
England is bad, sod any eonamunsoaiidn between Souths 
Africa and India by means of ocean-grey-hounds 
ia also bad end so on. You and I can, and nasy outgrow- 
these things in oar present' bodies, but the chief thing is 
to pat oar theory right. You will be seeing there all aorta 
and oondifisong of men. I, therefore, feel that f should no 
longer withhold from you what i call the progressive- 
step I have taken mentally* If you agree with me, then 
it will bo your duty to tell the revolutionaries and every
body else that the freedom they want, or they tbink- 
they want, is not to be obtained by killing peopla or 
doing violence, hat by setting sheawelves right and by 
beooming aud remaining truly Indian Than the British 
rulers will ha servants and out masters, They will bs 
trustees, and not tyrants, and they will live in jparfaos 
peace with the whole of the inhabitants of India. The- 
future, therefore, lies not with the British race, bub with 
the Indians febenoselveB, and if ahoy bava sufficient self- 
abnegation and abstemiousness, they can make them
selves free this very moment, and when we have arrived 
in India at the simplicity which is still ours largely and 
which was ours entirely until a few years ago. it will still 
he possible for the bast Indiana and the bast Europeans 
to sea one another throughout the length and breadth of 
India and act as the leaven, When there was oo rapid 
locomotion, teaobars and preachers went on foot, from one 
and of the country to the other, braving all dangers, . notr 
for recruiting their health (though all that followed from 
their tramps), bat for the sake of humanity. Then ware 
Bsnares and other piaeaa of pilgrimage the holy cities, 
whereas to-aay they are an abomination.

You will recollect you used to rats me for talking to 
my children in Gujarati, I now feel more and more coa~

' MISGKLLAifSGCTfl '5 | j
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Vibced lb ah I was absolutely right in refusing to talk to 
i-hern in English, Eanoy a Gujarati writing to another 
Gujarati in English, which, as you would properly ?ay, 
lie tnigpronftunoee, and wrifcaai ungrammatically. I should 
oerbainls’ caver commit the ludicrous blunders in writing 
Gujarati that I do in writing or speaking English, I 
think that when T speak in English to an Indian ora 
foreigner, I in a measure unlearn the language. 1/ I 
want to learn it well, and if f  want to attune ray oar to 
it, I oan only 5 o  so by talking to an Englishman and by 
listening to an Englishman speaking,

PASSIVE RESISTERS IN THE TOLSTOY BARM

[W ritin g  to a  fr ien d  fro m  the T olstoy  F a r m , where 
h e  w as living w ith  a  num ber o f  p a ss iv e  m i s  t e n '  fa m ilies '
Air. G andhi sa ys touch ing m an u al labour :—3

I prepare the bread that is required on the farm.
The general opinion about it is that it is well made, 
Manilal and a few other > have learnt how to prepare it.
We put in no yeast and no baking powder, We grind 
■our own wheat, Wa have just prepared some mar
malade from the oranges grown on the farm. I 
bav>3 also learnt how to prepare ooromel coffee.
It oars ha given as a baver&ga even to babies, The 
passive misters on the farm have given up the 
use of tea and coffee, and taken to corouoel coffee pre
pared on the farm. It is made from wheat which is first 
fcaksd in a certain way and then ground, We intend to 
sail our surplus production of the above throe, articles to 
the public later on. Just ft| present, we are working as 
labourers on the construction work that is going on on
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the farm, and have oot time to produce mote of fchfc 
articles above- mentioned khan w6 need fat ourselves, ■

THE RATIONALE OF SUFFERING

[Mr, Gand'/n has explained the philosophy of Passive 
jResistance ciTfol the need for suffering in the following 
terms:— )

The one view ia why one should go to jail and Share 
submit himself to all personal restraints, a place whci 
he would have to dress himself in the coarse and ugly 
prison garb of a felon and to live upon non-nutritions' and 
semi-starvation diet, where he ia sometimes kicked about 
by jail officials, and made to do every kind of work 
whether be liked it or not, where he has to cany out the 
behests of a warder who ia no better than hia household 
servant,, where he is -not allowed to receive the vieita of 
bis friends and relatives and ia prohibited' from writing 
bo them, where he ia denied almost the base teecessit ên 
of life and ia sometimes obliged to sleep in the same bell 
that is occupied by actual thieves and robbers, The 
question is why one should undergo such fcrinas and 
sufferings Better is death than life under such condi
tions Far better to pay up the fine than to be tb»y 
incarcerated. May God spare bin creatures from such 
sufferings in jail. Such thoughts make^one xeally * 
coward, and being in constant dread of a jail kffi. deter 
him from undertaking to perform services In the iciereafes- 
©l his country which aright otherwise prove ve?i’ , 
valuable,

The other view is that it would be the height of one & 
good fortune to bo in Jail In the interests and good name.

j



of one’s country and religion. There, Share is very lM|M9 
of that misery which ha bee usually to undargo in daily 
life, Thera, ha has to carry oat the orders of one warder 
only, whereas in daily life ha is obliged to carry oat the 
behests of a great many more: Xu the jail, be has no
anxiety to earn his daily broad and to prepare his meals 
The Government sees to all that. It also looks after his 
health for which he has to pay nothing, He gets enough 
works to exercise hie body. He ia freed from all his vicious 
habits- His sou! ia thus free, He has plenty of time 
at his disposal to pray to God, His body is restrained, 
but not his son!, He learns to be more regular in his. 
habits, Those who keep his body in restraint, look 
after it. Taking this view of jail life, he faals himself 
quits a free being. If any misfortune comes to him or 
any wicked warder happens to use any violence toward® 
him, he learns to appreciate and exercise patience, and 
is pleased to have an opportunity of keeping control over 
himself, Those who think this way are sura to be con
vinced that even jail life can be attended'with blessings,
It solely rests with individuals and their mental attitude 
to make it 000 of blessing or otherwise,: I trust, how
ever, that the readers of this my second experience of 
life in the Transvaal jail will be convinced that the real 
road to ultimate happiness lies in going to jail and under
going sufferings and privations there in the interest of 
one's country and religion.

Placed in a similar position for refusing his poll-tax, 
the American dbixan, Tboreau, expressed similar thoughts 
in 1849, Seeing the walls of tbs coll in which he was 
confined, made of solid et^ne two or three feet thick, and 
the door of wood and iron a foot thick, he said to him
self thus ,*—
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" I aaw that, if there was a wall of stone between ana stud 
my tcwnsmeo, there was a still more diffiotilb one to climb or "break 
through before they eould get to be as free as I  was, 1 did not 
iflfll foe a moment confined, and the walls seemed a great waste of 
stone and mortar, I felt atf if I alone of all my townsmen had 
paid my tax, They plainly did not know bow to treat mo, but 
oafaaved like persona Who are Underbred, In every threat and in 
every compliment there was a blunder ; for they thought that m,y 
chief desire was to stand the other side of the stona-wall, i could 
hat but smile to sea how industriously they locked the door cm 
my meditations, which followed them out again without let or 
hmdranoe, and they were nearly all that was dangerous. Aa they 
could not reach me, shay had resolved to punish my body i Just as 
boys if they cannot come to some person igainst whom they have 
a spite, will abuse hia dog. I saw that the State waa half-witted, 
that it was timid aa a lone woman with her silver epoonfl, and 
that it did not know its friends from its foes, and I lose all my 
remaining reepeat for it and pitied it,”

THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF PASSIVE 
RESISTANCE

[Mr, Gandhi contributed the following paper to the 
Golden Number of the " Indian Opinion" in 1914 :— j

I shall he at leasfe far away from Pboanix if nob acta- 
ally in the Motherland, when bhia commemoration jggua 
is published, I would, however, leave behind me my 
innermost thoughts upon that which has made this 
special issue nooeeaary, Without passive resistance 
fehere would have been no richly illustrated and important 
special issue of Indian Opinion which has, for the last 
eievan years, in unpretentious and humble manner, 
endeavoured bo servo ray countryman and South Africa, 
a period causing the most critical stage that they will, 
perhaps, eyer have to pass through. It marks the rise 
and growth of passive rosisbanoa which has attracted 
world-wide attention,



(([ w  „ Q t
Si, PRACTICE OF PASSIVE RESIST A NOB 77? DJL

The term does not fit tbo activity of the Indian 
community during the past sight years. Its equivaleo^n 
the vernacular, rendered into English, means truth-foroe.
I think Tolstoy called it also Soul-.Force or love~i'or«&1 
and so it ip, Carried out to its utmost line..‘is, this force 
■;s independent of pecuniary or ofeer material assistance ; 
certainly, eyan ia its .eteiOMintary form, of physioal force 
Or Viokafepe. Indeed, violanoa is the negation of this 
great spiritual loroe, which can only ba ouluivatsd or 
wielded by those who will entirely eschew violence. It 
is a force that may be used by individuals as well as by 
communities, it may be used as well in political aa in 
domestic affairs. Its universal applicability is a demons
tration of ita peiDoanauee and invincibility, It can ba 
used alike by men, woman and children, It ia totally 
untrue to say that it is a force to be used only by the 
weak eo long as they are not capable of maetiag violent; 
oy violence, This superstition arises from the in* 
completeness of the English expression. It is impossible 
for those who consider themselves to be weak to apply 
this force. Ooiy those who realise that there is some
thing in man which ia superior to the brute nature in 
him, and that the latter always jicida to it, can 
effectively be passive resisted. Thin force is to violence 
aud, therefore, to all tyranny, all injustice, what light ia 
to darkness,. In politics, its usa ia based upon the immu
table maxim that government of the people is possible 
only so long as they consent either consciously or 
aaopneeiously to be governed, We did not want to be 
governed by the Asiatic Act of 1907 of the Tfansvaai 
and it had to go before this mighty force. Two courses 
were open to us— to use violence when we were called 
Upon to submit-Ip the Act, or to suffer the penalties
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prescribed under she Aoi, and tebuts feo draw oat and 
exhibit tba force of the soul within us for a period long 
enough So appeal to she uympatbetio chord in the 
guv'. r̂cova cr the law-makers; We have taken long to 
achieve whal fra sab about striving for, That was 
because our passive rea&fcanee was nob of the most 
nr. tap hue type, AH passive i a-us fa to So nob understand 
the full value of the force, nor have we man who arrays 
from conviritian refrain from violence. The use of this 
force requires the adoption of poverty, in the manse that 
wa must ba indifferent whether we have the wherewithal 
bo feed or clothe ouiselves. During the past struggle, all 
Passive Reaiaters, if any at all, wore not prepared to go 
that length.. Soma again were only passive reaiajtars,. 
so-aalled. They aama without any conviction, often with 
mixed motives, less often with impure motives. Some even, 
whilst engaged in thl struggle, would gladly hsvaresorted 
to violence but for most vigilant supervision, Thus it 
waa that the struggle beoama prolonged ; for the exercise- 
of the puresb soul-force, in its perfect form, brings about 
instantaneous relief. For this exercise, prolonged tram- 
iog of the individual soul is an absolute necessity, ao 
Ihati a parfact passive raaistar has bo be almost, if not 
entirely, & perfect man. We oaunob all suddenly become 
such mem, but, if my proposition is correct—as I know it 
to be correct,—the greater the spirit of passive resistance 
in us, the batter men we will become, Its use, therefore, 
is, I think, indisputable, and it is a force which, if it 
became universal, would revolutionise social ideals and do 
away with despotisms and the ever-growing militarism 
under wfaioh the nations of the West arc groaning arid 
arc being almost crushed to death,— that militarism 
which promises to overwhelm even the nations of tbs
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East, l i t h e  past struggle has produced even f- few 
Indians who would dedlo*?,fee themselveS fio the task of 
becoming passive misters as nearly perfect as possible* 
they would nob only have served thamaelves in the truest 
sense of the berm, they would also have served humanity 
at large. Thus viewed, passive resistanoe is the noblest 
and the bast adulation. If) should come, not after the 
ordinary education in letters of children, but it should 
precede it, lb will not be denied that a child, before it 
begins bo write its alphabet and to gain worldly know
ledge, should know what the sou! is, what truth is wbafc 
lore is, what powers are latent in the soul, It should be 
an essentia! of real education that a child should learn 
that, in the struggle of life, it can easily conquer hate by 
love, untruth by truth, violence by aelf-suffering. It wa«> 
because I felt the forces of this truth, that, during the 
later part of the struggle, I endeavoured, as couch aa I 
could, to train the children at Tolstoy Farm and then at 
Phoenix along these lines, and qm  of the reasons for nay 
departure to India is abiSI further to realise, as T already 
do In part, my own imperfection as a Passive Resistor, 
and then to try to perfect myself, for I believe that It f© 
tn India that the nearest approach to perfection is most 
possible,

ON SOUL FORCE AND INDIAN POLITICS 
[The following is a translation of the original in 

Gujarati published during the agitation against the 
internment of Mrs, Besant and her two colleagues in June, 
1917;— ]

The English expression ‘ Passive Resistance ’ hardly 
denotes the force about which I propose to write, But 
Ssfcyagraba, i, e,, Truth-force, correctly conveys tha



" le a n in g .  Truth-faree fa aioul-fom, and h  the opposite 
of the foi-oe of arnoa, The former Is a purely religious 
instrument: 163 aonsolplJS use is, therefore, possible only 
■io ana religiously inoUoad. Prahlad, Mtrabai and others 
ware Pasaiva Rjsigbera (in the sense in which fcha expras- 
aioo is bare aged), At the time of the Maroaaau War, 
thg Fran oh guns ware playing upon tha Arabs of 
Maroooo- Toe latter bsliovad that they were fighting 
for thair religion, They defied death sod with ‘Allah1' 
on their, lips rushed iota the canncm’s mouth, Thara 
wee no room left hare for them to deal death, The 
French gunners daolined to work their gana against these 
Arabs, Taey threw up their hats in the air, rushed 
forward and with shouts of ehaer embraced these brave 
Arabs. This is an illustration of *'Passiva Resistance ” 
and its victory. The Arabs were not consoiousiy vPas- 
aive Resistors,'' They prepared to face death in a fit of 
frspsy, The spirit of love was absent in. them, V 
“P-tssiva Risister” has no spirit of envy in him, It ie 
nob- Anger that bids him court Death. Bat it is by 
reason of bif ability to suffer that he refuses to surren
der to the so-ealkd enemy or the tyrant. Thus a " Paa- 
$)?• Resistor ” has need to have courage, forgiveness 
and love, Imam Hussain and hie little band refused to 
yield to what to them appeared to ba an unjust order, 
Tory knew at fcho time that D ;aih alane would be tbelr 
lot. Iff they yielded to it, they felt that their manhood 
and their religion would be in jeopardy. They, therefore, 
welcomed the embrace of Death* Imam Hussain pre
ferred the slaughter in his arms of his son and pophaw, 
for him and them bo suffer from thirst, rather than sub
mit.to what'to him appeared to be an unjust order, It 

■■-is my belief that the rise of Islam has been due not to
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4b a a word, but So the aelf-immolation alone of the 
Fakaara of Islam, Thors ia lifcbia to boast of io tbo- 
ablliby to wield the sword. Whan the striker bads out 
bis mistake, ha understands the amfalnaaa of his ant 
which now baeomaa! murder and has to repant of his 
folly, Wheraaa ha who oourta death even though he 
might have dona so in error, for him it is still a victory*. 
‘Passive Essiatanoa! Is the Kaligion of Ahirnea, It is, 
therefore, everywhere and always a duty and is desirable, 
Violanoa is Himsa and has been discarded in all religions. 
Bvao the devotees of methods of violanoa impose elabo
rate restrictions upon tbair use. * Passive .Resistances 
admits of no suoh limits. Jg ia limited only by the 
tnsafSflieoay of the Passive Eeaister’s strength to- 
suffer.

No one else but a '* Passive Raaiater’7 can answer tba- 
qaeatioo whether big1' Passive Kea-iafcanee" is lawful or 
other wise. The public can only judge after the “  Passive 
Register’ ' has began bis work, He oaooot ba deterred by 
publio dispteaaare. His operations are not founded upou 
Arithmetioal Formulas. He may ba considered a clever 
politician or a thoughtful man who oommeuoas bia ao-oaii- 
ad Passive Ra&iatauoa only after having weighed ohanoes 
of success and failure. But he is by no means a “ Passive 
Kjaisfcer,” The former aaba because be must.

Both Soul-force aod force of Arms are from time* 
immamorial Both have received tkair due mead of praise 
io She aoaepbed religious literature. They raspeotively re* 
prtsaanb Foroee of Good and Evil. The Indian belief is- 
that there was iu this laud a time when the for«ea of 
Good ware predominant, That abate still remains our- 
idaal, Buropa furnishes a forcible illustration of predo
minance of tho Force® of Evil.



Bath it of these is pref'erable to rank cowardice. Nei
ther Swaraj nor an awakening amoug.ua is'possible with
out resort to oaa or the other. '‘ Swaraj” is no Swaraj 
which ia gained without Action. Such Swaraj coaid make 
so impression on the people. No Awakening is possible 
with out) the people at large realising their power. In 
.spite of protestations by leaders and efforts by the Govern* 
inant, if they and we do not give " Passive Resistance” 
due predominance, methods of violence will automatically 
gain strength. They are like weeds ; they grow anyhow 
in any soil. For a cultivation of " Passive Resistance’ ' 
endeavour and courage form she neaesaary manure ;. and 
sks weeds, if they are not rooted out, overwhelm a crop, 
even so will violence grow like weeds, if the ground is not 
kept clean by seU-saori&oe for the growth of " Passive 
Resistance" and violence that may have already token root 
be not dealt with by loving hands. By the method of 
" Passive Resistance” we oan wean from the error of their 
ways the you this who have become impatient of and an
gered by what to them appears fco. be fcha Governmental 
Zoolum, and we can strengthen the forces of good by en
listing in favour of "Passive Resistance'' their heroism, 
■their courage and their power of endurance.

Therefore, the sooner the apirifc of 11 Passive Resist' 
anoe1’ pervades the atmosphere, the better it is. It will 
bless both the Raj and the Raiyafe., A Passive Resister 
never wants So embarrass a Government or anybody else. 
He does not act thoughtlessly, ha is never insolent. He 
therefore shuns boycott, but takas the Swadeshi vow as a 
pact of his religion and never wavers in practising it. 
Fearing God alone, he is afraid of no other power, Fear 
of kings can never make him forsake the .path of
duty. ■ *■* 1 - -  ■ ■ ......... *■
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view of the foregoing, it is hardly neoesaary for me
to  say thafc ifc is onr duty to maka use of *‘ Pa;.iHive Resist- 
anca" in order to prooura the release of Mrs. Bee a nit and 
hor comrades. It! is beside the point whether one approves 
r:f all or any of her ap% I certainly disapprove of some 
of her aafes. Bat io my humble opinion, the Government 
havegrievously erred in interning theta, and it is an act 
of.injustice, I know that the Government think other
wise. It is possible that the public are in error in desir*
",|»g their release. The Government have acted upon their 
leliaf* How are fcha public fco make an effective demcn- 

rafcion of their wounded feelings ? Petitions and the like 
) a remedy for endurable grievances, For the unendur- 

■ / ‘Passive Resistance” alone is the remedy. Only those 
consider the wrong 60 bo unendurable will, when the 
og possesses fehern, dedicate themselves body and soul 
<a release of Mrs. Basacfe. Saeh self-surrender is fcha 

effeativa demonstration of a people’s desire, And 
, oiore it the mightiest power must bend, Bach is my . 
unalterable faith in the efficacy of soul-force. People 
■may restrain fcha supreme demonstration in view of 
Mr. Montagu’s impending visit. Such seif-imposed 
restraint will be a token of their aenae of justice and 
fcbair faith in fcha Government. Bub, if the interned are 
not released before his arrival, it will be our duty to taka 
up the maiehless force I have endeavoured to describe,
Ise use will be a true measure for fcha Government cf 
fcha pain fait by us; our intention oanoot be bo irritate or 
hacrasB fcham ; in my opinion, adoption of Safeyagr&ha 
will be a Samoa to fcha Government,

------- ---r4$r.Ẑ
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BIGHTS AND DUTIES OF LABOUR

[In response to the invitation o f tke Madras Central 
Labour Hoard during his visit to Madras in 1920, Mr, 
Gandhi addressed a monster meeting of the labourers at 
the Beach opposite the High Court on the question of the- 
" Bights and Duties of Labour”  Mr. B. P, Wadia 
presided on the occasion,. Mr. .Gandhi said :— J.

Mr. Chairman and Friends,— lb gives mu vary gras 
pleasure to renew your acquaintance a fjtaoad time, 
think I bold you last year, whan I had the privilege. 
ftddf.ea.aing soma of you* that I considered thyself a fa? 
labou«« like you. Perhaps you are labourers ar .. 
choioe bub by soma compulsion. Bab I anbr 
8 a oh a high regard for labour. I entertain ' 
respect for tbs dignity of labour that I have bbtu 

' lo my lot with the labourers and for many, many years 
now I have lived in their midst like them labouring with 
my hands and with my feat. In labouring with your 
bodies you are simply following the la?/ of your being, 
and feher̂ i is nob the slightest reason far you to feel dis
satisfied with your Sot. Oa the contrary, I would ask 
you to regard yoursolyas as trustees for the nation for 
■which you are labouring. A nation may do without its* 
millionaires and without its capitalists, but a nation 
can never do without its labour. But there is one 
fundamental diafcmoiion between your labour and my 
labour. You are labouring for soma one else. Bab I 
consider that I am labouring for myself. Then I  am my 
own master, And in a natural abate we should all had 
ourselves oar own masters. But auoh a state of things*



cannot be fa sober? in $ day. It therefore becomes a very 
eerious question for you to consider bow you air® to con- 
duct yourselves 83 labourers serving others, Just as 
there ig no shame In being a labourer for one's* self, so 
also is there no shanci® in labouring for others,

But 16 becomes necessary to find oafe the true 
relationship between. master and servant. What are your 
duties and what are your rights ? Id is simple to under* 
stand that your right is to receive higher wages for yo«r 
labour, And 16 is equally simple to know that your duty 

s to work to the best of your ability for the wages you 
■ sim  And it is my universal experience that as a rule 

■>our discharges its obligations more effectively and 
r> nonsoienHouslf than the master who has correspond* 
obligations towards the labourers. It therefore 
mas necessary for labour to find out how far labour 
mposs ite will on the masters, If we find that we 

j, sot adequately paid or housed, how are we to reoaive 
enough wages, and good accommodation ? Who is so 
determine the standard of wages and the standard of 
comfort required by the labourers. The beat way* no 
lienbt, ie that you labourers understand your own rights, 
understand the method of enforcing your rights ami enforce 
them. But for that you require a little previous training— 
education. You have been brought to a central point 
from the various paths of frba country and find yoursslvaS 
congregated together, But you find that you are nob 
gestiag enough, you fsra not properly housed, I therefore 
venture Jo suggest to Mr. Wadi* and those who 
are loading you and advising you fcbab their first 
business is to guide you not by giving you a know
ledge of letter a but of human affairs and human relations,
l tnake thss suggestion refpeotfnliy and in all humility

50
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l^lretianse my survey of labour in India is so far as I have 
been able So undertake it and my long experience of con
ditions of labour in South Africa lead ;aao So the. conoiu- 
gjoE that in a large majority of eases leaders consider that 
they have to give labour -tha knowledge of the 3 K 's. 
That undoubtedly is a necessity of the case, But it is So be 
preceded by a proper knowledge of your own rights and 
the way of enforoing thorn, And in eonduotieg many & 
strike I have found that it is possible to give this 
fundamental education to the labourers within a few days.

A a i that brings me to the subject of strikes. Striker 
are now in the air to-day throughout the world and 
the slightest pretest labour goes in for strikes. My o\ 
experience of the last six months is that many efr 
have done harm to labour rather than goad. I 
studied no far as I can the strikes in Bombay, a e, 
at Tata Iron Works, and the Delegated strike of 
railway labourers in the Punjab. There was a failure 
ait these-strikes, Labour was not able to make good its 
points to the fullest extant 'What was the reason ? 
Labour was badly led, I want you to distinguish between 
two classes of leaders You have leaders derived from 
yourselves and they are in their turn arlviasd and lad by 
those who are not themselves labourers, but who are in 
sympathy or expected bo be in sympathy with labour. 
Unless ihera is perfect correspondence between these 
three, there is bound be ha a failure. In all these four 
strikes that perfect correspondence; was lack jog. There is 
another substantial reason which I discovered. Labourers 
look to peoftoiary support from bhair unions for their 
maintenance, Ho labour can prolong a strike indefinitely 
so Song as labour depends on the resources of its unions 
#nd no Strike oan absolutely succeed which aiftout ha
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indofm Italy prolonged. In all tha strikes that I have 
jsvar conducted I have laid down one indispensable rule 
that labourers must find their own support. And 
therein Has the secret of success and therein oonsi&k 
your education. You should be able So perceive thafi, 
if you are able to serve one master and command a 
particular wage, your labour must be worthy and fit bo 
receive that wage any where else Strikers therefore cannot 
aspect to he idlers and succeed, Your attempts must be 
just. And there should ba no pressure exerted upon those 
whom you call “ black lege.”  Any force of this kind 
exerted against your own fellow labourers is bound to 
: eaot upon yourselves. And I think your advisers will 
tell you that these three conditions being fulfilled no 
strike need fail. But they at once demonstrate to you 
the necessity of thinking a hundred times before under™ 
taking a strike. So much for your rights and the method 
of enforcing them. But as labour becomes organised 
strikes must be few and far between. Aud as your 
mental and collective development progresses, you will 
find that the principle of arbitration replaces the principle 
of strikes and tha time has now arrived when we should 
'reach this state.

I would now venture to say a few words in eonoeo- 
tion wish your national responsibility. Just as you 
have to understand obligations amongst ourselves with 
reference to your own masters, so also is it necessary to 
understand your obligations to the nation to which you- 
belong. Then your primary education io complete, Xf 
you sufficiently realise the dignity of labour; you will 
realise that you have a duty to discharge by your 
.country, You must therefore find out tha affaire of 
your country in the beet manner you oaa. You mus&

>5? '“Sx ■ ; •' ; v'j "■ , .
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■fiud'ouft without bavioig to wait for a cart load of books 
Who are your Governors and what are your relations 
with them ? What they do so you and what you oast 
do So them ? In my humble opinion, it) is not possible for 
you to live your religion fully, until you undertake to 
understand these things and my task this afternoon is 
finished if I have stimulated your desire after a know
ledge of the affairs of your noun try. And [ hope you 
will not rest contented until you have found out through 
your advisers and leaders the true affairs of this country, 
T wish you all the prosperity that you may desire and I 
hope that you will discharge yourselves M  good oltiaaas 
of this country (loud applause),

THE DOCTRINE OF THE SWORD*

.iii this age of the tula of bruta force, it is almost 
impossible for anyone to behave that; anyone aise could 
possibly reject fchalaw of the final supremacy of brute 
foroa. And so 1 receive anonymous letters advising no® 
that s must not interfere with the progress of uon-ao-’ 
operation even though popular violeaoe may break out, 
Others coma to ms and assuming secretly I must 
be pic using vtol&fiOe inquire when the happy moment 
for declaring open violence is to arrive. They assure mo 
that the English will never yield to anything but violence 
secret or open, Yet others, I am informed, believe that 
.1 am the most rascally person living in India' because I 
never give out my real intention and that they have not 
a shadow of doubt that I believe in violence just as much 
&a moat people do.

* from Young India, August XI, 19SG.
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Such being fib© hold that! tha doctrine of the sword 
’'has on the majority of mankind, and as guaoesa of non- 
co-operation depends principally on the absence of 
violence daring its pemleaoy and aa my views in this 
matter affect the conduct of a large number of people, I 
am anxious to state them as clearly as possible.

.1 do believe that, where there is only a oboioe be
tween cowardice and violanoe, I  would advise violence.
This whan my eldest son asked me what he should have 
done, had ha been present when I was almost fatally 
assaulted in 1908, whether ha should have run away 
and'*seen me killed or whether he should have used bis 
physical force which ha could and wanted to use? and 
defended me, I told him that it was fais duty to defend 
me even by using violence. Hence it was that I took 
part in the Boer War, the so-called Zulu rebellion and 
the late War. Hence also do X advocate training in 
arms for these who believe in the method of violence,
I would rather have India resort to arms in order to 
defend her honour than that she should in a cowardly 
manner become or remain a helpless witness to her own 
dit honour.

Bub I believe that non violence is infinitely supe
rior to violence, forgiveness adorns a soldier, Bat 
abstinence is forgiveness only when there is the power 
to paniBh ; it is meaningless whan it pretends to pro
ceed from a helpless oraature, A mouse hardly forgives 
a cat when it allows itself to be torn to pieces by her,
I  therefore appreciate the sentiment of fehoBe who cry 
out for the oondign punishment of General Dyer and hie 
ilk, They would bear him to pieces if they could- But 
1  do not believe India to be helpless, I do nob believe
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myself to be a helpless oraatura. Only I waul to us© 
lodir/s and my strength for a bettor purpose.

Let me nob be misunderstood, Strength does not 
ooimb from physical capacity. It cornea from an indo
mitable will. An average Zulu is anyway more $»»» a 
match for an average EogHshman in bodily capacity.. 
Bat he flees from an English boy, because he fears the 
boy "a revolver or those who will us© it for him. He 
fears death and is nerveless in spit?? of bis burly 
figure. We in India, may lb a moment realise that one 
hundred thousand English men need not frighten, three 
hundred million human beings. A definite forgiveness 
Would therefore mean a definite recognition of our 
strength. With enlightened forgiveness must coma- 
mighty wave of strength in us, which would make it 
impossible for a Dyer and a Frank Johnson to heap 
affront upon India’s devoted head. It matters liijtie to 
mo that for the moment I do not drive ray point home. 
"We feel too downtrodden not to be angry and revenge
ful. But i must not refrain from saying that India can 
gain more by waiving the right of punishment. We 
have better work to dot a batter mission to deliver to 
the world,

I am not a visionary. I alaim to bs a practical 
idealist. The religion of non-violence is not meant 
merely for the Eisbis and saints. It is meant for the 
common people as well. Non-violence is the law of our 
speoias as violenca is the law of the brut©. Toe spirit 
lias dormant in the bruts and ha knows no law but that 
of physical might. The dignity of man requires obedi
ence to a higher law — to the strength of the spirit.

I have therefore ventured to place before India the 
anoient law of self-sacrifice. For Saly&grah and its off-
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shoots, non-oo-oparabien and civil resistance, are nothing 
hut aew names for the law of suffering. The Biabiij, 
who discovered the law of non-violence in the midst of 
violence, wore greater geniuses than Newton, Thor 
were themselves greater warriors than Wellington 
Having themselves known the use of arms, they realised 
their uselessness and taught » weary world that its 
salvation lay not through violence but through non* 
violence,

Non-violanoe in its dynamic condition means ooa* 
scions suffering* It does not mean meek submission to 
the will of tba evil-doer, but it means the putting of One's 
whole soul against the will of the tyrant, Working 
under this law of our being, it is possible for a single 
individual to defy the whole might of an unjust empire 
So save hie honour, bis religion, his soul and Say the 
foundation for that empire's fall or its regenarabiott*

And so I am not pleading for India bo practise non* 
violence because it is weak* I vsanb her bo practise 
non-violence being conscious of her strength and power.
No training in arms is required for the realisation of ha* 
strength, We seem to need it haoBiiee we seem to think 
that we arc bus a lamp of flesh, I went India to 
recog nlee that she has a soul that cannot perish and 
febab can rise triumphant above every physical weakness 
and defy she physical combination of a whole world,
What is the meaning of Rama, a mere human being, 
with his host of monkeys, pitting binusslf against the 
insolent strength of ben-headed Raven surrounded in 
supposed safety by the raging waters on all sides of 
Lanka? Does ib not mean the conquest of physical 
might by spiritual strength? However. beiDg a praotial 
man, I do nob wait till India recognises the practioabi-



Hfcy of the spiritual life in she political world, India 
considers herself to be powerless and paralysed before 
the machine-guns, the tanka and the aeroplanes of the 
English And aha takes up non-co-operaticm out of her 
weakness. It maat Stitt serve the same purpose., namely, 
bring her delivery from the orushing weight of British 
injustice if a sufficient number of people practise it,

I isolate this non-no-operation from Sinn Felniem, 
for, it is ao conceived aa to ba incapable of being offered 
side by side .with violence. Bob I invite even the 
school of violence bo give this peaceful non-co-operation 
a trial’ lb will not fail through its inherent weakness.
It may fail because of poverty of response. Then will 
ba the time for real danger, Toe high-souled men, who 
are unable bo suffer national humiliation any longer, 
will want to vent their wrath. They will Sake to 
violence Bo far as I kcow they meet perish without 
delivering themselves or their country from the wrong.
If India takes up the doctrine of the sword, she may 
gain momentary victory. Then India will cease to he 
the pride of my heart. I am wedded to India because I 
owe my all to her. I believe absolutely that she baa a 
mission for the world, She is not to copy Europe 
blindly. India's acceptance of the doctrine of the sword 
will be the hour of my trial, I hope 1 shall not he 
found wanting. My religion has no geographical limits.
If I have a living faith in it, it will transcend my lava 
for India herself. My life is dedicated to service of India 
through the religion of non-violonaa whioh I believe to 
be the root of Hinduism.

Meanwhile I urge those who distrust me, not to 
disturb the avan working of the struggle that has just 
comm uoed by inciting to violenoe in the belief that I
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wants violence. I detest soor-ioy aa a sin.. Lab shea*, 
give non-violent oon-eo-operation a trial and they will 
find that I bad no nans a! reservation whatsoever,

THE GUJARAT NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

[The following is an English version of Mr. Gandhi's 
address on the occasion of the inauguration of the Guzerat 
National University;—•}

F have been responsible (or many important daeda 
during my life-time, I have regretted for soma while I 
have been proud of others. But T can say without tba 
leagt exaggeration that the work in hand this moment 
can ba oompared with none, I bake this to be the most 
important not because the country is going to rains, as 
30039 afty. along that path, but I feel myself unequal to 
the task. This is not what courtesy makes me speak 
but it is what my conscience tolls me. I would not have 
made this preface had I known that this comes simply as 
an educational problem. It is not merely to impart learn
ing that this institution is started but it is also meant to 
enable students to solve the bread problem. That makes 
me outer into comparisons. I feel reeling as it were 
whan I begin comparing ibis institution with the Cfuzarat 
College and other Colleges. To me this appears great, 
though some of you may differ. Bricks and mortar may 
be playing an important part in your comparisons and I 
acknowledge the superiority of the Guzerat College in 
these respects. AU along the way I have been thinking 
of something which can enable me to make you set aside
these standards of judgment, I have nob been able to

\
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find that (something out and banco I find myself in strips, 
wherein I had never before fallen knowingly or unknow
ingly. I shall not be able to aonviaoo yon of things tbaj 
I feet. How can I convince yon that this work is great 
notwithstanding the deficiencies lying therein ? But I 
have that faith and can only wish that God foster suob 
faith in you,

PftIN CiPAM H IP

Not an inch of the land is ours, everything belongs to 
the Government, even our body. It is doubtful whether 
we are masters of our owo souk, In ditch a tragic 
state how earn wa wait for good building and learned men?
I would gladly offer the prfnoipalihip iso a man, who 
though a oaau of little parts can oonvinoe me that we have, 
lost our souls and our country, its valour and splendour. I 
do not know whether you would auoepfa him as such, And 
so Mr. Gidwaui is hare. He is a oaac with high soademia 
qualifications and bright University degrees. Bat these 
have not dazzled me. I would like you to change your 
standards of judgments and make ch a rter  the fast ia 
your new valuations.

But hare wa have a holy plana and that is brought 
about by coming together of good men from Maharashtra. 
Sind and Guzerafc.

Steeling Character

1 would first request the ladies and gentlemen pre- 
sent here to bless the movement and wish it success not 
by mare wards hut by deed, hy sanding their sons and 
daughters to the institution, India has ever helped snob 
institutions financially, progress is never stayed on 
account of laok of financial support. But Ido hUieyethats 
it is stayed for laok of men, teachers and organisers.

'■ ■ ■ " V '-f V-1': V -v/v.'V ; '
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If) ia only a bad workman that quarrels with hit.
Bools and the truest) is bo who gives the best with 
wh&t) ha has, I would tell the principal and the 
prof6S,;or8 that only one principle needs guide them 
here, They are to fcsaeh lessons of freedom not by 
their scholarship but by their sterling character 
They are to meat the warring devilish forces of the 
Government with shah divine peaceful forces. We have- 
to nurse the seed of freedom into a full-grown tree of 
Swaraj. May God justify my faith in you ! I know that 
1 have not the scholarship which is expected in a Oban” 
ceilor of a University. But I have my faith which has 
moved me to accept it. I am prepared to live and die 
for Shis work; and I accept this high office only became 
I know that the same feelings actuate you.

Duty of Parents

Now I turn to the atudeots. 1 eonsider it a sin to 
blame them, because they are one mirror in which the 
present situation is so faithfully reflected, They are 
simple things and easy to read. If they lack in virtue 
the fault is not theirs, hut it is that of the parents, 
teachers and the king How do I find fault with the 
king? “ Yatba-praja Tatha Baja ”  (as are the subjects, 
so is the king) is equally true as Yatha Raja Tat ha 
Praia ”  (aa is the king so are the subjects) for a king is 
a king so long ns-his authority is respected, People are- 
at fault and their drawbacks are mirrored in tbe students* | 
and hence we must try to reform parents, teache s and | 
kings, Every home is a university and the parents are 
the teachers. The parents in India have at present fore* *• 
gone this sacred duty. We have not been abic to estimate 
foreign culture at its proper value. How can we expect 
India 60 rise with that borrowed culture ?
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We inaugurate ibis University not as an educational 
iDstituiiioa but as a national one, , We inaugurate it to 
luoutoata character and courage in students ; and our 
fitness for Swaraj will be rated by this our auooeas.

St u d e n ts  1 B b spo n siu il it ib s

This is not the trim® for words but for deads, and I 
have called upon you bo' contribute your quota bo the 
national sacrifice, Now .1 address myself to the students.
I do uot regard bbam as mere students exempt from any 
responsibility. I regard tha students who have joined 
ibis institution as examples to others and hence fulfilling 
the conditions of teachers to some extent. The Maba- 
vidyalaya is founded on them; without) them it would 
have been an impossibility- They share its responsibility 
and unless they realise bblff, all the efforts of the 
teachers- will nob bear fruits expected of them, They 
are to fully realise when they have left their colleges and 
joined this. May God pour into them the strength fco 
discharge their duties during this grim struggle, however 
long it- lasts,

Birthplace  of " N. G, 0 ."
This strength of conviction and not the strength in 

number would make this institution a success and au 
ideal to the rest ol India, It shali be so not beoause of 
the wealth oi Guzarab or its learning butt because it is the 
birthplace of Non-Oo-operation, The ground was first 
prepared in Guzarat and the seed sown. It is Gnzerafe 
that has suffered the birth-pangs and it is Guzerab that 
has reared up the movement, It is not vauiby that 
speaks in me, I do not; mean to say thab I am the 
author of all this, I have simply been a Riahi, a Seer, 
if a Banialika myself can be one, I have simply given

. ..  ■ ■  ■ ■ /  j ; _____
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(iho Idea and it is worked out by ray colleagues. Their 
faith ia of a superior type. I have seen 16 by experience 
as directly as I sea the trees opposes ttiab India is to 
risa by non» violent Non-Oo-operafeion, and even the gods 
cannot convince me otherwise. But my oolffaguas have 
realised this by imagination, by reasoning, by faith. 
Individual experience is nob tha only factor in an action,
Faith and imagination do play their part.

My colleagues have grounded the weapon, and its 
effect cannot be fully realised at this moment as it will 
be six months hotsoo. Bub its corporate symbol is this 
Mahavidyalaya, The chancellor, the teachers anti the 
students form tbs component parks of the symbol, I am 
ati autumnal leaf on the tree that might fall off at any 
moment, the teaohars are the >oucg sprouts that would 
last longer bub fall off at fehair proper time but yon, the 
students, are the branches that would pub forth new 
leaves bo replace the old ones, I request the students to 
have the same faith in teachers as they have in mo.
But if you find them lack in vitality, I would ask you to 
burn them in your fire of righteousness. Suoh is my 
prayer to God and that is my blessing to the students.

In conclusion, X pray to God and I wish you tc join 
me in the prayer that this Mahavidyalaya help ua to 
win the freedom that would turn not only this country 
but the world into a heaven,

Xâ6 ' GcX\
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| Mr, Gandhi, in opening the Tibbi College at Delhi, 

in the mond week of February, 1921, mid s—}

In or das to avoid any mfoinfcerpretaiiQn of my views 

on medicine, I would orava your indulgence for a few 

momenta over a vary brief expos! Ion of them, I  have 

said in a book th a t  *a much criticised a t fcho present 

moment that the present pracfcioe of medicine is the 

concentrated essence of black magic. I  believe that a 

multipiiaiby of hospitals is no tes t  of civilisation. Ibis 

ra th e r  a symptom of decay even as a multiplicity of 

.JPinjrapoles is a symptom of the indifference to the welfare 

of their cattle by the people in whose midst they are 

brought into being, I hope, therefore, that this College 

will be concerned ohlefly with the  prevention of diseases 

ra th e r  than their cure. The eoianoa of sanitation is 

infinitely more ennobling, though more difficult of 

execution, than the smeuce of healings I  regard the 

present system as black msrgio baoauaa it tempts people 

to pu t an undue importance on the body and practically 

ignores the spirit within, I would urge the students and 

professors of the College to investigate the laws governing 

the health of the Bpirit and they will find th at they will 

yield startling results even with reference to the cure of 

the body, The present science of medicine is divorced 

from religion, No man who attends to faia daily Namaj 
or his Qayatri in the proper spirit need gat ill. A clean 

spirit must build a oieaobody, I  ana convinced that the 

main rules of religions conduct conserve both the spirit 

and tdia body. Let me hope and pray that this College

' v v ‘ ■■■



will witness ft definite atirempi on the part of tbs physi

cians to bring about a reunion between the body and the 

soul, Modern medioal acioDoe having ignored the condi

tion of fcha permanent element in the human system in 

diagnosing diseases has ignored the limitation that should 

naturally exist regarding the field of its activity, In trying 

to cure a body o£ its disease it has totally disregarded the 

oiaiins of sub-human creation. Man instead of being lord 

and therefore protector of She lower animal kingdom, 

has become its tyrant and the science of medicine 

baa been probably bis obief instruments for tyranny. 

Vivisection in toy opinion is the blackest of ail the black
est crimes that man is at present committing against 

Crod and l l is  fair creation, Wo should he able to refuse 

to Hva if the price of living be the torture of sentient 

beings. It all becomes ua to invoke the blessing* in our 

daily prayers of God, the Compassionate, if we in turn 

will not practice elementary compassion towards our 

i How-oreutores, Would to God that this College found

ed by one of the beet of Indian physicians will bear in 

mind the limitations that God, in my humble opinion, 

hae set upon our activity. Having said this maob I  

would like to pay my humble tribute to the spirit of 

research that fires the modern scientist. My quarrel is 

not against that spirit, my complaint is against the 

d'reotion that the spirit has taken, i t  has chiefly con

cerned staolf with the exploration of law and mashods 

aoodnoing to the merely material advancement of its 

clientele. B at I have nothing but praise for the xeal, 

industry and sacrifice th at have animated the modern 

aoientist? in their pursuit after truth, I  regret to have 

to record my opinion baaed on ooaaiderabb experience 

thai our Halims and Vaida do aot exhibit that spirit in

i , ' 1 INDIAN MEDIGiNB
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any meabioaabla degree,—they follow without question 
formulas, they carry on little investigation. The con
dition of indigenous medicine is truly deplorable, Not 
having kepi abreast of modern research their profession 
has {alien largely into disrepute, 1 am hoping that this 
College will try to remedy this grave defeat and restore 
Ayurvedic and Unanl medioal eoience to its pristine 
glory. I am glad, therefore, that this institution has its 
western wing. Is it too much to hops that a union of 
fthe three systems will result in a harmonious blending 
and b  purging aaob of its special defects, Lastly, I 
shail hope this College will set its face absolutely against 
all quackery, Western or Eastern, refueeto recognise any 
but sterling worth and that it will incubate among the 
students the belief that the profession of medicine is not 
intended for earning feae but for alleviating pain and 
suffering. With the prayer that God may blase the 
labours of its founder ana organisers, I formally declare 
the Tibbi College open,

HINDUSTANI AND ENGLISH*

I have ventured to advise every student to devote 
this year of our ferial to the manufacture of yarn and 
learning Hindustani, 1 am thankful to the Calcutta 
students that they have taken kindly to the suggestion. 
Bengal and Madras are the two provinces that are out 
off from the test cf India for want of a knowledge 
of Hindustani on their part, Bengal, because of its 
pxeiudioe against learning any other language of India,

* From Young India, February, 1921.
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adras, baeatsae of the difficulty of the Dravidis-os 
about picking tip Hindustani. An average Bengali can 
raally learn Hindustan! in two months if ha. gave it 
three hours per day and a DravtdUn in m  months ab 
the fft.ap rate,, Neither a Bengali nor a Dr&vidiao oan 
hope to Hobifive the fame result! with English in the Banoe 
time, A knowledge of English opens up interopurse only 
with comparatively few English-knowing Indians* 
whereas a passable knowledge of Hindustani enables ua 
to hold intercourse with the largest number of onr 
country mep, 1 do hope the Bengalis and the Dravidi&os 
will some to the next Congress with a workable 
knowledge of Hindustani. 0ur' greats assembly cannot 
ba a real object lesson to the. masses miiess it 8p®Rke to 
them in a larguego which the largest number can under 
stand. I appreciate the difficulty with tbe Dravidiana, 
tut nothing is difficult! before their industrious lovo for 
tbe Motherland.

The Place  op English  
Alongside of my suggestion about Hindustani has 

been the advice that th e . stadefiba should, during the 
transition period from inferiority to equality— from 
foreign domination to Swaraj, from helplessness to self* 
help— suspend their study of English, If we wish to 
attain Swaraj before the next Congress, we must believe 
in ',be possibility, we must do all that were capable of 
doing for its advance:catnf, and one must do nothing that 
would not advance it or would actually retard it, Now 
adding, to our knowledge cf English cannot aenelerata 
our progress towards our goal and it oan coneeivabiy - 
retard it. The latter calamity is a reality in many 
cases, for there are many who believe that we cannot 
at quire the spirit of freedom without the music of the 
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English words ringing in bur ears and sounding through 

our Sips. This h an infatuation. If it were the tru th i 
Swaraj would bo as distant as the Greek Kalends, 

Boffiafo ta a language of international commerce, it is 

the language of diplomacy, and it contains many a rich 

literary treasure, it gives a s m  introduction to Western 

thought and culture. For a 'few of us, therefore, a 

knowledge of English is necessary. They oan carry on 

the departments of national commerce and international 

diplomacy, and for giving to the nation the best of 

Western literature, thought and science. That would ba 

the legitimate uaa of Eoglisb, Whereas to-day English 

has usurped the dearest plaoe in our hearts and dethroned 

our mother-tongues. It is an unnatural place due to 
our unequal relations with Englishmen. The highest 

development of the Indian mind must be possible without 

a knowledge of English, It  is doing violence to the 

manhood and specially bha womanhood of India to 

encourage our boys and girls So think that an entry into 

tha best society is impossible without a knowledge of 

English. I t  is too humiliating & thought to be bearable.

To got rid of the infatuation for English is one of tha 

essentials of Swaraj.

SOCIAL BOYCOTT*

Non-Co operation being a movement of purification 

is bringing to the surface ail our weaknesses as also 

excesses of even our gtsrong points, Social boycott is an 

age-old institution. It  ie coeval with casta. I t  ia the

* From Yottng India, February, 1931,
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twtible saookion, exercised with great etfeob. It  ta 

baaed upon the notion shat ft community is not; bound to 

extend its hospitality or service to an ex*oornnoamoabect, It 

answered whan every village w as2a self-contained unit) 

and ihe oeoasionfi of ra-oaioitranoy were rare. Bat when 

Opinion is divided, as it is to-day, on the merits of Non* 

Co-operation, when its new application, is having a fcriaVi 

a summary use of social boycott in order iso bend a 

minority to the will of the mojoriby is a spaoieaof impar„ 

■ dou&hle violence If persisted in, such boycott is bound 

to destroy the movement. Soaial boycott is applicable 

and affective when it ie not felt as a punishm ent and 

aoocspted by the object of boycott aa a measure of disci

pline. Moreover, social boycott to be admissible in & 

campaign of non-violence must never savour of inbu« 

manity. I t  m ust be civilised, Its m ust cause pain to the 

party using it, if it causes moonvaniemia bo its object. 

Tuns, depriving a man of the services of *  medisaj mao, 

as ia reported to have been dono in Jh. a si, is ats aat of 

inhumanity tantam ount in the moral code to an attem pt 

bo murder. I sea no difference in murdering a m an awl 

withdrawing ousdioal aid from a man who ss on toa point 

of dying. Even the laws of war, I  apprehend, require 

the giving of medical relief to bha-enemy in need o? it. Xo 

deprive a man of the use of an only village-well is 

notice feo bino to quit that village. Sorely, Non-Go-opera

tors have acquired no right to use that extrema pressure 

■ against those who do not sea aye to eye1 with them, I m 

patience and intolerance will surely fed! this great religious 

movement, We may not make people pure by compul

sion. Much lass may we compel them by violence to 
respect our opinion* I t  is utterly  against the spirit of 

the democracy we want to cultivate.
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■ Them are no doubt serious •dlffiaultiea in our way.. 
The temptation to resort So sown,! boycotts is irresistible 
when a defendant, who submit to private arbitration, 
refuses to abide by its award. Yet it is easy to em that 
the applioaoioo of Booiai boycott sg more than likely to 
arrest the splendid movement to eaible disputes by arbi
tration which, apart from it® a so m weapon in She 
armoury of Non-Co-operation, is a movement fraught 
with great good to the country, People will taka time 
before they aoeommodafee themselves to private arbitra
tion Its vary simplicity and inexpensivenees will repel 
tunny people even as plated jaded by »piay foods are 
repelled by simple combinations. Ail awards will not 
always be above suspicion, Wa must therefore rely upon 
the intrinsic merits of the movement rod the correctness 
of awards to make itself felt,

It is much to ba desired if we can bring about a 
complete voluntary boycott of law courts, That one event 
ban, bring Swaraj, But it _ was never expected that we 
would reach aooppletion in any single ifcera of Non-Go* 
operation. Public opinion has been so far developed as to 
recognise the Oourta as signs not at our liberty , but of our 
slavery. It baa made it practically impossible for lawyers 
to practise their profession and be called popular 
leaders.

Non-Odtoperation has greatly demolished the prestige 
of Law Courts and to that extent, of the Government, 
The disintegrating process is slowly but surely going on, 
.Its velocity will suffer diminution if violent methods are 
adopted to hasten it, This government of ours is armed 
to fcha teeth to meat and check forces of violence, It 
possesses nothing to check the mighty forces of non
violence, How can a handful of Englishmen resist a
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voluntary expression of opinion accompanied by the 
voluntary self-denial of thirty orores of people ?

1 hope, therefore, that Hod-Co-operation worker a 
will beware of the snares of social boycott. Bat libs 
alternative to social boycott! is certainly not social 
intercourse. A man who defies strong, clear public 
opinion on a vital matter is nob entitled to social amenities 
and privileges. Wa may not bake part in bis social 
fUDCtiooH snob as marriage feasts, wa may nob receive 
gifts from him. Bab we dare nob deny social service.
The Utter is a duty, Attaod&aoe at dinner parties and 
the like is a privilege which it is optional to withhold or 
extend. Bub if) would he wisdom to err on the right aide 
and to exercise the weapon even in the limited sense 
desorihed by me on rare and well-deSned occasions. And 
in every c%3a the user of the weapon will use it at hie 
own risk The use of in is not as yet in any form a duty.
Ho one is entitled bo its use if there ia any danger of 
hurting the movement.

“ NEITHER A SAINT NOR A POLITICIAN * ’ ’

A kind friend has sent me the following nutting 
from the April number of the " East and West —

* Mr, Gandhi has the reputation of a saint but it 
seems that the politician in him often dominates his 
decisions. Ha has been making great use of hartals and 
there oau be do gainsaying that under his direction haria 
is becoming a powerful political weapon for uniting the 
educated and the uneducated on a single question of tko

* Prom Young India,
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?3&y. Tha h a rta l is qoi without its disadvantages. It is 
teaching direct action, and direct action however potent 
does not work for unity, la Mr, Gandhi quite sure that 
he ass serving the highest behests of a h i?m a , harmlessness.? 
His propos'd to oommeooorate tha shootings at ,} alii an- 
wala Bagh is not likely to promote ooneofd. tb is a 
tragic incident into which our Government was betrayed; 
hut is the memory of its biUnucss worth retaining ? 
Gan we not commemorate the event by raising a temple oi 
peace, to help the widows and orphans, to bless the souls 
of those who died without knowing why ? Tha world is 
full of politicians and pettifoggers who, in the name of 
patriotism, poison the inner sweetness of man and, as a 
result, we havh wars and feuds and snob shameless slaugh
ter as turned Jaliianwaia Bagh into a shamble. 8baU 
we not now try for a larger symbiosis snob m  Buddha 
and Christ preached and bring the world no breathe and 
prosper together? Mr. Gandhi seemed destined to ba 

■ the apostle of such a movement, but circumstances are 
forcing him to seek the way of raising iesisbftnoes and 
group unities, He may yet Sake up bjas larger mission of
uniting the world.’ 1

l have given the whole of tie  quotation, As a 
rule I do not notice oriticism of rba or my methods 
except when thereby I  acknowledge a mistake or enforce 
still further the principles criticised I have a double 
reason for noticing the extract, For, not only do I hope 
further to elucidate the principles 1 hold dear, but I want 
to show my regard for the author of tha criticism whom 
I know and whom I have admired for many years for 
tha singular beauty of his character, Tha critic regrets 
to sec in nets a politician, whereas ha expected ms to ba a 
aaint, Now I think that tbe word ''saint" should bo
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tilled out of present life. It is too eaared a word to bo 

lightly applied to anybody, much leas to one like myself 

who claims only to be a bumble searcher after truth, 

knows his limitations, makes mistakes, never hesitates to 

admit them when he makes them and frankly aonfassea 

that he, like a scientist, is making experiments about 

some of the eternal ‘varifcies' of life, but cannot evau 

claim to be a scientist because ha can show no tangible 

proof of scientific accuracy in his methods or such 

tangible results of his experiments as modern science 

demands. But though by disclaiming sainthood X 
disappoint the critic's expectations, I would have him 

give up his regrets by answering him that tha politi

cian in me has never dominated a single decision 

of mine, and if I seem to take part in politics, it is 

only because polities encircle us to-day like the coil of a 

snake from which one cannot get out, no matter how 

much or.e tries, I wish therefore to wrestle with the 

snake, as I have bean doing with more or leas success 

consciously since 1894, unconsciously, as I  have now 

discovered, ever since reaching years of discretion, Quito 

selfishly, aa I wish to live in peace in the midst of & 

bellowing storm bowling round me, I have been experi

menting with myself and friends by introducing religion 

into politics, Let mo explain what I mean by religion.

It Is not the Hindu religion which I certainly prize above 
all other religions, but the religion which transcends 
Hinduism, which changes one’s very nature, which binds 
ono indissolubly to tba truth within and which never 
purifies. It is the permanent element in human nature 
which counts no cost too great in order to find expras 
sioa and which leaves the soul utterly restless until 
it has found itself, known its Maker and appreciate
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ed the liras correspondence between the Maker and
line If.

it  was in that religious spirit ids at I catae upon 
hartal. I wanted to show that it is nob a knowledge of 
letters that would give India consaiousnasa of herselfj or 
that would find the educated isogather. The hartal 
Illuminated the whole of India as if by magio on the 6th 
of April, 1919. And bad is nob been for the inter motion 
of the lOish of April brought about by Satan whispering 
fsar into the ears of a government conscious of its own 
wrong and inditing to anger a people that Were prepared 
for st by utter distrust of the Government), India would 
have risen to an unimaginable height. The hartal had 
not only boen taken up by the great masses of peopla in 
a truly religious spirit hut it was intended to ben prelude 
to a series of direct actions.

Bat my critic depldres direct action, For, be says,
“ it does not) work for unity.” I join issue with birrs 
Never has anything been dons on this earth without 
direct action. I rejected the word “ passive resistance,”  
because of its insufficiency and its being interrupted as 
a weapon of the weak. It was direct action in South 
Africa which bold and bold so affectively that it converted 
General Smuts to sanity, Ha was in 1906 dio most 
relentless opponent of Indian aspirations. In 1914 bo 
took pride in doing tardy justice by removing from th f 
Statute Book of the Union a disgraceful measure which, 
in 1909 be bad told Lord Moriey, would be newer remov
ed, for ha then said South Africa would never tolerate 
repeal of a measure which was twice passed by tbs 
Transvaal Legislature, But what is more, direct action 
sustained for eight years left behind it not only no bitter 
ness, but the vary Indiana who put up aaoh a stubborn



gainst General %nut? ranged themselves.' rotind 
bis banner in I1H5 and fought under him in East Africa,
I?) wae dlreofs aoAion ;?vCJh*mparfco which removed an »ga« 
long grievance. A meek submission when one is ohafiog 
under a disability or a grievance whiob one would gladly 
sen removed* not only does no!) make for unity, but makes 
the* weak party add, --ogry and prepares him for am 
opportunity bo explode, By allying myself with the 
weak party, by teaching him direct, firm, hot harmless 
aotioD, I make him faal strong and capable of defying 

Abe physical might), He feels braced for tsbe struggle 
regains confidence in himself, and knowing that the 
remedy lies with him self • ceases to harbour the spirit of 
revenge and yearns to be satisfied with a redress of the 
wrong he is seeking to remedy

I ft is working along the same lino that I have 
ventured to suggest a memorial about Jailianwak Bagb,
The writer in Wait and West has ascribed to me a 
proposal which has never onoa crossed my mind, He 
thinks that I want " to commemorate the shooting at 
Jalliaawala Bagh,” Nothing can be further from my 
thought than to perpetuate the memory of a black dead,
I daresay that, before we have come to cur own, we 
shall have a repetition of the tragedy and I will prepare 
the nation for it by treasuring the memory of the innocent 
dead. The widows and the orphans have been and are 
being helped but we cannot "bless the souls of those who 
died without knowing why, ’ if we will not acquire the 
ground which has bean hollowed by innocent blood and 
there erect a suitable memorial for them, It is not to 
serve, if I oan help it, as a reminder of foul deed but it 
shall serve as an encouragement to the nation that it ta 
better to die helpless and unarmed and as victims

NBITHKR A SAINT NCR A POLITICIAN 809\C |



rnfiber ihan as tyrants, I would have the future genera* 
tiiona remember that wo who witnessed the innocent 
dying did not ungratefully refuse bo cherish their memory. 
Ae Mr$, Jionab truly remarked when aha gave her mite 
bo the fund, the memorial would at leapt give us tm 
8XCUS8 for living, After all it will be the apirib in which 
the memorial is erected that will decide its character

What was the larger " symbiosis ” that Buddha 
and Obriafc preached? Buddha fearlessly carried the war 
Into the enemy's camp and brought down on its knees 
an arrogant priesthood. Christ drove out the money 
changer from the temple of Jerusalem and draw down 
curse from Heaven upon the hypocrites and the pharisees, 
Both were for intensely direct notion. Bub even as. 
Buddha and Christ chastised, they showed unmistakable 
gentleness and love behind every act of theirs. They 
would not raise a finger against their enemies, hut would 
gladly surrender themselves rather than the truth for 
which they lived. Buddha would have died resisting the 
priesthood, if the majesty of his love had not proved bo 
be equal to the task of bending bha priesthood Ohriab 
died on the cross with a crown of thorns on his head 
defying the might of a whole empire. And if I raise 
resistances of a non-violent character, I simply and 
humbly follow in the foot-steps of the great teachers 
named by my critic.

Lastly, the writer of the paragraph quarrels with 
ray grouping unities and would have me bake up 
“ the larger mission for uniting the world” . I onoa told 
him under a common roof that I was probably mors 
cosmopolitan than he. f abide by that expression. 
Unless I group unities I shall never be able to unite the 
whole world, Tolstoy once said that if ws would bat

(fl ^  SjQ MI30EIiliANROUS v f i l
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lS  off the backs of our neighbours, the world would be 
quits alright without any further help from us, Arid if 
we oan only serve our Immediate neighbours by ceasing 
to prey upon them, bho circle of unities thus grouped in 
the right fashion will oyer grow In ckmimferenoe till at- 
last it is eonterretinue with that of tha whole world,
More than that it sa nob -given to any man to try or 
achieve Yatha Pinde taika Brahamande is as true to
day as ages ago when it was firsts uttered by an unknown 
Rishi,

HINDU 'MOSLEM UNITY*

COW PROTECTION
Everybody knows that without unity between 

Hindus and Mussulmans, no certain progress oan ba 
made by the Ration-. Thera is no doubt that the cement 
binding the two is yet loose and wet. There is still 
mutual distrust, The leaders have come to recognise 
that India can make no advance without both feeling tha 
need of trust and common action, But though there is 
a vast ohange among the masses, it is still not permanent 
quantity, The Mussulman masses do not still recognise 
the same necessity for Swaraj as the Hindus do. The 
Mussulmans do nob flock to public meetings in the same 
numbers as the Hindus, This process cannot be forced 
Sufficient time has not passed for the national interest 
to be awakened among the Mussulmans, Indeed it is a 
m&rval, that whereas but a year ago the Mussulmans as a 
body hardly book any interest in Congress affairs, all

* From Young India, July 28, 1921,



MISOBLLiHKOtlS p
w & j h  ast

India, .thousands have registered themgel'P'^sMUM 

members. This in itself is an immense gain,

Oat mush mord yas remains to bo dona, I t  is 

essentially the work of tb.e Hindus. Wherever the 

Mussulmans are still found to be apathetic, they should 

ba invited to florae In. One often bears from H indu 

quarters brio oopanlaiofi that  MusaiilmaBS do nofe join the 

Congress organisation or do not pay to the Swaraj 

Fund. The natural question is, have they been invited ?

In every district Hindus mpsb make special efforts to 
draw out their Mussulman neighbours, There will never 
ha real'equality so Song as one foals inferior or superior 
sjo the other, There is no room for patronage among 
equals, Mussulmans must nob faei the Jack of education 
or numbers where Shay are in a minority, Dauoianoy in 
education must be corrected by taking education, To be 
in a minority is often a blessing, Superiority in oam - 
ioera has frequaniily proved a hiudranoa, lb Is oharaotar 
thab counts in the end, Bab I have not commenced this 
article to lay down counsels of perfection, or to state the 
couwe of ooudaotin the distant future,

My main purpose is to think of the immediate task 

Syi?ig before us, Bakc-Id will be soon upon ua. Wbab 

are wo to do to frustrate the attempts th a t  will then by 

made to foment quarrels between u s—Hindus and 

M ussulm ans? Thoxjgh the situation has improved con* 

eiderably in Bihar, it is not yet free from anxiety, Over- 

zsalous and impatient Hindus are trying to foroe 

matters, They lend themselves an easy pray 60 faha 

maabinations of misflbief-m&kerR not always prompted 

by the Government side, Protection of the aow is the 

nearest! bo fehe Hindu heart.



We are tfbarefpre apt to lose out* heads over H, and 
thus be naooneaioasly instrumental in doing an injury 
bo the vary oauae we seek ho espouse, Lab us recognise • 
that our Mussulman brethren have made great efforts to 
save the cow for the sake of their Hindu brethren, lb 
would be a grave mistake to underrate them, But 
immediately we besoms assertive, we make all effort on 
their part nugatory, Wa have throughout ail these many 
years put .up with oow-slaughter either without a mar- 
mar or under ineffective and violent protest. We have 
never tried to deserve self-impos# restraint on the part 
of our Mussulman countryman by going put of our way to ** 
oultivate friendly relations with them, Wa have more or 
leas gratuitously assumed the impossibility of the task.-

But we ate now making a deliberate and conscious 
attempt in standing by their side in the hour of their 
need. Bat us nob spoil the good effect by making our f,ey • 
offering a matter of bargain. Friendship can never be a 
eon tract, It ia a status carrying no consideration with 
tb, Service is a duty., and duty is a debt which it is » aim 
nob io discharge* If we would prove our friep^ahip, we, 
must help our brethren whether they save the oow or 
not, We throw §he responsibility for their conduct So, 
wards us on their own shoulders- Wa dare not dictate n  
to them as consideration for our help. Such help will ha 
hired service, which the Mussulmans cannot ha blamed if 
they summarily reject I hope, therefore, that the Hindus 
of Bihar and indeed all the parts of India will realise the 
importance of observing the strictest forbearance no m&iUr 
what the Mussulmans do on Bakr-Id. We nonet leave ■ 
them to take what course they choose. What Hakim 
Ajmsi Kharsji did in one hour at Amritsar, Hindus 
could not have done by years of effort. The cows

* Q  : HIKDIT.M08I.EM UNITY 811- o L j
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Messrs. QboSani and Khairi saved last Bakr-Id day, 

the Hindu millionaires of Bombay nouid not have 

sawed if they had given the whole of their fortunes* The 

•greater the pressure pab upon the Mussulmans, the greater 

must bo the slaughter of the oow, We mast leave thorn 

to their own sense of honour and duty. Ana we shall- 

have none the greatest service to the oow.

The way to save the oow ib not to kill or quarrel 

with the Masr.ilto an. The way bo save the oow is to die 

in the act of saving the Kbilafab without mentioning 

the cow. Oow protection is a process of purification, I t  

as tapasya, i.e .t self* suffering. Whan we suffer 

voluntarily and therefore without expeotabion of reward, 

the cry of suffering (one might say) literally ascends to 

heaven, itid God above hears it and responds, That ie 

fcba path of religion, and it hag answered even if one 

man has adopted it in  its entirety. I  make bold to assert 

without fear of contradiction, that it is not Hinduism to 

kill a fellow-man even to save the cow, Hinduism 

requires its votaries to immolate themselves for the sake 

of their religion, i.e„ for the sake of Having the cow, The 

question is how many Hindus are ready without bargain 

ing with tba Mussulmans fee die for them and for their reli

gion ? If the Hindus can answer it in the religious 

spirit, they will nob only have secured Mussulman friend

ship for eternity, hut they will have saved the cow for 

all time from the Mussulmans. Lat us not swear even 

by the greatest among them. They earn but help. They 

cannot underbake to change she hearts of millions of man 

who have hitherto given no thoughb to the feeling of 

their Hindu neighbours when they slaughter the oow. 

But Qod Almighty can in a moment change them and 

move them to pity. Prayer accompanied by adequate
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goffering is a prayer of the heart Thai alone tyrants 
with God- To my Mussulman friends T would say bob 
one word. They roust nob be irritated by the acts at 
irresponsible or ignorau* but fausoioai Hindus. He who 
sxereiaes restraint under provooation wins the battle.
Let them know and foal sura that responsible Hindus 
are not on their side in their trial in any bargaining 
spirit. They are helping bao&use they know that fake 
Khilafafe is a just cause, and that to help them to a good 
oause is bo serve India, for they are even as blood” 
brothers, bom of the same mother— Bharata Mato,

UNTOUCH ABILITY

[M?\ Gandki presided at the Suppressed Glasses Con
ference held at Akmedabad on the 18th and. 14th May, 1921.
In the course of Ms speech on the occasion, he narrated a 
fragment of his personal history. He said :—j

J regard untouchabiliby as the greatest blot on 
Hinduism. This idea was nab brought home to me by 
my bitter experiences during the South Afrisan struggle.
It is nob duo to the fact that [ was oooe an agnostic, lb 
is equally wrong to think, a soma people do, that I have 
taken my views from my study of Christian religious 
literature. These views date as far back as the time 
when t was neither enamoured of, nor was aquaintad 
whfa the Bible or the followers of the Bible-

I was hardly yet twelve whan this idea had dawned 
on me. A scavenger named Uka, au uutouobable, used 
to attend our house for ala&oiug laferines. Often I 
would ask my motbar why it was wrong to bouob him, 
why I was forbidden bo touch him, If I accidently
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Sou oh etj U&ft 1 was asked to perforce uh-a ablutions,,. 
ai'Kl though I naturally obeyed, i| was hot without 
aiaoifiogiy protesting shat uhtouohability wasnot sanation- 
ad by religion, Shat it was impossible that it should be 
so, 1 was a very dutiful ami obedient! ebi id ; and so far 
6s is was consistent with raspqoii foe parents, I  ofleo 
had tussles wish thaua on this master. I Sold nay mother 
ihafe she was entirely wrong in considering physical ooo" 
taut wish Tjka as sinful,

While at school, I would ofteu happen to touch 
the ’ unbcuohablas ” , and as I never would conceal the 
fact from my parents, my mother would tell me that 
the shortest out to purification after the unholy touoh 
was to cancel the touch by torching any Mussulman 
passing by, And simply out of .reverence and regard for 
my mother, I often did so, but never did so believing 
it to be a religious obligation. After some time we 
Shifted to .Porebander, where l made toy first acquaint). 
UQ.ee With Sanskrit, I  was not yet put t o . an English 
school, aad my brother and I were placed in obarga of a 
Brahman, who taught m  Bam Bakshct and Vishnu P un - 
3Wr The texts ‘ Jale Vishnuh " " Slhale Vishnuh '* 
(there is the Lord (present) in water, there is the Lord 
(prestoi,) 3so earth) have never gone out of my memory.
A motherly old damp used bo live close by, Now ip 
happened that I was vary timid then, and would conjure 
up ghosts end goblins whenever the Sights want out, 
and it was dark, Ihe old mother, to disabuse mo of 
Liars, suggested that X should mutter oho Bamwaksha 
texts whenever I was afraid,, and all evil spirits would 
fiy away- This J did and, as I thought, with good 
effect, I  could never believe then that there was any 
text in the Bawti&Takshci pointing to theooritaotioi thu
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 ̂untouchables 1 as & sin. I did nob understand its 

meaning then, or understood it; very imperfectly, Bub 

I was confident that; Ranuirahha which oouidl destroy 

all faar of ghost?* could not; ba oouafcetmmcimg any r.ucb 

thing as fear of ooobaot'with Iba " untouchables*"’

Tha Eamayana used to be regularly read in oau 
family, A Brahmin tolled Ladha Maharaja used to read 
it. He was stricken with leprosy, and ha was confident 
fihaii a regular reading of the Eamayana would cure him; 
of leprosy ;■ and, indeed, ha was cured of it, 1 How ean 
the Eamayana' % thought to myself, in which one who 
is regarded now-a-daye as an untouchable took Kama 
aorose the Ganges in hie boat, aouotecaaea the idea of 
any human beings being 'untouchables' on the ground 
thafe they were * polluted oonls V The fact shat w© 
addressed God aa the “ pg^ifisr of the polluted"  and 
by sitxktlar appellations, sho ws that it ia a sin to regard 
any one born in Hinduism as polluted or untouchable— 
that it ia Satanic to do so, 1 have henoe been never 
tired of repeating that it is a great sin, I do not pro tetri 
that £b:s thing had oryata||fsed as a conviction in me at 
the age of twelve, bat f do say that I did then regard 
ttn teachability as a sin. I narrate this story for the 
information of the Vaiahnavas and Orthodox Htndae,

I have always claimed to be a Sanatani Hindu, is 
is not that I am quite innocent of the scriptures. X 
ara not a profound scholar of Sanskrit, I  have read 
the Vedas and the U p a n h h a d s  only in translation?, 
Naturally therefore mine is not a scholarly study of 
them, My knowledge of them is in n ow ay  profound, '
but I have studied them as I should do as a Hindu, 
atrd I Claim to have grasped their true spirit. By tha
time f had reached the age of 21, I had studied other 

58
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religious also, There w»e a time when X was waver- 
5 ,g between Hinduism and Christianity, When I re
covered m.- balance of mind, I felt that to me salvation 

- ^ ft3 possible only through l,he Hindu.religion and my 
faith ib Hinduism grew deeper and more enlightened.

But even then I believed, that untouo.babiiifcy was no 
pa,* 0f Hinduism ; and, that if it wag, auofc Hinduism 
was not for bob.

True Hinduiaru does not regard ontouchabilUy aa a 
alo, 1. do not want to enter into any controversy regard
ing the interpretation of the Bbastras. It aught be diffi- 
onU for roe to establish my point by quoting authorities 
from the B haqw at or M a n u sm ritl But T claim to have 
understood the spirit of Hinduism. Hinduism has 
sinned in giving sanation to uuto.aahability, It has 
.degraded us, made us the pariahs of the Empire. Even 
the Mussulmans naught the sinful contagion from us, and 
in 8 . Africa, b  15. Africa and in Gar. ad a the Mussulmans 
no leas than Hindus earns to be regarded as Pariahs,
AH this evil has resulted from the sin of rmtouoh ability

GOKOaLK, T.ILAK ANI> MBHTA*

A strange anonymous Setter has been reosivad by 
me, admiring me for having taken up a causa that w.ft| 
dearest to Bokamanya’f heart, and tailing me that his 
spirit was residing in me and that I must prove a worthy 
follower of his, The letter, moreover, admonishes cos 
not to bee heart in the prosecution of the Swaraj pro
gramme, and finishes off by accusing me of imposture

* .From Young India, July 13, 1921,
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■In'olainaing bo bp politically .a  dlacsipl© o! G okh ile ,  I  
wish correspondents will throw off tbe slavish habit of 
V7ribing anonymously. We, who are developing tha 
Swaraj spirh, muab ouitiivate tba courage of fearlessly 
speaking out our mind. Tha suhjaof-matfeer of the tetter, 

■however, ba'mg of public importance, demanda a reply,
I oannut alftim the honour of being a follower of tha 

, Inkaraanya. I  admire him like millions of his 
--countrymen for his indom itable will, his vast learning,
‘his tova of country, and, above al.!, bha purity of his 
private life and great aacrsfiea. O? all the man of modern 
times, he captivated m ost the imagination of Ins people,
Ha breathed into us the spirit; of Swaraj. Ho one per
haps realised the evil o f  the existing system  of Govarn- 

■ment as Mr. Tiiak did. And in all hum ility  I claim to 
deliver his massage to the country as truly as the bast 
of his disciples. But t  am conscious that m y  method h  
nob Mr. T ilak ’ s methods apd that is why X have still
difficulty with some of the Maharashtra leaders. Bub I
since rely think shati Mr. Tilftk did nob disbelieve in m y 
method I enjoyed the privilege of his ooolidenoe. And 
his last w ord  to me in the presence of several friends 
was, just  ̂ fortnight before hia .death, that mine Was an 
excellent m ethod if-tha people could be persuaded to 
Sake to it. But ha said be had doubts. I know no 
other m ethod. l  oan only hops that when the f ioa i  
Saab com es, the country will be proved So have assltnil- 
afcod the m ethod of nan-violent non-co-uperatiun, H or 
am I unaware of my other limitations, I can lay no 
olftim to scholarship, t have not his powers of organisa
tion, I  have no com pact disciplined party to lead, and, 
having been an exile for twenty-three Years, X cannot* 
claim the experience that the L obam anya  bad of India*-

| 0 l 0 ? )  * GOKHiLBf TILAK AND MEHTA 8 ^ L
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Two things wa had in common (so the fullest! measure-"— 
iova of country and the steadly pursuit of Swaraj ̂ 
I can, therefore assure the anonymous writer, that 
yielding to none in my reverence for the memory of the 
deceased, I will march side by side with She foremost of 
fcha L.-/kamanya’a disciples in the pursuit of Swaraj, f  
know that the only offering acceptable to him is fcba 
quickest attainment of Swaraj by India. That and noshing 
else oars give his spirit peace,

Diseipleship, however, is a sacred personal matter, f  
fell at Dadabhai'a faeb in 1888, but he seemed to be too 
fair aw&y from me. I could bo as son to him, not disciple. 
A disciple is more than a son, DiscipSaship is a second 
birth, lb i| a voluntary surrender. In 1896 I met 
almost all fcba known leaders of India in connection with 
my South African mission, Juatiaa Rauada awed ibb, f  
could hardly talk in his presence. Badruddin Tayahji 
fathered me, and asked me to ha guided by Ran a da and 
Pbaroaasbab. Tha latter baoaina a patron, His will- 
had to be Saw, ‘ You must address a public meeting on 
the 2 6 -h September, and you must be punctual,' I obeyed- 
Ou iba 25 b evening I was to wait on him, I did-

Have you written out your speech V he inquired;
1 N o, Sir.'
‘ That won't do, young man, Oau you write it out 

fcc-aighk V
' Munahi, you must go ho Mr. Gandhi and receive 

the manuscript from him. It most be printed over night 
and you must send me a copy.’ Turning to ma, he added,
' Gandhi, you must not write a long speech, you do nob 
know Bombay audiences cannot Btand long addresses.* X 
&owad.
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Tbs lion olf Bombay taught me to taka orders. He
3it3 not; make me his diaeipla. He did not even try

I went fchenoa to Poona, I was an utter (stranger,
My host first took me to Mr, Tilak, I met him surround™ 
ed by h.is companions!, He listened, and said, ' We muasi 
arrange a meeting for you. Bab perhaps you do not 
know, that we have unfortunately two parties, You mast 
give us a non-party man as chairman. Will you sea Hr, 
Bbandarkar ?’ ! oonsanfced and retired. ;I have no firm 
impression of Mr. Tilak, eiroepb to recall that he shook 
off my nervousness by his affectionate familiarity. I 
went thanes, X think, to Gokbaie, and than to Dr. Bhan- 
■darkar. The latter greeted me, as a teaaher of his pupil,

'You seem to he an earnest and enthusiastic! young 
man. Many people do not. come to see me at this the 

-bottest part of the day. I never now-a-days attend 
pubUo meetings, But you have raeited suoh a patbetio 
story that I must make an exoeption in your favour,*

I worshipped the venerable deotor with his wise 
face. But I could not find for him a place on that little 
throne. It was still unoccupied, 1 had many heroes 
drub no king.

It was different with Gokhale, I cannot say why, I 
mat him at his quarters on the college ground, It was 
like meeting an old friend, or bebter still, a mother after 
a long separation, Hia gentle face put me ab ease in a 
moment. His minute inquiries about myself md my 
doings in South Afrioa at once enshrined him in my 
heart. And as I parted from him, I said to myself, ‘You 
are my man’, And from that moment Gokbala never' 
lost sight of me, Xu 1901 on my second return from 
South Africa, we name closer still. He simply 'took naa 
In hand,’ and began to fashion me. He was concerned


