INDIAN PROBLEMS

‘We certainly believe in them fo an extont, They are the
best policy but we may deviate from them if our untrained
repson suggests deviation, Wae have not faith enough to-
feel that though the present outlook seems black, if ‘we
follow the dictates of truth or love or exercise self-restraint,
the ultimate result must be sound. Men whose spiritual
vigion has become blurred mostly look to tho present vather
than conssrye the future good. He will render: the-
 greatest social service who will ro-instate usin our ancient:
gpirituality, But humble men that we are, it is enough
for us if we recognise the loss and by such ways as are
open to us prepare the way for the man who will infect us
with his power and enable us to feel clearly through the-
heart, things we are to-day unable to perceive through our

resson, _
T.ooking then at the classes 1 find that our Rajahs:
and Maharajahs squanler their resources after so called
useless gport and drink, I was told the other day that the
cocaine habit was sapping the nation’s manhood and  that
like the drink habit it was on the increase and in its effect
more deadly than drink, It is impossible for & social
worker to blind himself to the evil. We dare not ape the
Wost. ~ We are a nation that has lost its prestige and its
golf-regpect. 'Whilst a tenth of our population is living on.
the verge of starvation, we have no time for indulging our-
gselves, What the West may ‘do with impunity is likely
in our case to prove our ruin, The evils that are corroding:
the higher strata of society are difficult for an ordinary
worker to tackle. They have acquired a certain degree
 of respéctability. “But they ought not to be beyond’
' the reach of this Confererce. kg
Equally important is the ‘question of the status' of
women both Hindu and Mahomedans, Are they' or sre
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they noti to play their full part in the plan of regeneration
alongside of their husband ¢ They wust be enfran-
chised. = They can no longer be treated either as dolls or
slaves without the social body remaining in a condition of |
gocial paralysis. And here again I would venture to
_ suggest to the reformer thut the ‘way to woman’s freedom
i3 not through edueation but through the change of
attibude on the part of men and corresponding action.
' Kdueation is necessary but it muast follow the freedom.
- We dare not wait for literary edueation to restove our
womanhood to its proper state, Kven without literary
education our women aro ae cultured as any on the face of
the earth, The remedy lavgely lieg in the hands of
husbands, el
It makes my blood boil as I wander through the
country and watch lifeless and fleshless oxen with their
ribs sticking through their skins, carrying loads or plough-
ing onr fields. To improve the breed of our catitly, to
- resous them from the eruelty practised on thewn by their
cow-worshipping masters and to save them from the
- glaughter house ig to solve half the problem of our poverty,
«vvoes We have to educate the people toa humane use
of their cattle and plead with the Government to conserve
i the pasture land of the country. Protection of the cow
is an economic necessity. It can not be. brought about
by force. It can only be achieved by an appeal to
the finer feelings of our English friends and our
Mahomedan countrymen to save the cow from the slaugh-
ter-house,  This question . involves the overhauling
of the management of our Pinjrapoles and eowsprotection
gocieties. A proper solution of this very diffeult problén
means establishment of perfoet congord between Hindug
and Mahomedans and an end of Bakr-id riots, - L
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I have glanced at the literature kindly furnished at
my request by the seversl Leagues who are rendering
adwmirable Social Service, I note that some have included

\in their programme many of the iters mentiotied by me.
All the Leagues are non-sevtarian and they have as their
members the most distinguished menand women in the land.
‘The possibilities for services of a far reaching chhracter are
thereforo great, But if the work is to leave its impress on

. the nation, we must have workers who are prepared, in -
Mr. Gokhale’s words,-—to dedicate their lives to the
oause, (live me such workers and 1 promise they will rid
- the land of all the evils that afflict it. '

e

HOME RULE

L My, Gandl sent the following message to the first number of
L the ** Home Ruler’ published on the bth Jamuary, 1918 1
'\ I have been asked to write » message to the Home
Ruler, The words * Home Rule” express the idea of the
_ management of one’s own affairs by oneself, Tt is a truism
~ to say that only he can govern the community who can .
‘manage the affairs of his own house properly. The man
whose house is uot clean cannot be expected to keep his
Hocality in a sanitary state, It is therefore our duty to set
right the affairs of our own house, And for this itis
negessary that wo should carry on internal activity 'for
_ Homeé Rule. Fxternal activity sbould of course go onj
* but side by side with it, inner progress should be made,
Internal improvement includes soeial and other reforms.
 1f the readers of the Fome Ruler realize this, and act ac-'
. cordingly, 1 am certain that we will not be disappointed. *
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My, Gandhi pubhsked the fotﬂowmg wply in the  Statesman”
of Janvary 19, 1918 to Mr. lrwin's attack on Mr. omd Mrs.
Gandhi in the columns of the same journal i—

‘Myr, Irwin's latest letter  published in your. 18511**.

of the 12th instant compels me to court  the hospitality of

your columns.  So long a8 your emimapondent{_ confined

* himself to matters directly affecting himself, his misrepre-

sentations did not much mattdr, as the real facts were as
much within the knowledge of the Government and thosa
who are concérned with the agrariah  guestion in  Cham-
paran, a8 within mine, But in the letter under notice, he

has travelled outside his jurisdiction as it were, and uns

' chivalrously attacked one of the most innocent women'
walking on the face of the earth (and this L say although
-she happens to be my wife) and has unpardonably referred

to & question of the greatest moment, I mean, the cow-pro- |

tection (uestion, without taking the precaution as behoves

a genhleman of ascertaining facts at first hand,

My address to the Gau-rakshini  Sabha he conld havo-

easily obteined wpon application to me, = This at least was "
due to me as between man and man, Your correspondent

accuses mo of ¢ making & united attack oo ashed log (their
landlords) who slaughter and cat cows daily.’ This pre-

supposes that I was addressing a comparatively microscop-

je audience of the planters’ raiyats, The fact is that the

audience was composed chiefly of  the non-raiyat class, .
But I had in mind a much bigger audience, and not mere- . |
1y the few thousand hearers before me, I spoke undera full -
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fense of my responsibility, The question of cow-protec-
tion is, in my opinion, as large as the Bmpire to which
My, Irwin and I belong, 1T know that heis the proud
+ father of a young lad of 24, who has received by his gal-
lantry the unique honour of a Coloneley at his age. Mr.
Trwin can, if he will, obtain a greater honour for himself by '
studying the cow question and taking his full share in its
~ solution, He will, 1 promise, be then much better oceu-
pied, than when he is dashing off his misrepresentations to
be published in the press, and most unnecessarily prepar-
ing to bring 2,200 cases against his tenants for the sake
of deviving the questionable pleasure of deeming me res-
ponsible for those cases. i
I said at the meeting that the Hindus had no war-
rant for resenting the slaughter of cows by their Maho-
medan brathren who kill them from religious convietion, so-
long as they themselves were a  party to the killing by
. inches of thousands of cattle who weére horribly ill-treated
by their Hindu owners, to the drinking of milk deawn
from cows in the inhuman dairies of Calentta, and so long
as they calmly contemplated theslaughter of thousands of
. cattle in the slaughter houses of India for providing beef
for the Buropean or Christian residents of India. I sug-
gested that the first step towards procuring full protection
for cows was to pub their own house in order by securing
absolute immunity from ill-treatment of their eattle by
Hindus themselves, and then to appeal to the Huropeauns
to abstain from beef-eating whilst resident in India, or at
least to procure beef from outside India, 1 added that in
no case could the cow protection propaganda, if it was to-
be based upon religious conviction, tolerate o sacrifice of
Mahomedans for the sake of saving cows, that the religious.
‘method of securing protection from Christians and Maho-.

INDIAR PROBLEMS
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medans alike was for Hindus to offer themselves a willing.
sacrifice of sufficient magnitude to deaw out the merciful:
nature of Christians and Mahowedans, Rightly or wrong-
1y worship of the cow is ingrained in the Hindu nature
and I see no escape from a most bigotted and sanguinary
strife over thig question between Ohristians and Maho-
medans on the one band and Hindus on the othar except
in the fallest recognition and practice by the Hindus of
the roligion of whimsa, which it is my self-imposed and
humble mission in life to preach, Let the truth be
faced. It must not be supposed that Hindus feel nothing
about the cow-slaughter going on for the Huropean, 1
know that their wrath is to-day being buried under the-
awe inspired by the English rule, But there is uofa
Hindu throughont the langth and breadth of Iadia who
does not expect ane day to free his land from cow-glaughter:
But contrary to the genius of Hinduism as [ know it he
would not mind forcing even at the point of the
sword either the Christian or the Mahomedan tio abandon
cow-glaughter, I wish to play my humble part in pravent-
ing such a catastrophe and 1 thank Mr. Irwin for having:
provided me with an opportunity of inviting him and your 7’
veaders to help me in my onerous mission, The mission
rany fail to prevent cow-slaughter. But there is no reason
why by patient plodding and consistent practice it should’
not suceeed in showing the folly, the stupidity and the
inhumanity of committing the crime of killing a fellow
human being for the sake of saving a fellow animal.

So much on behalf of the innocont cow. A word
only for my innocent wife who will never even know the-
wrong your correspondent has dove her, If My, Irwin
would enjoy the hononr of being introduced to her he will

. soon find out that Mrs. Gandbi is o simple woman, alimost
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' mnlettered, who knows nothing of the two bazars men-
~ ‘tioned by him, even as I krew nothing of them until very
- vecently and sometime after the establishment of the rival
bagaar referred to by Mr. Trwin, He will then further
assare himself that Mrs. Gandhi has had no hond in its
‘establishraent and is toﬁa“_y incapable of managirg sach
2 bazanyy  Lastly he will at once learn that Mrs, Gandhi’s
 time is occupied in cooking for and Serving tho teachers
eonducting the school established in the dehat in question,
in distributing medical relief avd in moving amongst the
women of the dehat with a view to giving them an idew of
simple hygiene, Mrs, Gandhi, I may add, has not learnt
the art of taking speeches or addressing letters to the
press. i o
Asg to the rest of tha letter, the less said the better,
It s so full of palpable mis-reprosentations that it is
difficalt to deal with them with sufficient self-restraint, I
can only say that [ am trying to the best of my ability to
fulfil the obligation, I kLold wmyself under, of promoting
good-will between planters and the raiyats, and if I fail it
L would not be dus to want of efforts on my part, but it
would be largely, if not entirely, due to the mischievous
propaganda Mr. Trwin is carrying on openly and some
others sub rosa in Champaran in ovder to nullify the_effect
of ‘the report published by the Agrarian Committes, .which
was brought into being not as Me. frwin falsely suggests
at my request, but by the agitation carried on, as yonr
filos would demonstrate, by Mr. Irwin and his friends of
the Anglo-Indian Association. If he is wiso he will abide
by his written word, voluntarily and after full digcussion
and deliberation, given by him at Ranchi.
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The anniial guthering of the J‘Jmnbay Bhagini Swmaj was
held on Wednesday February 20, 1918, af Morarjy Goluldas
Hall, under the presidency of M r. M., K. Gandhi, The
annual report of the Samaj hawing been road, by the ('mera( ;
Secretury, the President distributed prizes to the pupils of
the female classss? and delivered a very infornving address on
the education of wornen, in the courss of which he smd e

Tt is necessary to understand what we mean when we
' ta?k of the regeneration of women. It presupposea dege-
neration and if that is so we should further consider what
led to it and how, It is onx primary duby to  have some
very hard thinking on these points, In travelling all over
India I have come to realize that all the existing agitation
is confined to an infinitesimal gection of our ' people who
are really & mere speck in the vast firmament, Croves of -
people of both the sexss live in absolute ignorance of this-
agitation. Full eighty-five per cent of the people of this
country pass their innocent days in a state of total detach-
ment from what is going on around them, These men
and women ignorant as they are do their * bit” in life well
and properly. Both have the same ecducation or rather
the absence of education, Both are helping each other as.
they ought to do, 1f their lives are in any sense incom-
plete, the canse can be traced to the incompleteness of the
lives of the remaining fifteen per cont, If my sisters of
the Bhagini Samaj will make a close study of the lives of
these 85 per cent of oar people, it will provide them ample
materisl for an excellent programme of work for the

Samaj,
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o ‘ MAN MADE SOCIAL LAWS, :

In the observations that 1 am going to make [ will
confine myself to the 15 per cent. abovementioned and
even then it would be out of place to discuss the disabili-
ties that are common both to men and women, The point
for us to consider is the degeneration of our women rela-
tively to our men. Legislation bas been mostly the handi-
work of men ; and man has not always been fair and dis-
¢viminate in performing that self-appointed task. The
largest part of our effort in promoting the regeneration of
women should be directed towards removing those blemi-
.shes which are represented in our Shastras as the neces-
$ary and ingrained characteristic of women. Who '« will
attempt this and how ¢ In my humble opinion in order
to make the attempt we will have to produce women pure,
firm and self-controlled as'Sita, Damayanti and Draupadi.

1f we do producs them such modern sisters will receive the
] ame homage from Hindu Society as is being paid to their
prototypes of yore. Their words will have the' same au-
thority as the Sbastras. We will feel ashamed of the
stray retlections on them in our Smritis and will soon for-
get them. Such revolutions have occurred in Hinduism
in the past and will still take place in the future, leading
4o the stability of our faith, I pray to, God that this
Association might soon produce such women as I bhave

Jescribed above. . e

PLACE OF LITGRARY EDUCATION.

We have now discussed the root cause of the degener-
ation of our women and have considered the ideals by the
realization of which the present conditions of our women
san be improved. The number of women who can realize
those idenls will be necessarily very fow and therefore, we
will new consider what ordinary women can  accomplish if



they would try, ‘I’helr ﬁrsi: attempt should be d:mted
towards awakening in the minds of as many women as

T ow wanmnoo:n . i .883"

possible a proper sense of their present condition, I am

not among those who believe that such an effort can be

made thy ough literary edueation only, To work on that
basis would be to postpone indefinitely the accomplishment
of our aims ; 1 have experienced at every step that it is
znot at all neoeﬂaary to wait so long, Weecan bring home
to our women the sad realities of their present condition
withouti in the first instaxce giving them any literary edu-

cation. 'Woman is the companion of man gifted with

-equal meptal capacities, She has the right to participate
in the very minutest detail in the activities of ' wan and
she has an equal right of freedom and liberty with him,
Bhe is entitlod to a supreme place in her own sphere of

activity ag man isin his, This ought to be the natural .

condition of things and nof as a result only of learning to
read and write, By sheer forca of a vieious custom  even
the most ignorant and worthless men have been enjoying a
superiority over women which they do not deserve and
-ought not to have. Many of our movements stop half:

way beeanse of the condition of our women, Much of our

work does not yield appropriate results ; our lot is like
that of the pennywise and pound foolish trader who does
not employ enough capital in his business.

FAULTY SYSTEM OF EDUCATION,

Put although much good and useful work ~can bG
.dene without a knowledge of reading and writing yeb it is
my firm belief that you ¢annot always do without a know-
Jedge thereof. It develops and sharpens cue’s intellect
and it stimulates our power.of doing .good. T have never
placed an unnecessarily high value on the knowledge of

voading and writing. 1 am only attempting to assign its
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" proper place to it. I have pointed out from time to time
there is no justification for men to deprive women or to
deny to.them equal rights on the ground of their iliite-
vacy : but education is essential for enabling women to-
uphold these netural vights, to improve them and to
spread them ; again the true knowledge of self isunattain-
able by the millions wha are without such education.
‘Many a book is full of innocent pleasure and this will be
denied to us without education; It is no exaggeration to
say that a human baing without education is not far re-
nioved frots an animal, Fducation, therefore, is necessary
for women as it is for mon, Not that the  methods of
education should be identical in both casos. In the first
place our state syatem of education is full of error and pro-
ductive of harm, in many respects. 1t should be eschewed

‘ by men and women alike. Even if it were free from
its present blemishes I would not regard it is proper for
women from all points of view. Man and woman ave of
equal rank but thoy are vot  identieal, They are a poer-

Jess pair being supplementary to one another ; each helps.
the other s0 what without the one the existence of the
other cannot be conceived, and therefore it follows as &

necesgary corollary from these facts that anything that’

‘will impair the status of either of them will involve the

equal ruin of them both, In framingany scheme of wo-

aducation this cardinal truth must be constantly
kept in mind, Man is supreme in the outward activites of

a aarvied pair and therefore it is in the fitness of things

that he should have a grester knowledge thereof, On the

other hand home life i entireiy the sphere of woman and
therefore in domestic affaire, in the upbringing and educa-
sion of children, women ought to have more knowledge.

Not that knowledge should be divided into watertight

en’s



mmpartmanta or that. 80me bmnches of knowledge shoul&
be closed 60 any one ; hut unless courses of instruction are

based on a dmcnmnmtmg appreciation of these basie prin«

ciples the fullest life of man and woman cannot be deve-
low“]- ] g \

| 18 EDUCATION NECESSARY ¢

i

ox womnoon Rl g '23"85

I shotﬂd say a word  or two a8 to whether English

education is or is not necessary for our women, I have
come to the conelusion that in the ordinary course of ' our
lives neither our men nor our women need necessar_lly have

any knowledge of English, True English is necessary for

 making a living and for nctive association in onr political
‘movements. 1 do not believe in women working for a
living or undertaking commercial enterprize. The few
women who m_aj,v require or desire tio have Tinglish education
can very easily have their way by joining the schools for

men, To introduce English  education in schools meant

for women could only lead to prolong our helplessness, . I
have .often read and heard people saying that the rich
treasures of English literature should be opened alike to
men and women, I submit in all humility that there is
© gome nmisapprehension in assuming such an attitude. No
one 'i_nhends to close these treasures against women
while keoping them open for men, There is none
on earth able to prevent you from studying the literature
of the whole world if you are fond of litevnry tastes. DBut
when courses of education have been framed with the
needs of .4 partmular society in view you cannot supply
the xeqa.xmmants of the few who have cultivated a lit;emry
taste. In asking our men and women to spend less time
in thestudy of English than they are doing now wry object
is not to deprive them of. the pleasure which they are

Y
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| hkely to derive from it but I hold that the same
pleasure can be obtained at less sost and trouble if
we follow a more natural method, The world is full of
many a gem of priceless beauty ; but then these gems are
not all of English setting, Other languages can well boast
of productions of similar excellence ; all these should be
made available for our common people and that can only
be doneif our own learned men will undertake to trons-
late them for us in our own languages.

; UNSPEARKABLE SIN OF CHILD MARRIAGE,

" Merely to have outlined a scheme of education ag
above i8 not to have removed the bane of child marriage
from our society or to bave conferred on our women an
equality of rights. Tet us now consider the car¢ of our
girls who disappear, o to say, from view after marriage.
They are vot lkely to return to our schools, Conscious
of the unspeakable and unthinkable sin of the child mar-
riage of their daughters, their mothers cannot think of

educating thém or of otherwise making ‘their dry life a
cheerful one. The man who marries a young girl does nat
do so out of any altruistic motives but through sheer lust.
Who is to rescue these girls? A proper answer to this
question will also be a solution of the woman's problem,
The aggwer is aibeit difficult, but it is only one. There is

" of course none to champion her cauee but her husband.
It is useless to expect a child-wife to be able to bring
round the man who hes married-her. The difficult work
must, therefore, for the present at least ‘be left to man,
1f 1 could I would take a census of child wives and wiil
find the friends as well as through moral and polite exhort-
ations I will attempt, to bring home to them the enormity
of their crimein linking their fortunes with child wives
and will wean them that there is no expiation for that sin

INDIAN PROBLEMS



S Vet 1 e . | | L AL R ] Ry
I () ) /) L] Ty | () ¥ A \ v { 4 17
3 = | i | /] R f ) 3 T !
. i) . R [ . i L Al Nk ) i ; -
ks Fr s A b | 1 L iy i 1 i grmy E ’
i i ik t g i ) f

oY WOMANHOOD i e

unless and wntil they have by education made their wives
fit not only to bear children but also to bring them up
properly and unless in . the meantime they live a lifo of
absoulte celibacy, Y - :
QUINT AND UNOBITRUSIVE WORE NEEDED. _
Thus there are many fruitful fields of activity before
~ ‘tho members of the Bhagmi Samaj for devoting their
 evergies to, The fleld for work is so vast that if vesolute
~application is brought to bear thereon the wider move-
‘ments for reforma may for the present well be laft to
‘themselves and great service can be done to the cause of
Home Rule without so much as even a verbal reference to
it. 'When printing presses were non-existent and scope
for speech-making very limited, when one could hardly
travel bwenty-four miles in the course of a day instead of
a thousand miles as now, we had ouly one agency for pro-
pagating our ideals and that was our ‘ Acts’; and acts had
immense potency., Weare now rushing to and fro with
the 'velocity of air delivering speeches, writing news-
\paper articles and yet we fall short of our accomplish-
‘ments and the cry of despair fills the air., ‘I for one
am of opinion’ that as in old days our aetswill have a
more powerfal infinence on the public than any number
of speechies and writings, It is my earnest prayer to your
Association: that its members ‘should give prominence to
* quiet and unobtrusine work in whatever it does,
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PLEA FOR HINDI

My, Gandhi wrote the following letier to the press under date
Indore, March 3, 1918 soon .after the conclusion of the
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan '

At the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan ]uﬂb closmg a com-
mittee’ consisting of the Houn’ble Rai Bahadur Bishen
Dutta Shukla, Rai Bahadur Saryoo Prasad Babu Shiva-

. Pragad Gupta, Babu Purushottam Das Tandon, Babu Gaurk
Shanker Prasad, Pandit Venkatesha Narayan Tiwari and
mysolf, was appointed as a special committee to give effect
to certain resolutions of the Sammelan, One of the
instructions given to the committee is to find out six Tamil
and Telugu youths of promise and good character who
‘would undertake to learn Hindi with 2 view to ultimately
becoming missionaries for the propagation of Hindi among

~ the Tamil and the Telugn people. It has been proposed
to locate them either at Allahabad or at.Benares, and to

_ teach thom Hindi. ' Expenses of their board and lodging

_as yell as instruction will be paid for by the Committee,
1% is expected that the course will not take longer than
a year at the most, and as soon ag they have attained a .
certain standard of knowledge of Hindi they would be
entrusted with the migsionary work, that is, the work of

+ teaching Hindi to the Tamil or the Telugu people as the
case may be, for whichthey would get a salary to maintain
thomselves suitably. The Committee will guarantee such
gervice for at least a pericd of three years, and will expect
applicants to enter into a contract with the Committes to



cender the stipulated service faithfully and well for thati
veriod, The Committe expects that the services of these

G,
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youths will be indefinitely prolonged and that they. will

L, able to serve themselves as well as the country® The
degire of the Committee is to offer liberal payment and
expect in return abzolute faithfulness and stoad fastness.
I trust that you agree with the Sammelan that Hindi
and Hindi alone, whether in Sanskrit form or as TUrdu,
san become the language of intercourse between the diffe
vant provinces. It is already that amongst the Muoham-
saadans all over Tndia, as also amongst the Hindus except
in the Madras Presidency. I excluds the English educated
Iadians who have made English, in my humble opinion,
aiuch to the detriment of the country, the language of
wutual intercourse. I1f we are to realise the Swara] ideal
6 must find a common language that can be easily learnt
and that can be understood by the vast masses. This has
always been Hindi or Urdu and is so even now a8 1 can
say from personal experience. 1 have faith enough in the
patriotism, selflessness and the sagacity of the people of
the Madras Presidency to know that those who at all want
o render national service or to come in touch with the
other Provinces, will undergo the sacrifice, if it is one;
of learning Hindi, I suggest that they should consider
it a privilego to be able to learn a language that will
sriable them to enter into the hearts of millions of their
countrymen, = The propgsal set forth is a temporary make-
hift, An agitation of great potency must arise in the
country that would compel the educational authorities to
introduce Hindi as the second language in the public
schools, Bub it was felt by the Sammolan that no time
should be lost in popularising Hindi in the Madras

- presidency. Hence the above-mentioned proposal which,

&
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' X hope, you will be able to commend -to your readers..
I may add that the Committee proposes:to send Hindi
teachers to the Tamil as also to the Andhra districts in
order to teach Hlindi frae of chargeto those who would:
cara to learn it. I hope that many will take advantage
of the proﬂ‘ared tuition. Those youths who wish to apply
for the training above-mentioned should do so under
cover addressed to . me care of Hindi Sahitya Saramelan,
Allahabad, before the end of April,

b — o b

THE AHMEDABAD MILL HANDS
When the mill hands at  Adhmedabad wend on  strike M.
Gandhi was mqumtaonad to settle the dispute bstwam the-
mill owmers and the workmen. Mr, Gandhi was gquiding
‘the labourers to a successful sattlement of their wages when
some of them betrayed « sense of woakmness and despair, amd de-
‘moralisation was apprehonded. At a critical stage in the crisis
My, Qandhi and Miss Anasuyabet took the wow of fast.
\This extreme action on the part of Mr. Gandhi was disquiet-
ey fo frdends and provoked some - bitter comments from the
- umfriendly. . In the following statement issued from N adiad
wnider date; Mareh 27, 1918, My, Gundhi e:z:plams the ir-
‘ctemstancss which necessitated this action :—

Perhinps I owe an explanation to the public with re-
. gard to my vecont fast. ' Some friends consider the action
o bave buen silly, others, cowardly and some others stilk
‘worse., In my opinion I would have been untrue to my
Maker and to the cause T was espoumng igh T haod‘aemd'
otherwise.
 When over a month ago T reached Bombay T was
old that Ahmedabad millhands had threatenad a strike-

v.*.?,
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and violence if the bonus that was given to them during |
the plague was wthdmwn L was asked to intervene and

I consented. -

Owing to the plague the aien | ere getting as much
aa 70 per cent, bonus since August last, An attempt to
reoall that bonus had résulted in grave dissaticfaction
among the labourers.” When it was almoss too late the
willowners offered in the place of the plague bonus and
for the sake of the high prices a rvise of 20 pex cent. The
labourers were unsatisfied, The matter was referred to
arbitration, Mr, Chatfield, the Collector being the Umpire.

The men in some mills however struck work. ~'The owners _

thinking that they had done so without just couse with-

drew from the arbitration, and declared a general lockout .

to be continued till the labourers were eoxhausted into
accepting 20 per cent, increase they had offervd. Messrs.

Shankerlal Banker, V, J, Patel and I, the arbitrators -

appointed on behalf of the labourers, thought [that thay
were to be demoralised if we did not act promptly and
 decisively, ‘We therefore investigated the question of in-
crease, we sought the millowneérs’ assistance. They would
not give it.  Their one purpose was to organise themselves
into a combination that ecould fight a similar combination
of their employees, QOne-sided tochnically = though
ovr investigation was, we endeavoured to examine
the millowners’ side, and ' came to the eonclu-
sion that 35 per cent incresse was fair. Before
. sunouncing the figure to the millbands we informed the
employors of the result of our inquiry and told them that
- we would correct ourselves if they could sbow any error,
The latter would not co-operate. Thay seut a reply say-
ing as much, but they pointed out in it that the rate of
increase granted by the Government ag also the employers



. in Bombay was much less than the one contemplated by
‘us.  Lfelt that the sddendum was beside ghe point, and at
2 huge meeting anvounced 35 per cent. for the millhands!
agceptance.  Be it noted that the plague bonus amounted
%0 70 per cont. of their wages and they had declived their
intention of accepting not less than b0 per cent. as high
prices increase. They were now callsd upon to accept the
| mesn, finding the mean was quite an accident between the
- millowners’ 20 per cent. and their own 50 per cent, After
| some grumbling the meeting accepted the 85 per cont,
inorease, it always being understood ' that they would
recegnise at thd same time the principle of arbitration
- whenever the millowners did so, From that time forwavd,
1.0, day after day thousands of people gathered together
under the shade of a tree outside the city walls, people
walking long distances in many cages and solemnly repent-
ed their detormination in the name of  Gtod not to accept
anythmg legs than 35 percent. No pecuniary assistance
wag given them. It is ensy enough to understand that
many must suffer from the pangs of starvation and that
they conld not, while they were without. employment, get
any credit. We'who were helping them, came, on the
other hand to the conalusion that we would only spoil
them if we collected public funds and utilised them for
feeding them unless the nble-bodied amongst them were
ready to perform bread-labour. 1t wasa difficult task to
persuade men who had worked at machines to shoulder
baskets of sand or bricks, They eame buat theydid so
grudgingly. The millowners hardened their hearts, They
 were equally determined not to go beyond 20 ‘per oent.
and they appointed emissaries to persnade the men fo give
_dn,  Even during the early part of the lockout, whilst wo
~ had declined to help those who would not work we bad




G,

THE AXMMEDABAD MILL -‘nm 308

assured them tha.t we would feed and clothe ourselves
after feeding and clothing them. Twenty two days had
passed by; hunger and the Millowners’ emissaries were
producing their offect and Satan was whispering to the
‘mon that there was no such thing as God on earth”who
would help them and that vows wers dodges resorted o by
wenklings. One morning instead of an eager and enthu-
siastic crowd of 5 to 10 thousand men with determination
written on their faces, I met a body of about 9,000 men
with despair written on their faces. We had just heard
that millhands living in a particular chowl bad declined to
attend the meeting, were preparing to go to work and
accept 20 per cent, increase and were taunting us (1 think
very properly) that it was very well for us who had motors
at our disposal and plenty of food, to attend their meet-
“ings and advise staunchness even unto death. What was
Itodo? I held the cause to be just, I believe in God as
I believe that I am writing this letter. I believe in the
necessity of the performance of “one’s promises” at All
costs, I knoew that the men hefore us were Cod-fearing
men, but that the long-drawn out lockout or strike was
putting an undue strain upon thewa. T had the knowledge
before me that during my extensive travels in India hun-
dreds of beople were found who as readily broke their
promises as they made them. T knew, too, that the best
of ug have but a vague and indistinet belief in soul-force
and in God. I felt thatit was a sacred moment  for nie,
my faith was on the anvil, and T bhad no hesitation in
rising and declaring to the men that a breach of their vow
g0 solemnly faken was unendurable by me and thatT
would not take any food until they had the 35 per cent.
increase given or until they had fallen. A meeting that
4vas up to now unlike the former meetings totally unres:
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ponsive, worked wap as if by magie,  Tears | trickled dows
the cheeks of every one of them and man after man rose-
up siying that they wauld never go to the mills . unless.
 they got the increase, and that they would go about the’
- eity dnd steel the hearts of those who had not attended
| the meeting, - 1t was a privilege to witness. the demons-
testion of the efficacy of truth and love., Xwery one im--
~ mediately vealised that the protecting power of God weas. -
|/ a8 much with us to-day as it used, to be in the days of
~yore. I am not sorry forthe vow, but with the belief that
I have, I would have been unworthy of the truth under- .
taken by meif I had dene anything less,  Before I ook
the vow I knew that there were sevious defects about it.
For me to take such a vow inorder to affect in any shape
or form the decision of the millowners would be a coward-
ly injustioo done to them, and that I would so prove my-
self unfit for the friendship which I had the privilege of
enjoying with some of them. I knew that I ran the risk
f'being misunderstood. I could not prevent my fast from
affecting my decision. Their knowledge moreover put a
responsibility on me which I was ill able to bear, From
now 1 disabled myself from gaining concessions for the
men which ordinarily in a struggle such as this I wonld
- be entirely justified in securing. I knew, too, that I
would bave to be satisfied with the minimum I could get
from the millowners and with a fulfilment of the letter of
~ the men’s vow rather than its spirit and so hath i% hap-
pened. X put the defocts of my vow in one seale and the
merits of it in the other. There are hardly any acts of
" human beings which ara free from all taing. Mige, I know,.
was exceptionally tainted, but the ignominy of having un-
worthily compromised by my vow the position and inde-
pendence of the millowners, than thst it should be said by
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posterity that 10,000 men had suddenly broken a vow
which they had for over twenty days solemnly = taken and

repeated in the name of God. Iam  fully convinced that
no body of men can make themselves into a nation or pers
form great tasks unless they bocome as true as steel and:
unless their promises come to be regarded by the world
~ like the law of the Medes and Persians, inflozible, and
unbreakable, and whatever may be the verdict of friends,.
go far as T can think at ' present, on given occasions, I
should not hesitate in future to vepeat the humble performi-
ance which I have taken the liberty of deseribing in  this.
communication, ‘ - ' :
I eannot conelude this letter without mentioning two.
names of whom India has every reason to be proud. The
millowners were represented by Mr. Ambalal Sarabhai who
is o gentleman in every sense of the term. Heisa wan
of great culture and equally great abilities. He, addsto
these qualities a resolute will.  The millhands were repre-
sented by his sister, Anaguyabai, She possesses a heats
of gold. " 8Bhe is full of pity fer the poor. The mill hands
adore her. ‘Her word is law with them. I have not known
a struggle faught with so little bitterness and such cour-
tesy on either side, This happy vesult is principally due
to the connection with it of Mr., Ambalal Sarabhai ‘and
Anusuyabai. - , ;

'
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| A LETTER TO THE VICEROY

Me. M. K. Gandhi addressed the following letter to M B

the Viceroy soon after the Delhi War Conference i~

 Sir, a8 you are aware, after careful consideration, I -

. folt constrained to convey to Your Excellency that I could

‘not attend the Conference for reasous stated in the letter

of the 26th instant (April), but, after the interview you.

" were good eriough to grant me, I persuaded myself to join
it, if for no other cause than certainly out of my great
vegard for yoursell, One of my reasons for abstensiony
and  perhaps the strongest, was that Lok,  Tilak,
Mps, Besant and -the Ali brothers, whom I regard as
among the most powerful leaders of public opinion, were
not invited to the Conference. T still feel that it was &
grave blunder not to have asked thom, and I respectfully
suggest that that blunder might be possibly ropaired if
these leaders were invited to assist the Covernment by
| giving it the benefit of their adviee at the Pro-
vineial Oonferences, which, I understand, are to follow.
I venture to submit that no Government can afford
to disregard the leaders, who represent the large
masses of the poople as these do, even though they may

hold views fundamentally different, At -the same time it -

gives me pleasure to be able to say that the views of all
partios were permitted to be frecly expressed at the Com-
mittces of the Conference, For my part I purposely
vefrained from stating my views, oither at the Committee
at which I had the honour of serving, orat the Confer-
once itsolf. I felt that I conld best serve the objects of
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the Uonference hy mmply tendenng my support‘. to the
resolutions submibted to it, and this X have done without

'any reservation, I hopesto translate the spoken word
into action as early as the Government can see its way to-
accept my offer, which I am aubmmmng simultaneously
herewith in a separate letter,

1 recognise thatin the bour of its ‘danger wa wiust
give, a8 we have devided to give, ungrudging and unequi-
voeal support to the Empire of which we aspire in the
near future to be partners in the same sense as the
Dominions Overseas. But it is ¢he simple truth that our
regponse is due to the expeetation that our goal will be
reanched all the more speedily, On that account, even as

»  performance of duty automatically confers s corresponding
right, people are entitled to believe that the imminent.
vefopms alluded to in your speech will embody the main
general principles of the Congress-League scheme, and I
am sure that it is thiy faith which has enabled wany
members of the (onference to tender to the Covernment
their full-hearted co-operation, If I could make my
" countrymen retrace their steps, I wonld make them with-
draw all the Congress resolutions and not whisper
“ Home Rule” or “ Responsible Government” during the
pendency of the War, I would make India offer all her

" ahle-bodied sons as a sacrifice to the E]mp:ro at its critical
moment and T know that India, by this very act, would
bocome the most favoured partner in the Empire and
racial distinctions would become a thing of the past. But
practically the whole of educated Indin has decided to
take a less effective course, and it is no longer possible to
say that educated India does not exercise any influence on
the masses, [ have bean coming into most intimate touch
:mt.h the raiyats ever since my return from South Africa
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“to India, and I wish to assure you that the desire for
‘Bome-Rule has widely penetrated them. ' 1 was present
| ab the sessions of the last Congress, and I was & party to
‘the resolution that full Respongible (tovernment should be
gra.nbed to British India within a period to be fixed defi-
nitely by a Parlinmentary Statute. I admit that itisa
bold step to take, but I feel sure that nothing less than a
. deBnite vision of Home-Rule to be realised in the shortest
'posmble time will mtxafy the Indian people. I know that |
‘there are many in' India who conalder no sacrifice is too
great in order to 'achieve the end, and they ave wakeful
‘ enough to realise that they must be equally prepared to
anarifice themselves for the Bmpire in which they hope
and desire to reach their final status. It follows then
that we can but accelerate our journey to the goal by
gilently and simply devoting ourselves heart and soul fo
the work of delivering the Hmpire from the threatening
danger. It will be & national suicide not to recognise
- ‘this elementary truth. We must perceive that, if we
_aarve to save the Bmpire, we have in that very act secured

 Home: Rule,
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i Whl!st, therefore, it is clear to me that we should
gwe to the Empire every available man for its defence, 0
 fear that I cannot say the same thing about the financial
: g;asmta.nw My intilnate intercourse with the raiyats con-
vinces me that India has already donated to the Imperial
Exchequer beyond her capacity. I know that, in making
this statement, I am voicing the opinion of the. majonty
of my count‘.rymon
The Conference means for me, and 1 believe for many
of us, a definite step in the consecration of our lives fo .
‘tho common cause, but ours is a peculiar position. Weare °
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40 day outgide the partnership. Ouvs is a consecration
based on hope of better future, I should be untrue to
you and to my country if I did not clearly and unequive:|
-cally tell you what that hofle is, I do not bargain for its
fulfilment, but you should know that disappointment of
hope means disillusion, There is ome thing I may not
comit. = You have appealed to us to sink domestic differen-

' ces, If appeal involves the toleration of tyranny and |
wrong-doings on the part of officials, I am poweriess to
respond. I shall resist organised tyranny to the ubter-
most. The appeal must be to the officials that they do not
‘ill-treat 4 single soul, and that they consult and respeet
popular opinion ag never before, In Champaran by res'ist-_'
ing an age-long tyranny, I have shown the vltimate
‘soveraignty of British justice. . In Kaira a population that
wasg cursing the Govermment now feels that it, and not the
Government, is the powor when it is prepared to suffer for
the truth it represents, It is, therefore, losing its bitter-
ness and is saying to itself that the Government must be a
‘Government for people, for it tolerates orderly and 1 vespect-
ful disobedience where injustice is felt. Thus Ohamparan
‘and Kaira affairs are my direct, definite and special contri- *
bution to the War, Ask me to suépend my activities in
‘that direction and you ask me to suspend my life. If I
-could popularise the use of soul-fose, which is but another
name for love-force in place of brute force, I know that I
.could present you with an India that could:defy the whole
world to do its worst. In season and out of season, there-
fore, I shall discipline myself to express in my life this
eternal law of sufforing, and present it for.acceptance to
those who care, and if T take part in any other activity,
‘the motive is to show t.ha matehless eupenornty of tha.t
daw,

g
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Lastly, 1 would like you to ask His Majesty’s Minis-

ters to give definite assurance about Muharomadan Btates.

T am gure you know that every Mubammadan is deeply

' intarested in them, Asa Hin®u I cannot be indifferent
: Itp'-thair-eauéﬁi . Mheir gorrows must bg our sorrows. In
‘the most serupulous regard for the rights of thess States
~and for the Muslin sentiment as to the places of worahlp
I-'nmd in your just and timely treatment of Indmn claim to
| Home Rulo has the safety of the Mmpire, I write this,
. becauge I love the English Nation and I wish to evoke in
every Indian the loyalty of Englishman, Y AP,

| LORD WILLINGDON AND HOME RULERS

The following speech wns dslivered by Mr. Gandhi ag Presi-

dent of the Protest Meeting «t Bombay on June 16, 1918,

| This mesting was organised by the leading public men. of

. Pombay to proiest agaimst H. E.  Lord Willingdon's conduct

in the chair at the War Confarence of the 10th instant.

f It was not without very considerable. hesitation that

' X acoepted the invitation to préside over the deliberations

' of this great and impdrtant meeting. We have metin

order to respectfully protest against his Excellency Lord

‘Willingdon's conduct it the chair at the War Conference

. that metin the Town Hall on the 10th instant. I enter- -

tain high regard for Lord Willingdon. Of all the Gover-

nors in India probably Lord Willingdon is the most popu-

Tar,  He is known to bold liberal views regarding our as-

pirations, It is, therefore, difficult for me to mntempluta

yhe proceedings of this meoting withoub sorvow, but 1 feel

that T may not allow personal regard to interferve with the
peri‘ormance of an obvicns duby, no ,matter]how pamft.ﬂ ol

A A



Q.

LORD WILLINGDON AND HOMM RULERS 401

may be. The duty is plain,  Lord Willingdon econvened
- the Conference, deliberately invited the promineut and
leading members of the Home Rule Leagues. They, not
~wishing to court insult on' the one hand and on the other
desiring to give ample previous notice to H.E, of their in-
tention to plead their views before the Conference, asked
for information about the programme of the Conference.
. Lord Willingdon had before him the experience of the
Delhi Conference, He knew that the Home Eule League
members had the first scope given them for discussion
during the sitting of the Committees that were then form-
ed. He knew that many members of that Conference had
* delivered political speeches at its first sitting. With all
this knowledge in his possession now mark what happened
at the Qonference, la his opening remarks he delivered a
deliberate attack upon Home Rule Leagues, He aceused
them of constant obstruction. He was not sure of the
sincerity of their support, The Conference platform was hard-
" ly the platform for such remarks. 1f he did not want their
co-operation he ought not to have invited the members of
‘the Home Rule Leagues, If he desired their co-operation
it was hardly the way to tell them beforehand that he did
pot trust them, He ought to bave remembered that Home
Rule Leagues gave material asgistance in one way, Their
organ, the “ Chronicle” has always urged upon the people
to give all the help they can. I venture to suggest to
His Fxecellency that his aspersion upon the Leagues was
at the very least a tactical blunder. But this was not
enongh. Me wrote.in reply to Mr, Keikar’s inquiry as
follows :—

¢ A gertain number of speakers will be invited beforehand
to move, second and support the resolutions ta be laid before

. the Conference. After these speakers have concluded  their
remarks, an open disoussion will follow. ‘

26



. “The resolutions laid before the Conference will he framed
to give effest to the resolutions of the Delhi Conference and
will be two in number, the first in general terins and the second
making specific] proposals, Formal amendments will not be
admitted, but any eriticisms or suggestions which speakers may
make in the course of discussion will reveive carsful vonsideras

" tion of Government.” _ -.
| There is no reservation here about: politieal discussion.
Mr. Tilak and Mr, Kelkar together with others sent in
their nandes as gpeakers. In due course Mr. Tilak rose to
| speak and hardly had he uttered three sentences two of
‘which consisted of an absolute deslaration of loyalty, he -

" was stopped on the ground that he was speaking politics
on the loyalty resolution. In vain did Mr, Tilak protest
that the loyalty resolution had an addendum to it which
‘ontitied him to offer relevent criticiem. Mr. Kelkar fol-
lowed and he shared the same fate with the result that
‘there was immediately a dramatic withdrawal from the
Town Hall Jed by Mr. Tilak. In my humble opinion H.E,

_in giving the ruling that be did, committed a grave blunder
‘and did a disservice to the cause which he had come to =
‘ogpouse, Ho offered a gratuitous insult to Messrs, Tilak -

~and Kelkar and thereby to a great and powerful organisa-
| %ion in the country, 1% is impossible to ignore or insult
Mpr, Tilak and his followers. Mr. Tilak is an idol of the
people, [He wields over thousands of men an unrivalled
‘influence, his word is law to them, I have great differ-
snces of opinion with him, bus 1 would be untrue to my- :
gelf if T failed to a¢knowledge that his burning love of his
countyy, hiz immense sacrifices and his resolute advocacy
of the popular eause have earned for him a place in the
polities of India which no other leader has, The insui
offered to him and through bhim to the Home Rule
Toagues is therefore an insult to the nation at large,
Whether therefore we differ from him in polities or not

| INDIAN PROBLEMS
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it is the duty of ns all who feel that Lord Willingdon’s
treatment of Messrs. Tilak and Kelkar was wrong, to
protest against it. I am prepared to admit that it would
" have been better if Mr, Tilak had risen to speak to the
- said resolution. 'Lt is my special and personal opinion not
ghared perhaps by anybody else that it would have been
better still if he had preserved dignified silonce ; but in my
‘opinion he had a right to speak on the loyalty resolution
and offer criticista, I must dissent from the view that a
loyalty resolution debars a frée expression of one’s senti-
ments.  That loyalty must indeed be skin deep which
requires o wall of protection agninst criticism. I hold it
to be perfectly consistent with my loyalty to the King to
tell him that things are done in his name which ought not
to be done. My declavation of loyalty will sound all the,
truer for the warning and I think that among the many
gorvices rendered by the Home Rule Leagues, special
mention deserves to be made of their baving emboldened
the people to speak out their minds ; and I doubt not that
if they but do their duty to the fullest extent they would
place India’s loyalty above suspicion. Ior, with a true
Home Ruler it must bean article of faith that the Empire
must be saved for in its safety lies the fruition of his
fondest hopes. Not to help the Bmpire is to commit
national guicide. How can we wish harm to our would- |
be-partner without hurting ourselves, Bo, whilst I fully
share the opinion of the members of the Home Rule League
that we must protect national honour by usking for an sx-
pression of regret for H. X's fauapas, we must at the same
time redouble our efforts to help the authorities in the prbaé- '
cution of the war. We must not be angered by Lord Wﬂlinig'_- -
don’s mistake into taking a single false step ourselves, .
We have too much ab stake ; we want Home Rule and we

a4
i



LN A i R e AR s R

wanh it in the quickest time possible, and X wish 1 could
still persuade the country to accept my view that absolute-
y unoondntzonal and whola-hearted co-operation with 'the
Glovernment on the part of educated India will bring us:
wyithin sight of our goal as vothing else will, I do not for.
£y qmgle mmuta share the distrust of my countryman thas.
like 5o many other hopes of ours this one of Swaraj is also
doomed to disappointment. Not that the Governmens
hero ns also the Imperial Government have dohe
| ‘nothing to ehake our trust; only my trust reste
not in their change of policy but - it rests upon the
solid foundation of our own struggle, Surely it must
be easy for any one to see that if we succoed
iu controlling the development of man power and
rogources we will have attained to an irresistible position
and power ; for in my humble plan for the attain-
wment of Home Rule I aspire to pothing less than o
complete coutrol over these two depmtments The
Government seek our co-operation herein, let us take
them at their word, They cannot reject help willingly
' and honestly offered, Qur supplying recruits means in
spivit though not in law yet a natiopal army instead of a
hired army, I have never beéen able to claim for our-
golves any credit for the thousands who have been recruit-
od by the official department, These recruits have gone
© mot us patriots, not for the sake of the country, not for
the Bmpire, but for the money and other inducemerits
held out to them. Recruits whom we would raise would
be Home Rulers, They would go to fight for the Empxre
but they would so fight because they aspire to become
partners in it, They would not consider it with Sir
Narayan a humiliation to fight for their hearths and their
“homes ; but thoy would consider it a perfectly honourable

./ INDIAK PROBLEMS
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ambition to gain freedom fnr thexr country by ﬁghtmgi

dor the Empire,

I bope that ©. B, wlll CEER hm way to concede to the
wishes of this great meeting ; butif he fails to-day, if the
Viceroy also fails, T, for ons, 'shall not despair of H, K.
voluntarily apologising to the Home Rule Leagues in
the near future. For [ know they mean %o co-operate
in the prosecution of the ‘war. And when he sees

this, be will realise his mistake and like a gentleman

that he ig, will offer apology, Difficulties there are,
'many of the Government’s ereation, Thus indifference

to popular opinion, their rejection of our advice tendered
for the attainment of the common end; namely gain-
ing of ' recruits, have made our task well nigh impos-

sible of fulfilment, but our duty is clear. Undaunt-
ed by these and many other difficulties we should press
forward and bear down their indifference to opinion by
demonstrating in practice the harm that they do to' the

Bmpire by their persistent defiance of popular will.

I therefore regard the second resolution that will be:

placed before you not in any sense as so many. conditiong |

of our co-operation, but as a statement of the difficulties

lying in our path, There are only two ways wheveby wo

can attain our goal, co-operation or obstruction. Under

‘the British constitution obstruction is a perfectly legiti--

mate and well-known method for securing right; but
obstruction at a crisis like the one facing the Empire can
only end in enraging the Government who areresponsible
for the conduct of the war; whereas co-operation will not
only digarm their opposition but it will give us.a strength
and a confidence, which cannot but take us %o our
goal. The occasion for which ‘we have meb is an  unique

one; we are agking a popular Governor to put himself

LORD wm;manoiﬂ-m HOME RULERS 405’"
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xight with us by repenting of his mistakes ; we are also
providing that if we fail to get redress we pledge ourselves
not to attend any public meeting over whose deliberations.
Lord Willingdon may preside in future, This is & seris
~ous step; but [ think warranted by events that have taken
place. The justice of our step will be proved by our
future  conduet, i, e, by disproving H. E's charges by
a doﬁarmmed effort at co-operation.
I observe that to-day is the Home Rnle Day anni-
versary, It is or ought to be a solemn day for Home:
 Bule Leaguers, Lord Willingdon has presented them
“ with the expression Home Rule Leaguers distinguished
from Home Rulers., I cannot conceive the existence of
! an Indian who is not a Mome Buler; but there are-
|  millions like myself who are not Home Rule Leaguers.
Although I am not a member of any IHome Rule League
k wish to pay on this auspicious day my humble tribute
to numerous Home Rule Leaguers whose association [
' have ever sought in my work and which has been extended:
to me ungrudgingly. I have found many of them to be
capable of any sacrifice for the sake of the Motherland,
Some of them, I bave noticed, ave extremely capable young
men ; for I am not thinking in offering my tribute, of the
front rank leaders of the movement ; I am simply thinking:
of the rank and file with whom ithas been my privilege
to work. 1 wish to testify to their loyalty to the British
constitution and the British connection, and alsq testify
to their impatience of bureaucratic control, They show
in an eminent degree all the virtyes and vices of youth,
Their languagé is sometimes strong, sometimes even wild,.
- not parliamentary. They betray excessive zeal, Men of
age and experience, we often may find occasions to stand
aghast at some of their action; but their hearts are stroug

INDIAN, PROBLEMS



LDRD wmt.nmnon‘ AND HOME RULHRS . 407
and puvre, Thay have succesded to a certain extent in
clearing the atmosphere of cant and humbug. Their gruth
' has sometimes hurt, but T must say that although when
the Leagues were firet established I looked wupon them X
with  scepticism and even doubted their usefulness, a .
careful examination of their work has convinced me that
 the Leagues have supplied a long felt-want, they have pat
life into the people. They have filled them with hope and
courage : and had the authorities not misunderstood them,
I am certain they could have availed themeelves of this
inexhaustive resorvoir of manpower. They peed not be
told that the, members of the League realize their own
resonsibility, and coma forward with it. It was hardly
to be expected of high-souled youths who hud all alone
chaffed under bureaucratic domination, . : \
It was the duty of the authorities who being more
expenenced should have known better to have made the
Home Rule Leagners their own, Whosesoever the ervor
may be let tho Home Rule Ieaguers, having now vealisad
it; correct it, Let them not lose faith in even the bu-
reaucrats. ‘Want of faith is a betrayal of weakness.
Bureaucracy is bad, it is doomed, but all bureaucrats are
not bad, Our triumph will be in reforming ‘the bureau-
erats. If we need not say “ jo kokum " and fall dowr, | at
their feet, we may not shame them orinsult them. Let
us meet t‘.he tricks of the bureaucracy with the greatest
frankness and honesty. That we should return good for
evil was not said of angels but of men, The manliest
. gourse is never to deviate by a hair's breadth from the
straight and narrow path ; snd Howme Rule Leaguers are
nothing if they cannot be maunly, During the coming
year of probation, let the Home Rule Leaguers discharge
themselves as effiviently, in the work of construction as
they have in the work of destruction and they will make

this a day for universal celebration throughout the length
and breadth of India. ]




RECRUITING FOR THE WAR

The following is the tramslation of Mr, M. K. Gandhi's
address, delivered at a mesting in the District of Kaira in
| July 1918.
i . Sisters and Brothers of Kaira :-—You have just
" come successful out of a glorious Satyagraha campaign.
You have, during it, given such evidence of fearlessness,
#act and other virtues that I venture to advise
and urge you to undertake a still greater campaign.

You have successfully demonstrated how you can re-
#isb Government with civility, and how yon can retain
1« your own respect, without hurting theirs. Inow place
| ‘before you an opportunity of proving that you bear no

1 . hostility to Government in spite of your strenuous ﬁght
1 with them,

{0 Youare all Home Rulers, some of you are members
! of Home Rule Lengues. One meaning of Home rule is

that we should become pariners of the Empire. To-day
we are a subject people. We do not enjoy all the rights of
Knglishmen, We are nob‘ﬁo-day partners of the Empire
as are Canada, South Africa and Australia, We are 2
dependency. We want the rights of Englishmen, and we
agpire to be as much partners of the Empire as the Domi-
nions overseas, We wish for the time when we may as-
A pire to the Viceregal office. 'To bring such a state of -
I things we should have the ability to defend ourselves, that
is the ability to bear arms and to use them. Aslong as
we have to look to the Englishmen for our defence, as
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dong as we are not free from the feax of the militar’y; 80
long we cannot bo regarded as equal partners with Eng-

lishmen. 1t, therefore, behoves us to learn the use of

Q.
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arms 4nd to acquire tho sbility to defend ourselves. ' If

we want to learn the wse of wems with the greatest possible
-d’sspatofb it is owr duty to snlist ourselves in the Army.
" 'here can be vo friendship between the brave and
the effeminate. We are regardaed as a cowardly people.
If we want to becdomo free from that repraach we should
tearn the use of arms.

Partnership in the Empire is our deﬁmte goal. " We

should suffer to the utmost of our ability and even lay
down our lives to defend the Empire. 1f the Empire
périshies, with it perish our cherithed aspirations,
WAYS AND MEANS OF SWARAJ, :
The easiest and the slraighiest way, thersfore, to win
Swarajya s to participate in the defence of the Empire, 1%
is not within our power to give much money, Moreover,

it is not money that will win the war. Only an inéx-

haustible army can do it. That army India can supply.

If the Empire wing mainly with the help of our army, it

is obvious that we would secure the rights we want.

Some will say that if we do not secure those rights
just now, we wonld be cheated of them afterwards. The
power acquired in defending the Empire will be the power
that can secure those rights. Rights won by making an
opportunity of the Bmpive's weakness are likely to be lost
when the Bmpire gains its strength. 'We cannot be part-
mers of the Empire embarrassing it. Embarressment in

its hour of crisis will not avail to secure the rights we

needs must win by serving it. To distrust the statesman
of the Empire is to distrast our owa strength, it is a sign

of our own weakness, We should not depend
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for our rights on the goodness or the weak-
ness of the statesmen. We should depend on our
fitvess, our . strength. The Nativa States  are
belping the Kmpire and they are getting their reward,
The rich are rendering full financial assistance to Glovern-
ment and they ave likewise gefting their vewnrd, The
assistanes in eithor case is rendered conditionally, = The
sepoys are rendering their services for their sals and for
their livelihood, ' They get their livelihood, and prizes
and honours in addition, All these classes are a part of
us, but they cannot be regarded as Home rulers, their goal
. is not Home Rule, The help they render is not consecrat-
ed to the country. , . 7

If we seek to win Swarajya in a spirvit of hostility, it

is possible for the'Imperial statesmen to use these three

' forces against us and defeat us. If we want Swarajya, it
l is our duty.to help the Empire and we shall undoubtedly
got the reward of their help, Tf our motive is honest Gto-.
vernment will behave honestly with us. Assuming for a
moment that they will not do go, our. honesty should

make us confident of our success, It is no mark of great-

ness to return goodness for goodness. Greatness lies in:

returning good for evil.
VALID OBJECTIONS,

Glovernment do not give us commissions in the .
Army ; they do not repeal the Arms Act; they do not
open echools for military training. How can we then co-
operate with them ¢ These are valid objections. In not
granting reforms in these matters, Government are mak-
ing a gerious blunder. The English nation has performed

+goveral acts of virtue, For these Giod’s grace be with it
But the heinous sin perpetrated by the Kinglish administra-
tors in the name of that nation will undo the effect of
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these acts of virtue, if they do mot take care hetimes. If the
worst bappens to India, which may Glod = forbid, and she
pasges into the hands of some other nation, India's
piteous. ery will make England hang her head in shame
before the world, and curses will descand upon her for
having emasculated o nation of thirty crores, I believe
the statesmen of England have realised this, and they
have taken the warning ; but they are unable to alter all’
of a sudden the situation created by themselves. Every
Englishman upon entering India is teained to  de: tplse us, |
to regard himself as our superior and to maintain a spirit
‘of isolation from us, They imbibe these characteristics.
from their I:ndnn atmesphere, The finer spirits try to get
themselves rid of this atmosphere and endeavour to do
likewise with the rark and file, but their effort does 1ot
bear immediate fruit, If there were no ecricis for the
Empire, we should be fighting against this dowmineering
spirit, But to sit still at this crisis, waiting for commis-
sions, etc,, is like cutting the nose to spite the face, It
may happen perchance that we may idle away our fime
waiting for commissions till the opportunity to help the.
¥impire may be gone.

Even if Government desire to obstruct us in enlisting /
in the army and rendering other help, by rofusing ns
commigsions, or by delay in giving them, it is my firm be-
lief that it is incumbent upon us to insist upon joining tha
army,

THE NERD FOR MEN.

Government al present want five lakhs of men for the
army. This number they are sure to raise some Wway or
the other, If we supply this number, we wonld cover
ourselves with glory, we would be rendering true service-
and ‘the reports that we often hear of improper recruit-
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‘ment will be a thing of the past, 1If-is no small thing to
have the whole work of recruiting in our hands, If the
{({overnment have no trust in us, if their intentions are
not pure, they would not raise recruits throu‘gh" our
agency. . :
 The foregoing argument will show that by enlisting
in the army we help the Krapire, we qualify ourselves for
 Swarajys, we learn to defend India and to a certain ex-
tent regain our lost manhood, I admit it iy because of
my faith in the English nation that I can adviseas I am
doing, I believe that, though this nation has done India
much harm, to retain connection with that nation i8 t0
.our advantage. Their virtues socem to me fto outweigh
their vices, It iz miserable to remain in subjeetion to
‘that nation, The Englishmen have the great vice of de-
priving a subject nation of its self respect, but they have
also the virtue of treating their equals with due respect
and of onalty towards them, We have seen that they
 bave many times helped those groaning under the tyranny
«of others. In partuership with them we have to give and
receive a grent many things to and from each other and
our connection with them based on that . xelationship is
likely to beuefit the world, If snch was not my
faith and if I thought it desirable’ to becomo absolutely
independent of that nation, [ would not only not
advise co-operation but would certainly advise people
to rebel and by paying the penalty of the rebellion, awaken
the people, We ave not in a position .to-day to
stand on our own legs unaided and alone, I “be-
. lieve that our good lies in becoming and remsining equal
partners of the Empire and I have seen it throughout Indin
that all Home Rulers are of the same belief.
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AEPEAL 10 KATRA AND GUJARAT. _

Fexpect from Kaira and Gujarat not 500 or 700"
roeruits but thousands, If Gujarat wants to wipe herself
free of the veproach of * efteminate Gujarat”, she should
be prepared to contribute thousands of sepoys. These
must include the educated elasses, the Pattidars, the-
Dharalas, Vaghris and all, and I hope they will fight side
by side as comrades. Unless the educated classes or the
telite’ of the community take the lead, it is idle to ex-
pect the other classes to come forward., I believe that
thoss from the educated classes who are above the prescrib-
ed age, but' who aro able-bodied, may enlist themselves.
Their gervices will be utilised, if not for actual fighting, for
‘many other purposes accessory thereto, and for treating
and nursing the sopoys. I hope also that those who have
grown-up sons will not hesitate to send thew as recruits.
To sacrifice sons in the war ought to be s cause not of
pain, but of pleasure to brave men, Sacrifice of song at
the crisis will be sacrifice for Swarajya, |

To you, my sisters, [ request that - you will not be
startled by this appeal, but will accord it a hearty welcome.
It contains the key to your protection and your honour.

There are 600 villages in the Kaira District, Every
village has on an average a population of over 1,000, IFf
every village gave at least twenty men the Kaira District
would be able to raise an army of 12,000 mex. The popu-
lation of the whole district 18 seven lakhs and this number
will then work out at 17 per cent.-—a rate which is lower
than the death-rate, If we are not prepared to make even
this sacrifice for the Empire and Swarajya, it is no wonder
if we are regarded as unworthy of it. If every village
gives at least twenty men they will return from the war
and bo the living bulwarks of their village. If they fall
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on the battle-field, they will immortalise themselves, their
villages and their country, and twenty fresh men will fol- ‘
low suit and offer themselves for national defence,
1f we mean to do this, we have no time tolose. ‘I
wish the names of the fittest and she strongest in every
‘village will be selected and sent wp. 1 ask this of you,
brothers and sisters. To explain ' ‘things to you,
and to clear tbe many questions that will arise, meotings
will be held in important villages, Volunteers will also be
‘gent oub.

THE MONTAGU-CHELMSFORD SCHEME

On the publication of the ** Report on constitutional
Reforms " by the Rt. Hon, My, E. 8. Montagu ‘and H. E.
Lord Chelmsford, Mr. Gandhi wrote the following letter
{dated, July 18, 1018) to the Hon, Mr. V. S, Srinivasa
‘Sastri, who had invitsd him to give am cxpression of his
views on the subject for publication in the **Servant of india,”.
Mr. Gandhi wrote:— :

After all, our standard of mensurement must be the
(Jongress-Lieague scheme, Crude though it is, I think that
we should with all the vehemenece and gkill that we can
command press for the incorporation into it of thé essen-
tials of our own,

DOCTRINE OF COMPARTMENTS,

1 wonld, therefore, for instance, ask for the rajecti'on
" of the doctrine of compartments, I very much foar that
the dual system in the Provinces will be fatal to the sue-
‘gess of the experiment and as it may be only the success
of the experiment that ecan take usto the nextand L
ope the final stage, we cannot be too insistent that the
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idea of reservation should be dropped One cannot help
noticing an unfortunate suspjeion  of our mhentlons re-
garding tho purely DBritish as digtinguished from the
purely Indisn interests. Hence, there is to be seen in the
acLeme elaborate reservations on behalf of these inte-
vosts, I think that more than anything else it is neces-
#axy to bave an honest, frank and straightforward under-
standing about these interests and for ma personally this
is of much greatar importance than any legislative feat
that British talent alone or a combination of __Briti'sh and
Indian talent may be capable of performing, I wonld
-cortainly, in as courteous terms as possible, but equally’
amphaﬁw, sny that these interests will be held subservient
to those of India as'a wholeand that therefore they are cer-
tainly in jeopardy in so far ag they may be incousistent
with the general advance of India, Thus, if I hed my
way, I would eut down the military expenditure. I would
protect local industries by heavily taxiog goods that
compete against products of our industries and I would
rechuce to o minimum the British element in our services,
retaining only those that may be needed for our instruc.
tion and guidance, 1 do not think that they had or have
any claim upon our attention, save by right of conquost,
‘That claita  must clearly go by the board as soon as we
have awakened to a consciousness of our national exis~
tence and possess the strength to. vindieate our right to
the restoration of what we have lost. To their cvedit let
it be said that they do not themselves advance any claim
by right of conquest. = One can readll\}' join in the tribute
of praise bestowed upon the Indian Civil Service for their
proficiency, devotion to duty and great organising abi-
lity. So far as material reward is concerned that service
has been more than handsomely paid and our gratitude

4
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otherwise can  be best expn;saed by 'asaimﬂaﬁing- their
virtues ourselves. .
| PRESENT TOP-HMEAVY ADMINISTRATION.
~ No scheme of reform can possibly benefit India that
does not recognise that the present administration is top-

~ heavy and ruinously expensive and for me even law, order
~ and good government would be too dearly parchased if
#he price to be paid fox it is to be the grinding poverty of

the masses, « The watchword of our reform councils wilk

hawve to be not the increase of taxation for the growing
neods of n growing country, but a decrease of financial
burdens that are sapping the foundation itself of organic

growth, If this fundamental fact is recognised ' thero

need be no suspicion of our motives and I think I am

- perfectly safe in asserting that in every other respect

British interests will be as secure in Indian hands as they
are in their own,
INDIANS IN CIVIL SERVICE,
It follows from what I have said above that wo must
respectfully press for the Congress-League cloim for the

- immediate granting to Indians of 50 per cent. of the

higher posts in the Civil Service,
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THE ROWLATT BILLS & SATYAGRAHA

During the debate on the Rowlate Bills in the Iuperial

Lagislative Counctl M, Gandhi towred round the country
orgamising an gffective opposition to ths passing of the Bills,
Despairing of the efficncy of mere Non-official opposition in
the Counail, Mr. Gandhi snaugurated what is known as the
Satyagraha Movement as the only legitimate weapon in the

hamds of the people, to make their opposition felt. In this

conmection he published saveral eontributions and spoks om

many oocasions,  An nitempt is made in the following puges
20 record, themy in the order of dates, i

et ————

MANIFESTO TO THE PRESS

{iIn commending the Sutyagraka Pledge Mr. M., K. Gandii
wrots to Lhe Press under date February 28, 1919 -—]

The step taken is probably the most raomentous in
the history of Indiz, I give my aggurance that it hag not
been hastily takea, Porsonally I have passed many
gleepless nights over th ok havellendeavoursed duly  to
approciate Goveramant’s position, but I have been unable

to find any justification for the extraordinary Bills, T

have read the Rowlatt Committee's report. 1 have goue

through the narrative with admiration, Its reading has

dviven me to conclusions just the'opposite of the Oom-

ittee’s, [ shoald conclude from the report that, secret

violonge is coufined to isolated and very small parts of

Lalia, and 60 a microseopic body of people. The existence
5 27
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of such men is truly a danger to society. But the passing
 of the Bills, designed to affect the whole of India and it

people and arming the Government with powers out of all

proportion to the situation sought to be dealt with, is a

greater danger. The Committee ignore the historical

fact that the millions in India are by nature the gentlest:

on earth. i

Now look at the setting of the Bills, Their introduc-
tion is accompanied by certain assurances given by the
Yiceroy regarding the Civil Service and the British
nommemml interests, Many of us are filled with the
greatest misgivings about the Viceregal utterance, ¥
frankly confess I do not understand its full scope and

intention. If it means that' the Civil Servme aud the
British commercial: interests are to be held superior to
those of India and its political and commercial require-
ments, no Indian can accept the doctrine. It can but
end in a fratricidal struggle within the KEmpire. Reforms
may or may not come, The need of the moment isa
proper and just understanding upon this vital issue, No
tinkering with it will produce real sotisfaction. Let the
great Civil Service Corporation understand that it can
remain in India only as its trustee and servant, not in
name, but in deed, and let the British Commercial Houses
understand that they can remain in India only to supple-
ment her requirements, and not to destroy indigenous art,
trade and manufacture, and you have two measures to
replace the Rowlatt Bills,

[t will bo now easy to see why I consider the Bills to
be an unmistakable symptom of a deep-seated disease in
thae governiug body. It needs, therefore, to be drastically
treated, Subterranean violence will be the remedy applied
by impetuous, hot-headed youths who will have grown

THY ROWLATY BILLS AND SATYAGRANA -
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impatient of the spirit tlndérlﬁl.’;g the Bills and the cir-
cumstances attending their introduction, The Bills must
intensily the hatred and ill will against the State of which
the deeds of violence are undoubtedly an evidence, The
Indian ¢ovenanters, by their determination’ to undergo
oveory form of suffering make an irvesistible appeal to the
Government, towards which they bear no ill-will] and
provide to the believers in the efficacy of wviolence, as &
means of securing redrvess of grievances with an infallible
remedy, and withal a remedy that blosses those that use it

 and also those against whom i$ ig used. If the cofenan-
ters know the use of this remedy, I fear no ill from ity
I bave no business to doubt their ability, 'They must
ascertain whother the disense is sufficiently great to justify
the strong remedy and whether all milder ones have been
tried, They have convinced themselves that the disense is
serious enough, and that milder meagures have uttarly
failed. 'The rest lies in the lap of the gods.

THE PLEDGE .
Being conscientionsly of opinion that the Bills Invion us
“the Indiaon Crimanal Law (Ammd-mam) Bili Ng.'1 of 19 19,
and the Criminal Law (Emergency Powers) Bill No. II of
1919, are unjust, subversive of the principle of liberty and
Justice, and destructive of the elementary rights of individuals
on which the safety of the comvmunity as a whole and the
Stais itself is based, we soleminly affirm thet in the event of
these Bills becoming law and until they are withdrawn, we
shall refuse civilly io obey these lowoz and such other laws as
- & committes to be hereafter appointed may think fit end fur-
ther afirm that in this struggle we will faithfully follows .
truth and refrain from violence to life, person or property,
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SPENCH AT ALLAHABAD

R

(Mr, M. B, Qandhi in his speech at Allahabad on the 11th.
March, explained the Satyagraha Pledge as follows )

1t behoves every one who wishes to take the Satya-
graha Pledge to seriously consider all its factors before

' taking it. It is necessary to understand the principles of

fatyagraba, to understand the main features of the
Bills Enown as the Rowlatt Bills and to be satis-
fied that they are so objectionable as to warrant the very
powerful remedy of Satyageahe being applied and, finally,
to be convinced of one’s ability to undergo every form of
bodily suffering so that the soul may he set fiee and be
under no fear from any human being or institution. Once
in it, there is no looking back. :

Therefore-there is no conception of defeat in Satya-
graha. A Satyagrahi fights even unto death, It is thus
not an easy thing for everyhody to enter upon it. It there-
fore behoves a Satyagrahi to be tolerant of those who do not
join him. Inrending reports of Sutyagraha weetings I often
notice that ridicule is poured upon those who do not join
our movement, This is entirely against the spirit of the
Pledge. In Satyagraha we expeet to win over our oppo-
nents by self-suffering i. o, by love, The process whereby
we hope to reach our goal is by so conducting ourselves ag
gradually and in. an unperceived manner to disarm all
opposition, Opponents asa rule expect irritation: even
violence from one another when both parties are equally
matched, But when Satyagraha comes into play the ex-
pectation is transformed into agreeable surprise in the
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mind of the party towards whom Satyagraba is addreszed
till at last he relents and recalls the act which necossitatod
Satyagraha, I venture to promiss that if we act up to our
Pledge day after day, the stmosphere around us will be
purified and those who differ from us from honest motives,
as 1 verily believe they do, will perceive that their alarm
was unjustified. The violationists wherever they way be,
will realise that thoy have in Satyagraha a far more potent
instrument for achieving reform than violence whether
secret or open, and that it gives them enough work for
their inexhaustible energy. And the CGovernment will
have no case loft in defence of their measures if og aresult
of our activity the cult of violence is notably on the wane
if it has not entirely died out, ~ I hope therefore that at
Satyagraha meetings we shall have no cries of shame, and
no langnage  betraying irritation or impatience either
agninst the Government or our countrymen who differ
from us and some of whom have for years been devoting
themselves to the country’s cause. accor dmg to the best of
their ability. -

e s — L

“PEECH AT BOMBAY

|4t the Bombay Meeting against the Rowlatt Bills on 14th
March Mr. M. K. Gandhi's speech which was in Gujarati was
vead out by his secretory,  The speech ran as follows :—]

- I am sorry thnt owing to my illness I am unable to
speak to you myself and have to have my remarks read
to you, You will be glad to know that Sanyasi Shrad-
dhanandji is gracing the audience to-day by his presence.
Ho is better known to ms as Mahatma Munshiramji, -
‘the Governor of QGurukul, His joining our army is a
source of strength to us, Many of you have perhaps
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. been keenly following the proceedings of the Viceregal
Gouneil, 'Bill No. 2 is being stoamrolled by maans of the
Official majority of the Government and in the teeth of
the unanimous opposition from the Non-Official members.
1 deem it to be an insult to the latter, and through them
to the whole of India. Scfyagraha has become necessary
a8 much to ensure respect for duly oxpressed = publie

opinion, 8s to have the mischievous Bills withdrawn.
Grave vesponsibility rests upon the  shoulders of the
Satyagrahis though, as I have so often said, there is no

_ guch thing as defeat in Satyagraha, it does not mean that
victory can be achieved without Satyagrakis to fight for it
4.6, to suffer for it. 'The use of ‘this maschless foree is
compsratively a novelty, It is not the same thing as
Passive Resistance which has been conceived to be a
weapon that can be wielded most effactively only by the
atrongest minded, and you may depend upon it that six
hundred men and women who in this Presidency have

. sgigned the Pledge are rore than enough for our purpoge,
# they have strong wills and invineiblo faith in their
yission, and that is in the power of truth to conquer
untruth which Satyagrahia helieve the Bills represent. 1
use the word ° nntruth'in its widest sense. We may
expect often to be told—as we have been told already by
Sir William Vincent-—that the Government will not yield
to any threat of Passive Resistance—=Satyngraha-—is not s
threat, it is a fact; and even such a mighty Government
as the Government of India will have to yield if we are
¢rue to our Pledge, For the Pledge is not a small thing.
It mesns a change of heart, It is an attempt to introduce

. the religious spirit into politics, We may no longer
believe in the doctrine of tit for tat: we may not mees
hatred, by hatred, violence by violence, evil by evil ; bub
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we have to maka a continwous and  pergintent effort to
vetura good for evil. It is of no consequence thet 1 give
utterance to theee sentivents, Fvery ‘Satyagrabi hos to
live up to them. It is a difficult task, but with the
help of God nothing is imposaible. (Loud Cheers )

SPEECH AT MADRAS

fdt the mesting held. ut the Man’!rm Beach on the 18th M areh
My, Qandhi, in responding to the weleoms, swid ] '
You will forgive me for saying the few words that
" I want to say just now sitting in the chair, I am under
strict medical orders not to exert myself, having got a weal
heart. I am, thercfore, compelled to have some asgistance
and to get muy remarks read to you. But before I call
aipon Mr, Desai to read my remarks, I wish to say one
word to you. Beware before you sign the Pledge. But if
you do, you will see to ifi that you shall never undo the 't
Pledge you have signed. May God help yon and me in
-earrying out the Pledge.
(Mr. Desai, after a few words of' introduction, raaa! the
Jfollowing messags :—]
I regret that owing to heart weakness I am unable
- %o speak to you personally, You have no doubt attended
many meetings, but those that you ave been attending of
late are different from the others in that at the meetings
‘to which I have referred some immediate tangible action,
gome immediate definite sacrifice has been demanded of
you for the purpose of averting aserious calamity that has
overtaken us in the shape of what are known as the
Rowlatt Bills. One of them Bill No. I, has undergone
materiel alterations and ite further consideration has been
postponed. © In spite, however, of the alteration, it is migs



