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Yf v)e would classify Mm with any of, the appr&v ’ 

figures of human history, if musii wiiA nm//-. 1 ?
religion* prophets as Gotiftwms and Im 4se, Ihiddha,
ZoroaaU r and Moha mmed, and, most truly of all, the 
Nar.arme / Out of Asia, at long interval' o f time, have 
arisen these inspired '-witnesses of Cgd, One by one 
they have appeared to teach men by prompt, and 
example the law of life, and thsr.mivUih. to save the 
race. ■ To-day, in this our time, there comss, another <?/ 
this sacred line, the Mahatma of India,- In. ail 
reverence and with dm regard for historic fact,T 
match this man with Jesus Christ . Dr. Heines,
•~~~Miniiter o f  the (Jomrattmty Church, .New Vorh City.
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X  PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

m fld s  is an exhaustive, comprehensive and thorough-J|[ ]y up-to-date- edition of Mr. Gandhi's Speeches 
..and Writings revised and considerably amplified, 

addition of a large number of articles from 
■ !' ; <M(f Tmitiu and Wavajimn (rendered iht® English.) 
ii: The ineLUon of these papers have almost doubled the 

ske of ■■ the old edition and the present collection 
runs to hbotii i ,000 pages of well-arranged matter 
ranging/over the whole period of Mr. Gandhi’s public 
rife. It operas-with a succinct biographical (sketch of 
Mr. Gandhi :bi-brgi».'g the account of his life down to 
the historic trial and sentence. The* Volume- begins 
with the Indian South African Question and 
covers his views on indentured labour and Indians 
iri the Colonies, his jail experiences in South Africa, 
his pronouncements on the Khaira and Champ aran 
.affairs, his discourses on Rowlatt Bills and Satya- 
graha, and finally his Young Tniiia and Namjimn 
■ Holes on the Non-Co-operation movement, including 
* 7  At papers on the KbiJafat and Punjab wrongs, theI ' V
Congress, Swadeshi, Boycott, (Jharha, National Edu­
cation and- Swaraj, The additional chapters are 
xranged under suitable headings and include his

messages on the rave- of and after the arrest, hist 
ate,orient before • the court, the trial and judgment, •
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Then' follows % symposium of appreciations from such ■ 
diverse men as Tolstoy and Tagore, Prof, Gilbert 
Murray and Dr.. Holmes;: of New 'York besides ex­
cerpts from the 'British' and American press, .Chex 
book which is bound in cloth and mdexed contains,, 
portraits of Mr, and Mrs. Gandhi and .three ebarac- , 
ter is tic pictures of Mr..- Gandhi taken -af,; dihererd; 
periods of his life.

May, 1022. G, A. NATESAK .fr (M** ^
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f1 ; iMEODUcTioK,

Iti appears to roe unnecessary for any prefatory note 
to be written to tbs' - Life and Speeches of afohandtis- 
Kararocband Gandhi; they live and speak for themaoives. 
Personally, I hare.had such ftflteat shrinking fnm  writing 
anything,'’ daring his,life-time, about one whom 1 reverence 
so deeply, that I have many, times refused to do so, But a 
promise given in ah unguarded moment now claims fulfil- .'• 
rnent, and' I will write'very briefly. v;nl|

To Mr. Gandhi, any swerving from the truth, even 
in casual -utterance,-is' intolerable; his speeches must'be • 
irmul"as;statin$ .uncompromisingly what ho feels to be true,
They ace In no sense diplomatic, or opportunist, or merely 
‘ political/ using the word in its narrower souse. He never ' 
pays empty compliments:' he never hesitates -to-say, for. tec 
truth's sake, what may be unpalatable to hie audience.

I shrink, as A hate said, out of the very, reverend!/ v;;yy 
that X have for him, from writing for she cold printed^ j 
page about his character * but I may perhaps.not offahd by. 
setting down something, however inadequate, concerning 
his intellectual convictions- I* is of the utmost imp#-; 
tanne to understand these because, in his case, they are- .y 
held so strongly, as to bind fast his whole life and to 
stamp it with an originality., all its own.

The greatest of ' all these is his conviction 'of the- 
eternal and fundamental efficacy of (thwisu. W'bnt tim  . 
means to him, wilt.beexplained a hundred times over in 
writings which follow, To Mr. Gandhi,-—it would not 
be too much to say,—a/tva8& is. the key to all higher .exist- 
epee. It is the divine life itself. I have nevot yelf.bee; 
able to reconcile this with his- ow»vreenuting campaign, for-' 
war purposes, during the year -1918, But he blastoff, 
able to Mcwefle i t ; and' some day, no doubt,- he wilt give



of m*W equality, -’iple ° f

e. present struggle io Iridkwas' over, J ml odd, ho 
useSf p  be, the cba>i.jt.ioQ of that thorny, and tjie 
t c f the British Coiv»titmion, 
tether that belief, which lie has hoH so jfemstfently 
•or tly all these years, will be justified at last, time 
n it how. I remember how fwiprefesed I was at the 
the fact that he, who had Leon treated so disgrace- 
e after time In South Africa, should -still retain his;
'he British character.- I said to hi®, “  -it would 

eeo.i && if;you had more faith in my own Country- 
n I have'myself.-” He said tome, “ That, may be . 
and I  foils deeply his implied rebuke. 

jl navo gone through carefully the words he employed 
later at. the time of his trial, and: in spite of all .that ho 

■ : said -.with such terrible severity concerning the evil e fleet of
. British Bale in India, I do not'hint that he has actmd.ly 
departed from the position which runs through n’ i 1 

. speeches in this book from beginning to'end, tie still trusts , 
that the tepiper and character -of the ‘British people will 

-: change for the better, and that tbs principle of racial equal- ,
.1 ' . Uy will finally- be acknov. lodged in actual deed,-hot merely

inward. It’ that 'trust, is realised, then ho is prepared -to 
• seriidn within the British Empire. But if - that trust'is 
’ ultimately shattered, then -he will feel that at'last the time 
has coin© to  sever once and For all the British connexion-

t'U jjV  j y V
piaritiniketan, } 1

May, 1922. j/f 0. F. ANDREWS.
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A SKETCH OF HIS LIFE AXO WORK,.

:§0, A’1- :i,-'S ’;■'- '" • / ■ '.'■■■; ";i'. ■ ■ •■ .' '■ .'' ■ ;'4 ' >-■-----  i i J * i
-V: V • A:/, . ' ■ ■ ' , ■■ ■ ■ S’ ':'SOi : V̂Vv.::-

A  SoEKK ijS JOJiAWBSiltmO ■ ••;
/ 'lA H S  some is laid in Johannesburg,' S»oaa% 0 -

1  comic* and the days,ere lengthening out, At Fas-:? 
Station, at 6 o'clock on a Sunday evening, in Scpieimbei.
1008, whilst it wag still bi'haj daylight, a /Spill animated;

./S'' group ol' davk-skinned people Bright have teemi observed 
oagerly looking in the direct! tin Prow which the mail tmh<
Horn Natal, that-stops afc \HIksruA, was Aseptic '.ed, T,W 
watchers were Mftdrassi .hawker?; who vt$w} apparently 
awaiting the w iv u l ot’ ono affft«tiomteJy rc*ga.r-U& by them.’'
. Punctually to time, the trail: steamed in arm there, woa 
observed, dfetcend/rg from « second-class compartment, 
attended by n prison-warder in uniform, wsm all, Jim, 

'dark, Active man with calm iayes and a serene countenance,
B.o was clad ill the garb of & South African native con­
vict— small military cap, that did not protect him from 
the sun, loosg, coarse jacket, bearing: a numbered tic lest and 
marked with the broad arraw, short trousers, one log Krk, 
the other light, similarly marked, thick grey woollen socks 
’and leathor sandals. But it wo? plain that hu wan not % 
South African native, and upon closer scrutiny, one beectn* 
aware r,bat'ho, too, was an India?’!, like those who r6sj*fct. 
fully saluted him, as he.turned Quietly to the'warder for 
instructions. He vs as carrying a white canvas' bag, • which 
held his clothing and other 'effect* found upor. him w'htiri/he 
was received by. the gaol authorities, and kino a amaM 
basket ronr.aim.ng books. Ho Bad been sent "by the Oovi-m* 
mf|t to travel nearly two hundred miles, for amir/ hour,?,

M without food or the means of .pi'osuring it, as the tvf.rde.

- r -  '.'■’ ••- •■>'“■•''.■ - Vi-. „,«•- ,- .';fIVABBaftawajlB



had no funds' for that purpose and ha.: for ttas charity of a 
.European friend-** Government 'official—ho. would have- 
had to starve for twenty*#0«r hours. A. brief consultation 
.ensued between the prisoner and the warder. The latter 
appeared to realise the incongruity of the situation* for. he 
.bore himself towards the prisoner with every reasonable 
mark of. respect. The latter was evidently a person of 
gome importance, to whom a considerable amount of defe­
rence should be shown. The Subject of conversation' virah' 
whether the prisoner preferred to go by cab or to walk to 
tiu; gaol. I f the former? he (the prisoner) would have to 
.pay 'for it. He, however, declined the easier method o' 
•locomotion, choosing to walk three-quarters of a mile In 

. broad day-Hghfc,io.his convict suit, to the gaol and ce* 
soldcely hhoulderiug his bag, he briskly stepped out, the 
Jilatkassi hawkers shamefacedly..following at some distance,
Later, he disappeared within the grim portals Of the. 
.Johannesburg /gaol, above which is- earved, in Dutch, the 
motto, “-■'O'niou makes strength.”

'Mte'years have passed. On the dusty, .undulating 
road from’ Stdadwfcon to Greylingetad, for a distance of 

■ three miles, is seen a long, trailing “ army” of men who, 
on closer inspection, are recognisable us Indians hf the 
labouring classes, to the number of some two thousand;
Upon questioning them, it would be found that they had 
been gathered from the coal mines of Northern Natal, ,-■■■ 
where* they had been working under inden ture, or-as fffree” 
men, liable to the £3  annual tax upon the freedom- of 
themselves, their wives, their sons of 1 6 years and their 
daughters of thirteen. They had marched from Newcastle 
to Charlestown, whence they had crossed t.bo border 'into 
the Transvaal, at. Yolfasrust. They were now marching 
stolidly and patiently on, until they reached Tolstoy harm, 
near Johannesburg, or they were arrested, aa prohibited 
immigrants, by the'Government. Thus they had marched 
for several days on a handful of rice, bread and sugar a 
day, carrying with them ,U their few worldly belongings, 
hopeful that, at the end, the burden of. the hated £  3 tax , 
wouM be removed from their shoulders. They appeared . .

I A h  Q j
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to place implicit trust in a small, limping, benfc, but dogga^ 
wan, -coarsely dressed, and using a staff, painfully marching 
at the bead of the straggling tolumn, but with a sê ena- 
and peaceful countenance* and a look >f sureness and con- ikkN' 
tent,. A  nearer inspection of this strange figure discloses,
•the came individual' that we have already seen entering the' 
•forbidding portals o f  the 15 Fort/’ at Johannesburg, Bub 
how much older looking and care-worn ! He has taken a 
v$a& to.Cat -only one poor meal a day until the iniquitous 

■ fc.ij upon the honour and chastity of his brothers and siats »
•shall have been repealed, Upon biro, as the foremost 
protagonist of the moveiheat, has fallen the main burden 

Vtek -and responsibility, of organising one of the greatest k«<1 
noblest protesK against tyranny that the world .has ever 

, seen .during the preceding seven yt.*rs* Time-.lies, leit ite 
: mark upon hire ! ■

Nme more-year? nave passed, Bent down by the weight,
.■v of years,, but resolute of heart, that same figure m yet the 

.cynosure of all eyes. The scene is laid new in AfctfJedabad.
■'p;v. •where thousands.,-qi Kbatider-olad-.-pilgrima march in solemn .

i y, array to the court house and await *! the man of destiny,’' 
i t  was twelve noon on the 1-8tb of March. That snm*

' frail figure in a loin cloth, with the dear old familiar smile 
.of deep Content, outers 'the court-house, The wholt? court 
■suddenly rises to greet the illustrious prisoner, “ This kicks 
■•like a.family gathering,” says.he with the benignant smile 
of bis. The heart of the gathering throb® with alternate, 
hopes and fears but the august priftou.Gr, pure of heart f*pd 

» -meek of spirit, is u»ka like the deep sea. In a iu.om.emrt 
the groat trial had begun ; and as .the.prisoner made hi#
•historic statement, tears wore seen trickling down .the.cheek*
-of .the stoutest of hearts “  I wieh to endorse all r.he blame 
that the AdvoeateNieneral has thrown on my shoulders/’
■says ha with perfect candour. “  To preach disaffection to 
the ;stiog system of Government baa become almost a 

> passion with me, ***;■'  !  do not ask for mercy, I  dp »ofe 
any extenuating act. .1 am here therefore to invite 

Mid submit to the highest penalty that . an be indicted 
•upon rue feuw/hafc in law is a deliberate crime and wiUb

# 1 .  -  \  : : : §
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appears t& to6 to be the highest duty of a oitfaeA.” Abd 
'; .: ffh*9B fallows the terrible incitement' of the GoverBte'Pnf,

The judge himself is deeply moved, He feels the great- 
ftps- of the occasion and in slow ami deliberate events ha 
says : :i It will be impossible to ignore the fact that you 
atf'ite a different category Iroro any person t have ever 
tried or am likely to try. It would he Impossibly to ignore- 

■ the fact rhat in the eyes of millions of your countrymen you 
are a groat patriot and a. great leader, Ijjven those who differ ; 
from you- in politics- look Upon you as a man of high- 
ideals and of noble and even saintly life,” But, Oh* the ,\
- irony of it.I '* f have to deal with yon in one character 
only * * to judge yon as a man subject to the law who has"

I. by -his own admission broken the law and committed, wlmt 
to an ordinary -mah ttiu&t appear to 'be,, grave, offences- 

. againsS the state,” - A  seiitenhe'of six years' simple itnpri- 
fjonniu;^ ia' passed) but the judge adds.. : “  that if. the 
course of events in India should make it possible for the 
O01 or l fluent to reduce the period and release you* no one •

' -will K -belter pleased than I.” And the prisoner 'thank)!- ' 
the j.fdgc .nid'there is perfect good humour. Was ♦h.'Te 
over such- a trial in the history of British Courts, or any 
Other-court fox' the matter of that ? And finally he bids 
farewell • -to the tearful throng pressing forward to touch 
the bare feet of him whose pres once was a, benediction !

The man is Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, Dewan's- 
son, Bamsier-at-Law, scholar, student, cultured Indian 

I gentleman “  farmer, weaver,” and leader of hit people,.
1 Because he preferred‘to obey the dictates of conscience,
I because ha placed honour before comfort- or e'ven life itself,
' because he chose not to accept; an insult to his Motherland, 

because be strove so that right should prevail and that hie 
f people might have life, a.civilised, Christian (loverrtibant 

■ |n r. Colony over which waves the British flag, deemed that 
the belt way to overcome such dengerohs contumacy, was*. 
to cast bis body into gao*, where at one time he wag com­
pelled to herd with and starve upon the diet 'of the most 
degraded aboriginal native, felons, men 'barely emerging- 
from the condition of brute beasts,- or rather, with all: tiiftr.-

. . . . .  -,-■ -
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human aspirations and instincts crushed put of them by 
thiSitreatmen-t accorded to them under the • civilising.^ 
process of the Trans raid's colour legislation-. And, again 
obeying the behests' of sou-science, believing that ho best 
■eetveR India so, he has 1 chosen the refuge, of prison*
- convinced, like Thoreau. that- ho is freer than his gaolers or 
those-who mourn for him, but do not liberate 'c-hemsclvee 
'from bondage,

MEtY WPR \Hli EDUCATION
Mohandas i'Carawihha-ifsd Gandhi ■■’W&8 born on the 2nd 

‘October, 18f>9,. Though Ivo has a Brabmirvs spirituality 
and desire to servo and tench, he i,vn'ot:s> Brahinih'. Though 
he has a'Ksh&ttoriya’fi courage:&nd. devotion, he is not a 
Kshftfctriya. He belongs to an. old Benia family resident in, 
Kathiawar, tiolifios being a heritage- of the' family-. His 
forefathers wore, .Oa-wans of the State of rurbandrip in th at> 
Province, his father having been .p&wtm of that, State fpr 
il5 years, as also of Rajktte', and otlisr btevifi ip 
'S.athiawa.r, l ie  was .likewise, at on© tin: e, a meBS’kfe'o 
of the Rajasrthani-k Sabhs, having been lou&'a v  1 
thereto by the Government of Bombay. Mr; G andhi 

father was known to and loved by all with whom ho 
«ame in contact and he did - not hesitate, if  need came,- iso. 
oppose the wiU of tbe E n a  of Pqr&md&r and .of the Poll-* 1 ■M'vS 
fcirial Agent, when he 'thought that they were adopting i 
erpnf dr -unworthy ho© of conduct. T.iis pirtfoul.ir trait 
lies evidently descended to his youngest son. .Mr, Gandhi & 
mother was an. orthodox Hindu lady, rigid in hex* obfler~
Vance pf religious obligations, strict in the performance of 
hex duties *S wife and. mother, and slam in determination 
that her children should grow up good and honest mass 
••and women. Between her youngest, son and herself axist- 
•o.d -a strong atf'eotipn and her -religious example-and bifid- 
once left, a lasting impression, upon his character* Mohan- 
das Gandhi received '.his education partly in Kaihiawax* and 
pe-Hly .in JaDftdon. It was only tvihh the greatest difficulty 
that his mother could be prevailed upon to consent to hip 

crossing- the water*, »»d before* doing so, she exacted frem



(3t
him a threefold vow, administered by a Jain priest- 
that he would abstain from flesh, alcohol and woman.
And this vow was faithfully and whole-heartedly kept 
ru.Mi.lst all the temptations of student life in London. 
Young Gandhi became an under-graduate of the London 
University and afterwards joined thê  Inner Temple, 
whence he emerged in due course a barrister at'la w. He- 
returned to India immediately after his call, and wag at 
once admitted as an Advocate of the Bombay High Court., 
in w h ich  cap acity  he began p ra ctice  with some success,

VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA
In 1893, Mr. Gandhi was induced to go to South Africa,, 

proceeding to'Natal and then to th© Transvaal, in coiuifc- 
tioii with an Indian legal case of some difficulty. Almeot 
immediately upon landing at Durban, disillusionment await-- 

him. Brought up in British traditions of the ©quality *>f 
all British, subjects, an honoured guest in the capital of 
the 'Empire, he "found that in the British Colony oi Natal,, 
he was regarded hs a pariah, scarcely higher-than a savage 
aboriginal hativa of the soil. He' appealed for admission ■ 
as an Advocate • of the Supreme 'Court of. Natal, kit hie- 
application was opposed by the Law Society on the ground, 
that the law did not- contemplate that a coloured person 
should be admitted to practise. Fortunately, the Supreme 
Court viewed the matter in a different light and granted 
the application, But Mr. Gandhi received sudden warn*

' in f of what-awaited him in the years to come.
In 1894,' on the urgent invitation of the .Natal: 

Indian community, he .decided to remain in $f*: 
Colony, in order that he might, be of service in the political 
troubles that he foresaw in the near future, In that yew*, 
together with a number of prominent members of the 
community he founded the Natal Indian Congress, being 
for some years its honorary secretary, in which c+pacrty . e 
drafted a number of petitions and memorials admirabb m, 
construction, lucid and simple in phraseology, dear and- 
■concise in the .manner of setting forth the subject, imttfcr. •
He took it leading part in the successful attempt to defeat 
the' Asiatics’ 'Exclusion Act passed by the Natal Parliament

v\ © ,  m  r % l  ,
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"and in the unsuccessful one to prevent the disf rancho- 
menfc of the Indian community, though the effort nan-a 
obliged the Imperial authorities to in gist that this dis­
franchisement should be effected along' nbn-taci&I linos, At, 
the end of 1890, ,he returned to India, being authorised 
by the Natal and Transvaal Indians to represent their 
grievances to the Indian public. •. This ho did by means oh. 
addresses .and a pamphlet, the mutilated contents of which 
wore summarised by Router and cabled to Natal, where- 
they evoked a furious protest on the port of the European 
colonists The telegram ran thus; M A pamphlot published 
in India declares that the Indians in Natal ana robbed, and 
assaulted, and treated like beasts, and ere tufttfile to •mtain 
redress, The Times o f  India advocates an enquiry info 
these alkgallons M

This message was certainly not the.truth, the whole | 
truth, and nothing but the- truth, though it had element? of 
truth In it About the same time, Mr, Gandhi returned to 
.Durban with his family, and with him, though independent­
ly- of him, travelled several compatriots. The rumour arose 
that he was bringing with' him a number of skilled Indian- 
workers with the express object; of ousting the European 
artisans from the field of employment, and' the two circum- 
stances combined: to stimulate in the colonists, high a»d 
low alike, all the worst passion?, and feeling ran sb 1 |h. 
that the Attorney-General, Mr. Escombe, felt hhvtelf 
obliged to side with the popular party, and accordingly 
gave instructions that the vessels bringing Mr, Gandhi arid 
!hs; companions should be detained in quarantine, The- 
<|uarautme whs only raised when the ship-owners announc­
ed their intention of xakin# legal action against the Govern­
ment. The vessels now fame alongside the wharf, bub the 
crowd that assembled became so hostile that a police in ­
spector, who came on board, warned Mr. Gandhi of his own- 
personal danger if he landed then, ami urged him to delay- 
the landing until night. A little later, however, a well- 
known member of tho Natal Ban came on board specially 
to greet Mr Gandhi anti offer his services, and Mr. Garulhi 
at once determined to hied without waiting for darkness to-
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(sms, trusting, as h© himself expressed it*, to she Britifb 
frgnse of justice and fair-play. He was soon recognised., 
however, set upon, and half-killed, when the wife Gf tL© 
superintendent 'of police, who recognised him, ran to .ms 
rescue, and, raising her umbrella over him, defied the crowd 
and accompanied him to the store oi .an I-tfdi^n friend. 
Mr. Gandhi was, however, in order to save, his frxend * 
property, obliged to escape disguised as a police constaole.

' 'The affair was at an end, 'popular passions oatoed . 
dawn, and the newspapers apologised to him, though the 
foridoni demoi started the temper of the mob towards 
the resident Indian community. Years, afterwards, 
.meeting Mr. Gandhi one day, Mr. Esoombe exposer, 
nrofound regret at his connection with this unsavoury 
W hess, declaring that, at the time, he was unacquainted 
with Mr. Gandhi’s personal merits and those of the com­
munity to which he belonged. Half-an-hour later he was 
found "dead in the streets, stricken down by heart-disease.

■ BO SB WAR AMD THE INDIAN AMBULANCE OOEPS
j u 1899, at the outbreak af the Anglo- Boer War, .Mr, 

Gandhi, after considerable opposition, induced the Govern- 
fnerri to accept the offer of an Indian Ambulance Corps. 
The Corps; was one thousand strong and saw active service, 
feeing on one occasion, at.least, under heavy fire, and. on 
another, removing the dead body of Lord Robert s on. y 
-sem from the field.' The Corps was favourably reported on, 
-rnd Mr Gandhi was mentioned in. despatches and, at 
wards awarded the war medal, His object in offering the 
services' of a body of. Indian to do eves, the most menial 
work was to show that the Indian community deared to. 
take their full share of public reeponsibtotifee, and that just 
1  they know how to demand rights, so ihev also knew to 

obligations. And that has been tl.e keynote of 
Mr. Gandhi’s public work from the.beginning.

Writing in the Illustrated Star of .JohauncAt urg 
in July 1911. a EuropGm, who had taken pan: in that 
campaign, says :—

My first meeting with Mr. M. X. Gandhi war, mger «teange 
elrourustaucee. It wks bn the road from Spion Aop,
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fateful retire’meai, of the British troops in January., 1900. The 
■previous afternoon J. s$w the Indian mule-train moved up the 
dope* of the K«p carrying water to the distressed soldiers who 
had lain powerless on the plateau, Tlio mules carried the water 
in immeOae bags, 0*10 6'n .each side, led by Indians-at their haM®.
The galHag .rifle-fire, whioh heralded their arrival on t^e top,
■did not deter tbs strangel.v-look.ing cavalcade, which moved . 
Slowly forward, and a# an Indian fell, another .|meU /  stepped, 
forward to fill the t%( a *t piaco. • Afterward* the prim duty of. 
the bearer corps, which Sir. GandM organised in Natal, began.
It was on sticsh occasions the iBcHans proved their fortitude, and 
the one with the greatest fortitude of all was the subject of this 
sketoh. After a night’s work which had shattered men. with 
much bigger frames. 1 caine across'Gandhi In the early morn­
ing sitting by the^roadside—eating | regulation Army bisdait*
Every mar. ip -Butler’* force was dull and depressed, and djt® 
nation was lieartijr Invoked on everythinsr. But 'Oahflbbwa/f 
stoical in his bearing,'.cheerful, and confident In his con«sr,k&-' 
tioh, and had a kindly eye. He did one good. It was an inte­
rna! introduction, and it led to a friendship. I  saw the wan 
and his small undisciplined corps on-many a field of battle ciur- 

.'. iug the Natal campaign. When, suchour was to be rendered 
•they w6re there.. Their unassuming dauntiosaness cop theis 
many lives, and eventually an order was published forbidding
them, to go Into the firing-line. Gandhi simply did bis!duty
then, and his comment the. .other evening ip the moment-of hfs 
triumph, at the dinner to the Europeans who. had suppomTthe 
Indian movement, when some hundred* of his countrymen, and 
a large number of Europeans? paid him a noble tribute, was that,
bo hud simply done his duty, -a,

' &Wtim TO t®0$A
In 1901, owing to a breakdown in health, .'Mr. Hamifeiv • 

00,11*0 to India, taking his family with him. Refine he went, 
however, the Kata! Indian community presented him, Mr-i. 
Gandhi, and bis ch ito n  with valuable gold plate and ■ 
■jeweller}”. He refused, however, to accept a sing!© item of 

. this uiunificont gift, putting it on on© side to be used for 
public purposes, should the need arise, The incident but. 
endeared him the more to the people, who realised once 
jigftin how selfless- wns-.the work that he had so modestly 
.and unassumingly undertaken. Before the Ambulance 
Oorp? left top the front, it* members had been publicly 

■entertained by the lata Sir John Robinson, then" Prime 
Minister of Natal, and on the occasion of the presentation 
y-i Mr. O undid by the Indian corn mu nicy, he addressed a

9PS®r:V' - ... •. ■* ■■ w . ' K w  vu■••■ .sy •••:• * $•■:& :\v.- ••?«■•- v -I#®.
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V  lottos- to the .organisers of the oerptnofty, in ' which, aftem 
excusing hi a rim1void able absence, ho said :---•

It wonU have given met great oleasure :, to have been 
present on the occasion of so well earned a mark of respect1 to 
i-'ns able and distinguished fellow-citizen, Mr. Gandhi, .

■ Not the less heartily do I wish all wooes# to Shis public recogin* 
t'te-n of the good work clone and the many services rendered to 
the community by-Mr. Gandhi

■ On. faia arrival in Bombay Mr, Gandhi once wore 
resumed practice, aa he then h id no intent-top of returning' 
to South Africa, believing that with the pud of the war, a 

- ■ • new. era had arrived.
BACK TO SOOTH AFBICSA

Scarcely, however, had he returned from the Calcutta 
Congress, where, under Mr. Waoha, be did some very 
useful organising work unobtrumvely, when he. received an- 
urgent telegram from Natal, peremptorily calling; him back 
to South Africa to draft the memorial*, to Mr, Chambor* 
laic, whose visit was Imminent, to take charge of the work 
required to secure.the. removal of existing -grievances and 
to place Indian affairs finally on® higher level, Withoufc a 
uioment’s hesitation, he obeyed the call of duty, and a na# 
chapter- opened in Mis life. In Natal, he- had been able .to 

. overcome official prejudice and was high in the esteem of all 
those, heads of departments and ministers with whom hv? 
..public duties brought him into contact- But when, after 
heading a deputation to Mr. .Chamberlain in Nat d, he 
was called to the Transvaal for a similar purpose, he fomod 
all officialdom hostile, and ho was refused the right to 
attend upon Mr. Chamberlain-as a member -of a depufca- 
tion of Transvaal Indians: and it was only after,, the 
utmost endeavours that be prevailed upon the Indian coja- 
inanity to send a deputation that• did not ihcl-ude him.
'Finding that the situation was becoming' rapidly.worse,.,
?,&.d being without a trained guide, the Transvaal Indians 
pressed him to remain with them, and this bent last .con­
sented to do, being admitted to practise as an Attorney 
of the Supreme Court of the Transvaal. In 19.0.3 together 
with, other communal leaders, he founded the Transvaal 
British Indian Association, of which until his final
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departure front South Africa, he, was the HofKltf&ry Secratary; 
and principal legal advisee’,

FOONiJIKG jp?-THIS jjmWW OI'IJSIOW ”
About; -the middle..of 1003, it bad occurred to him 

that, if the South African Indians were to be brought into • 
closer association with each other and with their European 
fellow-colonists, and to be politically and socially educated-, 

waa absolutely necessary to have a .newspaper, and, after 
consultation, ho provided the greater part of the capital • 
for its inauguration, with the late Mr, M. H, Nazar as 
editor, and thus the- Indirm Opinion was born. It was first 
published in English, Gujarati, Hindi and Tamil For 
various reasons it afterwards became necessary to dispense'•

, .with the Tamil and Hindi columns, But although .Mr, 
Gandhi^ had, in theory, delegated much of the work of 
conducting the paper to others, he was unremitting in his 
own efforts to make it a success. • His purse was ever open 
to make good the deficits that continually occurred owing 
to the circumstances of its production, and to its' English 
and- Gujarati columns -he contributed- month after month - 
and year alter year cut of the fund of his own'political and 
spiritual wisdom arid hi.s unique knowledge oi South 
African Indian affairs;

Towards the end of 1904, however, finding that the 
papoi- was absorbing most of the money that could'ho spared 
without* making any appreciable financial headway, he 
went bo Durban to-investigate the situation. * During the- 
journey he became absorbed in the perusal bf Buskin’s 
“  l  R*° tk*8 hist./’ and he received certain impressions that 
were confirmed whilst on a visit to some .rela tives, who 
hid 'Started a trading enterprise in an op-couiitry village,
His conclusions wore that the town conditions in which the 
paper was produced were such as almost to Compel on limit*

4 waste, to act as a check upon 'the originality and indi­
viduality of the workers, and to prevent the realisation of 
his dearest desire to so infuse the columns of-the paper 
7 ™ .,ft tolerance and persuasiveness - as to Uihg

; together .all that was best in the European ard Indian 
communities, whoso fate it was to dwell side by side -'either

■ -yy.v. y -y yy yD'-D?L$
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n.va tally hostile to or suspicious' of each other, or amicably 
eo^opsratirag in the securing of the welfare of the State and 
the'building* op, of a vtiae-admxiii«fcration of its usaets.-

the pHtssis; sms&Bj«BN'JC - j ' i  
Accordingly, he determined that the very first tiling 

■•to bo done was bo put an end to the divorce of the workers 
.'from the land, and from this determination arose what lias 
■ since lmooiae known as the Phoenix Settlement Phoenix, 
i;. situated about. 12 -ciUes from Durban, in the midst of a 

"Sugar-growing country,• and Mr. Gandhi invested his 
•savipps, in 'the purchase of an estate of about lOP acres or. 
land about two miles distant from the station, on which were 
erected the press buildings ;sod machinery,. A number ot 
selected Indians and fiktropeams wore invited to become 
settlers, and the original conditions were these— that they 
should * have entire management of ail the asset'-, of the 
pfrss, including the land itself; that each should practical­
ly VOW himself to a life of poverty., accepting no r̂aoce 
€d f ’Hs. 45); a month, expenses hemg high in South 
Ulrica * and'ah eipial share in tho profits, if any; 
that i house should be built for him, fo'r which he 
should pay when able, and in whatever iuetalmonts 
••night seem suitable to him, without interest; Gnat 
lie should have two acres of land as his own for 
cultivation, payment, being on similar perditions, and 
that he should devote himself to working for the public 
good Indian Opinion being meanwhile the mainspring of 
the work. Whilst the fundamental principles remained, 
it became necessary later, in the light of further experience, 
to modify- these -conditions. Subsequently the Fhoen-is 
-Guttlers extended the scope of their'.labours, to the task ̂ g? 
©dtobing some at least of the- children of the Ukh-ftnd-u- 
half of Indian in Booth Africa. It h  true that, in ftom- 
prison wifhtfe magnitude of the teak, only admail hegm- 
-oing was made, but this w.js principally due to the 
of qualified workers and also to the ■Aftte of the oxek^qu^r.

8E.ftVIC.il IN I’LAQUB /■ USAS _ ,
In 10.04, an outbreak of plague occurred in the Indian 

Location. Johannesburg, largely owing to gross ISgbgsrce

' ■



on 'the part of the Municipal authorities, in spite of repeated 
warnings of tbo UKnmtavy conditions prevailing, A week 
before thy- official announce meat of the- outbreak, Mr.
G anal hi sent a final warning that plague had already broken 
out, but hi.' statement was officiil> denied. When, how­
ever, a public admission of fihe existence of plague could 
no longer be withheld, but before the Municipal. authorities., 
had taken any steps; to cope with the' disease,, he at once 
organised a private hospital and nursing home, and, to­
gether with a few devoted friends, personally tended the; 
plague pi tieuts ; and this work was formally appreciated 
by the Municipal authorities, la  the same year, owing to 
arbitration proceedings between expropriated Indian stand- 
holders in the Location anti f§a Johannesburg Municipa­
lity, in which he was busily engage.1, he earned large 
■professional 1'ecs which he afterwards^;devoted in their 
entirety to public pu'poso.«„

LKAmNO A STHETOHF.il I’HAKF.K CORJM?
In 1906, a native rebellion broke out in Natal due to 

many causes, but realising that bloodshed was imminent 
and that hospital work would necessarily ensue therefrom *
Mr. Gandhi offered, on behalf of thd'Hatai Indians, a 
Stretcher Bearer Corps, which, after some delay, was 
ftceepted. Meanwhile, he had sent bis family to Phoenix, 
where be thought it was most proper that they should live, 
rather than in the dirt, noise, and restlessness of the town.
He himself volunteered to load the Corps, which was on 
active service for a month, being'- mentioned in despatches 
and publicly congratulated and thanked by the Governor 
for the valuable services rendered Each member of the 
Corps has had awarded to him the medal especially struck 
for the'occasion,- and as an indication of the manner in 
which the Transvaal Government appreciated the work 
so selflessly performed by Mr.. Gandhi and his Corps, it. 
may be noted that, together with at least three other 
members of the Corps, as well as some who belonged to cr 
helped to fife out the old Ambulance- Corps, he was filing- 

4 into gaol, to associate with criminals of the lowest type,
The work-of the Corps was, besides that of,carrying stretch-
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' "era and marching on foot behind m0UT,¥ * " ^ y .
through dense bush, sometimes thirty mi3as,a day, m tee 
midst of a savage enemy's country unarms and unprotect­
ed to perform' the task of hospital assistants and to nurse

• the wounded natives, who had been callously shot down by 
the colonial troopers, or .had been cruelly lashed by mili­
tary command. Mr. Gandhi does not like to speak his 

. mind about what he saw or 'learnt on this occasion. K.» >
• many times ho must have had searchings of conscience as 
1-0 the propriety of his allying himself, even m that mem- 
fu l capacity, with those capable of such acts o-. revo.ung 
and inexcusable brutality. However, it is well to know 
that nearly all his solicitude was exercised on bebail oi 
aboriginal native patients, and one .saw the D^wan a son

• ministering to the needs and allaying she suao,rings oi, 
some-of the mast undeveloped typos of humanity, whose

. odour, habits and surroundings must have been extremely 
repugnant to a man of refined tastes though Mr, Gandhi 
.himself will not admit this.

ANTI-ASIATIC LAW AND PASSIVE RESISTANCE
Scarcely had he returned to Johannesburg to resuhw 

practice (be had left his office to look after itself during 
■hiH absence), than a thunderbolt was launched by tto 
Transvaal Government by the promulgation oi the Oratt 
Asiatic Law Amendment Ordinance, whose terms 
are now familiar throughout the length enti breadth 
of India. After years of plotting und scheming, 
the anthAsiatics of the Transvaal, having first secured 
the willing services of an administrative depart- 
moot anxious to find an excuse for the continuance 
of its own existence, compelled the capitulation oi the 

.. executive itself with the a foremen tinned result, Mr. 
Gandhi at, once realised what was afoot, and understood, 
immediately that, unless the Indian community adopted a 
decided attitude of protest, which would ue backed up, it 
necesmry, by resolute action, the whole Indian ̂ population 
of South Africa was doomed, and he accordingly took ;

. counsel with tho leading members of the community, who„\ 
agreed that the measure must be fought to the bitter one.

• H  f)  K, GANDHI a



'Mr. Gandhi Is chiefly respb'nsiftle for the initiation of the 
policy of passive resistance that was so successfully carried 
■out-by the Indians of South'Africa- during the next eight 
.years. Since that day, Mi*. Gandhi's history has ' been 
painty that of the Passive Kesistauce' struggle, AU'fcnck?
■ how .foe took the oath not to submit to the Law on- the 
l i  th September, 1906; how ho went to England . with.-s. 
corn patriot -Jp the same year, ami how their vigorous plead­
ing/induced Lo'rdi Elgin to suspend the operation of the 
objectionable piece of legislation: bow, when the law 

’finally received the Royal assent, he; threw hi|w»lf into the 
forefront of the fight, and, by speech., pen, ami exattiple, 
'inspired the whole yomxmiwity to maintain an adaman*
•tine front to the attach that was being made upon 
•the very foundations of its religion, its national honour, 
its racial self-respect, its manhood. Ho one was, there- 
’fore, surprised when, at: the end ot I9Q7, Mr. Gandhi : 
was wrested, together with..a number of other leaders, 
and consigned. to gaol! or how, when .he heard that some 
of hie friends in Pretoria had been sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment with hard labour, the maximum 
penalty, he pleaded with the Magistrate to impose the 
. penalty-upon him too, as he had been' the acknowledged 
-leader and inspirer of the opposition rgainst this Law. To 
-him it was a terrible shock that- his followers wore being 
more harshly treated than he himSelf, and it was with 
bowed head and deep humiliation that he left the court, 
■sentenced to two months" simple imprisonment only, 
Happily, the Government realised the seriousness of the 
-situation, and after three weeks’ imprisonment of the 
■loading passive resisters, General SJmuta opened negotia­
tions. with them, and a compromise was effected between 
him and the Indian community, partly written, partly 
verbal, whereby voluntary registration, which 'had been re­
peatedly offered, was accepted conditionally upon the I.rw 
being subsequently repealed. This promise of repeal was 
made personally to Mr. Gandhi by General Smuts in the 
■.presence of official witnesses. When, shortly afterwards 
■Mr. Gandhi was nearly killed by a few of his' more lafcaii*

r
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campaign of the Indian women whose marriages had been 
dishonoured by a fresh decision of She Supreme Court at 
the instigation of the Government, the awakening of the 
free and indentured labourers all over Natal, the tremen- 
tftms strikes, the wonderful and historic strikers’ march of 
oroteet into the Transvaal, the horrible scenes enacted later 
hj the effort to crush the strikers and compel them to 
„0gumB work, the wrest and imprisonment of the 
wincipal leaders and of hundreds— many thousands 
1 ... ,t- the rank and file, the enormous Indian mass 
meetings held in Durban, Johannesburg, and other 
pa- ts of the Union, tbe fierce and passionate indignation 
aroused in India, the large sums of money poured 
into South Africa from all parts of the Motherland, Lord 
Hard in ge’s famous speech at Madras, in which he placed 
himself at the head of Indian public opinion and his 
demand for a. Commission of Inquiry, the energetic; efforts 
of Lord AmpthilVs Committee, the hurried intervention of 
the "Imperial authorities, the appointment over the heads 
of the I ndian community of a Commission whose personnel 
could not satisfy the Indians, the discharge from prison of 
the leaders whose advice to ignore the Commission was- 
almost universally accepted, the arrival of Messrs. Andrews 
and Pearson and their wonderful work of reconciliation,
■'•he deaths of Harbat Singh and Valliamma, the strained 
position relieved only by the interruption of the second 
Furopean strike, when Mr. Gandhi, as on an earlier occa­
sion undertook not to hamper the Government whilst 
they had their hands full with the fresh difficulty and 
whon it had been dealt with, the entirely new spirit of 
friendliness, trust, and co-operation that was found to 
have been created by the moderation o f tbe great Indian 
Fader and the loving influence spread around him by Mr. 
Andrew* as ho proceeded with his great Imperial mission,

AU these things ore of recent history, as are the 
favourable recommendations of the Commission  ̂ on 
■practically every .point referred to it; and out of which 
Passive Resistance had arisen, the adoption pi the Com ■ 
iatoiouV Ileport in its entirety by. the Government, the

< S X i M  ■ . .,Vr. I  ... ■" . . . . . .



m "  m  n . & :
■it; K, GANDHI /  19

introduction and passing into law of the Indians’
Relief A.ot, after lengthy and remarkable debates 
hi both Houses or the Legislature, the ooerespond- 
»nco be!\vM.ti Mr. Gandhi and General Smuts, 
in which the '(attar undertook, on behalf of the 
•Government, to carry through the admiohufative reform?: 
that were not covered by the new Act, and the final letter 
•of-'the ■.Indian p<otagonisfc of Passive Resistance— formally 
announcing the conclusion of the struggle and sotting 
forth the points upon ■which Indians would sooner or later, 
hav© to be satisfied before the;/ could acquire complete 
equality of civil status— and the scenes of his departure 
f..r bis be'over! Motherland, enacted throughout the 
country, wherein the deaths and sufferings of the Indian 
vaarty) >•', Kagop'oan, Narayaimsamy, Harbat Singh and 
Vallwinm?*, ware justified and sanctified to the world.

■ Mil AND MRS. UANXHIJ IK 1.0X1)03?
Faithful to his instinct for service, Mr. Gandhi hurried 

to England, where ho heard that G ot hale was critically >11, 
and arrived, on the outbreak of the Great War, to find 
that his friend was slowly recovering from the almost fatal 
attack that had overwhelmed him;. Here, too, his sense of 
responsibility revealed itself. He recognised' that it was 
India’s duty, in the hour of the Empire’s trial, to do oil in 
her power to help, and he at once set about the fort&ation 
of the Indian Volunteer Ambulance Corps in London, 
enrolling himself and his devoted wife, who ' had herself 
been barely snatched from the jaws of death but a few 
weeks earlier, amongst the members. But the years of 
strain, his uegject of his own physical well-being,, ard his 
addiction to long fasts as a means to spiritual purification, 
had undermined a never very robust constitution, and his 
condition became so serious that private and official 
friend# insisted 'upon his proceeding immediately with 
Mrs. Gandhi, to India.

RETURN TO THE MOTH KULAK D
Sindh hk arrival in hie Motherland, at. Hie'beginning 

of 191 5, his'movements have been much in the popular 
eye. His progress through India,, from the day ©* Ah*



4 0  M . Kv G a N D H i
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public landing and welcome at the Apollo Bunder, was in 
the nature of a veritable triumph, marred only by the sud­
den death of his beloved teacher, Qopal Krishna Gok'hcle. 
who had sacrificed health and life itself upon the altar of 
his country'a welfare,

The Government of India marked their appreciation 
, of Mr. Gandhi’s unique services by recommending him for 
I the Kaiser-i-Hind gold medal, which was conferred upon 
| him by the King Emperor amongst the 11)15 New Tear 

Honours, To Gofcktile he had given a promise to make no 
public utterance on Indian affairs until at least a year had 
passed, and lie had visited the principal centres of public 
life in India, This promise, which was faithfully kept, was 
exacted, because Gokhale, hoping to see in him his own 
successor, had been somewhat disturbed by the very 
advanced views expressed by Mr. Gandhi, in the proscribed 
pamphlet, Rind Swaraj, whose pages, we now know, 
ware written to show the basic similarity of civilisation tjbe- 
world over, the superiority of* India for the particular 
Indian phase of that civilisation, and the stupidity of the- 
barriers of luxury erected by the modern Industrial civili­
sation of the West, that constantly separate man from man 
and make him a senseless machine drudge, and that threat­
en to invade that holy Motherland that stands in his ayes 
for the victory of spirit over matter. He had condemned 
some things of which he bad disapproved, in Gokhale's 
opinion, somewhat hastily', and the older man had thought 
that, after an absence from India of so many years, during 
which he had perhaps idealised certain phases of Indian 
life, a year’s travel and observation would be a useful 
corrective. Which of the two, if either, has correctly 
diagnosed the situation, time alone can show,

SATYAGBABASHBAfil
Mr, Gandhi, however, made bis headquarters at 

Abmedabad, the capital of his own Province of Gujarat 
and here he founded his Satyagrahashrarn* where be is 
endeavouring to train up from childhood public servants 
upon a basis of austerity of life and personal subordination

* For a full account of the Ashram, see appendix.
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to the common good, the members supporting themselves 
by work at the hand-loom or other manual labour.

TS/kVfSbS tJ«’  IJfDIA
True- to his promise to Gokhnle, Mr, Gandhi, 

on his return to India, started on an extensive tour 
through the country. Though his idea was moral}- to 
visit every place of importance and acquaint him seif 
thoroughly with, the conditions of the country and thus 
Acquire first-hand knowledge of men and things, he had 
•of course to speak wherever-he want, H© was- given a Warm 
and enthusiastic welcome at every station and the magnifi­
cent demonstrations in his honour bore eloquent testi­
mony to the great regard in  which hie countrymen have 
always bold .him. Mr, Gandhi accepted these marks of 
affection and respect with his accustomed grace, but 
•spoke out lu's mind on every subject, as the occasion 
-demanded. One characteristic feature of these speeches is 
that Mr. Gandhi seldom repeats second-hand opinions and 
his views on every subject; are, therefore, refreshingly 
-original. Undeterred by fear or any exaggerated sens© of 
conventional respectability he- retains his independence, 
indifferent to the applause or contumely of his listeners, 
'Speaking at the Students’ Hal!, College Square,'Calcutta, 
in March 1915, when tbs Hon. Mr, Lyon presided he 
said with reference to

ANARCHICAL CRIMES t
Whatever his personal views were,he must way that misguid­

ed zeal that resorts to dacoities and assassinations cannot be 
productive of any good. These dacoities and assassinations 
are. absolutely a foreign growth in India. They cannot taka 
root here and cannot be a permanent institution here. 
History proves that assassinations have done no good. The 
•religion of this country, the Hindu religion, is abstention 
from “ himsa,” that is taking animal life. That is, he believes 
the guiding principle of all religions. The Hindu religion 

.;says that even the evil-doer should not be hated. It says that 
nobody has any right to kill even the evil-doer. These assassina­
tions are a western institution and the speaker warned-hie 
hearers against these western method* and western evils.

I,OYAT/FY TO THE BRITISH HA,I 
At the Madras .Law .1 firmer in April of' the same year 

he- observed in proposing (at the request of the President

■f M • ( c y
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the Hon, Mr. Corbett, the Advocate-General) the toast 
of the British Empire :•—

Am a passive resister I discovered that a passive resistor 
has to make good his claim to passive resistance, no matter 
under what circumstances he finds himself, and I discovered 
that the British Empire had certain ideals with which I have 
fallen in love, and one of those ideals is that every subject ,o< 
the British Empire has the freest scope possible for his energies 
and honour and whatever he thinks is due to his conscience 1 
think that this is true of the British Empire, as it is not true of 
any other Government. (Applause) I feel, as you here perhaps 
know, that I am no lover of any Government and I have more 
than once said that that Government is best which governs mast.
And I have found that it is possible for me to be governed least 
tinder the British Empire, Hence my loyalty to the British 
Empire. (Loud applause).

ADDRESS TO THE STUDENTS
Addressing the students of Madras at the Y. M„ C, A, 

when the Hon, Mr. (now the Rt, Hon,) V . S, Srinivasa. 
Saistri presided, he pointed out

I am and I have been a determined opponent of modern 
civilisation. ’ I want you to turn your eyes to-day upon what 13 
going on in Europe and if you have come to the conclusion that 
Europe is to-day groaning under the heels of the modern cmhsa- 
iion then you and your elders will have to think, twice before 
yon can emulate that civilisation in our Motherland, But 
have bean told, ‘ How can we help it, seeing that our rulers 
bring that culture to our Motherland.” Ho not make any mis­
take about it at all, I do not for one moment believe that it is 
for any rulers to bring that culture to you, unless you are pre­
pared to accept it, and if it be that, the rulers bring that culture 
before us, I think that we have forces witbm ourselves to enable 
us to reject that culture without having to reject the rulers 
themselves.

He concluded :—
I aily'myself to the British Government, because I believe 

that it is possible forme to claim equal partnership with every 
subject of the British Empire. 1 to-day claim that equal 
n-irtriership. I do not belong to a subject race. I do not cal 
my self a subject race. (Appiame). Bat there is thisthmg; it 
is nofc for the British Governors to *we you, it is foi you to take 
the thing. I want and I cm  take, the thing. 1 hat I want only 
by discharging toy obligations. Max Muller has told us, wa­
nted not go to Max Muller to interpret our own rd«g«on--but 
he aays, our religion consists m four letters H-u-t-y <«jd no 
in the five letters ‘ R-bg-h-t”  And if you relieve that all that
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we wai.it can flow from a better discharge of our duty, then 
think always of your duty and fighting along those lines you 
will have rid fear of any man, you will fear only God.

uNVEiLtsy; a it , g o k h a l b ’s pu  St r a it  .

In May Mr. Gandhi -went to visit some cities in the- 
south where he discoursed on social reform and -the Vexed 
question of unto usability which is somewhat rampant o» 
the banks of the Kaveri and its environs. He spoke with 
characteristic candour somewhat, to the chagrin of t|p 

* orthodox.
Later he was invited to Bangalore to unveil t.ho 

portrait of Mr, Gokhale, when he made a brief and highly 
suggestive speech:—

I saw in the recitation,—the beautiful recitation
that was given to me*—that' God is with them whose 
garment was dusty and tattered. My thoughts imrne- 

. diately went to the end of my garment; I examined 
.and found that it is not dusty and it is not tattered; it is fairly 
spotless and olean. God is not in me. There are other condi- 
ticna attached; but in these conditions too I may fail; and you, 
my dear countryman, may also fufl; and if wo do tend this 
well, we should not dishonour the memory of one whose por­
trait you have asked me to Unveil this morning. I have deciav- 
ed myself his disciple in the political field and I have him as . 
my Raja Guru s'and ibis I claim on behalf of the Indian people.
It was in 1896 that .1 made this declaration, and I do cot, regret 
having made the choice.

Later In.the .year be. presided over the anniversary 
function at the Gurukul and spoke in Hindi pc the mean* 
sag ot true Swadeshisua, .the doctrine of Ahimsa and other- 
kindred topics.

HINDU- UN iVKRSm ' SPSSQH

On Fab, 4, 14> i 6, he attended the Hindu' UhiVemfcy 
celebrations and delivered an address which unfortunately- 
was intercepted. But the regrettable incident of which far 
too much was made, revealed tho hold that he possesses 
upon the esteem and affection of his countrymen, for his 
version of what transpired was generally accepted. Since' 
then Mr. Gandhi has been taking a prominent part in fch© 
building-up of the Indian nation along his own peculiar 
lines. For, he leaches both by precept and by example

i f v l l  >  ;  ( f i T
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Eat he goes his own way, untrammelled by precedent, 
carefully analysing the criticism to which he is naturally 
subjected, holding himself answerable, however, to his own 
conscience alone For be ds of the prophets, and not 
■merely of the secondary interpreters of life.

The same month he came to Madras and on the 10tb 
•*poke on Social Service to a large audience presided over 
by Mrs. Whitehead. On the 14th he spoke on Swadeshi 
before the Missionary Conference arid a couple of days 
later gave a lucid account oF his Satyagrahsishiam to a 
large gathering of students in the precincts of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, Madras, the Hon. Bev, G. 
Pittendrigh of the Christian College presiding. He then 
went back to Ahmedabad to look after his Ashram. Late 
iu the year on December 22, he made a remarkable speech 
on “  Economic versus Moral Progress ” at the Muir Central 
College. Allahabad, Mr. Stanley Joyous presiding. The 
address contains some of his most mature and thoughtful 
reflections on life, and both in style and sentiment is one 
of the most characteristic of Mr. Gandhi’s utterances.

M R . GAN DH I IN  CH AM PA M N

Then came the Chain par an incident which has since 
become historic. In the Lucknow Congress of December 
1918 Mr, Gandhi, though pressed by some of the citizens 
of Behaia declined' to talk about the grievances of the 
labourers in the Behar plantations without first-hand 
knowledge of the real state of affairs. Thin be resolved to 
acquire soon after the Congress session : nnd in response 
to an insistent public demand, to it quire into the 
conditions under which Indians work m the indigo 
plantations, Mr Gandhi was in H utf^uptr cm the 
15th April 1017,' whence ho took the mid day trspn tor 
Mofeihari. Next day he was served with a notice from the 
Champa ran District Magistrate to quit tho district by 
the next available train ” as his presence will endanger 
the public peace and may load to serious disturbance which 
may be accompanied by loss of life But the local 
authorities in issuing this mandate counted without the 
host. For Mr. Gandhi, who had initiated the tassrre
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Eosigbancu Movement xte South Africa, replied in ■>. way 
that did net surprise ito;o who bad known him :-— 1, ,

Out of a ueosa of public responsibility, I feel it t> be ray 
duty to s-ay that I am uaaple to leave this district, but if it so 
pleases the authorities, i shall submit to the order fey suffering 
the penalty of disobedience.

I most emphatically repudiate the Commissioner's sugges­
tion that '* my object is likely, to be agitation,” My desire ie 
purely and simply for “ a genuine search. For knowledge." and 
this I shall continue to satisfy so long as I am left free,,

Mr. Gandhi appeared before the .District! Magistrate 
on the 18th,' when -be .presented’ a statement. -Finding that 
the cjiae was likely to be unnecessarily prolonged be pleaded 
.guilty and the judgment was deferred -pending instruction's 
from higher authorities. The rest of the story' is pretty 
familiar. The higher authorities subsequently issued 
•instructions not to proceed with the prosecution, 
while a commission of enquiry was at. once instituted to 
enquire into the conditions of the Rehar labourers with 
Mr, Gandhi as a member of that body. As usual, Mr,
■Gandhi worked in perfect harmony with the other 
members and though with the findings of his own private 
•enquiry he could have raised a storm of indignant agita­
tion against the scandals of -the plantations, he refrained 
•from-using his influence-and knowledge for a merely vin­
dictive and vainglorious cry.- lie worked quietly, with 
mo thought of himself, but absorbed in the need for reme­
dial measures-* and when in,December 1917 the Ohamparaa 
Agrarian Bill was moved in the Behar Legislative Coun­
cil, the Hon. Mr. : Maude made a frank statement of the 
•scandals which necessitated an enquiry by a Commission 
and acknowledged Mr. Gandhi's services, in these hand­
some terms:—

It is constantly asserted, and I have myself often beard if 
•said, that there is in reality nothing wrong or rotten in. the: 
state of affairs ; that all concerned are perfectly happy so long 
as they ->re left alone, and that, it'Is only when outside influences 
and agitators come in that any trouble is experienced, I 
Submit that this contention, is altogether untenable in the light 
of the history of the last fifty years. What is it we. Had. on 
each individual occasion when fresh attention has been, at 
.remarkably short intervals, drawn once more to the conditionsmm  22154
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of the production of t,he indigo plant? We do not find on each, 
occasion that some fresh little matter has gone wrong which 
can be msrily adjusted, but we find on every occasion alike that 
it is the system itself, which is condemned as being inherently 
wrong and impossible* and we see also repeated time after time 
the utter futility of bringing the matter to any lasting or satis­
factory settlement by the only solutions that have so far been 
attempted, namely*'an enhancement of the price .paid for indigo 
and. a reduction of the tenant's burden by reducing the limit ot 
the proportion of his land which he would be required to earmark 
for indigo cultivation. Repeatedly those expedients have been 
tried—repeatedly they have failed to effect a lasting solution, 
partly because they could not be universally enforced, but 
chiefly because no thinking can set right a system which is in- 
itself inherently rotten and open to abuse.

The planters of course could not endure this. They 
took occasion to indulge in the most rapid and unbecoming 
attacks on Mr, Gandhi, One Mr, Irwin earned an 
unenviable notoriety by writing all sorts of. scurrilous- 
attacks touching personalities which have nothing to do 
with the subject of enquiry. Columns of such stuff appear­
ed in the pages of the Pioneer : but Mr. Gandhi with a 
quiet humour replied in words which should have made the 
soul of Irwin penitent, The controversy on Mr, Gandhi’s 
clruss and Mrs, Gandhi’s stall-keeping reveals the character 
of the two men, Mr, Irwin, fussy, vindictive, violent, ill- 
tempered, writhing like a wounded snake in anger and1 
agony, and Mr. Gandhi secure in his righteousness, 
modest, quiet, strong and friendly with no malice's and 
untainted by evil passions.

TICE CONGBKS8-1,MODE SCHEME
By this time Mr, Gandhi, had made the Ouzerat;

Sabha a well-equipped organisation for effective seek! 
service, When in August 1.917 it was announced i W t Mr. 
Montagu would be in India in connection with the scheme 
of Post-War Reforms the Gozerat Sabha under the direc­
tion of Mr, Gandhi devised in November the admirable 
scheme of a monster petition in connection with the Con­
gress League Scheme, The idea and the movement alike 
were opportune. Mr, Gandhi himself undertook the work 
in his province of Ouzemfc and carried it out with eharac 
teristic thoroughness, The suggestion was taken up by

' ;'.'GV ■■ .. . I
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the Congress'and the Home Rule League .*|S the piles of 
books containing the monster signatures were duly, present­
ed to Mr, Montagu at Delhi.

Meanwhile.Mr, Gandhi was not idle. On the l'?fch- 
September he'presided over the Bombay Co-operative Con­
ference, On Nov. 3, he delivered a' remarkable address as 
president of the Goaerafe Political Conference and later, of 
the Guzerat Educational Conference. fthen eteso the 
Congress week in Calcutta in December and h© presided. 
over the First Session of the Social Service League when 
he made a striking speech.

Mr, Gandhi has always travelled in the third class in 
al! bis journeying* and the grievances of the third-class 
passengers are driven home in this address to the Social 
Service League. But even before this he had already sent, 
a letter to the press on the .subject on the 25th -September,.
1917, in -which he gave a vivid and true account of the 
woes of the third-class passengers,

FAMINE IN THE NAIRA DISTRICT
After hia return from the Calcutta Congress of Dee,

1917, Mr. Gandhi was occupied in connection with the 
famine in the Ivaira district. The facts of the story can 
bo easily told in Mr. Gandhi’s own words uttered at a, 
meeting in Bombay on Feb 5, 1918,

The ( responsibility for .the notice issued by the G.uaerat 
Babha of Afamedahad was bis, and nobody expected that the 
Government would misinterpret the objects of the notice. The 
Guzerat -Sabha had sufficient proof of the-plight of the people 
in the Kaira District and that the people were oven obliged to 
sell their cattle to pay taxes, and the notice wa» issued .to 
console those so staring front hardships. The Sabha’s request 
was to suspend the collection of dues till negotiations were 
over. If the Commissioner of the Division had not been angry 
with -the deputation and had calked .to them. .politely, such 
orises would hot have happened-. He fully expected that the 
deputation which would wait on the Governor would be -able' 
to explain the situation to His .Excellency and the oeopla's 
ea'u.se would succeed in the end. Public men had every right 
to advise the people of their rights. He trusted that those who 
had given the people the right advice would stand hv them 
and would not. hesitate to undergo hardships in order to* sec are 
justice. .
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The first and la st principle of passive resistance wthat 

we should not inflict hardships on others but put up with them 
ourselves in order to get justice, and the (Government need not 
fear anything if we make up our .mind as we arc bant on 
getting sheer justice from it and nothing else. We can have 
two weapons on occasions like this:—Revolt or passive resist­
ance, and my request is for the second remedy always- In 
order to remove distress through which the (Tuzerat people 
are passing, it is my firm conviction that if” we tell the truth to 
the Government, it will ultimately be convinced and if we are 
firm in our resolve, the Kaira District people shall suffer 
wrongs no more. *

INTEREST IN SOUTH AFRICA
In spite of ail these activities in India, Mr. (Sandhi 

has not forgotten the scene of his' early labours. His 
South African friends and fellow'workers are always dear 
to him. I n a communication to the .Indiov»\ Opinion he 
wrote under date 15th December, 1917 :—

When I left South Africa, I had fully intended to writ© to 
my Indian and English friends there from time to time, but I 
found my lot in India to be quite different from what X had 
■expected It to be, I had. hoped to be able to have comparative 
peace and leisure but I have been irresistibly drawn Into many 
activities. I hardly cope with them and local daily corre­
spondence. Half of my time is passed in the Indian trains. My 
.South African friends will, I hope, forgive me for my apparent 
neglect of them. Let me assure them that-not a day has pass­
ed.'* but I have thought of them and their kindness. South 
African associations can never be effaced from ray memory.

I note, too, that our people in South Africa are nor. yet free 
from difficulties about trade licences and leaving certificates.
My Indian experience has confirmed the'opinion that there is 
no Comedy like passive resistance against such evils, The com­
munity has to exhaust milder remedies but I hope that it will 
not allow the sword of passive resistance to get rusty. It is 
our duty whilst the terrible war lasts to be satisfied- with pet? ■ 
tiom. etc., for the desired relief but T. think the Government 
should know that.the community will not rest until tho ques­
tions above mentioned fi re uafcinfucfconJy solved, ft is but right 
that t should also warn the community against dangers from 
■within. I hear from those who return from South Africa iha» 
we are bv ho means free of those who are engaged in {jttioit 
traffic. We, who seek justice, must be above suspicion, and̂  1 
hop» that our iead&fs will not. rest till they have urgeJ the- 

. community of internal defects.
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AjiMEDABAB MIL}, JSTHfKi;
Passive Resistance in some form or other has always 

beeo Mr, Gandhi’s final panacea for all ailments in 
tise body politic, He has appliefl it with resolute 
courage, and has at least as. of ten succeeded as he* has 
undoubtedly failed, But success or failure in the pursuit 
of a righteous cause is seldom the determining factor, 
with men of Mr, Gandhi's moral stamina, When in March 
1918 the rail] hands at Abmedabad went or. strike, Mr, 
Gandhi was requisitioned to settle the dispute between the 
millowners ami the workmen. He was guiding the latter 
to a successful settlement of their wages when some of 
them betrayed a sense of weakness and despair; and 
demoralisation was apprehended. A t a critical, stage in 
the crisis Mr, Gandhi and Miss Aimsuyabkai took the vow 
of fast. This extreme action on the part of Mr. Gandhi 
was disquieting to friends and provoked some bitter copy 
meats from the unfriendly. He, of course, would he the 
last person to resort to such a method of forcing the mill- 
owners by appealing to their sense of pity, knowing that 
they were his friends and admirers He explained the 
Circumstances in a statement issued subsequently

I am not aorry for the vow, but with the belief that I Lave 
I would have bseti unworthy of the truth undertaken by me if 
I had done anything less. Before I took the vow I knew that 
there wore serious defects about it. For me to take such a 
vowro order to a fleet in any shape or form the decision of the 
nnliowners would be a cowardly injustice done to them, and 
m *  would so prove myself unfit for the friendship which l  
ead the privilege of enjoying with some of them. I knew that I 
ran tae risk of. being misunderstood. I could not prevent my fast 
from aheotipg iny decision. 1 hat knowledge moreover put a 
responsibihty onme which I was ill-able to bear, From now 
1 disabled myself from gaining concessions for the men which 
ordinarily m a struggle such as this I would be entirely justified 
in securing. I knew, too, that i would have to he satisfied with 
jhe minimum I oouiu got. from the mtHowner& and'with a fiilfll- 
meet ol tirn letter of the men’s vow rather than its spirit and so 
uath it happened, f put, the defects of iny vow in one seals and 
kte merits oi it m the other, There are hardly any acts of human 
hemgs winch are free from all taint. Mine r w  * 
exceptionally tainted, but better the ignomhi, o fT a v S  
unworthily compromised by my vow the position and iudepen-



§ L
d©nee of the mill-owners th in that it should ba said by pos­
terity that 10,000 man .had suddenly broken the vow whioh they 
had for over twenty days solemnly taken and repeated in :he 
name of God. I am fully convinced that no body of men can 
make themselves into u nation or perform, great tasks unless 
they"become as true us steel and unless their promises come 
to be regarded by the world like the law of the Modes and 
Persians, inflexible, and unbreakable, and whatever may btt the 
verdict of friends, so far as I can think % present, on given 
occasions, I should not hastate in future tv repeat the humble 
performance which I have taken the liberty of describing in the 
communication.

DKJ.UJ WAR CONFERENCE
Mr. Gandhi waa one of those invited to attend the 

X>e]bi War Conference in April 1913. At first he refined 
to participate in the discussions on the .ground that Mr. 
Tilth, .Mrs. Besant and the Ali Brothers were not invited 
bo the Conference. He however waived the objection at 
the pressing invitation personally conveyed by H, Jfi. the 
Viceroy in an interview. At the Oonforence he apehe 
briefly,* supporting' the loyalty resolution.'  ̂ He explained 
fcis position more clearly in a communique issued by him 
soon after the Conference. He pointed oat:—:

j recognise that in the hour of its danger we must give, as 
we have decided to give, ungrudging and. unequivocal support
to the .Umpire of which we aspire in the near future to be 
nartnera In the same sense as the Dominions Overseas, -out it 
fs the simple truth that our response is due to the expectation 
that our goal will be reached aU the more speedily. On that 
account even as ..performance - of duty automatically confers a 
corresponding right, people are entitled to beueve taat the 
imminent reforms alluded to in your speech will embody the 
main mineral principles of the Congress-League scheme, ano I 
am sure tffet it is this faith which has enabled many members 
of the Conference -to tender to the Government their tuJ-hea.'fcrd 
co-operation. If I could make my countrymen, retrace their 
steps, I would make them withdraw all the Congress resolutions 
S n o t  whisper ‘‘ Horns Rule ” or “ Rejournble Goyermmmt 
during the pendency of the War. I would make India offer all 
her able-bodied sons as a sacrifice to the limpire at its critical 
moment and I. know that Udia, by this very act, Would become 
the most favoured partner in the .Empire ami racial disvmcuonN 
would become a thing of the past But practical, y the whoi.e 
of educated India has decided to take a less effective course, and 
it i*’ no longer possible to say that educated India-does not 
exercise anyiMuenoe-on the masses.

\ ® | jg  .30 M, K. GANDHI ^
— ^



I feel sure that nothing less than a definite vision of Home 
Rule to be realised in the shortest possible time will satisfy the 
Indian p-aople, I know that there are many in India who 
consider no sacrifice is too great in order to achieve the end, 
and they are wakeful enough to realise that they must be 
e-pialiy prepared to sacrifice themselves for the Empire in which 
they hope and desire to reach their final status. It follows then 
that we dan hut accelerate our journey to the goal by silently 
and simply devoting ourselves heart and soul to the work of 
delivering the Empire from the threatening danger. It will ho 
a national suicide not to recognise this elementary truth. We 
roust perceive that, if we servo to save the Empire, wo have in 
that very act secured Home Rule.

Whilst, therefore, it is clear f;o me that we should give to 
the Empire every available man for its defence, t fear that I 
cannot say the same thing about the financial assistance,, My 
iotimate.intercourse with the raiyats convinces me that India 
has already donated to the Imperial Exchequer beyond her 
capacity. I know that, in malting this statement, I am voicing 
the opinion of the majority of my countrymen.

It is interesting to note that'even so early as this 
Mr, Gandhi, foreshadowed his views on the Khilafaf. 
question of which we shall hear so much indeed in the 
subsequent pages, Mr, Gandhi wrote these words in a letter 
to the Viceroy :

Lastly, I would like you to ask His Majesty’s Ministers to 
give definite assurance about the Muhammadan States. j  am 
sure you know that every Muhammadan is deeply interested in 
them. As a Hindu I cannot be indifferent to their cause. Their 
sorrows must be our sorrows. In the most scrupulous regard 
for the rights of those States and tor-the Muslim sentiment as to 
the places of worship and in your just and timely treatment of 
the Indian claim to Home Rule lie the safety of the Empire. I 
write this, because I love the English nation and I wish to 
evoke in every Indian the loyalty to Englishman,

LORD WULLINCDON AND HOME RULERS
On June 10, 1918, Lord Wiliingdon, then Governor 

of Bombay, presiding over the Bombay War Conference, 
happened to make an unfortunate reference to Homo 
Rulers. Mr. Tilak who was on the. war-path resented what 
ha deemed an unwarranted insult to Home Rulers and 
instantly launched on a downright political oration. His 
Excellency ruled him out of order and one by one the 
Home Rulers left Jh® Conference, Mr. Gandhi was asked

m -  . < s i .
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- - to preenis over the protest meeting in Bombay held-. oa 
tile 36fch June, lie  spoke m follows :—

Lord ■ WiJlingdoii has .presented them wlifi-the expression. 
Home Bata Leaguers distinguished from Home Balers. I can­
not- conceive the existence of an Indian who is not a Home 
Ruler; but there are millions like myself who are -not 
Horn© Rule Leaguers. Although I am not a member ofa tF  
Home Rule League I wish to pay on this auspicious day my 
humble tribute to numerous Home Rule Leaguers .whoso associa­
tion ! have ever sought .in my work and which has been 
extended to roe ungrudgingly. I have found many of them to 
be.capable of any sacrifice for the sake of the Motherland.

AKDttOlTtJJG ifQ® THlJ WAB
Mr. Gandhi did a great .deal to stimulate recruiting 

for the war. Though he did not hesitate to criticise the 
bureaucracy for individual acts of wrong, he went about 
in the Districts of1 Kama calling for recruits. Time and. 
again he wrote to-the press urging the need for volunteers 
and he constantly -spoke to the educated and the illiterate 
alike on the necessity for joining the Defence Force,, 
On one Occasion he said in i£nira where, he had'conducted 
■Satyegraha on an extensive-scale •

You have successfully demonstrated how yon -can 
resist Government with civility, and how yon can re­
tain your own respect without.' hurting theirs. I now 
place before you an opportunity of proving that yon- 
bear no hostility to Government in spite of your strenuous fight 
with them.

You are all Home Rulers, some of you are member*; o f • 
Home Rule Leagues., One meaning of Home rule Jr that we 
should become partners of the Empire. To-day wo are a subject 
people. We do not enjoy all the rights of Englishmen We 
are not to-day partners of the Empire as are Canada, South 
Africa and Australia. We are a Dependency. We want the- 
rights of Englishmen, and we aspire to l>o as much partners of 
the Empire as the Dominions Oversea*. We wish for the time 
when we-may aspire to the Viceregal office. To bring such a 
state of things we should have the ability to defend ourselves, 
that is the ability to bear arms and to use them. As long as 
we have to look to Englishmen for our defence, -as.long as we 
are not free from the fear of the military, so long we cannot be 
regarded as equal partners with Englishmen. It, therefore, be­
hoves os to learn the use of arms and to acquire the ability to- 
defend ourselves. If we want to learn the use of arras with the- 
greatest possible despatch, it is our duty to enlist ourselves ir*. 
the Army.

W' ■ GC/f'0\ •
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The easiest and the atraightest way to win Swarajya, 
said Mr. Gandhi, is to participate in the defence of the 
Empire. This argument, doubtless, went home, and he 
appealed in the following words: —

There are 600 villages in the Kaira District. Every village 
has on an average a population of over 1,000. If every village 
gave at least twenty men the Kaira District would be able to 
raise an army of 12,000 men. The population of the whole 
district is seven lakhs and this number will then work out at 17 
per cent.—a rate which is lower than the death-rate, if we are 
not prepared to make even this sacrifice for the Empire and 
Swara-jya, it is ho wonder if we are regarded as unworthy of it.
If every village gives at least twenty men they will return from 
the war and 1>© the living bulwarks of their village. If they 
fall on the battle-field, they will immortalise themselves, their 
villages and their country and twenty freshmen will follow 
suit and offer themselves for national defence.

THE MONTAGU REFORMS
We have noticed how Mr, Gandhi hook a leading part 

in the agitation for post-war reforms and how his idea of a 
monster petition was taken up by every political bod y of 
importance in the country. It must, however, be noted 
with regret that his enthusiasm for the reforms was not 
kept up as he was absolutely engrossed in other affairs, On 
the publication of the Joint Report in July 1918, Mr,
Gandhi wrote to the Servant of India at the request of the 
Hon.^Mr. (now the Rt. Hon.) Y, S. S. Sastri for an ex­
pression of opinion:—

No scheme of reform can possibly benefit India that doe- 
not recognise that the present administration is top-heavw and 
ruinously expensive and for me even law, order and 'sdld 
government would be too dearly purchased If the price to be 
paid for it is to be the grinding poverty of the masses. The 
watchword ol our Reform Councils will have to bo not, the 
increase of taxation for the growing needs of a growing country, 
but a decrease of financial burdens that are sapping the found a ~ 
tioo ol organic growth. If tlus fundamental fact is recog- 
ruseu there need be no suspicion of our motives and 1 think! 
am perfectly safe in asserting that in every other resoeet 
British interests will be as secure in Indian hands-as they are jB their own. - aLa !U

It follows from what I have said above that we must revert 
fully p m . tor the Oong.M.-L.agM c,»im &r t a f f i t i
O S S . S J  nor owtsot ih. h W w p « t o S 1 u
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THE KOWTAJT B IL U  AND BATS'AC RAH A 
But soon there began a movement which was to tax 

the utmost energies of Mr, Gandhi, a movement fraught 
with grave consequences. The .Government of India per*
Slated in passing a piece of legislation known as the 
Rowlatt Laws which were designed to curb still farther 
what little liberty is yet postered by Indians in their own 
■country. The legislation was-presumed to be based on the 
Report of the Bowlatt Committee which announced the 
discovery of plots for the subversion of Government. 
Friends of Government, solicitors of the peaceful and well- 
ordered condition of society, warned it of the danger of 
.passing such acts which betrayed a tactless want of confi­
dence and trust in the people at a. time when Responsible 
Government was contemplated, The bill was stoutly 
opposed by the public and the press, I t  was denounced 
by every political organisation worth the name. It was 
severely and even vehemently attacked in the Imperial 
Council, Irrespective of parties, the whole country stood 
•solid- against a measure of suck iniquity. -The Hon. Mr.
Sastri and Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, and in fact 
every on© of the non ••official members condemned the bill 
as outrageous and forebode grave consequences if it should 
be passed. But Government was obstinate and the bill 
was passed in the teeth of all opposition.

Mr, Gandhi who travelled all over the country and 
•wrote and spoke with- amazing energy was not to be easily 
silenced. Every other form of constitutional agitation 
having failed he resorted as usual to bis patent— Satya- 
grabs. On February 28, 1919, he-published a momentous 
pledge which he asked his countrymen to  sign and observe 
as a covenant binding on them, The pledge ran. as 
follows: —

“ Being conscientiously of opinion that the Bills known as 
the Indian Criminal Law 1 Amendment) Bill No. 1 of 1919, and 
the Criminal Law {Emergency Powers) Bill No. II of 1919, are 
unjust,subversive of the principle of liberty and Justice, and de­
structive of the elementary fights of individuals on which the 
.safety of the comm unity as a, whole and the State itself is 
based, we solemnly affirm that in the event of these Bilk

■ ‘L S S  .■ ■ ; ’■■ v ! : ' v  V v ’; v;-' i-; L V v L iA  &
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'becoming law and. until they are withdrawn, we shall refuse 
'Civilly to. ob’ey these laws and such other laws as a committee 
to be hereafter appointed may think fit and further affirm that 
in this struggle we will faithfully follow truth and refrain from 
violence to life, person or property,**

He then started on an- extensive, tour through the 
country educating the learned and the unlearned, in 
the principles and practice of Satyagraha. At Bombay, 
Allahabad, Madras, Tanjore, Trichy, Xuiicorm and 
Kegapatam he addressed large gatherings in March. 
Sunday the 6fch April was appointed the Sutyngraba Day 
when compdeto hartal was to be observed, prayers offered 
and the vow so be taken amidst great demonstra­
tions. Delhi observed the Satyagr/tha day on the 30th, and 
there ensued a scuffle between the people and the police,
It was alleged against the Delhi people at the Railway 
Station

(1) that some of them were trying do coerce sweetmeat 
sellers into closing their stalls; (2) that some were forcibly 
/preventing people from plying tramcars and other vehicles ;
<3) that some of them threw brickbats; (4) that the whole 
■crowd that marched to the Station demanded the release of 
men who were said to he coercors and who were for that 
reason arrested at the instance of the Railway authorities;
(5) that the crowd declined to disperse when the Magistrate 
.gave orders to disperse.

Swami Sjhraddhmnanda (the well-known. Mahatma 
Munshi Bam of the Gurukula, who had taken the orders o f 
the S&nnyasi) denied the first three allegations. Granting 
tfaoy were all true fchei’e was no need, argued 
Mr. Gandhi, for the interference of the military who were 
called on to fire on the unarmed mob. But the crowd 
was completely self-possessed and though there was some 
loss of life, it spoke volumes in praise of the Delhi people 
that they conducted a meeting of 40,000 in perfect peace 
.n.d order. But the Delhi tragedy had burnt itself into 

the soul of Mr. Gindin and his friend*. The incident he 
aaid, u imposed an added responsibility upon Safcyagraius 
of steeling their hearts and going on with their struggle 
until the Rowlatt Legislation was withdrawn.” The whole 
country answored Mr. Gandhi's call in a way that was &fe


