indian Opinion and sought roy
advice. I_-*Ie had already been conducting a press, and T
approved of his proposal. The journal was Taunched

in 1904, and Sjt. Mansukhlal Nazar became thée first . |

editor, But I had to bear the brunt of the work,
having for most of the time to be practically in charge
of the journal., Not that Sjt. Mansukhlal could not
carry it on. He had been doing ' a fair amount of
journalism whilst in India, but he would never venture
| to write on intricate South African problems so long
as [ was there. He had the greatest confidence in my .
. discernment, and therefore threw on me the responsi=

«  bility offastending to the editorial columns. The
journal ' has been until this day a weekly. \In the

| lcontimgance.

beginning it used to be issued in 'Guijarati; Hindi, Tamil
and English. I saw, however, that the Tamil and
' Hindi sections were a make-believe., They did not
serve the purpose for which they were intended, so
I discontinued them as I even felt that there would
be a certain amount ' of deception involved | in their
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"I had no notion that I should have to invest any
money in this journal, but I soon discovered that it
could net go on  without my financial help. The
Indians and the Europeans both knew that, ‘though I
was not avowedly the editor of Indian Opinion, I was
v wvirtually responsible for its conduct. Tt would not
'\ bave mattered if the journal had never been statted.
. but'to stop it after it had once been launehed would
. haye been both a loss and a disgrace. So. I kept on
pouring out’ my money, until ultimately [ was
‘practically sinking all my savings in it, [ remember, a
tme when I had to remit £ 75 each month.
ut after all these years I feel that the journal
rved the. community well: It was never intended
be a commercial concern. S0 long as it was under
ontrol, the changes in the journal were indicative
¢ changes in my life. Indian Opinion in those days,
ke Young India and Navajivan today, was a mirror
‘of part of my life. Week after week I poured out
‘my soul in its columns, and expounded the principles
‘and practice of Satyagraha as I understood it. During
| ten years, that is, until 1914, excepting the intervals
of my enforced rest in prison, there was hardly an
\issue of Indian Opinion without an article from me.
I cannot recall a word in those articles  set down
without  thought < or deliberation, or 'a word of
~conscious exaggeration, or anything merely to please.
. Indeed the journal became for me a training in self-
I--'_r.“.«ertraint, and for friends a medium through which to
. keep in touch with my thoughts. The crific found
U yery little to which he could object. In fact ' the
" tone of Indian Opinion compelled the critic to put a
s curb on his own pen. Satyagraha would Dprobably
1\ "have been impossible without Indian Opinion. The
| readers looked forward to it fora trustworthy account
. of the Satyagraha campaign as also of the real condi-
tion of Indians in South Africa. For me it became a
- means for the study of human nature in all i4s casts




| though the €ommunity thought audibly through this

I aIWays aamed at) est'tbhshmg i
_ ciearp bond between the editor and the il
f ! ' Ih'undated with letters containirg the

 outpourings of my correspondents’ hearts. They were |
friendly, critical or bitter, according to the temper of. |
‘the writer. It was a fine education for me to stud)u /

digest and answer all this' correspondence. It was a8

correspondence  with me. It made me thoroughly
understand the responslbﬂlty of a jourmalist, and the
~bold I secured in this way over the community mgde
the future campaign workable, dignified and irresistible
In the very first month of Indian Opinion,.
realized that the sole aim of journalism should T
‘service. The newspaper press is a gu,at power, but
Just as an unchained torrent of water submerges whole
countrysides and devastates crops, even so an un-
controlled pen serves but to destroy. If the control '/
(s from without, it proves more poisonous than want
of control. It can be profitable only when exercised
from within. If this line of reasoning is correct, how
| many of the journals in the world would stand the
test? But who would stop those that are useless?
. And who should be the judge? The useful and _the
useless must, like good and evil generally, go on _
together and man must make his choice. A




- COOLIE BOCATIONS OR GHETTOES ?

y _zegard as | untouchables ', are relegated to remote
. auarters of artown or a village, called in Gujarati

ven so in Christian Europe the Jews were once
untouchables', and the quarters that were assigned

imilar way today we have become the uantouchables
f South Africa. Tt remains to be scen how far the

succeed in ‘rehabilitating us.

_.-people of God, to the exclusion of all others, with
' the result that their descenddnts were visited with a
ystrange and, even unjust retribution. Almost in a
similar way the Hindus have considered themqelveb
Aryaa or civilized, and a section of their own kith and
kin as Anaryas or untouchables, with the result that

mpon  the Hindus in South Africa, but the Musalmans
‘and' Parsis as well, inasmuch  as they belong to the
Same country and have the same colour as their
' Hindu brethren. ' e
. The reader will have now realized to some extent
the meaning of the word 'locations ' with which [ have
paded this chapter. 'In South Africa we have
cduired the odious name of ‘coolies’. The word
" coolie ' in India means only a porter or hired workman,

but in South Africa it has a contemptuous connotation.

It means what a pariash or an untouchable means to

Some of the classes Which render us the greatest
isoeial service. but which we Hindus have chosen to

dhedvado, and the name has acquited a bad odour.
o them had the (oftasisive name of 'ghettoes’. In a’

sacrifice of Andrews and the magic wand of Sasun-

The ancient Jews re garded themselves as the choaen ;

_fa strange, if unjust, nemesis is being visited not only

us, and the quarters assigned to the ‘coolies’ “are



