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When .England joined the Mar Mr. Gandhi 

organised the Indian M eld Ambulance Corps 'faith 
the, help of leading Indiana in England notably 
M. IT, the 49a Rhan. Boon after Mr. (randhi 
fe l l  i l l  and he was nursed hack to health . by the, 
kindness o f Mr. and Mrs, Roberts- ■ Mr. and 
Mrs. Gandhi were again entertained at a Farewell 
Reception at1 the West Minster .Pa lace Ho ted , prior 
to their departure for India . Among those who tools 
.part in the function were Sir Henry (lotion, Mr. 
Charles Roberts, S ir  K. O. Gupta. A  letter o f apology 
was read f  rom Sir W illiam Wedderbum- Mr. (randhi 
said in  the course o f his reply ;

His wife and himself were'returning to t-h© mother
land with .their work unaccomplished and with broken 
health; but he wished nevertheless, to use the language of 
•’hope.. * * He had himself pleaded hard with Mr, .Roberts 
that some place should be found for him ; but his health 
had not permitted and the doctors had been obdurate.
He had not resigned from the corps. I f  in his own 
motherland he should be -restored to strength, and hosti
lities were still continuing, he intended to come back, 
■directly the summons reached him. (Cheers). As for 
his work in. South Africa., they had been purely a matter 
of duty and carried no merit with them and 'his only as
piration on his return to his motherland wad to do his 
duty as he found it day by day. He had been practically 
an exile for 25 years and his friend and master, M r, 
••Gokhale had warned him not to speak of Indian questions, 
as India was a foreign land to him. (Laughter); But the.
India of .his imagination was, an India unrivalled in the- 
world, an India whore the most; spiritual treasures were 
■to be found, and it was his dream and-hope that thb-con
nection between India and England might be a source of 
■spiritual comfort and uplifting to the whole world.
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"Mr. and.Mr a Gandhi arrived at Bombay on'.the 
9th January fh&y were entertained on a/rriv&l
at a great /pub lic Reception over which Sir Fliero;/ 
shah Mehta presided. Rep tying, to ike toast Mr,
Gandhi said in the course of ids speech

In  what he had done, he bad done nothing beyond his 
duty and it remained to be aeon how far he had succeeded 
in doing his duty. That was not a mere lip expression hut 
he asked them to believe sincerely that t%se were his 
feelings.

They had also honoured tylre. 'Gandhi as the wife of 
the great Gandhi, He had no knowledge of the great 
Gandhi but he could say that she could tell them more 
about the sufferings of women who rushed with babies to 
the jail and who had. now joined the majority, than he 
could.

In  conclusion, Mr, Gandhi appealed to them to accept 
the services of himself and his wife for, he said, they had 
come to render such service as God would enable them to- 
do so. They had not come to receive big entertainments, 
like that because they did not think they were worthy of 
such presents. He felt they would only spoil them if ever by 
such action a thought crossed their minds that they had 
done some thing to deserve such a big tammha made in 
their honour. He however, thanked them on-behalf of his 
wif e and himself most sincerely for the great honour done 
to them that afternoon and he hoped to receive the whole 
country in their endeavour to servo the Motherland, 
Hitherto, ho said, they had known nothing of his failures.
All the news that they had. received related to his successes,
Here they would now see them in the naked light, and 
would see their faults, and anticipating such faulty and 
failures, ha asked them to overlook them, and with that 
appeal, he said, they as humble servants would commence- 
the service of their country .
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RECEPTION IN  MADRAS.,

In  reply to the weltmm address react by Mr. G.A. JVatemn on 
behalf o f the Indian South African League, at a meeting at 
■the Victoria Public Mall, Madras, on the 2lst April, 1915 with 
Dr, Sir Subrnmama Iyer in the Chair, Mr. Gandhi mid

Mr. Chairman, and Friends,—On behalf of my wife 
■ and myself I  am. deeply grateful, for the great honour that 
you hero in Madras, and, may I  say, this Presidency, have 
done to us and the affection that has been lavished upon us 
-in this great and enlightened—Not Benighted—'Presidency.

I f  there is anything that we have deserved, as has 
been-stated in this beautiful address, I  can only say I  lay 

:it a t the feet of my Master under whose inspiration I  .have 
been working all this time under exile in South Africa.
(Bear, hear.) In so far as the sentiments expressed in this 
address are merely prophetic, Sir, I  accept them as a bles 
sing and as a prayer from you and from this great meeting 
that both my wife and. I  myself may possess the power, the 
inclination, and the life to dedicate whatever we may de
velop in this sacred land of ours to the service of the 
Motherland. (Cheers.) I t  is no wonder that we have 
•come to Madras. As my friend,-Mr. Natesan* will perhaps 
tell yon, we have been overdue and we have neglected 
Madras, But we have done nothing of the kind. 'We 
knew that we had a corner in your hearts and we knew 
that you will not misjudge ua if we did not hasten to 
Madras before going to the other presidencies and to 
Other towns. * * * * But, Sir, if one-tenth of the 
language that has been used in this address is deserved 
by us, what language do you propose to use for those who 
have lost their lives, and therefore finished their work on
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-behalf of your suffering countrymen in South Africa i 
W hat language do you propose to use for Nagappan and 
JSTarayanasawmy, lads of seventeen or eighteen years, who 
‘braved in simple faith all the trials, all the sufferings, and 
all the indignities for the sake of the honour of the Mother
land (Cheers ) W hat language do you propose to use with 
reference to V illiamtua, that sweet girl of seventeen years 
who was discharged from Maritzburg prison, skin and bone 
-suffering from fever to which she succumbed after about a 
month’s time (Cries o f shame).

It was the M&drassis who of all the Indians woro 
singled out by the great Divinity tha t rules over us for this 
great work, Do you know that in the great city of Johan
nesburg, the Madrassis look on a Madrarid as dishonoured 
ii he has not passed through the jails once or twice during 
this terrible crisis tha t your countrymen in South Africa 
went through during these eight long years ? You have 
said that I  inspired these great men and women, bu t I  can
not accept that proposition, I t  was they, the simple-min- 
ded folk, who worked away in faith, never expecting the 
slightest reward, who inspired me, who kept me to the 
proper level, and who inspired me by their great sacrifice, 
by their great faith, by their great trust in the great God, 
to do the work that I  was able to do, (Cheera.) I t  is my 
misfortune that my wife and I have been obliged to  work 
in the lime-light,and you have magnified out of all propor
tion (cries of ‘.No ! no!) this little work we have been able 
to  do. Believe me, my dear friends, that if you consider, 
whether in India or in 'South Africa, i t ' is possible 
for us, poor raorfeajs—the same individuals, the 
same stuff of which you are made—if you consi
der that it is possible for lys to do anything whatsoever 
without your assistance and without your doing the same
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' thing that wo would be prepared to do, you are lost, and 
•we m  also lost, and our services wit' be in vain, H o  not, 
io v  owe moment believe that the inspiration «  given,by 
m  t !he inspiration was given by them to us, and wO were 
able to be interpreters between the powers who called
.themselves the Governors and those men for whom redress.

:'■ ■■ was SO necessary. W e were simply links between those
two parties aad nothing more I t  was my duty, having |g g  
received the education that was given to me' by my parents 
to interpret what was going on m our midst to th e m  
simple folk, and they role to the oeesmpn. They realised 
tiho might of religious force, and it was they who inspired 
mVand let them who have finished their work, and who 

' have died for you and me, let them inspire you and vs M «
8re stiil living, and who knows whether the devil will not 
possess us to-morrow and we shall not forsake the post ot 
duty before any new danger that may face us. But these' 
three have gone for ever.

A n old man of 76 from the United Provinces, H arbart 
SurU1., has also joined the majority and died • in jail m  
Booth Africa; and he deserved the cro wn that you would 
im k  to impose upon us. These young men deserve ail the 
• d motives that you have so affectionately, but blindly 

A  I t  wS8 not only the Hindus who Strug- 
gied but there were Mahomedans, Parsis and Christians,. 
and almost ever, part of India was represented in the 
struggle. They realised the common danger, and  ̂ they 
realised also what their destiny was as Indians, and it  was 
they- and they alone, who matched the said-force agaiLbi. 
the physical forces, ( Loud applause,)
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H A R B A TSIN G H
w •, p  a v  a xrs ' m v ‘  A very old H industan i s ta lw art who died
~ ~ “A  ■*■ . '■ - ir> the D urban gaol as a Passive Resister,

who w as deported to India as a Passive R esister 
and who died a t  Deiagoa Bay afte r being hunted  ;. M&Hr

- _  V ■ . ' “SB . *
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THE IN  LAIN SOUTH A FRIO AN LEAGUE,

At the General Meeting of the Indian South A frican j.eagne^ 
held at the premises of Meters G, A , Natemn & Co., M aim s, 
on Friday, May 7, 1915, with Dewan Bahadur M. Audi- 
naray'ma (yah in the Chair, Mr, G, A Jatesan, one of the 
Joint Secretaries, presented a statement o f accounts of the 
League and wound up by urging that the balance of the Lea- 
gw ’6 Fund might he handed omr to Air, Gandhi who had 
undertaken to look^after the interests of the, South Afrirn re
turned Indians and their dependents. The Resolution was 
unanimously passed, Mr, Gandhi in the course of his reply 
made a brief statement and said:—

The passive resistance struggle started with the Asia
tic struggle in the Transvaal in 1906, As it wept on 
stage after stage, it, owing to the exigencies of the case 
and as a matter of course, expanded and embraced the fol
lowing further points, viz, ( i)  the removal of racial disabi 
Jifcy in the Immigration Legislation of the Union of South 
Africa ; (2) the restoration of the status of Indian wives 
whether married in accordance with Hindu or Mahoxnedan 
religious rites as it originally existed before what was 
.known in South Africa as the Searle Judgm ent; (3) repeal 

' of the annual £ $  tax which was pay able by everv^ex-in- 
dentured Indian, bis wife ar*4 his children-- male and 

;M  female—males after reaching 16 years, females after reach-
f i  ing 12, if they decided to settle in the province of Natal 

as freemen; (4) just administration of existing laws 
specially affecting British Indians with due regard to 
vested rights. All these points were completely gained
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aiader the settlement of h si; year, and .they have been em 
bodied so far aa legislation was necessary in what was 
iinown as the Indian Relief Act and otherwise in the cor
respondence that took place between General Smuts and 
hvmsetf immediately: after the passing of the Act referred 
to, Such, being the case and as the Indian South African 
League was formed solely for the purpose of assisting the 
struggle, it. could well dissolve itself. ' Mr, Gandhi .referred 
uujo to the administration of the funds that were gent to 
him from India and other parts.of the  Empire. He said 
liLit, at; every stage pf the struggle, a complete statement 
of income and expenditure was published..

.Mr, Gandhi then informed the mooting that 
there were nearly 30 passive registers including their 
.families in India who were to be supported. These 
Included the widow a and children of the two ricthn 
who were shot iuthe course of the straggle, He, there- 
fore, suggested that the small balance which was still with 
tho Indian South African .League might well ho devoted 
to their assistance. Mr. Gandhi desired to take the op
portunity to express the  thanks of the South African In 
dians'for the great and valuable assistance it had rendered 
to them during the most critical times of the struggle.
He was nob going to mention any names, but ire felt it  his 
duty to  convey in person as the interpreter of the wishes 
of many Transvaal deportees, who were in Madras in  1909, 
id their heartfelt thanks to Mr, Natesan for the devotion 
which he displayed m looking after their interest during 
their exile in India. H e was glad he was able to convoy 
in person hw grateful thanks to the chairman and the 
momoors of the League for the moral and material support 
they had rendered to their cause,
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INDIANS IN THE COLONIES.

R E C I P R O C I T Y  B E T W E E N  IN D IA  A.ND T H E

d o m i n i o n s .

i t a  M a d r a s  P ro  urn., i d  C o n fir m * }  h d d  a t  iV dlore in  

. 'JunSr 1 9 1 5 , '  M r . 0 .  4 .  N d e s -m  m oved a  reso lu tio n  th a n k in g  
Mr, a n d  M m . G a n d h i fo r  the in m lm b le  services th ey  h%? 

e m i t t e d  to the M oth erlan d  b y  th e ir  heroic s tru g g le  in  Sou th  
A fr ic a . Mr. G a n d h i, m  a ck n o w led g in g  the thank* o f  the 
Conference, spoke a s fo llo w s :—

In HO far a s  sentiment enters into the claims of In 
dia, with regard bo th% status of Indians in the Empire, it  

-seems possible tha t by a measure of reciprocal treatment 
as between India and the Dominions this difficulty could 
be surmounted. Given an outlet for Indian emigrants in  
$!tafc Africa, i t  ought not fco be beyond the powers of 
statesmanship to arrange th a t India should have the 
?power to exclude white men of the working class, just as 
the Dominions exclude Indiana. Or rather it  might be 
arranged tha t the number of Indians to be admitted to 
any one of the white States of the Empire should bear a  
relative proportion to the white population of thy 
State. Ah a m atter of fact, if the proportion agreed on is 
to  avoid the necessity for removing some of the Asiatics 
siow in the Dominions, it will have to he something like 
twice as great aa the number of the whites in In dia in  
relation to the total population. The existing white com- 

■Hiuaity in India, iaolusivd of cruop*, bears the proportion
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©f about 1 : 2,000 of the native population, In  Canada.', 
there  are now about 3,000 Indians in a  total population 
of 8,000,000. A  ratio 1 : 1,000 as-suggested would, there*

1 0  f l  fove,-pe mi it the Indian colony in Canada to  be increased: 
b y  about 5,000. I n  Australia there are rather more .than 
5*000.Indians, and under 5,000,000 white men at present,.

. b u t the excess over the 1: 1,000 ratio is trifling. In  New 
•Zealand, where there are about 1 t 250 Indians, this ratio 
is  almost exactly conformed to by the existing situation. 
South Africa presents a difficulty since the South African 
.Isdiars already exceed a proportion of on a to ten of t.n© 
white residents. B«t 'South'Africa differs from its sister 
Dominions, since i t  is, the obiy .one which has a native 
papulation of mo*© than negligible size. The'Indian sec
tio n  of the composite racial problem* presented by the 
(inion—might perhaps be adjusted somewhat by offering 

inducements to South. African Indians to transfer them
selves to East Africa. The conferring of full political 
rights on the small Indian, communities domiciled in the 
Dominions would then'be the only step necessary to meet- 
levery legitimate aspiration'of Indians for equality of trea t
m ent and the recognition of their claims as British sub-
lects. <■ , ’ 1 vl'‘t * Si‘,*•'** % , , . v , , ■
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IN D IA N  AND EUROPEAN EMIGRANTS,

u'î  '■' •'i'-i'li' ’■ *■ 1.̂ :" '-i ' $■ ‘ V
M r. M . K .  G andh i, in m o v m g  the Im o lu tio n  on h- rliak 

1arid £&? C olonies a t the B om bay ’ 'o n g fm  o f  1915, m id  ;•—
Mr, President aud Frieada,-—the Resolution that stand® 

in my name reads thus :—
“The Congress regrets th'ifc the existing law  affecting- 

Indians in South Africa and Ouiada have not, in spite of 
the liberal and imperialistic declarations of Colonial states
men, been justly find equitably administered, and this 
Congress trusts thatefcho Self-Governing Colonies will ex
tend to the Indian emigrant* equal rights, with European 
emigrants and that the Imperial Government isrill use all 
possible moans to secure the', rights which have been hither
to unjustly • withheld from them, thus causing widespread 
dissatisfaction and discontent.”

Friends,—th is  an irony, of fate that whilst this vast 
assembly will be regretting ' the hostile attitud.tr that has 
been-adopted by the'Self-Governing. .Colonies, a Contin
gent of your countrymen formed in South Africa will b& 
nearing the theatre of war in order to help the sick ami 
the wounded, and I ana in possession of facts in connec
tion with this Contingent formed in South Africa which 
shows that it  w composed of the middle classes' which, in 
accordance with the Tim es o f  I n d ia , are going to form th e  
future self-governing nation* Those memare draw n' from 
ex-indentured ,Indians and their children, from the petty 
hawkers, the toilers, the traders, and yet t>W 
Colonies do not consider i t  necessary' to a lter 

’ their attitudes nor do I  see the logic in alter-
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■gg in sm a n s  i s  th is  com w hcs

. n
j*g  their policy. I t  is the fashion nov-a-daya to 
•consider, that because o’Ur humble share in. cot being tw 

v .loyal to the Government at' the present juncture, vva ai» 
entitled to the rights which have been hitherto with eld 
from ns, as. if those lights were withheld because our 
loyalty wj»s suspected. No, wy friends, ii they have been • 
withheld from us, the reasons are different and those rea
sons will have to be altered,, They axe due, some of taeiis 
to  undying prejudices, to economic causes and these will 
have'to be examined'; but prejudice will have to be cut 
down. Amt what are the hardships that our countrymen • 
are labouring under in South A fries > in Canada, *bd t i e  
other Self-Governing1 Colonies '? In. Sooth Aflica t  ie 
•Settlement of 1914 secures what the passive resistors were - 
fighting for and nothing more, and they were fighting for 
the restoration of legal equality in connection wit onu 
grants from British India and nothing more

T h a t  leg a l © q u a lity  h a s  b e e n  re s to r e d ,  b u t  th e  d o m e s 
t i c  t ro u b le s  t i l l  r e m a in  a n d  i f  i t  w as  n o t  t h e  c u s to m  n n fo r -  
t u n a t e l y  in h e r i te d  fo r  th e  la s t  f o r ty  y e a rs  t h a t  th e  p red o - 
r n 'm e n f la n g u a g e  in  th is  a s se m b ly  shou ld  b e  E n g l is h ,  o u r  
M a d ra s  f r ie n d s  w il l  have  ta k e n  good " c a re - to  h a v e  l e a r n t  
^ u o  of th e  n o r th e r n  v e rn a c u la rs ,  an d  th a n  t h e r e  a re  m em  
e n o u g h  in  S o u th  A fr ic a  w ho  w o u ld  te l l  y o u  a b o u t th e  ■ 
d ifficu ltie s  t h a t  w o h av e  to  go  th ro u g h  ev e n  n o w  in  S o u th  
A fr ic a  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  h o ld in g  lan d ed  p ro p e r ty ,  in  con  

s e c t io n  w ith  m en  w ho h a v in g  b e e n  once, d o m ic ile d  in  S o u th  
A f r ic a ,  return t o  S o u th  A fr ic a , t h e i r  d iff ic u ltie s  w  co im ec- 
t 'io ti  w ith  th e  a d m iss io n  o f t h e i r  c h ild re n , t h e i r  d iff icu ltie s  ■ 
i n  co n n e c tio n  w ith  h o ld in g  license*  o f t r a d e .  T h ese  a r e ,  
i f  I  m ay  so ca ll t h e m ,  b re a d  a n d  b u t t e r  d ifficu ltie s , T h e re  

„ve o th e r  d iff ic u ltie s  w h ich  I .  . h a l l  n o t  e n u m e r a te  ]«<* 
j „  C an ad a , i t  i s  n o t  | e d i b l e  l o r 'A .o e  B . i i i  11»  o M W

m i ®  m&ffi  ' 'T O 'f  m i  IS I  ■ 1  1 § , I p *



p i I l l l iP l I l l  <sl
< t \ ] L (

INDIAN AND BUBOT-EAN ' EM10BAHTS

Sikhs who are domiciled there fee bring their wives anti 
their childern. (C ries o f  ‘shame, sh a m s/) The law is the sans© 
but administration is widely unequal, so unequal that they 
cannot 1; ring'their wives and children, and the law or the 
administration still remains the same in spite t f declara
tions about jut tic® and what rot, in view oi the hostilities 
and in view of the splendid aid which India is paid to have 
rendered to the Empire, How are these difficulties to bo 
snot. I do not intend to go into details, but the Cong tees 
frt'oposei; that, this difficulty can be met by an Appeal to the. 
sense of justice of the Colonial statesmen and by sin appevd 
to the Imperial GovernrtM 'ut, 1 fear that the •Congicss 
can only do this, bu t the Resolution >o far as i t  goes in one 
respect is inadequate to , the occasion, Lord Harding©, 
only a few months .a go, made'a fervent appeal to Indian 
publicists and to Indian public statesmen' for helping him 
to  an honourable solution which will retain tl.e dignity of 
India, at the same time, not because of any trouble to the 
Self-Governing Colonies. Lord Hardinge is still waiting 
for an answer, that answer is not supplied by the 
Congress, nor can it be by the Congress.* - it, -IS - 

to be supplied by an association of the specis.
lists, if I  may so call them. The Congress has given 
them the lead, and it is for those associations to frame the 
details in which they will have to examine the rival claims 
and to oiler to Lord Harding© a solution which shall be 
saturated with details, a solution which will satisfy the 
Colonial Governments as well as the Indian people And-will 
not take away anything Whatsoever from the just demands 
that this Resolution makes With these words I  have 
much pleasure in proposing this Resolution.
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■INDENTURED LABOUR,

—--
The following is a promunoemeM made by M'r. Gandhi 
during the strmwoua. agitation made throughout .India in the 
early part, o f 1917 for the, complete abolition of Indenture

There is no doubt tha t we are engaged, in a severe 
straggle for the preservation of our honour, 'and that, if 
we do not take care, the promise made by Lord Harding®, 
that indentured labour should soon be a tiling of the past 
may be reduced to a nullity. The Viceregal pronounce
ment just made seams to set at rest one . 1 oar, that the 
system may be prolonged for a further period of five years, 
which, as Sit* Ratnakrishnn Bhandarkar showed at Poona, 
would, in reality, mean ten years, We are thankful to 
Lord Chelmsford for his assurance.. And we are thankful, 
too, to tha t good Englishman, Mr. CL F. Andrews, for the 
lead that he gave us in the matter. So soon as he gained 
the information from Fiji that five years’ extension was 
taken by the planters of those islands as a settled fact, be 
forsook his sick-bed and his rest a t jshenti Niket&n, and 
sounded for us the call of duty.

But if one cloud, that threatened to. destroy our 
hopes, seems to have disappeared, another equally danger' 
ous looms on the horizon. The conditions of abolition, as 
stated by Lord Hard in ge last Match, are-these:—

“ On behalf of Hie Majesty’s Government, he (the Secretary 
of State) has asked us, however, to make it clear that the exist
ing svstera of recruiting must be maintained until new condi
tions under which labour should he permitted to proceed 
+ft the nhomes, should have been worked out in. eon- 
Junction with the. Colonial Office and the Crown Colonies, 
concerned; until proper safeguards in the Colonies ,mould have

'/.vvLfV’r'.' '."L- ■ W M % 1 ■ V L L . - 3 ’ - I ' ’’ ’■; h,,L''LL;‘.,?,V;v''VL:,v''.
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•been provided; and'until they should have had reasonable time 
to adjust themselves to the change, a period which must neces
sarily depend on circumstances and conditions imperfectly 
known at present.”

Those of us who know anything of the system- know 
-that it • was well-nigh impossible to find new conditions 
which would be economically sound for the planters, 
and morally sound for us. Wo felt that the Government 

■ would soon -Sod this out for tbamselves, aud that, in 
view of Lord Hardtnge’s whole-hearted disapproval of the 
•system, his view of the nearness of the and would coincide 
with our own. But now a different situation faces us,
Nearly a year has gone by, -and we discover that the plan
ters of Fiji have been led to believe that they will have 
■five years more of the system, slid at the end of it new 
conditions may after all be a change in n a m e  but not 
in  substance. Let Mr. Bonnr Law’s despatch speak for 
itself. Writing under date March 4, lb 16, to the Acting 
Governor of Fiji, he savs :—

The Secretary" of Stats for India is satisfied that iVwould 
.slot be possible for the Government of India to continue to 
defeat by a bare official majority resolutions in their Legisla
tive Council, urging the abolition of indenture; that in Ins 
opinion, the strong and universal feeling in India on this subject 
makes it a question of urgency s and' that he has accepted the 
conclusion that indentured emigration must be aoolished.”

He then proceeds ;—
“ Though, from the point of view of the Colonies concerned, 

the decision which the Indian Government and the Secretary ot 
State for India have taken is to be regretted, I recognise that 
the final decision upon this question must rest with the Indian 
•Government/’

Thus the humanities of the question are tacitly sup
posed to be no concern, of the Colonies.

Now mark this significant paragraph, culled from tha. 
same illuminating-despatch';—

“ I have, therefore, agreed to ttje appointment of an inter
departmental committee to consider what system should ho
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substituted for the system of indenture should bo allowed for a 
further period of five years, and should cease at the end of that 
period. - . The Secretary of State for India is anxious that the- 
change of system should be brought about with as little distur
bance as possible to the economic ini,crests of the Colonies, and 
that he has made it clear that the existing system must be 
maintained, until a properly safeguarded system has been

- ■ devised.” .̂
Mr. Andrews has been twitted for having referred to- 

the five years’ extension, Let his critics explain away 
Mr. Sopor Law’s emphatic pronouncement published in 
the Fiji newspapers. What with? this official statement, 
and the Secretary of State for India’s solicitude for the 
economic interests of the planters, our cause may easily he 
lost, if we are. found uu watchful.

In the light of the Viceregal speech and Mr. Bonar 
Law’s despatch, our duty seems to be clear. We must - 
strengthen the Government’s hands where necessary, and. 
even stimulate their activity, so that this inter-depart
mental committee is not allowed to frustrate our hopes.
I t is a body wherein the influence of the Crown Colonies- 
and the Colonial Office will be preponderant. It is a body 
which has to find a substitute which would be acceptable to 
us. As I  hold, it will be a vain search, if the moral well- 
being of the labourer is to be the primary consideration.
But, if the planters can have their own way, we know that 
they will urge an- impossible substitute, and, in the event 
of its rejection by us, they will, in accordance with 
Mr, Bonar Law’s despatch, claim continuance of recruiting 
under indenture, I t  must, therefore, be clearly under
stood that the onus of producing an acceptable substitute 
rests with them and not with us. They have had wore 
than a year already. Lord Hardinge’a despatch, urging 
total aboliteon, is dated the 15th October, 1915. The- 
committee is to sit in May next. This period for finding a.-

I I I  <§l
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Bivbstitate is long enough, in all conscience. Either Mr,. 
Andrews’ harrowing picture of the conditions of life In 
Fiji is true or.it is untrue. We oeiieve it to be true, and* 
ifc has neve r been seriously attacked. And in waiting for 
over a year, we shall have waited almost beyond the point 
of endurance. Substitute or no substitute, we arc 
entitled, for the sake of our motherhood, for 
the sake of oui own honour and reputation, arid., . 
indeed, that of the Empire, to the unconditional 
abolition of this last remnant of slavery. Sata! 
stopped the system without the provision of a substitute. 
Mauritius has done likewise. The Johannesburg mines 
survived not only the shock of an abrupt termination of 
Chinese labour, but the withdrawal of every Chinese la
bourer from the country as fast as transport could be got 
ready.

Capital is both bold and timid. If only we shall do - 
our duty, if only the Government of India will steel their 
hearts against the blandishments of the Fi jian and West 
Indian planters, there is, no doubt, that these people will

• know how to save their millions, without India’s having to 
go to their rescue,

* ' : '' , ’ , ’
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INDIAN' COLONIAL EMIGRATION-.

2%s following is the f  ull text, o f cm article published in the 
Indian Heimwf for September 1917 ;

X have carefully read the resolution issued at Simla 
‘by ?:-he Government of India on the 1st instant, embody 

J ing the report of the Inter- Departmental Conference re
cently held H  London. I t  will be remembered that this 
was the conference referred to in the Viceregal speech of 
last year at the opening of the sessions of the Viceregal 
Legislative. Council. I t  will bo remembered, too, that 
this was the Conference which Sir James Meston and Sir 
■ S. P. Sinks. were to have attended but were unable to 
attend owing to their having returned to India before the 
date of the meeting of the Conference. I t  is stated in 
the report under discussion that these gentlemen were 
to discuss the question, of emigration to certain English 
■Ooionies informally with the two Secretaries of State, i, e.t 
the Secretary of State for India and the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. Lord Islington, Sir A. Steel 
Maitland, and -Messrs. Seton, Grindlo, Green and Mae- 
naughton constituted the Conference, To take the word
ing of the Resolution, this Conference sat “ to consider 
the proposals for a new assisted system of emigration to 
British Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaica and Fiji.” The public 
should, therefore, note that this assisted emigration is to 
'be confined only to the four Crown Colonies mentioned 
and not to the Self -Governing Colonies of South Africa,, 
Canada or Australia, or the Crown Colony of Mauritius.

W h a t follows will show the importance of this distinction.

‘ : 1 V
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It. fa something to be thankful for that “ the Government 
of India have not je t  considered the report and reserved 
judgment on all the points raised in it.” This is as it  
should be on a matter so serious as 'this and one which 

* only last year fairly convulsed the whole of India and 
which has in. one shape or another agitated the country 
since 189f).

The declaration too that “ His Majesty’s Government in. 
agreement with the Government of India have decided 
that, indentured ©migration shall not be re-opened” is wel
come as is also the one that u no free emigrants can be in 
troduced into any Colony until all; Indian emigrants .al
ready there have been released from existing indentures.”

In spite, however, of so much in the report that fills 
one with gladness, the substantive part of it which sets 
forth the schema which is to replace indentured emigration 
is, so far as one can judge, to say the least of it, disap
pointing. Stripped of all the phraseology under which 
the scheme has been veiled, it is nothing leas than a sys
tem of indentured emigration, no doubt on a more humane 
basis and safeguarded with some conditions beneficial to 
the ©migrants taking advantage of it,

The main point that should be borne in mind is that 
the Conference sat designedly to consider a scheme of 
emigration not in the interests of the Indian labourer,, 
but fia those of the Colonial employer. The new system, 
therefore, is devised to help the Colonies concerned, India 
needs no Outlet, a t any rate for the present moment, for 
emigration outside the country. I t  is debateable whether, 
in any event, the four Colonies will be the most suitable 
for Indian colonisation, The best thing, therefore, that 
can hev pen from an Indian standpoint is that there should 
be no assisted emigration froth India of any type wtoatso-



ever, in  the absence of any such assistance, emigrations 
will have to be entirely free and at the risk w i  expense1- 
of the emigrant himself. Past experience shows that, in 
that event, there will be very little voluntary emigration 
to distant Colonies. In  the report assisted emigration 
means, to use a mild expression, stimulated emigration ; 
and surely with the industries of India crying out mv la
bour and with her legitimate resources yet undeveloped, it 
is madness to think of providing a stimulus for the stay-
at-home Indian to go out of India. Neither the Govern
ment nor any voluntary agency has been found cap ab le  of 
protecting from ill-usage the Indian who emigrates either 
to Burma or Ceylon, much, less can any mch protection 
a vail in far-off Fiji or the three other Colonies. I  hop© 
that leaders of public opinion in India will, therefore, take 
their stand on the one impregnable rock of not wanting 
•.my ©migration whatsoever to the Colonies. It might bo

•■argued th a t we, as a component part of the Empire, are
bound to consider the wants of our partners, but this 
would not be a fair- plea to advance bo long as India stands 
in need of all the labour she can produce. -If, therefore,
India does not assist the Colonies, it is not because of 
want, of will but it is due to want of ability . An addi
tional reason a politician would be justified in using s
that, so long as India does not in reality occupy the posi
tion of an equal partner with the Colonies, and so long as. 
her sons continue to be regarded by Englishmen m the 
Colonies and English employers even nearer home to be 
fit only as hewers of wood and drawers of water, no 
scheme of emigration to the Colonies can bo morally ad
vantageous to Indian emigrants. If the badge of inferio
rity is always to be worn by them, they can never *is» 
to their full status and any material advantage they will 
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;gam by emigrating can, therefore, be of no 'consideration.
But lot um for the moment.'consider the new .system.

"lha system, jfc is stated., “ to be followed in future will 
be one of aided emigration and'its object will he to en~
■courage the settlement of Indians in certain Colonies after 
a probationary period of employment in those Colonies, 
to train and fit them for life and work there and at the 
•aame time, to acquire a supply of the labour essential to 
the well-being of the colonists themselves” So the re
settlement is to be conditional on previous employment 
under contract aud it  will be seen in the course of our exa
mination that ties contract is to be just as binding as the 

-contracts used to be under indenture. The. report has the 
following humourous passage in it: “He will be, in no Way, 
restricted to service under any particular employer except 
that for hie own protection, a selected employer will be 
chosen for him for the first six months.” This has a fla
vour of the old indentured system. One of the evils com 
plained ol about that system was that the labourer was- 
assigned to an employer. He was not free to choose one 
himself. Under the new system, the employer is to be
selected for the protection of the labourer. It is hardly 
necessary for mo to point out that the would-be labourer . 
will never be able to feel the protection devised for him.
I he labourer is .further “ to be encouraged to work for his 
first three years in agricultural industries, by the offer, 
should he do so, of numerous and important benefits sub 
sequently as a colonist.” This is another ind ucement to 
indenture, and I  .know enough of such schemes to be able 
to assure both the Government and public that these so- 
called inducements in the hands of clever manipulators 
become nothing short of methods of compulsion in respect 
of innocent and ignorant Indian labourers. I t  is due to the
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framers of tha scbemfe that 1 should draw attention to the 
fact- that they have avoided all criminal penalties for 
breach of contract. In- India itself if the scheme ia adopt
ed, wears promised a revival of the much-dreaded depot®--- 
and emigration Agents, all no doubt, on, a more respect
able basis- but still of the same type and capable of untold 
mischief.

The rest of the report is not- likely, to interest the 
public, bub those who wish to study it will, I doubt not, 
come to the conclusion to which I have been driven, that 
the framers have done their best to strip the old system o f " 
many of the abuses which had-crept into it, but they have 
not succeeded in placing before the Indian public an accept 
able scheme, I  hold that it was an impossible task. The 
system of indenture was one of temporary slavery.; it was- 
incapable of being amended ; it should only bo ended and 
it is to be hoped that India will never consent to its-revi 
val in m y  shape or form ,

■ - ■’ V": , -1 • : . . : ■ - - . V ' ' \ : :
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THE INIQUITIES OF THE INDENTURE BYSTEM

Under the auspices, of the District Congress Committees in 
Bombay Mr. M. K. Gandhi delivered a lecture on Indentured 
Indian Labour before a large ^gathering on 80th Oct. 1917 
at the Empire Theatre, Sir Ibrahim “RitJmrUuUah presiding.

Mr. Gandhi said:—
The question of indentured labour was just 

now a topical question, because those true and real friends 
of India, Messrs. Andrews and Pearson, were conducting 
an enquiry in Fiji. The Fiji Islands absorbed the largest 
n u m b er  of indentured Indians at the present moment. j
Messrs, Andrews and Pearson were not the first to interest 
the Indians in this question, but it was the deceased states
man Mr. Gtokhul®, Who firs t ' impressed Indians with the 
importance of their duties in connection with this question.
The resolution which Mr. Gokhale brought before the 
Council for the abolition of the Indenture system was 
defeated by a majority though all the non-official members 
of the Council voted for the abolition. However much a 
benign and sympathetic Viceroy wished to remove this 
abominable system of indenture from the Indian Statute 
Book there was a very serious difficulty in bis way and that 
was the report by the two Commissioners, who were sent by 
Lord Hardinge, namely, Messrs. MacNodl and Chi mania! 
which ate contained in two bulkyJvoluines, All might not 
care-to wade through the rather dull pages of those 
volumes but to him who knew w hat real indentured la
bour was they wore of great interest. They might, how
ever, take updn trust that the report recognised jfchat in 
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dentured labour should continue just as it was, if certain 
conditions were fulfilled. Those conditions, Mr, Gandhi 
said were impossible of. fulfilment. And the recommenda
tions which these two 'great .Commissioners made, showed 
that they really could nob seriously have meant that the 
system of Indenture which existed to-day in Fiji, Jamaica 
Guiana and other colonies should be continued a minute 
-longer than was actually necessary. The speaker here re
ferred to the previous commision and said that; the defects 
which Messrs. MaoNeill*and Ohimanlal had pointed out 
were patent to all. Their report contained nothing new,
But there was unofficial investigation on. behalf of some 
philanthropic body in England some forty years ago, and 
in that book an unvarnished tale was given, which told in 
graphic language what were the hardships under that sys
tem;

In this connection Mr, Gandhi, quoted a statement, 
made by the Prime Minister of Natal in which be said 
that the system of indenture was a most unadvisable thing 
and that the sooner it was terminated the better for the in
dentured labourer and the employer. Lord". Selborne said 
the same thing when he was the High Commissioner in 
South Africa: he said that it was worse for the employer 
than the employed, because it was a system perilously near 
to slaver % Sir William Hunter wrote a beautiful series 
of letters in 1895 when he first brought himself to study 
the system personally and compared the system of inden
ture, after a due investigation, to a state bordering 
on slaver}'. On one occasion he used the expression 
semi-slavery, Mr. Gandhi said if he erred in mak
ing these statements, he erred in Lord Selborne’s 
company, And it was in connection with tills system that 
these two worthy gentlemen, the Commissioners, had seen
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■fit to report and advise the fulfilment of certain conditions 
which in the v c y  nature of the contract were impossible of 
fulfilment, th e  conditions were that unsuitable emigrants 
be excluded ; the. proportion of females to males to be 
raised from 40 to 50 per cent* The speaker  ̂could not 
Understand what they meant by unsuitable emigrants be
ing excluded. The Commissioners themselves told them 
that it was not easy to find labour in India. India, was not 
pining to send her children out as semi-slaves. Lord Ban- 
demon stated that it was the surplus population from In* 
dia that went out from dissatisfaction with the economic 
•condition in India. But they must remember that there 
■were 500 recruiting licences issued in the year 190). Could 
they conceive the significance of the extraordinary state 
of things which required one recruiter to 17 labourers ?
The Colonial Governments had their sub agents in India 
for this indentured labour to be collected. They .vere 
paid a sum of Es. 25 for each eooly recruited, and this 
sum of Es, 25 was divided between the recruiter and the 
sub-agent. Mr. Gandhi thought the mental state ot those 
recruiters must be miserable, who could send so many ot 
their country men as semi-slaves. After having seen what the 
recruiting agents did and after having read the many gross 
misstatements they made, he was not surprised that thou
sands and thousands of their countrymen were becoming 
indentured labourers, The Commissioners devoted several 
pages to the immorality prevailing on the estates, I t  was 
not forty women for sixty men ; but the statement was 
made that these men did not marry these women, but kept 
them and that many of these women were prostitutes, Mr.
Gandhi said ho would decline to send his children under 
such an indenture, if he was worthy tof his salt, out of the
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country. But thousands of, men and women had .gone.
What did they think jf that in India. '

The conditions were that rigorous provisions should be- 
either expunged from the Ordinances or that the Protee- 

‘ tor should control employers. As for the regulations made
to protect these labourers they could take it from him, Mr.
■Gandhi said, that there were a great many flaws in them 
and n .coach and four could be easily driven through these.
The aim of the rules was to make the employer supreme.
Here was capital ranged against labour with artificial props 
for capital and not labour. ■ ,

Mr. Gandhi condemned the ** protector” of emigrants.
They were men belonging to that very class to which employ
ers belonged; they moved among them and was it not only 
natural that they should have their sympathies on the side, of 
the employer ? How was it then possible that they could do 
justice to the labourer against the employer? He knew many 
instances when magistrates had meted out justice to the 
Indentured labourer, but it was impossible to expect such a 
thing from the Protectors of emigrants. The labourer was 
bound hand and foot to the employer. If  he committed an 
offence against his employer he first of all had' to undergo, a 
course of imprisonment; then the days that the labourer had 
spent in the jail were added to his indenture and he was 
taken back to his master to serve again. The Oommis* 
sinners had to say nothing against these rules. There was 
nobody to judge the Protector of Emigrants if he gave a 
wrong judgment, but in the case of the magistrate he 
could be criticised. Again the Commissioners and that these 
prisoners should be put into separate jails. But the Colo
nial Government would be bankrupt if they built jails for 
hundreds of prisoners that were imprisoned, They were 

- nob able to build jails for the passive resistors, Then the
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. Commissioners said that fill© labourer, should be allowed 
to redeem his indenture by payment of a graduated re
demption fee. They made a mistake in thinking him to be 
an independent man. He was not bis own master. Mr.
Gandhi said he had known of English girls well educated 
who were decoyed, and who were not indentured, unable to 
free themselves. How was it then possible for an indentur
ed labourer to do this ? Mr. Balfour compared the labourer 
under an indenture to a soldier, But the soldier was a res
ponsible man and he could rise to a high position. But an.' 
indentured labourer remained a labourer. He had no pri
vileges. His wife was also included under his disabilities^ so 
also his son. ' In  Natal the finger of scorn was pointed at 
these people, Never could an. indentured Indian rise uO a 

;4: higher post than that of labourer, And |what did tho j
i: labourer bring when he returned to India'? He returned a

broken vessel, with some of the artificial and superficial 
signs of civilisation, but he left more valuable things behind 
him. He may bring some sovereigns also with him. They 
should decline to perpetuate this hateful system of inden 
ture because it robbed them of their national self-respect.

If  they could consider well over what he had said they 
would try  and abolish the system in a year’s time and this 

r: }1 one taint upon tho nation would have gone and indentured 
, labour would be a thing of the past. He wanted to remove ' 

the cause of the ill-treatment of the Indians in the Colo
nies. However protected that system may be, i t  still re
mained a state bordering upon slavery. “I t  would remain,” 
said Mr. Gandhi, “ a state based upon full-fledged slavery 
and it was a hmdorance to national growth and national 
dignity,’ #
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IM PERIAL CONEEBENOE RESOLUTIONS,

In  the course of an article criticising the Imperial Conference 
.Resolution on Indian emigration^ Mr, Gandhi wrote as 
follo'ws in ike Indian Review for August 1918 :—~

The Imperial Conference Resolution on the status of 
our countrymen emigrating to the Colonies reads well on 
the surface, but it is highly deceptive. We need not consi
der it a great achievement that we can pass the same laws 
against the colonials that they may pass against us. I t  is 
like a giant telling a dwarf that the latter is free to give 
blow for blow, Who is to refuse permission and passports- 
to the colonials desiring' to enter India ? But Indians, no 
matter what their attainments are -are constantly being re
fused permission to enter the colonies even for temporary 
periods. South African legislation of emigration was 
purged of the racial taint, by the passive resistance move
ment. But the administrative principles still continue and 
will do so, so long as India remains both in name and sub
stance a dependency.

The agreement arrived at regarding those who are 
already domiciled practically restates the terms of the set 
tlemcnt of 1914. If  it extends to Canada and Australia 
it Is m decided gain, for in Canada till recently there was a 
big agitation owing to the refusal of its Government fcc 
admit the wives and children of its Sikh settlers, I  may 
perhaps add that the South African settlement provides 
forth© protection of those who had plural wives before tho 
settlement, especially if the tatter had at any time entered 
South Africa. I t  may be the proper thing in a predomB



f(S) 1 - ■ <SL
IMP KRIAL CONMRRMCE resolutions 103

nently Christian country to confine the legality to only one 
wile, But it  is necessary-even'for that country, in the 
interests of humanity and for the sake of friendship for 
members of the same Imperial Federation to which they 
belong administratively, to allow the admission of plural 
wives and their progeny.

The above agreement still evades the question of in 
equality of status in other m atters:—Thus the difficulty 
of obtaining licenses throughout South Africa, the prohibi
tion to hold landed property in the Transvaal and the Free 
State sind virtual prohibition within the Union itself of 
the entry of Indians into the Free State, the prohibition 
of Indian children to enter the ordinary Government 
schools, deprivation of Municipal franchise in the Trans
vaal and the Free State and practical deprivation of the 
Union franchise throughout South Africa, barring perhaps 
the Cape, The resolutions of the Imperial Conference 
therefore are decidedly an eye-wash, There is no change 
of heart in ’the colonies and certainly no recognition of 
Imperial obligations regarding India. The Fijian atroci
ties to which Mr. Andrews has drawn pointed attention 
show what is possible even in the Crown colonies which
are under direct Imperial Control,

■ .
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G A N D H I ' S  J A I L  E X P E R I E N C E S
' ' , ' .

• These prison experiences were originally written by Mr. 
irandhi in Gujarati ttjbfijj we ®re indebted to the Modern 
Review” for the following English version :

IlNSPKCTIOJ*

When the different inspectors come to inspect, all the 
.prisoners have to post themselves in a row,, and take off 
their caps to ‘salute them. As allot' as had English caps, 
there was no difficulty in observing this ru le  I t  was both 
legal and proper that we should take off our caps. The 
words of direction used were “ fail in.” These worlds had, 
so to speak, become our food, as wo had to “ fall in” four 
or five times a day. One of these officers, an .assistant to 
the Chief Warder, was a little stiff-necked and so the 
Indians had nicknamed him, “ General Smuts.” Gener
ally ho was the first to come in the morning*;'and again-in 
the evenings. At half past nine the .Doctor came. He 
was very good and kind, and unfailing in his inquiries. 
Each prisoner had, according to jail rules, to show all parts 
of his body, on the -first day to the Doctor-, stripping him
self bare of: all clothes, but he was kind enough not to 
enforce the same in our case. When many more Indians 
had come, he simply tolc! us to report to him if any one had 
got itches, etc,, so that he might examine him in cameras. 
At half past ten or eleven, the Governor and Chief Warder 
came. The former was a firm, just and qu-iet-natured 
officer, His invariable inquiries were whether we wore 
all right, whether we wanted anything, whether we had
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' .any complaints to  make. Whenever we had any such, he 
heard them attentively, and gave us relief, if he could.
Some of these complaints and grievances 1 shall refer to 
later on. His deputy came also at times. Ho was kind- 
hearted too. Bub the best of them all was our Chief 

■ Warder. Himself deeply religious, he was not only kind 
and courteous towards us, but every prisoner sang his 
praises in no measured terms. He was attentive in preserv
ing to the prisoners nil their rights, he overlooked their 
trivial faults, and knowing in our case that we were all 
innocent he was particularly kind to us, and to show his 
kindness he often came and talked to us.

INCUR ASK IN OUR Tsf TIMBERS.

I  have said before that there were only five of us 
passive resisters, at first. Oil 14th January, Tkieaday. 
came in Mr. Thambi Naidu, the Chief Picket and Mr.
Koin, the President of the Chinese Association. We all 
were pleased to receive thorn. On the 18th, fourteen 
others joined us, including Samundar ffhan. He was in 
for two months. The rest were Madrasis, jfunanm s and 
•Gujarati Hindus. They were arrested for hawking without 
licences, and sentenced to pay a fine of £2, and in default 
to 14 days' imprisonment. They had bravely elected to 
go to jail. On 21st, 76 others came. In  this batch only 
Nawab Khan had two months, the rest were with a fine 
of ;£2, or in default 14 days’ imprisonment. Most of them 
were Gujarati Hindus, some Kunamias and some Madrasis.
On the 22nd, 35, on the 23rd, 3, on the 24th, 1, on the 
25th, 2, on the 28th, 6, and in the evening 4 move, and 
on the 29th, 4 .Kunamias added to our numbers. So that 
by the 29th, there were 155 passive registers incarcerated.
On the 30th, I  was removed to Pretoria, but I  knew that 
on tha t day 5 or 6 others had come in.

1........... ' • ; • : '..# .. - .•'•'•' ’ ...... .• SSSiJ
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The question of food is of great moment; to many of 
ns, in all circumstances, but: to those in prison, it is of the 
greatest importance. They are greatly in need of good 
food. The rale is that a prisoner has to rest content with- 
jail food, he cannot- procure any from outside. The same 
it- the case with a soldier who has to submit to his regula
tion rations, but the difference between the two is that his 
friends can send other food to the soldier and .he can take 
It, while a prisoner is prohibited from, doing so. So that 
this prohibition about food is one of the signs of being in 
prison, Even in general conversation, you will find the 
jail-officers, saying that there could he no exercise of taste 
about prison diet, and no such article could be allowed 
therein. In  a talk with the prison medical officer, I told- 
him that it was necessary for us to have some tea, or ghee 
or some such thing along with bread, and he said, you 
want to oat with taste, and no palatable thing could be 
allowed in a prison,

According to the regulations, in the first week, an- 
Indian gets, in the morning 12 ox. of “ mealie pap ” w ith
out sugar or ghee ; at noon, i  oz, of rice and one oz. of 
ghee ; in the evening, from ;> days, 12 oz. of mealie pap,, 
for 3 days, 12 oz, of boiled beans and salt. This scale has 
been modelled on the dietary of the .Kaffirs, the only 
difference being that in the evening, the Kaffirs are given 
crushed maize corn and lard or fat, while the Indians get 
lice, In the second week, and - thenceforward, for two 
days, boiled potatoes and for two days, cabbages, or 
pumpkin or some such vegetable is given along with maize 
flour. Those who taka meat are given meat with vege
tables on Sundays,
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The .first batch of prisoners had resolved to solicit for 
no favours at the hands of Government, and to take what
ever food was served out, if not religiously objectionable.
Badly speaking the above was not a proper kind of diet for 
Indians, though medically, of course, it contained sufficient 
nutrition. Maize is the daily food of the Kaffirs, so this 
diet suits them, nay, they thrive on it, in jail. But Indians 
rarely use iuaize*fiour, rice only suits them. Wo are not 
used to eat beans alone, nor could we like vegetables as 
cooked by or for Kaffirs. They never clean the vegetables 
nor season them with any spices. Again the vegetables 
cooked for the Kaffirs mostly consist of the peelings left 
after the same have been prepared for the European con 
victs, Eor spices, nothing eke besides salt is given. Sugar 
is never dreamt of. Thus the food question was a very 
difficult one for us all. Still, as we had determined that 
the passive resisters were neither to solicit nor ask for 
favours from the jail authorities, we tried to rest content 
with this kind of food.

In reply to his inquiries we had told the Governor, 
that the food did not suit us, but we were determined not 
to ask for any favours from Government,. If  Government 
of its own accord wanted to naake a change, it would be 
welcome, eke we would go on taking the regulation diet.

But this determination could not last long. When 
others joined us, we thought it would be improper to make 
them share this trouble with us also. Was it not sufficient 
that they had shared the prison with us ? So we began to 
talk to the Governor on their behalf. We told him, we 
were prepared to take any kind of food, but the later 
batches could not do so, He thought over the matter,and 
said that he would allow them to cook separately, if they 
put it on the ground of religon but the articles of foo
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would be the same, it  did not rest with him to make any 
changes in them.

In the meantime, fourteen others had joined us, and 
some of them elected to starve rather than take 'mealie 
pap. So 1 read the jail rales and found out that applica
tions in ’such matters should ,bte made to the Director of 
Prisons. [ asked, therefore, the Governor to be permitted 
to apply to him, and sent a petition accordingly.

’ We, the undersigned prisoners beg to state that we are alt
Asiatics, 18 Indians and 3 Chinese.

Tho.18 Indians get for their breakfast mealie pap, and the 
■others, :ri.ce and ghee; they. get heatas thrice and “ pap ‘bur 
times. We were given potatoes on Saturdays, and greens on 
Sundays. On religious grounds, we cannot eat meat - some are 
entirely prohibited from taking it, and others cannot do so be
cause of its not being religiously slaughtered.

The Chinese get maize-bom instead of rice, Alb the prison 
ers are mostly used to European food, and they also eat- brfead 
and other flour preparations. None, oi us is used tomealie pap, 
and some of us suffer from indigestion.

Seven of us have eaten no breakfast at all only at times, 
when the Chinese prisoners who got bread, out of mercy, Save 
them a piece or two out of their rations, have we eaten the 
same. When this was .rodhtioned to the Governor, he said we 
Vere guilty of a jail offence'in thiis accepting bread,

In our opinion this kind of food is entirely UMuitable to us.
So we ho ve to apply that we should be given food according to 
the rules for European, prisoners and mealie pap be left out 
entirely; or in the alternative such food should be give,] as 

■. would support us, and bo in consonance with our • habits and 
customs.

This is an urgent matter and a reply be sent by wire.
Twenty one of us1 had signed the petition and while 

it was being despatched seventy-six. more came in, Ihey 
also had a dislike for the “ pap” and m  we added a para
graph stating that the new arrivals also objected to the 
diet, 1 requested the Governor to send it by wire, lie  
asked his superior’., permission,by telephone, and allowed 
at once 4 da. of bread in place of “ pap,” V/a were all 
■■very pleased, and from the 22nd., 4 ox, of bread was sub-
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stituted in place of pap, morning and evening. In  the 
evening we got 8 oz., «.<?., half a.loaf. But this was merely 
a temporary arrangement. A committee was sitting on 
the question and we heard that they had recommended an 
allowance of flour, ghee, and pulse ; bub before it could 
take effect, we had been released, and so nothing more 
happened,

in  the beginning when there was only eight of us we 
did not cook our elves, so we used to get uncooked riee 
and Uncooked vegetables whenever the Same were given, 
so we obtained permission to cook for ourselves. On the 
first day, Mr. Karlva cooked. After that Mr, Thambi 
JSTaidu and Mr. divan both took, up the function, and in 
our last days they had to cook for about 150 'mem, They 
had to cook once only, excepting on vegetable days which 
were two in a week—-when they had to do so twice. Mr. 
ft aid u took great trouble over this. I  used to distribute.

From the style-of the petition the reader must have 
noted the fact that it was presented on oehaif of all Indian 
prisoners md not us (eight) alone. W e  talked with the 
Governor also on the same lines and he had promised to 
look into it for all the Asiatic prisoners. We still hope 
that the jail diet of the Indians would bo improved,

Again the three Chinese used to get other articles 
instead of rice, and hence annoyance was felt, as'there was 
an appearance of their being considered separate from and 
inferior to us. For this reason, I applied, on their behalf, 
to the Governor and to Mr, -.Playford, and it was ordered 
that they should be placed on the same level as Indians, 

ft is instructive to compare this dietary ;with that of 
the Europeans. They got for their morning breakfast 
‘ pap” and 8 02, of broad ; foi the midday meal, broad and 

soup or bread, and moat, 01 bread and meat and potatoes
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or vegetables; and in the evenings bread and PaP- 
Xhos they got bread thrice in the day, and so they do not 
■care whether they have the “ pap” or not. Again they get 

• meat or soup, in addition. Besides this they are often
given tea or cocoa. This will show that both the I jlu0\ 
peans and the native Kaffirs get food suitable to them, and 
it is the poor Indians alone who suffer, They had no 

, special dietary of their own. If they 'were treated like 
Europeans in food, they the Europeans would have felt 
..hnmed, and no one bad the concern to find out what was 

the food of the Indian. They had thus to be ranked with 
the Kaffirs and silently starve. For this state of oircum- 
.stances 1 find fault with our own people the Passive Resis
tors. Some Indians got the requisite food by stealth, 
others put up with whatever they got, and were either 
ashamed to make public the story of their distress or bad 
no thought for others. Hence the outside public remained 
In the dark, If we were to follow truth and agitate where 
we gob injustice, there would be no room to undergo such 
inconveniences. If  we were to leave self and apply our
selves to the good of others, grievances would get remedied 
soon. But just as it  is necessary , to take steps for the 
redress of such complaints, so if is necessary to  ̂ think of 
certain other things also. I.t is but meet for prisoners to 
undergo -certain inconveniences. If there be no trouble, 
what is the good of being called a prisoner ? Those who 
are the masters of their minds, take pleasure even m suffer
ing, and live happily in jails. They do not lose sight of 
the existence of the. suffering, and they should not do so, 
considering that there are others also suffering with them,

There is another evil habit of ours, and that is our 
tenacity in sticking to our manners and customs. We 
must do in Rome as the Romans do. We are living
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in South Africa and we must accustom ourselves to what 
is considered good food here, “ Mealie pap” is a food, as' 
good, simple and cheap as our wheat. Wo cannot say it 
is without taste, sometimes, it boats wheat even. I t  is my 
belief that out of respect for the country of our adoption, 
we must take .(food which grows in that country, if it be 
not unwholesome. Many u Whites” like this “ pap” and 
eat it in the morning. It becomes palatable if milk or 

■sugar or even ghee be taken with it. For these reasons 
and for the fact that we might have to go to jail again, in 
the future, it is advisable for every Indian to accustom 
himself to this preparation of maize. With this habit even 
when the time comes to take i t  merely with salt, we would 
not find it hard to do so. I t  is incumbent on us to leave 
off some of our habits for the good of our country. All 
those nations that havo advanced have given up these 
things where there was nothing substantial to lose. The 
Salvation Army people attract the natives of the soil, by 
adopting their customs, dress, etc,, if not particularly 
objectionable.

SICKNESS
I t  would have been a miracle had no ono out of 150 

prisoners fallen ill, The first to be taken ill was Mr. 
Samundar Khan. He had been brought into jail ailing and 
was taken to Hospital the next day. Mr, Kadva was a 
victim to rheumatism, and for some days he did not mind 
being treated by the Doctor in the prison cell itself, but 
eventually he had to go to the Hospital too. Two others 
suffered from fainting fits and were taken there. The 
reason was that it was very hot then, and the convicts had 
to remain out in the sun the whole day, and so they fell 
down in fits. We nursed thorn as best wo could. Later 
on Mr. Nawab Khan also succumbed, and on the day of



yy...........

|rf a piagi (fiT
1 . y k̂ /JL—i

N t --;:->/112 lAtL -BXPJEBWJNCES

our release ba had to be led out by hand, K q had im
proved a little after the Doctor had ordered milk, etc,, to- 
be given to him, On the whole, still, it may be safely 
said, that the Passive Resistors fared well,.

PAUCITY ON SPACE.
I have,stated already 'that our cell had space enough- 

to accommodate only fifty-one prisoners, and the same 
.holds good with -regard .to the area. Later on when instead 
of 51 there, were 151 souls to bo accommodated, great- 

. difficulty was felt. The Governor had to pitch tents out
side, and many had to go there. During our last days,

* about a hundred had to be taken out to sleep, and back 
again the morning. The area space was too small for this

f § §  number, and we could pass our time there with great 
difficulty. Added to this was our evil inborn habit of spit-, 
ting 'everywhere,-which rendered the place dirty, and there 
was the danger of disease breaking out. -Fortunately our 
companions were amenable to advice, and assisted us in 
k e e p in g  the compound clean, Scrupulous care was exer
cised in Inspecting the area and privies, and this saved the 
inmate-- from disease. Every one will admit that the Gov
ernment was at fault in incarcerating such a large number
in' so narrow a space. If  the room was insufficient, ft was 
-mourn bi n't on the Government not to send so many there, 
and i f  the struggle had been prolonged, it would not have 
been possible for the Government to commit any more to 

. this prison. jHv.
READING

I-have - already mentioned’ that the Governor had 
allowed us the use of a table, -with pen, ink, etc. We had' 
the free run of the prison library also. I  -had taken from 
there, the works of Carlyle and the Bible, From the 
Chinese Interpreter, who used to come there, I had bor-
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rowed the \£uran-e-Sharif translated into English, Speech
es, 0E Huxley, Carlyle’s Lives of Burns, Johnson, an< ■
Scott, and Bacon’s Essays. Of my own I  had taken the 
Bhaiiavad Gita, with Manila! Nathubhai’s Annotation^, 
several Tamil works, an Urdu book from the MouM b ah *  
the writings of Tolstoy, Raskin and Socrates. Many of 
these Tread or re-read in the jail. I used to study Tamil 
regularly. In  the morning I  used to read the Gita and at 
noon, mostly the Koran. In  the evening I taught the 
Bible t o  Mr. Forotoon, who was a Chinese Christian. He 
wanted to learn English, and. I  taught it to him through
the Bible. ■ . ,

If I  had been permitted to spend out my full period),
I  would have been able to c o m p le te  my translations of a  

book each o f Carlyle and Kuskin. I  believe th a t  as I  was 
fully occupied in ' the study of the above works, I  would 
:not  have b eco m e tired even if l had got more than two- 
months ; not only that but I would have added usefully to 
rny knowledge and studies. I would, have passed a happy 
Lie believing as I do that whoever has a taste for reading 
gobd book! is able to bear loneliness in any place with
or oat ease.

RELIGIOUS STUDY.

In the West, we now gee, that as a matter of fact, 
the State looks after the religion of all its prisoners, and 
hence, we find a Church in the Johannesburg prifton for 
its inmates, but it is provided to meet only the needs of 
the Whites, who alone are allowed access thereto. I  asked 
for special permission for Mr, Foretoon and mvsel!, but , 
the Governor told me it was only for White Christian pri
soners. Every Sunday, they attend it, ana preachers of 
different denominations give them religious lessons there, 

iy /■: . ' ft
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Several missionaries come in. to convert the Kaffir 
alfcb with special permission. There is no .Ghurch for 
them ; they sit in the open., Jews also have got their awti 
preachers to look after them. I t  is only the Hindus and 
Mahottiedans who are spiritual!^ left unprovided for/ There 
are not many Indian prisoners, it; is true, but the absence 
of any such provision for them is hardly creditable to 
them. The leaders of'both communities should, therefore, 
lay their heads together, and arrange for the religious 
instruction o f  the members of their community In jail, 
even if there be only one convict. The preachers, whe
ther Hindus or Moalris, should be pure-hearted, and they 
should be careful not to become thorns in the sides of the 
convicts.

the mm, > V* ' ' :
All that was worth knowing has been stated above.

Indians being placed on a level with the .Kaffirs is a fact 
which calls for-further consideration. While the White 
convicts get a bedstead to sleep on, a tooth-brush to clean - 
their teeth, a towel to wipe their faces and hands, and also 
a handkerchief, Indians get nothing, Why this distinc
tion ?

Wo should never think that this is not a matter for 
our interference; I t  is these little things which either 
enhance our respect or degrade us. An Arabic book says 
that he who.has ho’self-respect has no religion. .Nations 1 
have become great by gradually enhancing’ their self-res
pect. Self-respect does not mean vanity or rashness, but 
a  state of mind which is prepared not to let go its privi
leges simply out of fear or idleness. One who has really 
his trust in God attains to self-respect, and I  firmly 
believe that one who has no trust in Him never knows 
what is right, nor does he know how to do right,
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Every prisoner in the jail on getting up in. the morn

ing is required to fold his own bedding, and to place it in 
its proper place. He must finish Ida toilet by (3 o'clock 
and be ready to start out a t the stroke of the hour.
The work begins at 7 o’clock. I t  is of various kinds. The 
ground to be'dug was very hard. I t  was to be worked 
upon with spades, and hence the work proved too hard, 
Again, it was a very hot; day. The place we were taken 
to was about % mile and a half from the jail, Each one 
of us started very well indeed. But as one of us was 
used to this kind of work, it was not long before we were 
quite done up. As the day advanced, the work .seemed 
harder still. The warder was very strict. He used.to cry 
out every now and then, “ go on, go on.” This mud© the 
Indiana quite nervous, I, saw some of thorn weeping.
•One of them .had a  swollen foot. All this caused jne a 
great deal of heart -burning, and yet on every occasion, I  
reminded them of the duty, and asked them to perform it 
as wol f, as possible, with a good heart, and without minding 
the words of the warder. "I fell; myself done up .also. My. 
hands were covered with blisters and water war coring out 
of them. I  could hardly found the spade and felt the weight 
of i t  as if it was quite a maund. I  prayed to God to pre 
serve toy honour, to maintain my limbs intact, and to 
bestow on me sufficient strength to be able to perform my 
allotted task. I trusted to Him and went; on with my 
work. The warder would sometimes remonstrate with me 
at an occasional break required to get over the fatigue. I  
told him that it was unnecessary for him to remind me of 
my duty, and that I  was prepared to go through as much 
of it as was possible for me 1;o do. Just, then I  saw Mr, 
Jhinabhai faint, . .  .While I  was pouring water on Jhioa. 
bhaFs head, the following occurred to me. Most of the In-
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dians trusted my word,, and submitted themselves to im
prisonment. If  the advice that I happened to offer them 
were erroneous how much sin I  would be 'committing in 
the.ayes of God in tendering it to them. They Underwent 
all sorts of hardships on. account of that advice. W ith 
this thought in ~my mind, I heaved a deep sigh, With 
God as my witness, f reflected on the subject once more,, 
and .was immediately reassured that it was all right, I  felt 
tha t the advice that I  tendered to them was the only-, 
ad-rice that I  could under the circumstances In anticipa
tion of future happiness, it was absolutely necessary that 
we should undergo the hardest trials find sufferings in the 
first instance., and that there was no reason to be grieved 
a t the latter, This was simply a fit of fainting, but even 
If it was a case of death how could 1 {offer any other advice- 
than what I  had already done ? ft at once occurred to me- 
that it was more honourable for., any body to die suff ering 
ib that manner, than to continue living a life oi perpetual 
enslavement,

* )W  .0 * #
At one time one of the warders came to me, and 

' asked me to provide him with two of his men to clean the- 
water-closets. I. thought tha t I  could do nothing better 
than clean them myself and so I  offered him my services,
I  have no particular diabke to that kind of work. On the 
contrary, I  am of opinion that we ought to get ourselves1 
accustomed to it, . . .

t  was given a bed in a ward, where, there were princi
pally Kaffir patients. Here I  passed the whole,-.night in 
great misery “and terror, I  did not know then that- i  
■was to be taken the nest day to another cell that was 

'|.~ f occupied by Indian prisoners. Fretting that £ 'would 
■bekept incarcerated with such men,.I got very nervous

5 ;jp  ' 0 1 !‘V7= i’l v P i ' . i '''--vj ■ * V : ' ’-i.'i-i.'?'-i l ^ '1' v
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and terror-stricken, Ami yet I  tried, my best to reofaicUe 
myself to the idea that i t  was’ hiy duty to undergo the 
•sufferings that May befall m k  I  read from the “Bhagawad- 
'©ita," that I had with me, certain verses edited to theoeca- 
iion, and on 'pondering over them, was soon reconciled to 
the situation. The chief reason, why I  got nervous was 
that in the same room, there were a number of wild,, 
murderous'looking, vicious Kaffir and Chinese prisoners. I  
did not know their language. One of the Kaffirs began to 
ply me with all sorts .of questions, As fur as I  could gather, 
he seemed to he mocking me indecently. I  did not under
stand what his questions were and I kept quiet. He then 
asked me in his broken English,." Why have they brought 
you here I  gave him a very short reply and was'again' 
silent. He waa followed by one of the Chinamen, Ha was 
worse than the other. He approached my bed, and looked, 
at me intently, I  kept on ray silence. He then proceeded 
towards; the above-mentioned Kaffir’s bed. There they 
began to mock each other indecently, and expose their 
private parts. Both these prisoners' were probably there 
for murder or highway, robbery. How could I  enjoy sleep 
after'sdeing those deadful things ?

(At one time) as soon as I  got seated at- .the .water 
■cloaot there to answer the call of nature, a very wild and 
muscular looking Kaffir turned up. He asked me- to get 
-off from the seat, and began - to abuse me. I  told' him X 
would, not be long when he took hold of me, and threw ate 
outside. Fortunately, I  was able to catch hold of one of 
the doors, and to save myself .from a nasty fall. This did 
■not make me very nervous. I  simply walked away with 
a. smiling countenance. But one or two Indian prisoners 
who happened to see the situation in which t  was placed*

-could not restrain themselves from shedding tears.'

. . i |
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Wher on the 2§th February I  got three month?-’ hard 
labour, and once again embraced m y  brother Indiana and 
lay son in the Tolkerust Jail, j  little thought that I  should.

'have had to say much in connection with my third.
“ pilgrimage ” to the jail, but. with many other human 
assumptions, this too proved to be false. My experience- 
this time was unique, and what I  learnt therefrom I  could 
not have learnt after years of study. I  consider , these 
three months invaluable. I saw many vivid pictures of 
passive resistance, and 1 have become, therefore, a more- 
confirmed resistor than what; I  was three months ago, For 
all this, I have to thank the Government of this place (the 
Transvaal),

Several officers had betted this time tha t I should not 
get loss than six months. My friends—old and renowned 
Indians—my own 'son-—had got six months and so I too 

! was wishing that they might win .their bets. S till'I had 
my own misgivings, and'they proved true, I  got only 
three mouths, that being the maximum under the law.

After going there, X was glad to meet Messrs. Bawood 
Muhammad, Hustanaji, Sorabji, Pillay, Ha jura Sing, Lai 
Bahadur Sing.and other “ fighters.” Excepting for about 
tan all others were accommodated in tents, pitched in the 
jail compound for sleeping, and the scene resembled a camp 
mors than a prison. Every one liked to sleep in the tents.

Wo. war© comfortable about our meals. We used to- 
cook ourselves as before, could cook as we liked.

| We -were about VI -passive ra s te r s  in all.
Those who were taken out for work had rather a- 

.'hard time of it. The road near ' the. Magistrate’s Court 
had to be.built,«o they had to dig up stones, etc,, and 
carry them. After that was finished they wore asked to*It, - ' “ * ' / '' (  ̂ s’] I  ;! k„.‘ ' f,V ■ I ' „ , O 0 |/ ! H 1, ' , ! ■ , Jf . , *
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dig up grass from the .School Compound. But. mostly
they did their work cheerfully. #pr tlsree days 1 wa»
also.thus sent; oat with the *■ shams” (gangs) to work, bu t
in the meanwhile a wire was received that I  was not to.be
taken outside to work. I  was disheartened at this, as I
liked to move out, because it improved my health and
©xfflvised my body. Generally I take two meals a day,
but in the Volfcsrust Jail, on account of this exercise I  • .-
felt hungry thrice. , After this turn, i was given the work
of a sweeper, bat this was useless, and after a. time even
that was taken away, - ■ i

WHY X WAS MADE TO LEAVE VOLKS ROST.
On the 2nd of March I heard that I. was ordered to be 

sent to Pretoria.’ I was asked to b,;-ready at. once, and 
my warder and X had to go to the station in pelting rain, 
walking on hard roads, with my luggage.on my head* Wo 
left by the evening train in a third class carriage.

My removal gave rise to various surmises. Some 
thought that peace was near, others, that after 'Separating 
me from my companions, Government intended to oppress '
me more, and some others, that in order to stifle discussion , 
in the House o f  Commons it might be intended to give me * 
greater liberty and convenience.

X did not like to leave Volksrust, as we passed our . j
days and nights pleasantly there talking to one another.
Messrs. Haju.ra Sing and joshi ahvaya, put us questions, 
questions which were neither useless nor trivial, as they 
related to science and philosophy. How would one like to 
leave such company and such a camp ?

But if every thing happened as we wished, we should 
not be called human beings, So 1 left the place quietly,.
Saluting Mr, Kriji op the road, the warder and I  ^ o t con
fined in o compartment. I t  was. very cold, and rai ning
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too for the whole ] had | my overcoat with me
which I was permitted to use, I was given bread and 
cheese for my meals on the way, but as I  had eaten 
before I  left, I  gave them to my warder,

f  RKI’ORIA vAlt.. : THE KEGUNKINO.

We reached Pretoria on the. 3rd, and found every
thing new. The jail was newly built, and the men were 
new. i was asked to eat . hut 1 had no inclination to do so,
Meaiie meal porridge was placed before me, I  tasted a 
a spoonful only and then left it untouched. My warder 
wa* surprised a t it, but 1 told him X was not hungry, and 
he smiled. Then I  was'handed over to another warder.
He said, Gandhi,, take off your cap.” I did so. Then he 
asked, •* Are you the son of Gandhi?” I  said, “ No, my 
son is undergoing six months’ imprisonment at Volksrust.”
He then confined hie in a cell; X began to walk forward*, 
and backwards in it. Be saw it. from the watch-hole in the 
door, arid.exclaimed, t1 Gandhi, don’t  walk about like that.
I t  spoils ray floor.” I  stopped, and stood in a corner, 
quietly. I  had nothing to read even, as I  had not yet got 
my books. I was confined at about eight, and .at te n !  was 
taken to the Doctor. He only asked me if .1 had any 
contagious disease, arid then allowed me to go, I  was then 
interned in a ’'small room at eleven' where X passed my 
whole time. I t  seemed to be a .cell made for one prisoner 
only. Its dimensions 'were about 10'x7 feet. The floor 
was of black pitch, which the. warder tried to keep shining.
Thbre was only one small glass window, barred with 'iron 
bars, for fight and «ir. There was electric light kept to 
examine the inmates at night. I t  was not meant for the 
use of the prisoners, as it; was not strong enough to enable 
one to read. When T went and stood very near it, I. could 
read only a large-type book, it is put out at eight, but is
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again put on five or six times during the nights, to enable 
•the warders to look over the prisoners, through .the 
-watch-holes.

After eleven the Deputy-Governor came and I  made ? 
these requests to him J.for my books, for permission to 
-write a letter to my wife who w*ri_, ill, and for a Bma.il 
bench to sit on. For the first, be said, he would consider,
-for the 'second, I  might • write, •'and for the third, no. 
Afterwards I  wrote out my letter in Gujarati and gave it  
to be posted. He endorsed' on it, that I  should write it in 
English, I  said, my wife did not know English, and my  
'letters wore a great source of a comfort to her, and tha t 
I  had nothing special to. write in them, Still I did not 
get the permission, and I  declined to write .in English.
My' books were given to me in the evening.

My mid-day meal J. had'to take standing in m f  cell 
with c lo s e d  .doors. At three, I  asked leave for a bath.
The warder said, « All right, but you had better go there 
after undressing yourself/’ (The place was 12d feet 
•distant from my ceil). I  said, if there was- no special 00- 
jeot in my doing so, T would put my clothes on the cur
tain there and take-my bath. He allowed it, hut said,
« Do not delay . Even before I had cleaned my body, he 
shouted out, “ Gandhi, have ' you done $” I  said, ** I  
would -do so in a minute,” I  could rarely see' the face 
of so Indian In  the evening I  got a blanket
and a coir mat to sleep on but neither pillow nor
plank. Even when answering a call of nature, I  was being 
watched by a warder. If he did not happen to know me,
he would cry out, b Sam, come but.” But Sam. had got
the bad habit of taking his full times in such-a condition, 
so how could he get. up at once? It he were to- do so, ho 
Would not be easy, Sometimes the Warders and some-
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ti?iK)s the. Kaffirs would peep In, stn«3 at bimat! would sing 
Pdt, u gffib up,M The labour given to me next day wss tp 
polish the floor and the doors. The latter ware of varnish- 
ed. iron, and what polish could be brought on them by 
rubbing? I  spent three hours on each door, ruining, but 
found them unchanged, the same as before.

' POOD. ■

'Che food was in keeping with the above conditions,

I  knew that no ghee was given with rice in the even- 
ing, and I had thought of remedying the defect,. I  spoke 
to the Chief Warder, but he said, ghee was to he given 
only on Wednesdays and Sunday noons in place of meat, 
and if its further supply were needed, 1 should see the- 
Doctor. Next day I  applied to see him and X was taken, 
to him.

[•requested him to order out for all Indians ghee in 
place of fat. The Chief Warder was present and he added 
that Gandhi’s request was not proper, Till then many 
Indians had used, both fat and meat,, and that those who 
objected to fat, were given dry rice, which they atef with
out any objection.; that the passive resistors had also done 

„ bo, and when they we're .released, they left with added 
weight. The Doctor asked me what I  had to say to that,
I  replied that I  could not quite sw-allbw the story, but 
Speaking for myself, I should spoil my health, if I. were- 
compelled to take rioe without ghee. Then he said, “ for 
you specially, I  would order bread to be given.” I  said,
*• thank yon, but I  had not applied for myself alone, and I  
would not he able to take bread for myself alone, till ghee- 
was ordered to bo given - to all others.” The .Doctor said,
*•' Then you.should not find fault with me, now.”

X again petitioned and X mme to loam that the food*
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regulations would ultimately be made as- in MataL I 
criticised that also and gave the reasons why I could not 
for myself alone accept gheo,:-k A t Hsfc, when in all about 
a month and a half had elapsed, I got a reply stating that 
whomever there were many Indian prisoners, ghee would 
invariably be given. Thus it might..be said that after a 
month and a half:I  broke my fast, and for the last month 
I  was able to take rice, ghee and bread. But I took no 
breakfast and at noon, when pap was doled out. I  hardly 
took ten spoonfuls, as every day it was differently prepar
ed, But still I  got good nourishment from the bread and- 
rice, and so my health Improved. I  my so, because when 
X used to oat once only, it. had broken down, I  had lost all 
strength,and for ten days t  was suffering from a 'severe - 
ache in half of my forehead, My chest too had shewn - 
symptoms of being affected,

I  had told many passive resistors that if they left 'the 
jail with, spoiled health, they-would be considered wanting 
in the right spirit. We must turn our prisons into 
palaces so' that when I found my own health getting ruin
ed J felt'apprehensive lest X should have to go out for that 
reason. It.has to be remembered that I  had not availed 
myself of the order for ghee made in my favour, so that 
there was ft chance of my health getting affected* but this 
does not apply in the case of others, as it is open -to each, 
individual prisoner,• when he is in jail, 'to have some spe
cial order made in his favour, and thus preserve his health,

OTHER CHANGES.

X have said that my Warder was harsh in his dealings 
with me. But this did not last long,' When Ho saw that 
I  was fighting with the Government about food, d>c., but 
obeying his orders unreservedly, he changed his conduct, 
and allowed me to do ae.X liked. This removed my diffi-


