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ohievous enough to demand opposition The Second Btlt 
has probably at this very moment been finally passed by 
that Council, for in. reality you can hardly call the Bill 
sts having been passed by that august body when all its 
Non-Official members unanimously and in strong language 
opposed it. The Bills require to fo.:s resisted not only 
because they are in themselves bad, but also because 
Government who are responsible for their introduction have 
seen fit. practically to ignor e public opinion and some 
of its members have made it a boast that they can so 
ignor e that opinion. So far it is common cause between 
the different schools of thought in the country, I  have, 
however, after much prayerful consideration, and after 
very careful examination of the Government's standpoint, 
f ledged myself to offer Satyagraha against the Bills, and 
invited all men and women who think and feel with me 
to do likewise, Borne of our countrymen, including those 
who are among the best of the leaders, have uttered a 
noto of warning, and even gone so far as to say that this- 
Satyagraha movement is against the best interests of 
the country, I  have naturally the highest regard for them 
»ud their opinion, 1 have worked under some of them,
1 was e babe when Sir Dinshaw Wacha and Babu Surendra- 
natl) Bannerji were among the accepted leaders of public 
opinion in India, Mr, Sastriar is a politician who has 
dedicated his all to the country’s cause. His sincerity, his 
probity are all his own. He will yield to no one in the • 
love of the country. There is a sacred and indissoluble tie 
binding mo to him. My upbringing draws me to the 
signatories of the two Manifestoes, I t  is apt, therefore, 
without the greatest grief and much searching of heart that 
I have to place myself in opposition to their wishes. But 
there are times when you have to obey a call which is the
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highest of all, ».«., the voice of conscience even though 
such obedience may cost many a bitter tear, nay even more,, 
separation from friends, from family, from the state to 
which yon may belong, from all that yon have held as dear 
as life itself. For this obedience is the Jaw of our 
being, I  have no further and other defence to offer for my 
conduct. My regard for the signatories to the Manifesto 
remains undiminished, and my faith in the efficiency of 
Satyagraha is so great that 1 feel that if those who have- 
taken the Pledge will be true to it  we shall be able to 
show to them that they will find when we have come to 
the end of this struggle that there was no cause for alnm  
or misgivings, There is, I  know, resentment felt even 
by some Satyagrahis over the Manifestoes, X would warn 
Satyagrahie that such resentment is. against the spirit o! 
Satyagraha, I  would personally welcome an honest expres­
sion of difference of opinion from any quarter and more so 
from friends because it puts us on our guard. There is 
too much recrimination, inuendo and insinuation in our 
public life, and if the Satyagraha movement purges it of 
this grave defect, as it ought; to, it will be a very desirable 
by-produefe. I  wish further to suggest to Satyagrahis that 
any resentment of the two Manifestoes would be but a 
sign of weakness on our part, Every movement, and 
Satyagraha most of all, must depend upon its own inherent 
strength, but not upon the weakness or silence of its- 
critics.

Let ue, therefore, see wherein lies the strength of 
Satyagraha, As the name implies it is in an insistence on 
truth which dynamically expressed means love; and by thfr 
law of love we are required not to return hatred for 
hatred, violence for violonc© but to return good for evil.
As Shrimati Sarojini Devi told you yesterday the strength
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lies in a definite recognition of the true religious spirit and 
action corresponding to it, and when once yon introduce 
the religions element in politics, you revolutionise the 
whole of your political outlook. You achieve reform 
then not by imposing suffering on those who resist it, but . 
by faking the suffering upon yourselves and so in this 
movement we hope by the intensity of our sufferings to 
affect and alter the Government’s resolution not to with­
draw those objectionable Bills. I t  has, however, been 
suggested that the Government will leave the handful, of 
Safcyagrahis severely alone and not make martyrs of them.
But there is here, in my humble opinion, bad logic and an 
unwarranted assumption of fact. I f  Satyiigrahis are left 
alone, they have won a complete victory, because they 
will have succeeded in disregarding the Bowlatt Bills and 
even other laws of the country, and in having thus shown 
that a civil disobedience of a Government is held perfectly 
harmless, I; regard the statement as an unwarranted 
assumption of fact, because it contemplates the restriction 
of the movement only to a handful of men and women,
My experience of Satyn gratia leads me to believe that i t  
is such a potent force that once set in motion it ever 
spreads till at last it becomes a dominant factor in the 
community :ln which it is brought into play, and .if it 
so spreads, no Government can neglect it. Either it must 
yield to it  or imprison the workers in the movement.
But I  have no desire to argue. As the English proverb 
says, the proof of the pudding lies in the eating The 
movement for better or for worse has been launched.
We shall be judged not by our words, but solely by our 
deeds. I t  is, therefore, not enough that we sign the 
pledge. Our signing it is but an earnest of our determina­
tion to act up to it, and if all who sign the Hedge act
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^according to it, I make bold to promise that we shall bring 
about the withdrawal of the two Bills and neither the bbov 
ernrawj.it nor our critics will have a word to say against as.
'The cause is great, the remedy is, equally g rea t; let us prove 
worthy of them both,

APPEAL TO THE VICEROY

[A public meeting of the citizens of Madras was Mid m  
March 20, 1919, at the Beach opposite the Presidency 
College, Madras, to appeal to the Viceroy to withhold hw 
assent to the Mowlatt Act and to convey to Mr. M. K. Gandhi 
their profound and r e s p e c t f u l  thanks for the trouble he Md 
taken to w i t  Madras in order to strengthen the Satyagra.w 
movement, Mr. M. £ . Gandhi did not attend, owing to tll- 
health Mr, Demi read the following messagi from Mr M.
K. Gandhi.\ ■ •

Fkibnds.—This afternoon I propose to deal with some
o f the objections that have been raised against Satyagraha.
After saying that it was a m atter of regret that men Like 
myself *' should have embarked on this movement,” Sir 
W m. Vincent in winding up the debate on Bill No. 2 
said, « they could only hope that (the Satyagraha), would 
not materialise, Mr, Gandhi might exercise great seif- 
restraint in action, but there would be other young 
hot-headed men who>igbt he led into violence which could 
not but end in disaster. Yielding to this threat, however,

‘would be tantamount to complete abolition of the autho­
rity of the Governor-GeneraMn-Council.” If Sir V illiam s 
fear m  to violence is realised, it would undoubtedly be a 
disaster. I t  is for every Satyagrabi to guard against that 
danger. I  entertain no such fear because our creed 
requires us to eschew all violence and to resort to tru th
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An^ toh-subbring as the only 'weapons in our armoury. 
Indeed the Hatyngraha movement is, among other things,, 
an * notation to those who believe m the efficiency of 
violence ; or redress of grievances to join our ranks and 
honestly to follow our methods. T have suggested else 
whettf that what the Bowlatt Bills! are intended to do naif 
vrha^ l verily believe they are bound to fail in achieving its- 
exactly what the Satyagraha movement ia pre eminently 
capable of achieving. By demonstrating to the party of 
violence the infallible power of Satyagraha and, by giving 
them, ample scope for their inexhaustible energy we hope 
to wean that party from the suicidal method of violence.
W hat can be more potent than an absolute statement, 
accompanied by corresponding action, presented in the 
clearest terms possible that violence is never necessary for 
the purpose of securing reforms % Sir William says that 
the movement has great potentialities of evil. The Hon. 
Pandit M a dan Mohan M taviya is said to have retorted,
“ and also of good.” I  would venture to improve upon 
the retort by saying, ! only of good.*’ I t constitutes an 
attempt to revolutionize politics and to restore moral force 
to its original station, After ail, the Government do not 
believe in an entire avoidance of violence i e , physical 
force. The message of the West which, the Government 
of India, I  presume, represent, is succinctly put by ■presi­
dent Wilson in his speech delivered to the Peace 
Conference at the time of introducing the League of 
N?.tions Covenant. “ Armed force is in the background 
in this programme, but it is in the background, and if the 
moral force of the world will not suffice, physical force of 
the world shall/’ We hope to reverse the process, audf by 
our action show that physical force is nothing compared to 
the moral fores, and that moral force never fails. I t  is
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!»iy firm belief that this is fcbe fundamental difference 
between modern civilisation and the ancient of which 
India, fallen though it is, I venture to claim, is a living 
representative, We, her educated children, seem to have
lost faith in .this...-the grandest doctrine of life, If we
■could but restore that faith in the supremacy of Moral 
■Ponce, we shall have made a priceless contribution to the 
British Empire, and we shall, without fail, obtain the 
reforms we desire and to which we may be entitled. En­
tertaining such views it is not difficult for me to answer 
Sir William’s second fear as to the complete abolition of 
the authority of the Governor-General in Council, This 
movement is undoubtedly designed, effectively to prove to . 
the Government that its authority is finally dependant 
upon the will of the people and not upon force of arms, 
especially when that will is expressed in terms of Satya- 
gra ha. To yield to a clear moral force cannot but 
entrance fcbe prestige and the dignity of the yielder.

I t  is to such a movement that every man and woman 
in this great country is invited, bub a movement that is 
intended to produce far reaching results, and which 
■depends, for success, on the purity and the capacity for 
self-suffering of those who are engaged in it, can only bo 
joined after a searching and prayerful self-examination.
I  may not too often give the warning, I  have given at 
Satyagraha meetings that everyone should think a thous­
and times before coming to it, but having come to it he 
must remain in it, cost what it may. A. friend came to 
me yesterday, and told me that he did not know that it 
meant all that was explained at a gathering of a few 
Satyagrahi friends and wanted to withdraw, I  told him 
that he could certainly do so if he had signed without 
understanding the full consequences of the pledge. And
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j would ask everyone who did hot understand the pledge 
as it has been explained at various meetings to copy this 
example. I t  is not numbers so much as. quality that we 
want. Let me therefore note down the qualities required 
of a Satyagrahi. He must follow tru th  at any cost and in 
all circumstances. He must make a continuous effort to 
love his opponents,. He must be prepared to go through 
every form of suffering, whether imposed upon him by the 
Government which he is civilly resisting for the time 
being, or only those who may differ from him. This move­
ment is thus a process of purification and penance. Believe 
roe that if we go through it in the right spirit all the fears 
expressed by the Government and some'of our friends will 
be proved to bo groundless and wo will not only see the 
Tiowlatt Bills withdrawn, but the country will recognise 
in Satyagraha a powerful and religious weapon for securing 
reforms and redress of legitimate grievances.

THE SATYAGRAHA BAY.

[jfr . M, IC. OandM published the following under date 2'ird 
March during his stay in Madras :—]

Satyagraha, as I have endeavoured to explain at 
several meetings, is essentially a religious movement. I t  is 
a process of purification and penance. I t  seeks to secure 
reforms or redress of grievances by self-suffering. I  there- 
fore venture to suggest that the second Sunday after the 
publication of the Yiceregai Assent to Bill No. 2 of 1919 
(i. 0., 6th April) may be observed as a day of humiliation 
and Prayer, As there must be an effective public, demon­
stration in keeping with the character of the observance I 
beg to advise as follows:
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(i) A twenty - four hours’ fast counting from the last 
meal on the preceding night, should be observed 
by all adults, unless prevented from so doing by 
consideration of religion or health. The fast is not 
to be regarded, in any shape or form, in the nature 
of a h u n g e r  .strike, or as designed to put any pres­
su re  upon the Government. I t  is to be regarded, 
for all Satyngrahis, as the necessary discipline to fit 
them for civil disobedience, contemplated in their 
Pledge, and for all others, as some slight token of 
the intensity of their wounded feelings.

(ii) All work, except such as may be necessary in the 
public interest, should be suspended for the day. 
Markets and other business places should bo closed. 
Employees who are required to work even on 
Sundays may only suspend work after obtaining 
previous leave.

I  do not hesitate to recommend these two suggestions 
for adoption by public servants. For though i t  is un­
questionably the right thing for them not to take part in 
political discussion and gathering*, in my opinion they 
have an u n d o u b te d  right, to express upon vital matters, 
their feelings in the very limited manner herein sug­
gested,

(iii) Public meetings should be held on tha t day in all 
parts of India, not excluding villages, at which 
Resolutions praying for the withdrawal of the two 
measures should be passed.

If my advice is d eem ed  worthy of acceptance, the 
responsibility will lie in the first instance, on the various 
Satyagraha Associations, for undertaking the necessary 
worv of organisation, but all other associations will, I  
hope, join hands in making this demonstration a success.
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SPEECH AT TANTORI

l Mr, M . K .  G a n d h i  arnmd at T a n jo r e  on  the m o r n in g  o f  the 
# 4 t h  March. In  the afternoon, an open air meeting w a s  h e ld  at 
ike Besant Lodge at which .Devoan B'ahadw V. P. Ma&hmct 
Kao, 0. 7. Mt.t presided. The following is an abstract of 
Mr, G a n d h i 's  speech:—]

The acceptance, by the country,- of the now criminal 
laws wag a degradation, a humiliation. When a nation felt 
that any particular legislation was a national degradation 
they had a clear duty to discharge. In the countries of 
the West, when the governors did a wrong, there ensued 
bloodshed, In India, on the other hand, the people instino 
tively abhorred the doctrine of violence, Therefore, they 
had to find out by what other means they could enforce 
their will upon Government. They had found that speeches 
a t public meetings and the resolutions of the Legislative 
Councils had been of no avail. The official majority have 
rejected the national will expressed through the elected 
members. In  such circumstances, by what other means 
could they impose their will on Government f He suggest­
ed that what Prahlada did towards his father Hir&nya- 
kasupu should be done by them towards Government, 
Hiranyak.t;-upu issued a command to his son which conflict­
ed with his conscience. The voice of disciplined conscience 
w r.. the voice of the Divine : and any man who refused to 
listen to that voice degraded human dignity. The con­
science of the speaker"told him that they should act even as 
Prahlada acted against his father’s order r and if .their con­
science also told the same thing, they should do the same, 
Prahlada disobeyed his father’s command without any 

irreverence or will or disaffection for him, He continued to
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love Ms father as he was a till disobeying his order, and the 
very love he bore for his father made him point out to him 
his wrong which ho dutifully resisted under the dictates of 
his conscience. This was what was called civil disobedience, 
or S&tyagraha which meant the force of tru th  by the three 
of soul, If they accepted Satyagraha, they rejected the doc ­
trine of physical violence. He hoped that they who were the 
descendants of Prahlada would not send him away empty- 
handed, He had just then received a telegram that the 
Viceroy had given his consent to Bill No. 2.' They could 
not better begin the use of soul-force than by adopting 

* some rigorous measures of discipline. He has suggested 
in a letter to the Press that the second Sunday after the 
Viceroy had given his consent to the Bill:; which would be 
the 6th April, should be obsevered as a day of fast by nU 
adults, men and women, who could fast. That was not to 
be mixed up with the hunger-strikes in England known in 
connection with the movement for suffrages for women. I t  
was merely an expression of grief,’an' act of self denial, a 
process of purification. I t  trained the Satyagrahi bo begin 
and carry on his civil disobedience. On that day, they 
should suspend all transaction of business. He had even 
ventured to suggest that public servants also could partici­
pate in the general fast. He entirely conceded the doctrine 
that Government servants should not take part in 
politics, but, it did not mean the suppression of their con­
science, and their freedom to share in national grief or 
national joy. In  organising public meetings or in making 
speeches thereat, they should employ the most respectful 
and dignified language in speaking of Oovernmer fc and of 
their laws. In becoming language they should appeal to the 
Viceroy and to the Secretary of State to withdraw the new 
laws in question. In  taking the pledge they should undor- 

28
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'Stand that: they were to do no harm to life or to property, 
but work in peace and good will to all. Satyagraha would 
do what this legislation could not do, namely rid the country 
of violence. He hoped they would decide to accept i t : 
and accepting it never to retrace their steps from the vow 
after it  had once been taken. They need not sign the 
pledge a t the meeting but might take time to consider t he 
matter calmly, not once or twice but .fifty times, whether, 
in view to what was expected of them, they possessed the 
capacity for it. for the discipline and the sacrifice that it re­
quired of them, They should remember that it was a 
earned vow and that no Indian could break it with impunity.
If they disapproved of it now, they would ere long find 
cause to regret that they did not join the movement. If, from 
weakness or from any other came they could not advance 
to the centre of the fight, they might, at; least, remain at 
the circumference and along many of its lines help it in 
various ways. He hoped that. God had given them suffi­
cient strength and wisdom to take the vow and eoncien- 
tiously discharge their duties at this critical moment in the 
fortunes of their country.

SPEECH AT T ft1 Oil I NOPOLY

[At the meeting held at the Town Bull *Square, Trkhinopdy 
on fMh March, Mr M. K. Oandht toko was received with 
great ovation made the follovnng speech, Dr. Rajam vernier 
ing it in Tamil, sentence by sentence:—]

Friends.—You will forgive me for not standing to 
speak to you. I am physically too weak to do so. You 
will also forgive me fox Speaking to you not in Tamil, but 
in English. I t  will give me some pleasure if I  were to 
talk to you in Hindi, but it is a misfortune that you have
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not yet taken to the study of the national language, As 
you are aware, the opportunity is now offered to you of 
studying that language free of charge, and I  hope that as 
many of you as you can will take advantage of the oppor­
tunity thus offered. However, I  am on a different mission 
to-day.

I was yesterday in Tanjore. I  ventured to extend to 
the community of Tanjore an invitation which I  wish to 
extend to you also; but before 1 do so, I wish to thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for the beautiful address, 
the beautiful casket and the Tamil address that have been 
presented to me. As l do not accept any costly presents, 
the beautiful casket will go to the trust that has been 
formed which contains all the costly presents that I  have 
ever received in r*f life, and there, converted in money, it 
will be used for some other national purpose.

You say in the English address that there was a 
demonstration in the Transvaal or South Africa of the 
triumph of the spirit over matter. Your own belief in the 
triumph of the spirit over matter will be shortly put to the 
test. My invitation to you will ensure that test. You 
know the Rowlatt Bills perhaps so much as I do. I  need 
not explain them. You all want them to be withdrawn,
The Indian councillors in the Imperial Council tried their 
■best to have this legislation withdrawn. They failed. The 
Bills are bad, but this flouting of the unanimous voice of 
the Indian members is worse and it is for you and for. me, 
whose representatives these councillors are, to right this s 
double wrong. How can it be righted % When the 
governors of a country do a great wrong to the people 
whom they govern, history teaches us that they have 
resorted to violence, sometimes with apparent succt. a, 
often they have been defeated; but violence can only
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result in violence as darkness added to darkness really 
deepens it, The doctrine of violor ee is of the earth, 
earthy, merely material, and can be no guide for a human 
being who a t all believes in the existence of the soul. I f , 
as I  am sure you will reject the doctrine of violence, you 
have to consider other means for seeking redress, and that, 
as I  would translate, would mean “ Sathiam Prat hi 
Sathiftm,” You have ari instance given of it in the name 
mentioned this evening, i.e., of Prahlad. But some of 
you may be inclined to think tha t after all Prahlad is not 
a historical personage. That story may be a mere fable.
I  therefore propose to give you this evening a living in­
stance, living in r,ha sense that it has happened within 
recent memory. The authoress is dead. The name of the 

4 heroine is Valliamma. She was born in- South Africa of
Indian parents. She in common with many of our coun­
try-women in South Africa, joined the Satyagraha 
struggle that was raging there and that raged there 
for over 8 years. She had a faith so absolute in the 
triumph, of the spirit over matter that you and 1 are not 
privileged to possess, She knew nothing of the intricacies 
of the laws that we resisted in that country. I t  was 
enough for her tha t thousands of her country-men and 
country-women were suffering for some thing she did not 
know, but she knew, she realised instinctively that out of 
the travail of the soul is a nation born and so she volun- ' 
fcarily suffered the hardships of a South African prisoner.
She was 18 years old. In a weakly body she held a, spirit 
t h t t  was Indomitable. She got daily typhoid fever, whilst, 
she was in jail. Her’ friends in. the prison suggested that 
she should pay the fine to pay which she bad the option, 
but she resolutely declined to pay the fine, She preferred 
to die in the prison, but she did not die. She was dis-
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charged in an ailing condition, eh© was discharged after 
she had completed the full term of her imprisonment.
Then a few days after her discharge she died, mourned by 
the whole of the Indian community of South Africa as a 
heroine and martyr, Before she entered the prison gates 
she was a poor girl unknown to fame. Today she has 
risen to one of the Very best of her nation. I have com© 
here to invite you to follow the example of that beautiful 
girl, Talliamma, in »rd or that you may successfully resist 
this Rowlntt Legislation, and I promise that if you will 
approach the question, with even a little of the faith of. 
Valliamma, you will see that in a very short time these 
Bills are destroyed,

The Bills have violated the national conscience, and the 
resistance to those commands which are in violation of 
one’s conscience is a sacred privilege and a beauty, and it 
is not this law or this command of the governor that we 
resist, but it. is our duty, it is open to us to resist all his 
commands which are not moral commands, and when we 
respectfully disobey wrongful things of these Governors, 
we serve not only them but the whole nation. 1 have 
been asked wherever I have gone what law, what other 
laws shall we disobey. The only answer I am able to give, 
you to*day is that it is open to us to disobey all the laws 
which do not involve any moral sanction. That being 
so, it  is totally unnecessary for you to know what laws we 
shall disobey. The aim of a Satyagrahi is to invite upon 
his own devoted head all the suffering that he is capable of 
undertaking, Those of you, therefore, who disapprove of 
the Rowiatt Legislation and who have faith in the efficacy 
of Satyagraha, I  have come to invito in order that you 
might sign this Pledge, but I  will ask you to consider a 

thousand times before signing the Pledge. I t  is no dls-
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orftdit to you that you do not sign the Pledge, either 
because you do not disapprove of the legislation or you 
have not g o t  the strength and tho 'will, and it is not open 
to any Satyagrahi to resent your refraining from signing 
the Pledge. But if you once sign the Pledge, remember 
tha t even as that poor  girl Valli&mma in spite of her 
illness underwent the full term of her imprisonment, even 
so shall you never detract from the Pledge.

You might have seen from to-day’s papers received 
here tha t I  have addressed to the Press a letter embodying 
some suggestions, I will, however, repeat them, this evening.
My first suggestion is, that on Sunday week, i.t)., (6th day 
of April) we shah all observe a 24 hours’ fast. I t  is a fitting 
preliminary for Satyagrahis before they commence civil 
disobedience of the laws. For ail others it will be an 
expression of their deep grief over the wrong committed 
by the Government, I  have regarded this movement as a 
purely religious movement and fast is an ancient institu­
tion amongst us. You will not mistake it  for a hunger- 
strike (Laughter) nor will you consider it as designed for 
exerting any pressure upon the Government. I t  is a 
measure of self-discipline, i t  will be an expression of the 
anguish of the soul, and when the soul is anguished, 
nobody could resist. I  hope that all adults will take up the 
task unless they are prevented from doing so by ill-health 
or religious conviction. I  have also suggested that on 
that Sunday all work should be suspended, all markets and 
all business places should be closed. Apart from the 
.spiritual value of these two acts, they will form an educa­
tion of first-class, value for the masses. I  have ventured 
to include in nay suggestion even, public servants, because 
X think that we have to credit them with conscience as 
also their independence and ability and privilege to
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associate themselves with wrongs which the nation may 
want to resent, I t  is right that they should not take part 
in political meetings and political discussions, hut their 
individual conscience must have full and free play. My 
third suggestion in which public servants may not take 
part is that on that day, we should visit every hamlet, if 
we can and hold meetings and pass resolutions asking the 
Secretary of State for India to veto this legislation. I  
would not ask you to .resort to these public meetings and 
resolutions, but for one season, and the reason is that 
behind these meetings and resolutions lies the force of 
Satyagraha to enforce the national will. In these three 
suggestions, whether you are Satyagrahia or not, so long 
aa you disapprove of the Itowlatt Legislation, all can join 
and I  hope that there will be such a response throughout 
the length and breadth of India as would convince the 
Government that we are alive to what is going on in our 
midst,

I  thank you for the very great patience with which 
you have given me this hearing, A thousand thanks are 
to you for the various ways in which you are showering 
your affection upon me, but I  ask you with all the 
emphasis a t my command to translate this personal affec­
tion into real action, and I venture to promise to you that 
all who join this movement, l have not the slightest doubt 
will come out of it all the pure for it, Finally, please 
remember that if those in this great audience who are 
Satyagmhis wish to convert others to their creed, the best 
way of doing so is not to bear the slightest ill-will against 

/ them, but to conquer them by their sweetness, gentleness 
and a spirit of love, I  thank you onoe more,

,£ . 1 \'; ■ ■ ■ :' ‘ '' - v ',•. k .
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SPEECH AT TUTIOORIN

[4* public meeting was held at TvMcorin on the evening of the 
28th March when a large gathering of citizen* from all over 
the District o f TinneveUy assembled at the open place near the 
Municipal Hospital to welcome Mr, M , K. Gandhi and to listen 
to his Address. Mr, Gandhi's speech in reply to the People s 
Address was interpreted to the audience in Tamil by Mr, S.S. 
Bkarati, M, A ,t B. L, Mr. Gandhi spoke as follows ;— j,

Mr, CHAIRMAK and EhueUDS,—You will forgivp me for 
not speaking to you standing as 1 am too weak to do so. 
Forgive mo also for not being able to speak to you in 
Tamil, When you have learnt the ■' “ lingua franca, ” the 
national language of India, that is Hindi, 1 shall have 
much pleasure in addressing you in Hindi. And it is open 
to all of you to avail yourselves of the opportunity now 
offered in Madras and other places of learning Hindi,
Until you do so, yon really shut yourself out from the rest 
of India, I  thank,) you very much for presenting this 
Address to me. I  have come to you this evening to ex­
tend to you an invitation. This is almost the southern­
most part of India, And I have been forcibly struck 
throughout my progress from Madras down herq by the 
religious sentiment and the religious element predominant 
in those parts. This southern part of India is filled with 
temples in a manner in which no other part of India is. 
Untold wealth has been spent upon -these marvels of archi­
tecture, And they demonstrate to me as nothing else does 
th a t we are a people deeply religious and that the people of 
India will be best appealed to by religion. I  have come to
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■Bay to you a religious sentiment. Many of us think toat 
m  the political life we need not bring tbs religious element, 
sit all. Some even go ffo far as to say that polities sho o 
have nothing to do with religion, Our post shows that 
we have rejected that doctrine, and we have always touch­
ed every form of activity with the religious spirit, ‘ ->a 
fill know or ought to know what the Bowlatt legislation 
is- I therefore do nob propose to occupy your time by 
going into the history of t hat legislation, f t  is common 
cause throughout the length and breadth of India that 
that legislation, if i t  remains in the Statute-Book will dis­
grace the whole nation. We have asked our rulers not to 
continue that legislation. But they have absolutely dis­
regarded the petition, They have therefore indicted a 
double wrong on the whole nation. We have seen that all 
our meetings, all our resolutions and all the speeches of 
cu r Councillors in ihe Imperial Legislative Council have 
proved to be of practically no avail. In  these cucum ■ 
stances what should we do? As I have already said, we 
must somehow or other get this legislation removed.
There are two ways and only two ways open to us. One k 
the modern or the western method of violence upon the 
wrong-doers, I  hold that India will reject that proposition.
The vast masses of India have never been taught by our 
religious preceptors to resort to violence. The other 
method is the method known to us of old. And that is of 
not giving obedience to the wrongful things of the rulers 
but to suffer the consequences. The way of so suffering is 
Satyagraha. I t  is the way of Prahlada, And it is, X
respectfully venture to suggest to you, the only way open
to us. In it there is no defeat; for, we continue the battle 
till we die or till we obtain victory. But to-day we are 
moved by the spirit of scepticism. Ami many of ns may
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reject the story of Prahiada as a fable, I  therefore pro­
pose to give you as briefly as I can the story of modern 
historical Satyagrahis. I have only singled oat the names 
°f those who have died. Three of them wore Tamilian,a and 
one a Mahomadan from the Bombay Presidency. One of 
the TamiKans was a beautiful girl called Valliammai, 
eighteen years old. She was born in South Africa as were 
the other two lads whose names I  shall presently mention 
to you. She went to jail, she caught typhoid fever;1 and 
she declined td be released. I t  wae through the typhoid 
fever that she died while she was in jail. The other two 
v-ere aged 18 and 17 and they died after their discharge 
from their prisons. They were all born of indentured 
patents. They did not receive the liberal education that many 
of us have. They had only a hazy notion of the story of 
Ramayana and Makabaratha, There were in South Africa 
no religious teachers to instil into their minds the in dorai- 
table deeds of Prahiada, But to-day they End their names 
engraved among the heroes and heroines of South Africa.
The name of the fourth was Ahmed Mahomed Kantiar, He 
was the bravest among the brave. He was one of the truest 
men I have known.'“He was a merchant of very substantial 
means. VV hen this Satyagraha battle was raging in South 
Africa be was in the midst of the fight. He was the Presi 
dent of the British Indian Association in Transvaal, He 
not only went to jail but he was reduced to the utmost 
poverty, He sacrified every earthly possession for the 
sake of his own honour and that of his Motherland, He 
knew the force of Satyagraha. He died only a few months 
ago mourned by the whole of South Africa. He too, in 
the commonly accepted sense of the word, was an illiterate 
man but he had a fund of commonsense which you would 
not see in ordinary people. And he saw with an unerring
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instinct that the way to liberty lay not through violence 
bat through self-suffering. I  have no doubt that what 
was possible forValliammai,- Nagappan, Narayanuswatm and 
Ahmed Mahomed is possible for every one of you to-day,
I  ask you in the name of these modern Satyagr&hie to 
follow in their footsteps, sign the Satyagraha Pledge and 
repeal the legislation, The taking of the Pledge is a sacred 
act undertaken in the name of the Almighty. Whilst 
therefore I invite every man and woman to sign the Pledge 
l beseech them also to consider it deeply and a number 
of times before signing it. But if you do decide to sign 
the pledge you Will sea to it like Valliammai and Ahmed 
Mahomed to observe it at the sacrifice of your lives. The 
Satyagrahi when he signs the Pledge changes his very 
nature. He relies solely upon the truth, which is another 
word for love. Before he signs the Pledge he might get 
irritated against those who differ from him but not so 
afterwards. After all we expect every one to come over 
to us as the struggle progresses. We shall succeed in 
doing so if we are not bitter against them but are perfect­
ly loving and respectful. You will have seen in the papers 
that I  have made three definite suggestions in onto/ to 
start my campaign. The adoption of my suggestions will 
also mark the religious character of the movement, The 
first suggestion is that on the 6fch of April which is ft Sunday, 
we should observe a fast. The second suggestion is that 
we should all suspend our ordinary business for the day.
Those who are employed if they re called upon even to 
work on Sundays, should cease work after receiving due 
permission. The two suggestions are of universal application 
and take in also public servants. The third suggestion is to 
hold in every hamlet of India public meeting protesting, 
against the Rowlatt legislation, and asking the Secretary of
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State for India to' repeal that legislation. All the sugges­
tions are designed by way of self-denial, self discipline and 
education. In  the fast vro expact our women, our servants 
and every one to join us. If  you accept my humble sug­
gestions I hope you will carry them out in the spirit in 
which I have grid them. You have kindly refrained from 
applauding, whilst wo are making a noisy demonstration 
while I have been, speaking, out of regard for my heaven I  
ask you to transfer that regard to all S&ty&grahis. If  you 
will not divert your attention by appkding or crying 
“ shame, shame, ” or “ hear, hear ” you will concentrate 
better on the topic before you. You will not also disturb 
the  thought of my person speaking. I would even go so 
fast to suggest that in all our meetings whether of Batya- 
grahxs or otherwise there should, not be this new fangled 
demonstration. But whether you accept my advice as of 
universal application or no, I  hope that you will accept it 
so far as Satyagrahi meetings are concerned, The only 
weapon before us is to rely upon truth and self-sacrifice, I  
Slope you will always rely upon that and that alone. I  thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for giving me such a 
patient hearing. And ! pray to God that He will give you 
-strength to carry on the mission that we have under­
taker, ,
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\Mr> M, K- Gandhi arrived at Negapalam on the morning oj 
the m h  'March.At 4-30 pM . ; there was a monster meeting in 
the Nazir Gardens. The Streets were gay with festoons and 
flowers Jtt honour of his visit and the gathering numbered 
about ten thousand Mr, Gandhi addressed the avdttmoe as
follows ;— j

Mr. Chairman and Friends,—I must once more ask 
forgiveness that I cannot, speak standing, being too weak 
to do so I am sorry also that 1 cannot address you in 
beautiful Tamil. I  am sorry that the majority of you do 
not know Hindi, to enable me to speak in the .National 
language. I  thank you for the beautiful address presented 
to me this afternoon and my  sense would have been still 
more warm if your address had been written »r Tamil.
You may have given me an English or Hindi translation or 
I  WOuld certainly have the address translated for me. I  do 
hope that when the next occasion arises, no matter who 
the visitor may be, you will recognise the dignity of your
own mother-tongue.

CAPITAL AND L,AISOU11
I  have come here principally on the invitation of the 

« Labourers ’ Union.” I  understand, too, that the majority 
of this meeting are labourers. The others therefore,will 
forgive me whilst X say a few words specially addressed to 
the labourers. Practically the whole of my life has been 
passed among labourers. I  know something about Labour 
problems. I hope, ! fully realise, the dignity of labour J 
hope too, that those who are guiding the gtenb k g  1
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movement in this important War, will enable the labourers 
to appreciate the dignity of labour, Labourers are not the 

* least important among the citizens of India, Indeed, if we 
include the peasantry*' they by far, form the vast majority,

_ I t  is but a truism when I  say that the future of India and 
for that matter of any country depends more upon the 
•classes. I t  is therefor© necessary that the labourers' should 
recognise their own status in society, And it is necessary 
also that the classes who are instructor’? of the* masse s 
should recognise their obligations towards the masses.
Also, in our own system we see many defects and it is my 
firm conviction that our system will not allow of the strug­
gle of existence that is going on in the West between 
labour and Capital. In the West practically, capital and 
labour are at opposite interest. Each distrusts the other.
I t  was not so in ancient India, and I  am glad the leaders 
of the Labour Movement here had not introduced the 
Western form of agitation between capital and labour, They 
would teaeb. the labourer they are in no way slave of 
Capital and they would hold themselves. There is only one 
occasion to be given in asking the labourers to under stand 
and recognise that they, after all, are the predominant 
power and the predominant partners and they should 
recognise their strength. That they should know that 
labour without capital is entirely useless. That is to say, 
large organisations in India would be utterly impossible 
without adequate capital. They should therefore recognise 
their obligations to Capital. Tho labourers are going to 
play an important part in the future. Taking India, it  is 
not enough that they regulate their own in a satisfactory 
manner. They must therefore look beyond the concerns of 
their Unions. They should understand that they are after 
all part of the larger homes. I t  adds to their dignity when
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they understand that they are members and citizens of the 
Empire and if you only do so you will also tend to under­
stand the National activities.

nownArr nans
Of one such activity I  propose to take a brief descrip­

tion this afternoon, you may know, that the Government 
have just now embarked upon a piece of legislation which 
[ hold and the country holds to be most hurtful to the 
Nation, I t is the duty of every one of us whether we be 
long to the classes, whether we are men or women to 
understand this legislation that may be passed by the 
Rulers. I  hope, therefore, that the Leaders of the masses 
will go amongst the masses and inform them of what this 
legislation is, I t  is but natural and necessary that the 
hurtful legislation should be removed. Wo have therefore 
to so act as to enable us to secure the removal of tin's 
legislation. We have held meetings all over India, we have 
passed resolutions and have appealed to the Viceroy to 
remove this legislation : but all these appeals have fallen 
upon deaf ears. Our Governors have therefore done 
double wrong, in that they are making a piece of harmful 
legislation and they have flouted the public opinion. When 
people are hurt, and become angry, and do not believe in 
God, they take up arms and light with the wror g doers.
That is the doctrine of violence. As a whole, India has 
not adopted that doctrine, India Has there for believed in 
God and His righteousness and therefore in our hour of 
trial we have depended upon God, I t  is part of our duty 
to obey the wrong doer when he inflicts unjust things upon 
us. But we must resist them in the manner Prahlada 
resisted, in the penalty for disobedience. So should we do 
in the present instance, with measures contrary to the 
method of violence. It is called u Satyagraha”, I t  is the
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doctrine of same suffering in which, there is therefore no- 
defeat. Our countrymen in South Africa when they were* 
labouring, copied these examples with the results, you pro­
bably know. In  that movement all joined hands but the 
majority were the common people. There were two beauti­
ful boys and [one beautiful girl in South Africa 
who lost their lives for the cause of National Honor.
You should know because they had sacred aims, 
they are remembered from day to day so long 
as this struggle lasts and even after. The girl’s name is 
Yelliyainmai, the boys' names are Nagappan and Narayaua- 
aanii. They were all about 15 years old and they were 
drawn from the labouring classes. They did riot receive 
liberal education nor had they read the deeds of Ra ma - 
yana’" and 44 Mahabharata1’-- -Indian blood forced through 
the veins. The law of suffering was engraved upon their 
hearts and I ask every one present here to copy the exam­
ple of these two heroes and one heroine. If  you and 1 are in 
suffering, if our properties are taken away from us, no 
matter for we preserve our dignity and National honor,
You will learn more of this struggle from the leaders here,
As this is purely a religious ’ struggle wo propose to make 
a beginning next Sunday week, the Gth day of April. 1 
have suggested all men, women, labourers and moneyed 
men and every one who has Indian blood in him should 
fast fo» 24 hours frormtbe last night's meal' We begin our 
civil disobedience and it is purely a religious one. This fast 
is not a show but a sincere prayer to the Almighty that 
we may receive proper strength and proper wisdom in 
goiug through these struggles. X have also suggested that 
we should stop all business and work for that day. I hope 
that our merchant friends will fall in with this plan. If 
there are any labourers who are called upon to work on
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Sundays they will cease work only it’ they receive permis­
sion from their masters. I t  ia not part of civil desobedience 
that we should disobey our employers' just orders. Wo 
should hold meetings on that day and proceedings should 
be sent to the Viceroy and the Secretary of State to re­
move this? objectionable legislation. I t  will not. b© 
an idle prayer but it is by the force of 4< Satyagra.hu and 
I  assure you that if many of us approach this struggle in 
a proper and becoming spirit, we can have the legislation 
destroyed in a short space of time.

CONCI.tTBION
I  thank you sincerely for inviting mo to Negapatam.

I  thank you also for giving me a patient hearing. I  can ­
not find sufficient words to describe tho great affection 
that has been poured upon me throughout the Madras 
Presidency. I  learnt in South Africa to have boundless 
faith in the Indians. More than any other part of 
India you hove preserved the National traditions in a 
superior manner. You have preserved most, decidedly 
to the outward form. You have also the faith in 
Divinity, When I look a t you, my mind reminds 
me of our great I l is h ie s  I  am sure they could not 
have lived simpler lives, but one thing is [simple. You 
have to dream into the form that you have so beautifully 
preserved, the spirit of the Risbies. Then you will be a 
power in the land and you will preserve the dignity of the 
Nation and realise her future destiny. I  hope that God 
will give you sufficient strength for this.

■ ■ ■ . 11 __
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8ATYAGRAHA DAY IN MADRAS

[ Under the auspices of the Madras Satyagraha Sabha., ® 
public irmfdng was /tdd at the Vriplicaite Beach on 30th 
March to explain the message of- Mr, M. K. Uandhi for the ob­
servance o f the, Sidyayr aha Bay :—j

I  am sorry that I shall not bo with you for this 
evening’s meeting, as I  must taka the train for Bazwuda 
in order to keep my engagement with our Andhra friends.
But before my departure, I would like to reduce to writing 
my impressions of the-tour through the southern part of 
the Presidency, which I  have just completed, and to 
answer some criticism and some doubts that have been 
offered by friends.

I  have visited Tan j ore, Triehinopoly, Madura, Tati- 
curio and Negapatanu; and taking the lowest estimate, the 
people addressed must have been not less than thirty 
thousand. Those who have a right to give us warnings, 
to express misgivings and who have just a a great a love of 
the Motherland as we claim to have, have feared the 
danger that however well-meaning we may be, and however 
anxious we may be to avoid violence, the people who may 
join the movement under an enthusiastic impulse may not 
bo able to exercise sufficient self-control and break out 
into violence, resulting in needless loss of life, and, what 
Je more, injury to-the National cause. After embarking 
upon the movement, I began addressing mootings with 
Delhi, I passed then through Lucknow, Allahabad, 
Bombay, and thence to Madras. My experience of all these 
meetings shows that the advent of Safcyagraha has already
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altered the spirit of those who attend the Satyagmha 
meetings. JCrt Lucknow, upon an innocent remark by the 
chairman us to the Manifesto signed by some of the 
members of the Imperial Legislative Council disapproving 
os. our movement, the audience cried out * shame, shame V 
I  drew their attention to. the fact that Satyagrahis and 
those who attended Safcyagraha meetings hould riot use 
such expressions and that the - speeches at; our meetings 
ought not to be punctuated with either marks of dis­
approval or of approval, The audience immediately under­
stood the spirit of tay remarks and never afterwards made 
any demonstration of their opinion. In  the towns of this 
Presidency as elsewhere, whilst it is true that the large 
crowds have refrained from any noisy demonstration out 
of regard for my health, they have fully understood the 
necessity of refraining from it on the higher ground. The 
leaders in the movement have also fully understood the 
necessity for self-restraint. These experiences of mine fill 
m© with *the greatest hope for the future, I  never had 
any apprehensions of the danger our friends feared and 
the various meetings I  have described oontirm my optimism 
but I would venture further to state that every precaution 
that is humanly possible is being and will be taken to avert 
any such danger; I t  is for that reason that our Pledge 
•commits the signatories to a breach of those la ws that may 
be selected for the purpose by a Committee of Satyagrahis, 
and I am glad that otir Sind friends have understood their 
Pledge and obeyed the prohibition of the Hyderabad 
Commissioner of Police to hold their inoffensive procession, 
for it is no part of the present movement to break all the 
laws of the land the breach of which is not inconsistent 
with the Pledge, A Satyagrahi is nothing if not ipstinc; 
lively law-abiding, and it is his law-abiding nature which

f  ' ' ' . ■ .
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exacts from him implioit obodience to the highest law that 
is the voice of conscience which overrides all other laws.
His civil disobedience, even of certain laws' is only seeming- 
disobedience Every law gives the subject an option either 
to obey the primary sanction or the secondary , and T 
venture to suggest that the Satyngr&hi by inviting the 
secondary sanction obeys the law. He does not act like 
the ordinary offender who not only commits a  breach of 
the laws of the land whether good or bad but wishes to- 
avoid the consequences of that breach It will seem, there­
fore, that every thing that prudence may dictate has been 
done to avoid any untoward results. Some friends have 
said : “ We understand your breach of the BoWlatt legisla­
tion but as,a Satyagrahi there is nothing for you in it to 
break. How can you however break the other laws which 
you have hitherto obeyed and which may also be good ?”

• So far as good laws are concerned, that is, laws which lay 
down moral principles, the Satyagrahi may not break them 
and their breach is not contemplated under the Pledge.
But the other laws are neither good nor bad, moral or 
immoral. They may be useful or may even be harmful.
Those Saws one obeys for the supposed good Government 
of the country. Such laws are laws made for the purpose 
of revenue,,or political laws creating statutory offences.
Those lav ; enable the Government to continue its power.
When therefore a Government goes wrong to the extent of 
hurting the National fibre itself, as does the Rowlatt 
Legislation, it becomes the right of the subject, indeed it is 
his duty, to withdraw his obedience to such laws to the 
•i, -. tent it may be required in order to bend the Government 
to the .National will. A doubt has been expressed during 
my tour and my friends have written to me ns to the 
validity in terms of Satyagmha of the entrustment of the
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detection of the laws for breach to a Committee, Few it is 
argued tha t it  amount ■ to a surrender of one’s conscience 
to leave such selection to others. This doubt misvmder- 
.stands the /Pledge. A. signatory of the Pledge undertakes, 

v so far as he is concerned, to break if necessary all the laws 
■which it would be lawful for the Batyagrahi to break, tt. 
is not however obligatory on him to break all such laws.
He can therefore perfectly conscientiously leave the selec­
tion of the laws to be broken to the judgment of those 
who are experts in the .matter and who in their turn are 
necessarily subject, to the limitations imposed by the 
Pledge, The worst that can happen to any signatory as 
that the selection may not be exhaustive enough for Mm.

i  have been told that I  am diverting the attention 
of the country from the one and only thing that matters, 
namely, the forthcoming reforms. In my opinion the Rowlatt 
legislation, in spite of the amendments which as the Select 
-Committee very properly says does not affect its principles 
blocks the way to progress and therefore to attainment of 
substantial reforms. To my mind the first thing needful 
is to claim a frank and full recognition of the principle 
that public opinion properly expressed shall be respected by 
the Government. lam  no believer in the doctrine that 
the same power can at the same time trust and disit ust, 
grant liberty and repress it. 1 have a right to interpret the 

• - coming reforms by the light that the Rowlatt legislation 
throws upon them, and I make bold to promise that if wo 
do not gather sufficient force to remove from our path this 
great obstacle in the shape of the Rowlatt legislation, we 
shall find the reforms to be a whitened sepulchre. Vet 
another objection to answer. Some friends have argued:
“ Your Satyagraha movement only accentuates the fear we 
have of the onrush of Bolshevism.” The fact, however, is
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iihHt if anything can possibly prevent this calamity 
descending upon our country, it h Satyagr>.ha, Bolshevism 
is the neoe; : •'t v result of modern materialistic civilisation.
It-' insensate worship cf matter has given rise o a school 
which has been brought up to look upon materialistic 
advancement m  the goal and which has lost all touch with 
the final things of life. Self-indulgence is the Bolsbevic 
creed, self-restraint is the Satyagrafca creed.., I f  I  can but 
induce the Nation to accept S&tyagrabft if only as a 
predomivnnt facto? in life, whether social or political, wo 
need hat e no fear of the Bolshavic propaganda. In asking 
the Nation to accept S&tyagrnha. I am asking for the 
introduction' in reality of nothing new. I  have coined a 
new word for an ancient law that has hitherto mainly 
governed our lives, and I do prophesy that if we disobey 
the law of the final supremacy of the spirit over matter, of 
liberty and love over brute force, in a few years time we 
shall have Bolshevism rampant in this land which was once 
so holy.

MESSAGE TO SATYAGBAHIS

[On April 3, 1019, Mr. M. K. -Gandhi sent the following• 
message from. Bombay to Mr, 8. Kmturiranqa /.yengor,
Editor o f the “ Hindu ” Madras :—]

Just arrived, having missed connection at Secun­
derabad.

Regarding the meeting at Delhi, J. hope that the 
Delhi Tragedy will make Satyagrahis steel their 
hearts and the waverers to reconsider their posi­
tion. I  have no shadow of doubt that, by remain ­
ing true to the Pledge, we shall not only secure the- 
withdrawal of the Rowlett Legislation, but we shall 
kill the spirit of terrorism lying behind.
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I  hop© the speeches on Sunday, the 8tb April, will be 
free from anger or unworthy passion. The cause 
is too great and sacred to be damaged by exhibition 
of passion. We have no right to cry out against 
sufferings self-invited. Undoubtedly there should 

1 ba no coercion for the suspension, of business or *® 
fast, , • t' / ’ ' t -'iV''

THS DELHI INCIDENT

[Mr. M. K. GmdM smt the fallo wing letter to the Press from
Bovnhcty under date ith  April, 1919 . J

I t  is alleged against the Delhi people assembled at the 
Delhi Bail way Station (1) that some of them were trying 
to coerce sweetmeat sellers into [closing their stall* * (2) 
that some were forcibly preventing people from plying 
tra means and other vehicles; (3) that some of them threw 
brickbats ; (4) that the whole crowd that marched to the 
Station demanded the release of men who wore said to bo 
coercers and w »  were for that reason arrested at the 
instance of the Railway authorities; (5) that the crowd 
declined to disperse when the Magistrate gave orders to 
disperse. I have read Sanyasi Swarm Shradbanardji’s 
account of the tragedy, I  am bound to] accept it as true, 
unless it is authoritatively proved to be otherwise and his 
account seems to me to deny the allegations, 1, A and 3.
But assuming the truth of all allegations it does appear 
to me that the local authorities in Delhi have made use of 
a Nasmyth hammer to crush a fly, On their action, how 
ever, in firing on the crowd, I  shall seek another opportu­
nity of saying more. My purpose in writing this letter ia 
m ere ly  to issue a note of warning to ali Satyagrahis, I 
would therefore, like to observe that the conduct described
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in the allegations 1 to 4, If true, would bo inconsistent 
with the Safeyagraha Pledge. The conduct described in 
allegations can he coexistent with the Pledge, hut if the 
allegation is true, the conduct was premature, because the 
Committee, contemplated in the Pledge, has not decided 
upon the disobedience of orders Shat may.be .issued by the 
Magistrates under the Riot Act, I  am anxious to make 
it  as clear as I  can that in this movement no pressure can 
be put upon people who do not wish to accept our sugges­
tions ahd advice, the movement being essentially on© to 
secure the greatest freedom for all Satyagrahia cannot 
forcibly demand release of those who might be arrested, 
whether justly or unjustly. The essence of the Pledge is 
to  invite imprisonment and until the Committee decides 
apoh the breach of the Riot Act, it is the duty of Satya- 
grahis to obey, without making the slightest ado, 
Magisterial orders to disperse, etc., and thus to demon­
strate their law-abiding nature. I  hope that the neat 
Sunday a t Satyagraha meetings, all speeches will be free 
from passion, anger or resentment. The movement 
depends for its success entirely upon perfect self-possession, 
self-restraint, absolute adherence to tru th  and unlimited 
capacity for self-suffering. Before closing this letter, I  
would add that in opposing the Eowlatt Legislation 
Satyagrahis are resisting the spirit of terrorism which lies 
behind it and of which it is a most glaring symptom. The 
Delhi tragedy imposes an added responsibility upon 
Satyag ahis of Stilling their hearts and going on with their 
struggle until the Eowlatt Legislation is withdrawn,



(si
•;.. ;,v ,v :.,;.'̂!Vrv: ^ .'<'.' .=---̂;V:)5'■ ^ i . ' . ■;f :-̂f̂:̂ |V-:tiS?Jr̂

MESSAGE TO MADRAS SATY AGE AIDE

[The following massage from Mr. M, K. Gandhi wm rdad 
nl the great meeting in Madras h id  em the Sutyagra a
Day on 6th April;—-j .

I do hope that the Presidency that produced beau i u. 
VaRiamraa, Fagappan, Farayanaswamt and so m a n y  others 
of your Presidency with whom-1 was privileged to vta? 
in South Africa will not quail in the presence of sacrifice 
demanded of us all, I am convinced that reforms will ho 
of no avail j, unless our would-be partners respect us. Am 
we know that they only respect those who are capable o 
sacrificing for ideals, as themselves, Seo how unstinting y 
they poured out treasure and blood during the V Au. Ours 
is a nobler causa and our means infinitely superior, m  that 
we refrain from shedding blood, other than our own.

MESSAGE TO THE BOMBAY CITIZENS

[At the Satyagraha Demonstrations in Bombay on 6th April,
Mr. M. M, Gandhi referred to the Delhi incident and pointed
o u t:—] . ,

We have two a u th o r ita t iv e  versions of the opistu^
One was Swam! Shradhanandji’s stating the peoples 
version, and the other was Government '! justifying the 
action of the local authorities, The two did not tally > 
they differed as to some main particulars. An impartia. 
observer will regard both as partial statements. I *>©8 
of the popular party to assume for purposes of criticism 
the truth of the official narrative, but there are remarkable
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gAps in it amounting to the evasion of charges made 
against; the local authorities by Sanyasi Sbradhananilji- 
His statement .was- the first in the field, and he was on the 
scene immediately after the shooting incident, near the 
Hallway Station. If the Government have sought the co­
operation of the National Leaders to regulate the crowd,, 
there would not have been any need for, the display or use 
of Military force. Even if the official version was correct, 
there was no justification to fire on the innocent people.
The people were entirely unarmed, and at the worst what 
would they have done % In  any other place but India the 
Police would have been deemed sufficient to meet an emer 
g'oiscy of the Delhi type, armed with nothing more than 
batons. He related how in 1897, at Durban, a mob of 6*009 
.Europeans beat upon lynching an innocent victim threatened 
the,; destruction of property worth .£20,000, including the 
lives of nearly twenty men, women and children, and how a 
dozen Police, though they would have been justified m  
calling Military aid, contended with the crowd themselves 
and succeeded in. peacefully dispersing it, The Delhi crowd 
had no such intention of hurting any body. I t  threaten­
ed to do nothing except; as alleged, it refused to disperse.
The authorities could have peacefully regulated the 
crowd ; Instead they followed the customary practice of 
calling the Military on the slightest pretext. He 
did not want to labour on the point. I t  was 
enough the crowd hurt nobody and were neither overawed 
nor infuriated. It was a remarkable incident that the 
people were sufficiently firm and self-possessdd to hold a 
mass meeting of 40,000 after the shooting incidents, and 
it covered the Delhi people with glory. He has always 
emphasised that the people who took part in the struggle 
against the Rowlatfc Act will be self-possessed and peace,.

•>. . ; V , v i  d \ , ■ ■ • :/:.y y '' . .. /  ". ■ :-*
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fu'j but ha has never said that the people will not have to 
auiffer. Mr. Gandhi further said that to the Satyagrahis 
such suffering mix# he welcome. The sterner they were- 
the better. They have undertaken to suffer unto death,
Saayasi fchradhanan.fi ji has wired saying that 4 MaJbomma- 
dans and 5 Hindus have - so far died, and that about 
20 people were missing and 13 persons were in the hospital,, 
being badly wounded. For Satyagrahis it was not a bad 
beginning. No country had ever risen, no nation had 
ever been made without sacrifice, and we were trying an 
experiment of building up ourselves by self-sacrifice without 
resorting to violence in any shape or form. That was a 
Batyagrahi, From Satyagraha standpoint the peoples'
Case in Delhi was weak, in that the crowd refused to disperse 
when asked to do so, and demanded the release of the two 
arrested men, Both acts were wrong. I t  was arrest and 
imprisonment they sought for by resorting to civil dis­
obedience: In, this movement it was open to Satyagrahis to
disobey only those laws which are selected by the Committee 
contemplated in the Pledge, Before being able to offer ©fifec- \\ 
five civil disobedience, we must acquire habits of discipline, 
self-control and qualities of leadership and obedience. Till 
these qualities were developed and till the spirit of 
Satyagrahis has permeated large bodies of men and women,
Mr. Gandhi said he had advised that only such laws ns 
can be individually disobeyed should be selected for die- 
obedience, as, while disobeying certain selected laws, it was 
incumbent on the people to show their law-abiding character 
by respecting all the other laws.
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROLIXBITEjO I-ITiSRATUIiE

\Tht Satyagraka Committee advised that for ike, turn being 
&QM8 regarding prohibited literature and registration of 
Newspapers may be civilly disobeyed. Accordingly Mr, 
(rtmdhi) President, and Secretary of the Safryagmha, Sabha, 
Bombay, issued on April 7 the following notice to organise,
regulate and control the vale of these publications:..

Satyagrahis should receive copies of prohibited 
literature for distribution. A limited number of copies 
can be had from the Secretaries of the Satyagraha Sabha. 
Satyagrahis should, so far as possible, write their names 
and addresses as sellers so that they may be traced easily 
when wanted by the Government for prosecution, Natural* 
ly, there can be no question of secret sale of this literature. 
At the Same time, there should be no forwardness either 
in distributing it. I t is open to Satyagrahis to form small, 
groups of men and women to whom they may .read this 
class of literature. The object iu selecting prohibited 
literature is not merely to commit a civil breach of the law 
regarding it but it, is also to supply people with clean 
literature of a high moral value. I t  is expected that the 
Government will confiscate such. Satyagrahis have to be 
as independent of finance as possible. When therefore 
copies are confiscated, Satyagrahis are requested to make 
copies of prohibited literature themselves or by securing 
the assistance of willing friends and to make use of it untid 
it is confiscated by giving readings to the people from it. 
I t  is stated that suoh readings would amount to dissemina­
tion of prohibited literature. When whole copies are

• /Cut /  ■ ■■ ' ' V
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exhatmi-ed by dissemination or confiscation, Satyagrahia 
may continue civil, disobedience by writing out and distri­
buting extracts from accessible books.

CtRCOOimSO IfNItEGI8TBE.ED NBWSPAfRIt.S

Regarding the civil breach of the law governing the 
publication of newspapers the idea Is to publish in every 
S&tyagraha centre a written newspaper without registering 
it. I t  need not occupy more than one side of half a 
foolscap. When such a newspaper is edited it will be 
found how difficult it is to fill up half a sheet. I t  ia a well 
known fact that a vast majority of newspapers contain, 
much padding. Further, it cannot be denied that news­
paper articles written under the terror of the very strict 
newspaper law have a double meaning. A Safcyagrabi for 
whom punishments provided by law have lost all terror 
can give only in an unregistered newspaper his thoughts 
and opinion unhampered by any other consideration than 
tha t of his own conscience. His newspaper therefore, if 
otherwise well edited, can become a most powerful vehicle 
for transmitting pure ideas in a concise manner, and there 
need be no fear of inability to circulate a hand - written* 
newspaper, for it will be the duty of those who may recerve 
the first copies to recopy till at last the process °*: 
multiplication is made to cover if necessary the who;le 

. the masses of India and it must not be forgotten t*h&t we 
have in India the tradition of imparting instrmc^ on by 
oral teaching.
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.MESSAGE AFTER ARREST

{Mr. Gandhi was wrested at Kosi on his way to Delhi on the 
morning of the 10th April and served with an order not to 
.enter the Punjab and the District of Delhi and to restrict 
himself to the Bombay Presidency. The officer serving the 
order treated him most politely, assuring him it would be his 
most painful duty to arrest him, if he d S sd  to disobey, but 
that there would be no Ul-will between them. Mr, Gandhi 
smilingly said that he mast elect Co disobey us it was his duty, 
and that the officer ought also to do what was his duty, Mr. 
Gandhi then dictated the following message to Mr. Demi, his 

, Secretary, laying special mnphmis on his oral message that 
■none shall recent Ji-te arrest] or do anything tainted with 
%MrUth or molenm which is sure to draw the sacred. cause.
The message reads ; — j

To my countrymen. It is a matter of the highest 
satisfaction to me, as I  hope to you, that I  have received 
an order from the Punjab Government, not to enter that 
Province and another from the Delhi Government not to 

Delhi, while, an order of the Government of India 
has U®en served on me immediately later which restricts 
m  t0 tBombay. I  had no hesitation in saying to the officer, 
who ser yed the order on mo, that I was bound in virtue of 
the pledge to disregard it, which I  *have done, and 1 shall 
presently h ad myself a free man, my body being taken by 
them in the.ir custody. I t  was galling to me to remain 
free whilst the-, Rowlatt Legislation disfigured tho Statute 
Book, My an vest makes me free. I t  now remains for 
vou to do your duty, whieh'Visi clearly stated j in  the

:• , $ . 'is T
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■Satyagrabft. pledge. Follow it, and you will find it will be 
your Kamadhemi, I hope there will be no- resentment- 
about nay arrest. I  have received what I wan seeking 
either withdrawal of the Bowlatt Legislation or imprison­
ment. A departure from truth  by a hair’s breadth, or 
violence committed against anybody, whether Englishman 
or Indian, will surely damn great cause the Satyagnihif) , 
are handling, I  hope the Hindu'Muslim unity, which 
seems now to have taken firm hold of/ the people, will 
become a reality And I  feel convinced that it will only bo 
a reality if the suggestions I  have ventured to make in 
ray communication to the Press are carried out. The 
responsibility of the Hindus in the matter is greater than 
thatj of Muhammadans, they being in a minority and I  
hope they will-discharge their responsibility in the manner 
worthy of their country. I  have also marie certain 
.suggestions regarding the proposal of the Swadeshi vow.
Now I  commend them, to your serious attention and you 
will find that as your ideas of Satyagraha become matured 
the Hindu-Muslim unity is but parts of Satyegrahn,. 
Finally it is my firm belief that we shall obtain salvation 
only through suffering and not by reforms dropping on us 
from England, no matter how anstintipgly they might bo 
granted. The English are a great Nation,but the weaker also 
go to the wall if they come in contact with them. When 
they are themselves courageous they have borne untold 
sufferings and they only respond to courage and sufferings 
and partnership with them is only possible after we have 
developed an indomitable courage and a faculty for un­
limited suffering. There is a fundamental difference 
between their civilisation and ours, They believe in the 
doctrine of violence or brute force as the final arbiter. My 
reading of our civilisation is that we are expected to believe
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in Soul Force or Moral Force as the final arbiter and th is
is Satvagmka. We are groaning under sufferings which
we wculd avoid if we could, because we have swerved, from
the path laid down for us by our ancient civilisation.  ̂ 1
hope that the Hindus, Muhammadans, Sikhs, Parris, Chris*
tians, Jews and all who are born in' India or who made
India then land of adoption will fully participate in these
National observances and I hope too that women will take
therein as full a share as the men.

THE “ SA TCV GRA Hl”
nMKniaamnnii*

| f fa  reregistered newspaper, the '' Scripagrahi’’ which Mr. 
Gandhi as Editor brought out in Bombay on the 7th Aprjl m  
defiance of the Eress Act was only a m a tt sheet o f paper sold 
for one pice. I t stated among other things : “ The editor is 
liable at any moment to be wrested, and it is impossible to 
ensure the continuity of publication until India is in a happy 
position of supplying editors enough to take the place of those 
who are arrested. I t  is not our intention to break fo r  all 
time the laws governing the publication of newspapers, This 
pap# v>Ul, therefore, exist so long only as the Rowlatf Legis­
lation is not toUhilpawn, ” It- also contained the following
instructions to Satyagruhis :—]

W e are now in a position to expect to be arrested at 
any moment. I t  is, therefore, necessary to  bear in mind 
that if any one is arrested, he should, without causing any 
■difficulty, allow himself to he arrested, and, if summoned 
to appear before a Court, he should do so. No defence 
should be offered and no pleaders engaged in the matter.
If  a fine is imposed with the alternative of imprisonment, 
the imprisonment should be accepted. If  only fine is 
Imposed, it ought not to be paid ; but his property, if he
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has any, should bo allowed to be sold. There should bo no 
demonstration of grief or other wise made by the remaining 
Satyagrahis by reason of the arrest and imprisonmant of 
their comrade. I t  carmat be too often repeated that wo 
court imprisonment, and we may not complain of it when, 
we actually receive it. When once imprisoned, it is our 
duty to conform to all prison regulations, as prison reform 
is no part of our campaign at the present moment. A 
Saty&grahi may not resort to surreptitious practices. All 
that the S&tyagrabis do can only and must be don© 
openly,

SATrAG.RA.HA AND DtJRAGEABA.

Mr. Gandhi arrived in Bombay, on the afternoon o f the 11th 
April having been prevented from entering the Provinces of 
Punjab and Delhi. An order was soon after served on him 
requiring him to confine his aetwities within the limits of the 
Bombay Presidency. Waring heard- of the note mid the 
consequent bloodshed, in different places he caused the follow­
ing message to be read at all the meetings that evening :—

I have not been able to understand the cause of.so much 
excitement and disturbance that followed my detention.
I t  is not Satyagr <ha. I t  is worse than Duragraha. Those 
who join Satyagraha demonstrations were bound one and 
all to refrain at all hazard from violence, not to throw 
stones or in any way whatever to injure anybody.

But in Bombay we have been throwing atones. We 
have obstructed tramcars by putting obstacles in the way.
This is not Satyagraha, We have demanded the release of 
about, 50 men who had been arrested for deeds of violence,
Our duty is chiefly to get ourselves arrested. I t  is breach of 
religious duty to endeavour to secure the release of those 

30
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who have committed deeds of vidonco. We are not there­
fore justified on any grounds whatever in demanding the 
release of those who have been arrested. I have been asked 
whether a Satyagrahi is responsible for the results that 
follow from that movement, I  have replied that they are.
I  therefore suggest tha t if we cannot conduct this move- 
moot without the slightest violence from our side the move­
ment might have to be abandoned or it may be necessary 
to give it; a different and still more restricted shape. I t  
may be necessary to go even further. The time may come 
for me to offer Satyagraha against ourselves. I  would not 
deem it a disgrace that we die, I  shall be pained to hear 
of the death of a Satyagrahi, but I  shall consider it to be

 ̂ - ' xK''-* a yijjln1!Ij* | , i -i 1 faoMii'Aw 4 ir^  'wlfc ‘I ''iffA ' hi' i K’ V ' f '  - ‘ 'the proper sacrifice given for the sake of struggle, But it 
those who are not Satyagrahis who shall not have joined 
the movement, who are even against the movement,, receiv­
ed any injury at all, every Satyagrahi will he responsible 
for that sinful injury. My responsibility will be a million 
times heavier, 1 have embarked upon the struggle with a 
due sense of responsibility.

I have just heard that some English gentlemen have been 
injured, Borne may even have died from such injuries, if  
so, it  would be a great blot on Satyagraha. For me, En­
glishmen too are our brethren. We can have nothing 
against them and for me since such a,s I  ha ve described are 
simply unbearable, but 1 know how to offer Satyagraha 
against ourselves. As against ourselves what kind of 
Satyagraha can I  offer ? I do not see what penance I  can 
offer excepting that i t  is for me to fast and if need be by 
so doing to give up this body and thus prove the tru th  of 
Satyagraha, I  appeal to you to peacefully disperse and to 
refrain from acts that may in any way bring disgrace upon 
the people of Bombay,
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SPEECH AX AHMEDABAD.

The following is the fvM text of the speech of Mr, Gandhi 
delivered at a meeting o f the citizens of Ahmedabad held at 
his Ashram, Stibarinati, on Monday the i &th April 1919 

'Bbothbbs,—I' moan to address myself, mainly to you. 
Brothers, the events that have happened in coarse of the 
last few days have been most disgraceful to Ahmedabad, 
and as all these things have happened in my name, 3 am 
ashamed of them, and those who have been responsible for 
them have thereby not honoured me but disgraced me,
A  rapier run through my body could hardly have pained 
me more. I have said times without number that Satya- 
graha admits of no violence, no pillage, no incendiarism ; 
and still in the name of Satyagraha we burnt down build­
ings, forcibly captured weapons, extorted money, stopped 
trains, cut off telegraph wires, killed innocent people and 
plundered shops and private houses. I f  deeds such as 
these could save me from the prison house or the scaffold i  
should not like to be so saved. I  do wish to say in all 
•earnestness that violence has not secured my discharge. A 
most brutal rumour was set afloat that Anasuya Bat was 
arrested. The crowds were infuriated all the more, and 
disturbance increased. You have thereby disgraced Ana­
suya Bai and under the cloak of her arrest heinous deeds 
have been done.

These deeds have not benefited the people in any way.
They have done nothing but harm. Xhe buildings burnt 
down were public property and they will naturally be re- 
built at. our expense. The loss due to the shops remaining 
closed is also our loss, The terrorism prevailing in the city
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due to Martial Law is also the result of this violence. I t  
has been said tha t many innocent lives have been lost as a 
result of the operation of Martial Law. If  this is a fact 

*• then for that too the deeds described above are responsible.
I t  will thus be seen that the events that have happened 
have done nothing but harm to us. Moreover they have- 
most seriously damaged the Sajbyagraha movement, Had 
an entirely peaceful agitation followed my arrest, the Row- 
iafct Act would have been out or on the point of being out 
of the Statute Book today. I t  should not be a matter for 
surprise if the withdrawal of the Act is now delayed. When 
I  was released on Friday my plan was to s ta rt for Delhi 
again on' Saturday to seek re-arrest, and that would hake- 
been an accession of strength to the movement. Now, in ­
stead of going to Delhi, it remains to me to offer Safcya- 
graha against our own people, and as it is my determina­
tion to offer Satyagraha even unto death for securing the 
withdrawal of the llow ktt legislation, I think the occasion 
has arrived when I  should offer Satyagraha, against our­
selves for the violence that has occurred. And I shall do 
so at the sacrifice of my body, so long as wo do not keep 
perfect peace and cease from violence to person and pro­
perty. How can I  seek imprisonment unless I  have abso­
lute confidence that we shall no longer be guilty of such 
errors ? Those desirous of joining the Satyagraha move­
ment or of helping it must entirely abstain from violence.
They may not resort to violence even on my being rearrest- 
ed o< on some such events happening, Englishmen and 
women have been compelled to leave their homes and con­
fine themselves to places of protection in Shahi Bag, be­
cause their trust in our hamlessness has received a rude 
shock. A little thinking should convince us that this m a 
m atter of humiliation for us all, The sooner this state of

i  ' '  ^
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things stops the better for us, They are our brethren and 
It is our duty to inspire them with the belief that their 
persons are as sacred to us as our own and this is what we 
call Abhaydfm, the first requisite of true religion. Batya- 
graha without this is Dwmgraha,

TWO DUTIES? BEFORE US,
There are two distinct duties now before us. One is 

th a t1 we should firmly resolve upon refraining from all vio­
lence, and the other is that we should repent and do 
penance for our sins. So long as we don't repent and do 
not realise our errors and make an open confession of 
them, we shall not truly change our course. The first 
step is that those of ms who have captured weapons should 
surrender them. To show what we are , realty penitent we 
will contribute each of us not less than eight annas to­
wards helping the families of those who have been killed 
by our acts. Though no amount of money contribution 
can altogether undo the results of the furious deeds of the 
past few days, our contribution will be a slight token of 
our repentance. I  hope and prav that no one will evade 
th is contribution on the plea that he has had no part in 
those wicket! acts, For if such as those who were no 
party to these deeds had all courageously and bravely gone 
forward to put down the lawlessness, the mob would have 
been checked in their career and would have immediately 
realised the wickedness of their doings. I venture to say 
that if instead of giving money to the mob out of fear we 
had rushed out to protect buildings and to save the inno­
cent without fear of death we could have succeeded in so 
doing. Unless we have this sort of courage, mischief- 
makers will always try to intimidate us into participating 
in their misdeeds. Fear of death makes us devoid both ol 
■valour and religion. For want of valour is want of religi-
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oua faith. And having done little to atop the violence we- 
have been all participators in the sins that have been com­
mitted. And we ought, therefore, to contribute our mite 
as a mark of pur repentteuce. ‘Each group can collect its 
own contributions and send them on to me through its 
collectors- X would also advise, if it Is possible for you, 
to observe a twenty-four hours fast in slight expiation of 
those sins. This fast should be observed in private and 
there is no need for crowds to go bo She bathing ghats.

.1 have thus far drawn attention to what appears to be 
your duty, t must now consider my own. My responsi­
bility is a million times greater than yours. % have placed 
Satyagraha before people for their acceptance, and I have 
lived in your midst for four years. I  have also given 
some contribution to the special service of Ahmedabad.
Its citizens are nob quite unfamiliar with my views.

1 ' AN ALLEGATION
I t  is alleged tha t I  have without proper consideration 

persuaded thousands to join the movement. That, allega­
tion is, I  admit, true to a certain extent, but to a certain 
extent only. I t  is open to anybody to say that bub for 
the Satyagraha campaign there would not have been this 
violence. For this t have already done a penance, to my 
mind an unendurable one, namely, that I have had to post­
pone my visit to Delhi to seek rearrest and I  have also 
beeu obliged to suggest a temporary restriction of Saty- 
gruha to a limited field. This has been more painful to 
me than a wound but this penance is not enough, and I 
have therefore decided to fast for three days, ?>,, 72 hours.
I  hope my fast will pain no one, I believe a seventy two 
hours fast is easier for me than a twenty-four hours’ fast 
for you, And I have imposed on me a discipline which I  
can bear. If you really feei pity for the suffering that will
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bet caused to mo, I  request that that pity should always, 
restrain you from over again being party to the criminal 
acts of which I have complained. Take it from rue that 
we are not going to win Swarajya or benefi t our country 
• tv the least by violence and terrorism. I  am of opinion 
that if we have to wade through violence to obtain 
Swarajya and if a redress of grievances were to be only 
possible by means of ill will for and slaughter of English 
men I for one would do without that Swaraj ya and with­
out, a redress of those grievances. For me life would not 
bo worth living if Ahmedabad continues to countenance 
violence in the name ol truth, Tim poet has called Guja­
ra t the “ Garvi ” (Great and Glorious) Gujarat, The 
Ahmedabad its capital is t ie  residence of many religious 
Hindus and Muhammadans. Deeds of public violence in 
a city like this is like an ocean being on fire. Who can 
quench that fire ? .1 can only offer myself as a sacrifice to 
be burnt in that firs, and 1 therefore ask you all to help 
in the attainment of the result, that I desire out of my fast.
May the love that lured you into unworthy acts awaken 
you to a sense of the reality, and if that love does continue 
to animate you, beware that I may not have to fast myself 
to death.

ORGANISED DEEDS
I t  seems that the deeds l have complained of have 

been done in an organised manner. There seems to be a 
definite design about them, and ! am sure that there must 
be some educated and clever man or men behind them.
They may be educated, but their education has not en­
lightened them. You have been misled into doing these 
deeds by such people. I advise you never to be so mis­
guided, and I  would ask them seriously to reconsider their 
views. To them and you I  commend my book “ Hind

■' i’ .■ V. J ' ' , < ' f" ’ ■' ’
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Swarajya ” which m  I understand may be printed and, 
published without infringing the law thereby.

Among the m i’lhands the spinners have been on strike 
for some days, I advise them to resume work immedi­
ately apd to ask for increase if they want any only after 
resuming work, and in a lea^pnable manner. To resort to 
the use of force to get any increase is suicidal. X would 
•specially advise all millhands to'altogether eschew violence.
I t  is their interest to do so and I  remind them of the pro­
mises made to Anasuya, Bai and me that they would ever 
refrain from violence. I hope that all will now resume, 
work,<fl> . *’ •’ *‘V [t '{ ' ,f! 1 " < '

TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE MOVEMENT

The following speech advising temporary suspension o f the 
Satyagrah 'i movement wets made ly  Mr, Gandhi at Bombay 

, on the 18th April.
I t  is not without sorrow I feel compelled to advise the 

temporary suspension of civil disobedience, 1 give this 
advice not because I  have less faith now in its efficacy but 
because I  have, if possible, greater faith than before. I t  
is my perception of the law of Satyagruka which impels me 
to suggest the suspension, I  am sorry when I,embarked 
upon a mass movement, 1 underrated the forces of evil and 
I  must now pause and consider how best to meet the situ­
ation. But whilst doing so I wish to say that from a care­
ful examination of the tragedy at Ahmedabad and Virara- 
gaum I  am convinced that Satyagraha had nothing to do 
with the violence of the mob and that many swarmed round 
the banner of mischief raised by the mob largely because of 
their affection for Anasuya Bai and myself. Had the Gov­
ernment in an unwise manner not prevented me from en~
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tering Delhi and so composed me to disobey their orders 
I  feel certain that Abmedab&d arid V'irsmgaum would 
have remained free from the horrors of the last week. In  
other words Satyagraha has neither been the cause nor the 
occasion of the upheaval. If anything, the presence of 
Satyagraha has acted as a check over so slight upon the 
.previously existing lawless elements.

As regards events in the Punjab, it is admitted that 
they are unconnected with the Satyagraha movement. In 
the course of the Satyagraha struggle in South Africa 
several thousands of Indentured Indians had struck work.
This was Satyagraha, strike and, therefore, entirely peaceful 
and voluntary. Whilst the strike was 'going on, a strike 
of European miners, railway employees, etc., was declared. 
Overtures were made to me to make common cause with 
the European strikers. As a SatyagraM X did not require 
a. moment'? consideration to decline to do so. I  went fur­
ther, and for fear of our strike being classed with the 
strike of European in which methods Of violence and use 
of arms found a prominent place ours was suspended and 
Satyagraha from that moment came to be recognised by the 
Europeans of South Africa as an honourable and honest 
movement; in the words of General Smutts, a constitu­
tional movement. I  can do no less at the present critical 
moment. I  would be untrue to Satyagraha if I  allowed it 
by any action of mine to be used as an occasion for feeding 
violence, for embittering relations between the English and 
the Indians. Our Satyagraha must, therefore, now con­
sist in ceaselessly helping the authorities in all the ways 
available to us as Satyagrahis to restore order and to curb 
lawlessness, We can turn the tragedies going on before 
us to good account if we could but succeed in gaining the 
adherence of the masses to the fundamental principles of


