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Whon, Bngland joined. the war Mr. Gamdhi

organised the Indian Field Ambulance Corps with

the halp of leading Indions in England motably
H. H. “the Aga Khan. Soon after Mr. Gandhi

fell i1l amd he was nuyrsed back to health, by the
. kindness of Mr, amd Mrs.  Hoberts. . Mr. and

Mrs. Gandhi were again entertained ot @ Farewell

. Reception ai'the West Minster Palace Hotel, prior

L0 their departure for India. Among those who ook

. part in the function wers Sir Hemry Cotton, Mr.

Charles Roberts, Sir K. G Gupta. A letter of a,})olagy- B
. was read from Sir William Wedderburn. M’r. (#andh% :

mzd 4m the course of his reply :

‘His wife and himself wers returning to the mbther-'

. Jdand  with their work unaccomplished and with broken

‘heaith; but he wished nevertheless, to use the language of

‘hope,. * * He hnd himgelf pleaded hard with Mr. Roberts

|| 'that some place should be found for him; but his health

. thad not permitted and the doctors had been obdurate,

| Ho bad not resigned from tho corps. If in his own
 motherland he should be restored to strength, and hosti-
litios were still continuing, he intended to come bagk,
 «directly the summons reached him. (Cheers). As for

~his work in South Africa, they had been puiely a matter
of duty and carried no merit with them and his only as-
piration on his return to his motherland was to do his
 daty as he found it day by day. He had been practically
an exile for 25 years and his friend and master, Mr.

' *Gukhala had warned him not to speak of Indian questions,
a8 Indin was o i'orelgn land to him, ' (Laughter) But the

India of his imagination wag an India unrivalled i in the

world, an Tndia wherve the mosh spiritial treasures weve

0 be found and it was hig dream and hope that the con~

nection betwean India and England might be a source of
tsspmtua.l eomfort and uplifting to the who!e world.
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|, REOEPTION IN BOMBAY 80m
Y Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi arvived ab Bombay on'the

4% Tanunry 1915, Thoy  weve anbortarnad on arvivull ||

ab a great. public Recoption over which Sir Pheroi |
shah Mehta  presided. Replying to the toast Mr,
Gandhi said in the course of his speech i-— | i
_ In what he had done, he had done nothing beyond his.
duty and it remained to be seen how far he had suceesded
' in doing his duty, That was not & mere lip expression but.
‘he asked them  to believe sincerely that these were his
fealings, e e A )
/ They had algo 'hrmoumd Mg, Gandhi as t‘.he wife of
the great Gandhi,  He bad no knowledge of the great
Gandhi but he could say that she could tell them more

about the sufferings of women who rushed  with babies to!

the jail and who had, now joined the majority, than he
could. i | et
In conclusion, Mr, Gandhi appealed to them to accept
the services of bimself and his wife for, he suid, they had
come to render such service asg Gogﬁ would enable them to:
do so. They had not come fo receive big entertainments
like that bocause they did not think they were worthy of
such presents, He folt they would only spoil them if ever by
snch action a thought crossed their minds, that they had
‘dope some thing - to deserve such a big lamasha made in
their honour. He however, thanked them on behogf of his
wite and himself most sincerely for the groat honour dous
to them that afternoon and he hoped to receive the whole-
country in their endeavour to gerve the Motherland,
Hitherto, he said, they had known nothing of his failures.
All the news that they had received rolated to his successes,
Here they would now see them in the ngked light, and
- would see their faults, and anticipating such faults and
failures, he asked them to overlook them, and with that
appeal, he said, they as humble servants would commence
the service of their country, - _
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' REUEPTION IN MADRA‘»
In reply to tioa welcome address vead b y Mr. G A, Natesm on
‘behalf of the Indian South Afeican  League, at & meeting ot
&he Vistovia Public Hall, Madyas, on the 218t April, 1915 with
Dr, Sir Subramania Lyer in the Chair, Mr. Gandhi suid -~
| Mr. Chairman and Friends,—On bebalf of my wife

7 iand myself I am desply grateful for the great honour that

. you here in Madras, and, may I sa.y, this Presidency, | have
| done to us and the affsction that has been lavished wpon us
. inthis great and enlightened-—Not Benighted —Presidency.
i If there is anything that we have deserved, as has
'been stated in this beautiful address, I can. only say I lay
it at the feet of my Master under whose inspiration [ have
been working all this time under exile in South Africa.
{( Hear, hear.) 1In so far as the sentiments expressed in this
 address are merely prophetic, Sir, I accept them as a bles-
~ sing and a8 a prayer from yowand from this great meeting
that both my wife and I myself may possess the power, the
indlination, and the life to dedicate whatever wo may de-
velop in this sacred land of ours to the service of the .
Motherland. ' (Cheers.) [t is no wonder that we have
come to Madras, As my friend, Mr, Natesan, will pechaps .
. bell you, we have boen overdue and we have meglected,
Madras. | Bub we have done nothing of the kind, We
' knew that we had a corner in your hearts and we knew
 that you will not misjudge us if we did not hasten o
‘Mudras before going to the other presxdenmes and to
Other towns, * * % # But, Sir, if one-tenth of the
 language that has been used in this address is deserved

- by us, what language do you propose to use for those who

bave lost their lives, and therefore finished their work on

¢
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RECEPIION IN MADRAS : 800

‘behalf of your suffering countrymen in South  Africa 2 Ay
What language do you propose to use for Nagappan and.
Narayanasawmy, lads of seventeen or sighteon years, who
‘braved in simple faith all the trials, all the sufferings, and
-all the indignities for the sake of the honour of the Mother-
land (Chesra) What langunge do you propose to use with
veference to Villiamma, that sweet girl of seventeen yoars
who was discharged from Maritzburg prison, ékin and bone
suffering from fever to which she succumbed after about a
month’s time (Cries of shame), Bl A
It was the Madrassis who of | all the Indians were
singled out by the grest Divinity that rules over us for this
great work,” Do you kuow that in the great city of Johan-
nesburg, the Madrassis look on a Madrassi as dishonoured
if he has not passed through the jails once or twice during
“thig terrible crisis that your countrymen in South Africa
went through during these eight long years? You have
-said that I inspired these great men and women, but I can-
not accept that proposition. It was they, the simple-min-
-ded folk, who worked away in faith, never expecting'the
-alightest reward, who ingpired me, who kept ms to the
proper level, and who inspired me by their great sacrifice,
by their great faith, by their great trust in the great God,
t0 do the work that I was able to do, (Cheors)) 1t is my
misfortune that my wife and 1 have been obliged to work
An the lime-light,and you have magnified out of all propor-
tion (cries of ‘No [ mol’) this little work we have been able
‘to do. Believe me, my dear friends, that if you cousider,
whether in India or in 'South Alfrica, it is possible
for wus, poor mortals—the same individuals, the
same stuff ' of which you are made—if you consi-
-der that it is possible for us to do anything whatsoever
without your assistance and without your doing the same

»
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thing that we would be prepared to do; you ave logt, and

we are also lost, and our services will be in  tain, 1 do not:

for one moment believe that the inspiration was given by

| us, . The inspiration wag given by them 1o us, and wo were.
| able o be --in_l;erp-mters between the powers who! called
themselves the Governors and thoge men for/ whom redress. '

was .5}6 necessary.  We weve sinuply links between those
 two parbies and nothing more, ' It was my- duty, baving

| weceived the education that was given to me by my parents

|| to interpret what was going on in our midst ‘to those
. gimple folk, and they rose to the oocasion, They vealised |
*¢ho might of religious force, and it was they who  inspired

e __i;s,' ‘and lot them who have finished  their work, and who

S have 'd-iqdj:f’:'_m you and me, le}t. thom inspive you and us. We

N _: s;pe'_sﬁ_iﬁ' l'ii'igig. and who knows whethier ~the devil will not.
i ‘pussess us to-morrow and we shall not  forsake the post of

| ' duty before any new danger that may face ns.  But these

| .three have gone for ever. ' j My

' An old man of 76 from the United Provinces, Havbart.
Gingh, has also _juineﬂ the majority and died in jail in
' South Africe ; and he deserved the crown that you -wo;ild
. oelk to jmpose upon us, These young men desorve all the
sdjectives that you have so affectionately, but blindly
Javished upon us, 1t was not only the Hindus who strug-
gied,‘- but there were ‘Mahomedans, Parsis and” C}h'ﬁsti'anal;;
~ and almost every part of India was ropresented in the.
gruggle. They roalised the common danger, and  they
yealisod also what their destiny was as Indiang, and it was
" they, and they alone, who matehed the  soul-force agninst
| the physical forces. A Liowd. opplawss.) G el

e T



: HARBATSINGH
AN = A very old Hindustani stalwart who died
— HARAY A} BAMY, > : == ip the Durban gaol as a Passive Resister,
who was deporied to India as a Passive Resister [ "2 Sl
~and who died at Delagoa Bay after being bunted = =~ =

by the Doyt from bert to Portin South Africa, Saee ik






THE INDALN SOUTH AFRICAN LEAGUE,

[

At the Qeneral Meeting of the Indian South 4 fricen League,

- huld, ot the premises of Messrs G A, Natesan & Co., Madras, 3
on Fridey, May 1, 1915, with Dewan Bokadwr M. Awdi-

narayana lyah in the Chaiy, Mr. G, A Natesan, one of the

Joint  Secretaries, }n‘esented a statement of accounts of the

League and wound up by wrging that the balance of the Lea-
gue's Pund might be handed over o Mr, Gandhi . who. had
wundertaken to look. after the interests of the Seuth .dfnm res ._:
surned, Indioms and their depmlents The Hesolution w a8
wnanimonsly passed, My, Gandhi in the course of kts reyfy :
made & brigf statement and said -
~ The passive resistunce struggle started with the Asia-

tic struggle in the Transvaal in 1906, As it went on
stage after stage, it, owing to the exigencies of the ocase .
and as a matter of courge, expanded and embraced the fol-
lowing further points, viz, (1) the removal of racial disabi-
lity in the Immigration Legislation of the Union of South
- Africa ; (2) the restoration of the status of Indian wives
' whether married in acoordance with Hindu or Mahomedan
* yeligions rites as it originally = existed hefore what was
known in South Africa as the Searle Judgment; (3) repoal_

" of the annual £3 tax which was payable by every ex-in- W

dentured Indian, bis wife and his children—imale and

fomalo—males after reachmg 16 years, fomales after reach-

ing 12, if they decided to settle in the provinee of Natal

a8 freemen ; (4) just administration of existing }awg'._

Apecially affecting British Indians with due ‘regard to

" vested rights, All these points were completely gained
' 6 - :
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under the settlemaunt of lagt year, and t.hey have been om-
| bodied so far as logislation was necessary in what was

nown ag the Indian Relief Act and otherwise in the cor-
réspondence thib tools place between General Smuts and
himself immoediately after the passing of the Act reforved
to. Such being the case and as the Indian South African

/ -Lea.gue was formed solely for the purpose of assisting the
i airruggle, it could well diseolve itself, Mr, Gandhi reforred

aldo to the administration of the funds that were gent to

. him from India and other parts of the Empire. He snid
i tha.b at every stage of the struggle, a complate atabament._

of i income and exponditure was published.
Mr. Gandhi then  informed ' the meei,mg that.
thore were' nearly 30 passive resisters including  their

 fwmilies in  India who were to be supported, These
'mcluded the ‘widows and  childven of the two men

who were shot in the course of the struggle, He, there-
fore, suggeated that the small balance which was still with
the Indian South African League might well be devoted
to their agsistance, Mr, Gandhi desired to take the op-

| porbunity to express the thanks of the South  African In-

dians for the great and valuable assistance it had rendered

o thern during the most critical times of the struggle.

He was not going to mention any names, but lre felt it his
duty to convey in person as the mt:erpratm of  the wishes
of many Transvaal deportees, who were in Madras in 1909
of their heartfelt thanks to My, Natesan for the devotion
which he displayed ia looking after their interest during
tharr exile in India, He was glad he was able to convey
in person his giateful thanks to the chairmian and the
mambars of the League for the moral and material suppork
thay had reuderad to their causo.

¥
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INDIANS IN THE COLONIES.

RECIPROCITY BETWEEN INDIA AND THE e
Qi DOMINIONS. i '

At the Madras Provincial Conference held ot Nallore in
Tune, 1915, Mr. G. A. Natesan moved o ragolution thanking
Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi for the tnvaluable gervices they had.
vndared to the Motherland by their haroic struggls i Sowth
Afrion. Mr, Gandhi, in ack’n_awladginy the thamks of the
Confarence, spoke 8 follows :— R
In so far as sentiment enters into the claims of Tn-
-dia, with regard to ths statuy of Indiang in the Bapire, it
-geems possible that by a moasure of reciprocal - treatment
a8 botween India and the Dominions this difficulty could
_ be surmouanted, Given an outleé for Indian emigrants in
T st Africa, it ought not . to be beyond the powers of
statesmanship to arrange that Indix should have the
,power to exclade white men of the working clags, justag
‘the Dominions exclude Indians. Or rather it might be
_arranged that the number of Indians $o be admjtted to
-any one of the white States of the Empive should bear a
relative proportion to the white population of the
‘State. As a matter of fact, if the proportion agreed on ig
40 avoid the necessity for removing some of the Asiasies
now in the Dominions, it will bave to ta something  like
‘twice as great as the nuwber of bhe whites in India im
velation to the total population. The existing white  com-
anacity in Lolia, toclasive of 6ra0ps, Baacs tho propovtioa



'L‘NIV(ANS N 'I'HE CDLDNIES

i of ahout 1 2 000 of the natﬁe populatmn In Ga.nadam

| there ata now about 3,000 Tndians in s tiotal population:
. of 8,000 000, A ratio ¥ : 1,000 as: auggestad would, there-

. $ore, permit the Indinn co]ony iu Canada to be  increased
by about 5, 000 In Austmha there are rather more than

gt _5,{]00 Ind:ans, and under 5 000 000 whue men at present,’

il ’huﬁ the excess over the 1: 1,000 ratio ig trifling. fn New

ik _.;-'jea]a_nd where there are aboug 1 : 250 Indians, this ratio.
0 18 almost exactly conformed to by the exiating sitnation,
| Slouth Africa presents a difficulty since the South African

 Ladians already excced a proportion of ono to ‘ten of the
| white residents, Bat SouthtAfrjen differs from its swter
v ];!ommmnn since it g the only gne  which has a na.twa
' pepulation of moro then negligible size. The [ndian sen-
 tion of the Lomposwe racial pmblem—- pteuented by the

: -Umonﬂ-mlght perbaps be ad;uated somewhat by offering
mducement,a 1'.0 South Afnca.n 1ndmns to transfer them-
_ aalves to East. 'Afnmoea. The confarrmg of full polltwal $

: nghts on t;he small Tndian dommunities dommlled in the-

. Dominions would then be the only step necegsary t0 meet. _

overy legitimate aspiration of Tudians for equahty of treat—
ment and the recogmtmn of their claims ss Brltlsh &uh .

) 'eut;a



INDIAN AND EUROPEAN EMIGRAM& !

| ppabimtm

Mr, M, K. Gdﬂ.dh"m moving the .éeé;aﬁutianlon' "Igi«z'&g; |

wand the Colonies atthe Bombuy Congress of 1915, said ;—

'Mr, President aud Friends,—the Rasolutmn that stﬁnds- G

m my name reads thug ;o

_ “The Congress regrats that the exu»tmg laws aﬁ'ecmng--'_ o
Indians in South Africa a.nd Ownada have not, in Splfua ﬂf' A

vbhe libaral and 1mpanahsﬁw deelarations of Colonial st;.at,ea.ﬁ B

men, been justly and equitably admm[sﬁpred and this

. Congress trusts that the Sﬁit.GOVBl‘mng Uslorfes, vl e e

- tond to the Tondian emigrants equol vights  with Baropean
- enigrants and that the Imperial CGovernmont will use a.l}

possible means to secure the rxghbs which have bsen i*lther-, i

%0 unjustly withheld from tbem_, thus cansing wuleapread_
',_.-.dlsgamgf acsign and discontent.”

Friends, --Tt is an irony. of fata that whllst thw mgb

-.'assembly will be regrotting the hostile a;ttlt.ude | that hag | s

been adopted by the Self-Gover mng Colonies, & (‘ont:m
. gent of your countrymen formad in South Africs will be

nearing the theatre of war in order o help the sick and |
the wonnded, and T am i_:;:, possession of facts in connes- -

- tion with this bontungant formed in South Afvion, Whl ch.'

shows that it is coreposed  of the middle alasses whi bt W

- accordance with the l’tmss of India, ave going 6o fm ' the

futuro gelf-governing nasion,  Those men are drawa from
- ex- mdentured Todians and their chﬂdren, fmm tha Pﬂ'ﬂty o
hawlkers, the toilers, the  traders, and yet | the: -

Oolqmes do nob consider | it necessary ' to  alter

(i their  attitudes nor do X see the logic in altere it
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ing their poliey. It is = the fashion now-a-days ' to-
i cogsider that because our humble chare in pot being dis-
" Joyal to the Government  at the present jumcture, ‘woare
| entitled to the rights which bave been hitherto withheld
. from um§, as if those rights were withheld because our
< Joyalty was suspected. No, my fvionds, if they have been
, withheld from us, the reasons are different and those YOf -
{ sons will have to be altersd, They are due, some of them
| to undying prejudices, to economic causes and these will -
i have to be examined; but prejudice will have to be cut
: o down, And what are the hardships that our countrywen -
1
{
!

TNDIANE IN THE COLONIES

. ave labouring under in South Africs, in Canads, and the:
| other Solf-Governing Colonies # ' In South Africa the
k / Settloment of 1814 secures what the passive rvesisters were -
I fighting for and nothing more, and they were fighting for
the restoration of legal equality in connection with emi--
grants from Pritish India and nothing more. ;
, " That legal equadity has been restored, but vhe domas-
L 4 troubles till romain and if it wag 0ot the custom unfor.-
tunately inherited for the last forty years that the predo-
i yoinent language in this assembiy should be Eunglisb; our:
WMadras friends will bave ' taken good - care-to have learnt .
one of the northern vernaculars, and then there are men
enough in South Africa who would tell you about the -
' diffienities that we have to go through even now in South.
Africa in connection with holding landed propel-ty,_'in_ con-
L' jpection with men who having been once domiciled in South -
(' Afrios, return o South Africa, their difficulties in connec-
‘ion with the admission of their children, theiv difficalties .
in connection with holding licenses of trade. These are,
3£ I may so eall them, bread and butter difficulties. There
sve other diffeulties which X shall ot enumerate just now
1m Cenaca,it is wob pessible jor these mamlar of ther

PO e T (T
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'&khs who are dommﬂed t.here to brmg thelr wives and
‘their childern, (Cries of ‘shame, aham.s.’) The law is the same
but admmmtratlon is widely unequal, so unequal that they 19
canpot kring their wives and children, and the law or the
administration st.lll rewaing the ssme in spite ffdeclam- HUM
tions about justice and what rot, in view of the hestilities
and in view of the splendid aid which India is said to have
rendered to the Bmpire, How are these difficulties to be
met. 1 do not intend to go into details, but the Congress
pragoses that this dificulty can be met by Bn-_!_i].*:p'eal,'_._fcf - AN
sence of jﬁetic& of the Colenial statesmen axd by E:h",ﬁ-pp'éﬂl' ! !
- %o the Imperial Governwent., T fear 1hat the Congress
¢an ouly do this, but the Resolution ro far as it g_riés_'in*-oz}ﬁ D
respect is  inadequate tb the occagion.  Lord Hardinge, Hi
only a few months ago, made a feivent appedl to jodian
publicists and to Indian public statesmen for el ping By
10, an _honoumble solution which  will retaim the dignity gf' R R
Xndia, at the same time, not beecause of an y 'troubie to thé‘ i
Self-Governing Colonies Lord Flardinge is still wmhng
for an answer, that answer is wot supplied by tbe"-
Congress, nor can it be by ‘the Congress; it ds .
to  be supplied by  an association of ' the apeciﬁ-' i
lists, if [ way so call them. The Congress has given
them the lead, and it ja for these associations to frame AR
details in which they will have to examine the rwal olaios
and to offer to Lord I’Inrdmge a  solubion wlnch ghall be
saturated with detmla, a sclution which will satmfy the
~Oolonial Governments ag well as the Indian people and will
 mot take away anything whatsoever frem the just demanda |
‘that this Resolution imakes,  With these words I haae:
mul.h p]eas‘me I proposivg this Regolution.




. INDENTURED LABOUR.

S e
 The following i o pronouncement made by M., Qandhi
. Quring the strenvous agitation made throughout Indic in the
early part of 1917 for the complate abolition of Indenture :—
| There is no doubt that we are engaged in a severy
- sﬁnqugle for the preservation of our honour, ‘and that, if
" we do not take cave, the promise made by Lord Hardinge,
that indentured labour should soon be a thing of the past
may be reduced to a nullity. The Vieeregal pronounce-
‘ment just made seems to set at rest ome fear, thaf the

| eysteni may ba prolonged for a further period of five yenrs,

' which, ag Sir Ramakyishna Bhandarkar showed af Poona,

 wonld, in veality, mean ten years. . ‘We ' ave thankful to
Lord Chelmsford for his agsurance,  And we ave t-hﬁnkful_;,
500, to that good Euglishman, Mr. ¢, F. Anundrews, for the
lead that ho gave us iu the matter. So soon as he gained
. the information from [iji that five years’ extension was
L fakioin by the planters of those islands as a settled fact, he

'\ forsook his sick-bed and his vest at Shanti Niketan, and

Ak .""i,-'_aotindad for us the eall of duty.

But if one eloud, thal threatened to. destroy our
‘hopes, seems to have digappeared, another equally danger-
" ous lopms on fhe horizon. The conditions of abolition, as

stated by Lord 'Hﬁr'dinge Jast March, are these:—

o “ On behalf of His Majesty’s Government, he (the Secretary
of State) has asked us, however, to make it clear that the exigt-
ing systern of recraiting must be maintsined until new condi-
tions, under which labour should be permitted to proceed
‘to the Cbslonies, should have beea  worked out in con-
junction with the Colonial Office and the Crown Colonies
goncarned ; vatil proper gafeguardsin the Colonies ;should have

(]
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been provided ; and until they -'.s'h'oﬁld have had reasonable time A
“to adjust thomselves to the change, a period which musk neces- . =

‘warily depend on circumstances and conditions imperfeotly
sknown at present.' RO (R

Those of us wha know anything of the system knew
- “that it was well-nigh impossible to find aew conditions
which would be economically sound for the planters,
.and morally sound for us, Wo felt thnt the Government.
‘would soon find this oub for themselves, and that, in
~view of Liord Hardinge’s whole-hearted disapproval of - the
‘aystem, hig view of the nearness of the snd would coineide
with our own, But now & different ‘situation faces us,

HNearly a year has gone by, and we discover that the plan- !
texs of TWiji have been led to helieve that they will have ' ' |
_ive years more of the system, and at the end of it mew 4 (|

conditions may after all be a change in name but not
. iin substance, = TLet Mr. Bonar Law's despateh ‘speak. for '
‘itself.  Writing under date March 4, 1916, to the Acting

Bovernor of Piji, he rays — ; RGN '

“ The Secretory of Stats for India is satisfied that it would
mot be possible for the Government of India to continue to
defeat by a bare official majority resolutions in their, Legislas
tive Council, urging the abolition of indenture; that in his
-opinion, the strong and universal feeling in Indiu on thissubject
makes it a question of urgency : and that he has acoepied the
-gonclusion that indentured emiigration must be anolished.™

He then progeeds -~

“ Thotgh, from the point of view of the Colonies coneerned,
sthe decision which the Indian Government and the Secretary of
State for India have taken is to be regretted, I recognisethat .
‘the final decision upon this question must rest with the Indian
“W(rovernment,” Bk | i

Thus the humanities of the question are tacitly supé
posed o be no congern of the Cvlonies. ‘ '

Now mark this significant pavagraph, culled from the | = W

same illuminating despateh j
| “Ihave, therefors, agreed to the appointment of an inter-
«lopartmental committee to copsider whot system should bo -

i
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smbstituted for the system of indenture should be allowed for a.
further pm:iud of five years, and should vease at the end of that.
period. . . The Secretary of State {or India iz anxious that the-
change of system shonld be brought about with as little digtur-
bance as possible 1o the economic interests of the Colonies, and
that ‘he bas madeit clear that the existing system must be-
Euai}lt%u;l’ed until a properly safeguarded system has been
evised.

: Myr. Andrews has been twitted for having referred to-

the five years’ extension. TLet his oritics explain away
Mr. Bonar Law’s emphatic pronouncement published in
the Fiji newspapers, What with, this official statement:
and the Secretary of State for India’s solicitude for the
geonomic interests of the planters, cur cause may casily be-
lost, if we are found unwatchful, b

 1n the light of the Viceregal speech and Mr. Bonmar
. Law’s despatch, our dubty seems to be clear. We must.
strengthen the GoveimMent’a hands where necessary, and.
" even stimulate their activit)'; go that this inter-depart-
mental committee is not allowed to frustrate our hopes,
1t is a body wherein the influence of the Crown Colonies.
and the Colonial Office will be preponderant. It is a body
which has to find a substitute which would be aceeptable to-
us. ' As I hold, it will be a vain search, if the moral well-
being of the labourer is to be the primary consideration.
But, if the planters can have their own way, we kuow that:
. they will urge an impossible substitute, and, in the event.
of its rejection by us, they will, in accordance with
My, Bonar Law's despatch, claim continuance of recruiting.
_under indenture, It muss, therefore, be clearly nnder-
" stood that the onus of producing an acceptable substitute -
. pests with them and not with us, They have had more
than a year already. Lord Hardinge's despatch, urging
total abolifion, is dated the 15th October, 1915. The
commitbes is to sib in May next, This period for finding &



|| INDENTURED LABOUR G R

substitute ie long enough, in all conscience. Rither Mr..
Androws’ harrowing picture of the conditions of life in =
Fiji is true or it is untrue, = We believe it to be true, and:

" it has never been seriously attacked. And in waiting for
gver a year, we shall have waited almost beyond the point .
of endurance, Substitute or mno substitute, we are:
entitled, = for the sake of our motherhood, for:

. the sake of ouwr own honour and reputation, and,.
indeed, that of the Kmpire, to the unconditional:
abolition of this last remnant of slavery. Natal:
gtopped the system without the provision of a substitute.
Mauritius has done likewise. The Johannesburg wines.
survived not only the shock of an abrupt terminafion of
Chinese labour, but the withdrawal of every Chiness I~ =
bourer from the country as fast as transport could be got - '
ready. ] ; - '
Unpital is both bold and timid. 1f only we shall do.
our duty, if only the Government of India will steel their-
hearts against the blandishments of the Fijian and Waeat
indian planters, theve is, no doubt, that these people wilk

- know how to save their millions, without India’s having tor
go to their rescue, :
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“The )"ollowmg i 2ha full texi of an armle pubhsﬁad in #ka
o ndiam Review,” for, September 1917 :

_ 1 have carefully read the resolution issued at Simla
by the Government of India on the 1st instant, embody+
. ing the report of the Inter-Departmental Conference re-
‘cently held in London, ' It will be romembered that this
- was the conference referred to in the Vicoregal speech of
~ Aast year at the opening of the sessions of the Viceregal
Legislative Council, [t will be remembered, too, that
‘this was the Conference which Siv James Meston and Siv
8, P, Sinba were %0 have attended but were unable to
_attend owing to their having returned to India before the
‘date of the meeting of the Conference. 1t is stated in
. the report under discussion that these gentlemen were
. to disouss the question of emigration to certain English
‘Oolonies informally with the two Secretaries of State, i, e.,
the Secretary of State for India and the Secretary. of
‘State for the COolonies. Lord Tslington, Sir A, Steel
0 Maitland, and Messrs, Seton, Grindle, Green and Mae-
% naughton gonstituted the Conferénce. To take the word-
‘ing of the Resolution, this Conference sat “to consider
‘the proposals for a new assisted system of emigration to
‘British Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaica, and Fiji.,” The public
.should, therefore, note that this assisted emxgra.twn is to
 'be confined only to the four Crown Colonies mentioned
and not to the Self-Governing Celonies of South Africa, -
(Canada or Australia, or the Omv&_n Colony of Mauritius.
‘What follows will show the importance of this distinction,
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Tt is somethmg to be thankful ’t'ur bhat * the' Government‘
of India have not yet considered the roport and reserved '

judgment on all the points raised in ib.” This is as it

should be on 2 matter so serious as this and one which
only last year fairly convulsed the whole of India and

which has in one shape or :mobha:- agitated the cauntry“ |

since 1895,
The declaration too that * Fis Majesty's Governmenﬁ in

agreement with the Government of India have decided:

that indentured emigration shall not be re-opened” is wel-
come as is also the one that ‘“no free emigrants can be in-
troduced into any Clolony until all Indian emigrants .al-
ready there have been released from existing indentures.”

In spite, however, of so much in the report that fills:

one with gladuess, the substantive part of it which sets.
forth the schem® which is to replace indentured emigration
is, 50 far as one can judge, o say the least of it, disap-
pointing, Stripped of all the phraseology under which

the tcheme hag been veiled, it is nothing less than a sys- |

tom of indentured emigration, no doubt on & more humane.

basis and safeguarded with some conditions boneﬁmal t,o_ﬁ_

the mmgmnts taking advantage of it.

The main point that should be borne in mind is {*hs.t;-'.

the Conference sat designedly to consider achéme of

emigration not in the interests ‘of the Indian Iabourery

but in those of the Colonial employer, The new system,

therefore, is devized to help the Colonies concerned. India

needs no éutlet, at any rate for the present moment, for

emigration oubside the country. It is debateable whether,

in any event, the four Colonies will be the most suitable - '
'for Tndian colonisation, The best thing, therefore, that

¢an hanpen from an Indian standpoint is that there should
be no assmted em:gmtmn from Tndia of any type whatso-.
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"ever. In thoabsence of any such assistance, emigratiom
. will have to be entirely freo and at the risk and expense
-of the emigrant himself. Past experience ‘shows that, in
-that event, there will be very little voluntary emigration
%o distant Colonies. In the report assisted emigration
means, o use a mild expression, gtiraulated emigration ;
-and surely with the industries of India crying out for la-
bour and with her legitimate resources yet undeveloped, it
'is madness to think of providing a stimulus for the agbay-
-at-home Indian to go out of Ladin. Neither the Gov ern-
ment nor any voluntary agency has been found capable of
protecting from ill-usage the Indion who emigrates either
4o Burma or Ceylon, much less can any such protection
avail in far-off Fiji or the thres other Colonies. T hope
“phat leaders of public opinion in India will, therefors, take
their stand on the one impregnable rock of, not wanting
“any emigration whatsoover to the Colonies, © [t might be
-argued that we, as a compounent part of the Hmpire, ave
‘bound to consider the wants of our partuers, but this
would not be a fair plea to advance so long as India stands
in need of all the labour she can produce. -If, therefove,
India does not assigt tho Colouies, it is not ' because of
' want of will but it is due to want of ability. An addi-
| tional reagon a politician would be justified in using 18
‘that, 50 long as India does not in reality occupy the posi-

tion of an equal partner with the Colonies, and so long as-

Hex sons contiaue to be regarded by Englishrmen  in the
‘Colonies and English employers even nearer fiome to be

fit only as hewers of wood and drawers of water, no
‘scheme of emigration o the Colonies can be morally ad-
‘vantageous to Indian emigrants, 1f the badge of inferio-

vity is always to be worn by them, they can mnever rise

“to their full status and any material advantage they will

INDIANS IN THE COLONIES
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gain by emigrating can, thorefors, be of no consideration..

But let us for the moment consider the now system,
“ The system,” it is stated,  to be followed in  future wilk
‘be one of aided emigration and its objeet will bo to en:
«conrage the settlement of Indiaus in cortain Colonies after
4 probationary period of employment in  those (olonies,

to train and fit them for life and work there and at the

-sawme time, to acquive a supply of the ' lahour essential to
‘the well-being of the colonists  thomselves,” ‘Bo. the re-

settloment is to be conditional  on  grevious amployment ;

undsr contract and it will be seen m the course of ouY exa-

mination that this contrach is to be just ag binding as the.

‘contracts used to be under indenture.  The report has the

following humourony pasaaga in it: *‘He will be, in no way,

‘restricted to servies under any particulor emplﬂyer exoeph
that for his own protection, a selectod employer will be
-chosen for him for the first six months.” This has. a fa-

vour of the old indentured systom.  One of the evils com-

plained of about that system was that  the labourer was.

‘assigned to an employer, . He was not free to choose one
‘himgelf, . Under the new system, the employer i8 to he

-8elected for the protection of the labourer, It i8 hardly
necossary for me to point out that the would-be labourer
will never be able to feel the protection devised for bhim,
‘The labourer is further “ to he encouraged to wovk for his
first three years in agrieultural industrios, by the offer,
should he do so, of numerous and important benefits sub-
sequently ag 2, colonist.,” ' This is another iud ucement to

indenture, and I know enough of such schemes to be able

‘to assure both the Government and public that these so-
-called  inducements  in the hands of clever manipulators

become nothing short of methods of compulsion in respect |

of innocent and ignorant Indian Iabourars. It is due to the

(3
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framers of the schems that 1 sbould draw attention to the-
 fact that they have avoided all tmmmal pe:nalt.les for '\
. ‘breach of contract, In India itself if the scheme is adopt-,
ed, we ars promised a revival of the much-dreaded depots:
i :ﬂld am!gmtmn Agents, all no doubt, on a more respect-
: able basis bub still of t:he same typa and capabie of untold
I mlscluef
|| The vest of the report is not likelw to jaterest .the»
| public, but those who wish to study it will, 1 doubt not,
. eome to the conclusion to which [ have been driven, that
' the framers have done their best to strip the old system of |
| muny of the abuses which had cropt into it, but they have
not suecesded in placing before the Indian publi¢ an g.ccept-'

- able scheme. I hold that it was an impossilile task. The
 system of indenture was one of temporary slavery it was:.
incapable of being amended ; it should only be ended and

it is to be hoped that India will never consent to it ravi-

val in any ahape or form,

INDIANE T4 THE COLONIES



THE INIQUITIES OF THE ISDENTURE SYSTEM

s Under the auépices'.of 'dﬁ;s_' Dzsﬁrwt _G’oﬁgress Qommittees in

Bombay Mr. M, K. Gandhi delivered u lecturs on Indmbured
Indian Labowr before « large Jgathering on 30th  Oct. 1917
at the Bmpirve Theatre, Sir  Ibrahim 'Rw?z.un&uﬂmﬁ preswlmg '-

My, Gandk, said i~ et
The question | of indentured labour was "ju'st

now a topieal question, bacause those firue and real friends

of Imlm, Mossrs. Andrews and Pearson, were conducting

an enquiry in Fiji. The Fiji Islands absorbed the largest 4

number of indentured Indians at the 'present moment,

Messrs, Andrews and Pearson were not the first to interest
the Indians in thig question, but it was the deceased states-
‘" 'man Mr. Gokhale, who first impressed Indians with the

importance of their duties in connection with this question,

The 'resolution which Mr. Gokhale brought _hefora the .
‘Qouncil for the abolition of the Indenture system was

defeated by a majority though all the non-official members

of the Council voted for the abolition. However much n
benign. and sympathetic Vnceroy wighed to remove this
abominable system of indenture from the Indian Statute
Rook there was a very serious diffeulty in his way and that
was the report by the two Commissioners, who weres sent by

Lord Hardinge, namely, Messrs. MacNedl and OInmanlal
which are contdined in two bulky volumes, All might not
cave to wade through the rather dull pages of those
volumes but to him who knew what real indentured li-

bour was they were of great interest. They might, how-.
ever, take upon trust thab the report recognised |that in.

7
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 dentured labour should continue just as it was, if certain
 eonditions were fulfilled, ' Those conditions, Mr. Gandhi
said were impossible of fulfilment. = And the recommenda-
| tions which thege two great Commissioners made, showed
‘that they really could not seriously have meant that the
_ system of indenture which oxisted to-day in Fiji, Jamaica
Gruiana and other colonies skould be continued a minute
longer than was actually necessary. The speaker here ro-
ferred to the previous commision and said that the defects
‘which Messrs, MacNeill’and Chimanlal had pointed out
‘were patent to all, Their report contained nothing new,
But there was unofficial investigation on  behalf of some

philanthropic body in Hagland some forty years ago, and .

in‘that book an unvarnished tole was given, which told in
~ graphic language what were the hardships under that sys*

Lo e,

fn this connection Mr. Gandhi quoted a statement
“made by the Prime Minister of Natal in which he said
that the system of indentitre was a most unadvisable thing

. and that the sooner it was terminated the better for the in-
dentured labourer and the employer, TLord, Selborne said
the same thing when he was the High Commissioner in
‘South Africa: he said that it was worse for the employer
than the employed, because it was a system perilously near
to slavery, Sir William Hunter wrote a beautiful series
of letters in 1895 when he first brought himself to study
the system personally and compared the system of inden-
ture, aftec a due ianvestigation, to 'a state bordering
on glavery., On one ocoasion he wused the expression
semi-slavery,  Mr. Gandhi said if he erred in mak-
ing these statoments, he erred in Tord Selborne’s
company, And it was in connection with this system that
these two worthy gentlemen, the Gommlssmnerq, had seen
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it to report and adfise the-'-fulﬁ_lmentlof c,arthin:'cdnd-i{;;ons; B
which in the very nature of the contract were irapossible of

fulfilment. The condifions were that unsuitable emigrants

be excluded ; the proportion of females to males to be

| ‘paised from 40 to 50 per cent. The d@peaker could not

understand what they meant by unsuitable emigrants be.
ing excluded, The Coumissioners themselves told them

thabt it was not easy to find labour in India. India was not.

pining to send her children out as semi-slaves. Lord” San-

| .derson stated that it was the surplus population  from Fa-
dia that went out from dissatisfastion with the economic
«condition in India, But they must remember  that there | i

were 500 recruiting licences issued in the year 1907, Could

* they conceive the significance of | the exfragrdinary state

of things which required one recruiter to 17 labourers ¢
The Colonial Governments had their sub-agents in India
for this indentured lubour to be collected. They were
paid » sum of Rs, 25 for each cooly recruited, and this
aum of Re. 26 was divided between the recruiter and the

sub-agent, Mr, Gandhi thought the mental stato of  those

recruiters must be miserable, who could send so many of

thoir countrymen as semi-slaves, After having seen what the

recruiting agents did and afier havicg read the many gross
misstatements they made, he was not surprised that thou-
sands and thonsands of their countrymen = were becoming

indentured labourers, The Commissioners devoted severnl .

pages to the immorality prevailing on the estates, It was
not forty women for sixty men ; but the  statement Wwag
made that these men did not marry these woraen, but kept
them and that many of these women were prostitiutes, Mr.
Gandbi said he would decline to send his children under

such an indenture, if he was worthy;of his salt, out = of the .

PHE INIQUITIES OF THE INDENTURE systeM o 99
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What did. they think of that in India.

The conditions were that rigorous provigiong should be-

{ enbhem expunged from the Ordinances or that the Protec-
tor ghould control employers. As for the regulations made
tio protect these labourers they could take it from him, My.

- Gundhi said, that there were a great many flaws in them

: fs{nd a coach and four could be easily driven through these,
The aim of the rules was to make the employer suprems,
Here was capital ranged agninst labour with artificial props.
for capital and not labour.
b  Mr. Gandii condemned the ** protector” of emigrants.
The ywere men belonging fio that very clags to which employ-
ors belonged ; they moved among them and was it not only
natural that t.hay should have their bympathlea on the side of
‘ 'tha employer ¢ How was it then pﬂSBlble that they could do
1 3113!;109 to the labourer against the employer? He knew many
' instances when magistrates had meted out justice to the.

. cquntry But thouaa.udq of men  and women ha.d gonﬂ

indentured labourer, but it was impossible to expect such a

thing from_ the Protectors of emigrants. The labourer was
bound hand and foot to the employer, If he committed an
 offence against his employer he first of all had to undergo, «

.\ course of imprisonment; then the days that the labouver had

gpent: in the jail were added to his indenture and he was

. taken back to his master to serve again, The Commis=

sioners had to say nothing against thess rules, There was
nobody to judge the Protector of Emigmnts if he gavea
‘wrong judgment, but in the case of the magistrate he
conld be eriticised. Agnm the Commissioners and that thess
_prisoniers should be put into separate jails. “But the Colo-
mind Government would be bankvupt if they built  jails for
. hundreds of prlsoners that were imprisoned. They were

- not able to build jails for the passive resisters. Then the



*Oommissloners said that the laboumr, cshould be allowed- N
' to redeem his indenture by payment of a gr aduated re- i
demption fee. They made mistake in. t.hmkmg him to be

an independent man, He was not his own master. Mz,

‘Gandhi said he had known of English girls well educated_"

who were decoyed and who were not indentured, unable to
 free themselves, How was it then possible for an 1ndenﬁur-

od labourexr to do this ¢ Mr, Balfour compared the laboarer

THE INIQUITIHB o.w 'rrm I.NDENTURE BYS‘!‘ _"10'1

under an indenture to a soldier. But the soldier waa a res-' A

~ ponsible man and he could rise fio & high position, Butan
indentured labourer remained a labourer. e had no pn-

vileges. His mfe was also included under his disabilities, so

also higgon.  Tn Natal the finger of scorn was pointed at

“these people. Nevar could an indentured Indian tise 60 2

highet posti than that of labourer, And fwhat did the -

labourer bring when he returved to India? He réturned o

broken vessel, with some of the artificial and superficial

signs of civilisation, but he lefs more valuable things behind
him. i{e may bring gome sovereigns also with him, ' They

shoald decline to perpetuate this hateful system of inden-

ture hecause it robbed them of their national self- reapect‘s
If they could consider well over what he had said they

‘would try and abolish the system in a year’s time and this |
one taint upon the nation would have gone and indentured
]abbur would be a thing of the past, He wanted to remove *

the- cause of the ill-treatment of the Indians in the Uoln-

nies, However protected that system may be, it gtill ve-

mained a state bordering upon slavery, ‘It would remain,”
said My, Gandhi, “a state basod upon full-fledged slavery
and it was a hmderance to national growth and national
dignity.”
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IMPERIAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS,

A the cowrse of an article eriticising the Imperial Conjerence:
1 Resoladion, on Indian  emigravion, Mr. Gandhi wrote as:
\ follows in the Indian Review for Augnst 1918 :— |
. The Imperial Conference Resolution on the status of
.| onx countrymen emigrating to the Colonies reads well on

‘the surface, but it is highly deceptive. 'We neod not consi-

. der it a greut achievement that we can pass the same laws

- against the colonials that they may pass against us, It is
like a gi'ant telling a dwarf that the  latter is free to give
blow for blow, Who is to refuse permission and passports.

10 the eolonials desiving to enter India ¢ But Indians, no:
matter what their attainments are are constantly being re-

fused permission to enter the colonies even for temporary
periods, South African legislation of emigration was

. purged of the racial tainf, by the passive rosistance move-

. ment. But the administrative principles still continue and:

will do so, so long as India rema.ms both in name and sub-

gtance a dependency.

: The agreement arrived at regarding those who are-

. already domiciled practically restates the terms of the set-
' tlement of 1914, If it extends to Canada and Australia

it is a decided gain, for in Canada till recently there was 4
big agitation owing to the refusal of its Government to.
adwit the wives and children of its Sikh settlers. I may
perhaps add that the South African settlement provides

 for the protection of those who had plural wives before the
| sattlement, especially if the latter had afany time entered:
South Africa, It may be the proper thing in a predomi-



mpmmn CONFERENCE nmowwmw e 103

‘nently C‘hrlstlan eountry to conﬁne the lega.hty fio only one

- wife, But it is necessary even for that country, in the_ g
intorests of humanity and for the sake of fmendshlp for
membors of the same Imperial Federation to which they

belong administratively, to allow the admission of plaral
wives and their progeny. !
The above agreement still evades the ques‘awn of in-

e

equality of status in other matters :-—Thus the difficulty i

of obtaining licenses throughout South Africa, the prohibi-
tion to hold landed property in the Transvaal and the Free
State and virtual probibition within the Union itself of
the entry of Indians into the Free State, the prohtbltwn

of Indian children to enter the ordinary CGovernment |

schools, deprivation of Mummpal franchise in the Trans-
vaal and the Free State and practical deprivation of the
Union franchise throughout South Africa, barring perhaps
the Cape, The resolutions of the Imperial Conference
thorefore ave decidedly an eye-wash, There is no change

of heart in'the colonies and certainly no recognition of
Imperial obligations regarding India. The Fijian atroei-.
ties to which Mr, Andrews has drawn pointed att«entmn i

show what is possible even in the Crown colomes which
are under divect Impemal O‘Ont.rol
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. officer. His invariable inquiries were whether we were
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_ GANDHI'S JAIL EXPERIENCES
i §

e These prwon ea,pmmces were ommnmlb wmtten B Y Mr,
G‘andiu in Gugamﬁi and we  mre indebted to the Mmﬂem
Remmo fo-r the fol&mmw.g Bnglish version : |

INSPLOTION _ i
When the different inspectors come to mspect all thL

it i)rlsouers have to post thomselves 1n al' row, and take off’
.| their eaps to ‘salute them, As all of us had English caps,
. there was no difficulty in observing this rule. It was both

legal and proper that we should take o"t ‘our  caps, The

i words of dirsction used were * fall in,’ Those words had,
| 80 to speak, become our food, as we had to “ fall in” four
' or five times a day One of these officers, an assistant to
{ _",ﬁhe_ Chiof Warder, was a little stiff-necked and so the
5 Ihlhgms bad nicknamed bim, “ General Smuts,” Gener-

. 'nlly he was the first to come in the mor mugs ‘and surain in
the evenings, At half past nine the Doctor came, " He

\ was very good and kind, and uofailing in his inquiries,
| Fach prisoner had, according to jail rules, to show ull parts

" of his body, on the first day to the Doctor, stripping him-

" solf bare of all clothes, but he was kind enoagh  not  to

' enfores the same in our ease.  When many more Indians
" had come, he simply told us to report to him if any one had

got itches, ete., €0 that he might examine hiw in camera.

‘At half past ten or eleven, the Governor and Chief Wardeér

The former was a firm, just and (1!1161‘- natured o
all right, whether we wanted anything, whether we had

\!
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any complaints to make, Whenavm we had any such, ba W
heard them attentively, and gave us relief, if he could. i
Sqme of these complaints and grtevances I shall vefer to .
Iater on, His deputy came also at times., Ho was kind-

' hearted too, Bub the best of them all was our Chief

© Wardor, Himself deeply religious, he was not only kind
and courteous towards us, but evory prmoner qa.ug hm
praises in no measured terms, He was atbentive in preserv- it
ing to the prisoners all their rights, he"overlooked their
trivial faults, and knowing in our cage that we  were all
innocent he wag particularly kind to us, and to. ‘show his
kindness he often came and talked to us. Aieh
INCREASE IN OUR NUMBERS,

I have said before that there were only five of s
passive resisters, at first. On 14th Jan_um v, Tawesday,
came in My, Thambi Naidu, the Chief Picket and Me,
Koin, the President of the Chinese = Association. We all’
were pleased to receive thom. ‘On the 18th, fourteen _
others joined us, including Samundaxr Khan,  He was in
for two months, The rest were Madrasis, Kunamias und
Gujarati Hindus, They were arvested for hawking without
licences, and sentenced to pay a fine of £2, and in defanlt
to 14 days’ imprisonment, They had bravely elected to
o to jail. . 'On 21st, 76 others came. In this batch only
Nawab Khan had two months, the rest were with u fine
of £2, or in default 14 days’ imprisonment. Most of them
wore Gujarati Hindus, some Kunamias and some Madrasis.

On the 22nd, 35, on the 23rd, 3, on the  24th, 1, on the
'Zﬁth,lﬂ, on the 28th, 6, and in the evening 4 more, and
on the 29th, 4 Kunamias added to our numbers. ' So that
by the 29th, there were 155 passive resisters incarcerated.
On the 80th, T was removed to Pretoria, but I knew t:hat' AL
on thet day 5 or 6 others had come in. 0
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FOOD
- The questibn of food iy of great moment to many of

ug, i all circumstances, but to those in prison, it is of the-
greatest importance, They are greatly in need of good

' food. The rule is that a prisoner hus to rest content with

inil food, he cannot procure any from outside. The same

| id the case with a soldier who has to submit o hig regula-

tion rations, but the difference between the two is that his-
friends can send other food to the soldier and he can take
it, while a prisoner is prohibited from doing so. So that

& this prohibition about food is one of the signs of being in

prison, Even in general conversation, you will find the
jail-officers, saying that there could be no exercise of taste

~about grison diet, and no  such article could be allowed
‘therein, In a talk with the prisor medical officer, I told

him that it was necessary for us to have some toa, or ghee
or soms such thing along with bread, and he said, youw
want bo eat with taste, and no palata.ble thing could be
allowed in a prison. { :
Acoording to the regulations, in the firat week, an
Indian gets, in the morning 12 oz, of * mealis pap " with-
out sugar or ghee ; at noon, 4 oz, of rice and one oz, of

_ ghee ; in the evening, from s days, 12 oz. of mealie pap,

for 3 days. 12 oz. of boiled beans and salt., This scale bas
been modelled on the dietary of the Kaffirs, the only
difference being that in the evening, the Kaffirs are given
crushed maize corn and lard or fat, while the Indians get
rice, In the second week, and thenceforwa.rd for two-
days, boiled potatoes and for two days, ocabbages, or
pumpkin or somo such vegetable is given along with maize
flour, Those who take meat are given meat with vege-

_tables on Sundays.
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The fivet batch of prisoners had resolved to solicit for

no favours at the hands of G-;'wér_m:f:ant,_ and to take what-
ever food was served out, if not religiously objectionable,

Really speaking the above was not; a proper kind of diet for

Indians, though medically, of course, it contained guflicient-
nutrition, Maize is the daily food of the Kaflire, so this
diet gnits them, nay, they thrive o it, in jail, But Indians
ravely use maize-flour, rice only sni‘bé them. We ave nob
uked to oat beans alone, nor could we like vegetables a8
_cooked by or for Kaffirs, They never clean the vegetables.

nox season them with any spices, Again the vegetables |

cooked for the Kaffirs mostly consist of the peelings left.
“after the same have been prepared for the Huropean con-
victs, Tor spices, nothing else besides salt is given. Sugar
is never dreamt of.  Thus the food question was a very

difficult one for usall,  Still, as we had determined that.

the passive resisters were nejther to solicit nor ask for
favours from the jail authorities, we tried to rest conten?
~with this kind of food. ol

In reply to his inquirvies we had told the Glovernot,
that the food did nob su&t us, but we were determined not
to ask for any favours from Government, If Government
of its own accord wanted to make a change, it would be
welcome, else we would go on taking the regulation diet.

But this determination could not last long. When
others joined us, we thought it would be improper to make:
them shara this trouble with usalso. Was it not sufficient
that they had shared the prison with us? So we began %o
‘talk to the Giovernor on their behalf. We told him, we
were prepaved to take any kind of food, but the later

batches could not do so, e thought over the matter,and |
said that he would allow them to cook separately, if they

put it on the ground of religon but the articles  of foo a
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' ~would be the same, it did not rest with him  to make any
;chahges 'in'thg'm.'” ! B P RS AN
e, the meantime, fourteen others had joined us, and
 some of them elected  to starve. vather tban twke mealib
. pap. So I 'read the jail rules and found out that applica-
“tiong in such matters should be' made to the I)iréisﬂabr of
| H_-P\risofis. . 1 nsked, therefors, the Governor to bo pormitted
o apply to bhim, and sent a petition accordinzly. :
‘W, the undersigned prisoners beg to state that we are all
Agiatics, 18 Indians and 3 Chinese. . N A R
. The 18 [ndians get for their breakfast mealie pap, and the
others, rice and ghee ; they get beany thrice and * pap” four
times. 'We wera given potatoes on Saturdays and greens on

. Bundays.  On religious grounds, we cannot eat meat : some ave
entirely prohibited from taking it, and others cannot do 50 be-~

il /‘oanse of its not being religiously slaughtered..

| Mhe Chinese get maize-corn instead of rice. All the prison.
1 iers are mostly used to Buropean food, and they also eat braad

! '4nd other flour proparations.  None of us is nsed to mealie pap,

and some of us suffer from indigestion, ' ' e

. Bewven of us have eafen no b‘x!eakfa.sb at all only  at times,

| when the Chinese prisoners who got bread, out; of mercy, gave

. them a piece or two outof their rvdfions, have we eaten the

. same. . When this was mdntioned to the Governor, he said we
 Wwere guilty of a jail offence in this accepting bread. ;

. In our apinion this kind of food is gnbirely hsuitable to 18
/' /8o we haye to apply that we should be given food aveording to

' the rules for Kuropean prisoners and mealie pap be left out
‘entirely ; or in the alternative such food sheuld be given as
| swould support us, and  be in consonance with onr habits and
-ousboms. i ; g i j
. Thiyis an urgent matter and a reply be sent by wire.

| "Twenty one of us had signed the | petition and while
it was being despatched seventy-six more. came ig_}_. _._‘I‘hey._

also had a dislike for the * pap,” and 0 we added 8 para-
. graph ‘gtating that the new atrivals also objectied to the
diet. I requested the Governor to send it by wire, He

" asked his superior’s pevmission by telephone, and allowed
at onee 4 oz, of bread in place of “pap,” Wa were all
wery pleased, and from the 22nd., 4 oz, of bread wag sub-.

A ¢ R
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| stituted in place of pap, morning and evening, Inthe |
evening we got 8 oz, t.e, holf aloat, = But this was mexely

a tempomry arrangeraent, A committee was sitting on,

the question and we heard that they had recommended an
allowance of flour, ghee, and pulge ; but before it muld\_ i
take effect, we had been veleased, and so nothing more =

happened.

In the beginning when there was only exght of us we .

did not cook ourselves, so we used to get uncooked rice

and ili-cooked vegetables whenever the same were given,
50 we obtained permission to cook for ourselves, On the =
first day, Mr. Kadva cooked. After that Mr, Thambi
Naidu and My, Jivan both took up the function, and in.
our last days they had to cook for about 150 *men. They = =
had o cook once only, excepting on vegetable days which

were two in 4 weel——when they had to do so twice. - My,
Naidu took great trouble over this. I used to distribute,

Frow the atyle of the petition the reader must bave
noted the fact that it was presented on behalf of all Indian
prigoners and not us (eight) alone. We talked with the

Goveenor 1lso on the same lines and  he had promised fo .

look into it for all the Amablc prisoners, ‘We still hope
- that the jail diet of the Indians would be 1mpmved,
| Again the thres Chinese used to get other articles
instead of rice, and hence annoyance was felt, as thore was
an appearance of their being considered separate from a.nd
inferior to ug, For thig reason, I applied, on their baha]f
o the Governor and to Mr. Playford, and it was ordered
that they shonld be placed on the same level ag Indiang,
[t 18 instruckive to compare this dietary with ﬁha._t of
the Edropeans. They get for their morning breakfa_st:.

“pap” and 8 oz, of bread ; for the midday meal, bread and

soup or bread and meat, or bread and meat ‘and potatoss



or -'vegetabieﬁ cand in  the _evaningé bread and pap.”
'Thus they got bread thrice in the day, and o they do not
. .caxe whother they have the * pap” or not. Again they got
ik meat or soup, in addition. Besides this: they are often
given tea or ¢ocon.  This will show that both the Euro-
peans and the native Kaffirs get food suitable to them, and
it is the poor Indians alone who suffer, They bad no
¢ special dietary of their own, If they 'were treated like
Haropeans in food, they the Naropeans would have felt
ashamed, and no one had the concern to find out what was
+he food of the Lndian. They had thus to be ranked with
the Kaffirs and silently starve, For this state of circum-
«tanoes [ fivd fault with our own paople the Passive Resis-
tors. Some Indians got the requisite food by stealth,
‘others pgtlup with whatever they got, and were either
ashamed to minke public the story of their distress or had .
no thought for others. Hence the outside public remained
in the dark., If we were tofollow truth and agitate whé_re -
we got injustice, there would be no room to undergo such.
inconveniences, If we were to leave self and apply our-
selves o the good of others, grievances would get remedied
soon, But just as it is necessary to take steps for the
vodress of such complaints, so it is necessary to think of
. gertain other things also, It is but mest ~for prisoners to
undergo cevlain inconveniences, If there be no trouble,
what i4 the good of being called a  prisoner 2 Those who
are the masters of their minds, fake pleasure even in suifer-
ing, and live happily in jails. They do not lose sight of
the existence of the suffering, and " they should not do so,
considering that there are others also suffering with them,
There is another evil habit of ours, and thab is oux
tenaciby in sticking to our manners and cusboms. We
must do in Rome as the Romans do, We are living

| \yATL BXPERIENCES
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“in South Africa and we must accustom ourselves to what e
_is considered good food here, ‘‘ Mealie pap”is a food, as

good, s;mple and cheap as our wheat, ‘We cannot say It
is without taste, sometimes, it beats wheat even, It is my
belief that out of respect for the country of our adoption,
ave must take food which grows in that country, if it be
not unwholesome, Many “ Whites” like this pap” and

-eat it in the morning. = It becomes palatable if m1lk or
sugar or even ghee be tallen with it. For these reasons

and for the facti that we might have to go to jail again, in

- the future, it is advisable for every Indian to accustom
himself to this preparation of maize, With his habit even
when the time comes to take it merely with salt, we would
not find it hard to do so. It is incumbent on us to leave
off some of gur habits for the good of our country, Al
those nations that have advanced have given up these
things where there was nothing substantial to lose, The
Salvation Avmy people attract the natives of  the soil, by
adopting their customs, dress, ete., vif noﬁ par t'.mularly

objectionable,
STORNESS ]
1t would have been a miracle had no one out of 150

prisoners fallen ill.  The first to be taken il wag Mr,
Samundar Khao, He had been brought into jail ailing and
was taken o Hospital the next day. Mr. Kadva wasa
victim to rheumatism, and for some days he did not mind
being treated by the Doctor in the prison cell itself, but
eventually he had fo go to the Hospital too, Two others =
suffered from fainting fits and were taken there, The

reason was that it was very hot then, and the conviets had |

to remain out in the sun the whole day, and so they fell
down in fits, We nursed them as best we could. Later

on Mr. Nawab Khan also succumbed, and on  the day of— il
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our i‘élbaﬂe' he had ﬁo Ee led mlt.: | byl ..hand” ; H'a". ha,d"im" i
proved a little after the Doctor had ordered milk, ete., to-

. be given to him, ' On the, whole, still, i may be safely_

' '_ s;ud that the Passive Resisters fared wafl

g

PAUGITY ON SPAGH.
I have stated already that our cell had. space. enough.

' fio accommodate ounly fifty-one priseners, and the same:

holds good with regard to the area. Later on when instend
o 51 there weve 151 souls tohe accommodated, groat.

i -dlﬁlaulty was felt,  The Governor had to piteh tonts oub-
: side, and many had to go, there, During our last days, '

~ about a hundred had to be taken out to sleep, and back
' ngnin the morning,  The area space was too small for this

number, and we could pass our time there with gmat
~ difficulty. Added to this was our evil inborn habit of spit-

| ting everywhere, which rendered the place dirty, and there

was the danger of disease breaking out, Fortunately our
companions were  amenable to advice, and assisted ug in
keeping the compound clean, Scrupuloas care was exer-
cised in inspecting the area and privies, and this saved the

" inmates from disease, Hvery one will admit that the Gov-

ernment was b fa.ult in incarcerating such a large numhaa -
10 §0 NArrow a, spac,e If the room was insufficient, 1t was

Jdneambent oo the Government not to send so many there,

and if the struggle had boeen prolonged, if would not have
been possible for the Government o commit any more to
thts prabon.
| READING -
1 have already ment:oned that the Gnvernqr had
allowed us the use of a table, with pen, ink, cte, 'We had'

‘the free run of the prison library alse, I had taken from

there,_hhe.__works_. of Carlyle and the Bible,  From the

Uhinese Interprater, who uged to come there, I had bor«

S i



rowed the Kura,mef_sharif}tmnalmli into Linglish, S_peaeh?

os of Huxley, Sarlyle’s Lives of B\_‘lr'nsh Johnson,  and
Soott, and  Bacon’s Essays. Of my own 1 had taken the

St
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Bhagavad Gita, with Manilal Nathubhai's Anviotations, .

goveral Tamil works, an Urdu book from the Moulvi Sahib

the writings of Tolstoy, Ruskin and Socrates. Many of |

these I'read or re-read in the juily 1 used to study  Tamil
regularly, In the morning I used to read the Gita and ab

noon, mostly the Koran,  In the evening I taught the
Bible to Mr. Foretoon, who was a Ohinese Christian, He
wanted o learn Buoglish, and I taught it to him through

the Bible, H*

-

1¢ I had been permifitied to spend out my full peribd, ;

1 would have been able to complete my tranglations of &
book each of Carlyle and Ruskin. T believe that as - T was
fully occupied in  the atudy  of the above works, I would
not have become tired even: if 1 had got more than two
months ; not only that but I would have added usefully to
wmy knowledge and studies. I would have passed  a bhappy
life, believing as I do that whoever hasa taste for reading

 good bookll is able to bear louneliness in any place with

groat sase, ;
RELIGIOUR 8TUDY,

In the West, we jnow see, thatasa matter of fach,

. the State looks after the religion of all its prisoners, and
hence, we find & Church in the Johannesburg pi'issn for
its inmates, bus it is provided to meet only the needs of
the Whites, who alone are allowed access thereto. [ asked

for special perxission for Mr. Foretcon and myself, but.

the Governor told me it was only for White Christian pri-

soners, Bvery Sunday, they attend 'it, and preachers of

different denominations give them religious lessons there,
& ; :

ol



. Several lmsmuua.mas come in to convert tha Kaiﬁn
alvo with spgeial permission. There is no Chureh for

.ﬂmi | mmmwm' i

| them ; they sit in the open, Jews also have got their own
iy preachars ta look after them. It is only’ the Hindus and

Mahoriedans who are spiritually left unprovided for, There

" ave not many Indian prisoners, it is true, but the absencd
| of any  such provision for them s hardly  creditable to

them, The leaders of both communities should, tharafora,

_ lay their heads together, and avrange for the rehgmus i
' -__lnstructlon of the members of their community in jail,
gven if there be only one conviet, The preachers, whe-
. ther Hindus or Moulvis, should be pure-hearted, and they
‘should be caveful not to become thorns in the sides of the
- conyiets. j : '

THE ' END, -
All that was worth knowing has been stated above.

iy Tndians heing placed on a level with the Kaffirs is & faet
. which colls for further consideration. While the White

' convicts got a bedstead to sleep on, a tooth-brush to clean
‘their teeth, a towel to wipe their faces and hauds, and also

a handkerchiof, Indians get nothing. W’hy thﬁ dxsﬁmr-- d
tion ? ;
"Wa should never think that this is not a. mabber for-

. our interfevence. It i3 these little things which either
- -enhance mxrraspecb or degeads uas, "An Avabic ook says

that he who has no self-respect has no religion. Nations *

have become great by gradually enhancing’ their solf-ves~

poct. Self-rospect does not mean vanity or rashness, buf
a state of mind which is prepared not to let go its privi-

. Toges Bimply out of fear’ or idleness. One who hag veally

hig trust in God atbains to self-respect, and I firmly
bolieve that one who has no trost in Him never knows

i what is right, uvor does he know how to do right.
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(i lbvery pmsoner in the Jaxi on gebtmg up in tha mor-
ing is required to fold his own bedding, and to. place it in
its proper place. He must finish his toilet by 6 0%logk
.and be ready o start out at the stroke of the hour. A
The work begins at 7 o'clock. [t is of various kinds, Xhe = |
- ground to be dug was ' very hard, It was to be worked |
upon with spades, and heuce the work proved too hard,
© . Again, it was a very hot day.  The place we were taken
to was about a mile and a half from the jail, Each one ,
of us gtarted very well indeed. But as one of us was ' |
used to this kind of work, it was noti long before  we were | | |
‘Guite done up. As the day advanced, the work seem_ed
harder still, The warder was very sbrict. He used to ery
‘out every now and then, ** go on, go on,”  This made the
_Indians quite nervons, I aw some of them weeping,
‘One of them had a swollen foot. All this caused me a
great deal of heart-burning, and yet on every occasion, I
reminded them of the duty, and asked them to perform it
ag well as possible, with a good heart, and withous 'mind'ing' |
‘the words of the warder. "I felt myself done up also. My
hands were covered with blisters and water wap 00zing out
of them, I could hardly bend the .spade and. felt the weight
of it as if it was quite a maund, I prayed to God to pre.
serve my honour, to maintain my limbs intact, and to
bestow on me su&umnﬁ strength to be able to palform my
allotted task. I frusted to Mim and went on with wy
work, ' The warder would sometimes remonsteate with wme
at an occasional break requlred to geb over the fatigue! I
tiold him that it was unpecessary for him to remind e of
my dusy, and that T was prepared to go through as much
of it as was possible for me to do, Just then I saw 1:}1* :
Jhinabhai faint . . . . While T was pouring water on Jhi .
bhai’s head, the ;ollowmuoceurred to me, Mo:st of the In-




X dia.na truﬂted my word a.nd submltted themsalves ta 1m i
prxaonment If the advice. that T happened to offer  them
i wwere erronsous how much sin I would be comimititing in |
\ithe eyes of God in tendering it to them, They underwent:
Coall sorts of hardshlps on account of that advice, With
| this thought in wmy mind, I heaved a deep sigh. ‘With
-« Glod as my witness, I reflocted on the subject once more,
' and was immediately reassured that it was all right. I felt
that the advice that' I tendered to “them was the only
' advice that T could under the circumstances. In anticipa-
i tion. of fubure happiness, it was absolately necessary thati
wo should undergo the hardest trials and sufferings in the '
first instance, and that thore was no redson to be grieved
. ab the lattor. This was simiply a fit of fainting, but even
if it was a cage of death how could I [offer any other advice
thix what I had already done ? Tt at once gecurred to me-
. that it was move honourable for anybody to dis suﬁﬁrmg
in that munner, than to continue living a life of perpetual
gL _enslavament :

' -ilm:- mmxm#c':m' ;
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At one time one of the warders came to me, and
'askaad me to prowde him with two of his men o clean the
wator- sologots, 1 thought that T could do mnothing. better
. than clean them myself and so I offered him my services,
I bave no particular dislike to that kind of work. On the
conbrary, I ax of opinion that we ought to got ourselve& '
~accustomed to it, _
1 was given a bed in a ward, where there were prmc;.~ ;
‘pally Kaffir patmntq Here I passed the wholo' night in
great misery Jand terror, I did not kmow then that ¥
. ' ~wasto be taken tho next day to augt.har coll that was
e AR wcupled hy Indian prisoners. Fretting  that I would .|
"‘ b kept mcarcera.ted w1th such maen, I got ver}' nervous
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. and terror-stmcken. And yet I tme‘ﬂ my bast to 1‘3430110110 A
‘myself to the idea that it was my  duty to undergo the |\
#ufferings that may befall me, T read from the “Bha,ga.wada- ;
CHiba,” that I had with me, certain verses suited to the occas Al
sion, and on pondering over them, was soon rveconciled to i
‘the situation. The chief reason why I ' got nervous G R
that in the same room, there were a number of wﬂd AL
murderous looking, vicious Kaﬁ:lr and Chinese pnaonem I g

did not know their language, One of the Kaffirs began to

ply me with all sorts of questions. As far as X could gather, Ll
e seemed to be mocking me indecently, I did not under- i
.| stand what his questions were and 1 kept qmet‘. He then i

asked me in hi¢ broken Knaglish, “ Why have they brough$

you here 27, 1 gave ‘him a very short reply and was again

silent. He was followed by one of the Chinamen, He was

‘worsa than the other ‘He approashed my bed, and Inoked |

at me intently. X kept on my silence. IHe then proceeded
towards the above-mentioned Kaffi'’s bed. There thoy

began to tnock each other ' mdecently, and expose their |
private parts, Both these prisonery were ‘probably there = =
for murder or highway robbery. Eow could T enwy sleep B

after sdeing these deadful things ¢

(At one time) as soon a8 I got seated at the water |
«cloget thore to answer the call of natuve, a very wild and |
muscular looking Kaffir turned up,  He asked me to gok
off from the seat, and began fio abuse me, I #old ‘him T

~would not be long when he took hold of me, and threw me '
outside, Fortunately, T was able to catch hold of one of "
the dooxs, and to save myself from a nashy fall, This chd }

 not make me very hervous. L simply walked away with

‘& smiliug countenance, ' Bub one or two Indian Pl'lﬂtmam GhiR

:
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‘who happened t0 see the situation in which I was pl oo, kR RS

acould not restrain thamselves from shedding tea.rs
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When on the 2513]: B‘ebruary I gott threa montha harti‘

. labour, and once again em braced my brot.her Indm.ns and

y son in tha Yolksrust J adl, 2 httle thought that I should'

{) _“@L

bave had to say much 'in copnection with my third

1 pﬂgumagei " to the jail, but with many other human

' -asaumptlom this too pmved to be false, My experience
this time was unigug, and whai I learnf therefrom I could

ot bave leamti after years. of study I eonalder these

Dassive reslstanoa, and 1 have become, therefore, a more:

confirmed resister than what I was three months ago. Tor

all thls, 1 ha.ve to t;hank the Govm nment of tihm place (tha
Tmnsvaul)

Seaveral officers had betted this time that T ghould not-
get'. less ghan six monthﬁ My friends-—old and renowned

~ Indians—my own son-—had got six months and so I too.
| was wmhmg that they might win their bets. Still I had)

my own misgivings, and they proved true, I got only.
three months, that being the maximum under the law,

(ot After going there, I was glad to meet Megsrs, l)a.wood_
! Muhammad Rustamji, Sorabji, Pillay, Hajura Sing, Lal

A t.hrae mont;hs invaluable. I saw raany. vwld pmtums of

Bahadur Bing and other “ fighters,” Exceptang for about i,
tan all others were accommodated in tents, pitched in the

jail eompound for sleeping, and the scene resembled a canp
‘moxa than a prison, Every one liked t0 sleep in the tents.

We were ccmfortabl ahout our menls, We used to
@ o could caok as we liked.
rs in all.

We Were about 77 passive I resli' '

tl?hose who were tg.kan out for wurk had rathex %

hard time of it, Theroad near - the Magistrate’s Court

: .hgﬂ i:.o be built, o ﬁhey had to dig up stones, efc., and
. carry them After that was finished bhey were asked to-
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: dlg up grasg from the Eschool Uompound Buf- mom? :
 they did theu' work aheerfully Fox Phree days x was
also thus gent out with the *¢ shans” (gangs) 4o ‘work, | but
| in the meanwhile & wire was received that T was ‘not, to be
taken outside to work, 1 was disheartened at thm, as L
liked to move out, becanse it improved mwy health and
-exert-mad my body. Generally I take two meals & day,
but in the Volksrust Jail, on account of this exercise T,
folt hungry thrice, After this tarn, I was given the work
of a sweeper, but tlus wWas useiass and after ‘a time even
hat wag taken away, , R T R R :'4?’&3- (I
| WHY 1 WAS MADE T0 LEAVE vomsuuar IR N
On the 20d of March [ heard that I was ordered to be
~ sent to Pretorie. 1 was asked to bo ready at once, a,ml
my warder and I had to go ' te the station in pelting rain,

walking on hard roads, with my luggage on my head. Wa g
left by the evening train in a thu'd class carriage, 4
My removal gave rise fo | various aurmlaes %omg b i

thought that peace was near, others, that after se pammng
me from my (,ompamons Government intended to oppre.ss
me more, and some others, that in order to stifle discussion . :
in the House of Commons it might be intended to gtve me el
greator liberty and convehiénce. : . i
I did not like to leave Volksrust, as we pasaed our e
daye and nights pleasantly there talking to onae another. A
Messrs, Hajura Sing and Joshi always put us questions, :
questions which were neither ugeloss nor ti-ivial a8 tiiejr N
related to science and philosophy. How would one like tn» l
leaye such corpany and such a camp: AT ey
: Bat if evory thing happened as we wished, we ahauld e
. not be callod human beings. 8o I left the place qmehly, )
- Salutmg Mr, Knji gn the road, the warder and I got con
fired i _m_l_ 8 compartment It was very cold, and rai n.mg.



t00 for the whole mght I had wy overcost with me
‘which I'was permitted to use. I was given bread and
' chegse for my meals on the way, but as T had eaten.
- before I left I gave them to my warder, - : e
| FRETORIA JATL: THE BEGINNING, d |
' We reached Pretoria on the 3rd, and found every-
i _fhmg new, The _Jal] was newly built, and the men were
. mew. 1 wag asked to eat but I had noinclination to do so.
| Mealie meal porridge was placed before me, I tasted a
 a spoonful only and then left it untouched. My warder
_ Wa.@ surprised at it, but I told him T was not hungry, sud
. ha amiled,  Then I was handed over to another = warder,
‘He said, * Grandhi, take off your cap.” I did so. Then he
asked, ** Are you the son of Gandbi?” 1 said, ¢ No, my
.gon is undergoing six months’ imprisonment at Volksrust,”
He then confined me in a cell. I began to walk forwards
and backwards in it. He saw it from the watch-hole in the
.&_tmr,, and exa‘!a.imed, he Gandhi, don’t walk about like that,
It spoils my floor.” I stopped, and stood in a corner,
qmably T had nothing to read even, as I had not yet got
my books. X was confined at about eight, and at ten I was
taken to the Doctor. He only asked mie if T had any
contagious disease, and then allowed rie to go, I was then
interned in & “small room at eleven whers I passed my
~ whole time, ~ 1t seemed to be a [cell made for one prisoner
.ouly Tts  dimensions "were. about 10 x 7 feet, The ﬂoor
- was of black piteh, which the warder tried to keep shining,
Théve was only one small glass window, barred with ' iron
barg, for hght and air, There was electric ' light kept to
examing tha inraates at night, It wae nht' meant for the
use of the prizoners, ag it was not strong enough to enable
one to read. When I went and stood very near it, I could
read only B ia.rge typa book. It is put out ab eight, but is

el it mcrckimione.



Gmnms 'r;ﬂ;m) .TAIL nx?mmmcn:s o 191

agam pﬁt on fi ve or su‘. bﬂﬂaﬂ dmmg fha mghts tu enabla.

' “the warders to Iook over the pmﬂonerﬂ, through t.he-- (R

awateh-holes.

 After eleven the Deputy-Gowrum came and i made i

‘these requests to him ! for my books, for permmmon Vil

write a lotter to my wife who was_ ill, and for u small
bench to sit on,  For the first, he smd he would consider, R
for the second, T might write, and for the third, mno.

| Afterwards I wrote out my letter in Gu;arat-z and gave it |

to ba posted. Ho ondorged on it, that I should writeitin,
Boglish, T said, my wife did not know Enghah and my
lettors were a great source of & comfort to her, and that ' '

1 had nothing special to write in tham 8till I did not
_get the permission, and T declined to wrlte in Lngliah )
My books were given o me in the evening. '
My mid-day merl T had to take standing in my cell
with . closed doors. At three, I asked leave for s bath,
The warder smd “ All yight, but you had better go there '
after undressing yourself” (The place was 125 foet

digtant from my cell), | I said, if thers was no  speoial ob- 0 |
ject in my doing 0, T would put my clothes on 'the cur- '

tain there and take my bath, Fle allowed if, but said,
# Do not delay. Hven before I had cleaned my hudy, he

shouted out, * Gandhi, have you done?’ T said, PR

would do so in a min'ute'.” I could rarely see t_ha. face

of an Indian. In the evening I ‘got a blanket .
and a coir ma.t to slesp on bub ‘neither pillow nor
plank, Bven when answering a call of nature, I was bﬂmg' _:-;
watched by a wardar,  1f he did not happtm to know e,

 he would cvy out, ¢ Ham, come out.” But Sam had  gob

* the bad habit of taking his full times in such a oondlbmn,._'
so how could he get up at once ¢ If he were to do so, he
‘would not be easy, ‘uometlmeq tha wardms and some~
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tlmes !;he Kaffirs would peep in, and at t.:mea would smg
. out, “ gat up,” 'The Iabour given t0 me next day was to- |

[RRT P Reria ey T M Ve N

- puhsh the floor and the doors,  The lafiter were of yarnish- | .

od iron, and what polish could be  brought on them by
' _1uhbma? I spent three hours on each door, ruhbmgr, _bui'-
Ifound them unchanged, the samo as before
. ! ' Foop,
Thu fuorl was in keoping with the a.bove condmona

jia I kr-iew t-h.a_t no ghee was given 'With rice in the even-
(ing, and I had thought of remedying the defect. I spoke
to tbﬂ Chief Warder, but he said, ghee wag to be given
only on Wednesdays and Sunday noons in phma of meat,.
and if its  farther supply were needed, 1 should see the-'
Daoctor, Neoxt day I applied to see him and I was f.aken‘-

" %o him.

I requested him to order out fo: all Indians ghee in.
. place of fat, 'The Chief Warder was presont and he added:
" that Gandbi’s request was not  proper. Till thon many
 Indiane had used both fat and meab, and that those ‘who
_abjected to fat, were given dry rice, which they abe¢ with-
| out any objection ; that the passive resisters had also done-
g0, and when they were velessed, they left with added
woight. The Doetor asked me what I had to say to that,
- 1 replied that I could not quite swallow  the qtior-y, bug.
qpealrmg for myself I should spoil my health, if I were:

compelled to take rico without ghea, Then he sald meaps

you specially, L would order bread to be. given”” I gaid,
i t‘.hank you, but I had not applied for myself alone, and f
would not be able to take broad for myself alone, till ghee
| was orderad to be given to all others,”  The Doctor smd,
% Then you should not find fault with me, now,”
i agam peu’o:oned and T came to learn that the foo¢



i

cr!.tlclaed bhat aiﬁo and ga.ve the reasons Wh}' I "O“M noﬁ i

.. for myself a.lone accept gheo, At lagt, when m all a.bout__l_ .
a month and a half had elapsed, I goh a reply stutmg that

'wherﬂever there were, many Indian prisoners, ghee would A

_invariably be given, Thus it might bo said that after a
~ month and a halt I broke my fast, and for the, last month
1 was able to take vice, gheé'an_d'brea.d‘. But 1 took no
broukfast and at noon, when pap was doled out. T hardly
took ten spoonfuls, as every day it was differently prepar-
ed, But still T got good nourishment from the bread ang:

vice, and go my health improved. I say s0, because Whﬁﬂ | _I
L used to eat once only, it had broken down, I had lost all
 strength, and for ten days T was suffering from a severe: .

- nche ip half of my forehead, My chegt too had 9haw:1 :
: symptoms of being aftacted. |
' I had tiold many passive resisters that if they loft tho -
Jail with spoiled health, they would be considered wanumg_ )

in the right spirit, 'We must turn our prisons iato.

p&laeea g0 that when I found my own health getting rain-
ed I telt a.pprehsnsna lest I should have to go out for that

reason, L6 has to be remembemd that ‘1 had not a.vmled PN

myself of the order for ghee made in my favour, 8o ﬁhatr-'

there was a chance of my health getting  affectoed, but this |

does not apply in the case of others, ag it is open  to each.
individual prigsoner, when he is in jail, to have some spe-
cial order made in his favour, and thus preserve hxs haa.lth b
- OTHER CHANGES, ) !

I have said that my Warder was harsh in his. daalm.gs i
| with me, But this did not Inst long” When Be saw thab

1 was ﬁghtmg with the Glovernment about food, &, P

obeying his orders unreservedly, he changed his conduah, ¢
and. allowad me to do as TL hked This yemoved my diffi--



