
one© S5ginificar.it and impressive,, £eiis and hundreds of 
thousands gathered in' different cities, and never within- 
hiving memory have such demonstrations been witnessed.

In the meanwhile the Safcjagraha Committees in. 
different centres of India were actively carrying or their 
propaganda. The Central Committee of which Mr, 
Gandhi ws.g. the president, ad w e d  that for the time being 
laws regarding prohibited literature and registration of 
newspapers' might be .civilly- disobeyed. Accordingly on the 
7th .April Mr. Gandhi issued a notice to organise, regulate- 
and control the sale of these publications. A leaflet called 
Ufat-t/agraM was at once brought out as also some ear ly 
writing of Mr,. Gandhi’s which was pronounced to he. . 
seditions. The first print stated among other things :

"The editor is liable at any .moment to be arrested, and it 
is impossible to ensure the continuity of publication until India 
is in a happy position of supplying editors enough to take the 
place of those who are arrested. It is not our intention to break 
for'all time tb© la ws governing the publication of newspapers.
This paper Will, therefore, exist so long only as the Rowlatt 
.Legislation is,not withdrawn.”

Meanwhile as contemplated by Mr. Gandhi he Was: 
arrested at Kosi on his way to Delhi on the,morning of the 
XOth April and served with, an order not to enter the 
Punjab and the District .of Delhi.' The officer serving ,the 
order treated him meat politely, assuring him that it would b©
Ids most painful duty, to arrest him, if he elected to disobey, 
hut that there would be no ill-wili between them. Mr. 
Gandhi smilingly said that he must elect to disobey as it 
was his duty, and that the officer ought also to do what wm  
his duty. Mr. Gandhi then dictated a message to Mr. 
Desai, his secretary, laying (Special emphasis in his ora! 
memsgo that none should resent his arrest or do anything 
tainted with untruth or violence which was sure to barm 
the sacred cause,

Mr. Gandhi arrived in Bombay an the afternoon of 
the 11th April, having been prevented from entering the 
Provinces of the Punjab and Delhi, An order was_ soon 
.alter served on him requiring him to confine his activities 
within the limits of the Bombay Presidency. Having heard
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-of the riots and the consequent bloodshed in different 
places he caused the following message to be read at at! she 
meetings that evening : —  £7

I have not been able to understand the cause of so much 
excitement and disturbance that followed my detention, ft is 
.not Satyagcaha. It is worse than Daragraha. Those who 
join Batyagraha demonstrations are bound one and all to 
refrain at all hazard from violence, not to throw scones or in 
• any way whatever to injure anybody.

I therefore suggest that if we cannot conduct this move
ment without the slightest violence from our aide, the move
ment might have to be abandoned or it may be necessary to 
give it a different and still more restricted shape. It may be 
necessary to go even further. The time may coma for me to 
offer Satyagraha against ourselves I would not deem it a 
disgrace that we die. I shall be pained to hear of the death, 
of a Satyagrahi, but I shall consider it to be the proper 
sacrifice given for the sake of the struggle.

I do not see what penance I can offer excepting that it is 
for me to fast and if need bo by so doing to give up this body 
-and thus prove the truth of Satyagraha, I appeal to you to 
peacefully disperse and to refrain from acts that may in any 
way bring disgrace upon the people of Bombay.

But, the JJuragmha- of the few upset the calculations 
of Mr, Gandhi, as he had so constantly been warned by 
many of his friends and admirers who could not however 
subscribe to his faith in civil disobedience. The story of 
the tragedy needs no repeating. It is written on the 
tablet of time with bitter memories, and the embers of 
that controversy have not yet subsided, But Mr»
Gandhi, with a delicacy of conscience and a fine apprecia? 
tion of truth, which we have learnt to associate with his 
name as with that of Newman, felt for the wrongs done tc« 
^Englishmen with the same passionate intensity with which 
ho felt for those inflicted on his own countrymen. Pew 
words of remorse in recorded literature are more touching 
than those uttered by Mr. Gandhi in his speech at Aiune- 
dabad on the 1 1th April 1919. They are in the supreme 
manner of Cardinal Newman’s Apologia;

Brothers, the events that have happened in the course of 
the last few days have been most disgraceful to Ahmedabad, 
and as all these thing# have happened' itt my name, I am asham
ed S. them, and those who have been responsible for them 
have thereby not honoured me but disgraced the. A rapier run
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through my'body could hardly have pained me more. 1 have, 
said times without number that Safcyagraha admits of no vio
lence, no pillage, no incendiarism; and still in the name of 
Batyagraha vu burnt do wn buildings, forcibly, captured weapons, 
extorted money, stopped trains, cut off telegraph wires, killed 
innocent people and plundered . shops and private houses. If 
deeds such as those could save mo from the prison house or the 
r carlo Id I ■ .should not like to be so- saved.

It is open to anybody to way that but for the Satvagrraha- 
- campaign-there would not have been this violence. For this f 
have already done a penance, to my mind an unendurable one., 
namely, that 1 have had to postpone my visit to .Delhi to seek 
re-arrest and, I have also been obliged to suggest a temporary 
restriction of Satyagraba tod limited-field. This has been more 
painful to me than a wound, but this penance is'not' enough., 
and 1 have therefore decided to fast for three days, i  <?„ 12 
hours, I hope .my fast will pain no one. I believe a sW.entv-two 
hours’ fast is .easier for mo than a twenty-four hours’ fast for 
you. And 1 have imposed on me a discipline which I can hear.

in consequence of the violence, he ordered a general 
suspension of the movement on the 18th April only to be 
resumed on Another- occasion which was soon to follow in 
the heels of the Punjab tragedy. X-'-X..'. ;

THE PUNJAB MSOHBfcES
Before passing to a consideration of the Khilafnt 

question arid Mr.. Gandhi's lead which made'it such a potent 
and Alt-India agitation we nonet say a word on the after- 
math of the Punjab tragedy. It is unnecessary to recount 
the .-'-extraordinary happenings in the.-Pun jab os time and 
vigilant enquiries have laid hare the unscrupulous methods 
of that Government .For over a year, the tale of the Pun jab 
atrocities, the shooting down of a defenceless and unarmed 
gathering of some 2,000 men, women and children in cold 
blood at the Jallian wallah Bagh, the monstrous methods 
of martial law administered by Col, Johnson and Bosw..'tL 
Smith, the outrageous indignities to which the poor people 
of the place were subjected, the callous disregard of life 
and respect with which Sir Mich ml O’Dwyer end Briga
dier Dyer were inflicting .some of the worst features o f  
Prussianwrn. on a helpless people— the crawling order and- 
the public flogging—these have been the theme.of countless 
articles end speeches. The Punjab revelations have shock - 
-!®d the conscience of the civilized world which, could
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scarcely believe that such frightful nets of brutality could 
be possible in the British Government till the Hupte 
Commission confirmed their worst apprehensions.

But it was long before the Government could 
be forced to appoint a Commission of Inquiry, And at 
last only a Committee was appointed while all India was 
anxious for a Royal Commission. It was therefor© decid
ed to proceed with an independent enquiry. Mr, Gandhi 
headed the Congress Sub Committee and carried out a 
most searching and thorough investigation, It was a pity 
he could not lead the Congress evidence before the Hunter 
Committee, owing to certain differences between the two- 
Committees in regard to the freedom of certain witnesses 
then under confinement. Suffice it to say that the Congress 
Committee decided not to give evidence, or in any way 
participate with the Hunter Committee.

But under the able and indefatigable guidance of Mr.
Gandhi the Congress Committee collected a great mass o f 
material for judging the Punjab disorders, They ©gamm
ed over 1,700 witnesses and recorded the evidence of no 
less than 650. Mr. Gandhi's participation In the Committee 
whs itself a guarantee to its merit as an authoritative and 
responsible body. In fact no name could carry more 
weight than Mr. Gandhi’s in the matter of voracity ;n s w 
an undertaking—an undertaking likely to prejudice and 
warp the judgment of many. When in April 1920 ah*r 
Report was published it was hailed everywhere as an 
unanswerable document— the result of patient industry 
and dispassionate judgment on a most brutal and savage- 
episode in contemporary history.

Soon after, the Hunter Report which was for many 
months in the hands of the Cabinet, was also issued, 
accompanied by a despatch by the Secretary of State,
The Report recorded indeed many of the facts published 
already in the Congress Report, laid- stress on the evils o f  
Satyagraba, condoned the bloody exploits of Gen. Dyer 
as “ an error of judgment ” (a diplomatic euphemism for 
the slaughter of the innocents) and vindicated the states
manship of Sir Michafi O’Dwyer! The force of perversion.
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could no further gh ! Mr. Montagu, however, passionately 
■desoimeoii Gen, Dyer’s ^vag'ery as mcousiistent with .the 
principles of British Government but emiously enough 
paid a tribute to- Sir Michael’s sagacity and firmness and 
the Viceroy’s policy of masterly inactivity ! This was bad 
-enough fafom the Indian point of view. But there sprang 
up a wild scream from the Anglo-Indian Press, and Mom- 
Sahebs in search o f  sensation and notoriety discovered in 
Geo,. Dyer the saviour of British India, The Pioneer and 
other prints followed the lead of the London Homing 
Post ami appealed for funds towards a memorial to this 
gallant soldier who shot man like rabbits, while a section of 
•the Indian'Pres* urged that “  Chelmsford roust go." Then 
followed the debate in the House of Commons which was 
•looked forward to with some excitement. The House ulti
mately retained its honour in the debate and though Mr. 
Montagu, Mr. Asquith and Mr. Churchill spoke with a pro
found sense of justice and carried the day, there was no 
doubt of - the mentality of the avorage Englishmen. But it 
was left to the House of Peers to betray the utter demoralise,- 
fcioh that had set in. Lord Finlay’s- motion condoning Gen. 
Dyer was passed in spite of the masterly speeches of Lord 
Ouraon and Lord Sinks. Though the noble Lords’ 
action could have no constitutional value it was yet 
an index to the depth of English ignorance and preju
dice, Above all, some officers who had misbehaved 
in the late tragedy still continued to exercise authority 
in the Punjab, and Mr. Lajpat Rnl started a propaganda to 
boycott the New Councils so long as they were not dispens
ed with. Mr, Gandhi Who had already made up his mind 
to offer Satyagraha in varying forms in connection with 

• the Khilafat question readily joined the hala and issued 
the following note in July 1.920

Needless to say I am in entire accord .with 1<&I& L&jpttt.
Eai on the question of a boycott of the 'Reformed Chuncila. For 
me it is but one step in the campaign of N.on-Go-operatiom as 
I feel equally keenly on the Punjab .question as on the Khilafat.
Lala Lajpat Rai’s suggestion is doubly welcome. I  have seen, 
a suggestion made in more quarters than one that Non-Go- 
operation with the Reforms should commence after the process 
of election has been gone through. I cannot help saying that



•it is a mistake to go through the election farce and the expense 
•of it, when we clearly do not intend to take part iii the proceed** 
ings of these Legislative Councils. Moreover, a great deal of 
educative work has to be done among the people, and if I could 
I would not have the best attention of the country frittered 
away in electioneering- The populace will not understand the 
beauty of Non-Co-opcration, if we seek election and 
then resign; but it would be a fine education for them it 
electors are taught Potto elect anybody and unanimously to 
tell whosoever may bo seeking their suffrage that ha would 
not represent them if he sought election so long as the Punjab 
and Khilafat questions were not satisfactorily settled I hope, 
'however, that Lala Lajpat Bai does not mean to sod with the 
boycott of the 'Reformed Councils. We must take, if necessary, 
every one of the four stages of Mon-Co-operation if we are to 
be. regarded as a self-respecting nation, The issue it clear.
Both she Khilafat terms- and the Punjab affairs show that 
Indian opinion counts for little, in the Councils of the Empire.
It is a humiliating position, We shall make nothing of the fie- 
forms if we quietly swallow the humiliation. In my humble 
opinion, therefore,-the first condition of- real progress is the re
moval of those two difficulties in our path, and unless soma 
batter course of action is devised. Non-do-operation must hold 
the field.

T h e  K h i l a f a t  Q u e s t io n

We have referred more than once to Mr. Gandhi’s 
-connection with the Khilafat. question. The country was 
in the throes of a tremendous agitation—an agitation, 
which gained enormously in its intensity and popular 
appeal by the mere fact of Mr. Gandhi’s participation in it.
I t  would take us far afield to discuss the whole question of 
title history of the Khilafat movement. Briefly put, it 
resolves itself into two primary factors, The first was the 
Premier’s pledge and promise, that after the war nothing 
would be done to disturb the integrity of the Ottoman 
Empire both as a concession to Muslim loyalty and in 
accordance with the principles of self-determination. The 
second was that the violation of imperial obligation was 
thoroughly immoral and should at all costs be resisted by 
all self-respecting Mahometans. In this gigantic enter
prise Hindus must, help Mahomedans and join hands 
with them as a token of neighbourly regard. This at any 
rate was the interpretation put upon the Khilafat question 
by Mr. Gandhi. Mr..Gandhi would not stoop to consider
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fia t tie  Govornmei:t of India. conic possibly have no voice 
in the determination pf ;»n international negotiation. H©' 
kcew that the Government of India had represented the. 
Indian feeling with some warmth and that Mr. Montagu 
and Lord Sioha. had done their beat to voice the claims of 
India at the Peace Table. But he held that the Government 
of India had not done all in their pow*r and when the 
terms of Treaty with Turkey were published with a lengthy 
note from the Government of India to soothe the injured- 
sentiment of the Muslim peopV, Mr. Gandhi wrote a re
markably frank letter to H, K Lord C-h< Imsford, the 
Yiceioy, on June 14,19-20, iu which he pointed out:—

The Peace terms and Your Excellency’s defence of them 
have given the Mussulmans of India a shock.from w hich it will 
be difficult for them to recover. The terms violate Ministerial 
pledges and utterly disregard the Mussulman sentiment. I 
consider that as a staunch. Hindu, wishing to live on terns o f 
the closest friendship with my Mussulman, countrymen I should 
be an unworthy son of fopfia if I. did not stand by them i» their 
hour of trial. In my humble opinion their cause is just. They 
claim that Turkey .must not be punished if their sentiment is to 
he respected. Muslim soldiers did -not fight to inflict punish
ment on their own Khalifa or to deprive him of his territories,
The Mussulman attitude has been consistent -throughout these 
five years. My duty to the Empire to which f owe my loyalty, 
requires roe to resist the cruel violence that had been done to- 
Mussulman sen timent. So far as I am aware the Mussulmans 
and Hindus have as a whole lost faith in British justice and 
honour. A

The report of the majority of the Hunter Committee, Your 
Excellency’s despatch thereon, and Mr. Montagu's reply have 
only aggravated the distrust. Jn these circumstances the only 
course open to one like me is either in despair to sever all con
nection with British Ru e or if I still retained the faith iu the 
inherent superiority of the British Constitution to ail others at 
present in-vogue, to adopt such means aswiil rectify the wrong 
done and thus restore that confidence.

Non-Co-operation was the only dignified and constitutions In 
form of such direct action. For it is a right recognised from 
times immemorial of the subjects to refuse to assist the ruler 
who misrules. At the same time I admit Non •(Jo-oper-ktioi* 
practised by the mass ot people is attended, with grave risks.
But in a crisis such as has overtaken the Mussulmans of India, 
no step that is unattended with large risks can possibly bring 
about the desired change• Not to run some riaks_ will ho to* 
count much greater risks if not the virtual destruction1 of law
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and order; but there Is yet an escape from Non-Co-operation._
The Mussulman representation ha# requested V. our _ Exc? i <enoy 
to lead the agitation yourself as - did your distinguished preue* 
eessor at the .time, of the South African trouble* but-it you 
eaimot seo ybur way to do so and Mon-CO'-operation becoiues- 
the dire necessity* 1 hope Your Excellency will .give those who- 
have accepted ihy advice and myself credit for being actuated • 
by nothing less than a stern sense of duty.

T h e  !No n -;0 o- o p k isa it o b  P k o g k a m m e
And what was the 'Non-Co-operation programme that 

Mi-, Gandhi had worked out for the adoption of the country 
for rectifying the wrongs done to Muslim sentiment; ? He 
enunciated the four stages in the programme of Non-Co- 
Operation in clear and unambiguous terms.

The first, was the giving up of titles and honorary 
offices ; the second was the refusal to serve Government'm 
paid appointments or to participate in any _ manner in the - 
working of the existing machinery of civil atid judicial 
administration. The third was to decline to pay taxes and. 
the last was to ask the police and the military to withdraw 
co-operation from the Government, .From the first Mr. 
Gandhi realised the full scope of the movement and he had 
no doubt of its far-reaching tffiets. It cannot therefore- 
bo said that.ho started the movement in a fit of indigna
tion. Far from it be had worked out Ms programme to 
the farthest limits of its logic and had a clear grasp ol all 
its implications. From time to time'he set right many a 
misconception in the mind of the non- eo-operationists, such 
for instance, in regard to the position of the non co- 
operationist Vakil. There .'is no ambiguity in what Mr, 
Gandhi said. The Vakil should quietly wash his hands off 
the court, eases and alt. Mr. Gandhi took care to explain 
that no. stage would be taken until he had made sure that 
he was on firm ground. That is, he would not embark on 
toe last two stages til! be had created an indigenous 
psndbayat to. dispense justice and an organisation of 
volunteers to maintain peace and order. In any ease,, 
violence should to completely avoided.

Now it must be admitted that many people had only 
a vague and haay notion of Mr. Gandhi’s programme.
There were of course those who plainly told Mr, Gandhi of



the impracticability of his scheme and vhe danger® involved 
in it.-Many Liberal League organisations implored Mr, 

•Oatocthi not to lead the country to a repetition, o f the 
Punjab tragedy, Moderate loaders like Sir Narayan Chan
da varkar argued the futility of methods leading to 
anarchy and chaos, Bat the most amusing, even 
at such serious times, was the attitude of some 
Congressmen. These were variously divided. All hailed 
Non - Go- ope ration in theory. But when the time
came for practising it, they flooded the country with a 
mass of literature of the most tortuous kind ; casuistry was 
dealt in abundance. Aspirants after Council honours 
refused to commit what they called “ political suicide” by 
4'boycotting the New Councils”. Others affected to believe 
in the possibilities of further efforts of constitutional agita
tion, Still others detected illegalities in some stages of 
Non-Oo-operation. And yet some would not commit 
themselves but await the verdict of the Special Congress1,
A  minority would contest at the elections only, to resign 
again and yet some others would join the New Councils 
jaat to' wreck the Reformsd ’What a cloud of words and 
mystification of meaning! To all this warfare of words 
Mr. Gandhi’s' own direct and simple statements are in 
refreshing contrast. He spoke and wrote strongly on the 
subject. Thera could be b o  doubt of his intentions or his 
plans, There was no ambiguity in his language. His 
Words went straight as a bullet and he had a wholesome 
scorn of diplomatic reserves in opinion. Whatever one 
may think of his views Mr. Gandhi’s leadership was 
faultless and ha hold his ground with the fervour of faith,
In no case would he- play to the gallery nor mak a light 
of his cherished convictions even if he found the whole 
mass of the people ranged against him Me would not be 
led away by the passing gusts of popular frenzy “and ho 
has a wholesome contempt for sycophancy of any kind,

■ even to the people. Ho has a. noble way of bearing the 
brunt of all toil and trouble. He would not like many 

.•other “ leaders” throw the followers into the fray while 
they continue <t,o remain in comparative security. He
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has an inconvenient way of urging the leaders really to 
lead, Accordingly tin the 1st of • August, as he had already 
announced he led the movement by returning his Jiaiser-i-- 
hind gold medal to the Viceroy. In returning it he wrote 
a letter to Ilia Excellency from which we xnttst quote the 
following sentences:—

“ Events that have happened during the part 'month have ■ 
confirmed me in the opinion that the Imperial Government 
have acted in the Khilafat matter in an unscrupulous, immoral, 
and tfnjttsfc manner and have been moving from wrong to wrong 
jn order to defend their immorality. I can retain neither 
res;) eot nor affection for such a Government.* »' *

& ur Excellency's light-hearted, treatment of official crime, 
your exoneration of Sir Michael O’ Dwyer, Mr.'Montagna des
patch, and above all the shameful- igaortvuc© of the Punjab 
events and callous disregard of the'feelings of Indians betrayed 
by -the House of Lords have tilled ma with the grayest-misgiv
ings regarding the future of the Empire, have estranged me com
pletely from the present Government and have disabled me 
from rendering - as I have hitherto--whole-heartedly tendered, 
my Ioy,ff co-operation.

“ In my humble opinion the ordinary inothod of agitating 
by way of petitions, deputations, and the like is no remedy for 
moving to repentance' a Government so hopelessly indifferent 
to the welfare of its charge as tha Government of India has 
moved to be. In European countries condonation of anoh 
grievous wrongs as the Khilafat and the Punjab would .have 
resulted in a bloody revolution by the people. They would have 
resisted, at ail Costs, national emasculation, Half of India 
is too weak to offer violent resistance, and the other half is un
willing to do so- I have therefore, ventured to suggest the 
remedy of Non-Co-Operation, which enables those who wish to 
dissociate than)selves from Government, and which, if it is 
Unattended by violence and undertaken in ordered manner, 
must compel it to retrace its steps and undo the wrongs com 
miffed ; but whilst I pursue the policy of 3SJ cn-Co-operation, in 
so far as I can carry the people with me, I shall not lose hope 
that you will yet see year way to do justice, I therefore re
spectfully ask Your Excellency to summon a conference of 
recognised leaders of the people, and, in consultation with 
them, to find a way that will' gladden Mussulmans and do re- 5
paratipn to the unhappy Punjab,”
ii’ Soon after, Mr. Gandhi started on an extensive cam
paign preaching Non-Oo-oporation to large audiences.
In August he carno to Madras where ho delivered a power-
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ful speech advocating bis scheme, Mr, 'Osbdbi went to 
Tanjore, Tricky, Bangalore and other places and discoursed 
•®n the same'subject with bis accustomed energy, while his 
weekly Totting India was replete with regular contributions 
from tug indefatigable pen. Week after week Young India 
came out with a series of articles from Mr, Gandhi’s pan 
answering objections and formulating methods of Non-Co
operation.

Congress and N on -0o- opbr at ion 
Mr. Gandhi's immediate objective was to convert the 

-Special Congress to his creed. For as we have said though 
many had jubilantly proclaimed their faith in hiB pro
gramme, it was found that as time drew near for putting 
his plans into practice they were busy finding loopholes to 
escape the rigours of Mr. Gandhi's discipline. Everybody 
would throw everybody else into the struggle. A body of 
men who had sworn by Mr. Gandhi and denounced 
those who had the courage to differ from him were suddenly 
faced with an awkward dilemma. They felt the inconveni
ence of Suffering and sacrifice and would fain be relieved of 
their unwitting words of bravado, But Mr, Gandhi would 
stand four square to ail the winds that blow. Nor could 
they with any grace secede from the Congress, having so 
violently denounced as treason the Moderates’ disregard of 
the Delhi and Amritsar Resolutions, There was to their 
mind only one course left open, i  e., to thwart Mr. Gandhi’s 
resolution in the open Congress. But Mr, Gandhi had 
prepared the ground with characteristic thoroughness. 
Khilafat specials from Bombay and Madras had flooded 
the Congress with delegates sworn to vote for him. There 
was a tough fight in the Subjects Committee which sat for 
eight long hours without coming to any apparent decision. 
Over forty amendments were brought in by different mem
bers, twelve of them wore ruled out as mere verbal repeti
tions and there remained no less than 28 amendments to 
consider. The speeches in the Subjects Committee were 
remarkably frank Messrs. Malaviya, Dae, Pal, Jinnab, 
Baptiste, all attacked the original resolution with, warmth 

-•while Mrs, Bes&nt vigorously assailed the very principle of



Non-Co-Operation. The debate was most exciting. The 
President; Mr. Lajpat Rai himself, spoke strongly against 
certain important provisions of the Resolution, flta, Would 
no?; agree to the withdrawal of boys from schools nor could 
he think it at all possible to call upon lawyers to leave 
their practice, He was personally in favour of the 
■principle of Non-Co*operation' but he doubted the wisdom 
of committing the Congress to those extravagant and far- 
reaching items in Mr; Gandhi's programme.

B o  SCOTT OP C6i;v<Jtos
•But by far the most contentious item hi the .Resolu

tion was that relating to the boycott of councils. The.balk 
o f  the nationalists were strangely enough opposed to/it and 
by a curious stretch of logic they considered obstruction in 
the council, as preferable to wholesale boycott,

Mr, O. E, Das, who was in charge o f  the main resolu
tion on behalf of the Reception Committee, agreed to Mr.
Bepin Chandra Pari; amendment of his resolution, but if it 
was defeated, he would stand by his own, Mr. Pal’s 
amendment was put to thevote and was lost, 155 voting for 
and 181 against. Then another vote was taker on Mr.
Due’s resolution and Mr. Gandhi’s resolution as amended by 
Pundit Motial Nehru ami as accepted by Mr. Gandhi him
self. It is Said that in the final voting a poll was taken 
133 voting for Mr. D.rs’s resolution and 148 for Mr., 
Gandhi’s, thus giving a majority to Mr. Gandhi of -15 
Votes and thus showing that the voting was very close. I t  
"is clear that the Subjects Committee consisted of 29f» 
members present and that 15 of whom remained neutral.
The greatest excitement prevailed both inside the Corn,* 
mitfcee room and outside when it Whs known that Mtv 
Gandhi won the day. Nearly two thousand people col looked 
outside and shouted “ Gandhi Mahatma Kee Jal”  and 
“  Bande Mataram.”

B xm rsH Jcra  n s  s h e  c o n o iie ss  |f||
That gives the clue to the mentality of the Congress,

If Mr, Gandhi could win in the Subjects Committee itself 
there was no. doubt of his triumph in the open Congress,
Still Mr. Das proposed to bring his amendments So tb v
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Opftto Congress and take the verdict. That verdict was »  
foregone conclusion. The Nationalists complained (what 
an irony of things!) that the Khilafats had packed the 
house and manceuvred a majority. There is no doubt that 
each party strove for victory. When the Congress met the- 
next d i ; , Sir A.iutosb Qhoudhuri moved for adjournment 
of the question in the right legal way. Mr. V . P. Mad halva 
Bao seconded n hut. the motion was lost by -m overwhelm
ing majority,

Mr Gandhi then, rose to move his resolution amidst 
thunderous applause. The Resolution ran as follows-:—

This Congress is of opinion that there con be no content
ment in India without redress of the two aforementioned, wrongs 
and that the only effectual means to vindicate national honour 
and to prevent a repetition of similar wrongs in future. Is the 
establishment' of Swaraj,ya,. This Congress is further of opinion 
that there is no course left open for the people of India but to 
approve of and adopt the policy of progressive non-violent Non- 
Co-operation until the said wrongs are righted and Swarajya is
established. , , . ,,And inasmuch as a beginning should be made by She otosses 
who have hitherto moulded and represented public opinion and 
inasmuch as Government consolidates its power through titles 
and honours bestowed on the people, through schools controlled 
w  it, its law courts and its legislative councils, and inasmuch 
as it is desirable in the prosecution of the movement to take the 
minimum risk and to call for the least sacrifice compatible with 
the attainment of the desired object, this Congress earnestly 
advises:

(a) surrender of titles and honorary offices and resignation 
item nominated seats in local bodies ;

((,) refusal to attend Government levees, durbars, and other 
official and semi-official functions held by Government officials 
or in their honour; , ,  . , .

(c) gradual withdrawal of children from schools and 
colleges owned, aided or controlled by Government and in place 
of such schools and colleges establishment of national sc hop's 
and colleges in the various provinces ;

Iff) gradual boycott of British courts by lawyers and liti
gants and establishment of private arbitration courts by their 
aid for the sett lement of private disputes ; . . .  ,

(e) refusal on the part of the -military, clerical and
labouring classes to offer themselves aa recruits for service in 
Mesopotamia; „ , . ... , ,(f) withdrawal by candidates of their candidature ror oh o- 
tit»D to the Reformed Councils and. refusal on the part of the
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as 4 measure of discipline and self-sacrifice without which no-
ahmfw )'‘m and inasmuch, as an opportunityshould be given m the very first stage of Non-Oo.ope?afeion to
r >er+i.“ an womaI:,, and ch-ild» for *uohdiscipline andaelf-sMk- tica, this Congress advises adoption of Swadeshi in iiooegoods 
on a vast scab?, and inasmuch us the existing mills of India with 
indigenous capital and control do not m S m S S S

“ / “ i olotil/ ° r the < wlulr:!iIients of the nation, and arc not likely to do so for a long time to come, this Congress
' f a r r r s r a f f w m J a n s 8^ 1* * —  ° l  “ ^ W u r e  on  asarge sea e  by  m eans o f re v iv in g  hand-sp inn ing-in  e v e ry  bom ,
and hand-weaving on the part of the millions iff w eTSs who 
nave abandoned their ancient and honourable calling for ward of encouragement, ■ B AWl want

moving the resolution, Mr. Gandhi spoke with 
compelling fervour, “ 1 stand before you in fear of God * 
he said, “  and with a sense of duty towards my country to 
commend this resolution to your hearty acceptance.” Mr,
Gandhi said that the only weapon in their hands was Kon- 
(,;0-°peration, and non-violence should be their creed Dr 
Kitchlew seconded the resolution in. Urdu.

tiJ6n/ I aCed hifi amendmsnfe which proposed a mission to England to present our demands and meanwhile 
to establish national schools, formulate arbitration courts 
and not to boycott the councils.

j? flS J n ®aPporfcing the amendment made an
v ic to r y  ^  %  COEsidor tfae P o e t ic a l  e ffect o f  h i*

Z ‘ Mrs- opposed both the resolution
aud the amendment, while Pandit Malaviya and Mr
l r n l a PT r S ? the kti er M9Sers' Yafeub Hasan;
™ t t L  M B“ 0rj3? .' Nehra a?!d Rambhuji Butt
carried 1 Mr* Gandbi whose r«^Iution was finally

The Congress reassembled on the 9th and the whole 
m was devoted to the taking of votes Brovin™ bv
province, for and against Mr, Gandhi’s motion, Q u ttf 
twelve provinces only the Central Provinces and f t i ? !  
showed a majority against Mr, Gandhi's motion, while in 
the remaining ton provinces the majority of votes wexn in
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his favour. The president announced that out of 5,814 
delegates, the registered number of delegates who took 
part in. voting was 2,728 while 63 did not vote. _ Actual 
voting showed that 1,855 voted for and 873 against Mr. 
Gandhi’s motion.

After this fateful decision it is r,o wonder that Con
gressmen who were avowedly against Non-Co-operation 
found themselves in a difficult predicament. They hastily 
called for a meeting of the All-India Congress Committee 
and it was resolved to find a way out of the mess the Con
gress bad made™

The mandatory nature of the Congress Resolution 
was relaxed at the instance of Pandit Malaviya and a few 
■others who thought it suicidal to let slip the benefits of the 
new reforms. It was, however, thought inexpedient to 
impair the authority of the Congress and Congressmen 
like Mr. Patel in Bombay, Mr. Das in Bengal, Pandit 
Motilal Nehru in U. P., Messrs. Madhava Rao and 
Tiiayaraghavachariar in Madras— though they had oppos
ed the Resolution in the Congress— decided to abide by 
it, and withdrew their candidature from the forthcoming 
elections, Many leading Congressmen resigned their 
honorary offices and relinquished their titles. While Mr,
Gokaran Nath Misra, one of the Secretaries of the All- 
India Congress Committee, and several office-bearers in the 
provincial Congress Committees who were opposed to the 
Resolution resigned their offices so as to leave the Congress 
organisations free to work out Mr. Gandhi’s programme.

j f  Mr, Gandhi’s ’.influence was so decisive at the 
Special Congress as to set at naught the opinons of Con
gressmen like G. R. Das and Bepin Chandra Pal, his autho
rity was supreme at the Nagpur Session in December. 
Nagpur in fact, witnessed the turning point in the history 
of the Congress, as in that year Mr. Gandhi, with an over
whelming majority completely captured this institution 
and converted its leading spirits to his creed. Mere it was 
that the old creed of the Congress was discarded for the 
new one of indifference to British overlordship.

- ■ G° V \  . V



With this change' of creed and the wholesale adoption 
••of the programme of Non-Go-operation the old Congress 
was virtually daad. The New Congress was inspired fay & 
new hope and sustained by new methods altogether alien 
to the faith of men like Dadabhai and Gokhale who hat! 
guided it in its years of infancy and adolescence.

Mr. .Gandhi was not slow to use his great authority 
over the Congress to further the movement of which he was 
the directing head, At his command were all. the Congress 
■and Khiiafat; organisations, and he set out on an extensive 
tour of the country preaching the new cult with the 
fervour of a prophet. Everywhere he was received with 
ovation, His Nagpur triumph was the beginning of an 
agitation before which even his Satyagraha demonstra
tions were as. nothing, Mr.- Gandhi, aa might be expected 
of one of his ardent and- generous impulse, staked his life on 
the agitation, and day after day he was unwearied in hie 
services and unsparing of himself in his devotion to what 
might be called, the most supreme and desperate adventure 
•'of his life.

As he went from place to place accompanied by the 
All Brothers the movement became popular among the 
ignorant and the literate. His fourfold programme of boy
cotting schools, cloths, councils and Government; Service 
was the theme of his multitudinous discourses. But. the 
most painful result (at any rate to those who are not of 
his pursuasion) was the calling a,way of youths from their 
schools and colleges Many a lad, led away by the glamour 
of the great ideal and the irresistible appeal of a saintly 
leader, gave up their school education, the only education 
available at present.

THE STUDENT MOVEMENT
At Aligarh and Benares great efforts were made to 

call away the students from the Muslim arid Hindu Uni
versities, if they could not nationalise them, They were 
not quite successful though a few joined the Congress, but 
in Bengal, at the instance of Messrs. 0. K, Das and Jitend- 
ralai Banerjea, a large number of students flocked to their 
standard and deserted the schools. It was such appeals
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that enthused the youth of Bengal who created a pro
found sensation by throwing themselves in their thousands 
at the steps of the Calcutta University Hal), that the few 
who did attend the examination had to do so by walking 
over their bodies

One peculiarity of the programme was that emphasis 
was laid on each item as the occasion demanded. At one 
time it was the boycott of schools, again it was the collec
tion of a orore of rupees for the Swarajya Fund, a third 
time it was the burning of mill cloths and yet again 
it, was the boycott of the Duke or the good Prince. Each 
was in turn to bring Swarajya within the year. Thus in 
February the agitation centred on the boycott of the Duke 
of Connaught to whom Mr* Gandhi addressed a dignified 
if uncompromising letter, Mr. Gandhi wrote:—

Our non-participation in a hearty welcome to Your Royal- 
Highness is thus in no sense a demonstration against your high 
personage, but it is against the system you come to uphold. I 
know individual Englishmen cannot even if they will, alter 
the English nature all of a sudden. If we would be the equals 
of Englishmen we must cast off fear. We must learn to be self- 
reliant and independent of schools, courts, protection and 
patronage of a Government we seek to end if it will not mend.

By May the spirit of lawlessness had spread far and 
wide and strikes and hartals became the order of the day.
Mr, Gandhi, however, resolutely discountenanced all 
violence and he was seldom sparing in his admonition of 
those who took part in the incident at Malegaon and other 
places. Again and again, he spoke strongly against the 
spirit of non-violence which for a time broke out as often as 
hs decried it in all earnestness,

INTERVIEW WITH THE NEW VICEHOY
It was about this time too that Lord Chelmsford retired 

and his place Was taken by Lord Beading, who came to 
India with a great reputation. An Ex-Lord Chief Justice of 
EaMaad and sometime British Ambassador at Washington 
during the fateful years of war—the new Viceroy inspired 
great hopes. His reputation for Justice, strengthened by 
ids repeated assurances, and his reputation for tactful 
dealing of delicate questions were just the things of



momentous need for India, No wonder, an air of hop® 
and expectancy hung over the whole country.

Soon after Lord Reading arrived in India, an inter
view was arranged by .Pandit Malaviya between the new 
/iceroy and Mr. Gandhi. This interview, which lasted 

many hours, took place at Simla in May 1921, Much 
speculation Was rife as. to its resuit and Mr. Gandhi 
■explained the circumstances and' the results of ..his* talk in
an article in Young India under the title “ The Simla

^ hat WaS tbe l,psboft of m  vhlt ? Tbe leader' of the JSfoD-Co-operation movement and the head of the
Government of India got to know each other. Jfc was a 
great thing.

But the immediate result of this was the statement 
issued by the Ali Brothers— a statement in which they 
regretted their occasional lapse into excessive language and 
promised to refrain from writing or speaking in any °man
ner likely to provoke violence. This “ definite result of 
the interview ” was claimed as a victory for the Govern- 
*>ent. Others claimed that it was a victory for Mr, Gandhi 
who explained that it was no apology or undertaking to 
the Government but a ra«saerfcion of the principle of non- 
violence to which the Aii Brothers had subscribed. It was 
a statement to the public irrespective of what the Govern
ment might or might nob do with them, in answer to 
criticisms against his advice to the Brothers, Mr, Gandhi
attitudedefemded hiB act,ioi)’ and praised the Brothers* **

* * 7 * ,f:Tr ^ andbi’s to his colleagues and
■paiucularly his affectionate and fraternal regard for the 
brothers is beautiful and touching to a degree. And when 
m September 1921 the Brothers were prosecuted by the 
Bombay Government, Mr. Gandhi with fifty others issued 
a pubilc “ aoifesto that f' it is the inherent right of every 
one to express his opinion without restraint about the
f n X o m D l o r f t h 0® ^ 0® th6ir “ V i« »  to, jjf rawaioing;
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THE ETHICS OF DESTRUCTION
Another feature of Mr, Gandhi's activity which tor 

a time threw a baleful light over the movement was the 
cult of destruction, as typefied in the burning of foreign 
cloth. Rabindranath Tagore and G. F, Andrews and 
several others, horrified at the wanton waste, pointed out 
from time to time the evil effects of this burning business. 
Mr. Gandhi, mercilessly logical as ever, would heed no 
such counsel but continued literally to feed the Hums?,. 
With that cultivated sense of distinction between ti e deer 
and the thing done, which is ever present in men 
such as he, there might be some efficacy in 
this form of purification and self-denial. But many were 
the critics who held that his bonfire mania was the surest 
way to rouse all the evil passions of the multitude and as 
surely lead to hatred and civil strife.

The B ombay B io ts
Whatever the root cause of the breaking out of violence- 

and hooliganism, the landing of the Prince of Wales in 
Bombay on the 17th November was made the occasion of 
a ghastly tragedy. Mr, Gandhi had since the announce
ment of the Royal visit appealed to his countrymen to 
refrain from participating in the functions got up in 
honour of the Prince, Non-Co operators all over the
country had organised what are known as s hartals, 
closing of shops and suspending all work, and boycot
ting the Prince. In Bombay such activities resulted in 
a great riot in which ail parties suffered owing to the 
hooliganism of the mischievous elements in the moo who 
violated Mr, Gandhi’s injunctions to be non-violent and 
brought about a terrible riot, Mr, Gandhi was then in 
Bombay and after witnessing the scene oi the tragedy* 
wrote some of the most stirring letters which, coupled with 
the exertions of men of all parties, restored peace in the 
city.

As a penance for this ghastly tragedy he pledged 
himself to fast till complete peace was restored. Strangely 
enough, the situation was well in hand in a couple o 
days and on the fourth day in breaking the fast in the

M f m x k
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midst; of a gathering of Co-operators, Non-Co-operators.,
Hindus, Mussulmans, Parsis and tChristians, Mr, 'Gandhi' 
msde a thrilling statement,,

I am breaking my fast upon the strength of your assurances,
I have not been unmindful of the affection with which innumer
able friends have surrounded me during these four days. I shall 
ever remain grateful to them. Being drawn by them I am 
plunging into this stormy ocean out of the heaven of peace in 
which I have been during these, few days. I assure you that, in 
spite of the tales of misery that have been poured into my ears,
.1 have enjoyed peace because of a hungry stomach. I know 
that I cannot enjoy it after breaking the fast. I am too human, 
not to be touched by the sorrows of others, and when 1 find no 
remedy for alleviating them, my human nature so agitates me- 
that I pine to embrace death like a long-lost dear friend. There
fore I warn all the friends here that if real peace is not estab
lished in Bombay and if disturbances break out again and. if as 
a result they find me driven to a still severer ordeal, they must 
not be surprised or troubled, If they have any doubt about 
peace having beep established, if each community has still 
bitterness of feeling and suspicion and if we are all not prepared 
to forget and forgive past wrefogs, I would much rather that they 
did not press me to break the fast. Such a restraint I would 
regard as a test of true friendship.

And then Mr, Gandhi drove the moral home to the 
gathering us also to the eager and anxious public all over 
India, . '

Warned by the disasters at Bombay and the Moplah 
rebellion which wag still going on in Malabar, it was ex
pected that Mr, Gandhi would reconsider his position and 
stop short of the extreme steps in Non-Co operation. But 
that was- not to be. The Congress had by this time become 
an organ for registering his decrees. And the Committee 
met frequently to devise methods in pursuance of .Non-Co- 
operation. Thundering resolutions, alternating with hopes, 
and warnings, carne in quick succession. Province after 
Province vied with one another for the exciting novelty of 
civil disobedience.

Though the author of the Civil .Disobedience move
ment in India, Mr. Gandhi was always alive to its dangers.
He therefore insisted that his conditions should be fulfilled 
in toto before any Taluka could embark on a campaign of
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Civil Disobedience. And those conditions were very 
rigorous indeed.

The Calcutta H artal
Meanwhile the hartal organised by Non-Co operators 

in connection with the Prince s visit was more or less 
successful in many places, ft was alleged that by intimi
dation and otherwise, the hartal in Calcutta on the day of 
the Prince’s landing in Bombay w«s phenomenally com
plete. The Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Anglo- 
Indian press took an alarmist view of the situation and 
expressed grave indignation against the passivity of the 
Government, With a view to suppress the activity of the 
Congress in this direction Government resuscitated part II  
of the Criminal Law Amendment Act which was then 
literally under a sentence of death. When volunteering 
was declared unlawful Congress leaders took up the 
challenge and called on the people to disobey the order 
and seek imprisonment in their thousands. Men like 
Messrs. C. R Das in Calcutta and Motilal Nehru in Alla
habad openly defied the order and canvassed volunteers in 
total disregard of legal consequences. They sought impri
sonment and called on their countrymen to follow them to 
prison. The situation was grave. It was then that 
Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Sir P. C, R%y and others 
thought that the time had come when they should step 
into the breach and try to bring about a reconciliation 
between Government and Non (Jo-operators. With this 
view Pandit Madan Mohan and others interviewed leading 
Non-Co operators and those in authority Lord Ronald - 
■shay, in his speech, at the Legislative Council referred to 
the gravity of the situation and defined the firm attitude 
of Government,

The Viceroy who had invited the Prince was natu
rally very indignant at the strange form of “ reception ” 
that awaited the innocent scion of the Royal House. 
Could anything be done at all towards a rapp roach men t < 

T h e  D e p u t a t i o n  t o  t h e  V ic e r o y  
A Deputation headed by Pundit Madan Mohan Mala

viya, waited on His Excellency the Viceroy at Calcutta
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Tah!X>r mbr  31 aif  ™<*ueated him to call a Round 
lab ri Gonference of representatives of people of all
m oifr ° o r 7 r  r bh a v/ ew to bdng ab°u t • m

•t agitation in open and avowed defiance of law is moan-
I™ *  *  Mr, Gandhi’s refusal' to V S  o f
the hartal io connection With H the Prince of Wales’
■Itt! “ leo f th T n "  Dsc8m'wria4’ »K »~»M y stiffened « ,«  
fd P l «  1  f ” T "  Intervtemd by fh„ Asoeiat-
o l S e r ;  f “  T *  •** m * n « *  «■gardmg tU  Viceroys reply to the Deputation
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I he Ahmedabab Congress 
Meanwhile the Annual Session of the Congress 

inet at Ahrnedabad, the headquarters of Mr, Ĝ iudHi
M r T ’ p rn a y a GaUdhi Se8sion< The President •elect*

■8w w l  I ? *  1U Pr,sf ”  f J 80 wore many other lead- era be,ides Hakim A j*a! Khan was elected to take the
Aair and toe proceedings were all in Hindi and Gujarati*
Mr. Gandfu was invested with full dictatorial power, by

S t f K z r i ; ; — ••'■•• - i
. ^ S s ^ 'S S “» r - ~ ? s
Mahatma Gandhi as the sole ere J v e  auSoritv of th?‘cS?*
£S£3 srsa ^ j& ste '. *? » S v * s

« s

*ors, all his aforesaid powerTmavlVl I L /  tĥ .r i5redews* 
•resoliition shall be deemed "u> authoS  S i  ln tiu’s
f  of a t a - w  Suc£4 „L°
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with the Government of India, or the British Government with
out the previous sanction of the All-India Congress Committee, 
to be finally ratified by the Congress specially convened tor the 
purpose and provided also that the present creed of the cong
ress shall in no case be altered by Mahatma Gandhi or his 
successor except with the leave of the Congress first obtained.

There were yet some in the Congress who went a step 
further than M r . Gandhi himself. Moulana Hmstafe 
Mohani stood out for complete independence and it is 
interesting to note bow valiantly Mr. Gandhi fought 
against the motion of absolute severance from Britain.
Mr, Gandhi opposed all his amendments and pinned 
the Congress down to his own dubious resolution.
Soon after the session, some of the Provincial organisations 
were busy preparing for a no-tax campaign. In 0 . £ ■> 
Gmserat, the Andhra and In the Punjab the movement 
threatened to assume a serious turn. Mr. Gandhi, him
self, while insisting that his conditions should be fulfilled 
before any taluka should embark on an offensive com- 
paign, threw the onus of responsibility on the Province
itself__Provincial autonomy with a vengeance ! But then
there were hopes of peace in the air.

The Bombay Conference
A conference of representatives of various shades 

of political opinion convened by Pundit Malaviya, Mr. 
Jinnah and others, assembled at Bombay on the i 4fcn 
.January 1922, with Sir 0. Sankaran Nair, in the Chair,
On the ’second day Sir Sankaran withdrew and Sir M. 
Visveswaraya took up his place. Over two-hundred leading 
men from different provinces attended. Mr. Gandhi was 
present throughout and though he refused to officially 
connected—an attitude resented by many-with the reso
lutions, he took part In the debates and helped the con
ference in framing the resolutions which were also ratified 
by the Congress Working Committee.

T h e  U l t im a t u m

While negotiations were going on between the 
representatives of the Malaviya Conference and H. K the 
Viceroy, Mr, Gandhi addressed an open letter to Lord
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.Heading. The .letter was in effect an ultimatum threaten- 
sog with the inauguration' of-offensive civil disobedience in 
Bardoli, The efforts of the Conference thus came to 
nothing as neither Mr, Gandhi nor the Viceroy would 
give up any one of their points. Compromise was im
possible. And the Government of India in a communique 
published on the 6th February in reply to Mr. Gandhi’s 
letter, repudiated his assertions and urged that the issue 
before the country was no longer between this or that pro
gramme of political advance, but between lawlessness with 
all its consequences on the one hand and the maintenance 
of those principles, which lie at the root of ail civilised 
governments. Mr, Gandhi in a further rejoinder issued 
on the very next day pointed out that the only choice 
before the people was mass civil disobedience with all its 
undoubted dangers and lawless repression of the lawful 
activities of the people,

T he Chatjri C hao.a a Tragedy

M I©  Mr, Gandhi was about to inaugurate mass 
civil disobedience in Bard oh", there occurred a terrible 
tragedy at Chauri Chaura on the 14th February when an 
infuriated mob, including some volunteers also, attacked 
the tkani, burnt down the building and beat to death not 
less than twenty-two policemen. Some constables and 
chaukedars were literally burnt to death and the whole place- 
was under mobocracy, Mr. Gandhi took this occurrence as 
a third warning from God to suspend civil disobedience, 
and the Bardoli programme was .accordingly given up.
On the lHh the Working Committee met at Bardoli and 
resolved to suspend all offensive action including even 
picketing and processions.. The country was to confine 
itself to the constructive programme of Khaddar manu
facture. The Working Committee advised the stoppage 
or all activities designed to court imprisonment.

lie suspension of mass civil disobedience in 
Bardoli, which was recommended by the Working- Com
mittee at the instance of Mr. Gandhi, was resented by 
some of his colleagues and followers. In reply to coni-
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Spondents who attacked hire, he wrote follows
in Young India of February, 23:

I feel still more confident of the correctness of the decision 
of the Working Committee, but if it is found that the country 
repudiates xny action I shall not mind it. I can but do my duty.

■ A leader Is useless when he acts against the promptings of his 
own conscience, surrounded as he raust be by people holding all 
kinds of views. He will drift like an anchorless ship if he has 
not the inner voice to hold him firm and guide him. Above all,
I can easily put up with the denial of the world, but any denial 
by me of my God is unthinkable, and if l did not give at this 
critical period of the struggle the advice that I have, i  would 
be denying both God and Truth.

The All-India Congress Committee met on the 25th 
at Delhi to consider the Bardoli decisions and though the 
latter were endorsed it was not done without some impor
tant modifications, to feed the growing demand for 
Degressive action on the part of the extreme Non-Co-opera
tors. From subsequent events it is fairly certain that 
the Delhi resolutions confirmed the Government's resolve 
to prosecute Mr. Gandhi, a resolve which was held in 
abeyance after the Bardoli programme was made known. 

Mr. Gandhi’s A rrest
For months past the rumour of Mr. Gandhi’s impend

ing arrest was in the air. Expecting the inevitable Mr. 
Gandhi had more than once written bis final message. But 
in the first week of March the rumour became more wide
spread and intense. The stiffening of public opinion in 
England and Mr. Montagu’s threatening speech in defence 
of his Indian policy in the Commons, revealed the fact that 
the Secretary of -State had already sanctioned Mr. Gant vii s 
prosecution, Chsuri Chaura and the Delhi decisions were 
p r e s u m a b ly  the immediate cause of Government’s action 

■on Mr. Gandhi, .Realising that his arrest would not long 
be deferred, Mr. Gandhi wrote a farewefi message in I oung 
India calling on bis countrymen to continue the work or 
the Congress undeterred bv fear, to prosecute the Ikhaddev 
programme, to promote Hindu-MusJitn unity and to

■ desist from violence at any cost.
Meanwhile he was arrested at theSatyagrah.% Ashram, 

Ahmedabad, on Friday the 10th March. On the 11th noon

M E  60 M. K. GANDHI f



Messrs, Gandhi and Sankarlal Banker the publisher were 
placed before Mr. Brown, Assistant Magistrate, the Court 
being held in the Divisional Commissioner’s Office at 
Sahibab. The Superintendent of Police, Ahmedahad, the 
first witness, produced the Bombay Government’s authority 
to lodge a complaint for four articles published in Ymmy 
India, dated the 15th June, 1921, entitled “ Disaffection 
a Virtue ”, d a ted the 20 th September, “ pampering with 
Loyalty” dated the 15th December, “ The Puzzle and Its 
Solution” and “ Shaking the Manes,” dated the 23rd Febru
ary 1922, Two formal police witnesses were then produced,
The recused declined to cross-examine the witnesses.,
Mr. M, K. Gandhi, who described himself as farmer and 
weaver by profession, residing at Satyagraha Ashram, 
Sabarmati, said :

I simply wish to state that when the proper time comes I 
shall plead guilty so far as disaffection towards the Government 
is concerned. It is quite true that I am the Editor of Young 
xndia and that the articles read in my presence were written 
by me and the proprietors and publishers had permitted me to 
control the whole policy of the paper.

The cage then having been committed to the Sessions,
Mr, Gandhi was taken to the Sabarmati Jail where he was 
detained till the hearing which was to come off on 
March i 8. From his prison Mr, Gandhi wrote a number 
of inspiring letters to his friends and colleagues urging the 
continuance of the Congress work,

The Great Trial

At last the trial came off on Saturday the 18th March 
before Mr, 0. N. Broomfield, I. C. S., District and Sessions- 
Judge, Ahmeoabad, Of the trial itself it is needless to 
write at length. For it will be long before the present 
generation could forget the spell of it, It was historic in 
many ways. Men’s minds involuntarily turned to another 
great trial nineteen hundred years ago when Jesus stood 
before Pontius Pilate, Mr, Gandhi’s statement (both the 
oral and the written statements) was in his best form, 
terse and lucid, courageous and uncompromising, with just 
that touch of greatness which elevates it to the level of a

f f l  ■ § l
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masterpiece. Never before was such a prisoner arraigned 
before a British Court, of Justice. Never before ..were the 
laws of an all-powerful Government so defiantly, jet, with 
such humility, challenged, Mon of all shades of political 
opinion, indeed all who had stood aloof from the movement 
and had condemned it in no uncertain terms, marvelled at 
the wisdom and compassion .and heroism of the thin spare 
figure in a loin cloth thundering hie anal hem as against the 
Satanic system,, And jot none could be gentler nor more 
sweetly tempered than the prisoner at the bar with a smile 
and a nod of thanks and recognition for ovary one, 
including his prosecutors. An eye-witness has given an 
account of the scene and we can not do better than quote 
his words:—

Mahatraaji stood up and spoke a few words complimenting 
the Advocate-General on his fairness and endorsing every state
ment he made regarding the charges. “ I wish to endorse all 
the blame that the Advocate-General has thrown on my 
shoulders ”, said Mabatmaji in pathetic earnestness,, “and I 
have come to the conclusion that it is impossible for me to 
dissociate myself from the diabolical crimes of Chaim Ohaura 
or the mad outrages of Bombay/’ These words of confession 
seemed to penetrate every heart 'throbbing In that hall and 
make those present there fool miserable over the mad deeds of 
their thoughtless countrymen.. The speech finished afid Mahat
ma ji sat down to read his immortal statement. It is impossible 
to describe the atmosphere of the Court-house at the , time he 
was, and a few minutes after he finished reading his state
ment. Every word of it was eagerly followed by the whole 
audience. The Judge and the Advocate-General, the military 
oflicera and the political leadern all alike strained their ears and 

| wore all attention to hear the memorable statement of the Great
Man, Mahatmaji took nearly 15 minutes? to read his statement,
As he proceeded with his reading, one could see the atmosphere - 
of the Hall changing every minute, This historic production was 
the master’s own. The ennobling confessions, the convincing 
logic, the masterly diction, the elevated thoughts and' the in
spiring tone—all produced instantaneous effect on the audience 
including the Judge and the prosecutor. Eor a minute eyery- 

f;| body wondered who was on trial—-whether Mahatma Gandhi 
before,, a British Judge or whether the British Government 
before God and Humanity. Mahatmaji finished his statement 
and for a few seconds there was complete silence in the Hall. 
Hot a whisper was heard. One could hear a pin falling on she 
ground.
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The moat unhappy man present there was perhaps the 
Judge himself- He restrained his emotion, cleared his voice, 
gathered his strength and delivered his oral judgment in care
ful and dignified words. No one could have, performed this duty 
better. To combine the dignity of his position with the courtesy- 
due to the mighty prisoner before him was no easy task. But he 
succeeded in doing it in a manner worthy, of the highest praise. 
Of course, the prisoner before ^him belonged of a different cafe- 
gory from “ any person he ever tried” or is 'likely try in. 
future- And this fact influenced his whole speech and demean
our. His words almost fell when he came to _ the_ end ana 
pronounced the sentence of simple imprisonment for six. years,

And who is this Mr. Gandhi, who at the ago of 53, 
has bean sentenced to sis years5 imprisonment ? Lie is the 
man whom the convicting judge himself described “  as 
a great patriot and a great loader, as a man of high ideals 
and leading a noble and even saintly life,” a man in whom, 
as Gokhalo aptly described, * Indian humanity has really 
reached its high water-mark ’ art. tn whom a Christian 
Bishop witnesseth 1 the patient sufferer for the cause of 
righteousness and mercy.’ Such a man has been condemn
ed despite his public avowal of his huge mistake, his 
penitance for the same, Ms decision to suspend his aggres
sive programme, and his grave warnings that it tould be 
:i criminal ” to start civil disobedience in the existing 
state of the country, Even some of the Anglo-Indian 
papers have condemned the action of the Government as a 
blunder; and on© of these has gone so far as. to characte
rise'it as 11 a masterpiece of official ineptitude/ And such 
a criticism cannot be described as altogether undeserved or 
unjust, Mr. Gandhi’s agitation originated with the 
Rowlatt Act. It received strength on account of the 
calculated brutalities and humiliations of the Martial Law 
regime. And the climax was reached when the solemn 
pledges of the British Prime Minister in regard to Turkey 
were conveniently forgotten at Severe. The Rowlatt Act 
has since been repealed, the Punjab wrongs have been 
admitted and an appeal has bean made to “ forget and 
forgive,” Mr. Gandhi’s bitter complaint that the British 
Ministers have not sincerely fought for the redemption of 
the solemn pledges to the Mussulmans has been proved to

. M. K* GANDHI ^
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be well founded. And so the three great grievances 
for which Mr. Gandhi has been fighting— are griev
ances admitted by all to be just. In the opinion 
of Mr. Gandhi and most of his countrymen
there would never have arisen these festering sores 
* if we were in our country what others are in their 
own/ if in short, we too had been given •* the Self- 
determination,” for which elsewhere so much blood and 
treasure have been sacrificed. The whole question there
fore reduces itself to one dominant problem— the Problem 
of Swaraj, And the problem of Mr. Gandhi is no less than 
that, But for the lost faith of the people in the sincerity 
of the British, even this question would not have assumed 
such on acute form as we find it to-day.

You cannot solve this problem by clapping its best, 
brightest and noblest exponent even though bis methods 
may be novel and his activities inconvenient and some- 
tithes dangerous, Sir John Bees was not far wrong 
when, he observed that “ Gandhi in Jail, might prove to be 
more dangerous than Gandhi out of it,” 'There is a 
world of significance in the warning of Professor Gilbert 
'Murray: -•••

“ Persons in power should be very careful when they deal 
with a man who cares nothing for sensual pleasures, nothing for 
riches, nothing for comfort or praise or promises but simply 
determines to do what he believes to be right. He is a danger
ous and uncomfortable enemy because his body, which 
you can always conquer, gives you so little purchase upon his 
soul,’'

—  ■-«- -— -
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South African Indian Question
THE B E G IN N IN G  OE TH E  STRU GG LE

The fo llo w in g  is the f u l l  tex t o f  a  lec tu re  delivered  
a t the P a c h a iy a p p d ’s Hall, M adras, on O ctober 26, 1896, 
b y  M r. M- K. Gandhi on  th e  “  G rieva n ces  o f  In d ian  
settlers in  S ou th  A fr ic a .”  T he H on , M r, P, A n an d a  
C har In p r e s id e d . R esolu tion s sym p a th is in g  w ith  ihc  
In d ia n  se ttlers  and exp ressin g  regret a t  the action, o f  ik e  
H om e and In d ia n  G overnm ents in  h a v in g  assented  to  
the In d ia n  Im m igra tion  A m endm ent B ill  w ere  passed.
Mr, G andhi sa id

Mr, Presidents and Gentlemen,— I am iso plead before 
you ob’:- evening for (she 100,000 British Indiana in South 
Africa, the Sand of gold and the aaat of the late Jameson 
Raid; This documents will show you (here Mr. Gandhi 
read a credential from she people of Natal deputing him 
to piesad their cause} that 1 have baau deputed to do so 
by tbs signatories to it who profess to represent the
100,000 Indians, A large majority of this number are 
people from Madras and Bengal. Apart, therefore, from 
the interest fclstte you would take in thorn as Indians, you 
are specially interested in the matter.

South Africa may, for our purposes, be divided into 
fetid two self-governing British Colonies of Natal and the 
Gape of Good Hope, the Grown Ooicny of Zulu land, the 
Transvaal or the South African Republic, the Orahgs
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Fraa State, She Chartered Territories and She Portuguese 
Territories comprising Del ago a Bay and Beire.

South Africa is indebted to the Colony of Natal .for 
tfoa presence of fcha Indian population there. In the year 
1860, -when in the words of a member of the Natal Parlia
ment, “  the existence of the Colony hung in the balance,11 
the Colony of Natal introduced indentured Indians into 
the Colony. Such immigration is regulated by law, is 
permissible only to a few favoured States, e g ,, Mauritius,
Bij»» Jamaica, Straits Settlements« Daraarara and other 
States and is allowed only from Madras and Caloutea.
Aa a result; of the immigration, in the words of another 
eminent Nabalian, Air. Saunders, "Indian immigration 
brought prosperity, prices rose, people were no longer 
content to grow or sell produce for a song, they could do 
better." The sugar and tea industries- as well aa sanita
tion and the vegetable and fish supply of the Colony are 
absolutely dependent! on the indentured Indiana from 
Madras and Calcutta, The presence of the indentured 
Indiana about sixteen years ago drew the free Indians in 
the shape of traders who first went there with a view to 
supply the wants of their own kith and kin ; but after
wards found a very valuable customer in the native of 
South Africa, called .Zulu or Kaffir, These traders are 
chiefly drawn from the Bombay Main on Mahornsd an a 
and, owing to their less unfortunate position,, have 
formed themselves into custodians of the Intore®te 
of the whole Indian population there. Thus, adversity 
and identity of interest® have united in t* com- 
pf,ot body the Indians from the three Prasidenoiae and 
they take pride in calling themselves Indians rather than 
Madrasses or Bengalees or Gujarafcees, except whan it is 
.aeeaasary to do so. That however by the way.
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These ladiane have now spread all hues: South.
Africa, Natal which is governed by : a : Legislative 
Assembly oohsisfeing of 37 members elected by the voters,

■a liegislasi ve Council consisting of. 1.1 members nominat
or by the Governor who represents the Queen* and a 
movable Ministry consisting of 5 mambarsf contains‘a 
European population of 50,000, a native .population of 
400,000, and an Indian population of 51,000. Of the
51.000 Indians about 16,000 are aft present serving their 
indenture, 30.000 are those that have completed their 
indenture, and are now variously engaged' as- domesfcio 
servants, gardeners, hawkers and petty traders and 
about 5,000 are those who emigrated to the Colony on 
bbair own account and are either traders, shop-keepers, 
assistants or hawkers, A tew are also sohbol-masters, 
interpreters and clerks.

The self-governing Colony of the Gape of Good Hopa 
ban, I  believe, an Indian population of about 10,000 (son- 
eisbing of traders, hawkers and labourers, Isa total 
population ia nearly 1,500,000 of whom not m ore' than
400.000 are Europeans. The rest are natives o f tha 
country and Malays.

Tea B)u«i African:-Bspablio of the Transvaal which 
*s governed by two elective Chambers oalledl the VoU 
karaad and an Executive with the President at its head 
baa an Indian population of about 5,000 of whom about 
200 are traders with liquidated assets amounting to 
nearly £100 000, The rest are hawkers and waiters or 
household servants, the latter being men from this 
Presidency. Its white population is estimated at roughly
120.000 aad the K. *,£fk population at roughly 6o0,GOO„
This K-spublio ia uubjeot 6b the Queen's aaaarainty. And: 
there ia a convention between Great Britain and fcfa*



. . . . ■■ V p
S  TUB • 30'UX'H AFRICAN- SHIM A R QlTlWIflOK \ C T

Eapttblio wb'ioh ieeares tbe property, trading an fi farm
ing right of all pereoos other than aatives of South 
Africa in common with tba citizens of the Republic.

The other States have no Indian population to speak 
of, because of'the grievances and disabilibitse except tha 
Portuguese territories which contain a vary large Indian 
population and which do not give .any trouble to tha- 
Indiana.

The grievances of the Indians in Boftfeb Africa are 
two fold, i,e ,, those that are due to the popular: iU-feelioft 
against the Indiana and, secondly,, the legal di sahib ties- 
placed upon them, To deal with the first, tbs Indian is 
the most hated being in South Afrioa. Every Indian 
without distinction 1b contemptuously sailed a coolie." 
l i e  is also called “  Sammy, "  Ramasawmy," anything 
but -‘ Indian." Indian Bohooi-maBters arc nailed " coolie- 
Hohool'noft.BterB,”  Indian storekeepers are ' coolie store*

• keeper si’ ' Two Indian gentlemen .from Bombay. Messrs,. 
Pada Abdulla and Moos HajaaGaasim, own steamers- 
■Tbtiir eteamere are “  eoolia ships."

Tbore is a very respectable firm of Madras traders- 
by name,. A. Colandaveloo H-llay & Oc* They-have built 
a large block of buildings iu Durban, these huiSdings are: 
oahed coolie stores " and the owners are ’ * coolie 
owners,’ ' And I  eau assure you, gentlemen, that there is 
m  much diffarenee between the partners of that firm and; 
a “  coolie "  aa there is between any one iri: this hall and 
a coolie. The railway and in spite of the*
■oootradi#l0b that has appeared in official quarters 
which l  am going- to deal with presently, I repeat, treat 
US as beasts. W e oannot safely walk on the foot-paths,
A Madras®! gentle mailt .spotlessly dressed, always avoids
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■fsba footpaths of prominent) streets in Durban for fear 
he should be insulted or pushed off.

Ws ara fcho "Asian dlrb ”  to be "heartily cursed,'* We 
are “  ohokefal of vice ”  “ and we live upon rise, ”  we at© 

stinking coolies "  living on " tb@ a mall of an oiled tag©/’ 
wa are" the black vermin,"Iwa are described in the Statute 
Books as "  semi-barbarous Asiatics, or persona belonging 
to the uncivilised races of Asia.” W e "breed like rabbits" 
and a gentleman at ta meeting lately held in Durban said 
ha "was sorry we Could not he shot like them.”  There 
are coaches running between oarb&in places in the Trans
vaal. We may not sit inside them. It is » sore trial, 
apart from the Indignity it involves and contemplates, to 
have to sit outside them either in deadly winter morning, 
lor the winter is severe in bhe Transvaal, or under a 
•burning sun, though we are Indians, The hotels refuse 
us admission. Indeed, there are oases in which respect 
able Indians have found it difficult even to procure 
refreshments at European places, It was only a short 
time ago that a gang of Europeans set fire to an Indian 
store in a village (cries  o f  sham e) called Dundee in Natal, 
doing soma damage, and another gang threw burning 
crackers into the Indian stores in a business street ia 
Durban. This feeling of intense hatred has bean re
produced into legislation in the various States of South 
Africa restricting the freedom of Indians in many ways,
To begin with, Natal, which is the most important from 
an Indian points of view, has of late shown the greatest 
activity in passing Indian legislation. Till 1894, the 
Indians had been enjoying the franchise equally with the 

'  Europeans under the general franchise Jaw of the Colony, 
which entitles any adult male being a Brit ish subject to 
be placed on the voters’ list, who possesses Immoveable

, Vi ir f r? ** y > A, ’ ', f <3



r \ S B  THE- SOUTH AFBIOAN INDIAN; QVfcSXXON V V |
v- yy. y 7 , .  - ,

"  property worth i$50 or pays an annual r©|| of 4>!0 Thera*
is a separate franohiaa qualification for the Zulu. In 
1894;, the Natal Legislature passed a Bill disfranchising 
Asiatics by name. W o resisted it So the Local Parlia^ 
meat bat without any avail! W® then memorialised the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and hs a restilh that 
bill was this year withdrawn ■ and replaoed by another 
which, though not quite to had aa the first one, is bad 

.enough.' It' says that no.natives of ooun tries (nos of 
European origin) which have not hitherto possessed 
elective representative insfeitctionij founded on the 

* Parliamentary franchise, shall be plaoed on the voters
roll unless they shall first obtain an exemption from the- 
Governor in Council. Phis bill excepts from its operation 
those whose names are already rightly contained in any 
voters' list.- Before being introduced it  was submitted to 
Mr, Chamberlain who has approved o:" it. We have 
opposed it on the ground that we have such ine#uttpns 
in India, and that, therefore, the Bill will fail in its object 
if it is to disfranchise the Asiatics and that therefore also- 
it is'a harassing piece o f legislation and is calculated to 
involve us in endless litigation and expanse. This is  
admitted bn all bauds, The very members who Voted for 
it thought likewise. The Natal Government organ says 
in effect; J~-

We. know India has such institutions and Uierotora the bill will* 
not apply to the Indians, But Vfe can hava that bill or none. If it 
disfranchises Indians, nothing ohn be better. If it does not, then 
too we have nothing to fear f for the Indian nan never gain pofifeloat 
supremaoy and if neoesaary, we can soon impose an educational teat 
or raise the property qualification ■which, while disfranchitfpg 
Indians wholesale, will not debar a single European from, voting,

Thus the Natal legislature is paying a game of '"toss 
up”  at tbs Indians' expense. We are a fit subject for 
vivisection under the Natal Pasteur's deadly scalpel and.



Knife, with this <3 iff arenas between tba Paris Fasten? and 
the Natal Pasteur that, while the former indulged in vivi- 
Beotian with the object of benefiting humanity, the latter 
has been indulging in it for the sake of amusement out of 
sheer wauibnness, The object of this measure is not 
political, It is purely ami simply to degrade the Indians 
in the words of a member of tbs Natal Parliament, “  to 
make the Indian’s life more comfortable in big native 
land than in Natal,’ ’ in the words of another eminent 
Natalian, “  to keep him for ever a hewer of wood and 
drawer of water,” The very fact that, at present, there 
ai-Q o®ly 250 Indiana as against nearly 10,000 European 
voters shows that there is no fear of the Indian vote 
swamping the European, For a fuller history of the 
question, I mua-i refer you to the Green Pamphlet. The 
London T im es which has uniformly supported us in our 
troubles, dealing with the franchise question in Natal, 
thus puts it in it® issue of the 27&h day of dune of this 
year :....

The question now put before Mr, Chamberlain is not m 
academic one." It is not a (juastion of argument but of race feeling.
We cannot afford a war of rttoes among our own subjects, it would 
be a wrong for the Government of India to suddenly arrest the 
development of Natal by shutting ajjt the supply of immigrants, as 
it would be for Natal to deny the right of citizenship to British 
Indian subjects?, who, by years of thrift and good work in the 
Colony, have raised themsalvea to Che actual status of citizens,

If fibere is any real danger of the Asiatic vote 
swamping the European, we should have no objection ho 
an educational test! being imposed or the property 
qualifications being raised. What we object to is class 
legislation and the degradation whioh it necessarily 
involves. Wfl are fighting for no new privilege in oppos
ing the Bii), we arc resisting the deprivation of tha one 
we have been enjoying.

( i f  B f e p  ■ ■ j f o T
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In stoiet -accordance with the policy of degrading 

the Indian to the level of a raw Kaffir and, in ilia words 
of the Attorney'General of Natal, " that of preventing 
hfab from farming part o' the f.a litre South African 
nation that is going to be built,'” the Natal Government 
last year introduced their Bib to amend the Indian 
Immigration Law which, I regret to inform yon* has 
received the Boy a 5 sanation in spite of our hopes to the 
-contrary. This - news was received after the Bombay 
meeting., and it will, therefore, be necessary for me to 
dens wish this Question at some length, also because this 
question more immediately affects this Presidency and 
can be best studied here, Up to the I8ch day of August, 
3B94, the indentured immigrants went under a oqntraofe. 
of service for five years in consideration for a free 
passage to Natal, free board and lodging for ■them selves 
and their families and wages at the rate of tan shillings 
per month for the first year to ha increased by .one ahii- 
ling every following year, They wars also entitled to a 
free passage back to India, if they remained in the 
Colony another five .years as free labourers. This is now 
changed, and, in future, the immigrants will have either 
to remain in the Colony for ever under, indenture, their 
wages increasing to 20 shillings at the and of the 9th 
year of indentured service, or to return to India or to 
pay an annual poll-tax of £8 sterling, equivalent to 
nearly half a year’s earnings on the indentured scale, A 
Commission oonsieting of two members was sent to India 
in J.893 by the Natal Government to induce the Indian 
Government to agree to the above alterations with the 

exception of the imposition of the poll-tax. The present 
Viceroy, while expressing his reluctance, agreed to the 
^Iteration subject to the sanction of Cue Home Govern-*



taenfi, refusittg to allow the Natal Government to make 
the breaoh ot tiha claim? about compulsory raturn u 
criminal offense, The Natal Government have got over 
She difficulty by the pail-tax Glauas.

The Attorney-General in discussing that clause said 
that while an Indian ootihl not ha sent to gaol lor raius* 
log fco return to India or to pay she tax, so iong as thera 
was anything worth having in his hat, it will be liable 
to seizure. We strongly opposed that Bill in the local 
Parliament and failing there, sent a memorial So Mr, 
■Chamberlain, praying either that the Bill should be dir* 
allowed or emigration to Natal should bo suspended,

The above proposal was m soled 10 years ago and it 
was vehemently opposed by the most eminent colonists 
in Natal, A Cmoralssion was then appointed to inquire 
into various matters oonoeruipg Indiana in Natal, Ooe 
of the Ootnmissioiieta, Mr. Saunders, says in bis addi
tional report::—

Though the 'Commission Sins made no raocmmecdatioo on 
the aubjeot of passing a law to force Indiana back to India at the 
expired'-a of their term of service, uoIobs they renew their inden 
tures, I  wish to express my Btrocg ooaeemnation of any such idea, 
and I feel convinced that, :xia«v, who now advocate the plan ,wbeu 
they realise what is means, will reject it as energetically as I do.
Stop Indian emigration and face results, but don't try to do 
what I can show ie a great wrong.

What is it but taking the best of our servants (the good as well 
as the bad), and then refusing them the enjoyment of the reward, 
forcing them back (if we could, but we cannot) when their best 
days have been spent for our benefit. Whereto? Why back to 
face a prospect of starvation from which they sought to escape 
when they were young, ShyJook-lifes, taking the pound of flash, 
and Shylock-hke wo may rely on it meetiog yhyloek’js reward.

The Colony can atop Indian immigration, and thai, perhaps, 
far i;aore easily and permanently than some * popularity seekers* 
would desire. But. force men off at she end of their service, this 
the Colony cannot do. 'And I urge on it - not to discredit a fair 
name by trying.

(i f W  ) j) the beginning  of the  STRUGGLE 9 v S  I
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The Attorney-Genera! of Natal who iatrodtioec! febw 
Bijf under discussion• expressed the following vievfre while 
giving hie evidence before the Ootmniesion ; —

With 5cefflren.ee to time-expired Indians, I do not think that is 
ought to he compulsory on any man to go to any part Qf the world 
awe for a prime for which ha re t ransported. I hear a great deal 
of this question; I have been asked again and again to taka » dif
ferent view, bus X have not been able to do it, A man is brought 
here, in theory with his men consent »w practice very often without 
his consent, he gives the best five years of hie life, ha forme new 
ties, forgets the old ones, perhaps sstabliahaa hoimi here, and ha 
cannot, according to my view of right and wrong, bra sent back. 
Better by far to stop tfaa further introduction of Indians altogether 
than to take what work you can out nf them arid ordar them away,. 
The Colony, or part of the Colony, seffps to want Indians but also- 
wishes to avoid the consequences of Indian immigration, The 
Indian people do no harm an far as I know ; in certain respsota 
they do a great deal of good. I have never heard a reason to jus
tify the extradition of a man who has behaved well for five years.

And Mr, Bitms who came to India as one of the 
Natal Commissioners to ioduoa tfaa Indian Government 
feo agree bo the abovo-ooeutiotjad alterations gave febu 
following evidauoa before the Commission ten years- 
ago ;—

I think the idea which has been mooted, that all Indians 
should ba compelled to return to India at the end of thair term of 
indenture, is moat unfair to the Indian population, and would' 
never be sanctioned by the Indian Government, In my opinion 
the free Indian population ia a most useful section of the com
munity

, Bub then great) men may change tbair views as of
ten and as quickly as they may change their clothes 
with impunity and even to advantage, In them, they 
Say, auob changes are a result of clnoera conviction, Ib
is a thousand pities, however, that unfortunately for the- 
poor indentured Indian his fear or rather the expectation- 
that the Indian Government will never sanction tha 
change was not realised.

The London S ta r  thus gave vent to its feelings cm 
reading the B ill :—

w ’S w i  p
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if^2.-S>Th8ae particulars aw enough to throw light nprn the hateful • 
pei'stoution s>o which British Indian subjects are being subjected.
The new Indian Immigration Law Amendment Bill, wteioh virtu
ally pronoBes to reduce Indians to a state of slavery, is another 
example,, The thing ia a monstrous wrong, an insult to British 
eubjaata, a disgrace to its authors, and a slight upon ourselves.
Every Englishman ia concerned to see th!!i  the commercial greed 
of the South African trader ia not permitted to wreak such bitter 
injustice upon men who alike by proclamation and by statute are 
placed upon an equality with ourselves before the Law.

The London Tim es also in supporting our prayer 
has compared tha state of perpetual indenture to a "state 
perilously near to slavery.” It also says i—

The Government of India has one simple remedy, It can 
suspend indentured immigration to South Africa ae it has sus
pended such immigration to foreign possessions until it obtains the 
neooBsary guarantees for the present well-being and the future 
«fcatua of the immigrants. . . . .  It is eminently a ease for sensible 
and conciliatory action on both sides, . . , But the Indian Govern
ment may be forced to adopt measures in connection wuh the 
wider claim now being urged by every section of the Indian com* 
munity and which has been explicitly acknowledged by Her Majefl* 
tyfs Government at home—-namely, the claim of the Indian races 
to trade arid to labour with the fall status of British subjects 
throughout the British Empire and in allied States.

The letters from Natal informing me of the Royal 
sanction to this Bill ask me to request the Indian publics 
to help us to get emigration suspended. I am well aware 
that the idea of suspending emigration requires careful 
consideration. I humbly think that there is no other 
conclusion possible in the interests of the Indians at 
largo. Emigration is supposed to relieve the congested 
dialricbB and to benefit those who emigrate. If tha 
Indians instead of paying tha poll-tax, return to India, 
the congestion cannot bo effected at all. And the re
turned Indians will rather be a source of difficulty than 
anything else aa they must necessarily find it difficult to 
get work and cannot be expected to bring sufficient to 
live upon tha interest of imeir capital la certainly will.



oofc benefit! the emigrants as they will .never, if the 
■•Government oah possibly help it, ba allowed to rise .higher 
than.'the' statue of labourers. Tbe fact is that they 
are'being helped on i;o degradation.

Under such circumstances I burablv ask you to 
••support dur prayer to suspend emigration to Natal, 
unless the new law eau ba altered or repealed, You will 
naturally be anxious to feaow the treatment of the 
Indians while under indenture. Of course, that life can • 
not be bright under aiiy ciroumsfcsmaea ; but I do not 
think their lot is worse than the lot of the Indiana simi
lar ly placed in other parts of the world, At the same 
'time they too certainly coma in for a a hare of the fire- 
mend mm colour prejudice, 1 oan only briefly allude to 

•the matter here and refer to the ouHqus Green Pamphlet 
wherein it has bean more fully discussed. Thera .is a end 
mortality from suicides on certain estates in Natal. It is 
very difficult for an indentured Indian to have his 
■services transferred on tba ground of ill-treatment. An 
indentured Indian after he becomes free is given a free 
■ pass. This ho has to show whenever asked to.do so, 
It is meant to detect desertion by the indentured Indians. 
The working of this system is a source of much irrita
tion to poor free Indians and often puts respectable 
Indiana in a very unpleasant position. This law really 
would not give any trouble, but for the unreasonable 
prejudice. A sympathetic Protector of Immigrantst 
preferably an Indian gentleman of high standing and 
knowing the Tamil, Telugu and Hindustani languages, 
would certainly, mitigate the usual hardships of the 
indentured life. An Indian immigrant who loses hits 
•free pass is, as a rule, nailed upon to pay £3 .sterling for

' ,, ' ' ' ' 1,1* ,
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ftftf'uplioafee copy. This is nothing hut a system ot 
blackmail.

The 9 o'clock rnia in Natal which makes it necessary 
for .every Indian to carry a pass if ho wanfce to bo out. after 
9 P.M.! at bha pain of baing looked up ia & dungeon, cause* 
much heart'burning especially m oos the gentlemen 
from this Presidency.' Yon will be pleaded bo hoar that 
children of many indentured Indiana receive a pretty 
good education ; and then wear as a rule the European 
dress. They are a moat sensitive: class and yet unfortu
nately most liable to arrest under She 9 o'clock rule.
The European dress for an Indian is no recommendation 
in Natal. It if? rather the reverse, For the flowing 
robs of a Memon frees the wearer, from such molestation.
A happy incident described in the Green Pamphlet led 
the police in Durban soma years ago• to free Indians thus- 
dressed from liability 'to arrest) altar 9 P.M. A Tamil 
school-mistress, a Tamil school-master .and a Tamil 
Sub day school-teaoher ware only a few months ego 
arrested and looked up under this law. They all got 
justice in the law courts, but that was a poor consolation.
The result, however, waa that the Corporations in Natal 
are damoarmg for an alteration in the Saw so that ;& 
might be impossible far such Indians to get. off scot-free- 
in the Law Courts. - .

There is a Bye-Law in Durban which requires 
registration of coloured servants, This Bale may ba and 
perhaps is necessary for the Kaffirs who would not work, 
but absolutely useless with regard to the Indians, Bat 
the policy is to class the Indian with the Kaffir whenever 
possible.
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This does noli complete the list of grievances i»  
Mab&l. I £bu»4 beg feo refer the carious feo the Grass** 
Pamphlet for further information.

Safe, gentlemen, you have been told lately by the 
Natal Agflofe-Gsneral that the Indiana are nowhere hatter 
treated than in Natal; that the faofi that a majority! of 
the indentured labourers do not avail fehemselves of the 
return passage is the bast answer to my pamphlet, and 
that the railway and tram-oar officials do not treat the 
Indians as beasts nor do the Law Courts deny them 
justioe.

With the greatest deference So the Aganfi-Ganaral, ail 
I can say as feo the first statement is that ho must have 
very queer notions of good treatment! if feo be looked up 
for being out after 9 P.ftf. without a paas, to bo denied tbs 
most elementary right of oitizanafaip in a free oounfery, to 
be denied a higher status than that of bondmao and at 
beat a free labourer and feo bo subjected feo other restric
tions referred bo above, are instances of good treatment, 
And if such treatment is the best the Indians receive 
throughout the world, then the lob of the Indiana in other 
parts of the world and bora must be very miserable 
indeed, according feo bha oommanaaosa view. Too thing 
Is that Mr. Walter Peace, the Agent-General, is made bo 
look through the official spectacles and to him everything 
official is bound bo appear rosy. The legal disabilities 
are condemnatory of the action of bha .Natal Government 
and bow oau the Agent-General ba expected bo coo demo 
himself? If he or the Government which he represents 
only admitted that the legal disabilities mentioned above 
were againsb the fundamental principles of the British 
Oonsbitution, I should nob stand before you this evening.
I respectfully submit that statements of opinions mad»
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'v̂ y /t l ie  Agent-General cannot be allowed, ko have greater 

weighs khan those of.au accused person about hie own 
guilt

The Jack thak feba 'indentured Indians as a rule do 
not avail themselves oi tha rot,urn passage wa do not 
dispute, but wo certainly dispute that it is the best 
answer to our eopa l̂amfie. Haw can that «»«*»■ disprove 
■khe existence of the legal disabilities ? It may prove that 
the Indians who do not taka advantage of the return 
•p&ssage either do nob naiad the disabilities or remain in 
the Colony in spit® of such disabilities. If the former be 
the ease, it is the duty of those who know better to 
make the Indiana realise their eibuafciou and to enable 
them to see that submission to them means degradation.,
If the latter be the case it is emu more inetanoe of the 
patience and the forbearing spirit of the Indian Nation 
which was acknowledged by Mr. Chamberlain in his 
Dos pa tau in connection with the Transvaal arbitration. 
Because they bear thorn it* no reason why the disabilities 
should not be removed or why they should be interpreted 
into meaning the host treatment possible.

Moreover, who are thaea people who, instead 
of returning to India, settle in the Colony ? They 
are the Indians drawn from the poorest classes and 
from the moat thickly populated districts possibly 
living in a abate os semi-starvation in India, They 
migrated to Natal with their families, if any, with 
the intention of settling there, if possible, Is it any 
wonder, if these people after the expiry of their in. 
denture, instead of running/ to face semi-starvation,’ 
as Mr. Saunders has put it, settled in a country where the 
pliimto is magnificent and where they may earn a decent 
living ? A starving mao generally would stand &uy
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amount! of rough treatment fco gab a crumb of bread.
Do nob the 0 iiilartdors make out a terribly long list; 

of griavanqes in the Transvaal? And yak do they not- 
flock bo the Transvaal in thousands in spit© of the iil-
tr©aliment they reoeiva there becausa they ©an earn their 
bread in the Transvaal more easily than in the old 
country ?

This, too, should be borne in mind shall in making 
his abatement, MV* ifcaaoe baa nob taken into account the 
free Indian trader who goes bo the Colony on hi© o in  
account and who feels most the indignities and disabilities.
If It does nob do bo teli the Qitiander that ha may not go 
lo tha Transvaal if be cannot baar theill-treatment, much 
iaaa will it do bo say so to the enterprising Indian. We 
belong to the Imperial family and are children, adopted 
it nafty be, of the same august mother, haying the 
same rights and privileges guaranteed to us as to the- 
European children* It was in that belief that we went 
So the Colony of Natal and wa trust that our belief was 
well-founded.

The Agent-General baa ootitrsdiobed bhe statement 
made in the pamphlet that the railway and tramoar ■ 
oflioials treat the Indiana as beasts, Even *i the state
ments I have made were 'incorrect, that Would not 
disprove the legal disabilities which and which alone have 
bean rmdn the subiact of memorials and to remove which 
we invoke the direct intervention of the Home and the 
Indian Governments. Bub I venture to say that p a  
Agent*General has been misinformed and beg to repeat 
that trie Indians are treated as boasts by the railway 
and the kramcar offieials. That statement waa .fade 
now nearly two years ago in quarters where it oouid have 
been contradicted at once. I had the honour to address



x ' open latter * bo the members of kb8 Loci*?. Parltamecb 
lo Natal, It was widely circulated in the Colony a«3d 
nofeioed by almost) every leading newspaper in South 
Africa. No one odn&radietied it then. Is was even 
admitted by soma newspapers. Under snob circumstances,
I venturac! to quota it) in my pamphlet) published here, 
l am nos given ho exaggerate matters and rh is very 
unpleasant to me to have Do aits testimony in my own 
favour, bat since an attiempti has been made feo disoredife 
my stiftbrneata and thereby the cause I am advocating, I 
feel it to be my duty lor the sake ol bfcie cause bo tell yon 
•vhab the papers in South Africa thought) about) the ‘ open 
letter' in which tha statement was made.

The Star, the leading newspaper in Johannesburg,
says ;--• '' tGs ' > r

Mr, Gundbs writes Soroibly, mode rataly and well, He h»e 
himself suffered aotoe slight measure of injustioe since he came 
into the Colony, but. that fao* does nob seem to have coloured bis 
sentiment, and it muBfc be confeased that to tbs tone of tbs opsin 
letter uoobjeokiou can reasonably he taken. Mr. Gandhi discusses 
the questions be has raised with oonspiououa moderation.

The N a ta l M ercu ry , the Government organ in Natal, 
says ;—

Me. Gandhi writes with calmness add moderation. He ia as 
impartial as any one could expect him to be and probably a little,

■ more sb. tbar. might have been expected, considering that he did 
not reeoeive very |(ld| traalimesit at the bands of the Law Society 
when he first came to the Colony,

Hud I made unfounded tftatflmenbs, bha newspapers 
.-aid nob have given such a certificate bo the ’ open 

letter.
An Indian, aboua two years ago, look out a second 

aiaaa ticket on the Natal railway. In a single night jour- 
aay he was thrice dig bur bed and was Swica made. 4b 
change eoDapartmaute to please European passengers.
The Cass oaijae before the Comb and bhe Indian got £  10 

3
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dartoages. The following is the plaintiff's evidence in the 
case

Deponent got into a second class carriage in the train, leaving 
Charlestown at 1-80 P,M, Tb̂ &e other Indians ware in the same 
oompartment, but they got ohs at New Castle, A White man 
opened tbs door of the oompartment and beckoned to witness, 
saying “ coma out. Sammy.” Plaintiff asked, " why,” and the 
while man replied “ Never mind, come out, I wane to place some
one here.” Witness said, “ why should I come out from hare 
when I have paid my fare The white man then left and
brought an Indian who, witness believed, was in the employ of 
the railway, The Indian was told to tell plaintiff to get out of 
the carriage, Thereupon the Indian said, “ the white man orders; 
you to come out and you muBt ooma out." The Indian then left. 
Witness said to the white man, “ what do you want to shift me 
about for, I have paid my fare and have a right to remain here,” 
The white man became angry at this and said, “ well, if you 
don't oome out, I will knock hell out of you,” The white man 
got into the carriage and laid hold of witness by the arm and tried 
to pul! him out. Plaintiff said, “ Let me alone and I will oome 
out.” The witness left the carriage and the white man pointed 
out another second class compartment .and told him to go there. 
Plaintiff did aa he was directed. The oompartment ha wag shown 
into was empty. He believed some people who were playing » 
band were put into the carriage from which ho was expelled. This 
white man was the District Superintendent of Railways at New
castle. <Shame), To proceed, witness travelled undisturbed to 
Maritzbcrg, He fell asleep and when he awoke at Maritoberg ha 
found a white man, a white woman and a child in the compart
ment with him, A white man came up to the oarriaga and said,
“ Is that your boy speaking to the white man in the oompart
ment V  Witness's fellow-traveller replied “ yes,” pointing to his 
little boy, The other white man then said, “ No, I don’t mean 
him, I mean the damned coolie in the corner.” This gentleman 
with the choice language was a railway official, being a shunter. 
The white man in the compartment replied, ** Oh never mind him, 
leave him alone,” Then the white man outside (the official) said,
“ I am not going to allow a coolie to be in the same oompartment 
with white people.” This man addresssd plaintiff, saying "Sammy, 
come out,” Plaintiff said, “ why, I was removed at New Castle to 
this compartment.” The white man said, “ well, you must oome 

, out” and was about to enter the carriage, Witness thinking he 
would be handled as at New Castle aaid he would go out and left 
the compartment, The white man pointed out another second 
class oompartment which witness entered. This was empty for a 
time but before leaving, a white man entered, Another white man, 
(the official), afterwards came up and said if you don’t like ta 
travel with that stinking ooolie I will find you another oarriage,” 
(Tha Natal Advertiser, 22nd November, 1893.)
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Yon will buYe nobbed that the official at Maritaborg 
mat-in-sated the Indian p&aaengor although hie whita 

■(fellow*passenger did not mind him. If this is nab bestial 
breftbmoab, I should very rauob like tea know wbab b . and 
■juob occurrences iakp place offeiu enough bo oe Irritating, 

lb was found during bhe case fcb«|». onti of bha 
"witnesses for bba defendant was coached. tn Rtsswar ws 
ft'tjueabiou from the Bench whether the Indian-passengers 
were braaisad wilih consideration, the witness who was 

• one of bhe officials referred bo replied, in bid?- affirm ar.-'
Thereupon bha presiding Magistrate who tried-bhe m »o is 
reported bo have said bo the witness, 1 Then you hr-*a ^  
a different opinion bo what I have and1 ibis a carious 
thing Shat) people who are nob connected with Sbi& 
railway observe more than yon. ’ :

The Natal Advertiser, a European daily >■: Durt. t, . 
made the following reoqasks on the ease

It was indisputable from the evidenoe that the Arab had.been 
badly treated and seeing that second olaaa tickets are ifWuad to 
Indians of this description, the plaintiff ought not to have been 
subjected to unnecessary annoyance and indignity, Soma
-definite measures should be taken to minimise the danger of trouble 
arising between European and coloured passengers without tender- 
ing the carrying Out of such measures annoying to any parson 
whether black or white.

To the course of its remarks on the sams ease the 
.'Natal Mercury observed :—

There 'is throughout South Africa a tendency to'•treat all.
Indians, as coolies pare and simple, no mattes whether they -ns : ';a~ 
catsd and cleanly in their habits dr cot- • . On our'r>iJ-vfy-8 we 
have noticed on more than one oooasion that coloured ps stages }< 
ate not by any means treated with civility, and although is weald. 
be unreasonable to expect that tbo white employees of-'.be N.S.E 
should treat thorn with the same deference as is vwciotued to 
European passengers still we think it would not be in any way 
derogatory to their .dignity if the officials were a little mote Sttitoifor 
tn modo when dealing with coloured travellers.

The Cape Times, a leading newspaper m Samflh 
Africa, says



Natal presents tbs carious upeotacle of a country entertaining 
8 supreme contempt. for the very olaas of people she oan iaaBt do 
without, Imagination can only picture the commercial paEalyeia 
which would inevitably attend the vhthdrawai of the Indian popu
lation from that Colony, And yet ihe Indian is the moat despised 
ol creatures, he may not ride in the tram-cars, nor sit in the same 
compartment of a railway carriage with the Europeans, hotel* 
kaepars refuse him food or shelter and he is denied the privilege of 
the public bath ?

Hera «  the opinion of an Anglo-Indian, M r Dram 
morsel who is intimately connected with the Indians in 
Natah He says# writing to the Natal Mercury :—

The majority of the people hero seem to forget that thay are- 
British subjects, that their Maharani is our Queen and for that 

m rmwa alone one would think that they might be spared he oppro
brious tetm of ' ooolie, 1 as it is here applied, In India it is only 
tho lower class of white men who calls native a nigger and treats 
him as if he were unworthy of any consideration or respect. In 
their eyes, as in the eye* of many in this colony, ha is treated 
ritbar as a heavy burden or a mechanical *nachiuo..-.-....*li is a 
common thing and a lamentable thing to heat she ignorant and 
the auenlightenerl speak of the Indian generally as the scum of 
the earth, eto. It is depreciation from the white man and not 
appreciation that they gat,

I think I haves adduced aa£Soienf outside testimony 
feo substantiate my statement that the railway officials 
treat the Indians as beasts. On the traauoar?., the 
Indians are often nob allowed to ait inside but are sent 
upstair s,’ as the phrase goes. They are often made to 
remove from one seat bo another or prevented from ocou ■ 
pving front benches. I know an Indian officer, a Tamil 
gentleman, dressed in the latest European style who was- 
made tc stand on the tram-ear board although there waa 
accomodation available for him.

Quoting statistics to prove the prosperity of the 
Indian community is quite unnecessary, It is not denied 
that the Indiana who go to Natal do earn a living and 
that in spite of the persecution,

M B  SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN QUESTION o L
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In- the Transvaal wa cannot own landed property, wo 
■may nofe hrade or reside except in specified locations, 
which are described by the British Agents “ as places to 
deposit! the refuse of the town without any water except 
the polluted soak age in the gully between' fch-a location 
and the to wo,'" We may not as of right walk oh the 
footpaths in Johannesburg and Pretoria, wo jooaV not be 
out after 9 p. M. We may not travel without passes,

'The law prevents us from travelling first or second class 
on the railways, We are-required, to pay- a special regie- * 
frrafrion fee of £8 to enable us to settle in fjba Tranivaal 
and though we are treated as mere *’ chattels? ” and 
have no privileges whatever, $jjre may be called upon 
i o render compuisory military service, if Mr. Chamberlain 
disregards the Memorial which wa have addressed 
to him on the subject. The hiatqry of the whole 

-ease as ib affects the Indians'in the Transvaal is vary 
interesting and I am only sorry that for want of time 
I  cannot deal with it now. I moat, however, beg you to 
study it from the Green Pamphlet* I mnat riot omit to 
mention that it is criminal for an Indian to buy native 
-gold,

The Orange TVee State has made "'the British 
Indian an impossibility toy simply classifying him wish 
the Kaffir,as its chief organ puts it, It has passed a 
•Bpeeial law whereby, we are prevented from trading, 
farming or owning property under any droumstanoea.
I f  we submit to these degrading oon'diiioQl we may he 
allowed fro reside after passing through certain; humiliats- 
ing ceremonies We -were driven out from the State 
and our stores ware closed causing fro us a loss of £9,000.’
And this grievance remains absolutely without refiress- 
TbO 'Capa Parliament has passes! a Bill granting the 33%8|


