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L EReir lefforts | were all in vain determined. 1o fight. and rislk the W

Hia BEJFd;RE 'T:H_ﬁ: OO*UﬁTIN ﬁlﬁi_f?;‘ i

Ezi'r Gundh; g appemf to Lm*d Elgm and the eﬁ‘ort? ofﬂae Bmw
| #ish C’ommtftec dn London. were successful only i the extent of |
i séouring fro ! Lord E’!ymh a\declaration. that the ordinance .|
wowld be hung iy wntid the ma&w had rvecejved | the, considerg- |
tion of the Transvaal Parliament that was shortly to come vato
being. A constitutional  Govermment was' soon after Sormed i
the Transvaol and thenew measure recéived the Royal dssent
endbecame Law. The Indian Community in Transvaal séoing that

| consequences of disobedience i accordance with the resolution | |

' ;IMr Gandhi, was one of those | arrested and

' ‘Qommissioner accepted ‘this - guamnfee ‘Next moxmng

© reeelving roplies in the negative, | he wag prompﬁly avvostod,

passed at a vast musg meeting of. some $000 Bﬂtash .ﬁzdmﬂa .
held at the Empire Theatre, Jokanwsburg._ . ]

O the 26th December, 1907, the Royal Assent to me Imngm--
. tion Act was announced, and sbmuimnmusiy canie the news that
@ number of the leaders. of the two Astatic communities were worns =
. ed to appear before the Magistrate tv show cause why, having
Fazled to applyfor registration,  as reguired by the low, they' |
should mot be ordered to leave the Transvaal. Thoy were direcs
ted to lexve the Colony within ¢ given period, and failing tode '
410, they were sentenced to simple imprisonment for two' months. '
Eﬁ‘ougkt to'trial,
In Christmas week of 1907 Mr. Gtandhi recetved a telephone
message Srom My, H. &, D. Papenfue, acting Commissioner of
. Police for the Tmnsma? ashing  hiimwsder call at Mariborough
House.  Upon arriving the s infonmed *hat tv'r-e arresﬁz:
had been Orderad of himself and 25 others. | §
| The following  account of Hw proceecimga " C‘mart 18 taken g
from the “Indian' Opimﬁﬂ- B g
Mzr. Gandhi gave his word that a,ll wnuld appear be~ i

'-"I.fom the respect.we maglst.mtaﬂ at 10 . next day aud tihs

when he atfended at the B, Criminal Csurt he was | agke
ed by the c~‘tupaarmtemim:d‘. whabhat* ‘he held du]y !asuéd
| registrabion cortificates under law 2 of 1907, and upon

_and charged nnder  section 8 sub-section 2 of Jket 2 0E it
: 1907 in ﬁha.t hﬁ waa in tha Tmnsvu&l Withﬂut o regmﬁm- _ ':"'.
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A THE mum‘n AFRICAN INDIAN QUESTION

tion certtﬁcute issued under  the act, The Court was
erowded to excess, and it seemed as if, at ore tmw, the
barrier would bo overthrown, /

Mr. D. J. Schurman  prosecuted on behalf of the
Crown., '

Mr, Gandhi pleaded guilty.

‘Sup. Vernon gave evidence as to the arrest,

Mr, Gandhi asked no questions, but weut info the box
'prepared to make a statement. He said what he was
about to state was not evidence but he hoped the Court

! would grant him indulgence to make a short explanahon,

seoing that he was an officer of that Court. He mshed to
gay why he had not submitted to this.
My, Jordan (Magistrate) : I don’t think that has any-

' thing to do with it. The law is there, and you have dis-

. obeyed it, I do nob want any political speeches made.
. Mr, Gandhi: I do not want fo make any pnhtwal _
s}mehes \
Mr. Jordan : The question is, have you regzatered or
 not?  If you have no'; vegistered there is' an end of the
cage, 1f you have any explanation to offer
regards the order X am going to make that is an-
other story. There is the law, which has been passed by
‘the Transvaal legislature and sanctioned by the Imperial
Government. Al X have to do and all I can do is fio ad-
minister that law as 1t stends, j :
- Mr. Gandhi : I do not wish to give any evidence in
L oxtoruation and I know that legally I cannot gma ovidence
at all. o
_ Mr, Jordan ; All T have to deal mth is legal avxdanca
. What you want to say, I suppose is that you do not ap-
 prove. of $he law and you conseientiously resist it
ll'.r. Gandhz' That is perfectljr true,

L)
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Sl Jordau I wﬂl take the ewdenee it yOu say you Tl
«conscientionsly object, - |
My, Gandbi was proceeding to state when he came to

mmi m' coURT w 1907 T 51

the Transvaal and the fact that he was Secretary to the =

Britich Indian Association when Mrt. Jm'dan said be did
10t se0 how that afected the case,

Mr, Gandhi: T said that befors and 1 sxmpl_v asked fhe
mdulgetme of the Court for five minutes,

Mr, Jordan : T don’t think this is a case in which the
‘Court should gmnt any lndulgenca ; you ha.ve daﬁed the '

‘to say, - 18
The Magrst,ra.te then order ed Mr. Gandhl to leave the ;
country in 48 hours. AL
\On the L1tk January 1908 Mr. Gandhi appeared before the
Court, and he pleaded guilty to the charge of disobeying the
order of the Court 10 leave ths Oolony within 48 hours, |
s bt Gan'dlu asked leave to make a short statement
and havmg obtained it, he said he thought there should be
a distinotion mada between his cage and those who were to
follow, He had just received a meesage from Pretoria
steting that his compatriots bad been firied there and had A
beon sentenced to three months’ imprisonment with hard
iabour, and they had boen fined o heavy amount in lieu of
payment of which they would receive a further period of
‘three months’ hard labour, If these men had committed an
offence, ho had mmmntbed & greater offence, and he asked
~ the magistrate to impose upon him the heaviest penalty, .
My Jordan: You asked for the henviest penalt; TR
which the law authorised 2 e
Mr. Gandhi: Yes, Siv,

Mr. Gandhi : Very well, aix-, then I _htwe nothing mo_re;: .



52 THE SOUTH AFRICAN, INDIAN QUESTION

L M. Jofd&n: I must.sa.y I do not feel -.inc_linéﬁ to ac-

cede to your request of pussing the heaviest sentence which
is six months’ hard'labour with a fine of £500, That ap-
pears to me to be totally out of proportion to the offence

~ which you have committed. The offence practically is con-
tempt of Court in having disobeyed the order of "December

98, 1907, This is more or less a political offence, and if it

' had not been for the political defiance set. to the law

. ghould have thought it my duty to pass the lowest sentence:
_which T am authorised by the act. Under the circum-

.| stance, I think a fair sentenco to meet the case would be-
L two months’ imprisonment without bard labour, :

| || My, Gandhi was then removed in cusbody,

e

ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE ASSAILANTS.

As licemses to trads or to hawk were rofused wishout

tha production of the mew registration certificates,

many men were sentenced to imprisonment for hawk-
. wng without a licence, until the Johamnesburg gaol
‘was wncomfortably erowded. Realising that there

. agas no stgn of the passive résistamce movement
. breaking dovn and ampressed by the  determination
of  the Asiatic  eommumities, as well as the

inereasing pressure of public opinion mot only in

Englond and India, but also in South Africa and the
- Tramsvaal itself, Goneral Smuts decided to lry o
| bruce, and accordingly wmvited negotiations  from the .
_imprisoned Indian leadors. As a resubt of these
megotiotions, General Smuts suspended the operation

of the Act, and agresd to accept volumtary reé e-
gistration, promising at the same time  to mtroduce

. repealing legislation in the newt Session of Parlia-

meont, provided that voluntary re-registration had

7



{ bsa'n 8at'asfactomlJ eﬁ"ected. i Il‘me io has promise Mf‘. e
Gundhi took to volwntq,ry re-reg@stmtfaon wnsd begrm_ -

-advising his ommtrymen to do s0."

One miring in Pebruarg, 1908 wshen M. Gmﬂﬁt set ou ta -
Julfil hig pledge to the Tmnwaal Government that he would

A‘I'I'ITUDE zrounns 'mm Assm.mm i BE

undertals voluntary registration, he was attacked by yo @ amall '

-Mem of the Passive Resigters who bmugined that My .Gandhi
was playing the coward and betraying his trust. Thowgh
blesding profusely he -re;"uasd to seele police protemon againgt

 his oum, cozmcr?;mm and would mot permit. the Docior to'stitsh
up his face. befors compZetmg the. form of a;qp?.zcatm for. .
voluntary regisiration. . That same day though tossing. mr‘?é. |
Jever he issued the foltowmg mamfesto from: s sick bed i==

" Those who hava cOmmittad the act did not know what

.they were déing. They thonght that Lwas doing what wag
wrong, They have had their-redress in the only manuer they -

know. T, thevefore, request bhat no steps  be taken
against them, :

Seeing that the astsault. was committed by a M&hm |

z_nedan or Mahomedans, the Hindus = might probably feel
‘hurt, T so, they would put themselves in the wrong be-

fore the world and their Maker., Rather let the blocd spilt

to-day cement  the ‘bwo, communities indissolnbly: msueh

is my hennttalt prayer. ‘May  CGod grantit ). .. The | - AR

spirit of passive resistance rightly understood should make

the people feir none and nothing but God-—no cowardly
fear, thirefore, should déter the vast majority of sober- mmd'i_
od Lndians from doing their duty,  The promise of repea.i-

‘of the Act, against voluntary registration, having been
-given, it is the sacred duty of eve ry true Imhsln to help
‘the Government a.nd the (‘qlony tio ‘the uttermoﬂt

el .-.\,;.':.ﬁ-.,.-\.r\. e A T i i e, 40 AL o B e g - e
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THE ISSUE AT STAKE

Undisturbed in any way by the murderous atiack ow
him, Mr. Gandhi was able o secure the voluntary re-
registralion of his country-men by the middle of May,
1908. It was now time for Gen. Smuts to carry out his
promise io repeal the obnowious aet. Ut was clear how-
Cever Qen. Smuts was determined to depart from his

 promise and to ** break faith.” Immediate protests

were made by both the British Indian and Chinese
leaders to General Smuts, who, however, failsd to
satisfy them, constantly evading the issue. Finally
he swvited Mr. Gandhi to discuss the diffieulty with
him, and at the interview produced a Draft Bill to

 wepeal the Act, on condition that Mr. Gandhi, on be-

half of the British Indian community, would consent

to regard cortain. classes of Indiens as prohibibed,

amigrants, including even those who could pass the

most severs educalton test of the Immigration Act.

Rocognising at once that General Swmuts' intention

was to substitute for one piece of nsulting legisla-
tiom an even more humtliating law, Mr. Gandhi n-
dignemily refused to contemplate the suggestion, and

negotiations were abruptly broken off. The agitation
‘was w full swinyg ; the jails became erowded as

wsnal 3 a deputation was sent to England to ewplain

to the British public how General Smuts had broken.

Jorth and was playing with the liberty and the CoNSCl

ence of the Indian community. The following state-

ment tssued by Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Haji Habib on
the 5th Nov. 1909 in London gives am account of
the abortive megotiation made n Bngland by Mr.

Gandhi and the British Commattee there for e~
dressing the wrongs of the Tramsvaal Indions :—
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The Transvaal Brltmh Indmn D@putahon arrwad in
London on the 10th day of July last. The enclosed: st@ta-_
went of the British Indian case in that Colony was. pro-
pared immediately after the arrival in London of  that
Deputation, but it was not issued as delicate negotiations

with a view to arriving at a quiet setilement were in pro-

aress,  'We have now learnt that these have proved abor-
tive and that the position remains unchanged. It has,
therefore, bocome necessary for us to inform the public 8
to how the matter stands and what the struf,gle of the
Brisish fndians in the Transvaal means, ;

The ex-CUolonial Secrétary of the Tmnsmal durmg' 1&5

administration as 4 Crown Colony, writing in a magezine | | i

(in South Africa in the month of February last, thus cor=
roctly summed up the question :

The position of tha Indian leaders is that they Wlll tolet‘ata
10 law whic1 does not put theru on an equality with Buropeavs
in regard to restriction on immigration, They are willing to see
the number of Asiatics limited by 4dmmmtmtxge action, .,
They insist on equality in the terms of the law itself,

That is still the position. -

Mr, Bmuts, the 'present  Colonial Sceretary of the
Transveal, offers to repeal the Registration Law around
which the struggle has been raging for the last three yoars,
and fo concede fo a limited number of British Indmns.
" pther than former residents of the Transvaal, cortificates of

permanent residence,  Wero the object aimed at by the

British Indians the admission into the Colony of a few
mors of their brethran, this concession would be matenal

but the object they have had in view in agitating for the re-

peal of the Law being to secure lagal or theoretical equality
in vespect of immigration, their purpose is by the pro-
poaed maintenance of the lega.l dlaablhfy not  advanced
a step, Wo are not aware whether ‘the. above 'modi-
fication 'of the present law prqpbaéd ‘by M, Smuts

1 """"_‘-’",::{-.{'.'!\'_ iy T
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THE BOUTH AFRICAN TNDIAN QUESTION

will take place irrespective of the continuange of the
passive resistance at present bheing offored by the Bri-
tish Indinns of the Transvaal, but we aro in a position
to state that the proposed concession will not satisfy
passive resisters. The struggle of the Indian community of
that Colony was undertaken in order to obtain the removal |
of the stizma cast upon the whole of Indix by this legisla-
. tion, which imports a racial and colour bar into the Im-
migration Laws of a British Colony for the first time in
the history of Colonial legislation. The principle so laid
down that British Indians may not eanter the Transvaal
‘becanse they are British Indians is a radical departure from
tradxtlpnal policy, i8 un-British and intoleruble, and if
that principle is acceptied even tacitly by British Indiaans
we consider that they will be untrue to themselves, to
the land of their birth, and to the Fmpire to which they
- belong. Nor is it the passive resisters in the Transvaal
who in a matter of this kind have alone to be considered -
The whole of India is now awakened to a sense of the
insult that the Transvaal legislation offers to her, and we
feel that the people here, at the heart of the Empire,
cannot remain unmoved by this departure, so unprece-
dented and go vital, from Iroperial traditions, Mr. Smuts’
_proposal brings out the issue jn the clearest manner
possible, If we were fighting not for a principle but for
“ loaves and fishes, he would be prepared to throw them at
~us in the sbape of residential permits for the small
number of cultured British Indians that may be required
for our wants, but because we_insist upon the removal of
the 'implied racial taint from the legislation of the
Colony, he is nob prepared to yield an inch., He would
give us the hnsk without the kernel. Ho declines to
remove the badge of ‘inferiority, but is ready to change

I
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the presant ruugh IOOkmg symhol ot a mcaly pohahed |
'-dné." British Indians, hmvever. decline to be deluded.

They may yield everything, ocoupy any position, but t»ha

‘badge must be removed first, We, therefore, trust bhat'_. i
‘the public will not be misled by the specions COnCessions |

. ‘that are being offer ed into ' the  belief that Bntash s
Indians becanse they do not accept_ themn, are unreason
able in their demands, that they are uncompromising, and
that, thereford, they do not deserve the sympntby and sup-
port of a common sense and practical pubhc In the final
veply received by ug from Lord Crewe the followmg is t.ha )
position that is taken up:

Hig Lordship explained, to you t.hat Mr Smut.s was 1,m able to ol

" accept the claim that Asintics should be placed ina position of
«equality with Huropeans in respect of right of entry or otherwise,

Herein lies the cruz, Lega] equality in respect of t‘.ha _' i e

vight of entry, even though never a man does enter, i
what British Indians have been fighting for, and mmrd-
ing to the reports we have received from the Trangvial, is
what some of tham, at least, will die for. The anly possi”
ble justification for holding together the different COMIBY-
‘nities of the Bmpire under the same sovereignty is the

fact of elementary equality, and it is hecause the Transvaal |

legislation cuts at the very root of this prineiple that Bll~ .
tish Indians have offered a stubborn resistance. -
0 Xt would be contrary to fact to argue that no relief
can be had in this matter because the Trausvaal is a Self-
- Governing Oo]ony, and becwuse now South Africa has pot
its Union, The dl&iculty of the situation is due to a mis-
take committed at the centre of the Hmpire, 'The lmpe-
rial Government are party to theerime agsinst the Impe-
rial Qonstitution, They sanctioned when they ne¢d net
‘have, and when it was their duty not to have sanctioned
_ the legislation in question. They are now undoabtedly
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wost anxious to settle this troublesome matter. Lord
. Orewe has endeavoured to bring about a satisfactory result,.
but he is too late, Mr, Smuts, perhaps, very properly has
reminded his Lordship of the fact that the legislation in
question had received Imperial sanctlon and that he
ghould or could now be called upon f{o wretrace his steps,
because the British Indians in the Transvaal bad under-
taken to disregard the legislation, and to suffer the penal-
ties of such disregard. His position as a politician and as
an aspirant to high office *“ in a white South Africa” is
unquestionable, but neither the British public nor the
~ Indian public are interested in his position nor are they
party to this erime of the Imperial Government.

We may sdd that during the last four months arrests
and imprisonments have gone on uuabated. The leaders
of the community continue to go to prison. The severity
of the prison regulations is maintained. The prison diet
has been altered for the worse, Prominent medical men
of Johannesburg have certified that the present dietary
geale for Indian prisoners is deficient, The authorities,
unlike their action during last year, have ignored the reli-
gious seruples of Mahomedan prisoners, and have refused
to give facilities for observing the sacred annual fast which
millions of Mahomedans serupulously undergo from year

© to year, Sixty passive resisters recently came out of the
Protoria gaol emaciated and weak. Their message to us s
that, starved as they were, they are ready to be re-arrested
as soon ag the Govérnment wish to lay their hands on
them, The Acting Chairman of the British Indian Asso-
ciation has only just been arrested and sentenced to be
imprisoned for three months with hard labour. This is
his third term. He is a Mahomedan, A brave Parseo, a
weli-educated man, was deported to Natal, He re-entered
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and is now undargomg six monbhs lmpmsonmant wtth Sy
~ hard labour, He is'in ga.ol for the fifth time. A young
. Indian, an ex- Volunteer Sergeant, has also gone to gaol
 for the third time on the same terms as the Parsee, Wives
of imprisoned British Indians and their childven either
take up bagkets of fruit, hawk about aud earn their lwmg- 1
in order to support themselves, or are being supporbed
from contributions. Mr. Smuts, when he re-ombarked for
-South Afnca, said fhat he had arrived at an anderstanding, -
with Lord Orewe that would satisfy the large bodyof
British Indians who were henttily sick of the agitation. o |
~ His prophecy has been totally dlSpt’O\’Bd by what has hap~ S
pened since. L



. BEFORE THE COURT IN 1913,

While Mr. Gandhi was leading a deputation to England |

. .another deputation led by Mp, Polak came to India to press the

. guestion of the repeal of the £ 3 tax. Then followed an agitation

in England and India in 1910-1912 which compelled attention of

' the authorities, Then came the triumphal visit of Mr. Gokhale

0 Soath Africa. Mr. Gokhale made §pecial reprogentations to '

" 4he Union Ministers on this partioular question and a definite
undertaking was given to him to repeal the tax.. For & time it

| appeared that settlement was possible. Buf General Smuts
' again evaded and the tension became more acute, 'When in 1913

& measure was introduced into the Union Parliament exenpting

"% awomen only from its operation Mr. Gtandhi wired fo Mr. Giokhale

asking whether the yromise of repeal was limited to women
Lonly. Mr. Gokhale replied that it applied to all who were
\affected by the tax. Mz, Gandhi reminded the Union Govern-
' ment of the promise and asked for a definite undertaking to
‘repeal it in 1914. The Union Government declined, It was then
Ahat Me, Gandhi organised the great movement advising inden-
\tured Indinns so suspend work till the tax wasrepealed, Under .
. 'his téad the Indian labourers gathered in thousands and they
| 'passed mine after mine adding to their numbers. Then com-
" menced the histdric Mareh into the Transvaal allowing them.
“golves to be freely arrested, The (Government hoping to de-
snaralige the Indians issued a warrant to arrest My, Gtandhi.
./ Mr. Gandhi was on the 1lth November 1913 charged on
‘three counts, before the Regident Magistrate, My, J, W. Cross,
of Dundes, with inducing indentured immigrants to leave the
Province.  The court was crowded with Indiang and Europeans,
Mro W, Dalzell-Turnbull was specially instructed by the Attors
‘ney-Greéneral to appear for the prosecution, and Mr, Advocaie
J.W. Godfrey appeared for Mr. Gandhi, Mr. Gandhi pleaded

' guilty to the charges.

' Mr. Turnbull read the section and left the matter in the
hands of the Magistrate. ) | '

L0 My Godirey stated that he was under an obligation to the
| idefendert not to plead in mitigation in any way whatsoever. =~
 The circumstances which had brought Mr. Gandhi before the .

‘Magistrate were well known to all persons, and he was only ex~

pressing the desire of the defendant when he stated that the

Magistrate had a duty to perform, and that he was expected to

. erform that duty fearlessly, and should therefore not hesitate

Py impoge the highest sentense upon the prisonep if he felt that
he circumatances in the case justified it. i - i
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Mr. Gandhl obtained the permxsqmn of the Court, and mada

the following stateient,
As a member of the prnfessioh, and being an old resi-

dont of Natal, ho thought that, in justice to himself and

~ the public, he should state that the counts against hira
were of such o nature that he took the responsibility i im-«
posed upon him, for ke believed that the demonstration for
which bhese people were faken out of the Onlouy was one
for o worthy object., He felt that he should gay that he
had nothing agaiust the et ployers, and regrotted that in

this campaign serious losses were being caused to them

Heo appealed to the employers also, and he felt that  the
tax was one which was heavily weighing down his country-

men, and should be removed. He also felt that he wus in i
honour bound, in view of the position uf things between

My, Smuts and Professor Gokhale, to produce a striking

demonstration, He was aware of the miseries cauged  fo

the women and babes in arms. On the whole, he felt he
had not gone beyond the principles and honoar of the pro-
fession of which he was a member, He felt that he had
‘only done his duty in advising his countrymen, and it was

his duty to advise them again, that until the tax were re-

moved, to leave work and subsish upon rations obtained by

charity. He was cortain that without suffering it was nob -

possible for them to get their grievance remedied.
The Magistrate then addressed as follows :—-In this

case uhe accused had pleaded guilty to the three counts,
aad the section of law under which the accused wag
charged made him liable to a fine of £20 for 'each
 immigrant he attempted to induce, or induced, to leave’

the Provincs, Mr, Gandhi was an educated gentleman,

and had the distinction of being a member of the legal

profession, and whatever he had dowe, he bad done

R W T SN S R e R e e e S iy T

b b WA iy e Y MWL P S  FF R W, R e L
3 ; sl (sl i :
= ) { i} | \ {
L . i A i Y
T ] AALIN t G

g B

e e

=



T S o e

'.K'HE INJ’J!AN SOU'.&‘H A.'.‘BIU&N QUESTION i

mth a full knowiedge of the conaequenoes oi' lns act,

~ The Magistrate then referred to the conditions under
 which Indiens were brought into this Province, and the
 terms they had agreed upon for remaining here after the

| ‘oxpiry of their indentures. ' He also. reférred to the con- -
; ention of the Indians regarding My, Smuts’ alleged pro-
| 'mise to the Indians, The Natal mewmbers of Parlisment
bad eonsented to the tax being removed so far as it affect
'-sd the women and. children, but not the men, The Gov-
. ernment had, therefors, not broken faith with the Indians
_and he believed bhis was the ground upon which Mr,

Clandhi had advised the Indians to strike, To strike was

" %0 defy the law, and the Government’s position was that

80 long ag the Indians were out on strike, it was impossible
for them to consider any legislation regarding repeal, The
defendant was by his threatening conduct, ovnly bringing
ruination to the men and harshness upon themselyes, He

therefors advised the Indians to stop the passive resistance,

and make representations to the Government. He a.lso
belioved that the Indians were ahenamng the sympathy of

_ the Europeans who were at one with the Indians in ro-
. -queﬂﬁmg the Government for the ropeal of the tax. It

was a painful duty to pass sentence upon the conduet of a
gentleman like Mr. Gandhi, upon the deliberate contraven-
tion of the law, but he had a duty to perform, snd Mr,
Godfrey, his counsel, had asked him fearlessly to perform

~ that duty, Thﬁ accused bhaving pleaded guilty, he (the

Magistrate) acoepted that plea, and passed the following

- sentences :—Count 1, £20, or three monthy' imprisonment,

with hard labour ; Count 2, £20, or three months’ impri-

‘omraent, with hard Iabou,r, to take effect upon the expira-

tion of the sentence in respect to Count 1; CUount 3, .:820

' or three months 1mpnsonmsnt with hard labour, this to :



ta,ke offect upon the exp:ratmn of the sentence lmposed in

Count 2.

Mr, Gandhi, in a clear and calm voice, sald . 1 T elect

to go to gaol.” :
A large crowd of friends waited outside to see Mr,
Gandhi come out, but for some nnaccountable reason the

police took the greatest pains to ensure secrecy, and no one :

knew how he was taken away.

His connsel vigited him Ia.uer and, through him, de-
sired it to be stated that he was cheerful and confident,
and sent ag his message to the strikers the following :

« No cessation of the strike without the repeal of the £3
tax, The Government, having imprisoned me, can

gracefully make a declaration regarding the repeal,”

BEFORE THE couBt 1N 1913 9 '63.



" THI SOLOMON COMMISSION.

| While My, Gamdhi. and his compatriofs were
sufforing in jaul, his countrymen in India under the
guidance of Mr. Gokhale contwnued to render all
possible assistance to keep up the firm attitude of tha: [\
South African Indians. Money was raised 4n thou-,
samds for the help of the distressed im South  Africa.
. Amd in  December 1918 Lord Hardinge's famous
 speach tn Mudras i opened the eyes of the Imperial
| Qort. to the imiquities of the situation created by the
Union Government. Soon after a Royal Commission to-
onquire’ anto  Lthe  condition ' of  Indiems  im
' South Africa was appointed. In view of the'
 forthcoming ~Commassion's | enquiry Mr. Gandhe
and s colleagues were releosed from  prison, At a
moeting hold under the auspices of the Natol Indian
\ Association Mr. Qamdhi sketched the future pro-
gramme in  the following speech. Mr. Gandhs
sadd - ¢
He would have preferred to speak first in one-
|\ . of the Indian tongues, but in the presence of
| Messrs. Polak and , Kallenbach, his fellow-conviets, ;
feelings of gratitude compelled him to speak first in the
' tongue they krew. They would notice he had changed his
. dreas fraw that he had formerly adopted for the last 20
- years, and he had decided on the change when he henrd of
| the shooting of their fellow-countrymen, No matter whe-
ther the shooting was found to be justified or nof, the fact
was that they were shot, and those bullets shot him (Mr, * - |
‘Gandhi) through the heart also, * He felt how glorious it
would have bee:, il one of those bullots had struck him



L i PIG-STICKING i
The announcement of the Government of India to put into ‘force. thel Aot
prohibiting the supply of indentured labonr to Natal, cansed perturbation
among the employers of labour there who entered an energetic protest . =
against the decision of the Government, Bk




A ,. LORD HARDINGE e
[MRecontly your compatriote in South Africa haye taken matters
. into their own hands, by organising what is called passive reyiss |
L bance to laws  which they consider invidious and unjust, an
" 'opinion which we; who wateh their strugeles from: afay cannot

ol dhose laws, with full knowledge of the penalties involved, and
L yeady with all courage end patience o endure those pepalties.
. In all this they haye the symipathy of India—deep and burning
wand not only of India, but of all. those wha, like myself, with-
ut being Indians themselves, have fealingy of sympathy for the
people of this counixy, (8peech at Madras, ‘December, 1913)..

o Tty

L buteshare, | They have violated, as' they Intended to  yiolate, '
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also, beca:me mxght ha not  bay a 1oy derer h:msali' by
having participated in that event by having advised In-
dians to strike 2 His conscience 'cleaved hiro from this
guilt of murdor, but he felt he should adopt mourning .for
~ those Indians ag a humble example to his fellow-countiry-
men, He felt that be should go into mourning af least for
a period, which should be co-extensive with the end of that
struggle, and that he should accept some monurning not
only inwardly, but outwardly as well, as a humble example
to his fellow-countrymen, so that he could tell them that

it was necessary for them to show by their conduct and

outward appesrance that they were in mowrning. He was
not prepared  himself . to sccept the: Huropean mournmgl
dress for this purpose, and, with some wmodification, in de- il
‘fevence to tho feelings of his Furopean friends, he had
adopted the dress similar to that of an indentured Tudian.
He asked his fellow-countrymen to adopt some sign of
mourning to show to the world that they were mourning
and. further to adopt some inward observance also, And
perhaps he wight tell them what his inward mourning
wag—-to restrict himself to one meal aday They had
been released, he confinued, " not on any condition, ,bu’t—_'
they knew that they were released on the recommendation
'~ of a Commisgion appointed by the Government, in order
that every facility might be given not only to them, but to
' the Indian community, to bring before the Commission
" any evidence that cormnmunity might have in its possession.
He thought it ‘a right and proper thing that the Gov- '
ernment had appointed a Commission, but he thought the
Commission was open to the gravest objection from the
- Indian standpoint ; and he was there to tender his humble
advice ‘o them. that it was . impossible  fo sccept
the Commission in a form 'in which the Indians had
B
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'. | no V{nw ‘I.'hay were ﬁghtmg for 80 many gmew.nces, and, |
1 the underlying spirit  of the struggle wss to obtam fall
' __"retsugmtmn ot the purt of the Government of the right ¢ of .
- consultation in anything which appertained fo Indiamin-
terssts, Unless the Government was  propared to, condes-

cend to tha.t extiant, unless they were prepared to agcertain

1 and réspect the Tndian, sentiments, it was not possible for
A ,Indnns, as loyal bat manly citizens of bhe Fmpire to ren-
. der obedience Lo their commlssmns o la.wa whu,h they
) mxght have passed over their heads. This was one of the '

i serious fandamental objection.  The other ob;;actlon WS

g that it was a partisan Commission’; therefore the Indians
0 wanted their own partisans on ity This | they mlght not' |
| get, but they at least wanted impartial men, who had not. .
R e}.pressﬂad opinicns houtile to their interests, but gentlemen |

whe would bo able to bring to the delzbera.umns of the
| Commission an open, just, and impartiat mind, (Applauge.}

. H¢ coosidered that Mr, Esslen and M. ‘Wylie,  honour-

| able gentlemen as they were could not possibly. brmp' open

_minds to bear on the inquiry, for the simple veagon  that
they had their own human limitations and could not divent
_themqolves of their anti-Asiatic views which they had ex- '

pressed fiimels without number If  'the Gov:,mment ap-
pomtad the Tudians’ nominees, and thus honoured their
gentiments, and granted a release for the prisoners now in
gool, he thought it would be possible for them to

_assist the Clovernment, and = therefore the Kmpire,

and bring, perbaps, this crisis toan end withont further

bt auﬂ"ermg But it might be that they might have to ander:
~ go further suffering. Lt might be that  their sins wore s0
‘great that they might have to do still  further penance.

s Therefore T hope you will hold yourselves in readiness,”
he prouaeded i torespond to the call the (}o‘vernment. ma.y



i"nm s::nr.ouon -C(iimmsxtm '_'_ A sgL !
maho by declmmg our Juat and ‘reasonable requests, and A
then to again foree the pace by again undergomg sl |
.greater purifying suffering, until atlast the Government
may order the nilitary to riddle us also with their bullets, =
My friends, are you preparad for this ? (Voices : Yo. 4 A
Axe you prepared to share the fate of those of our country-
meni‘ whow the cold stone is resting upon to-day ? Are you
;prepared to do this (Cries of “ Yes.”) Then if the Govern-
ment does not, grant our vequest this is the proposition I
wish to place bofore you this morning: That all of
us, on the first day of the New Yoar shonld ha
ready again  to suffer battle, again to suffer B0
prisonment and march out, (Applause,)  That is the only
process of pnrification a.nd Wﬂl be o substantial mourning '
both inwardly and outwardly which will bear Justxﬁumon 2
befure our Glod.  That is the advice we give to ocur frea =
and indentured countrymen—to strike, and ' even though
this may mean death to them, I am sure it will be justi-
fiad,” But if thoy accepted the quiet life, he went on, not
only would the wrath of Giod descend upon them, but they
would incur the disgrace of the whole of that portion of
the European world forming tha British mpire,  (Ap-
plause.) He hoped that every man, woman, and gwwmup
child would hold themselves in readiness to do this, Ha
hoped thoy would not consider self, that "they would not :
«congider their salaries, trades, or even families, their own
bodies in the struggle which was to his mind a struggle For il
human liberty, and therefors o struggle for the religion to
which they might respactively belong, It was essentially
a religious gtrugole-—~(hear, hear)—as any struggle invol
ving assertion and freedom of their conscience ruust bea "
veligious struggle. He therefore hoped they would hold

thomselves in raddmeaa to regpond to"the E:ull a.nd nob'
P
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. them tn xefrain from the battle, 'The struggle was one
b mvolvmg quite a clear issue, and an incredibly simple one.
“ Do not listen to any one,” he concluded, * but obey your

'.:-, _l;sten to the adee -.:f t'.hcsa who wavered nox heten t.o-‘.
' those who asked them to wait, or o those who might ask

| own gonscience and go forward withous thinking.  Now is, '

" the timee for thinking, and baving ‘made up your mmda

':;,.: ‘_':;smck %0 11; even unto death,” (Applause.)
\ i | S i i §
A TR[TOE WITH THE GOVERNMENT.

v

fnummg Istaar from M. Gandhi o l:ke (#owmmm |

plms on. vecord the agraomant arvived ab 08 @ resudt of @
| series of interviews with the Ministor | ab  Pretoria, It was
: 'ﬂﬁﬂt’d Pweftma, Jan. 21, 1914 1~ :

e Before lonving for thmx, I venture to express my
i thanks to (eneral Smuts for the pa.tuant and kind intex-

| views that he has been pleased to grant me during this
1 time of overwhelmmg prossure, My countrymen wxll r6-

mambar with gratltude his great consideration,

i understa.ncl that the Minister is unable to aocept'.'

o {with regard to the Indian Inquiry Commxsswn) either (1)
. my .e,uggestaon that a member representing Indian intereste

" should be co-opted when questions of pofity are mqun'ed. i)

into, or (2) my suggestion that a second Commission, with
Trdian reprasentat;on, should he appointed  to deal  with

‘those questmns only, the prqsent Uommission in thnt o088 | &

becoming purely ]udwmi I submitted a third proposnl
‘also, which, in view of the ‘Government's decmdn, I need
o onot staﬁe here, Had any of my suggestions been viewed
iy ia.voumhly by the Governmeut, it wonld have been possi-
i bie for my countrymen to assist the labours of the Gom-



A mtm: WITH THE Govmnnm-r il

Sk

mission, But with regard to laadmg emdence befora thm .';;:"_
Commission, which has a politieal as well ag a judmml

character, they have conscientious seruples, and tiheao baye il
taken with them a solemn and  religious ' form, I yaay i

state briefly that theee seruples were based on  the strong

feoling that the Indian community should have heein eithar A

consulted or repreaenﬁed where questions  of polmy were. '
concerned,

“ The Minister, I observe, appreciates these scruples,

and regards them as honourable, but is unable to alter his
decision, As, however, by granting me the recent inter-

views, he has been pleased to accept the principle of cons
sultation, it enables me to advise my countrymen not o il
hamper the labours of the Commission by any active pm-
paganda, and not to render the position of the Glovernment
difficult by reviving passive resistance, pending the result

of the Commission and the introduction of legislation dur-
ing the forthcoming session, 1)

“ If I ax right in my mterprebatton of the GOVGI =
.ment’s attitude p the principle of consultation it would
' "be further poasrb  for us bo assist Sir Benjamin Robert

‘son, whom the Viteroy, with gracious forethought, has de-
puted to give evid nee before the Commigsion, g
* A word is|here necessary on the _guestion of
allegations as to ill-treatment during the progress of '
the Indian strife in Natal. A For the reasons ‘above
stated, the avenfie of proving them through the Com-
mission is closed to us. I am personally unwilling =
to challenga libel proceedings by publishing the autbentic
. evidence in our possession, and would far rather refrain
~ altogether from raking up old sores. I Beg to assure the - "".
Miniater that, as passive resistors, wo endeavour to avoid,
.as far a8 possible, any resentment of personal wrongs, Buts
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/. in ordar t;hat; our mlonce ma.y not be mzataken, nw.y I ask:

the Minister to recogm&e our, motive and | reciprocate by

. ot leading evidence of a negative character before. the:
‘Commission on the allegations in question ?.

fige Suspensxon of passive resistance, moreovar, carries

| with it a prayer for the release of the passive resistance

| prisoners now undergoing ;mpmsonment either in the

ordinary gaols or the mine compoundﬂ which might have

. been declared as such, .
WL i A Fmall}, it might not be out of place here to Iel.apl-
"'-tulate the points on which relief has been sought.  They

e as follow :

“U%(1) Repeal ofthe £3 tax in such a manner that the
Indians relieved will ocoupy virtually the same statiugas the-
Jindentnred Indians discharged under the Natal Law 25 of 1801,
A(2) | The marriage quoestion. = '

{('These two are the points, as 1 hava vmbally ‘submitted,
which require fresh legislation.)

% (8) The Cape entry question. (Thw requires only ad-
ministrative relief subject to the clear safeguards cxplained o

| the Minister.)

“ (4) The Orange Frec State question. (This requires
merely a verbal altoration in the assurance already given.)

“(5) An assurance that the existing laws especially afiec~
ting Indians will be admmlstered justly, with due regard to.

i wegted vights,

L 4 T venture to suggest that Noe, 3, 4, and 5. present
10 special diffienlty, and that the }ler..dflll relief may be.
now given on these points ag an earnest of the good iaten-
‘tiong of the Government regarding ' the remdent Indmn
. population,

% 1f the Mlmst.er as | trust and hope, v:ewa my sub-
| mission with favour, I shall ‘be prepared to advise my
' countrymen m accordance w:bh the tenour of this Iatter.”'




THE SETTLEMENT. &

The passiog of the Indian Relief Act in July 1914 in the Union
Houases of Parliament brought a sigh of relief o the whole In-
dian population both in South Africa and in India. The aboli-
tion of the £3 tax, the legislation on the marriage quaation and
the removal of theracial bar were distinctly to the advantage of
the Indians and on the lines recommended by ths Commission.
But there were certain other administrative matters which wers
not included in the Relief Bill but which 'were of equal unpor-

tance to constitute a complete settlement. Mr, Gandhi submif~
tod a list of reforms in the desired direction which General

Smuts discussed in a letter addressed to Mr. Gandhi under date,
30th June. On the same day Mr. Gandhi sent the following
. replyi=— : : i {

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of even
dote herewith sptting forth the substance of the interview
thab (teneral Smuts was  pleased, notwithstanding many
other pressing calls upon his time, to grant me on Saturday
“Jast, X feel deeply grateful for the patience and courtesy

which the Minister showed during the discussion of the
several points submitted by me, R '

The passing of the Indians’ Relief Bill and this cox-
respondence finally closed the Passive Resistance struggle

which commenced in the September of 1906 and which to |

tho Indjn community cost wmuch physieal suffering and

pecuniary loss and to the Government’ much anxious

thought and consideration. i
As the Minister is aware, some of my countrymen

have wished me to go further, They are digsatisfied that

the trade licenses laws of the different Provinces, the
. Transvaal. Gold Law, the Transvaal Townships Act, the
Transvaal Law 3 of 1880, have not been altered so as to
give them full rights of residence, trade and ownership of

1
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fand, Sorae of them are dmtmﬁed that full mberapro-l -'

 vineial ‘migration is not pnrm;ﬁtad and some are dissatisfi- . :

ad that ox the marriage question the Relief Bill goes no.
farther than it does. They bave asked me that all the
above mathei."a might be ineluded in the Passive Resistance
: s%ruggle. ‘1 have been unable to coriply with their wishes.
' “Whilst, therefore, they have not beon included in the pro-
"Igramma of Passive Resistance, it will not be denied that
 some day or other these matters wiil yequive further and
R 'aympa.bhet;lc consideration by the Glovernment, Complete

T '-';aatwfa,otmn cannot be expected until full civie right& have | ik

| been conpeded to the vesident Indian pc)puhmon. S
X have | told mj countrymen that they ‘will have to
| exercise patience and by all honourable meand at their diy-
posal eduoate public opinion 80 as to enablo the Govern-
. maent of the day to go further than the present torrespond-
\ ance docs. I shall hope that when the Huropeans of South
" Afriea fully appreciate the faet that now, a5 the importa-
tion of indentured Iabour from India is probibited and as
the Immigrants’ Regulation Ack of last vear has in prae-
tice all but stopped further free indian imuigration and
i that my countrymen do not aspire to any politieal ambi-
. tion, they, the Buropeans, will see the justice and indeed
|/ /the necessity of my countrymen being granted bh& nghta**l 3

' have just referred to.

: ' Meanwhile, if the genaroua spirit that the @\vemmenti )
:hava applied ‘to the treatroent of tne problem’ during the
- past fow months continues to be applied, as promised in

gy your lotter, in the administration of the existing laws, 1 am

wuite cortain that the Indian commumty ﬁhroughout the

* Union will be able o eénjoy some mensure of  peace and
never ha a sourca of ta-oub]e to tha Govemmenﬁ '




FAREWELL SPEECH AT DURBAN.

On'the evs. of | their -de)mrtws from South A,l‘-‘wicié Mr. and. .

Mg, Qundhi wers the recipients of inwwmerable addresses
from every olass of South A fmm residenits, Hindws, Maho-
-medans, Panseos and Europeans. | My, Gandhi ?‘ephad o ma??.
‘one of these touehing addyesses in suitable terms. ' )
"On Wednesday the sth July 1914, Mr. and M’fs G‘and!u were ens |
tertained of @ great gathering of | Indian and Buropean residents
‘at the Town Hall, Durban, which was presided over by the Mayor,
(Mr. W, I:falmes} Telagrams were read from the Bishop of
Natal, Gen. Botha, Messrs. Smuts, Merriman, Burton, Hoskin
and others. The Mayor and several speakers ewlogised the sew-
vices of Mr. Gandhi, -
Referring to the addresses which hod been pre-
+santed o him, ho said that, while he valued them, he va-
Jued more the love and 's'ympathy which the, addresses had
‘expressed. He did not kmow that he weuld be uble to

make adequate compensation, He did not deserve all the

.praige bestowed upon him, Nor did his wife claim to de~
serve all that had been said of her, Many an Indian
‘woman had done greater servics during the struggle than
‘Mrs. Gandhi. He thanked the community on behalf of

"Mr. Kallanbach, who was another brother to him, for the b

‘addresses presented. The community had done wellin

‘recognising Mr, Kallenbach’s "m_)'rt.h; Mr, Kallonbach
‘would tell thom that he came to the struggle to gain. He
sconsidered that, by taking up their cause, ho gained a groak
" vdeal in the truest sense. Mr. Kallenbach had done aplen-'
idid work 'during the afrike at Noweastle and, when the
 #ime came, ho' cheorfully went to prison, egain thinking

L
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"

that he was the gainer and not the loser. Procesding Mr,
- Gandhi referred to the time of hix axrival in 1897 when his.
friend Mr. Langhton had stood by him against the mob,
He also remembered with gratefulness the action of
Mrs, Alexander, the wife of the late Superintendent of
Police in Durban, who protected him with her umbrella
from the missiles thrown by the excited crowd, Referving:
to Passive Resistance, he claimed that it was a weapon of
the purest type, It was not the weapon of the weak, It
needed, in his opinion, far greater courage to be s Passive
Resister than a physical resister, It was the courage of a
Jasus, a Daniel, a Cranmer, a Tatimer and & Ridléy who-
could go calmly to'suffering and death, and the courage of
S Tolstoy who dared to defy the Czars of Russia, that
stood out as the greatest, Mr, Gandhi said he knew the-
Mayor had received some telegrams stating that the-
Indians’ Relief Bill was not satisfactory. It would be a
singular thing if in this world they would ba able to get
anything that satisfied everyhody, but in the gondition of
things in South Africa at the present time he was certain
thoy could not have had a, better measure, ‘1 do not
claim the credit for it,” Mr. Gandbi remarked. It is.
rather due to the women and young people like Nagappan,
Narayansamy, and Valliamah who have died for the cause
and fto those who quickened the conscience of South
Africa. Our thanks are due also to the Union Govern-
ment, Cteneral Botha showed the greatest statesmanship
when he said his Government would stand or fall by sthis
measure, I followed the whole of that historic debate
—higtoric to me, historic to my countrymen, and
_possibly historic to South Africa and the world.” - Pro-.
ceeding, Mr., Gandhi said that is was well known to them.
how the Government had done justice, and how the Oppo-



gition had como. 'l“vQ their a,smsﬁanoe They ha.d also_ '
received handsome help from both  the Imperial and
Indian Clovernments, backed by that generous Vieoroy,
Lord Hardinge, .(Chaers] The manner in which Tadia,
led by their great and distinguished countryman, Mr,
Gokhale, had responded to the cry which cawe frow the
hearts of thousands of their countrymen in South Africs,,
was one of the resulta of the Passive Resigtance movement,
and left, he hoped, no bitter traces or bitter memories.
(Applanse.)  © 'This assurance,” continued Mr. Gandhi,
) wish to give. I go away with no ill-will against a |
single Furopean. I have received many hard knooks' in .
my life, but hore X admit that I have received those most

mnnwnm srma: ar DURBAN - ' e

precious gifte from Enropeans—love and  sympathy.”'

(Cheers.) This settlement, he said, had been achieved
aftor an eight years’ struggle, The Indians in South Africa
had never aspired o any political ambitcion, and as regarded.
the social question, that could never arise in connection '
with the Indians, “ I do not hold for one moment,” M.
Gandhi exclaimed, * that Hast and West cannot combine, I
think the day is coming when Kast must meet West, or
‘West meet Bast, but 1 think the social evolution of the West.
to-day lies in one channel, and that of the Indian in ano-
ther channel. The Indians have no wish to-day toen-
croach on the social institutions of the European in South
Agrica,  (Cheers,)  Most Indians sre natural traders,
There are bound to be trade jealousies and those various.
things that come from competition, I have never been
able to find a solution of this most difficult problem, which.
will require the broad-mindedness and spirit of justice of
the Government of South Afriea to hold the balance be*
tween conflicting interests.” Referring to his stay in South
Africa, Mr, Gandhi said that he should retain the most.
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-sacrved memories of this land. He had been fortupate in

 “forming the happiest and most lasting friendships wit
‘both Baropeans and Indians, He was now ‘returning; to

~ India--a holy land, sanctified by the aunsterities of the
‘ages,  Tn conolusion, Mr. Gandhi hoped that the same love
~and sympathy which had beea given to him in South Africa
. might be extended to him, no matter in whati part of the
- world he might be, He hoped that the settiement embo-
' died in the Tndians’ Relief Bill would be earried out in a
« spirit of broad-mindedness and justice in the a dministra-
#ion of the laws lately passed in eonnection withy the affairs
. of the Indian comamunity, * Then,” added  Mr, Gandhi,
¢ 1 think there will be no fear on the part of. my country-
men in their-social evolution, That is onrs of the lessons,

" of the settlement.” ' B

-
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ADDRESS TO THE INDENTURED INDIANS,

e

The following speeoh is the tent of My, Gandli's address

Yo Indendured Indians at Verwiam on the 12th July 1914
{reporded by vhe ** Natal Mevoury " corvespondent) ;—

Plesse understand, my indentured countrymen, that

it is wrong for' you to consider that relief hus been obtained
because L or you have gune to gaol, but because you had
the courage to give up your life and sacrifice yourselves

and in this instance I have also to tell you that many
causes led to this result, I have to specially refer to the
valuable assistance vendered by the Hon. Senator Marshall
Campbell. I think that your thanks and my thanks arr

“due to him for his work in the Senate while the Bill w -
passing through it, The relief is of this nature: The iy
tax you will not have to pay, and arrears will be rep £ 5
1t does not mean that you are free from your sitbed.-
indentures, You are bound to go through you presont
indentures faithfully and honestly, but when & present
you are just ag free as any other free |Indiar these finish
25, 1891, and can veceive the same protectis i under Act
in that Act. You are not bound to re-ind m as st forth
to India. Discharge certificates will be Lonture or rekurn
of charge. If you want'to go to Ind issued to you free
from you must first spond three y a and return Yheie-
Indians, If you, being poor, want ears in Natal as free’ !
to go to Indis, you can getit on < . jugstanee to enable you
ment ; but iu that case you wor application 0 the Govern<
If you want to return fight sk 414 not be allowed 10 raturn-l
your own money or borrow ; iy of this assistance, and use

from your frionds. 1§ you ve-
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indenture you come under the same law—u-fna,_maly, 25 of
1891, My advice to you is: Do not re-indenture, but by
all means serve your present masters under the common
law of - the country. Now, in the event of any occasion
ariging (which I hope it will not do), you will know what

1§ neoceshary. i » " “ Y

" Victoria County hbas not been as free from violonce
as the Neweastle distriet was, 'You retaliated. 1 do not
care whether it was under provocation or not but you
retaliated, and bave used sticks and stones, and you have
purnt sugar-cane, That is not passive rosistance, If I
had been in your midst I would have repudiated you, and
sllowed rather my owxn head to be broken than allow a
single stick or stone to be used. Passive resistance is =
mors powerful weapon than all the sticks, stones, and
gunpowder in the world, If imposed upon yon must suffer
oven unto death. That is passive resistance. If, therefore,
{was an indentured Indian working for the Hon, Mr,
Mursball Caropbell, Mr. Saunders or other employer, and
. if I found my treatment mnot just, I would not go to the
. Protector-—I would go to my master and .ask for justice ;
and if he would not grant it I would say that T would
remain there without food or drink until it was granted.
1 am quite. sure that the stoniest heart will be melted by

Let this sink deeply into yourselves.

' \passive resigtance.
#* *

This is a sovereign and most affective remedy.®

- Y shall now say my farewell to Verulam and you
ol The scene before me will not: fade .in my memary, be
the distance ever so great. May God help you all in your
grouble. May your own conduct be such that God may

#ind it possible to help you.
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At Tohmnneabwg Mr. f.’r‘(mdm wies the recipiont of

-_mémarous addresses, from Hindus, | Parxess, Mohomedans,
Furopeans and,  other 1mpm°tam commmutm Indesd every
class of piople, and, every m.poo-zamt associntion prasented &

seporats address. My, G’amdﬁ@ made o tovehing reply o them :

Johanuesburg was not & new place to him, e saw _
ma.ny friendly faces there, many who had worked with him
in many strugglas in Johamnesburg He bad gone through' A

eI e

much in life. A great deal of depressmn and sorrow had

' ‘been his lob, but he had also learnt during all those yenrs’

. tolove Johannesburg even though it was a Mining Oanp,
It was in Johanneshurg that he had found his most preci-
ous friends, ' It was in Johannesburg that the foundation

for the great struggle of Passive Resistance was Inid ib the
September of 1906. It was in Johannesburg that he had =
found & friend, a guide, and a biographer in tho late Mr.

Doke, Tt was in Johannesburg that he had found in Mus.

Doke a loving sister, who had nursed him back to life when

he had been assaulted by a countryman who had misucder-

stood his wission and who misunderstood what he had
 dome. 1t was in Johunnesburg that he had found a o
Kallenbach, Polak a Miss Schlesin, and ma.ny another, ' 1

who had always helped him and had always cheered him and =

his countrymen. Johannesburg, therefore, had the holmdu
associations of all the hHoly assoﬁatmns that Muvs, Gandhi-_ NG
" and he would carry back to India, and, as he had alveady =

said on many another platform, South Afrios, next to

Indm w0u1d be the holiest lemd tohim and tio Mr&. Gandh;ﬁ
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and to b’ ; s ch:!dren, for, in splte of all the bz%mem, it
had @ ¢en them those life-long companions. It was in
Johar " anesburg again that the Buropean Committee hadt
: bae o formed, when Indisns were going through the darkest
uge in their history, presided over then, as it still was,
by Mz, Hosken. It was last, but not least, Johannesburg
that had given Valiamma, that young girl, whose picture
rose before him even as he spoke, who had died in the-
cause of truth. Simple-minded in faith-—she had not the
knowledge that he had, she did not know  what Passive
Resistance was, she did not know what it was the com-

« munity would gain, but she was simply taken up with
~ unbounded enthusiasm for her people—went to goal, came
out of it a wreck, and within a few days died. It was.
Johannesburg sgain that produced a Nagappan and’
Naryanagamy, two lovely youths hardly out of their
teons, who also died, But both Mrs, Gandhi and he stood
living before them. He and Mrs, Gandhi had worked in
the lime-light; those others had worked behind the scenes,
not knowing where they were going, except this that what
they were doing was right and proper, and, if auy praise
was due anywhere at all, it was due to those three who
died. They had had the name of Harbatsingh given to
them. He:(the speaker) bad had the privilege of serving
imprisonment with him. Harbatsingh was 75 years old.
He was an ex-indentured Indian, and when he (the speak-

er) asked him why he had come there, that he had gone
. thers to seek his grave, tHe brave man replied, * What,
does it matter ¢ I know what you are fighting for, You
have not to pay the £3 tax, but my fellow ex-indentured
Indians have to pay that tax, and what more glorious
death could ¥ meet 2" He had met that death in the goal

. THE BOUTH AFRIVAN INDIAN QUEATION
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pabomedan Indian Woman Passive Resisier {Mrs. Bhaikh ‘Mehtab's -Mother) "who suifered three
who suffered imprisoument,. months” imprisenment 55 a Passive Bosister,







at Durhan W&'o wonder 1t' Paasm Resmmnca had ﬁred. /

; Iand Quiclcened the | c(msuence of | ‘!outh Afrien !

But, proceeded My, Gandhi, he concurrdd. mfh '

'-':Mr Duncar 'in an article he. wrote some  years ago,
when he truly analysed the struggle, 'and said that be-

~ bind that atroggle for concrate rights lay the great
spirit which nsked for an abstract py ineiple, and the fight |
N _which was. underbaken in 1906, although it. was a fight
' againgt A particular law, was a fight undertaker in order to.
combat the &pirit that was seen about to overshadow the

. whole of South ‘Africa, and to undermine the g&oﬂozm Bri-

tizh Constitution, of which the Chairman had Bpokan m--'_'-f-_
oftily that evening, and about which he (the ﬂpﬁaker}.. i
shared his views. It was his knowledge, rlght m- wrong,
" of the British Constitution which bound him to 'the '

Fmpive, Tear that Qonstitution to shreds and his loyalty

also would be’ torn to shreds. Keep that Uonstitution in~ |
tact, and they held him bound a slave to that Conatitution,

e had felt that the choice lay for himself - and hig fellmv.

counfrymen betweern  two courses, when this spmt Waa. !

FAM‘WIE;LL s?}vwn: aur mmmmﬁﬁvm (e 18%'

brooding over South Africa; either to sunder themselyes

feom the British Constitution, or to fight in ordex that bhe {

idenla of that Constitution might be presarvedmbut only

the ideals, Tord Ampthill bad said, ina preface to Mr. G

Doke's book, that the theory of the British Constitution ' i

must bo preserved at any cost if the British Empive was to I
e saved from the wmistakes that all the previous Empims S
had made.  Practice migat bend to the temporaryaberra.

tion through which local cirenmstances wight compel them

| b0 pass, it might bend before unreasomng or: u::reasonabla i
prejudice, but theory once recognised could mnever be " MBI

parted fromi, and this principle must be. maintained at auy-,...: ._

cost.  Apd it was that spivit which had been ack‘nowledg&.__._ s

5a
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ed now by t.he Union Government, wnd aoknow!edgetl |
‘how nobly and loftily. The words that General Smuts so
often emphasised still rang in his ears. He had said,
“ Gandhi, this time we want no misunderstanding, we
want wo mental or other reservations, let all the cards be
on the table, and I want you tell me wherever you think
that a particular passage or word does not read in accord-
ance with your own reading,” and it was so, That wag the
_spirit in which he approached the negotiations, When be
‘remembered General Smuts of a few years ago, when he
~ %old Lord Crewe that South Africa would not depart from
itis policy of racial distinetion, that it wes bound to retain
that distinetion, and that, thereflore, the sting that lay in
this Immigration Law would not be removed, many a
friend, including Lord Ampthill, asked whether they conld
not for the time being suspendi their activity. He had
said ¢ No.” 1If they did that it would undermine his
loyalty, and even though he might be the gnly person he
would still fight on,, Lord Ampthill had congratulated
him, and that great nobleraan had never deserted the cause
even when it was as its lowest ebb, and they saw theresult
that day. They had not by any means to ‘congratulate
themselves on a vistory gained. There was no question
of a viotory gained, but the question of the establishment
of the principle that, so far as the Union of South Africa
at least was concerned, its legislation would neger contain
‘the racial taint, would never contain the colour disability.
The practice would certainly be different., There was the
Tmmigration Law it recognised no racial distinetions, but
in pracfice they had arranged, they had given a promise,
that there should be no undue inflax from Indla as to
immigration. That was a concession to preaent pregudtce.

{  ‘Whether xt wag right or wrong was not for him to discuss
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then, But it was the esba.blwhmenﬁ of the prmciplﬂ Which
had mada the struggle so important in the British Empirve, = j
- and the establishment of that principle which bad made

‘theso sufferings perfectly justifiable and ' perfoctly honowr- '

able, and he thought that, when they considered the

struggle i"rom that standpoint, it wag a perfectly dig.

nified thing for any gathering to  congratulate itself

upon such n vindication of the pr_lpq;ple-a of the Briy ' !
tish Constitution. One word of caution he ‘wished to

utter regarding the sattfément. The settlemént , Was

honourable to both parties. He did not  think there wag
any room loft for misunderstanding, but whilst it was
final in the sense that ' it closed the great st,ruggle, it was i i
not final in the sense that it gave to Indians all that ey

were entitled to. There was still the Gold Law  which had

wany a stingin it. There was otill the Liconsing Laws it

throughout the Uhion, which also contained many 4 sting,
There was still a matter which the Colonial-born Judiang

-especially could not underlstemd or appreciate, namely, the

water-tight compartments in whick' they had to live ;

whilst there was absolutely free mter—commumcatmn a.nd ; i
inter-migration between the Provinces for ' Buropeans, In< '

dians had to be cooped up in their respective Provinces,
Then there was undue restra.mt on their trading activity,
“There was the prohibition as to holding landed property in

the Tmnsﬁ al, which was degrading, and all theso things !
took Indiang into all kinds of uudesirable channels. Those ' |

restrictions would have to be remuved " But for  that, he

thought, sufficient patience would have to be oxercised,

Time was now at their disposal, and bhow wonderfully the
tone bad been changed ! And here he had been told in
Capetown, and be believed it implicitly, the spirit of My,
Andrews had pervaded all those statesmen and leading
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men whom he saw. He came and went away after a brief
‘parmd but he certainly fired those whom he saw with &
. genge of their duty fto the Empire of which they were
 members, Bat, in any case, to whatever circumstances
that healthy tope was due, it had not escaped hiwm, He had
geen it amongst European friends whom he met at Cape-
town ; he had seen it more fully in Durban, and this time
it had boen his privilege to meet many Europeans who
\were perfect strangers even on board the train, who' had
| vome smilingly forward to congratulate him on what they
| had called o great victory, Hverywheve he had noticed
. that healthy tone. He asked Furopean friends to eon-

. tinue that activity, either through the ¥uropean Com-
mittes ov through other channels, and to give his fellow-
‘counfrymen their help and extend that fellow- feeling to
them also, so that they mlgrht be able to work out thaxr
Jown salvation £

oA To his uountrymen he would  say that they should
i wmt and nurse the settlement, which he considered was al
that they could possibly and reasonably have expected, and
that they would now live to see, with = the co- operation of
their Buropean friends, that what was promised was ful-
filled, that the administration of the exigting laws was
just, and that vested rights were respected in 'bhb adminig-

' tyation ; that after they had nursed these things, if they
cultivated Buropean publie opinion, making it Bossible for
the Grovernment of the day  to grant a  restoration of the
other rights of which they had heen deprived, he did riot

. think that there need be any fear about the future. He

- thought that, ‘with mutual co-operation, with mutual good-
will, with due response on the part of either patty, the
Indian community need never be a source of weakness to
that Government or toany Government, On the contrary
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he had fall fmhh in h]ﬂ countrymen that, it they wore
well-treated, they would always rise to the occasion and
. help the Government of the day. 1f they had insisted on
' their rights on many an oceasion, he hoped that the Turo- '
pean friends who were there would remember that they.
had also dlsc.,larged the responmhlhtles whlch had faced
them, R
And now it was time for him to close hzs ramarku P
~and say a few words of farewell only, He did not know =
how he could express those words, The best years of his 1
lifo had been passed in South Afvica, India, as hig  dis-
tiinguished countryman, Mr Gokhale, had reminded 1 IR i
had become o strange land to him. South Afvica he koew, .
~ but not India, He did not know what. impelled him to go
. to India, but he did krow that the parting from them all,
the parting from the Europea.n friends who had helped
‘him bhrough thick and thin, was a heavy blow, and one
he was least able o bear, yet he knew he had to part from
‘them, ' He could only say farewell and ask them to give
him their blessing, to pray for them that their heads
might not be turnad by the praise they had received, that =
they might still know how to do their duty to the best of =
their ability, that they might still learn that first, second, |
and last should be the approbation of their own consmencﬁ, | _
and that then whatevev might be due to them would A
follow in its own time.—From * W% Sowvenir of #ﬁ\e: : :
Passive Resistance Movement in South dfvica” A
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Jugt before leaving Sousth Africa, Mr. GQandhi handed tor
Leuter's Agent at Capetown the following letter a.cldrasssci to

the Indion and Huropean public of South Africa.
I would like on the eve of my departure for India to
gay a few words to my countrymen in South Africa, and

also to the Huropean community, The kindness with

which both Buropean and Indian friends have overwhelmed
me serids me to India a debtor to them, It is a debt T
shall endeavour to repay by rendering in India what
sorvices 1 am capable of rendering there ; and if in speak-

\ing about the South African Indian question I am obliged

to refer to the injustices which my countrymen have
yeceived and way hereaftor receive, I promise that I shall

- never wilfully exaggerate, and shall state the truth and

nothing but the truth,
A word about the settlement, and what it means. In

my bumble opinion it is the Magna Charta of our liberty

in this land. I give it the historic name, Dot because it
gives us rights which we have never enjoyed and which are:
in themselves new or striking, but begause it has come to-

s after eight years’ strenuous suffering, that has involved'

. the loss of material possessions and of precious lives. I

aall it our Magna Charta because it marks a change in the

95 policy of the Governn ent towards us and establishes our .

right not only to be cdnsulted in matters aifecting us, but
to have our reasonabje wishes respected. It moreover
confirms the theory of the British Constitution that there-

" ghould be no legal racial inequality between different sub--
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jects of the Orown, no matter how much practice may vary .
aocording to local circumstance.  Above all the settloment
may well be called our Magna Charta, because it has vindi-
cated Passive Resistance as a lawful clean weapon, and has
given in Passive Resistance a new strength fo the commu-
nity ; and I consider it an infinitely superior force to that
of the vote, which history shows has often been turned
against the voters themselves,

The sottlement finally dlsposes of all the points that
were the subject matter of Passive Resistance, and in
doing so it breathes the spirit of justice and fair play. If
the same spirit guides the administration of the existing
laws my countrymen will have comparative peace, and
South Africa will hear litble of the Indian problems in an
acute form.

Some of my countrymen have protested against if.
The nuamber of these protestants is numerically very smally
and in influence not of great importance, They do nob
object to what has been granted, but. they  object
that it i¢ not enough, It is irapossible, therefore, to
‘withhold sympathy from them. I have had an oppor-
tunity of speaking to bhem, and I have endesvoured b0
show to them that if we had asked for anything more
it would have been a breach of submission made on
behalf of the British Indians in'a letter addressed to
the Government by Mr, Cachalia during the latter parb
- of last year and we should have laid  ourselves open to the
charge of making new dexaands.

But 1 have also assured thetn that the preaent sebtle~
ment. does not preclude them from. agitation (as has been
made olear in my lettor to the Secretary of the Interior of
the 16th ultimo) for the removal cof other disabilities
which the community will still suffer from under the Gold
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‘Tiaw, the Townships Act, thie Law 3 of 1885 of the Trans-
. wanl and the Trade Licences Laws of Natal and the Cape,’
"Lhe promitm" mada'by Glensral Smute to administer the
existing law justly and with due regard to vested rights
| gives the community breathing-tire, but these laws are in
 themselves defective, and can be, as they have been, turned
into engines of oppression and ingtrowents by indirect
means to drive the resident Indian population from South:
Afvica, The concession to popular prejudice in that we
| have reconciled ourselves to almost the total prohibition
by sdministrative methods of a fresh influx of Indian im-
migrants, and ﬁq the deprivation of all political power, 8,
' in my opinion, the utmost that conld be reasonably ex-~
pected from us. These two things being assured, I ven-
‘ture 50 submit that we are entitled to full rights of trade,
inter-provincial migration, and ownership of landed pro-
perty being restorved in the not distant future. I leave
 South Afrion ia the hope that the healthy tone that pex-
vades the Huroposn commuunity in South Africa 't.cs_-day
will continue, and thet it will enable Huropeans to recog-
nige the inherent justice of our submission. To my coun
trymen I have at  various meetings that L have addressed
during the past fortnight, sattended in several cases by
| thousands, said, ¢ Nurse the settloment; see o it that the
‘promises made are being carried out. Attend to develop-
" ment and progress from within,  Zealously remove all
canges which we may have given for the rize and growth of
anti-Indian prejudice or agitation, and patiently cultivate
and inform BEuropean opinion o as fo enable the Govern~
went of the day and legislature to restore to us our rights.”
1t is by mutual co-operation and goodwill that the solution
of tho balance of the prossing disabilities which were not
~ 'made points for Pagsive Resistance may be obtained in the
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matural courss, and w;vit_hout‘. trouble or agitation in an

agute fori,

The presence of s large indentured and ex-indentured s

Tadian population in Natal is a gravesproblem. | Compul-

sory repatriation i3 o physical,and  political imnpossibility,
' voluntary repatristion by way of granting free passages

and similar inducements will not-—as my experience teaches

me—be availed of to any appreciable extent. 'The only

real and effective remedy for the great Btate o adopt is to

face responsibility fairly and squavely, to do away with the
romnant of the system of indenture, and to level up this , |
pext of the population and make ' use of . it for the general &

welfare of the Union. Men and women who can effec
sively strike in large bodies, who can for a common purs

pose suffer untold hardships, who can, undisciplined though '

they are, be martyrs for days withont police supervision

and yet avoid doing any damage to property or person, )

and who ean in times of noed serve their King faithfally

and capably, as the ambulance corps raised at the time ofi

the late war (and which had among other clagses of Indians
nearly 1,500 indentured Indians) bore witness, are surely

poople who will, if given ordinary opportunities in life,

form an honourable part of any nation,

1f any class of persons, have special claim to be con- ;
sidered, it is these indentured Indians and their children,

to whom South Africa hag hecome eithera land of ‘adoption
or of birth. = They did not enter the Union as ovdinary freo

immigrants, but they came upon invitation, and indeed even

after fauch coaxing, by agents of South African employers
of this class of labour. In this letter 1 have endeavoured .

as accurately and as fairly as is in my power fo set forth

the Indian situation, and the extraordinary courtesy, kind- «

ness and sympathy that have been shown to me during th



'I'H]b BG’U’DE &FBIOAN ENI}.“N QUES’!’[ON

past month by 50 many Europaa.n friends. The fmnkuas& M
and generosity with whioch Ceneral Smute, in interview,. '
that hie wag pleased to grant me, approached the ques-
tions at i issue, and the importance that so wany distin-
guished  members of both Houses of Parliament at-
tached to the Impe‘nal agpect of the problem, give me
_ampla reagson for believing that my countrymen who have
A 'mmia South Afrlca their howmes will receive a fanly full
|| 'measure of jusmce and  will be enabled o ‘romain in t‘.he
| Union with self-respect atd dignity. : A
' Finally, in bidding goed-bye to South Afnca, 1 would
Lh‘-" to apologise $0 80 many friends or  whom I have not-
| been able, through extreme prossure of  work, to call per-
sonally, [ once mors state that though 1 have received
many a hard kuock in my long stay in this country, it has-
' been my good fortune to receive much personal kindness.
and eonsideration from hundreds of European friends, woll- !
wishers and sympathisers, 1 have formed the closest
friendships, which will last for ever, for this reason and for
many; similar reasons, which I would love to reduce to
- writing but for fear of trespassing unduly open the cour-
tesy of the press This gub-gontinent hag become to me a
‘sacred and dear Jand, next only to my motherland, I
leave the shores of South Africa with a heavy heart, and
~ the distance that will now ceparate me from South Africs
will but draw me closer toit, and its welfare will always be-
a matter of great concern, and the love bestowed upon me s
by my countrymen and the generous forbearance and kind-
ness extended to me by the Huropeans will ever remain &
most cherigshed treasure in my memory.

§
is -
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. ) aﬁd._ﬁ_MM. Gandhi left South Africa Sor
- London i July 1914.  On their arrival in Bngland
they were welcomed at o great Gathering of British

and Indian frionds and admirers af the Hotel Okevl

on August 8. Letters of apology were reveived from

the Prime Minister, the Marquis of Crowe, Harl

Roberts, Lords Giladstone, Curzon, Lamington,
Ampthill, Hurris, the Hon. Mr. Golchaley Mr. Horcourts.
My, Kevr Hovdie and Mr. Ramsay Macdonald.  The

Reception was arranged by the Hon. Mr. Bhupendro-
nath Basu, the R, Hon. Mr. Ameer Ali and others.
who spoke on the qecasion: S,

Mr. (Gandhi, in returning thanks, veferved to the
great crigis which at the moment overshadowed the world.
He hoped his young friends would * think Imperially” in
the best sense of the word, and do their duty. With re-
gard to nfibirs in South Africa, Mr. Gandhi paid a noble- |
tribute to the devotion of his followers. It was to the
venk and file that their victory was due. Those who had'
suffered and died in the struggle were the real heroes.™ *

Mr. Gandhi regarded the settlement as the Magna Charta '
of the South Africa British Indians, not because of the =
substance but beoause'of the spirit which brought it about.’

Thors had been o change in the attitude of the people of S

South Africa and the settlement had been sealed by the
gufferings of the Indian community, It bhad proved that
if Tndians were in earnest they were irresisiible. There

had been no compromise in principles. ' Some grievances

remsined unredreseed but those were capable of adjust-
ment by pressure from Downing Street, fimla and from
South Africa itself. The future rested with themselves,
If they proved worthy of better conditions, they would'
#ot them. - : { _ sl



