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how much the country has lost by reason of am ours hiv­
ing managed its battles with the serkms-mirtded,' trained 
and wholetime-worfcing bureaucracy.

The Critics then argue that the lawyers will starve, it  
they leave their profession. This cannot be said of the 
profession.- They do at times suspend work for visiting: 
Europe or otherwise. Of those who live from hand to 
inouth, if they are honest. men, each local Khilafat Com­
mittee can pay them an honorarium against full time service.

Lastly, for Mahoraedan lawyers, it has been suggested 
that, if they stop their practice, Hindus will take it up, I #fo 
hoping Hindus will-at least show the negative courage of not 
touching their Muslim brethren's clients, even if they do not. 
suspend their own practice. But I am sure no religiously 
minded Musulman will be found to say that they cad carry 
an, the fight only if the Hindu Stand side by side with theta 
in sacrifice. If the Hindus do as they must, it will be to 
their honour and for the common good of both. But the 
Mnsultnans .must go forward whether the Hindus join them, 
dr not. If it is a matter of life and death with them, they 
must not count the cost. No cost is too heavy for the pre ­
servation of one’s honour, especially religious honour, Only 
they will sacrifice who cannot abstain. Forced sacrifice is 
no sacrifice. It will not last. A movement lacks sincerity 
when it, is supported by unwilling workers under pressure.• 
The Khiiafat movement will become an irresistible force 
when every Musalman treats the peace terms as an indi­
vidual wrong. No man waits for others’ help or sacrifice in 
matters of private personal wrong. He seeks help no doubt, 
but his battle against the wrong goes on whether he gains 
help or not. If he has justice on his side, the divine law is 
that he does get: help, God is the help of the helpless. 
When the Pandava brothers were unable to help Draupadi,.
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God came to the rescut* and saved her honour. The Prophet 
'.was helj ed %  Gc4 V hen he retired to be forsaken by men

Now for the Schools.
I leal that if we have not the courage to suspend the 

education of tur children, vre do rot deserve to win the- 
battle.

The first stage includes renunciation of honours or 
favours. As a matter of fact no government bestows favours- P 
without talcing more than the favours arc worth. It would be \ 
it bad and extravagant government which threw away its 
favours. In a government broad-based upon a people's will, 
we give our lives to secure a trinket which is a symbpol of 
service. Under an unjust government which defies a -people s- 
will, rich Jagv s become a sign of servitude and dishonour.
Tims consideied, the schools must be given up without a- 
moment's thought,

Fqr me the whole scheme of non-co-operation is, 
among other things, a test of the intensity and extent o: 
our feeling. Ate «e ger.uine»i* Are we prepared to suffer ?
It has been said that we may not expect much response 
frtm title-holders, for they have never taken part in nation- 
al affair's and have bought their honours at too great a. 
price easily to sacrifice them. I make a present of the 
argument to the objectors and ask, what about the patents 
of sdn ol-chiidj-en and the grown up college-students T 
I hey have no such intonate connection with the Govern­
ment as the title-holders, Do they or do they not feel 
enough to eiobje them to sacrifice the schooling f

But I contend that there is no sacrifice involved in 
emptying the schools- We must-be specially unfit for nor 
co nj eiatibn it we are so..helpless as to be Uttbleto manage 
cur own education in total independence of the Government;
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Every village should manage the education! of its own 
children. I would not depend upon Government aid. If 
there is a real awakening the schooling need not be interrupt 
editor a single day. The very school-masters who are now 
conducting Government schools, if they are good enough to 
resign their office, could take charge of national schools and 
teach our children the things they need, and not make of 
the majority of them indifferent, clerks. I do look fco the 
Aligarh College to give the lead in this matter. The moral 
effect created by the emptying of our Madrassas will be 
tremendous. I doubt not that the Hindu parents and 
■scholars would not fail to copy their Musulman brethren.

Indeed what could be grander education than that the 
patents and scholars should put religious sentiment before 
a knowledge of letters^. If therefore no arrangement could 

•i* T-mediately made for the literary instruction of youths 
who might be withdrawn, it woull be most profitable train- 
• -tgf.'Jt them to be 'able to. work as volunteers lor the cause 
which may necessitate their withdrawal from Government 
schobk. For as in the case of the lawyers, so in the case of 
coys, my .cation of withdrawal does not mean an idolent life. 
y, a -withdrawing boys will, each -according to his worth, be 

••expected to -take their share in the agitation.

SPEECH AT MADRAS.
L Addressing a huge concourse of people of all classes numbering 

■ over 30,000, assembled on the Beach opposite to the Presidency 
College, Madras, on the ] 2th August, 1920. Mr. Gandhi outlined his 
"Son-Co-operation scheme and sketched the programme of work 
before the country. He said >—3 fljfi

Mr. Chairman and Friends,— Like last year, I have to 
.ask your forgiveness that J should have to speak being 
.seated. Whilst my voice has become stronger than It was

/ ' I
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last year, my body is Stitt weak; and if I were to attempt 
tc speak to you standings, I could not hold on for very many 
minutes before the whole frame would shake. I hope, 
therefore, that you will grant me permission to speak 
seated,. I have sat here to address you on a most import­
ant question, probably a question whose importance we have 
not measured up to now.

Lokamayna T ilax,
But before I approach that question on this dear old 

beach of Madras, you will expect me—you will want me— 
to offer my tribute to the great departed, Lokamanya Tilak 
Maharaj (Loud and prolonged cheers). I would ask this 
great,assembly to listen to me in silence. I have come to 
make an appeal to your hearts and to your reason and i 
could not do so unless you were prepared to listen to what- • 
ever I have to say in absolute silence. 1 wish to offer my 
tribute to the departed patriot and ! think that I cannot do 
better than say that his death, as his life, has poured new 
vigour into the country. If yon were present as I was pre 
sent at that great funeral procession, you would realise with 
roe the meaning of my words. Mr, Tilak lived for h'S- 
country. The inspiration of his life was freedom for his 
country which he called Swaraj ; the inspiration of his 
death-bed was also freedom for his country. And it was 
that which gave him such marvellous hold upon his 
countrymen ; it was that whiof commanded the adoration 
not of a few chosen Indians belonging to the upper strata . 
of society but of millions of his countrymen. His life was 
one long sustained piece of self-sacrifice. He began that 
life of discipline and self-Sacrifice in 1879 and continued . 
that life up to the end of his day, and that was the secret 
of his hold upon his country. He not only knew what he
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wanted tor. his country but also how to live for his count ry 
how to die for his country. I hope then that whatever 

I say this; evening to this vast tons of people, will bear 
fruit (n that same sacrifice for which me life of Lokamanya 
Tilak Mahar&j stands. H-is life, if it teaches us anything' 
whatsoever, teaches one supreme lesson ; that if we want to 
do anything whatsoever for oar country, we can do so not 
by speeches however grand, eloquent and convincing they 
may be, but only by sacrifice at the back of every word and 
at the back of every act of our life, i have come to ask 
everyone of you whether you are ready and willing to give 
sufficiently for your country’s sake, for your country’s 
honour and for religion, I have boundless faith in you, 
tha citizens of Madras, and the people of this great 
presidency, a faith which I began to .cultivate in the 
year 1893 when I first made acquaintance with the Tamil 
labourers in South Africa.; and l hope that, in these hours 
of our trial, this province will not be second to any 
other in .India, arid that it will lead in this spirit of 
self-sacrifice and will translate every word into action.

N e e d  f o r  N o n -C o -o p e r a t -jon

Whit is this non-co operation, about which you have 
heard much, and why do we want to offer this non-co- 
operation ? I wish to go for the time being into the why. 
There are two things before this country : the first and 
the foremost is the Khliafat question. On this the heart 
of the MuSsaltnans of India has become laScerated. British 
pledges given after the greatest deliberation by the Prime 
Minister of England in the name of the English nation, 
have been dragged into the mire The promises given to 
Moslem India on the Strength of which the consideration 
that was excepted by the British nation was exacted, have
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'‘been broken-, and the great religion of Islam, has been 
.placed in. danger. The Mussulmans hold— and I venture 
to think they rightly hold— that., so long as -British promises 
-remain unfulfilled, so long is it impossible for theta to 
tender w-hoie-hoarted fealty and loyalty to the British 
connection ;, and if it is to be a choice for a devout 
Mussaiman between loyalty to the British connection and „ 
loyalty to his Code and Prophet, he will not require a 
second to make his choice*— and he has declared his 
choice. The Mussulmans say frankly, openly and 
honourably to the whole world that, if the British 
Ministers and the British nation do not fulfil toe 
pledges given to them and do not wish to regard with 
respect the sentiments of 70 millions of the inhabitants 
of India who profess the faith of Islam, it will be 
impossible for them to retain Islamic loylaty. It is a 
question, then, for the rest of the Indian population to con­
sider whether they want to perform a neighbourly duty by 
their Mussaiman countrymen, and if they do, they have 
an opportunity of a lifetime which will not occur for ano ­
ther hundred years, to show their good-will, fellowship and 
friendship and to prove what they have been saying for 
all these long years that the Mussaiman is the broth er of 
the Hindu. If the Hindu regards that before the co nnec- 
ticn with the British nation comes his natural connect ana 
with his Moslem brother, then I say to you that, if you find 
that the Moslem claim is just, that it is based upon real 
sentiment, and that at its background is this great religi ous 
feelsng, you cannot do othewise than help the Mussalmans 
through and through, so long as their cause remains just 
and the means for attaining the end remains equ iUy ' u.st, - 
honourable and free from harm to India. These are the 
plain conditions which the Indian Musalmans have accep te<I
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tmd it was when they saw chat they could accept the- 
preferred aid of the Hindus, that they could always justify 
the cause and the means before the whole world, that they 
decided to accept the preferred hand of fellowship. It is 
she ti for Hindus and Mahamadans to offer a united front to 
Use whole of the Christaian powers of 'Europe and tell them- 
that weak as India is, India has still got the capacity o f  
preserving her self-respect, she still knows how to die for 
her religion and for her self-respect.

That is the Khilafcu in a nut-shed; but you have also 
got the Punjab. The Punjab has wounded the heart o f  
India as no other question has for the past century. I do 
not exclude from my calculation the Mutiny of 1857. W hat­
ever hardships India had to suffer during the Mutiny, the- 
insult that was attempted to he offered to her during the 
passage of the Rowiatt legislation and that which was offer­
ed afte r its passage were unparalled in Indian history.
It is because you want justice from the British nation in- 
connection with the Punjab atrocities you have to devise 
ways and means as tea how yon can get this justice, T h e  
Hotise of Commons, the House of Lords, Mr, Montagu, the 
Vic«r 'of of India, every one of them knows what the feeling 
of India is on this Ehiiafat question and on that of the 
Punjab ; the debates in both the Houses of parliament, the 
action of Mr. Montagu ar.d that of the Viceroy have 
demonstrated to you completely that they are not willing 
to give the justice which is India's due and which she 
demands, I suggest that, our leaders have got to find a 
way out of this great difficulty and unless we have made 
ourselves even with the British rulers in Inclia and unless 
we have gained a measure of self-respect at the hands of 
the British rulers in India, no connection, and no friendly 
intercourse is possible between them and ourselves, I.



therefore, venture to suggest: this beautiful unanswerable 
method of non-co-operation.

Is it Unconstitutional ?
I have been told that non-co-operation is unconstitu­

tional. I venture to deny that it is unconstitm ional. On 
the contrary, I hold that non-co-operation is a just and 
■religious doctrine ; it. is the inherent right of every human 
being and it is perfectly constitutional. A great lover of the 
British Empire has said that under the British constitution 
even a successful rebellion is perfectly constitutional and he 
quotes historical instances, which 1 cannot deny, in support 
of his claim. I do not claim any constitutionality for a 
rebellion successful or otherwise, so long as that rebellion 
means in the ordinary sense of the term, what it does mean,, 
namely, wresting justice by violent means, On the con­
trary, I have said it repeatedly to my countrymen that 
violence, whatever end it may serve in Europe, will never 
serve us in India. My brother and friend Shaukat Alt 
believes in methods of violence ; and if it was in his power 
to draw the swor cl against the British Empire, I know hat 
he has go::: the coinage of a man and he has got also the 
wisdom to see that he should offer that battle to the British 
Empire. But beca use he recognises as a,true' soldier that 
means of violence a re not open to India, he sides with me 
accepting my humble assistance and pledges his word that 
so long as I am with him and so long as he believes in the 
doctrine, so long will be not harbour even the idea of 
violence -gainst any single Englishman or any single man- 
on earth, I am here to tell you that he has been as true as 
his word and has kept it religiously, I am here to bear 
witness that he has been follow ing out this plan of nor 
violent non-co-operation to the very letter and I am asking 
indiato follow this non-violent, non-co-operation, 1 tell
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you that there is not abetter soldier living so. our ranks in 
British India than Shaukat All. When the time for the 
di a wing of the sword comes, if it ever comes, you 
will find him drawing that sword and you will, find me 
retiring to the jungles of Hindustan. As soon as India' 
accepts the doctrine of the sword, my life as an Indian is 
finished. It is because I believe in a mission special to India 
and it is because I believe that: the ancients of India, after 
centuries of experience hive found out that the true thing 
for any human being on earth is not justice based on. 
violence but, justice based' ou sacrifice of self, justice based 
on Yagna and Kurbani,— I:cling to that d>ctririe and I 
shall cling to-it for ever,—fit is for that reason f tel! you 
that whilst my friend believes also in the doctrine of 
violence and has adopted the doctrine of non-violence as a 
•weapon of the weak, £ believe in the doctrine of non-vio­
lence as a weapon of the strongest. I believe that a man is 
■thestrongest soldier for daring to die unarmed with his 
breast bare before the enemy. So much far the non­
violent part of non-co-operation, I therefore, venture to 
•suggest to my learned country men that, so long as tbs 
■doctrine of non-co-operation remains non-violent, so long 
there is nothing un-constitutional in the doctrine.

I ask further, is it unconsticotioiul for me to say to 
the British Government. ‘ I refuse to Serve you t" Is it 
unconstitutional for our worthy chairman to return with 
every respect ail the titles that he hr.? ever held from the 
Government? Is it ■ unconstitutional for any parent to 
withdraw his children from a Government o aided school f  
Is it unconstitutional for a lawyer to say * t sh all no longer 
support the arm of the law so long as that arm of law is 
used not to raise me but to debase me f  Is it unconstitu­
tional for,a civil servant or for a judge to say, < I refuse to
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-•‘serve a Government which does not wish to respect the 
wishes of the whole people f* f. ask, is it unconstitutional 
for a policeman or for a soldier to tender his resignation 
when he knows that he is called to serve a Government 
which traduces its own countrymen ? Is it unconstitutional 
for me to go to the ‘ krishan,’ to the agriculturist, and say 

"to.him ‘ it is not wise for you to pay any taxes, if these 
taxes are used by the Government not to raise you but to 
weaken you ? ’ I hold and I venture t o Submit, th it there 
is nothing unconstitutional in it. What is more, I have done 

•every one of these things in ray life and nobody has quesp* 
tioned the constitutional character of it. 1 was in Kaira 
working in the midst of 7 lakhs of agriculturists. They 
had all suspended the payment of taxes and the whole of 
’India was at one with me. Nobody considered that it was 
untonstitutional. I submit that in the whole plan of non- 
co-operation, there is nothing unconsitiUional, But I do 
venture to suggest that it will be highly unconstitutional in 
the midst of this unconstitutional Government,— ;ra the 
midst of a nation which has built up its magnificent con- 

'Stif.ufit>n,-~fGr the people of India to become weak and to 
crawl on their belly-—it will be highly unconstitutional tor 
the people of India to pocket every insult that is offered to 
them ; it is highly unconstitutional for the 70  millions of 
hfohamadans of India to submit to a violent wrong done to 
their teligion ; it is highly unconstitutional for the whole 
of India to sit still and co-operate with an unjust 
Government which has trodden under its feet the honour 
of the Punjab, I say to my countrymen so long as you have 
a sense of honour and so long as you wish to .remain the 
descendants and defenders of the noble traditions that 
have been handed to you for generations after generations,

4t is unconstitutional for you not to non-co-operate and no
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constitutional for you to co-operate with a Government’ 
which has became so unjust as our Government has- 
become. I am not anti-English; I am not anti-British f 
I am not atiti-any Government; but l am anti-untruth—  
anti-humbug and anti-injustice. So long as the Govern­
ment spells injustice, it may regard me as its enemy,- 
Implacable enemy. I had hoped at the Congress at: 
Amritsar— I am speaking God’s truth before you— when 
I pleaded on bended kneess before some of you for co-opera­
tion with the Government, 1 had full hope that the British 
Ministers who are wise as a rule, would placate the Mussal 
man sentiment, that they would do full justice in the matter 
of the Punjab atrocities ; and therefore, I said:—let- us- 
return good-will to the hand of fellowship that has been ex­
tended to us, which I the* believed was extended 
to us through the Royal Proclamation. It was bn 
that account that I pleaded for co-operation. But to-day 
that faith having gone and obliterated by the acts 
of the British Ministers, I am here to plead not for futile 
obstruction in the Legislative Council but for real substan­
tial non-co-operation which would paralyse the mightiest 
Government on earth, That is what I stand for to-day. 
Until we have wrung Justice, and until we having wrung- 
our self-respect from unwilling hands and from un­
willing pens there can be no-co-operation. Our Shastras 
say and I say so with the greatest deference to all 
the greatest religious preceptors of India but without 
fear of contradiction, that our Shastras teach us that there 
shall be no-cooperation between injustice, and justice, 
between an unjust man and a justice-loving man, between 
truth and untruth , Co-operation is a duty only so long as 
Government protects your honour, and non-co-operation is 
am equal duty when the Government, instead of protecting.

M l  O r' 1 M ,
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robs you of your honour. That is the doctrine of non-co~
opera! ion,

i'lON"CO“OPKK;ATION & TUB SpBCUL CONORRSS 
I have been told that 1 should have waited for the 

declaration of the special Congress which is the mouth­
piece of the whole nation. I know that it is the mouth­
piece of the whole nation. If it was for me, indi vidual Gandhi* 
to wait, l would have waited for eternity. But I had 
in my hands a sacred trust. I was advising my Mussalxaan 
countrymen and for the time being I hold their honour in my 
hands. I dare notask 'hem to wait for any verdict but the 
verdict of their own Conscience. Do you suppose that Mussal- 

• mans can eat their own words, can withdraw from the honour­
able position they have taken up f  If perchance—and Godf 
forbid that it should ha open—the Special Congress decides 
against them, I would still advise my countrymen, the 
Mussdmans to stand single handed arid fight rather than 
yield to the attempted dishonour to their religion. It is 
therefore given to the Mass,limans to go to the Congress on 
bended knees and plead for support. But support, or no sup­
port, it was not possible for them to wait for the Congress to 
give them the lead. They had to choose between futile vio­
lence, drawing of the naked sword and peaceful non-violaat 
but effective non-co-operation, and they have made them 
choice. I venture furthe to say to you that if there is any 
body of men who feel as I do, the sacred character of non- 
co-operation, it is for you and me not to wait for the Con ­
gress but to act and to make it impossible for the Congress 
to give any other verdict, After all what is the Congress/
The Congress is the collected voice of individuals who form 
it, and tf the individuals go to the Congress with a unites, 
nice, that will be the verdict you will gain from the Con- 
ress. But if we go to the Congress with no opinion because
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we have none or because we are afraid to express it, then 
naturally we await the verdict of the Congress. To those who 
are unable to make up their mind I say, by all means wait, 
flat for those who have seen the clear light as they see the 
lights in front of them, for them, to wait is a sin. The Con­
gress dees not expect you to wait but it expects'you to act so 
that the Congress can guage properly the national feeling. 
So much for the Congress.

B o y c o t t  of t h e  C o u n c i l s .
Among the details of non-co-operation I have placed 

in the foremost rank the boycott of the councils. Friends 
have quarrelled with me. for the use of the word boycott, 
because I have disapproved— as I disapprove even now— 
beyrott of British goods or ai y goods for that matter. But 
there, boycott has its own meaning and here boycott has- 
its own meaning. I not only do not disapprove but 
appreve cf the boycott of the the councils that ire  going to
be foirued next year. And why do I do it ? The people-..
the masses, —require frt in us, the leaders, a clear lead. 
They do not want any equivoc ation from us. The sugges­
tion that we should seek election arid then refuse to take the 
oath of allegiance, would only make the r ation distrust the 
leaders. It is not a Clear kad-to the nation. So I say to 
you, my count!) men, not to fall into this trap We shall' 
sell our country by adopting the method' of seeking election 
-and then not taking the oath of allegiance. We may fird1 

it d fliculi, art! I hai kly oenfess to yen ?ha11 have not 
that trust in so many Indians making that deciaianon and 
standing by it. To-day I suggest to .those who h-or estly 
hold the view— viz, that we should seek election and then 

refuse to take the oath of allegiance— l suggest to them 
that they will fall into a trap which they are preparing1 for 
themselves and for the nation. '1 hat is my view. I hold:
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that if we want to give the nation the clearest • possible -lead. 
and if we' want not to play with this great nation, we raust 
make it clear to this mu ion that we cannot take any favours, 
no -matter, how great they may be, so long as-those favours 
are accompanied by an injustice, a double wrong done to 
India not yet redressed. 'Ihe first indispensable th ing, 
before we can receive any favours from them- is that they 
should redress this double wrong. Ther e is a Greek proverb 
which used to say *f Beware of the Greeks but especially f  
beware of them when (hey bring gifts to you,”  To-day I 
from those ministers who are bent upon perpetuating the 
wrong to Islam and to the Punjab I say we cannot accept 
gifts but we should be doubly careful- lest we may not fall 
into the trap that they may. have devised, ! therefore1 
suggest that we must rot coquet with the council and 
must not have anything whatsoever to do with them. I am 
told that if we, who represent the national sentiment, do 
not seek election, the Moderates who do not represent that 
sentiment will 1 do not agree. I do not know what the 
Moderates represent and I do not know what the Nationa ­
lists represent. I know that there are good sheep and black 
sheep amongst the Moderates. I know that there are good 
sheep and black sheep amongst she Nationalists. I know 
that many Moderates hold honestly the view that it is a sin 
to resort to non-co-operation. I respectfully agree to differ- 
from them. I do say to them also that they will fail into 
a trap which they will' have devised if they seek election 
But that does not. affect-'my situation. If I feel in mv 
heart of hearts that I  ought not to go to the councils, I  
ought at least to abide by this decision and it. does not 
waiter if ninety-nine other country men seek election. That 
is the ciily way in which public work can be done, and 
public opinion can be built. That is the only way in
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reforms can be achieved and religion can. be 
conserved. If it is a question of religions honour,, 
whether I am one or among many I must stand upon 
my doctrine. Evert if I should die in the attempt, it 
Is worth dying for, than that I should live and deny 
rny own doctrine. I suggest that it will be wrong on the 
.part of any one to seek election to these Councils. If once 
we feel that, we cannot co-operate with this Government, 
we-have to commence from the top. We are the natural 
leaders of the people and we have acquired the right and 
the power to go to the nation and speak to it with the 
voice of non-co-operation, I therefore do suggest that it 
is inconsistent with non-co-operation to seek election to the 

, Councils on any terms whatsoever.
Lawyers and Non- co-operation 

I have suggested an >ther difficult matter, pig., that 
the lawyers should suspend their practice. How should 
I do otherwise knowing so well how the Government had 
always been able to retain this power through the instru­
mentality of lawyers. It is perfectly true that it is the 
lawyers of to-day who are leading us, who are fighting the 
country’s battles, but when it comes to a matter of action 
against the Government, when it comes to a matter of para­
lysing the activity of the Government I know that the 
Government always looks to the lawyers, however fine 
fighters they may have been, to preserve their dignity and 
their self-respect. I therefore suggest to my lawyer friends 
that it is their duty to suspend their practice and to show 
to the Government that they will no longer retain their 
offices, because lawyers are considered to be honorary- 
officers of the courts and therefore subject to their dis­
ciplinary jurisdiction. They must no longer retain these 
honorary offices if they want to withdraw co-operation
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•from Government, But what will happen to law and order/
’We shall evolve law and order through the instrumentality 
•of these very lawyers We shall promote arbitration courts 
.and dispence justice, pure,simple, home-made justice, Swa­
deshi justice, to our countrymen.’ That is what suspension 
of practice means.

P a  RESTS a n d  NON-CO-OI’F.RATTON.
1 have suggested yet another difficulty—to withd raw our 

-children from the Government schools and to ask collegiate 
students to withdraw from the College and to empty 
■Government aided schools. How could 1 do otherwise 1 1 
•‘want to guagc the nation al sentiment. 1 want to know 
whether the Mohmedans feel deeply. If they feel deeply
they will understand in the twinkling of an eye, that it »S
not right for them to receive schooling from a Government 
in which they have lost all faith ; and which they do not 
trust at all. How can I, if I do not want to help this Govern­
ment, receive any help from that Government. 1 think that 
the schools and colleges are factories for making clerks 
and Government servants. 1 would not help this great 
factory for manufacturing clerks and servants if I want to 
withdraw co-operation from that Government. Look at it 
from any point of view you like. It is not possible for you 
-to send your children to the schools and still believe in the 
doctrine of non-co-peration..

The Duty of T itle Holders.
I have gone further. I have suggested that our title 

holders should give up their titles. How can they hold on 
to the titles and honours bestowed by this Government/ 
They were at one time badges of honour when we believed! 
that national honour was safe in their hands. But now 
they are fio longer badges of honour but badges of dis­
honour and disgrace when we really believe that we cannot



êt: jiisfic® frafa this Government. Every title holder holds: 
his titles; anddiondbrs as trustee for-the nation and in this 
first step in the, withdrawal of '.Co-operation from the 
Government they should surrender their titles without a.

, moment’s coSidtratioh. I suggest to my Mahomedan 
countrymen that, if they fail in this primary doty they will 
certainly fail .in non-co-operation unless the masses them- . 
selves reject the classes and take up non-co-operation in 
t-heir hands and are able to fight that battle even as 
the -men of the French Revolution were able 
to- take the reins 6f  Government in their own hands leaving 
aside the leaders and marched to the banner of victory, I 
want no revolution. I want ordered progress. I want no 
d isordeved order, I want no chaos. I want real order to 
be evolved''cut of this chaos which is misrepresented to me 
as Order, If it is order established by a tyrant in order to 
get hold of the tyrannical reins of Government I say that 
it is no order for me but it is disorder. I want to evolve- 
just fee out of this injustice, Therefore I suggest to von 
the passive non-co-operation. If we would only realise 
the secret of this peaceful and infallible doctrine you will 
know and yen will find that you will not want to use even 
an angry word when they lift the sword at you and you 
will not want e ven to lift ycur little finger, let alone a stick 
or a sword.

A S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  E m p i r e .

You may consider that I ha1 e spoken these words in 
anger because I have cor sidered the ways of this Govern­
ment'immoral, unjust. debasing and untruthful, I use 
these adjectives with the greatest deliberation. J have 

used them for my own true brother with whom I was 
engaged in a battle of non-co-operation for full 13 years and 
although the ashes cover the remains of my brother I tel!

f( I )  L  <SL
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you that I used to tell him that he was unjust when his 
plans were based upon immoral foundation. I used to ell 
him that be did not stand for tiinh. There v.as no anger 
mrre. 1 told him this home truth because 1 loved him 
In the same manner, I tell the British people that I lovi- 
»hcm, and that I want their association but I want that 
association on conditions well defined. I want my S«sii- 
iesj ect and I want my absolute equality wUhthem. B ? 
cannot gain that equality from the British people 1 do not 
want that British connection T* I have to let the British 
people go and import temporal y dir order and dislocation 
of national business,T will favour that disorder and dislo­
cation than that I should have injustice from the hands of 
a great nation ruch as the British nation. You will find 
that by the tune the whole chapter is closed that the suc­
cessors of Mr. Montagu will give me the credit for 
having icndered the most distinguished seivice that I ha- 
yet rendered to the Empire, in having offered this non-co- 
operation arid in having suggested the boycott, not of His 
JRoyal Highness the Prince of Wales, but of boycott of a 
visit engineered by the Government in Order to lighten its 
hold on the national neck. I will not allow it even if I 
Stand alone, if I cannot persuade this nation not to welcome- 
that visit but will boycott that visit with all the power at 
my command. It is for that reason I stand before you and 
implore you to offer this religious battle, but it is not a 
battle offered to you by a visionary or a saint. I deny being 
a visionary. I do not accept the claim of saintliness. I am 
of the earth, earthy, a common gardener man as much 
any one of you, probably much more than you are. I am 
prone to as many weaknesses as you are But I have seen 
the world. I have lived in the world with my eyes 
open. I have gone through the most fiery ordeals that
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have fallen to the lot of man, I ha»e gone through, tills 
discipline. .1 have understood the secret of.my own sacred 
Hinduism, I have learnt the lesson that non-co-operation 
as the duty riot merely of the saint hut it is the duty of 
■every ordinary citizen, who not knowing much,, not caring 
to know much, but wants to perform his ordinary household 
functions. The people of Europe teach even their masses, 
the poor people, the doctrine of the sword. But the Risbis 
of India, those who have held the traditions of India, have 
preached to the masses of India the doctrine, not of the 
sword, not of violence but of suffering, of self-suffering.
And unless you and I are prepared to go through this pri­
mary lesson, we are not ready even to offer the sword and 
that is he lesson my brother Shaukat Alt has imbibed to 
teach and that is why he to day accepts my advice tendered 
to him in all prayerfulness and in all humility and 
says ‘long live non-co-operation.’ Please remember that 
even in England the little children were withdrawn 
from the schools; and colleges in Cambridge and 
Oxford were closed. Lawyers had left tneir desks and 
were fighting in the trenches, I do not present to you the 
trenches but I do ask you to go through the sa crifice that 

'•he men, women and the brave lads of England went 
Trough. Remember that you are offering battle to a na­
tion which is saturated with the spirit of sacrifice when­
ever the occasion arises. Remember that the little band 
of Boers offered stubborn resistance to a mighty nation. But 
their lawyers had left their desks. Their mothers had with­
drawn their children from the schools and colleges and the 
children had become the volunteers of the nation. X have 
seen them with these naked eyes of mine. I am asking 
my countrymen in India to follow no other gospel 
Shan the gesj el of selfsacrifice which precedes every



battle. Whether you belong to the school of Violence or 
man-violence you will still have to go through the fire of 
sacrifice, and of discipline. May God grant you, may God 
grant our leaders, the wisdom, the courage and the true 
knowledge to lead the nation to its cherished goal, May 
God grant the people of India the right path, the true 
vision, and the ability and the courage to follow this path, 
difficult and yet easy, of sacrifice.

SPEECH AT THE SPECIAL CONGRESS.
[After a prolonged tour round the country addressing large 

masses of people on the non-co-operation programme, Mr, Gandhi 
coached Calcutta in the first week of September to attend the Special 
Congress on the 4th to which the country had been looking forward 
for a difinite lead on the two issues vis;., the Punjab and the 
UtiW«* Already Mr, Gandfii had prepared the large mass of 
those likely to attend the session, to vote for his programme. But 
the leaders in -different provinces were by no means convinced of 
the soundness of Mr. Gandhi’s scheme. Lola Lajput Rai, the 
President of the Session and Mr. C. R. Das who subsequently 
foecame ardent - followers of Mr, Gandhi, stood out against his 
programme andjassiated by Mr. B. C, Pal, opposed Mr. Gandhi,
But Mr. Gandhi carried the day and his lead was followed in the 
Moslem League and the Khilafat Conference as well. The resolu­
tion ran as follows

*Tn view of the fact that on the Khilafat question both the Indian 
and imperial Governments have signally failed in their duty towards 
the Mussulmans'of India, and the Prime Minist er has deliberately 
broken h»8 pledged word given to them and that it is the duty of 
every non-Moslem Indian, in every legitimate manner to assist his 
Mussulman brother in this attempt to remove the religious calamity 
that has overtakenjhim:

And in view of the fact (that in. the matter of the events 
©f tire April of 1919 both the said Governments have grossly 
aeglected or failed to protect the innocent people of the Punjab 
and punish officers guilty of unsoldierly and barbarous behaviour
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towards them and have exonerated Sir Michael O’Dwyer who 
proved himself directly or indirectly responsible for the 
most of the official crimes arid callous to the sufferings of die 
people placed under his administration, and that the debate in the 
House of Lords betrayed a woeful Sack of sympathy with the people 

. of India and showed virtual support of the systematic terrorism and 
frightfillness adopted in the Punjab and t tat.the latest Viceregal 
pronouncement is proof of entire absence of repentance in the 
matters of the Khilafat and the Punjab :

This Congress is of opinion that there can be no contentment 
in India without redress of the two aforementioned wrongs and that 
the only effectual means to vindicate national honour and to prevent 
a repetition of similar wrongs in future is the establishment of 
Swarajya, This Congress is further of opinion that there is no 
course left open for the people of India but to approve ol and 
adopt the policy of progressive non-violent non-co-operation until 
the said wrongs-are righted and Swarajyais established.

And inasmuch as a beginning should be made by the classes 
who have hitherto moulded and represented opinion and inasmuch 
as Government consolidates its power through'’ titles and honours 
bestowed on the people, through schools controlled by it, its law 
courts and Us legislative councils, and inasmuch as it is desirable 
in the prosecution of the movement to taka the minim am tiak and 
to call for the least sacrifice compatible with the attainment of the 

• desired object,, this Congress earnestly advises—
[d i Surrender of titles and honorary offices and resignation 

from nominated seats in local bodies;
(h) refusal to attend Government Levees, Durbars, and other 

official and.semi-official functions held by Government officials 'or 
in their honour;

.(c) gradual withdrawal of children from. Schools and Colleges 
■ owned, ai led or controlled by £bvernmant and in place of such 
schools and colleges establishment of National Schools a|«f 
Colleges in the various Provinces ;

(d) gradual boycott of British Courts by lawyers and litigant*
.and establishment of private arbitration courts by their aid fd x  ffc«
:settlement'of private disputes* .
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(e) refusal on the part of the .military, clerical and labouring 
■ classes to offer th .-nisei ves as recruits £ot service in Mesopotau* ia i

i f  > withdrawal by candidates of their candidature for election 
to the Reformed Councils and refusal on the part of the voters to 
vote for any candidate who may, despite the Congress advice, offer 
himself for election ;

(j/j The boycott of foreign, goods; - . . . ■■■■

And inasmuch as non-co-operation has been conceived as a ! 
measure of discipline and self-sacrifice without which no nation can 
make real progress, and inasmuch as an opportunity should be . 
given in the very first stage of non-co-operatioa to every maip 
woman and child, for such discipline and self-sac rifice, this 
Congress advises adoption of Swadeshi in piecegooda on a vast 
scale, and inasmuch as the existing miffs of India with indi­
genous capital and control do not manufacture sufficient yarn and 
sufficient cloth for the requirements of the nation, and are not lilAly 
to do so for a Jong time to come, this Congress advises. immedia te 
timulation of further manufacture on .a large scale by means of 
reviving hand-spinning in every home and handwraving on the 

part of the millions of weavers who have abandoned their ancient 
and honourable calling tor want of encouragement.”

[In  moving their resolution Mr. Gandhi said :J

I am aware, more than aware, of the grave; responsi­
bility that rests on my shoulders in being privileged to 
nnove this resolution before this great assembly. I am 
aware that my difficulties, as also yours, increase if you are 
able to adopt this resolution. I am also-nware that the 
adoption of any resolution will mark a definite change in 
the policy which the country has hitherto adopted for the 
vindication of the rights that belong to it, and its honour.
I am aware that a large number of our . leaders who have 
.given the time and attention, to the affairs of my mother 
land, which I have not been able to give, are ranged against 
me. They think it a duty to resist the policy of re volution.-



isrog the Gove rncnent policy at any cost. Knowing this JL 
stand before ycu in fea-r of God and a sense of duty to put 
this before you for your hearty acceptance.

I ask you to dismiss me, tor the time being, from your" 
consideration. 1 have been charged of saintliness and a 
desire for dictatorship. I venture to say that X do not stand 
before you either as a saint' or a candidate for dictatorship.
I stand before you to present to you the results of nay many 
years' practical experience in non-co-operation. I deny the- 
charge that it is a new thing in the country, it has been 
accepted at hundreds of meetings attended by thousands of 
men, and h ... been placed in working order since the first 
of August by the Mus,salmans, and many of the things in, 
the prog* a mum are being enforced in a more or less intense 
form. 1 ask you again, to dismiss personalities in the con­
sideration of this important question, and bring to bear 
patie nt and calm judgment on it. But a mere acceptance 
of the resolution dees not end the work. Every individual, 
has to enforce the items of the resolution in so far as they 
apply to him. I beseech you to give me a patient hearing, 
i as k you neither to dap nor to hiss. I do not mind them 
so far as I am concerned, but clapping hinders the flow of. 
thought, clapping and hissing hinder the process of corres- 
pon deuce between a speaker and his audience. You will 
not h iss out of the stage any single speaker. For non-co­
oper at ton is a measure of discipline and sacrifice and it de­
mands patience and respect for opposite views. And unless 
we were able to evolve a Spirit of mutual toleration for dia­
metrically opposite views, non-co-operation is an impossi­
bility, Non-co-operation in an angry atmosphere is an 
impossibility. 1 have learnt through bitter experience the1 
one supreme lesson to conserve my anger, and as heat 
conserved is transmuted into energy, even so our anger

. ( q t
la M  W -  NON*CO*OPEEATiON 'H I  .
A. \ ' '<'ŵ  a* v / } . ■ ■1. •■ ML ;, A



SPEECH a T. THE SPECIAL CONGRESS 5 ^ L

controlled can be transmuted into a power which can move 
the world. To those who have been attending the Con­
gress, as brothers' in arms, I ask what can be better disc:
|>line than that which we should exercise between our­
selves,

.1 have been told that l have been doing nothing but 
wreckage and that by bringing forward the resolution. I am. 
breaking up the political life of the country. The Congress 
is not a party organisation. It ought to provide a platform 
for ail shades of opinions, and a minority need not leave- 
this organisation, but may look forward to translate itself 
into a majority, in course of time, if its opinion commended 
itself to the country. Only let no man in the name of the 
Congress advocate a policy with has been condemned by 
the Congress. And if you condemn my policy, I shall not. 
go away from the Congress, but shall plead with them to 
convert the minority into a majority,

There are no two opinions as to the wrong done to the 
Khilafat, Mussal mans cannot remain as honourable men 
and follow their Prophet if they do not vindicate their 
honour at any cost. The Punjab has been cruelly, brutally 
treated, and inasmuch as one man in the Punjab was made 
to crawl on his belly, the whole of India Crawled on her 
belly, and if we are worthy sons and daughters oi India, we 
should be pledged 1.0 remove these wrongs. It is in order 
to remove these wrongs that the country is agitating itself.
But we have not been able to bend the Government to our 
will. We cannot,rest satisfied with a mere expression of 
angry feeling. You could not have heard a more passionate 
denunciation of the Punjab wrongs than in the pages of the 
Presidential address. If the Congress cannot wring justice' 
from unwilling hands, how can it vindicate its existence and 
its honour f  How can it do so if it cannot enforce dear 
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repentence, before receiving a single; gift, however rich, 
from those blood-stained hands.

I have therefore placed before you ray scheme of non- 
co-operation to achieve this end and want you to reject any 
other scheme, unless you have deliberately come to the 
conclusion that it is a better scheme than mine. If there is 
a Sufficient response to my scheme, I make bold to reiterate 
my statement that you can gain Swaraj ya in the course of a 
year. Not the passing of the resolution will bring Swarajya 
but the enforcement of the resolution from day to-day in a 
progressive manner, due regard being had to the conditions 
in the country. 1 'here is another remedy before the country 
and that is drawing of the sword. If that was possible 
India would not have listened to the gospel of non-co-opera­
tion. I want to suggest to you that, even if you want to ar­
rest injustice by methods of violence, discipline and self- 
sacrifice are necessary. I have not known of a war 
.gained by a rabble, but I have known of wars
gained by disciplined armies and if you want to
give battle to the British Government and to the 
combined power of Europe, we must train oursel­
ves in discipline and self-sacrifice. I confess I have 
become inpatient, f  have seen that we deserve Swarajya 
to-day, but we have not got the spirit of national sacrifice.
“We have evolved this spirit in domestic affairs, and I have 
come to ask you to extend it to other affairs. I have been 
travelling from one end to the other of the country to see 
whether the country has evolved the national spirit, whether 
at the altar of the nation it is ready to dedicate its riches, 
children, its all, if it is ready to make the initiatory sacri­
fice. Is the country ready ? Are the title holders ready 
to suuender their titles t Are parents ready to sacrifice the 

■literary education of their children for the sake of the 
country f  The schools and colleges are really a factory for
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•turning our clerks for Government, If the parents are not 
ready for the sacrifice, if title-holders not ready, Swarajya 
is very nearly an impossibility. No nation being under 
another nation can accept: gifts and kicks at the responsibi­
lity attaching to those gifts, imposed by the conquering 
nation. Immediately the conquered country realised ii*r 
stinctively that any gift which might come to it is not for 
the benefit of the conquered, but for the benefit of the con­
queror, that moment it should reject every form of voluntary 
assistance to him. These are the fundamental essentials of 
success in the struggle for the independence for the coun­
try, whether within the Empire or without the Empire. I 
hold a real substantial unity between Hindus and Mussal- 

’mans infinitely superior to the British connection and if I 
bad to make a choice between that unity and the British 
connection X would have the first and reject the other. If 
-X had to choose between the honour of the Punjab, anarchy* 
neglect of education, shutting oat of all legislative activity, 
and British connection, I would choose the honour of the 
Punjab and all it meant, even anarchy, shutting out of all 
schools etc, without slightest hesitation.

If you have the same feeling burning in you as in me 
for the honour of Islam and the Punjab, then you will 
unreservedly accept my resolution.

I now come to the burning topic viz. the boycott of the 
councils. Sharpest differences of opinion existed regarding 
this and if the house has to divide on it, it must divide on 
ione issue viz. whether Swarajya has to be gained through 
the councils or without the councils. If we utterly distrust 
the British Government and we know that they are utterly 
unrepentant, how can you believe that the councils will lead 
ito Swarajya and not tighten the British hold on India f
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I now come to Swadeshi, The boycott, oi foreign 

goods is included in the resolution. You have got here, L 
confess, an anomaly for which X am not originally respon­
sible. But I have consented to it. I will no. go into the 
history of how it found a place into the resolution, of which 
the essence is discipline and'self-saiprifice. Swadeshi means 
permanent boycott of foreign, goods. It is therefore a 
matter of redundancy. But I have taken it in, because l  
could not reject it as a matter of conscience, I know, how­
ever, it is a physical impossibility. So long as we have to- 
rely on the pins and needles—figurative and literal both—  
we cannot bring about a complete boycott of foreign goods, 
j  do not hesitate to say this clause mars the musical har­
mony, if I may claim it without vanity, of the programme,
I feel that those words do mar the symmetry of the pro­
gramme. But I am not here for symmetry of the pro­

gramme as for its workability.
11 I again ask you not to be influenced by personal tty. 

Reject out of your consideration any service that I have, 
cio . e. Two things only I claim. Laborious industry, great 
thought behind any programme, and unflinching deter- 
rainhtiprfto bring it about. You may take only those 
i hlhgs from me, and bring them to bear on any programme

‘ hat you adopt.

SWARAJ m  ONE YEAR.
[Since the Special Congress at Calcutta, Mr. Gandhi constantly 

referred to the possibility of obtaining Swaraj in one year. The 
period was extended to the end of Dec. .1921 and Mr- Gandhi, in his 
o, things and speeches during this period, spoke and wrote with the 
fervour of faith. Even in. the fast week of December he never 
showed "any wavering of faith. In reply to his critics who could 
mot believe in the practicability of achieving Swara j inside the year,

Gandhi wrote in Young In d ia  in October. 1920 :]



Much laughter has been indulged iu at my expense for 
■having told the Congress audience at Calcutta that, if there 

•was sufficient response to my programme of Non-Co-openi- 
tion, Swaraj would be attained in one year. Some have 
ignored my condition and laughed because of the impossi­
bility of getting Swaraj anyhow withiii one year. Others 
have spelt the “ if ” in capitals and suggested that i f "  ifs ”  
were permissible in argument, any absurdity could be proved 
to be a possibility. My proposition, however, is based on a 
■mathematical calculation. And I venture to say that true 
-Swaraj is a practical impossibility without due fulfilment of 
my conditions. Swaraj means a state such that we cant 
■maintain our Separate existence without the presence of the 
English. If it is to be a partnership, it mutt be a partner­
ship at will. There can be no Swaraj without oar feeling 
and being the equals of Englishmen. To-day we feel that 

-we are dependent upon them for bur internal and external 
security, for an armed peace between the Hindus and the 
Mussulmans, for our education and for the supply of daily 
wants, nay, even for the settlement of out religious squabbles. 
The Rajahs are dependent upon the British for their powers 
and the millionaires for their millions. The British know 
our helplessness and Sir Thomas Holland cracks jokes 
quite legitimately at the expense of Non-Co-op- erationists. 
To get Swaraj then is to get rid of our helplessness. The 
problem is no doubt stupendous, even as it is for the fabled 
lion who, having been brought up in the company of goats, 
found it impossible to feel that he was a lion. As Tolstoy 
used to put it, mankind often laboured under hypnotism. 
Under its spell continuously we feel the feeling of helpless­
ness The British themselves cannot be expected to help 
its oat of it. On the contrary, they din into our ears that 
we shall be fit to govern ourselves only by slow educative 
processes. The Times suggested, that, if we boy cott the
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councils, we shall lose the opportunity of a training in 
Swaraj, I have no doubt that there are many who believe 
what the Times says. It even resorts to falsehood. It 
audaciously says that Lord'Milner’s Mission listened to the 
Egyptians.only when they were ready to lift the boycott of 
the Egyptian Council For me the only training in Swaraj 
we need is the ability to defend ourselves against the whole 
world and to live pur natural life in perfect freedom even 
though .it may be full of defects. Good government is no- 
substitute for self-government. The Afghans have a bad 
government, but it is self-government. I envy them. The- 
Japanese learnt the art through a sea of blood. And if we- 
to-day had the power to drive out the English by superior 
brute force, ws would be counted their superiors, and in spite- 
of our inexperience in debating at the Council table or in 
holding executive offices, we would be held fit to govern 
ourselves. For,, brute force is the only test the West has- 
Imfeerto recognised. The Germans were defeated not 
because they were necessarily in the wrong, but because the 
Allied Powers were found to possess greater brute strength.
In the end, therefore, India must either learn the art ofi 
war winch the British will not teach her, or she must follow 
feet own way of discipline and self-sacrifice through Non-Co--- 
operation. It is as amazing as it is humiliating that. less, 
than one hundred thousand white men should be able to 
rule three hundred and fifteen million Indians. They do so 
somewhat undoubtedly by force but more by securing our 
co-operation in a thousand ways and making us more and. 
more helpless and dependent on them as time goes forward.
Let. us not mistake reformed councils, more law courts and. 

even governorships for real freedom or power. They are 
bu subtler methods of emasculation T he British cannot 
Mile us by mere force. And so they resort to all means, 
honourable and dishonourable, in order to retain their hoi*



on India. They want India's billions and they want India's 
man-power for their imperialistic greed. If we refuse to 
supply them with men and money, we achieve our goal, 
namely, Swaraj, equality, manliness.

The cup o f our humiliation was filled during the closing 
scenes in the Viceregal Council. Mr. Shastri could not move 
his resolution on the Punjab. The Indian victims of 
Jallianwala received Rs» 1250, the English victims of mob 
frehaty recei ved lacs. The officials who were guilty of 
c rimes against those whose servants they were, were lepri- 
inanded. And the councillors were satisfied. If India were 
powerful, India would not have stood this addition of in-sun. 
to her injury.

I do not blame the British. If we were weak in numbers, 
as they are,we too would perhaps have resorted to the same 
methods as they are now employing- Terrorism and 
deception are weapons not of the strong but of the weak.
The British are weak in numbers, we are weak in spite of 
our numbers. 'The result is that each is dragging the other 
down. It is common experience that Englishmen lose In 
character after residence in India and that Indians lose in 
courage and manliness by contact with Englishmen. This 
process of weakening is good neither for us, two nations, 
nor for the world.

But if we Indians take care of ourselves, the English 
and the rest of the world would take care of themselves.
Our contribution to the world’s progress must therefore con 
sist in setting our own house in order.

Training in arms for the present is out of the question.
I go a step further and believe that India has a better 
mission for the world. It is within her power to show that 
she can achieve her destiny by pute self-sacrifice, i.e., self­
purification. This can be done only by Non-Co-operation
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And Non ■Co-operation is possible only when those who com­
menced to co-operate begin the process of withdrawal. If we 
can but free ourselves* from the threefold Maya of Govern­
ment-con tr piled schools, Government law courts and 
'legislative councils, and truly control our own education, 
regulate oar disputes, and be indifferent to their legislation,
-we are ready to govern ourselves, and we are only then ready 
to ask the Government servants, whether civil or 
military, to resign, and the taxpayers to suspend payment 
of taxes.

And is "it such an impracticable proposition to expect 
parents to withdraw their children from schools and colleges 
and establish their own institutions, or to ask lawyers 
to suspend their practice and devote their whole time and 
attention to national service against payment, where neces­
sary, of their maintenance or to ask candidates for councils 
not to enter councils and lend their passive or active assist­
ance to the legislative machinery through which all control 
is .excercised.The movement of Non-Co-operation is nothing 
but an attempt to isolate the brute force of the British from 
ail the trappings under which it is hidden and to show that 
brute force by itself cannot for one single moment hotel 
India.

But I frankly confess that, until the three conditions 
mentioned by me are fulfilled, there is no Swaraj. We may 
not go on taking our college degrees, taking thousands of 
rupees monthly from clients for cases which can be finished 
in five minutes, and taking the keenest delight in wasting 
the national time on the council floor, and still expect to 
gain national self-respect,

The last, though not the least, important part of the 
Maya still remains to be considered. That is Swadeshi.
Had we not abandoned Swadeshi, we need not have been in 
the present fallen state. If we would get rid of the economic
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isisyfery, w.e must manufacture oar own doth an3  at the 
present moment only 'fey hand-spinning and hand* 
weaving,

AH this means discipline, self-denial, self-sacrifice, 
organising ability, confidence, and courage. If we show 

• this 'In one year among the classes that to-day count, and 
male public Opinion, 'we certainly gain Swaraj within one 
year. If I arn told that even we who lead have not these 
qualities in us, there certainly will never be Swaraj for India 
bur then we shall have no right to blame the English for 
what they are doing. Our salvation and its time are solely 
dependent upon us,

TO EVERY ENGLISHMAN IN INDIA..
[Mr. Gandhi wrote the following two open letters in the pag«s 

of his Young India-. Like eveey one of his articles, they were widely 
reproduced in the press. The letters deal with all the topics connect­
ed with the N on -Co-operation movement. The first was written 
in October 1920 and the second in July 1921 0
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Dear Friend
I wish that every Englishman will see Hits appeal and 

give thoughtful attention to it.
Let me introduce myself to you. In my humble opin­

ion, no Indian has co-operated with the British Govern­
ment more than I have for an unbroken period of twenty- 
nine years of public life in the face of circumstances that 
might; well have turned any other man into a rebel. I ask 
you to believe me when I tell you that my co-operation was 
not based on the tear of the punishments provided by your 
laws or any other selfish motives. It was free and voluntary 
co-operation based on the belief that the sum total of the 
British Government was for the benefit of India, I put my
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life in peril four times for the sake of the E m p i r e , t h e -  
tiame of the Boer war when 1 was in charge of the Ambu­
lance corps whose work was mentioned in General Butler's, 
despatches, at the time of the .Zulu revolt in Natal when i. 
was in charge of a similar corps, at the time of the com­
mencement of t he late war when I raised an Ambulance- 
corps arid as a result, of the strenuous training had a severe 
attack of pi eurjlsy, and lastly, in fulfilment of my promise 
to Lord Chelmsford at the War Conference in Delhi, I 
threw myself in such an active recruiting campaign in 
Kaira District involving long and trying marches, that 1 
had an attack of dysentery which proved almost fatal I 
did all this in the fall belief that acts such as mine m ust 
gain for my country unequal status in the Empire. So 
last December I pleaded hard for a trustful co-operation. I 
fully believed that Mr.Lioyd George would redeem his pro­
mise to the Mussulmans and that the revelations of the- 
of the official atrocities in the Punjab would secure full 
reparation for the Punjabis. But the treachery of Mr.

• Lloyd George and its appreciation by you, and the condo­
nation of the Punjab atrocities have completely shattered 
my faith in the good intentions of the Government and 
the nation which is supporting it.

- But. though my faith in your good intentions is gone, 
I recognise your bravery and I know that what you will not 
yield to justice and reason, you will gladly yield to bravery. 

See uhaf this Empire means to India :—
Exploitation of India's resources for the benefit of 

Great Britain,
An ever-increasing military expenditure, and a civil 

service the most expensive in the world,
Extravagant working of every department ir. utter dis 

regard of India’s poverty,



disarmament and consequent emasculation of a whole 
nation lest an armed nation might imperil the lives of a 
handful of you in our midst,

Traffic in intoxicating liquors and drugs for the purpose 
of sustaining a top heavy administration,

Progressively representative legislation in order to 
suppress an evergrowing agitation seeking to give expression 
to a nation's agony.

Degrading treatment of Indians residing in, your 
dominions, and

You have shown total disregard of our feelings by 
glorifying the Punjab administration arid flouting the- 
Mussalman sentiment.

I know you would not mind if we could fight and wrest; 
the sceptre from your hands, You know that we are 
powerless to do that, for you have ensured our incapacity 
to fight in open and honourable battle. Bravery on the 
battlefield is thus impossible lor us. Bravery of the soul still, 
remains open to us, I know you will respond to that also..
I am engaged in evoking that bravery. Non-co-operation 
means nothing less than training in self-sacrifice. Why 
should we co-operate with you when we know that by your 
administration of this great country we are being daily en­
slaved in an increasing degree. This response of the people 
to my appeal is not due to my personality. I would like 
you to dismiss me, and for that matter the Ali Brothers too,, 
from your consideration. My personality will fail to evoke’ 
any response to ants-Muslim cry if I were foolish enough 
to raise it, as the magic name of the Ali Brothers would fail 
to inspire the Mussabnans with enthusiasm if they were 
madly to raise in anti-Hindu cry. People flock in their 
thousands to listen to us because we to-day represent voice 
of a nation groaning under iron heels, The Ali Brothers 

i were your friends as I was, and still am. My religion.

' C '
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forbids me to bear any ill-will towards you. I would not 
false my hand against you even if I had the power. I expect 
to conquer you only by my suffering. The Ah Brothers 
will certainly draw the sword, if they could, |n defence of 
their religion and their .country. But they and I have made 
common cause with the people of India in their attempt 
to voice their feelings and to find a remedy for their 
distress.

You are in'search of a re medy to suppress this rising 
ebullition of national feeling. I venture to suggest to you 
that the only way to suppress it is to remove the causes:, 

"You. have yet the power. You can repent of the wrongs 
done to Indians, You can compel Mr. Lloyd George to 
redeem his promises. I assure you he has kept many escape 
doors. You can comjpcl the Viceroy to retire in favour of a 
better one, you can revise your ideas about Sir Michael 
O D.vyer and General Dyer. You can compel the Govern­
ment to summon a conference of the recognised leaders of 
the people, duly elected by them and representing all 
shades of Opinion so as to devise means for granting- S r m r a ;  

in accordance with the wishes of the people of India.
But this you cannot do unless you consider every 

Indian to be in reality your equal and brother. I ask far 
no patronage, I merely point out to you, as a friend, ant 
honourable solution of a grave problem, The other solution,, 
namely repression, is open to you I prophesy that it will 
fail. It has begun already. The Grvernmant has already 
imprisoned two brave men of Panipat for holding nncl 
expressing their opinions freely. Another Is on his trial in 
Lahore for having expressed similar opinions. One in the 
Oudh District is already imprisoned. Another awaits 
judgment. You should know what is going on in your midst. 
Oar propaganda is being carried on in anticipation of re­
pression. I invite you respectfully to choose the better way

mmM' - ' ■ ast ■
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and make common cause with the people of. India whose - 
salt you are eating. To seek, to thwart their aspirations is 
disloyalty to the country,

I am,
Your faithful friend,

M. K. GANDHI.

, II . ' , i ■' ■
Dear friend,—This is ti e second time I venture to 

address you. I know, that most of you detest Non-Co 
operation. But I would invite you to isolate two of my 
activities from the rest, if you can give me credit for 
honesty.

I cannot prove my honesty, it you do not feel it 
, Some of my Indian friends charge me with camouflage, 

when I say we need not hate Englishmen, whilst we may 
hate the system they have established. I am trying to 
show them, that one may detest the wickedness of a brother 
without hating him. Jesus denounced the wickedness of 
the Scribes and the Pharisees, but he did not hate them.
He did not enunciate this law of love for the man and hate 
for the evil in him for himself only, but he taught the 
doctrine for universal practice. Indeed, I find it in all the 
scriptures of the world.

I claim to be a fairly accurate student of human nature 
and vjvisector of my own failings. I have discovered, that 
man is superior to the system he propounds. And so I 
feel, that you as an individual are infinitely better than the 
system you have evolved as a corporation. Each one of 
my countrymen iri Amritsar on that fateful 10U1 of April 
was better than the crowd of which he was a member, ffe, 
as a man, would hive declined to killf those innocent •
English bank managers. ButIn that crowd, many .* 
forgot himself. Hence it is, that an Englishir an V■> or.T
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' is different from, an- Englishman outside. Similarly air
Englishman in India is different from an Englishman m 
England. Here in India, you belong to a system that is 
vile beyond description. It is possible, therefore, for me 
to condemn the system in the strongest terms, without 
considering you to be bad and without imputing 'bad 
motives to every .Englishman. You are as much slaves of 
the system as we axe. I want you, therefore, to reciprocate, 
and not impute to me motives which you cannot read in 
the written word. I give you the whole of my motive when 
I tell you, that I am impatient to end or mend a system, 
which has made India subservient to a handful of you. and 
which has made Englishmen feel secure only in the shadow 
of the forts and the guns that obtrude themselves on one's 
notice in India. It is a degrading spectacle for you and 
for us. Our corporate life is based on mutual distrust and 
fear. This, von will admit, is unmanly. A system that is 
responsible for such a state of things, is necessarily Satanic 
Y ou should be able to live in India as an integral part of its 
people and not always as foreign exploiters. One thousand 
Indian lives against one English life is a doctrine of dark 

• despair, and yet believe me, it was enunciated in 1919 by 
the highest of you in the land.

I almost feel tempted to invite you to join me in 
destroying a system that has dragged both you and us 
down. But I feel 1 cannot as yet do so. We have not 
shown ourselves earnest, self-sacrificing and self-restrained 
enough for that consummation.

But 1 do ask you to help us in the boycott of foreign 
cloth and in the anti-drink campaign.

The Lancashire cloth, as English historians have 
shown, was forced upon India, and her own world-famed 
manufactures were deliberately and Systematically mined, 
India is, therefore, at the mercy not only of Lancashire but
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also of Japan, France, and America, Juft see what this 
has meant to India, We send out of India every year sixty 
crores (more or less) of rupees for cloth. We grow enough 
cotton lor our own. cloth. Is it not madness to send cotton 
-outside India, and have it manufactured into cloth there 
and shipped to u$ ? Was it right to reduce India to such a 
helpless state f

A hundred and fifty years ago, we manufactured alt 
our cloth. Our women spun fine yarn in their own cottages,, 
and supplemented, the earnings of their husbands. The 
village weavers wove that yarn. It was an indispensable 
part of national economy in a vast agricultural country like 
ours. It enabled us in a most natural manner to utilise our 
leisure. To-day our women have lost the cunning of their 
hands, and the enforced idleness of millions has impoverish­
ed the land. Many weavers have become sweepers.
Some have taken to the .profession of hired soldiers. Half 
the race of artistic weavers has died out, and the other half 
is weaving imported foreign yarn for want of finer hand- 
spun yarn.

You will perhaps now understand what boycott of 
■foreign cloth means to India. It is not devised as a 
punishment. If the Government were to-day to redress the 
Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs and consent to India 
attaining immediate Swaraj, the boycott movement must 
still continue Swaraj means at'least the power to conserve 
Indian industries that are vita! to the economic existence 
of the nation, and to prohibit such imports as may interfere 
with such existence. Agriculture and hand-spinning are 
the two lungs of the national budy. 1'hey must be protected 

I against consumption at any cost,
This matter does not admit of any waiting. The 

interests of the foreign manufacturers and the Indian 
importers cannot be considered, when the whole nation is
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starving for want of a large productive occupation ancillary 
to agriculture, ,

i  ou will not mistake this fora movement of general 
boycott of foreign goods, India does not wish to shut 

t , herself out of international commerce. Things other than, 
cldth which cjftn be better made outside India, she must 
gratefully receive upon terms advantageous to the con ­
tracting parlies. Nothing can be forced upon her. But I 
do not wish to peep into the future. I am certainly hoping: 
that before long it would be possible for India to co-operate- 
with England on equal terms. Then will be the time for 
examining trade relations. For the time being, 1 bespeak 
your help in bringing about a boycott of foreign doth.

Of similar and equal importance is the campaign, 
against: drink, The liquor shops are an insufferable curse 
imposed upon society, There never was so much awaken­
ing among the people as now, upon this question. I admit 
that here, it is the Indian ministers who can help more 
than you can. But 1 would like you to speak out your 
mind clearly on the question, Under every system of 
•government total prohibition, so far as 1 can see, will be 
insisted upon by the nation. You can assist: the growth of 
the ever-rising agitation by throwing in the weight of your 
influence on the side of the nation.

1 am,
Your faithful friend,

M, K. Gandhi.
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THE GREED OF THE CONGRESS

[Mr* Gandhi, in moving his resolution on the creed of tfee 
Congress at the Nagpur session in December 1920, said tj

The resolution which 1 have the honour to move is as 
follows; “ The object of the Indian National Congress is 
the attainment of Swarajya by the people of India by all 
legitimate and peaceful means.”

There are only two kinds of objections, so tar as 1. 
understand, that will be advanced from this platform. One 
is that we may not to-day think of dissolving the British 
connection. What I say is that it is derogatory to national 
dignity to think ot the permanence of British connection at 
.any cost. We are labouring under a grievous wrong, which 
it is the personal duty of every Indian to get redressed.
This British Government not only refuses to redress the 
-wrong, but it refuses to acknowledge its mistake and so 
long as it retains its attitude, it is not possible for us to say 
-all that we want to be or all that we want to get, retaining 
British connection. No matter what difficulties be in our 
path, we must make the clearest possible declaration to the 
•world and to the whole of India, that we may not possibly 
Jiave British connection, if the British people will not do 
this elementary justice. I do not, for one moment, suggest 
that we want to end the connection at ail costs, un­
conditionally, If the British connection is for the advance­
ment of india, we do not want to destroy it. But if it is 
inconsistent with our national self-respect then it is our 
bounden duty to destroy it. There is room in this resolu­
tion for both—those who believe that, by retaining British 
connection, we can purify ourselves and purify British

H
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people, and those who have no belief, As for instance,, 
take the extreme case of Mr. Andrews. He says all hope- 
for India is gone for keeping the British connection. He 
says there must be complete severance—complete indepen­
dence. There is room enough in this creed for a man like 
Mr. Andrews also. Take another illustration, a man like 
myself or my brother Shaukat Ali. There is certainly no- 
room for us, if we have eternally to subscribe to the doc­
trine, whether these wrongs are redressed or not, we shall 
have to evolve ourselves within the British Empire: there is 
no room for me in that creed. Therefore this creed, is, 
elastic enough to take in both shades of opinions arid the 
British people will have to beware that, if they do not want 
to do justice, it will be the bounden duty of every Indian to 
destroy the Empire.

I want just now to wind up my remarks with a personal 
appeal, drawing your attention to an object lesson that was 
presented in the Bengal camp yesterday. If you want 
Swaraj, you have got a demonstration of how to get Swaraj.. 
There was a little bit of skirmish, a little bit of squabble, 
and a little bit of difference in the Bengal camp, as there 
will always be differences so long as the world lasts. I have 
inown differences between husband and wife, because I am 
.still a. husband ; I have noticed differences between parents 
and children, because I am still a father of four boys, and 
they are all strong enough to destroy their father so far as 
bodily struggle is concerned; I possess that varied experience 
of husband and parent; I know that we shall always have 
squabbles, we shall always have differences but the lesson 
that I want to draw your attention to is that I had the- 
honour and privilege of addressing both the parties. They 
gave -me their undivided attention and what is more they 
showed their attachment, their affection and their fellowship
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for me by accepting foe humble advice that I  had the 
honour of tendering to them, and I told them I am not here 
to distribute justice that can be awarded only through our 
worthy president. But I ask you not to go to the president; 
you need not worry him. If you are strong, if' you a*e 
brave, if you are intent upon getting Swaraj, and if you 
really want to revise the creed, then you will bottle up your 
rage, you wilt bottle up all the feelings of injustice that 
may rankle in your hearts and forget these things here 
under this very roof and I told them to forget their -differen­
ces, to forget the wrongs, I don't want to tell you or go 
into the history of that incident, Probably most of you 
know. X simply want to invite your attention to the fact,
I don’t say they have settled up their differences. I hope 
they have, but I do know that they undertook to forget the 
differences. They undertook not to worry the President, 
they undertook not to make any demonstration here or in 
the Subjects Committee. AH honour to those who listened 
to. that advice.

I oniy wanted my Bengali friends and all the other 
friends who have come to this great assembly with a fixed 
determination to seek nothing but the settlement of their 
country, to seek nothing but the advancement of their 
respective rights, to seek nothing but the conservation of 
the national honour, I appeal to every one of you to 
copy the example set by those who felt aggrieved and who 
felt that their heads were broken. I know, before we have 
done with this great battle on which we have embarked at 
the special sessions of the Congress, we have to go probably,, 
possibly through a sea of blood, but let it not be said of us 
or any one of us that we are guilty of shedding blood, but 
jet it be said by general ions yet to be born that we suffered, 
that we shed not somebody’s blood but our own, and so
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I have no hesitation in saying that i eta not warn to show 
ra nch sympathy for those who had their heads broken or 
who-were said.to be even in danger of losing their !Ives. 
What docs it matter ? It is much better to die at the 
hands, at least, of our own countrymen. What is there to 
revenge ourselves about or upon. So I ask everyone of 
you that, if at any time there is blood -boiling within you 
against some fellow countrymen of yours, even though he 
may be in the employ of Government, even though he may 
be in the Secret Service, you will take care not to be 
offended and not to return blow for blow* Understand 
that the very moment you return the blow from the detec­
tive, your cause is.lost. This is your non-violent campaign. 
And so I ask everyone of you not to retaliate but to bottle 
up all your rage, to dismiss your rage from you and you 
will rise graver men: I am here to congratulate those who
have restrained themselves from going to the President and 
bringing the dispute before him.

Therefore 1 appeal to these who feel aggrieved to feel 
that they have done the right, thing in forgetting it and if 
they have not forgotten 1 ask them to try to forget the 
thing ; and that is the object lesson to which l wanted to 
draw your attention if you want to carry this resolution.
Do not carry this resolution only by an acclamation for 
this resolution, but 1 want you to accompany the carrying 
out of this resolution with a faith and resolve which noth­
ing' On earth can move. That you are intent upon getting 
Swaraj at the earliest possible moment and that you are 
Intent upon getting Swaraj by means that are legitimate, 
that are honourable and by means that are non-violent, 
that are paceful, you have resolved upon, so far you can 
say to day. We cannot give battle to this Government by 
means of steel but we can give battle by exercising, what
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I have so often called, “ soul force ”  and soul force is not 
the prerogative of one man or a Sanyas! or even a so-called 
saint. Soul force is the prerogative of every human being, 
female or mate, and therefore I ask my countrymen, if 
they want to accept this resolution, to accept it with that 
firm determination and to understand that is is inaugurated 
under such good and favourable auspices as f have des­
cribed to you.

In my humble opinion, the Congress will have done 
the T ig h te s t thing, if it unanimously adopts this resolution.
May Gcd grant that you will pass this resolution unani­
mously may Gcd gram that you will also have the courage 
and the ability to carry out the resolution and that whhin 
one year.

APPEAL TO  YOUNG BENGAL.

[Soon after the Congress, Mr. Gandhi and the AU Brothers, 
made an extensive tour of the country appealing to the students to 
■give tip their schools and colleges and join the tanks of non-co- 
operators, At Aligarh and Benares great efforts were made to call 
away the students f «  m the Muslim and Hindu Universities, if they 
could not nationalise them. They were not quite successful though 
a few joined the Congvtss, but in Bengal, at the instance o f Messrs.
C, R. Las and Jitendrala! Banerjea, a large number of students" 
flocked to their standard and deserted the schools. It was .such 
appeals as the following that enthused the youth of Bengal who 
created a profound sensation by throwing themselves in their thou­
sands at the steps of the Calcutta University Hall, that the few who 
did attend the examination had to do so by walking over their bodies.
Mr. Gandhi later reproved such obstructive methods but he wrote 
this appeal early in January 1921:—]
Dear Young Friends:

I have just read an act omit of your response to the 
nation's call. It does credit to yen and to Bengal. I had?
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expected no less, I certainly expect still mote. Bengal 
has great intelligence It has a greater heart, it has more 
than its share of the spiritual heritage for which our coun­
try is specially noted You have, more imagination., more 
-faith, and more emotion than the rest of India. . You have 
falsified the calumny of cowardice on more 1 occasions than 
one. There is, therefore, no reason why Bengal should not 
lead now as it. has done.before now.

You have taken the step, you will not recede. You 
had ample time to think. You have paused, you have con ­
sidered. You held the Congress that delivered to the na­
tion the message c f Non-Co-operation i,s, o f  self-purification, 
self -sacrifice, courage, and hope. I he Nagpur Congress 
ratified, clarified, and amplified the first declaration. It was 
redelivered in the midst of strife, doubt, and disunion. It 
was redelivered in the midst of joy, acclamation, and practi­
cally perfect unanimity. It was open to you to refuse, 01 
to hesitate or to respond. You have chosen -ne better, 
through, from a wordly wise stand point, less Cautious way. 
You dare not go back without hurting yourselves and the 
cause,

But for the evil spell that the existing system of 
government and, most of all, this western education tuts 
cast upon us, the (|uestion will not be considered as open to 
argument. Can the brave Arabs retain their independence 
and yet be schooled u nder the aegis of those who would 
hold them under bondage A They will laugh at a person 
who dared to ask them to go to schools that may he esta­
blished by their invaders, Is the ease different or if it is 
different, is it not stronger in cur case when we are called 
u p o n  to give  up schools conducted under the aegis of a 
government which, rightly or wrongly, we seek to bend to 
our will or destroy t
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W e cannot get S w a r a j  if not one class in the country 
ns prepared to work and sacrifice for it  The Government 
-will yield not to the logic of words. In knows no logic, but 
That of-brave and true deeds.

Bravery of the sword they know. And they have 
made -then*selves proof against its use by us. Many of them  
will; welcome violence on our part, They are unconquer- 
able, -m the art of meeting and suppressing violence. We 
propose, therefore, to sterilize their power of inflicing v io ­
lence by our non-violence, Violence dies when It ceases to  
■evoke response from its object, Non-violence ss 
the corner-? f one of the edifice of Mon-Co-opera­
tion. You will, therefore, not be hasty or over- 
zealous in your dealings with those who may not 
see eye to eye with you. Intolerance is a species 
of violence and therefore against our creed. N on­
violent Non-Co-operation is an object lesson in
democracy.. The moment we are able to ensure non­
violence, even under circumstances the most provoking 
that moment we have achieved our end, because that 
is  the moment when we can offer complete Non-Co-- 
operation.

I ask you not to be frightened at the proposition just 
stated. People do not move in arithmetical progression* 
not even in geometrical progression. They have been 
known to perish in a day :• they have been known to rise in 
a day. Is it such a difficult thing for India to realise that 
thirty crores of human beings have but to feel their strength 
and they can be free without having to use it f  As we had 
not regained national consciousness, the rulers have 
hitherto played us against one another. W e have to refuse 
to do so, and we are masters, not they.

APPEAL TO YOUNG BENGAL 5 6 ^ ) L



NomCo-operation deals first with those sensitive classes 
«$>on whom the government has acted so successfully and 
who have been lured into the trap consciously or unconsci­
ously as the Schoolgoing youths have been,'

When we come to think about it, the sacrifice required' 
is Infinitesimal for individuals because the whole is distribut­
ed among so many of us. For what is your sacrifice f  T o  
suspend your literary studies for one year or till Swaraj is; 
established. If I could infect the whole of the student 
world with my faith, I  know that suspension of studies need 
not extend.even to a year.

And in the place of your suspended studies I would' 
urge you to study the methods o f bringing about Swaraj as- 
quietly as possible even within the year of grace. ! present 
you with the SPINNING W H EEL and suggest to you that 
on it,.depends India's economic salvation..

But you are at liberty to reject it if you wish and go to  
the college that has been promised to you by Mr, Das, 
Most of your fellow-students in fthe National College 
at Gujarat have undertaken to give at least four hours 
to spinning everyday. It is no sacrifice to learn »  
beautiful art and to be able to clothe the naked at xhe same 
time.

You have done your duty by withdrawing from Govern­
ment colleges, I have only showed you the easiest 
and the most profitable way of devoting the time at your 
(disposal.

May God give you strength and courage to sustain you> 
your determination,

Your well-wisher,
M . K, G andhi.

35S non-co-operation
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OPEN LETTER TO THE DUKE OF CONNAUGHT..

[Mr. Gandhi addressed the following open letter to H. B. H»- 
the Duke of.Connaught in the first week of February 1921

Sir,— Your Royal Highness roust have heard a.great 
deal about Non Co-operation, 'Non-Co-Operationists, and 
their methods and incidentally of me, its humble author..
X fear that the information given Your Royal Highness- 
must have been in its nature one-sided. X owe it to you, to 
,ny friends and myself that I should place before you what 
1 conceive to be the scope of Non-Co-operation, as followed; 
not only by roe, but my closest associates, such as Mess*S.. 
Shaukat Aii aad Mahomed AH.

For roe it is no joy and pleasure to be actively 
associated in the boycott of Your Royal Highness' visit. I, 
have tendered loyal, voluntary assistance to Government for 
an unbroken period of i early 30 years in the full belief that 
through' that lay the path oHreedcm for my country It 
was therefore, no slight thing for me to suggest ,o my 
countrymen that we should take no part in welcoming Your 
.Royal Highness. Not one among us has anything against 
you as an English gentlemen. We hold your person as- 
5acred as that of a dearest friend. I  do not know any oh 
„  y friends who would not guard it with his-life if he found; 

it in danger.
W e are not at war with individual' Englishmen V.'c- 

seek not to destroy English life. We do desire id destroy 
the system that has emasculated cur country in body, mind 
ar.d soul. We are determined,JO- battle with all ;our might 
against that in English nature witich has made CtDwyerism,
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and Dyerism possible in the Punjab and h as resulted in a 
wanton affront upon Islam, a faith professed by seven crores 
of your countrymen. We consider it inconsistent with, our 
self-respect any longer to brook the spirit of superiority 
and dominance which has systematically ignored and dis­
regarded the sentiments of thirty crores of innocent people 
•of India on many a vital matter. It is humiliating to us.
It cannot be a. matter of pride to you that thirty crores of 
Indians should live day in and day .out in fear of their lives 
from one hundred thousand Englishmen and, therefore,, be 
under subjection to them.

Your Royal Highness has come, not to end the 
system I described, but to sustain it by upholding its pres­
tige. Your first pronouncement was a laudation of Lord 
Willingdon. I have the privilege of knowing him. I 
‘believe him to be an honest, amiable gentleman, who will 
not willingly hurt even a fly, but he certainly failed as a 
ruler. He allowed himself to be guided by those whose 
interest, it was to support their power. He is not reading 
the mind of the Dravidian province. Here in Bengal you 
■are issuing a certificate of merit to a Governor who is again 
from all {  have heard an estimable gentleman, but he 
knows nothing of the heart of Bengal and its yearnings. 
Bengal is not Calcutta, Fort William and the palaces of 
■Calcutta represent an insolent exploitation of the un­
murmuring and highly cultured peasantry of this fair 
.province.

The Non-Co-operation,ists have come to the conclusion 
that they must not be deceived by the- reforms that tinker 
with the problem of India's distress and humiliation, nor 
must they be impatient and angry. We must not in our 
impatient anger resort to stupid violence. We freely admit 
that we must take our due share of blame for the existing
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■state, It is not m  much British guns that are responsible 
for our subjection as our voluntary co-operation,.

Our non-partkipation in a hearty welcome to Y our 
Royal Highness is thus in no sense a demonstration against 
your high personage, but it i's against, the system you com e 
to uphold. I know individual Englishmen carmot, even if 
they will, alter the English nature all of a sudden. If we 
would be the equals of Englishmen we must cast off fear.
We must learn to be self-reliant and independent of schools, 
courts, protection and patronage of a Government we seek 
to  end if it will not mend.

H ence this non-violent Non-Cooperation. I know we 
'have not all yet become non-violent in speech and deed, but 
the results so far achieved have, I assure Your Royal High* 
■ness, been amazing. T h e  people have understood the 
secret and value of non-violence as they have never done 
before. He who will may see that this is a religious, puri­
fying movement. We are leaving off drink. We are trying 
to rid India of the curse of untouehability. W e are trying 
to throw off foreign tinsel splendour and by reverting to the 
spinning wheel reviving the ancient and poetic simplicity of 
life. W e hope thereby to sterilize the existing harmful 
institutions.

I ask Your Royal Highness as an Englishman to study 
this movement and its possibilities for the Empire and the 
world. W e are at war with nothing that is good in the 
•world. In protecting Islam in the manner we are, we are 
protecting all religions; in protecting the honour of India , 
we are protecting the honour o f luimanity. For our means 
are hurtful to none. We desire to live on terms of friend­
ship with Englishmen, but that friendship must be friend- 
-ship of equals both in theory and in practice, and we must 
continue to non-co-operate, i. e., to purify ourselves till the

'' ' -


