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! ms rs an exhaustwe,..camprehensxve and thumugh-, i
A 1y up-to-date cdition of Mr. Gandhi’s Speeches |
""ki mengs rovxsed ‘and. conslderably amphﬁ,ed
e addition of a largs niumber of articles frm i
g Tm?m and Novajivan' (rendered inte Englmh‘};._;;._
e'x'néiumon of these papers havealmost doubled the |
docs ._-of the old edition and the present collectmnf”. S
ﬁs:fﬂ about 1,000 pages of well-arranged matter
thta whole period of Mr. Gandhi’s public
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"'_m lhé Colomes, hrs Jﬁ:l mpemenccs in South  Alrica,
iua pronmmcerrents on the Khaira and Lhamparan o

- Swar '_-fa' addit:onal chapters are i
! ...--_...mtabfa headings and include lns'
messages on the eve of and after the arre®ibi L
atement before the court, the trial and judgment.
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T INERODUOTION. -
. Xtappears to me unnecessary for any profatory note'
' to be ‘written to the Life and ' Speeches. of Mﬂhandas il
| Kwramehand Gandhi ; they live and spesk for  themselves.
L Personally, I have had ‘such o great shrinking f;’i_nn'j.' wiibing
. anything, during his life-time, ‘about; one whom I reverence .
2 daply, that | havo many times sefused t0 do so.' But
promise given in an uoguarded moment now claits fulfil-
; ment, and I.WIH Wri'ta'?'ef-y- brieﬂy. e
. To Mr., Gandbi, any swerving from the truth, aven
| in easual utterance, is intolerable; his  specches must be
© vead a5 stating vucompromisingly what he feols to be trua,
Thﬁyarﬂ in no sense diplomatic, or opportunist, or merely
% political,! usiug the word in 18 narrower sense. He never
pays empty eompliments : he never hesitates to suy, for the
fruth’s sake, what may be unpalatable to his audience.
| Ishrink, as L have said, out of the very reverero
' that I have for him, from writivg for the cold ‘printed
. page about bis character ; but I may perhaps not offand by
sebting down something, = however inadequate, Concerning:
- his intellectual conviotions, 1t is of the utmest impors
 tance to understand these ; because, in his case, they are; .
"held so strongly, s¢tobind fast his whole life and o "\

-\ stamp it with an originality, all its own, A
| The greatest of all these ishis conviction of the
. eternal and fandamental efficacy of whimsa, What this.
yneans to him, wilt be explained a hundred times over in tha

' hich follow, To Mr. Gandbi,—it would not
bo to say,~—aliinse is the key to all higher guizh-
' enge, 1tisthe divine life itself. Ihave nevor yetheer . i
- able to reconeile this with his own recruiting earapaign, for |
war purposes, during the year 1818, | Bub he was, himself, '
able to reconeile it ; and some day, no doubt, hewill give ' ¢




'eﬂﬂy all thasa years wil) ba Juamﬁed at la,slt ts:

v show, L omeomber bow improssed L was at the

the Faet thi t he, who a0 beon treated so disgrase:
4 8 1_n Smﬂ{h At'ma., should shﬂl retam §

: A _'jyou had rnu‘m fmh m my own eoum;ryn
i n than 1 hw ‘myself,” e said tome, * "That may ba
u mand 1 folt deoply his implied wabib b :
I have gox .-thmugh envefully ﬁha words he' amplaoyed?
f his trial, and in ‘gpite of all that he

evamty coneorning the ovil effect of

o not think that he hag actunlly

pogition which yung through all the

: from begmmng toend. Ho shill trasts,

sractor of the British people will

__p that the principle of racia) equal-

wledged in actual desd, not merely’

 is vealised, then he ia prepnrad to
m mthm ths Bﬂtx;sh Emplre.  But if  that truatis

una.tely ahattqred, then ho will feel that at last the time
'eame to sever once and for all the Bmmh eon’ "'xmn.
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M A. Summ m
\‘\HE qvane 4 lald _1

. goming andl, the days 3
Htamn, at' 6 o'olock on & 5ut.ﬁay evenmg,:|,
1908, whilst it was still broad daylight, a amatl amm
""gmup'sof dark-skinned peoplo might have beon obs
X ;Iookmg an thie divection from which the g1
_a,tal, that shops at Volksrmf', Was: 0x ek
' . dragsi hawkerz‘ Who wWore | Al pamni-
; _nwamﬂg tha 'm*riva, of one. aﬁwtwnately mgzarde& by the
; b0t ime ‘the train ateared in and  there Wi
: _ rom & aauond class cnmpam:' :
-q.ﬁtemdeﬂ byaprmomwa.rder in uniform, n small, "o
otk ackive man with onln jayes and a sexenn comutenance,
¥o was olad in the gark of a South  African native on.
sl vailitery cap, that  did wot proteet him' iro
& B _'iﬁnne, conrse jnckat. Mra.mnga. numbered bﬂckau an

o other | ghfa st .11&1'13«' marked thlck grey wuol!en gooks:
: éh But : ais plain that he was

: : apon cloger ac,mtmy on "'lwmme\
1, like those ' wi

il baﬂkﬂt’fémﬁmmng bpbkﬂ. Heo | had baen aant i}y t-h'a
. ment bo travel nearly two hundred mﬂes-' f _"'mnny-- )
| v hwt food or the ! weaus of pmcurmg ﬂ:»« s tha warde
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M. Ky GANDHI
'j"k___m-dij no fands for that '=pi1hp63a and bus for the charity of 2|

: . Buropean friend--a Government official—ho would have
" Had to starve for twenty-four hours, A brief consultation

| epsued betweon tha ‘prisoner and the warder. The latter

. appeared to realise the incongruity of the situation, for he

| bove himself towkrds the prisoner with every reasopable

s0me importance, to whom a congiderable amount of defe-
" rence should be shown, The subject of conversation’ was
| whether the prisover preferred to go by cab or to walk to
© the gaol, If the former, he (the prisoner) wonld have 60
‘L pay forit, He, however, declined the easier method of
locomotion, choosing  to walk three-quarters of a mile in
' broad day-light, iv his convict suit, to the gaol: and re-
solusely shouldering his beg, he briskly stepped out, the
advassi hawkers shamefacedly following at some distance,
 Later, he disappeared within the grim  portals of the |
| Johannesburg gaol, above which is carved, in Duteh, the
' miobko, “Unioh makes strength,” . i
| Wive yeurs have passed. On'the dusty, unduleting
. voad from  Standecton to Greylingstad, for a distange of
. threo miles, is seen o long, trailing * army " of men who,
"\ on dloser inspection, are recogmisable as Indiansof the
" laboaring clasges, to the  mumber of some two  thousand,
| Wpon questioning them, it would be found fhat they bad

wark of respeot.,  The latter was evidently a pevson of

 besn gatherad from the coal mines of < Northern Nataly o

\  aehere they had been working under indenburo, or'as “free’
 mien, liable to the £3 annual tax upon the freedom of
. 'themselvas, their wives, their sons of 16 years aad their
. daughters of thirteen, They had marched from Newcastle -
" %0 Charlestown, whence they bad crossed the border into
tho Transvaal, at  Volkseust, They were now marching
stolidly and patiently on, until they reached Tolstoy Farm,
s e Johanuesburg, or they were fArrested, as prohibi ted
 immigrants, by the (fovernment, Taus they had marched
‘for several days on a handful of rice, bread and sugar &

 dny, carvying with them 2l their fow worldly belongings,

" hopeful that, ab the end, the burden of the bated £ 8 tax
would be removed from their shoulders. They appeared




2{ ) - b e M ”K‘ f;\,qw;-];}

; o nla@e lmphmt trust in a small, hmpmg, l:parpﬁ, bub dogggd
nan, coarsely dnsse'

and paaaeful gountenance, and a look of , suroness and oon-
the same individual that we have alraady geen fmterlng the

how much older loolcmg and cara-worn ! He haa takan (e

 protegonist of the moverens, has ' fallen thy main burde
b oaand re*ponmbxht;y of urga.msmg one of the . pr

noblest. protests egainst tyranny that the world has A,
L seen during the ;Jrecedmg seven, yqars| ’I.;me he A lert l.ts
oaark vpon hiw ! B

- where thousands of Khadder-clad. pllgnma mareh in solemn |
iy array to the court- house and await © the man of destmy 1R
| It was twelve noon on the 18th of Mavch, That samg
 frail figure ina loin. eloth; with the dear old familinr smile
" «of deep content, onters bha .court-house. The whole conrt
L snddenldy rises to greet the illustrious prisoner, “This ldoke
ol -Hko o f'xmlly gnthering,” says he with the hemgnant smile
- 'of bts. The heart of the gathermg throbs with alt.emmﬁe
hopes and fears bub the angust prisonor, pure of henrt and
- meek of spirit, is oalm like the deep sea. . In a moment

_-,and using a plaff, pamﬁﬂly ma‘rohmg-_ A
at the head of the stragglmg cqlumn, ‘but with & serens

tenit.. A neaver inspection of. this strange figure d!ﬂCloﬁes,l.'-. s

forbidding portals of the ¢ Foxt,” ut| Johannesburg, But

'---.shall hava been mpealod Upon hlm, as  the fommuaﬁ oy

: '\hmh Moo years ha{m passad Bent down hy tba Waighi;‘: #
£ years, but vesolute of heart, that same ﬁgut’e R G
eynosure of ull eyes. The sceno is Inid now in Al medahs.d )

the great trial had beguv ; and as the prisoner made his

' histovie statement, tears were seen trickling down the chasks
) -cpi' the stam‘mb of bea.rts i | w;sh to endorse all bhe h}ame; e

part . i
; ng systen of G.qvnrnment has becowe almost 2
\passion with me, * * ¥ I donot ask for merey, I do not
plead any axtenuatmg aeb, I am here thepefore to invite
. and submit to the hrghest ponalty that can be Ainflicted
aupon wme for whab in law s a dehbera.ﬁe crime and what




| appeaTe £0 mi to b the highest duty of o citizen” And
| shen follows the tersible inditement of the Government,
The jodge bimeelf is deeply moved. Ho foels the grent.

b will be impossible to ignure the fact that you
‘any o & different eabegory forn any person & 'Eﬁ_l'a;.".}"‘é over
| #ried or am likely o try. 1t would be itopossible to ignore
the fact that in the eyes of millions of your countrymen you
" ave o gront patriot and a great lender. Mven those who differ |

| ness of the occasion and in slow and deliberate necents he |

; Cfrom you in politics lock upon you as a man of high i

_ideals and of noble and even enintly life,” But, Ob, the
drony of it ' 1 have to deal with yoa in one chazacter

by his own admission bioken the law and committed, wint
 an ording

" A genterco of six years simple impri-

vonte in India shonld make it possible for the
o reduce the period and velgase you, 0o one

the judge aud there is perfect good humour, Was fhere |

"_.--'_._éﬂier..pm_irt-Eor the matter of that 2 And finally he bids
farewell to the tenrful throng preesing forward to fouch
the bare foet of him whose presence was & benediction ! -

ust appear %o bo, grave. offencer |

tmgi,i;'}éﬁsed? than I.” ' And the priscoer thanks '

_owar guch a trial in the history of British Courts or any i

' " The man is Mobandes Karamchand  Gandhi, Dewsw'a: ¢

|« gon, Barrister-at-Law, scholar, student, cultured Indian
'} geutleman ¢ farmer, weaver,” and leader of his yeople,

beeause he strove so that vight ghould ! prev'ail ‘and that hig
‘people might have life, a civilised, Christian Goveroment,
' in » Colony over which waves the British flag, desmed thab

| |the best way to overcowe guch dapgerons copturmacy was,
| ko cast bis body into gaol, where at ove time he was oom.
_ pelled to herd with and starve upon the diet of the most
degraded oboriginel native felons, men barely emer

'Becauee he '-prefer_r-__izd"_to- obey the dictates of '_;’;'bhaéi'gs'f;;_cgt_-
beeause he placed honour before comfort ov even life iteel,
hesanse ho chose nob to accept an insult; to his Motherland, =~

" rom the condition of brute beasts, or ruther, with all their i



-ﬁhe treatment  accorded to them under the civ;];smg

process of tha Teansvanls eolour Ingislatwn And, agam-' :\' .

human aaplmbmnh :md mst;meta nruahad out ﬂk t‘wm hy g

obeying the ‘behests of huamunca, believing that ho besﬁj:_v_:_
aetvos India w0, he bas azain’ chosen the refuge of prisom, 10
convineed like Thoreau tbat» ho ds freer than his gaolersioe 0 o

. those who mourn  for hlm,
-'~from bondaga.

RATLY 'mm A.NID rbucmwn _'

Mohandas Ka,ramchand Gandhi wWas born on the End

'h'ah do nc:t ltbemla bhemsslwﬂ kT

i '*i)uhobar, 1869,  Though he hasa Bm,bmms mplritmalmy_“-- i

‘and desire to Serveand teach, he is not'a Brahimin, Though

he has o Kehattriya’s courage and devotion, he is not a
Kehattriya. e belongs to an old Bania family mmdaut LRGN

Kathiawar, politics, héing & heritage of the famxly s

| % Eorahwhers wore Dewans of the State of Porbander inithat

 Province, his fathor having baon Dowap of | that State for
: Btates gy
© Wathiawar, He was likewise, at one tnm, o menber
1 of the qusihwmk Sabha, havmg baen_ nomisatod |

a5 yesrs, 88 ‘alko of Eajkote and other f

 thereto by the | Government of Bombay. =M. Gandhis

| father was ‘known to and loved hyall m{:h whom he

 wame in conbact and he did not hesitate, if nesd came, to
“oppose the will of the Runa of Pnr’oandar and u»? the Poli-
biral Agent, when he thought that they wore a&ﬁpung &

| wrong or umvorthy line of conduct, ‘This partionlar trait

. hias evidently descendod o his youngest son, Mp, Gandhi's
‘mother wag an orthodox Hindu lady, rigid in her obser-

. yanee of rehgmus obligations, strict in the performance of
her duues a8 wife and mother, ' and siern in detexmination
r chxldren ghould  grow up good and honest ‘men.
en,  Between her youngest son and Nerself exist
n and hor veligious example and influ-
i ﬁmg..impmmn upon his character, Mohan-
\ das Gandhi received his edwoation partly in Kathiawar aud

partly in London. 1t was only with the greatest difficulty

fihat his mother  could bs prevailed upon to cousent to s

| orossing the waters; and before doing so, she exactad from. e



M. K. GARDHI

‘Mim & threefold vow, administered by = Jain priest

‘that he would abstsin from flesb, aleohol and wowen,

 And this vow was faithfully and wholo-heartedly kept :

~ amidas all the temptations of student life  in Loodon,
Young Guodhi beonme an under-graduate of the London

| University and afterwards joined the Inner Temple,
whende he emerged in due courie a barrister at law. He:

| 'returned to fndia immediately after his call, and wasat
' onoe admitted as an Advoeate of the Bombay High Court,

: : in Whiﬁh capacit.y he h&g-’lﬂ pl’ﬂﬂti(}ﬁ with some Success,
: : i ! | VISIT TO _BOU.TII AFRICA ' . (
In 1893, Mr, Crandhi was indaced togo to South Afries,

proceeding o NWatal and then to the Transvaal, in ‘connec-

%ion with an Indian legal case of some difieulty, ~Almost
' immediately upon landing 2% Durban , disillugionment await-
ed him. Brought vp in British traditions of the equality of

all British subjects, an honoured guest iin'the eapital of

 ghe Brpire, he found that in the British Colony of Natal, -

he was vegarded as a parinh, scarcely higher than n savage

aboriginal vative of the suil.  He ‘appealed for admission
" gs nn Advocate of the Bupreme Court of WMatal, but his.

_ application was opposed by the Law Hociety on the ground ;

bt the law did »pot contemplate that a eoloured person
" should be admitted to practise, Fortunately, the Supreme.

Jourt viewed the rmoabter in a difforent light and granted

tha application. But Mr, Gandhi received sudden warn-

' ing of what nwaited him in the years lo come,

Tn 1894, on the urgent invitation of the Natal

Indian = community, We decided to remain in the
OColony, in order that he might be of serviee in the political
troubles that he foresaw in the near future. In that year,

#ogethor  with a number of promivent members of the

community he founded the Natal [ndinn Congrese, being
for some years its honorary secretary, in which caupacity hie
drafted a number of petitions and memerials admirable fn

construction, lueid and simple in phraseology, olear andk |

‘goncise in the manner of setting forth the subjuet mab

| He ook » leading part in the successful attenpt to defeat .
' ghe Asingics’ Exclusion Act passed by the Natal Parlisments




! |

{Triag '"d in the uns&m&sfui one t.o pravent the dmfmnchz&m
- "mant of the Indian community, though the effort madé
 obliged the Imperxal authorities to insist that this dis- il
ranchisement shonid be eftected along noneraciul lines, At
the end of 1805, he returned to India, being authorised
by the Nutal and Transvaal Indiana to roprosent  their
| grievances to the Indian publie. This ho did by means of
addresses and a pamphlet, the mutilated contents of which |
 wero summarised by Beuter and cabled to Natal, whers |
_ they evoked a furious protest on the Wt of the Eumjman i
colonists. The telegram ran thus: * A pamphlet publisked
in India declares that the Indians in Natal are vobibed, and
‘assaulted, and tveated like beasts, and ars nuable to pbtain.
rodress, The Zimes of India advocates am. wqmry mftrﬁ
thede allegations ” S
This message was cartamly not tha truth, the whule_
truth, and nobhmg bub the truth, thengh it had elements of
truth in 16 About the same tm.e, Mr, Gandhi retwrned to
- Durban with his family, and with him, though independent-
1y of him, travelled several .,ompa.trmts. The rumour arose
that he was bringing with him a number of skilled Indian
) __.Wtarkers with the express objeot of ousting the Eurnpnan
. srkisans from the field of employmant and the two circtim-
| stances combined to stimulate in the colonisty, bigh ape
ow  nlilke, all the worat passions, and feeling ran.so high
. that the Attorney-Glemeral, My, Hscombe, folt himaelf
- obliged to side with the popular party, and. aecmdimgly
- g@ave instructions that the vesels bringing Mr. Gandhi and
. his companions should be detained in quaventive. The
 Yuarantine was only raised when the ship-owners announc-
_ed their jntention of 1aking legal nction against the Govern-
. wment. The vessels now came alongside the wharf, but the-
- erowd thaﬁ assembled became so bostile that a polwa me
" spector, who came on board, weroed Mr, Gandhi of his own.
gor if he lanﬁad then, and nrged bim to delay:
the lan, until night. A lmﬂo later, hawever, a well
S known member of tho Natal Bar cama on board spucially
to greet My, Gandhi and offer his services, and Me, Gandhi
ok once determined to lnnd without wa‘itmg for darkness to:




eomae, trusting, as he himself expressed 1t, to the Brisish ¢
isonige of justice and fair-play. ' He was soon recognised,
however, ~sat upon, and. half-killed, when the wife of the
 superintendent of police, who vecognised him, rap 0 his
| wescus, and, raisin her umbrella over him, defied the crowd
and accompanied ii_m to the store of an Indian friend,
| My, Gandhi was, however, in order to save his friend's
| property, obliged to escape disguised as s police copstable,
0 The affair was at an end, popular  passions  calmed
| down, and the newspapers apologised tio him, though the
. ineilent demorstrated the temper of the mob towards
. the resident Indian  community, Years . afterwards,
/' meeting Mr. Gandhi one day, Mr, Bscombe expressed
" profound regret at his counection with 'this unsavoury
. L Ubnsiness, declaring that, at the ime, he was unacquainted
with Mr, Gandhi’s personal merits and those of the com-
' munity to which he belonged, Half-ari-houy later he was
found dead in the streets, stricken down by heart-disease,
" BOWR WAR, AND THE INDIAN AMBULANCE. CORPS N
{00 In: 1899, at the outbroak af the Anglo-Boer War, Mr.
| $landhi, after considerable opposition, ind uced the Governs
© | inent to accept the offer of an Indian Ambulance Ocrps.
0 The Qovps wag one thousand strong and saw active service,
4 being on one occasion, at least, under heavy fire, and on
another, removing the dead body of Lord Robert's only.
son from the field, The Corps was fav‘nura.biy-reportad ot

e ‘%-\\"{srda_ awarded the war medal, His object in offering the
" sepvices of a body of Indian to do even the moab menial

"\ sork was to  show that the Indian community decired to
" fake theiv tull share of public responsibilities, and thab just
a8 they kpew how to demand rights, 8o thev also knew o
. assmme obligations, And thet has been tha keynote of
|/ Me. Gandhi's public. work from the beginuving, B
ok Woriting in the Ullustrated, Star of  Jobanvesburg
3 July 1911, a Buroptim, who had taken part in that
| campaign, says - L e

circamstances, It was on the road from Spion Kopy afterthe

and Mr,  (tandhi was mentioned in despatohes and affer-

| My firet meeting with Mr. M. XK. Gandhi was nnder strange.



¥ saw the Indian muletrain moved up the |
reying water 1o the distressed soldiers whe'
) platean. The mules carried the waten
. 24, one on pach side, led by Indianw at their heads
The gallivg rifle-five, which  heralded their arrival on the top,
. did vot deter the strangely-looking cavaleads, which moved |
| slowly forward, and ag an Indjan  fell, another quietly steppad '
. dorward in fill the vacant plape, " Afterwards the grim duty of
the bearer cocps, Which Mr, Gtandhi orgavised in Natal, began,
It was on such pocagions the Indiaus proved their fortitude, and
the one with the greatest fortitude of all wan the subject of this |
sketoh. After a night's work which had shattered men with'
. much bigger frames, I came across Clandhi in the early morn-
ing eitling by the roadside—eating o regulation Army biseuit, '
' Every man in Buller's force was dull and depresaed, and dam-
. mation was heartly invoked on everything. Bub Gandhi was
stoical in his  bearing, oheerful, and confident in his converdgas '
tion, and had a kiudly eye, He did one good, It was sm infors
. mal introduction, and it led to a friendship. Yssw the men, ' |
.and his small undisciplined corps on many & field of battle due.’
(1 ing the Natal campaign. When succour was to be rendeved
‘they were there. Their unassuming dauntlessness ' ¢ost  them
'many lives, and eveotually an order was published forbidding
| swhem do go into the fiving-line. Gandhi smoply did bisduty 00
., then, and his comment the other evening in the moment of g |
| teinmph, at the dinner to the Buropeans who had supported tha |\
' Indian movement, when some hundreds of hig countrymer and. 0
| alarge number of Kurcpeans paid him a noble tribute, was that
1 the had simply done his duty, - o R
MR R U TR 0 N IOE A
o In 1901, owing

. o
Jinimmense hagy, one

LR ving £0 & hreakdown in health, My, Gandhi
| came to India, taking his family with biro. Before he went, '
. however, the Natal Indian community presented him, Mes. 1
. Gandhi, and his childven with valuable gold plate and |
- jewellery. | He refuscd, however, o ncoept a single itemiof
. this munificent gift, putting it on one side to ho used for
- public purposes, should the need arise. The incident bus
| endeared him the move to the people, who reslised once
. again llegs was the work that he had so modestly
a gly undertaken,  Before the Ambulance
ps left fop the front, its members had been publicly
-entertained by the lats Sir.John Robinson, then Prime
Minister of Natal, and on the occusion of the presentation
%0, Mz, Gandhi by the Indien comrmuniby, he addressed =
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loter to the organisors of the oceremony, in"which, after:
Axousing hig unavoidable absence, he said 4+ j

i It wonld have given wme great oloasure  to have been .
present on the vocasion of so well-earned a mark of respect to
‘able and distinguizhed fellow-citizen, Mr. Gandhi. . . . . .
-1 Nov the less heartily do X wish all successto shis public recogni-
1 tlon of the good work done and the many services rendered fo
U the community by Mr, Gandhi. ST PR B
0 On This arvival o ‘Bombay ‘Mr, Gandhi onge rmore-
| resumed practice, as he then had no intention. of returning’
0 Soath Afries, believing that with the end of the war, a.

|, mewern had arrived.
1 Boearcely, however, bad he returned from the Caleutts
. Congrous, where, under Mr.  Wacha, e did goma very
‘uselal organising work unobtrusively, when be received an.
. %0 South Afrioa to drait the memorials to Mr. Chamber-
| lain, whose visit was imminent, to take charge of the work:
' peguired to secure the removal of existing grievances and
. to place Indian affairs finally on g hi gher lovel,  Without s
o woment’s hesitation he C‘h‘f’Ye-d. the cill of duty, and a new
. chapter openiod in his life. Xn Natal, he had ‘heen able to.
' overcoue official prejudice and was high in the esteom of all
' those heads of departments and  mivisters with O e s i
_public duties brought him into contact.  But when, after
'hoading & deputation to Mr. Chamberlait in Natal, he
. was called to the Transvaal for s gimilar purpose, he fouad
* all officialdom. hostile, and he way refused  the right 40
ﬁtﬁaud upon Mr. Chamberlain as a member of a 'dgpu b
' tion of Tranavaal Xodians:and it was only after, the
. utmost endeavours that be prevailed upen the Indinn com:
. munity to send a deputation that did not inclade biw.
. Finding that the situation was  becoming rapidly womse,
" and being without a trained guide, the Transvgal Indians
{ mssed him to remain with them, and  this be at last con-
S m‘ﬁtf’dtodo, bﬂlng admitted to i}ract{ga as an Attorn@y
qibhasupmmn Courts of the Yransvanl. Tn 1903 togather
© British Indian  Association, of which until his fiank




" deparbare from Soutt

Afrion, b was the Honosiny Seerstary

. and pr-incip!a,_l'-}agal o is.m'“ R v e
i | ¥OUNDING OF /' THE INDIAK oriNton” = | . |
Aboufi the middle of 1903, i had = ocourved $o! hin

 that, if tha South Afviean Indiang were to be brought inte:

| closer association with eaoh obher and with their Europear o

- fellow-coloniats, and to be politically and socially educated,

it was absolutely necessary to have a newspaper, and, after e

congultation, he provided the greater part of the capital:

for its inauguration, with the lite My, M. H., Nazay ag i

aditor, and thus the Judinn Opindon was born, 1t was firsh
published in English, Guajarati, Hindi and Tamil.  For
virious reasons it afterwards became necessary to dispense’
with the Tamil and Hindi columns, But although Mr,
| Gandbi, bhad, in sheory, delegated wmuch of the work of
- eondueting the paper to others, he was unremitting in his
. own efforts to make it n success.  His purse was over open
- to make good the deficits that, dontinually occurred owing
%o the circumetances of it production, and to jts Hnglish
- and Ghijarati columng be contributed wmonth after month-
. and year afber year out of the fund of his own political and
 opiritnal wisdom and his uvique knowledge of ‘South
Afvican Indien affalrs, | 0 L0 e Rl
‘Towards tho end of 1904, however, finding that the

A "pi_ipeﬂ!'- was absorbing most of the mongy that could be spaved

- without making any appreciabls financial headway, he
“went to Durban to investigate the situation, ® Duaring the-
 Journey he hecame absorbed in the perusal of Ruskin’s
% Unto this Last,” and he received cerbain impressions that
' were confirmed whilat on a visit to some relatives, who

. had started a | trading éuterprise in an up-country village, = .

His conclusions wers that the town conditions in which the

~ paper was produced were such as almost to compel unlimits -

i ~ od waste, 6o act as a check upon tho originality and indis

- vidunlity of the workers, and to prevent the realisation  of
his  dearest desive to g0 infuse the enlumng of thie paver
with a spiriv of tolerance and persussiveness as to bring:
together all that was "best in the European and Imdian
communities, whoso fate it was to dwell side by side, ‘sither




[mitally hogtila to oe suspioious of each other, or wimieably
| eo-opsrativig i the securing of the welfave of the State and

thsbuildlngﬂp, o v ge-adninatration of its assets.
i Dl e pHENS, SETTLEMENT L |

R Accordingly, he determined that the very first 'ia'hirxg |
' “0 ba done was to put an end to the divoree of the woricers

i iram tha land, and from this determinasion arose what bas
.T-'_ﬁiﬂ.% becomp kno_wu- ad the Phosnix Settlement. Phoen’_ix :
| 18 situated about 12 ralles from Duyban, in the midst of a

i '__-":.I'-':'Bt_tga-r-grrming country, and Mr. Gandhi invested his
- rsavingp, in the purchase of an estate of about 100 acres of

) ~ Iand about two miles distant from the station, on which weps '
{1 veracted the press buildings aod machinery. A number of
#olected Xndians and Buropeans were invited to become

| settlars, and the original conditions were these—that they

. chould have entire management of «il the nssets of the

| press, iucluding the land itself; that each should practical-

Lok vow himself tio a life of poverty, agcepting  no mora
(01783 (Ra, 45) a8 month, expenses being high in South
' Afrien, and an egual ‘ghare in the profits, it any;’
. ‘thata house should be buils for him, for. which ' he
" ‘should pay when able, and in whatever  instalments
. yight seem suitable to hbim, without interest;  thab '
' e should have two ncres: of land: as hiz own for |

' onltivation, payment being on similar  poanditions, and

.-_..;_',;._'_-'--th"at_._he should devote himself to working for the public
| good, Indime Opinion being meanwhile the mainspring  of
the work, Whilgt the Fundamental principles reraained,

o it became necessary later, in the light of fuvther experience,

4o modify these conditions. Suhgequontly the Phoenix
| /mettlers extended the tcope of their lzbours, to the task of
| eduouting some at least of the children of the lakh-and a-
~ half of Indians in South Africa, Tt i tvue that, in com-"
. pavison with tho magnitude of the task, only a gmall begin-
L ming was made, hub'this was principally due o the lack
. of qualified workers and also o the atate of the excheguer,
i " SERVION IN PLAGUE #8EAS e T

i .In'iljﬂﬁfi,; an outbreak of plagus oeeusred viﬁ; thaIndlan s

TLoeation, Johannesburg, largaly owing bo gross negligence
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- the part uf tha Mhmmpal authorities, in spite of repeated.

| warhings of the maamtﬂ‘y..oondmons prevailing, A week"'-

. befure thy officiel annomncement of the outbreak, Mr.
| Gandhi gent a finsl wavning that plague bad alrendy broken
- ous, hut his statement wag officialy denied. When, how-
| ever, a public admission. of the existence of plague could
. no longer be withheld, bat before the Municipal authorities;
‘had taken any steps  to cope ' with the disease, he at once
.| organised a private hospital and  npuarsing home, and, b (e
it get'he-x with a few devoted friends, personally tended tha i
- plague patients ; wnd this work was formally apwemat&d; A
by the Municipal suthorities, = In the same year, owingto. '
(| arbitration proceedings hatween expropriated Indian stand:
/. "bolders in the Location and the  Johannesburg Municipa-
(liky, in whbich he was busily engaged, he  earned large
“professional  fees which he afterwards  devoted in t.hmr:--

ot .-en‘blrety to public purposes,
; LEADING A STRETCHER PEARPR ComrPE

In' 1906, a native vebellion broke out in Natal due fo:v
many ‘canses, but realising  that bloodshed wax imminent
and that hoapltal work would neeessarily ensue therefrom,

" Mr. Gandhi offered, on. ‘behnlf of tha Natal Indiaps, a

~ Stretcher Bearer (}orpB which, after some delay, was

accepted. Memnwhtle, he 'had sent his  fanily to Phoemx,}
where be thoughh it wag most proper that they should live,.
| pather than in the dirt, noige, sind restlessness of the town.

Yo himself volunteered to load the Corps, which was on
active service for a month, being” mentioned in despatches

. and publicly ~congratulated and thanked by the Glovernor
for the valuable services rendered, Each wember of the:

e Gurps has ‘had awardad to hirx the medal especmll v st,ru ko

i for. the occasion, and as an indication of the manner in
w jo Transvaal Government appreciated the worki: |
vmed by Mr.  @andhi and his Corps, it

" into gaol, to associate with eriminals of ‘the lowest type.

- The work of the Corps was, besides that of carrying stretoh-.

: hat, together with at least threo other
members of the Corpe, as well as some who belomged to o
; hslped to fit ont the old Ambulance Corps; he was flung:
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e
-ers and. marchiog  on fost behind ' mounted infuntry,
~ through dense bugh, sometimes thirty miles.a day, in the
o rmidst of a savage enemy’s conntry unarmen and unprotect-
' ed to perform the task of hospital assistants and to nurse
the wounded natives, who hed been callously shot down by
_he colonial troopers, or had been ecruelly lashed by mili-
 tary command, Mr, Gandhi does not like to spenk his
.mind about whab he saw or leaxnt on thiy occasion.  Ruf
_mauy tines he must bave had searchings of conscionce as
| ko the propriety of hig allying himsalf, even in that merci-
~ Aul capneity, with those gapable of such acts of ravolting
~ and inexcusable brutality. However, it . is well to know.
. that nearly all his solicitude was exercised on behalf of

_.aboriginal native patients, ‘and one saw the Dawan’s son
| rministering to the needs and allaying the sufferings of
. gome of the most. undeveloped types of humanity, _whose
- odonr, habits and sarroundings must have been  extremely
_.yepugnant to a man of refined tastes—though Mr, Gandbi

i himself will not admit this. - ! A

Gt ANTY-ASTATIC LAW AND PASSIVE RESISTANCE _

. Scarcely had he returned to Johannesburg  to resume

. practice (be had left  his office to look after itself during
_'his absence), than a ‘thunderholt was launched by the

. Teansvasl (iovernment by the promulgation of the Draft
 Asintic Law . Amendment Ordinauce, whose  terms
gre now familiar throughout  the Jength and hreadth
b India,  After years of plotting and sehewing,

~ the anti-Asiatios of the "eansvanl, having first secured
¢he = willing < services of a0 administrative depart-

| mant anxious to find an excuse for the continuance
 of its awn existence, compelled the capitulation of the

. executive itself with the afore-meuntioned = rvesult,  Me.

- Gandhi at once reslised what was afoot, and understoud,
immediately that, unless the Indion community adopted
decided attitude of protest, which would he baeked up, if

 pecessary, by vesolute action, the whole Indian. popalation
of Sonth Africa was doomed, snd he accordingly took

_oounsel with the leading members of the community, who.\

. agread that the measure mush bo fought to the bitter end. |




| Miv, Gandhi is vhielly vesponsible for the initiation vf the
policy of passive resistanco that was so successfully euried
~-gat by the Indians of Soyth Africa during the next eight
yeurs. Since that day, Mr. Gandhi's history has been
. roaioly that of the Passive Resistanco struggle. Al know
how he took the oath mnot to submit to the Law on the
11th September, 1906 ; how he went to Kugland withe
‘egmpatriob ja the same year, and how their vigorous plead-
. ong induced Lord Elgin  to suspend | the operation of the

_ objectionable piece of logislation : how,  when  the law
finally received the Royal assent, he throw himself into the

. forefront of the fight, and, by spesch, pen, and example,
inspired the whole community to maintain an adaman.
4ine ' front to the attack that was being made wupon

. the very foundations of its  religion, its mational honouy,
| it8 racial self-vespect, its manhood, No one was, there-
“ifore, surprised when, at: theend ot 1907, Mr. Gandhi '

. was apvested, Yogether with a number of other leaders; =
‘and eongigned fo gaol | o how, when he heard that some
of his friends in Preftovis had been sentenced to six

. monthg’ imprisonment with herd labour, the maximum
‘ponalty, he pleaded with the Magistrate to imposwe the
_.penalty upon him too, as he had been the acknowledged

. deader and inspiver of the opposition sgainst this Law. To
~ bim it was a terrible shock that hiz followers were being
tore harshly treated than he himgelf, and it was wigh
bowed head and deep humiliation that he left the court,
sentenced to two months’ simple imprisonment only,
Happily, the Government realised the seriousnoss of the
situation, and after three weeks' imprisonment of the
loading pasaive 'resisters, (leneral Smuts opened negotia-

~ ‘tions with them, and a compromise was efftcted botween

' hlm ‘and the Indian community, 'patﬁly-.__'ivriﬁgen’ Pmly S

- verbal, whereby voluntary registration, which had been ve- = .
 peatedly offered, was accepted conditionally upon the Taw

hexhg-_g_ubss'eqﬁjépﬂy epealed. This promise of repmljwaa
made personally to Mr. Gandhi by General Smuts in the
presence of official witnesses. When, shortly afterwards
2r, Gandhi wasg nearly killed by a fow of his more fanati.
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 campeign of the Indiap women whose marriages: had been
dishonoured by a fresh decision of the Supreme Court at
‘the instigation of the Government, the awakening of the
free and indentured labourers all over Natal, the tremen-
" dous strikes, the wonderful and historic strikers’ march of
. wrotest into the Transvaal, the horrible scenes enacted later
in the effort to crush the strikers and cowmpel them to
| yogume work, the wurrest and iwprisonment. of the
; ;-\p;-imipal leaders and of bundreds-—many thousands
~—nf the rank and file, the enormous Indian toass
weetings, held in Durban, Johannesburg, and other
paLts of the Un-ion,_tht? fiovce audl Ipassior:a_te indigoation
aroused. in Indis, the large suws of monsy poured
into South Africa from all parts of the Motherland, Lord
. Hardinge's famous speech at Madras, in which he placed
. himself 3t the head of Indian. public opinion and his
' Jemand for a Commission of Inquiry, the energetic efforts
of Tiord Ampthills Committes, the hurried intervention of
tho Tmperial authorifies, the appoin$ment over the hesds
Jf the ladian community of a Clorumission whose personnel
eould not satisfy the Indiang, the discharge from prison of
the leaders whose advice to ignore the Commission was
almost universally accepted, the arvival of Messrs. Androws
and Pearson and their wonderful work of reconciliation,
the deaths of Harbat Singh and Valliamma, the strained
position volioved only by the interruption of the second
Taropenn strike, when Mr. (iandhi, a8 on an earlier ocea-
gion, undertook not to hawper the Government whilst -
they had their hands full with the fresh difficulty and
whon it had been dealt with, the entirely new spirit of
¢riondliness, trust, and co-operation that was found to
have been created by the moderation of the great Indian
Jondor and the loving influence spread around him by My,
Andrews a3 he proceeded with his great Ymperial mission,
Al these things sre of recent history, as are the
favotwable.  recommendations of the Commission on
pragbigally every point referred to it and out of which
Passive Resistance had. arisen, the adoption of the Gom-

wmai.ou’ﬂ . Report in its entirety by the Government, the
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'_'_mmoduetwn s.nd paamng mm law. of hhe Indmna i
Relief | Act, aFtex_'\ lengthy ‘and  remarkable debates
i both Housﬁs ' at-._‘ the Legislature, the correspond-
once  between  Mr, | Gandbi, and . Ggeueral = Swuts,
in ‘which the  laster undertool,  on behalf  of the
(jovernment, to earry through the admmlq%rative reforms . .
that were not covered by the new Act, and the final letter
of the Indian protagonist: of Pussive Res;stanea-—-iorms,ily ;

| anwoupeing tbe eonclusion of the strugale snd setting

. forth the. points upon which Indmns would sooner or later
have to be satified befora they could acquire complate
equahty of civil status—and the seenes of his departore
for his beloved Motherland, enacted throughout  the
Lgountry, whevein the deaths and sufferings of the Indian
martyrs, Nagappan, Narayans samy, Harbat Singh and
b Va!hammn were ]uatlﬁad and sanctified to the world,
05 b MR AND MRS, GANDHI IN LONDON

- Fm!shtul to his, mstimt for service, Mr. Gandbi htm‘md

0. ‘England, where he heard that Gokhale was cvitieally ill,

* and arrived, on the outbroak of the Great War, to Sud

| tbat his friend was slowly recovering from the altnost fatal
‘attack that had overwhelmed him. Here, too, his sense of
. responmbﬂiby rovealed itself. He recognised that it was

' India’s duty, in the hour of tk.ﬂ Empire’s trial, to do all in

" ‘ner power to help, and he at once set uhout the foration

of the Indian Volanteer Ambulance Clorps in Fondon,
enrolling himself and his devoted wife, who had herself
‘been barely snatched from the jaws of death but a few
weeks earlier, amongst the members, But the years of
strain, his neglect of his own physical well-heing, ard his
‘addiction to long fasts as a means to spiritual pur:ﬁmtmn, ;
had undermived a never very, rohust constitutwn, and hig

condition became o  serious that private and ‘official
A ﬁm&s insisted upon his preeeerlmg 1mmadmte]y, with -
o Mrs. Gaﬁdhx, to India, i
il L RETURN TO 19 MOPHERLAND
Yince his arrival in his Motherland, at t.he begmmng
of 1915, his movements have been much iin the popular
0¥e, His progress through lndla@. from' he day Qf bhb'
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-public landing and welcome at the Apollo Bunder, was in
the nature of a veritable triumph, marred only by the sud-
den death of bis beloved teacher, Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
. who had sacrificed health and hl‘e itself upon the altar of
. his country’s welfare,
. The Goveroment of India marked their appreclatlon
of Mr, Gandbi’s unique services by recommer.ding bim for
the Kalsor i-Hind gold mednl, which was conferred upon
‘him by the King ¥mperor among&t the 1915 New Year
Honours. To Gokbule he bad given a promise to make no
. public utterance on Indian affairs until at least a yesr liad
- passed, and he had visited the principal centres of public
Jife in India, This promise, which was faithfully kept, was
_exacted, because Gokhale, hoping to see in him his own
suecessor, had been. somewhat disturbed by the very
‘advanced views expressed by Mr. Gandhi in the proscribed
pamphlet, Hind Swaraj, whose pages, we now know,
ware written to show the basie similarity of eivilisation t,he
world over, the superiority of India for the particular
Tndian phase of that civilieation, and the stupidity of the
" barriers of luxury erected by the modern indugtrial civili-
gation of the West, that consfantly separate man from man
and make him a senaeleﬂs machire drudge, and that threat-
en to invade that holy Motherland that stands in his eyes
for the victory of spirit over matter. He had condeinned
goroe things of which he bad disapproved, in Gokhale’s
opiuion, somewhat hastily, and the older man had thought
that, after an absence from India of so many years, during
which he had perhaps idealised cevtain phases of Indian
life, & year’s travel and obser vation would be a uvseful
corrective. Which of the two, if eithor, has correctly
diagnosed the situation, time alone can show.
JATYAGRAHASHRAM
Mr, Gandhi, however, made bis headquarters at
Abmedabad, the capital of his own Frovince of Gujarat
and here he founded his Satyagrahashram,* where he is
endeavouring to train up from childhood public servants
upon a basis of auatanty of life and personsl subordination

M. K. _GANDHI

¥ Tor a full acoouut of the Asghram, see appeudlx
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4o ﬁha common g' 0d, the motbers suppartmg shemsalves

i by work ab hhe ha.nd-ioom or other manual labour,
' | TRAVELS XY INDIA

mma to' hm promise to  Gokhale, ‘ler. {‘mndhr,'- e
on his return to Tndia, ‘started on an extensive tour

. through the country, Though his idea was merely to
. wisit every place of importance and acquainé himself
thoroughly with the ‘conditions ' of thé country and thus
scquive first-hand knowledge of rasn and thmgﬂ, he had
of course to speak wherever he went, He was giver a warm

. and enthusiastic welcoma at every station and the magnifi-
. <ent demonstrations in his honour bore eloquent testi-

mony to the great vegard in which his countrymen have
always held him, Mp, Gandhi accepted these marks of

affection and respect with his aceustomed grace, but

spoke out his mind on every subject, as tha desasion
demanded, Quoe characteristic feature of these spaeches is

. that Mr. Gandhi seldom repeats second-band Opinions and

his views on every subjoct are, therefore, ' refreshingly
_ original,  Undeterred by fear or aty exaggerated sense of
. conventional respectability he' retains his independence,
indifferant to the applause or contumely of his listeners.
Ao quahn - at the Students’ Hall, College Square; Unicutta,
. in March 1915, when the Hon. Mr, Lyon presided ha
e aa.:d wn‘.h referenc{r to

L ANARCHIOAL CRIMES !

W‘hatevar his perdonal views were, he must say that mxsgmd-
“ed zeal that resorts to dacoities and assassinations cannot ' he
“productive of any good. These dacoities and assassinations
Lare absolutely a foreign growth in India. They cannot take
troof here and cannot by a permanent  institution  heve.
istory proves that assassinations have doue wo good. The
‘veligion of this country, the Hindu religion, is abstention
from " himsa,” that is taking animal Jife. That is, he believes
: tha guiding principle of all religions. The Hindu religion
ays that even the evil-doer should not be hated. It says that
ody has apy right to kill even the evil-doer, These ass assing-
'tionn are a westarn institution and the speaker warned his

hearars against these westorn methods and western ev:lt.

LOYALTY TO THE BRITISE RAT ;

At the Madras Iaw Dinner i in April of the same year
he obsorved in proposing (at the request of the President
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the Hon. Mr. Corbett, the Advocate-Greneral) the toast
of the British ®mpire ;-— ;

~ As a passive resister I discovered that a pagsive rosister
has to make good his claim to passive resistance, no matter
under what circumstances he finds himself, and I discovered
~ that the British Empire had certain ideals with which I have
- fallen in love, and one of those ideals iy that every subject .of
' the British Bimpire hag the freest scope possible for his energies
and honour and whatever he thinks is due to his conscience.
think that this is true of the British Empire, as it is not true of
any other Government. (Applause) I feel, as you here perhaps
know, that I am no lover of any Government and I have more
than once said that that Government is best which governs loast.
- And I bave found that it is possible for me to be governed least
under the British Empire. Hence my loyalty to the British
Empire. (Loud applause). :
ADDRESS TO THX STUDENTE ; ;
Addressing the students of Madras at the Y. M, C.A.
swhon the Fon, Mr. (now the Rt, Hon) V. 8, Srinivasa
Sastri presided, he pointed out :— -

I am and I bave been a determined opponent of modern
civilisation, I want you to turnyour eyes to-day vpon what is
going on in BEurope and if you have come to the conelusion that
Turope is to-day groaning under the heels of the modern ¢civilisa-
tion thon you and your elders will have to think twice before
wou can emulate that civilisation in our Motheriand. But T
have been told, " How can  we help it, seeing that our rulers
bring that culture to our Motherland,” Do not make any mis-
take about it at all. I do pot for one moment believe that it is
for any rulers to bring that culture to. you, unless you are pre-
pared to accept if, and if it be that the rilers bring that cuvlture
befors us, I think thatwe have forces within ourselves to enable
we to reject that culture without having to reject the rulers
themselyes. : ]

He concluded 1—

I ally myself to the British Government, because I believe
that it is possible for me to claim equal partnership with every
subject of the British Empire. I to-day claim that equal
partnership, I do not belong to a subject race. I doxot call
myself a subject race. (Apployse). But thereis this thing @ &
i not for the British Governors to give you, it is for you to take
the thing. I want and I can take the thing. That I want only

by discharging my obligations. Max Muller has told um,—we
need not go to Max Muller to interpret our own religion--but
he gays, our religion consists in four letters “# Douet-y " and not
in the five letters * R-i-g-h-t.”” And if you believe thatall that



 we want can flow from

- my Rejo Guruy :

K, GANDHL - / 2@14
i b.éiter discharge of our dutyy then LY
think always of your duty and fighting along those lines you

' will have no fear of any man, youn will fear only God.

| UNVEILING MR, GOKHALE'S PORTRAIT | . =
Io May Me, Gandhi went to visit some cities in the

- south where he discoursed on social 16form and the vexod

quaestion of uotouchability which is somewhat rampant on
the banke of the Kazeri and its environs, He spoke with
characteristic candour ‘sowewhat to the chagrin of the

. orthodox,

. Later he was invited to Bangalore to unveil the
portrait of My, Gokhale, when he made a brief and highly '
suggestive speech;—— IR e TSR AL ERAGR
) 1 saw  in the recitation—the heautiful  resibabiot .
that was given to me,~—that God is with them whose
garment was dusty and tattered. My thoughts  imme-

. diately  went to the end of wmy  garment; I  examined

and found that it is not dusty and it 18 not tattered ; it 1§ Taidiy

spotlesy and clean. Crod'is not in me. There ave other condi-

ticos attached; but in these conditions too I'may fail; and you,
my dear countrymen, may also fail; and if we do tend this

- well, we ghould not dishonour the memory of one whose pors

traif you have asked me to unveil this rnorning. I have declar-
~ed myself his disciple in the political field and I have him as
nd this I claim on behalf of the Indian people.
t 1 wiade this declaration, and [ do not regrot

1t was in 1896

- bavingmada the choice. |

Later in the year he presided over the anniversary
function at the Gurukul and spoke in Hindi on the mean-
ing of true Swadeshism, the doctrine of Ahimsa and other

kindred topics, ' i : 43l

, ) HINDU UNIVERSITY _smm-ﬁ : i
 On Feb. 4, 1016, he attended the Hindu University
celebrations and delivered an address which unfortunately

- was intercepted, = But the regrettable incident of which fay !
. 00 much was made, revealed the hoid that ho possesses —
-upon the esteem and affection of bis countrymen, for his

then Mr, Gandhi has been taking & prominent part in the
l’{mldmg-up of the Indian nation along hie own peenliar
lines, ¥or, he teaches both by procept ‘and by examplo,

version of wha transpived was generally accoptod, Since

"
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" But he goos his own way, untrammelled by precedent,
‘eavefully analysing the eriticism to which he is naturally
_ gubjected, holding himself answerable, however, to his own
B vonseience slone. For he is of the propho}*.s, and nob
. _merely of the secondary interpreters of life. :
_ The same menth he came to Madras and on the 10th
¢poks on Social Bervice toa large audience presided over
by Mvs, Whitebead. On the l4th he spoke on Bwadeshi
wefove the Missionary Conference and s couple of days
fater gave a lucid account of his Satyagrabashram toa °
large gathering of students in the precincts of the Young
Men’s Christian Asgsociation, Madras, the Hon. Rev. G.
e Pittendrigh of the Christian College presiding. Ho then
g went back to Ahmedabad to look after his Ashram, Late
in the year on December 22, he made o remarkable speech
on “ Bconomic versus Moral Progress " gt the Muir Central
 College, Allahabad, Mr, Stanley Jevons presiding, 'The
. addross contains some of his most matare and thoughttul
reflactions on life, aud both in style and sentiment i one
of the most characteristic of Mr, Gandhi's utterances,
: MR, GANDHI IN CHAMPATAN ’

Then came the Champaran incident which hag since
become historic. In the Lucknow Congress of December
1916, Mr. Gandhi, though pressed by some of the citizens
of Behar, declined to talk about the grievances of the
Jabourers in the Behar plantations without firet-hand
knowledge of the real state of affairs, This he resolved to
acquire goon after the Cougress sesston : and in response
to an insistent public demand, to itquire  into  the
conditions under which Indians work n the indigo
plantations, Mr Gandbi was in Muzsffarpur oa the
15th April 1917," whence be took the mid-day train for
Motihari, Next day he was served with a notice from the
Champaran District Magistrate to quit the district ** by
the next available train” s his presence will endanger
the public peaco and may Joad to serious disturbance which
may be accompanied by loss of life.” But, the local
authorities in issuing this mandate counted without the
host.  For Mri Gandhi, who had initiated the Passive




uth .Mriaa, replisd in way \
ho had known him 1o s
U Out of a sense of "ponnibﬁity, I feelit t5bomy
| daty to say that'l am ung 0 leave this districs, bug if it 50
© pleasen the authorities, T shaIl submtt to the order hy suifering
the penalty of disobedience: :
Lmoss emph‘xtically repudla.te the Commissmner 8 sugges-

tlmﬁ did 'nmt» surprise

tioh that *my object is likely to be  agitation.” My desire is =

. purely and simply for “a genuine search for knowledge ' and
' +his 1 shall contiaue fo aatmfy so long as T am loft free.

- Mr. Gandhi appeared  befove the District Magmtx‘ata
~on the 18th, when be presented a statement. Finding that
the case wag likely to be unnecessarily prolcmgad he pleaded

- guilty and the judgment was deferred pending instructions

! from higher authorities, The rest of the story is pretty

familiar. The higher authborities subsequently issued

'- msbruetmns noti  to  proceed with « the prosecution,
. ‘while a commission of enquiry wasab once instituted to
_ enquire into the conditions of the Behar labourers with

i My, Gandhi' as a member of thatl body. As usual, Mr.

 Gandhi worked in perfect harmony with the other
members and though with the findings of his own privato
~enquiry he could have raised a storm of indignant agita-
ion agmnst the ceandals of the plantations, be refrained
from using his influence and knowledge for a merely vin-
dictive and vainglorious' ory. e worked quietly, with
10 thought of himself, but absorbed in the need for rome-
dial measures ! and when in December 1917 the Champavan
Agrarian BAH was moved in the Behar Legislative Coun~
¢il, the Hon. Mr, Maude made a frank statement of the
scandals which necessitated an enquiry by a Commission
and acknowledged Mr, ‘Gandhi's sawwes in these ha,nfi~ o
S0me terms te—e

T i8 constantly asaerted and I hmre myaelf often haard 1t_ 3

sa.id that there is in realxty nothing wrong or rotten in the

sbate of affaire; that all concamed are perfectly happy o long: :
" ‘a8 they are laft alone, and that it ix only when outside influences =

- and agitators corne in that any troubls is experlenced. I
submit that this contention is altogether untenable in the light
of the history of the last fifty years. What is it we fad on
each individual occasion when fresh attention hog been, at
remarkably short intervaly, drawn once more Yo the conditions

22154



of the production of the indigo ' plant? We do not find on aant

oveagion that some fresh little matter has gone wrong which
can be asily adjusted, but we find on overy occasion alike that
it is the system itself, which is condemned as being  inhevently
wrong and irppossibla, and we see also repeated time after time
the utter futility of bringing the matter to any lasting or satis-
factory settlement by the only solutions that have so far been
atternpted, namely, an enhavcoient of the price paid for indigo
and a reduction of the tenant’s burden by reducing the limit of
the proportion of hisland which he would be required to earmaric
for indigo culiivation, Repeatedly those expedients have been
tried-—repeatodly they have failed to effect a lasting golution,
partly because they could not be wuniversally enforced, but
chiefly because no thinking can set right a system which s in
itself inherently rotten and opeu to abuse.

. The planters of course could not endure this, They
took occasion to indulge in the most rapid and unbecoting:
attacks on Mr, Gandhi, One Mr, Irwin esrned an
upenviable notoriety by writing all sorts of scurrilons
attacks touching personalities which, have nothing to do
with the subject of enguiry. Columps of such stufl’ appear-
ed in the pages of the Pioneer : but Mr. Gandhi with a

_quiet humour replied in words which should have made the:
soul of Irwin peditent. The controversy on Me. Gandbi’s.
dress and Mrs. Gandhi’s stall-keeping reveals the character:
of the two men, Mr, ITrwin, fussy, vindictive, violent, ill-
tempered, writhing like a wounded snake in anger and
agony, and Mr, Gandhi secure in his righteousness,
modest, quiet, strong and friendly withno malice and
untainted by evil passions.

THE CONGRESS-LEAGUE SUHRME

By this time Mr. Gandhi had made the Guzerat
Sabha a well-equipped orgavisation for cffective sccial
gervice, When in August 1917 it was announced that Mr,
Montagu would be in India in connection with the scheme
of Post- War Reforms the Gtuzerat Sabha under the direc-
tion of Mr, Gandhi dovised in November the sdmirable
soheme of a monster petition in connection with the Con-
gress League Scheme, The idea and the movement alike
werg opportnne. Mr, Gandbi himself undertook the work
in his provinee of Ciuzernt and earvied it out with charac-
teristic thoroug?gn%s. 4 he\_ suggeation was taken wup by

A & el
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' the Congress and the Home Rule Leagne and the piles of
‘hooks containing the monster signatures wers duly present-
. ed to Mr, Montagu at Delhi. s
Meanwhile Mr, = Gandhi was not idle. On the 17th
| Beptember e presided over the Bombay Co-operative Con-
 ference, On Nov. 3, he delivered a remarkable address as.
president of the Gruzerat Political Corference and lator, of
the Cuzerat Educational (lonference. Then came the =
Congress weel in Caleutta in December and be presided,
over the First Session of the Social Service League when
‘he made a striking speech, ; j :

. Mr, Gandhi bas always travelled in the third class in
all his journeyings and the grievances of the third-clags.
\passengers are driven home in this address to the Social
' Servica League, But even before this he had already sent

| aTetter to the press on the subject on the 25th September,.

1917, in which he gave a vivid and true sccount of the
‘woes of the third-class passengers, Bk :
| PAMINE IN THE KAIRA DISTRIOT _

- After his return from the Ualcutta Congress of Dec,
1917, Mr. Gandhi was occupied in connection svith the

o famine in the Kaira district, The facts of the story can

bo ensily told in Mr. Gandhi’s own words uttered ato
mse@tiing;i;i qubay_ an Feb 6, 1918, ik : IS

. .. The responsibility for the notice issued by the Guzerat
fabha of Abmedabad was his; and nobody expected that the
(Government would misinterpret the objects of the notice. The
(Gruzerat Sabha bad sufficient proof of the plight of the people
in the Kaira Distriot and that the people were even obliged to
ge-_!i their cattle to pay taxes, and the notice was issued to
console those suifering from hardships. The Sabha’s request

was to suspend the collection of dues till negotiations wore

. over. Ifthe Commissioner of the Division had not been angry.
. with th x}.q%u.ta;t&@a- ‘and had talked to them politely, sich
~ origes would not have happened. He fully expected that the
‘deputation which would wait on the (tovernor would be abla
. to explain the sitnation to His Excellency and the people's
canse would succeed in: the end. Public men had every right
to advise the people of their rights. He trusted that those who
had given the people the right advice wuald stand by them
g.nci.would not hesitate to andergo hardships in ordar to secure.
justice. | S My
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" The firet and lasi priociple of passive resistance is that

we should not infliot hardships on others but put up with them
ourselves in order to get justice, and the Ciovernment need not

fear anything if we make up our mind as we are bent on

-getting sheer justice from it and nothing else, We.can have
fiwo weapons on occasions like thig:—Ravolt or passive resist-

~ance, and my roquest is for the second remedy always. In

order to_remove distress through which the CGruzerat peopls
_are passing, it is ray firm conviction that if we tell the truth to

4he Government, it will ultimately be convinced and if we ate

firra in our resolve, the Kaira District people ghall suffer
Wrongs ne more.’ ; . ) ol

AINTEREST IN SOUTH AFRICA

 1In spite of all these activities in Tndia, Mr. Gandhi
‘has not forgottan the scene of his éarly labours, His
South African friends and fellow-workers are always dear
to him, In a communication to the Zndian Opinion he
wrote under date 15th Dacember, 1917 :— ek

. When 1 left South Africa, I had fully intended te write fo
my Indian and Huglish friends there from time to time, but I
found my lot in India to be quite different from what I had
.expected it to be. T had hoped to be able to have comparative
peace and leisure but [ have been jrrosistibly deawn into many
activities. I hardly cope with them and local daily corre-
‘gnondence. Half of my time is passed in the Indian trains. My
South African friends will, I hope, forgive me for my apparent
neglect of them. Let mo assure them that not a day has pass-
pd butI have thought of them and their kindoess. South
Alrican associations can never he effaced from my memory, '

I note, too, that our people in South Africa are not yet free
#rom difficulties about trade licences and leaving certificates.
My Indian experience has confirmed the opinion that there ia
0 remedy like passive resistance againat sueh evils, The com-
munity has to exhanst milder remedies but 1 hope that it will
ot allow the sword of pasgsive resistance to get rusty. It is
our duty whilst the terrible war lasts to be satisfled with peti-
tions, efe;, for the degired relief buk L think the Government
-should know that the community will  not vest until tho ques-
tions above mentioned ave satisfactorily solved. It is but right
‘that [ should also warn the community against dangers from
swithin, I hear from those who return from South Afcica that
we are by no means free of those who are engaged in illioib
traffic. We, who seok justice must be above suspicion, and 1
‘hope that our leadses will nol rest tili they have urged the
Leommunity of internal defscts. j
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e | ANMEDABAD MILL STRIKE = .
- Passive Resistance in some form  or other bas always
~been Mr, Gandbi's final panaces for s)l ailments in
the body politic, Hs has appliel it with resolute
courage, nand has af least as often snheceeded as he has
undoubtedly failed. But success or failure in the pursuit
of a righteous causo is seldom the determining factor,
with men of Mr, Gandhi’s moral stamina, When in Mareh
1918 the mill hands at Abmedabad went on strike, Mr.
Gandhi was requisitioned to settle the dispute between the
millowners and the workmen. Mo wag guiding the latter
0 o successiul settlement of their wages whon some of
them betrayed a sense of weakness and despair ; and
demoralisation was apprebendad, At a critical stage in
the crisis Mr. Gandhi and Miss Anusnyabhai took the vow
of fast. This extreme action on the part of My, Gandhi
- was disquieting to Iriends and provoked some bitter com-
 ments from the unfriendly, He, of course, would be the
~ Iast person to resort to such a method of forcing the wmill-
owners by appealing to their sense of pity, knowing thot
they were his friends and admirers. IHe explained the
circumstances in 2 statement issued subsequently :—

I am not sorry for the vow, but with the belief that I have,
I would have beet unworthy of the truth undertaken by me if
A - T had done anything less, = Befove I took the vow 1 knew that
there were gerions defects about it. For me to take guch a
vew in order to affect in any shape or form the decision of the
millowners would be a cowardly injustico done to them, and
that I would so prove myself ugfit for the friendship whioh 1
had the privilege of enjoying with some of them. I knewthat T
ran the risk of being misunderstood. T could not prevent my fast
from affecting my docision. That knowledgo moreover put a
responsibility on me which I was ill-able to bear. From now
I disabled myself from gaining conzessions for the men whioh
ordinarily in a struggle such as this I would be eutirely justified
in'securing. [ knew, too, that I would have to be satisfied with
the minimum I could get from the millowners and with a fulfil-
ment of the letter of the men's vow rather than its spirit and so
hath i6 happened. I put the defects of my vow in one scale snd
the merits of it in the other, There are hardly any acts of human
beings which aro free from all taint. = Mine, I know, was
exceptionally taioted, but better thp Jdgnowiny of having
unworthily compromised by my vow the position and indepen-

8
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~dence of the mill-owners than that it should be said by pos-
+erity that 10,000 men had suddenly broken the vow whish they
‘had for over twenty days solemuly taken and repeated in the
mamaof God, I am fully convinced that no body of men caa
make themselves into ‘a nation or perform greak tasks unless
' whoey become as true ag steel and uitless their promises come.
" tobe regarded by the world like the law of the Medes and
' Pergians, inflexible, and unbreakable, and whatever may be the
werdict of friends, so far as I can think % present, on given
‘oecasions, I should not hesitate in future to repeat the humble
performance which I have taken the liberty of describingin the
wommunication. L '

o DELHI WAR CONFERENCE e
Mr. Gandbi was one of those invited to attead the
Tielbi War Confervence in April 1918. At fiest he refused
4o partivipate in the discussions on the ground that Me.
Tilak, Mrs, Besant and the Ali Brothers were not invited
to the Conference. He however waived the objection at
‘the pressing invitation personally conveyed by H, B the
Viceroy in an interview. At the Conference ho ‘apoke
briefly, supporting the logalty resolution, He explained
his position more clearly in a communique issued oy him
soon after the Confevence. Hs pointed oubi-— . .
1 recognise that in the bour of ity danger we must giye, 28
we have decided to give, ungrudging and ungquivocal support
to the Rmpire of which we aspire in the near future to be
partners in the same sense as the Dominions Overseas. Buf it
{s the simple truth that our response is due %o the expectation
that onr goal will be reached all the more speedily, On that:
account even as performance of duty automatioally confers a
sorresponding right, people are eutitlod to believe that the
imminent reforms alluded to in your speech will embody the
‘main general principles of the Congreas-League scheme, and 1
am sure thet it is this faith which has gnabled many membars
of the Conference totender to the Government their full -hearted
co-operation. 1¢f T could make my countrymen relrace tpmr
ateps, I would make them withdraw all the Congress resolutions
and not whisper “ Home Rule " or * Responsible Gov.e_rnm_ent.-_"
during the pendency of the War. I would make India offer all
her able-bodied aons as a saocrifice to the Empire at its critical
moment and I know that Indin, by this very act, would become
the most favoured partner in the HEmpire and rz?.csa,l distinetions
would become a thing of the past But practically the whale
of educated Tndia has decided to take a loss effoctive course, and
it iy no longer nossible to say that educated Iundia does not
exercise any infiuence on the magaes, - AR
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I feel sure that nothmslssa than a definite vision of Home
Rule to be realised in the shortest pogsible time will satisfy the
Tndian people. I know that there are many in India who
consider no sacrifice is toe great in order to acliieve the’
and they are wakeful enough to realise that they must

QL

aqually prepared to sacrifice thewselves for the Empire in wh{ch

they hope and desire to reach their final status. It follows then
that we can but accelerate our journey to the goal by silently
and simply devoting ourselves heart and soul to the work of
«lelivering the Empire from the threatening danger. It will be
a'natiohal suicide not to recognise this elementary truth. We

‘muot perceive that, if we serve to save the Hmpire, wo have in

that very act secursd Home Rule. :
Whilst, therefore, it is clear o me that we should give to

the Empire every available man for its defence, I fear that I

" cannot say the same thing about the finaneiul assistance. My
intimate interconrse with tlie raiyats convinces me that Tndia

‘has already donated to the Imperial Excheques beyond her

_ capacity. I know that,in making thig gtatement, I em voiomg
" the opmlon of the ma]onty of my countrymen,

Xt is mt:emstmg ‘to note that ‘aven 0 em]y as thig
,M ‘QGandhi foreshadowed his views on the Khilafat
question of which we shall hear so much indeed in the
subsequent pages, My, Gandhi wrote these words in a letter
to the Viceroy :—+

Lastly, I would like you to ask His Majesty's Ministers to
glva definite assurance about the Mukammadan States. 1 am
. mure you know that every Muhammadan is deeply interested in

" them. Ag a Hindu I cannot be indifferent to their cauge. Their
gorrows must be our sorrows,  In the most sorupulous ragard
for the rights of those Statea and for the Musiim sentiment as to
‘the placea of worship and in your just and timely treatment of
. the Indian claim to Home Rule lie the safpty of the Empire. I
write this, because I love the Wnglish nation and I wish to
-evoke in every Indian the loyalty to Englishman, ;

LORD WILLINGOON AND HOME RULERS

On Jurve 10, 1918, Lord Willingdon, then (overnor

of Hombay, presiding over the Bowmbay War Conference,
happened to make an unfortunate reference to Home
Rulers, Mr. Tilak who was on the war-path resented what
be deemed an unwarranted insult to Howme Rulers and
instantly lauuched on a downright political oration. His
Excellency ruled him out of order and one by one the
Home Rulers loft.the Conference, Mr, Gandhi was asked
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to pa*aazde over tbe protesh meatmg m Bombay held on-_

i ehe 16th  June, Ho spoke as follows i—

o Lord Willingdon bas presented them with the expmaamn”
i ...-Hmr'e Rule Leaguers digtinguished from Home Rolers. 1can~
' not conceive the existence of an Indian who is not a Home
Ruler: but there ace millions like myself who are not
" Home Rule Leaguers.  Although L ara not a member of apy
Home Rule Leagne I wish to pay on thig auspicibus day my
 bumble tribute to numerous Home Rule Leaguers whose agsocia-
tion I have ever sought in my work and which has been
extended to me ungrudgingly. T bave found many of them to'
be L.apabla of any sacrifice for the sake of the Motherland.,
: ' NECRUITING FOR THE WAR e
M, Gandbi did a great deal to stimulate rscrumng-
for the war, Though he did not hesitate to criticise the
: bureaucracy for individual aets of wrong, he want about
in the Districts of Kaira callmg for recruite,  Time and
. agnin he wrote to the press urging the need for volunteors
and be constantly epoke o the educated and the illiterate
alike on the negessity for ]omlng the Dafence  Horcs,
0o one occasion he said in Kaira whem be had ﬁonducmd
. Batyagraba on an extensive seale i :
b You have successfally demonstrated how you uan
resigt  Grovernment ‘with civility, and how 'you ecan re-
tain your own respect without hurting theirs. T now
‘placs before youw 'an oprortunity of proviog  that you
bearno hoahllty o Grovernmentin spite of your qtrenuous tight
with them.
You 2re all Homa' Rulers, some of you are memhers of
Home Rule Leagues, One meaning of Home rale is that we
. should become partners of the Empire. To-day we are 4 subjeet
people.  We do not enjoy all the rights of Englishmen. We
. are not to-day pariners of the Ewpire as are Canads, South
Africa and Australia. We are a Dependsney. We want the
rights of Englishmen, and we aspire to be as much partners of
the Bmpire a5 the Dominions Oversens. We wish for the time
‘when we may aspire to the Viceregal office. To bring such a
rtate of things we shovld have the ability to6 defend ourselves,
~ that is the ability to bear armsg and to use them, Ag long as’
we have to look to Englishmen for our defence, ay long a8 we
~ are not free from the fear of the nmilitary, so long we ¢onnot be
regarded as equal partners with Englishmen. I, therefore, be-
hoves ug to learn the use of arms and to acquire the ubﬂity to
defond ourselves. 1If we want tolearn theuse of arms With the
greatest possibie despateh, it is our duty to onhst omaivea in.
the Army. _
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The easiest and the straightest way to win Swarajya,
suid Mr, Gandhi, is to _part‘.ici\pate in the defence of the
Empire, Thie argument, doubtless, went home, and he
appealed in the following words . — : _

~ There are 600 villages in the Kaira District. Every village
~has on an average a population of over 1,000. If every village
‘gave al least twenty men the Kaiva District would be able to
raige an army of 12,000 men. The population of the whole
district is seven laklis and this number will then work out at 17
* per ceut.~~a rate which islower than the death-rate. If we ate
i ‘wot prepared to make even thig sacrifice for the Empire and
Bwarajya, it is no wonder if we are rezarded as unworthy of i,
If every village gives at least twenty men they will return from
the war and be the living bulwarks of their yillage. If they
. fall on the battle-field, they will immortalise themselves, their
. villages and their country and twenty fresh men will follow
* suit and offer themeelves for national defence. '
AN THE MONTAGU REFORMS :

We have noticed how Mr, Gandhi tnok a leading part:

in the agitation for post-war reforms and how his idea of a
monster petition was taken up by every political bod y of
importance in the country. It must, however, be noted
with regret that his enthusiasm for the reforms was not
kept up as he was absolutely engrossed in other affairs, On
the publication of the Joint Report in July 1918, Mr,
Gandhi wrote o the Servant of India at the roquest of the
Hon. Mr. (now the Rt. Hon,) V. 8. 8. Sastri for an ex-
pression of opinion ;— :

No scheme of reform can possibly benofit India that doew
not recognise that the present administration is top-heavy and
‘ruincusly expensive and for me sven law, order and good
goyernment would be too dearly purchased if the price o be
‘paid forit is tobe the grinding poverty of the masses. The
~watchword of our Reform Councily will have to be not the

- increage of taxation for the growing nouds of a growing country,
but a decrease of financial burdens that are sSappiog the founda-
- hion iteelf of organic growth. If this fundamental fact is recog-
niged m?ﬁtl nee% he no suspicionhof '
am perfectly safe in asserting that in every other res ect
British interests will be as secure in Indian haxl:gs a8 they ar% in
their own. 4 :

It follows from what I havesaid above that we must: respect-
fully press for the Congress-League claim for the immediate
granting to Indians of 50 per ceat./of the higher posts ia the
Civil Service, ' N .

3

our motives and I think T
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But soon there began a movement which was to tax '

! the utmost energies of Mr. Gandhi, a movement fraught

. with grave consequeuces, The G:wernmant of India per-
aisted in passing a piece of legislation known as the |
Rowlatt Laws which were designed to curb still further
what little liberty is yet postessed by Indians in their own

country.  The legislation was presumed to be based on the
Report of the Rowlatt Committes which announced the
dmcovery ©of plots for the subversion of (overnment.

Friends of Government, solicitous of the peaceful and well-
m‘dered condition of soclety, warned it of the danger of
pussing such sets which betrayed o tactless want of confi-

* dence and trust in the people at a time when Responsible
. Government was contemplated, The bill was stoutly
. -opposed by the public and the press, It was denounced

" by every political organisation worth the name, 1t was
gmeverely and oven vehemently attacked in the Impecia]
Council, Irrespective of parties, the whole country stpod
solid against a measure of such iniguity. The Hon. Mr,

- Bastri and  Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, snd in fact
avery one of the non-official members condemnped the bill
as outrageous and forebode grave consequerices if it should
‘be passed. But Government wag obstinate and tna bilk
was passed in the teeth of all opposition.

. My, Gandhi who travelled all over the oountry“ and
wrote and spoke with amazing energy was not to be easily
silenced.  Hvery other form of constitutional agitation
having failed he resorted as usual to his pataut-—‘Satya.-
graha, On February 28, 1919, he pubhshed a momentous
pledge which he asked hm cmmtrymen to sign and observe
ag A covenant binding on them. The p]edge ran as
follows : —

M Being consmentlously of opinion that the Bills known as
“the Indian Oriminal Law (Amendment) Bill No. 1 of 1919, and
‘the Criminal Law (Emergency Fowers) Bill No. 11 of 1919 ara
~unjnst,subversive of the principle of liberty and justice, and de-
_gtructive of the elementary rights of individuals on which the
_safety of the community as a whole and the State itself is

baged, we solemnly affirm that in the event of thase me
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becoming law and n,hbil_-_ they are withdrawn, we shall refuse

wivilly o obey bthese laws and such other laws as a committos
to be hereafter appointed may think fit and further affirm that
o this m_u%gl:e ‘we will faithfully follow truth and refrain from
wiolence to life, parson or property.” '

He than started on an extensive tour through the
country educating the learned and the unlearned, in

~ the principles and practice of Satyagraha. At Bombay,

Allababad, Madras, | Tanjove, Trichy, Tuaticorin and
Negapatam he addressed large gatherings in Mareh,
Bunday the 6th April was appointed the Satyagraha Day
when complete Asréal was to be observed, prayers offered
and the vow to be taken amidst great demonstra~
tions. Delhi ohserved the Satyagraha day on the 306h, and
there ensued o scuffla between the people and the police.
It was alleged against the Delhi people at the Railway
Btation

(1) that some of them were trying t0 coerce sweetmeat

-sollers into closing their stalls; (2) that some were forcibly
sppreventing people from plying tramcars and other vehiclea z

- (3) that some of them threw brickbats; (4) that the whole

corowd that marched to the Station demanded tha relsase of
men who were said to be coercers and who were for thak
Teason arrested at the instance of the Railway authorifies s
(9) that the crowd declined to disperse when the Magistrate

Zave orders to di.ﬁp.eraa: :

Swami Shraddhananda (the {ve‘;l-known Mabatoa

' Munshi Ram of the Gurnkula, who had taken the orders of

$he Sannyasi) denied the first three allogations. Granting
they were all troe there was mno pesd, argued
Mr, Gandhi, for the interference of the military who were
called on to fire on the unarmed mob. But the crowd
was completiely self-possessed and though there was some
doss of life, it spoke volumes in praise of the Delhi poople

_ khat they conducted a weeting of 40,000 in perfect peace _

and order, But the Dolhi tragedy had burnt itself into

~the soul of Mr. Gindhi and his friende. The incident he

said, *“imposed an added responsibility npon Satyagrahis
of steeling their hewrts and goiug on with their struggie
until the Rowlatt Legislation was withdrawn.,” The whole
gountry answored Mr, Gandhi's call ina way that was a



