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about) how I spoke, dressed, walked and ate. Ms mother 
was not more solicitous about me sha-u Gokhale, iTbere 
was, sd Car as I am aware, no reserve between us. It 
was really a ease of love at first sight, and it stood tho 
eavereat strain in 1913. Ho beamed to mo all I wanted 
as a political worker—pare as crystal, gen tie as a lamb, 
bravo as a Hon and chivalrous to a fault. It does not 
matter to mo that he m? y not have been any of these 
things. It w'a? enough for dobi that -T could discover no- 
fault in him to cavil at. Ho was and remains for me tba 
spout perfect man o|t tba political fHSd. Not therefore*, 
that we had uq differtmoea- Wa differed even in 1901 in 
our via we on social cuatoma, c. g., widow re-marriage.
We discovered differenoes in our estimate of western 
oiviliaatioo. Ho iraakly diffafed from me in my extreme 
views on non-violence. Bat these diff ere pees mattered 
neither to him nor to me. Nothing could put us 
under, It w?“a blasphemous to conjecture what would 
have happened if ha ware alive to-day, I know that I 
would have bean working under him. I have made this 
confession, because’ the anonymous loiter hurt ms, when 
it accused mo of imposture about my political disciple- 
ship, Had I been remiss in my acknowledgment So him 
who is now dumb? I thought, I must declare my 
faithfulness to Gokhale, especially when I earned to bs 
living in a camp which the Indian world calls opposite.
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THE fE A R  OK DEATH *

I have beet* collecting description of Swaraj, One 
of tbaso would be Swaraj is the abandonment of the lea? 
of death, A nation which allows itself to be uifiuenued 
by the fear of death cannot attain 3 -vara] and cannot 
retain it if somehow attained.

English people, carry their lives in their packets 
Arabs and Fathoms consider death as nothing more than 
an ordinary ailmaafe, shay never wasp when a relation 
dies. Boer women are perfectly innocent of this fear,
In the Boer war, thousands of y o u n g  BoOr womer became 
widowed, They never oared. It did not matter in the 
least i? tha husband or the son was lost, it was enough, 
and tnors than enough, that the country's honour was 
safe, What booted the husband if the country was eh* 
slaved ? It was infinitely better to bury a son's mortal 
remains and to cherish hia immortal memory than ho 
bring him up as a serf. Thus did the Boer women able? 
their hearts and cheerfully give up their darlings to the 
angle of Death,

The people I have mentioned kill and get killed.
Bub what of those who do not kill hut are only ready to 
die themselves ? Such people become the objects of a 
world's adoration, They are the salt of the aarbb,

The English and the Germans fought one* another *, 
they killed and gat killed, The result is that animosities 
have increased. There is no end of unrest, and the 
present condition of Europe is pitiful There is more of 
deceit, and each is anxious to circumvent the rest,

if Translated from the Gujarati Navajivan, Oct,, 1931,



Bab fearlessness which wo ace cultivating is of a 
noblor aud purer order end it is therefore that we hope to 
achieve a signal viotory within a very short) bime.

When wa attain Swaraj oaauy of us will have given 
up the fear of death or alfla we shall nob have attained 
Swaraj, Till now mostly young boys have died in bha 
epfiee. Those who died in Aligarh were all below twenty* 
Qoa, No one know who they were, If Government 
rasor-fe bo Sring now I ana hoping that some men of the 
2 res rank will have the opportunity of offering up bbe 
supreme saoriQoa,

Why should wa be upsab when children or young 
men or old men die ? Nob a mornenb passes when some 
one la nob born or is uobdead in this world. We ahould 
fool bha stupidity of rejoicing la a birbh and lamenting a 
death. Those who believe in the aou5—"a-id whab Hindu, 
Mussulman or Parai ia there who does nob ?— know that 
the soul never dies, The aoula of bhts living aa well as of 
the dead are all one, Toe eternal proeosaaa of creation 
ftnd des;,motion are going on oaaaeiesaty. There is nothing 
in it for which wa might give ourselves up bo joy or 
sorrow. Even if we extend the idea of relationship only 
bo our countrymen and take all the births in the country 
»8 baking place in our own family, how many births shall 
we celebrate ? If we weep for all the deaths in our 
country bhe tears in our eyes would never dry. This train 
of thought should belp ua to got rid of all foar of death.

India, they say, is a nation of philosophers ; and we 
have not bean unwilling to appropriate the compliment.
Still hardly any other nation becomes so helpless in the 
face of death as we do. And in India again oo other 
community perhaps betray eo much of this helplessness 
as the Hindus. A single birth is enough for us to be
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besides ourselves with ludicrous joyfulness. A death nmfeai 
us indulge ia orgies of Soud lamentation which condemn 
the neighbourhood to sleeplessness for the night. Ii we 
wish to attain S varaj, and if bavin;; attained ib we wish 
bo make it something to he proud of we perfectly 
renounce this unseemly sight.

And wbab is itOprisoncQanb feo the man who ia fear
less of death itself % If the reader will bestow a little 
'thought upon the matter, he will find that if Swaraj is 
delayed, lb is delayed because we are not prepared calmly 
to meet death and iricoovameneea less than death.

As larger and larger number a of innocent naan coma 
out to welcome death, their sacrifice will become the 
■potent instrument for the salvation of all others ; and 
there will be a minimum of Buffering. Suffering ehser- 
fully endured ceases to be suffering and ia transmuted 
into an ineffable joy. The man who flies from suffering 
is the victim of endless tribulation before it had coma to 
him, and is half dead whan it does oome, But one who 
is cheerfully ready for anything and everything that 
comes, escapes all pain, his cheerfulness acts as an 
anaesthetic.

I have been led to write about this subject because 
we have got to envisage even death if we will have 
Swaraj this very year. One who is previously prepared 
often escapes accident and this may well be the ease 
with us. ft is nay firm conviction that Swadeshi oonati- 
tutea this preparation. When once Swadeshi is a success 
neither this Government nor any ona else will feel the 
necessity of putting rjs to any further test.

Still it is best not to neglect any contingency what
ever. Possession of power makes men blind and deaft 
they oannot see things which are under their very nose,
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atira ■ hear things wHch invade their -ears. Thera 
S3 4hos no knowing what this power-intoxicated Govern- 
rnant may not do. Bo it aftemed to ins that patriotio-mon 
onghfc So be prepared for death, imprisonment and simitar 
svenfeoalifcles.

Toa brave meet death with a smile on their -lips, but 
tbey ate circumspect all the same. There is no room 
for foolhardiness in this non-violent war. We do not 
propose to go to gaol or to die by au immoral not, We 
moat mount the gallows while resisting the oppressive 
laws of this Government.

HHS1D0I8M,"

Tn dealing with the problem of u a touch ability during 
the Madtft's hour, I have asserted my claim to being a 
Sanataui Hindu with greater emphaeia than hitherto, and 
yefc there are things which are commonly done in the 
name of Hinduism, which I disregard. I have no desire 
to ba called a S&nabaui Hindu or any other if I am not 
such. And I have certainly no desire to steal in a reform 
or an abuse under cover of a great faith.

It is therefore necessary for me once for all distinctly 
to give my meaning of Sanabanf Hinduism Tha word 
Bau&fona I use in its natural sense,*

I sail myself a Ssnfeani Hindu, because—
(l) 1 Relieve in the Vedas, the UpanishadlB, the 

Puranas and all that goes by the name Hindu scriptures, 
and therefore in avataras and rebirth,

* From Young India, Oct, 12, 1921.
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(2 ) I believe in tbe VaTiMshYamun Dh&Tfntii in fe *et««e 
jB my opinion, strictly Yedic bob nob in Me ptsfionfe 
popular and made sense.

(S) 1 balieva in the pftbtiaosioii of the tow in its much

larger sense than the popular.
(4} I do nob disbelieve in idol-worship.
The reader will note that I have purposely refrained 

from using the word divine origin in reference io the 
Vadaa or any other scriptures. For I do nob believe in 
bhg exclusive divinity oi the Vedas. I  believe llie Bible* ■ 
till a Koran, aj$tf the Zand Avakta to be as muck divinely 
inspired aa the Vedas. My. belief in the Hindu aoripfeur# 
does nob require me to accept every word and every verso 
as divinely inspired, Nor do I claim bo have any fi-A- 
hand knowledge of these wouderful book?. Bab I do 
claim bo know and feel the broths of the essential teaching 
of the scriptures, I decline to ba bound by any interpre
tation, however learned ii may be, if ft is repugnant bo 
reason or moral sauaa, I do most emphatically repudiate 
tha claim (if they advance any such) of the present 
SbankerRoharyas and Shasbria to give a |orreob interpre
tation of the Hindu scriptures. 0 o the contrary, I 
believe thab our present knowledge of bb6i38 books ia in 
a most chaotic abate. I believe implicit!y \a the Hic.ic,

■ aphorism, that no one truly knows the Sbasbras who has 
nob attained perfection in lanaeaaea {Ahintim, Tru di 
{Saiya) and Self-control (Brahmaekarya} and who has 
not renounced all acquisition or ooasession of wealth. I 
believe in bhe institution of Gurus, but in this ago 
millions must go without a Guru, because lb is & fam 
thing to find a combination of perfect purity and perfect 
learning. Bub one need nob despair of ever knowing the 
truth of one's religion, because the fundamentals
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Hinduism as of avsry great religion are unchangeable, 
and easily understood. Every Hindu believes in God 
and bis oneness, In rebirth and salvation. Bali that 
'which distinguishes H<ndt|ism from every other religion 
is it? eow protection, moca than its Varnashram, 
is, in my opinion, inherent in human nature, and 
Hinduism baa simply reduced it to a science, It 
does attach to birth. A man cannot change his 
varna by choice. Not to abide by one’s varna se to 
disregard the law of heredity. The division, however, 
into innumerable castes is an unwarranted liberty taken 
with the doctrine. The four divisions are ail-anfficing,

I do not believe that inter-diniog or even inter* 
marriage necessarily deprives a naan of his status that 
bis birth has given him. Tba four divisions define a 
man’s calling, they do not restrict or regulate social 
intercourse. The divisions define duties, they oopfer d o  

privileges. It is, I hold, against the genius of Hinduism 
to arrogate to oneself a higher status or assign to another 
a lower. Alt are born to serve God’s creation, a Brabnaan 
with his knowledge, a Kshatriya with, his power of 
protection, a Yaishya with his oommaroia! ability and a 
Shu dr a with bodily labour. This however does not mean 
that a Brahman for instance is absolved from bodily 
labour or the duty of protecting himself and others. 
His birth makes a Brahman predominantly a man of 
knowledge, the fittest by heredity and training to impart 
it bo others, Thera is nothing, again, ho pravenb the 
Shiidra from acquiring all the knowledge be wishes. 
Only, he will best serve with hia body and need not envy 
others their special qualities for service, Bali a Brahman 
who claims superiority by right of knowledge fails and 

•<has no knowledge. And so with the others who pride



themselves upoh their Hpecial qualities. Varnashrarna is 
aelf-reasraiuli and conservation and economy of energy.

Though, therefore, Varnashrarna ia not affected by 
inter*dining or inter-marriage. Hinduism does most 
emphatically discourage inter-dialog and inter-marriage 
betspia divisions. Hinduism reached the highest limit- 
pf salf-mferaiiih It is undoubtedly a religion of recunosa* 
lion of the flesh so that the spirit may be set free. It- 
is no part of a Hindu’s duty to dine with his bod. And 
by restricting his choice of a bride to a particular group,, 
ha exercises rare seil'-raatrainti, Hinduism does not 
regard a marriage state as by soy means essential for 
salvation, Marriage u. a 'fall' even ae birth is a .'-fall,* 
Salvation is freedom from birth and hence death also. 
Prohibition against) inter-marriage and inter-dining la 
essential for a rapid evolution of the soul But this self* 
dotjtal is no test of varna. A Brahman may remain a 
Brahman, though ha may dine with his Shudra brother, 
if he has not left off bis duty of service by knowledge, It 
follows from what I have said above, that restraint in 
matters of marriage and dicing is not based upon notions 
of superiority. A Hindu who refuses to dine with 
another from a sense of superiority misrepresents his 
Dharma,

Unfortunately to-day Hinduism seems to consist' 
merely io eating and not eating, Ooce I horrified a pious 
Hindu by taking toast at a Mussulman's house. I saw 
that he was pained to see me pouring milk into a cup 
banded by a Mussulman friend, but hia anguish knew no 
bounds when be saw me taking toast at the Mussulman's 
hands, Hinduism is in danger of losing its substance if 
it resolves itself into a matter of elaborate rules as to 
what and with whom to oat. Abstemiousness from
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inloxioatlng drinks and drugs, and from, all kinds of 
foods, especially meat, ia undoubtedly a groat aid to. the 
evolution of the spirit, but it 38 by no mean? an and in 
itssaif, Many a man eating moat and with everybody but 
living in the fear of God ia nearer bis freedom than a 
m m  religiously abBtsftiuiug from meat and many other 
things, but blaspheming God in every one. of hie eats-

The oeaferal fact of Hinduism, however* ia now-pro
tection, Oow-proteotion to me is one of tba most 
wonderful phenomena in human evolution. It taka.; tba 
human being beyond his apooias. The oow to me maims 
the entire sub-human world Man through fcbe oow ia 
enjoined to realise his identity with ail that lives. Why 
tba oow was selaoliod for apotheosis, is obvious to me. 
Toe oow was in India the bast companion, She was the 
giver of plenty, Hot only did she give milk, but she 
also made agriouHura possible, The sow ia a poem o£ 
pity. Qua reads pity in the gentle animal, She is the 
mother to millions of Indian mankind. Prataotion of the 
now maaus protection of tba whole dumb creation of 
God. The ancient seer, whoever he was, began with the 
now. The appeal of tba lower order of creation ia ah the 
more forcible because it is spseohlass, Onw* protection 
ia the gift of Hinduism to tba world. And Hinduism will 
lire so long, as there are Hindus to pratoet the oow.

The way to protest is to die for her. It ia a denial 
of Hinduism and Ahimsa to kill a human being to protect 
a oow. Hindus era enjoined to protapt the cow by their 
tapusya, by eeli-purification,.by saif-aaodfioe, The pre
sent day oow-prateotiau h&a degenerated into perpetual 
feud with the Mussulmans, whereas cow-protection means 
conquering tba Mussulmans by our love, A Mussulman 
friend sent me some time ago a book detailing tba
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iulumamtias practised by m  on tire cow s,rd hex 
progeny. Haw we bleed nor to take the last drop of* milk 
from hor, how we starve her to emaciatiou, bow wa 
ill-fjsaati the dadves, how wa deprive them of their 
portion of mills, how om-olly w@ treat tiha ox on, how 
wa oast, rata fchara, how wa baak hhana, how we 
overload them. If they had Bpaaeh they would boar 
wltnaaa to our crimes agaiuat than* which would stagger 
tha world. By every o,afe of oruslty to oar cattle, wa 
disown God and Hnodubm. I do not know that the 
condition of the oa&Uo in any other part of Ska world m 
m bad as in unhappy India, Wa may not blame the 
Englishman for this, Wa may not plead poverty in* oar 
defence, Criminal oogligaoae is the only cause of the 
'miserable condition of our oatifo. Oar Panjrapoles, though 
they are an an8 war io oar instinct! of naeroy, ore a clumsy 
demonstration of its execution, Instead of being model 
dairy farms and great profitable national hietifcawon*, 
they are merely depots for receiving fleorepft cat tie,

H -'dug will be judged not by their tilaks, not by 
the correct chanting of mantras, not by their pilgrimages, 
not by their most punctilious observance of caste m\m 
bat by their ability to protect the aow, Whilst professing 
thf? religion of oow-profeeotioo, we have enslaved the cow 
and her progeny, and have become slaves ourselves;

It will now be understood why I consider myself 
a Sinatacs Hindu, F yield to noon in my regard for the 
or>w' I hava made tba Khiiafat cause my -own, because 
I see that through its preservation full protect m can be 
secured for the cow. I do not ask my Mussulman friends 
to. save the1 cow Id consideration of my service. My 
prayer ascends daily to God Almighty, that my service 
oi a cause I hold to be just may appear so pleasing to
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him, that he may change the hearts of the Mussulmans, 
a,Kul fill them with pits for their Hiudu neighbours and 
make them save the animal the latter hold dear as life 
itself.

I can no more describe my foaling for Hinduism 
than for my own wife. She moves me as no other 
woman in the world can, . Nob that she hast tio faults 
I daresay she baa many more than I see myself. Butt 
the feeling of an indissoluble bond is there. Evan so I 
fee! for and about Hinduism with all it* faults and 
limitation a i Nothing relates ad a so couch as the rauaio 
of tbs Gita or the R*may§na by Tulas.idas,.fche only two 
books ia Hinduism I may be said to know. Whoa I 
fancied I was taking my last breath, the Gita was noy 
solace. I know the vioe that ia going on to-day in all the 
great Hin^u shrines, but I leva them in spite of their 
unspeakable failings. There is an interest which I  taka 
in them aud which I take in no other. I am a reformer 
through and through* But my asal never takes roe to 
the rejeotion of any of the essential things of Hinduism.
I have said Id o  not disbelieve in idol worship. An idol 
does not excite any feeling of veneration in me. Bui I 
think that idol worship is part of human nature. We 
hanker after symbolism. Why should one he more- 
composed in a eharoh than elsawere ? Images are an 
aid bo worship. No Hindu considers an image to ba 
God, I do not consider idol worship a sin.

It is clear from fcha foregoing that Hinduism is nob 
an exclusive religion. In it there ia room for the worship 
of all the prophets of the world. Ia is not a missionary 
religion in the ordinary sense of the term. It has no 
doubt absorbed many tribes io its fold, but this absorp
tion has been of au evolutionary imperceptible character,,
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Mpfoiitilftoo telle everyone to worship God according to hie 
own faith or Dkarma^ and so ife lives &b pence wife all 
th® religions. \ 'L ,

That being myconception of Hinduism, I have never 
been abb to reoOboib tiny self to untoaohabilifcy. I have 
always regarded it ns an oxorasoenoe. It is true that it 
hm been banded down to us from generations, but «o are 
many evil practices even to this day, I should be 
ashamed to think that dedication of girls to virtual prog* 
titukion was a parti of Hinduism. Yah ill is practised by 
Hindus in many parts of India. I consider it positive 
irreligion no. aaov.Sgtf. goats r.n Kali and do not consider 
?h a part .if Huiooigm. Hinduism j is a growth of 
ages. The very name, Hinduism, was given to the 
religion of the people of Hinduafean by foreigners 
•There wsm no doubt at one time s&orijooe of animals was 
efferod in Aba name of religion. But it is not religion,
Enoch less is it Hindu religion,

And so also it seems to me, that when cow-probation 
became a!' Article of faith with our ancestors, those who 
persisted m eating beef were excommunicated, The civil 
strife moat have been fierce. Sooial boycott was applied 
not only to fee reeaUitrants, but sheir pi us were visited
upon their abildran also. The praotias which had pro
u d ly  its origin in good intentions hardened into usage, 
aod even verses crept in our sacred books giving the 
practice a permanence wholly undeserved and a till la. , 
justified, Whether my theory ia ©arreob or out, un- 
toaehabiUfcy is repugnant to reason and to the instinct 
of meroy, pity or love. A religion that establishes tha 
worship of the oow oannob possibly oouniienanoe or war
rant a orud and inhuman boycott of human hatnge And
I should ha oontent to be torn bo pieces rather Shan dig- 

63



own the suppressed ol&ssee, Hindus will certainly never 
deserve freedom, aor ga6 it if they allow bheir noble
religion feo be disgraced by the retention of the taint of 
unkiuolubiUty. And a« I iove Hinduism dearer than 
llfa itself, the taint has become for am ao intolerable 
burden, L it us nob deny God by denying to a fifth of 
our race the right of asaocsiation on an equal footing,

NATIONAL EDUCATION *
So many strange things have baea paid about my 

views on national education, that it would perhaps nos 
be out of pfftoe to formulate them before the public.

In my opinion the existing system of education is 
defsotjye, apart from its iuisoaiation with an utterly an- 
‘oat Government, in three dtfti important matters :

0 ) It, ia based upon foreign oultuc^ to tha almost 
entiro exclusion of indigenous one,

(2) It, ignores the culture of tha, heart and the 
hand, and confines itself simply to the "head,

(3) Beal education is impossible through a foreign 
medium,

Let us examine the three defects. Almost from the x 
oounaseuoemenii, tbs text-books deal, not with things the 
boys and the girls have always to deal within their 
homes) but things to which they are perfeob strangers.
U is nob through the text-books, that a lad learns what 
ia right and what is wrong in the home life,, He is 
neVav taught to have any pride in hia surroundings. Ths 
higher he goes, the farther he is removed from hie borne, 
ao that at the end of his education he becomes estranged 
from bis surrounding*. He feels no poetry about the 
home life, The village scene* are all a sea lad book to

* Fccm Young India,
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ifaiao, H»a own eivilijsat.ioo is presented to him as urn- 
•baeile, barbarous, superstitious and usaiess for all practi
cal purposes,. His education is tulouiated (w wean 
him from his traditional culture. And if the mass of 
educated youths are not entirely denationalised, it is 
because the aueiaufe culture is too deeply embedded id 
them to be altogether uprooted even by an education 
adverse to sbs growth. If I had ray way, I would oer- 
Isaialy destroy the majority of the present text-books and 
cause bo be writbau text-books whiah have a bearing on 
and obrrafipondanoa with the borne life, so that a boy, aa 
ha bares, may react upon bis immediate surroundings.

Secondly whatever may be true Of other countries, 
in India at any rate, where more than eighty per cent, 
of the population in agricultural and another ten per 
nsut, industrial, it is a oriina to make education merely 
literary and to unfit boys and girls for manual work in 

'after-life- Indeed I bold that as tbe larger part of our 
tfjpa is devoted, to labour for earning our oread, our 
children nauasP from their infancy. be taught the dignity 
of such labour, Due children should not be so taught 
m to deepise 'kbour. There is no reason why a 
peasant’s son after hiving gone to a school should ha- 
come useless, *8 he does become, as an agricultural 
labourer, It .a a sad thing that our schoolboys look upon 
manuaV labour with disfavour, if oos contempt. 
Moreover, in India, if wa exp0ot» -as we musb, every boy 
and girl of school-going age to attend public sohocls, 
we have not the means to finance education it 
accordance with the existing style, nor -us millions 
of parents able to pay the fees that are at present 
imposed. Education to be universal must therefore 
be free. I fancy that ayen under an ideal 'system
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oi Govern to mil wa shall nob be able bo devote two 
thousand million rupees which vva should require for 
finding education tor all the children of aohookgoing ago.
Is follows, therefore, that our children must be made to 
pay tu 'labour' partly or wholly for the oosli of all the 
education they receive, Saab universal labour bo bs 
profitable can only be (to ray thinking) hand-spinning 
and hand-weaving. But for the purposes of mv proposi
tion, is ia immaterial whether we have spinning or/atiy 
other form of labour, so long as H can ho turned to 
account, Daly, it will bo found upon examination, that 
on a practical, profitable and extensive, scale rbtre la no 
occupation other than the prooesses connected tvith cloth 
production which oats be introduced in our schools 
throughout India..

The introduction of manual training will serve a 
double purpose in a poor country like ours. Is will pay 
for the education of our children and teach them an 
©eoupaftioa on which they can fail back in after-life* if they 
choose, for earning a living. Such a <•• y,3it?rn must make 
our children telf-raSiaut. Nothing w ii demoralise feba 
nation so much aa that we should learn to despise labour.

One word only as to the education o f  the hear*. I 
do not believe that this can bs imparted through books.
It can only be done through the livbr 'touch .f the 
tiachor, And who are the teachers in (.he primary uztd 
avan secondary schools ? Are .they men and women oil 
faith and character ? Have they t b e m a e i v e s  received tha 
education of the heart ? Are they even expected to sakfjt 
care of the permanent; element in the boys and girls 
placed undpr their charge ? Ia not tha method of engaging 
teachers for lower schools an effective bar against 
oharaotur? Do the teachers gat even a living age? And
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that the teachers of primary sch oo l are n ot
selected  foe their patriotism , T h ey  on ly  dom e w h o  
aacsnofe find  an y  other e w  p loy m eat.

Finally, the medium of instruction. My view* on 
this point are too we|{ known to need roatating, The 

foreign medium has caused brain-fag, pul an undue strain 
upon the nerve of oac ohildrom made them crammers 
and imfMferf, unfitted them for original work and 
thought, and disabled them for fiUrablog their learning 
to the family or the masses, The foreign medium has 
mads our children practically foreigners in their owe 
'land fita to saye ourselves from this perilous danger we 
abonld put a >T?hoo to educating par bays and girls through 
a foreign medium end require ell the teachers end profea* 
acre on pain of dismissal to introduce the ohauga 
forthwith. I would not wait for the preparation of test' 
hooka, Toay will follow the ohaoge. It is an evil that 
oeed| a summary remedy.

My uncompromising opposition to the foreign me
dium hm resulted in an unwarranted oh&rge being 
levelled against me of being hostile to foreign culture or 
the learning of the English language. No reader of
Young India aotiid have missed the statement often 
made by me in those pages that I regard English as the 
language of international oamtueree and diplooaaoy, and 
therefor a consider its knowledge, on the part of some of 
Ur: as essential. As it contains some of the riohest 
ireaeur.as of thought and literature, I would certainly 
on arm rage its parol u I study among those who have 
linguistic talents and expect them to translate those 
treasures for the nation in its vernaculars.

Nothing can ha farther from my thought than that 
ws should bfioocos oxoiaaive or erect barriers. But 1 da
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respectfully content! feis&t: m  appreciation of other out- 
lutes oan fitly follow, oeveu preceda, &n appreoialiofi am! 
assimilation of out owe; Iii is my firm opinion that no- 
©allure has treasures so rich as ours has, Wa have nob- 
known it, wa have bean made «vfin to deprecate i«a v&iue, 
We.have almost ceased to live ib. An academic grasp 
without! practice behind ib is like- an enbalmed corpse, 
perhaps lovely Iso look at but) nobbing tio inspire or 
ennoble. My religion forbids noe to belittle or disregard 
other cultures, -as it tosiafes under pain.of csivii suicide 
upon imbibing and living nay own,

PROM 3ATYAG.EA0A TO NON-CO-OPERATION*
It is of sen nay lot to answer knotty questions on all 

sorts of topics arising oat of this great movement of 
national purification, A company of collegiate non-oo- 
operators asked me to define for them the terms which I 
have used as beading for this note. And even at this 
late day, I was sariouflly asked whether SSafcyagrah did 
nob at times warrant resistance by violence, as for ins
tance in the case of a sister whose virtue might be in 
danger from a desperado, I ventured to suggest 
bhab it was the completed defence without irri
tation, without being ruffled, to interpose oneself 
between the victim and t.ke viotimifiar, and to face 
death, I added that this {for the 'assailant) novel- 
method of defence would, in all probability, exhaust his- 
passion and ha will no longer want to ravish an iniDoaent! 
woman, but would want bo flea from her presence for 
Very shame, and that, if he did not, the act of personal 
bravery on the part of her brother would steel her heart 
for putjijng up an equally brave defence and resisting the

* From Young India,
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last of man Earned brute for the while. And T thought 
I olkiahed my argument by saying that1 if, in spite of aif 
the defence* the unexpected happened, and ijhe physical 
fores of lha tyrant overpowered his viotirn, the disgram 
would nob be bh&fc of the woman bub of bar assailant and 
that both she and her brother, who died in She attempt; 
to defend her virtue, would stand well before the Throne 
of Judgment, I dp not warrant Shat my argument boa" 
vinoad my listener or that it would oonvinoa She reader*
Tha world I kpow will go on as before- Bob it is we!! at 
this moment of self-examination So understand and 
appreciate She implication:-! of the powerful movement of 
non-violence, Ail religions have emphasised the highest 
ideal, but ail have mote or less permitted departures as 
so Many ccmoeaeiane to human weaknesses.

I bow proceed to 8 mmame fcba explanation I gave 
of the Parlous terms. It is beyond! my capacity to give 
accurate and terse definitions.

Satyagrab, then, is liberally holding on to Truth 
and it means, therefore, Truth-force. Truth is sou* 
or spirit, It is, therefore, known an son!-faros. It 
esoludes the use of violence because man is not capable 
of knowing the absolute truth and, therefore, not com- 
patent bo punish. Tha word was coined in South 
Af/ica to distinguish the non- violent resistance of the 
Tndiajjt of South Africa from the contemporary ' passive 
reeisiipoe ' of the suffragettes and others. It is not 
conceived as a weapon of the weak.

Passive resistance is used in tha orthodox English 
eenae and covers the Buffrageke movement as well 
as the resifibatioe of the Noo-conformiats, Passive re
sistance bao been conceived and is regarded as a 
weapon pf tbe wesk, Whilst it avoids violence, being
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nofc open to ihe weak, it does nob .esalttde its use if*, to 
the opinion of a passive resistor, the occasion demands 
it. However, ib baa always been distinguished from 
arm!:'! resisfcaooe and itia aDulioWion was i i  one tinea 
confinea to Christian martyrs;

OivU Disobedience is civil, broach of unmoral statu
tory snaoiinaeofes, The expression’ was, so far m  I am 
aware, coined by Tooreau bo signify b is  awn raaisfcaooa 
to toe Jaws of a slave stats. Ha has left a masterly 
fcteaiusa on fche duty of Ci-v i Disobedience.. But Thoresc 
was nob parh^na au out and out champion of otto* 
vioibtaoe. Probably, also* Thoreaa limited bis broach oC 
Bbafatbry Saws to toe revenue law, -i.e.% payment of taxes. 
Whereas liba term Oivil-'Diaobedianoe as practised in 1919 
severed a breach of any statutory and uimorn law. It 
signified toe resistor's outlawry in a oivil, i.e., no*; -violent 
roan nor, Pie invoked sbo sanctions of fche tow and 
cheerfully suffered imprison roan fc. It is a branch of 
Balyftgrab,

Non-cooperation predominantly inopltos with* 
drawing of oo-oparation from the State that in 
fche nou-ao-op:;rafcdr’a view has hatnooa corrupt and 
ejcolutlea Oivil-BiSobadieuoe of. the fierce type described 
above. By iha very nature. Non-co-operation is evan 
open to child ran of understanding and can be safely 
practised by the masses. Ovil D^cbeaienoa pre supposes 
fche habib of willing obadiehoe to laws without fear of 
febeir sanction a. It can therefore bo practised only &« a 
last resort and bv a eeieov few in fche firnb inafcnnoe &fc 
any rate. Non qg-operation, too, like OivlI-Disobadianee 
is a branch of Satyagrah which includes ail oon-vtolanb 
registonce for the vindication of Truth.

#
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INTROSPECTION*
Oo respondents have written to me in pathetic 

•language asking me not to <mmraife suieide in January,
-shoalt) Swgraj ha *106 attained by than and should I find 
myself outside the orison walls, I dad that language 
but inadi rjuaiioly expresses one’s sbought especially 
when the tbought i nee if is confused or incomplete. My 
■writing In the Navajivun was, I fannied, alee.:* enough.
Bub I observe that its ira'elation has bean misunderstood 
by many. The original ko'o baa 003 escaped the tragedy 
that baa overtaken the translation.

Oue great reason fo» the misunderstanding lies in my 
bamg aoOsidered almost a perifeob mao. Friends who 
,know -coy partiality for the Bbagavad-tJita have thrown 
relevant! verses at me, and sbown how my threat to 
-oommib suicide contradiote the teachings which 1 am 
attempting to live. Ail these mentors of mine seem to 
forget, that I am but a seeker after Truth. I claim to 
have found the way So it, I olaim to be making a 
omuseless effort to bod it. Bub I admit that I have not 
yet found it. To find Truth completely is to realise 
oneself and ana's destiny i>6., to become perfect. I am 
painfully conscious of my imperfections, and therein 
ties all the strength I possess, because it is a rare thing 
for a man to know his own limitations.

If I was a perfect man, I own I should not feel the 
miseries of my neighbours as I do. As a perfect mao 
1 should fcako note oi them, prescribe a remedy and 
compel adoption by the force of unchallengeable Truth 
in me. But as yet I only so® &a through a glass dar'ily

* From Young India.



and therefore 'have to carry oonviofeioti by alow and’ 
laborious processes, end then to o  not always with 
eu-ooeas- That being ho, I would be lees fihan human if 
with ail my knowledge of avoidable misery pervading 
the lfl»d and of the sight; of mare skeletons under the 
very shadow of the Lord of the Universe, 1 did not feel 
with and for all the suffering blit dumb millions of 
India, 1’he hope of a steady decline in that misery 
sustains me ; but suppose that with all my sensitiveness 
to Bufferings, to pleasure nod pain, cold and heat and 
with all my endeavour to carry the heaimg message of 
the spinning wheel to the heart, I have reached only the 
ear and never pierced the heart, suppose further that 
at the end of the year I find that the people are as 
sospliioal as they are to-day about the present possibility 
tit attainment of Swaraj by means of the peaceful 
revolution of the wheel, Suppose further, that I find' 
toai all the excitement during the pastii twelve months 
and more has been only an excitement and a stimulation 
bub no aettled belief in the programme, and lastly sup
pose' that the message of peace has not penetrated the 
hearts of Englishmen, should I cot doubt my ta p a s y a  

and feel my unworthinesB for leading the sirukjgla? As 
a true man, what should I do ? Should I not kneel down 
in all humility before my M-ker and ask Him to take 
away this useless body and make me a fitter instrument 
of sarvica ?

Swaraj does consist in the change of government 
ann its real control by the people, but that would be 
merely the form. The substance that I am hankering 
after is a definite acceptance of the means and therefore 
a real change of heart, on the part of the people. I  
am certain that it dons not require ages for Hindus

'm m m i ■ ' ■ ' ( S t
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to discard the error of u u ton ob ability, for Hindus and 
MasBaimaus bo abed enmity and accept heart friendship 
as an eternal faster of national life, for all to adopt the 
Gharkha as the only universal means of attaining lodiaa 
economic salvation, and filially for all to believe that 
India’s freedom has only through non-voilfloiae and ho 
other method. Definite, inkeUigeut and free adoption by 
tha nation of fchiB programme I hold as the attainment 
of the substance. The symbol, the transfer of p # e r ,  ia 
Bure to follow, even as the seed truly laid must develop 
in to '"a tree,

Tha reader will thus perceive, that what I accident- 
ally Stated to friends for the first tines in Pocma and then 
repeated to others was but a confession of my >rnpe;.“ 
factions and an axprasaion of ray feeling of unw#tb|rieas 
for tha great aause which (or the time being I seem to bo 
leading, I have enunciated no doctrine of despair. On 
the ocminrary I have folfi never so Sanguine as I do at the 
tntia of writing that we will gain the aubetabce during 
this year. I hkva stated at the same time as a practical 
idealist, that I should no more eel worthy to lead a cause 
which I might feel myself diffident of handling, i.iu 
doctrine of labouring without attachment as much a 
relenfclcBS pursuit of truth as a retracing after discovery 
of error and a renunciation of leadership without a pang 
after discovery of unworthiue^s. I have but shadowed 
forth my interne longing to lose myself ia the B ernal 
and become merely a lump of clay in the Potter a d i r o e  
hands so that my service may become more oorbau* 
because uninterrupted by the baser and in toe.
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THE SPINNING WHEEL

Khi February W h , 1922, Mr, Gandhi addressed 
the following Utter to Sir Daniel Hamilton from BardolL)

Mi’, Hodge writes (so me to fay that you would like 
*io have aa hoar’s ohat with me, Rod ha has suggested 
!im5 * ®h°wW opao the ground whiah I gladly do,. I will 
not taka up your time by trying to interest you in any 
other activity of mine except the spinning wheel. Of all 
‘oy outward nativities, I do believe that of the spinning 
wheel is the moat permanent and the most beneficial.
I have abundant proof now iso support my statement 
that oh a spinning wheel will save the problem of eoono- 
mio distress in millions of India’s homes, and it oonsti- 
tutas an effective insurauoe against famines.

You know the groat Scientist, Hr. P 0, Hay, bat 
you may not know that ba has also beoome an enlha- 
siftst on beheff of the spinning whoei. India does not 
astsd to be indaeftriAliiseo in the modern sense of the 
terra. It has 7>(jQ,000 villages soatfcered over a vast area 
1,900 railoB long, 1,500 miles broad The people ara 
rooted to the soil, and the vast majority are living a 
baud-to. mouth life, Whatever may be said so the con
trary, having travelled throughout the length and breadth 
of t3)a •aud with eyes open, having mixed with millions, 
there a-an be no doubt that pauperism is growing. There 
is no doubt also that the” millions ara living jQ etsfornod 
idleness for at least & months in the year. AgrieaUara 
doss dog nesd revolutionary abanges, Tb« .Indian peasant 
recjuiiets a supplementary industry. The moat natural is 
t>ho iuferoduotiou of the spinning wheal, not the baud-

1 . _____
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loom. The Fitter cannot be introduced in every b- rne, 
'whereas bha former can, end it used to be mo even a 
century ago, i t  was driven out not by economic presaora 
but by fore® deliberately mod as can be proved from 
authentic records. The restoration, therefore, of tbp 
spinning wheel solves the economic problem of India at- 
a stroke. I, know that you are a lover of India., and 
that yon are deeply interested in the economic and 
moral uplift of my country, I know too that you 
have great influence, I would like to enlist it cm 
behalf of the spinning wheel, la is the moat effective 
force for introducing successfnl Co-operative Societies. 
Without honest co-operation of lie  millions, the enter- 
pr- aa can never bo successful, and as it is already prov
ing a means of weaning thousands of women from a 
life of shame, it is as moral an instrument as it is 
economic.

I hope you will nob allow yourself to be prejudiced 
by anything you might have heard about my strange 
views about mechinory* 1 have nobbing to say rgainst
the levelopm ep of any other industry in India by 
means of machinery, but 1 do say that to supply India 
with cloth either manufactured outside or inside through 
gigantic Mills is an economic blunder of the first tnagn;-  
tude just as it would ha to supply cheap bread through 
huge bakeries established in the chief central? sn India 
and to destroy the family stove,
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LOVE, NOT HATE

[In a sense Lave, not hate ” is the essence of 
Mr, Gandhi s teaching, and. the following article written 
on receipt of a telegram announcing the arrest of Pandit 
Motilal Nehm and others at Allahabad on December 8„ 
contains the pith of Mr. Gandhi's political philosophy 
and methods, ,1s such the book may fittingly end with
this chapter, " The arrest," says Mr, Gandhi, "  positively 
filled me with joy, I thanked God for it."]

But) may joy was greater tor the bhowgbti, ibaf: whaf? 
I had feared would rsofa happen before the end of the year 
because of the ain of Bombay was now happening bv 
reawoti of the innocent suffering of the greatest and She 
beat in the land, These arrests of the feotally innocent 
is real Swaraj. Now there ia no shame its the AH 
Brothers and their companions remaining in gaol, India 

<■ has not) bean found undeserving of their immolation,
But my joy, wbioh 1 hope thousands share with uoe, 

is conditional upon perfect peace being observed whilst 
our leaders are one after another bakers away from us, 
Victory is complete if non-violence reigns supreme in spite 
of the arrests', disastrous defeat is a certainty if we cannot 
control all the elements so as to ensure peace, We are out 
to ba killed without killing. We have stipulated to go to 
prison without feeling angry or injured, We must not 
quarrel with the condition ol our own creating.

Ou the contrary our non-violence teaches us to love 
our enemies, By non-violanfe non-co-operation we seek 
iso conquer the wrath of the English administrators and 

i Jihoir supporters, We mush love them and pray to God
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Ibati they might have wisdom to see what appears to us 
to be their error, lb roast be the prayer of the strong 
and not of the weak, In our strength must we humble 
our elves before our Maker.

Io the moment of our trial and our triumph let me 
declare my faith. I believe in loving my enemies, I 
believe in non-violence as the only remedy open bo 
the Hindus, Mussulmans, Sikhs, Parsie, Ohrisii*Ds and 
Jews of India, I believe in feha power of suffering so 
melt the stoniest heart. The brunt of the battle must 
fail on the first three, The last named three are afraid 
of the combination of the first three. We must by our 
honest conduct demonstrate bo them that they are our 
kinsman, We muss by our conduct demonstrate to every 
Englishman that ha is as safe in -the remotest corner 
of India as he professes to feel behind the maohino 
gun.

Islam, Hinduism* Sikhism, Onriatianity, Zoroas
trianism and Judaism, in faob religion is on its trial. 
Either we believe in God and His righteousness or we 
do not. My association with the noblest of Mussulmans 
has taught rrta to see that Islam has spread not by the 
power of the sword but by the prayetfd !ova of an 
unbroken lias of its saints and fakirs. Warrant there 
is in Islam for drawing the sword; but the condi
tions laid down are so strict that thay are not 
capable of being fulfilled by everybody. Where is the 
unerring genera) to order Jehad ? Where is the »uffarin.aC19
the love and she purification that must precede the very 
idea of drawing the sword ? Hindus are at least as much 
bound by similar restrictions as the Mussulmans of India.
The Sikhs have bhair recent proud history to warn 
4ham against the |w qj t o te._  YV e are too imper/eofe,
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too impute and too selfish aa yet) to resorts to an armed 
conflict in the oauso of God «s Suauftdb AS* would gay, 
WHS a purified India ever need to.draw the sWord?’ And 

it was she definite process of purification we ooimneuesd 
last year at Calcutta,

What ncmst we then do? Surely rencwo non-violent 
and yeti strong enough to' offer as many willing victims 
as the Govert)mcnt may require for imprisontaenfe. Oar 
work must oontinua with clock-work regularity, Each 
province must) plant its own succession of leaders, Laiaji- 
has pet a brilliant exampls by making all the necessary 
arrangements, The chairman and tlia secretary must 
ha given in each province euaargomiy powers. The 
executive committees must be the spe* afloat possible. 
Every Congressman must b« u volunteer.

Whilst we must, not avoid arrest we rjcuab nob 
provoke it by giving umiaetsjjBaryf offence,

We must vigorously pros.sou the Swadeshi
campaign till we are fully organised for the manufacture 
of ail the hand-spun Khadi wa require and have brought 
about a complete boycott of foreign cloth,

'We must hold Kba Oougraea a'o anyr aosb in spite of 
the arrest of every ona of the leaders ut lass the Govern* 
meet dmgolvaite by force. And if wo ere neither cowed 
down nor provoked to violence but are able to continue 
national work, we have certainly attained Swaraj. Ear 
no power on earth can stop the onward march of a. 
peaceful, determined and godiy people

22154



i i l  ■ . . . ,  '■ <si.

APPENDIX I

I, MB. GANDHI'S RELIGION
The foltcmng account of Mr. Gandhi’s religions views irons 

the pen of the la te Rev, Jaieph Poke brings cut clearly the men- 
Hals of Hinduism as conceived by Mr, Gandhi:—

Mr, Gandhi  ̂religions views. atili bis piece in the theological 
woj id, have laterally he*o a subject cf much discus ion here. A 
few day a ago I was told that “be is a Buddhist,.” Not leng «>M)f 
a newspaper described him ab “a Christian >tnfcanmr.dnn* an ex- 
tracrdinary mixture indeed. Others inidgin'e that, ha worships 
idols, and would W quite p<< pared to'find n shrine in bis office, or 
diectvtr the trunk of Gurpmty projecting from, emong hie bfctku,
Not, a few believed him to be a. Theosopfci''! I question whether 
any system cf religion can absolutely held him. His views are too 
closely allied to Christianity to be entirely Hindu i Mid too deeply 
saturated with Hinduism to he culled Christian, while hie syUp. 
patfeies are so wide and catholic, that one would imagine “he has 
reached a point where the formulrc of sects are meaningless,”

One night, when the house was still, we argued out the 
matter into the morning, and these are the results,

His conviction is that old Hinduism, the Hinduism of the 
earliest records, was a pure faith, free from idolatry ; that• the 
spiritual faith of India has been corrupted by materialism, and 
heosuse of this she has lost her place in the van of the nations ; 
that, through the ages God, pervading all, has manifested Him- 
. elf in different forme, becoming incarnate, for purposes of 
salvation, With the object of leading men back into the right path.
The Gita makes Krishna say

“When religion decays and when irreligion prevails, then I 
tnaoilest myself. For the protection of the good, for the destruc
tion of evil, lor the firm establishment of the dharrna I am born 
again and again.”

"But,’ ’ said I, "has Christianity any essential place in your 
tbeckgj?” “If is part of it,” he said, "Jesus Christ is a bright re
velation ; that he is to ins,” I replied, "Not in the sense you 
mean,” he aaict frankly, "I cancel; set him on a solidary throne 
because 1 believe God has been incarnate again and again.”

To him, a religion 5s an intansdy practical thing It underlies 
all action. The argument so frequently used against the Passive 
Resistance campaign, that "it ta simply a political affair, wi>,3i
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moral dements in it but giving no relation to religion,” is to him 
a ooDtradiotion in terms. Politics, morals, commerce, all that hm 
to do with conscience must be religion,

Naturally, his imagination ia profoundly stirred by the 
Sermon on the Mount,” and the itf$» of self-renunciation pictured 

there, as well as in the Bhdgavad Oita and The Light of Asia 
vj;ua his complete assent. Sell-mastery, self-surrender, under the 
guidance of the Spirit ol God, are, in his oonoepbion of life, stepping- 
stones to he ultimate goal of all—-the goal of Buddha., the goal as 
ae interprets it, oi John the Evangelist—absolute absorption of 
redeemed Man in God,

I question whether any religious creed would be large enough 
to express hie views, or any Church system ample enough to shut 
him in. Jew- and .Christian, Hindu, Muhammadan, Farsi, Bud
dhist and Ooafnoian, all have tbeir places in fcis heart 'as children 
of the same Father. “ Are you then a Thaosophist ?” 1 asked, 
“ No,*' he said emphatically,''' J am not a Tkeosophisl. There is 
muoh in Theosophy that attracts me, bat I have never been able to 
subscribe to the creed of TheoBOphieiS.”

This breadth of sympathy is, indeed, one note of the Passive 
Resistance movement. It has bound together all flections of the 
Indian community, It would be impossible to determine which 
religious section has done moat for its interest®. Mr, OaohiUia,
Mr, Dawad Muhammad and Mr. Bawaaaer are followers of Islam;
Mr, Parsee Rustomjee and Mr. Borabj; are Zoroastriana ; Mr. G,P,
Vyas and Mr. Thambi Naidoo are Hindu leaders, AH have suffered 
imprisonment, and all have rendered unstinted service, while 
common suffering has drawn those and other helpers into a brother
hood of sympathy to which. differences of creed are forgotten.

An inoidenfc of last August will illustrate this statement.
When "the old offender,”  Mr Thambi Naidoo, the Tamil leader, 
was sent to prison for the third time, to do “ hard labour " for a 
fortnight, Mr, Gandhi suggested that we should visit the sick wife 
together, I assented gladly. On our way we were joined by tbs 
Moulvie and the Imam of tbo Mosque, together with the Jewish 
gentleman. It was a ourious assembly which gathered to comfort the 
little Hindu woman m her home—two Muhammadans, a Hindu, a 
Jew and a Christian. And there she stood, her eldest boy support
ing her and the ’ ears trickling between her fingers. She was within 
a few days of the Bufferings of mot herhood. After we had bent to
gether in prayer, the Mouivie spoke a few words of comfort in Urdu, 
and we each followed, saying what wo .could in our own way to 
give her cheer. It was one of the many glimpses which ws have 
lately had of that divine love, whioh mocks at boundaries of creed, 
and limits of race or colour. It was a vision of Mr, Gandhi's 
ideal.

Owing, chiefly to his sense of the saoredueas of life, and of his 
views oi health, vegetarianism is with him a religious principle.



was fought oat ia childhood under his mother’s influ- 
aao«. But sin0e that time nbatinenca from all animal iooU hag 
become a matter of strong aooviation with him, and ha l reaches it 
aealously. Whan, in these Transvaal prisons, the authorities pst- 
Dialed ia cdfjkiug the crushed mealies o£ the prisoners ia animal 
(at, his followers preferred to starve rather than touch it,

Tfc is also part of hia oreed to live simply. B e believes that all 
luxury is wrong He teaches that a great deal cl siokneea, ana 
most of the sin's of our day, may bo traced to this source. To hold 
in the flesh with a strong hand, to crucify it, to bring the needs of 
hia own life, Thoroau and Tolstoi -liko, within the narrowest limits, 
are positive delights to him, only to be rivalled by Lhe joy of 
guiding other lives into the same path.

I write this in the house in whioh he usually fives when iu 
• Johannesburg. Yonder ia the open stove—there ia the rolledmp 
mattress on whioh he sleeps. It would be difficult to imagine a life 
leas open to the assaults of pride or si >th than the Ills |>ved here. 
Everything thainan minister to the flash is adjured, Qi all men,
Mr. Gandhi reminds one of 'Purity Pass, oi whom Kucduig 
w rites '-“ He had used ' hia wealth aud his power for what fab 
knew both tube worth, had taken honour when it oame .n his 
way ; ho had seen men and cities far arid near, and men a.,d cities 
had Htood up and honoured him. Now he would let these things 
go as a inau drops the cloak ha needs no longer,” This is a 
I r ’ipluo piotme of our friend. Ha simply does what ha behaves to 
be his duty, accepts every experience that ensues with calmufSB, 
takes honour if is comes, without pride ; aud than, lets it go ns a 
man drops the oloak ha needs no longer,” should duty bring dis
honour. In the position of "Puma Bhugat,” he would do easily 
wh »t the Bhagat did, and no one, even now, would be surprised to 
sea him go forth at some aall which no one else oan hear, his 
otutoh under this arm, his begging bowl in his hand, an antelope 
skin flung around him, and a «msle of deep content on his lipa.

“ That man alone is wise
Who keeps the mastery of himself, ”

Mr Gandhi is not a Christian in any orthodox sense, Perhaps 
orthodox Christianity has itself to blame for this. There is little 
inducement in those Colonies for an Indian to recognise the Loveli
ness of Christ under the disguise in whioh Christianity clothes the 
Lord. What interest has the Christian Churoh in Johannesburg 
shown in these thousands from India and China, whit for years 
have been resident iu out midst ?. Practically none. Are they 
encouraged to believe that they, too, are souls for whom Christ- 
died ? By co moans. Hare and there individual efforts have been 
mad®, and some few Indians attend Christian places of worship, 
hut for the most part they have hwen left severely alone, while tha 
few men, who have tried to show that tbre is still a heart of love 
in the Churoh of Christ, aud have dared to apeak a word on behalf ot
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ifcluile'nhg people, have bean subjected to all manna* of abase, cad 
have been made to suffer with them. It ia this discrepancy bet
ween a beautilnl oread and our treatment of the Indian at the door, 
which repels the mao who thinks.

We have failed, too, I believe, to realise the inwardness of this 
Passive Resistance movement ; nod the apparent indifference of 
the Churches has been deeply felt by these man, In reality, it is 
not. a tirade dispute, nor is it a political move t these are incidents 
of the straggle, It 1» a sign of the a wakening of the Asiatics to a 
Sense of their manhood, the token that they do net mean, to play 
a servile or degraded part in otir Society ; if is their claim, put for-. 
Ward in Suffering, to be treated by Christians in a Christian way. 
This is the wonderful vision which Government and CSmrohes alike 
have failed to see.

Meanwhile, although, to my thinking, the seeker has not yet 
reached the goal, that wonderful experience of Christ vhioh is the 
glory of the Christian faith, enriching the wealthiest life, tied 
giving new power to the strong, I cannot forget what the Master 
himself said :—"Not everyone who saith unto me, Lord, shall enter 
the Kingdom of heaven, but he that doetfc the will of my Father , 
which is in heaven," (From Rev, Doke’Q Gandhi).
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rr. the .'rules add begulatiofs of
SATYAGRAHaBRAMA *

OBJECT
%  object of this hem'? is to learn bow to serve fcha mother

land and to serve it,
Divisions

This homa is divided into three classes ;—Managers, Candi
dates and Students,

CD Managers

Managers believe that, in order to learn how to serve the 
country, the following observanoes should ba enforced in their own 
lives, and they have been doing so for some time.

I. The V o w  of Truth
It is not enough that ono ordinarily does not resort to (un* 

truth ; one ought to know that no deception may be practised even 
for the good of the oountry, that Truth may require opposition to 
one's parents and elders. Consider the example of Frahlad,

2 , The vow  of ahimsa (Non-killin g )
H is not enough not to take the life of any living being. The 

follower of this Vow may not hart oven those whom he beiieVes 
to ba unjuat; he may not be angry with them, he must 
love them; thus ha would oppose the tyranny whether of parents, 
government;: or others, but will never hurt the tyrant. The 
follower of Truth and Ahimsa will oonguer the tyrant by love, 
he will not carry out the tyrant's will but he will suffer punish 
men! even unto death for disobeying his will until the tyrant 
himself is conquered,

3, THE VOW OF CELIBACY
It is well nigh impossible to observe the foregoing two Vows 

uulsea celibacy is also ooserved : for this vow if is not enough 
that one does not look upon another woman with a lustful eye, 
he has so to control his animal passions that they will not ba 
moved even in thought; if he is married he will not have a car
nal mind regarding his wife but considering her as his life-long, 
friend, will establish with her the relationship of perfect purity,

* A translation of the Gujarati draft constitution.
' ;; ■ i ’ q. i s. -  WjUbj,..
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4. CONTROL OP THE PALATE
Cfotil one bAS overcome the pleasures of the palate it h diffi

cult to observe the foregoing Vows, more especially that of celi
bacy. Control o£ the Palate is therefore treated as a separate 
observance. One desirous of serving the country will believe 
that eating is necessary only for sustaining the body, he will, 
therefore, daily regulate »ad purify hia diet and will either 
gradually or immediately in accordance with his ability leave 
off such foods as may tend to stimulate animal past-ions or arc 
otherwise unnecessary.

5, THE VOW OP NON-STEALING
It is not enough not to steal what is commonly considered as 

other men’s property, f: is theft if we use articles which we do
not really need, Nature provides item day to ds.v just enough and 
so more for our daily needs,

6, The Vow op Non-possession
It is not enough not to possess and keep much, but it is neces- 

sr-ry not to Veep anything which may not, bo absolutely necessary 
for our bodily wants; thus if one can do without chairs, one should 
do so. The follower oE this vow will, therefore, by constantly 
thinking thereover, simplify his life.

subsidiary Observances

Two observances are reduced from the foregoing.
1, SWADESHI

It is inconsistent with Truth to use articles about which or 
about whose makers there is a possibility of deception, There
fore, for instance, a votary of Truth will not use articles m&mi- 
factored in the mills of Manchester; Germany or India, for he 
does not know that there is no deception about them. More
over labourers suffer much in the mills. Use of fire in the mills 
causes enormous destruction of life besiduH killing labourers before 
their time. Foreign goods and goods made by means of com
plicated machinery are, therefore, tabooed to a votary of Ahimsa, 
Further reflection will show that use of suoh goods will involve 
a breach of the vows of non-steeling end non-possession, We 
wear foreign Rood? in preference to simple goods made in our 
own hand looms because custom attributes greater beauty r-o 
them. Artificial beatifying of the body is a hindrance to a 
Brahmaotaart ; hs will, therefore, avoid the use of any but 
the simplest goods Therefore tha vow of Swadeshi requires the 
use of simple and simply made clothing to the exclusion of 
even buttons, foreign cuts, etc,, an,i so will Swadeshi be appiied 
to every department, of life,

a. Fearlessness
He who in anted upon by fear oan hardly follow Truth or 

Ahimsa, Managers will, the efore, endeavour to ha free Itazik
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% e fear of kings, people, caste, families, thieves, robbers, fero
cious animals such as tigers ard even death. A truly fearless 
man will defend himself against others by truth-foree or soul' 
force,

Vernaculars
It is the belief ef the managers that no nation can make 

real progress by abandoning its own languages I they will, 
therefore, tram themselves through the medium of their respec
tive vernaculars and as they desire to be on terms of intimacy 
with their brethren from ail parts of India, they will learn tins 
chief Indian languages, and as Sanskrit is the key to ail the 
Indian languages, they will learn that also.

Hand L abour

Managers believe that, body labour is a duty imposed by nature 
upon mankind- We may, therefore, resort to bodily labour alone 
for our sustenance and uae our mental and spiritual powers for the 
common good only, and as the largest percentage in the world liven 
upon agriculture, managers will devote soma part of their time to 
working on the land ; and when such is not possible, perform seme 
other bodilv labour.

Hand Looms
Managers believe that one of the chief oauses of poverty in the 

land is the virtual disappearance of cotton-spinning wheels and 
hand .looms. They will, therefore, make a great effort to revive 
this industry by working upon hand looms themselves.

POLITICS
Politics, economic progress, etc., are not considered to be inde

pendent branches of learning but that they ate all rooted in religion.
An effort will, therefore, be made to learn Politics, Eeonomioe,
Social Reform, etc,., in a religious spirit, and work in connection 
with those matters will be taken up by the managers with energy 
and devotion.

(2) CANDIDATES
Those who are drsircUH of following out the foregoing pro

gramme bur are not able immediately to take tho necessity 
vows may be admitted as candidates, It is obligatory upon them 
to conform to the observances referred to above, though they do 
not take ihe vows, whilst they are in ihe Ashram and Ahoy will 
occupy the status of managers, when they are able to tako the 
necessary vows,

<3) STUDENTS
1. Any children whether boys or'giils from -four yearB; and 

upwards may be admitted.
2, Parents will have to surrender all control over their 

children.
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3. Children may not be permitted to visit Shair parents until 
the wbolft oourat; ot study is finished,

4, Students will ba taught to observe ail the vows observable 
by the managers.

5, They will be fcjfcogh; principles ot religion, agriculture, 
a*ua loom vyeav.iog <*ud literature,

6 , Literary fcaowtedge wifi ba imparted shroagb the respective 
vernaculars of tbs students anl wifi include History, Qaagtupby, 
Mathematics, RaOnonj,^!, oto,, learning of StiRkri1;, Hindi and at 
least one Dravidhvn "Vernacular is obligatory,

7. English will be taught as a second language.
8. They will be taught Urdu, Bengali, Tamil, T’elagu m i  

Pevarksgiri characters,

9. Managers believe that the whole course will be completed 
in ten yeats. Upon reaohlug the age cj| majority, students will ba 
given the option of taking the vows rafecred to in seetiou 1 or retire 
from tha Ashram, if its programme has not .bumoaeaded itself to 
them.

10, This option they will exercise when no longer they will 
require the assistance of fchaie parents or other guardians,

11. Every endeavour will he made to taaok tha students from 
the very beginning not to have the fear, “ what shall l do for my 
maiocsnaaoe if and when I brooms an independent man.”

12, Grown up persona also may ba admitted as students.
11, As a rule the simplest and the same style of clothing will

le warm fey all,
14 Pood will be simple, Chillies will be sxolutlfld altogether 

and no condiment a will bo ussd generally except salt, pepper anil 
turmeric, Milk and its products being a hindrance to a celebate 
iila and milk being often a cause of tuberculosis, and having the 
same stimulating qualities as meat will be most sparingly used if at 
ail. Pood will be served thcioe. Xu it dried and fresh fruits will be 
liberally used. AH iu the Aabra® will ba taught principles of 
Hygiene,

15, Thera will be no vaoaciou in this Ashram and no holidays 
as a rule, but during lilt days per week the ordinary routine will bo 
altered and students wiil hava leisure to attend fco their private 
personal work,

16. During 3 months m the year those whose health permits 
will ba enabled feci travel mostly on foot in tha different parts of 
India.
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x i No few Will be charged either Against student! or oandi-
dates bar parents or mem here themselves Will be expected to son- 
tribute as much aa they can towards she expenses of the Aahraca.

Miscellaneous

The management will be controlled solely by the managers,
The chief manager Will control all ad mission b. The expenses of 
conducting the Ashram are being met tcom moneys already receiv
ed by the chief manager and being reoeived from friends who »sa 
more or lass believers in this Ash. an. The Ashram is situated in 
H houses on the banks of the Sabanoati, Ahmcdabad. It is expect
ed that iu a low months <10011; lOQ acres of ground will be acquired 
for locating the Ashram thereon,

NOTICE
Visitors are requested during their stay' at the Ashram to 

observe as nearly as possible the rules of the Ashram. Elvery 
endeavour will be made to them comfonablo ; but they will
confer upon the management & favour if they will bring with them 
their bedding and eating utensils. Those parents who intend send
ing their children to the Ashram are a d v iB e d  to visit the Ashram.
No children will ba admitted without being thoroughly examined 
as to their mental and moral condition.

• e°t&X 1 ' . . ■ ■ ■ ' ..
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2^  G ujarat Sabha of Akmedabad under tJie direction of Mr,
; Gandhi devised an excellent idea of presenting a monster 

T0tit\on to the Right Hon'ble Mr, Montaqul the Secretary of Slate 
for India, and 11. IS, the Viceroy %n 1917, supporting the Congress- 
■ Lieague Scheme of Self-Government for India, Th- idea teas 
toiten up by the- leading political organizations in India, The 
following is (He English translation of the Gujarati petition ;—

H io. 'Mi.'S, S. Montagu, Secretary of State for 

#  v p8** ôa °* tixa British Subjects of Gujarat humbly

(1) Thfl petitioners have .considered and understood the 
■owarjij gobeniR preparedby the Council of the Ali-Iadia Moslem 

eague and the All-India Congress Committee and unauimous- 
adopted Jast year by the Indian National Congress aod the Ail- 

Jadia MoaLm League.
{S) The petitionfre approve of the scheme.

} n l^e opinion o( the petitioners, the reforms
J“  'he aforemsntjoced schema are absolutely n'eeesaary in 

I**9 interests of India and the Empire,
}a ^dbor the petitioners’ belief that without such 

Bhirtns India will not witness the era of true contentment.
5'or these reasons vhe petitioners respectfully pray that you 

win oe pleased to give full consideration to and accept the reform- 
proposals and thus nnder successful your visit taken at great 
mConvemenoe and fulfil the national hope,

And for this act of kindness, ths potiticners shall, for over, 
latUMa grateful.

B ulbs  fob Volunteers

Mr, Gandhi also devised the following rules for the Volunteers 
so obtain signature :~-

1. In taking statures to the petition, first it must be as
certained whether the person signing correctly understands the 
scheme described in the petition or not.

2 . In order to make peopiB Understand the scheme, it Bfaduld 
Co read out to the inhabitants cf the place, called together by a 
Botinoatlon prepared by the Babba, If, ip snob reading the people 
raise any new question, which cannot be answered out of the
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Foreword, then the Volunteer should not decide the point himself ' 
but should refer it to the Chief of his own Circle ; and the ques
tioner should not be allowed to sign eo long as ha has not been 
satisfied.

3. It should ba clearly kept iu mind that no kind of pres
sure is to be used on any inhabitant of any place,

i. Care should be taken that Government servants, as also 
paoplB who are unable to understand, do not sign by oversight.

5. Signatures should not be taken from young people, who 
appear to be under the age of eighteen,

6 . Signatures should not be taken from school-going stu
dents whatever their ago may be,

7. There is no objection in taking signatures from any man 
or woman if the Volunteer is convinced that he or she can under
stand the matter,

8 . A naan or woman who is unable to read or write, should 
be mode to put his or her oross and an authentication of it by a 
well-known person of the place should be placed opposite the 
cross,

9. It should be kept iu mind that each signature is to be 
taken on two forma.

10 . The papers should be preserved without being soiled or 
cram bled.

11. The papers which are not signed Bhould at once ho sent 
to the Head Office ; and a report should at onoa ba sent to the 
Head Office from the place where a meeting has been held or 
some attempt made,

l ‘i. The Volunteer has no authority to make any speech 
on any subject outside the scope of petition or on any subject 
relating to but not included in the Foreword,

13, First the inhabitants of a place should be called together 
and the Foreword read out io them and their signatures taken. 
After that as many houses as oan be practicable should be visited 
fend the signatures of the rest of the men and women taken. Rat 
these should be taken only after the Foreword has been explained,

U, If while visiting places or oalling together people, the 
police or any other officials object, the Volunteer should politely 
reply that so long as the Head Office does not direct the cessation 
of work he would have to continue his work. If in doing this, be 
is arrested by the police, he should allow hitaself to be "arrested, 
but ha should not resist the polios. And if such a thing happens, 
he should at oaoe send a detailed report to the Head Office If peo
ple themselves hesitate to gather together through the fear of the 
police or for any other cause, the Volunteer should give up that 
place and should at 0noe give information of such an occurrence to. 
the Head Office,



/f̂ % n
 ̂ .. lAw » ̂ d

IV XHffi 8WADE3HI VOW
_ The following are translations of Mr. M. K. Gandhi’s two 

articles on Swadeshi contributed to vernacular papers on the day 
previous to that which was fixed for taking that vow in Bombay.
Ths English versions originally appeared in the “ Bombay 
Chronicle”.

I
Although the desire for Swadeshi animating a largo number of 

people at the present moment is worthy of all praise, *t seems to 
me fcb:&| they have not fully realised she difficulty in the Way of JtS 
observance. Vows are al ways taken only in respect of matters 
otherwise difficult of accomplishment. When after a series of 
efforts we fail tn doing cerium things, by taking a vow so do them 
we draw a cordon round ourselves, from which wa may never be 
free and thus ws avoid failures. Anything less than such ififlesibia 
determination cannot be oaliad a vow. it is not a pledge or vow 
when we say wa shall so far as possible do certain acts, If by saying 
that we shall, so far as we can only has Swadeshi articles, we oao 
be deemed' to have taken the Swadeshi vow, then from the Viceroy 
down to the labouring man very few people would be found who 

•mould apt be considered tip have taken the pledge, but m  want to go 
outside thus circle and aim at a much higher goal. And there is as 
much difference between the act contemplated by us »»d the aots 
above described *s there is between a right angle and ail other 
angles. And if. wa decide to taka the Swadeshi vow in this spiris it 
is clear that it is well nigh impossible to take an aU-aomprabeasive 
vow.

after having given deep consideration to the matter for a 
number of years, it is sufficiently do mo a seated to me that we can 
taka the full Swadeshi vow only in respect of our olosiring, whether 
made of cotton, silk or wool, Even in observing this vow ws shall 
have so face many difficulties in she initial stages and chat is only 
proper. By patronising foreign olotk we have committed a deep 
sin, We have abandoned an occupation whioh, in point of import, 
anoe, is second only to agriculture, and we ate face to fane with a. 
total disruption of a calling to which Kabir wav born and which he 
adorned, Cue meaning o! the Swadeshi vow suggested by me is 
that in taking it we desire to do penance for our sins, that we desire 
So resuscitate tbs almost lost art of band-weaving, and that we are 
determined to save our Hindustan ororea of rupees whioh go out of 
it annually io exchange for the cloth wa receive. Such high results 
cannot be attained without difficulties ; there must be obstacles in 
She way. Things easily obtained are practically of no value, but,



m p ) ( c i
THE SVTADESflt' VOW

however difficult of observance that pledge may be, seme day or 
ethor there -is no escape from, it, if we want oor country to rrsc to jfg 
lull height. And we afcs-11 then accomplish the vow when we r ' all 
deem it a religions duty to nee only that cloth which is enp-ely 
prodrned m the country and refrain from using any another.

A Hasty Generalisation

Friends tell me that. at'the present moment we have not 
enonga. Swadeshi doth to supply i.u: wants and that the existing 
mills are too few for the purpose. This appears to me to. be a bnsty 
generalisation. We can hardly ezpeoi euob good fortune as to have 
thirty crores of covenanters for Swadeshi. A hardened optimist 
data not aspect more than a few hshho and I antioipat ■ no difficulty 
in pr oviditig them with Swadeshi cloth, bat where there is a ques
tion oC tdig. on there is no room for thoughts of difficulties. The 
general climate of India is such that we require very little clothing.
It is no exaggeration to tay that threa-fourthe of the middle c.!nbb 
population use much unnecessary olr:.b:rg, Moreover when many 
men take ihe vow there would be eet up many spinning wheels and 
hand looms. India can produce innumerable weavers, they are- 
merely awaiting encouragement. Mainly two things are needful,
»»*., seif-denial and honesty. If ia self-evident that the coven
anter must possess ihet.s two qualities, but in order to enable people 
to observe such si great vow comparatively easily, our merchants 

. also will need to bo blessed with these qualities. An honest and 
self-denying merchant will spin his yarn only from Tudiso 
notion and -confine weaving only to such cotton. He will onlv nt  ̂
those dyes which are made in India. When a man desires to uu a 
thitg. ho cultivates the necessary a-sility to remove difficulties in 
biu path,

DESTROY ALL FOREIGN CLOTHING
It is net enough that we manage if necessary with as little 

clothing as possible; but for a fall observance it is further naotssa-y 
to destroy all foreign clothing, in our possession, If we are satisfied 
that we erred in making use of foreign cloth, that we have done an 
imnense injury to India, that we have all but destroyed the race 

of weavers, cloth stained with each sin is only fir to be destroyed.
In this connection it is necessary to understand the dietinctson 
between Swadeahi and Boycott. Swadeshi iB a religious concep
tion It is the natural duty imposed upon ever; man. The well
being of people depends upon it and the Swadeshi vow cannot be 
taken in a punitive or tevengeful spirit.. The Swadeshi vow ie not 
derived from auy extraneous happening, whereas Boycott ia ■, 
purely worldly and political weapon, It la rooted iu iii-wiii ana a 
desire for pe.ishm eot; and I can see nothing but harm .n the end 
for a nation that resortB to boycott. One who wishes fio be a 
Satyagraht ior ever cannot participate in any Boycott movement 
and a perpetual Svyagraba is impossible without Swadeshi. This 
is the meaning I have understood to be given to boycott, It has
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•been suggested that we should boycott British goods till the 
Bowlatt legislation is Withdrawn, and that the boycott should 
terminate with f,ha removal of that legislation. Id such a scheme 
of boycott it is open to us to take Japanese or other foreign goods, 
even though they may be rotten. If I must uao foreign goods, 
having political relations with England I would only take English 
goods and consider such conduct to be proper.

In proclaiming a boycott of British goods we expose 
miraelves to the charge of desiring to punish the English, 
but we have no quarrel with them ; one quarrel is with the 
Governors, And, aoQOfding to the law of ttatyagraha, wa may not 
harbour any 111-wi 11 even against, the rulers, and as we may harbour 
no ill-will, I cannot see the propriety of resorting to Boycott,

thb Swadeshi Pledge
For a complete observance of the restricted Swadeshi vow 

suggested above, 1 would advise the following text; —“ With God as 
my witness, I solemnly declare that from lo-day I Hhall confine 
myself, for my personal requirements, to the use of doth, 
manufactured in India from Indian cotton, silk and wool; and I 
Shall altogether abstain from using foreign doth, and I shall 
destroy all foreign cloth in my possession,”

II.
For a proper observance of the pledge it is really necessary to 

use only handwoven doth made out of handspun yarn, Imported 
yarn even though spun out of Indian cotton and woven hi India is 
net Swadeshi cloth. We shall reach perfection only when our 
cotton is spun in India on indigenous spinning wheels and 
yarns eo spun is woven on similarly made har. i looms. But the 
requirements of the foregoing pledge are met if we all only use 
olor,h woven by means of imported machinery from yarn spun from 
Indian ootton by means of similar machinery,

l may add that the oovananiera to the raacrioted Swadeshi 
referred to here will not rest satisfied with Swadeshi clothing only,
They will extend the vow to all other things as far aB possible.

English-Owned Mills
I am told that there are in India English-owned mills which 

do not admit Indian shareholders, If this information be true, I 
would consider oioth manufactured in such mills to be foreign 
cloth. Moreover, such cloth bears the taint ol ill-will. However 
well-made such oloth may be it should be avoided,

Thousands of men believe that by using cloth woven 
in Indian mills they comply with the requirements of the 
Swadeshi vow. The fact is that most fine oloth is made 
out of foreign cotton spun outside India. Th-rsfore the 
gjjly satirlaqtipu to be derived from the use of such oloth
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Hue oloth only foreign yarn is used. The use of such oloth does 
not amount to an nbservanoe as Swadeshi. To say so it? simple 
self-deoaptioo, S&tyagraba, i e., thaisseaoe on truth it necessary 
even ict Swadeshi. When men will say, ‘ we shall ooiifiue ourselves 
to pure Swadeshi cloth, ovrn though wo may have to remain satis
fied wuh i» mere loiuoloth,'and when women will resolutely say, 
‘we shall observe' pure Swadeshi even though we may have to res- 
triut ourselves to clothing just enough to satisfy the sense of 
modesty,’ then shad we ho Successful in the observance of the great 
Swadeshi vow, ff a few thousand men and women ware to take 
the Swadeshi vow in this spirit others will try to imitate them so 
far as possible. They will than begin to examine their wardrobes 
in the 1'gbfc of Swadeshi. Those who are not attached to pleasure? 
and. personal adornment, X venture to say, oan give a groat impetus 
■to Swadeshi,

K m  To Economic salvation
Qouacaily speaking, there are very few villages l •» India without 

•weavers. From time immemorial we have had village farmers 
■and village weavers, as we have village carpenters shoemakers, 
okoksraiths, etc,, but oar farmers have become poverty-stricken 
ami pur weavare have patronage only from the poor classes Bv 
snpplyicg them with Indian cotton spun in India we can obtain 
she oloth we may need. For the time being it may be coarse, but 
by constant endeavours wa oan get our weavers to. weave out flue 
yarn and so doing we shall raise our weavers to a better statue, and 
»f we would go a step still further we oan easily gross the an > of 
diffioulties lying in our path, We can easily teach our women amt 
our children to spin and weave cotton, and what c m be purer than 
oloth woven in our own home ; I say it from my experience chat 
acting in ibis way we shall be saved from many a hardship we 
shall ba ridding ourselves of marry an utmaoasBary ueed, end'otir 
life wnl no one song of joy and beauty, I always hear divine 
voices felling me in my ears that snob life was a matter of fact ones 
io India, but even if such an India be the idle dream of the post, it 
does not matter. Is it net necessary to create such an India now 9 
Does not our purushdrtha He therein ? 1 have bean travelling; 
throughout India. I cannot bear the heart-rending cry of the 
poor. Tua young and old all tell me, ‘we cannot get cheap oloth 
we have not the means wberewtb to oui'•»?.* o dear cloth. Every
thing is dear, provisions, cloth arid all, What arc we to do ?' aod 
they have a sign of despair. It is my du.y to give these man a 
satisfactory reply. It, is the duty of every servant of the country 
but 1 am unable fee give a satisfactory reply, Is should bo intoler
able lot ail thinking Indiana that gar raw materials should be 
exported to Europe and that we have to pay heavy prices therefore 
Tbehrataud the last remedy for this is Swadeshi. Wa are not 
bound to Bell our cotton to anybody, and when Hindustan rings’ 
With the echoes of Swadeshi, ao produoar of cotton will sell it fug

THE SWADESHI VOW
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sta being ttMtttufaatured in foreign countries- When Swadeshi per
vades the oountry every ava -Wi.il be set s-thinking why ootfcctt 
should not ba refined and spun and woven ia the place where it is 
produced, and when the Swadeshi mantra resounds In every e «  
millions of men will have in their hands the key to the economic 
salvation of India, Training for this does not require hundreds of 
years. When the religious sense Is awakened people’s thoughts 
undergo a revolution in a single moment. Only selfless sao-ifloe is 
the sine qua non. The spirit of sacrifice pervades the Indian 
atmosphere at the present moment, if we (ail ha prsacfe Swadeshi 
at this supreme' moment we. shat! have to wring our hands in 
despair, I beseech every .Hindu, Mussaiman, Sikh, Parsi, Chris
tian and Jew, who believes that he belongs to this country to take 
the Swadeshi vow and to nek others also to do likewise, It is my 
humble belief that if We cannot do even this little far our country, 
we are born in it in. vain, Those who think deep will sea that such 
Swadeshi contains pure economics. I hope that every man and 
•woman will give serious thought to mv humble suggestion. Imita
tion of English economics will spell our ruin.
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APPENDIX. II

APTBECIATIOOT

Count Leo Tolstoy

“ God help our dear brothert and oo-workers ia the Transvaal! 
That sanw struggle ot the tender against the harsh of meekness 
and love against pride and violence, is every year making itself 
mote and more Hell here among us also, especially in one of the 
very sharpest of the coofiicits of the religious law with the worldly 
laws, ia refusals of Military Bewka. Sucsh refusals at.e becoming 
aver more aud more freijuent. I greet you fraternally, and am glad 
S, have iatwicrerse with you.’ " * * *

Yens* activity in the Transvaal, au it seems to us, at the end 
of the world, is the moat essential work, the most important of 
all the work now being done in the world, and in which not 
only the nations of tbs Christian, but of all the world, will 
unavoidably take part. (Letter to Mr, Gandhi.)

PBOF, Gilb e b t  Musa ay

Let me take a present day instance of this battle between a 
soul and a Govarnment, a vary curious instance, because it is 
almost impossible without more knowledge than moat people ia 
Fmglftnd possess to say who was wrong and who right.

About the year 1889 a young Indian student called Mohandas 
tvarameband Gandhi, came to England to study law. He wua 
rich and olever* of a cultivated family, gentle and modest in hie 
scanner. He .jcUaeseei and oshaved like other people, There was 
nothing particular about him to show that hr- had already taken a 
Jain vow to abstain from wine, from ^eeh, and from sexual 
intercourse. He took his degree and became a successful 
lawyer in Bombay, but he cared more for religion than law. 
Gradually hits asceticism increased. He gave away all hie 
money to good causes except the meagrest allowance. He took 
vows of poverty, He ceased to practise at the law because hie 
religion—a raystioism which seems to be as olosely related to 
Christianity 00 it is to any traditional Indian religion—forbade 
him to take part in a system which tried to do right oy violence, 
When I met him in England in 1914, be ate, I believe, only rioe, 
and drank only water, and slept on the fioor 1 and bio wife who 
seemed to be his companion in everything, lived in the same way. 
His conversation war that of a cultivated tuJ well-read man 
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: 'with » certain indefinable BUggestioo of saialJineas. His patrio
tism,'which is combined with an enthusiastic support of England 
against Germany, is iaterwovau with his religion, and aims 
at the moral regeneration of India on the Imes of indfan 
thought, with no barriers, bqtweep oil'd Indian and another, feu 
the exclusion as f|$| as possible of the influence of the Weefc 
With its industrial slavery, its material civilisation, its motley- 
worship, and its wars. (I am merely stating this view, of coarse, 
not eitUsc ctitiioising it or suggesting that it is eight,}

Oriental peoples, perhaps owing ca eassee connected with their 
form of civilisation, ara apt to ba enormously influenced by great 
saintliness of ob-raeter when they see it. Like all great masses of 
ignorant people, however, they need some very plain and simple 
test to assure. theta that their hero is really a sains sod not it 
humbug, and the test they habitually apply is that of self denial. 
Take vows of poverty, Isvs on noe and water and they will listen 
to your preaching aa Several of out missionaries have found ; come 
'to them eating’and drinking and dressed ir» expensive European 
clothes—and they feel differently. It is far from a perfect test, but 
there is something in it, At any rate I am told that Gandhi’s 
influence in India is now enormous, almost equal to that of his 
friend, the late Mr, Gokbale

And now for tha battle. In South Africa there « e  soma 
150,000 Indians, chiefly in'Natal ; and the South African Govern- 
monk, feeling that the colour question in its sarritories was quite 
BtiflfioientJy difficult already, determined to prevent the immigration 
of t̂ry more Indians, ana it possible to expel those who were 
already there, This last could cat he done. It violated a treaty : 
it was opposed by Natal, where much of the industry depended an 
Indian labour; and it was objected to bv Indian Government 
and the Home Government. Then began a long smuggle. The 
whites of South Africa determined to make life in South Africa 
undesirable, if not for all Indians, at least for all Indians above 
the coolie class, Indians were specially taxed; were made to register 
in a degrading way ; they were classed with Negroes ; their thumb- 
prints ware taken by thggff.olice m it they werecriminals. If, owing 
in the scruples of the Government, the Saw was m any case too 
lenient, patriotic mobs undertook to swtnody the defect, Quito 
early in' the struggle the Indians to South Africa asked Mr. Gandhi 
■jo come and heto them. He came as a barrister in 1893 ; he was 
forbidden to plead. He proved his right to plead ; he won hia case 
against the Asiatic Exclusion Act on grounds of constitutional i&w, 
and returned to India. Gandhi came again in 1895, He wan 
mobbed and nearly killed at Durban. I will not tell in detail how 
he settled flown eventually in South Africa aa a leader and 
counsellor to his people; how he found a settlement in tha 
country outside Durban, where the workers should live directly 
on the land, and ail be bound by a vow of poverty, Her many
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ŜL.̂;sf:eStfi, he was engaged in constant passive resistance to the 
Sfevetument and constant efforts to raise and ennoble the in
ward Ufa of tbs Indian community. Eat be was unlike other 
strikers or resistors in this: that mostly the rsaisfcer takes 
advantage of any difficulty■ of she Government in order to press 
his claim the harder. Gandhi, when tfco Govern meat was in any 
difficulty that he thought serious, always relaxed bis resistance 
and’ offered his help. In 18S9 oame the Boer War. Gandhi im
mediately organised an Indian Bod Crons Unit There was » 
popular movement for refusing it and treating ii as seditious.
Bat sc was needed, The soldiers wanted it. It eerved through the 
V?ar, and wae msntioaed in deepasobea, and thanked publicly for 
its sk'UuI work and ooarage under fire. In 1901 there was ass 
outbreak of plague in Johannesburg and Gandhi bad private 
hospital opened before the public authorities had begun to act.
In 1 ‘06 there was u Native rebellion in Natal ; Gandb* raised 
and personally led a corps at stretcher-bearers, whose work seems 
to have proved particularly dangerous and painful. G usdhi was 
thanked by the Governor ia Har. ff and shortly afterwards thrown 
into jail in Jobamiegburg.

Lastly in 1918 when he was being repeatedly imprisoned 
among criminals of the lowest oiass, and his followers were iff 
jail to the member of 2,500 ; in the very raids, of. thft general 
strike of Indians in the Transvaal and Natal, there occurred the 
sadden and dangerous railway strike whiak endangered for the 
time the very existence of organised, society in South Africa, From 
ih» ordinary agitator's point of view the game was in Gandhi's 
hands. He had only to strike his hardeft. Instead he gave or
der for hia people to resume work till the G :• vernment should be 
safe again. I cannot say how often he was imprisoned, how often 
mobbed and assaulted, or what pains were taken to mortify and 
humiliate him in public. Bub by 1913 the Indian oaeo had been 
taken up by Lord Hardimje and the Government of India. An 
Imperial Commission reported in hia favour on most of the points 
at issue and an Act was passed aoootding to the Commission'e 
repommend anions, entitled the Indian Relief A it,

My skateh is vary imperfect i the story forms an extraordin
ary illustration of a oonieet which was woo, or practically won, 
by a p lioy of doing no wrong, committing no violence, bo* simp
ly enduring all the punishments the other side could inflict um.il 
they become weary and ashamed of punishing. A battle of the 
unaided human soul against overwhelming material force, and it 
ends by the units of material force gradually deserting their own 
banners and coming round to tbs aide of the soul !

Persona in power should be very careful bow they deal with 
a man who cares nothing for sensual pleasure, nothing for riches, 
nothing for comfort or praise or promotion, but is simply deter
mined to do what ha beiievaa to be right. Ho is a dangerous and
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\^>--^tt#oomlortftbl8 «nemy because feia body, which you can always 
oocquer gives you no little purchase upon bis soul. {Hibbnrt- 
Journal),

L ord H abdinom

Recently your compatriots.in South Africa have taken matters 
5nfco tijeir owa bauds, by organising tfhai is nailed passive resist, 
acoe to laws which ttosy consider invidious, and unjust, au opi- 
mou whinh we who watch tbeir struggles ire in afar cannot but 
share. They have violated, as they intended to violate, those 
laws, with lull knowledge o£ the penalties involved and ready with 
all courage and patience to endure those penalties, IQ. all this 
they have the sympathy of India--de'.p and burning—and not 
only of India, but of all those who, like myself, without being 
Indians themselves, have feelings of sympathy for ihe people of 
this country. (Speech at Madras, December, 1913.)

Lord am pth ild

Mr. Gandhi has been denounced in, this country, even by 
responsible persons, as an ordinary agitator ; there have not tven 
been wanting suggestions that his motives are those of Buif-mtereafe 
and peeuoiaty profits,

A perusal of those pagfis ^lJoke’fi Gandhi) * ought to dispel any 
such notions from the mind of any fait man who has been misled 
into entertaining them. And with a better knowledge of the man 
there must oorue a batter knowledge of the matter.

* * »

I have no more earnest hops than that Mr. Gandhi and hia- 
fellow-countrymen may see the aGoompiiRhment of that end, for 
wbieb they have strangled ao bravely and sacrificed so much, be- 
forc this book is published. (From the Introduction to Bev, 
Mr, Doke s bock An Indian .Patriot in South Africa.}”

Tim  Lord B ishop of Madras

1 frankly confess, though it deeply grieves me to sav it, that 
I see m Mr. Gandhi, the patient sufferer for the causa of righto- 
o us ness and mercy, a truer representative of the Crucified Savi- 
our. than the men who have thrown him into prison and yet call 
themselves by the name of Chriat. (Loud applause.) (Speech 
at the z , M, 0. A. Auditorium, iDecember, 1913).

* M K, Gandhi ; An Indian Patriot in South Africa. By Bov, 
Joseph poke; with an Introduction by Lord Ampthiil. Price Rs. 1 , 
u . A* & Go*, Markus,



APy^B-OlAWONS

■ LORD GLADSTONE
Mr, Gandhi shown a single-minded devotion to hie oaone 

which has won the ad mi ratlin of ail who understand the diffioulty 
and danger of she position. (Letter to the Chairman of the. Recep
tion Committee at the Hotel C,icil. London, 8th August, 1#M}»

The H on. Mr . Jameson

Ab for Mr. Gandhi, ho would laa-̂ o behind him a high reputa
tion of whole-hearted ness of purpose, of healthy arabiuou and 
salf-saoriftoe, and of everything which an Buglifhnian respected 
in the making of a man, {At a Farewell Meeting at Durban, 
July, 1914.)yS .

, Indian Opinion—south Afric a , 1914
■'It has bean our lei, to bid farewell to many a friend daring 

the yearn this Journal has been in existence, bus never before have 
we experienced such a sense of lose 13 we do at the present moment 
by the departure of Mr. Gandhi and his dear wife to Todia. 
Mr. Gandhi’s associations with this paper and the Phoenix 
Battlement have bean bo intimate that wa cannot trust ourselves 
t,o make any lengthy reference to hi b various activities on oar 
behalf. Mr. Gandhi is a part of ourselves ; hia life has been our 
life ; his ideals burs. It is not possible to express in printed 
words our feehmgs on this occasion, He has been ‘’a guide, philoso
pher and friend r* and, what is much more, a brother in whom, 
we have confided our joya and sorrows, our hopes and fears, We 
venture to say that hia influence upon as will remain even though 
his physical body is removed to a distance. We only hope that 
cur feeble efforts on behalf of the Indian community and the 
Empire will possess some spark of the greatness of purpose, noble
ness of mind and sold aasness of character that have so marked 
the life of Mr. Gandhi, Mrs. Gandhi has played the part of both 
mother and sister and we shall ever remember: her with aSootion 
■and esteem.

Sib  Henry Cotton

Mr. Gandhi had practically won the battle he had b«m fight
ing and was returning to India to resume, as they all hoped, the 
•praotioa of his profession under .happier auspices than it had been 
his late to enjoy in South Africa, and to meat the thousands of his 
oouottymen by whom bis name would never ha forgotten, 
if Farewell in London),

Mb, Charles Roberts, M.P.
The work which Mr. Gandhi had at heart was mainly accom

plished as far as South Africa was concerned, although it might 
remain to be more completely fulfilled m other parts of the Empire, 
He should like to take the opportunity of thanking Mr, Gandhi for
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help ha had tendered t6 the mb balance movement, and to- 
'  ko.Bti<y to the really excellent work which Indiana ware doing m- 

Connection with it  (Heat Hear). It might be fchM in leaving 
England Mr. Gandhi fait to soma extent disappointed in the hope 
at giving that help which he had so willingly afforded in South. 
Africa : but the prospect lay before him of more good work in India., 
(Hear, Hear). (Farewell Meeting in London) ,

SENATOR vV.P SGBREINEB
He had great pleasure in testifying here that among the pure 

spirited men who worked for .06 gain, no profit, many kicks, bet 
with high ideale, they could recommend themselves to Mr. Gandhi,
An unselfish matt, one whom, ha was proud to say, be recognised as 
a member of the profession to which lie himself belonged, and one 
who in any other' oalling might have made great gains. Ingoing 
round with Mr. Gandhi he believed Mr. Gokhale would be intro
duced, without any bias and bitterness, to the problems in detail 
which he would have to ui'iet. (Speech at the Cape Town 
Meeting, Oct, 38, 19153.)

G . K, GOKHALE
Only those who hava come in perconal contact with Mr. 

Gandhi as he is bow, can realise the wonderful personality of the 
man. He is without doubt made of the stuff of which heroes and 
martyrs arc made. Nay more, He has in him the uiarvnllcus 
spiritual power to turn ordinary men around him into harem and1 
martyrs, During the recent pasaive resistance struggle in the 
Transvaal-would you believe it ?—twouty-sevaa huodted seutencao 
of imprisonment ■ were borne by our countrymen there under Mr. 
Gandhi’s scidance to uphold the honour of. their country, Some of 
the men among thorn were very substantial persons, soma war* 
small traders, but the bulk of them were poor humble individuals, 
hawkers, working men and so forth, man without education, men 
not accustomed in fchsir life to think or talk of their country, Aticf 
yet these men braved the horrors of jail life in the Transvaal and 
soma of them braved them again and again rather than submit to 
degrading legislation direotad against their country, Many horoaa 
wore broken in ttmooum of that struggle, many families dispersed. 
Some man at one tiros wealthy lost than? all and became paupers, 
Women and ohildren endured untold hardships. But'they were- 
touohed bv Mr, Gandhi’s spirit and that had wrought the trans
formation, thus illustrating she great power which the spirit of man 
oan exercise over human minds and even over physical surn und- 
lags, In all my life 1 have known only two men who have affected 
me spiritually in the manner that. Mr, Gandhi does—our great 
patriarch, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji and my late master, Mr, Ra,aada~ 
mam before whom not only are wo ashamed of doing anything 
unworthy, but in whose presence our very minds are afraid of 
thinking anything that is unworthy. The Indian cause in South-
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Africa fa as really been built up by Mr. Gandhi, Without sail and 
without stain, he has fought hia great fight for this oountty daring 
a period bow .of twenty year$. and India owes an immemie debt of 
gratitude to biro, He-haa'wrifloed himself uiteily i» the service; 
of the oauae. Ho bad a spHvncud practice at she Bar, making m 
much aa £6,000 to gfS.COO a year, which ig oonsidlored to 
ba a vm7 good income lor a lawyer in South Africa. But 
ho has given all that up and ho lives now on S3 * month 
like the poorest man in the street, One most striking fact 
about him is that, though be has waged this great struggle so 
ceaselessly, hi® mind is absolutely free from all bitterness against 
Raiopeans. And in my tour nothing warmed my heart more than 
to ate the universal esteem in which the European community in 
South Africa holds Mr, Gandhi, At every gathering, leading Euro
peans, whan they aoine to know that Mr, Gandhi was there, 
wousd immediately gather round him anxious to shake 
hftnds with him, making it quite clear that though they 
fought him bard and tried to ornsh him in the aoorse of 
the struggle they honoured him aa a matt. To my aund 
Mr. Gandhi’s leadership of the Indian cause in South Africa 
is the greatest asset of that causa and it wan an inestimable 
privilege to ttta Shat he was with me throughout; ray tour to pilot 
me .safely through my difficulties. (Speech a t the Bombay Town 
Hall M e etin g  in December , 1 9 1 2  )

REV. JOSEPH DOKF
It would be difficult, to imagine a life less open to the assaults 

of pride nr sloth, than the life lived here--, Everything tlrafc can 
minister to the flesh is abjured. Of all men Mr, Gandhi reminds 
one of u Puriinr D»SBn, of whom Kipling writes ;— 11 He had used 
his wealth and hie power for what ho knew both to be worth ; he 
bad taken honour when it came in hie way ; ha had seen men and 
citiea far and near, and men and cities had stood up and honoured 
bins Wow fee would let these things go ns a man drops the cloak 
he needs no longer. This is a graphic picture of out Irion a. He 
simply dees what he believes to bo Lib duty, accepts every experi
ence that ensues with calmness, takes honour if it comes without 
pride ; and then lets it go as a naan drops the cloak he needs no 
louver,” In. the position of * Purum Bhagat,” bo would do easily 
what the Bhagat did and no one even now would be Surprised to 
see him go forth at sems call which no one else nan hear, his crutch 
under arm, hia begging bowl in his band, an antelope skin dung 
around him, and a smile of deep content on hia lips,

“ That matt alcraa jb wise
Who keeps the mastery of himaelf.’ '

(F r o m  “ An Indian P a tr io t  in  S ou th  A fr ic a  ) "
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