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| their sense of deeency and. cloanliness blunted duﬂng thelr'_ :
 travelling experience,
. Among the many suggestions that can ba made for
' dealing with the evil here described, I would respectfully

inelude this : Let the people in high places, the Viceroy,
tlie Commander-in-Chief, the Rajas, Mahavajas, the Tm-
perial Councillors and  others, who gengrally travel in
superior classes, without previons warning, go through the
. experiences now and then of third class travelling, Wa
~ would then soon gee a remarkable c¢hange in the condi-
tions of third /class travelling and the uncomplaining
millions will get some return fov the fares they pay under
. the expéctation of heing carried from place to placa wnth ;
' ordmary crontiire comforts,

iy VERNACULARS AS MEDIA OF INSTRUCTION
3 i

. The following iniroduction was written by Mr, M. K.
Gandhi to Dr, P, J, Melhia's ¢ Self-Covernment Series”
Pampldet No. 1, entitled ** Vernaculars as Medin of Insirve-
 diow an Indian Sohools and Colleges.”

. It is to be I'oped that Dr, Mehta’s labour of love will
fscai_ve the serious attention of English educated India,
The following pages were written by him  for the Vedanta
Kesard of Madras and are now printed in their present
form for cirenlation throughout India. The question of
verpaculars as media of instraction is of national import-
ance ; neglect of the vernaculars means national suicide.
One hears many protagonists of the English language be-
ing contmued as the medium  of instruction pointing to
the fact that english Educated Indiang ave the sole eusto-
dians of publie and patriotic work, It would be mons-
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“rousif it were not so, Hor the only" ec‘lucatnon given m
this ecountry is through the Eaglish language. The fact,
however, is that the results are not at all proportionate hu e
the time we give to our education, 'We have not rea.ctad
on the masses, But T must not anticipate Dr, Mehta. He '
isin earnest, He writes feelingly. He has examined the
pros and cons and collected a wass of evidence in support
of his arguments, The latest pronouncement on the sub-
ject is that of the Viceroy, Whilst His Exeslloncy is un-
able to offer a solution, he is kesnly alive to the naceamty

. of 1mpo.rtmg instruction in our schools through the verna-
culars, The Jows of Middle and | Fastern Europe, who
ave scattered in all parts of the world finding it necessary
t0.have a common tongue for wmutual intercourse, have
raised Viddish to the status of a language, and have
succeeded in translating into Yiddish the best bhooks to
be found in the world’s literature, Kveu they could not
gatisfy the souls yearning through the mnny foreign
tongues of which they are masters; nor did the ‘learnsd

~ few among them wish to tax the masses of the Jowish
population with having to learn a foreign language before
they could roalise their dignity, $o they have enriched
what was at one time looked upon as a mers jargon—buft
‘what the Jewish children learat from their mothers——hy
taking special pains o translate into it the best thought of
the world, Thisis a truly marvellous work, It has been
done during the present genervation, and Webster's Die-
tionary defines it asa polyglot jargon used for inter-com-
munication by Jews from different nations, i

Buat a Jew of Middle and Iha.atmn Europe would foel

insulted if his mother-tongue were mnow so described.
If these Jewish scholars have succeeded, within a genera-

tion, in ziving their mr3393 2 lingaigs of which thay miy
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feol proud, surely it should be an easy tagk for us to ' sup-
ply theneeds of our own vernaculars which are cultured:
languages. South Africa teaches us the same lesson.
There was a duel there botween the Taal, & corruph form.
of Duteh, and English, The Boer mothers and the Boor
fathers were determined that they would not let their:
children, with whom they in their infancy talked  in  the
Tanl, be weighed Jown with having to receive instruction
‘through ¥inglish. The case for English hore was a strong
one. It had able pleaders for it, But: English had to
yield before Boer patriotism. It may fie observed that they -
rojected even the High Dutch. The school masters, there-
fove, who are aceustomed to speak the published Dutch of
 Furope, are compelled to teach the easier Taal. And litera-
ture of an excellent character is at the present moment.
growing up in Qouth Africa in the Taal, which was only &
few years ago, the common medium  of speech between.
gimple but brave rustica. If we have lost faith in our
vernacularg, it is a sign of want of faith in ourselves ; it.
is the surest sign of decay. And no scheme of self-gov-
ernment, however benevolently or generously it may be.
hestowed upon us, will ever make us a gelf-governing na-
tion, if we bave xio respect for the languages our mothers,

speals,



. SOUIAL SERVIOE

At the anniversar v colebration of the Social Servics Lemgm
Held in  Madras on February 10, 1816, Mr, Gandhi,

~dalin address on ¢ Social Service.” _ﬁ[ra W/nteﬁmd

goresided, He said
{ I have been, asked this evening to speak to you
-abont social service, If this evening you find that T am
mot able to do sufficient justice to this great gudience
~ you will aseribe it to so many engagements that hastily
and unthinkingly accepted. It was my desire that I
should have at least a few moments to think Jout what
4 ghall have to say to you but it wag not to be, Tlowever,
ag our Ohsur Liady has said, it wes work we want and not
-speeches. | y I am aware that you will have lost very
dittle, if ‘anything at oll, if you find at the end of this
evening talk that you have listened to very;tﬁble ikt
Frignds, for Social Service as for any othar service on
the face of the earth, there is one condition indispensable
namely, qualifications, and proper qualifications, on the
-part offthose who want to render social service or any
-other dervice. So we shall ask ourselves this evening
whether those of ug who are already engaged in this kind
:ﬂ:arvico and others who have aspired to render tho
ice possess these necessary qualifications. Because

G

—

you will agree with me that in social service if they can -

mend matbors theytm also spoﬂ matters and in trymg to
do service however well-intentioned that service might be,
if they are mnot qualified for that service they will be |
rendering mnof jservice bub digservice, What are thm
«rjualifications ¢ *
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Ly _ Imagma why 1 must repeat to vou almoat. tha qualis-

J 1 fications that T described this morning fo the students in

e the Youug Mons’ Chrlstlan sc;oqmtmm Hall, Because
7. they are of universal apphcatmn and they are  necessary
 for any class of work, much more so in social service at

ﬁhl.ﬁ time of the day muzour national life in our dear

‘eountry. It seems to me that we requireé truth in one’
‘hand and fearlessness in the other hand, Unless we
carry the torchlight we{sha]l not see the step in  front of
us and unless we carry the quality of feai‘leﬁaneqs we shall
e 1ok be able to give the message that | we might wsmb)lm.
gwa Unlesa we have this fenrlessness 1 feel sure that
when that supreme final test tomes we shall be found’
 wenting,  Theu [ ask you to ask yourselves whetherjthose

| of you who are engaged in this service and those of you
/4 who want horeafter to beengaged in this service have these-
{0 tavo qualities.  Liet e romind youfnlso that these qualities
/ gy be trained in us in a manner detrimental to ourselves.
. andin » manner detrimental to those with whom we may
b gome in contact, Thidis a dangerous statement ﬂ.lmOzd: to-
' make, as if tr uth colild be ever. 80 handled, and in
~making that statement I would like you also to consider

g A\tha.t truth comesfnot as teuth but only as tiruth so-called.
.'fn H_(r’[u the inimitablé book Bamayane we find that Indrapb
7" and Lakshman, his opponent, possessed the sawme quali-
o) ties. But Lakshman's life was kuided by principle, based
upon religion while Indrajit’s principle wag based upon
irveligion, and we find what Indrajit possessed was mere-
dross and what Lakshman possessed was of great assist-

" amoeinot only to the side on' whose behalf be was fighting

~ but he has left a treasure for us to -val__ué. ‘What:was that '
'éd;l_itionai quality he possessed ¢ So, l{ho,ld that life with=-
. out religion, is life without principle, that life with-
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' ouh principle is hkﬂ a ship without a rudder -J);ﬂ't a's__"

- our ghip w1thouf ruddsr, the helmeman plymg atf ity is
tossed about from place to place and never reaches it
destination, so will & man without the heart-grasp of polis
gion whirl without ever reaching his destined goalf So,
1 suggest to every social servant that he must not run
awdy with the idea that he will serve his whole country-
men unless b has got these twq.qmli_tiesg duly sanctified
by religion and by a life divinely guided. '

After paying a glowing tribute to the Madras Social |

Service League for its work in cortain Pariah mllagea eqa zh&f

eity M went on 1o say 1~

© Xt is no use white- washmw those needs w}uch we. know )

everyday gtare us in the face. It is not enough that we .
cleatfout the villages which are ocoupied by our Parigh
brethren, They are amenable to reason and persussion,
Shall we have to say that the  so-called higher clagses are
not equally j amenable to reason and to persuasion and to

k‘}

hygienic laws which are indispensable in. order to lives

city-lifa._ We may do many things with immunity but
when welimmediately transfer ourselves to crowded streets
where we have havdly air to breathe, the Iife ‘becomes
changad and we have to obay another sef; of laves which
1mmed1ata¥y come qu‘; heing. Do we do that? Tt is no
uge saddling the mumfnp&hty with the respongibilitioy for
the condition in which we find not only the coritral partn
- of Madras bat Ebhe central parts of every city of importance
_in Indidpgnd I feel no municipality in the world will he,
 able to ober-ride the habits of a class of people banded to
them from generation to generation. 1t can be deone only
by such bodies as Social Bervice Leagues. Tf ‘we pulsate

atal

- with a new lifo, a new vision shall open before us in the

- near futuie, I think that these are the signs which will be
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an mdmatzon to show  that we are pulsatmg with a new =

 life, which is going to be a proper life, which “ will add
dignity to our nationality and which will carry the banner
of progress forwerd. I, therefore, suggest that it isa
question of ganitary reform in these big cities, which will
be a hopeless task if we expect our municipalities to do
this anaided by this voluntary work. Far be it from me
. to absolve the paunicipalities from their own responsibilis
| . ties. I think thereis a great deal yet to be done in the
municipalities, Only the other day I read with a great
degree of pain a report about the proceedings of the Bom-
bay Municipality, and the deplorable fact in it is thata
large part of the time of the Municipality was devoted to
talking over trifles while they mneglected matbers of groat
‘moment, After all, I shall say that they will be abie to
do very little in ay much as there is & demand for. their
work on the people themselves,

Here My, Gandhi instanced two cases where the&
Social Servico League had been of immense help to the
Municipality in improving the sanitary condition of the
town, hy changing the habits of the people, which had
become a part of their being, Heobserved that some

officials might consider that they could force an unwilling

people to do many things, but he held to that celebrated’
sa.ying that it was far better that people should often

rexpain drunkards than that t.hey should become sober ab

the pointswf the sword. :

Mr, Gandhi then recounted some of his axparxenm‘ ;
in a temple at Kasi (Benares)-~the wretched lanes sure
younding it, the dirt to be witnessed near the sanctuary,
the disorderly crowd and the avaricious priest.. These
avils in the temples, he said had to be removed by BSocial
Service Lieagues, For making it possible for students to

/
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fight these conditions, th-é;-educdtionkl aysqu_' had to be
revolutionized, Now-n.days they were going out of their

LA (1

-schools as utter strangers to their ancestral traditions and
with fatigued braing, able to work no longm They. had

o revolutionise that system,

Finally, be referred to the railway services a,nd the
-conditions under which third class passengers travelled,
"To do social service among the passengers and instil better

‘habite of sanitation among them, the social servants must

nob go to them in o foreign costume, speaking a foreign

tongue, 'I.‘hey might issue pamphleta to them or give

ingtructive l'essons, and foon,

TRUE 'PATRIO’I.‘ISM

The following report of a conservation which an tnterviewer
- foad with My, Gandhi contains his viewe on o varisty of
subjects of national interest 1~
“*'We have lost” he gaid, “ wuch of our self-respect,
* on account of being too much Huropeanised, We think
and speak in English, Thereby, we impoverish our verna-
culars, and estrange the feelings of the masses, A know-
ledge of English is not essential to the service of our
Motherland.” . X
Turning to caste, he said * caste is tlm' great power
and secret of Hinduism,”
Asked where he would stay, Mr. Gantihl replied :
“ Great pressure is brought down on me to settle in
Bengal: but I have a great capital in the store of my
knowledge in Giuzerat and I got lottera from there.”
! Vernacular literature is important;, I want to have

a library of all books. I invite friends for fmancml aid t& |

form libraries and locate them.”



% Modern civilisation is a eurso in Burope a¢ also in
India,  Waris the direct result of modern oivilisation,.
averyona of the Powers was making prepayations for war."”

| INDIAN PROBIBME

_ “ Pagsive resistance is a great moval force, meant for
the wenk, alsn for the strong. Soul-force depends on
_i!;sélf Idenls must work in practice, Otherwise they ‘are
xmti potent. Modern civilisation is a brute force,”

. Itis one thing to know the ideal and probher thmg
. to practise it. That will ensure gmater dzac:plme, which
. peans a greater service and groater service means greater
‘gain to Glovernment. Passive resistance is a haghiy aggres-
~ give thing, The attribute of soul is restlessness ; there is
~ xpom for every phase of thought.

# Money, land and women are the sources of evil and
evil has to be counteracted. I need vot pogsess land, vor
a woman, nor money to satisfy my luxuries, 1 do nof
want to be unhinged merely because others are unhinged,
Xf ideals are proctised, there will be less room for mischie-
wous activities. Public life has to be moulded.”

“ Kyery current has to change its course, There are
one and a half raillion sadhus and if ‘every sadhn did' his.
duty, India could achieve muech. Jagat Guru Sankara.
charya dose not deserve that appellatmn bpmuse he has no-
more foree in him.” -

‘Malicious material activity is no good. It finds out

' gneans to multiply one’s luxuries. Intense gross modern
activity should not be imposed on Indian institutions,

' which have to be remodelled on ideals taken from Hindu-
jsra. Virtde as understood in India is not understood in.
 foreign lands, Dasaraths i considered a fool in foreign
; -lands, for his having kept 'his promse %o his wife, TIndia.
| says a promise is a promise, That is a good ideal. Mate--
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rial activity is. mischmroua. ff Erath, shall conquer in tha- ks
end,” | s .
“ Emigration doss no good to bhe country from whmh
people emigrate. Emigrants do not return better motal |
men, The whole thing is against Hinduism, Temples do-
not flourish,  There are no opportunities for ceremonial:
' functmna Priests do not come, and at times they are
i merely men of straw, 1mm1grants play much, mischief and:
gorrupt society. Ib is not enterprise, They may earn
more money easily in those parts, which means that they
do not want to toil and remain straight in the methods of
earning, Immigranta ave not happier and have more
roaterial wants,” - e i
Questioned about the Theoaophwal Society  Mr.
Gandhi said: * There is a good deal of good in the
Theotophical Society, irvespective of individuals, It hae.
stimulated ideas and thoughtu.”

TIIE SATYAGEHASHRAMA

#
e

This Address was deﬁmrad in the Y.M, C.A. Awditoriun,.
Madras, on ths 16th February 1916, the Hon. Rev. @, Fit-
tendrigh, of the Madras C’fwwtmn College, presiding on the'
00CA8ION j~=-

To ms,ny of the studentis who came hers lash year to.
converse with me, I said I was about to establish an insti-
tution-—Ashrama—somewhere in India, and it is about
that place that 1 am going to talk to you this morning., I
fool and I have felt during the whole of my public life that
what we need, what any uation needs, hut we perhaps of
all the nations of the world need just now is nothing else-
and nothing less than character-building, And this isthe
view propounded by that great patriot, Mr. Gokhale-
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{cheers). As you know in many of his speeches, he vsed
%o say that.we would get mnothing, we would deserve
nothing unless we hod character to back what we wished
‘for,  Hence his founding of that great body, the Servants
~of India Society, And as you know, in the prospectus
that has been issued in connection with the Society, My,

| “Glokhale has deliberately stated that it was  necessary o
-apivitualisa the political life of the country, You know
-also that he used to say so often that our average was less
than the average of so many European nations. I do not
‘know whether that statement by him whom, with pride, ¥
‘consider to be my political Guru, has really foundation in
fact, but I do believe that there is much to be said to
_justify it in go far as educated Inlia is concerned; not
because we, the educated portion of the community, have
‘blundered, but becanse we have been creatures 'of circum-
stances, Be that as it may, thie is the mazim of life which
I bave aecepted, namely, that no work done by any man,
‘no matter how great he is, will really prosper unless he
has religious backing. But what is religion? "The question
will be immediately asked, 1, for one,  would answer :
‘Not the religion which you will get after reading all the-
goriptures of the world ; it is not really a grasp by the
brain, but it iz & heart-grasp. Itis a thing which is not

alien to us, but it is a thing which has to be évelved out

of us, It ig'always within us, with some consciously so}

~with the others quite vnoonsmously. But it is there; and .

- whether we wake up this religious instinet in us through

outside assistanoce or by inward growth, no matter how it
38 done, it has got to be done if we want to do anything
4n the right manner and anything that is going to persist.
Our Seriptures have laid down certain rules as maxims

.of life and as axioms which we have to take for granted as

INDIAN PROBLAMS
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golf-demonstrated truths, The Bhaatraa tall us that wrtha- -
out living, sccording to these maxiing, we are incapable:
even of having a reasonable perception of religion. Believ-

ing in these implicity for all thase long  years and havmg'- a4

actually endeavoured to reduce to practice these injune-
tions of the Shastras, I have deemed it nepessary to seek
the association of those who think with me, in fo'mdmb
this institution. - And X shall venture this morning to-
place before you the rules that have been drawn up and
that have to be observed by eyery one who soeks to be a
member of that Ashram, _
- Five of these are known as Yamus and the  firat and f'
the forewost is, .
THE VOW OF TRUTH,
1*To-‘; truth simply as we ordinarily understand it, thatr
as far us possible we ought not to resort to a lie, that is to-
say, not truth which rerecly answers the saying, * Honesty
is the best policy”—implying thatif it is not the hest
policy, we may depart from it, But here truth asitis.
conceived, means that we have to rule our life by this law
of Truth at any cost, And in order to satisfy the defini-
tion 1 have drawn upon the celebrated illustration of the-
life of Praklad. For the sake of tryth, he daved to ope-
pose hig own father, and he defended himself, not by
retaliation, by ‘paying  his = father back in his
own coin but in defence of Truth, as he knew ii, he was
prepared to die without caring to return the blows that he
had received from his father or from those who were chur-
ged with his fathar's instructions, Not only that: he
would not in any way even parry the blows : on the con-
trary, with a swile on his lips, he underwent the inumer- '
able tortures to which he was subjected, with the result
that, at last, Truth rose triumphant, not that - Prahlad
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: -suﬂ‘ered the tortures because he know' thaﬁ ‘gorae day or
" other i in his very life-time heé would be able te demonstrate
'.tha infallibility of the law of Truth, Thit fact was there;
‘but if he had died in the midst of tortures, he would still
‘have adhared to Truth, ' Thut is the Truth which I would
“like to follow, There was an incider:t I noticed yesterday.
It was & trifling incident, but I think these trifling inei-
" .denfs ure like straws which show which way  the wind is
blowing, The incident was this: I was talking to a friend
" who wented to talk to e aside, and we 'were engaged in a
private conversation, A third friend deopped in, and he
‘politely asked whether he was intruding. The friend to
whom I was talking said : ** Oh, no, there is nothing pri-
vate here.” 1 felt taken aback a little, because, as 1 was
taken aside, T knew that so far as this friend was concern-
ed, the conversation was private. But he immedi J,tely,
out of politeness, I would eall it ovarpohteneas, said, there
Was no private conver, sation and that he (the third friend)
could join, T suggest ta you that this is a departure from
my definition of Truth, 'I thiok that the friend should
have, in the gentlest manner possible, but still openly and
frankly, said : ** Yes, just now, as you properly say, you
would be intimding,” without giving the slightest offence
to the person if he was himself a gentleman—é&nd we are
bound to consider every body to be a gentleman tnless he
proves to be otherwise, But I may be told that the inci-
dext, after all, proves the gentility of the mation. I think
that it is overproving the case, ' If we continue to say
these $hings out of politeness; we really become a néation
of hypoerites. I recall a conversation T had with an Engw
‘lish friend.  He was comparatively a stranger, Heisa
Principal of & Qollege and bas been in India for several
" years. He was comparing notes with me, and he asked
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‘me whethor I._ivoﬁ_ld_.;.qdm{tl t'hgt..':wg,' unlike, ﬁ;qgt@ngjggm '
men, would not dare to say “No” when it/ was® No” that we

meant. . And T must confess [ immediately soid “ Yes”: |
agreed with that statement :-—We do hesitate to say “Ng,»
frankly and holdly, when wa want to pay due regard o the
sqntiménts of the person whow we are hddreshing. In oup __
dshrama we make it a rule that we must 88y “ No” when A
we moan “ No,” regardless of | consequences. This then i '
‘the first rule, Then we come to the sl :
: ; DOCIRINE OF AHIMBA AR - A
 Literally speaking, dhimsa means non-killing. | Bug s
‘to me it has a world of meaning and ‘Yakes ma into realms
much higher, infinitioly higher, than the  realm to which T
. would go, if 1 merely understood by 4himsa non-killing,
Alimsa really means that you may not offend. any
you may not harbour an uncharitable thought even in con~-
nection with one who may consider himself ‘to be your
enemy. . Pray notice the guarded nature of this thought »
I do not say “ whom you cousider to be your enemy?, bug
. who may consider himself to he your, enemy.”  For one
' who follows the doctrine of dhimsa there is no room for
an enemy; be denies the existence of an enemy,  But theye
aro people who consider $hemselves o be his enemies, and he
cannob help that circumstance. So, it is held that we may
not harbour an evil thought even in connection | with syeh
persons,  1f we veturn blow for blow, we depart from the
..dpctrine of Ahimsa. Bat 1 go . further., If we resent a..
frienicli’s action or the go-called énem ¥'s action, we still £all
short of this doctrine, But when I say, we shonld not ie-
#ent, I.do not say that we should acquaiesce : hug by resent.
K ing J mean wishing that sorue harm shonld be done ¢, the
‘enemy, or that he should be put out of the way, not gven
by any action of ours, but by the action of somebody ¢,

body,
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or, say, by Divine agency. If we harbour even this
‘thought, we depart from this doctrine of Ahimsa. Those
who join the Ashrama have to literally accept that mean-

. ing. That does not mean that we practise that doctrine
in its entirety. Far from it. It is an ideal which we
have to reach, and it is an ideal to bo reached even at this
vory moment, if wo are capable’ of doing so,  But it is .

. not & proposition in geometry to be learnt by heart; it is-
' pnot even like solving difficult problems in higher mathe-
matics : it is infinitely more difficult than solving those
i probleras.  Many of you have burnt the midnight oil in
' solving those problems, [f you want to follow out this
doctrine, you will have to do much more than burn the
midnight oil, You'will have to pass many a sleepless-

night, and go through many & mental torbure and

agony before you ocan reach, before you can even be-

within messurable distance of this gonl. It is the goal,

and nothing less than that, you and I have to reach,

if we want to understand what a religious life. means.

1 will not say much more on thig doctrine than this :

that a man who believes in the officacy of this doc-

trino fnds in the ultimate stage; when he is about. ,

to reach the goal, the whole world at his feet,—mnot

that he wants the whole world at his feet, bat it must be

50, 1f you express your love—Ahimsa——in such a manner

that it improsses itself indelibly upon your so-ealled enemy,
ho must return that love, = Another thought which comes.
out of this js that, under this rule, there is no room for
organised agsassinations, and there is no room for murders.
even openly committed, and there is no room for any vio-
lence even for the sake of your country, and even for-
guarding the honour of precious ones that may be under
your charge. - After ali that would be s poor ‘defence of
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- ‘mee honour, This doat‘.rina of .:l?nmm tells us tha.t Wwe may
guard the horiour of those who are under our charge by
delivering owrselves into the hands of the man who would
commit the sacrilege, And that requires far greater phy-

sical and mental courage than the delivering of blows. You _
may have some degree of physical power,—I do not say

courage—and you may use that power. But after that is

- expended, what happens? The other man is filled mih
, wrath and indignation, and you have made him more angry

by matching your viclence against his; and when he has
done you to death, the rest of hig vwience is da]wered

; agtunqt your charge, But if you do not remhate, but stand

your ground, hetween your charge and the opponent, sim-
- ply receiving the blows without retaliating, what happens ¢
T give you my promise that the whole of the violence will
be expended on you, and your charge will be left unseath-
ed, Under this plan of life there is no conception of pat-
riotism which justifies such wars as you witnoss to-day in
Hiirope. Then there is
THE VOW OF CELIBACY,

Those who want to perform national service, or those who
want to have a glimpso of the real veligious life, must lead
a celibate life no matter if married or unmarried, Marri-

age but brings a woman closer together with the man, and

they become friends in a special sense, never to be parted
either in this lifo or in the lives that are to come. But 1
do not think that, in our conception of marriage, our lusts
should necessarily enter, Be that as it may, this is ‘what
is placed before thoss who come to the dshrama. 1 do not
"deal with that at any length, Then we have
THE VOW OR CONTROL OF THE PALATE
A man who wants to control his animal passions

eau]y does £0 if he controls hig palate, I fear this i one
19
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" of the most dificuls vows to follow., I am just now
goming after having :nspected the Victoria Flostel. I saw
there not to my dismay, though it ghould ‘be to my

Tt T P I S  Suh FE H R T a T ARARAR T SEA ERA S PE A  T ST ERE

dismay; but 1 am used to it now, that there a.re 80 mMany .

kitmhens, not kitchens that ave established in order to
gOrve cagte restrictions, but kitchens that have become
' necessary in order that people can have the. condiments, .
and the exact weight of the condiments, to which they
are used in the respective places from which they have,
 eome, And therefore we find' that for the Brahmans
themselves there arq different compartments and different
| kitchens catering for the delicate tagtes of all these differ-
| ent groups. I suggest to you that this is simply slavery
to the palate, rather than mastery over if. I may say
this - unless we take our minds off from this habit, and

anless we shut our eyes to the tea shops and coffee shops -

and all these kitchens, and unless we are satisfied with
foods that are necessary for the proper maintenance of our
. physical health, and unless we are prepared to rid our-
solves of stimulating, heating and exciting condiments
that we mix with our food, we will certainly not be able
$0 control the over-abundant, unnecessary, and exciting
! ghimulation that wo may have, If we do not do that, the
Lesult naturally is, that we abuse ourselves and we .abuse

even the sacred trust given to us, and we become less than
animals and brutes, eating, drinking and indulging in pas-

sions we share in common with ths animals ; but have you
ever seen » horse or a cow indulging in fhe abuse of the
palate as we do ¢ Do you suppose that it is a'sign of
oivilization, a sign of real life that we should multiply our
antables so far tha.t wo do nob even know where we are ;
and soek dlshas untﬂ ab last we ha.ve bacome absolutely



| mu smrncmmmm ' %9‘1 o

mad and run aftar ‘the newspapar sheats which gwa u.s il
.‘aflwavttseudants abont t.heae dighes ¢ ‘Taen we have 7
THE VOW OF NON-THIRVING.

3 auggoqﬁ thit we are thieves in & way. Tf I'faka‘

angthing that T do not need for my own immediate use, Ir

and kesp it, T thieve it from somabyly elge. I venture to
suggash that it is tha fundamontal law of Natuve, without
-excopbion, that Nature produces enough for our wants

from day to-day, and if only everybody took 'enough for

‘himself and nothing more, thore wonld bs no pauperism in
this world, thers wold be no min dyivg of starvation in
this world, But so long as we have got ‘this inequality i
40 long we ‘are thieving. Iam no socialist and I
~do not want to dispossess those who have gob possessions :
‘bt I do say that, parsonally, those of us who want o see
dight out of darkaess have to follow this rule. I do nobk
want to dispossess anybody, I should then bs departing
from the vule of Ahimsa, If somebody else poasaﬂsea_mc}r'e
than I do, dot him, Bul so far as my owa life has to be
vegulated, I do say that I dave not possess anything which
T do not want. In India we hava got three millions of peo-
pla having to be satisfied with one meal a day, and that
- maal eonsisting of a chapatbi contaiaing no fat fnit, and a
pinoh of salt, Youand I havs no right to anything * that
wa raally hava natil thase thres millions ara clothed and '
fed belitar. You and I, who ought to kasiw batbor, must
adjast oar wants, and even malsrgo voluntary stirvation;
in ordse that thay miy be nacsed, fod and clothed. Then
there ia thn vow of pon-possession which follows ' as a
matter of course, Then I go to : :
THE VOW OF SWADESHI, -
Tha vow of Swiadsshi is a naeassary vov, Bub you h.m
ncmvac;m;mhhﬁtha S‘.m'zes’u life md the Swiadshi qgﬁ‘ﬁﬁ.
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1 suggest to you we are departing from one of the sacred
laws of our being when we lenve our neighbonr and go out.
somewhere slse in order to satisfy, our wants, 1f a man
cores from Bombay here and offers you wares, you are
not justified in supporting the Bombay merchant or trader
80 long as you have gob a merchant  at yop'i-i' very door,
born and bred in Madras, Thati is my view of Swadeshi,,
In your village-barber, youare bound to support him to
the exclusion of the finished barber Wwho may come to you
from Madias, If you find it necessary that your village-
barber should veach the attainments of the barber from
Madrag you may train him to that. Send him fo
Madras by all means, if you wish,in order that he maly
losrn his calling. Until you do that you sre not justified
in going to another barber. That is Swadeski.  Bo, when
we find that there ave many things that we cannot get in
India, we must try to do without them, We raay have to
do withont many things which we may consider necessary,
~ but believe me : when you have that frame of mind, you
will find a great burden taken off your shoulders, even as
the Pilgrim did in that inimitable book, * Pilgrim’s Pro-
gross.” There came a time when the mighty burden that
the Pilgrim was carrying on his shoulders ungonseiously
dropped from him, and he felt a freer man than he was-
when he started on the journey. Ho will you feel freer
wen than you are now, immediately you adopt this Swa-
deshi life, 'We have also, ) '
) THE YOW OF VEARLESENESS.

I found, throughont myll wanderings in India, that
Indis, sducated India, is seized with a paralysing fear, We,
may not open our lips in public; we may not declare our

. ¢onfirmed opinions in public ; we may talk about them
gecretly ; and we mway do anything we like within the four
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swalls of our house.——-buh thosea,re nok for publie oonﬂump-v' i
‘tion. If we had taken a vow of silence I would have
nothing to say. When we open our lips in public, we say
“things which we do not really believe in. I do not know
-whether this is not the experience of almost every public
man who speaks in India, I then suggest to you that
there is only one Being, if Being is the proper term to be
-used, whom we have to fear, and that is God. When we
fear Glod, we shall fear no an, no matter how high:placed
he may be, And if you want to follow the vow of truth
in avy shape or form, fearlessness is the necessary conge-
‘quence.  And so you find, in the Bhagovad Gita, fearless-
ness is declared as the first essential quality of a Brabmin,
‘We fear consequence, and therefore we are nfraid to tell
_the Truth, A man who fears God will certainly not fear
any earthly consequence, Before we can aspire %o the
position of understanding what religion is, and before we
can aspire to the position of guiding the destinies of India,
do you not see that we should adopt thiz habit of fearless-
ness ¢ Or shall we over-awe our countrymen, even as we
are over-awed ¢ We thus see how important this * fenrioss-
ness” now is. And we have also
THE VOW REGARDING THE UNTOUCHABLYS,

There is an ineffaceable blot that Hinduism to-day
-carries with it, I have declined to helieve that it ha.srn
been handed to us from immemorial times. I think tha.t
this miserable, wretched, enslaving spirit of ¢ untouch-
ableness” must have come to us when we were in the cycle
of our lives, at our lowest ebb, and that evil has still stuck
to us and it still remains  with us, It is, to my mind, a .

~curse that has come to us, andas long as that curse rve-
‘mains with ue, =o long 1 think weare bouad to  consider
that overy affliction that we labour nunder. in this sacred
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| lend s fit and proper pumshment for this grenﬁ andﬁ
indelible crime that we are committing., That any person:
- should be considered untouchuble becatise of his calling
‘passes one's comprebension ; and you, the student world,.
who receive all this' modern education, if you become a
party to this erime, it were bettex that you recewed no:
) eﬂu{mtmn whatsoever, : ;
: 1 OF course, we are labourirg under a very heavy h&ﬁdl
| eap. ' Although you may realise that there cannot be &
, single human being on this earth who should be congides
ed to he untouchsble, you eannot react upon your families,
| you cannot react wupon your surroundings, because all
your' thaught is conceived in a foreign tongue, and all your
energy is devoted to that. And so we have also® intro-
duced a rule in this Ashrama: that we shall receive our
FDUCATION THROUGH THE VERNACULABS,
In Burope every cultured man learys, not only his
To guags, but also other langun ges, certainly three or four,
And even as they do in Furcpe, in order to golve the pro-
blem of lapguage in Indis, we in this ‘Ashrara, make it'a
point to learn as many Indinn vernaculars as we possibly
can, And I assure you that the trouble of learning these
Ianguages is nothing 'compared to the trouble th_atv
we Liave to take in mastering the English language,
‘We mnever master the English language: with some
exbe-ptions it has not been ‘possible for us to doso;
We can never express oOurselves as  clearly 88 Wwe
cari in our own mother tongue. How dare we rub
out ot our memory ell the years of our infancy?
| ‘But that is precisely what we do when we comfn'e'nce"dﬁr ;
higher life, us 'we call it, thmugh the medium of a foréign
tongue This creates a brench in our life i‘or brmgmg
which we shall have to pay dearly and heavily. And you

[
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will see now the ,t_ionnechic;n between theso two: thingsjps
education and untouchableness—-this persistance of the
 spirit of untouchabloness even at this time of the day in
spite of the spread of knowledge and education. Hdueation
" has enabled ns to see the horrible crime, But we are seized
with fear also and, thevefore, we canmot take this doctrine
to our homes. And we have got a suporstitions . venern-
tion for our family traditions and for the members of our
family. You say, “ My pavents will die if 1 tell them that
1, at least, can no longer partake of his crime.” I say
that Prahlad never considered that his father would die if
‘he pronounved the sacred syllables of the name of Vishnu,
On the contrary, he made the whole of that household
xing, from one corner to another, by repeating that name
even in the sacred presence of his father. And so yonand
I may do this thing in the sacred presence of our parents.
1f, after receiving this rude shock, some of them expire, I
think that would be no calamity. It may be that some
rude shocks of the kind might have to be delivered. So
long as we persist in these things which have been handed '
down to us for generations, these incidents may happen.
But there is a higher law of Nature, and in due obedience
to that higher law my parents and myself shoul‘l maké |
that sacrifice.
AND THEN WE FOLLOW IIAND'\WEAV;!N(J _
You may ask: * Why should we wuse our hands ?”
and say “ the manual work has got to be done by those
who are illiterate. I can only occupy myself with reading
literature and political essays.” I think we have to rea-
lige the dignity of labour, If a barber or shoe:maker at-
tends a college, he ought not to abandon the profession of
‘barter or ehoe-maker, 1 consider that a barber’s profes~
sion is just as good a8 the profesmon of wedigine.
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. Last of all, whon you have conformod to these rales,
think that then, and ' not till then, you may come to L b
g fiR POLITICS it ik :
and dubble in them o your heart's content, and certainly
you ‘will then never go wroag. Politics, divorced of reli-
| giow, has sbsolutely no meaning, If the studentuworld f '
[ | erowd the political platforms of this country, to my mind,
B | it 8 nob necessarily o healthy sign of national growth ; '
| bub that does not mean that yow, in your student-life,
ought not to study politics. Politics are a pars of our
 being ; we ought to understand our national institutions,
and’ we ought to understand our national growth andall
those things. We may do it from our infancy. So, in our
Ashrama, every child is tnught to understand the political i
b i institutions of our country, and to know how the country
' I8 vibrating with new emotions, with new aspirations, with
3 anew life, But we want also the steady light, the infalli-
| blo'light, of religious faith, not a faith which merely ap-
peals to the intolligence, but a faith which ig indelibly in-
scribed on the heart, Wirst, we want to realise that reli-
| gilous consciousness, and immediately we have done that, X
think the whole department of life is open to us, and it

ghould then be a sacred privilege of students and  every-
body to partake of that whole life, so that, when they grow .
: to manhood and when they leave their colleges they way
e do 20 as mon properly equipped to battle with life. To-day
| what happens is this : much of the poliical life is confined
¢ to student life ; immediately the students leave their col-
} loges and oaase to be students, they sink into oblivion,
i they seek miserable employments, earrying miserable emo-
laments, rising no higher in. their aspirations, knowing
nothing of Gfod, knowing nothing of fresh sair or bright;
light and nothing of that real vigorous independence that
oomes out of obedisnce to these laws that I have ventured
i to place before you. ' ' LR ;




EDUCATION, ANCIENT AND MODERN

At o public. meeting held ot Allahabad wnder the cheir-
manship of the Fon, Pandit Madan Mohar Malaviya Mp.
“Gandhi spoke on the Ideals of Bducation, dncient and Mo-
dern, The following is an Enghsk rendermg of the speech
which was delivered in Hindi :— :
Mr, Gandhi who on riging was greeted with loud and _

prolonged cheers, said that the fact that he should have
felt difficulty—~of which he was ashamed-—in addressing = '
the meeting in Hindi was 2 striking comme:itary on the
system of modern education which was a part of the sub-

~ Jeet of his lecture that eovening, Jle would, however,
jprefer to speak in Hindi although he had greater facility:
of expression in Hnglish. Deseribing the modern system,
of education he said that real education was considered
to have begun at the college at the age of 16 or 17. The
‘od ucation received in school was not useful, ¥For ins-
tance, an Indian student, while he knew well the geogra-
phy of ]bngland did not possess a sufficient knowledge of
the -geography of his own country. The history of India
which = they were ' taught was greatly distorbed.
‘Go vernment service was the aim of their education.
‘Their highest ambition was to become members of the
Imperial Legislative Council, The boys abandoned their
‘hereditsry occupations, and forsook their mother tongue.
‘They were adopting the English language, European
ideas and Furopean dress. They thought in English, con-
ducted all their political and social work and all commer-
«cial trangmctions, ete., in English and felt that they could
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- not do without the Engiish language. They had come to-

. think that there was 1o other rogd. Bducation through

¥nglish had created a wide gulf between the educated
) fﬂw and the masses. [t had created a gulf in the families
also. An Bnglish educated man had no community of
feelings and idess with the ladies of his family. And, as.
bad been said, the aspirations of ths English educated
men wore fizxed on Government service and’ at the raost
 ou meuibership of the Tmperial Legislative Council, He-
. for one conuld never commend a system of education
which produced such 4 state of things and men educated
under such syste}n could not be expected to do any great
gevvice b0 the country, Mr, Gandhi did not mean that
 the English educated leaders id not feel for the masses,.
On the other hand, he acknowled ged that the Congress
and other great public movements were. initiated and
conducted by them. But, at the same time, he could
not help feeling that the work done during all these years
would have besen much more, and much greater progress
would have been made, if they had been taught in their
mother tongue, It was unfortunate, said the speaker,
that a feeling had come over them that there was no path
to progress other than that which was being followed.
- They found themselves helpless. Bub it was not manli-
ness t0 agsume an attitude of helplessness.
Mr, Gandhi then described the ancient system of
education and eaid that even elementary education im-
parted by the village teacher taught the student all that
was necessary for their occupations, Those who went in
for higher education became fully conversant with the-
science of wealth Artha  Sastrs, ethics and religion
Dharma Sasira. Tu ancient times there were no restric-
tions on education. It wag not controlled by the State,.
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but was solely in the hands of Brahmans, who 311&1’9“'.'

the system of education solely with an eye to the welfare.
of the people. It was based on restraint snd  Brahma-

 charya. 1t was due to puch a system  of education thab'

Indian civilization, had outlived so many vicissitudes
through thousands of years, whilo such ancient civiliza-
tions as those of Glreece, Home and Mgypt bad become:

extinet, No doubt the wave of 'a mew eivilization had

been pagsing through India, But he wag sure that it wasg.
transitory, it would soon pass away and Indlan civiliza-
tion would be revivified, In ancient times the basis of
life was self - restraint, but now it was enjoyment. The
result was that people had become powerless cownrds and
forsook the truth, Having come under the influsuce of
another civilization it might be necesgary to adopt our
own eivilization in certain respect to our new environ

ments, but we should not malke any radical changeina

civilization which was acknowledged even by some wes-
tern scholars to be the best, It might be urged that it
was' necessary to adopt the methods ' and instruments of
western civilization tomeet the material forces of that
. eivilization. But the forces born of spmbuahty, the bed-
rock of Indian civilization, were more -than a match for
material forces. Indis. was pre-eminently the land of

religion, 1t was the first and the last duty of Indians to
maintain it as guch. They should draw their strength

.from the goul, from God. 1f they adhered to that path
Swarajya which they ' were asplrmg to and workmg for
wou]d become their hand-maid, '
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| INDIAN MERCHANTS

My, Gandhi was  ¢ntertained by ;héf ﬂ%es*cﬁdnts of B?;oaa?b
' during his visit to the city and presented with an address of
weloome, Mr. Gandhi replied to the address in the following

Jberme ¢ .
' Merchants always have the spirit of adventure,

intelleet and wealth, as without these ‘qualities their busi-

ness cannot go on. But now they must have the fervour
-of patriotism in them. Patriotism is necessary even for
religion. If the spirit of patriotism is awakened through

weligious fervour, then that patriotism will shine oub

“brilliantly, = So itiis necessary that patriotism should be
roused in the mercantile community.

The merchants take more part in public affairs” now- |
‘a-days thHan befors. When merchants take to politios
through patriotism, Swaraj is as good as obtained. Some
‘of you might be wondering how we can get Swaraj, Ilay

| 'my hand on my heart and say that, whea the merchant

.class nnderstands the spirit of patriotism, then only can
‘we get Swaraj quickly, Swaraj then will be quite a na.-
tural thing. |

Amongst the various keys which will unlock Swaraj
40 us, the Swadeshi Vow is the golden one. It is in the
hands of the merchants to compel the observance of the
‘Swadeshi Vow in the country, and thisis an adventuve .
which can be popularised by the merchants. I humbly
request you to undertake this adventure, and then you
-+will see what wonders you cen do,
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This being 50, I have to say with regret that it is the-
morchant class which has brought ruin to the Swadeshi
practice, and the Swadeshi movement in this country.
Complaints have lately visen in Bengal about the increase
of rates, and one of them is againet Clujarat, It is com:
plained thore that the prices of Dhotis have been abnor-
wally increased and Dhotis  go ' from Gujarat. No one:

_wants you not to earn money, butit must be earned’
righteously and not be ill.gotten. Merchants must earn
money by fair means, Unfair means must never be used,

Continuing, Mr, Gandhi said; India’s steength lies-
with the merchant class, So much does not lie even with
the army. Trade is the couse of war, and the _marc}iuﬁt-- :
clase has the key of war in their hands, Merchants ‘tnise:
the money and the army is raised on the strength of it.
The power of England and Germany rests on their  trad-
ing class. A country’s prosperity depends upon its mer-
oantile coramunity: I consider it as a sign of good luck:
that T should receive an address from the merchant class,
YWhenever 1 remember Broach, I will enquire if the mer-
¢hants who have given me an address this day have-
righteous faith and patriotism, If I receive a disappoint-
ing reply, I will think that merely a wave of giving
addresses bad come over India and that I had a shave in.
| A

i
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NATIONAT DEMSS

Mp- @andhi wrote the following reply to Mr. Irwin's
seniticism of his clress in the “Pionear” dwrmy the OImmpwrm :
mgu‘m‘ ! v | .

' 1 have hitherto successtully reslsted the tempbatlon
. of either answering your or Mr. Ivwin’s orfticism of the )
" humble work I am.doing in Champavan, Noram I going to
‘sugoumb  now  except with regard to a mattor which
M, Trwin has thought fit to dwell upon and about which he :
hnq 1ot even taken the trouble of being correctly informed,
I refer to his romarks on my manner of dressing.

. My " faniliarity with the minor amenitios of westera
- oivilisation " hag taught me to respect my national costume,
and it way interest Mr. Trwin to know that the dress I

wear it Champaran s the dress I have always worn in

‘Tndia except that for a very short -pariod in Tadia I fell
an easy proy in common with the rest of my countrymen '
‘o the wearing of semi-European dress in the courts, and
-elsewhere  outside Kathiawar, T appeared  before tha
Kathiawar courts now 21 years ago in precisely the dress
T wear in Champaran, '
One change T have made and ifi is that having taken
to the oceupation of weaving and agriculburs and haviag

 “taken the vow of Swadeshi, my clothing is now entirely

hand-woven and band-sewn and made by ms or my fellovr-
 workers. Mr, Irwin’s letter suggests that I appear be-
fore the ryobs in & dross I have temporarily and specially
‘adopted in Champaran to proluco an effsct. The factis
that 1 waar tho natioaal drass bycaase it i tha mosb
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patural and the most becommg for an Indxa.n I believe
~that our copying of the European dress ig a sign of our
- degradation, humiliation and our weakness, and that we
- are committing a national sin in discarding a dress which
is best suited to the Indian climate and which for'its
- simplicity, axt and cheapness, is not to be beaten on the
faco of the earth and which answers hygienic requirements.
" Had it not been for a false pride and equally false notions
‘of prestige, Englishmen here would long ago have adopted
‘the Indian costume., 1 may mention mo:dentally that I
“donot go about Champaran bare-headed. 1 do avoid_ -_

shoes for sacrod rensons. But I find too that itis move

natural and healthier to avoid them whenevexr possible.
1 am sorry to inform Mr, Irwin and your readers
that my esteerned friend Babu Brijakishore Prasad, the
¢ gx.Hon. Member of Council,” still remains unregenerate
and retains the provineial cap and never walks barefoot
and “ kicks up " a terrible noise even in. the house we are
living in by wearing wooden sandals. He has still not the
courage, inspite of most admirable contact with me, to
digenrd his semi-anglicised dress and whenever he goes to
- geo officials he puts his legs into the bifurcated garment and
on his own admission tortures himself by eramping his feot
in elastic shoes. 1 cannot induce him to  believe that his
clients won't desert him and the courts won’t punish him
'if he wore his more becoming and less expensive dhoti, L
invite you and Mr. Irwin not to believe the * stories” that
the latter hears about me and my friends, but to join
me in the crusade against educated Indians abandoning
their manners, habits and customs which are not proved
“to be bad or harmful, Finally I venture to warn you and
My, [rwin that you and he will ill-gerve fhe cause both of
__you congider is in danger by veason of my presence in
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~ Ohamparan i€ you continue, as you hove done, to base your-
'__'sﬁric'tu're's. on unproved facts, I ask you to accopt my
assurance that I should deem myself unworthy of the
friendship and confidence of hundreds of my English friends.
and associates—not all of them fellow-cranks—if in similar
| cireumstances I acted towards them differently from my
_own countrymen, : ' Kty

THE HINDU-MAHOMEDAN PROBULEM.

The ' following is an extract from a Gujamci letter -

. addressed by My, Gandhi, to a Mahomedan correspondent :

1 never realize any distinction between a Hindu and

o ‘a8 Mahomedan, ' To my mind, both are son§ of Mother*

India, Iknow that Hindus ave in a numerical majority,

- and that they are believed to be more advanced in know.
‘ledge and education. Accordingly, they should be glad
to give way so much the more to theiy Mahomedan,
‘brethren. As a man of trath, I honestly bLslieve that
‘Hindus should yield up to the Mahomedané what the -
latter desire, and that they should " rejoice in so doing,
We can expect unity only if such mutual large-henrtedneys
ig displayed. - When the Hindas and Mahomedans act.
towards each other as blood-brothers, then alone can thefe_»-
be unity, then only can we hope for the dawn of India.
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Wants: Autonomy  within  the Empire "o published in
September 1917,

I have read Mr. Natesan's booklet with the grentest
pleasure, It is a fine Vade mecum for the busy politician
and worker. My, Natesan has provided him with a con-
nected nacrative of the movement of ss]f~governmanﬁ ina
very attractive and acceptable form. By reproducing in
‘their historical sequence the extracts from official records
he has allowed them to speak for themselves. The book
+is in my opinion a great help to the controversialistand
 the student of our present day polities who does not care
to study musty blue books or has no access to themw. i

With reference to the joint scheme of Self-Govern- |
menb though I do not take so much interest in it.as our g

leaders, I feel that from the Government standpoint it A
must command. their attention as a measure which has
agitated the public mind as no other hag, and T venture to
think that there will be no peace in the counfry llptl] the
Scheme has been accepted ‘oy the Government.

!

- |

SELF-GOVERNMENT, ' i

e - e a |
The  following s the Forewawd  contributed by M. I
Candhi fo Mr., &, A, Natesan's book entitled ** What India i
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'.20, 1917,

throagh the vernacalar (Gujirati i

GUJARAT BDUCATIONAL -GONFERENGE'

The followingy 1; il Pregidantial axlflrass to the S’saond

Guj wrat Blucaptonal Confrenss hald at Broach in October

ecmlﬂJ translated for the * Indian Review,”
_ EDUOATION THROUGH THE VEFNAUULARY
he Grujarat Blacation Lowgne that has culled us

| togother has sat bofove it threa objects :

(I) To cultivate and expresy pubhc opmxon on

il mabters of educatio

(2) To carry oqsustamed agmaumn ‘on eduacational
quesbwns

(8) To take all practical steps for the sproad of '_

_education in Gujarat,

' 1 shallendeavour to the best of my abxhty to place

beforejyou my thoughts on thase ob3 sots and the c.uxxclu-

smns have arrived at.

Tt must be clear enough to everybody that our ﬁrst' '

madium of instruction. Without figfng the medium all
otr other efforts are lkely to be fruitless, To go on

isilike an attempt to build without a foundation,
Opinion seems to be divided on the matter, One
party claims that instraction Olljht to be imparted

. a:ﬂ;mtmg our children without determining the modium

)

this provines). The

other will havy Baglish as the meli Bath are gaidad

' business is to consider and form anJoPmmn aboul, the ™

hy pure motives, Both are lovers of their courxtry. Bat.
good intentions alone are not sufficient for‘ roaching a



goal, Tt is world-wide experienco that good intentiong

often take a man to a bad place. It is, therefore, our
‘duty to examine on their mevits the contentions of hoth

the parties and, if possible, to arrive at a final and unani-

mous conclusion on this great question, That it is great

no one can doubt. Wae cannot, ftherefore, give too much
«copsideration to it, '

Tt is, moreover, a question which affects the whole of
India, But every Presidency or Province ean come to an
mdependenﬁ conclusion, If\m in no way essential that
‘oefore Gujarat may move, all the other parts of India
should arrive at a unanimons decigion,

‘We shall, howevor be better able to solva\ our’ diffi-
culties by glancing at similar riovements in other pro-
winces, When the heart of Bengal, at the time of the
Partition, was throbbing with the Swadeshi spirit, aa
attempt was fmade to impart all instruction through
Bengali, A NWational College was established, Rupees
poured in. But the experiment proved barren. It is my

humble belief that the organisers of thef movement had neo

faith in the experiment. The teachers fared no better,
The educated class of Bengul seemed to dote upon Bnglish,

It has been suggested that it is thj Bengali’s command
over the English language tha$ has promoted the growth
of Bengali titernture, Facts *do not support the view,

Sv:llhhmdmnath Tagove's wonderful hold on Bengali B

uotjdue to his command of the English language, His
vellous Bengali is dependant upon  hig love' of  the

mother tongue, ' * Qitanjali” was first written in Bengali,
The great poet usesfonly Bengali speech in Bengal. The

speech that he ntly delivered in Caloutta on the,

present situation was in Bengali, Lesding men and =~

women of Bengal were among the audience. ]Some of

'-;;:-_'...-x;

Q.
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- them told me that for an hour and a half, by a ceaseless:
Hflow of language, he kept the audience spell-bound. Te-
g hasg not derived his thoughts from Engliahz}gtemture. He-
b claims that he has received them from the'atmosphere of
. 'the soil. Ho has drunk ther from the Upanishads. The
Indian sky has ghowered them upon him. And{I under-
stand that the position of the ofher “Bengali 'writiers is.
- wery similar to the poet’s, )
il When = Mahatma Munshiramiji, majestic as the
i -Hlmalayas delivers his addresses i oharmmg Hindi, thai
' audience composed of men, women and childven listen to-
hirg and understand his meesage. His knowledge of
TEnglish he reserves for his English frisnds. He does not
truns]a‘be English thought mto Hindi, ' i )
b7l It is said of the Hon. Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviaji, who, though a householder, hag, for the sake of
Tndin, dedieated himself entirely to the country, that his|
English speech is silvery. . His silvery elognence compels
Viceregal é.tteutnon But if his English apee&h is silvery,
his Hindi speech shines goldan like the waters of the
Glanges under the| suubeans, as thay descend from the
* Mansarovar,

These three speakers do not owe their power to thejr
English knowledge, but to their love of the vemaculars
The gervices rendered by|the' late Swami Da.ya.nand to

.+~ Hindi owe nothing to. the HEnglish language. Nor did
/ \LngllBh play any part in the contributions of Tukaram
zl / \ land Ramdas to Marathi literature, The Englmhlfanguago
: [ can veceive no credit for the growth in Gujarati literature
7 from Premanand’s pen as.of Shamal Chat's and' quite re-
i cently of Dalpatram,
‘ The foregeing illustrations scem to afford aufﬂmenb}
proot' that love of, and faith in, the vernaculars, rather
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‘then a knowledge of English are necessary for t.h_eii'
-expansgion, T

We shall arrive a.p the same conclusion when we con-
siderfhow languages grow. They are o reflection of the
-chardcter of the people who use them. One who knows
the dialects of the Zulns of Sonth Africa knows their
manners| and customs, The chara,cber of a language

depen& upon the quuhmes and acts of the people. We
should unhesitatingly infer ti]a* a nation could not poam Vil

o83 warlike, kind-hearted and|truthful people, if its lan-
.guage contained no expressions denotmg these, qualities, '}u

And we should fail to make that language assimilate ,

guch expressions by bort-owmg them from snother lan-
guage and forcing them into its dictionary, nor will such
spurions importation malke warriors of those who use
that speech. You cannot get steel out of a piece of
.ordinary iron, but you can make effective use of rusty
‘steel, by ridding it of its rust. We haye long laboured
‘under servility and our vernaculars abound in sérvile ox-
pressions, The English language is probably unvivalled
in its vocabulary of nautical terms, But if an enterpris-
ing Gujarati presented Gujarat with a translation of
those terms, he would add nothing to the ianguage and
we should be none the wiser for his effort, And if we

took up the calling of sailors and provided ourselves with !

shipyards and even a navy, we should automaticilly have
terms which would adequately express our activity in this
direction. = The late Rev. J. Taylor gave the same opinion
“in his Gujarati Grammay, He says: “ One Sometimes
hears people asking whether Gujerati may be considered
‘a complete or an incomplete language. There is a proverb,

* As the king, so his subjects; as the teacher, so the .

pupil.’ Similarly it can be said, ¢ As the speaker, so the
*
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i . language!  Shamalbhatt and other poets do not appear
b to have been obsessed with an idea of the incompleteness.
T of Gujarati when they expressed their difforent thoughts,,
‘but they s0 coined new expressions and manipulated the
old that their thoughts became current in the language.
" In one respect all Innguages are incomplete, Man’s-
. reuson is limited and language fails bim when he begins.
W e el of God and Eternity. Human reason controls
4 bupsan  speech, It is, ‘therefore, limited, to  the-
extent that reason itself is limited, and in that sense all
E languages are incomplete. The ordinary rule regard-
b ing language iy that a language. takes shape in ac-
cordance with the thougbts of its wielders, 1f they
aye seusible, their language is full of sense, and it
becomes nonsense when foolish people speak it. There is an
English proverb, “ A had carpenter quarrels with his
tools,” Those who quarrel with a language are often like
the bad carpenter, To those who have to dea] with the
English language and its literature, the Gujarati language
may nppear incomplete for the simple reason that transla-
tion from Knglish into Gujarati is difficult.  The fanlt is
uot in the language but in the people before whom the
: trapsiation is placed. They are not used to new wordss
{ new subjects and new manipulations of their language,
The spenker, therofore, is taken aback. How shall a singer
sing before a deaf man? And how can a writer deliver his
soul until his readers have developed & capacity for weigh-
ing the new with the old and sifting the good from the
bad, . Ao
% Again some translators seem to think that Guyjarati
'th_ay have imbibed with their mother's milk, and they
have learnt English at school, and that they, therefore,.
bave become masters of two Iangques, and need not take
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up Qujarati as s study,  Bub atrairment of perfection in
_one’s Tother tongue is more difficult than effort spent in

learning a foreign tongue, An examination of the works
of Shamalbhatt and  other poets will reveal endless effort

in every line, To one indisposed to undergo wiental
gtrain, Gujarati will appenr incomoplete.  But it will ceore
to 50 appear after a proper effort. If the worker is lazy,
the language will fail bim, Tt will yield ample results te
an industrionsman. | It will be found to be capable even
of ornamentation, 'Who dare belittle Gujarati, & member
of the Aryan family, a daughter of Banskrit, & sister of
many noble tongues? May God bless it and way there

be in it to the end of time, good literature, sound know-

ledge and expression of true religion. And may God
bless the speech and may we hear its praise from the
mothers and the gcholars of Gujarat.” -

Thus we sea that it was neither the imperfection of
Bengali speech, nor impropriety of the effort that was res-
ponsible for the failure of the movement in Bengal to im-
part instruction through Bengoli, We have considered
the question of incompleteness. Imjpropriety of the affort
cannot be inferred from an examination of the movement.

b

It may be that the workers in the cause lacked fitvess or

faith, : !
In the north, though Hindi is being developed, real
effort to meke it a medinm seems to' bave been confined
only to the Arya Samajists, The experiment continues
in the Gurukuls, DAL :

In the Presidency of Madras tbe movement com-
menced only a few years ago. There is greater intensity

of purpose among ' the Telugus than among the Tamils.

¥inglish has acquired such a hold of the literary ciass

among the Tamils that they have not the energy even to
L

G,
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- conduot their proceedings in Tamil. The Hnglish language

~ bag not affected the Telugus to that extent, They, there-
fore, make greater use of Telugu. They are not only

making an attéempt to make Telagu the medium of in~
struction ; they are heading a movement to repartition
India on a linguistic basis.  And though the propagation
of this idea was commenced only recently, the work is

~ being handled with so much energy that they are likely

to see results within a short time. There are many rocks -
in their way. But the leaders of the movement have im«
pressed me with their ability to break them down,

In the Deccan the movewment goes ahead. That good
‘goui Prof. Karve is the leader of the movement. - Mer.
Naik is working in the same direction, Private institu-
tions are engaged in the experiment. Prof. Bijapurkar,
has, after great labour, succeeded in reviving his experi-

‘ment and we shall see it in a short time erystallised into a
school. He had devised a scheme for preparing text-
books. Bome have been ' printed a_hd some are ready for
print. The teachers in that iugtitution never betrayed
want of faith in their cause, Had the institution not been
elosed down, so far as Marathiis concerned the question
of imparting all instruction through it would have buen
solvéd.

We learn from an article in a local magazme by Rao
Bahadur Hargovindas Kantawala that a movement for
making Gujarati the medium of ingtruction hasalready
been made ins Gujarat., Prof: Gajjar and the late Diwan
Bahadur Manibhai Jushbhai initiated it. It remaing for
us to consider whether we shall water the seed sown by
them, T feel that every moment's delay meana so much
harm done to us. In receiving education through Enghsh.;
at least sixteen years are required. Many expariencid ’

INDIAN PROBLEMS
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teachers have given it as thexr opinion that the same sub-
'jects can be taught through the vernaculars in ten years'
time. Thus by saving six years of their lives for thou-
-sands of our children we mnghh save  thousands of years
for the mavion,

The strain of 1ecaxvmg instraction” throngh a foreign
medium is intolerable.  Our children alone can bear it, but
they have to pay for it, They become unfit for bearing
~any other strain, For this reason our graduates are mostly
without stamina, weak, devoid of energy, diseased and
mere imitators. Qriginality, research, adventure, conseless
-effort, courage, dauntlessness and such other qualities have
become atrophied. We are thus incapacitated for under-
taking new enterprises, and we are unable to carry them
through if we undertake any. Some who can give proof
of such qualities die an untimely death. An English writer
had said that the non-Buropeans are the blotting-sheets of
European civilisation. Whatever truth there may be in

~this cryptic statement, it is not due to the natural unfit-
noss of the Asiatics, 1Lt is the unfitness of the medium of
instruction which is responsible for the result. The Kulus
-of South Afvica are otherwise enterprising, powerfully
built and men of charscter, They are not hampered by
_child-marriages and such other defects. And yet the posi-
tion of their educated class is the same as ours, With
them the medium of instruction is Dutch. They easily

- obtain command over Dutch as we do over English, and
like us they too on completionof their ‘education loose their
energy and for the most part become imitators, Origina~
lity leaves them along with the ‘mother-tongue, We the
English-sducated class are unfit to ascertain the true mea-
gure of the harm done by the unnatural system, We

-should get some idea of it if we realised how little we have
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reacted upon the wasses. The ouﬁspoken views on educn-.
tion that our parents sometimes give veut to are thoughb--.
compelling. 'We dote upon our Boses and Roys. Had
our people heen educated through their vernaculars during:
the lagt fifty years, T am sure that the presence in our
midst of a Bose ‘or a Roy would mot huve ﬁ]led us with

. sstonishment,

Leaving aside for the moment the queat.ion of pro-
priety or otherwise of the direction that Japanese evergy
has taken, Japanese enterprise must amaze vs. The na-
tional awakening there has taken place through their
national language, and so there is a freshness about every
activity of theivs. They are teaching their teachers. They
have falsified the blotting-sheet smile. Edueation hag. .
stimulated national life, and the world watclies dumbstruck.
Japan’s activitios. The harm done to nationallife by the.
medium being. a foreign tongue is immeasurable.

The correspondence that should exist between the
gchool training and the character imbibed with the mo-.
ther's milic and the training received through her sweet
gpeech is absent when the school training is given through a
foreign tongue. However pure may be his motives, he who
thus snaps the cord that should bind the school-life and
the home-life is an enemy of the nation, We are traitors fo.
our mothers by remaining under such a system, The harm
done goes much further. A gulf has been ereated betweetr

~ the educated classes and the uneducated raasses. The latter
do not know us, We do not know the former. They
consider us tobe ‘ Saheblog.’ They are afraid of us.
They do not trust us. If such a “state of things Wwere tio-
continue for any length of time, a time may come for
Lord Curzon’s charge to be $rue, viz,, that the literary
classes do not represent the magses, : (% '
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Fortunately the educated class seems to be waling up
from its trance, They experience the difficulty of contact
with the masses. How can they infoct the masyes with
their own enthusissm for the national cause? They
cannot de so through English. They have not enough
ability or none for doing so through Giujavati. They find
it extremely difficult to put their thonghts into Gujarati,
I often hear ‘opinion expressed about this diffioulty.
Owing to the barrier thus created the flow of uutmnar-
life suffers impediment, i

Macaulay’s objeot in giving proference to -bhe
Einglish language over the. vernaculars was pure. He had
a contempt for our literature, It affected us and we for-
got ourselves and just as a pupil often outdoes the teacher
80 wag the case with us. Macoulay thought that we
would be instrumental in spreading western civilisation
among the masses, His plan was that some of usywould
learn English, form our character and spread the new
thought among the millions, (It is not necessary here to:
consider the soundness of this yiew. We are merely
examining the question of the medinm,) We, on the
other hand, discovered in English education a medium
for obtaining 'wealth and we gave that use of it predo-
minance. Home, of us found in it a stimulus for our
patriotism. 8o the original intention wentinto the back-
ground, and the English Janguage spread beyond the
limit set by Macaulay. We have lost thereby.

Had we the reins of Government in our hands we
would have soon detected the error. We could not have
abandoned the vernaculars, The governing class has not
been able to doso. Many perhaps do not know that the
langaage of our courts is considered to be Gujarati, The
Government have to have the Actsof the legislature
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translated in Gujarati, The official sddresses delivered af
Darbar gatherings are translated there and then, ~We
see Gujarati and other verna.culars vsed side by slde with
English in currency nofes,  The mathematical knowladge
reqmrad of the surveyors is difficult enough. But
Revenue work would have been too costly, had surveyors
Been required to kuow English, Bpecial terms have, there-

" fore been coined for the use of surveyors. They excite
pleasurable wonder. 1f we had a true love for our verna-
culars wo could even now make use of some of the means
at our disposal for their spread. If the pleader were to
begin to make use of the Gujarati Jangunge in the courts
they would save their clients much money, and the latter
will gain some necessary knowledge of the laws of the
land, and will begin to appreciate their vights. Inter-
praters’ fees would be saved, and legal terms would become
current in the language. It is true the pleaders will
have to’ make some effort for the attainment of this
happy result. L am sure, nay, I speak from experience,
that their clionts will lose nothing thereby. There is no
oceasion to fear that argunments advanced in Gujarati will
have less weight. Collectors ~and other officials are
expected to know Grujarati, But by our superetitious regard
for Bnglish we allow their knowledge to become rusty.

. 1t has been argued ‘that the use we made of English
for attaimment of wealth, and for stimulating patriotism
was quite proper, The argument however, has no bearing

) ‘on the question before us, We shall bow to those who
tearn English for the sake of gaining wealth or for serving
the country otherwise., But we would surely not male
English the medium on that account. My only objeet in
roferring to such o use of the English language was t0
show that it continued its abuse as a medium of instrue-
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tion and thus produced an  untoward result, Home con-
tend that only English-knowing Indians have been fired
with the patriotic spirit, The past few months have:
shown us something quite difforent. But even if we.
were to adwmit that elaim on behalf of Boglisk, we could
say that the others never had an opporfumty Patriotism
of the Ihnglzsh -educated class bas not proved infectious,
whereas a truly patriotic spirit ought to be all-pervading.
It has hoen stated that the foregomg arguments, on.’
matter how strong they may be in themselves, are im-
practicable. “ [t is a matter forsorrow that other
braxiches of learning should suffer for the sake of Euoglish,
Itis certaml} undesirable that we should suffer an undue
mental strain in the act of gaining command over the.
English language. - It 18, however, my humble opinion
that there is  no escape for ug from having to bear this
hardship, regard being had to the fact of our relationship.
with the English language, and to find out a way” These
are not the views of an ordinary writer, They are owned
by one who occupies a front rank among the Gujarati men
of letters., He is a lover of Gujarati, | We are bound to
. pay beed to whatever Prof. Dhruva writes, Few of us
have the experience he has. Ho has rendered great service
to the cause of Gujarati literature and edueation! He has
a perfect right to advise and to criticise, In the cirenm -
stances one like me has to pause. Again the views above-
expressed are shared with Prof. Dhruva by several prota-
gonists of the Knglish language. Prof. Dhruva  hag
stated them in dignified language.' And it is our duty to
treat them with respect. My own position is still more
delicate, I have been trying an experiment in national
edueation under his advice and guidance, In that institu-
tion Gujaroti is the medium of instruction, Enjoying
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" ‘such an intimate relation with Prof. Dhruva I hesitate
to offer anything by way of criticism of his views, = For-
tunately, ‘Prof, Dhruva regards both systems, the one
wherein English is the medium and the other in which
the mother tongue is the medium, in the nature of experi-
ment ; he has expressed no final opinion on either. My
‘hesitation about criticising his views is lessened on that
account. Tt seems to me that we lay too much stress on
our peculiar relationship with the Knglish language. I
know that I may not with perfect freedom deal with this
subject from this platform. But it is not improper even
for those who cannot handle political subjects to consider
the following proposition. ‘The English connection sub- y
sists solely for the bénefit of India. On no other basis
can it be defended. English statesmen themselves have
admitted that the idea thet one nation should rule another
is intolerable, undesirable and harmful for both, This
proposition is accepted asa maxim_ beyond challenge in
~quarters where it is considered from an altruistic stand-
point. If then both the rulers and the nation are satisfied
' that the mental calibre of the nation suffers by reason of
linglish being the medium, the system ought to be altered
without a moment’s delay. It would be demonatmtmn of
our manliness to remove obstacles however greatin our
© path, and if this view be accapted, those like Prof, Dhruva
who admit the harm done to our mental calibre do not
stand in need of any other arugument,
Ido not consider it necessary to give any thought S0
‘the posqxhlht y of our knowledge of English suffering by rea-
- son of the yernacular oceupying its place, It is my humble
belief that not only is it unnecessary for alleducated Indi-
‘ans to acquire command over English, but that it is equally
unnecessary to induce a taste for acquiring such command.
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! Soma'lndi&ns ¢ w.il-l undoubtadly have ta leem'; )
“Bnglish. Prof, Dhruva has examined the . question

with a lofty purpose only, But 'axaminihg from all points
‘we would find that it will be neuasaary for two  classes to

know English i—

(1) Those pafiriots who have a capacity for learmn&, :

langunges, who bave time st their digposal and who are

- desirous of exploring the English literature and placing -

the results before the nation, or those who wish to make

use of the English language for the sake of commg in

touch with the ralers.

(2) Those who wish to make use of theu' knowledge

of ¥nglish for the sake of acquiring wealth,

' There is not only no barm in treating E{nglzsh ésaan "
optional subject, and giving these two classes of candi-

. dates the best training in it, but it is eéven necessary to
.gacure for them every convenience. In such a scheme
the mother-tongue will still remain the medium, Prof.
Dhruva fears that if Wwe do not receive all insfruction

through Tnglish, but loarn it as a foreign Ianguage it

will ghare the fate of Persian, Sanskrit and other Ian~

guages, With due respect I must say that there is A

‘hiatus in this reasoning. Many Nnglishmen, although.
they receive their training through Fnglish, possess a
~ high knowledge of French and are able to use it fully for

all their purposes, = There are men in India who albhough

they have recsived their training through English have

acquired no mean co mmand over French and ' other lan-
.guages, The fact is that when Hnglish occupies its pro-
per place and the vernaculars receive their due, our minds
which are to-day imprisoned will be set free and our
‘brains though cultivated and trained, and yet being  frosh
will not feel the weight of having to learn English asa
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language, And it is my belief that Hnglish thus learnt
will be better than our English of to-day. And ourin-
tellects being active, we should make more effective use
- of our Hoglish knowledge. Weighing the pros aund cons,.
therefore, this seems to be the way fthat will smafy many
ends. j
When we receive our education thirough the mother-
tongue, we should observe a different atmosphere in our
homes, At present twe are unable to make our wives.
co-partners with us. They know little of our acti-
vity, Our parents do not know what we learn. If we
receive instruction through the mother-tongue we should:

easily make our washermen, our barbers, and our bhangis,

partukers of the high knowledge we might have gained,
In Bugland one discusses high politics with barbers while
having a shave. We are unable to do so even in our
family circle, not because the members of the family or
the barbers ure ignorant people, Their intellect is as
woll-trained as that of the English barber. We arv able
to diseuss intelligently with them the events of ¢ Maha-
bharata,” * Ramayauna” and of our holy places. For the
national training flows in that direction. But we are

unable to take home what we receive in our schools. We

cannot, reproduce before the family cirele what we have

learnt through the English language. !

At the present moment the proceedings of our Legis-

lative Councils are conducted in English, In many other
institutions the same state of things prevails, We are,
‘therefore, in the position of & miser who buries under-
ground all his ' riches, We fare mno better in our law
courts. Judges often address words of wisdom. The court-
going public is always eager to hear what the J udges
have tosay. But they know no more than the dry ' deci-
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sions of the Judges. They do 1ot even understand their
ccungels’ addvesses, Doctors receiving diplemas in Mediceal
Colleges treat their patients o better. They are unsble |
' to give necessary instructious to  their patients. They
often do not know the vernacular papces - of the different
members of the body. Their  connection, thevefore, with
their patients, ag a rule, does not {ravel beyond the writ- ;
ing of presoviptions. It i brought up s o charge sgaingb
us that threugh cur thoughileseness wo allow the water
that flows from the mountain-tops during the ra_in)'" sea-
fon to go to waste, and gimilerly treat. valuable MADUES
worth lakbs of tupees snd get disease in the bsrgain. In il
the same manner being crushed under the weight of
baving to lesrn English and through want of far-sighted-
ness, we are unable to give to the nation what it ' should
receive at our hands, There is no exaggeration in thia
statement. It is an expresgion of the feelings that are
raging within we, ‘We shatl have to pay dearly for our
continuous disregard of the motber-tongue. The nation -
has suffered much by reason of it. It is the fitst duby of
the learned class now to deliver «the nation from the
agony. . T
There can be no limit to tho scope of a language in
which Narasingh Mehta sang. Nandshanker ‘wrote hiy
Karanghelo, which  hag produced a race of writers like
Navalram, Narmadashanker, Mani'al, Malabari and others;
in which the late Raychandkayi carried on his roul-lifting
discourses, which the Hindus, Mahomedans and  Parsis
. claim to speak and can serve if they will ; which 'hae
produced a race of holy sages; which owns Among ite
votaries millionaires ; which has been spoken by gailors
who have ventured abroad ; and in which the Barda hills
still bear witness to the valourous deeds of Mulu Manek
21 A - !
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| INDIAN PROBLEME

and Jodha Manek, What else can  the Gujaratis schieve,
if they decline to receive their tmlmng throngh that -
language % It grioves one even to hswe o eonsxdar the
,question. AN y )
.. /In elosing thls %ub]ect I would invite yom attantton
i to the paraphlets published by D¢, ?ranjtwandas Mehba,
niof which a Gujarati translation is now out. I ask you to.
~ read them, You will find therein a collection of opinions
/' in support of the views herein expressed,
1f it is deemed advisable tio make the mother-tougua
the media of instruetion, itis necessary to examine the
steps to be taken for achioving the end, I propose to re-
count them, without going into the argument in sups
POrG toem .
(1) The Enghqh-l..nowmg Guajaratis should never, in
(their mutmal intercourse, make use of Koglish,

: (2) Those who are competent both in "Enoglish and
Ghujarati, shoulrl translate  useful Enohsh works into
Fujarati. :

(3) Education nguas should b:we toxt- books pre-
pared,

(4) Moneyed men should establish schools in “various
places in which Gujarati should be the medium,
(D) Alongside of the foregoing ackivity, conferencaﬂ
and leagnes should petition the Governmant and pray that =
the medinm should be Gujarati in CGovernment schools,
 that proceedings in the Law Courts and Councils and all
. public activities should be in Gujirati, that public services
" should be open to all, without invidious d:stmcl‘.wns in
favour of those who know Eaglish, and m.ac.c_orda.nea witih
the qualifications of applicants for the post for which they
. way apply, and that schools should be established wher o



aspxmnta for publm oﬂices may racswe smmng through A
‘Ghnjarati,

'Gn.r'aiwr- nnb’mﬁokm CONFRRENOE IR ) et

" There is a dltﬁculi:y abouf t;he foregumg suggest.lt"rna.'-" i

In the councils thereare members who speak in Marathi,
“Sindhi, Gujarati and . even Kanarese, This i8 a serious
difficulty, but uot insurmonntable. The Telugus have
‘alveady commenced = diseussion of the question, and there

s little doubt that a re-distribution of provinces will have

‘to take place on a linguistic basis, ~ Till then every metn-
‘ber should have the right to address his remarks in Hinda

.or in his own vernacular, If this suggestion appears inugh- '
able, 1 would state in all humility that many suggestions =

have at first sight o appeared, As 1 hold the view that'
-our progress depends upon acorrect datermination of the
n:'lredmm of instruction, my suggestion appears tp me to
‘have much substanceinit, If my suggestion were adopt-
ed the vernaculars will gain in influence, and when they
acquire State recognition they are likely %o show raerits
‘beyond our imagination. " ¥ » SR
THE NATIONAL TANGUAGE NOR INDIA

It behoves us to devote attention to. -4, consideration

.of a national language, ns we have done to that of fthe
medinm  of instruction, If English is to become a

" national Janguage, it ought to be treated as a compulsory
" .gubject.  Can Huoglish become the national language?
Some learned patriots, contend that even to raise the
question betrays ignovance. In their opinion HEnglish
already occupies that place, ‘His Excellency the Viceroy
in his recent utterance hag merely expressed a hope that
English will occupy that place, His enthusiasm does not
take him as far as that of the former, His ‘Mxcellency
believes that Hnglish will day after day command a larger
place, will permeate the family cirole, and at  Insh rise o




