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REPLY TO THE C O M M IS S IO N S

Mr. G-mdhi wrote from tfadiad unde*-date 15fh April, the 
following reply tv the Commissioner’s address to the vultiva - 
tors to desist from following Ur. Gandhi's lead in regard to 
the vow o f Passive Resistance, The Commissioner’s exhorta
tions to the agrimlturists amounted to a threat detailing the 
consequences of non-payment o f revenues. Mr. Gandhi re
plied as follows :—

The publication of the summary of the Commissioner’s 
Gujarati address to the Karra cultivators necessitates a 
reply in justice to the latter as also the workers.

I  have before me a verbatim report cf the speech.
I t  is more direct than the summary iu the laying down 
of the Government policy. The Commissioner’s position 
is  that the revenue authorities’ decision regarding suspen
sion is final. They may and do receive and hear com
plaints from the Ryots but the finality of their decision 
cannot be questioned. This is the crux of struggle. It 
is contended on behalf of the Ryots that, where there are, 
in matters ©f administrative orders, sharp differences of 
opinion between local officials and theirs the points of 
differences are and ought to be referred to an impartial 
committee of inquiry. This, it  is held, constitutes the 
strength of the British constitution. The Commissioner 
km  on principle rejected this position and invited a crisis.
And he has made such a fetish of it that be armed him
self beforehand with a letter from. Lord Willingdon to the 
■qffept that even he should not interfere with the Commis
sioner** decision. He brings in the t o  to defend his
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position ami1 abjures the Ryots and me to desist from our 
cause at this time of peril to the Empire, But I venture 
to-'suggest that the Commissioner's attitude constitutes a 
peril far graver than the German peril, and 1 am serving 
the Empire in trying to deliver it from this peril from 
within. There is no mistaking the fact that India is 
waking up from its long sleep, The Ryots do not need 
to be literate to appreciate their rights and their duties.
They have but to realise their invulnerable power and no 
'Government, however strong, can stand against their will.
The Kaira Ryots are solving an Imperial problem of the 
first magnitude in India. Tliey will show that it is ina- 
posihle to govern men without their consent. Once the 
Civil Service realises this position it will, supply to India 
truly civil servants who will be the bulwark of the peoples’ 
rights. To-day the Civil Service rule is a rule of fear.
The Kaira Ryot is fighting for the' rule of love. I t  is the 
-Commissioner who has produced the crisis. I t  was, as it 
is now, his duty to placate the people when he saw that 
they held a different view, The revenue of India will be 
no more in danger because a Commissioner yields to the 
popular demands and grants concessions than the ad minis
tration of justice was in danger when Mrs. May brick was 
reprieved purely in obedience to the popular will, or the 
Empire was in danger because a corner of a mosque in 
Cuwnpor© was replaced in obedience to the same demand .
Had I  hesitated to advise the people to stand firm against 
the Commissioner’s refusal to listen to their prayer, in
stead of taking the open and healthy course it has taken, 
their discontent would have burrowed under and bred ? ill- 
will, That son is a true son of his father who rather than 
harbour ill-will against him, frankly but respectfully tells 
him all he feels and equally respectfully resists him, if he
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cannot truthfully obey His coranqands. I  apply the same 
law to the relations between the Government and the 
people. There cannot be seasons when a man must sus
pend his conscience But just as a wise father will, 
quickly agree- with his son and not incur his ii3-wi.il, espe
cially if the family was in danger from without, even so a 
wise Government will quickly agree with the Ryots rather 
than incur their displeasure. War cannot be permitted 
to give a-license to the officials to exact obedience to their 
orders, even though the Ryots may consider them to foe- 
unreasonable and unjust.

The Commissioner steals the hearts of the Ryots for 
continuing their course by telling thorn that for a revenue 
of four lakhs of rupees he will for ever confiscate over a 
hundred and fifty thousand acres of land worth over three 
crores of rupees, and for aver declare the holders, their, 
wives and children unworthy of holding any lands in 
Kaira. -He considers the Ryots to be misguided and con
tumacious in the same breath. These are solemn words.

* Do not be under the impression that our mamlatdars and 
our talatis will realise the assessment by.attaching and selling 
your movable proport:,-. We are not going to trouble ourselves 
30 much. Our officers’ time is valuable. Only by your bringing 
in the monies shall the treasuries be filled. This is no threat'
You fake it from me that parents never threaten, their children.
They only advise. But if you do not pay the dues, your lands 
will be confiscated. Many people say that this will not happen,.
But I say it will. I have no need to take a vow. I shall prove 
that I mean what l  say. The lands of those who do not- pay 
Will be confiscated. Those who are contumacious will get no 
lands in future. Government do not want their names on their 
Records of Rights. Those who go out shall never be admitted 
again.”

I hold that it is the sacred duty of every loyal citizen 
to tight unto death against such a spirit of vindictiveness 
and tyranny, The Commissioner has done the Abmeda- 
bad strikers and me a cruel wrong, in saying that the
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strikers knowingly broke their vow, Ha was present a t  
the meeting where the settlement was declared. He may 
hold that the strikers had broken their vow (though his 
speech at the meeting produce I a contrary impression) but 
there is nothing to show that the strikers knowingly 
broke their vow. On the contrary it was entirely kept by 
their resuming their work on their getting for the first 
day wages demanded by them, and the final decision as to 
wages being referred to arbitration. The strikers had 
suggested arbitration which the mill-owners had rejected.
Their struggle in its essence was for a thirty-five per cent, 
increase in their wages or such increase as an arbitration, 
board may decide. And this is what they have got. The 
hit at the strikers and me is, I regret to have to say, a. 
hit below the belt.

' -v.v:-r '̂'v";'.L d - . - '• 'r .■t 'A , ' 1 %«

THE MEANING OF THE COVENANT.

On m  20th April, .Mr, Gandhi in company o f Mrs, Gandhi 
Messrs. Manv Subed&r, V, J. Paid and others visited three 
villages, viz., Kasar, Ajarpura and Smiarkha in Anand Ta- 
luku.

At Ajmpura which was visited by the Mar^latdar o f the 
Taluka only two days lack and when he had taken great 
pains to explain to Hie people why they should now pay up the 
revenm without any further delay, bid where all efforts had 
proved fruitless, a meeting of about a thousand mm and three 
hundred, ladies was held, Here Mr, Gandhi delivered a long 
address, He said :—

.First of all i  want to talk to you a little about th e  
Mamlatdur’s visit The Mamlatdar told you that the covo-

n
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riant must be observed. Bat 'he misinterpreted the mean
ing of the covenant. He told you that your forefathers 
had entered into- a covenant with the Government to pay a 

' certain, assessment for the lands in their possession. '.Now 
let us see an to what kind of covenant our forefathers had 
entered into. Our ancient law coverthnt.is that wo should 
give to our king one-fourth of the grains that grow in. Our 
fields. I t  meant that whenever our crops failed we had to 
pay nothing. The present Government have changed this 
law. and .forces us to pay in money. I  do not knmv whether 
i t  has gained thereby. Perhaps they may .have. But re
member well that this is our ancient law, and you have 
taken the Vow in accordance with it. And again it is the 
Government law that if the crops are under four annas, 
the collection of revenue must be suspended till the next 
year. This year you sincerely believe that your crops are 
under four annas and therefore your revenue must be sus
pended, The Government say that it is not your right, 
but it is only a grace that it suspends revenue till the next 
year. Let me declare to you that it is no grace on the 
part of Government, but it is your right. And if i t  is a 
grace Government cannot show it at its sweet will.”

He then pointed out that the real significance of the 
struggle Ly in the -fact that it would revive.the old village 
republics. The key of village sell: government lay in the 
assertion of public opinion. He then exhorted them to bo 
fearless.- ‘He then said that Satyagmha must pervade 
through all their life. 1

1 k' ! . ■■ . • h ■> - :;>•»
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: 4REPLY TO KAXRA PRESS NOTE,

Mr. M. K. Gandhi sent the following reply to the 
press note issued by the Bombay Government in the first pm k  
of May 1918 on the^situation in tfye Kaim District.

The 'Government press note on the Kaira trouble is 
remarkable for the sins both of omission and commission.
As to the paragraph devoted to Messrs. Parekh’s and 
Patel’s investigations 1 wish only to say that; at the 
interview with his Excellency the Governor, the Com
missioner challenged the .accuracy of their statements, I 
immediately suggested the appointment of a committee 
of inquiry. Surely, it was the most proper thing that the 
Government could have done, and the whole of the un
seemly executions, the removal of the cultivators’ milch 
cattle and their ornaments, the confiscation orders, could 
have been avoided. Instead, as the press note says, they 
posted a Collector 4 of long experience.’ What could he 
do % The best of officials have to move in a vicious circle.
They have to carry out the traditions of a service which 
has made of prestige a fetish and which considers itself to 
be almost infallible, and rarely admits its mistakes.

With reference to the investigation by Mr, Devdluu 
and his to-workers, the press note leaves on the reader 
the impression that the Commissioner had responded to 
their suggestions. At the interview a t which I was pre
sent he challenged the report they had submitted to him 
and said distinctly that whatever relief he. granted would 
not bo granted because of the report which he said in 
substance was not true so far as it contained any new
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things and was not new in so far as it contained any true 
statements,

•I cannot weary the public, with the tragedy in the 
Mater Taluk a. In  certain villages of the T&luka which are 
affected by the irrigation canals they have a double grie
vance ; (1) the ordinary failure of crops by reason of 
the -excessive -rainfall and, (2) the total destrution of crops 
by reason of overfi.oodi.og. In the second ease, they are 
entitled to full remission. So far as I  am aware, in many 
cases it has not been granted.

I t  is .not correct to say that the Servants of India 
Society stopped investigation in the Thasra Taluka be
cause there was no ease for inquiry but because they 
deemed it unnecessary, so their report says, as I  had de
cided, to inquire into the crops of almost every village.

MS. QAKDHl’S CHAliVJUBNGE NOT ACCEPTED.

The press note is less than fair in'calling my method 
of inquiry ‘ Utopian.’ I do adhere to mv contention th a t 
if the cultivators’ statements may be relied upon my me
thod cannot but yield absolutely reliable results. Who 
should know better than the cultivator himself the yield 
of his crops ? I  refuse to believe that lakhs of men could 
conspire to tell an untruth when there was no great gain 
in view , and suffering, a certainty. I t . is impossible for 
tbousah# °f men to learn by heart figures as to the yield,
....actual and probable—of over' ten crops so that the total-
in each case would give less than a four-anna crop., I  
contend th a t my method contains automatic safeguards 
against deception. Moreover I  had challenged the official 
annawari alike of kharif and rabi crops. When I  did so 
the rabi crops were still standing. I had, therefore, sug
gested that they could out the rabi crops and test the  
yield and thus find the true annawari. I  had ‘suggested.

• v  V '-J  ■'■ : . '■ : a W ; ' 1" ! ':  - • ' ■ V ” ' ’ v':‘ 'i ■; ■-
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-this specially of Vadthal. My argument was that 
if the cultivators’ annawari of such mbi crops was found 
"5o be-correct and the officials' wrong, it was not improper 
to infer that the cultivators’ valuations regarding the 
liharif crop:? ware also right. My offer was not accepted.
I  may add that I had asked to be allowed to be present 
when the collector visited Vadthal which was taken as a 
test village. This request was also not acceded to.

The note is misleading inasmuch as it states that in 
arriving at my annawari 1 have not taken into account 
the rabi crops or the cotton crop. I  have taken these 
crops into account, I  have simply questioned the logic of 
the official system. The reason is obvious. If  out of a 
population of one thousand men only two hundred men 
grew rabi crops, it would Joe Lightly unjust to the eight 
hundred men to force up their annawari if without the 
rabi crops their crops showed only four annas or under.

0110*8 1 N.AIXJ 0IIAOIBS. I,
I  am surprised at the gross inaccuracies in the para

graph devoted to tho crops in Limbasi, I n the first ins
tance I was not present when the official, inquiry was 
made, and in the second instance the wheat, which is 
valued at Es, 13,445, included wheat also from two 
neighbouring villages so that out of the crops estimated 
atRs. 13,445 three assessments had to be paid. And 
what are Es, 13,445 in a population of eighteen hundred 
men ?. For the matter of that, I  am prepared to admit 
that the Limbasi people had a rice crop which too gave 
thorn as many rupees, At the rate of forty rupees per 
head per year to feed a man the Limbasi people Would re
quire Es. 72,000 for their food alone. I t  may interest 
the public to know that according to the official annawari 
the Limbasi wheat alone should have been who
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Bs. 83,021. This figure Las been supplied to me by the
collector. To demonstrate the recklessness with which 
the .Press Note' has been prepared I  may add that if the 
lira.has! people are to be believed the whole of the wheat 
crop was on the threshing floor. According to their 
statements, nearly one third was foreign wheat. The 
Li mbast wheat, therefore, w o u ld  be under Us. 9,000. The 
official annawari is ten annas. Now according to the 
actual yield the wheat annawari. of Limbasi was 11 annas 
as against the official ten annas. Moreover. a maund of 
wheat per Vigha is required as seed and the Limbasi 
cultivator,? had 3,000 (Rs. 3 per maund equals Rs, 9,000) 
maunds of wheat on .1,965 Vighas ; i, e., the wheat, ciop 
was a trifle over the seed, Lastly, whilst the crop was 
under harvest X had offered to the collector to go ov er to 
Timbasi myself and to have it weighed so that, there 
might be no question of the accuracy or other wise of the 
cultivators’ statements. But the collector did not accept 
■my offer Therefore, I hold that the cultivators’ figures 
must be accepted as true,

ADVOCACY OS' PASSIVE .RESISTANCE.

Merely to show how hopelessly misleading the Press 
jfote is l  may state tha t the Gujarat Sabba did not pass 
e, ■ resolution advising , passive resistance. 'Nor that 
it  would have shirked it but t felt myself that 
passive resistance should not be the subject of 
a resolution in a Sabba, whose constitution was governed 
b ’ the rule of majority and so the Gujarat Sabha’s reso
lution left it open to individual members to follow their 
own bent of mind. I t  is true that most of the active mem
bers of the Sabba are engaged in the Kalra trouble.

I  must repudiate totally the insinuation that I 
dissuaded paymentby people who wished to pay. The
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figures given in the Press Note showing the collection 
• in the different Taluhas if they prove anything prove that 

the hand of the law has hit them hard and that the fears 
Of the Ravanis and the Talatis have proved too strong for 
them. When after confiscation and sales under execution 
the Government show a clean bill and no arrears wilt they 
contend that there was no case for relief or inquiry ?

I admit that the suspension is granted as a matter of 
grace and not as a matter of right enforceable by (aw, hut 
the concession is not based on caprice, but is regulated 
by properly defined rules, and jfthe Government do not 
contend that if the crops had been under four annas they 
could have withheld suspension. The sole point through
out has been the difference as to anmtwari. If it is true 
that in granting concessions the Government take into 
account also other circumstances, e, g,, in the words of 
the Press Note, the general economic situation, suspen 
sion is doubly necessary this year because of the plague 
and high prices, The collector told me definitely that he 
could not take this last into account. He could grant 
suspension only under the rules which had reference only 
to crops and nothing else.

I  think I have shown enough here to warrant a 
Committee of inquiry and I submit that as : matter of
principle it would be worth while ’granting the inquiry 
even if one cultivator remains with an arrear against him, 
because there is nothing found to attach and the Govern 
ment might be reluctant to sell his lands. The people 
have challenged the accuracy of Talatis’ figures ; some 
cases there are Talatis themselves ready to come 
forward to show that they were asked to put up 
the annawari found by them. But if the inquiry is now 
held to be unnecessary, why do the Government not.
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grant suspension, especially when admittedly there is only 
a. small number left to collect from and more especially 
when if suspension is granted well-to-do -cultivators are 
ready to pay.

I t  is evident now that. Government have surrendered 
the question of principle for which, the commissioner has 
stood. ■ - lilf ll* : '

VIOBBOY’S CALI. FOE COSCOBD.
The Viceroy has appealed for the sinking of domestic 

differences. Is  the appeal confined only to the ryots or 
may the officials also yield to the popular will when the 
popular demand is not immoral or unjust and thus pro
duce contentment ?

I f  distress means starvation, l admit tha t the Kaira 
people are not starving. But if sale of goods to pay 
assessment or to buy grain for food be an indication 
of distress there is enough of it in the district.
I  am prepared to show that hundreds have paid 
their assessment either by incurring debts or
by selling their trees, cattle or other valuables.
Tlio most grievous omission in the Press Note,
however, is just, of the fact that collections are being made 
in a vindictive spirit. The cultivators are being taught a 
lesson, for their contumacy so called. They are under 
threat to lose their lands worth 3 crores of rupees for an 
assessment of 4 lakhs of rupees. In  many eases a quar
ter of the assessment has been exacted as a penalty, Is 
there not in the above narrative room for a doubt that 
the officials may be in the wrong ?
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'The following is tM 'translation o f & manifesto issued in 
Cujarati to the people o f Kaim by hlessrs, M. K. '(ranT/d 
and VoMahhhhai </. Patel,

The struggle that the people of the district of Karra 
entered upon cm she 2.2nd of March last, has come to ah 
end. The people took the following vow on that day.

“ Our village has had crops under four anxias. We there
fore requested the Government to postpone collection to the 
next year, tmt they did net do so. W & the undersigned there 
fore solemnly declare that we shah not pay the assessment for 
the year whether it be wholly or in part. Wo shall undergo all 
the sufferings that may result from such refraining. We shall 
also allow our lands to be confiscated should they do so.
But ’We shall not by voluntary payment allow ourselves to be 
regarded as liars and thus lose our self-respect. If the Govern
ment would graciously postpone for all the remaining villages 
collection of the balance of the revenue, wo, who ban afford'it, 
would be prepared to pay up revenue whether it. be in full or in 
part. The reason why the- well-to-do amongst us would not 
pay is that if they do, the needy ones would out of fright soil 
their chattels, or incur debts and pay the revenue and thus 
suffer. Wo believe that it is the duty of the well-to-do to 
protect the needy against such a plight."

The meaning of this vow is that the Government 
suspending collection of the revenue fyora the poor, the 
well-to-do should pay the assessment due by them, The 
Mamlatdar of Nadiad at Uttersunda, on the 3rd of J une 
issued such orders, whereupon the people of TJtitersanda, 
who could afford, were advised to pay up. Payments 
have already commenced there,

On the foregoing order’ having been passed at Uttar- 
sanda a letter was addressed to the Collector stating that 
if orders like the one m Utfeersanda were passed every

.......  7 "T ';V  . ^  V.'V ■ " , .. , I • : ' . ;.; . .•'.
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■wli«ra the struggle would come to an end, and it would 
bo possible to inform His .Excellency the Governor on the 
10th,instant—the day of the sitting of the Provincial 
War Conference—that the domestic difference in Kaira 
was settled; The Collector has replied to the effect that the 
order like the one in Ufctersanda is applicable to the whole 
district. Thus the peoples’ prayer has at last been granted.
The Collector has also stated in reply to a querry about 
Chothai orders that the orders will not be enforced against 
those who may voluntarily pay up Our thanks are due 
to the Collector for this concession.

AN END WITHOUT GRACE.

We are obliged to say with sorrow that although the 
Struggle has come to an end it is an end without grace.
I t  lacks dignity. The above orders have not been passed 
either with generosity or with the heart in them. I t  very 
ranch looks as if fhoarders have been passed with the 

' greatest reluctance. The Collector says.:—
“ Orders were issued to all mamlatdars on the 25th April 

that no pressure should be put on those unable to pay. Their 
attention was again drawn to these orders in a proper circular 
Jasned by m e on the 22nd of May and to-ensure that proper 
effect was given to thorn.The mamlatdars were advised to divide 
the defaulters in each village into two classes, those who could 
pay and those who were unable to pay on account of poverty,”

If  this vng so why were these orders, not. published 
to the people ? Had they known them on the 25th April 
what sufferings would they not have been saved from.
The expenses that were unnecessarily incurred by the 
Government in engaging the officials of the district in 
effecting executions would have been saved. Wherever 
the assessment was uncollected the people Jived with their 
lives in their hands. They have lived away from thei® 
homes to avoid attachments. They have not had even
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enough food. The women have suffered what th^v 
ought not to have. At times, they have been obhged to 
put. up with insults from insolent Circle Inspectors'll a,l<* 
to helplessly watch their milch buffaloes taken- 'iVvaJ 
from them. They have paid Chotfad fines anc 
they known the foregoing orders they would have been 
saved all the miseries. The officials knew that this: relief 
for the poor was the crua of the struggle. The Commis
sioner would not ever look sit this difficulty. Msnj 
letters were addressed to him but he remained unbending.
He said : “Individual relief cannot be granted, it is not the 
law.” Now the Collector says : “The orders of April do,-. 
so far as it related to putting pressure on those who were 
really unable to pay on account of poverty were m e re ly  

a restatement of what are publicly known to be the stand
ing orders of Government on that subject.” If this is 
really true the people have suffered deliberately and 
through sheer obstinacy ! At the time of going to Delhi 
Mr. Gandhi wrote to the Commissioner requesting him 
to grant or to issue orders to the above effect so that the 
good news could'be given to His Excellency the Viceroy,
The Commissioner gave no heed to the request,

OFIVCIALS’ onmsAov.
“We are moved fay the sufferings of the people, we perceive- 

our mistake and in order to placate the people we ace now 
prepared to grant individual relief,” the officials co u ld  have 
generously said all this and endeared themselves to the people, 
but hey have obstinately avoided this method (of winning 
them over.) And even now relief has been granted in a nig 
gardly manner, involuntarily and without admission of any 
mistake. It is even claimed that what has nhw been granted 
in nothing' new. And hence we say that there is little grace in 
the settlement.

The officials have failed to be popular because of their 
obstinacy, because of their mistaken belief that they 
should never admit being in the wrong and because of
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their having made it a fetish that it should never be said 
of them that they had yielded to anything like popular 
agitation. I t  grieves us to ffer this criticism. But w® 
have permitted ourselves to do so as their friends,

A TRIBUTE TO KAIBA PEOPLE

But though the official attitude is thus unsatisfactory, 
our prayer has been granted and it; is our duty to accept 
the concession with thankfulness. Now, there is only 8 
pop ceufr. of the assessment remaining unpaid, i t  was a 
point of honour with us till now to refuse payment, Con
ditions having materially altered it is a point of honour 
for a Satyagrahi to pay up the assessment. Those who can 
afford should pay without causing the Government the 
slightest trouble and thus show that when there is no con
flict between the dictates of conscience and those of man
made Law they are able to compel anybody to obey the law 
of the land, A Satyagrahi sometimes appears momenta
rily to disobey laws and the constituted authority, only to 
prove in the end his regard for both.

In  making a list of those who are unable to pay wo 
should apply a test so rigid that no one can challenge out 
finding, Those' whose incapacity for payment is at all 
in doubt should consider it their duty to p&y. The final 
decision as to the incapacity for payment will rest with 
the authorities, but we believe that the judgment ©f the 
people will have its full weight,

HONOUR OF A SATYACIRAHI

By their courage the people of Kaira have drawn the 
attention of the whole, of India, During the last six 
months they have had full taste of the fruits of observing 
truth, fearlessnes, unity, determination nd self-sacrifice.

Bit WAlfW* .•. ' Y ; - i ,  ';••• jjyvvhv-.v'-.; ; \ - y '  lib:'••%k;fesgafeKyeyK&Ar,;• '•
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Wfc hop© that they will still further cultivate these great 
qualities, will move forward in the path of progress, and 
shed lustre on the name of the Motherland, I t  is our firm 
belief that the people of Kaira have truly served their own 1 
cause, as well as the cause of Swaraj and the Empire.

May God bless you.

THE LAST PHASE

The Sa&yagraha Campaign in Kaim was thus practically 
over Several meetings were held, seme to greet the Satya- 
qrahis released from Jail, some to celebrate the victory of the 
Campaign and several more tojlo honour to Mr. Gandhi for 
his wise and courageous lead. Ml the meeting of the 27th 
July at Jtiadiad Mr. Gandhi thus welcomed those who were 
released from the jcdl.

We stand on the threshold of a twilight-—whether 
morning or evening twilight wo know not. One is follow
ed by the night, the other heralds the dawn. If we want 
to ;: 3e the dawning day after the twilight and not the 
mournful night, it behoves every one of us who are Howe 
Eulers to realise the tru th  at this juncture to stand for it 
against any odds and to preach and practise it at any cost- 
unflinchingly. Only will the correct practice of tru th  en
title them to the name of Home Eulers.
I t  happened that some one who preceded had said in the 
course o f  Ms speech that he was the disciple of Mr. Fan dym 
who in turn was the disciple of Mahatma Gandhi. Almost 
the whole o f Mr. Gandhi's address urns in answer to this 
statement. Be said:—
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As the fates would have it, it happens that with my 
longer stay and increasing familiarity i n India, the unen
viable name of “ Guru ” is being given me. Borne do not 
hesitate to. volunteer for others and talk of them as my 
disciples. But I  may give them a warning. I  am not 
insensible that this warning carries with it a sense of 
self-esteem, but even at the risk, of being styled co n ce ited  
I  would give the warning, I  say that it is not within me 
fed be anybody’s ** Guru.” I  have always and will a lw ays 
disclaim this title. I, who am in search of a spiritual 
Guru, how can I  arrogate to myself the title of a Guru ?
I  cannot even, think of being any body’s political guru in 
the sense that I  applied the term to the late Mr. Gokhale, 
for I  am but an infant in politics. Another thing is that 
I  would be infinitely pained to find one who calls himself 
my disciple going astray, or falling short of . my expecta
tions and i. want to spare myself that pain. X, therefore, 
ask you to think a million times before you proceed to say 
tha t you are anybody’s dkeiple, Our whole life is but 
an experiment and our skill lies in always keeping the 
grain from the chaff. I  wish you all to join me in this 
great experiment, not as disciples but as my brothers and 
sistersy regarding me if you choose, as your elder brother.
To be a guru I  must be myself flawlessly perfect, which I  
can ne’ er claim to be, Speaking of Mr Mohanlal Pandya 
the Mahatma said : The honour for the victory belongs to 
Mr. Pandya in a special sense. I  am everywhere being 
regarded as one living in the Blysian heights of perfectness, 
as one by profession, a Satvagrahi, and as standing apart 
from all, capaple of conceiving anything and achieving 
anything. Na one therefore ventures to emulate my ex
ample. But Mr. Mohanlal Pandya was still a novice in 
the trade, he began his s ady of Satyagraha early in the
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'Campaign and has now. von .hie degree'of the Master of 
Arts, His influence, therefore* told on aU and he could 
infect many others with his courage ami love of tru th  
'Concluding, the Mahatma said tha t Satyagraha had 
multitudinous applications and one could not call himself 
a real Satyagmhi unless he had realised all. of them,

The meeting in Nudiitd was sailed for the special pttrpoee of 
doing hownw to Mr. Gandhi. On receiving the address 
Mr. Gandhi spoke to this effect;—

u I  am grateful to you for the address of honour you 
have given me. But a 'servant of the people cannot accept 
honours. He is supposed to have consecrated his all to 
the people and I could but consecrate all that you have 
given me, to you. One who has made “ service ” his re- 
ligion, cannot lust for honour ; the moment ho does so, he 
is lost, I  have seen that some are inspired by the lust of 
help while some by the lust of fame. The lust of help is 
sordid enough, but that of fame is even more so, The 
misdeeds that the latter leads a man into one more wicked 
than those into which the former does. I  therefore be
seech you that if you want really to do me honour do not 
please give me a shower bath of addresses and honours.
The best way to honour me is to do ray behest and to carry 
my principles into practice. And what, forsooth, have I  
done in this campaign ? If  anything, I  can only claim the 
cleverness that is necessary for a commander in picking out 
men for his campaign. I was clever enough in doing tha t 
but there too 1 should not have achieved anything 

i f  you had not acquitted yourselves well. The choice 
of ray lieutenant, I  may here add, was particular 
iy happy. I  will say tha t without the help of Mr. V. J .
Patel we could not have won the campaign, He had a
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splendid practice, he had Ids municipal work to do, -but lie 
•renounced it all and throw himself In the campaign, But 
before I close I must give my tribute of praise to those 
who deserve it more than all the rest, and whose names 
will probably never adorn your honours list. First and 
foremost I  place the sweeper in the Ananihashnun, who 
has rendered me a service which is service in the highest 
sense of the term, and for which X can never express ade
quate gratefulness. Next come the children of the 
Ashram, who have .ungrudgingly without any sense of 
reward served me, looked after me at all hours of the day 
and the night, and thus rendered, a service of which vakils 
and barristers are incapable.
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INDIAN PROBLEMS

THE DUTIES OF BE ITE3H C IT m lU S H IP .

The following statement, mads by Mr. Gandhi at the time o f 
the troubles in the Transvaal explains his attitude towards 
lav) and legislators and enunciates the duties of true British 
citizenship:—

I consider myself a lover of the British Empire, a citi
zen (though voteless) of the Transvaal, prepared to take 
my full share in promoting the general well-being of the 
country. And I claim it to be perfectly honourable and 
consistent with the above profession to advise my country
men not to submit to the Asiatic Act, as being derogato ry 
to their manhood and offensive to their religion. And l 
claim, too, that the method, of passive resistance adopted 
to combat the mischief in the clearest and safest, because, 
if the cause is not true, it is the resistors, and they alone, 
who suffer. I  am perfectly aware of the danger to good 
government, in a country inhabited by many races un
equally developed, when an honest citizen.advises resistance 
to a law of the land. But I  refuse to believe in the in- 
fallibility of legislators. I do believe that they are not 
always guided by generous or even just sentiments in than 
dealings with unrepresented classes. I venture to say that 
if passive resistance is generally accepted, it will once and 
for ever avoid the contingency of a terrible death-struggle 
and bloodshed in the event (not impossible) of the natives 
being exasperated by a stupid mistake of our-legislators.

13
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I t has been said that those who do not like the law may 
le.-.ve the con.a try. This is all very well, spoken from a 
cushioned chair, bat. it  is neither possible nor becoming 
for men to leave their homes because they do not sub 
scribe to certain laws enacted against them. The Uitlan* 
ders of the Boer regime complained of harsh laws; they, 
too, were told that it they did not like them, they could 
re tire  from the country. Are Indians, who are lighting 
for their self-respect to slink away from the country for 
fear of suffering imprisonment or worse? If I  could help 
it, nothing would remove Indians from the country save 
brute force. I t  is no part of a citizen’s duty to pay blind 
obedience to the laws imposed on him. And if my coun
trymen believe in God and the existence of the soul, then, 
while they may admit that their bodies belong to the state 
Co f>e imprishnod and deported, their minds, thou wills, 
and their souls must ever remain free like the birds of the 
air, and are beyond the reach of the swiftest arrow.

CIVIC FREEDOM

ijie course of a conversation on board during a  voyage to 
Engl,and, M r. G andh i enunciated his ideas on the sentiment 
o f civic freedom as follows :
' Ile we»i recalled an incident that happened when he 

went to England. A gentleman on board said, 1 1  see you 
are going to London in older to get rid of the dog's

liar 1” Precisely J it  was because they did not want to • 
wear a dog's collar that they had put up that fight. They 
were willing to sacrifice everything for sentiment, .but it 
was a noble s e n t i m e n t .  I t  was a sentiment that had to b e  

c ho risked as a religious sentiment. I t  wan a sentiment 
that bound people together ; it was a sentiment that
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^ound creatures to the Creator, That, was the sentiment 
'for which he asked them, advised them, if necessary, to 
die. Their action would be reflected throughout the Bri
tish Dominions, through the length and breadth of India, 
and they were now upon their trial. . . , There was no
better and no four for a man who believed in God. No 
matter what might be said, ho would always repeat that it 
■was a Struggle for religious liberty. By religion they did. 
not mean formal religion, or customary religion, but that 
religion which underlay all religions, which brought them 
face to face with, their Maker. If the)' ceased to be men ; 
if, on taking a deliberate vow, they broke that vow in ’ 
order that they might remain in fcha Transvaal without 
physical inconvenience, they undoubtedly forsook their 
•God. To repeat again4jhe words of the Jew of Nazareth,,, 
those who would follow God had to leave the world, and 
he had called upon. Ms countrymen, in that particular in
stance, to leave the-world and cling to God, as a child 
would cling to the mother’s breast;.

Their natural deaths they could, die far outside the 
Transvaal, wherever there was a piece of earth given them., 
but if they would die a noble death, a man's death, there 
was only one course open to them. . . The handful of 
Indians who had a right to remain in the Transvaal should 
be allowed to remain as worthy citizens of a mighty Em 
pire, but should not remain as beasts so long as he could 
help it.
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A FLEA FOB THE SOUL.

The fallowing is an extract front im fatter of the Londonr 
correspondent o f tike " Amrita Bazaar P airikaf mmmarieinff- 
m> address delivered by Mr. Gandhi before the Members o f  
the Emerson ('.Hub and o f the Hampstead Branch of the Peace 
and Arbitration Society whilst in London,

Mr. Gandhi turned to India, and spoke with enthusiasm 
of Bama, the victim, of the machinations of a woman,, 
choosing fourteen years’ exile rather than surrender ; other 
Orientals were mentioned, and then, through the Doukha*- 
hors of to-day, he brought the thoughts of the audience to 
the soul resistance of Indians-wans brute force in South 
Africa. He insisted that it was completely a mistake to - 
believe that Indiana were incapable of lengthened resis
tance for a principle; in their fearlessness of suffering 
they were second to none, in the world. Passive resistance ■ 
had been called a weapon of the weak, but Mr. Gandhi 
maintained tha t it required courage higher than that of a 
soldier on the battlefield, which was often the impulse of 
the moment; fox' passive resistance was continuous and 
sustained: it meant physical suffering. Some people 
were inclined to think it too difficult to be carried out to 
day, fcut those who held th a t idea were not moved by 
true courage. Again referring to Oriental teaching, Mr. 
Gandhi said that the teaching of the “ Lord’s Song” was, 
from the beginning, the necessity of fearlessness. He 
touched on th e  question of physical force while insisting 
that it  was not thought of by Indians in the Transvaal 
He does not want to share in liberty' for India that is 
gamed by violence and bloodshed, and insists that n%
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■■country ie so capable as India for wielding soul force,, Mr.
* Gandhi did not approve of the militant tactics of the Stiff- 
■ragettee for the reason that they were meeting body force 
with body force, and not using the higher power of soul 
force; violence begot violence. He maintained, too, tha t 
the association of Britain and India—-must be a mutual 
benefit, if India—eschewing violence—did not depart from 
her proud position of being the giver and the teacher of 
religion, tt If  the world believes in the existence of the1 
soul." he said in conclusion, “ it must be recognised that 
soul force is better than body force : it is the sacred prin
ciple of love which moves mountains. On us is the res
ponsibility of living out this sacred law ; we are not con
cerned with results.”

Mr, Gandhi protested against the mad rush af to
day, arid, instead of blessing the means by which modern 
science has made this mad rush possible, th^t is, railways, 
motors, telegraph, telephone, and even the coming flying 
machines, he declared that they were diverting mans 
thoughts from the main purpose of life ; bodily * comfort 
Stood before soul growth ; man had no time to-day even to 
know himself ; he preferred a newspaper or sport or other 
things rather than to be left alone with himself for 
thought. He claimed Buskin as on his side in this ex

pression of protest against the drive and hurry of modern 
civilisation. He did not describe this development, of 
material science as exclusively British, but he considered 
tha t its effect in India had, been baneful in many ways.
He instanced the desecration of India's holy places, which 
he said were no longer holy, because the fatal facility of 

■locomotion had brought to those places people whose only 
nim was to defraud the unsophisticated : such people, m. 
th e  olden days when pilgrimages meant long and wean.-
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some walking through jungles, crossing' rivers, and on- 
countering* many dangers, had not the stamina to reach 
the goal.. Pilgrimages in those days could only be under 
taken by the cream of society, but they came to know 
each o ther; the aim of the holy places was to make .India 
holy. Plague and famine, which existed in pre-British days*, 
were local then ; to-day, rapid locomotion had caused them, 
to spread. To avoid the calamity which intense materia
lism a.net bring, Mr, Gandhi urged that India should go 
back to her former holiness which is not yet lost, The 
con tact with the “West has awakened her from the lethargy 
into which she had sunk : the new spirit, if properly 
directed, would bring blessing to both nations and to the 
world. If India adopted Western, modern civilisation as 
d.rpan h *,d done, there must be perpetual conflict and 
grasping between Briton and Indian, If, on the other 
hand, Indio.-srancient civilisation can withstand this latest 
assault, as it has withstood so many before, and be, as of 
old, the religious teacher; the spiritual guide, then there- 
would be no impassable barrier between East and West.
Borne circumstances exist, said Mr, Gandhi, which we can
not understand ; but the main purpose of life is to live 
rightly, think rightly, act rightly * the soul must* 
languish when we give all our thought to the body,
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The following fa the summary of an address delivered 
of the Students’ Mali, College Square, Calcutta, in March 
(915, with the Hon. Mr, Lyon in the chair„

Though it ||tts the command of his Guru, the late 
Mr, Gokhalo that Mr. Gandhi, during his stay here should 
keep his ears open but; his mouth shut, he could not resist 
the temptation of addressing the meeting, I t  was the 
opinion of the speaker as well as his departed Guru that 
politics should not be a sealed book to the student commu
nity ; for ho saw no reason why students should not study 
and take part in politics. He went the length of saying 
that politics should not be divorced from religion. They 
would agree with him as well as their teachers, professors 
and the worthy Chairman that literary education is of no 
value, if i t  is not able to build up a sound character, Could 
it be said that the students or .the public men > in this 
country are entirely fearless ? This question engaged the 
speaker's serious attention although he was in exile. He 
understood what political dacoity or political assassination 
was. He had given the subject his most careful attention 
and he came to the conclusion that some of the students of 
his country were fired no doubt with zeal in their mind's 
and with love for their motherland, but they did not 
know how they should love her best. He believed that 
some of them resorted to nefarious means, because they 
did not work in the fear-of God, but in the fear of man.
He was there to tell them that if he was for fkditicu, he 
must speak out sedition and think loudly and take the

i '  s \  , , • ' t , ,  i v  . .  t  * !
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consequence, If he did so, it would clear the atmosphere 
of any taint of hypocrisy, If the students, who are the 
hopes of India, m y, perhaps of the Empire, did not work 
in the fear of God, but in the fear of man, in the fear of 
the authorities—the Government whether it is represent
ed by'the British or an indigenous body, the results would 
‘prove disastrous bo the country, They should always keep 
their minds open, regardless of what the consequence 
would bo ; youths who have resorted to daeoities and. 
assassinations, were misguided youths with whom they 
should have absolutely no connection, They should con
sider those persons as enemies to themselves-and-to their 
country. But.he did not for a moment suggest that they 
should hate those, people. The speaker was not a belieyor 
in Government,; he would not have any Government. Ho 
believes that Government is the best that governs the 
least. But whatever ins personal views were, ho must 
say that misguided aoal that resorts to daeoities and 
•assassinations cannot be productive of any good. Theta 
dacoities and assassinations are absolutely a' foreign 
growth in India. They cannot take root here and can
not he a permanent institution here, • History proves 
that assassinations have done no good, The religion of 
this country, the Hindu religion, is abstention from 
** Mmsa, f  that is taking animal life, That is, he believes 
tile guiding principle of all religions, The Hindu religion 
says that even the evil-dee; should not be hated. I t  says 
that nobody has any right to kill even the evil doer,
These assaadndtibns a re « western institution and the 
speaker warned bis hearers against these western methods 
and western evils. What have they done in the western 
world ? If  tb youths imitated them and believed that they 
could do the slightest good to India they were totally
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1 mistaken. Ho would not discuss wh&t Government was 
best for India, whet,her the British Government or the 
Government that existed before, though he believed that 
there was a great deal of room for improvement in the 
British Government, But he would advise his young 
friends to be fearless, sincere a ad be guided by the prin
ciple of religion. If  they had a programme for the coun
try, let them place it openly before the public. The 
speaker concluded the address with an appeal to the 
young men present, to be religious and bo guided by a 
spirit of religion and morality. I f  they were prepared to , 
die, the speaker was prepared to die with them. He 
would be ready to accept their guidance,. But if they 
wanted to terrorise the country, he should rise against 

rthem,

LOYALTY TO THE BRITISH EM PIRE,

At tie annual gathering o f the Madras Law Dinner in,
'April 1 9 1 5 , M-r, M. K, Gandhi wan specially invited to 
propose the toast of the British Empire, The lion'hie Mr•
Corbet, the Advocate-General, in doing so referred to Mr,
Gandhi as a very distinguished stranger,a stranger in the 
sense that they had not known him long, but one whose name 
they wtrs all familiar with, Mr, Gandhi was a member of 
the profession, though he had not lately practised. Mr.
Gandhi, he continued, was about to propose the, toast o f the 
British Empire, for the consolida tion o f which he had labour 
ed strenuously, With absolute self-devotion for many years,
Mr, Gandhi said :—

During my three months' tour in India, as also in 
South Africa, I have been m  often questioned how I, a 
determined opponent of modern civilization and an avowed

......... *  '  j  ■ ...... ..” t"  .............................................. . . „
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patriot, could reconcile myaelf to loyalty of the British 
Empire of which India was such a large p a rt; how it, va«- 
possible for me to find it consistent that. India and Eng
land could work together for mutual benefit. I t  gives 
me the greatest pleasure this evening at this great and* 
important gathering, to re-decJare my loyalty to this 
British Empire, and my loyalty is based upon very selfish- 
grounds. As a passive resistor I'discoveretl.that a passive 
register has to make good his claim to passive resistance, 
no matter u n d e r  what circumstances he finds himself, and 
1 discovered that the British Empire had certain ideals 
with which I have fallen in love, and one of those ideals is 
that every subject of the British Empire has the freest 
scope possible for his. energies and honour and whatever 
he thinks is due to his conscience, I think that this is 
true Of. the British Empire, as.lt is not true of any other 
■Government. (Applause.) I feel, as you here perhaps 
know, that I. am no lover of any Government and I  have- 
more than, once said that that Government is best which 
governs least, And I have found that it is possible for 
me to be governed least under the British Empire.
Hence my loyalty to the. British Empire. (Loud' 
.applause), . . • Villi’ l1# # ' 1

ADVICE TO STUDENTS.;.r! f A’v h ; , . ■ ' !'•. A

Mr, QwmM delivered the following speech at the Y. M. C, A . 
in  reply to the Madras Students* address on April %7f 191% 
ihfUon. Mr, V. S. Srinivasa Sastri presiding,

, "h | ' -*r Mr. Chairman and Dear Friends,---Madras has well- 
j nigh exhausted the English vocabulary In  using adjectives 

of virtue with reference to my wife and myself and, if I 
may bewailed upon to give an opinion as to. where I  have
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been smothered with kindness, lovo and atteotion, I 
would have to say : it is Madras. (Applause). But as- 
ijliave said ao often, I  believed i t  of Madras. So it is no 
winder to me that you are lavishing all these kindnesses 
with unparalleled generosity, and now the worthy |pre- 
Cadent of the Servants of India Society-—-under which 
society I  am going through a period of probation—has, i f  / -  ,
I  may say so, capped it  all. .A.ru I worthy /of these f , 
things H M y  a n sw er  from the innermost recesses of my 
heart is an emphatic “ Ho, ” But I  have come to India 
to become worthy of every adjective that you| may use, 
and all my life will certainly be dedicated to prove worthy 
of them, if I  am to be a worthy servant.

A nd so it is that you have iung that beautiful national 
song, on hearing which all I of us sprang to mu feet,
The poet has lavished all the adjectives that ho possibly 
could to describe Mother India.! He describes Mother 
India as sweet smiling, sweet-speaking, fragrant, all- 
powerful, ail good,.truthful, land flowing with milk and 
honey, land having ripe balds, fruits and graihs. knd .- ' .
inhabited| by a race of mom of whom we have only d’ L- 
picture in the great Golden Age, He pictures to us »• 
land which shall embrace in its possession thejfwhole of the 
world, the whole of humanity by the might or right not 
of physical power but of soul-power. Oan we sing 
that hymn? I  ask myself, “ can I,\by any right,,
spring to my feet when I listen to that song, The 
poet no doubt gave us a picture for our realisation, the 
words of which simply remain prophetic, and it is for you, 
the hope of India, to realise every word that the poet has 
said in describing this motherland of ours. To d.ty, I ■ • ( 
feel tha4these adjectives are very largely misplaced in his ^ j  
description of the motherland, and it is lor you and for

M j |  . ; : ' ( C T  ,
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' me to make good the claim that the poet has advanced j on. 
bo half of Ms motherland. i

m x  JURAL EDUCATION.

You, the students of Madras, as well as tlic students 
aii over India -are you receiving an education which ml* 
mako you worthy to realise that ideal and which jmli 
draw tlie best out of you, or is it an education v?'bich 
has hecoui© a factory for making Government employees 
os’ (darks in commercial offices.? Is the goal of j  the educa
tion that you are receiving that of mere employ
ment whether in the Government departments "or other 
departments ? If  that be the goal of your Education, if 
that is the! goal that you have set before yourselves, I  
feel and I  tear, that the vision which the poet pictured for 
himself is far from being realised, As you have heard| 
me say perhaps, or as you have read, I  am and I have 

‘’been a determined opponent of modern civilisation. I  
went you to turn your eyes to-day upon whatUe going on 
in Europe and if you have come to the conclusion that 
Europe is to-day groaning under the heels of the modern 

• cmiiaation than you and your elders \ will have to think 
twice before you can emulate that civilisation in our 
Motherland. But I have been told, “ How can we help 

•' it, seeing that our rulers bring that|culture to our Mo
therland.” Do not make any mistake about it a t all, I do 
mot; for one moment believe that it is for any rulers to 
bring that culturei to you, unless you are prepared to 
accept it, and if it be that the rulers bring that culture 
before us, 1 think that we have forces within ourselves to /  
■enable us to reject that culture without having to reject 
the rulers themselves. (Applause). I  have said on many
•a platform that the British race is with us, I  decline\to

Mb \
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go into the reasons why that race is with us, bat X do. be
lieve that it is possible for India if she would but live up- . 
to the traditions j of. the sages of whom you have hoard < ^  / 
from our worthy president, to transmit a message throughS---*' 
this great .race, a message not of physical might, but a 
message of jlove. And then, it will be yopr privilege to- 
conquer the conquerors not by shedding blood bub by 
sheer force of spiritual predominence. When 1 consider 
what is going on'fjo-day in. India. X think it is necessary 
for us to say what our opinion is in connection with the • 
political assassinations and political dacolties, I  feel that 
these are/purely a foreign importation which cannot take 
root in this land. But you the student world have to be* 
ware, lest mentally or morally you give, one thought of 
approval tojbhis kind of terrorism. M, as a passive resist- * J 
ter, will give you another thing very substantial for it. 
Terrorise yourself ; search within ; by all means resist 
tyranny wherever you find it ; by all means resist en 
croachment upon your liberty, but not by shedding the 
blood of the tyrant. That is not what is taught, by our 

• religion. Our rojjgion is based upon akimsa, which in its 
active form is nothing but Love, love not only to your 
neighbours, not only to your friends, but love even, to those 
who may be your enemies,

One word more in connection with the farad thing L 
think that if we were to practise truth, to practise ahv/ma 
we must immediately see that wo also practise fearless
ness, If our rulers are doing what ir  our opinion is 
wrong, and if we feel it our duty to let them hour our 
advice, even though it tnay bo considered sedition, I  urge 
you to speak sedition—but a t your peril, you must be pre
pared to suffer the consequences. And when you are ready 
to suffer the consequences and not hit below the belt, then
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’ I  Chink you will have spade good your right to have your 
advice heard even by the Govern fluent;.

til OHM AND DUTIES.
I  ally myself with the British Govern went, because I  

'believe that it is possible for me to claim equal partner- 
Skip with every subject of the British Empire. X to-day 
• claim that equal partnership. I  do not belong to a sub
ject race, I  do not call myself a member of « subject race.
But there is; this tiling : it is not for the British Governors 
•to give you, it is for you to take the thing, I  want and 
I  can take the thing, That I  want only by discharging 
my obligations. Max Muller has told us,—we need not go 
to Max Muller to interpret our own religion—but he says, 
our religion consists in four letters “ D-u-t-y” and not in 
the five letters R~i-g-h.-t’5. And if you believe that all 
that we want can go from a letter discharge of our 
duty, then think always of your duty and fighting along 
those lines ; you will have no fear of any man, you will fear 
only God. That is the message that my master—if I  may 
say so, your master too—Mr. Gokhale has given to us.
What is that message then ? I t  is in the constitution of 
the Servants of India Society aud that is the message b y  

which X wish to be guided in my life'. The message is to 
spiritualise the political life and the political institutions, of 
the country. "We must immediately set about realising its 
practice. The students cannot be awsry from politics.
Politics is as essential to them as, religion. Politics can
not be divorced from religion. My views may not be ac
ceptable to you, I  know. All the same, I  can only give 
you what is stirring mo to my very depths, On the au
thority of my experiences in South Africa I  claim that 
your count?/men who had not that modern culture, but 
who had that strength of the Bishia of old, who have
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inherited the tapascharya performed by the Kishis, with
out having known, a dingle word of English literature and 
without knowing anything whatsoever of the present mo
dern culture, they were able to rise to their full height.
-And what has been possible for the uneducated and illite
rate countrymen of ours in South Africa is ten times possi
ble for you and for me to-day in this sacred land of ours,
May that be your p riv ileg e  and may that be my privilege. 
(Applause.)

POLITICS AND THE PEOPLE.

Mr and Mrs, Gandhi on their wap to Tranquehar wai
ved at Mayavamm on the 22nd May, 1915, and th y  wore 
presented with, an address by the c Utzons of the town, ! n the 
course of his reply, Mr. Gandhi said :—

It was quite by accident that I  had the great pleasure 
of receiving an address from my ‘ Panchairm brethren, 
and there, they said that they were without convenience 
for drinking pater* they were without convenience for 
living supplies, and they could not buy or hold land. It 
was difficult for them even to approach Courts. Probably, 
the last is dtt^to their Liar, but a fear certainly not due 
to themselves, and who is then responsible for this state of * 
things ? Do we propose to perpetuate this state of things 
Is it a part of Hinduism ? I do not know, I.havo now to 
learn what Hinduism really is. In so far as I have been 
able to study Hinduism ̂ outside India, I have felt that i t \  j )  
is no part of real Hinduism to have in its hold a mass of 
people whom I  would call “ untouchables*” If it was! pro
ved to me that this is an essential part of Hinduism, I 
Tor one would declare myself an open rebel against Hin
duism itself. (Hear, hear)
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A m  the Brahmins itv. Mayav&ram Jequal .minded towards-■ 
the .Pariah ant! will they tell mo, if they are so equal mind
ed, that others will nos follow ? Uven if they say that 
they are prepared to | do so bat others will not follow, I  
shall have to disbelieve them until I  have revised my no
tions of Hinduism. If the Brahmins themselves consider - 
they are holding highjj position by penance and austerity, 
then they have themselves much to leara, t&fen they will 
be the people who have cursed and ruined the land.

My friend, the Chairman, lids ] asked me the question 
whether it is true that; I am at war with my leaders. *1 
say that l  am not at war with nay leaders, I  seem tojpe 
at war with my leaders because many things f have heard 
■scorn to be inconsistent with my notions of self-respect 
and with self-respect to my, Motherland jf I feel that they 
are-probably not discharging the sacred trust they have 
takpn upon their shoulders; but I  am sure I  am studying 

J ,  or endeavouring to take wisdom ivousjthem, but.I failed to 
take that wisdom. I t  may be that I  am inoprnjietimt and 
unfit to follow them. If so, 1 shall revise my ideas, SMI! I  
amfin a position to say that I  seem to be at. wav with my 
leaders. Whatever they do or whatever they say does not 
somehow or other appeal to me,/ The major part of what 
they say does not seem to be. appealing to me,

I find bore words of welcome in the English language,
I find in the CongressIprogramme a Resolution on Swade
shi. If  you hold that* you are Swadeshi and yet print 
these in English, then I am not Swadeshi. To me it 
spams that it ia/inoonsistent. I  have nothing to say against 
the English language. But. I do say that, if you kill the 
vernaculars and raise the English language on the tomb of 
tbeivernaculars (hear, hear), then you are not favouring 
Swadeshi in the right sense of the term. If  you feel that
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I  do not know Tamil, you should pardon me, your should 
excuse me and teach me and ask mo to learn Tamil and 
by having your welcome in that beautiful language, if you 
translate it to me, then 1 shouidjthink you ate performing 
some part of the programme. Then only I should think 
I  am being taught Swadeshi,

I  asked when we were passing through M&y&varatn 
whether there have [been any handlooms here and whether 
there were handloom-weavers here. I  was fco'xi that them 
were 50 handlooms in Mayavaram. W hat were they 
engaged in ? They were engaged chiefly! in prepar
ing “ Sarees” for our women. Then is Swadeshi to be 
confined only to the women % Is it to be only in their 
keeping ? I  do nob find that our J friends, the male 
population, also have their stuff prepared for them by 
these weavers and through their handlooms, (a voice ; 
there are 1,000 handlooms here.), There are, I  under
stand! one thousand handlooms. So much the worse for 
the leaders! (Loud applause.) If  these one thousand
handlooms are kept chiefly in attending to the wants of ..
our women, double this [supply of our handlooms and you ( L< 
will have all your wants supplied by our own weavers 
and there will be no poverty in the land. I  ask 
you and ssk\our friend the President how f ir  he is 
indebted to foreign goods for his outfit and if he 
can tell me that he has tried his utmost and still 
ha s/f ailed to outfit himself or rather to -fit himself out 
with Swadeshi clothing and therefore he has got this stuff*,
I  shall sit a t his feet and learn a lesson. \ What I  have 
been able to learn to-day is that it is entirely possible for 

without any extra cost, to fit myself with Swadeshi 
clothing.V How am I tcj learn through those who move or 7  
who at e supposed to be movers In the Congress, the secret 

14
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of the Resolution ? I sit at the feet of ray leaders, .1 sit a t 
the feet of the Mayavaram people and let thorn repeal the 
mystery, give rae the secret of the meaning, teach me how 
I  should behave myself and tell me whether it is .a part of 
toe National movement that I  should drive oft' those who 
are without dwellings, why cry for water and that I  should 
reject the advances of - those who cry for food. These are 
the questions which I  ask my friend here. Since X am 
saying something against you, I doubt whether I shall still 
enjoy or retain the affection of the student population and 
whether I  shall still retain the blessing of my leaders. I  
ask you to-have a large heart and give me a little corner in 
it. I  shall try  to steal into that corner. If. yon would 
be kind enough to teach me wisdom, I  shall learn 
wisdom in all humility and in all earnestness. I am pray
ing for it and I  am asking for it, I f  you cannot teach 
mo, I  again declare myself at war with my loaders. (loud  
cheers.)

THE REWARD OE PUBLIC LIFE.

. In  reply to the. tritiums*1 address at Bangalore presented in 
May 1915, Mr. Gandhi made the following speech :—

I did not want to be dragged in the carriage. There is 
a meaning in that, Let us not spoil our public men by 
dragging them. Let them work silently. Wo should not 
encourage the thought, that one has to work, because one 
will be honoured similarly, Let public men feel that they 
will be stowed, they will be neglected and let them, still 
love the country : for service is its own reward. A charge 
has been brought against us that wo as a nation are too 
demonstra tive and lack businesslike methods. We plead 
„uilty to the charge. Are we to copy modem activities or

• i y U i y - y ’-V.- '/■ L /  t V y y . i U .
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are wo to copy the ancient civilisation which hag survive,! 
so many shocks ? You and I have to act on the political 
platform from a spiritual side and if this is done, wo should 
then conquer the conquerors. The day will dawn tboa, 
when we can consider an Englishman as a fellow-citizen. • j 
'{Cheers). That day will shortly come; but it may be 
difficult to conceive when. X have had signal opportuni
ties of associating myself with Englishmen of character, 
devotion, uobiUtymnd. influence. le a n  assure you that 
the present wave of activity is passing away and a new •

. civilisation is coming shortly which will be a nobler one.
India is a great dependency and Mysore is a great Native 
State, I,t must be possible for you to transmit this mes
sage to British Governors and to British statesm en; the 
message is “ Establish a Ram .Eajya in Mysore and have 
as your minister a Vastshta who will command obedience/' 
(Prolonged cheers.) Then my fellow-countrymen, you can 
dictate terms to the conqueror, (Prolonged cheers.)

THREE SPEECHES ON GOKHALE 
h UNVEILING MR. GOKHALE’S PORTRAIT »

The. following is the speech ddiaared by Mr, Gandhi at 
Bangalore in unveiling a portrait of Mr. Gohkale in M aft 
1915.

My dear countryman,-—Before X perform this ceremony 
to which you have called me, I  wish to say this to you that 
you have given me a great opportunity or rather a privilege 
on this great occasion. X saw in the recitation,—the 
beautiful recitation that was given to me,—that God is" 
with them whose garment was dusty and tattered. My 
thoughts immediately went to the end of my garm ent; I  

exim iaai aaI foaai that it is not dusty aud it is not
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ta tte red ; i t  is fairly spotless and clean. God is not i& 
me. There axe other conditions attached ; but in these* 
conditions too I may fail; and you, my dear country men,,, 
may also fail; and if  we do tend this well, we should not. 
dishonour the memory of one whose portrait you have 
risked me to unveil this morning, I have declared myself * 
his disciple in the political field and I have biro as my 
Mega Ghmi; and this I  claim on behalf of the Indian 
people. I t  was in 1896 that I  made this declaration, and 
1 do not regret having made the choice.

Mr. Gokhale taught me that the dream of every Indian 
who claims to love bis country, should be not to glorify 
in  language but to spiritualise the political life of the- 
country and the political institutions of the country.
Ho inspired my life and is still inspiring; and in that i  
wish to purify myself and -spiritualise myself, I  have 
dedicated myself to that ideal, I may fail, and to what 
extent I  may fail, I  call myself to that extent an unworthy 
disciple of my master.

SIUMTUAMSIMO THE POLITICAL LIFE
"What is the meaning of spiritualising the political life- 

of the country ? What is the meaning of spiritualising 
myself ? That question has come before me often and 
often and to you it may seem one thing, to me it may 
seem another thing ; it may mean different things to the 
different members of the Servants of India Society itself.
I t  shows much difficulty and it shows the difficulties, of all 
those who want to love their country, who want to serve 
their country and who want to honour their country. I- 
think the political life must be an echo of private hfe and 
that there cannot ho any divorce between the two.

* * *. *
I  was by the side of that saintly politician to the end of
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’Ms life and I found no ego in him. I  ask you, members 
of the Social Service League, if there is no ego in yep. I f  
fee wanted to shine, if he wanted to shine in the political 

‘Held of his country, he did so not in order that he might 
gain public applause, but in order that his country may 
gain. He developed every particular faculty in him, note 
In order to win the praise of the world for himself, hut it* 
order that his country might gain. He did note seek public 
apple use, but it was showered upon him, it was 
■thrust upon him ; he wanted that his country might gain 
and that was his great inspiration.

There are many things for which India is blamed, very 
^rightly, and if you should add one more to our failures 
■the blame will descend not only on you but also on me for 
having participated in to-day’s functions. But I  have 
great faith in my countrymen.

Youaak mo to unveil this portrait to-day, and l will do 
so in all sincerity and that should be the end of your life.
(Loud and continued applause,)

II. THE LATE MR. GOKHALE

The following is the teat of Mrj, Gandhi’s speech at the 15<&
Bombay Provincial Conference held at Poona on X Oth and 
11 thJidy  1915, in seconding the Resolution on Mr,
GohhaU,

Mr. President, Brothers and Sisters,—Perhaps it is 
•impudent on my part to add anything to the feeling word3 
that have been spoken by Mrs. R&aade, The fact th a t 
she is the widow of the master’s master adds solemnity 
to the proceedings, which I  can only mar by any remarks 
1 may make, But, claiming as I  do to be one of Mr. 

ok bale’s disciples, you will forgive me if I say a few
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words which aie personal tit-bite. I t  was- ok board the* 
Crowprinz some years ago that I  found myself in the 
master’s company together with a common friend, Mr, 
IvalieKbach, a German. (Laughter.) Let me say that all 
Germans are not fiends ; nor are all German soldiers fiends.
M r. .Kulleubach is a German and a soldier, but I  feel that 
no purer-minded person to-day walks the earth in .Europe 
than  Mr. Kallonbach, (Hear, hear.) He was accepted 
as a worthy companion by Mr, Ookhale, who used to play 
with him the game of coits. Mr. Gokhale had just then, 
during the voyage from England to Capetown, picked up 
th a t game, and he very nearly gave Mr. Kallonbaeh a 
beating in the game. (Laughter.) X fancy th a t was a. 
drawn game between them ; and, let me add, Mr, Kallen- 
bacb, so far as X am aware, is one of the cleverest players 
of Colts in South Africa. Ju s t after tha t we had our 
meals at which Mr, Gokhale was talking to me with re
ference to the result of the game. He thought I  never 
indulged in such sports and that 1 was against them. He 
expostulated with me m kind words and said, *■ Do you 
know why I  want to enter into such competition with 
Europeans ? I  certainly want to do at least ns much as 
they can do, for the sake of our country. (Hear, hear,)
I t  is said, rightly or wrongly, that we are inferior people 
in many matters, and so far as I  can do it ”— and this he 
said in all humility—“ I  certainly want to show that we 
are at least their equals, if not their superiors,” That 
was one rnckle.it. On board the same steamer we were 
engaged in a hot discussion in connection with our dear 
motherland, and be was mapping out for me, as a father 
would for his child, a programme th a t I  was to  follow in 
India if X ever happened to see the motherland again, and 
in connection therewith there was one thing he said :—
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“ We luck in India character ; we want religious zeal in fc.hr 
political field,” . Shall we then follow the spirit of the 
master with the same 'thoroughness and the same religious 
zeal, so tha t we can-safely teach’ a child politics’? One of 
his missions in life, I  think, was to inculcate the lesson 
th a t whatever we do, we should do with thoroughness,
This it is not possible for urs mortals to  imitate- in any 
degree of perfection. W hatever he did, he did with a 
religious seal; that was the secret of .his success. He did 
not wear his religion on hie sleeves; he lived it. W hat
ever he touched, he purified ; wherever he went, he re 
created an atmosphere around him which was 'fragrant.. 
When he came to South Africa he electrified' the people 
there not only by his magnificent eloquence but by the 
sincerity of his character and-by the religious' devotion with 
which he worked. What was that devotion ? Ailing though 
he was, he was awake the whble night practically when ho 
was to have seen General Smuts.: he did so in order to  
prepare the case for his countrymeh. with a thoroughness 
that surprised the Leader of the Beer Government. W hat 
was -the result ? The result was'that he got the promise 
from the South African Government that the £3  fcnjr 
would bo gone in a few yeans, and the £ 3  tax  is no more.-. 
(Cheers.) I t  is no more there to grind down so many 
thousands of our countrymen. Mr Goklmlo is dead, bu t 
i t  is possible for you and for me to make his spirit live 
in us and through us, {Hear, hear.) We are about to 
pass resolutions which would expect us, the chosen repre
sentatives, it, or may be, the self-elected 'representatives of 
the people to do certain things, Shall we discharge cur 
tru st with the master’s devotion ? The people we repre
sent will base their verdict not upon our speeches but 
upon our actions, and how shall we act ? We have a right 

to  pass this resolution if we act in the spirit of the master
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Ilf. GOKHALE’S SERVICES TO INDIA

In  unveiling the portrait o f G-okhale at the Khalihdinot 
Hall, Karaaiii, on Tuesday the 29th February, 19X6, Mr.
Gandhi spoke as follows ;—

In Hyderabad, Sind, also, I  was asked to unveil % 
portrait of Mr. Qokhale ; and there I but to myself and 
to those present a question which l put to myself and to 
you now, That question is ; What right have I  to un
veil the portrait of Mr. Qokhale and what right have you 
to join in the ceremony ? Of course to unveil a portrait 
or to join in it is nothing great or important in itself. But 
the question really involved, in the ceremony is important 
viz., Axe your hearts and is my heart in reality so much 
moved as to copy the glorious example of tfhe great man ?
The function will have no real significance unless we follow 
in his footsteps. And if we do follow him we shall be able 
to achieve a great deal. Of course, it is not possible 
for all of us to achieve what Mr. G-okhale did in the .Im
perial Legislative Council. But the way in which he served 
the Motherland, the whole-hearted devotion with which he 
did it day and night without ceasing—all this it is in our 
power to do as the great one did. And X hope that when 
you leave this hall you will bear in mind to follow him and 
thus give expression to your regard for him. You know 
tha t the best achievement of Mr. Gokhale according to 
himself was the establishment of the Servants of India 
Society. This great institution he has left behind him ; 
and it lies with us to support it and contains its noble
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•work. I t  would be best if we could join the Society. But 
that will involve the question of our being fit for it. But 
'if we are not in a position to join the Society, we can ail 
do the next beat thing viz, render pecuniary aid and. swell 

-.the funds of the Society. A great deal of money has 
been' collected in the Bombay Presidency to perpetuate 
the memory of Mr. Gokhalo ; but so far nothing has been 
■done in Karachi, Hyderabad and other parts of Sind.
.Hence to*day on this occasion you should all make up your 
minds to do something in this connection. In Bomba),
Bs, 30,000 have been collected for the erection of Mi ■ 
Gokhaieb1 statue. Besides that money has been collected 
for placing the Servants*of India Society on a sound finan
cial basis. For this purpose a lakh of rupees are required.
That amount has not yet boon collected. In Suet, Rs. 75,000 
has been collected and Its. 25,000 still remains to be subs
cribed. Karachi and Hyderabad could easily do that and 
collect the balance. I  do not mean to say that you should 
necessarily contribute that amount. You may do what 
your hearts move you to do ; what I  say is that if your 
hearts are really moved, you may render monetary help to 
the Servants of India Society. That will be the true test of 
your regard for Mr, Gokhale and the best way of perpetuat
ing the memory of the great man who lived and who 
died for the Motherland. (Loud applause).
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H IN D ir UNIVERSITY SPEECH,

$ps following is the full text o f the speech delivered on ,
Feb . -ith 1918, on the occasion o f the opening of the Benares 
Hindu University, The speed* wets edited by Mr. Gandhi, 
u In  editing the speech ” he wrote, (l 1 have merely removed 
some o f tjkm verbiage which in sold print would make the 
speech,had reading

1 / Friends, I  wish to tender my humble apology lor the 
long delay that took place before I  am able to ' reach this 
place. And you win readily accept the apology j| when I  
tel) you that 1 am not responsible for the de lay, nor is 
any human agency responsible for it, (Laughter). The 
fact is that I  am like an animal jon show, and my keepers • 
in their over-kindness always manage to neglect a neces
sary chapter in this life, and that is pure accident. In  
this case, they did not jprovide for the series of accidents 
that happened to us-—to me, keepers, and m y carriers. 
Hence this delay.

Friends, under the influence of the’ matchless eloqu
ence of the lady [(Mrs. Besant) who has just sa t down,, 
pray , do not believe that our University has become a 
finished product, and that all the young men who are to 
come tot the University, that has yet to rise and come into 
existence, have also come and returned from .it finished 
citizens of a great empire. Do not go away with anyjsuch 
impression, and if you, the student world to which nay 
remarks are supposed to be addressed this evening, consi
der for one moment that the spiritual life, for which tbisf 
country is noted and for which this country has no rival. .
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can be transmitted through the lip, pray, believe me yon-  
are wrong, Yon will never be able merely through^ '*he C.\ ‘ 
lip, to give the message that India, 1 hope will one day 
deliver to the word, I  myself have been “ fed up ” . with 
speeches and lectures, I  accept- thoj lectures .that have 
been delivered here during the last two days from this 
category, because they were necessary. But I do venture 
to suggest to yon that we have now f reached .almost the 
end of our resources in speech-making, and it is not 
enough that our ears are feasted, that our eyes arc feasted,, 
font it is necessa ry that jour hearts have got to be touched 
and that our hands and feet have got to bo moved. --Wo 
have been told during the last two days how necessary a t , y 
is, if we are to retain our hold upon the simplicity - of 
Indian-character that-out- hands and feet should move in 
unison with our hearts. But this isjonly by way of pre
face. I  wanted to say it is a matter of deep humiliation 
and shame for us 'that I  am compelled this evening under 
the shadow ofjtfcis great college, in this sacred city, to 
address my countrymen in a language that is foreign to 
me, J know that, if I  was appointed an examiner, to 
examine jail those who have been attending during these 
two days this series of lectures, most of those who might 
be examined upon these lectures would fail. And why ?'
Because they '{have not been touched,. I  was present at; 
the sessions of the great Congress in the month of Deo.-m- 
her. There was a much vaster audience, and will you 
believe rae/whtm I tell yon that the only speeches that 
touched that huge audience-in Bombay Were the speeches 
that were delivered in-Hindustani ? In. Bombay, mind you, 
not in Benares where everybody speaks Hindi. But bet
ween the vernaculars of the Bombay Presidency on the 
one hand, and Hindi on the other, no such great dividing

f,v t 1 ' ' t , . , . d
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,(!me exists as there jdoes between English, and the sister 
•languages of India'5; and the Congress audience was better 
able to follow the speakers in Hindi, I  am hoping that 
this University will see fee. it  that the youths who come to 
i t  will receive their instruction through the medium of: 
their vernaculars. Our language is the. reflection of our- 

■ selves, and if you telljme that our languages are too poor 
to express the best thought, then I say tha t the sooner wo 
are wiped out of existence the better for us, .Is there 1 a 
man who dreams that English can ever become the nation-
al language of India ? (Grifisuol...■«!), A/hy this
handicap on the.nation? Just consider for one moment 
what an unequal race our 1 lads have to run with every 
English lad, I  had the privilege of a close conversation 
with some Poona professors. They assured me that every 
Indian youth, because he reached | his knowledge through 

.s  the English language, lost at least six precious years of life. 
Multiply that %  the number of students turned out by 
bur schools and colleges, and find fo | yourselves how 
many thousand years have been lofet to the nation. Urn 

•charge against us is that we have no initiative. How can 
,ve have any if wejare to devote the precious years of our, 
life to the mastery of a foreign tongue ?■ We fail ,n this 
attempt also. Was it possible for any speaker yestemay 
-and\to-day to impress his audience as was possible for Mr, 
Higginbotham ? I t  was not the fault of the previous 
Speakers that they could not engage the audience. They 
had more|than substance enough for us in their addresses.
•But their addresses could n o t  go home to us. Al have 
heard it said that after all it is English-educated India 
which is leading and which is doing all the thing lor the 
nation. I t  would be monstrous if it were otherwise. The 

mnly education we receive is English education, Surety wo
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must show something for it. But suppose that, we had 
been receiving during the past fifty years education 
through our vernaculars, what should we have to-day? We- 
should have today a free India, we shou ld  have our edu
cated men, not as if they were foreigners in their own land 
but speaking to the heart of the nation ; they would be 
working, amongst the poorest of the poor, and whatever  ̂
they would have gained during the past 50 years would be 
a heritage for the nation. (Applause).- To-day even our 
wives are not the sharers in our beet thought. Look at 
Professor Bose and Professor Bay and their brilliant re
searches. Is it not a shame that their researches are not 
the common property of the masses ?

Let us now turn to another subject.
The Congress has passed a resolution about self - 

government, and l have no doubt that the All-India 
Congress Committee and the Moslem League will do their- 
duty and come forward with some tangible suggestions.
But I  for one must frankly confess that I  am not so much 
interested in what they will be able to produce as I am 
interested in anything that the student world is going to 
produce or the masses are going to produce, No paper 
contribution will ever give us self-government, No amount 
of speeches will ever make us fit for self-government;. I t  
is only our conduct that will fit us for it, (Appleuse),
And how are we trying to r govern ourselves? I Want to 
think audibly this evening, f do not want to make a 
speech and if you find me this evening speaking without 
reserve, pray, consider that you are only sharing the 
thoughts of a man who allows himself to think audibly, 
and if you think that I seem to transgress the limits that 
courtesy imposes upon me, pardon me for the liberty I  
may be taking. I visited the Tiswanath temple last even-
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irtg, and as I was walking through those knew, these were 
the thoughts that touched me. If a stranger dropped 
from above on to this great temple, arid ue had to consider 
what we as Hindus were would he not be justified in 
condemning us? Is not this- great temple a reflection of 
• our own character? I  speak feelingly, as a Hindu, Is it 
right tha t the lanes of our sacred temple should be as 
dirty, as they are ? The houses round about are built any
how. The lanes are tortuous and narrow If even our 
temples are not models of roominess and cleanliness, what 
can our self-government be? Shall our temples be. abodes 
of holiness, cleanliness- and peace as soon as the English 
•have retired from India, either-of their own pleasure-or by 
compulsion. bag and baggage %

I  entirely agree with the president of the Congress 
that before we think of self-government, we shall have to 
;dpt|ie necessary plodding. In every city there are two 
divisions, the cantonment and the city proper. The city 
mostly is » stinking den. But we are a people abused to 

•city life. But if we want city life, we cannot reproduce 
the easy going hamlet life., I t  is riot- comforting to think 
■that people walk about- the streets of Indian Bombay

' under the perpetual fear of dwellers in the storeyed build
ings spitting upon them. I  do a great deal of Railway 
travelling, I  observe the difficulty of third class pas
sengers, But the Railway Administration is by no means 
to blame for all their hard lot. We do not. know the 
elementary laws of cleanliness. We spit anywhere cm 
tli© carriage floor, irrespective of the thought that it is 
often used as sleeping space. Wo do not trouble ourselves 
as to how wo use i t ; the result is indescribable filth in the 
compartment. The so-called batter class passengers 
overawe their bss for6un ite  brethren, Among them I
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•have seen the students world also. Sometimes they be- 
■have no better. They can .speak English and they have 
worn .Norfolk jackets and therefore * claim .the right to 
force their way in and command seating accommodation,.
I  have turned the searchlight all over, and as you have 
.given me the.privilege, of speaking to you I am laying my 
heart bare. Surely we roust, set these things right in ou,r 
progress towards self-government. I  now introduce you 
to another scene, His Highness the Maharajah who 
presided yesterday over our deliberations spoke about the 
•poverty of India, Other speakers 'aid great stress upon 
at. But what did we witness in the great .panda! in which 
the foundation ceremony was performed by • tho 'Viceroy. 
Certainly a most gorgeous show, an exhibition of jewellery 
which made a splendid feast for the eyes of the greatest 
jeweller who chose to  come from Paris. I  compare with 
the richly-bedecked noblemen the millions of the poor.
And i. feel like saying to these noblemen, “ There is no 
salvation for India unless you strip yourselves of this 
jewellery and hold i t  in trust for your , countrymen in 
India. ” (Hear, hear and applause,) I  am sure it is not 
tho desire of the King-Emperor or Lord Hardinge that in 
order to show the truest loyalty to our King-Emperor, it 
is necessary for W  to ransack our jewellery , boxes and to 
appear bedecked from top to toe, I would undertake, at 
the peril of my life, to bring to you a message from King 
■George himself that ho expects nothing of the kind. Sir, 
whenever I  hear of a great palace rising in any great city 
of India, be it in British India or be it in India which is 
ruled by our great chiefs, I  become jealous at once, and I 
say “ Oh., it is the money that has com© from the. agricul
turists. "J f. Over 75 per cent of the population are agric-pl 
turistS and Mr, Higginbotham told us last night in his own


