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Wi shall not court God’s disfavour. We must pay heed
to/His warnings. If we had persisted in Mass Civil
Disobedience at Bardoli, in spite of Gorakhpur,
~ there would have resulted immense harm to the
public cause. We would have thrown aside truth and
peace. The first condition to Mass Civil Disobedience
at Bardoli was perfect peace in the other parts of the
country, Bardoli would bave sinned if it had proceeded
with the campaign in violation of our solemn pledge.

NON+CO-OPERATION

KEEP ABOVE REPROACH.

We need not feel impatient if some peop!e ask
whether such perfect peace is at all attainable, '_ Those
who argue in this strain, wish the abandonment of
Satyagraha and civility. We have to keep above the
reproach of uncivility, We should constitute ourselves
the trusiees of India's honour and it is incombent
on us to see that no unrighteous or wuncivil action
is ‘done under cover of righteous or civil preten-
ces, Bardoli kept peace and I maintained it, Both
Bardoli and myself have done some service to the
people. I think that by recanting my error, 1 have
proved the fitness of a true servant, Iam sure that the
people will not lose strength but rice all the better for
.this confession. It is very true that God alone has
rescued: us from shame. Imust have learnt a lesson
from Madras but I did not.  If a favourite of God does
not take note of His warning by means of ordinary
indications, the  All-Merciful warns him by flare
of trumpets and beat of drums and if he does
not wake up even then He makes him realise the trith
by thunder-storm, We have by doing the r:ght thing
put an end to imminent danger,
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We had to retrace our sieps and we did it in all

*humility. :

A man who strays trom hlS path has to n,tmce h;s
steps and arrive at the same place from where be missed
the way, We were taking the downward path after
the Working Committee passed the resolutlon on Civil
Disobedience but.now we are climbing up.

How LOVE PUNISHES.

But a mere recantation was not enough for me, More
severe penance had to be undergone. I was seized with
an immense mental pain, the moment I heard of the
‘Gorakpur tragedy, Bodily punishment was indis-

 pensable to me. A fast of five days will not suffice to
make up for all my errors. [ wished a fast of fourteen
days, but friends persuaded me to limit it to five, The
debtor who pays his full debt in time saves himself
from future ruin, There must be no advertising of these
prayaschittas. But there is a reason for my making it
public. The fast is a penance for me and punishment
for the culprits of Chouri Chaura. Love can only
punish by suffering. 1 warn the public by making my
fast known to them, I have no other option. If any
Non-Co-operator deceives me-—I take the whole of
India to be a Non-Co-operating body-let him take
away my body. I still believe that India wants my
bodily existence. I warn the people by torturing my
physical frame not to cheat me. If India wills it let
her get rid of me by abandoning non-violence. But as
long as she accepts my services she must remain non- ¢
violent and truthful, . If the people will not heed this
warning, I am determmed to prolong this fast of five
days into one of fifty and thus put an end to my life at
the end of it,

A DIVINE WARNING



NON-CUO-OPERATION

INDIA IS AND MUST BE NON-VIOLENT.

1 am writing this on the third day of my fast. My
heart tells me that Hindus, Mussulmans., Sikhs, Jews,
Christians, Parsis and others can attain Swaraj, serve
the Khilafat and redress the Puujab wrong only by
truth and non-vielence. If we abandon them we cannot
help others, not even Ghasi Mustapha Kemal Pasha. If
two unequals compete the weaker must either be killed
or subdued. Even a gnani cannot change his nature at
once, If the world were to act according to its true nature
‘what can force do ? I am repeating the same old truth
that India cannot attain Swaraj by physical force
Even to entertain a hope that physical force ' will
sticceed amounts  to violence. India is by Nature non-
violent. Knowingly or unknowingly she isintent on
Non-Co-operation by means wholly non-violent and
tcuthful. Nobody imitated the people of Ahmedabad
and Viramgaum and none will imitate the mad people
of Chauri-Chaura. Though violence is not in India’s
nature it has become a disease. Mustapha Xemal
Pasha is using the sword, because the Truks are trained
to violence and have been fighting for the last so many
centuries. But India has been non-violent for thousands
of years. We need not here discuss which nation
adopted the right course, There is room for both viol-
ence and non-violence in this wide world even as the
soul and body find room in life,

Now we must get Swaraj by the easiest and the
shortest method, India cannot change her nature in a
moment, [ am firmly of opinion that it will take some
yugas to make India free by the swords Tf the Indian
Mussulmans  will adopt Mustapha Kemal Pasha's
methods, I am sure they will corrupt Islam. Thete is
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more room for non-violence in Islam. Self-restraint
occupies a higher position than anger and violence,
India has been adhering to trath and Ahimsa for cen-
turies, India's slavery should be preferred to her
attaining freedom by abandoning truth and non-
violence. Man cannot run to both the poles at the
same time, We now see that Western methods are
violent whereas it is proved beyond the shadow
of a doubt that the FEastern = method is non-
violent and righteous. England has now become the
central point of Hurope. India has been the centre
of all civil stations for centuries. Yet the world
believes that England wields power and that India is
still only a slave. Our attempt to-day is to get rid of
slave mentality. If India succeeds in the attempt, it
can only be by means of her ancient truth and mnon-
violence. There is no coumtry in the world which is
inferior to India in physical prowesss Even little
Afghanistan can subdue her, With whose help then
does India wish to fight against England ! Is it with
the-help_ of Japan or Afghanistan? India will then
have to accept serfdom under any one who will help
her in the fight. Therefore, if India wants to become
free, she can only do so with God's help. God loves
those who are truthful and non-violent, Hence the
divine warning from Goralkhpur, It teaches us to get
back, and to be more firm in non-violence if we wish
to have our cherished desires accomplished,
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' ON THE EVE OF ARREST.

“IF 1 AM ARRESTED.”

[For months past the rumotit of Mr. Gandhi's inpending arrest
was in the air. Expecting the inevitable Mr. Gandhi bad more
than once written his final messags. But in the first week of March
the rumour became more widespread and intense. The stiffen-
ning of public opinion in England a2ad Mr. Montagu's threat-
ening speach in defence of hig Indian policy in the Commons,
revenled the fact that the Sacratary of Btate had already sanctioned
Mr, Gaadhi's prosecution. Chanri Chaura and the Delhi decisions
were presumably the immediate cause of Government's action on
Mr, Gandhi. Realising that his arrest would not long be deferred,
Mr. Gandhi wrote the following message in the Young India of
March 9 1)

The rumour has been revived that my atrrest is
imminent, 1fis said to be regarded as a mistake by
somé officials that I was not arrested when I was to be,
fe., on the 11th or 12th of February and that the
Bardoli decision ought not to have been allowed to
affect the Government's programme, Itis said, too,
that it is now no longer possible for the Government
to withstand the eveér rising agitation in' London for
my arrest and deportation. I myself caunot see ho'w
the Government can avoid arresting me if they want a
permanent abandonmeént of civil d:sobedlence whether
individual or mass,

I advised the Working Committee to suspend mass
¢ivil disobedience at Bardoli because that disobedience
would not have been civil, and if I am now advising
all provincial workers to suspend even individual civil
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disobedience, it is because 1 know that any disobedience
at the present stage will be not civil but crimival. A
tranquil atmosphere'is an indispensable condition of
civil disobedience. It is humiliating for me to discover
that there is a spirit of violence abroad and that the
Government of the United Provinces has been obliged
to enlist additional police for avoiding a' repetition of
Chauri Chaura. I do not say that all that is claimed
to have happened, has happened but it is impossible to
ignore all the testimony that is given in proof of the
growing spirit of violence in some parts of those
provinces, In spite of my political differences with
Pundit Hridayanath Kunzru, I regard him to be above
wilful perversion of truth. I consider him to be one of
the most capable among public workers, He is not a
man to be easily carried away. When, therefore, he
gives an opinion upon anything, it immediately arrests
my attention, Making due allowance for the colouring
of his judgment by reason of his pro-Government attitude,
I am unable to dismiss his report of the Chauri Chaura
tragedy as unworthy of consideration, Nort is it possible
to ignore letters received from Zamindars and others
informing me of the violent temperament and ignorant
lawlessness in the United Provinces. [ have before me
the Bareilly report signed by the Congress Secretary.
Whilst the authorities behaved like madmen and forgot
themselves in their fit of anger, we are not, if that report
is to be believed, without fault. The volunteer pro-
cession was not a civil  demonstration, It was insisted
upon in spite of a sharp division of opinion in our own
ranks, Though the crowds that gathered were not
violent, the spirit of the demonstration was undoubtedly
violent. It was an impotent show of force, whollg
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- unnecessary for our purpose and hardly a preclude to
civil disobedience, That the authorities could have
handled the procession ina better s:pirit', that they
ought not to have imterfered with the Swaraj flag, t hat
they ought not to have objected to the seizure of the
Town Hall which 'was town property as Congress
offices in view of the fact that it had been so used for
some months with the permission of the Town Council,
is all very true, But we have ceased to give credit to
the authorities for common or reasonable sense. On the
contrary, we have set ourselves against them because
we expect nothing but unreason and vieolence from
them, and knowing that the authorities would act no
better than they did, we should have refrained from all
the previous irritating demonstrations. That the U, P.
Government are making a mountain out of a mole hill,
that they are discounting their own provocation and
the provocation given by the inurdered men at Chauri
Chaura is nothing new. All that I am concerned with
is that it is not possible for us toclaim that we have
given them no handle w hatsoever. It is therefore asa
penance that civil disobedience has been suspended. But
if the atmosphere clears up,'if the people realise the full
value of the adjective ‘civil’ and become in reality non-
violent both in spirit and in deed, and if 1find that the
(tovernment still do not yield to the people’s will, I
shall certainly be the first person to advocate individual
or mass ¢ivil disobedience as the case may be., There
is no escape from that duty without the people wishing
to surrender their birthright.
I doubt the sincerity of Englishmen who are born
fighters when they declaim against civi] disobedience
as if it was a diabolical ¢rime to be purished with
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exemplary severity, If they have glorified armed
rebellions and resorted to them on due occasions, why
are many of them up in arms against the very idea of
civil resistance ¢ I can understand their saying that
the aftainment of a non-violent atmosphere is a
virtual impossibility in India, 1 do not helieve
it, but I can appreciate such an objection, What
‘however is beyond my comprehension is the dead set
made against the very theory of civil disobedience as if
it was something immoral. To expect me to give up
the preaching of civil disobedience is to ask me to give
up preaching peace which would be tantamount to
ask}ng me to commit suicide,
have now been told that the Govermrent are
compassmg the destruction of the three weeklies
which I am conducting, viz, Young India, Gujaraii
Nave Jivan and Hindi Nava.Jivas. 1 hope that the
rumour has no foundation. I claim that these three
journals are insistently preaching nothing but peace and
goodwill, Extraordinary care is taken to give nothing
but truth as I find it, to the readers, Every inadverient
inacaracy is admitted and corrected, The circulation of
- all the weekiies is daily growing. The conductors are
voluntary workers, in some cases taking no salary
whatscever and in the others receiving mere mainte-
nence money. Profits are all returned to the subscribers
in some shape or other, or are utilised for some construc-
tive public activity or other, I cannot say that I shall not
feel a pang if these journals cease to exist, But it is the
easiest thing for the Government to put them out. The_
publishers and printers are all friends and co-workers,
My compact with them is that the moment Government
asks for security, that moment the newspapers must stop.




tj'N "-_TH'E- EVE OF ARRES’I‘ @
'] am conductmg them upon the assumption that wha,t-
ever view the Goveroment may take of my activities,
they at least give me credit for preaching through these
newspapers nothing but the est nom-voilence and
truth according to my light, ﬂr

)’ hope, however, that whether the (Government
arrest ‘me or whether they sfop by direct or indirect
means the publication of the three journals, the public
will remain unmoved. Itj is a matter of no pride or
 pleasute to me but one of humiliation that the Govern-
ment refrain from arresting me for fear of an outbreak
of universal violence and awful slaughter that any such
outbreak must involve., It would be a sad commentary
upon my preaching of, and upon the Congress and
Khilafat pledge of, non-violence, if my incarceration
,was to be a signal for a storm all over the country,
Sarely, it would be a demonstration of India's unreadi-
ness for a peaceful rebellion. It would be a trinmph
for the bureaucracy, and it would be almost a final
proof of the correctness of the position taken up by the
- Moderate friends, viz, that India can never be prepared
for non violent disobedience, I hope therefore that the
Congress and Khilafat workers will strain every nerve
and show that al] the fears entertained by the Govern-
ment and their supporters were totally wrong. I promise
that such act of self-restraint will take us‘many a miles
towards our ttiple goal. _

There should therefore be no hartals, no noisy
demonstratious, no processions. I would regard the
observance of perfect peace on my arrest as a mark of
high honour paid to me by my countrymen. What I
would love to see, however, is the constriictive work of
the Congress going on with clackwork regularity and
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the speed of the Punjab expre z wonld love to see
people who have hitherto kept back, voluntanly
discarding all their foreign cloth and making a
bonfire of it. Tet them fulfil the whole of the
constructive programme framed at Bardoli, and they
will not only release me and other prisoners, but they
will also inaugurate Swaraj and secute redress of the
Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs. Let them remember
the four pillars of Swaraj: Non-violence, Hindu-
Moslem-Sikh-Parsi-Christian-Jew unity, total removal
of untouchability and manufacture of hand-spun and
hand-woven Khaddacr completely displacing foreign
cloth, :

1 do not.know that my removal from their midst
will not be a benefit to the people, In the first instance
the superstition about the possession of supernatural
powers by me will be demolished. Secondly, the belief
that people have accepted the non co-operation pro-
gramme only under my influence and that they have no
independent faith in it will be disproved, Thirdly, our
capacity for Swaraj will be proved by our ability to
conduct our activities in spite of the withdrawal even of
the originator of the current programme. Fourthly and
selfishly, it will give me a quiet and physical rest,
which perhaps I deserve.
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MESSAGE TO CO-WORKERS.
[in the course of a letter addressed to the General Bachtnry of
‘the Congress a couple of days before his arrest, Mr. Gandhbi wrote
as follows ,~—] '

You ask me for my fature 'pfogramme- I have
just sent you a telegram as follows

“In Ahmedabad till Saturday; Surat Sunday;
Monday; Bardo!i Tuesday.”

But that is * Government willing, 'for I have per-
sistent rumours being thrust upou me that my leaveis
now more than overdue, and 1 am also told that I shall
be relieved of my burdens inside of 7 days. Subject,
thereforg, to that happy cotitingency, you have the
foregoing progratme If [ am arrested, I look to you
and all who are out to keep absolute peace. It will be
the best honour that the country can do me, Nothing
would pain me more, in whatever jail I may find
myself, than to be informed by my custedians that a
single hsad has been broken by or on behalf of non-
co-operators, a single man had been insulted or a single
building damaged. 1f the people or the workers have
at all understood my message, they will keep exemplary
peace, 1 would certainly be delighted 1f in the night
following my arrest, there was throughout the length
and breadth of India, a bonfire of all foreign cloth
voluntarily surrendered by the people without the
slightest compulsion having been exercised, and a
fixed determination to use nothing but khaddar, and
till then in the glorions weather of India to wear
nothing but a piece of loin-cloth, and in the case



of Mussulmans, the minimum required by religious
obligation, I would certainly love to be told
that there was a phenomenal demand for spinning
wheels and that all workers who did not know hand-
spinning had commenced it in right earnest. The more

MESSAGE TO CO-WORKERS | U

I think over our future programme, and the more news

I get about the spirit of violence that has silently but
surely crept into our ranks, the more convinced 1 am
that even individual civil disobedience would be wrong..
It would be much better to be forsaken by everybody
-and to be doing the right thing than to be doing the
wrong thing for the sake of boasting a large following.
Whether we ate few or whether we are many, so long
as we believe in the programme of non-violence there
is no absolution from the full constructive programme.
Enforce it to-day, and the whole country is ready for
mass civil disobedience to-morrow,. Fail in the effort,
and you are not ready even for individual civil dig-
obedience. Nor is the matter difficult. If all the
members of the AllIndia Congress Committee and
Provincial Congress Committees are convinced of the
correctness of the premises I have laid down, it can be

dome. The pity of itis that they are not so convinced.

A policy is a temporary creed liable to be changed, but
while it holds good it has got to be pursned with
apostolic zeal.
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MESSAGE TO KERALA.
: [The following message to Kerala was dictated by Mr. Gandhi
~ an hour and a half before his arvest. It was addressed to M.
fT Gupala "ll'qnon, Editor of  Naveena Keralam"]

- The only message that I can send in the midst of
overw helmmg work is for both Hindus and Moplahs to
: reahse thair future responsibility, not to brood over the
~ past. How to reach the Moplahs as also the class of
Hindus whom yot would want to reach through your
newspaper is more than I can say, but I know that
‘Hindus should cease to be cowardly. The Moplahs
should cease to be cruel, In other words, each party
should become truly religious,  According ‘to the
Sastras Hinduism is certainly not the creed of cowards.
Equally certainly, Islam is not the creed of the cruel.
The only way the terrible problem before you can be
solved is by a few picked-Hindus and Mussulmans
working dway in perfect unison and with faith in “their
mission. They ought not to be baffled by absence of
results in the initial stages, and if you can get together
from among your readers a number of such men and

women your paper will have served a noble purpose,



. AFTER THE ARREST.

i . TIHE ARREST,

T

Mr. Gandhi was arrested at the Satyagraha Ashram, Ahmedabad,
on Friday the 10ch March, for certain articles published in
his  Young Indim. ' On the 11th noon Messrs. Gandhi and
Sankarlal Banker the publisher were placed before Mr. Brown,
Assistant Magistrate, the Court being held in the Divisional
Commissioner’s Cilice at Sahibah, 'The prosecution was conducted
by Rao Bahadur Girdharilal, Public Prosecutor. The Buperinten~
dent of Police, ' Ahmedabad, the first witness, produced the
Bombay Goverment's aunthority to lodge a complaint for four
articles published in Young India, dated the 156th June, 1921,
entitled ** Disafiection a Virtue '’, dated the 2th Beptemi:ér.
 Tampering with Loyalty '’ dated the 1lbth December, “ The
Puzzle and Its Solution” and dated the 28rd February 1922,
# thaking the Manes.” Two formal police witnesses were then
produced. ‘The accused declined to cross-examine the witnesses.

MR. GANDHI'S STATEMENT.
My, M. K. Gaudhi, 53, farmer and weaver by profes-

ston, residing at Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmatr, said i

I simply wish to state that when the proper time
comes I shall plead guilty so far as disaffection towards
the Government is concerned. It is quite true that Iam
the Editor of Young India and that the articles read in
my presence were written by me and the proprietors
and publishers had permitted me te control the whole
policy of the paper. '

The case then having been committed to the Sessions
Mr. Gandhs was taken to the Sabarmati [ail where he
was detained till the hearing which was to  come off on
Mazrch 18,
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THE MESSAGE OF THE CHARKA,

s

[Mrs. Barojini Naidu; who saw Mr, Gandbi in jail on Saturday
the 11th March brought the followmg message to Bnmbay from

hlm'—--]
I do not want Bombay to mourn over the arrest of
one of its mute Secretaries and myself but to rejoice

over our rest. Whilst I would like an automatic res-

_'_ponse to all the items of Non-Co-cperation, I would like

Bombay to conceutrate upon the “ charka and khaddar.”

* The monied men of Bombay can buy all the handspun

and handwoven ¢ khaddar ’ that could be manufactured

throughout India...The Women of Bombay,if they really

mean to do their share of work, should religiously spin

for a certain time everyday for the sake of the country.

1 wish that no one will think of following us to jail. It

would be criminal to court imprisonment till a complete

non-violent atmosphere is attaineds One test of such

| atmosphere will be for usto put the Englishmen and

Moderates at ease. This can be done onmly if we have’
good-will towards them in spite of our differences.



LETTER TO HAKIM AJMAL KHAN

[The following letter was addressed by Mr. Gandhito Hakim
Ajmal Khan from the 8abarmaty Jail, dated the 12th March, 1992.]

My dear H‘lklm,]l.

Since my arrest this is the first letter I have
commenced to write after having ascertained that
under the Jail Rules I am: entitled to write as many
letters as I like as an under-trial prisoner. Of course
you know that Mr, Shankerlal Banker is with me, I
am happy that he is with me. Every one lknows how
near he has come to me-—naturally, therefore, both of
us are glad that we have been arrested together.

I write this to you in your capacity as Chairman
of the Working Committee and, therefore, leader of
both Hindus and Mussulmans or better still, of all

India,
I write to you also as one of the foremost leaders

of Mussulmans, but above all I write this to you as an
esteemed friend. 1 have had the privilege of knowing
yousince 1915, Our daily growing association has
enabled me to seize your friendship as a treasure, A
stannch Mussulman, you have shown in your own life
what Hindu-Muslim unity means.

We all now realise, as we have never before
realised that without that unity we cannot attain our
freedom, and I make bold to say that without that
unity the Mussulmans of India cannot render the
Khilafat all the aid they wish. Divided, we must ever
remain slaves. This unity, therefore, cannot be a mere
policy to be discarded when it does not suit us. We

a7
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chn dlscard it only when we are tired of Swaraj.
Hindu-Muslim unity must be our creed to last for all
time and under all circumstances.

Nor must that unity be a menace to the minotities
—=the Parsees, the Christians, the Jews or the powerful

Sikhs, If we seek to crush any of them, we sghall

some day want to fight each other,

| have been drawn so close to you chiefly because
1 know that you believe in Hindu-Muslim unity in the
full sense of the term,

This unity in my opiniof is unattainable without
our adopting non-violence as a firm policy, T call ita
policy because it is limited to the preservation of that
unity, Bat it follows that thirty crores of Hindus
and Mussulmans, united not for a time but for all time,
can defy all the powers of the world and should con-
sider it a cowardly act to resort to violence in their
dealings with the English administrators, We bave
hitherto feared them and their guns in our simplicity,
The moment we realise our combined  strepgth, we
shall consider it unmanly to fear them and, there-
fore, ever to think of striking them., Hence am I
anxicus and impatient to persuade my countrymen
to feel non-violent, not ont of our weakness but
out of our stremgth, But you and I kmow that we
have not vét evolved the non-violence of the strong
and we have not done so, because the Hindu-
Muslim union has not gone much beyond the stage of
policy, There is still too much mutual distrust and
consequent fear. 1am not disappointed, The progress
we have made in that direction is iftdeed phenonienal.
We seem to have covered in eighteen months’ time the
work of a generation. But infinitely more is necsssary.
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Neither the classes nor the masses feel instinctively '-
that our union is as necessary as the breath of our

nostrils. ' :
Tor this consummation We must, it seems to me,

cient number of Hindus and Mussulmans with almost &
fanatical faith in everlasting friendship between the
Hindu and the Mussulmans of India, we shall not be
long before the unity permeates the masses. A few of
15 must first clearly understand that we can muke: no
headway without accepting non-violence in thought, word
and deed for the full realisation of our political ambi-
tion. I would, therefore, beseech you and the members
of the Working Committee and the All-India Congress
Committee to see that our ranks contain no workers who
do not fully realise the essential truth 1 have en-
deavoured to place before yous A living faith cannot be
manufactured by the rule of majority.

To me the visible symbol of All-India unity and,
thetefore, of the acceptance of non-violence as an in-
dispensable means for the realisation of our political
ambition is undoubtedly the Charka, i.e, khaddar,
Only those who believe in cultivating a non-violent
spirit and eternal friendship between Hindus and
Mussulmans will daily and religiously spine Universal
hand-spinning and the universal manufacture and use of
hand-spun and hand-woven khaddar will be a substan-
tial, if not absolute, proof of the real unity and non-
violence. And it will be a recognition of a living
kinship with the dumb masses. Nothing can possibly
unify and revivify India as the acceptance by All=India
of the spinning wheel as a daily sacrament and the

haddar weart as a privilege and a duty.

rely more upon quality than quantity. Givena suffi- i

B
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Whilst, therefore, I am anxious that more title-
bolders should give up their titles. lawyers law:courts,
scholars the Government schools or colleges, the Coun-
cillors the Councils and the soldiers and the civilians,
their posts, I would urge the nation to restrict its acti-
o wiy in this direction only to the consolidation of the
restilts already achieved and to trust its strength to.
command further abslentions from association with a
system we are seeking to mend or end.

 Mereover, the workers are too few. I would not
waste a single worker fo day on destructive work when
we have such an enormous amotnt of constructive work.
But perhaps the most conclusive argument against
devoting further time to destructive propaganda is the
fact that ttespirit of intolerance which is a form of
violence has never beet so rampant as now. Co-opera-
tors are estranged from us; they fear ns, They say
that we are establishing a worse bureaucracy than the
existing one. We must remove every cause for such
anxiety. We must go out of our way to win them to-
otir side. We must make Englishmen safe from alt
barm {rom our side. 1should not have to labounr the
point, if it was clear to every one as itis to you and to
me that our pledge of non-violence implies utter humi-
lity and goodwill even towards our bitterest opponent,
This necessary spirit will be automatically realised, if
only India will devote her sole attention to the work of
construction suggested by me. :

I flatter myself with the belief that my imprison-
ment is quite enough for a long time to come, I believe
in all humility that I bave noill-will against any one,
Some of my friends would not have to be as non-viclent
as I am., But we contemplated the in priconnentof the
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most innocent. If I may be allowed that claim, it is
clear that I should not be followad to prison by any-
body at all, We do want to paralyse the Governmsnt
considered as a system, not however, by intimidation
but by the irresistible pressurs of our innocence, In . .my
opinion it would be intimidation to 6l the: jJails anyhow
And why should more innocent men seak Jimprisonment
till one considered to \be the most jinnocent has been
found inadequate for the purpose,

- My caution against further courtmgﬁof imprisons
ment does not mean that we are now to shirk imprison-
ment, If the Government will taks away every noa-viol-
ent non-co-operator, I should walcoms it. Qal y it should
not be because of our civil disobsdiencs, dsfensive or
aggressive. Nor, 1 hope, will ithe country fret over
those who are in jail. It will do them and the country
good to serve the full term of their imprisonmsnt, They
can be fitly dischargad bzafore their tims= only by an
act of the Swaraj; Parliament, And I entertain an
absolute conviction that universal adoption of khaddar
is Swaraj.

I bave refrained from mentioning wntouchability, I
am sure every good Hindu believes that it has got to go,
Its removal is as necossary as the realisation of Hindu ,
Muslim unity,

I have placed bsfore you a peogramms which is in
my opinion the quickest and the best. No impatient
Khilafatist can devise a batter. May God give you
health and wisdom to guide the country to her dsstinad
goal, : .
I am, Yours Sincerely, (Sd) M. K. Gandhi,
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LETTER TO SRIMATI URMiLA DEVI

[The fo]lowmg letter wag addressed to Srimati Urmtla Devi,
- Narr Karma Mandir, Calcutta, from the Sabarma.ti Jail, under
' date the 18th tnstant.]

.+~ My dear sister,

 You have neglected me entirely. But I know that

_you have done so to save my time. ,
I want you to devote the whole of your time to
nothing but charka and khaddar. It is the only visible
symbol of peace, All-India Unity and our oneness with
the masses including the socalled untouchables.
. Please show this to Basanti Deyi and Deshaban-
dhu. 1 hope he is well and strong, Prisoners cannot
afford to be ill.

You know of course that Shankerlal Banker is with
me.

With love to youall,

INTERVIEW IN JAIL.

s 1 e e v

[(The Bombay Chronicle of March 14 published the following
notes of an interview with Mr, Gandhi supplied by the Associated
Press, Mr. Gordhandas 7. Patel the Joint Honorary Secretary
ot the Millowners Association and & Member of the Ahmedabad
Mills Tilak Swaraj Fund, In his private capacity, put & few queries

- to Mr. Gandbi.) :
N. C. 0. MOVEMENT,

| Q~—In case you are convicted will the Non-Co-
oreralion movemwent be adversely affected?
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,)}/ INTERVIEW IN JAIL L

A.~The words ‘‘In case’ are inappropriate, The
more harsh the punishment, the more strong will the
Non.Co-operation movement be. This is my firm con®
viction, - ' b
' Q. —-—After your conviction if Government resort to
rigorous repressive measures, can any district or
tahsil embark upon mass civil disobedience?

- A, —Certainly nots 1t is my empbhatic advice th’
whatever repressive measures (overnment may adopt
the people should in no circumstances indulge in any
movement of mass civil disobedience.

Q —W hat should be the next move of the nation
now ?

A.—~The first and foremost duty of the nation is to
keep perfect non-violence. Mutual ill-will and feelings
of hatred among the different sections of people have
taken such a strong root that constant effort to eradicate
them is absolutely essential and the Non-Co- -operators

should take the lead, becanse their number is consider-
able. There is a considerable lack of toleration, courtesy
and forbearance amongst Non-Co operators and it is my
firm belief {hat is the sole reason why our victory is
delayed and that I regard the ‘‘charkha’ as the most
potent weapon to secure the required peace, courtesy etc.
Hence I would only advice that the people should become
immediately occupied with the “charka’’ and khaddar
prepared therefrom. No sooner could we effect a com-
plete boycott of foreign cloth and the use of hand-spun
and handwoven “khaddar” than Swaraj is in hand and
in consequence whereof, the doors of the jail would be
automatically laid open and my companions and myse 1f
would be able to be out, I anxiously await such an
auspicions 0ccasions.
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Q.~~What is your oplmon in regard to the remarks
“made by Sir William Vincent against the Ali Brothers ?
A,—~There is nothing new in it. The Brothers
have given out in the clearest terms what they believed
to be true. This is considered to be their greatest fault
and I too am committing similar fanlts. For the same
reason I regard them both as my real brothers.
MR, MONTAGU'S RESIGNATION,
. Q~—~Will India suffer any harm in consequence of
Mr. Montagu's resignation ?

A ~—1I certainly do not believe that there will be
any harm. But Mr. Montagu certainly deserves credit
for what he has done,

Q.—1Is there any logical connection between the
political conditions of England and India as present ?

A+—There certainly is such a connection. If the
programme which I have laid down for India is carried
through, it will preduce a very salutary effect not only
.on the political situation ¢f England but on that of the
whole world.

Q~~What do you think of the coming Paris
Conference ?

A.—At present, I have no high expectation from
that, as it is my firm belief that as long as India does
not show completely the miracle of “ ¢harkha '’ the
problem of Khilafat will not be properly solved,

Qe—What are ' your instructions regarding the
harmonious relations between the mill-hands and the
capitalists of the place, in your absence ?

A.~—Repose full confidence in Anusuya Bahen.

Q.—What message do you send to the people of
Ahmedabad ?

A.-——-—The people of Ahmedabad should take to
% Khaddar "', preserve perfect umity and support the
current movement.

ON THE EVEOI‘ ARREST
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LETTER TO MOULANA ABDUL BARL

[‘I-‘he‘ fa!low-ixig letter was written by Mr. Gandhi from the
Ahmedabad jail soon after his arrest.]

Dear Maulana Sahib,

Just npow I am enjoying myself in my house -of
freedom.  Hakimji and other friends are here, I feel
your absence, but that dops not much worry me
since we had ample discussion at Ajmer, I know
that you  will certainly, steadily stick to those
principles that formed the subject of our tallk, I
will earnestly request you to avoid making - any
spesches in the public. Personally after deep thought
I bave come to the conclusion that if there is anything
tbat can serve an effective and visible symbol of the
Hindu-Muslim unity, it is the adoption of charka and
pure khaddar dress prapared from hand-spun yarn by the
rank and file of both the communities,  Only universal
acceptance of this cult can supply us with a common
idea and afford a common basis of action.

The use of kbaddar cannot become universal until
both the communities take to it. The universal -adop-

 tion of charka and khaddar therefore would awaken
India. It will also be a proof of our capacity to
satisfy all our needs, Hver since the commencement
of our present struggle we have been feeling the.
necessity of boycotting foreign cloth, 1 venture to
suggest that when khaddar comes universally in use,
the boycott of foreign cloth will automatically follow.
Speaking for = myself, charka and khaddar have a
special religions sigoificance to me because they
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-are a symbol of kinship between the members of
both the communities with the hunger and disease-
stricken poor. It is by virtue of the fact that our
movement can to-day be described as moral and
economic as well as political. $o long as we . cannot
achieve this little thing, 1 feel certain success is
impossible. Again the kbhaddar movement can succee d
only when we recognise nbn-violence as an essential
condition for the attainment of Swaraj and Khilafat
both. Therefore the khaddar programme is the only
effective and successful prograinme that I can place
before the country at present. I was so glad when vou
told me that you would begin to epin regularly when I
be arrested. I can only say that every man, woman
and child ought to spin as a religious duty till a
complete and permanent boycott of foreign cloth is
effected, the Khilafat and Punjab wrongs satisfactorily
.redressed and the Swaraj attained. May ! entreat you
to use all your influence for popularising Charkha
among your Muslim brethren.

. ON THE EVE OF ARREST

MESSAGE TO THE PARSIS,

[Mr. Gandhi addressed the following message tn the Parsees
from the Sabarmati Jail through Mr. B.F. Bharucha :—]

How can I forget to write to you ? Please tell my
Parsee sisters and brothers naver to lose faith in this
 movement. It is impogeible for me to give up my
* confidence in them. There is no other programme before
me 'than that of khadi and charkha, charkha and
kbadi. Hand-spun yarn must be as current among us
as are small coins, To attain this object we can put on
no other cloth than hand-spun and hand-weven khadi
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So long as Indiais not able todo this much Civil

Disobedience will be futile, Swaraj cannot be attained, |

and Khilafat and the Punjiab wrongs are impossible to
be righted. If this conviction is driven home to you,
keep on turning out yarn and using khaddar. Be gxpert
spinners.

Bande Mataram from Mohandas.

TRUTH OF THE SPINNING WHEEL.

e g b ket

[The following letter was addressed by Mr. Gandhi to a devot-
ed friend ] :
: o Sabarmati Jail, 17th March 1922,
My Dear Child, | '

Well. 1 hope you were all happy over the news of
my arrest. It has given me great joy, because it came:
just when I had purified myself by the Bardoli penance
and was merely concentrating upon no experiment, but
the proud work of khaddar manufacture, i.e. hand-
spinning. 1 would like you to see the truth of the
spinning wheel. It and it alone is the vigible outward
expression of the inner feeling for bumanity. If we feel
for the starving masses of India, we must introdnce the
spinning-wheel into their homes. We must, therefore,
become expeits and in order to make them realise the
necessity of it we must spin daily as a sacrement. If
you have understood the secret of the spinning-wheel,
if you realise what is a symbol of love of mankind, you

will eagage in noother outward activity, If many

people do not follow you, you have more leisure for
spinning, carding or weaving.
With love to you all. Bapu.

| s gt
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LETTER TO MR. ANDREWS.

o

. -[I‘he' following letter was addressed by Mr. Gandhi to Me.
C. F Andrews from fSa‘barmgti Jail, in answer to a lettar expresse
ing deop regret that on account of the railway strike, he was not
able to leave his work and go to him bsfore the trial was
L aver ] : St .
sl oy Sabarmati Jail, March 17,

“My dear Charlie, I have justgot your letter,
You were quite right in not leaving your work, Vou
should certainly go to Gurudev, and be with him as
long as hs needs you. 1 would ''‘ceriainly like your
- ‘going to the Ashram ' (Sabarmati), and staying there
- a while, when you are free. But I 'would not expect

you to see me in jail ; I am as happy as a bird ! My
ideal of a jail life~—especially that of a civil resister,——
_is to be cut off entirely from all connection with the
outside world, To be allowed a visitor isa privilege

—a civil resister may neither seek, nor recéive, a pri-

vilege. The religious value of jail discipline is

enhanced by renouncing privileges, The forthcoming

imprisonment will be to me more a religiods than a

political advantage. If it is a saorifice, I want it to be

the purest.
- "With love, Yours, Mohan,



THE GREAT TRIAL.

STATEMENT BEFORE THE COURT

[The trial of Mr.. Gandhi and Bhankarlal Banker took place at
the Government circuit House:Abmedabad, on Saturday the 16th
March 1922 before Mr. C. N. Broomsfield, I. C. 8. District and
Bessions Judge, Ahmedabad. The trial opened at 12 noon, the
Honorable 8ir J. T. Btmngman, Advocate CGeneral, Bombay,
conducting the prosecution, The accused were undefended,

+The charges having been read out, the Judge called upon the
‘accused to plead to the charge. He asked Mr Gnndhi whether he
pleaded guilty or claimed to be tried. A

Mr. Gandhi ; “ I plead guilty to all the cbarge*‘ I observe
that the King's name has been omitted (rom the charges and it has
been properly omitted,”’

The Judge : Mr. Banker do you plead guilty or do you clain
to be tried?”

r. Banker :—** I plead guilty." , i
be advocate general then began to urge the trial! His
argument over, the Court asked Mr. Gandhi :

% Mr, Candhi do you wish to make a statement on the question
of sentence !"?

Mr. Gandhi : * I would hke to make a statement,”

Coutt : * Conld you give. it to me in writing to putit on
record ' ; '

it."]

ORAL BTATEMENT.

[Before reading his writtén statement, Mr, Gandhi spoke a few
- words as introductory remarks to the whole statement. He said :]

Before I read this statement I would like to state

that I entirely endorse ‘the learned Advocate-General’s
remarks in connection with my humble self, 1 think

A
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Mr. Gandhi @ 1 shall give it as soon as I finish reading 4
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“that he was entirely fair to me in all the statements
that he has made, because it is very true and I have no
desire whatsoever to conceal from this Court the fact
that to preach disaffection towards the existing system
of Government has become almost a passion with me.

- And the learned Advocate-General is also entirely in

. the right when he says that my preaching of disaffec-
 tion did not commence with my connection with
“Young India® but that it commenced much earlier, and

in the statement that I am about toread it will be my
painful duty to admit before this Court that it commen-

ced much earlier than the period stated by the

| Advocate-General. It is the most painful duty with me

' but I have to discharge that duty knowing the respon-

. sibility that rested upon my shoulders.

' And 1 wish to endorse all the blame that the
Advocate-General has thrown on my shoulders in
connection with - the Bombay occurrences, Madras

.| occurrences and the Chouri Choura occurrences. Thinking

| over these things deeply, and sleeping over them night
after night and examining my heart I have come to the
conclusion that it is impossible for me to dissociate
‘myself from the diabolical crimes of Chouri Choura or
the mad outrages of Bombay, He is quite right when
he says that as a man of responsibility, a man having
received a fair share of education, having bad a fair

‘share of experience of this world, I should know the
consequences of everyone of my acts, I knew them.
I knew that I was playing with fire. I ran the risk and
if I was set free I would stil! do the same., I would be
failing in my duty if I do .not do so. I have felt it this
morning that T would have failed in my duty if Idid not
say all what I said here just now., I wanted to avoid
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 violence, Non-violence is the first article of my faith,
| It is the last article of my faith, ' But I bad to make my
choice. 1 had either to submit to a system which 1 i
considered has done an irreparable harm to my country
or  imcur the risk of the mad fury of my people
bursting forth when they understood the truth
from my lips, I know that my people have sometimes
gone mad. I am deeply sorry for it; and I am, there-
fore here, to submit not toa light penalty but to the
highest penalty. I do not ask for mercy. I do not plead
any extenuating act. I am here, therefore, to invite and
submit to the highest penalty that can be inflicted upon
me for what in law isa deliberate crime and what
appears to me to be the highest duty of a citizen, The
only course open to you, Mr, Judge, is, as I am just going
to say in my statement, either to resign your post or
inflict on me the severest penalty if you believe that the
system and law you are assisting to administer are good
for the people. 1 do not expect that kind of conversion,
But by the time I have finished with my statement yon
will, perbaps, have a glimpse of what is raging within
my breast to run this maddest risk which a sane man
can run,

WRITTER BTATEMENT.

The following is the full text of the written state-
ent which Mr, Gandhs made bejore the court.

L owe it perhaps to the Indian public and to the
public in England to placate which this prosecution is "
mainly tak@ﬁ up that I should explain why from a
Staunch loyalist and co-operator I have become an
uncompromising disaffectionist and Non-Co-operator. To
the court too I should say why I plead guilty to the



ON THE EVE OF ARREST E;L

charge of promoting disaffection towards the Govern-
ment established by law in India.

My public life begas in 1893 in Bouth Africa in
troubled weather. My first contact with British autho-
rity in that country was not of a happy character. |
discovered that as a man and an Indian I had no rights,
On the contrary 1 discovered that I had no rights as a
man because I was an Indian, ;

But 1 was not baffled, 1 thought that this treat-
ment of Indians was an excrescence upon a system that
was intrinsically and mainly good. I gave the Govern
ment my voluntary and hearty co-operation, eriticising
it fully where I felt it was faulty but never wishing its
destruction. _ _ :

Consequently when the existence of the Empire
was threatened in 1899 by the Boer challenge, I offered
my seérvices toit, raised a volunteer ambulance cotps
and served at several actions that took place for the
relief of Ladysmith, Similarly in 1906 at the time
of the Zulu revolt I raised a stretcher-bearer party and
served till the end of the ‘ rebellion’s On both these
L occasions I received medals and was even mentioned in
| despatches. For my work in South Africa I was given
' by Lord Hardinge a Kaiser-i-Hind Gold Medal. When
the war broke out in 1914 betwesn England and Germany
I raised a volunteer ambulance corps in London consist-
ing of the then resident Indians in London, chiefly
students. Its work was acknow ledged by the authorities
to be valuable. Lastly in India when a special appeal
was made at the War Conference in Delhi in 1917 by
Lord Chelmsford for recruits, 1struggled at the cost of
my health to raise a cofps in Kheda and the response
being made when the hostilities ‘ceased and

A Ny~ |
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orders were recéived that no more recruits were

STATEMENT BEFORE THE COURT 783

wanted. In all thesé efforts at service I was actuated

by the belief that it was possible by such ser-
vices to gain a status of full equallty in the Empmre fm
my countrymen, ;

The first shock came in the shape of the Rowlatt
Act, alaw designed to rob the people of all real freedom,
I felt called upon to lead an intensive agitation against
it.  Then followed the Punjab horrors beginning with
" the massacre at Jallianwala Bagh and culminating
in urawling orders, public floggings and other indescrib-
able humiliations. I discovered foo that the plighted
word of the Prime Minister to the Mussulmans of India
regarding the integrity of Turkey and the holy places of
Islam was not likely to be fulfilleds Buat in spite of
the foreboding and the grave warnings of friends, at the
Amritsar Congress in 1919, I fought for co-operation and
working the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms, hoping that
the Prime Minister would redeem his promise to the
Indian Mussulmans, that the Punjab wound would be
healed and that the reforms inadequate and unsatisfac-
tory though they were, marked a new era of hope in the
life of India,

But all that hope was shattered. The Khilafat
promise was not to be redeemed. The Punjab crime
was white-washed and most culpritss went not only
unpunished but remained in service and some continued
to draw pensions from the Indian revenue, and in some
cases were even rewarded. 1 saw too that not only did
the reforms not mark a change of heart, but they were
only a method of further draining India of her wealth
and of prolonging her servitude.

I came reluctantly to the conclusion that the
48 -
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British connection had made India more helpless than
she ever was before, politically and economically, A
disarmed India has no power of resistance agamnst any

 aggressor it she wanted to engageé inan armed conflict
' with him. Somuch is this the case that some of our
best men consider that India must take generations

' _-'befor'é she can achieve the Dominion status.  She has

/ become so poor that she has little power of resisting
famines. Before the British advent, Iud'ia;,spri_n'and
wove in her millions of cottages just the supplement
she needed for adding to her meagre agricultural

" resources. The cottage industry, so vital for India’s
| existence, has been ruined by incredibly heartless and
‘inhuman processes as described by English witnesses.
‘Little do town-dwellers know how the semi-starved
masses of Indians axre slowly sinking to  lifeless-
ness.  Little do they know that their miserible
comfort represents the brokerage they get for the
Lsyork they do for the foreign exploiter, that the profits

' | and the brokerage are sucked from the masses. Little
do they realise that the Government established by
law in British India is carried on for this exploitation of
the masses. No sophistry, no jugglery in figures can
explain away the evidence the skeletons in many
villages present to the naked eye. 1 have no doubt

w hatsoever that both England and the town-dwellers

of India will have to answer, if there isa God above.
for this crime against humanity which is perhaps
unequalled in history. The law itself in this country
has been used to serve the foreign expoliter. My
unbiassed examination of the Funjab Martial Law
cmses has led me to believe that at least ninety-five
per cent. of comvictions were wholly bads My
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experience of pohtu.a! cases in India leads me tothe ol
conclusion that in nine out of every ten the condemned
men were totally  innocent. Their crime consisted
in love of theit country, In ninsty-nine cases out of
- hundred, justice has been devied to Indians as against
Europeans in the Courts of India. This is not an
8 xaggerated picture. It is the experience of almost
 every Indian who has had anything to do with sach
cases.  In myopinion the admiinistration of the law is
thus prostituted consciously or uncousciously for the
benefit of the exploiter, '
The gréatest misfortune is that Englishmen and
their Indian associates in the administration of the
-country do not kvow that they are engaged in the crime
I have attempted to describe. I am satisfied that many
English and Indian officials honestly believe that they
are administering one of the best systems devised in the
world and that India is making steady though slow
‘progress. They do not know that a subtle but effective
system of terrorism and an organised display of force
on the one hand and the deprivation of all powers ‘of
retaliation or self-defence on the other have emascula-
ted the people and induced in them the habit of
simulation. This awful habit has added to the ignorance |
and the self-deception of the administrators. Section
124-A under which 1 am happily charged is ‘perhaps
t he prince among the political sections of the Indign 00
Penal Code designed “to suppress tha liberty  of
the citizen, Affection cannot be manufactured ot*:-'-.:".
regulated by law. If ome has no affection for
a person or thing .one should be freeto give the |
fullest expression to his disaffection s0 long as ha'f'
does not eontemp}ate promote or incite to VIOIenﬁ
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But the section  under which Mr. Banker and i
are charged is one under which mere promotion of
disaffection is a crime. [ have studied some of the '
cases tried under it, and 1 know that some of the most
loved of India’s patriots have been convicted under it
1 consider it a privilege therefore, to be charged under
it. ' I have endeavoured to give in their briefest outline
the reasons for my disaffection, I have no persona I
ill-will against any single administrator, much less.
can I have any disaflection towards the King's person.
But 1 hold it to be a virtue to be disaffected towards a
Government which in its totality has done more  harm.
to India than any previous system. India is less manly
under the DBritish rule than she ever was before,
Holding such a belief, I consider it to bea sin to  have
affection for the system. And it has been a precious
privilege for me to be able to write what 1 have in
the varions articles tendered in evidence against me.
1n fact I believe that I have rendered a service {o
India and England by showing in Non-Co-operation the
way out of the unpatural state in which both are living.
In my humble opinion, non-co-operation with evil is as.
much a duty as is co-operation with good. But in the
) past, non-co-operation has been deliberately expressed
in violence to the evildoer. I am endeavouring to show
to my countrymen that violent non-co-operation only
multiplies evil and that as evil can only be sustained by
violence, withdrawal of support ot evil requires com-
plete abstention from violence, Non-violence implies
voluntary submission to the penalty for non-co-opera-
tion with evil, Tam here, therefore, to invite and subinit
cheerfully to the highest penalty that can be inflicted
upon me for what in law is deliberate crime and what
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- respector of persony.  Nevertheless, it will be impossible to ighore.

4ppears to me to be the highest duty of a citizen, The
only course open to you, the Judge and the Assessors, is
either to resign your posts and thus dissociate yourselves

from evil if you feel that the law you are called upon to
ad_mini'ste_r isanevil and that in reality I am innccent, ot
to infiict on me the severest penalty if you believe that
the system and the law jrou are, assis[fug to administer
are good for the people of this country and that my
activity is therefore injurious to the public weal.
Gl _ THE JUDGMENT. ,

- [After Mr. Gandlis had made his statement Mrs

Rroomfield the Ssssions Judge, pronounced the following

Judgments] : ,
' My, Gandhi, yon have made my task easy one way by pleading

guilty to the ‘charge. Nevertheless, what remains namely, the:

deterntination of djust sentence is perhaps as difficult & proposition
as & judge in this country could have to face. The law is no

the fact that youare in 'a different category from any person [
have ever tried or am likely to have totry. It would ba impos-
sible to ignore the fact that in the eyes of millions of your country-
men you are a great patriot and a great leader. Even those who
differ from you in politics look upon you as a man of high ideals
and of noble and even saintly life. I have to deal with you in
one chavucter only, It is not my duty and I do not presbme to
judge or eritigise you in any other character. It is my duty to
Judge you a8 a man subject to the law who bas by his own admis=
sion broken ' the law and committed, what to an ordinfuy maf
must aﬁpear.- to be, grave offences against the State. I do not
forget 1

political teaching add the nature of many of those to whom it was

addressed how you could have continued to believe that violence

would not be the inevitable consequence, it passes my capacity to

understand. There are probably few people in India who do not
siocerely regret that yon should have made it impossible for any’

. Government to leave you at liberty, Butitisso. Iam trying to

balance what'is due to you against what appears to me to be neces-
sary in the interest of the publie, and I propose in passing sentence
to follow the precedent of 4 casein many respects similar to this
ca-e that was decided some twelve years ago. T mean the case
against Mr. Bal Gavgadhar Tilak under the same section. Tha

SR

at you have consistently preached against violence aud
“that you have on many occasions, as I atn willing to believe, done
much to prevent violence.  But having regard to the nature of

g



e sentence that was passed upon him as it finally stood was a sentence:
'\ ofsimple imprisonment for six years. ¥om will not consider it
A unreasonable I think, that you shonld be classed with Mz, Tilak.
ity  That is a sentence of two years’ simple imprisonment on each
it - eount of the charge, six years in all which I feel it my duty to pass

upou you ; and I should like to say in doing so that if the course of

events in India should make it possible for the Government to

reduce the period and release yon no one will be beiter pleased
than 1,

| THE GREAT TRIAL

MP. GANDHI'S REPLY.
[After the [Judge had pronounced sentence. Mr.
Gandhi said:] 1 would say one word since you
have done me the honmour of recalling the trial of
_the late T.okamanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak, 1 just
want to say that I consider it to be the proudest privi-
foge and honour to be associated with his name. So-
 far as the sentence itself is concerned T certainly con-
sider that it is as light as any judge would inflict on me
and so far as the whole proceedings are concerned I
must say that I could not have expected greater
courtesys

MESSAGE TO THE COUNTRY,

[After sentence- and” before he left the court
Mr. Gandhi asked the General Secreiary of the Oongress
who was near him to convey to the cowndry the Sfollowing
message:]

“Y am delighted that heavenly peace reigned
supreme throughout the country during the last six days.
1f it continues to the end of the chapter, it is bound to

be brief and illuminating.’’
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JAIL LIFE IN INDIA.

L UL ML

THE MEANING OF THE IMPRISONMENTS, *

[We have in the early part of the book given Mr. Gandhi's
jail ‘experiences in South Africa. From time to time in the
columns of Young India Mr. Gandhi referred to the treatment of
prisoners in Indian jails and as non-co-operators sought imprisens
ment in their bundreds in the closing week of 1921, Mr Gandhi
had occasion to refer agnin and again to jail discipline and the
| way that non-co-operators should conduct themselves within the
prison walls. The following articles and notes were wrilten for
the guidance of his followers and much interest centres on
the essay on the “Model Prisoner' in view of the fact that M.
Gandhi himself is undecgoing his prison experience in India
. It was characteristic of Mr, Gandhi too that when Devadas his
. youngest son and Mr. C. Rajagopalachari visited him in the
Erravada jail he told them that his prison life should not be raade
the subject of discussion in the press, Having courted imprison:
ment he would not complain of the treatment, but quietly and
cheerfully bear the sufferings in the true spirit of the Satyagrahi,
It was in this spirit too that he wrote to his friend Mr. Andrews
that his ideal of 2 prison life was to be completely cut off from _
the world during the period of incarceration.)

' _ HUNGER STRIKE.

I cannot sufficiently warn non-co-operation prisoners
against the danger of hastily embarking upon hungsr
 strikes in their prisons. It cannot be justified as a
means for removing irksome gaol restrictions, For a
gaol is nothing if it does not impose upon us restrictions
which we will not submit to in ordinary life. A hunger
strike would be justified when inhumanity is practised,
food issued which offends one’s religions sense or which

L ® Young India, Nov. 8, 1921. %




ig unfit _f_or human consumplions It would be rejé,cted
when it is offered in an insulting manver. In other
words it should be rejected when acceptance would
prove us to be slaves of hunger. -

| WHY SUFFER. ,

‘Let there be no mistake about the meaning of these
imprisonients. They are not courted with the abject
of embarrassing the Government, though as a matter of
fact they do. They are conrted for the sake of dis-
cipline and suffering. They are courted because
we consider it ‘to be wrong to be free under &
Government we hold to be wholly bad. No stone
should ' be left unturned by  us to make  the
Government realise that we are in no way amenable
to its control And mo Government has yet tolerated
suchopen defiance however respectful it may be. It
might safely therefore be said that if we are yet outside
the prison walls, the cause lies as much with us as
with the Government. We are moving cautiously in
but corporate capacity, We are still voluntarily
obeying many of its laws. ‘There was, for instance
nothing to prevent me from disregarding the Madras
Government's order - and courting  arrest, ' but I
avoided it. There is nothing to prevent me save my
prudence or weakness from going without permission
into the barracks ‘and being arrested for trespass, I
certainly believe the ‘barracks ' to be the nation’s
prdpexty and not of a Government which 1 no longer
tecognise as representative of the people. Thus there
is an apparent inconsistency between the statement on
the one hand that itis painful to remain outside the
the prison walls under a bad Government and this
deliberate avoidance on the other hand of "arrest upon

JAIL LIFE IN INDIA
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gmunds ‘which are not strictly toral but largely |
expedient, | We thus avoid imprisonment, because

- first we thmk that the nation iy not ready  for complete

civil revolt, secondly we think that the atmosphere
of voluntary obedience and non:-violence has not been
hrmly ‘established, and thirdly we have not done auy

-c:onstructwe corporate work to' inspire self-confidence.
- We therefore refrain from offering civil dis,obedu:nce
amounting to peaceful rebellion, but court imprisonment
merely in the ordinary pursuit of our programme and
in defence of complete freedom of opinion and action
short of revolt. . : -

Thus it is clear that our remaining outside the
gaols of a bad govetnment has to be justified upon very

exceptional grounds, and that our Swarajis attained

when we are in gaol or when we have bent the Govern-
ment t6 our will.  Whether therefore the Government
feel embarrassed or happy over our . incarceration, the
only safe and honpurable place for us is the prison.
And if this position be accepted, it follows that w hen
imprisonment comes to us in the ordinary discharge of
our duty, we must feel happy because we feel stronger,
because we pay the price of due preformance of duty.
And if exhibition of real strength is the best propaganda,
we must believe that, every imprisonment qtre.ndthens
the people and thus brings Swaraj nearer.

' BOMETHING S8TRIXKING.

| But friends whisper into my ears, we must do
something striking when the prince comes. Certainly.

not for the sake of impressing him, certainly not for the

-Sikf@-df! demonstration. But I would use the occasion
of ‘his imposed visit for stimulating us into greater
activitye : That would constitute the most glorious
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_ impression upon the Prince and the world, because
‘we would have made an impression upon ourselves,
The shortest way to Swaraj lies through  self-
impression, self-expression and  self-reliance,  both
corporate and individual. Iwould certainly love the
idea of filling the gaols before the Prince arrives,
but I see no way to it except after very vigorous
Swadeshi, There is great progress undoubtedly in
that direction, but there is ot = revolutionary  or
lightning speed, Arithmetical progression will not

_ answer, geometrical progression is absolutely necessary.
. It is not ¢énough for us to be washed by the Swadeshi
spirit, we must be flooded with it. Then thousands of us
involuntarily, asif by a common impulse, will march
forward to civil disobedience. To-day we are obliged
very rightly to measure eyery step for want of confidence,
Indeed I do not even feel sure that thousands of us are
ready to suffer imprisonment, or that we have so far
understood the message of non-v mlence as never to be

ruffled or goaded into violence.
A REST CURE.

And prisons have lost their terror for the people.
Hard!y a non-co-operator save in one or two cases has
y betrayed the slightest hesitation to go to gaol. On the
contrary the majority have regarded itas a rest cure.
Given an atmosphere of non-violence, — a prime
necessity,-disappearance of fear of gaol and greater
activity by reasons of imprisonments, and we have
an ideal state for the establishment of Swaraj.
THE LOGICAL RESULT.
The logical result of all this reasoning is that we
must quickly organise ourselves for courting arrests
wholesale, and that not rudely, roughly or blusteringly,
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certa nly never violently, et peacefuily qumtl i
cuurtqma!y, humbly, prayerfally, and. courageouslys

By the end of December every worker must find

" himself in gaol unless he is specially required in the
interest of the struggle not to make the attempt, Let
it be temembered, that in eivil disobedience we
 precipitate arrasts and therefore may keep few aut‘;ide

the attempt
‘REQUISITE CONDITIONS

Those only can take up civil disobedience, who
‘believe in willing obedience even to irksome laws imipo-
‘sed by the state so long as they do not hurt their
‘conscience or religion, and are prepared equally will-
ingly to suffer the penalty of civil disobedience. Dis:
obedience to be civil has to be absolutely non-violent.
The anderlying principle being the winning over of
the opponent by suffering, ie,, love. :

e

. WORK IN GAOLS.*

 An esteemed friend asked me whether now that the
Government have provided an opportunity for hundreds:
to find themselves imprisoned and as thousands are
responding, will it not be better for the prisoners to
- refuse to do any work in the gaols at all? I awn afraid
that suggestion comes from a misapprehension of the
moral position, We are not out to abolish gaols as an
institution, Even under Swaraj we would have our
gaols. Qur civil disobedience therefore must not be
carried beyond the point of breaking the unmoral laws
of the cnuntry. Breach of the laws to be civil assumes

" Young India, Dec. 15, 1021
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the strictest and willing obedience to the gaol discipline

because disohedience of a particular ‘rule assumes a

willing acceptance of the sanction provided for its
breach, And immediately a person quarrels both with

the rule and the sanction for its breach, he ceases to be.

civil and lends himself to the precipitation of chaos and

anarchy, A civil resister is, if one may be permitted
~such a claim for him, a philanthropist and a friend of
the state. 'An aparchist is an enemy of the state and is
therefore a misanthrope, 1 have permitted myself to
use the langnage of war because the so called constitu-
tional method has become so utterly ineffective, But
1- hold the opinion firmly that civil disobedience is the
purest type of constitutional agitation, Of course it
becomes degrading and despicable if its civil, fa.,
non-violent character is a mere camoutlage. If the
honesty of non-violence be admitted, there is no warrant
for ‘condemnation eéven of the fiercest disobedience
because of the likelihood of its leading to violence.. No
big or swift movement can be carried on without bold
risks and life will not be worth living if it is not
attended with large risks. "Does not  the history of the
 world show that there would have been no Romance in
life if there had been no risks? It i8 the clearést proof
of a degenerate almosphere that ope finds respectable
people, leaders of society raising their hands . in horror
and indignation at the slightest approach of danger or
upon an outbreak of any violent commotion. We do
want to drive out the beast in man, but we do not want
on that account to emasculate him, And in the process
of finding his own status, the beast in him is.bound now
and again to put up his ugly appearance. As I have
often stated in these pages what strikes me down is ot

JAIL LIFE IN INDIA
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~ the sight of 'b}oo.d under every conceivable circumstance.
It is b.lczod.'-spi"lt-:by the non-co-operator or his supporters
in breach of his declared pledge. which paralyses me’
as 1 know it ought to pqra!yse every homst non Co*
operator. g ; - i
Therefore to revert to the original argument, as
civil resisters we are bound to guard against universal
indiscipline. Gaol discipline must be submitted to until
- gaol Government itsalf becomes or is felt to be corrupt
and immoral, But deprivation of comfort, Hnposition
of restriction and such other inconveniences do not
make gaol Government corrapt. It becomes that
when . prisoners  are  humiliated cor treated = with
inhumanity as when they are kept in filthy dens
or are given food umfit for human consumption.
Indeed, I hope that the conduct of non-co-opera-
tors in the gaol will be strictly correct, dignified and
yet  submissive, We must not regard gaolers and
warders as our enemies but as fellow human beings not
utterly devoid of the human touck. Our gentlemanly
behaviour is bound to disarm all suspicion or bitterness,
I know that this path of discipline on the ore hand and
tierce defiance on the other is a very difficult path, but
there is no royal road to Swaraj, The courtry has
deliberately chosen the narrow and the straight path;,
Like a straight line it is the shortest distance. But
even as you require a steady and experienced hand to
draw a straight line, so are steadiness of discipline and *
firmness of purpose absolutely necessary if we are to
walk along the chosen path with an unerrriug stepe
I am painfully conscious of the fact that it is not
going to be a bed of roses for any of the civil resisters.
And my head reels and the heart throbs when I recall
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tha lwes ot Mohlal Nebru and B R Das . in theu

. palatial rooms surrounded by numerons m!!mg
attendants and by every cornfort and convenience that
money can buy and when I think of what is in stove for

. them inside the cold unattractive prison walls  where
they will have to listen to tha clanking of the prisoner’s
“<hains in the place of the sweet music of their drawmg
rooms. But I steel my heart with the thought that it is
the sacrifice of just such heroes that will wusher in
' ‘Swaraj. The noblest of South Africans, Canadians
Englishmen, Frenchmen, Germans have had to undergo
much greater sacrifices than we have mapped out for
ourselves, : '

A MODEL PRISONI*R ¥

Should  unon-co- operators shout Bande Mataram
ms:de jail against jail discipline which may  excite
-ordinary prisoners to vieolence, should nonco-operators
go on hunger strike for the improvement of food or other
conveniences, should they strike work inside jails on
harial daysand other days? Are non-co-operators entitled
ta break rules of jail discipline unless they affect their
conscience ? Such is the text of a telegram I received
from a non-co operator friend in Calecutta. From another
part of India when a friend, again a non-co- -operator,
heard of the indiscipline of non-co- operator prisoners,
he asked me to write on the necessity of observing jail

* discipline. As against this 1 know prisoners who are
scrupulously observing in a becoming spirit all the
discipline imposed upon them.

It is necessary, when thousands are going to jail
to understand exactly the position a DOn-CO- operator

*Young India, Dec. 39, 1991,
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pisonet can tak’e up consistent!y with his pledge of

~non-violence,  Non.co-operation when its limitations

are not recognised, becomes a licence instead of being

4 duty and therefore becomes a crime. The dividing

line between right and wrong is often so thin as to
become indistinguishable. But it is a line that is
breakable and unmistakable, iy e

What is then the differsnce belween those who

find themselves in jails for being in the right and
‘those who are there for being in. the wrong ? Both

wear often the same dress, eat the same food and are

subject outwardly to the same discipline, But whilst the

latter submit to discipline most unwillingly and would
commiit a breach of it secretly, and even openly if they

“could, the former will willingly and to the best of their

ability conform to the jail dsciplineg and prove worthier .
and more serviceable to their causs than when they are

outside. We have observed that the most distinguished

among the prisoners are of greater service inside the jails
than outside. The coefhicient of service is raised to the
extent of the strictness with wh ch jail discipline is
obsérved. ' | ' :

Let 1t be remembered that we are not ‘seeking to
destroy jails as such. I fear that we shall have to
maintain jails even under Swaraj. It will go hard with.
us, if we let the real criminals understand that they
will be set free or be very much better treated when

‘Swaraj is established. Even in reformatories by which

I would like o replace every jail under Swaraj discipline
will be exacted. Therefore we really retard the advent

of Swaraj if we encourage indiscipline. Indeed the swift

programme  of Swaraj has- been conceived on the
Sﬂppﬂﬁition that we being a cultured people are capable
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<. of evolving high discipline  within a short  time.
: . Indeed whilst on the one hand civil disobedience
« authorises disobedience of nnjust laws or un moral laws
of a state which one seeks to overthrow, it req-[;ires
meek and willing submission to the penalty of dis-
obedience and therefore cheerful acceptance of tha Jail
discipline and its attendant hardships,
It is now therefore clear that a civil ‘resister’s
resistance ceases and his obedience as resumed as soon
‘as he is under confinement. In confinement he claims no
privileges because of the civility of his disobedience.
Inside the jail by his exemplary conduct he reforms
even the crimitals surrounding him, he softens the
hearts of jailors and others in authority., Such meek
behaviour springing from strength and knowledge
ultimately dissolves the tyranny of the tyrant, 1t is for
this reason that 1 claim that voluntary suffering is the
quickest and the best remedy for the removal of abuses

and injostices.
Tt is now maunifest that shouts of Bands Mataram

ot any other in breach of jail discipline are unlawful
for a non-co-operator to indulge in, It is equally un-
lawful for him to commit a stealthy breach of jail
regulations. A non-co-operator will do nothing to
demoralise his fellow prisoners, The only occasion
when he can openly disohey jail regulations or hunget-
strike i3 when an attempt is made to humiliate him or
when the warders themselves break, as they often do,
the rules for the comfort of prisoners or when food that
is unfit for human consumption is issued as it often iss
A case for civil disobedience also arises when there is
interference with any obligatory religious practice,

PRINTED A_T THE INDIA PRINTING WORKS, MADRAS,



Miscellaneous

A CONFESSION OF FAITH

) '[T_ha following is an extract from o letter addressed
by Mr. Gandhi to ¢ friend in Inda in 1909 ]

(1) There is no impassable barrier between Hastand

West, |
' (2) There ia no such thiog as Western or European

pivilization, but there ia a modern oivilization which i

purely material.

() The peopls of Haropo, hefore they were touchad
by modern sivilization, bad much in common with the
< people of the Tast ; anyhow the people of India, and even
to-day Huropeaue who are nob tonohed by modern
oivilization, are far better able to mix with Indians than
the offspring of that civilization.

(4) Itis not the British people who ate ruling {ndin,
bub it ig modern oivilization, through it railwaye, telo.
graph, telephone, and almost avery invention which has
besn claimed to be a trinmph of sivilization. .

(5) Bombay, Caloutta, and the other chiel cities of
India ava the real plague spotss

(6) If British role were replaced to-morrow by
Tndian rule based on roodern methods, India would be no

bether, exnept that gha would be able then to retain some

of the money that is drained away t0 England ; bud then
India would only become a gacond or ffth nasion of

Europs or Ameriea,
49
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' (7) Bast and West oan only really meet whan the
_Waah has thrown overboard niodern civilization, almost
in its andireby. They aan also seammgly meeat when Hasgh
has aleo adopted modern mvlltmhmn, buh that maetiog
would be an armed truce, oven ag it ia batweon, say,
Glormany and Bagland, bash of which nations are living
in she Hall of Daath inorder ao a.vold hemg devourad the
one by the other, : KT

(8) It is simply impertivence for any man or auny body
of men to bsgin or to vontemplate reforea of tha whole
‘world. To attempt to do so by means ot highly arbifinial
and speedy locotnotion, is 8o atternpt the imposaible.

: () Taorease of maberial comlorts, i5 may be gener-:
_ally laid down, does not in aby Way whabso_ev'ex_"' -_o'b_n_duce
to moral growth, A

(10) Madiesal scienca ia the aonoenbrated easenaa a!

Binck magie, Quackery is infinitely praferable to what
passes for high medieal skill.

(11) Hospitals are the ingfruments 5ha.b the DdVll
" has been using for his own purpose, in order ta keap his

hold on his kingdom. They parpatuste vice, misery and
‘degradation and real slavery. I was antirely off the brack
whoen I sonsidered that 1 should receive & madical brain-
ing, It would be sinful for me in any way whahsoaver to
take part in tha abomsinalions shat go on in the hospitals.
‘Tf thore were no hospitals for veuereal diseases, or oven
for sonsumpiives, we should have less nonaumpticn, and
less sexusl vigs amongal us. -

. (12) India’s salvation oonsiste in nnlearmng whab
sbe hug learnt duriog the paab fifty yesra. Tne railwaye,
_telographs, hospitals, lawyers, dootors, and such like have

“all to,go, and the so-called upper olagses have to loarn o
live consoiously *and religiously and dehbarately thea

i
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x‘\lmﬁl/e peasant llfe, knowing lt tio be a lifa gwing ttma':' ]
bappiness, 1 i

(18) Iadia ahould Wwear Do manhlne made olohhmg', ik
whether it cowes out of Haropoan mills or Indian willay

; (14) Engiand oan help India to do this and then
wha will have justifiod her hold on India. There seems
to be many in Tlogland to-day who think lizewise.

- {15) There wag frue wisdom in the aages of old

. ‘baviog g6 ragulated society ag to limib the maberial condi-
gion of the people: the rude plough of perhaps fivae
thousand yeusrs ago is she plough of the husbandman tos
day. Therein lies aalvation. People live long under such

-sonditions, in gomparative peace miuch greater than

Burppa hag enjoyed after haviog taken wup modern

aotivity, and I feel that every enlightened man, certainly

every Hoglishman, raay, if ha chooges, learn this truth
snd acb acoording o ib. ALy ;
T4 ig the brua apirit of passive resistance thet hag
brought me to the above almost definite conolusicna. As
% passive resisbor, I am wpooncernad whether suech a
gigantic reformation, shall I sall it, can be brought about
among paople who fiad their gatisfaction from the preaeud

‘mad rugh, If I realize the truth of ib, I shonid rejoioe

An {ollowing ib, and thevafora I could wob wait unéil thae

whole body of people had commenced. All of us who

‘think likewiss have bo taks the necessary step, and the

weut, it we ara in the right, must fallow. The thaory is

there: our practics will have to approach it as much ag
possible. Living in the midst of the rushy wo may nokibe
abla fo shake ourselyes free frem_ all taint. Hyerytime

I get into & railway car or uss & motor-bus, I know

that I am doiog violence to my sensa of whab is right, I

o nobi faar the logiaal result on thab basie. The visitiog of



