THE BOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN QUESZION (S‘L

~ bbougands ol Indians sebtled in Soabh CAfrien will be

~ deprived of tha geourity of residencs in South Afrioa for

" whivh they fought for eight years #nd _w-hinh- they

shought they had won, Ab leash a quarter of the Indian

: _' wobblers of South Afriea are subjocts of the Baroda snd

' the Kathiawar states. If any law considers them as
aliens. aurely it hag to be altered, It is an ineuls to the
ababes and bheir subjeats to breat the latter ne aliens.

INDIANS IIE?OUTH AFRICA

In 1919 the Transvaal legislature passed laws res=
irioting the them Indian traders and their successors to
partioular Townships, The disabilities of Indion traders

mubtiplied and became the subject of an acute agitation
and threatened to revive passive resisiance, On receipt
of a cable early in August, 1919, from the British
Indian dssociation. Natal, My, Gandhi wrote as follows
in the Indian Review i—

I have juat received the following cablegram from
Me, Ihrahioa Ismail Aswas, Chairman of tha British
Indian Assooiation, Johannesburg :

Rkt . Bill assented 33ed June, promulgated 3¢d instsnb,  Reakeiots
companies acquiring further fixed properties and holding bonds
a8 prior to company law, Re-affirms CGold and Townships Acts
operating on new liceusees alter 1st May and restrioking present
traders and sucoessors so parkicular sownships, Deputation waiting
g Wxoellancy urging withhold agsent on grouna olass legislation,
Government promiged another commission during recess inveabis
gate Iundian gquestion theonghout Union A8 congession ko the
detractors in Parliament, Fear further resbrickive leginlation.
Community request you appeal Viceroy propose Royal Commission,
India represensing Unioh loeal Indian interests, Uonvened Union
Indian Oonference 4th August,great siocess, Dacided united ackion.
Many of the assooiation pledged resist any vosk.— Anwat."



S The oablegram besrs ous what I have said in my
\ letter to Sir George Barnes® and what [ gaid st the
recent meoting ab Pooun.  The restriovions are elear—I,
No further holdiog of landed properiy in the Travevaal ;
8. No new trade licences within the aréa affested by the-

@ [
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Gold Law aod she Townships Acbi 3 the present.

bolders and their suocgessors in bitle to be resiticied as.
ko trade to the townships in whiok they are now

irading,

A [ have already remarked, this means virtual ruizn .
‘of vhe Tndian setslers in the Transvansl, Their ounly

meaug of livelihood to the largest number is trade, apd)
the largest number oi ladisos is to be found probably
within the gold area. Il thao Auh stends, they mmuost die

out in the natural course,

* Inthe course of the corvespondence between My, Gaﬂdhi.

and Sir George Barnes, My, Gandhi wrofe i~ - .
D> you know that the Indians of Bouth Africa raised an arn by

lance corpe which served under Genoral Bmuts in South Africa lg.
this vew law to be their reward? I ought not lo bring in war:

services in order to secure the protection of an elementary cight
which considerations alike of bonour and justice ensitle tbem ‘to,
I pommend to your sttention the report of the Belect Commaitise of
the Union Houge of Assembly. - Wi

Thae Union Gaovernment, unmindfal of their trust and e.qrial'ly'

unmindful of their written word, accepted the arnendment  prohi.

biting the holding of mortgages by the Agiatios on property except
a8 gpourity for bona fide loan or investment and providing that any
Asiatio Ooropany which acquired fixed property after the 186 insiant
should dispose of the same within two yearg or a further period se
fixed by a competent Court with a rider that in the event of failure
to do go the property mighs ba sold by an order of the Oourt.’' I
am quosing from Reuter's cable dated 28ed May from Ospetowu,
You will see this completes legalised confisoation of ptopett-g’fngh §s
throughout the Transvaal and virsually the trade rights within tha
gold area of the Indian settlors. There was no evagion of Liaw 2 of
1885, Indians did openly what ths law permitted them t3 @o) wod:
they should ba left fres todo go. I do mot wish (o proloug this taik

of agony, The Government of India are bound o protect the 'ﬁghtﬁ-_._, A

. of the 5,000 Todian mektlers in the Transvasl at sny cost.
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Io the cablegram the word ‘assent’ conurs twice. Ib
‘9aye the Bill has been assented to' and it refers to &
daputation that is to wait on E, I, the Governor- Gener-
al of Bouth Afriosn requesting him to withbold assent.
“Phe second use of tha word 'assent’ refera probably to a
_olause in the Liatters Patent providing for the vetoing of :
olase logislation, The clause ie undouhtedly to be used
uoder exceptional ciroumstances, No owe oan deny thab
the Asiatics Aot consbitutes a very ezcepbional oirecuna-
. stanoe warranting the ezeraise of the Royal vato.

The mosh inaportant part of the oablegram, however,
ia the fagy that the eommisgion promised by tha
‘Union Government is to ba appointed as & ' con-
_cession” to ‘‘the detractors’ of Indians in the Union
Parliamens. Unless, therefore, the Government of India
take care, there is every likeliheod of the oommiseion,
like the committee of the South Alrican Assembly
proviog to the British Iadians a ourse, ingtead of
a blagsing. = Is is, therefore, not aonatural that the
‘British Indian Assosiation urges that H. E- the Viceroy
should propoze a Royal Commission upon which both the
Union and the Indian intaresta are reprosented.
Nothirg can be (airer than the proposal made by Mr.
Aswat. I savy so, because a8 & mabter of right no eom-
_mission is really needed to decide that Indian setblers
are antitlad to trada in South Alriea where thay like and
‘hold landed property on the same terms as the Eurnpean
sattlers, This is the minimum they can claim, Bub
under the oomplex consbitution of this great Hmpire,
“justice is and hsa often to ba done in & round-abount
mannar. A wise oaptain, iostead of sailing agained
‘a head-wind, tacks snd yeb reaches his destination
sooner than he otharwise would have. Even so, Mr. Aswat



ek s :

wisely accepis the prineiple of & commission on a .
matter that is self -evident, but equally wisely wants a -

. commigsion that would nob prove abortive and that will.
dare to tell the ruling race in South Afriea that, as mem-
bers in an Eapire which has more ooioured people than .
white, they may nob treat their Indian fellow-subjeats
a8 helots. Whether thae ‘above proposal is accepted or
gonde other iz adopted by the Imperial Government, it .
must be made olear to them that publie opinion in India
will nof tolerate oonfiscation of the primary rights of-
the British Indiaun setbtlers in South Africa,

INDIAN RIGHTS IN THE TRANSVAAL

From time to time trouble vose in Transvaal belween
the trading people among European colonists and Indians.
A poliey of squeezing ocut the Indian petty irader was
prevalent throughout the colony. A correspondent of the
Times of India wrote to its columns in August 18, 19189,
that South Africa cannot be run economically with the
Indian in it and the white people cannot be expected
to commit race suicide, Sirangely enough even the
Smutts-Gandhi agisement was pressed into issue.  Mr.
Gandhi wrode to "' The Times of India” :—

No possible exoeption can ba taken to the impsrtial
manner in which your South African correspondent hss
given a sumwmary of the Indian position in the Trans.
vaal in your issue of the 18th ivstant, He has put as
fairly asit was possible for h:m bo do, both sides of the.
gueslion. :
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A It ia not the additions] ‘brown burden an tha top of
' the black one' which agitate ‘she Huropean Coloniate in
~ Bouth Afrios,’ but "the crux of the whole queshion | P

a8 your correspondent puts if, "that South Afrioa oannas
‘he run economically with the Indian in it, and the white
poople who have mada the country, oannob be ei'pautéd '

o sommit taca snioide.”’  Thia is nob the problsm that
_prasents itaelf bo the Boer living on the Veldb 4o whom
the Indian trader is a blessing nor o the Huropazn
“housewils in the big towns of the Transvaal who des
pende solely upen the Indian vogabable vendor for the
yegetables brought to ber door. DBub the problem pre-

' ganta itgelf in the manner put by vour aorraspondent bo
the petty Puropean trader who finde in the thrifty and

rssoursefal Indian a farmidable rival, and with his vohe
whish ocounta a greal deal and with his inflluengess a

membar of the ruling racs ha hag gncaeeded in makiog
his own, economio problam a race problem (for Soubh
Afrioa, " In reality the problem is whebher the pobby
trader for his selfish eod is bo be allawed to overrida
'eﬁary sonsidaration of justioe, fair play, imperial polioy
atd all that goes to maka a nadion good and greab.

In snpp'orb of the gradual bub csrbain squeezing ouh
prooess, what has bean oalled the Spauts: Gandhi agree-
ment has beon preased into sarvice. Now thab agreement
is embodied in bwo lebbers and two only of the 30th
Juue, 1914 : the first one addresaed to me on bshalf of

“Ganeral Qmute by Mr, Gorges, Sasorebary lor tha Tu.
terior, and the second my aoknowledgment of it bearing
{lie same date, The agreament, as the lettars oeonelu-

-gively ghow, i3 an agreement on queabions which were the
subjeoh of sivil-—in the correapondencs desorihed aa pass

.give—resistance. The gebtlament stipuiates only foran
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exteuaian—-na?ar a raatrintionﬂ—-a! exmtmg rtghhs. and
a8 it wag intended only bo cover questions avising oub
of oivil resistance it left open all' the other ‘questions.
Henoe the resarvaﬁim in my lattar of the 30ih Juus.' T
oz t— - ; (R
" Ag the Minisber ia aware, some of i:n'y counbrymen
have wished me to go further, They ara dissatisfied thah
trade licenses, laws of the different Provinoces, the Trans-
waal Gold Law, the Transvaal Law 8 of 1885, have not
‘been sliered vo as o give them fall rights of residences,
trade and ownership of land. Some of them are disgatia-
fied that full inter-provinoial migration is not permitted,
and some are diseatisfied that on the marriage question
the Reliof Bill gong no furtber than it does,”

In this oorrespondence there is not a word about the
Indian sattlers not getting trade licenses or holding fixed
property in the mioiog or sny other area. And the
Indiang had a pekleab right to apply for and geb as many
trade liceoees ns they oould recure and ag much fixed
property as they oould hold, whebhar through forming
registered companies or through mortgages. After a
‘asrenuous fight for eighb years it was not likely that I
would give away any legal rights, and if I did, the com-
aunity, I had the honour to represent, would vaturally
and quite properly have dismissed me as an unworthy, it

. mob a traitorous, representative. .

Buat thers ig a third letter, totally irrelevani considers
ed as park of the agreement, which has been used for the
ourbailment of trade rights, Tt is my letter of the Tih
July addressed bo Mr. Gorges. The whole tone of ik
showa that it is purely aperaonal lebber gebting forth only
“my iodividual views about ' vested righls in eonneation

- wwith the Gold Liaw and Townships Awendment Ass.’ [
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have therein atated definitely that T do not wish bo
restriate’.the fukure action of my sountrymen and I have
simply recorded the definition of 'vested rights' I didous-
sed with Sir Banjamin Robertson on the 4th Mareh, 1914,
gayiog that by " vested righits I understand the right of
~an Indian and his sucoessors to live and trade in Sowne
ahips in which ha wag living and trading, no matter how
often he shifts his residenes or business from place to
place in the same township,” This is the definifion on
which the whole of the theory of evasion of law and brasch
of faith has been baged. Apart from the guestion of
irralevance of the letber I olaim that it could not be used,
avan if it nould be admitted as part of the rgreemant, in the
wapner ib bag been. As I have already stated on previous
oocasions there was a prospect of an adverse inberpratation
‘of tha Gold Liaw as to trade licences, and thare wad tha
tangible diffieulty in getting land or leases of buildings and
it was by the most strenuous efforts that Indians were able
within Gold Areas to retain their foothold. I was anxious
fio protect the existing tradera and their suocessors even
though' the legal inilerpreiation of the law might be adverse
to the Indian claim. The vested right, sherefore, retorred
o in my letter of the 7oh July was a right ocreated in
apite of the law, And it wae thig right that had to be
| proteoted in the administration of the then existing laws,
Hven if, therefore, my said letter can be incorporated in
the agreement, by no cannon of interpretation that ¥ know
oan it be said to prevend the Indiang morally (for that is
the meaning of the charge of breach of faith) {rom getting
new trede licences in  virtue of the law of the land,
Indiang openly and in & fair fight gained in their favour
8 legal decision to the effact thut they ocould chtain trade
licencen against tender of the licence lee sven within the
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'ﬁold area. To this they ware perfectly morally entiuled,
There oannot he any gquestion of a legal breach. There
trade rivala weuld lorg ago bave made short work of any
logal breach., Liastly supposing that the law was adverse
to the Indian elaim my definition could not be pleadsd to
bar any agitation for amendment of the law, for the
whola of the settlemasnt, if the nature of it was of a
temporary obaraoter, and the Ivdiaos, asdefinitely stated
in my latter of the 30th June, could not be expected to
reat vconteut until full sivie rights had been oconceded.’

‘The whole of the plea, therefore, of breach of faith is, I
venture to submit, an utterly dishonest and shameless
pises of tactiosy whioh ought not to be allowed to ine
terfere with a proper adjustment of the guestion,

ANOTHER 8. A. COMMISSION

_ In response to the agitation in South Africa and'in
India, a Commission was appointed by the Union Govern-
ment to investigate the trade and other questions which
caused grave irritation to the Indians; and Mr. Montagu,
the Secretary of State for India announced in November,
1919, the inclusion of 8ir Benjamin Roberison, Chief Com-
missioner of the Central Provinces in the Commission to
vepresent the Government of Imdia, Interviewed by the
Assooiated Preee, My, Gandhi said on the subject of
enguiry and the composition ——

To is 8 matter of vary great regret thay Mr.
Montagu's mescage to His Trcellency the Viosroy go
materially alters the position. 1 do, however, fesl that
apy agitation iasisting upou the appointmsut on ths

Commission of Indian representatives may damage our
g [
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' gnse whioch is a0 overwhelm:ngly abrong I! & represens
tativa lika Mr., Bastri in appointed along with 8ir
Benjamia Rshertson to pub hefores tha South Alrican
(iovernment and tha forthooming Cammission  the
Indian oase, it would ba the nexs basb thing, Io my
opinion our effort ahould be to eancentrate upon sacur-
ing a propec refareace to ths Co nmission ia tne plase of
the very parrow ona, we are led to bel:ave. is likaly to be
suggessed by the Ualou Government. Tne Times of
India is really rendering a great service in moulding and
songolidating publie opinion on this question, irragpaotive
of olass or rage, Tiis nos aunough that msraly the trade
question is reforred to the Qummission. Tne whole of
the Liaw 8 of 1885 must come uader review 'leaving
aside for the time biing the guastion of pohtical elatua,
Our goa! must be whe restoration of fall trading and
propocty rights of Tadisna luwlally settled in South
Africa. Tois is what even Australia has allowed
although it was Aussralia whioh led the anti-Asiatio ory,
We must also guard againi the Cammission whittliog
down any ol tha righta already baing enjoyed by the

L eeslers By no eanon of juitica or propriety can the ex-
140 isting rights be takea & #ay from the Indian seutlars, buos
" if we do oot taka oare and provide beforshand ‘thiere is
every daoger of sush & oatasirophe happening. I
aotually “happened with the Sileet Committes of the
Yaion Parlisament whose fadings pruduaad bha naw
legiglation wae 8o much deplore.




" Indians in the Colonies
REGIPROOITY BETWHEN INDIA AND THB,
£y  DOMINIONS" R S
. Atithe Madras Provincial Oonference held at Nellors

wn June, 1916, Mr. G. 4. Natesan moved a resolution

thanking Mr. and Mrs Gandhi for the invaluable services
they hod rendered to the Motherland by, their heroic

struggle in South Africa, My, Qandhi, in acknowledging
'\ the thanks of the Qonference, spoke 03 foblows \—

1o 80 far asg san!ziménb aatera into tha claims of In-
dia, with regard to the statng of Tndiana in the Eropire,
it geems possibla thab by » measgars of raciprooal treab
ment ag between ladia and the Dominions tbia diffioulsy

gould  be surmoanted. Given mn, oubleh for Indian
emigrants in Fash Alrias, it ought not 6o be boyond the
powers of statesmanship %o arrange that India sbauld
have the power to exelude white men of the .working
olass, just as the Dominions exaluda Indians, Oe rather
it might bo arrangad thab tha numbar of Indians to be
admintad to any one of tha white States of the Hmpire
should bear a relative proportion to the whike population
of the Siate. A3 = madter of faod, il the proportion
agreed o is to avoid the nesessity for removing some of
the Asiatioa now in the Domisions, it will have to be
something lika twice a8 great ag the nomber of the
whites in India in relation to the total population. Tha
axigting white commuaunity in India, inslusive of troope,
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" bears the proportion of about 1: 2002 of the native
population, In Canadathere ara now about 3,000 Indiana-
in a total popnlation of 8,000,000, A 1: ratio 1,000 se
puggented would, thersfore, permit the fudian ocolony in
(Janada to be ineveasad by ahout 5,000, Xa Aunstralia.
there ars rathar mora than 5000 Yodians, and under:
5,000,000 white men ab present, bub the exeses over fha.
1: 1,000 rasio is trifling, In New Zialand, where thera
are about 1: 250 Indiang, thig ratio is almost exactly
gonformed 6o by tha existing situation. South Africa.
pregentd » diffioulty sinee the Bouth African Indiang
slready exosed a proportion of one to ten of the whibe:
residents.  But South” Afrion diffars f{rom its’ alnbor
Dominiogs, sinoe it ig tha only one whioh has a native:
populasion of more than uegligible size. The [odian seo-
tion of the composite racial problena—~precented by the
Jaion—might perhags he adjusted somewhat by offering:
induncements to South African Indiane to transler them-
golves to Kass Afrron. The oonferring of full politioal
righte on the small Jodian cemmunities domiciled in thé-
Dominions would then be the only. step  necsssary b&i
meat every legitimoate aspirstion of Iodians for equality
of treatment and the recognition of their cla.img ag
Brmsb snbjeots.
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INDIAN AND EUROPEAN EMIGRANTS

Myr. M. R, Gandhi, in moving the Resolution on
India and the Colonies at the Bombay Congress of 1915,
Saﬂdl

{ Mr, Pragidens and Friends,—bhe Risolation thak,
‘gtands in my name reads thus -~

" Phe Congress ragrats thab the existing laws affoat-
ing Indians in South Afriea and Cavada have nob, in
spite of the liberal and imoerialiatic declarations of |
‘Uolonial gtatesmen, been justly and equitably adminis-
terad, and this Congress truats that tha Sell-Governing
Uolonias will extend to the Indian emigranta equal rights
with Earapean emigrants and thab bha [mpevial Governs
‘meunt will use all possible menny to sesure : the rights
which have beap hitherto unjustly wxhhhald from them,
thue eausing widespread dissatisfaction and discontent.”

Friands,~1t is an irony of {ate that whilst this vast
assarably will be regrobting the hostile attitude that has
‘bean,adonhad by the Self-Gioverning Colonies, a QContin-
gent of your countrymen formed in South Africa will be
paaring the theatre of war in ordee to help the sick and
the wounded, and I am in possession of facts in oongees |
tion with this Contingent formed in South Afriea which
ghows that i% is ecomposed of the middle slasses whish, in
acoordance with the Dmes of India, are going' ta form
the future salf~governing nation. Thosse men | are drawn
{rom ex-indenturad Indians and their children, from the
petty bawkers, the toilers, tha traders, and yeh the Colo-
nies do not consider i% nacessary o alter their atbitudes
nor do I ses the logie in a-l_aeringi their poliey. Ib is the
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. fashion now=n-dwya o consider thab bepanse our hﬁmble‘
share in not baing disloyal to the Gavernmonh ab tha
present junebure, we are antitled to the jrights which
have beeu hitherto withheld\ll’rom 18, A8 :f ‘those rights
ware withheld baonuse our loyalty wag guapdeted.” Mo,
my friends, it thay have baen withheld frooa fw,' the 1oa-
gong are different aud thoss rassons will have tp: be
" alterad, They are due, 80mMe ol tham to undying premdmes.
to evonomic aaused a.hd these will hava to bhs axamined ;.
bub prejudice will havae to be eut down, And what' are
. the hardehipe bbst our ecountrymen are Iabouring uader
in South Afrma.\m Oanadn, and the other Bolf«(}ovaruing
Colonies? Tn South Atrioa the Settiement of 1914 seoures
what the passive vesisters were fighting for and uobhing
~ more, and they wers fighting for the vestorabion of legak
| equality'in uonneotien}with enaigrants from Brltiah Iudia
and nothing more. - i
: That legal equality haa bosn restorad, bub the domas-
‘%o troubles till remain and if i war vob the custom
unfortunately inberitad for tha lasb forty years thab the
 gredominen h}!mguags in thiz assembly should ba Hoglish,
" owr Madrag friends will bava fanken good care fo have.
- Jearn$ one of tha northern vernacuiars, and then thare are
" wen enough in South Africa who would tell you about
tha1ﬂiﬂiou!man thal we have to go through e7en  now in’
Snuhh Afrios in conhestion with holding landad vroperby,
io sounechion with waen who having been onae domioiled
in South Afrion, return to Bouth Africs, their diffionities
in aonnestion with the admission of ohildren, their diffis
oultien in connaction with holding licenses of frade. Thesa
are, if I may g0 oall them, bread and butter diffioultias.
hereare other diffienlties whioh Ishall no anumeraks
jush now.{ In Canads, it ig nob possible for these membar &
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4l the S:khs who are domlmlad there o bring their wives

and their children, (Ories .of ‘shame, shame.') The law i
_: the same bat administration is widely unequal, 8o unequal
! that hhey'e-a'nnob]lbring their wives and ohildren, and the

law or the administration still remains the same in apite
of declarations about justice avd what not, in view of
the hoaklhtma and in view of the splendid aid wbmh
Endia is said to have rendered to the Bcapite. How are L
theae-difficulties to be meb. I do nob intead  bo go inte
details, but the Cougress proposes that this difficulty can

* be mab by an appeal to uha?aenaa of justios of the Ggi_q.-
nial statesmen and by an appesl to the Iraperial Gove
groment, I fear that the Congress van only do this, bub
the Resolution so far as it goes in one respech is inade-
‘quate 'y the ocossion. liord Hardinge, only a few
monhh@ ago, made a fecvent appeslto Indian publiciaks
and to Indian publio statesmen for Lislping him to an
honourable solution whioch will - retain Lo dlgulhy of
Inma, ab the same time, nob becanse of any sroubla fo
the Bell Governing Calonies, Lord Hardinge is still
waiting for an anewer, thab anawer iz not supplied hy_‘
tha Congress, nor oan it be by the Oongraﬂa ib is to ha 9
supplied by an assosistion of tha speoialists, if I may 80 :
oall them, The Cougress has given them the lead, and
it is for thess assooiationa to fru.ma the details in which
thay will have bo examine bhe}rwul olaims and to offer
to Lord Hardings a golution which shall be saturat-

- ed with details, a solution whioch will aatisfy tho
Colonial Governments as well as the Indian people and
~will oot take away anything whateogver from the jugh

-deman:ig that this Rasolution makes, With these words
I have rauch pleasure in proposing this Resolution,



INDENTURED LABOUR

The jfollowing s o pronouncement made by Mr.
Qandhi during the strenuous agitation mads throughout
India in the early part of 1917 for the complete abolition
of indenture =

There is na doubt that we are engaged in a severs
sbruggle for the pressrvation of our haonour, aad thab, if
wa do not tiake oare, the promise made by Liord Hardinga,
that indentured lahour should saon ba a thing of the pash
may be redused to a nullity. The Viearegal pronsunce-
mant jush made seame fo 38t ab rest ona fear, that the
ayﬂhsm may ba prolonged for a further periad of five
yaarg, which, as Sir Ramalkrishna Bhaodarkarghowed at
Poona, wonld, in reality, mean ten  years. Wea are
thankful to Liord Chelmaford for his asdurance. And we
ara thankful, too, to that good Eaglishman, Mr, C. F.
‘Andrews, for the laad thab he gave na in bhe matter, So
goon  as he gained tha informabion from Fiji that five
years' estension was baken by the planters of those
lands as & sebtled faab, he forsook his sick-bad and his
regt ab Snanti Niketan, and soundsd for ui tha call of

Y 1 daby.

Bub if one oloud, that threatened 6o destroy our
hopes, aeem3s to have dissppearsd, aaothar eqnally dan-
gerous looma on tha horizin, Toa conditicas of aboli-
tion, as stated by Liird H srdinga last M weoh, are thase: -

“On behnlf of His Majesty’s Goveenment, bie (the Beoretary
of State} haa asked us, howaver, to make it olear that the exist~
ing system of raoruiting muet be mainsained until new condi.
tions, uonder which labour should be permitted to proceed
to tha Colonies, should have bzen worked out in conjunciion wish
the Colonial Office and the Crown Colonies concerned ; until pro-
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o per gafeguards in the Cﬁulanies ghould have bseun provided ; aod
“antil they should have had reasonabis time to adjass shemsalves t o

the ohange, a period whioh must necessatily depsnd on pirouna-
‘atances and oconditions imperfectly knowa at prasens.”

Those of us who know anything of the system knew
thab it was well-nigh impossible to find new oconditions
‘which would be economically sound for the planters, and
morally sound for us. We felt that the Goveramenh

would soon fiad thig out for themuelves, mad that, in
view of Lord Hardinge’s whola-hearted disapproval of
4hs system, his view of tha nearness of the end would

-aoineide with our owe, Buat now a differsnt situation
 faves us. Nearly & vear hag gona by, and we discovar
Shat the planters of Fiji have been led to believe uhas
they will have five years'more of the system, and at the
-and of it new conditions may alter all be a change in
name bub nob in subatance. Iish Mr, Bonar Law's des-

Paich speak for itself, Writing undsr date March ¢, 1916,

%0 the Aoting Governor of F\ji, he says ;-

*The Senretary ot State for Todia is satisfiad that it would nos
‘be possible for the Governmant of India to osntinge to defeat by a
‘bare official majority resolations in sheir T.egislative Counail,
-urging she abolision of indenvure ; that in his opinion, the shrong
and universal feeling in Indis on this sunjsot makes it a guestion
©f urgency : and that he has acospted the oonclusion thay inden-
Jured emigration must be abolished.”

Hae then proceads | —

" Though, from the point of view of the Colonies ocncerned,
the deoision which the Indian Government and the Becretary of
“Brate for India have taken is to be regraisad, I recognise shat the
final d'euiaion upon this question muss ress with the Iedian Govern-
sment,"

Thas the humaaities of the qreasion ara fimeitly sup-
‘posed to ba no concern of the Colonies, ’
Now mark shis significant paragraph, ocalled from

the sams illuminating despateh :—

“I have, therefore, sgreed %o tha appointment of an inser-
deparimental committes to consider what system shonld be sub-
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A, /ﬂtliuﬁed for the system of indevtuce shonld bs allowed for & furthee
Poriod of five years, and should cesss ai vhe eénd of shat period,
) sy » The Becretary of Biate for Tndin 19 anxious thatshe change
I .. of gystem should be brought about with as little disturbance as.
i j possible to 1he economio inserests of the Colonies, and thiat he has

made it clear that the existing eystemn must be roaintained untila.
properly sateguarded system has been devised.”

Mr. Audreaws has beeun twitted for hav.ng raferred ta-

. %he fiva years' sxtonsion, Dk hig oritiog explain away

Mr. Bonar Liaw’s empbatic pronounsement published in

the Wiji nawspapers. What with thia offiaial statemant.

: snd the Searetary of State for [ndia's wsoligitude for tha.

i eoonomia inbereats of the planters, our ecause may easily
be lost, it we ara found unwatchful,

In the light of the Viceregal speach and Me. Bonar
Tiaw's despatoh, our duty seems o be clear. We mush
strapgihen the Govarnment’s hands where necessary, and
even stimulate their activity, so thab this inter-depart-
mental committea is not allowed to frusirste our hopes,
It is' a body wherein the inflaenes of the Crown Qolonies.
and the Qolonial offica will ba preponderant, It is a bady
which has to find a substitute whish would bs acceptable-
tous. As [ hold, it will be a vain search, if the more:
well-heing of the laboursr is to be the primary considera-
tion, Bas, if the planters ocan hava thaeirx own WAy, we-
koow that they will urge an impossible substitate. and,
in tha event of ite rejeastion hy ue, they will, in asoordance
with Mr. Bonar Liaw's despatob, olaim continuanca of
véoruiting under indenture. It must. therefore, be olearly
underatood that the onug of producing an acceptable suh-
stitute rests with them and nob with us. Thaey have had:
more than & yedr already, Lord Hardinge's despasoh,
urging tosal abolition, is dated the 158k Outoher, 19 15. The:
committea ig to sit in May nexb, This par:od for finding
a substituta is long enough, in all congoisnce. Hither
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M. &ndmwa harrowmg pzu&ure of Bhe ccndihioua of life in
¥iji is brue or ib ia untrue.  Wae believe it to be true, and
it has naver bean seriously &ltuoked And i in waitiog for
over a yasr, we shall have waited almost beyond the.
poiat of sudurance, Hubasiitute or no substitute, we are

. gobitled, for thae saks of our mobtherland, lor the sake of
our own hooour and repusabion, and, indeed, that of vha-
Eapire, to tha uncondisional abolition of thia lash rem-.
oant of slavery. Natal stoppsd the syptem without the:
provision of & subabitute. Mauaritiue has done likewise.
The Johaunesburg mines survived nob only the shock of
an ahrupt serminasion of Chinese labour, bnf the with-
drawal of every Chinese labourer from the counbry as fash.
8@ trangport oould be got rendy.

Capital is both bold and timid. If anly we sball do
our duty, if only the Government of India will stesltheir
hesrts sgainss thie blandishments of the Fijian and West-
[odian planters, there is, no doubl, shat thess people will
know how 8o save millicas, without [ndia's having fo go-
vo their rescus.

INDIAN COLONIAL EMIGRATION

 The following s the full iext of on ariicle published
in the ¢ Indian Review" for September, 1917

e | ha.va cavefully read the resolusion issued at Simia
by tha Governmeal of Indis on the leb instans, ambody -
ing the raport of the Inter-Dapartmental Counference ro-
sently held in Gondon. It will be rememberad that this.
wa3 the aonference referred to in the Viceregal speesh of
lash year ab the opening of the sessions of the Vicaregal
Liogislative Council, 1t will ba rememberad, foo, th ab
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this was the Confersnce which Sir James Meston and 8ir
®.P. Binha were to have attended bub were unable to
‘abtond owing to their having returned to India hefore the
date of the masting of bhe Qonfarence, Itis stated in the
‘raport noder discussion thab these gentlamen ware to
discusa the question of emigration to gervain Hoglish
“Ualonies infarmally with the two Secrataries of State, 4.0.,
‘the Seurotary of Suate for India and the Seoretary of
‘Beate for the Colonies. Liord Isliogion, Sir A,  Stesl
Maitland, and Messrs. Sston, Griadle, Green and Mae-
aaughton aonshituted the Conferance. Ta take the word-
‘ing of the Rasolusion, this Conlerencs aab 'to consider
‘bhe vroposals for a new assisted system of emigration to
Bruish Guiana, Trinidad, Jamaioa aod Fiji."” The publio
-ghounld, therelore, note that this assiated emigration ig to
‘e gonfiued gnly bo the four (Grown Colonies menbioned
‘and nob to the Sall-Governing Qolounies of South  Afries,
“Canada or Australia, or the Crowon Colony of Mauritius,
‘Whas follows will show bhe importance of this digtinetion,
It i3 something 6o be thankiul for that *'the Governmens
‘of lodia bave nob yet congiderad tbe report and reserved
judgmens on all the points raised in it.”"  This ia a8 ib
-ghould be on a matter a0 serious aa thiz and owe which
-only lant year fairly qonvulsad the whole of India and
‘which bas in gue shape or another aglhated tha nountry
‘ginca 1893,

The declaration too that ' His Majaahy'a Govarn-
wnonb in agresment with the Government of India have
-deoided that indentured evaigration shall not be re-open-
ed " s weloomoe a8 is also the one ‘thay ''no free
amigrants oann be introduced inio any Colony until all

dodian ewigrants already there have been released from
oxissing indentures.’’
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fills one with gladness, the whuhanaws part of it whwb-.

gate forth the schems which is to replace indentured:
emigration is, 8o far as one oan judge, to say the leadt of
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whioh the sohema has been veiled, i} is nothing less than.
" a system of indentured emigration, vo doubf on a more-

humana' basis and safeguarded with some conditions.

 bauefisinl to the emigrants taking advantage of i,

' The main point that ehould be horne in mind is thab.

Confarence sat designedly to consider a scheme of emigra-
tion noh in the interests of the Indian labourer, but ix-

those of the Oolonial ewmployer, The new gystem,

bherefore, is devised to help the Colonies congerned,.
India neade na outlet, at apny rate for the present.
momant, for emigration outside the ocountry, It ia.
dabateable whether, in any event, the four Colonies will.
be the mogh snitabla for Indian odlonisation. The best.
thing, therefore, that ean bappen from an Iodian stand-.

poinh ia thab theve should ba no assisted emigration fromy. |

India of any typs whatsoever. Iun the abseues of any
guoh asgistance, emigration will have to be entirely free
aud ab the riek and expense of ihe emigrant himgelf.
Past exparience shows that, in that event, there will re
vary litkle voluntary emigrasion to distant Colonies.  Juy

tha report assisbed emigration means, to use a mild.

expression, stimulated emigration ; and surely with the.
industries of India orying out for labour and with ber
lagitimate resources yet undevelopeds it is raadness to
think of providiog a ebimulus for the atay-nt-homa
Indian o go out of Jodia, Neither the Government nor
any voluontary agency hag been found ¢apable of proteal =
vg {rom ill-usage the Indian who emigrates sither to
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‘Burma or Qeylon, much less oan auy sych protdotion
Juyail in far-off Fijt or the thres other Ooloniss, I
‘hope that leaders of publio opinion in India willy there-
{ore, take their stand on tha one impreguabia rook of nos
. wantiog any emigration whateoever to the Colonies. 1
roight be argued that we, as & compunent parh ‘of ‘tha
Baupire, are bound to sonsider the wants of our partners,
but this would noh be a fair plea 50 advance so loog &g
Tudin stands in need of all the labour she ean produce.
'1f, therelore, lodia does not assist the Qolounies, it is nad
bucause of want of will but ib is due to want of ability,
Au addisional resgon a politician weuld be justified in
usiog 18 that, so long as India does nob in reality ocenpy
‘the position of an equal partner with the Colonies, and
g0 loug aa her sons continue to be regarded by Hoglish-
‘men in the Colonies and Hoglish employérs even nearer
home to be fit only as bawers of wood and drawers ol
water, ‘no scheme of emigration to the Colonies can bha
-morally advantageous to Indiso emigrants, If the badge
.of interiority is always to be worn by them, they ocan
wever rise to their full status and any material advankage
they will gain by emigrating oan, therefors, be ol no
. gousideration, :
Batb let us for the moment consider the new ayshem,
Umhe system,” it is stated, "'to be followed invfuture will be
one of sided emigration and its objeat will ba to encourage
the settlement of Tadians in certain Oalonies after & probaw
‘tionary périod of employment in thosa Colonies, to train’
apd fiv them for lifé and work there and ab the same’
time, to scquire a supply of the labour essential to the
well-being of she colonists themeelves.’’ 8o the resettle-
. meut is to ba conditional on previous employment uoder
_gontract nnd it will be seen in the course of our _ax&m.in-r
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'tion that this oanitzaﬁ ‘is bo be ]uah Al hm&ing as tha
gontracts used to be under indenture, The reporh hag thy
following humorous passage in it: ""He will be, in no
way, restricted to service under any particular ampluyer"
-ex0ept that for his own protection, & selsoted employer
will be chosen for him for the first six mouoths." This
has & flavour of the old indentured aystera. Que of the
avile cvomplained of aboub thab eysbem was that the
Aabourer wag assigned to an emp'oyer. He was not free
to ehoose one himsell. Under the new -system,  the
employer is to be selected for the protection of the la-
bourer. Ik is bardly pecessary for me to point out that
‘the would-be labourer will nevar be able to feel the pro-
teotion devised for bima,  The labourer is further ' to ba
‘eoovuraged to work tor his firet three years in agrmulnura{
‘industriee, by the offer, shounld he do o, of numerons and
important benefits subsequently as & ooloniss,” This is
another inducement to indanture, and I koow evough of
‘such schemes to ba able to assure both the Goverument
and poblio that these so-oalled inducements iv the hands
‘of clever mavipulators hacoma nothiog short of methods
of eompulsion in respent ol innocent and ignoract Indian
dabourers. It is due to the framers of the schema that i
should draw attension so the fack thab they have avoided
all oriminal peualties for breach of contract, I Iodin
iteell if the soheme ia adopted, we are promised a revival
of the muoh-dreaded depots aud emigration ageots, all
‘no doubt, on a more respectable basis bat still of t.ha'
‘#ame type and capable ol untold mischief,

Tao reat of tha report is nov likely to lnteranbuha i
publio, but those who wish to study it will, I doubs bob;
come to the oconolusion to which I have been driven, )
that the framers hava done their best to strip the old -

¢
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" system of many of the abuses which had orept intoit, but
they have not succesded in plaging hefore the Iodiam
public an acoeptable scheme. I hold that it was an
impossible tark, The system of indenturs was one of
semporary slavery ; it was invapable of being amended,
it should only be anded and it is to be hoped thas India.
will never consent to its revival in any shape or form.

e ——T ¢ e e

THE INIQUITIES OF THE INDENTURE SYSTEM

Under the auspizes of the District Congress Com-
mitlee in Bombay Mr. M. K. Gandhi delivered a leamré-_
on Indentured Indian Labour before a large gathering
on 80th Oclober, 1917, at the Kmpire Thgnhe Sir Ebrahim.
Rahimtullah presiding,

My, Gandhi said i— _

The guestion of indentured iabour was jast now
tiopioal question, heoausge thosa true and real friends of
India, Messrs. Andrews and Poarson, waere conduasting
an enquiry io i, The Fiji lslande absorbed the largest
aumber of indentured Indiang at the present moment.,
Megsrs. Andrews and Pearson were not the firgt to in-
terest the Indians in this question, but it wae the 5 R
od agtatesman Me, Gokhale, who first impressed Indians.
with the importance of their duties in eonneation with
this question. The regolution which Mpr, Gokhale
brought before the Couneil for the abolition of the in-
denture system waa defeated by a majority though all
the non-official members of the Couneil voted for the
abolition, However much s benign and symopathstic
Viceroy wished to remove this abominable system of
indenture from the Jodian Statute Book there was &
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_vew garions diﬁcu‘ty in his way anﬂ that was the reporﬂ
by the two Commigaioners, who were sent by Lord
Hardinge, oamely, Megsrs. MaoNaill and Chimanlal

_ which are conbained in two bulky voluraes. = All mighb

ot eare to wade through tha rather dull pages of those
volumes but to himy who knew what real indentarsd la-
bote was, they were of great interass, They might, how-
aver, take upon trush shat the report. recognised that ins :

* dentured labour should continue just as it was, if certain
‘vonditions wera fulfilled, Those conditions, Mr, Grandhi

_ anid, wore impossible of fulfilmoent. And the recommenda- ;
‘tions which these two great Commissioners made, show-
ad that they really could not seriously have meant thab
the systom of ‘indenture which existed to- day in  Hiji,
Jamaiocs, Guiana and other colonies should be continued
» minute longar than wag aotually necessary, The
gpeaker here refarred to the previous Commission and said
that the defeats which Mesers. MaoNeill and Ohlmanlu
‘had pointed out were patent bo all, Their repordt ocon-

_ pained nothing new, But thera was unofficial investi-
gation on bahal{ of some philanthropic body in England
goma forty years ago, and in that book an unvarnishad
tale was given, which told in graphio language whab
ware the hardships under that syatem, -

Io thig connrestion Mr, Gandhi quoted a atatemenb
made by tha Prime Minister of Natal in whioch be smd
that the system of indenture was a wmosh unadv;sable
thing and that the soonar it wag terminated bhe bﬁhbar

 for the iudentured fabourer and the employer, Liord
Yalborna said the same thing when he was the High
‘Commissioner in South Africa: he said that it wag: worge
for the employer than ths employed, besause it was a
gystem perilously near bo slavery. 8ir William Hunter

10
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wrote a beautiful series of letbers in 1895 when be firss
brought himself io study tha syshem personally and
oompared fhe system of indenbturs, after & dus
invaestigation, to a state bordering on slavery. Oan
one onoasion he used the exprassion _semi'-_ala.va.ry?_
My, Gandhi gaid if he erred in making thede Bslates
ments, ho erred in Liord Selborue’s company. And
46 was in coonegtion with thia  systema that these
two worthy gentlemso, the Commmissicners, had Bseen
it bo report and advise the fulfilment of certain ocondis
~ gions which, in the very nature of the ocontrac,
ware impossible of fulfilment, The conditious were thal
unsuitable emigrants be exoluded; the proporbion of
foriales to males to be raised from 40 to 50 per cent. The
wpeaker could nob undersiand what they meant by un-
guitable emigranis beiog excluded, The Gommiaswnera
'bhemaelvss told them that it was nob eney to find la.bou!
io India,  India was nob pining to send her shildren oub
ag semi-dlaves, [Liord Sandarson sbated that it was the
_gurp]ua population from India Ghab went oub from dige
'asblafa.(mon with the econcmia condibions in India, Bab
they must remecber that shers wera 500 recruiting
ligenoces isnued in the year 1907, Could they ponceive the
gignificande of the extraordinary state of things which
required one recruiter to 17 labourers? The Colonial
‘Goveroments had their sub-agents in India for this
Yndenturad lahour to be collectad, They wera paid asum
of Rs. 25 for each oooly reoruited, and this sum of Rs. 25
was divided between the reornitar and the sub-agens,
‘Mr. Gandhi thought the mental gtate of thoss recruiters
muss be miserabla, who oculd send @0 many of their
counbrymen ag semi-glaves, After haviog sean whub the
yeoruiring sgents did and after having read the many grass

&
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tais shahemanhs tvhay mada. ha Wad not surprmed nhah bhious
gands and thousands of_tha:r countryman weis bacoming
indentured labourees. The Oummiesioners devoted several
pagas to the umnaraliby prevmllng on the astates, 16 was
ot forty women (or aixby meny bab tha sbatoment wag
made that thess masn did nob marry these woraen, but kept:
them, and that mawy of these womsen Wwere prostitutes;
Me, Gandbi said he would decline to send his ebildren
wader euch an indenturs, if he was worthy of hig sals, ony
of khe conatry. Bus thousands of men and women had
gone.  What did thiey think of that ip India?
" /'The couditions were that rigorous provisicns shoald

' ha either expunged from the Ordinanoces or that the Prow

teator shoald gontrol employers.  As for the regulations
tade to protecs these labourers they sould bake it from
him, Me. Gaudhi eatd, that there ware a groab many
flaws in them and & goach and four could be easily
drivan  through these, The aima of the rules was 'bo
maka the smployer suprems, Hace was oapital ranged
againat labour with arbificial props for uambul and nob’
 dabour. :
i Mr. Gandbi gondewned the * ‘proteator’ of emigrants,
They wsare men belouging to that very olass to which ems
ployera belonged : they moved amang them and was it
a0t only nataral that thay should have their aympa‘ihleﬂ
o the'eside of the smployer? How wae ib then: o&saib!a
dhat they eould do jusiice to tha labourer 'a',gain'ar. thy
~employer ? He know many ingtanoes when }'ﬁdtéisht‘nl{aa"-_
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had meted out justioa to the indentured Iabourcar, bub' 21 T

was imposgible to expeat sich a thlug from tha thec,ara_:_'&'

of emigrants, Tha labourer wag bound hand and foob ta | )
¢the employer. It he sommitted an offsnce agatoshbia
employer he firsb of all had to undergo a courae aliim
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~ prigonment; then the days thabt the labourer had spent
io the jail were added b0 his indantbure and he was taken
back to his master bo serve again. The Commissioners
had o say nothiog againgh these rnles. There was nobody
fo judge the Protector of Emigrants if he gave a wroog
judgment, but in the oase of the magisteate he oould be-
oriticised.  Again the Commissioners add thab these
prisonars should be put into separate jails, But the Colg-
nial Groverament would be bankruph if they built jails for
hundreds of prisovers that were imprisoned. They were
not able to build jaila for the passive resisters, Then the
Commissioners said that the labourer should be allowad
to redeem hig indentura by payment of a graduated re-
demption fes. Thay made a mistake in thinking him to-
be an independent man, He was nobt his own masber.
Mr. Gandhi said he had koown of Hoglish girls well edu-
cated who were desoyed, and who were nobt indenbured;
unable to fres shemselves. How was ib then possible for-
an indenturad labourer to do this 2 Mr. Ballour compared
thia tabourar under an indenture to a soldier: Bub the
goldicr was a responsible man and he sould rise to & high.
position. But an indenbured labourer remained & labourer.
He had no privileges. His wife was also ineluded ander
‘his disabilities, sn alao his son. Tn Natal the finger of
aoorn was pointed at these people. Nesver could an in-
denturéd Indian rise to a higher post than that of labou-
var. And whau did the labourer briug when he returned:
to India ? He returned a brokaen vassel wifibh some of the
arbificial and suparficial signs of oivilisation, bub he left
mote valuable things behind him., He may bring some
govereigns also with him, They should decline to per-
petuate thig hateful system of indenture because it robbed.
them of theie national sell-respeact.
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It bhoy oould sonsider well over what he had said,
they wounld try and abolish the aystem in a year's time
and this one taint upon the nation would have gono and

indenturad labour would be a thing of the onst. Hae
wanted to remove the aause of the illebreatment of tha

Yndiana in the Uoloniss, Howevar proteoted that system
may be, it still remained a state bordering upon ' siavery.
¥t would remain,” ssid Mr, Gandhi, ' state based
upon full-fladged slavery and it was a hindranea ta'
nalnonai growbh and national dignity.” -

IMPERIAL CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS

I'n the course of an article oriticising the Imperial’
Oonference Resolution on Indian emigration, Mr. Gandhié
wrote a8 fo!taws ‘in the Indian Review for August,

1918 :~— 1
The Imperial Conlerence Resolution ® on the shatus

ot onr countrymen emigrating to the Colonies, roads well
on the surface, but it is highly deceptive. We need. notl

1w ® A summidry of the proceedmgq of the. Canfarcﬂcswas cahlad
by tha Secretary of Slaw to the Viceroy. Thc fol&qm ia an
-gwiract -~

' The fifieenth meeting of the Jonferenss was' held on July
25th. The ficst subject dlsnusaed wag reciprosity of treatment
between India and the Dominions,” This disoussion folowed on
the resolution passed by the Conferenve last year, avcepting she
iprinciple of reciprocity and a further resclution passed to'that effuct
nhoé!d now be given to thp lags year’s resolution in puarsuauos of
which the Conference agreed’ as follows:~ (1) 1§" is ke inhérent
‘funoction of the Governments of several oommunities of Britigh
Comraonwealth includmg India that each should enjoy somplete
conirol in the composision of its own ‘population’ by means 'of
restriotion on imm:grasion from any other communities. ()
British oitizens domiciled in any British country inelading India
should be admisted into any othet' British country for visite for
4he purpcses of pleasure pr eommerce inoluding temporary resic
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- oongiderib a great achievemeant that we ¢an pasg thesame
Inws against the oolonials that they runy pass against ne.
It is like a giant telling a dwarl thab the latter is free to.
give blow for blow. Who is to refuse permission and pags-
ports to the coloniala desiring to enter India? Bot Indiane,
vo mabter what their atbtainments are, are conshantly
being refused permission to enter the ecolonies even for-
temporary pbriods, Boith African legisiation of emi-
grabion wae purged of the racial tsint, by the passive
resigbanos movement, But the administrative prinsiples
afill cortinue and will de so, so long as India remains.
both in name and substancs s dependency,

The agroement arrived sb regarding thoss who are
already domiciled practioaily re-states the terms of the sot=
" tlepaenti of 1914, Ti it extande to Canada and Australia
it ia a'decided gain; for in Canada till recently there vwas.
A big agitation owing to the refusal of ite Government. . to
admit the wives and children of its Sikh settlers. Tmay:
perbaps add that the Bouth African settlemsnt provides

denoy for the purpose of education, The conditions of such visita
ahonld bo regulated on'tlke principle of reciprocity as follows:—
(a) The right of the Covernment of India recopnised to enaot.
Jmsrs whioch eball have the effent of subjectiog Hrisish ocitizens
‘domidiled in any other British country to the same conditions in
visiting Indin as those imposed on Indians desiring to visit suok.
country. (b) Buoh righti of vigit or temiporary residence ghall, in.
‘eaoh individual case, be embodied in the passport or written permit.
jssued by the country of domicile and subjeot to vie there by an
officer appointed by and aoting on behali of the ocountry to be-
vidited. = I such a oountry so desires such right shall not extend to.
the vieit or temporary residents for lnbour purpoes ot fio permanent.
sattlempent. (8) Indisns already permanently domiciled in other
British countries shounld be allowed to bring in their wives and
minor children on condition (a) that no moze than one wife and hee
ohildren shall ba ndmisted for each such Indian asnd (b) that emch.
‘ipdividual 8o admitted shall be certified by the Cloveroment of
Indin a8 belng the lawful wife or child of such Indiau, The
Conferanoe recommends nther questions covered by the memoranda.
grosented to the Conference by the roprasentatives of indis.




geftlement, aspeomlly it the latt_ar.hqd ab any blme anherad
South Africa. 1t may ba the proper thing in a predorai-
nently Christian country to confine the legality to only
one wile. DBub it is noocesaary even for that counbry, in
the interaste of humanity and for the suke of friendship
for members of the same Tmperial Faderabion fo whioch
- they belong administratively, to allow the admission of
ploral wives and their progeny. '
The above agreement sbill avades the question of ine
equality of statua in other matbers :-—Thus the diffieulty
of obtaining licenses bhroughout South Afriea, the prohibi.
tion to bold landed propecty in the Transvaa) and the
Free State and virtual prohibition within the Union itsall
of the entry of Indisus into the Hree Suate, the prohibie

tion of Indian ohildren to enter the ordinary Government

gohools, deprivation of Municipal franchise in the Trangs
vaal and the Hree State and practioal deprivation of the
Union franchise throughout South Africa, barriog
perhaps the Cape. The resolutions of the Imperial
Coufersnos therefora are decidely an eye-wash. There is
po change of heart in the ooloaies and aertainly no
recognition of Tmperial obligations regarding India, The
Fiiian atrocities to which Mr. Aodrews has drawn
pointed atbention show what is possible even in the
Crown Colonies which are under direct Imperial control.



Jail Experiences

ot

These prison ewperiences were origimally written by
Mr. Gandhi in Gujarati and we ave indebled to the
Modera Raviaw for the following English version i~
: 1
 INSPECTION : ke
When the different inspsctors come to inspeas, all
the prisongre have bo post themselves in a rows and taks
off their caps to salute tham., As all of us had Faglish
oaps, there was no diffienlty in observing this rule, It was
both legal and proper that wa should take off our oaps,
The words of direosion used ware 'fallin.’”” These words
bad, 30 to speak, bacoms our food, as we had to "fall in®
four or five times a day. Qae of these officers, an
asaisbant to the Chief Warder, was a little stiff~nacked,
sod 8o the Indians had nickoamed him ‘' General
Smuts,” Geperally he was the first to come in the
mornings, and again in the evanings, At half past nina
$he Dootor came, He was very good and kind, aod
uofailing in hig inquiries. Hach prigoner had, docording
to jail rules, to show all parts of his bady, on the first day
to the Doator, stripping himself bare of all olothes, but he
was kind epough pot to enforee the same in our case.
Whean many more Indiaos had ooma, he simply told us
to report to him il any aone had gob itches, eto, 8o that
he might examine him in camera. At hall past ten or
eleven, the Govermor and Chief Warder came. The



{former was & firm, :'.jnsh'--:abd' q-ui'sa-nasurad': officer,
His invariable inquiries were whether we wevre all

vight, whether ws wanted anything, whether we had
vy complaints to make, Whuenever we had a&oy auch,.

he heard themo attentively, and gave us relief, if ha oould.

‘Soma of these complaints and grievances I shall refer to

later on, His deputy cathe also ab times. Ha was

‘kind-hearted boo. But the best of them all was our Chief

Warder, Himself deaply religious, he was not only kind

‘and sourteous towards us, biit every prisoner savg his

praises in no measured terms. He wag attantive in pre-

‘garving to the prizoners all sheir rights, he overlooked

their trivial faults, and koowing in our oase that we wera
all innooant he was particularly kind to us, and to show
his kindness he olten camo and talksd to us.

INOREASE IN OUR NUMBERS

I bave said before that thers were only five of us
passive resisters, ab ficsh. Oa 14tk Janvary, Tuesday,

-oame in Mr. Thambi Naidu) the Chief Pickas, and Mr,

Koin, the President of the Chinese Association. We all
were pleasad to ressive them. Qo the 18th, fourteen
others joined us, including Samundar Khao, He was in
for two montke. The rest were Madrasis, Kunamins
and Gujarati Hindus, They were arrested for hawking
without licenoas, and sentenced to pay a fine of £2, and,
in defauls, to 14 days’ itoprisonment, They had bravely

-glacted to go tojail. On the 91st, 76 others came. In thig

Yabteh only Nawab Ehan had two months, the rest weare
with a fine of £2, or, in defaunlt, 14 ‘days’ imprisonment,
Most of then: wers Gujarati Hindos, some Kunamiag
and some Madragis, Onb the 22nd, 85, on the 23rd, 3,
n the 24tbh, 1, on tha'25th, 2, on the 28th, 6, and in the
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- evening 4 more, and on the 29h, 4 Kunamisg sdded to

 our wumbers, So that by the 28th, there wera 155

passive rosisters iunoarcerated, Qa the 30:h, I was re-

moved to Pratoria, but I knew that o that day 8 or 6
others bad come in. | - - i

| FOOD g
The question of food is of great moment to many of
us, in all circumstances, bui to those in prigon, it is of
the greatesh importance. Thay are greably in nead of
good food. The rule is that a prigoner had to resh son-
gant with jail food, he caunob procure any from ontside.
The sama is the aase with a soldier who has bo submih
bo his regulation rations, but the difforance beiween the
two is that hig friends can send other faod to the soldier
and he oan take it, while a prisoner ig prohibited (rom
doing 0. 8o thab this prohibition aboub food is one of
the eigos of beiog in prison, Kven in general counver-
gation, you will find the jaileofficers, sayiog that there
oould be vo exasrcise of taste about prison diay, and o
guch article could be allowed therein. Ia a talk with
the prisou medical officar, I bold hina thab it was neces-
gary for us to have soma tea, or ghes or soma such thing
slong with bread, and, he said, you want to eab with
taste, and no palatable thing eould be allowed iv a prison,
Acoording to the regulations, in the firsh week, an
Indian gets, in the morning 12 0z of * maalie pap'"
without sugar or ghee; at noan, 4 oz. of rice and ons oz,
of ghea ; in the evening, irom & days, 12 oz. of mealie
pap, for 8 days, 12 oz. of boilad beans and galt. This
goale has been modelled on the dietary of the Kaffirs—
the only differenca being that in the evening, the Kaffire
ars given orushed maiza oorn and lard or (ab, while tb
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Jodiang geb rioe. In tha second waek, and thencelor:
watd, for two daye, boiled potatoas and  for two days.
oabbagas, or pumpkin or soma such vegahtable is given
along with maiza Qour, Thoss who take meab are given.
meah with vegebables an Sundays. AR A

Tha first bateh of prisoners had resvlved bo solioib.

for ho favoura ab the hands of Governmant, and &o take:
whataver food was @erved outy if nob religionsly objecs
‘tionable. Raally speaking, tha above was pnot & propet kind .
of diet for Indians, though mediaally, of course, it con- = °
tained sufficient nubrition. Maiza is the daily food of
tha Kaffire. ao this diev guits tham, nay, they thrive on
it in jail. Bab Indians rarely use maizs«flour, riece:
only suits them.  Wa are nob uged to eat heane alone,
por sould we liks vegatiablas as caokad by or for Kaffira,
They nover clean the vegaetable nor season them with
any spices. Again the vegetable cooked for the Kaffirs
mostly consist of the pealings lofs after the same bava
been praparad for the Ruropean aonviets, For spioes,
nothing elsa bosides salt ig given. Sugar is never dreamb
of. Thus the focd question was a very diffioult one for
ug all.  Biill, as ws had datermined that the paasive re-
sigters were neither bo solicit nor ask for favours from
the jail authorities, we tried to rest content with &his.
kind of food.

In raply to hia inquiries wa had told the Governor
thab the food did not suit us, but we were determined nob:
o ask for any favoura from (overnment, [f Govern-
ment of its own accord wanted bo maks a change, it
would be waelecome, slse we would go on taking the re.
gulation diat, ' S

Bat this determination could not lash long. When:
obhers joinad us, we 'thought ib would be improper fo.



JAIL BXPERIENOES 7 . O @L

 emanke them share this trouble 'with ne also. Was ib not

«sufficient that they had shared the prison with ns ?. 8o

we began to talk to the Grovernor on thair behalf, Wae

“told him, wa wears preparad to bake any kind of food,

“buhk the later batches could nob do so.  Ha thought over

‘the matter, and said that he would allow them' to caok

“soparately, if they put ib on the grodnd of religion, but

‘the articles of food would be the same, it did not rasd
‘with him to make any changes ia them, o

In the maantims, fourtesn others had joined ugy and

@ormne of them eleated to sbarve rather than take mealie

spap. 8o I raad vhe jail rules aad found oub that hbr;fioa-'

“tions in guoh - matters should be made to the  Director

ol Prisons. 1 asked, therefore, the Governor to be

wpermitted to apply  to him, and seat a pebition
e

‘aocordingly.

We, ths undetsigued prisouers, beg tc state that we sva all
«Agiatiog, 18 Indians and 3 Chiness, '

The 18 Indians get for Gheivr breaklast mealio pap, and the
vovhers, rice and ghea; they ges beans thride and “ pap” four
times. We were given potatoes on Batnrdays and greens on
Buandays, On religious grounds, we c¢annot eat meat: some ars
-entirely prohibited from taking it, and others oannon do so he-
-onuse of ita not being religiously slaughterad, .

Tha Chinese get maize-corn instead of rice, Al the prison-
+ars are moskly ased to Duropean food, and they also eat bread
-and other flour preparations. None of ugis used to mealie pap,
~aod some nf us suffer from indigastion, i

HSeven of us have eaten no breaklast at all ; only at times,
“when the Chinese prisoners who got bread, out of mearey, gave
‘thems & pieos or two out of their rations, have we eaten the
«game, Whan this was mentioned to the Clovernor, he said we
“Were gnilty of a jail offance in thus aocsepbiug bread,

In our opinion this kiad ol food is entirely unsuitable to us,
“Bo we have to apply that we should be given food acgording to
the rules for Huropean prigonars and mealie pap be Tleft ous en-
wirely ¢ or, in the alternative, such food should be given as would
#8up port ug, and bein consonance with our habits and cusbome.

This iz an urgent mabier and a reply he sent by twire,
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- Twenty-one of us bad signed the petition and while.
ih was being despataohed seveuty alx mors came in, They i
also had a dislike for the ' pap,”’ and 80 wa added a para-
graph stating that the new arrivals also objeoted to  the
diab.’ I requested the Governor to send it by wire. He
asked his superior’s permission by telephones and allowed
ab once 4 o%. of bread in place of ¢’ pap.’” We were all:
very pleased, and from the 220d, ¢ oz, of bread wad sub-
ghittafed in place of pap, morning and evening., In the
avening we gob 8 0z, ¢.¢., hall a loaf, But this was.

- merely a temporary arrangement. A committee was 8it-
ting on the question and we heard that they had recom-
manded aa allowanes of flaur, ghee and pulee; but belore
it eould take effech, wa had been released; and so nothing
more bappened.

In the beginning when bhaca was only eight of us we.
did nok cook cureelves, so we used to geh uncdoked rics
and ill-ocooked vegetables whenever the same were given,
80 wa obtained permission to oock of ourselves. On tha
firgt day, Mr. Kadva cooked. After that Mr. Thambi
Naidu and Mc. Jivan both took up the function, and in .
our last days they had to cook for about 160 men, They -
had to oock once only, excepting on vegetable days which
ware wo in a wesk-—when thay had to do eo twice. Mr,
Naidua took great trcuble over this. I uded to disbei.
bute, :

From the atyle of the petition the reader must have .
noted the fach that it was presented on behall of all
Indian priscvers and not us (eight) slone. We talked .
with the Governor also on the same lines wnd be bad.
promised to look into it for all the Asiatio prisoners, We.
still bope that the ]all diet ol the Iondians would bg
improved. :
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. Agam bhva threa Chinese usad bo get other articles
 +ipatead of vice, and henoe annoyance was fely, as there
was an appearance of their bsing considerad separata
from and inferior to us, For this reagon, 1 applied, on
their behalf, to the Governor and ‘te  Mr, Play.
“ford, and it was ordered that they should be plane& on

‘the yame leve! ag Indians. ;
It is instructive to compara this diaﬁury w1th ahah
-of the Europeans, They gat for their morning breakiast
“oap” and B oz, of bread ; for the midday meal, bresd
-and soup or bread and meab, or brasd and rmeab and
potatoes or vegatables; and in the eveniogs bread and
" pap.”  Thus they gob bread thrice in tha day, and so
they do not care whather they have the ' pap” or naot.
Again they gob meat or soup, in addition, Begides thig
they are olten given tea or cocos. This will show that
bosth the Turopeans and the native Kaffirs gat food suit-
- able to them, and it is the poor Indians alona who suffer,
“They had no spesial dietary of their own. It they wers
treated like Haropeans in food, they the Huropeans would
‘have felt ashamed, and no one had the ooncern to find
.oub what was the lood of the Indian, They had thus to
ba ranked with the Kaffira and silently starve. Tor this
_gtate of ciroumstances T find fault with onr own ‘peopls,
‘the Passive Rasisters, Some Indians gobt the requisite
food by stealth, othars pub up with whatever thay go,
and were either ashamed to make public the story of their
diatress or had no thought for others, Hange the outeide
publio remained in the dark, If we were to follow bruth
and agitate where wa gob iojustice, there wounld be no
room to undergo gach inconvaniences. Il we were to
Jeave self and apply oursélves to the good of others,
.grievanoces would geb remodied soou. DBub just as ib ia
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neneasarp o taka ateps l'or sha redresa of sucb uomplaintg.. '
@0 it is necessary to think of narmn_othar_&hmgg algo. It

i but mseet for prisoners to undergo eertain ingonvenis
onoar. It thera be no trouble, what is the good of being
-ealled & prisoner ? Those who are the mnasters of their
minds, take pleasura even in suffering, and live bappily
dn jails. They do nob losa sight of the exigtenoce of the
guffaring, and they shonld pnot do ¢o, considering that
there are athars also suffering with them, :

Thare ia another evil hahib of ours, and that is our
denadity in sticking to our manners and oustoms, We

 must do in Boma as the Romang do. Wo are living
in Bonth Africa and we mush acouatom ourgalves to whab
is considerad good foed here. " Mealia pan’' is a food,
as good, simple and oheap as our wheat. We ocannob say
qb is without tagke, semetimes, it boats wheat even. It ig
my balief that out of reapsot for the gountry
of our adoption, we must take faed whick grows

in that country, if it be not unwholesome, Many

' Whiteg " like this * pap’ and satit in the morning.
1t besomes palatable if milk or sugar or even ghee
ba taken with it For these rensons and for the [aoh
shat we might have o go o jail again, in the fnture,

- it is  advisablae for every Indian to accustom him-

" .gelf to this preparation of maize. With this habit aven
when tha time comes to bake ib merely with salt, we
would not find ib hard bo do so. It is inoumbent on us

%0 leave off some of our habits for the good of our
aountry. All those nations that have advansed have
given up theese things where there was nothing
substantial o losa, The Salvation Army people attracy
the natives of the roil, by adopting their ecustoms, dress,
ato., if not particularly’ objeetionable,
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It would have bean & miraole had no one out of 15(}
prigoners fallen ill. The ficet to be taken ill was Mr.
Bamundar Khan., He had been brought into 'jail ailing
and was taken vo Hospital the next day. My, Kadva '
was & vietim bo rheumatism, and for goma days he did
pnot mind being treated by tha Dootor in the prison cell
itsell, but eventually be had bo go o the FHospital too.
Two otherg suffered from fainting fi's and were taken
thore. Tha reason was that it was very hot then, and
the conviats had to remain out in the sun the whole day,
and so they feil down in fise. ' Wae nursed them as hesy
we oould, [Liater on Mr, Nawab Khan also sucoumbed; +
and or the day of our releasa he had to ba led out by
bhand. He had improved alittle alter the Doetor had
ordered milk, ato,, to be given to him. On the whole,
atill, it may be ecafely aaid, that the Passive Resisters
fared well. -

PAUCITY OF SBPACE A

I have stated already that our cell had space
anough to accominodate only fitty-one prigoners, and the
T game holds good with regard to the area. Liater on whenp
inatead of 51 thare wers 151 souls to be accommodated,
great diffioulty was felt. Thae Governor had to pitch
tents outside, and many had to go there., During our
last deye, about a hundred had to be taken out to sleap,
and back again the morning. The area space was too
gmall for thig number, and wae could pass our time thars
with great difficulty, Added to this was our evil inhorn
habit of epitting everywhere, which rendered the place
dirty. and there was the danger of disetse breaking out.
Fortunately our companions were amenabla to advioe,
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and assisted ue in  keeping the ocompound olean.
Sorapulous oare wag exersised in ingpeoting the area and
oriviess and this saved the inmates from disease, Every
one will admit that the Government was at fault in
inoarcerating such a large number in 8o narrow & space.
1f the room was insufficient, it was inctmbent on the
Government not to send so many there, and if the
gtroggle had beea ‘prolonged, it wonld not have been
poseible for the Goveroment to commit any - more fo this
pl'rieonl. '

READING

I have slready mentioved that the Governor had
allowed us ithe use of a table, with pen, ink, ete, We had
$he fras run of the priton library also. I had bakeo from’
gheras the works of Carlyle and tbe Bible, From the
Chinase Ianterprater, who used 6o come there, I had bor-
rowed the Kuran-e-Sharif translated into Eoglish, %peech-
es of Huxley, Oariyle’s Lives of Burnsy Johnson, and
Scoth, and Bacon's Essays. Of my own I bad taken the
Bhagavad-Gita, with Mam!nl Nathubbai’s Anuosatlona, '
soveral Tamil works,fan U;du Book f{rom the Mouiw
Sabib the writings ol Toiaboy. Raskin and Soorates.
Many of these I read or re-read in the jail. I used to
gtudy Tamil regularly, In the morning I used to read.
the Gita and ab nloon, mostly the Koran, In tha
evaniong I taught the Bible to Mr. Toretoon, who was a
Chinese Obristian, He wauted to learn English, and I
¢aught it to him through the Bible.

If I had been permitted to épand out my full period
I would have besn able to complete my translations of s
book each of Carlyle and Ruskin, 1 believe that as I

was fuolly cocupied in the study of the above works, i
1
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; would nob have hecome hreﬂ aven {f I had gat mors than

. two toonths ; not only that by 1 wonld have added nyes
tully to ray knowledge and ssudies, I would have paased

" a hapoy lile, helieving a8 I do that whosver hag a taste

for rending good books ig able to bear lonaliness in any

plage with great ease. 4

RELIGIOUS STUDY

Ia the West, we now gee, that, as & matter of {neb,
the Stata looka after the religion of all itg priconerd, and
henee, we find a Church in the Johanwesharg prison for
ite inmates, but it is provided to.meet only tha needs of
the Whites, who alone are ailowed ascess thareto, I ask-
ed for spacial permission for Mr. Foretoon and myself,
but the Governor told me it was oaly for White, Cheig-
tian prisoners. Ivery Sunday they attend i, and
pranchers of diffsrent denominationd give them religious
lessons there,

Saveral ‘missiouaries come in to convert the Kaffirs
also with speoial permission, There ig no Church for
them ! they sit in the open, Jews also have got their
preachers to look after them. It is only the Hindus and
Mahomedans whe are spiritually left uoprovided for.
There are not many Indian prisoners, it iy true, bub the
abgenos of any such provision for them is hardly credis-
able to them. The leaders of both communities should,
therefore, lay their heads together, and arrsnge for the
religions instruotion of tha membsrs of their community
in jail, aven if there be only aneaonviol, The preachers,
whether Hindus or Moulvis, should ba pure-hearted, and
they should be earaful nob to beeome thorns in the sides
of the cobviabsa. ) :
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All thab wag workh knowing hag bsea stm&erl abova,”
Todiang being placed on a lsvel with the Kaffirs is a facs

- whidb ealls for farther aansideration. 'Whils the White
aonvieta get a bedstead to sleep on, & tooth-brush to
olean thair teath, a towel to wipa their faces apnd hands,
and also a handkerchief, Tndians geb ‘nothiog, Why
#his distinotion ? ; i el

Wa should naver think thab this is nob a matter for
-our intarference, Is is these little things whioh sither
enhance our respesh or degrade us, Ao Aré.hiu_ book saya
that he who bas no seli=raspect has no religion. Nationa
have become great by gradually enhanoing their self-res-
peos. Belf-respect does not mean vanity or rashoesry bub
@ ghatie of mind whioh is prepared not to les go ua privi-
{ages simply oub of fear or idleness, Quae who hna raaily
his trueh in God atbaing to  seli-respeed, and Iﬂrmly
believe that one who has no trust in Him naver knows
what ia right, nor doas he know how bo do righb.

g

IT

- Bvety prigoner in tha jail oo getiing up in the morn«
ing is regnired 5o fold his own bedding, and to place it in
its praver place. Ho must finish his toilet by 6 o’olook
@od be ready bo sbard oub av the stroke of the hour,
The work begina at 7 o'olock. It is of various kiods.
The ground to be dug was very hard, It wag o he
worked upon with spades, and hence the work proved
%00 hard. Again, ib wae & very hot day., The place we
ware baken to wag abous n mile and a half from the jail;
Bach one of us started very well indesd. But ag ous of



 ua was used bo this kind of work, it was nob long before
| 'wa were quita done up, Aa the day advaneed, the work
seamed barder still, The warder was very siriot, He
used:bo ory oub evary now and theo, ¢go on, go on.’
This made the Indians quite nervous. I saw some of
them weeping, Qoe of tham had s swollen foob, Alk
this-caused ma a great deal of heart-burning, and yat on
every oooasion, [ veminded them of the @uiy, and asked
them to perform it as well as possible, with a good. bears,
aod without minding the words of the warder, I. felt
myaelf dons up ulaa. My hands were covarad Wltrh:_
bhabers and water was oozing oab of them. . oould .
hardly' bend the spade and feli the weight ol i as if ik
was quite a maownd. T prayed to God to uraserva my
hondur, to maintain my limbs intact, and to bestow on
mo sufficient strength to be able ko per!orm my allobted
$ack. Ttrusted to Him and wen$ on wnh my work
The Warder would somebimes remonstrate with me ab
an oocasional break required o geb over the {atigue. I
told hir that it was unvecessary (or him to remind me
of my duty, and that I was .prepared to go through as
muoh of it a8 was possible for me to do. Just then I
gaw Mr. Jhinabhai faint.....\While I was pouring water
o on Jhipabhai's bead, the followiop’ ocourred to. me.
Most of the Indians brusted my word, and submitted’
bhemselyes o imprisonmant.' If tha ‘advice that I hape
pened to offer them were erroncous, how much sin ¥
would bg sommitting in the eyes of God in tendering it
to them. They underwent all sorts of hardships: on
acoounb of that advice. With thisw thought in my mind,
I beaved a deep sigh, With God as my witnese, I rae
flaoted on the subjeot onee wmore, and was immediately
roagsored that it was all right,. 1 fels that the. advice
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thuﬁ I tendered to them was the only advice thrat T could

 under. the oircumsiances: Ia anbicipation’ of futare
happiness, it was' absolutely necessary thab we ' ehould
undergo the hardest trials and sufferings in the ficeb
instance, and that there was no reason bo be grieved ab
the lefitor, This was simply a fiv of ta‘inting, but even
il it was & oasa of death, how oould I offer’ any other
advice then whab I had already done? It ab once
ocourred o me thabt it was more honodrable for anybody
to die suffering in that mannors than ko aonhmue Hving
A llia of perpehnal anslavemena : s

* G L Sy e

‘At one time one of the warders came to 'zlne. and
agked ma to provide him with two' of his men to clean the
water-aloseta, I bhoughh that [ sould’ do nothing beﬁtar
than olean them myself and so I offered him my sarvioes,
 have no pa.ruluular dislika to that kind of work., Oa the
contrary, I am of opinion that we ought to get ouraalvee
asoustomad fo ib, , -

I was given a bad in & ward, where there were privois
pally Kaffir patients. Hore I passed the whole night in
groat misery and terror. T'did nobt'koow then that 1T
was to bebaken the next day to another osll that wag
caoupied by Indian prisoners. Fretbing that I would
e kept inoarcerated with such men, I gob very nervous
and terror=stricken, Aad yot I tried my best to recodcile
miyself to the idea that it was my duty to undergo tha
sufforings that may befall me. I read from the
" Bhagawad-Gita,"" that I had with me, certain verses
suited bo the ocoasion, and, on pondering over them, waa
goon reconciled to the situation, The chief reason why
¥ got nervous was that in the same room, there were a
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pumber of wild, murderous looking, vicious Kafliv and
Ohivese prigsovners. I did not koow their langaags. One
of the Kaffira began to ply rae with all sorts of guastions.
Ag/iar a8 I could gather, he seemed to be mooking mo
iudecently. I did not undarsband what bis questions
were and I kept quiats e then ssked me in his broken
Hoglish, "' Why have they brought you here ?' ¥ 1 gave
bim a very shorh reply and was again silent, He was
followad by cne of the Chinamen, He was worse than
the other. Ha approached my bed, and locked ak me
intently, I kept on my silence. Ea then proceeded
towards the above-mentioned Kaffir's bed, There thay
began to mock eaoh obher indeoently, and expose bheir
private parts. Both these prisonecs were probably there
for murder or highway robbery. How eould I enjoy .slqep-
alter saeing Shewe deadiul Mzmgs?

(At one time) as soon as I gob seated ab the water
oloseb thare to answer the oall of nature, a very wild and
musoculav looking Kaffie turned up, Hoa asked me fo geb
off {rom the seat, ane began to abuse me, I told bim I
would not ba long when he took hold of mae, and threw
me ouhaide. Fartunately, I wag able to  cateh hold of
ona of the doors, and to save raysell from a nasby fall.
This did not make me very nervous. I aimply walked
away with a amiling countenance. Buh one or two Indian
prisonors who happened to see the situation in which F
was plauéz_i, eould nob restrain themselves from shedding
Beary,




When on the 95th February | gob thres months bard
labour, snd cnce sgain embraced my brother Indians and
my gon in the Volksrust Jail, I little thought that I
should have had to say much in oconneation with my
third " pilgricoage” to the jail, but with many other
human agsumpbions, &his too proved to be false. My
sxperienos bhis ticne wae unique, and what I learnt there-
from I could nob heve learns sfter years of study. I
consider these three monthe invaluable. I saw wmany
vivid piobures of passive resistance, and I have become,
therelore, a more confirmed resister than what I was

three  months ago, For all this, I have to thenk the
Government of thie place (the Transvaal), i

Several officars bad bebted this that T should nohgah
less than six montbhs, My friends—oid and renowned

Iodians—my own son—bad got six montbg and so I too
was wishing that they might win tbeir bets. Still T had
my own "mia-givings. and they proved true, I got only
three mooths, that being the maxzimum under the law.

After going thers, I was glad to meat Messrs, Dawood
Mubammad, Rustamji, Sorabiji, Pillay, Hajura Sing, Lal
Bahadur Sing and otber 'fighters,” Ezoepting for about
$en all others were accoramodated in tents, pitehed in the

jail compound for sleeping, and the scene resembled a
camp miore than a prison, Kyvety one liked to sleep in
the tents. .

We were somfortable about our, meala. We used to
ocook ourselves as belors, and 8o sould cook aé we liked.
Wa were about 77 passive resisters in all. ¢

Those who were taken oub {or work had rathar
hard time of it, Tneroad near the Magistrate’'s Court
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bad to be built, 8o they bad to dig up stones, ote., and
oarry them, Aftar that wad finished thay were asked to °
dig up grass from tne schasl eompoand. Byt myostly
'!ihey did their work uhearfuily. B'u' bhraa days I was
glso thus sant out with the ' abans” (¢angs) bo wark, bus
in the meanwhils & wire was recaived that I wad nob to
be taken outside to work., I was dlaheartened ab thig as
I liked to move oud, becausa it improved may health and
exeroised 1oy body. Generally I hake bwo moals aday,
but in the Volksrust Jail, ot aceount of this axeroise I
felt hungry thrice. After this turp, I was given the work
of n sweaper, hut this Waa uaoiaas and afher & btime even
hbni was taken away.

o

WHY I Was Mabw TO LEAVE VOLKBRUﬂT?

I'T

Oa the 20d of March I heard that I «WAS. ordera& to
ba’sent to Pratoria, I was asked to bha raady ab onoe;
and my warder and I had to go o the shation in pelting
rain, walking on hard roads, with my luggage on my
bead, We Ieft by the evening hratn in 8 third olags
oarriage,

My remo val gave vise ha varloua snrmlses* ‘Some
thonght thab peaoa WAS near, nbhars, that after geparating
meé {rom my companions, Government intended bo op:
press me more, and soma others, that in ordar to gtifle
disoussion in the Honse of Commons if might be intend,
ad I:o give me greater liberty and convenienne, R

“ I did nob like bo leave Volksrust, as wa pasged
cur days .and nightsg p!eaaantly there talking- bo ona
another, ' Moasars. Ha;ura Sing and Joshi always puh us
qussblous, quasblona whioh wara neither-useless onor brir
vial, as they related. to soignoce and philosophy. How
would ana hlre to daava such nompany and sucb a camp .4
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 Bus it averything happened a8 we wished, we'should
1ot be ealled human beings, So T left the place guietly-
Baluting Mr. Kaji on the road, the warder and I got con-
fined in » compartment, It was very cold, and raining
oo for the whole night: I had my overcost with me
which T was permittad to use. I was given hread and
.oheese for my msals on the way, but as I had eatan
bafore I latt, I gave them to my warder, st

PRETORIA JAlL : THE BEGINNING

We resched Pretoria ob the 3cd, and found every=
thiog new. The jail was newiy built, and the men wera
gew, I was asked to eat but I had no inclination %o do -
80, Mealia maal porridge was placed before me. I tasted
4 spoonful oily and then left it untouchad. = My warder
wad surpriged at i6, but I told him I was not hungry, and
he stniled, Then I was handed over to another warder.
He said, '* Gandhi, take off your cap.”” Idid so. Then
he askad, ''Are you the soun of Ganihi?" T eaid, ‘No,
my son is uadergoing six months' imprigonmant at
Volkerust.” Fa then confined mea in a gell, - I began to
walk forwards asd backwards in iti Ha saw it from ths
watioh-hole in the doo¥, dnd exclaimed, ' Gandhi, don's
walk about like that, Io spoils my’ floor,” I stoppeds
and sidod in a corner, duietly.” I had nothing to read
.@ven, ag I had nob yet got my books. I wasconfined ab
about eight; and at ten I was tdken tc the Daotor. Ha
only asked me if I had any eontagious disease, nnd then
allowad e to go. I was'then internsd in a small roGum
ab eldven wherd I pasaed my whols time. Ts seemed to
be a wvell made for one prifonbr only. Itd dimensgione
ware about 10x7T feed, The floor was of blavk pitoh,
whish the warder tried to keep shining. Therowas only
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"\ ﬁyﬁ smail glass windaw, barred with iron bars. for ligh

“and air. Thera was slectric light kept to examine the
inmates ab night, It was not meant for the use of the-
brisoners, ae it wae nob strong encugh to enable ons o
resd. When I went and stood very near it, I eould read
only u largevtype book, Ttig pub oub ab eight, but is
again pub on five or six timee during the night, to snable
tha warders to look aver the privoners, through the
wadlah-holes. | |

. Aiter eleven the Deputy Grovernor cama and I made
. these requests to him ! for my books, for permiseion bo
. write u letter to my wife who was ill, and for a smalk
. bench to sit on, For the firet, he said, be wonld consider
_. for the second, I might write, and for the third, no.
Alterwards I wrote out my leter in Gujarati and gave it
to be posted. He endorsed on it, that I should wrike it in.
Boglish, [ said, my wife did not know Englizh, and my
letters wero a great sourcs of & somfort fo her, and thab

1 bad nothing special to writa in them, 8till I did not
got the permission; and I declined to write in Haglish.
My books were given to me in the eyening. "
My mid-day meal | had to take standing in my oall

with olosed doore. At Shree, I asked leave for a bath,
The warder said, ' All right, but you had better go thare
after undressing vyoursell.” = (The place was 125 feet
distans from my woell), I said, if there was no speciak
object in my doiug so, I would put my olothes on the
ourtain there and take my bath. Ha allowed ib, but esid,

« Do not delay: Hven before I had alsaned my body, he
shouted out,” "‘Gandhi, have you done?” I said, "1
would do 4o in a minute.” I could rarely see the face of

an Indian,  In the eveniog I got a blanket and a ooir
ma$ bto sleep on but neither pillow nor plank, Even
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\”‘w/ _anawering a oall of nahure, I was being wntohed by
& warder. It he did not happen to'know me, he would:
ory ous, ‘' Sam, oome out.” But Ham bad gob the b&ﬁ
habit of takiog bis full bimes in auch & oondition, 80 how
conld be get up ab once? If he were o do so, he wonld
not be easy, Soraetimes the warders and somstimes the
Kaffirs wonld peep in, and at simea wouid sing ouby ' gob
up., The labour given to me nexs day wasg to polish the
floor and:the doors. The latter wers of varnighed iron,
and whﬂ.t polich gould be brought on.themn by rubbiog !
I speod threa hours on each door rabbing, bub fonnd
them unohanged, the aame as befars.

: FoOD Al :
The food wag in keeping with the above conditions..

e

I knew that no gheo was given with rice in the
evening, sud I had thought of remedying the defect, ¥
gpoke t0 the. Ohiel Warder, but he said, ghes was o be.
given only on Wednesdays ard Sunday poons in place of
msab; and if its further supply were pesded; I should see.
the Dootor. “Next day I applied to see him and I was
taken $o him.

I requested him to order out for all Indians ghee in
place of fab. The Chief Warder was present and he add-
ad that Gavdhi’s request was not proper. Till then many
Indians had used both {at and teat and that those who-
objacted to fab, wers given dry rive, which they ate with-
out avy objsction ; that the passive resisters had also
done 80, and whan they were released, they left with
sdded weight, The Dootor asked me what I bad to say
to bhat. I replied that I conld nob quite swallow the story,
but speaking for myself, I should spoil my health, if X



