
of their sentences gave to the community. In »U qU* 
■experience of prison treatment in this country never 
have W6 been treated before with such a a paralleled 
qruelby. Insults by warders, frequent assaults by Zulu 
warders, with the bolding off of blankets and other neces­
sary articles, food badly cooked by Zulus, all these 
neoeasisated ft.hunger strike causing immense suffering.
Xou have to know these things to understand the frame 
of mind with which the community met in the public 
meeting on Sunday, the 21st December, to consider vbe 
position and resolve on future action.

Thera was but one feeling at the meeting end that 
was that if we had any self-respect, «ve must not accept 
the Commission unless it was modified in some manner 
in favour of the Indians and we must also ask for the 
release of all real passive register prisoners in which 
terms we do not include persons rightly conyioled of 
actual violence and we all took a solemn oath in God s 
name that unless these conditions yfrere complied with, we 
would resume our Passive Basistauce. Now this oath 
we mean to keep whatever happens. In this trouble we 
are fighting with spiritual weapons and it is not open to 
u& to go back on ofir solemn declaration, Moreover, in 
this matter it is not as though it is the leaders that are 
egging the community on, on the contrary bo determined 
is the community to keep the vow which it haa solemnly 
taken that, if any leaders ventured to advice acceptance 
of the commission without any modification on the lines 
ftsked for, they would beyond all douot be killed and r 
must add, justly so, I believe we are gaining ground. 
Several influential Europeans including some ministers 
of religion, recognising the justice of our stand, at a 
working to help us and we have not yet givea
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13p the hope that aonaa way roay be found out of the 
difficultly.

In ail this crisis, I wish to say before oonoipd'mgi two 
things have greatly sustained and comforted us, one is 
the splendid courage and staunoh advocacy of our cause 
by His Excellency the Viceroy and the other is the 
hearty support which India has sent us. We shall do 
nothing now, till Sir Benjamin Robertson arrives and 
w b  shall receive him with all honour and trust both 
because you tell us we shall find in him a strong friend 
and also because he has bean appointed by the Viceroy 
to whom we feel so profoundly grateful. Bub unless the 
Oommisaion is made in some way more acceptable to 
us, I do nob see how the renewal of Passive Resistance 
o?in be avoided. We know it will entail enormous suffer­
ing, I assure you, we do not desire it, but neither shall 
we shrink from it, if it must be borne.

At a meeting held under the auspices of the Natal 
Indian Association, Mr, Gandki sketched his future pro- 
gramme. Be said ;—

Ho would have preferred to speak first in one of the 
Indian tongues, bus in tha presence of Messrs Polak 
and Kalleobaeb, his fallow-convicts, feelings of gratitude 
oompelled him to speak first in the tongue they knew.
They would nofeioe he had changed his draaa from that 
ha had formerly adopted for tha last 20 years, and be 
had decided on the change when ha heard of tha shoot­
ing of their fellow-countrymen. No matter whether the 
shooting wm  found bo be justified or not, the fact was 
that they were shot, and those bullets ghot him 
(Mr. Gandhi) through the heart also. He felt how 
glorious it would have been if one of those bullets had
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struck him also., been* use might he not be a .^murderer 
himself, by having participated in that event by having 
ad vised Indiana kb' strike ? His conscience cleared him 
from this guilt of murder, but ha felt ha should adopt 
mourning for those .Indians as an humble example fco his 
fe5.Jow-obun Siyman. He felt that he should go into 
mourning at least for a period., which should he po» 
extensive with the end of (ibatf struggle, and that bo 
should fiiooapt some mourning not only inwardly,, but 
outwardly as wall, as a humble example bo his fellow™ 
countrymen, so that he mould tell them that it was 
necessary for them to show, by their conduct! and out­
ward appearance, tsbab they ware in mourning. He was 
not prepared himself to accept the European mourning 
dress for this purpose, and, with some modification in 
deference to the feelings of his European frieods, he had- 
adopted this dress similar bo that of an indentured 
Indian, He asked his foilQW-ooantryrmn to adopt some 
sign of mourning bo show to the world that they ware 
mourning and further to adopt soma inward observance 
also. And perhaps he might belt them what his inward 
mourning was— to restrict himself bo one nioal ft day,
They had been released, he continued, not on any son™ 
ditioif* but they knew that they were released on the ra~ 
commendation of a Cemmiseion appointed by the Gov­
ernment, in order that every facility might be given not 
only to them, but to the Indian oommunihy , bo bring 
before the Oomhaission any evidence that community 
might have in its possession. Ho thought ib a right and 
proper thing that the Government had appointed a Com­
mission, bub he thought the Oommision was open to the 
gravest objection from the Indian standpoint; and ha 
was there to tender his humble advice to them that if



was imposaihla to accepts the Commission in a form in 
which the Indians had no voice, They were fighting forif ■
so many grievances, and She underlying spirit of the 
struggle w&a to obtain full recognition on the part of the 
Governments of the right of oousulfcaUon in anything 
which appertained to Indian interests. Unless the Gov* 
emmant was prepared to condescend to that extent, un­
less they ware prepared to ascertain and respect the 
Indian sentiments, it was not passible for Indians, as 
loyal but manly citizens of the Empire, to render ofoedi- 
eaoe to their commissions or laws which they might 
have passed over their heads, This was one of the 
sarious fundamental objections, The other objection was 
that it was a partisan Commission ; therefore the Indiana 
wanted their own partisans on it. Tide they might not 
get, but they at least wanted impartial men,who had not 
expressed opinions hosbile to their interests, but gentle 
man who would be able to bring to the deliberations of 
the Commission an open, just and impartial mind. 
(Applause.) He considered that Mr. Esaleo and Mr. 
Wylie, honourable gentlemen as they ware, could not 
poaaibly bring open minds bo bear on the inquiry, for the 
simple reason that they had their owu human limitations 
and could not divest themselves of their anti-Asiatic 
views which they bad -expressed times without numb 
If tha Government appointed the Indians' nominees, and 
thus honoured bhair saotimeosss, and granted a release far 
the prisoners now iu gaol, ha thought it would ba possi­
ble for them to assist the Government, and therefore the, 
Empire, and bring, perhaps, this crisis to an end with­
out further suffering. But it might be that they 
might have to undergo further suffering. Is might 
ba that bhair sins ware so great that they might
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have to do still further patten ae. " Therefore I 
hope yon will hold yourselves in readiness," he pro*
•• ecded, " to. respond to the call the Government tjaay 
make by declining our juab and feasonable requests, and 
than to again forae the pace by again undergoing a till 
greater purifying suffering, until at last) the Government 
may order she military to riddle us also with their bullets,
My friends, are you prepared for this ? (Voioea *. "Yea.” )
Are you prepared to share the fate of those of our 
countryman whom the cold atone is resting upon to-day?
Are you prepared to do this (Cries of yes,' ) Then, if the 
Government does not grant our request, this is tha propo­
sition 1 wish bo place before you this morning. That 
ail of us, on tha first day of the Maw Year, should be 
.ready again to suffer battle, again to suffer imprisonment 
arid march out. (Applause.) That is the only process of 
purification and wiil be a substantial mourning both 
inwardly and outwardly which will bear justification 
before our God, That is the advice we give to our free 
a n d  indentured c o u n t r y m a n —to strike, and even though 
this may mean death to ahem, l am B u r n  it will be justi­
fied." Bat if they acaepbed tha quiet life, ha want on, 
nob only would the wrath of God descend upon them, bub 
they would inour the disgrace of the whole of that portion 
of bhe European world forming the British Empire, (Ap­
plause.) Ha hoped that every man, woman and grown­
up child would hold themselves in readiness to do this.
He hoped bhoy would not consider self, that they would 
not consider their salaries, trades, or oven families, their 
own bodies in tha struggle which was to hia mind a 
struggle for human liberty, and therefore a struggle for 
tha religion to which'they might respectively belong. It 
w w essentially a religious struggle— (hear, hear)— W  any
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sSraggie involving assertion and freedom of their oon- 
aoianoe must be a religious straggle, H© therefore hoped 
bhey would hold themselves in readiness bo respond fco 
febe call and nob listen to the advice of those who 
wavered, nor listen to those who asked them to wait, or 
to those who might ask them to refrain from the battle;
The struggle was one involving quite a clear issue, and an 
inoradibly simple one, " D j not listen to any one,” he 
oars eluded, “  but obay your own oonaoienoe and go 
forward without thinking. Now is the time for thinking, 
and having made up your minds stick to it, even unto 
death.’ ’ (Applause.)

SH O U LD INDIANS H A V E  F U L L  C IT IZE N
E IG H T S ?

T h ou gh  M r. Q a n d h i declin ed  to p a r t ic ip a te  
w ith  the S olom on com m ission  M s dem and s on b eh a lf  
o f  the S outh  A fr ic a n  In d ia n s  w ere  n ever  e x t r a ­
va ga n t. H e  rea lised  th e lim ita tion s  u n d er  <w h ich  
th ey  had to labour an d  lie defined th e lim its o f  
th eir  a m bition . W ith in  those lim its  how ever he 
ivas d eterm in ed  to o ffer  resis ta n ce  to  in te r fe r e n c e . 
R e p ly in g  to th e  cr itie im s o f  the “ Natal M ercury”  he 
w rote  ea r ly  in  J a n u a ry  1914 :—

Year first leader in to-day's issue of your paper 
invites a statement from me, which, I hope, you will 
permit me to make,

v; You imagine that a more potent reason for delaying, 
the contemplated maroh is " t o  be found ip the faoU hat
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V  / /  fcho mass of the local Indian community could not be 
; relied upon to join in the resuscito. on of a form of

oonflloii whir-b recoiled moat! injuriously upon She Indians 
themselves." Thera are other inferences, also, you have 
drawn from the delay* with which I. shall not deal all 
present. I, however, assure you that you are wrongly 
informed if you consider thus the mass of bbe local 
Indian community 13 not 6a be relied upon to join the 
march, if it has ever to be leader taken, Oa the contrary 
the diffiaultiy to-day is even to delay it, and my 
oo-workers and I have been obliged to send special 
messengers and to issue special leaflets -in order to 
advise the people that the march must be postponed for 
the time being. I admit that speculation, as So whether 
she mass of the local Inclian eormnamty will or will 
not join the marak is fruitless, because this will be, if it 
has to be, put bo the Seat at m  distant date, I give my 
own view in order that the public* may not be lulled 
into a sense of false belief Shat the movement is oonlxaod 
to a few only among the community.

The chief reason, therefore, for trespassing upon 
your courtesy is to inform the South African public 
through your columns that whilst the great National 
Congress that has just closed >:tse session at Karachi was 
fully justified in asking, and was bound to ask, for lull 
eitiaen rights throughout the British Dominions for all 
the King's subjects, irrespective of caste, colour, or 
oread, and whilst they may not and ought not to be 
bound by local considerations, wo in South Africa have 
repeatedly made it clear that, as sans people, we ara 
bound to limit our ambition by local oiroumstaaoea, we 
are bound 60 recognise the wlfespread prejudice however 
unjustified it may be and, having dona so, we have
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de'difaped-—aiftd l venture fee re-declare through your 
■aolumDs— bhat ray oo workers and I shall not bis a party 
fee any agitation which has for its object the free aad 
unrestricted immigration of British Indians into the 
Union or the attainment of the poli&io&l franchise in t*he 
■near future. That theee rights must ootne in time will,
I suppose, be admitted by all, bull when they do 
•come they will nob bo obtained by foroiug the pace, 
as jpftasiva resistance is undoubtedly calculated fco do, but 
by otherwise educating public opinion, and by the Indian 
community ao acquitting itself m the discharge of ail the 
obligations that flow from citizenship of the British 
Empire as to have these rights given to them as a mat­
ter of course. Meanwhile, ho far aa my advice counts 
for anything, I can only suggest that the efforts ©f 
the Indian community should be concentrated upon 
gaming or regaining every lost civil right or every such 
right at present withheld from the community ; and 1 
bold that even this will not happen unless we are ready 
to make an effective protest against our civil destruction 
by means of passive resistance, and unless through oar 
self-suffering we have demonstrated to the European 
publio that we are a people that cherishes its honour 
and self-respect as dearly as any people on earths '



a  t r u c e  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

The following letter from Mr. Gandhi to the 
Government places on record the agreement arrived 
at as a result of a series of interviews with the 
Minister at Pretoria. It was dated Pretoria, 
January 21, 1914 : —

Before leaving for Phoenix, I venture feo express my 
thanks to General Smuts for the patient and kind inter* 
views that be has been pleased to grant me daring this 
time of overwhelming pressure. My countrymen will re* 
member with gratitude his great consideration.

I understand that the Minister is unable to accept 
(with regard to the Indian Inquiry Commission) either 
fl) my suggestion shat a member representing Indian 
interests should ba co-opted when questions of policy are 
inquired into, or (2) my suggestion that a second 
Commission, with Indian representation should be 
appointed to deal with those questions only, the pre­
sent Commission in that ease becoming purely judicial.
I submitted a third proposal also, which, in view 
of tha Government's decision. I need nob state here,
Had any of my suggestions been viewed favourably 
by tha Govaramant» it would have been possible 
for my countryman to assist the labours of tha Com­
mission. Bub with regard to leading evidence before fchiV 
Commission, which has a political as wall as a judicial 
character, they have conscientious scruples, and these 
have taken with them a solemn and religious form, I may 
state briefly that these scruples were based on the strong 
feeling thab the Indian community should have been 
either consulted or represented where questions of policy 
were concerned.
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y ^ t y  The Miniate*,-1 observe, appreciates these sera* 
pies, and regards them as honourable, bat is unable to 
alter his decision, As, however, by granting ms the 

recant interviews, ho has bean pleased to aoeapfi the 

principle of consultation, ih enables mo to advise my 

countrymen not to hamper the labour?! of the OotnmiB” 
cion by any aofcivo propaganda, and not to lender the 

position of the Government difficult by reviving passive 

resistance, pending the result | |  the Commission and the 

introduction at legislation during the forthcoming 

sessions
If I am right its my interpretation of the Govern* 

monte attitude on the prineipia of consultation, it would 
bo further possible for as to-assist Sir Benjamin Robert- 
son, whom the Viceroy, with gracious forethought, has 
deputed to give evidence before the Commission.

A word 18 here necessary on the question of aliega* 
tions as to ill-fereabrnenb daring the progress of the 
Indian strike’ in Natal,. For She reasons above stated, tbs 
avenue of proving them through the Commission is closed 
to us, I am parson ally unwilling to challenge libel 
proceedings by publishing the Authentic evidence in our 
possession, and would far rather refrain altogether from 
rakieg up old sores, I bag to assure the Miniate- that, 
as passive registers, we endeavour to avoid, as far 
as possible, any resentment of personal, wrongs But 
in order that our silence may not ha mistaken, may I 
ask the Minister to recognise our motive and reciprocal 
by not leading evidence of a negative character before the 
Commission on the allegations in question.

Suspension of passive resistance, moreover, carries 
with it a prayer for thy release of the passive resistance 
prisoners now undergoing imprisonment, either in the 

6
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o r d i n a r y  g a o l s  o r  t h e  m i n e  a o m p o u h d a ,  w h i c h  a a i g h l  

h a v e  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  M  s u o u ,

Ftnully, it mights bob ba out of p|aoa hare tsb recaps- 

tuiftba & cits points om which raiiai has befito. Bought. l?lj&y 

■are &8 follows
(1) Repeal of the £3 ba* ia such a manner that the Indians 

relieved will occupy virtually (he same afcatua as the Hiaanturfla 
Indiana discharged under the-Natal L'»\v, 25 of 1891

(3 ) The marriage question. (These two are the points, as I 
have verbally submitted, which require fresh legislation,!

(31 .The Capa entry question, (This requires only adminis­
trative relief subject to the clear safeguards explained to the 
Minister )

M) The Orange Free Stats question. {This requires merely a 
verbal alteration in the assurance already given.)

(5) An assurance that the existing laws especially afiaatiog 
Indiana will tie administered justly. with Jua regard so vested 
irighta.

I venture to suggest that Nos. 8 4 and 5 present 
•no special difficulty, and that the needful relief may be 
now given on these points as an earnest of the good 
intentions of the Government! regarding the resident 
Indian population.

.If the Minister, a s  I trust and hope, fiaws my 
submission with favour, I shall be prepared, bo advise my 
countrymen in accordance with the tenout of this 
letter.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN QUESTION V^J, j
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THE SETTLEMENT,

T h e p a ssin g  o f  the In d ia n  B e lie f  A c t in  Ju ly,
19 14 , in the U nion Houses o f  P a rlia m en t b rou gh t a  
s ig h  o f  re lie f to the whole In d ia n  p op u la tion  both in 
S outh  A fr ica  an d  in Ind ia . T h e  abolition  o f  the 
£ 3  ta x , the leg isla tion  on the m arria ge qu estion  and  
th e rem oval o f  th e  racia l bar w ere  d istin ctly  to ike  
a d va n ta g e  o f  th e Ind ians a n d  o n  the lines recom ­
m ended  by the Com m ission. B u t  there were cer ta in  
oth er  a d m in istra tive  m atters w h ich  w ere n ot in ­
c lu d ed  in the 'B elief B ill but w h ich  w ere o f  equal 
im p orta n ce to con stitu te  a  com plete settlem ent.
M r. G andhi subm itted  a  lis t  o f  reform s in  the 
d esired  d irection s w h ich  G en era l Smuts d iscussed  in 
a  U tter  addressed to  Mr, G a n d h i under d a te , 30 th  
J u n e. - On ike sam e day M r. G andhi sen t the 
fo l lo w in g  rep ly  :

X beg bo .acknowledge receipt of your letter of avers 
'date herewith setting forth the substance of she interview 
that General Sonufia was pleased, notwithstanding many 
Other preying calls upon his time, to grant me on Satur­
day last, I feel deeply grateful for tba patience and 
courtesy which the Minister showed during the disouSaion 
of the several points submitted by me,

The passing of the Indians' Belief Bill and this cor­
respondence 'finally dosed, the Passive Resistance struggle 
which' dotntoe'Do&d in the September of .1906 a oil which 
to tba Indian abcutaUnity cost much pbv sfeal softer mg 
and pecuniary l e s s  ind t o  » b n  G ^ v t r w e n t  p * v e i i  d u s i o u g  

thought and oobsldsmkm



As the Minister is aware* some of my countrymen 

have wished ma to go farther. They are dissatisfied that 

the trade licenses laws of the differaab Provinces, feba 

Transvaal Gold Law, the Transvaal Townships Act, the 

Transvaal Law 3 of 1S85, have not been altered so as to 

give them full rights of residence, trade and ownership of 

land, Borne o f  them are disaatisfiarl that full intar-pra- 

vinoi&i migration is not permitted, and some are dissatis­

fied that on the marriage question the Relief Bill goes no 

further than it does, They have askad me that all the 

above matters might be included isa tbs Passive Resistance 

struggle. I have bean unable to comply with their 

wishes. Whilst, therefore, they have not been included 

imthe prograaima of Passive Resistance, it will not be 

denied that soma day or other these matters will require 

further and sympathetic consideration by the Govern­

ment, Complete satisfaction cannot be expected anti! 

full otvic rights have bean eonoaded to the resident Indian 

population.

I have told my countryman that they will have to 

exercise pafeienaa and by all honourable means at their 

disposal educate publics opinion so as go anabia the 

Government of the day to go further than the present 

correspondence does. I shall hope Shais when the 

Europeans of South Africa fully appreciate the fact that 

now, as the importation of indentured labour from India 

is prohibited and as the Immigrants' Regulation Act of 

last year be.8 in practice all but stopped further free 

Indian immigration and that my countrymen do not 

aspire to any political ambition, they, the Europeans* 

will «ee the justice and indeed the necessity of my 

countrymen being gr&used J b o  rights I have j u s t  

referred to.
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Meanwhile,' if the generous spirit that the Govern*
•meat ha79 apppUed to the taaknaoti of the problem 
daring the* oast few months aontsinoes to ha applied, hji 
■promised in your latter, in the adroistratlon of the 
existing l»wn> I am'quite certain that the Indian com­
munity throughout the Union will be able to enjoy some 
measure of peace and never be a source of trouble to the 
■Government.

FAEEWELI, SPEECH AT I)DEBAN

On th e  eve o f  th e ir  d ep a rtu re  fr o m  South  A f r i c a  
M r. a n d  M rs. G a n d h i w ere th e  rec ip ien ts  o f  
in n u m era b le  a d d resses from  ev ery  cla ss  o f  S o u th  
A fr ica n , res id en ts , H in d u s , M a h om ed a n s, P a r  sees  
and E u ro p ea n s . M r. G a n d h i r ep lied  to each  o n e  o f  
these to u ch in g  ad dresses in  su ita b le  term s.

On W ed n esd a y  th e  18th  J u ly , 1 9 14 , M r. a n d  
M rs. G a n d h i were, en ter ta in ed  a t a  g r ea t  g a th e r in g  
o f  In d ia n  an d  E u ro p ea n  resid en ts a t  th e  T ow n  H aM , 
D u rb a n , w h ich  w as p res id ed  ov er  b y  ike M a y o r  
{Mr.  W .  H olm es), T eleg ra m s w ere r ea d  f r o m  the. 
B ish o p  o f  N a ta l, G en, B o th a , M essrs . S m uts , M e r r i - 
m an, B u r to n , R a s k in  a n d  oth ers. T h e  M a yor  a n d  
■several sp ea k ers  eu lo g ised  the s erv ices  o f  M r .  
G a n d h i♦

Eaferriog bo the addressee which had been presented 
to him, he said that, while ha valued them, he valued 
mom the love and sympathy which the addresses bad 
expressed He did not know that he would he able to



l u S  ^  THK 80UTH -A'BWCAN INDIAN .QUESTION v £ T
\ -J&. >. I!'Jj[t' -i-.;i y. <, / ''..... i •'« •■ V̂ i  r* ̂  / . ■ •*" .

wake adequate oompenaaWon.. He did nut deserve ail feho> 
praisa bestowed upon him. Nor did bis wife olaim kv 
deserve all that bad been said of her,. Many^ an Indian 
woman had done greater service during the struggle than 
Mrs. Gandhi. He thanked the community on behalf of 
Mr Kailenbaoh, who was another brother to h’ m, for the 
addresses presented. The commaivifcy had done well in 
recognising Mr Kallenbaoh's worth. Mr, Kaiienbarh 
would tell them that be cams to the struggle to gain. He 
considered that, by taking ‘up their causa, he gained a 
greafc deal in the fcroesb sense. Mr. Kallenbfioh had done 
splendid work during the strike at Newcastle and, when 
the time earns, he cheerfully went to prison, again think­
ing that be was the gainer and not the loser. Proceeding,
M* Gandhi referred to the time of [bis arrival in 1897 
when his friend Mr. Laughton had stood by him against 
the mob. He also remembered with gratefulness the 
aofeiou of Mrs, Alexander, the wife of the lata Superintend 
dent of Police in Durban, who protected him with bee 
umbrella from the missiles thrown by the excited crowd. 
Referring to Passive Resistance, ho claimed that if was a, 
weapon of the purest ty pe, lb was not the weapon of the 
weak. If was needed, in his opinion, far greater courage 
to be « PaHidvo Resister than a physical register. It was. 
tbs courage of a Jesus, a Daniel, a Qrapncier, a Latimer 
and a Ridley who eoulcJ go calmly to suffering and death, 
and the courage of a Tolstoy who dared to defy the Ctfara 
of Russia, that stood out as the greategt, Mr, Gandhi 
raid be knew the Mayor had received some telegrams 
stating that the Indians’ Relief Bill was not satisfactory,
It would he a singular thing if in this world ibey would 
he able to get anything that satisfied everybody, hot in 
the condition of thingn'tin Soulh Africa at the present



lime, be wag certain they could not have had a belter 
measure. I do wot claim the credit for it,” Mr. Gandhi 
remarked, M In is rather due to the women and young 
people ;ike Nagappao, Narayanasaroy, and Va’diamah 
who have died for the came and to those who quickened 
the conscience of South Africa, Our thanks are due algo 
to the Union Government, General Botha showed the 
greatest etatemanship when he said hie Government 
would grand or fall by this measure, I followed the 
whole of that historic debate—historic to me, historic 
to my country men i and possibly historic to South 
Africa and the world,” Proceeding, Mr,, Gandhi 
said that it was well known to them how the Govern­
ment had done justice, and how the Opposition 
had come to their assistance They had also
received handsome help from both the Imperial and 
Indian Governments, backed by that generous Viceroy,
Lord Hardings. (Cheers.) The maimer in which India, 
led by their great ami distinguished c c m r r r y  man, Mr, 
Gobbale, bad responded to the cry which Lurne from the 
hearts of thousands of their countrymen in Bomb Africa* 
was one of the results of the Passive Resistance move* 
meet, and left, he hoped, no hitter traces or bitter memo­
ries. (Applause) " This assurance,” continued Mr.
Gandhi, " I vtiish to give. I go away with no ill- wili 
against a single European. I have received many hard 
knocks in my life, but here I admit that I have received 
those most precious gifts from Europeans—love and 
sympathy.” (Cheers.) This settlement, ha said, had 
been achieved after an eight years ’ struggle. The Indians 
in South Africa bad never aspired to any political 
ambition, and as regarded the social question, that 
oouid n,v-« arise h  Aou recti-m wit fa the Indians,

FiRBWEIitt SPEECH AT DURBAN j



<# I do wot) hold for me moment,”  Mr. Gandhi exclaim. 
ed» * that Bast add West cannot combine. I Shank She 
day ia oocnin  ̂ whan East must meat West* or West 
meat East* bub I think She sooial evolution of She Weal 
to-day iica in one channel* and that of the Indian ia  

another channel. The Indians have no wish to-day bo 
encroach on bha social institutions of hha European in 
South Africa. (Cheers.) Most Indians are natural 
traders.' There are bound bo ha trade jealousies and 
these various things that ootna from oompatifcion. I'have 
never bean able bo find a solution of this most difficult 
problem, which will require the broad-mindedness and 
spirit of justice of the Severn aunt of South Africa bo 
hold the balance between conflicting in te r e s ts R e fe r ­
ring bo his stay in South Africa, Mr, Gandhi e&id that ha 
should retain bha most sacred memories of this land.
He had been fortunate in forming the happiest and 
most lasting friendships with both Europeans and 
Indiana. He was now returning bo India— a holy land 
ganobifiad by the austerities of the ages. Ia conclusion.
Mr. Gandhi hoped that the astue iova and sympathy 
which had been given to him in S.iutb Africa might be 
extended bo him, no matter id what part of the world 
he might be. He hoped tbab the aebtiemaub embodied 
in the Indians’ Relief Bill would be carried out in a 
spirit of broad-mindedness and justice in the administra­
tion of the laws iabelv passed in connection with the 
affair# of the Indian commuiuisy. Thau,” added Mr, 
Gandhi, ** I think there will be no fear on the part of 
my oountryman in their social evolution. That is one 
of the lassoua of the s e t U e m a u f c . "
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T ^ -sd & D B B S S  TO THE INDENTURED INDIANS

T/ttf following speech is the text of Mr, Gandhi’s 
-address to Indentured Indians at Verulam on the 
12th July, 1914

Please understand, my indentured countrymen, fcb&k 
it is wrong for you to oonsider that relief has been 
obtained because I or you have gone to gaol, but be­
cause you had the oouraga to give up your life and 
saarifiee yourselves and in this instance I have also to 
tell you that many causes lad to this result. I have to 
specially refer to the valuable assistaoaa rendered by the 
Hon. Senator Marshall Gampbeii. I think that your 
thanks and my thanks are due to him for his work in the 
Senate while the Rill was passing through it. The relief 
is of this uatmee ;,the £ 3 tax you will not have to pay, and 
arrears will be remitted. It does not mean that you are 
free from your present indentures. You are bound to go 
through your present indentures faithfully and honestly, 
but whan these finish you are just as free as any other 
free Indian under Aob 25,1891, and oan raaeiva the same 
protection as set forth in that Aok, You are not bound to 
-re-indenture orreturn to India, Disaharge certificates 
will be issued to you free of aharga. If you want to go 
to India and return therefrom you must first spend three 
years in Natal as free Indians. If yon, being poor, want 
assistiioae to enable you to go to India, you oan gat it on 
application to the Government; but in that ease you 
would not be allowed to return. If you want to .return, 
fight shy of this aslstanoe, and use your own money or 
borrow from your friends. If yon re-indenture you 
noma under the same law—namely, 25 of 1891. My



advice to you 4B : Do uob i'e-indenture, bub by all me not
serve your jpMaanfe roasters tinder the oo anna on law of the 
country. Now, in the event of any occasion arising 
(which 1 hop® id will not do), you will know what is? 
necessary,, * * *

Victoria County has not bean as free from violence 
as the Newcastle District was You retaliated, I do not 
aara whether it was under provocation or noli, but you 
retaliated, and have used sticks and atones?, and yon have 
burnt augar-oano. That is not passive resiatsanoe. If I 
had been m your raidafc I would have repudiated you, 
and allowed rather ray own head to be broken than 
allow a single stick or stone to be used, Passive resis­
tance is a more powerful weapon than all tug stioks, 
stones, and gunpowder in the world, If imposed upon, 
you must suffer even unto death. That is passive re­
sistance. If, therefore, I was an indentured Indian 
forking for the Hera, Mr, Marshall Campbell, Mr. 

Saunders or other employer, and if I found ray treatments 
not Juatr, l would not go bo the Protaator—-I would go to 
my master and ask for justice: and if ha would nos 
grant is I would say that 1 would remain there without 
food or drink until it was granted. 1 am quite aura that 
the stoniest heart will be mehad by passive resisbaaise,
Let this sink deeply into yourselves This is a sovereign 
and most effeotive remedy. *

I shall now say my farewell to Verulam and you 
all. The scene before me will nob fade in ray memory, 
be the distance ever so great. May God. help you all in 
your trouble, May your own nonduob ba such that God 
may Sod it possible to help you.
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^ '^ A D D R E S S  TO THE TAMIL COMMUNITY

On the 15th July, 1914, at the, West-End 
Bioscope H a ll ,  Johannesburg, Mr Gandhi addressed 
a meeting of the Tamil Community, including many 
ladies,

Mr. Gandhi said that be felt, in coming to a:set: 
the Tamil brothers and sisters, as if ha came to meet 
blood relations. That was a -sentiment which bo had 
cherished now for many years, and the reason was 
quite simple. Of all the different sections of the Indian 
community, he thought that the Tamil had borne the 
brunt of the sfruggte. The largest number of deaths 
that Passive Bosistauoe had taken had been from the 
Tamil community. They had that morning gone to the 
cemetery to perform the unveiling ceremony in connection 
with the two memorial? to a dear sister and brother.
Both of these bad been Tamils. There was Naray ansamy 
whoso bones lay at Dalagoa Bay, He had been a Tamil,
Tbs deportees had been Tamils, The last to fight and' 
some out of gaol had bean Tamils Those who were 
ruined hawkers ware all Tamils. Tba majority of the 
Passive Eetisters at Tolstoy Farm bad been Tamils. On 
every side, Tamils had shown themselves to be most 
typical of the best traditions of India, and by saying 
«b?p he was not exaggerating in the slightest degrea.
The faith, the abundant faith its God, in Truth, that 
the Tamila had shown, bad bean one of the most sustain­
ing forces throughout those long-drawn years, Tba 
majority of women to go to gaol were Tamils, T ub 
sisters who defied the authorities to arrest i hem and t ad 
gone from door to door, from barracks to bftn r.rfca ir, 
Newcastle, to ask the men to lay down their tolls au ■



)|5!L-«?SBtrika work— who ware they 7 Again, Tamil sisters. 
vVho matched among the women ? Tamila, of course. 
Who lived on a pound loaf o f bread and an ounce of 
sugar? The majority were Tamila: though there ha 
must give their due also to those of their countrymen 
who were called Calcutta man. In that last struggle 
they also had responded nobly, hut ha was not able to 
say quite so nobly as the Tamils ; but they had certainly 
come out almost as well as the Tamils had, bub the 
Tamils had sustained the struggle for the last eight years 
and had shown of whab stuff they were made from the 
very beginning, Here in Johannesburg they were a 
handful, and yet, even munerioally, they would show, he 
thought, the largest number who had gone to gaol again 
and again; also if they wanted imprisonment wholesale, 
it same from the Tamils. So that he felt, when be came 
to a Tamil meeting, that he came to blood-relations. The 
Tamils bad shown so much pluck, so much faith, so much 
devotion to duty and such noble simplicity, and yet had 
been so self-effacing, He did not even apeak fchoir 
language, muoh as he should like to be able to do so, and 
yet they bad simph fought on. It had been a glorious, 
a rich experience, which he would treasure to the end of 
his life, How should he explain the settlement to them ? 
They did not even want it. But if he must he oould only 
fceli them that all that they and theirs had fought for bed 
bean obtained and obtained largely through the force of 
character that they had shown ; and yet they did not 
want, they had nob wanted to reap the reward, except 
the reward that their own flonacionaas would offer them. 
They had foughb for the Cape entry right for Colonial 
boms. That they bud got. They had fought for 
the just administration of the laws, That they had
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got They had fought for the removal of fcbo racial 
iasufc in the law with reference bo bha Free State, That 
they had got, The £ 8 Tax was now a matter of the 
past. And, with reference to the marriage question, 
all those dear sisters who had gone to gaol now 
could ha called bho wives of their busoauds, whilst but 
yesterday they might have been nailed so out of oour* 
fieay by a friend, but ware not so ia bha eye of the law.
That waa one of the things they had fought for and bad 
got, Truth was what they had boon fighting for, add 
Truth had conquered— not ha or they. They might fight 
to*morrow for an unrighteous thing, and as sure as late 
they would bo beaten and well-beaten. Truth waa un~ 
aonquerable, and whenever the oali to duty came he 
hoped they would respond. There waa ooo thing more.
They had sometimes, as every other section of tbo oom 
omoity had, jealousies amongst themselves. They had 
petty jealousies nob in ooneobion with the struggle, bus in 
matters which had nothing to do with the struggle, All

* thoye patty jealousies and differences, he hoped, would go, 
and they would rise higher still in the estimation of 
themaeivei and of those who at all grew to know buem 
and the depth of oharacier which they had. They had 
also> as all sections of the Indian community had, not 
only those jealousies but sometimes many pickeringa 
also, and patty quarrels. Ha felt these also should be- 
raraoved eapeoi&Uy from their midst, because they had 
shown themselves so fib to give themselves to the Mother­
land. And hare, of course, it was a Tamil who had given 
bis four sons to ba trained as servants of India. Ha 
hoped Mr. and Mrs. Naidoo knew exactly what they had 
cone. They had surrendered all right to those shUdraa 
or life, and they could nob possibly do anything to arl-
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t h e  so u th  afk io an  in d ia h  qhkstion

saoos their material well-being, baa had always to remain 
servants 0/ India. Ia was no joke, and yet Mr. and Mrs. 
Naidoo had certainly dona that. Ha could not appeal m  
them tod abrougly that 6hey of all sections should rid 
themselves of all those bickerings, petty jealousies and 
quarrels amongst themselves, He would also ask them 
whenever they chose a President or a Chairman to obey 
biro, So follow him, and no': always listen 60 the views of 
this or that man. If they did that their usefulness would 
be curtailed, And then too they should not worry if 
others and not they might reap the reward. Their re- 

jward would be ail the greater if it was nob of bhis earth ; 
they ware nob fighting for material reward, and a true 
Passive Besistsr never thought of material reward. They 
should hob worry about material prosperity, bub always 
have higher things before fcbara, Then indeed they would 
he like cbia eleven working in the community which oould 
raise the community as one bo look up bo, The privilege 
was certainly bhairs and time also was at bbair disposal, 
and if they make good use of that time it would be a 
splendid thing for the whole of South Africa, and would 
certainly be a splendid thing for them ; and if he heard 
in India thab all those little things to which he had 

attention had also been gob rid of by the Indian 
•©••immunity ha would indeed be rejoiced. One thing m ore. 
Be ..d known something of Madras, and how sharp 
oasts distinctions wera there. He felt they would have 
Ohoae bo South Africa in vain if they were bo carry those 
caste prejudices with them. The oaate system had its 
uses, but that was an abuse. If they carried caste distinc­
tions! to that fatuous extent and draw those distinctions, 
and called one another high and low and so on, those 
things would be their ruin, They should remember that



they were nob high caste or low oaste, but al 1 Indians, 
all Tamils. He said Tamils, but that was also applicable 
to the whole Indian aoramuaity, but moat to them 
because most was certainly expected of them,

F A R E W E L L  S P E E C H  AT JO H A N N E S B U R G ­

'S  J oh ann esburg  M r. G an dh i tea s  the r ec ip ien t  
o f  num erous addresses, fr o m  H in d u s , B a r sees t 
M ah om cd an s, E u rop ea n s  and o th er  * im p orta n t  
com m un ities . In d eed  ev ery  class o f  p eop le , a n d  
every  im p orta n t a ssocia tion  p resen ted  a sep a ra te  
address, M r, G an dh i m ade a  tou ch in g  rep ly  to th em :.

Johannesburg was not a new place to him, He saw 
many friendly faces there, many who had worked with 
him in many struggles in Johannesburg. He bad gone 
through nauob in life. A great deal of depression and 
sorrow had been his lot, but he had also learnt daring a!j 
those years to love Johannesburg even though it was a 'Min­
ing Camp. It was in Johannesburg that be had found hie 
most precious friends, It was in Johannesburg fcb&ti the 
foundation for the great struggle of Passive Resistance 
was laid in the September of 1906. It was in Johannes­
burg that ha bad found a friend, a guide, and a biographer 
in the late Mr, Duke. It was in Johannesburg that he 
had found in Airs, IJoks a loving sister, who had nursed 
him back to life whan he bad been assaulted by a country­
man who bad misunderstood hia mission and wno mis­
understood what he had done. It was in Johannesburg 
that he had found a Kalleubach, a Polak, a Miss Schlegin 
and many another who had always helped him and had
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always cheered him and h'a countrymen’ .Johannaebayg,, 
therefore, hud the bo?fast associations of ail the holy 
associations that Mrs, Gandhi ? n I ha would carry back 
to India, and; as ha had already said on many another 
platform, South Africa, nosh to India, would he the 
holiesa land to bioa and to Mrs- Gandhi and to big 
children, for, in goite of all the .bittaraegaa-u ib .had given- 
thacn those life-long oompaniong, It was in Johannesburg 
again that tha European Coco to i.sea had bean formed, 
whan Ia|ians ware going through the darkest stage in 
their history, presided ovar them, as it still was, by 
Mr. Hoskan, it  was last, but not least, Johannesburg 
that had givau Valliamma, that young girl, whose picture 
rose before him even as ha spoke, who had died io the 
oftuaa of truth, Situ pie-minded in faith— she had nob the 
'knowledge that ha had, she did not know what Passive 
Besisbauca was, she did nab know what it was the com ­
munity would gain, but she was simply taken up wish un­
bounded enthusiasm for her people— went to gaol, game 
out of it a wreak, and within a few days died. It was 
Johannesburg again that produced a Nag a ppan and 
Narayansamy, two lovely youths hardly out of thair 
teens, who also died. But both Mrs. Gandhi and he stood 
living before them. He and Mrs. Gandhi had worked in 
the Hooe-light; those others had worked behind tho scenes 
not knowing where they were going, axoopii this that what 
they were doing was right and proper and, if any praise 
was due anywhere ah all, it! was due to those three who 
died, They had had the name of Harbatoiugh given to 
fcbara. He (the speaker) had had the privilege of serving 
imprisonment with him. Harbatsicgh was 75 years old,
He was an ex-indenture,f Indian,and when he (the speaker) 
asked him why ha had coma there, that ha had gooa
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Sherg bo seek hia grave, the brave mao replied, " What 
does it matter ? I know what you are fighting for. You 
have nob to pay the £3 tax, but my fallow ex-indentured, 
Indians have bo pay that tax, and what more glorious 
death could I meet ?" He bad met bhat death in the gaol 
at Durban, No wonder if Passive Resistance had fired 
and quickened the eonsoienoa of South Africa !

Bub, proceeded Mr. Gandhi ha concurred with 
Mr. Danoaa in an article ha wrote some years ago, when 
he truly analysed the struggle, and said that behind that 
struggle for concrete rights lay the great spirit which 
asked for an ahatraot principle, and aha fight which was 
underbakes in 1906, although it was a fi^ht against a 
particular law, was a fight undertaken in order to combat 
the spirit that was seen about to overshadow the whole 
of South Africa, and to undermine the glorious British 
Constitution, of which the Chairman had spoken so 
loftily that evening, and about whioh he (the speaker) 
shared hia views. It was hia knowledge, right or wrong, 
of the British Constitution which bound him to the 
Empire, Tear that Constitution to shreds and hie loyalty 
also would ba torn to shreds. Keep bhat Constitution in­
tact, and they held him bound a slave to that Constitu­
tion. Ha had felt that the choice lay for himself and his 
fellow-countrymen between two courses, when this 
spirit was brooding over South Afrioa, either to sunder 
themselves from the British Constitution, or to fight in 
order that the ideals of that Constitution might be- pre­
served— but only 6ha ideals. Lord Ampthill had said, in 
a prefacer to Mr. Doke’a book, that the theory of the 
British Constitution must be preserved at any cost if the 
British Empire was to be saved from the mistakes that 
all the previous Empires had made. Practice might
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band to the temporary aberration through wbiob local 
ououmsfcanasft might compel them to pasa, it might bend 
before unreasoning or 'unreasonable prejudice, but the or.? 
onoa recognised could never be departed from, and this 
principle must bo maintained at any cost, And it waa 
that spirit, which had been acknowledged now by the 
Onion Government, and acknowledged bow nobly and 
loftily. The words that General Smuts bo often ern 
ohaaised still rang ia his ears. He had said, *’ Gandhi, 
this time we want no misunderstanding, we want no 
mental or other reservations, lab ail the cards be on ihb 
table, and I want you to bell mo wherever you think that 
a particular passage or word does not read in accordance 
with your own reading,” and it was so, That waa the 
spirit so which he approached the negotiations, Whan 
he remembered General Smuts of a few years ago, when 
be told Lord Crewe that South Africa, would not depart 
from iijs policy of racial distinction, that it was bound to 
retain that distinction, and that, therefore, the sting that 
lay in this Immigration Law would not be removed, 
many a friend, including Lord AmpthiU, asked whether 
they oould not for the time being suspend their activity,
He had said ■* No,” If they did that it would undermine 
bis loyalty, and even though he might bathe only person 
he would still fight on. Lord AmpbhiH had congratulat­
ed him, and that great nobleman had never deserted the 
cause even when it waa at its lowest abb, and they saw 
the result that day, They had not by any means bo con­
gratulate themselves on a victory gained, There was no 
question of a victory gained, but the question of the 
establishment of the principle that, Bo far aa the Union 
of South Africa at least waa concerned, its legislation 
would never contain the racial taint, would never contain
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# e  colour disability. The practice would certainly 
ba dilfereub. Thera was the Immigration Law, Xl re* 
cognised uo racial distinctions, hub so practice .they had 
arranged,, they had given a promise, that there should ha 
uo undue Julias fro to India as bo immigration. Thu 6 
wm  a concession ifo present prejudice. Whet,her if)
Wft» right or wrong wan nob lor him to discus;; then,
Bub iiti was she establishment of She principle which 
had oaada feha struggle so important) in the British 
Empire, ami the establishment of that principle which 
bad m^'ia those sufferings patfeobly justifiable and per­
fectly hoUoatabJe, and ha thought that, whan abay 
considered the struggle from that standpoint, it was a 
perfectly dignified thing for any gathering to con­
gratulate itself upon such a vindication of she principles 
ot She British Constitution, One word of caution he 
wished bo utter regarding the settlement. The settle- 
menb was honourable to both parties. He did not think 
there was any room left for misunderstanding, bub whilst- 
it was final in the sense that it closed the great struggle, 
it was nob final in the sense that it gave to Indians all 
that they were entitled bo. There was still the Gold Law 
wbiofa had many a sting in it. There was still the 
Licensing Law?- throughout the Union, which also oon- 
tftinad many a sting. There was still a matter which the 
Colonial boro Indians especially could not understand or 
appreciate, namely, the water-tight oompartmanfcs in 
which they had to five ; whilst there was absolutely fraa 
inter-oommunioabJOEi and inter-migration between the 
Provinces for Europeans, Indians had to ba cooped up in 
their respective Provinces, Then ihere was undue 
restraint on their trading activity. There was the 
prohibition as to bolding landed property in tbes
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Transvaal, which was degrading, and all these thiagfj 
book Indians into all kinds at umdasimbla channels. 
These reatriotians would have bo be removed. Bats for 
$hai, ha thought, sufficient patience would have to be 
exercised. Time was now at their disposal, and how 
wonderfully the tone had been changed ! And here ho 
bad been told in Capetown, and he believed it implicitly,, 
the spirit of Mr, Andrews had pervaded ail those states■ 
man and leading man whom he saw. He name and went 
away after a brief period, hut ha certainly fired those 
whom be saw with a sense of their duty to the Empire 
of which they were members. But, in any ease, to 
whatever circumstances that healthy tone was due, id had 
not esaapad him He had seen it amongst: European 
friends whom he met at Capetown ; ha bad seen it more 
fully in Durban, and this time it had been bis privilege 
to meet many Europeans who were perfect strangers 
avau on board the brain, who bad come smilingly 
forward to congratulate him on what they had called % 
great victory. Everywhere ha had notioad that healthy 
sons, He asked European friends to continue that 
activity, either through tha European Committee or 
through other channels, and to give his fellow-country- 
man their help and extend that fellow-feeling to them 
also, so that they might be able to work out their own 
salvation.

To his countrymen he would say that they should 
wait and nurae the settlement, which ha considered was 
RU that they oould possibly and reasonably have dxpaob- 
ed, and that they would now live to see, with the oo* 
operation of their European friend:?, that what was 
promised was fulfilled, that the administration of the 
existing laws was ia8*' aad ^at VR9t0̂  rights were
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TMpeofeod in the administration; that after they bad 
nursed thaea things, if they cultivated European public 
opinion, making it possible for the Government of the* 
day to grant a restoration of the other rights of which 
they had base deprived, ha did nob think fthati there need 
be any fear about the future. He thought that, with 
mutual oo-operation, with mutual good-will, with due 
response on the part of either party, the Indian 
community need ever be a source of weakness to that 
Government or to any Government, On the contrary 
he bad full faith hi his countrymen shat, if they were 
well-treated, they would always rise So the occasion and 
help the Government of the day. If they had insisted on 
their rights on many an occasion, he hoped that the Euro­
pean friends who ware there would remember that they 
bad also discharged the responsibilities which had faced 
them.

And now it was time for him to close his remarks 
and say a few words of farewell only, Ha did not know 
how he could express those words. The beet years of 
his Ufa had been passed in South Africa, IncH^ as his 
distinguished countryman. Mr. Gokhale, had reminded 
him, had become a strange land to him. South Africa, 
he knew, but not India. He did nob know what impelled 
him to go bo India, bub he did know that the parting 
from them all, the parting from the European friends 
who had helped him through thick and thin, was a heavy 
blow, and one he was least able to bear, yet he knew he 
had to part from them, He could only say farewell and 
ask them bo give him their blessing, to pray for them 
Chat their heads might nob be turned by the praise they 
had received, that they might still know how bo do their 
duty to the best of their ability, that they might still
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learn that fires, second, aud last should be feba approba- 
fcioo of their own oansoienoe, anti that then whatever 
might be due to them would follow in tbs own time.—  
From l'The Souvenir o f the Passive Resistance Movement 
in South A frica ,”

FAREWELL TO SOUTH AFRICA

Just before  leaving S outh  A fr ic a , Mr. Q an dh i 
handed to R eu ter ’s Agent a t C apetow n th e fo llow ing  
letter addressed  to the In d ia n  and E u rop ea n  public  
o f  South Afr i ca :  —

It I would like on the eve of my departure for India 
to say a few words to cay countrymen in South Africa,, 
and aLo to the European community. The kindness 
with whiob both European and Indian friend:* bays-! 
overwhelmed oaa sands me to India a debtor to them- It 
is a debt I shall endeavour to repay by rendering in India 
What eervioes I am capable of rendering there, and if in 
speaking about thelSouth African Indian question l am 
obliged to refer to fcha mjustioes which my countryman 
have received and may hereafter receive, I promise that 
I shall never wilfully exaggerate, and shall state the truth 
and nothing but the truth.

A word about the settlement,, and what it moans. In 
my humble opinion it is the Magna Oharta of our isoerfey 
in tbia land. I give it the historic name, not because it 

i gives ua rights which we have never enjoyed and whiah 
are in themselves new or striking, but because it has 
coma5 to us after eight years’ strenuous suffering, that has 
Involved the loss of material possessions and of preoioua



lives, I oall;it our Magna Qbarta because it marks a 
change in the policy of the »(3fov«irume»t towards a a and 
establishes oar right not only fto be consulted in matters 
affecting as, bah to have our reasonable wishes respected.
II .moreover confirms the theory of the British Constitu­
tion that there should ba no legal racial inequality be­
tween different aubjeots of the Grown, no matter how 
ranch practice may vary according to local ei ream stance.
Above ail the aatblement mayiwell ha called our Magna 
Charts, because it has vindicated Passive Resistance as 
a lawful clean weapon, and has given in Passive Resist­
ance a new strength to the oararaumiiy; and I consider it 
an infinitely superior force toj that of fell® vote, which
history shows has often been turned against 6h© V6t$|s 
themselves.

The settlement finally disposes of al! thQ points that 
ware the subjeot-naabterof'Passive Resiatanoe, and in do­
ing so it breathes thaSspî it of justice and fair play. If 
the same spirit guides the administration of the existing 
laws my country men will have comparative peace, and 
South Africa will hear little of Indian problem in an 
saute form,

Soma ofjmy countrymen have protested against it,
The number of theas profeestanfcs is numerically vary 
small and in influence not of great importance. They 
do not object to what has beers granted, but they abject 
that it is not enough,j It is impossible, therefore, to 
withhold sympathy from them, I have had an oppor­
tunity of apeafclng to them, and I have endeavoured to 
show to them thiu if we had asked for anything more It 
would bsra beenja breach of submission made on behalf 
of the British Indiana in a letter addressed to the Govern 
naenb by Mr, Caobalk daring the latter part of last year

FAREWELL TO SOUTH AFRICA l O a S L  .
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'̂-'T\r.u1 we should haw© laid ourselves open to the charge of t 
making caw domed©.

But I have aleo assured them that the prat©lit ©St* 
Element does not preclude sham from agibatlon {as has 
been made oleai: to toy latter to She Secretary of the 
Interior of the 16th ultimo) fori the removal of other 
disabilities which She community will still suffer from 
under the Gold Law, the Townships Act, the Law 3 at 
1885 of the Transvaal and the Trade Idcbi'.osa Laws of ' 
Natal and the Cape, Tha; promise mads by General Smuts 
to administer the existing law justly and with due regard 
fee vested rights givee the community breathing time, but 
these JUwa are in themselves defective, and can be, as 
they have bean, turnedjiutiG engines of oppression and 
instruments by indirect mean,© to drive the resident 
Indian population from South Africa- Tbs concession to 
popular prejudice in that wa have reconciled ourselves to 
the almost total prohibition by administrative methods 
of|a fresh influx of Indian immigrants, and to tba depriva­
tion of all political power, is* in my opinion, the utmost 
that oouid he reasonably expected from us, These two 
things being assured, I venture to submit Shat wefare 
entitled fea fall rights of trade, inter- provincial migration, 
and ownership of landed property being restored in the 
nob distant futura, I leave South Africa in the hope that 
the healthy tone that pervades the European community 
in South Africa to-day will continue, and that it will 
enable Europeans to recognise the inhacaab justice of our 
submission, To m y  countrymen I have at various meet­
ings that I have addressed during the past fortnight 
aLended’ iu several cases by thousands, said, "Nurse tba 
settlement; eae bo it that the promises made are being 
carried out. Attend to development and progress from



(St
FAREW.BLL TO SOOTH AFRICA l O S J i ^

within, Jealously remove all causes whiofa wa may 
have given for ihe rise and growth of anti-Indian preju­
dice or agitation, and patiently cultivate and inform 
European opinion so as to enable the Government of fcba 
day and legislature to restore to ns our rights.”  It is by 
mutual co-operation and good wilt that the solution of bba 
balance of the pressing disabilities which were not made 
points for Passive Resistance may be obtained in the 
natural course, and without trouble or agitation in an 
acuta form.

The presence of a Urges indentured and ex-indentur­
ed .Indian population in Natal is % grave problem, 
Compulsory repatriation is a physical and political 
impossibility, voluntary repatriation by way of granting 
free passages and similar inducements will not— as my 
experience teaches me— be availed of to any appreciable 
extent. The only real and affective remedy for tho great 
State to adopt is to face responsibility fairly and 
squarely, to do away with the remnant of the system of 
indenture, and to level up this part of the population and 
make use of it for the general welfare of the Union,
Men and woman who nan effectively strike in large 
bodies, who asm for a common purpose suffer untold 
hardships, who can, undisciplined though they are, be 
martyrs for days without police supervision and yet 
avoid doing any damage to property or person, and who 
can in times of need serve their King faithfully and 
capably, as the ambulanoa corps raised at the time of the 
late war (and which had among other classes of Indians 
nearly 1,500 indentured Indians) bore witness, are 
surely people who will, if given ordinary opportunities in 
life, form an honourable part of any nation.
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: If any class of persons have apeoiai claim to be
edDBidaired, it is these indentured Indians and their 
children, lb whom South Afrioa has become either a land 
of adoption or of birth, They did not enter the Union 
m  ordinary free immigrant, but they earns often invita­
tion, and fh|eed even after much coaxing, by agenfer* of 
South Afrioan employers of this class of labour. In this 
leister I have endeavoured as accurately, and as fairly a».
«e in nay power to set forth the Indian situation, and the 
extraordinary courtesy, kindness and sympathy that 
have been shown to me during the past month by so 
many European friends, The frankness and geaaroaity 
with which General Smuts, in the interview, that he was 
pleased to grant ms, approached the questions at issue, 
and the importance that so many distinguished marabara 
of both Houses of Parliament attached to the Imperial 
aspect of the problem, give me ample reason for believ­
ing that ray countryman who have m a d e  South Africa 
their homes will receive a fairly full measure of justice 
and will be ami,bled to remain in the Union with self • 
respect and dignity,

Finally, In hiddrag good-bye to South Africa, I  
would like to apologise to so many friends on whom I 
have not been able, through extreme pressure of work, 
to call personally. I once more state that though I have 
received many a hard knock in my long stay i n  this 
country, it has been my good fortune to receive much, 
personal kindness and consideration from hundreds of 
European friends, well-wishers and sympathisers* I 
bays formed the closest friendships, which will last 
for aver, for this reason and for many similar reasons, 
which I would love to reduce to writing but for fear of 
trespassing unduly open the courtesy of the press. This

(fl "® 6 )s ' THE SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN QUESTION \ f l j



(t( 2  )°j) RBOBPTfON IN ENGLAND

^'M^oontioeut baa become fee me » sacred and dear 
land, nerij only to cay motherland, I leave the ahorse of 
South Africa with a heavy heart, and the 'distance that 
will now separate me from Booth Africa will but draw 
mo closer So is, and ibe welfare will always be a matter 
of great concern, and the love  bestowed upon me by any 
countrymen and the generous forbearance and kindness- 
extended to me by feha Europeans will ever remain a 
most cherished urea :m re in my memory.

wnr ‘ii "mm ""̂ nii*

R E C E P T IO N  IN  E N G L A N D

Mr, and Mrs, 0  and hi left South Africa for London 
in July, 1914. On their arrival in England they were 
welcomed at a great gathering of British and Indi an 
friends and admirers at the Hotel Cecil, on August 8, 
Letters of apology were received from the Prime Minis ter, 

the Marquis of Crews, Earl Roberts, Lords Gladstone, 
CurZont Laming ton, Amp thill, Harris, the Hon, Mr, 
Gokhak, Mr, Hardourt, Mr, Keir Bardie and Mr, Ramsay 
Macdonald. The Reception was arranged by the Hon. 
Mr. Bhupendranafh Basil, the St. Hon. Mr. Ameer AU 
and others who spoke on the occasion.

Mr. Gandhi, in resuming thanks, referred to tbs 
great crisis which at the moment overshadowed the 
world, EL> hoped bia young fneoda would ‘ think 
Imperially ” in tba best sense of the word, and do their 
duty, With regard to affairs in Sooth Africa, Mr,. 
Gandhi paid a nobie tribute bo Lhcs devotion of bia 
followers. It was bo She rank and file that their victory 
waedue, Tboae who had aufiered and died in the atrug-
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gle were the real heroes. * 11 Mr- Gandhi regarded the 
settlement as the Magna Charts of the South AMoa 
British Indiana, not bsaause of the substance but'be- 
eauaa of the spirit which brought it about. There had

• been a change in the attitude of the people of Sooth
• Africa and tba settlement had bean sealed by the suffer­
ings of the Indian community, It had proved that if 
Indiana were in earnest they were irresistible, Thera 
had been no compromise io principles. Some grievance! 
remained unredressed but these ware capable of adjust­
ment by pressure from Downing Street, Simla, and from 
South Afrioa itself. The future rested with themselves.
If they proved worthy of better conditions, they would 
get them.

LETTER TO LORD C REW E

The fo llo w in g  letter da ted  the 14 th  August, 1914 , 
signed  by  M r, and  M rs, G andhi, M rs. S a ro jin i N aidu , 
M a jo r  N . P. S inha , D r. J iv ra j N . M ehta  and some f i f ty  
oth er  Indians, w as sent to the U n d er-S ecreta ry  o f State  
f o r  I n d ia : —

I® was thought desirable by many of us that daring 
the orissH that has overtaken the Empire and whilst 
many Englishmen, leaving their ordinary vocations in 
life, are responding to the Imperial call, those Indians 
who are residing in the United Kingdom and who can at 
all do so should place themselves unconditionally at She 
disposal of the Authorities,

With a view of ascertaining the feeling of the 
resident Indian population, the undersigned sent out a 
circular latter to as many Indians in the United King-



dom aa could be approached during the thirty-eight 
hoar? that the organisers gave themselves. The res­
ponse has been generous and prompt, in the opinion 
of the under-signed representatives of His Majesty’s 
subjects from the Indian Empire at present residing in 
the different parts of the United Kingdom.

On behalf of ourselves and those whose names 
appear on the list appended hereto, we beg to offer our 
services to the authorities. We venture to trust that 
the Right Hon'hie the Marquess of Orewe will approve 
of our offer and secure its acceptance by the proper 
authority, We would respectfully emphasise the fact 
that the one dominant idea guiding ua is that of render­
ing such humble assistance as we may be considered 
capable of performing* as an earnest of our desire to share 
the responsibilities of membership of this great Empire-, 
if we would share ifca privileges,

FAREWELL TO ENGLAND
When England joined the war Mr, Gandhi organised 

the Indian Field Ambulance Corps with the help of lead» 
ing Indians in England, notably H. II, the Aga Khan.
Soon after Mr, Gandhi fell ill and he teas nursed bach to 
health by the^kindness of Mr, and Mrs. Roberts. Mr, and 
Mrs, Gandhi were again entertained at a Farewell Re­
ception at the Westminster Palace Motel, prior to their 
departure for India. Among those who took part in the 
function were Sir Henry Cotton, Mr. Charles Roberts,
Sir K, G. Gupta, A letter of apology was read from Sir 
William Wedderburn. Mr. Gandhi said in the course of 
his reply -

Hia wife and himself ware returning fca the mother­
land with their work unaccomplished and with broken

•' ^  ) f /  FAME WEI* TO ENGLAND 109 d S  I  j
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health, hut ha wished nevertheless So use the language of 
hope *  *  Ha had himself pleaded hard with .Mr. Roberta 
that some place should btt found for him ; bat his health 
had not permitted and the doctors had bean obdurate. 
Ho had not resigned -from the corps. If in bis own 
motherland he should be restored to strength, and hosti­
lities were still continuing, he intended to come hack, 
directly the summons reached him. (Cheers) Aa for 
his work in South Africa, they had been purely a matter 
of duty and carried no merit with them and his only as­
piration on his return to hi a motherland was to do his 
duty as ho found it day by day Ha had bean practically 
an exile for 25 years and his friend and master, Mr. 
Gokhate, had warned him not to speak of Indian questions 
as India was a foreign land to him. (Laughter,) Bab the 
India of his imagination was an India unrivalled in the 
world, an India where the most spiritual treasures ware 
to ba found: and it was his dream and hope that the con­
nection between India and England might ba a source 
of spiritual comfort and uplifting to the whole world,

RECEPTION IN BOMBAY

Mr. and Mrs, Gandhi arrived at Bombay on the 9ih 
January, 1926, They were entertained an arrival a la  
great public reception over which Sir Pheromhah Mehta 
presided, ’Replying to the toast Mr. Gandhi said in the 

> course of his speech :—
In what he had done, be had done nothing beyond 

his duty and it remained do ba seen how far ba had suo- 
needed in doing his duty. That was not a mere lip



(S tHKCHPIKLN in  BOMBAY U O L

expression but he asked them to j&elieve smoerely that 
these were his feelings.

They had also honoured Mrs, Gandhi as the wife of 
the great Gandhi. He had do knowledge of the great 
Gandhi bub he could say bhab she could bel! them more 
aboub the sufferings of women who rushed with babies bo 
bhe jail and who had now joined bhe majority, than ha 
could,

In conclusion, Mr, Gandhi appealed bo them bo aoaapi 
the services of himself and his wife, for he said they had 
come to render such service as God would enable them bo 
do so. They bad hob. coma bo raoaiva big entertainments 
like that because they did nob thick they were worthy of 
such presents, Ha felt they would only spoil them if ever 
by such action a thought crossed their minds that they 
had done something to deserve such a big tamasha made 
in their honour, He, however, thanked them pc behalf 
of his wife and himself most sincerely for the great honour 
done bo them that afternoon and he hoped to receive tha 
whole country in their endeavour bo serve the Motherland. 
Hitherto, he said, they had known nothing of his failures.
All the news that they had received related to hia successes.
Hera they would now Bee them in tha naked light, and 
would see their faults, and anticipating such faults sad 
failures, he asked them to overlook them, and with that 
appeal, he said, they as bumble servants would commence 
the service of thoir country,

' Goi x  ' ' ■ ■ ,
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RECEPTION IN MADRAS C I X j

In reply to the Welcome Address read by Mr. G. A. 
Natesan on behalf of the Indian South African League, at 
a meeting at the Victoria Public Hall, Madras, on the 21st 
April, 1915, with Dr. Sir Subramania Iyer in the Chair, 
Mr, Qdndhi said :—

Mr, Chairman and Friends,—Oa bahalf of my wife 
and myealf I am deeply grateful for the great honour that 
you here iu Madras, and, may I say, this Presidenoy, have 
dona to us and the affeotion that has been lavished upon 
Us in this great and enlightened—nob benighted— 
Presidenoy.

If there is anything that wa have deserved, as has 
bean abated in this beautiful address, I can only say I lay 
ib at the feet ol nay Master under whose inspiration I have 
been working all this time under exile in South Afrioa. 
(Hear, hear). In 30 far as the sentiments expressed in this 
address are merely prophebio, Sir, I aooept them as a bles­
sing and as a prayer from you aud from this great meeting 
that both my wife and I mysali may possess tho power, tbs 
inclination, and the life bo dedicate whatever we may de­
velop in this saored land ol ours to the service of the 
Motherland. (Cheers). It is no wonder that we have come 
to Madras. As my friend, Mr. Natesan, will perhaps ball 
you, we have been overdue and wa have neglected Madras. 
But wa have done nothing of the kind. Wa know that 
wa had a oorner in your hearts and we knew that you 
will nob misjudge us if we did nob hasten to Madras 
before going bo the other presidencies and to other 
towns. * * * * Bub, Sir, if one-tenth of the
language that has been used in this address is deserved 
by us, what language do you propose to use for those who
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h*»«f lost fchcir lives, and therefore finished their work on 
behalf of your Buffering countryman in South Africa ?
What language do you propose to use for Nagappan and 
Nsrayanssawmy, lade of seventeen or eighteen years, 
who braved in simple faith nil the trials, all the Buffer­
ings, aod all the indignities for the sake of the honour of 
the Motherland {Cheers.) What language do you propose 
to nee with reference to ValHarnma, that sweet girl 
ef seventeen years who was discharged from Maribzburg 
prison, akin and bone suffering from fever to which ahs 
snooumbed after about a month’s time (Cries o f shame).

It was the Madrasais who of all the Indians were 
singled out by the great Divinity that rules over us for 
this great work. Do you know that in the great city of 
Johannesburg, the Madrasis look on a Madrassi as dis­
honoured if he has nob passed through the jails onoo or 
twice during this terrible crisis that your oountrymen in 
South Africa went through during these eight long years ?
You have said that I inspired these great men and 
women, but I cannot accept that proposition. It was 
they, the simple-minded folk, who worked away in faith, 
never expecting the slightest reward, who inspired me, 
who kept me to the proper level, and who inspired me by 
their great sacrifice, by their great faith, by their great 
trust iu the great God, to do the work that I was able bo 
do. (Ohears.) It is my misfortune that my wife and I 
have been obliged bo work in the linaa-light, and you 
have magnified out of all proportion (cries o f  ‘No ? no V ) 
this little work we have been able to do. Believe me, 
my dear friends, that if you consider, whether in India or 
in South Africa, it is possible for us, poor mortals—the 
same individuals, the B&me stuff of whiob you are
made— if you consider that it is possible for us to do 

8
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anything whatsoever without your aasisbauae and with­
out your doing toe same thing that we would ba prepared 
to do, you are lost, and we are also lost, and our services 
will ba in vain, I do nob for one moment believe ttaa!) 
the inspiration was given by us. The inspiration was 
given by them to us* and wa were able to be interpreters 
between the powers who called themselves the Governors 
and those man for whom redress was so necessary. Wa 
ware simply links between those two parties and nothing 
mare, It vsas my duty, having received the education 
that jytts given to ms by my parents to interprets what 
was going on in our midsa to those simple folk, and they 
roaa bo the occasion, They realised the might of religious 
force, and it was they who inspired us, and lab them who 
have finished their work, and who have died for you and 
oae, lab them inspire you and us. We are still living au I 
who knows whether one devil will not possess us 
to-morrow and wa shall not forsake the post of duty 
before any aaw danger that may fatso us- -Bub these 
throe have gone for aver,

An old man of 75 from she United Provinces, 
Karbari Singh, has also joined the majority and died iu 
jail in South Africa ; and he deserved the crown that you 
would seek to impose upon us. These young men deserve 
all the adjectives bhab you have so affectionately, but 
blindly lavished upon us, It was not only the FJindua 
who struggled, but there ware Mabomedana, Persia and 
Christians, and almost every p$rbof India was represented 
in the struggle. They realised the common dftugor, and 
they realised also what their destiny was ae Indians, and 
it was they, and they alone, who taatohed tbu soul-foreea j 
against the physical forces. [Loud applause.)

. . * a ,... ..................- i



At the General Meeting of the Indian South African 
League, held at the premises of Messrs G, A. Natesan &
Go., Madras, on Friday, May 7, 1915, with Demon Baha­
dur M. Audinamyana Iyah in the Chair, Mr, G.A. Natesan, 
one of the Joint Secretaries, presented a statement of 
accounts of the League and wound up by urging that the 
balance of the League’s Fund might be handed over to 
Mr. Gandhi who had undertaken to look after the interests 

■ of the South Africa returned Indians and their dependents,
The Resolution was unanimously passed. Mr. Gandhi in 
the course of his reply made a brief statement and said* —

The passive resistance struggle started with the Asia­
tic struggle in the Transvaal in 1906. As it went on 
stage after stage, it, owing to the exigencies of the oaae 
and as a matter of course, expanded and embraced the 
following further points, v is ,, (1) the removal of racial 
disability 'in the Immigration Legislation of she Union of 
South Africa; (2) the restoration of the status of Indian 
wives whether married in aooordanoe with Hindu or 
M&homedan religious rites as it ctrgmaiiy existed before 
what was known in South Africa as theSearle Judgment;
(3) repeal of the annual £3 tax which was payable by 
every ex-indentured Indian, his wife and bis children— 
mala and female--males after reaching 16 years, females 
after reaching 19, if they decided to settle in the province 
of Natal as freemen ; (4) just administration at existing 
&ws specially affecting British Indians with due regard 

50 vested right-. All these points were completely gained 
under the settlement of last year, and they have been 
embodied so far as legislation was necessary in what was 
known b,b tbe Indian Belief Act and otherwise in the car-

(ft):*) §l
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roRpondanoa that book place between Genera! Smuts and 
himself immediately alter the passing of the Aot referred 
to. Such being the case and as the Indian South African 
League was formed solely for the .purpose of assisting the 
struggle is oould well dissolve itself. Mr. Gandhi refer- 
rad also to the administration of the funds that were sent 
to him front India and other parte of the Empire. He 
said that, at every stage of the struggle, ft complete state­
ment of income and expenditure was published.

Mr- Gandhi then informed the meeting that there 
were nearly 30 passive resistors including their families 
in India who were to be supported, Tnese included the 
widows and children of the two men who were shot in 
the course of the struggle, He, therefore, suggested that 
the small balance which was still with the Indian South 
African League might well be devoted to their assistance.
Mr. Gandhi desired bo take the opportunity to express 
the thank« of bhe South African Indians for the great 
and valuable assistance it bad rendered to them during 
the most critical times of the struggle. Ha was nob 
going bo mention any names, but he felb ib his duty to 
aonvey in person as the interpreter of the wishes of 
many Transvaal deportees, who were in Madras in 

, 1909, of bheir heartfelt thanks bo Mr. Katesan for the
devotion which he displayed in looking after their interest 
during tbeir eSiie in India- He was glad he was able to 
convey in person his grateful thanks bo the chairman 
and the members of the League for the moral and 
material support they had tendered to their cause.

............... "7 .................. .......  ^
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ADVICE TO SOUTH AFRICAN INDIANS

In spite of his multifarious activities in India, Mr,
Gandhi seldom forgot the scene of his early labours, His 
South African friends and fellow-workers are always dear 
to Mm, In a communication to the Indian Opinion he 
wrote >tnder date 15th December, 1917 :■ —

When I iefb South Africa, I bad fully intended to 
write to nay Indian English friends there from time to 
time, bus I found my lot in India to be quite different 
from what I bad expected it to be. I bad hoped to be 
able to have comparative paaoe and leisure but I have 
been irresistibly drawn into many activities. I hardly 
©ope with them and local daily correspondence. Half 
of my time is passed in the Indian trains. My South 
African friends will, I hope, forgive me for my apparent 
neglect of them. Ireb me assure them that nob a day has 
passed bub I have thought of them and their kindness.
South African associations can never be effaced from my 
memory.

You will not now be surprised when I Sell you that 
it was only to-day that t learnt from Indian Opinion to 
hand about the disastrous floods. Daring nay travels I 
rarely read newspapers aod I have time merely bo glance 
ab them whilst X am nob travailing. I write this to 
tender my sympathy to the sufferers. My imagination 
enables me to draw a true picture of their sufferings,
They make one thing of Clod and His might and the utter 
evanescence of this life. They ought to beach ua ever to 
seek His protection and never to fail in the daily duty 
before us. In the divine account-books only our actions 
are noted, not what we have read or what we have 
spoken. These and similar reflections fill my soul for
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the moment and I wish to share them with the sufferers.
The deep poverty that I experience in fch’.s country deters 
prse even from thinking of financial ftaaietaeos to bo sent 
for those vybo have been rendered homeless. Even one 
pis in this country oounta. I am at this vary moment 
Living in the midst of thousands who have nothing but 
roasted pulse or grain flour mixed with water and salt 
We here, therefore, can only send the sufferers an assur­
ance of our heartfelt grief,

I hops that a determined movement will be wet on 
foot to render illegal residence on flats exposed to visita­
tions of death-dealing floods, The poor will, if they oan, 
inhabit even such sites regardless of consequences. It is 
for the enlightened persons to make it impossible for 
them bo do so,

The issues of Indian Opinion that acquainted ou- 
with the destruction caused by the floods gave me also- 
the ead news of Mr. Abdul Ganie’s death, Please con­
vey my respeotful condolences to the members of our 
friend’s family. Mr. Abdul Game's services to commu­
nity can never be forgotten. His sobriety vif judgment 
and never-failing courtesy would have done credit to 
anybody. Ois wise handling of public questions was a- 
demonstration of the fact that services to one a country 
could be efficiently rendered without a knowledge of 
English or modern training.

1 note, too, that our people in South Africa are tip! 
yet free from difficulties about trade licences and leaving 
certificates. My Indian experience has confirmed :' 0{j! 
opinion that there is no remedy like passive resistance 
against such evils. The community has to exhaust 
milder remedies but I hope that it will not allow the- 
gword of passive resistance to get rusty, h  is our duty
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. u L jvyhilsb the terrible war lists to be satisfied with petitions*, 
eto, for the desired relief bat I think the Govern orient 
should know that the community will not rest unbiS the 
questions above mentioned are satisfactorily solved, It *9 
bub right fchai t should >l*a warn the community against 
dangers from within. I hear from those who return 
from South Africa that we are by no means free of those 
■who are engaged in iliioib traffic. Wo who seek 'justice 
must be above suspicion, and I hope that our leaders 
will uot rest till they have purged the community of 
internal defects.

BAIL WAY RESTRICTIONS IN TRANSVAAL

Writing to the *' Times of India " on June 3, 1918,
Mr. Gandhi drew attention to the fresh disabilities 
imposed on Indians by the Union Government by the 
introduction of the. railway travelling restrictions,
Mr, Gandhi, while deploring the existing colour prejudices 
felt bound to protest against the attempt of the Union 
Government to give legal recognition to the anti-colour 
campaign. We omit the long extracts from the „ Indian 
Opinion" and give the text of Mr. Gandhis letter:—

SlR,—I offer no apology for seeking the hospitality 
of your oolumos for the enclosed extracts from Indian 
Opinion. They deal with the well being of over two lakhs 
of emigrants from India. Mr, Ahmad Mahomed Oaohalia* 
the esteemed president of the British Indian Association 
of Johannesburg, has sent from that place the following 
cablegram regarding cne of the matters referred to in the 
extracts :■—



‘Hass UMtiog filth strongly protested section nineteen, railway 
regulations. Resolved oabk supporters India. Regulations impose 
statutory color-bar in regard to issue oi tickets, placing in and 
removing from oompartmeute, occupation of places on station 
platforms, empowers minor officials remove without assigning 
reason, Please make suitable representations appropriate quarters, 
Community unanimous assart rights unless relief sought granted.’

Mr. Oaohalia was one of the staunchest workers? 
during fcha Passive JRaaisfcanca campaign that raged for 
sight years iu South Africa, During that campaign ha 
reduced himself bo poverty and aooapted imprison men Is 
for the sake of India's honour, One can, therefore, easily 
understand what is meant by the words ‘ community 
Unanimous assert right unless relief sought, granted,'

It is nob a threat. It is the burning ory of distress 
felt by a community whose self-respect has been injured.

It is evident that the white people of South Africa 
bairn nqb beau visibly impressed by feha war which is 
claimed to ba waged for tba protection of the rights of 
weaker or minor nationalities. Their prejudice against 
colour ia not reatraiuadl even by tha faot that local Indians 
have raised a voluutear bearer corps which is gallantly 
serving iu East Africa with tba oolumo that was taken 
to East Africa by General Smuts.

The problem is difficult, it is complex* Prejudices 
cannot be removed by legislation. They will yield only 
bo pafeiaut toil and education. But what of bha Union 
Government? It is now feeding the prejudice by 
legalising it. Indians would have been content, if 
bbe popular prejudice bad been left to work itself oub, 
oary being taken to guard against violanoe on either side, 
ludiaus of South Africa could not complain even against 
a boycott on the part of the whites, It is there already. 
In social life they are completely ostracised. They feel 
the ostracism, bub they silently bear it, But the situ®*

AV,||J ||,Q THE SOUTH AFBIOAH INDIAN QUESTION |
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;iien alter# when Itoa (loveriSiaSanfi steps in and give# legal 
recognition to the Anti-Colour Campaign. It ia impos­
sible for tha Indian settlers to Submit to an insulting 

''restraint upon their movements They will not allow 
booking oleiks bo decide ae to whether they era becom­
ingly dressed. They* cannot allow a 'platform-inspector 
to resteiot-thern to a reserved part of a platform. They 
will not, as tf they ware ticket of-leave mao, produce 

‘ Itheir certificates in order bo secure railway tickets.
Tha pendency of bbo war cannot be used as an 

effective shield to cover fresh wrongs and insults. The 
■plucky oustodians of India's honour are dcing their share 
in South Africa. We here are bound to help them. 
Meetings throughout India should inform the white 
inhabitants of South Africa that India resents their 
treatment of her eons. Tney should call upon the 
-Government of India and the Imperial Government to 
secure effective profiotioa for our countrymen in South 
Africa. I hope that Englishmen in India will not be 
behind hand ia lauding their valuable support to the 
movement to redress the wrong. Mr. Caobalia's cable is 
silent on the grievance disclosed in the second batch of 
extracts. It is not less serious. In ita effeobi ib is far 
more deadly. But she community ia hoping to right the 
wrong by an appeal to the highest legal tribunal in the 
Union. Bub really the question is above that tribunal.
Ijet me stats ib in a sentence. A reactionary Attorney- 
General has obtained a ruling from tta® Natal Supremo 
Court to t.ho effect bhab subjects of 1 native states ' are 
aiiaDS and not British subjects and are, therefore, not 
entitled to its protection so far as appeals under a parti­
cular filiation of the Immigrants Restriction Act are 
aoucerned. Thus h the loaal courts’ ruling is correct,
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