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. gnte significant’ and impressive.  Tens and 'hﬂndx-c}ds‘ of

.‘i;;l_’xdixsahd-s.".-ig'si-_the'red in different cities, and never within =
Jiving memory bave such demonstrations been witvessed,
" In the weanwhile the Satysgraba Commitlees in

different centres of India were actively earryivg on their

propaganda. The Central Committee of = which M,
Gandhi wag the president, adviced that for the time being
laws regarding prehibited literature and registration of
newepapers wight b civilly disobeyed, Accordingly on the
7th April Mr. Gandhi issued a notice to organise, regulate
and control the sale of these publications. A leaflat called

- Natydgraki was at once brought out as also some early

writing of Mr, Gandhv's which was pronounced to be
geditious, The first print stated among other things : e
. “Ohe editor isliable at any moment to be arrested, and it
i§ impossibie to ensure the continuity of publication until Tndia
i3 in & happy position of supplying editors enough to take the
place of those who are arrested. It is not our intention fo break
for all time the laws governing the publication of newspapers.
This paper will, therefore, exist so long only as the Rowlath
Legislation is not withdrawn,” S S B
Meanwhile as contemplated by My, Gandhi he wag
arvested st Kogi on his way to Delbi on the morning of the
10th April' apd served with, an order not to enter the
Punjab and the Distriet of Delbi,' The oflicer serving the
‘order treated him mest politely, assuring him that it would be
bis most painful duty to arrest hiw, if he elected to disobey,

_ bub that there would be no ill-will between them. Mr.

‘@Gandhi swilingly said that he must elect to disobey ag it
was his duty, und that the officer ought also to do what was
#is duty. Mr. Gandbi then dictated a message to Mr,
Pesai, hig secretary, laying special emphasin in his oral
‘messago that none should resent his arrest or do anything
' painted with untruth or violence which was sure to barm
the sacred cause,
My, Gandhi srrived in Bombay on the afternoon of
' thé 11th April, having been prevented from entering the
Provioces of the Punjab and Delhi. An order was scon.
_after sexved on him requiring him to confine his activities

 within the limits of the Bombay Presidency. Having heard
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-bE the rviots and the consequant bloodshed in different '
places ho caused the following message to be vead at all the

meetings that evening:— : CRR

1 have not been able to wnderstand the cause of so much

" -excitement and disturbance that followed my detention. Itis

 anot Satyagraha. It is worse than Duragrahe. Those who
join Satyagraha demonstrations are bound ong and all 1o

refraic at all hazard from viclence, not to throw stones orin

.any way whatever to injure anybody. . = ; i

. I therefors suggest that if we cannot conduct this move-
ment without the slightest violence from our side, the move-
ament might have to be abandoned or it may be necessary to
give it a different and still mors restrioted shape. It may be
necessary to go even further, The time may come for me to

offer Satyagraha against oursolves. I would not deem it a

disgrace that we die. I shall bs pained to hear of the death

‘of a Satyagrahi, but I shall consider it to be the proper

wacrifice given for the sake of the struggle. _

! do not see what penance 1 can offer excepting that it id
for me to fast and if need he byso doing togive up this body
.and thus prove the fruth of Satyaprahs, I appeal to you to
peacefully disperse and to refrain from asts that may in any
avay bring disgrace upon the people of Bombay. el S

But the Duragraha of the few upset the caleulation
of Mr, Gandhi, as he had go constantly been warned by
‘many of his friends and adwirers who could not bowever
subscribe to his faith in eivil disobedience. The story of
the tragedy needs no repeating. It is written on the
t;g,blet of time with hitter memories, and the embers of
that conbroversy have not yet gsudsided, But Mr,

‘Gandhi, with a delicacy of conscience and a fine apprecia.
tion of truth, which we have learnt to associate with his
name ag with that of Newman, felt for the wrongs done to
Haglishwen with the game passionate intensity with which
ho felt foe those inflicted on his owa countrymen. Few
word_s of remorse in recorded literature are more touchiog

“than thoss aftered by Mr. Gandhiin his spsech at Abme-
dabad on the 14th April 1919, They ave in the supreme

~masnner of Cardinal Newman's Apalogia '

‘Brothers, the events that have happened in the conrse of
the last few days have been most disgraceful to Ahmedabad,
and as all these things have happened in iny name, I am asham-
ed of them, and those who have been responsible for them
have thereby not honoured me butdisgraced e, A rapior vun



fyhtoﬂghmy hody Gould havdly have pained me more. I haye.
~ . #aid times without number that Satyagraha admits of no vio-
| ‘Jenee, no pillage, no incendisrism: and still in the name of
0 Babyagraha we burnt down buildings, foreibly captured weapouis,
. ‘extorted money, stopped trains, cut off telegraph wires,. killed
innocent people and plundered shops and privete houses, [f
| deeds such as these could save me from the priton house orthe
‘scafiold 1 should not like to be so saved. : AL o
' Itisopen to anybody to say that but for the Satvagraha.
campaign there would not have been this violeénce. For this I
have already done a penance, to my mind an unendurable one,
namely, that I have had to postpone my visit to Delhi to seek
- xe-arrest and I have also been obliged fo suggest a temporary
 xestriction of Batyagraha to a mited Reld.  This has been more
- painfulto me than a wound, but this penance is not enough,.
and 1 have therefore decided to fast for three days, 4 e, 12
bours, I hope my fast will pain no ope. I belisve a Seventy-two
bours * fast is easier for me than a twenty-four hours' fast for
you, And I have imposed on me & discipline which I can bear,
- In consequence of the violence, he ordered & general
#uspension of the movement on the 18th  Aprilionly to be
' ‘resumed on another ocession which was soon to follow in
- 'the heels of the Punjab tragedy. . i i
o THE PUNJAB DISOKDERS [ A
Before pasging to a consideration of the Khilafun
question and Mr, Gandbi's lead which made it such a potent
and All-Tndia agitation we must say a word on the aftex-
math of the Panjab tragedy. It is unnecessary to recount
the extraordivary happenings in the Punjabas timo and
i - wigilant enquiries have laid bare the unserupulous methods:
ari of that Government.  For over a year, the tale of the Punjab
‘atrocities, the shooting down of a defenceless and unarmed
gathering of fome 2,000 men, women and children in cold
plood at the Jallianwallah Bagh, the monstrons methods
of martial law administered by Col, Johrson and Bosworth
Bmith, the oufrageous indignities to which the poor people
‘of the place were subjected, the callous disregard of life:
und wespect with which Bir Micheel O'Dwyer and Briga-
dier Dyer were inflicting some of the worst features of
Prussienism on a belpless people—the crawling order and
the public flogging—thess have been the theme of countless
~articles and speeches, The Punjab revelations have shock- __
wd the conscience of the civilized world which conldv

M. K. GANDHI
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 scarcely believe that such frightful acts of brutality could
be possible in the British Government. till the Hnnter
Commission confirmed their worst apprehensions, -
But it wss long before the Government could
be forced to appoint a Commission of Inquiry, And at
last only a Committee was appointed while ail India wag
anxions for a Royal Commission. It was therefore decid-
ed to proceed with an independent enquiry. Mr. Gandhi
hesded the Congress Sub Commitiee and carried cuta
most searching and thorough investigation, It was a pity
he could not lead the Congress evidence before the Hunter
Clommittee, owing to certain diffevences between the two-
Committees in regard to the freedom of certain witnesses
" then under confinement. Suffice it to say that the Congress
Committeo decided mnot to give evidence, or in any way
participate with the Hunter Committee. y :
 But under the able and indefatigable guidance of Mr.
‘Gandhi the Congress Committee collected n great mass of
material for judging the Punjab disorders. They oxamin-
od over 1,700 witnesses and recorded the evidence of no
less than 650. Mr. Gandhi’s participation in the Committee
waa iteelf a guacantes to its merit as en authoritative and
~ respongible body. In fact no name could carry more:
weight thau Mp, Gandhi's in the matter of veraciby in such
“an undertaking--an undertaking likely to prejudice and
warp the judgment of many, When in April 1920 the
Report was published it was hailed everywhere ag an
unanswerable docarent—the vesult of patient industry
‘and dispassionate judgment on a most brutal and savege
~episode in contemporary history.

Soon after, the Hunter Report which was for many
monthe in the hands of the Cabinet, was alge issued,
accompanied by a despatch by the Secretary of State,
The Report recorded indeed many of the faets published
already in the Congress Report, laid stress on the evils of
Satyagraba, condoned the bloody exploits of Gen. Dyer
as “an error of judgment” (a diplomatic euphemism for
the slaaghter of the inmoceuts) and vindicated the stabes-
manghip of Sir Michol O'Dwyer! The force of perversion
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“eonld no fuether ga'l Mr Lﬁbfnta.gu however, pa.nmona.tely i
denounced Glen, Dyér's savagery as inconsistent with the
principles  of British CGovernment but curiously enough
paid o tribute to Biv Michel's sagacity and ficmness and
* the Viceroy’s policy of masterly inactivity ! This was bad
-enough from the Indian point of view, 'But there sprang
up a wild seream from the Anglo Indian Press, and Mem~
. Bahebs in gearch of sensation and notoriety discovered im
‘Gen, Dyer the saviour of British India. The Pioneer and
other prints followed the lend of the London Mmin’y&
Post and  appealed for funds towards a memorial to this
" gallant soldier who shot men like rabbite, while a sact:ou of
‘the Indian Press urged that ** Chelmsford wust go.” Then
followed the debate in the House of (ommons which was
- Aookad forward to with some excitement, The House ulti:
mately retained its honour in the debate and though Mr,
Montagu, Mr, Asquith and Mr. Churchillspoke with g pro--
found sense of justice and carried the day, there was no’
doubt of the mentality of the average Eoglishmen. Bat it
waa loft to the Flouse of Peers to boetray the utter demoralisa-
‘tion that had set in, Lord Finlay’s motion condoning Gen,
Dyer was passed in spite of the masterly speeches of Lord
‘Ourzon and Xord Sinha, Though the noble Iords’
action could have no copstibutional value it was yet‘-
anindex to the depth of Euaglish ignorance and preju-
. dice.  Above all, some officers who had misbehaved
‘in the late tragedy still continued to exercise authority
' in the Panjab, and Mr. Lajpat Kai started a propaganda 5o
boyeott the New (Jouncilssolong as they were not dispens-
ed with, Mr, Glandbi who bad already made up his mind
o offer Satyagrahe in varying forms in connection with
; the Khilafat question reedily joined the Liala and issued

the following note in July 1920 ;-
Needloss to say I am in entire acoord with T.als Lajpas
Rai on the question of a boycott of the Reformed Councils, For
» me it is but one step in the campaign of Nou-Co-operation, as
1 feel aqually keenly on the Punjab question as on the Khilafat,
Lala Lajpat Ral's suggestion js doubly welcome. X have seen
a suggestion made in rore quarters than one that Non-Uo~
operation with the Reforms should commence after the process
of ta}ectlon hag been, gone through. I cannot help saying thad;' ;
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4 is a mistake to go through the election farce and the expense
ofit, when we ¢learly do not intend to take part in the proceeds
ings of these Legislative Councils. Moreover, a great deal of
educative work has to be done among the people, and if T conld
T ‘would not have tha best attention of the country frittered
away in electioneering. The populace will not understand the
beauty of Non-Co-operation, if we seek election and
then resign; but it would be a fine education for them if
eloctors are taught not to elect anybody and unanimously to
tell whosoever may be seeking their suffrage that he would
not represent them if he sought election so long as the Punjab
and Khilafat questions were not satisfactorily settied. 1 hope,
‘however, that Lala Lajpat Rai does not mean %o end with the
boyrott of the Reformed Councils. We must take, if necessary,
‘every one of the four stages of Non-Co-operation if we are fo
‘be regarded as a self-respecting nation. The issue i clear.
Both the Khilafat terms and the Punjab affairs show thab
Indian opinion counts for little in the Councils of the Empire.
- It is a humiliating position. We shall make nothing of the Re-
Forms if we quietly swallow the humiliation, Tun my humble
opinion, therefore, the first condition of real progress is the re-
moval of these two difficulties in our path, and unless soma
‘Ih)ﬁttgrlc:iaurse of ackion is devised, Non-Co-operation wmust hold
e field. :

Tre KaILAFAT QUESTION : i
We have referred more than once to Mr. Gandhi’s
.gonnection with the Khilafat question, ‘The country was
in the throes of a tremendous agitation-—an agitation
which gained euormously in its intonsity and popular
‘appeal by the raere fact of Mr. Gandbi's participation in it,
It would take us far afield fo digcuss the whole guestion of
the history of the Khilafat movement. Briefly put, it
. regolves itself into two primary factors, The first was the
‘Premier's pledge aud promise, that after the war nothing
wounld be done to disturb the integrity of the Ottoman
- Bmpire both a8 a coucession to Muslim loyalty and in
. accordance wibh the principles of self-determination, The

gecond was that the yiolation of imperial obligation was

thoroughly imworal and should at all costs bie resisted by
_ ali self-respecting Mabomedans.  In this gigantic enter-
prige Hindus  must help Mshomedans and join hands
with them as a token of neighbourly regard. This at any.
rate was the interpretation put upon the Khilafat quo.stio;x
by My, Gandhi, Mr, Gandbi would not stogp to cousider
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““that the Government of India could possibly bave no voice
‘in the determination of an internationsl negotiation. He
krew that the Goveroment of India bhad represented the
Indian feeling with some warmth and that My, Montagu
and Lord Sinha had dove their best to voice the claims of
dudin at the Peace Table, But he held that the Government
of India bad not done all in their power and when the

texms of Treaty with Turkey were published with a lengthy _
| mote from the Government of India to soothe the injured:
 gentiment of the Muslim people, Mr. Gapdbi wrote a ye.
markably frank letter to H. B Lord Ch¢lmsford, the
Viceroy, on June 14, 1920, in which he pointed outi-—
' The Peace terms and Your Kzcellency’s defence of them
have given the Mussulmany of India a shook from which it will’
/'be difficult for them to recover. The terms viclate Ministerial
- pledges and utterly disregard the Mussulman sentiment, i |
| censider that as & staonch  Hindu, wishiog to live on terms of’
the clovest friendship with my Mussulman countrymen 1 should
be an unworthy son of India if I'did not stand by them iu their
bour of trial.  In my humble opinion their cause is just. They

' claim that Turkey must not be punished if their seniiment is to.

‘' 'be respected, Musiim soldiers did not fight to inflict punish-
“ment on their own Khalifa of to deprive him of hig fervitories,
‘The Mussulman attitude has been consistent throughout these

five years. My duty to the Enipire to which 1 owe my loyalty,
vequires e to resist the oruel violence that had bseu done to:
Mussulman sentiment. 8o far as Iam awara the Mussulmang
and Hindus have as s whole logt faith in British justice and
honour. - ' ] ] AT e e

. 'The report of the majority of the Hunter Committes, Your:

9 Bxcellenoy’s despatch thareon, and Mr. Montagn s roply have
- only aggravated the distrust. In these circumstances the only

“eourse open to one like me is either in deapair ko sever all con-
peotion with British Ru e or if I still retained the faith in the
| inkerent superiority of the British Constitution to ail olhsrs at
present in vogue, to adopt such means as will reotifly the wreng
done and thus restore that confidence. BN
Nen-Co-operation was the only dignified and constifutiona }i
form of such direct action. For itis 'a right recognised from
times immemorial of the subjects to refuse to assist the ruler
who misrnles, At the same time I admit Non Ue-operation
practised by the mass of people is attended with grave risks.
But in a crisig such as has overtaken the Mussulmans of India,
1o step that is nnattended with large risks can possibly bring
about the desired change. Not to run some risks will be t&

count much greater risks if not the viﬂ;_ual- destruction’ of law
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! ;%'nd order; but there is yet an escape from Non-Cosoperation. b
he Mussulman representation has requested Vour Txoollency -
$0 lead the agitation yourgelf as did your distinguished prode-
cessor at the time of the South African trouble, but if you.
cannot see your way te do so and Non-Co-operation bscomes
the dire necessity, I hope Your Txcellency will give those who
have aceepted my advice and myself credit for being actuated:
by nothing less than o stern senss of duty. P
| Tre Nox: Co-orkrarioN PROGRAMME j
- And what was the Non- Clo-operation programme that
‘Mr, Gandbi had worked out for the adoption of the country
for rectifying the wrongs done to Muslim gontiment ? He
enunciated the four stages in the programme of Non-Oo-
operation in clear and unambiguous terns. '
" The first was the giving up of titles and honorary
offices ; the second was the refusal to serve Government in
paid appointments or to participate in any wanner in the-
working of the existing machinery of civil and judicial
| administration, The third was to declive to pay taxes and’
"the last was to ask the police and the military to withdraw
co-operation from the Government, From the fivat Mr.
Gandhi vealised the full scope of the movement and he had
‘no doubt of its far-reaching effeots. It cannot therefore-
o eaid that he started the movement in 3 fit of indigna-
tion. Far from it he had worked out his programma o
the farthest limits of its logic and had a clear grocp of all
its implications, From time to time he set right muny &
migeonception in the mind of the non- co-operationists, such-
for instance, in regard to the position of the nom co-
- operationist Vakil. Theve is no ambignity in what Mr.
Glandbi said, The Vakil should quietly wash bis hands off’
" ghe court, cases and all. My, Candhi took care to explain
- that no stage would be taken until he had made swe that
_he was on firm ground, That js, he would not embark on
. the last two stages till he bad created an indigenous
 panchayat to dispense justice and an  organization 5 Rl
* wolunleeré to maintain pesce and order, In any case,
violence shoul!d he complotely avoided. g
Now it uiust be admitted that many peopls had only
avague and hazy votion of Mr. Gandhi's programme
There were of course those who plainly teld Mr. Gandbi of
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Ay tha 1mpractmah1hty of his scheme and t;he dangors. mvolved
' init. Many Liberal League orgamsatmns implored Mr,
«Glandhi not to lead the country to a repetition of the

Puvnjab tragedy. Moderate leaders like Sir Naxayan Chon-
davarkar argued the futility of methods leadmg to
anarchy = and chaos, But the most amusing, even
at such serious times, was the attitude of mome
‘Congressmen, These were variously divided. All hailed
| Non-Oo-operation in theory. But when the  time
came for practising it, they flooded the country with a
masg of literature of the most tortuous kiad ; easuistry was
dealt in abundauce. - Aspirants after Couneil honours
refused to commit what they called *‘political suicide” by
“‘bogeotting the New Uouneils”. ~ Others affected to beliove
in the possibilities of further efforts of corstitutional agita-
tion.  Still others detected illegalities in some stages of

. Nowo Co-operation, And yet seme would not commit

. themselves but await the verdict of the Special Congress,

A minority would contest at the elections only to resign
again and yet some others would join the New Councils
just to' wreck the Reforms! What a eloud of words and

mystification of meaning! Toall this warfare of wordg

Mr. Gandhi’s own direcy and simple statements are in

rofreshing contrast. He spoke and wrote strongly on the

‘subject. Thevre could be no doubt of his intentioos or his
plans, There was no ambiguity in his language. His

words went straight as a bullet and he hadawbn,\saﬂma
seorn of diplomatic reserves in opinion, Whatever one
_may think of his views Mr, Gandhis’ lea.derahlp was
faultless and he held his ground with the £eweur of faith,

In no case would he play to the gailely nor make light
of hig cherished convictions even if he found the whela-; ¢

mass of the people ranged against him. He wonld not be

Jod away by the passing gusts of popular frenzy ‘and he

has & wholesome contempt for sycophaney of any kind,

-even to the people. He has a noble way of bearivg the_
brunt of all toil and trouble, e would nof like many
.other “léaders” throw the followers fanto the' f‘),ay while
they continue %o remam 'in comparatwe secunt-y Ha

\f L G.A\mm
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8 an mtsonvomant way of nrging the loaders. raally to
Atmmdmgly on the 18t of August, as be had already
announeed he led the movement by retummg his faiser-i-
hind gold medal to the Viceroy. In returning it he wrote
n lotter to FLis Hxeollency from wh‘mh we mhaﬁt quote the
following sentences :—

“ Tyents that have hapnenad durlng the pash month hava--
confirmed me in the opinion that the Imperial Government
have acted in the Khilafat matter in an unscrupulous, immoral,
and Unjust mariner and have been moving from wrong to wmng' !
in| order to defend their immorality, I can retain . ‘neither
_ resp eut nor aﬁeetmn for such aﬁGovemmant i |

; ’&our }:,xceilenoys light-hearted treatment of ofﬁmai grimea,
your'exoneration of Sir Micheal O'Dwyer, Mr. Montegi's des-
patch, and above all the shameful ignorance of the Punjab
events and callous disregard of the feelings of Indians batruyed
by the House of Liords have filled ma with the gravest misgive
ings regarding the future of the Empire, have estranged me com-
pletely from 'the present Government and have disabled me
from rendering ‘as I have hitherto-~whole-heartedly tendered,
“my loyal co-operation. -
e A 1 humble opinion the ardmarv method of agitating

by way of petitions, deputations, and the like is no remedy for:
moving to repentance a Government so hopelessly indifferent
to the welfare of its charge as the Government of India has
provad to be. In BEuropean countries condonation of such

| . grievous wrnngs as the Khilatat and the Punjab would have

~ resulted in a bloody revolution by the people. They would have

rosisted, at all costs, natiomal emasculation. Half of India
4 500 weak to offer violent vesistancs, and the other half is un-

willing to do so. I have therefore, ventured to suggess the
. remedy of Non-Co-operation, which enables those who wish to
dissoviate themselves from Government, and which, if it is
_ unattended ' by violence and undertakeu in ordered manner,
‘must compel it to retrace its steps and undo the wrongs com-
"mitted ; but whilst I pursue the polioy of Non-Co-operation, in
8o far as I can carry the people with me, L ghall not lose hope
that you will yet see your way fto do juatice, I therefore re-

' spectfully ask Your Excellency to summon a conferonce of
" recognised leaders of the people, and, in consultation with

them, to find a way that will gladden Mussulmam and do re-
paration to the unhappy Punjab.’

» Soon after, Mr, Gandhi star ted on an extanmm eam—
paign  preaching Non-Co-operation  to  largs audionces,
In August he camo to Madras where he delivered a power-
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ful speoch advocating his scheme. Mr. Gendli went
Tanjore, Trichy, Bangalore and other places and discoursed
‘on the same subject with bis accustomed energy, while his
weekly Young Indis was replete witk regular contributions
from his indefatigable pen. Week after week Young Indie
eame out with a series of articles from Mr. Gandhi's pan

ing objections and formulating methods of Non-Co-

 operation.

Conaress AND Nox-Co-0PERATION *

Mr. Gandhi’s immediate objective was to convert the
‘Special Congress to his creed. For as we have said though
‘many had jubilantly proclaimed their faith in his pro-
gramme, it was found that as time drew near for putting
‘his plans into practice they were busy finding loopholes to
‘escape the rigours of Mr. Gandhi’s discipline. Kveryhody
would throw everybody else into the struggle, A body of
men who had sworn by Mr. Gandhi and denounced
those who had the courage to differ from him were suddeniy
 faced with an awhkward dilemma. They felt the inconveni-
ence of suffering and seerifice and would fain be relieved of
their unwitting words of bravado, But Mr, Gandhi would
stand four square to all the winds that blow, Nor could
they with any grace secede from the Clongress, having so
violently denounced as treason the Moderates’ disregard of
‘the Delhi and Amritsar Resolutions, There was to their
‘mind only one course left apeo, 1. e, to thwart Mr, Gandhi's
yesolution in the open Congress, But Mr. Gandhi had
prepared the ground with characteristic thoroughness.
Kbilafat specials from Bombay and Madras had flooded
the (Jongress with delegates sworn to vote for him.  There
was o tough fight; in the Subjects Committee which sat for
vight long hours without coming to any apparent decision,
{Ovyer forty amendwents were brought in by different mew-
bors, twelve of them were ruled out as mere verbal repeti-
4ions and there remained no less than 28 amendments fo
consider, The speeches in the Subjects Committee were
remarkably frank, Messcs, Malaviya, Das, Pal, Jionab,
Baptista, all attacked the original resolution with warxth
~while Mrs, Besant vigovously assailed the very pringiple of
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O on-Uo-opemtion. Tha dobate was most sxmtmg The
| Presidont, Mr. Lnjpat Rei himself, spoke strongly againss
‘cartain important provisions of the Rosulut.wn. He would
not agree to the withdrawal of boys from schools nor could |
“he think it at all possivle to call ‘upon lawyers to leave
their practice. He was personally in  favour of ‘the
principle of Non-Clo-operation’ bus he doubted the wisdom
‘of committing the Coungress to those exbravagant and for-
i reaeiung items in Mr. Gandhi’s programme, | _

Bovcorr oy CouNcrLs ' :
‘But by far the most contentious item in the Reoli-
tion was that relating to the boyeott of councils, The bulk
of the nationalists wera strangely encagh opposed to it and
by a curious stretch of logic they considered obatruction i
. he council as preferabls to wholesale boycott, '
Lt M. €. R, Das, who was in charge of the main resolu-~

_ tion on behalf of the Reception Committee, agreed to Mr,

: Bepm Chandra Pal't amendment of his’ rasolutmn but if it
s dafaat.ad‘ he would stand by his own. Mr Pal's
amendmenti was puti to the vote and was lost, 165 voting for
and 161 against, Then another vote was taken on Mr,

Dasg’s resolution and Mr. Gundhi’s resolution a8 amended by
Pundit Motial Nehrn and as accspted by Mr, Gandhi bime
‘self, 1t is said that in the final voting a poll was takem = '/ .
133 voting for Mr, Das's resolution and 148 for B 4 O

Gandhi’s, thuda giving a majority to Mr. Gandhi of 15

votes and thus showing that the voting was very eloge, It |

is clear that tho Suhjects Cowmwmittee consisted of 206/

ntembers preseut and that 15 of whom vemained neuntrall

The groatest excitement provailed both inside the Cowan - 'y

mittee room and outside when it was known that Mr.

‘Gandhi won the day, Nearly two thousand people collected .
outside and shouted **Gandhi Mahstma Koo Jai *and

¥ __““ Bande Mataram.”

' . BXCITEMENT 1IN 'ﬂm comrmas : TR
Thaf gives the clue to the mentality of the Ucmgmru '
If Mr, Ctandhi conld win in the Subjects Committee itself =
thore was no doubt of his frinmph in the open Congress.
Btill Mr, Dag proposed to bring his ametidments to. tha
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open Oongress and take the verdiet, That verdiet was a
‘foregone conclugion, The Nationalists complained (what
androny of things!) that the Khilafats had prcked the
house and manceuvred o majority. There is no doubs that:
each party strove for vietory. When the Congress wet the
next day, Sir Asutosh Choudhuri moved for adjournment. .
of the question in the right legal way. Me, V. F. Madhava
Rao seconded it but the motion was lost by an overwhelm-
ing majority, - I '
Mr, Gandhi then rose to move his resolution amidst
thunderous applanse.  The Resolution ran as follows :—

This Congress is of opinion that there can be no content~
mentin India without redress of the two aforementioned wrongs
and that the only effeatual means to vindieate national honour
and to prevent a repetition of similar wrongs in future is the
ostublishment of Swarajya. This Congress is further of opinion

' that there is no course left open for the people of India but o
approve of and adopt the policy of progressive non-violent Non~
Co-operation until the said wrongs are righted and Swarajya ig
entablished. (et

i And insamuch as a beginning should be madd by the cinsses
who have hitherto moulded and represented public opinion and
{nasmuoch as Goveroment consolidates its power through tiiles
and honours bestowed on the people, through schools controlied
by it, its law courts and its legislative councily, and inasmuch
ag it is desirable in the prosecution of the movement to take the
minimum risk and to call for the least sacrifice compatible with
the attainment of the desired object, this Congress earnestly
advises: : i

(@) surrender of titles and honorary offices and resignation
from nominuted seats in local bodies ; i

(b) reinsal to attend Government levees, durbars, and other
official and semi-official functions hield by Goyernment officials
or in their houour; _ H A

(¢y gradual withdrawal ‘of children from schools  and
colleges owned, aided or controlled by Government and in place
of such schools and colleges establishment of national ‘gehools
and colleges in the varions provinces ; TR

(d) gradual boycott of British courts by lawyers and liti-
gants and establishment of private arbitration courts by their

~ aid for the settlement of private disputes; ;

(¢) refusal on the part of the military, clerical and.
Jabouring classes to offer themselves as rocruits for service in
‘Mesopotamia ; i ; i

" () withdrawal by candidates of their candidature for elec-
tion to the Reformed Councils and refusal on the partof the

G S
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- voters to vote for any caﬂ_d:id.a't'a' who may despite the Congress.
' advice offor himself for elaction. U I A )
g And inasmuch as Noa-Co- oppration has been conéeived

as a measure of discipline and self-sacrifice without which no
nation can make real progress, and inasmuch, as an opportunity
sbould be given in the very first stage of ‘Non-Co-operation to
every man, woman, and child, for such discipline. and self-sacri-.
fice, this Congress advises adoption  of Swadeshi in Piccegoods

on a vast scale, and inasmuch as the existing mills of India with
indigenous capital and control do not manufacture sufficient
yarn and sufficient oloth for the requirements of the nation, and
are not likely to do so fora long time to come, this Congress
‘adviges immediate stimulation of further manufacture on a
. large scale by means of reviving hand-spinning in every home
‘and hand-weaving on the part of the millions of weavers who
have abandoned their ancient and honourable calling for want

of encouragement, '

- In moving the resolution, Mr. Gandhi spoke with
compelling forvour. ¢'I gtand before you, in fear of God,”
he said, “ and with a sense of duty towards my country to
commend this resolution to your hearty acceptance,” My,
Gandbi said that the only weapon in their hands was Non-
Co-operation, and non-violence should be their creed, Dr.
Kitehlew seconded the resolution in Urdu,

/i | Mz, Pal then placed his amendment which proposed a
. mussion to England to present our demands and meanwhile
to establish national schools, formulate arbitration courts

and not to boycott the councils,

Mr, Das in supporting the amendment made an
appeal to My, Gandhi to consider the practical effect of his
victory, Mrs, Besant opposed both the resolution
and the amendment, while Pandit Malaviya and Mr,
Jinneh  preferred . the latter. Mesers,  Yakub Hasan,
Jitendra Tal Banerjen, Nebru and Rambhuji Dutt
supported Mr, Gandhi whose resolution was finally

~ The Congress reassembled on the 9th and the whole
§ morning was devoted to the taking of votes, province by
: province, for and against Mr, Gandhi’s motion, Ont of
twelve provinees only the Contral Proviness and Bepar
showed a majority against Mr, Gandhi’s motion, while in

the remaining ten provinces the majority of votes were in
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‘hig favour. The president announced that out of 5,814
_dolegates, the registered number of delegates who took
part in voting was 2,728 while 63 did not vote, Actual
‘voting showed that 1,855 voted for and 873 against Mr.
(3andhi’s motion, T

After this fateful decision it is no wonder that Con-
- gressmen who were avowedly against Nou- Co-operation
' found themselves in a difficult predicament. They hastily
: called for a meeting of the All-India Congress Comnmittee
and it was resolved to find a way out of the mess the Con-

gress had made, :

~ The mandatory nature of the Congress Resolution
was ralaxed at the instance of Pandit Malaviya ard a few.
.others who thought it suicidal to let slip the benefits of the
' hew veforms. It wag, however, thought inexpedient to
impair the authority of ' the Congress and Congressmen
like Mr. Patel in Bombay, Mr. Das in Bengal, Pandit
Motilal Nebru in U. P, Messrs. Madhava Rao and
Vijagaraghavachariar in Madras—though they had oppos-
od the Resolution in the Congress— decided to abide by
it, and withdrew their candidature from the forthcoming
eloctions, Many leading Congressmen resigned thair
houorary offices and relinquished their titlos. While Mr,
Gokaran Nath Misra, one of the Secretaries of the All-
India Congress Committes, and several office-bearers in the
" Provineial Congress Committees who were opposed to the
Resolution resigned their offices so as to leave the Congress
organisations free to work oub M. Gandhi's programme,

1t Mr. Gandhi's ‘influence was so decisive at the
Congress as to set at naught the opinons of Con-
gressmen like €, R. Das and Bepin Ohandra Pal, his autho-
rity was supreme ab the Nagpur Session in Dacember.
Nagpur in fact, witnessed the turning point in the history
of the Congress, asin that year Mr, (Gandhi, with an over-
wholming majority completely captured this ingtitution
and converted its leading spirits to his creed. Here it was
that the old creed of the Congress was discarded for the
mew one of indifference to British overlordship. i

. M. K, GANDHI
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With the change of creed and the wholesale adoption

“of the programme of Non-Co-operation the old Congress
. was virtually dead, The New Congress was inspired by a
new hopa and sustained by new methods altogether alien

@Lq
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to the faith of men like Dadabhai and Gokhale who had

guided it in its years of infancy and adolescence.
: Mr. .Gandhi was not slow to, uge- his great authority
- “over the Congress to further the movement of which he was

. the divecting head. At his command were all the Congress

i and K hilafat organisations, and he get out on an extensive
tour of the country preaching the new cult with the

fervour of a propbet. Hverywhere he was received with

| ovation, His Nagpur trinmph was the beginning of an
agitation bafore which even his Satyageaha demonstra-
| tions wera as nothing., Mr. Gandhi, 28 might be expected
-of one of his ardent and generous impulse, staked his life on
the agitation, and day after day he was unwearied in bis
. services and unsparing of himself in his devotion to what
might be called the most supreme and desperate adventure
ot v R AN '
.. As he went from place to place acecompanied by the
Al Brothers the movement became popular among the
ignorant and the literate, His fourfold programme of boy-
eotting schools, cloths, councils and Government Service
was the theme of his multitudinous discourses. Bub. the
wmost painful result (at any rate to those who are not of
hig pursuasion) was the calling away of youths from their
achools and colleges. Many a lad, led away by the glamour
of the great ideal and the irvesistable appeal of a saintly
‘leader, gave up their school edueation, the only education
‘available at present, RN
L h L THE STUDENT MOVEMENT
At Aligarh and Benares great efforts were made to
call away the students from the Muslim and Hindu Ugi-
versities, if they could not nationalise thewm, They wers
not quite successful though a few joined the Uongress, but
_in Bengal, at the instance of Messrs, . B. Dag and Jitond-
valal Banerjea, a large number of students flocked to their
standard and deserted the schools, It was such appeals



~ that enthused the youth of Bengal who created a pro-
found sensation by throwing themselves in their thousands
_at the steps of the Caleutta University Hall, that the few
. who did attend the examination had to do so by walking
. over their bodies.
. One peculiarity of the programme was that emphasis
was laid on each item as the occasion demanded. At one
time it was the boycott of schools, again it was the collec-
tion of a crore of rupees for the Swarajya Fund, a third
time it was the burning of mill cloths and yet again
‘it was the boycott of the Dulke or the good Prince. Kach
was in turn to bring Swarajya within the year., Thus iv
Fobruary the agitation centred on the boycott of the Duke
of Qonnrught to whom Mr, Gandhi addressed a dignified
if uncompromising letter, Mr. Gandbi wrote:—

. Ournon-participation in a hearty welcome to Your Royal
‘Highness is thus in no senge a demonstration against your high
personage, but it is against the system you come to uphold. ¥
know individual Englishmen cannot even if they will, alter
the English nature all of a sudden. If we would be the equals.
of Boglishmen we must oast off fear. We must learn to be self-
reliant and independent of schools, courts, protection and
patronage of & Government we geek to end if it will not mend.

By May the spirit of lawlessness had spread far and
wide and strikes and hartals became the order of the day.
My, Gandhi, however, resolutely discountenanced all
violence and he was seldom sparing in his admonition of
thoss who took part in the incident at Malegaon and other
places. Again and again, be spoke stroogly against the
apirit of non-violence which for a time broke oub as often as
ne decried it in all earnestness,

INTERVIEW WITH THE NEW VICERCY

1t was about this time too that Lord Chelmsford retired

‘and his place wag taken by Lord Reading, who came to
TIndis with a great repntation, An Ex-Lord Chief Justice of

Bogland and somotime British Ambassador at Washington-
during the fateful years of war—the new Viceroy inspired

groat hopes. -His reputation for justice, strengthoned by

his repeated assurances, and his reputation for tactfal

dealing of delicate questions were just the things of

M, K. GANDHI
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wmomentons need _"'foi-f;_I'l_'adia. No wonder, an air of hope
- ’and expectancy hung over tho whole country, :

Soon after Tord Rending arrived in India, an inter-

view wag arranged by Pandit Malaviya betweva the new
Viceroy and Mr. Gandbi,  Thig interview, which jalsted
inany hours, took place at Simla in May 1921, 'Muach
- speculation was rife as to its result and Mr, Gandbi
explained the' civcumstances and the results of his talk in
an article in Young India under the title ““The Sivaia
Visit,”  'What was the upshot of the visit 2 The leader of
_ the Noo:Co-operation movement and the head of the
Government of India got to know each other, It wasa
‘great thing. ; ' _
., Bub the immediate result of this was the statement
_issued by the Ali Brothers-—n statement in which they
regretted their oceasional lapse into excessive language and
promised to refrain from writing or spenking in any  man-
. ner likely %0 provoke violence, Thie ¢ definite result of
the interview ” was claimed aga victory for the Govern-
- ment, Others claimoed that it was a vietory for Mr, Gandhi
who explained that it was no apology or undertaking to
.. the Government but a res ssertion of the principle of non-
- violence to which the Ali Brothers had subscribed. It was
| & statement to the public irrespective of what the Gaovern-
ment might or wight not do with them. In sanswer to
<riticisms against his advice to  the Brothers, Mr, Gandhi
sboutly defended his action, and praised the Brothers’
attitude,

- Indeed Mr, Gandbi’s loyalty to his colleagues and
Paxticnlarly his affectionate and fratérnal regard for the
brothers is beautiful and touching to'a degree, And when
in Septomber 1921 the Brothers were prosecuted by the .

_ '_.Bombayj_(}ovarnme_n:ﬂ,_ Mr. Gandhi with fifty others issued
.. a public manifesto that * it is the inherent right of eve:
~ one to oxpress his opinion without restraint about the -
propriety of citizens offoring their services to, or remaining
in the employ of the Government whether in the civil ox
the military department.” e
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% : THE ETHIOS OF DESTRUCTION ' ;

fien " Another feature of Mr, Gandhi's activity which for &
a time threw a baleful light over the movement was the
enlt of destruction, as typefied in the burning of foreign
cloth. Rabirdranath Tagore and O, ¥ Andrews and.
geveral others, horrified at the wanton waste, pointed out
from time to time the evil effecte of this burning business.
Mr. Gandhi, mercilessly logical as ever, would heed 1o
such counss! but continued literally to feed the flames,
With that cultivated senso of distinction hetween the deer
and the thing done, which is ever present in men
such as he, there might be some efficacy in
this form of purification and self-denial, But many were
the critics who held that his bonfire mania was the surest
way to rouse all the evil passions of the multitnde and as
surely lead to hatred and civil strife, :

Tan BomeAv Rioms :

W hatever the root cause of the breaking out of violence:
and hooliganism, the landing of the Prince of Wales in
Bombay on the 17th November was made the occasion of
a ghastly tragedy, Mr, Gandbi had since the announce-
ment of the Royal visit appealed to his countrymen to
refrain from participating in the functions got up in
lionour of the Prince. Non-Co operators all over the
country had organised what ave known as ©bartals,’
closing of shops and suspending all work, and boyecot-
ting the Prince. In Bombay such activities resulted in
a great riot in which all parties suffered owing to the
hooliganism of the mischievous elements in the mob who
violated Mr. Gandhi’s injunctions to be non-violent acd
prought about a terrible riot, My, Gandhi was then In
Bombay and after witnessing the scene of the tragedy,.
wrote soms of the most stirring letters which, coupled with
the exertions of men of all parties, restored peace in the
aity,

As a penance for this ghastly tragedy he pledged
Kimself to fast till complete peace wae restored. Strangely
enough, the gitnation was well in hand in a couple of
days and on the fourth day in breaking the fast in the
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! ldnf'idab of a gathering of Co-operators, Non-Clo-operators,
Hindue; Muesulmans, Parsis and Christians, Mr, CGandhi
made @ thrilliog statement, . . NG
/ L'am breaking my fast upon the strength of your assurances,
I bave not been unmindful of the affection with which innumer-
able friends have surrounded me during these four days. I shall
ever remain grateful to them. Being drawn by them I am
plunging into this stormy ocean out of the heaven of peacein '
which I have besn during these few days. [ assure you that, in.
mpite of the tales of misery that have been puured into my ears,

I have enjoyed peace because of a hungry stomach, 1 know

. that I cannat enjoy it after breaking the fast. I am too human:
not to be touched by the sorrows of others, and whea I find o
remiedy for alleviatiog them, my human nature so agitates me
that I pine to embrace death like a long-logt dear friend. There-
fore I warn all the friends here that if veal peace is not estab~
lished in Bombay and if disturbances break out again and if ay

' a result they find me driven to a still severer ordeal, they must

not be surprised or troubled. If they have any doubt about
peace having been established, if each community has still
‘bitterness of feeling and suspicion and if we are all not prepared
ta forget aud forgive past wrongs, I would much rather that they
did not press me to break the fast. Such a restraint I would
regard as a test of {rue friendship. TR

And then Mr, Gandhi drove the moral home to the
gathoring as also to the eager and anxious public all over
- Warned by the disasters at Bombay and the Moplah
rebellion which was atill going on in Malabar, it was ex-

pected that Mr. Gandbi would reconsider his position and L)

stop short of the extreme steps in Non-Co-operation. But |
that was not to be, The Congress had by this time become
an organ for registering his decrees. And the Committes
‘met frequently to devise methods in pursuance of Non-Co-
operation. . Thundering rexolutions, alternating with hopes
and warniogs, came in (uick succession, Province after
Province vied with one another for the exciting novelty of
civil disobedience, : i '
- Though the author of the Civil Disobedience move-
ment in India, Mr, Gandhi was always alive to its dapgers,
He therefore insisted that his conditions should be fulfilled |
in toto before any Taluka could embark on a campaign of
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© Civil Disobedionce, And those conditions were very
- xigorous indeed. i
; . Tas Carcurra HARTAL |
Meanwhile the hartal organised by Non-Co operators
in conneetion with the Prince's visit was more or - less
successful in many places. It was alleged that by intimi-
dation and obherwise, the hartal in Caleutta on the day of
the Prince’s landing in Bombay was phenomenally com-
plete. The Bengal Chamber of Uomwmerce and the Aunglo-
Indian press took an alarmist view of the situation and
expressed grave indignation against the passivity of the .
Government, With a view to suppress the activity of the
Congress in this direction Government reguscitated part 11
of the COriminal Law Amendment Act which was then
litexally under a sentence of death. ‘When volunteering
was declared unlawful Congress leaders tool up  the
challonge and called on the people to disobey the order
and seek imprisonment in their thousands. Men like
Mossrs, 0. R Das in Caleutta and Motilal Nehru in Alla-
habad openly defied the order and canvassed volunteers in
© gotal disregard of legal consequences. They sought irapti-
sonment and called on their countrymen to follow them fo
prison. The situation was grave, 1t was then tha
Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Sir P, C. Ray and others
thought that the time had come when they should step
into the breach and #ry to bring about a reconciliation
bobwoen CGovernment and Nenm Uo-operators, ‘With this
view Pandit Madan Mohau and others interviewed leading
Non-Oo operators and those in authority. Lord Ronald-
shay, in his speech ab the Legislative Couneil referred to
the gravity of the sitnation and defined the firm attibude
of Government. ;

The Viceroy who had invited the Prince was natu-
rally very indignant at the strange form of “ reception ”
that awaited the innocent scion of the Royal flouse.
Could anything be done at all towards a rapproachment ¢

Tag DECUTATION TO THE VIOBROY

A Doputation headed by Puandit Madan Mohan Mala-

wiya waited on His Excellency the Viceroy at Caleubta
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" on’ ‘Deember 91 and ‘requested him to call & Round
Table Conferance of _epresentatives of people of all
shades of opinion with a view Yo bring about s final settie-
went, Lord Reading replied at some length and defined
‘the attitude of the Government, Ee vegrofited that “ it ia
- impossible even to consider the convening of a conference _
. df agitation in open and avowed defiance of law is moan-
. While ta ba continuad,” | Mr. Gandhi’s refusal to call off
. the hartal in connection with H R.H. the Prince of Wales’
L wigib to Calewtta on Dacember 24, apparently stiffoned She
atbitude of the Government, TInterviewsd by the Associat-
i -ad Press, Mr, Gaodhi made the following statemont ve-
| garding the Viearoy's reply to the Deputation - B
I repeat for the thousandth time that it is not hostile to any
nation or any body of men but it is deliberately aimed at the

.. yif Aystem under which Government of India is being to-day con-
. Aducted, and I promise that no threats and no enforeoment of

| ‘threats by the Viceroy or any body of men will strangle that
- agitation orsend to rest that awakening,

s Tap Auwnpanap Conanues : :
| Meanwhile the Annual Session of the  Congress
Cmat at Ahmedabad, the headquarters of Mr. Gandhi.
It was virtually & Gandhi Session, The President.eloct,
Mr, C, R. Dis, was in prison and g0 were many othar load-
- ovs besides.  Hakim Ajmnl Khan was elected to take the

' chair and the procvedings wero all in Hindi and Gujarati,

Mr. Gandhi was invested with full dictatorial powers by
the Congress and the centrul resolution of the gession,
which he moved, ran as follows :

 “Thig Congress, whilst ra:iuiring the ordinary maohinery to
remain intact and to be ubilised in the ordinary manner when-

"_'.-evar. feasible, hereby apooints, until further inwtructions, )
‘Myhatma Gandhi a8 the sole exaoutive authority of the Con-

0 va& Buccessor in emergency. . \

: “*““This Uongress hereby confers upon the said sucoessor and
all subsequent Sucocessors appointed in turm by their predeces-
#ors, all his aforesaid powers, provided that nothing in this
‘resolution shall be deemed io authorise Mahatra Grandhi or
any of the aforesaid successors to conclude any terms of peace
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_ with the Government of India or the British Government with- v
. out the previous sanction of the All-Indiz Congress Commitice,.
to be finally ratified by the Congress specially convened for the:
purpose, and provided also that the present creed of the Cong-
pess shall in no case be altered by Mahatma Gandhbi or his-
| successor except with the leave of the Congress first obtained.”
y) There were yet some in the Congress who went 5 step
. further than Mr. Gandhi himself. Moulana Hazrab
Mobani stood out for complete independence and it is
interesting to mnote how valiantly Mr. Gandhi fought
against the motion of absolute severance from ' Britain,
Mr. Goandhi opposed all his amendments and pinned’
the Congress down to his own dubious resolution.
Soon after the session, some of the Frovincial organisations
were busy preparing for a no-tax campaign. 4L U
Giozerat, the Andhra and in the Punjab the movement
shreatened to assumo a serious turn, My, Gandhi, him-
gelf, while ingisting that his conditions should be fulfilled
before any taluka should embark on an offensive com-
paign, threw the onus of responsibility on the Province
itaelf-—Provineial autonomy with a vengeance ! But then
there were hopes of peace in the air.

f
f

Tar Boumeay UOXFERENCE

A conference of representatives of various shades.
of political opinion convened by Pundit Malaviya, Mr,
Jionah and others, assemblsd at Bombay on the 14t
Jannary, 1922, with Sic 0, Sankaran Nair, in the Chair,
On the second day Sir Sankaran withdrew and 8ir M.
Visveswaraya took up his place. Over twa-hundred leading -
men from different provinces attended.  Mr. Gandhi was.
present throughout and though he refused to be officially
connected—an  attitude resented by many-—with the rego..

lutions, he took part in the debates and helped the con-
forence in framing the resolutions which were also ratified’
by the Congress Working Committee,

Tur UnTimMATUM

While negotiations were going on bebwesn the -
representatives of the Malaviya Ounference and H, K. the
Viceroy, Mr. CGandhi addressed an open letter to Lord:
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" Reading. The leter was in effect an ultimatum threaten-
ing with the inauguration of offensive civil disobedience in
. Bardoli. The efforts of the 'Conference thus came fo
nothing as neither Mr. Gandhi nor the Viceroy would
give up any one of their points, Compromise was im-
possible, And the Government of India in a COMMUNIGUE
published on the 6th February inreply to Mr, Gandbi’s
letter, repudiated his assertions and urged that the issue
before the country was no longer between this or that pro-
. gramme of political advance, but between Iawlessness with
- allits consequences on the one hand and the muintenance
of thoge principles which lie at the root of all civilised
governments. = Mr, Gandhi in a further rejoinder issued:
. on  the very next day pointed out that the only choice
. before the people was mass civil disobedience with all its
undoubted dangers and lawless repression of the lawful
activities of the people, :
' Toe Onaver CoavRA TraoEDy

While Mr, Gandhi was about to inaugurate mass

civil disobadience in Bardoli, there ocenrred a terrible

. tragedy at Chauri Chaura on the 14th February when an
infuriated mob, including some volunteers also, attacked
the thana, burnt down the building and beat to death not
. Joss than twenty-two policemen, Some constables and
- chaukedars were literally burnt to death and the whole place:
-was under moboeracy,  Mr, Gandhi took this oceurrence as
a third warning from God to suspend  civil disobedience,
and the Bardoli programme was accordingly given up.
On the 11th the Working Committee met at Bardoli and

. resolved to suspend all offensive action including even
picketing and processions, The country was to  confine
itself to the' constructive programme of Khaddar manu-
facture, The Working Committes advised . the stoppage
of all activities designed to court imprisonment, i
The suspension of mass civil disobedience’ in.
Bardoli, which was recommended by the Working Com-
mittee at the instance of Mr. Gandhi, was resented by
some of  his colleagues and followers. In reply to corre-

‘
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spondents who attacked him, be wrote #s  follows
in Young India of ¥ebruary, 23 : e

I feel atill more confident of the correctness of the deeision

of the Working Committee, but if it is found that the country

repudiates my action I shall not mind it. I can but do may duty.

. A leader is useless when he acts against the promptings of his

‘own conscience, surrounded as he must be by people holding all

kinds of views. He will drifs like an anchorless ship if he has

not the inner voice to hold him firm and guide him. Above all,

I can easily put up with the denial of the world, but any denial
by me of my CGlod is unthinkable, and if I did not give at this
_oritica)l period of the struggle the advice that I have, I would
be denying both God and Truth.

The All-India Congress Committee met on the 256th
at Delhi to consider the Bardoli decisions and though the
latter were endorsed it was not done without some impor-
tant modifications, %o feed the growing demand for
aggressive action on the part of the extreme N on- Co-opera-
tors. Wrom subsequent events it is fairly certain that
the Delhi resclutions confirmed the Government’s resolve
to prosecute Mr, Gandhi, a resolve which was ‘beld in
abeyance after the Bardoli programme Was made known.

Mgz. Gaxprr's ARREST

For months psst the rumour of Mr, Gandbi's impend-
ing arrest was in the air, Txpecting the inevitable Mr,
.Qandhi had move than once written his final message, Bub
in the first week of March the rumour became mors wide- '
spread and intense. The stiffening of public opinion in
England and Mr. Montagu's threatening speech in defence
‘of his Indian policy in the Commons, yevealed the fact that
the Secretary of State bad already sanctioned Mr, Gandbi’s
-prosecution, Chsuri Chaura and the Delbi decisions were
presumably the immediate cause of Government’s action
on Mr. Gandhi, Realising that his axrest would not long
be deferred, Mr, Gundhi wrote a farewell messnge in Younyg
indi calling on bis countrymen to continue the work of
the (longress undeterrved by fear, to prosecute the Khbadder
programme, to promote Hindu-Muslim Unity and to
‘depist from violence at any cost.

Meanwhile he was arrested at the Satyagraha Ashram,
Ahmedabad, on Friday the 10th March., On the 11th noon
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- Messts, Gandhi and Sankarlal Banker the publisher were

placed before Mr. Brown, Assistant Magistrate, the Court
being held in the Divisional Commissioner’s Office ab
Sahibab. The Superintendent of Police, Ahmedabad, the
first witness, produced the Bombay Government’s authority

to lodge a complaint for four articles published in Young

India, dated the 15th June, 1921, entitled * Disaffection

61

& Virtue ¥, dated the 20th September, “Tampering with

Loyalty” dated the 15th December, *¢ The Puuzle and {ts
Solution” and “Shaking the Manes,” dated the 23rd Febru-

ary 1922. Two formal police witnesses were then produced,
The accused declined to ocrosscexamine the witnesses,

Mr. M. K., Gandhi, who described himself as farmer and
weaver by profession, residing at Satyagraha Ashram,
Sabarmati, said :

I simply wish to state that when the proper time comes I
shall plead guilty so far ag disaffoction towards the Governmens

is concerned. Itis quite true that I am the Editor of Younyg

India and that the articles read in my presence were written
by me and the proprietors and publishers had permitted me to
control the whole policy of the paper. ;

_ The case then having been comwmitted to the Sessions,
Mr, Gandhi was taken to the Sabarmati Jail where he wasg
detained till the hearing which was to come off on
March 18, = From his prison Mr, Gandhi wrotea number

of inspiring Jetters to his friendsand colleagues urging the

continuance of the Congress work,

Treeg GreEar Trian

At lasti the trinl came off on Saturday the 18th Mavch:
before Mr, U. N\ Broomfisld, I. €. 8., District and Sessions.

Judge, Ahmedabad, OFf the trial itself it is needless to
~write at length, For it will be long before the present
generation could forget the spell of it. It was historic in
many waye. Men’s minds involuntarily turned to another
great trial ninetesn hundred years ago” when Jesus stood

before Pontiug Pilate. Mr, Gandhi’s statement (both the
oral and the written statements) was in his ‘best for:a,.

terse and lueid, courageous and uncompromising, with just

that touch of greatness which elevates it to the level of a.



' masterpiecs, Never befors was such a prisonex arraigned
‘before a British Court of Justice. Nover before were the
laws of anall-powerful Government so defiantly, et with
such humility, challenged, Men of all shades of political
“opinivn, indeed all who had stood aloof from the movement
and had condemned it in no uncertain terms, marvelled at
the wisdom and compassion and heroism of the thin spare

- figure ina loin eloth thunderivg his annthemas ngainst the
- Batanic system, And yet none could be gentler nor more
gwoetly tempered than the prisoner ot the bur with o smile
and a nod of thanks and recognition for every one,

including his prosecutors. An eye-witness hag given an
account of the scene and we can not do better than quote

' his words :—

; Mahatma}l gtood up and spoke a few words uomplummhmg
the Advocate-General on hig fairness and endorsing every state-
- ment he made regarding the charges. “I wish %o endorse all -
fhe blame that the Advocate-General has thrown on my
shoulders ”, said Mabatmaji in patbetic earnestness, “and I
‘have come to the conclusion that it is ;mpossub!e for me to
. dissociate myself from the diabolical crimes of Chauri Chaura
“or the mad outrages of Bombay.” These words of confession
Aeemed to penetrate every heart throbbing in that hall and
 make those present there foel miserable over the mad deeds of
their thoughtless countrymen. The speech finished and Mahat-
rnaji sat down to read his immortal stateruent. It is impossible
‘to desoribe the atmasphere of the Court-house at the time he
‘was, and a few minutes after he finished reading his -state-~
ment. Every word of it was eagerly followed by the whole
audience. The Judge and the Advocate-Greneral, the military
officers and the political leaders all alike -trained theirears and
! ‘wars all attention to hearthe memorable statement of the Great
. Man, Mahatmaji took nearly 15 minutesto read his statemont,
Ag he proseeded with his reading. one could see the atmosphers
of the Hall changing every minute, This historioproduction was
the master’s own., The ennobling confessions, the convineing
-:log‘m, the magterly dietion, the elsvated thoughts and the in-
‘spiring tone—all produced instantaneous effect on the audience
ineluding the Judge and the prosecutor. For a minufe every-
‘body wondered who was on trial—whother Mahatma Gandhi
before, a British Judge or whether the British Government
‘before God and Humanity, Mahatmaji finished his statemont
and for a few seconds there was complete silence in the Hall.
Not adwhwper was heard. One could hear a pin fa.lliug on uhe
groun IR
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/ _ The most unhappy man present there was perhaps the -

" Judge himself. He restrained his emotion, cleared his voice,
gathered his strength and delivered his oral judgment in care-
tul and dignified words. No one could have performed this duty
better. To combine the dignity of his position with the courtesy
-due to the mighty prisoner before him was no easy task. But he
succeeded in doing it in a manner worthy, of the highest praise.
Of course, the prisoner before (him belonged of a different cate-
.gory from “any person he ever tried " or is ¢likely try in
tuture. And this fact influenced his whole speech and demean-
gur. His words almost fell when he came to the end and

‘pronounced the sentence of simple imprisonment for six years.

And who is this Mr. Gandhi, who at the age of 53,

‘has been sentenced to six years®’ imprisonment ¢ He is the
man whom the convicting judge himself deseribed '* as
a great patriot and a great leader, as o man of high ideals
‘and leadirg a noble and even saintly life,” a man in whom,
" a8 CGokhale aptly described, ¢ Indiap humanity has really
venched its high water-mark’ an. /n whom a Christian
Bishop witnesseth ‘tho patient sufferer for the cause of

righteousness and mercy.! Such a man has been condemn-

ed despite his public avowal of his . huge mistake, his
_penitance for the same, his decision to suspend his aggres-
sive programme, and his  grave warnings that it puld be

# opiminal ” o start civil disobedienea in the e isting
state of the country, Even some of the Anglo-Indian

papers have condemned the action of the Government as a

blunder ; and one of these has gone so far as to characte-

rise it as ‘a masterpicce of official ineptitude.! And euch

& ciiticism cannot be described as altogether undeserved or

unjust, Mr. Qandhi's agitation originated with the
Rowlatt Act. 1t received strength on aceount of the
calcalated brutalities and hnmiliations of the Martial Law

regime. And the climax was renched when the solemn.

pledges of the British Prime Minister in regard to Turkey

_ were conveniently forgotton at Severe, The Rowlatt Aet

has since been repealed, the Punjsb wrongs have been
admitted and an appeal has been made to “forget and
forgive,” Mr, Gandhi’s bitter complaint that the British
Ministers have nct sincerely fought for the redemption of
the solomn pledges to the Mussulmans has been proved to



be weil founded. And so the thres great grievances
for which Mr, Oandhi hss, been fighting—are griev-
| ances admitted by all to be just. In the opinion
of Mr. Gandhi and most of his countrymen
there would mnever have arisen these festering sores
4if we were in our country what others ave in their
own, if in short, we too had been given ‘ the Helf-
determination,” for which elsewhere so much blocd and
tronsuro have been sacrificed, The whole question there-
fore reduces itself to one dominant problem-—the Problem
of Swaraj. And the problem of Mr. Gandhi is no less than
that. But for the lost faith of the people in the sincerity
of the British, even this question would not have assumed
such an acute form as we find it to-day. -
. Yon cannot solve this problem by clapping its best,
 brightest and noblest exponent even though his methods
way be novel and his achivities incenvenient and some-
times dangerous. Bic John Rees wag not far wrong
when he obgerved that ¢ Gandhi in Jail might prove to be
more dangerous than Candhi out of it.” There is a
world of significance in the warning of Professor Gilbort
Muarray ;- ! '

M/ K., GANDHI

#Porsons in power should be very careful when they deal
with a man who cares nothing for sensual pleasures, nothing for
viches, nothing for comfort or praise or promises but simply

- determines to do what he believes to be right. Ie is a danger-
ous and uncomfortable enemy because his body, which

: yciu_l can always conquer, gives you so little purchase upon his

. moul.” ' : -'



Sonth African Iadian Question

THE BEGINNING OF THE STRUGGLE

The following 8 the full textof a lecture deliversd
al the Pacharyappa's Hall, Madras, on October 26, 1896,
by Mr. M. K. Gandhi on the '’ Grievomees of Indiam
seitlers in. South dfrvica.’  The Hom. Mr. P. Avands
Charlu presided. Resolutions sympathising with the
- Indsan setblers and expressing regres ab the action of the
Home and Indian Governmients in having assented to
the Indian Immigrotion Amendment Bill were passed
My, Gandhs said ;— , _
' Mr, President and Ganblamen,—-—I am to piead beinra
you this evening for tha 100,000 British Indiana in South
Alrioa, tha land of gold and the seat of the lafe Jameson
Raid, Thie dooument will show you (bers Mr. Gandhi
raud w'oredential from the people of Natal depubtiog him
o plead their oause) that I have been deputed fo do so
by the ‘sigoatories to it wbo profess bo represent the
100,000 Indizns, A large majority of this number are
people from Madras and Beogal.  Apart, therefors, {rom
- the interast that you would take in them ag Indlana vou
are specially intereated in the mattar, :

Soush Atfriea may, for our purpoges, be divided into
the two self-governiog British Cclonies of Natal and the
Cape of Good Hope, the Orown Coleny of Zululand, the
Transvaal or the South African Republic, the Qranga
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~ Freo State, the Chartered Territories and the Portuguess
- Merritories comprising Dalagoa Bay and Bair,

South Alrica is indebted to the Colony of Natal for
the presence of the Indian population there. In the year
1860, when in the words of a member of the Natal Parlia-
ment, ' the exisbenge of the Colony hung in the bulance,”
the Colony of Natal introdused indentured Indiang into
the Coleny, Such immigration is regulated by law, is

 permissible only to a few favoured States, e g., Mauritius,
‘Fiji; Tamaics, Straite Settlements, Dawmarars and  other
States and is allowed only from Madras and Caloutsa,
As 8 result of the immigration, in the words of another
eminent Natalian, Mr, Saundere, ' Indisn immigration
broughit prosperity, prices rose, paople were ng longer
gontent to grow or sell producs for a song, they could do
~ better." The sugar and tea industries as well az ganitas
bion and tha vegatable and fish supply of the Colony are
. sbeolutely dependent on the indertured Indians from
" Madras and Caloutta, The presence of the indentured
Indisns aboub sixtesn yvears ngo drew the free Indians in
the shape of braders who firsh went there with a view bo
- supply the wants of their own kith and kin; bus afer-
wards found a very wvaluabia customsr in the nabive of
South Afries, oalled Zulu or Kaffir,  These traders are
 phiefly drawn from the Bombay Memon Mahomedans
aud, owing to their less unfortunate position, have
formed themselves into custodians of the interests
of the whole Indian population there. Thus, adversity
and identity of intereste have united in s com-
paoh body the Indians irom fthe three Prasidencies and
thay take pride in calling themselves Indiaus rather thian
Madrasees or Bengalees or (Gujaratess, exosph when it is
wacessary to do so. That bowever by the way.



- These ‘Indiang hava ‘now apread ull over South
Afries.  Natal which ig governed by a iLegislative
Agsembly cobsisting of 87 tmembers eleoted by the voters,
o Degislative Qonnoeil consisting of 11 maembers nominat-
ad by the Gavernor whao reprogents the Quaans and a
movable Ministry coustahmg of 5 membars, aantams ®
Furopean population of 50,000 f nabive population of
400,000, and an Xadian population of 51 ,000. Of tha
51000 Indinns about 16,000 are ab presens serviug bhair
. indenture, 30,000 are thoss that have completed their

indentare, and are now variously engaged ag 'domestia
servants, gardeners, hawkers and petty traders and
about 5,000 are those who emigrated to tha Celouy on
‘#heir owo nesonnt and ara either traders, shop-keepers,
@assiabants or hawkers, A few ara also sahiool. mashars,
inbarpraters and olerks. o
The selt-govermng Colony of the Gape of Good’ Houa
‘ang, I believe, an Indiau population of aboub 10,000 con-
giating of traders, hawkars and = Iabourers, Ius total
population is nearly 1 .600,000 of whora nob mora’ bhan
400,000 sra Baropeans. The resh are natives of tha
apuntry and Malays, : .
Thoe Soaw Afrioaa Rapublia of tha Transva.al which
18 governed by two elastiva (Chambers called: the Vole
" keraad aond an Xgeoubive with the President at its head
has an Indian population of about 5,000 of whom abouh
9200 are traders with liqaidated assets amauuhmg to
nearly £100 000, Thae rest are hawkers and waiters or
housshold servants, the labber being men from thie
Presidency. Its white population ia estimated at voughly
120,000 rad the Kiffie papulation at roughly 630 000,
This Rapublio is subjact bo the Queen's susieainty., And
#here is a convention betwoen reas Britaia  and the
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Bl “"'_’ﬂabublia whioh goonres bhe propersy, trading an& tarm-
1 g rightof all persona other than nahwas of South
: IMrma in common with the eitizens of the Rspubho. '

] The othar Ehates have no Indian ponuiamun ta snaak i

BN t;-f, bedause of the grievances and disabilitics except the
Portuguese tercitories vﬂnnh oonham a Vary large Indian
_population and whmh dn not gnm 8oy tronble Iso theu i
.Indmnﬁ i : |

The grievanoas ot tha Indmns in South Ai‘rinu axe:
bwa- fold i.¢., those thab ara dua to the popular ill-feeling
agaioet the fodiang and, gecondly, the legal dieabilities.
placed upon them; To deal with the first, the Indian ja.
the mosk hated beiog in South Africa. Hvery Xodian

withoub dl.ahi_nub:on ls_oontemptuausiy malled u ' coolie.”
"He w also called " Bammy,"” Ramasawroy,’ anyhhing
) but ** Indian,” Indlan gahool-masters are nailed " asolie
. achnol masbers." Tadian storekeppors are '’ coolie store-
keapers.” Two Indian gentlemen frona Bombay. Messrs,
. Dads Abdulla and Mnoa Hajan Oassita, own sieamers..
. Thear aheamers are ' eoclie ablpfs -

Thora is a very respactable firm of . Madras tmdars
. by name, A Colandaveloo Pillay & Ocs  Thay bave bails
# large. block of buildings in. Durban, these buildings are
called ! voolia stores " and the owners are " oolie
. ownere.’’ And 1 eau agsure you, ganbloraon, thab bbera jg
§ "as muoh d:fference betwaen the partners of that fivm and
a ' ooolie ! as there is betwesn any one in thig hall aod
W aepolie, Tha railway and tram-officials, in spite of the
gontradichion thab has appesred in official qubrbers
 which I am going to deal with pregently, I repeab, troas
- wig 88 benste, . We oannob ssfely welk on the foot=pabhs,
A Madrassi gentloman, .qpot!aas_ly dresscd, always avoids.
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'H‘i!/be footpaths ot prominenh giraets in Darban for fear
‘he should be manlhed or pushed off. -

i Wae ara the ' Asmn dirt "’ to be banrully ouraed we
-are " ohokeful of vice” " and we live upon rice,” weare
' atinking eoolies ” living on " the snasll of an ciled rage,”
wae are ' the black vermin,” wa are deseribed in the Statute
Books ag '’ semisbarbarons Asiaties, or persons belonging
fo the uncivilised races of Asia.” We: ''breed like rabbits”

and a gentlaman ab & meeting lately hald in Durban said
‘be "was sorry we could not ba shob like ‘them,” There
are coaches runnoing hetwseen carbain places in the Trans.

wanl. We may noh sit inside them. Ibis s sore &riat,

apard from the indignity it involves and contemplates, to

have bo gib outside thewa either in deadly winter meorning,

{or the wintar ia severa in the Transvaal, or uunder a

‘burning sun, though we are Indians, The hotels reinge
a4 admission, Indeed, thers are casas in which respeot-
able Indians have fouod it diffioult even to prooure
rafreshments at Buropean places, It was only a short
tinne ago that a gang of Buaropeans seli fire to an Indian
~shore in a village (crées of shame) ealled Dundes in Natal
doipg some davaage, and another gang threw burning

orackers info the Indian stores in a business street in

Durban, This ifesling of intense hatred has been re-
produded into legislation in the various States of South
Afrion restrioting the {resdom of Todians in many wWays.
"To begin with, Nabai which is the mosh 1mporhaut {rom

s Indian point of view, hasof late shown the greatess
'q._nb_l_y_ll_;y in passing Indian legisiation, Tl 1894, the

Indians had been enjoying the franchise equally with the

Huropeang under the general franchiss law of tha Colony,

whioh entitles any adult male being & British subjoct o
‘b piaced on the voters' lish, who 'possesses immoveable
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7 properby worth £50 or pays ananoual rent of £10. There
- is a separate franchise qualifiontion for the Zulu.' I
1894, the Nabal Liegislature paesed a Bill diefranchising
Asiatios by name. Wa resisted it in the Looal Parlias
ment bub without any avail. ' We then memorialised tha
Beoratary of State for the Colonies, and as a result that
bill was thie vear withdrawn ' and replaced by another
which, though not quite a0 bad as the frst onpe, is bad
pnough, Y& saye that no nvatives of gountries (nob of
Huropesn origin)’ which have not bitherto possessed
sleotive represeutabive ivstitubions, founded on the
: Parliamentary Franchige, shall he placed on the vobara
roll unless they shall firet obtain an exemptioa from the
(Grovernor in Couneil. This bill excapts {rom its operation
those whose:names are already rightly contained in any
voters’ ligt. Defore being introduced it 'was submitted to
My, Chamberlain who hag approved of it. We have
oppossd it on the ground that we have steh inssitutions
in Todia, and thab, therefore, the Bill will fail in i8s'cbjeot
it it ig to disfranchisa the Asiatios and that there';bi‘b aleo
i ia:-'ﬁ_ harassing piece of legislation and is caloulated to
involve ue in endless ' litigation and expense. This ig
admitted on all bands. The very members who votad for
it thought likewigo. The Natal Government organ says
in effect i ; (R
We know India has suoh inshitutions mud therefora the bill will
nok apply to the Indians, But we oan have that bill or none, It i
disfranchizes Indiang, nothing odn be bester, If it does not, then
too we havenothing to fenr | for the Indisn van never gain politioal
supremacy audif neoessnry, we oan 3oon impose an eduoational test

or raise tha proparty qualfication which, while disfranchiciug
. Indinnn whuleaale, will ot debar a single Jaropesn from voting,

Thus the Natal legislature ig paying a game of “bous
up’” at the Indians' ezpense. Wa are a fit subject for
yivisection under the Natal Pagtour's deadly scalpel and
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" Knile, with this diffarenoe bstween the Parig Pastenr and

the Natal Pasteur that, while the former indulged in vivi-
section with the object of benefiting humaniby, the latter
hag been indalgiog in i6 for the sake of amusement out of
sheer wavtonness. The object of this maeasure is nol
politiaal, It is purely and simply to degrade the Indiaus

in the worde of & member of the Nabal Parliament, ' tio

make the Indian's life more comfortable in his nativa

land than in Natal, in the words of another ewinent

Natalian, ‘' to keep him for ever a hawer of wood and
drawer of water.” The very fach thab, ab present, thaere
are only 250 Indians as againgt nearly 10,000 Europesn
voters shows thab there is no fear of the Indian wvote

swamping the European, Fora fuller bigtory of bhe

‘question, I mus! refer you to the Green Pamphlet, The
Liondon Zimes whioch has uoiformly supported us in our
troublas, dealing with the franochise question in Natal,
thug p“gts it in its issue of the 27th day of June of this
YOaxr (- : .
The guestion now put befors Mr, Chamberlain i@ not an
academio one, If is not & guestion of argument but of race fasling,
We oannot afford a war of races among our own subjeats, It would
be & wropg for the Government of India to suddenly arrest she
development of Natal by shutting ail the supply of immigrants, as
it would ba for Nata) to deny the righs of citizenship to British
Indisn subjects, who, by years of chrilt and good work in the
Colony, have raiged themaelves to the aotunl status of citizens,

Tt there i any real danger of the Asiatio vote
gwamping the Europenn, we should have no objeation to
an educabional test hsing im posed or the property
qualifications being raised. What wa objeet tio i class
legisiation and the degradation which it necassarily
involves. Wae are fighting for no new privilege in oppos-

ing the Bill, we are resisting the deprivation of tha one
we have been snjoying, :

THE BEGINNING OF THE STRUGGLE @L
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. // In striab acuordance wnhh the no!wy of degrading

. the Indian to the level of a raw Kaffic and, in the words

of the ‘Abtorney-Genaral of Natal, " that of preventing

 'bim  {row forming part of the future Souhh African
“nation that is going so be buils,”” the Natal Governraent

lagt year introduced their Bill ko smend the Indian

lmmigration Law whieb, I regret to inform you, has
received the Royal sanetion in spits of our bopes tg the

contrary, This pews wag reesived after the Bombay

meebing, and it will, therefore, be necossary for me 6o
denl with this question ab some length, also becavse thig
question more immediately affects thiz Presidency apd
oan be best studied here, Up to tha 18sh day of August,

_ _1894 the indentured immigrants want under a coniraeh

al service for five years in consideration for o frea
pagsage to Natal, {ree bosard and lodging for thamaelves
and their families und wages utb the rate of ten shillings
por wonth for the firet year to bs incvreased by one shils

ling every following year, They were alao entitled to

irea passage back to Indis, if they remained in the

. Qolony another five years as free labouvers, Thia ie now

chavged, and, in {uure, the immigrants will have either

.o remain in ﬁhe Colouy for ever under indentura, bhmr '

wages ineressing to 20 shillings ab the end of the ch

" year of indentured service, or to return fo India or to

pay an anutal poll-tax of £3 sterling, equivalent to
pearly half & year's earnings on the indentured dosle. A
Commission eopsisting of two members was sonb to India
in 1893 by the Natal Gevervrment to induce the Indiap
Goverpment to ngrec to the above slterations with the
sxception of the imposition of the poll-tax. The vresent

- Vigeroy, while expressivg his reluctanace, agragd:.‘ to the
alteration subjeot bo the sanchion of the Home Gorern~



the btaaoh of t.ha olause &bout oompulaory retorn &
eriminal offence, The Natal Government havo got avae
the difficulty by the poll-tax Clause,

The Attorney-General in discussing thab olanse amd
that while an Tndiau cculd oot ba sent tc gaol for refas.
ing ko return to India or to pay the tex, so long as bhere :
‘was anything worth having in hig ko, it will be liable
fo sgizure. We sbrongly opposed shat Bill in the loead
Parimmenh and failing there, sent a momozial to Mr,
(hamberlain, praying either thad the Bul should be dis-
-_ =aliawad or emigrabion to Natal should bo ausgendad.

The sbove proposal was moted 10 years ago and {6
' ‘was vehemently opposed by the moss eminent colonists
v Naval, A Commission was then appointed So inguire
;Inho varions matters oonnarmng [ndians in Natal, Oae
of the Qomwissioners, Mr. Suunf]ere, says in his addi-
Aional report i~ ' :

Thovgh the Commiseion has made no recommendation on
the ‘subjeos of passing a law to foree Indiang back to India as tha
-expiranion of their term of service, uolese they renaw their indap -
‘tures, I wish to express my strong gondemnasion of any sueh idea,
and I feel convinoed that mavy, who now advooate the plan ,wheo
they ranlise what it means, will rejeot it ag energebionlly as I do,
Stop ludian smigration and face resulis, bui don's try to da
what I oan show ig'a great wrong.

" What ig it but taking she beat of our servants (the good as well
ag the bad), avd then refusing them ihe enjoyment of the reward,
foreing them backh (if we could, but we ecannot) when thair best
days have been spent for our benefis, Whereto? Why back to
‘face & prospect of starvasion from which they sought to escape
whan they were youog, Shylock-liks, taking the pound of flesh,
and Bhylook-like we may rely on it nieetivg SBhylock's reward,

- Thas Colony oan stop Indian immigration, aud that, perhaps.
lar inore easily and permsanently than some * popularity seekers’
‘wonld desire. But force men off at the end of their gervice, this
the Colopy cannot do. And I urge on it 1ok to disoredi: a fair
wame by vIying. ; .
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The Attorney-Craneral of Natal who introduced the
Bill under disoussion expressed the following views while

giving his evidenoce before the Coramigsion |-
With reference to tims-expired Indians, I do not think that it
ought 0 be compulsory on any man 1o go to any park of she world
' aave for & orime for whioh he i8 tvansported, I bear agreat deal
of thig question; I have been acked again and again fo take a dif.
forent view, bus 1 have not been able to doit, A man i3 brought.
here, i theory with hus own consent in pradlice very offan withowt
fuis consent, he gives the best five years of hig life, he forme new
ties, forgets the old opes, perbaps establishes home here, and he
aannot, scoording to my view of right and wrong, be sent’ back,
Better by far to stop the further introduction of Indians altogethes
than to take what work you oan out of them and order them away..
The Colony, or part of tha Colony, geems o want Indiang bub alst
wishes to avoid the consequences o! lndian immigrasion, The
Indian people do no harm a8 far as I know j in oersain respecty
they do a great deal of good, 1 have never heard nreason 1o jus~
tify the extradition of a man who has behaved well for five years,

. And Mr, Binng who eame to Iodis a8 ona of the
Natsl Commissicners to induca the Indian Government
to agree to the above-mentioned alterationa gave the
following evidence before the Commigsion ﬁe’n’_'_yaai-g.

Bgo {— .

I think the idea whioh bas besn mooted, that all Lodiane
ghould be compelled to return to India at she end of their serm of
indenture, is most unfair to the Iodian population, and would
pever be sanosioned by the Indisn Government. In my opinion
the free Indisn population is o most useiul section of the coms

wmuniby,

Bub then great men may change their views as of=
ten and as guickly as thay may change their sclothes
with impunity and even to advantage. Io them, they
say, such ohanges are a result of sincere oonviskion, It
ie a thonsand pities, howaever, that nnfortunately for the
poor indentured Indian hiz fear or rather the expeotation
that the Iondian Government will never sanction fhe
ghange was not realised, '

. Mhe London Star thus gave vent to its feelings on
" yeading the Bill :— - ;
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5 “Mhoga partionlars aze snough to throw light upon the hateful:
porseoution to which British Indian subjects are being aubjeoted.

bea pew Indian Immigrasion Law Amendment Bill, which wvirtu-
ally provoses to reduce Indiaus to a svate of slavery, is anather
axample, The thing iz & monstrons wroog, an  insult to Britieh -
gubjects, a diggrace to its authors, and a slight upon ourselves,
Every Eoglishman is conoerned to ges that the commeroial greed
gi_t-he Boush African frader ig nof permitted to wreak suoh bitter -
injustice upon men who alike by proslsmation and by stattite are
placed upon an equality with ourgelves before she Law.'

The London Times also in supporting our prayer
‘has compared the sbate of perpetual indenture to a "state-
parilously near to slavery.” 1i aleo says i—— '

The Government of India has one simple remedy. I6 pan
auspend indensured immigration to Boush Africa as it bag sus.
panded such immigration to foreign possessione until it obtaing the -
neopeaary guarantees for the present well-being and the future .
status of the immigrants. . . . | 1t is eminently a oage for sengible
and conciliatory action on both sides, . . , But the Indian Govern-
ment may be foroad to adopt measures in conpeotion wish the
wider olaim uow being urged by every seotion of tha Indian com-
munity and whioh has been explicitly scknowledged by Her Majeg:
ty's Government at home-~namely, the claim of fhe Indian raced
fo trade and to labour with tha full gsatug of British subjects.
throughout the British Empire and in allied States,

The lattere from Natal informing me of the Royal
sanotion to thig Bill ask me to request the Todian publie
to help us to get emigration suspended, I am well aware
that the ides of suspending emigration requires eareful.
oonsideration, I humbly think thab there is no other
aonclusion possible in the interests of the Indians ab.
large. HEmigration is supposad to relieve the ocongestad
districts and to benefit those who emigrate, If the
Indians instead of payiog tha poll-tax, return to Indis,
the congestion cannot be sffected ot all. And the re.
turned Indians will rather be a source of diffioulty Ghan
anything else as they must nacessarily find it diffiouls to
get work and eannob be expected to bring suffisient to

live upon the interest of their capital. Xt certainly wilk
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o \-2'-'&_;/? no& hanehti tha emigrauﬁe a8 t.hav w1ll ‘never, i the

*Guvarnmenh ocat possibly helpib, be allowed fo risa. highar.
_ than the sbatue of Iabourers,  The faoh IB that &'hey'
U are hamg helped on to degradatwu. _

‘Under smh eiroumetances 4 bllmle a.sk you bo
; support diar prayer fo auapenﬁ em:grabmu o Nahal
 unless the new law oan be albered or repealed, You will
naturally be anxious ko koow the treatment of pha
- Aodiang while under indentura, Ol course, that life ean-
" mob ba bright uudsr any oircurnsfances ; but T do nof

think ﬁhalr lot ig worga than tha lot of the Indhma Slml-- '

Aarly placed in other parts of the world, Aﬁ the same
time they too certainly eome in for a share of the !:re# '
mendous colour prejudice. - I aan only bneﬂy allude t0
{'.he mabter here and refer fo the curious Grean Pampblﬂt
whetein it has been more fully diseussed. There is # sad

" aortality feom suioides on certain estatos m Natal Iti ig

very difficult for an indentured Indian to ham his

‘services transterred on the ground of ill- treabmanb An
indentured Iudian after he becomos free is given  a frae
‘pass.  This he has bo show whenevar asked o Ao g,

1t is meant to delech desartion by the indentured Indm.ns

The working of this systera is a sourca of mush itrita-

‘tion to poor free Iadians snd often pufie respectable
AIndians in & very unpleasant position. This law really
would not give any troubls, bub for the unreason@.bla'
prejudice. © A sympathetio Protestor of Immugrﬂuis,

‘preferably an Todian gentloman of high standing and

kvowing the Tawil, Telugo and Hindusiani langusges,

‘would certainly mitigate the usual hardships of the

indsntured life,  An Ipdian immigrant who loses his

dree pass 19, as & rule, oalled upon to pay £3  sterling for
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The 9 o'n‘look r.nla-iﬁ_l‘liﬁkil'.-w.h.iﬁh makee _izﬁlneae’iﬁsaryl-
 for svary Indian to carry a pass if he wante to be oub after-

| 9®.M., ab the pain of baing locked up in & dungeon, causss.

 much heart-burning espacially amovg the genblemen
tromw this Praaidenuy. You will be pleased to hear tha..._ '

obildren of many indentured Indiane receive a prubty f_: 6
good education ; and then wear as & rule the Lumpa&n- LI

drass.  They are a most sensitive class and veu unfortus
nately meat linble to arrest under tha 9 a'a-loclr;rui_é.' o
The Hurepsan drass for an Iodian is no resommendation
in' Natal. It is rather the veversa, For the flowing
‘roha of & Memon froes the wearer from such molestation.
A bappy indident deseribad in the Gfaen Pamphlet lod
tha mllce in Darban soma years aga to frea Indians thus.
dressed from liability to arvesb after 9 P.M. A Tawmil
sobool mistress, a Tamil school-master .and a Tamwil

Sunday esshool-teachar were only & few' months ago |

arrested and locked wp under this law. They all got.
justioe in the law courte, bub that was & poor consolatice,
The result, howaver, was thab the Corporations in Natsl
arn clamouring for an alteration’ in the law so that it
might be impossible for such Indiane ta get off soot. hre@__
in the Law Gourts.- s

: The’rs' .i_u a Bye-baw in Darban which requirea
registration of colourad servante, This Rule may be and
perbaps is necessary for the Kaffirs who would not work,
but absolately vselend with regard to ‘the [ndians, Bus
the poliey i to olags bhe Indian wﬁ.h !hu Kaﬁv wbenevec=
posgible, : - B -
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This doss wob complete the list of grievaness io
Natal, I must beg to refer the curious to tha Giaenh.
Pamphlet for further information. :

. Bub, gentlemen, you have been told lataly by !she
. Natal Agant-General that the Indians are nowhere bakber
treated than in Natal; that the [faot that a majority 'of
the indentured labourers do not avail themaslves of the
‘paturn passage is the bast answer to my pamphlet, and
tfl,mb the railway and tram-oar officials do not treat the
Indians ag boasbs nor do the Law Courts deny them
“jusbice.

With the greatest deference bo the Agant-Ganeral, all
1 can say as to the firat sbeteraent is that he must have
“yary queer notions of good treatmensd, if to be locksd up

~ gor being out after 9 P.M. without a pass, o bu denied the
~moat elementary right of citizesship in a free country, to
be denied a higher status than that of bondman and ab
best a free labourar and to be subjested to other restrig-
“tions roferred to above, are instances of good treatment,
“And if such Sreatment ie the besh the Indians recsive
throughout the world, then the lot of the Indianain other
parts of the world and hers must ba vary miserable
indeed, acoording to the comamonasenss view. Tae thing
T “ig that Mr. Walter Peace, the Agent-General, is made o
look through the official spectacles and to hinm everything

official is bound to appear rosy. The legal disabilities

are condemuoatory of the action of the Natal Government

and how oan tha Agent-Greneral be expectiod to vondemn

himaelf ? If he or the Giovernment which he representa

oculy admikted hhab"‘hha legal disabilities menkioned above

wera againsh the fundamental principles of the British
“Clonsgbitution, I should not stand befors you this svening.

¥ respectinlly submib thabt statements of opinions made
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__%%yjl(a Aganh Genaral eaunoh he allowed to have granter
welghh than bboaa of an anauaed r.-erapn abouh hig' own
guils, - (At

A Tha fnch shuh &ha lndenhuta& lnamus ag a ruie do
0ot avail themselves of Ltha return passage we do nob
digpote, but wa cerbainly dispute, that it iz the bast
angwer to our complainte, How ocan that {ach disprove
the existence of the legal disabilities ? It may prove that
khe Indians who do mot take advanbage of the refurn
‘phsgage aither do not mind the disabilities or remain in
the Oolony in epite of such disabilities.  If the former be
#he oase, it is the dusy of those who koow better fo
wnake the Indians realize their situation and ko enable
4hara o ses that submission to them mesns degradation,
It the latter be the ease it i3 aoe more ingtance of the
patience and the forbearing spirit of the Indian WNation
‘whioch was ackuowladged by Mr. Chamberlain ia his
Daspateh in connaction with the Tranevaal arbitration.
Because they bear them ig no reason why the disabilities
abould not he romoved or why they should be inberpreted
Jinto meaning the best treatment possible.

‘Moreover, who are these people who, mahaad
of returning to Iadia, settle in the Colony? Thay
are the Indiang drawn from the poorest olagses aad
{rom the moat thickly populated digtriots porsibly
fliviog in a atate of semi-starvation in India, They
wigeated fGo Natal with their families, if any, with
the intention of gatibtiing there, if possible, s it .nny
wouader, if these peapla after the expiry of their in-
<dentare, instead of runping'to face semi-starvation,’
a8 Mr. Baunders hasg put i, getsled ina country whare the
plimate is magnificeny and where they may earn s degent
living ? A starving man generally would stand any
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| ammmﬁ of rough hraaﬁmenh bo get a erumb of bread.

' Do not the Uitlanders make out »  terribly long llatj

of griavances iu the Transvasl? And vet du they wnot.

flock to the Trapsvaal in thonsands in spite of the iil-
troatment they receive there beoause Lhey can earn their

braand in the Tranevaal more essily than in bhe old:

gountry ? '

This, too, should be borne in mind that in making:
his statement, M. Paace bag not taken inte accouny the
free Indisn trader who goes bo the Colony on his own
aesount and who feels mosh the indignities and disabilidies, :
Tt it does wob do o teli the Uitiander that bie may not go
to the Tranavaal if he caunob baar sheill-breatmant.'muuh: _
tuss will it do to say 80 to the enterprising Tadian. We
balovg to the Imperial family and are ohildren, adopted
it muy be, of the same augush mother, having the
same rights and privileges guaranlead to ue a8 %o the
Turopean ehildren. It was in thab belief that we went
to the Oolony of Natal and we truat that our belief was
well-founded.

The Agent Grenisral has auntradmtad the statement
made in tho pamphlet fhab the railway and 'tramoar
officinla sreab the Indians as beasts, Kven if the state-
ments 1 have made wers inoorreeh, that would not
digprove the legal disabilities which sod which alone hava
basn made the subjset of memorials and to remove which
we invoka the direct intervention of the Home and the
Indian Ciovetnments. But I venture to say thab tha
Agent-Greneral has besn misinformed and beg to repoab
that tho Indians are treatad as boasts by bhe railway
and the tramoar officials, Thabt statement was made
now nearly two years ago in quarters whore i could have
heen gontradicted ab once. 1 had the honour to sddrese
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e onan lather to tha membars of hha Loo&! Patliament
in Natal, It was widely oironlated in ‘the Colomy and

 notioad by almosh avery iﬁa.dmg nawapapar in ‘South
Africa, No one nonhmdmnad it theo. Tt was even

- admitted by some newspapers, Under such mrcnmatancas,'
I van ﬁurad to quote it in my pamphleb pnblished hers,

"1 4m uot given bto exapgerato mabters and i$ is very

unpleasant to ma 6o have to gite festimony in my own
favour, but einoe an atbemph has been made to disoredis
my statanents and thereby the canse I am advooating, I
faol it to ba my duby for the sake of the cause fo tell you'_
what tha papers in E‘south Afrio& thought aboub the 'open
lebter ' in whioh the anammenﬁ was made.

/f“}" The Star, the leading newspaper in Iohanueahurg,
i aays bl . /
Mr, Gandbi writea tormbly, moderately and well, Ha hos -

himeelf suflered somo elight measure of injustice since he came

into the Coleny, but thas faok does not seem to have ocloured his

gontiment, and it must he coniessed that to the tons of the open

letter no objection can reasonably be saken. Me., Gandhi disousses
the questions ba bas raised with' gonapionous modarghon.

The Nacal Mercury, the Government organ in Natal,
88Yy8 —

Me, Candhi writes with ealmness and moderation, Heigns |
jrnpartial s any one could expect him to be and probably a liksle
fiynore 80 than mlgh: have been expected, considering that he did
got reeceive wery juss treatment a hha kaads of the Law Bootesy
when he first came to the Colony,

Had T raade unfounded stu/tiaments. hha nawspnpem R
_ Juld not have gwen anch a cerbificate to hbe opan
""'-'-hahﬁer !

: An Indisn, abou% bwo years ago, ook ouh a gecond

olagy tiokat on the Natsl railway. Ina single night j jour-

ney he wag hhrlaa disburbed and was twice mada to

change comparﬁmauts to please European vassengers.

The onsa oame befors the Courh and the Lndisn gob £ 10
s i
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damages.  Toe following is the plaintiff's evidence in the
Dage [ )

Deponent gob into a second olass carringe in the teain, leaving
Charlestown at 1.30 P.M, Thde other Indians were in the same
compartment, but they got olis at New Castle., A white man
cpened the door of the ocompartment and heokoned to witness,
gaying ‘‘come out, Ssmmy.” Plainti¥ asked, *why,” aud the
whije man replied ** MNever mind, come ouf, I want to place some-

- one here,” Witness said, ‘' why should I come out from here
when I have paid my fare 2" . . , ., The white man then left aud
brought an Indian who, witness helieved, was in the employ of
the railway, The Indian was told Go tell plaintiff to get oub of
the ocarringe. Theresupon fhe Indiau said, * the white man ordery
you ko porfie ous and you must oomae out,”" The kndian shen left,
Witnesa said to the white man, * what do you want to shift mo
akout for. I have paid my fare and bave a right fo remain here,”
The white man became angry at this snd said, * well, if yon
don’t ocoma out, T will knook hell vut of you,” The white man
gok into the carringe and laid hold of witness by the arm and tried
to pull him out, Plaintifi said, “Let me alone and I will come
out.” The wituness lefs the oarriage and the white man pointed
out another second olass compartment and told him fto go there.
Plaintifi did ae he wag directed, The compartment he was shown
into was empty. He believed some peoplo who were playing &
band were put into the oarriaga from whiok he was expellad, Thia
white men was the Districs Buperintendent of Railways at New.
oastle. (Shame), To proceed, witnese travelled undisburbed to
Maritzberg, He foll aslesp and when he awoke at Mariszberg ha
found a white man, a white woman and a ohild in the compark-
ment with him, A white man came up to the carriage and said,
“1a that your boy speaking to the whita man in the compars.
raent {7 Wibnese's fellow-traveller replied ‘' yes,”” pointing to his
little boy. The other white man then gaid, " No, I don't mean
him. I mean the damned ooolie in the corner,” This gentleman
with the choige lapguage was a railway official, being a shunter,
The white man in the comparbment replied, * Oh never mind hin,
leave him alone,” Then the white man outside (fhe official) said,

¥ am not goiong to allow & coolie to be in the same compariment
with white people.” This man addressed plaintiff, saying "Sammy,
oome out.’”’ Plaintiff said, * why, I was removed at New Castle to
this compartment,” The white man said, * well, you must come
out” and was about to enter the carriage. Witness thinking he
would be handled as at New Oastls gaid he would go out and lefs
the compariment., The white man pointed ous anosher second

clags coxnpartment whioh witness entered, This was empty for a

time but before leaving, a whife man entered. Anothar white man,

{the offioial}, afterwards came up and said if you don’t like ta

travel with that siinking eoolie I will find you another carriage,”

{The Natal 4dveriiser, 23nd November, 1893.)
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You will have nnbmed hhnk aha offivial ab Maritzberg
rmal-lraahad hhe Tudian passengar  although his white
'ffallow-pasaangar did nob mind him. I bbis is not besbial
tranbmant, I ghould very ratoh like tio know wiab is, and

_ «sunh 0O0ULrances #akp place oftun enough to be 1rr1mhmg

It wag found dhriog the cage hhaﬁ one of bhe

vwitnesses for the defendant was coached. ' In anawer e
# guesbiou from the Bansh whether the In_d_inu pagsengars
‘wrera treated with oconsideration, the witness Who was
‘ona of the offiaials referred to replisd in 4he. atfreativg. 7
‘Thereupon the presiding Magistrate whu bried: R dali

| ‘raportad to have said fio the witnese, " Then. tyou ha.*»za ”

- diffarent opinion to what I have apd it m » uurmua :
‘$hing that paopla who are no’r uonnached wiﬁh this

wailway observe more than you.' ;
The Nafal Advertiser, a Buropsan dmly in I)arlum
‘made the following remasks oo the case (— '

It was indigpusable from the ovidenoce that the Arsb bad. hauu
ibadly treatod and seeing that second olase tiokets are imawad ta
Indians of thig desoription, the plaintiff ought not to have besn

gubjected to unnecsssary annoyance andindignity, . .. . Boma
‘definite measures abould be taken tominimidge the danger of f¥oubla

 arising between Huropean and ooloured passsngers withous rendar.
'ing the carrying out of guch measures annoying fo nny pazson
whether black or whife,

In the course of its remarks on the same eaas bhe '
Natal Mercury observed :— | ;

_ Thers ig throughout Bouth Afrioa a tandanuy 60" i ran all
Andians, ne cooliss pures and sitmple, no matier whether thay bp edu’
onted and oleanly in their habita orpot. . . On ot rail waye wa'
hnve noticed on more thun one occasion that coloured. pessodgers
ate not by any means freated with eivility, and although v woald . .
be unreasonabla to expect thab the white employees of thie N.GHLE,

. should treat thom with ths sama deference wa ig hogordad in
THutopean passengerg still we think it would not bein sny way
derogatory to their dignity it the officials wars & little more Sua,m.!ar
in modo when dealing with coloured travellers,

The Caps Twmes, a leading NBWEPAPEE m Sm
Africn, sayg 1=~ . R TR RN
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Natal prasents the curious spectacle of a gountry entertainiog
& supreme conbempé for fhe very olass of peopls ehe oan leant do
‘without, Imagination can only pioture the commersial paralysis
which would inevitably attend the withdrawal of the Indiun popu.
iasion from shat Colony. And yeb the Indian is the moat despiged
of oreatures, ha may not ride in the Sram-oars, nor sif in the gamsa
compartment of = railway carvisge with the Huropeans, hotele
keepers refuse him food or shelter and he is denied she privilegs of
the publio bath ! o

Hore is the opinion of an Aoglo=Indisp, Mr. Drum-
mond who ia intimately connected with the Indians in
#  Natal, He says, writing to the Natal Mercury i~
The majority of the people here seem to forget that they are
__ British subjects, that their Maharani is our Queen and for that
W Learon alone one would think thas they might be gpared vhe oppro-
brious term of * coolie, ' as it iz here applied, In India it is only
the lower clags of white mon who calls native a ‘migger ! and frembe
him as it he were unworthy of any oconsideration or respect. 1n
their eyes, a3 in the eyes of many in this coclony, be is treated
sitbor a8 ® beavy burden or & mechanical roachiog.......Itig s
common thing and a lamentable thing to hear the iguorans and
the unenlightened epeak of the Indian generally as the seum of
the earth, ato, Itie depreciation from the white map and not
appreciation that they get. |

1 think I have addneed sufficient éutside testimony

to subslantiate my statement that the railway officials
treat the Indians as beasts. On the tramoare, the
Indiane are often not allowed to sit inside bub are senk

. . upstairs,’ as the phrase goes, They are often mada o
remove {rom one saab tc anobher or prevented _trdm ceot-
pying front benches. T know an Indian officer, a Ternil
gentieman, dressed in the latest Buropesn style who was
made to gtand on the tram-car bosrd although there was '
aocomodation available for him, :

Quoting etatistics to prove the prosperily of the
Indian community is quite unnecoseary, It is nob denied
‘that the Indians who go to Natal do earn a living and
that in spite of the persecution. ki i
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bl £y tha Transvul wa ca.tmot own ianded property, wa
ﬁnw nob hrade or reside except in apaoiﬁed Jeecations,
‘which are desoribed by tha Brthab Agent, " as places to
deposil the refusas of the town without sny waber exoeph
tha polluted soakage in the gully between tha location
i wd the town.” Wa may nob as of right walk on the
'fcm&pahhs in Johanoesburg and Pretona, We may not be,
out after 9 p. M. Wa may nob travel wibthout passes,
~ The law prevents us from bravelling firsh or sacond olass
an the railways, Wa ara required to pay a special regisr  ®
teabion fae of £3 to enable us fio gettle in tha Tranavaal
and though we are treated as mera ' ohattels '' and !
ha.va no prmlegas whabever. we may ba oalled upon:
40 rent}ar uompulao*y nailitary servioe, if Mr, Ghambarlmm
dlsregards the Memorial which we have addressed
 bo bim on the mw]aab The hlabqry of the whole
-ghse Bs ib affacts the Iodians in the Trangvaal s very
' mhereahlng and [ am only gorry  that for wanh of sime
T cannoh deal with it now. | muss, howevar, beg you fio
atudy it from the Grean Pamphleh. T mugh not omit to
mention that it is crlmmal for an Indian tio bay naﬁivﬁ
.gold
The Oranga Free Sbahe has - made “the Brihii:kx.
Indian an impossibility by simply olassifying him with
the Kaffir,"' as its ohiof organ puts it It has passed a
wpesial law whersby wa are prevented from brading,
farming or owning property noder any siroumstanoces,
It we submit to theee degrading conditions we may ba
. llowad tio tesida after passing through cersain bumiling i
sing aeeramoniss. We were driven out from the State
and our stores wera olosed cansing tio ud a loss of £9,000.
And thig griavance remaing absolutely without redress.
‘The Cape Parliament has passad a Bill grantiog the Bask



