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“chievous enough to ' demand opposition. The Second Bild
‘has probebly at this very moment been finally passed by
‘that  Couneil, for in reality you can hardly call the Bill
s having  been passed by that august body when all its
Non-Official members unanimously and in strong language
opposed it, The RBills require to bs resisted not only
because they are in themselves bad, but also becnuse
Governwent who are responsible for their introduction have
seon fit  practically to ignore public = opinion and some
of its members bive madeit a boast that they can 'so

ignore that opinion. So far it is common cause between

‘the different schools  of thought in the country. I have,
however, after much prayerful consideration, and after
very coreful examination of the Government's standpoint,

. plodged myself to offer Satyagraha against the Bills, and

invited all men and women who think and feel with me
to do likewise, Bomwe of our countrymen, including  those
who are among  the best of the leaders, have uttered a
note of warning, and even gone so far as to say that this
Batyagraha movement is ageinst the best interests of
the country, I bave naturally the highess regard for them
and their opinion, 1 bave worked under some of them.
I was a babe when Sir Dinshaw Wacha and Babu Surendra-
nath Bannerji were among the accepted leaders of public.
opinion in India, Mr. Sastriar is a politician who has
dedicated his all to the country’s cause, His sincority, his

probity are all his own, He will yield to no one in the - °

love of the country, There is a sacred and indiseolublo tie
binding me to him. My upbringing draws me to the
signatories of the two Manifestoes, 1t is not, therefore,
without the greatest grief and much searching of heart that
T have to place myself in opposition to their wishes. Bug
there are times when you have to obey a call whichis the
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highest of all; i, the voice of conscience even though
guch obedience may cost many a bitter tear, nay even more,
separation from friends, from fawmily, from the state to
which you may belong, from all that you have held as dear
a8 life itself, For this obedience is the law of our
being. 1 have no further and other defence to offer for my
conduct, My regard for the signatories to the Manifesto
remaing undiminished, and my faith in  the efficiency’ of
Satyagraha is g0 great that 1 feel that if those who have
taken the Pledge will be true to it we shall be able to
show to them that they will ind when we have come to:
the ond of this struggle that there wag no cause for alarm
or misgivings, There is, I know, resentment felt even
by some Satyagrahis over the Manifestoes, [ would warn
Satyagrahie that such resentment is against the spirit of
Batyagraba. I would personally welcome an honest expres-
gion of difference of opinion from any quarter and more 80
from friends beeause it puts us on our guard, « There is
o0 much recrimination, inuendo and insinuation in our
public life, and if the Satyagraha movement purges (it of
this grave defect, as it onght to, it will be a very desirable
by-product. I wish further to suggest o Batyagrahis that
any resentment of the two Manifestoes would be but a
sign of weakness on our part, Every movement, and
Satyagraha most of all, uust depend upon its own inherent.
strang‘b}i, but not upon the weakness or silence of its
-crities. ; 1 _
Let ns, therefore, see wheorein lies the strength of
Satyagraha, As the name implies it is in an insistence on
grath which dynamically expressed means love ; and by the
law of love we are required mot to retarn hatred for
hatred, violence for violonce but to raturn good for evil,
As Shrimati Sarojini Devi told you yesterday the strength
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lies in a definite recognition of the true veligious epirit and
action correspouding to it, and when once you introduce
the religious element in politics, you revolutionise the
whole of your political outlook, You achieve reform
then not by imposing suffering on those who resist it, bub
by teking the suffering upon yourselves and #o in this
movement we hope by the intensity of our sufferings to
affect and alter the Clovernment’s resolutfin not to with-
 draw those objestionable Bills, It has, however, been
guggested that the Government will feave the handful of
- Batyagrahis severely alone and not make martyrs of them.
But theve is here, in my humble opinion, bad logic and an
unwarranted esssumption of fact, If Satyagrahis are left
alone, they have won a complete victory, beeause they
will have succeeded in ' disvegarding the Rowlatt Bills and
even other laws of the country, and in having thus shown
that a civil disobedience of a Glovernment is held perfecily
harmless, I regard the stateraent as an unwarranted
assumption of fact, bacause it contemplates the restriction
of the movement only to a handful of men and women.
My experience of Satyagrahs leads me to believe that it
is such a potent force that once set ‘in motion it ever
spreads till at last it becomes a domipant factor in the
community in which itis brought into play, and if it
0 spreads, no Government can neglect it, Hither it must
yield to it or imprison the workers in the movement.
But I have no desire to argue. As the English proverb
says, the proof of the pudding lies in the eating. The
movement for better or for worse has been launched,
Weo shall be judged not by our words, but solely by ' our
deeds. It is,  thevefore, not enough that we sign  the
pledge, Our signing it is but an earnest of our determina-
tion to act up to it, ‘and if all who sign the Pledge act

“.



according to it, 1 make bold to prorvise that we ghall bring
about the withdrawal of the two Bills and neither the Gov~
ernmen6 nor our eritics will have a word to say against us-
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"The cauge i grest, the vemedy is equally great ; leb us prove

worthy of them both,

AR AL e

APPRAL T0 THE VICEROY

{4 public mesting of the citizens of Medras was held on
March 20, 1919, a¢ the Beach. opposite the ' Presidency
Oollege, Madras, to appeal to the Vieeroy to withhold his
assent to the Rowlatt Act amd to convey to Mr. M. K, Gandhi
their profound and respectful thanks for the trouble he had
taken to visit Madras in order to strenghien the Satyagrahae
movement. My, M. K, Gondhi did not attend owing 0 wl-
Hoalth., M. Desei read the following messags from Mr. M.

K, Gandhi.}

Priznps,~—This afternoon I propose to deal with some, -

.of the objections that have been raited agninst Satyagraba.
After saying that it was matter of regret that men like
myself * should have embarked on this movement,” Sir
Wi, Vineent in winding up the debate on Bill No. 2
gaid, ¢ they eould only hope that (the Satyagraha), would
not materialise, Mr. Gandbi might exercise great self-
yestraint in sction, but there would be other young
hot-headod men who'might be led into violence which con'd
not but end in disaster, Yielding to bhis threat, however,
* would be tantamount to complete abolition of the autho-
rity of the Governor-General-in-Couneil,”  1f Bir William’s
fear #a to violence is realised, it would undoubtedly be a
disaster, It is for every Satyagrabi to guard against that
-danger. 1 entertain no such fear becanse our ereed
requires us to eschew all violence and to resort to truth

%
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And . self-snffering as the only weapons in our armoury.

/ Indeec_l- the Batyagraha movement is, among other things,

an invitation to  those who believe in the efficiency of

violence for redress of grievances to join our ranks and

honestly to follow our methods. 1 have suggested olse-

. Whero that what the Rowlatt Bills are intended to do and.
what T verily believe they are bound to fail in achieving is
exactly what the Satyagraha movement is pre-eminently
_oapable of achieving, By demonstrating to the party of

violence the infallible power of Satyagraha and, by giving
 them ample scope for their inexhaustible energy we hope

to wean that party from the suicidal method of wviolence.

 What can be more potent than an absolute statement,

accompanied by ecorresponding action, presented in the

clearest terms possible that violence is never necessary for

the purpose of securing reforms 2 Sir William gays that

the movement has great potentialities of evil, The Hon.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya is said to have retorted,

“and also of good.” I would venture to improve upon

the retort by saying, * only of good.” It constitutes an

abtempt to revolutionize politics and to restore moral foree

to its original station.  After all, the Government do not

; believe in an entire avoidance of violence.is, physical

« . force. The message of the West which, the Government
of India, I presume, represent, is succinctly put by JPresi-

dent "Wilson in his speech delivered to the Peace

Conference at the time of introducing the, League of
Nations Covenant, * Armed force is in the background
in this programme, but it is in the background, and if the-
moral force of the world will rot suffice, physical force of -

- the world shall.” 'We hope to reverse the process, andtby

our action show that physical forde is nothing compared to
the moral forece, and that moval force never fails, It is.

THE ROWLATT BILLS AND BATYAGRANA



my firm belief that this e the fundamental difference
between modern civilisation and the ancient of ‘which
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India, fallen though it is, T venture to claim, is a living
reprosentative, 'We, her educated children, geem to have

logt faith in this-—tho grandest doctrive of life. Tf we
could but restore that faith in the supremacy of Moral
Fonge, wo shall have made a pricsless contribution to the
British Empire, and we shall, withont fail, obtain the
reforms we desire and to which we may be entitled, En-
tertaining such views it is not difficult for me to answer
Sir William’s second fear as to the complete abolition of
the authority of the Glovernor-General in Counecil, This

movement is undoubtedly designed, effectively to prove to ..

the Government that its authority is finally dependant
upon the will of the people and not upon force of arms,
especially when that will is expressed in terms of Satya-
graha. To yield to a clear moral force cannot but
entrance the prestige and the dignity of the yislder,

It is to such & movement that every man and woman

in thig great country is invited, but a movement that is
intended to produce far reaching results, and which
depends, for success, on the purity and the capacity for
self-suffering of those who are eugaged in it, can only be
joined after a searching and prayerful self-examination,
I may not too often give the warning, I have given ab
Satyagraha meetings that everyone should think a thous-
and fimes before coming to it, but having come to it he
must remain in it, cost what it may., A friend came to
me yesterday, and told me that he did not know that it
meant all that was explained at a gathering of a few
Satyagrahi friends and wanted to withdraw, I told him
that he could certainly do so if he had ' signed without
understanding the full consequences of the pledge, And
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1 would ask everyone who did not understand the pledge

' ' 4s it has been explained at various meetings to copy this

example, It is not numbers so much as quality that we

want., et me therefore uote down the qualities required

of & Satyagrahi, He must follow truth at any cost and in

all circumestances, Ho must make a continuous effort to

love his opponents. He most be prepared to go thraugh

. every form of suffering, whether imposed upon him by the

. Government which ho is civilly resisting for the time

heing, or only those who may differ from him. This move-

“ment is thus a process of purification and penance. Believe

me that if we go through it in the right spirit all the fears

exprossed by the Governwent and some of our friends will

be proved to be groundless and we will not only see the

Rowlatt Bills withdrawn, but the country will recognise

in Satyagraha a powerful and religions weapon for securing
reforms and redress of legitimate grievances,

THE ROWLATE BILLS AND SATYAGHA 0HA

THE SATYAGRAHA DAY,

s e

(dfr. M. K, Gandhi published the following under date 23rd
March during his slay in Mudras :—]

Satyagraha, as I have endeavoured to explain at
soveral meetings, is essentially a religious movemsent. Itis
a process of purificotion and penance. It seeks to secure
veforms or redress of grievances by self-suffering. I there-
fore venture to suggest that the second Sunday after the
publication of the Viceregal Asgent to Bill No, % of 1919
(4. ¢., 6th April) may be observed as a day of humilintion
and Prayer. As there must be an effective publie demon-
gtration in keeping with the character of the observance L
beg to advise as follows: : .



THYE SATYAGRAHA DAY

(i) A twenty-four hours’ fast counting from the lagt
mea) on the preceding night, should be observed
by all adults, unless prevented from go doing by
consideration of religion or health, The fast is not
t0 be regarded, in any shape or form, in the nature
of a hunger-strike, or as designed to put auy pr'e?s- ‘
sure upon the Clovernment, It is to be regarded,,

- for all Satyagrahis, as the necessary disciplioe to fit
them for civil disobedience, contemplated in their
Pledge, and for all others, as some slight token of
the intensity of their wounded feelings.

(ii) All work, except such as may be necesgary in the
public interest, should be suspended for the day.
Markets and other business places should be closed.
Employees who ‘are required to work even on
Sundays may only suspend work after obtaining
previous leave, :

I do not hesitate to recommend these two suggestions
for adoption by public servants. For though it is un-
questionably the right thing for them not to take part in
political discussion and gatherings, in my opinion they
have an undoubted right, to express upon vital mabters,
their feclings in the very limited mander herein sug-,
gested. -
(iii) Public meetings should be held on that day in all

parts of India, not excluding villages, , at which
Resolutions praying for the withdrawal of the two
measures should be passed. :

If my advice is deemed worthy of acceptance, the
responsibiity will lie in the first instance, on the various.
Satyagraba Associations, for undertaking the necessary
work of organisation, but all other associations will; 1
hope, join hands in making bhis demonsiration a succsss,



SP.EE_UH AT TANJORE

[Mr, M, K. Gandhi arrived at Tanjore on the morning of the
9 jth March, In the afternoon, an apen wir mosting wes held as
the Besamt Lodge at which Dewan Bahadur V., P. Madkove
kao,C. 1. K., prosided. The following is an abstract of
My, Gandhi's speech :— | |
The acceptance, by the conutry; of the new criminal
Jawe was & degradation, a humiliation, When a nation felt
that any particular legislation was a national degradation
they had & clear duty to discharge, In the countries of
the West, when the governors did a wrong, there ensued
bloodshed, In India, on the other hand, the people instince
tively abhorred the doctrine of violence, Therefore, they
had to find out by what other means they could enforee
their will upon Government, They had found that speeches
at public meebings and the resolutions of the Legislative
Councils had been of no avail, The official majority have
rejocted the national will expressed through the elected
members, In such circumstances, by what other means
could they impose their will on Government ¢ He suggest-
.ed that what Prohlada did towards bis father Hiranya-
kasapu should be done by them. towards Government,
Hiranyakasupu issued a command to his son which conflict-
ed with his conscience. The voice of disciplined conscience
was the voice of the Divine ; and any man who refused to
Jigten to that voice degraded human dignity, The con-
science of the speaker'told him that they should act even as
Prahlada acted against his father’s order : and if fheir con-
science also told the same thing, they should do the same.
Prahlada disobeyed his father’s command without any
irreverence or will or disaffection for him, He continued to
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love his father as he was still disobeying his order, and the
very love he bore for his father made him point out to him
his wrong which he dutifully resisted under the dictates of
 his conscience.  This was what was called civil disobedience,
or Satyagraha which meant the force of truth by the force
of soul, If they accé'pt:ed Satyagraha, they rejected the doc-
trine of physical violence, He hoped that they who were the
descendants of Prahlada wou_ld_n'nt send' hirm away empty-
handed, e had just then received a telegram that the
Viceroy had given his consent to Bill No. 2/ They conld
not better begin the use of soul-force than by adopting
gome rigorous measures of discipline, Ife hag Suggested
in a letter tosthe Pross that the second Sunday after the
Viceroy had given his consent te the 'Bills which would be
the 6th  April, should be obsevered as a day of fust by alk
adults, men and women, who could fast,  That was not to
be mixed up with the hunger-strikes in HEogland known in
eonnection with the movement for suffrages for women, It
was merely an expression of grief,’an’ act of solf-denial, a
process of purification, It trained the Satyagrahi to begin
and carry on his ecivil disobedience. On that day, they
should suspend all transaction  of business, He had even
ventured to suggest that public servants also could partiei-
pate in the general fast, Mo entirely conceded the doctrine
that Government servauts should ‘not take payt in
politics, but, it did not mear the suppression of their con-
science, and their freedom to sharein national grisf or
national joy. In organising public meetings or in waking
speeches thervat, they should employ the most respectful
and dignified Ianguaga in speaking of Government and of
their laws. 1n becoming language they should appeal to the
Viceroy and to the Secrotary of State to withdraw the new
laws in question. In taking the pledge they should undog.-
28 :
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stand that ﬁhey wat'a to do no harm to lifs or to property,
but work in peace and good will to all, Satyagraha would
do what this laglslatton eould not do, nawely rid tha country
- of violence, He hoped they would decide to accept it :
1 and accepting it never to retrace their steps from the vow
after it had once been taken. They neod not sign the
pledge at the meating but might take time to consider the
ma’atar onlmly, notionce or twice but hfby times, whether,
in view to what was expoeoted of them, they possessed the
| anpacity for it for the discipline and t.he sacrifice that it ve-
quired of them, They should remember that it was a
. sacred vow and that no. Indian could break it with impunity,
Jf they disapproved of it now, thoy would ere long find
cnuse to regret that they did nut join the movement. If, from
wealkness or from any other canta they tould dot advance
to the contre of the fight they might, at least, remsin at

. 'the cireumference and along many of ite lines help it in

‘various ways,  He hoped that God had given them suffi-
‘eient strength and wisdom $o take the vow and  concien-
tiously discharge their duties at this eritical moment in the
fortunes of their country,

SPEHECH AT TRIGHINOPO’I;Y :
[ 42 the meating held at the Toum Hall Square, Tmckzmpaiy
on 26th March, Mr. M, K. Gandhi who 1was received with
greut ovation made the following speech, Dr. Rajam mdgr-
ing it in L'amil, sentence by sentence : —
mes—-—You will forgive me for not standmg to
spoak to you, 1 am physically too wenk to do 80, You
will also forgive me for speaking 6o you not in Tamil, but
in Baglish, It will give mo some pleasure if 1 were to
talk fo you in Hindi, but it is » misfortune that you have
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not yet taken to the study of the national langﬁage.‘ As
you are aware, the opportunity is now offered to you of
studying that language free of charge, and 1 hope that as

1,

many of you as you can will take advantage of the oppor-

tunity thus offered, However, T am on a different mission
to-day, ' !

I was yesterday in Tanjore, I ventured to extend to
the community of Tanjore an invitation which [ wish to
extend to you also; but before 1 do so, T wish to thank

you from the bottom of my heart for the beautiful address, -

the beautiful casket and the Tamil address that have been

presented to me. As [ do not accept any costly presents,
the beautiful cagket will go to the trust that has been

formed which contfains all the codbly presents that I have
‘ever received in my life, and there, converted in money, it
will be uged for some other national purpose.

You say in the Huglish address that there was a

demonstration in the Transvaal or South Africa of the

trinmph of the spirit over matter, Your own belief in the
trinmph of the spirit over matter will be shortly put to the
test, My invitation to you will ensure that test, Yonu
know the Rowlatt Bills perhaps so much as I do. T need
not explain them. You all want them to be withd:;-nwn.
The Indian councillors in the Imperial Council tried their
‘best to have thig legislation withdrawn, They failed. The
Bills are bad, but this flouting of the unanimous voice of

the Indian members is worse and it is for you and for me, .

whose representatives thess councillors are, to right this
double wrong. Xiow can it be righted? When the
governors of a country do a great wrong to the people

whom they govern, history teaches us that they have

resorted to violence, sometimes with apparent success,
often they have been defeated ; but wviolence can only
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- yesult in violence as darkhess added to darkness really
* deepons it, The doctrine of violence is of the earth,
earthy, merely material, and can be no guide for a human
- being who at all believes in the existence of the soul, If,
~ ag I am sure you will reject the doctrine of violence, you

have to consider other means for seeking redress, and that,
as T would translate, would mean ¢ Sathiam Prathi
' Sathiam.” You have an instance given of it in the name
yentioned this evening, i.e, of Prahlad., But some of

- you may be inclined to think that after all Prahlad is nob

 a historical personage, That story may be a mere fable.
I therefore propose to give you this evening a living in- =
stance, living in the sense that it bas happened within
recent memory. The authoross is dead. The name of the
heroine is Valliamma, She was born ins South Africa of
Indian parents. 8he in common with many of our coun-
try-women in South - Africa, joined the Satyagrahs
struggle that was raging there and that raged there
for over 8 years, She had a faith so absolute in the
triumph of the spirit over matter that you and I are mnot
privileged to possess, She knew nothing of the intricacies
of the laws that we resisted in that country. It was
emough for her that thousands of her tmuntryman and
country-women were suffering for some thing she did nos
know, but she knew, she realised instinctively that out of
the travail of the soul is a nation born and so she volun- °
tarily suffered the hardships of a South African prisoner.
‘She was 18 years old, . In a weakly body she held a spiﬁt
ght was indomitable. - She got daily typhoid fever, whilst
ghe was in jail, Her friends in the prison suggested that
ghe should pay the fine to pay which she had the option,
~put she resolutely declined to pay the fine. She preferred
40 die in the prison, but she did not die. She was «dis-

I
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charged in an ailing 'condit.io.ﬁ, she was .tiischargeﬂ_"n;fﬁar-

bl @L:

she had completed the full term of her imprisonment.
“Then n few days after her discharge she died, mouryed by
the whole of the Indian community of South Africa asa

heroine and martyr, Before she entered the prison gates
she was a poor girl unknown to fame, To-day she has
risen to one of the very best of her nation, 1 have come
here to invite you to follow the expmple of that beautiful
girl, Valliamma, in order that you may successfully resist
this Bowlatt Legislation, and I promise that if you will
approach the question with even«a little of the faith of

Vallinmma, you will see that in a very short time hhéga .

Bills are destroyed, | DAL |

The Bills have violated the national conscience, and the
resistance to those commands which are in violation of
one’s conscience is a sacred priviloge and a beauty, and it
is not thig law or this command of the governor that we
resist, but it is our duty, it is open to us to resist all his
commands which are not moral commands, and when we
respectfully digobey wrongful things of these Governors,
we serve not only them but the whole nation, I have
been nsked wherever I have gone what law, what other

Jaws shall we disobey. The only answer I am able to give
you to-day i that it is open to ug to disobey all the laws

which do not involve any moral sanction; That being
g0, it is totally unnecessary for you to know what laws wa

dhall disobey, The aim of a Satyagrahi is to invite apon

his own devoted head all the sufferiog that he is capabla of
undertaking, Those of you, therefore, who disapprove of

the Rowlatt Legislation and who have faith in the efficacy -

of Satyagraha, I have come to invite' in order that you
might sign this Pledge, but I will ask you to congidor a
~4housand times before signing the Pledge, It is no dis-



Q.

i

488 THE ROWLATT BILLS AND SATYAGRAHA

' oredib to you that you do not sign the Pledge, either
. because you do not disapprove of the legislation or you
hate not got the strength and the will, and it is not open
to any Satyagrahi to resent your refraining from signing
the Pledge. PBut if you once sign the Pledge, remember
that oven ag that poor girl Valliawama in spite of her
illness underwent the full term of her imprisonment, even
80 sball you never detract from the Pledge.
' You might have seen from to-day’s papers recewed
here that I have addressed to the Press a letter embodying
some suggestions, I will, however, repeat them this evening,
My first suggestion is, that on Sunday week, i.6., (ﬁth day
of April) we shall all ohserve a 24 hours’ fast, It is a fitting
preliminary for Satyagrahis before they commence eivil
disobadience of the laws, For all others it will be an
expression of their deep griof over the wrong committed
by the Government., I bave regarded this movement as a
purely religious movement and fast is an ancient institu-
tion amongst us, You will not mistake it for a bunger-
strike (Loughter) nor will you consider it as designed for
exorting any pressure upon the Government. It is a
measure of solf-discipline, it will be an expression of the
anguish of ‘the soul, and when the soul is anguished,
e nobody could resist, T hope that all adults will take up the
 task unless tey are prevented from doing so by ill-health
. or religions conviction, 1 bave also suggested that on
that Sunday all work should be suspended, all markets and
all business places shéuld be oclosed. Apart from ‘' the
spiritual value of these two acts, they will form an educa-
i tion of first-class value for the masses, I have ventured
' to include in my suggestion even public servants, because
I think that we have to credit them with conscience as
also their independence and ability and privilege %0 -

L 4
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asdociate themselves with wrongs which the nation may
want to resent, It is right that they should not take part
in politieal meetmgs and  political discussions, but their i
individual conscience must have full and free play. My
third suggestion in which public servants may not take -
part is that on that day, we should visit every hamlet, if
we can and hold meetings and pgss vesolations asking the
Secretary of State for India to veto this legislation. 1
would not agk you to resort to these public meetings and
resolutions, but for one veason, and the reason is that
behind these meetings and resolutions lies the farce of
Satyagraha to enforce the national will, In these three
suggestions, whether you are Batyagrahiﬂ or not, £0 ‘long_
~ aa you disapprove of the Rowlatt Legislation, all can join
and I hope that there will be such & response throughout-
the length and breadth of India as would convinee the
Government that we are alive to what is going on in our
midst, j
1 thank you for the very great patience with which
you have given me this heaving. A thousand thanks are
to you fur the various ways in which you are showering
your affection upon me, but I ask you with all the
emphasis at my command to translate thig personal affec-
tion into real action, and 1 venturs to promise to you that
all who join this movement I have not the slightest doubt
will come ou’ of it all the pure for it. Finally, please
remember that if those in this great audience who are
Satyagrahis wish to convert others to their creed, the best
‘way of doing 2o is not to bear the slightest ill-will against
/ them, but to conquer them by their swsetness, gentleness
and a spirit of love. I thank you once more,

-




SPEEGH AT rUérmo-Rm‘

[4 publis maetmg was fwtd at Tuffconn on the avening of the
984k March when a large gathering of citisens from all over
the District of Linnevelly assembled at the open place near the
Mmmpnl Hospital to welcome Mr. M. K. Gandhi and to listen
€0 his Address. Mr, Gandhi's spesch in reply to the People's
" Address was interpratad to the audience i Tamil by Mr. 5.8,
ma'ﬂh, M. 4., B, L. Mr. Gardhi spoke as fotlows gt
My, OmatRMAN and Frexs,~You will forgive me for
not spmkmg to vou gtanding as Tiam too weak to do so,
Forgive me also for not  being able to spoak to you in
Tamil, When you have learnt the L6 lingua fmnca, " the
national language of Indis, that is Hindi, 1 shall have
much pleasure in addressing you in Hindi. And it is open
to all of you to avail yourselyes of the opportunity now
cffered in Madras and other places of learning Hindi, -
Until you do so, you veslly shut yourself out from the rest
tof India, I thank] you very much for presenting this
Addvess to me, 1 have coma to you this evening to ex-
tend o you an invitation. This is almost the southern-
most part of Indin, And I have been forcibly struck
throughout my progress from Madras down herg by the
 raligious sentiment aad the religious element pr edominant
‘in these parts, This southern part of India is filled with
temples in & manner in which no other part of Tudia is.
Untold wealth has beev spent upon these marvels of archi-
tecture. And they demonstrate to me as nothing else does
‘that we are & people deeply religious and that the neople of
India will be best appealed to by religion. I have come %o
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say to you a yeligious sentiment, Many of us think  that
‘in the political life we need not bring the Jreligious elepnc}nt i
at all, * Some even go so far as to say that politics ghould -
have nothing to do with religion, Our past shows that
we have rejected that doctring, and we have always touchs
ed every form of actividy . with the religious spirit. You
all know or ought to know what the Rowlatt legislation
is, I therefore do not propose to occupy your time by
going into the history of that legiglation. It is common

" cause throughout the length and breadth of India that
that legislation, if it remains in the Statute-Book will dis-
grace the wholé nation, We have asked our rulers not to
continue that legislation. But they have absolutely dis-
regarded the petition. They have  therefore Jinflicted &
double wrong on the whole nation, We have seen thab all
our meetings, all our resolutions and all the speeches of
our Coupcillors in ihe Imperial Legislative Couneil have
proved to be of practically no avail, In these ecircum-
stonces what should we do? As I have already said, Wwe
must somehow or other get this legislation removed.
There ate two ways and only §wo ways open 6o us. One is
the modern or the western method of violence upon the
wrong-doers, T hold that India will reject that proposition,
The vast masses of [ndia have never been taught by our

_ religions preceptors to resort to violence, The other
method is the method known to us of old, And thab isof
not giving obadience to the wrongful things of the ralers
but to suffer the consequences. The way of so suffering is :
Satyagraha, 1tis the way of Prahlada. And it is, I
respectfully venture to suggest to you, the only way open
to us, In it there s no defeat ; for, we continue the battle
till we dio or till we obtain victory. ~But to-day we are
moved by the spirit of scepticism. And many of vs may
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veject the story fof Prahluda as a fable, | T taharefom pro-
pose to give you as briefly as T can the ator y of modern
_ historical Satyagrahis. I Lave only singled out the names
fif of those who have died. Thres of them were Tamilians and
one a Mahomadan from the Bombay Presidency, One of
the Tamilians was a beautiful girl called Valliammai,
elghtaen yoars old. She was born in South Africa as were
the other two lads whose names X shall preséntly mention
%o you, She went to jail, she canght typhmd fever and
 8ha declined t0 be released, It was through the typhoid
fover that she died while she was in jail,  The other two
were aged 18 and 17 and they died after their digchargy
from their prisons. They were all born of indentured
parents. They did not receive the liberal education that many
of us have, They had only a hazy notion of the story of
Bamayana and Mababaratha, There were in South Africa
no religious teachers to instil into their minds the in domi-
- table deeds of Prahlada, But to-day they find their names
'e_hgmved atong the heroes and heroines of  South Africa.
The nawme of the fourth was Abmed Mahomed Kantiar, He
was the bravest among the brave. He was one of the truest
men I have known.”He was a merchant of very substantial
means. When this Satyagraha battle was raging in South
Africa he was in the midst of the fight. He was the Presi-
dent of the British Indian Association in Transvael, He
uot ouly went to jail but he was reduced to the utmost
poverty, He gacrified every earthly possession for the
sake of his own hovour and thot of his Motherland, He
knew the force of Satyagraha. Hoe died only a few months
ago mourned by the whole of South Africa. He too, in
the commonly accepted sense of the word, was an illiterate
man but he had a fund of commonsense which you would: |
‘not seo in ordinary people. And he saw with an unerring
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inatinct that the way to liberty lay not through violence
but through self-suffering. I have no doubt that what
was possible for Valliammai, Nagappan, Nerayanaswawmiand
Ahped Mahomad is possible for every one of you to- -day.
I ask you in the name of these modern Satyagrahis to
follow in their footateps, sign the Satyagraba Pledge and
repeal the legislation. The taking of the Pledge is » sacred
act undertaken in the name of the Almighty, Whilst
therefore I invite every man and woman to sign the Pledge.
I beseech them also to econsider it deeply and a number
of times before signing it. But if you do decide to sign
the pledge you will sea ta it like Valliammai and Ahmed
Mahomad to observe it at the sacrifice of your lives, The
Satyagrahi when he signs the Pledge changes his very
nature, He relies solely upon the truth, which ig another
word for love. Before he signs the Pledge he might get
irritated against those who differ from him but: not so.
afterwards, After all we expect every one to come oyer
to us a3 the struggle progresses. We shall succeed in
doing so if we are not bitter against them but ave perfact-
ly loving and respectful, You will have seen in the papers
that I have made three definite suggestions in order to
start my eampaign, The adoption of my suggestions will
also mark the religious character of the movement, The
first suggestion is that on the 6th of April which is a Sunday,
we shonld observe a fast,  The second suggestion is that
we should all suspend our ordinary business for the day.
Those who ave employed if they are called upon even to
work on Sundays, should cease work after receiving due
permission, The two suggestions are of universal application
and take in also public servants. The third suggestion is to
hold in every hamlet of India pablic meeting protesting,
against the Rowlatt legislation, and asking the Secretary of
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State for Indin tobvepeal that legiclation, All the sugges-
tions are desigred by way of gelf-denial, self discipline and
,aducatzon. In the fast we expect our women, our servants
and every one to join us, < If you accept my humble sug-
gestions 1 hope you will carry them out in the spirit in
which I have snid them, You have kindly refraived from
applauding, whilat we are makinga woisy demonstratién
~ while I have been speaking, out'of regard for my heaven I
agk you to transfer that regard to all Batyagrahis. ' If you
.~ will not  divert your attention by applading or crying
4 shame, shame, ” or ** hear, hear ” you will coneentrate
better on the topie befom you. You will not also disturb
the thought of my person speaking. 1 would even go go
fast to suggest that in all our meetings whether of Satya-
- grahis or otherwige there should not be this new fangled
demonstration, But whether you acceptry advice as of
universal application or no, I hope that you will accept it
g0 far ag Satyagrahi moetings are concerned. The only
. weapon befors us is to rely upon truth and sel{-sacrifice, I
hope you will always rely upon that and that alone, I thank
you from the bottom of my heart for giving me sucha
_ patient hearing, And'I pray to God that He will give you
strength to carry on the mission that we have under-
“taken,
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[Mr. M. K. Gamdhi arvived at Negnputam on the morning of '

the 20th March. At 4-30 pan. ; there was ¢ monster magting in
the Nawir Qardens, The Strests were gay with festoons and

flowers jn homour of his visit' ond the gathering numbered

about ten. thousand  Mr. Gamdi addrossad the audience do
follows *—] ! Sy Ll Ao
- M, Chairman  and Friends,—I must once wmore ask

forgiveness that I cannot speak standing, being too wealk

to do so, I am gorry also that I cannot address you in

beautiful Tawmil. I am sorry that the majority of (;ydu_ do

: not know Hindi, to enable me to gpeak in the National
language. T thank you for the beautiful address presented

to me this  afterncon and my sense would have been still

more warm if your address had been written in Tamil.
You may have given me an English or EFindi translation or
T would certainly have the address translated for me. Ido

. hope that when the next occasion  arises, no matter who

the visitor may be, you will recognise the dignity of your
own mother-tongue. i
CAPITAL AND LABOUR
1 have come here principally on the invitation of the
% Labourers’ Union,” I understand, too, that the majority
of this meating are labourers, The others therefore will
forgive me whilst I say a few words specially = addressed to

the labourers. Practically the whole of my life has been .

passed among labourers, 1 know something shout Labour
problems, T hope, I fully realise, the dignity of labour. E
hope too, that those who are guiding the great lelame

;)7""-" Wag
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- movement in this important War, will enable the labourers
1o apprecinte the dignity of labour, Labourers are not the
» least important among the citizens of India, Indeed, if we
include the peasantry, they by far, form the vast majority,
It is bat a truism when I say that the future of India and
“for that matter of any cowtry depends more upon the
claas:as. 1t is therefore necessary that the lahourers' ghonld
recogmsaiilsheir owrn status in societ.y. And i is NECOSsAry
also that the classes who are instruetors of the, masces
should recognise their obligations towards the masses.

~ Also, in our own system we see many defects and it is my
firm conviction that our system will not allow of the Btrug-
gle of existence that is going on in the West between
labour and capital. In  the West practically, capital and
jabour are at opposite interest.. Bach distrusts the other.
It was not 80 in ancient India, and 'L am glad the leaders
of the Labour Movement here had not introduced the
Western form of agitation between capit] and labour, They
would teach the labourer they are inne way slaveof
Capital and they would hold themselves. Theve is orly one
oceasion to be givem in asking the labourers to understand
and recognise fhat they, after all, are the predominant
power and the predominant partners and they should
recogniso their strength, That they should know that
labour without capital is entirely useless. Thatis to say,
large organisations in India would he utterly impossible
without adequate capital, They should therefore recognise
their obligations to Capital, The labourers . are going to
play an importent part in the future, Taking India, it is
not enough that they regulate their own ia a satisfactory
manner, They must therefore look beyond the concerns of
their Unions. They should understand that they are after
. all part of the larger homes. Tt adds to their dignity when

L]
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“they understand &hat thay are members and citizens of the

Empire and if you only do so you will also tend to under-
stand the National activities, ' '
ROWLAIT BILLS !

OE ong such activity 1 propose to take a brief descrip-
tion this afternoon, you wmay know, that the Government
have just now :5mba.rkod upon a piece of legislation which
{ hold and the country holds to be most hurtful to the
Nation. It isthe duty of every one of us whether we be-
long to the classes, whether we are men or women to
‘understand this legislation that may be passed by the
Rulers, I hope, therefore, that the Leaders of the masses
will go amongst the masses and inform them of what this
legislation is, 1t is but natural and necessary that the
hurtful legislation should be removed, We have therefore
to so act as to enableus to secure the vemoval of this
legislation. We have held meetings all over India, we have
passed resolutions and have appealed to the Vieeroy to
remove this legislation ; but all these appeals have fallen -
upon deaf ears, Our Governors have therefore done
double wrong, in that they are making a piece of harmfu}
legisiation and they have flouted the public opinion, When
people are hurt and become angry, and do not believe in
‘God, they take up arms and fight with the wrong doers,
That is the doctrine of violence. As a ‘whole, India has
nof adopted that doctrine. India Has there for belisved in
God and His righteousness and therefore in our hour of
trial we have depended upon God. Itis part of our duty
to obey the wrong doer when he inflicts unjust things upon
~us, Bubt we must resist them in the mauner Prahlada
resisted, in the penalty for disobedience, 8o should we do
in the present instance, with measures contrary to the
method of violence, 1t iscalled “ Satyagraha”. It is the
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doctrme of sane suﬁ‘ermg in which t‘mre s therefore no
' defeat, ''‘Our countrymen in South Afriea whan they were
labouring, copied these examples with the resultsyou pro-
bably know, In that movement all joined hands but the
majority were the common people. There were two beautis
ful  boys end {one beautiful girl in South  Africa
(who  lost tha).r lives for the cause of National Honor.
You should = know because they had sacred aims,
thoy  are remombered  from  day to day so long
a8 this struggle lasts and even after, The girl’s name'is
Velliyammai, the boys' names are Nagappan and Narayana-
sami. They were all about’ 15 years old and they were
drawn from the labouring clusses. They did not receive
liberal education nor had they read the deeds of ** Rama-
yana’ and * Mahabharata”—-Indian blood foreed through
the veins, The law of suffering was engraved _upon their
haarts and I ask every one present here to copy the exANL-
ple of these tiwo heroes and one heroine, If youand Lare in
- suﬁ'aring, if onr properties nre taken away from ué, no
matter for we preserve our dignity and, National honor.
You will learn more of this struggle fro}n the leaders hers,
As this is purely a veligious ° struggle we propose to ks
' a beginning next Sunday weok, the Gth day of Appil, I
have suggested all raen, women, labourers and moneyed
men and every one who has Indian blood in him should
fast for 24 hours fromethe last night’s meall We begin .our
civil disobedience and it ix pureiy a religious one. This fast
is not a show but a sincere prayer to the Almighty that
we may receive proper strength and proper wisdom in
going through these struggles. 1 have also suggegted‘ that:
we should stop all business and work for that day. I hope
. that cur - merchant friends will fall in with this plan, 1f
. there arve any labourers who are called upon to work on.
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Sundays they will cense work only if they receive ‘permis-
gion from their mastors, Tt is not part of civil desobedience
that we should disobey our employers’ just orders. We
should hold meetings on that dayand proceedings should
bo sent to the Viceroy and the Secretary of Btate to re-
move this obJactlonable legislation, It will not ‘be
an idle prayer but it is by the force of * Satyagrahe " and
I assure you that if many of us approach this struggle in,
a proper and hecoming spirit, we can have the legislation.
daﬂbroyed m & short space of time.
CONCLURION
[ thank you sincerely for inviting me to N egapatam..
I thank you also for giving me a patient hoaring, I can-
not find sufficient words to describe the - great affection
that has been poured upon me throughout the Madras '
Presidency. I learnt in South Afvica to have boundless,
faith in the [ndians. More than any other part of
India you have preserved the National traditions in a
guperior manner, Yon have preserved most decidedly
to the outward form, You have also the faith ' in
Divinity, When I look at you, my mind reminds
me of our great Rishies. 1 am sure they could not
have lived simpler lives, but one thing is ‘simple. You
have to dpeam into the form that you have so beautifully
preserved, the spirit of the Rishies, Then you will be &
power in the land and you will preserve the dignity of the
Nation and realise her future destiny. I hope that God
will give you sufficient strength for this. :

29
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SATYAGRAHA DAY IN MADRAS

_ If Under ﬂukl auspioas of the Madras Satyagraha S(;bﬂd a

public meeting was held at ths Triplicane Beach on 30th
March to explain the message of My, M., K. Gandla fufr the ob-
seroance of the Satyagraha Day |
T am sorry that I shall mot be with you for tlus :
evening’s meeting, as T must take the train for Bezwada,
in order to keep my engagement with our Andhra friends,

 But befors my departure, I wonld like to reduce to writing

wy impressions of the tour through the southern part of
the Presidency, which I have just completed, and to

! answez 80D o iticism n.nd some doubts that have been

offered hy friends. i
I have visited Tan;ore, Trwhmopoly, Madura, Tati-
corin and Negapatam ; and taking the lowest estimate, the
people addressed must have beon not lesgs than thirty
thousand. Those who have a right to give us warnings,
to express misgivings and who have jush as great a love of
tihe . Motherland as we claim to have, have feared the
danger that however well-meaning we may be, and however
anxious we may be to avoid violence, the people who may
join the movement under an ent.huslastw impulse way not
be able to exercise sufficiont self-control and break out
into violence, resulting in needless loss of life, and, what
ig more, injury to-the National cause, Aftor embarking
upon the movement, I began addressing meetings with
PDelhi, 1 passed then through Lucknow, Allahabad,
‘Bombay, and thence to Madras, My experience of all these
meetings shows that the advent of Satyagraha has already
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altored the spirit of those who attend the Satyagraba
meetings. In Lucknow, upon an inngcent remark by the
chairman as to the Manifesto signed by soma of the
mombars of the Imperial Logislative Council .disapproving
of our movament, the audience cried out * shame, shame I'
L drow their attention to the fact that Satyagrabis and
those who attended Sutyagraha meetings should not use
such expressions and that the-speeches at our meetings
ought not to be punctuated with either marks of dis-
approval or of approval, The andience immediately under-
stood the spirit of wy remarks aud never afterwards made
any demonstration of their opinion. In the towns of this
Presidency as elsewhere, whilst it is trae that the large
crowds have refrained from any noisy demonstration out
of vegard for my health, they have fully understood the
necessity of refraining from it on the higher ground. The
leaders in the movement have also fully understood the
necessity for self-restraint, These experienges of mine fill
me with [the greatest hope for the futuve, I never bad
any apprehensions of the danger our friends feared and
vhe various meetings I have describad confirim my optimism
but I would venture further to state that every precaution
that is humanly possible is being and will be taken to avers
any such danger, It is for that reasom thit our Plodgs
commits the signatories to a breach of those laws that may
be selected for the purpose by a Committee of Satyngrahis,
and I am giad that our Sind friends have understood their
Pledge and obeyed the prohibition of the H yderabad
‘Commissioner of Police to hold their inoffensive procession,
for it is no part of the present movement to break all the
laws of the land the breach of which is not inconsistent =
with the Pledge. A Satyagrahi is nothing if not instine ]
tively law-abiding, and it is his law-abiding nature which
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exacts from him implicit obedience to the highest law that
it the voice of conscience' which overrides all other laws.
His civil disobedience even of certain laws is 0n1y soemning:
disobediencg. Fvery law gives the subject an option either
to obey the primary sanction or the sacondary , and 1
venture to suggest that the Satysgrahi by inviting the
gecondary sanction obeys the law., He does not net like
‘the crdinary offender whd not only comrits a breach of
the laws of the land whether good or bad but wishes to:
avoid the consequences of that breach. 1Lt will seem, there-
_ fove, that every thing that prudence may dictate has been *
e done to avoid any untoward results. Some friends have
said @ * We understand your breach of the Rowlatt lagisla—
tion but as a Satyagrahi there is nothing for you in it to
break. Eow can you however break the other laws which
you have hitherto obeyed and which may also be good ?"
8o far as good laws ave concerned, that is, laws which lay
down moral privciples, the Satyagrahi may not break them
and their breach is not contempleted under the Pledge.
But the other laws are neither good nor- bad, wmoral or
immoral. They may be useful or may even be harmful.
Those laws one obeys for the supposed good Government
of the country. Such laws are laws made for the purpose
of revenus, or political laws ereating statutory  offences.
Thoso laws enable the Government to continue its power,
When therefore a Government goes wrong to the extent of
hurting the National fibre itself, as does the Rowlatt
Legislation, it becomes the right of the subject, indeed it is
his duty, to withdraw his obedience to such laws to the
~oxtent it may be required in order to bend the Government
" 40 the Netional will. A doubt has been expressed during
my tour and my friends have written to me as to the
“yalidity in terms of Satyagraha of the entrustment of the
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seloction of the laws for breach to & Committes, For it is
argued #hat it amount: to a surrender of one's conﬁelﬂ;xwﬂ
o leave such selection to others. This doubt misunder-
stands the Pledge. A signatory of the Pledge undertakes,
80 far as he is concerned, to break if necessary all the laws
which it would be lawful for the Batyagrehi to brealk, Lb

is not however obligatory on him to break all auch laws,

Ho can therefere perfectly conscientiously leave the selec-

tion of the laws to be broken to the judgment of those

who ave experts in the matter and who in their turn are

_necessarily = subject to the limitations imposed by the

Pledge, The worst that can happen to any signatory is
that the selection may not be exhaustive enough for him.
I have been told that I am diverting the attention

of the country from the one and only thing that matters,

namely, the fortheoring reforme. In my opinion the Rowlatt
legislation, in spite of the amendments which as the Select
Coramittee very properly says does not affect ite principles
blocks the way to progress and therefore to attainment of
substantial reforms, To my mind the first thing needful
is to elaim & frank and full recognition of the principle
that publie opinion properly expressed shall be respected by
“the Government, I am no, believer in the doctrine that
the same power can at the same time trust and distruss,
geant liberty and repress it. 1 have a right to interpret the
“+-coming reforms by the light that the Rowlatt legislation
throws upon them, and I make bold to promiso that if wo
-do not gather sufficient force toremove from our path this
great obstacle in tho shape of the Rowlatt legislation, we
shall find the reforms to be a whitened sepulchre. Yet
another objection to answer. Some friends bave sargned:
'j" Your Satyagraha movement only accentuates the fear we
‘have of the onrush of Bolshevism.” The fact, however, is
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| thatii anything can  possibly provent this calamity

descendivg upon our country, it is Satyagraha, Bolshevism
is bho necosshry result of modern materialistic civilisation.,
Its insensate worship of matter has given rise to a school

which hag been  brought up to look upon 'materinlistic
‘advancement s the goal and which has lost all touch with

the final things of life. Self-indulgence is the Polshevie

| ereed, self-restraint is the Satyagraba creed, If1 can but

induce the Nation to accept Satyagraha if 'only as a
predomxmnt factor in lifo, whether social or  political, we-

need have no fear of the Bolshavie propaganda. In asking

 the Nation to necept Satysgraha, T am askmg for the
introduction in reality of nothing new, I have coined a
new word for an ancient law that has hitherto maioly
governed our lives, and 1 do prophesy that if we disobey
the law of the fival supremacy of the spivit over matier, of
literty and love over brute force, in a few years time we
&;ﬁ have Bolshevism rampant in this land which was ‘once
5O holy..

MESSAGE TO SATYAGRAHIS

(On April 3, 1019, Mr. M. K.-Gandhi sent the following:
wmeseage from Bombay to Mr. S. Kosturirangs [yengar,
Editor of the ¢ Hinduw,” Madras ~~]

Just ervived, having missed connection at Secun-

- derabad.
Ragardmg the meeting at Delhi, I hope that the

Dothi Tragedy will make Satyagrahis steel their
hearts and the waverers to reconsider their posi-
tion., I have no shadow of doubt that, by remain-

' fng true to the Pledge, we shall not only secure the
withdrawal of the Rowlott Legislation, but we shall
kill the spirit of terrorism lying behind.
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I hapo th spesohs on Sunday, the 6sh April, will be

free frow anger or unworthy passion, The cause

is too great and sacred to be dainaged by exhibition

of passion,  We bayeno right to ory put | againsh
sufferings solf-invited. Undoubtedly  there should
* be no coercion for the suspension of business or for

fust, ' gk

TH® DELHI INCIDENT

i T v

[M.r. M, K. Gandhi sent the fal_ibwing letter to thé.f’reas from
. Bombay under dute 4tk dpril, 1919 ] I : i

|| Itis alleged against the Delhi people asseﬁiblad"ﬂ the

' Dolhi Railway Station (1) that some of them were trying

to soarce sweetmeat sellors into felosing their stalls 3 (2)
that some ware forcibly proventing people from plying
tramears and other vehicles ; (3) that some of them threw

brickbats ; (4) that the whole crowd thak marched to the

Station demanded the reloase of men who wore said to be
coercers and wio were for that reason arrvested at the

instance of the Railway authorities; (5) that the erowd

declined to disperse when the Magiatrate gave orders to
disperse. ' I have read Sanyasi Swami Shradbanandji’s

“account of the tragedy. I am bound to|aceeph it as true,
anless it is authoritatively proved to be otherwise and his:
account seetas to me 60 deny the allegations, 1, 4 and 3. |

But assuming the trath of all allegations it does appeax
o me that the local authorities in Deihi have made use of
a Nasmyth hammer to crush a fly,  On their action, bow-
over, in firing on the crowd, T shall seck another opportu-

nity of saying more. My purpose in writing this letter is

‘mérely to issne a note of warning to all Satyagrabis, I
would, therefore, like o ohserve that the conduct desoribed

i '@L'.:
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' in ‘the allegatiunh 1 to 4,if trus, would be inconsist-ﬁnt

with the Satyagrahs Plodge. The conduct described in
allegations  can be consistent with the Pledge, but if the
allegation is true, the conduet was premature, because the
Committee, contemplated in the Pledge, has not decided
apon the disobedience of orders that may be iggued by the
Magistrates under the Riot Act. I am anxious to make
it as clear as L can that in this movement no pyessure can
‘be put upon people who do not wish to accept our Bugges-
tions and advice, the movement being easentially one o
| secuce the greatest freedom for all Satyagrahis cannot
' forcibly demand release of those who might be arrasted,
whether justly or unjustly,  The essence of the Pledge is
%o invite imprisonment and until the Committee decides
upon the breach of the Kiot Act, it is the daty of Batyn-
grahis to obey, without making the slightest ado,
Magisterial orders to disperse, etc., and thus to demon-
. ‘strato their law-abiding nature, 1 hope that the next
. Sunday at Satyagraha meetings, all speeches will be free
from passion, anger or resentment, © The movement
depends for its success entirely upon perfect self-possession,
solf-vestraing, absolute adherence to truth and unlimited
. capacity for self-suffering, Before closing this lettier, I
would add that in opposing the Rowlatt Legislation
. Batyagrahis aro resisting the spirit of terrorism which lies
 behind it and of which it is a most glaring symptom, The
Delhi tragedy imposes an added responsibility upon
Hatyagrahis of stilling their hearts and going on with their
struggle until the Rowlatt Legislation is withdrawn,

et p——
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- MESSAGE TO MADRAS SATVAGRAHIS
[The following massage from: Mz, M, K Gandhi was read
‘i the great meeting in Mudras held on the Satyagrohs
Day on Gth April :—} LA '

1 do hope that the Presidency that produced beautiful
Valliamma, Nagappan, Narayanaswani and g0 many others
of your Presidency with whom T was privileged %o work
in South Africa will not quail in the presence of sacrifice
demanded of us all, T am convinced that reforms will b
of no avail, unless onr would-be péart_'neré vespect us, And
we know thet they only respect those who are capable of
sacrifiving for ideals, as themselves. Heo how unstintiogly
they poured out treasure and blood during the War. Qurs
is a nobler cause and our means infinitely superior, in that
we refrain from shedding blood, other than our own. ]

. MESSAGE TO THE BOMBAY CITIZENS
[ Az the Satyagraha Demonsirations in Bombay on 6th April
Mr. M. K. Gandhi reforred to the Delhi incident and pointed
out | '

We have two authoritative versions of the episode.
One was Swami Shradbanandii’s stating  the peoples’
version, and the other was Government’s justifying the
action of the local authorities. The two did not tally ; °
they differed as to some main particulars. An impartial '
observer will regard both as pirtial statements. I beg .
of the popular party to assume for purposes of criticism
the truth of the official narrative, bu,t‘ there ave remarkable




Sl &t Al A W
B 3

PRIAENE, Y AL SRR AR A
AN i) e IR TG B AN B A
i ; : _.I A -- Y G

| A N 3 .

THE ROWLATT BIGES AND SATYAGRAMA

gaps in it amounting to the evasion of charges made
against the local authorities by Sanyasi Shradhenandji-
His statemont was the ficst in the field, and he was on the
scene immediately after the shooting incident, near the.
Railway Station, If the (Fovernment have sought.the co-
operation of the MNational Leaders to regulate the crowd,
there would not kave been any need for, the display or use
of Military forco, Even if the official version was correct,
‘thero was no justification so fire on the innocent people.
The people wers entirely unarmed, and af the worst what

. would they have done ¢ In any other place but India. the

Police would have been deemed sufficient to meet an emer:
guney of the Delbi ﬁy'pe,_ armed with nothing more 'than
babons, He related how in 1897, at Durban, a mob of 6,000
Europeans bent upon lynching an innocent victin threatened
the, destruetion of property worth £20,000, including the
lives of nearly twenly men, women and children, and how &
* dozen Police, though they would have been justified in
calling Military aid, contended with the ecrowd themselves
and succeeded in peacefully dispersing it, The Delbi crowd
had no such intention of hurting any body. It threaten-
~ed to do nothing except, as alloged, it vefused to disperse.
The  authorities could have peacefully regmlated  the
crowd ; instead they followed the customary practice of
calling the Military on the slightest pretext. He
did  wiot want to labour on the point. It was
. enough the crowd hurt nobody and were neithex overawed
not infuriated. 1t was a remarkable incident that the
people were sufficiently firm and self-possessed to hold &
mags meeting of 40,000 after the shooting incidents, and
it covered the Delhi people with glory, He has always
ewphasised that the people who took part in the struggle
against the Rowlatt Act will be self-possessed and peace.
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ftﬂ, but he has never said that the people. will net ha,vé--to

suffer, Mr. Gandhi further said that to the Satyagrahiy WAl

guch suffering musp be welcome, The sterner thoy were
the better. 'I‘hey have um:"«arhaken to suffer unto death.

Sanyasi Shradhanandji has’ wired saying that 4 Mabomma-

dans and § Mindus bave-so far died, and that sbout
20 people were missiug and 13 persons were in the hospital,
being badly wounded, Kor Satyagrabis it was nob a bad
beginning, No country had ever rizen, no natich bhad
ever been made without sacrifice, and we ware trying an
expsriment of building up ourselves by self-sacrifice without
resorting to violence in any shape or form, 'That wasa
Satyagmhl From  Satyagraha standpoint the peoples”
case in Delhi was woak, in that the crowd refused to disperse .
when asked to do so, and demanded the release of the two
arrested men, Both acts were wrong, It was arrest and
lmprisonment they sought for by resorting to civil dis.
~ obedience. In this movement it was open to Safyagrahm o
_ dlaobey only those laws which are selected by the Gommlﬁbee
cortemplated in the Pledge. Refore being able to offer effee:
tive civil disobedionce, we must acquire habits of diseiplive,
solf-control and qualities of leadership and obedience. il
these qualities were developed and #ill the pirit of
Satyagrahis has pormeated large bodies of men and women,
Mr, Gandhi said he had advised that only such laws ns
can be individually disobéyed should be selected for dis-
obedience, as, while disobeying certain selected laws, it was
incumbent on the people to show their law-abiding character
by respecting all the other laws,

g s b
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DISTRIBUTION OF PROMIBITED .mrm;uimm.. -

[ The Satyagraha Committes advised that for tke time bemg
lows regarding  prohibited literature amd registration of
Newspapere moy be civilly disobeyed. Adecordingly My,
Gamdhi, President, and. Secretarics of the Swiyagrahe Sabha,
| Bomnbay, issued on april T the following notice to orgamise,
 vegulnte und control the sale of these publications ;-] i
Satyagrahis should veceive copies of prehibited
literature for distribution, A limited number of vopies
can be had from the Secreturies of the Satyagraha Sabha,
Satyagrahis should, so far as possible, write their names
and addresses as sollers so that they may be traced easily
when wanted by the Government for prosecution, Natural-
1y, there ean be no guestion of secret sale of this literature,
At the same time, there should be no forwardness either
in distributing it. It is open to Satyagrahis to form small
groups of men and women to whom they may read this
clagg of liserature. The object in selecting prohibited
literature is not merely to commit a civil breach of the law
régarding it but it is also to supply people with clean
titerature of a high moral value, Tt is expected that the
Government will confiscate such, Satyagrahis have to be
as independent of finance as possibla, When therefore
copies are confiscated, Satyagrahiz ave requested to make
copies of prohibited literature themselves or by securing
the assistance of willing friends and to make use of it until
it is confiseated by giving readings to the people from if.
It is stated that such readings would amount to dissemina-
tion of prohibited literature. When whole copies are
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exhausied by dissemination or confiscation, _Hatydg'éﬁhis
may ecntinue civil disobedience by writing out and d:stn-
butmg extracts from acoessible books. '
. CIRCUSATING UNREGISTERED NBWSPAPERS :

Reogarding the civil breach of the law governing the
publication of newspapers the idea is to publish in every
Satyagraha centre a writton newspaper without registering
it. It need noti occupy more than one side of half a
foolseap. 'When such a newspaper is edited it will be
found how difficalt it is to fill up half a sheet, It is a well
known fact that a vast rmajority of hewspapers contain
much padding. Further, it cannot be denied that news-
paper articles written under the terror of the very strict
mewspaper lnw have a double meaning. A Satyagrahi for
whom punishments provided by law have lost all terror
can give only in an unregistered newspaper his thoughts
and opinion unhampered by any other consideration than
that of his own conscience. His newspaper therefore, if
otherwise well edited, can become a most powerful vehicle =
for transmitting pure ideas in a concise manner, and there
need be no fear of inability to ecirculate a hand-writter!
newdpaper, for it will be the duty of those who raay recei ve
the first copies to recopy #ill at last the procesa’ of
‘multiplication is made to cover if necessary the who'e of
the masses of India and it must not be forgotton tMat we:
bave in India the tradition of 1mpartmg mstirurﬁmun by
oral teaching. : b

6 |



i .MES_BAGE -AFI‘EE; ARREST |
{AMr, Gandhi was awssted at Kosi on his way ao de on the
mornang of the 10th April and. served with an order not o
Jenter the Punjab and the District of LDelka am& do resﬂmat'.
. himself Yo the Bombay Presidency. The officer serving the
‘order treated him most politely, assuring him it would be has
| most paanyul duty to wrvest him, if hs aJechd in duroba_y, but
that there would b, o dl-will between them. W My, Gondhi
amilingly swid thig he must eloct (o disobey as it was s duty,
| and thak the officer ought also to do what was his duty, Mr.
Gandhi then dictated the following messags to Mr. Desai, his i
. Seoretary, laying special emphusis on ks, oral message that
none shall resent iz arrvest! or do am ything twinted with
amtruth or viclence which ds sure to. rlmw the smcd aause,
"The message reads : —|

To my countrymen, It is a matter of the hlghest: !
 satisfaction to me, as 1 hope to you, that I have received
‘an order from the Punjab Government not to anter that
Piregvines and another from the Delhi Government not to
enbwr Delki, while an order of the Groverntnent of Indin
4a% Ligon served on me immediately Jatar which vestriots
1m0e o ,Bgmha.y I had no hesitation in saying to the officer,
Who setwed the order on me, that I was bound in virtue of
the pledge to disregard it, which 1 *have done, and 1 shall
prosently fi'nd myself a free man, my body bamg taken by
them in their custody. It was galling to me to remain i

free whilst thes Rowlatt Laglslatmu disfigured tho Statute
‘Book, My aricest makes me free, It now remains for
 you to do your' - duty, whick}is clearly stated jin the

¥
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Satyagraby pledge, | Follow it, and you will find it will be
your Kamadhenw. 1 hope there .will be o resentment
about my srvest. L have received what I was seeking
either withdrawal of the Rowlatt Lagxsla.tmn or imprison- |
ment. A departure from ftruth by a hair's breadth, or
violence committed agamst anybody, whether Knglishman
or Indian, will surely dammn great couse the Satyagrahis
are handling, I hope the Hindu-Muslim unity, which
seems now t0 have taken firm hold of/the people, will
become a reality and I feel oonvinced that it will only be
a reality if the suggestions I have ventured to make in

' my communication to the Press are carried ou. The
responsibility of the Hindus in the mattor is greater than
that of Muhammadans, they being in a minority and I
hope they will discharge their responsibility in the manner
worthy of their country. 1 have also made certain
stiggestions regarding the proposal of the Swadeshi vow.
Now I commend them to vour serious attention and you
will find that as your idens of Satyagraha become matured
the Windu-Muslim. wnity is but parts of Satyagraha,
Finally it is my firm belief that we shall obtain  salvation
only throngh suffering and not by reforms dropping on us
from England, no matter how unstintipgly they wmight be
granted, The Finglish are a great Nation,but the weaker also
2o to the wall if they come in contact with them, When
they are themaelves couragecus they have borne untold
sufferings and ‘ﬁhay only respond to courage and sufferings .
and partoership with them is only possible after we kave
developed an indowitable courage and a faeulty for un-
limited suffering. There is a fundameuntal difference
between their civilisation and ours. They believe in tfm
doctrine of violence ox brute forge as the final arbiter, My
reading of our cmlmatmn is that we are expected to believe



in Soul Foree or Moral Force as the final arbiter and this
is Satyagraha. We are grosning under suiferings which
we would aveid if we could, beciuse we have swerved from
the path laid down forus by our ancieut civilisation. 1
hope that the Hindns, Muhammuadans, Sikhs, Parsis, Chris-
tians, Jews and 'all who ‘are born in India or who made
Tndia theiy land of adoption will fully participate in these
National observances and I hope too that women will take
therein as fall a share as the men. ) - '

| THE ROWLATT BILLS AND HATZAGRANA

i

THE “ SATYAGRAHL"
| The wmregistered newspoper, the ** Setyagrahi’ which Mr.
Gandhi as Bditor brought out in. Bombay on the Tth 4 pril i
defiance of the Press Act was only a small sheet of paper svld:
for ome pive.  T¢ stated amony other things: * The editor is
liable at any moment to' be arrested, and it i impossible. G
engure the continuity of publication until India is in & happy
. position of supplying editors enough to take the piace of those
who wre arrested. It is mot owr indention to break for ull
sima the laws governiny the publication of newspapers, This
paper will, therefore, ewist so long only as the Kowlatt Legis-
lation  is ot withdrawn.” It also contained the foliowing
anstructions to Satyagrahis »—|
We are now in a position to expect to be arrested ab
any moment, It is, therefore, mecessary to bear in mind
that if aoy oneis arvested, he should, without causing any
. Jificulty, allow himself to De arrested, and, if summoned
. goappeéar before a Court, he should do #o. No defence
should be offered and no pleaders engaged in ‘the matter,
f o fine is imposed with the alternative of imprisonment,
the imprisonment should bo accepted, If only fine is
imposed, it ought not to be paid ;  but his property, if he



bas any, should be allowed o be sold. ' There should be no
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demounstration of griet or otherwise made by the remaining

Satyagrabis by veason of the arvest and imprisonment of

their comrade. It cannofi be too often repeated that we

court imprisonment, and we may not complain of it whet
we actually receive it. When once ‘imprisoned, it is our
duty to conform to all prison regulations, as prison reform
is no part of our campaign ab the present moment, A

Batyagrabi may nob resort to surreptitious practices, All _

that the Satyagrahls do  can only and must be done
openly,
SATYAGRAHA AND DUKAGRATIA.

v e e

Mr. Gandhi arrived in Bombay, on the afternoon of the 11th
April having been prevented jrom entering the Provinces of
Punjab and, Delki, An order was soon ofier served on him
‘regmnng him to confine his activities within the limits of the
Bowbay Presidency, Having heard of the riote and the
consequent bloodshed i different places he caused the follow-
ing message to be read at all the mestings that evening 1~

1 have not been able to understand the cause of.so much
excitement and disturbance that followed my detention,
It is not Satyagraba. It is worse then Duragraha. = Those
who join Satyagraha demonstrations were bound one and
~all to refrain at all bazard from violence, not to throw
stones or in any way whatever to injure anybody,

But in Bombay we have heen throwing stones. We

bave obstructed tramecars by putting obstacles in the way,

This is not Satyagraha. . We have demunded the release of
~about. 50 men who had been arrested for deeds of violence,
Our duty is chiefly to get ourselves arrested. It it breach of

religious duty to endeavour to secure the release of those
30
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who have committed deeds of viclencs.  'We are not there-
fore justifiod on any grounds whatever in demanding the
release of those who have been arrestod. I have been asked
whether a Satyagrahi is responsible for the results that
follow from that movement. "I have replied that they are.
1 therefore suggest that if we cannot conduet this move-
_ment without the slightest violance {rom our side the move-
: ment miéht have to be abandoned or'_ié way be necessary
%o give it a different and gtill more restvicted shape. It
may be necessiry to go even further. The time may come
 for me to offer Satyagraha against ourselves, 1T would not
~ deem it a disgrace that wo dio. 1 shall he pained to hear
of the death of a Satyagrahi, but I shall consider it to be.
the proper sacrifice given for the sake of struggle. But if
' those who are not Satyagrohis who shall not have joined
the movement, who are even against the movewment, receiv-
ed any Injury at all, every Satyagrahi will bo responsihie
for that sinful injury. My responsibility will be & million
times heavier. 1 have embarked upon the struggle with a
~ due sense of responsibility,
I have just heard that some English ge\ntleman have been
injured. Some may even hg_ve died from such injuries. If
80, it would be a great blot on Satyagraba. For me, En-
glishmen too are our brethren. We can have nothing
against them and for me siuce such as I have described are
simply unbearable, bufi I know how to offer Satyagraha
against ourselves, As against ourselves what kind of
Satyagrahe can I offer 2 [ do not see what penance I can
offer excepting that it is for me to fast and if need be by
80 doing to give up this body and thus prove the truth of
Satyagraha, T appeal to you to peacefully disperse and to
refrain from acts that may in any way brmg dlsgmce upon
the peopia of Bombay.



' SPEECH AT AHMEDABAD,

Tmz fallumug is the full ot of the spsec}s of My, Gandhi =

delivered at @ maeting of the citizens of Almadabad hald at
hig dshram, Sabarmati, on Monday the 14¢h April. 1919,

BroTHERs,—I mean to address myself mainly to you.

Brothers, the events that hn.va happeued in course of the

laai: fow days have bheen wost disgraceful to A.hmadabad e
and a8 all these things bave happened in my name, Lam

ashamad of them, and those who have been respongible for
them have thereby not honoured me but disgraced me,
A rapier run through my body could hardly have pmned

me more. L have said times without number that Satya-

graha admits of no violence, no pillage, no incendiarism ;

and still in the name of Satyagraba we burnt down build-
ings, foreibly captured wespons, extorted money, stopped
trains, cut off telegraph wires, killed innocent people and

plundered shops and private houses, If deeds such as
these could save me from the prison house or the scaffold I
should not like to be so saved, I do wishto say in all
: '-aarnestnees that violence has not secured my discharge. A
most brutal rumour was set afloat that Anasuya Bai wn,a'

“arrested, The crowds were infuriated all the more, and
disturbance increased. You have thereby disgraced Ana-
suys. Bai and under the cloak of her arrest heinous deeds

have been dohe.
These deeds have. not benefited the peopls in any way.

They have done nothing but bharm, [The buildings burnt
down were public property and they will naturally be re-

built at our expense. The loss due to the shops remaining
«closed is also our logs, The terrorism prevailing in the city
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"'dna to Martial Lnw i3 also the result uf hdd o herion, It
hag been said that many innocent lives have been lost as'a
vosult of the operation of Martial Law, If this is a fact
then for that too the deeds described above are responsible.
It will thus be seen that the avents that have happened
have done nothing but harm to us. Moreover. they have
most senous_ly damaged the S_atyagraha movement, Had
an entirely peaceful agitation followed my arrest, the Row-
latt Act would have been out or on the point of bemg out
of the Statute Book to-day, [Tt should not be a matter for
gurprise if the withdrawal of the Act is now delayed, When
1 was reloased on Friday my plan was to start for Delhi
again on Sa‘burday to seek ve-arrest, and that would have
been an accession of strength to the movement. Now, in-
stead of going to Delhi, it remains to' me to offer Satya-
graha against our own people, and ag it is my determina-
tion to offer Satyagraha even unto death for securing the
withdrawal of the Rowlatt legislation, I think the occasion
has arrived when I should offer Satyngraha against our-
gelves for the violence that has ocourred, And T shall do

%0 at the sacrifice of my body, 5o long as we do not keep
- perfect peace and cease from violence to person’ aud  pro-
perty, How can I seek imprisonment unless I have abso-
lute confidence that we shall no longer be guilty of such
orrors ! Those desirous of joining the Satyagraha move-
ment or of helping it must entirely abstain from violence,
They wmay not resort to viclence even on my being rearrest-
ed ov on some such events happening, Englishmen and

women have been compelled to leave their homes and con-
 fine themselves to places of protection in Shahi Bag, be-
cause bheir trust in our harmlessness hag received s rude
' shock, A little thinking shonld convince us that this is a
matter of humiliation for us all The sooner this state of
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things- stops the battsr for us, ‘They are our brathren and,

it is bur duty to inspire them with the belief that their

persong are as sacred to us as our own and this is what we

call A bkaydun, the fivst requisite of true rehgmn. Hatyas
graha without this is Duragraka, '
| TWO DUTIES BEFORE US, e _.

" There are two distinet duties now before ns.  One i
that' we should firmly resolve upon refraining from all vio-
lence, and the other is that we should rvepent and do
penance for our sing. S0 long as we don't vrepent and 4o
not realise our errors and make an open confession of
them, we shall not truly change our course. The first
step is that those of ns who have captured weapons should
sucréender them, To show what we are really penitent we
will contribute each of us not less than eight annas to-
wards helping the families of those who have been killed
by our acts,. Though no amount of money contribution
ean altogether undo the results of the furious deeds of the
past few days, our contribution will be & slight token of

our repentence, I hope and pray that no one will evade

this contribution on the plea that he has had no part in

those wicked acts, FHor if such as those who were no '

party to these deeds had all courageously and bravely gone
forward to put down the lawlessness, the mob would have
been checked in theiv career and would have immediately
realised the wickoedness of their doings. I venture to say
that if instead of giving money to the mob ont of fear we
had rushed out to protect buildings and o save the inno-
cent without fear of death we could have succeeded in so
doing, Unless we have this &ort of courage, mischief

makers will always fry to intimidate us into participating

in their misdeeds, Fear of death makes ns devoid both of
~walour and religion. = For want of valour is want of religi-
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" oug faith. And having done little to stop the viglence wer
" have been all participators in the sins that have beau ooxn-
witted, And wa ought, therefore, to contribute onr mite
as a mark of our repentence, = Fach group can collact its
own confributions and send them on fo me thmugh ite
collectors. T would also advise, if it i4 possible for you,
t0 observe a twenty- -four hours fast in slight expmtwn of
these sins.  This fast should be observed in private and
' there is no need for erowds to go to the bathing ghats.
| I have thug fav drawn attention to what appears to be.
your duty. I must now consider my own. My responsi-
bility is a million times grester than yours. I have placed
Satyagraha before pecple for their acceptance, and 1 bave
lived in your midst for four years, 1 have also given
some contribution to the special sevvice of Almedabad.
1ta citizens are ROt quite unfamiliar with my views,
; 0 AN ALLRGATION
. It is alleged that I have without proper oonaldemtmn
persuaded thousands to join the movement. ~That nlloga-
tion is, I admit, true fo a4 certain extent, bub to s certain
extent only. It is opent to anybody to say that but for
the Satyagraha campaign there would not have been this
violence, For this I have already done a penance, to my
mind an unendurable one, namely, that 1 have had to post-
pone my visit to Delhi to seek rearrest and I have also
been obliged to suggest a temporary restriction of Saty-
graba to a limited field, This has been more painful to.
me than a wound but this penance is not enough, and T
have therefore decided to fast for three days, ¢.¢,, 72 hours,
I hope my fast will pain no one. I believe a seventy-two
hours fast is easier for me than a twenty- four hours’ fast
for you. And I have imposed on me & discipline which I
can bear, If you really feel pity for the suffering that will
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be caused to me, T request that that pity  should always
vostrain you from ever again being party to the oriminal
acte of which I have complained, Take it ' from me thab |
wo nre not going to win Swarajya or benefit our country
in the least by violence and terrorism, I am of opinion
that if we have to wade Shrough violénce to obtain
¢ Bwarajya and if a redress of grievances were to be only
possible by means of ill will for and slaughter of English
“men T for one would do without that Swarajys and with-
out a redress of those grievances, For me life. would not
be worth hvmg if Ahrmedabad continues %o countenance
violence in the name of trath, The poet has called Gu]a
rat the “ Garvi” (Great amd Glovious) Gujavat, The
Ahmedabad its capital is the residonce of many religious '
Hindus and Mubkammadans, Deeds of public violence in
a city like this is like an ocean. being on fire, * Who can
quench that fire ¢ [ can only offer myself ns a sacrifice to
be burnt in that fire, aud 1 therefore ask you all to help
in the attainment of the result that I desire out of wmy fast.
May the love that lured you into unworthy . acts awaken
you to a sense of the reality, and if that love does continue
to animate you, beware that I may not have fo fast myself
to death. :
i) ORGANISED DEEDS
[t seoms that the deeds T have complained of have
been done in an organiged manneér. There ssems to be a
definite design about them, and I am sure that there must
be some educated and clever man or men bshind them,
They may be aducated, but their education has not en-
lightened them. You have been misied into doing these
deads by #uch people. I advise you never to be so mis-
guided, and I would ask them seniously to reconsider  their
views. To them and you I commend my book * Hind



Bwarajys " which as ‘I understand moay he printed and
published without infringing the law thereby, i
. Anong the willbands the spinners have been on Btrﬂm
fo_r gsome days. 1 advise them to raesume work imumedi-
ately and to ask for increase if they want any only aftec
remim_ing work, and in a veasonable wanner. To resort to
the uss of force to get any increase  is suicidal, T would
#pécially advise all millhands to altogether eschew violence.
It is their intereet to do 8o and I remind them of the pro-'
mises made to Anasuya Bai and me that they would ever
. vefrain from violence., I hope.that all .will now resume
work, '

THE ROWLATT BIULS AND SATYAGRAHA

TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE MOVEMENT

The following speech edvising temporary suspension of the
Saryagrals moveant was made by Mr, Gandhi ab Bowbay
. on the 18th April. ;

It is not without sorrow I feel compelled to advise the
temporary =1wpen31on of civil disobedience. I give this
advice not because 1 have less faith now in its efficacy but
because L have, if possible, greater faith than before. It
i8 my percoption of the law of Sutyagraka which impels me
to suggest the suspension. I am sorry when I, embarked
upon a mass movement, 1 underrated the forces of evil and
I must now pause and consider how best to meet the situ-
ation, . Bul whilst doing so I wish to say that from a care-
ful examination of the tragedy at Ahmedabad and Viram-
gaum [ am convinced that Satyagraha had nothing to do
with the violence of the mob and that many swarmed ronnd
the banner of mischief raised by the mob largely because of
their affection for Anasuya Bai and myself. Hadthe Gov-
ernment in an unwise manner not prevented me from en-
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1 feel certain that Abmedabad and Virsmgaum would
have remained free from the horrors of the last weel, In
other words Sutyagraha has neither been the cauee nor the

-oceasion of the upheaval, Tf anything, the presence of
Satyagrahe has acted as a check ever so shght. upon the
previously existing lawless elerents.

As vogards events ‘in the Punjab, it is admitted that
they are unconnected with the Sazyagm}m moveroens.  In

the course of the Satyagrakn struggle in South Africa

several thonsands of Indentured Indians had struck work,
This was Satyagraha strike and, therefore, entirely peaceful
and voluntary. Whilst the strike was going on, 2 gtrike
of Buropean miners, railway employees, etc., was declared
~ ‘Overtures were made to me to make common cause with
the Kuropean strikers, As a Safyagrali I did not require
a moment's consideration to decline to do so. I went fur-
ther, and for fear of our strike being classed with the
strike of European in which methods of violence and use
_of arms found a prominent place ours was suspended and
Satyagraha from that moment came to be recognised by the
Kuropeans of South Africa as an honourable and bonest
wmovement; in the words of General Smutts, a constitu-
tional movement. I can do no less at the present critical
moment., I would be untrue to Satyagraha if T sllowed it
by any action of mine to be used as an occasion for feeding

violence, for embittering relations betwoen the Englieh and .

the Indians. Our Setyagreha must, therefore, now con-
sist in eeaselessly helping the authorities in all the ways
available to us as Satyagrakis to restore order and to curb
lawlessness. We can turn the tragedies going on before
us b0 good account if we could but succeed in gaining the
adherence of the masses to the fundamental principles of



