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“were compa!led to take rice withoub ghee,' Then he aaid

“tor yon spaoinlly. T would order braad o bé given, e ¥
#aid, “thank you, but I had vob spplied for myaalf alone. '
and [ would nob be able to take bread for mygelf alone,
il ghea was nrdared bo be given to all others," Tha

Dootor said, *' Then you should not find fault wrhh me,
uow.ll A i

..‘L

I agnin petitioned and 1 oama to learn thab the food
regulahlona would uhimahe!y be 'mnda ag in Nasal, f
eriticised that also ‘and gave the ressens why p unuld noi
{or myself alona asbeph ghea At 'Tagh, whan in all aboub,
-a month and a half had alapsed, 1 gob a reply sbating thab
wheraver thaere wers many, In:&mn prigsoners, ghee would
‘invariably be Riven. Thus it migbt be gaid that after a
‘month and & half I broke my fagh, and for the lash month
4 was able to take ‘rice, ghea and bread. Bat I took no
dbreakfast and'ab noon, when pap was doled ous, I'hardly
fook ten spoonfals, as every day it was diffsrently prepar+
«ad. "Buatstill T got good nourigbhment from the bread
and rice, and 86 my haalth iraproved: T may so,because
when I used to eat onca only, it had broksn down, I had
dost all gtrength, and for ten days | wad sqﬁ'ﬂ‘ering from a
severe ache in hall of my forehead. My chost too had
ghewn sympborhs of heing affeated. k|

I had told many passive résisbers that, if they lofb
jail with spoiled health, they would be eousiderad wanbe
ing in the right ¢pirit,  'Wae musb turn our prisons intd
palaces so that when Tfound my own health gatting rain«
@d X felv Apprehensive lest I should have to goioud lor that
veason, ‘It has to ba remembered ‘that I had not availed
dnyeelf of the order for ghab mada in m§ favour, so. thih
thore was s chanoe of my health [gatking affacted, (bull
¢hid'doss nob apply in the oage bf others; as it ié open t6



| GANDHI'S RHIRD JAIL BIPERIMNCES 178 @L

Cindividial prigonar, when bre ig in jail; ko have soms.
gpeocial order mada in hls fn.vour and thna ‘preserve his
haalth £ |

OTHER UHANGES

I have said that my Warder wag harsh in his ﬁaa.l-- !
ings with me, But this did not Insb lang, Whee he saw
that I' was ﬂghhmg with the Government about {ood &o,,
by obaylng his orders unreservedly, he uhnngea hlB Qo0
duab’ hnd allowed me ‘to do ad I liked, Thla reraovad
my diffioultien about bach, Iatrlnu, &,V Hb became wo’
considerate that he soarcely allowed it to be seen that bat
ordered me to do anything, The man who ‘guoceeded

. 'him was like a Pagha and be was always avzioug to
work after my oconveniences, Ha said, "' T love those
who fight for their community, I mayseli am such &
fighter, and T do not consider you ko be a oonviot.,”!  He:
thus used to comfort me, :

Again, ths benoh which was refused in the beginning
was sant ta me, by the Chief Warder himself, after some
days: In the meanwhile I had raceived bwo raligious
books for reading from ‘(General’ Smuts. Feom this I
concladed that the hardship I had to uddergo weare "due,
not to hig expresa orders, bus b0 the carelessness and in-
difference to himself and others, and also becauss the.
Indians wers eonuidered to ha like Kaffirs, The only
objaeat of igclating me appaared to be to prevent my
talking with others. Affier soma trouble I got permission.
for tho use of a notesbook and penoil.

-

THRE VISIT OF THE DIRECTOR

Bafore T was taken to Pretoria, Mr. Lichenstein had
seen me with special permission. He had ocome to sas.
on office business, but be asked me how I wae, &o 1

*
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" wag nob willing bo'anawer him on the point, but he pres-

sed me. So I said, " I will not tell you all, bub I will
gay thiz much, thab they treat ma ocruelly, General
"Smuts by this means wants me to. give in, bub that
would never be, s [ was prepared to undergo whatever
bofsil me, that my mind was ab peaces bub thabt you
‘should publigh, thig. After coming out, 1 myselt would
‘dogo,” He commuuaioated it to Mr, Polak, who not
being able to keep ib o himself in his turn spoke o
others) and My, David Polak thereupon wrote to Lord
‘Helborne and an inquiry was held, The wardor Game .
for that purpose and 1 spoke to him the very words.
-eab out above. I also pointed oub the defects, whioch I
have mentioned in the beginning, Thereupop, after ten
days be sent me a plack for bed, & pillow, a night shirb
and a hardkerchief, which I took, In my memorial to
‘him I had asked him 6o provide bthis gsonvenienae for ail
Indians, Raally epeaking, in this respeot Indians are
golter than the whiles, and they ocannot do without

. pillows,
HANDCUFPS

The opinion I had come to, in consequence of my
“greatment in jail in the beginnivg, was confirmed by
"what happened now. About four days after T raceived
a witness summons in Mr. Pillay’s cage. 8o I was taken
o Court, I was manacled thie time, and the Wardsr
fook no time io putting on the bandouffs;r 1 think thig
was doue uninteationally. The Chief Warder had seen
me nad from him I had obtained leave to. oarry a book
‘with me, He seemad to be undsr sha impression that I
-wag ashamed of the manacles, and so I had asked
_peimission bo oarry a book, and hence he asked ms to
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Elﬂ e hook io my. hiﬁdﬁ'}n;euch a way ag bho conoeal
the hardouffs, Tnis made me swile, as I waa feeling
honoured in thus hamg manacled, Toe book that T was
“uarrying was oalled, " Tae 0001‘5 of God is in Thair
Mind.” I thought thia a happy ooincidenae, hacause j 1
'thrmghb whab hardshipa might troubla me exbternally, il I 0
wers guch as to make God live in my heart, whas should
T ocare for the hardships? 1 waa thus taken oo foot,
hsndeuffed, to Court. :

' LESSONS OF PASSIVE RESISTANUH

Sorae of the above datails might be eonsidered trivial,
but my main objaot in setting thom oub hag been that to
minor a8 well a8 inaportant matbars you oan apply the
principles of resistance. I oalmly acquissoed in all tha
tronbles, badily given to me by the warder, with the
reeuls that nobt only was I able to remain oalma and
quiet, but thab he himsalt had to' remave them in the
end. If I had opposad him, my strengih of mind would
have become weakened, and I could not have doue these
mora impoctant thinga thab I had to do, and in the
bargain made him my enemy. )

My food diffisulsy also was solved at Iast basansa 1
resiatad, and underwent suffaring in the beginning,

Thne greatest good [ derived from bhese suffarings
was that by undergoing bodily hardshivs I ecould see .
my mental strengih elearly inoreasiog, and it is even now
maintained, The experisngs of the last three montha
has lofs ma more than ever prepared to undergo all such
thardships with easa, I feal that God helps asuch
eonsoiantions objeotors, and in pubting them to the tasy,
Ha only burdens thers with such suffarings as they ean
bear.
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WHAT I READ

The tale of my happinesa or unhabpineﬂa is now ab
av end, &mougsh the mavy bensfita I rescived in these
three monthe, ons was the opportunity I got to read, Ay
tho stars, I must admib, I fell into moods of despond-
enay and thovghtfulness while reading, and was aven
tired of these hardahlps. aqd my mind played antios llk&
& monkey, Such a state of mind leads many towards
luoney, bub, in my case, my books saved ma. Thay made
up in a large mensure for ‘the losd of ‘the soelety of my
Indian brethreo, I always gob about shree hours to read.
' Bo that I was able to go through about thirty books,
and con over others, which oomprised Eoglish, Hindi,
Gujarathi, Sanekrit and Tamil works, Oat of these, |
oongider Tolatoye' Emerson's and Qarlyle’s worth mon-
t_lbning. The two former related to religion, I had bor-
rowed the Bible from the jail. Tolstoy’s books are a0
simpla and easy that any man can study and profis by
them, Agpin he is a man who practices what he preaches;
and hevce his writings inepire great confidence, -

Carlyle’s French Revolution is written in a very
effcolive style. It made me think that from the "White
Nations we could bardly learn the remedy to remove the
present miseries of Iadia, heoause I am of opiniona tha
the Hrench people have secured no spaula! henefiss by
their Revolution. This was what Mszzini thought too.
Thoere is a great confliot of opivion sbout this, whieh it
is baraly proper to mention here. Hven there I saw soma-
instances of passive resistance,

@ The Swamiji }ad eent me Gujarati, Hindi and Sang-
krit bocke, Bhat Keshavram bad sent Vedasabdasankhiljae
and Mr, Motilal Dovan, the Upanighads. I also resd the
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\%*\*:%?ﬂsmrih the Ramayann Sar, published in Pheoonix,
the Patanjal Yog Darshana, she dhnik Prakash of Na-
thuramji, the Sandhya Qulika given by Professor Parwa-
vand, the Phagavad (ita and the worky of the late Kavi
8hri Rajohandra, This gave me much food for thought,
The Upanishads produced ip me great peacefulness, One
sentenoe specially has struck to me. It meane; " whatever
thou dost, thou shoulda# do the enme for the good of the
sonl,” The worda are of great imporfance and daserw
great consideration too.

Bus I derived the greatest satizfaction from she
writings of Kavi Shri Rajchandra. Io my opinion  they
are such as should a%tract universal balief and popularity,
His life was a8 exemplary and high as Tolstoy's. I had
learnt some pagsages from them and from the Sandhya
book by heart and rapeated them ab night while lying
awake, KEvery morning also for half an hour I used to
think over them, and repsat what I had learnt by bears,
This kept roy mind in a state of oheerfulness, night and
day. If disappointment or despair attacked me ah himes,
I would think over what I bad read and my heart would
tostantly become gladdaned, and thank God. . . , I
would only say, that in this world goad books make up
for she absense of good esompanions, so that ali Indians,
if they waat fc live happily in jail, should agouabom them-
selves to reading good basks.

MY TAMIL STUDIES

What the Tamila have done in the struggle no other
Todian community has done, So I shought that if for no
obher reascn than to ghow my sincere gratelulness to
thowm, I should seriously read sheir books, Ho I spout the

fasb month in ahtanhlvaly studying their language, Tha
i%
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more L atudied, the wora I felb ite beauties. It is an in-
teresting and sweebt language, sud from ity eonatruebion
and from what I read, I saw that the Tamils counted in
their roides, in the past and even wow, many intelligent,
olaver and wise persons. Again, if there is to be ons na-
sion in India, those whao live outsida the Madras Presis
denoy, must know Tamil.
THE END

I wish that the rasult of the peruaal of these expeari-
ences would be that he who knows not what patriotism
is wonld learn ity and after doing 80, become a passive
resisters and he who is 8o already, would be confirmed
in his atsitude, I also get more and more convinoed thab
he who does nobt know his true dubty or religion would
never know what paflriotisam or [eeling for one's own
gountry ig,




Passive Resistance

HOW THE IDEA ORIGINATED

T answer to a question put to him by the Rew,
Joseph Dole, his biographer, as to the birth and avolution
of this principls so for as he was concerned, Mr. Gandhi
wveplied as follows: —

“ 1 remember , ' he said,’’ bow ops verse of a
Gujarati poeny, which, as & child, T learned at school,
oluug to me, Io subatance it was thisi— &

' It a man gives you s drink of water and you gwe
hita a drink in returp, that is nothing, -

Raal beauty consiste in doing good againss evil.”

"A¢ a ohild, thiz vegse had s pawerful influeace over
me, and I tried to oarry it inbo prackios. Then osme '
the 'Sarmon oo the Mounb,''

“Bat, " said 1, ‘' surely the Bhagavad-Giia came
fieat 2"

"No,” e replied, ' of wourse I knsw tha Bhagavad-
‘@ita in Sanskrit tolerably well, but T had not made its
teaching in that partionlar a study, Ibwas the New
Tostament whioh really awakensd me to the rightness
and value of Passive Resistance. When I read in the
‘SBermon on the Mount' susch passages as ‘Resist nob
him thab is evil but whosoever smiteth thee on thy righb
aheak turn t¢ him the other also ' and 'Liove your eng=
mies and pray for them that persecute you, thab ye may
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overjoyed, and found my own opinion sonfirmed where T
least expaoted ib. The Bhagavad G@ita deepened the
impression, and Tolskoy’s 'Tha Kingdom of God is
Within You’ gave it a permanent form,"

Tolstoy, Ruskin, Thoreau and the Passive Resistance
Movement in Hngland ' had proved an object lesson, mot
oniy to him but lo his people, of singuler force and in-
tarest.’ Mr. Qandhi's ideal 'is not so much to resist evil
passively; it has ils active complimeni—io do good in
voply to evil.”" In answer to Rev. Joseph Doke, he satdt—

, I do not like the term "' passive resistance.”” It faile
bo convey all I mean. It desoribes a method, bub gives
‘no bink of the systema of which it is only part. Real
beauty, and that is my aim, ig in doing good ngaiasb evil.
Sii), I adopt the phrase hecause ib is well-known, and
ensily understood, and because, ab present, tha greab
majoriby of my people can only grasp that idea, - To wae,
the ideas which underlie the (Gujarati hymn and the
S rooon on the Mount” should “ revolutionise the whole

¥

«of dife,

SOUL FORCE », PHYSIOAL FORCE:

The advaniages of soul-force against physical force
are well pictured by Mr, Gandhi n the following

words ;==
Passive resistance is an  all-gided swerd ; it oan he
used suyhow ; it blesees hira who uses ib and him againet
whom it is used wishout drawing a drop of bloed ; it pro=
gduces far-reaching resulta, Tb pever rusts and cannob be
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gbolan, Compesition baﬂwaen pagaive resigbars does not '

exhanat them, The aword of passive _raaishnnoe does nob

raquire a soabbardjand one eannot be foreibly dispossess-

od of i,

[EET

THE ORIGIN OF THE MOVEMENT IN SOUTH
AFRICA

A § to how the movement originated in South Africa,
viere 18 Mr. Gandhi's statement 1~
Home years ago, when I begac to take an aotive
‘part in the publio life of Natal, the adoption of this
maethod ancurred to me as .the besh courae to pursuea,
sbould petitions fail, bub, in the then unorganised eon-
dition of our Indian community, the attempd geemed
useless, Hare, howevar, in Johaoneshurg, when tbe
Asiatio Registration Aok was introdnoced, the Indisn cowm-
munity was so deeply sbirred, and so knit together in a
sommon determionation to rasist it, that the moment
#eemed apportune  Somse aoction they would take; it
sesnaed to be best for she Colouy, and alsogether right,
what their aoticn should not take a riotous form, bufb
that of Passive Rasistanca. Thaey had no vote in Par-
1lament, no hope of obtaining redress, no one would lis-
ten to btheir complainte, The Ohrigtian churohes wera
indifferant, so I proposed this pathway of sutfering, and
after muoh disoussion, it was adopted, In September,
19086, there was a large gathering of Indians in the old
Empire Toeatre, when the position was thoroughly ia.us'd.
and, under fthe inspiration of desp feeling, and on tha
proposal of one of our leading men, they swore a solemn
oabh commitbing themaselves bo Passive Rasiatauoe,



THE GENESIS OF PASSIVE RESISTANCE.

In an address that Mr. Gandhi delivered before an
audience of Furopeans at the Qermision (Transvaal)
Literary and Debating Society in 1908, he said :—

Passive resistance was & misnomer. But the exprea--
aion had been accepted as it was populay, and had been
for a long time used by those who oarriad oub in praobioce
the idea denoted by the termx. The idea wag more com=-
pletely and hatter expressed by the term '‘soul-force.” Ag
such, it wae as old ag the human races Active resis-
tanoe was batter expressed by tha term '’ body foroe.”
Jegus Christ, Daniel and Soorabes represented the purest.
forra of passive resistance or soul-force. All these
teachers vounted their bodies as nothiog in comaparison
§o their sonl. Tolstoy was the best and brightest (mo-
dern) exponent of the doctrine, He not only expounded
it bub lived aooordiog to it. In Indis, the dootrine was
understood and commonly practised long before it came-
into vogue in Burope. It was easy to see thab soul forece-
was infinitely superior to body force. 1f people in crder
to sesure redress of wrongs, resorted to soul force, much
of the p resent svffering would be avoided. In any case-
the wielding of this foroe never caused suffering to.
others. So tbab, whevever it was misused, it only in-
jured the users, aund not those againgt whom it was uged,
Tike virtue, ib was its own reward. There was no sush
thing as failore in the use of this kind of foree. " Re~
gish not svil "’ mesnt that evil was nob to be repelled by
gvil, bub by good ; in othe: words, physical force was 6o
be opposed nob by ite like bubt by soul force. The



game-iden ware ezpressad in IYondian philosophy by
the expression, ' freedom from injury to every living
thing,"" The oxercise of this doatrine involved physical
suffering on tha part of those who praoctised it, Bub
ib was & known faot that the sum of suoh suffering was
greater rather than less in the world.  That being so, all
that was neoessary for those who recognised the
immeasurable power of soul {oree, was congoiouely and
deliberately fio acoeph physical sufferiog ag their lot, and
when this was done, the very suffering became a source
of joy to the suffarer, It was quite plain thal pasgsive
resistance thus undarstood, wae infinitely guperior to
physioal foros, and that it required greater courage than
the latter. No traneition was, thaerefore; possible from
paszive resistance to aotive or physioal resistance.

. Ths only condition of a suocessful use of this foree
was a racogoition of the existence of the sovl as apart
from the body, and its permanent and superior nature.
And this recognition paust amount 5o a living {aith and
nob & mere intellectual grasp.

PASSIVE RESISTERS IN THE TOLSTOY
- FARM '

Writing to a friend from the Tolstoy Farm, where
he was living with a number of passive resisters’ families,
My, Gandhi says, touching manual labour i—

I prepare the bread that ie required on tha larm, The
general cpinion about it ia that ib is well made. Manilal
and a faw others have learnt bow to prepare it, Wa pub

in no yeast and no_baking power. We grind our own

'PASSIVE RESISTHRS IN THE TOLSTOY FARM LBB@L
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" wheat, We have jush preparsd some marmalads from
" tha oranges grown on the farm, T have also learud how
%o prepare doromal coffes. Ib can begiven as a beverage

aven to babies. The passive resisters on the farm have
given up the uue of tea and ooffas, aad takan to coromel
ooffee propared on the fara. Ib is made from whasb

. which is firab baked in a certain way and thea ground,

Wae intend to sell our surplus peoduobion of the abovae

three arbioles to the publin Iater on. Jush ab present, we

ars working as labonravs on the construotion wark that
is going on, on the farm, and have nob time to prodacas
more of tha articles above~montioned than wa nsad for
ourselves.

‘A LESSON TO INDIA

Myr.. Gandhs wrote these lines inm reply to the Rep.
Joseph Dolka, his well-known biographer, who had ineitsd
him to send @ message to his countrymon in India with
véference to the unmrest in 1909 i—

The struggle in the Tranavanl is not without its in-
tarest for India, Wa are engaged in raising men who
will give a good aceount of themselves in any part of the
world, We have undaertaken the aﬁruggle on the follow-
ing assumpbions (—

(1) Passive Resisbance is always infinitely suparior\
%o physieal foree.

(2) Thera is no inherent barrier batwean Hlaropean
and Indian anywhere,

(3) Whatever may have baen ithe mobives of the
British rulers in India there ia a desire on the part of thg
Nation ab Iarge to see shat justios is dona, It would be a
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waldmiby to bl_"Bﬁk.l fhe _'.'a_apn'_-gah'ion betwaan the British

' pabple and ths poopla of India.  If we ara treated sasg,

or asgart our right to be traated ag, free men, whether in
 India or elsewhara, the conneation bebween the British
geopls and the paopla of India cannot only be mutnally
beneficial, bub ig caleulated to be of enormous advantaga

" 43 the world religionsly, and, tharafore, sogially and poli-

bically. In my opinion, each Natmn is the oomplemenh of

_ the other, T ) stia )

- Pasdiva Rosistanoce in connesation with the Tranavaal
attuggle I should bold justifiable on the strength of any
of these propositions, I8 may be a slow ramedy, nob
only for our ills in the Teansvanl, but for all the political
and other troubles from which our people suffer in Indija,

A MESBAGE TO THE CONGRESS

The followmg message to the Congress was puaiashed
0 the Indian Raviaw for December, 1909 1~='

You have sabled me for a message bo hhé forthoom~
ing Congregs. I do not know thiat I am at all compatont
to seud any message. Simple ocourhesy, however, da-
mands that I should say somethiog in reply to your cable,
‘Ab she present moment I am unuble to thiok of any-
thing bub the task immediately before me, namely, the
abruggle thab is going on in the Transvasl. I hope our
eountrymen throughout India realise that i§ ig -n-a‘biaual'
in its aim, in that 16 has been undertaken to sava -Iu\d'm'al )
honour. I may be wrong, but I have nob hesitated pale'
lioly fo remark that it is the greatest atrnggle of modath
times, beosuse ib is the purest ag well in ite goal as in it



PASSIVEL RESISTANCE @L

%ehhbﬂa. Qur countrymen in the Transvaal are fightiog
for the right of ocultured Indiavs to enter the Trangvaal
in common with Huropeans, Ian this the fighters
have no personal interesbt to sarve, nor is thers any
material gain to acerue to anybody afber the above-
mentioned right (which has for the first time in Coloniak
Logislation been taken away) is restored. The sons of
Hindustan, who are in the Trangvaal, are showing that.
they are capable of fighting for an ideal, pure and simple.
The methods adopted in order to sepura relief are aiso:
equally pure and equally simple. Violence in any shape
or form is entirely eschewed, They belisve thab seifs
suffering is the only trup and effsctive means to prooure
lagting reforms, They endeavour to meet and conquer
hatred by iove, They oppose the brute or physieal force
by soul foree. They hold that loyalty to ap eartbly
sovereign or an earthly constitation is subordinate.
to loyalty to God and His constitution. In interpreting
God’s constitution through their conscience they admit
thab they may possibly be wrong, Henoes in reeisting or
disregarding those man-mude laws whigh they conaider to-
be inconsistent with the aternal laws of God, they auue.p!l-
with resiguation the penalties provided by the former,.
wod trust to the workiog of time and to the best in
human nature to make good their position. It they are
wrong, they alone suffer, and the established order of
things oonbinues, Ia the proosss, over 2 600 Indians or
nesarly ona-half of the resident [ndian popuiation, or ona-
fifth of the possible Indian population of the Trapsvaal,
have suffered imprisonment, ocarrying with it berrible:
bardsbips. Some of them bave gone fo gacl again and
sgain, Many families have been impoverished, Beveral
merchants have acoepted privation rather than surrender
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’r manhood, Inoidentally, ths Hindu-Mshomedan
vroblera has been solved in Soubh Africs, Wa realive
there that the one cannot do without the other.“Mahoma..
dans, Parsees and Hindus, or taking them provineially.
Bevgalees, Madrasces, Punjabis, Afghanigtavees, and
Bombayites, have fought shoulder tc shoulder,.

1 venture to suggast that a a-tiuggle duch aa bhis iy
worthy of cocupying the best, if nob, indeed, the exolu,
sive abtantion of the Coogress. If it bo vob impartinent [
would like to distinguish between this and the other items
on the programme of the Congress. Tha opposition to tha
inws or the polioy with which the other items deal does:
noh involve any material suffering ; the Congress activity
consista in a mental aftibude withont oorresponding ao-
sion. To the Transvaal oase the law and the poliny it
enunociates being wrong, we disragard ib, and therefore
consaiously and deliberately suffar material and phyaiaal
injury ; aotion follows, and corresponde 0, our menbal
attitude. If the view bere submitted be oorreqt, it will be-
allowed that in asking for the best placs in the Congress
programume for tha Transvaal question, I have not been
unreadonable. May [ slso suggesh thab in pondarmg over
and concentrating our akbtention upon passive resishianos
such as bag boen described nbove, we wonld perchance
find out thas, for the many illi we suffer from India,
pudsive resistanca ia an infalliable panacen. It is worthy
of aarsful study, and I am sure it will be forand that it ig
the only weapon thst is suited to the genius of our people-
and our land, which is the nursery of tha moat ancient
religions and has very little 6o learn from modern civili-
zabion-—a civilization based on violence of tha blackest
tvpe, largely a negation of the Divine in man, and which
is, rushing headlong to its own ruin.
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The following 4s an Enghsk rendering from ijaa
wati, originally | published in the " Iodian Review”
Jer Nov.-Dee,, 1911 1— ; : W

Very oftén wa some aaross Iadians who question
the utility of pagsive 'resistance as carried on in thia
~ponntry (Bouth Africa). They say that what our pavple
hiave gob a3 a resulb of the terrible sufferings in tha jails
and oubside is some proposed modifisation in the Ymmige
‘yation Linw, which they cannot understand, and whioh ie
hardly likely to be of any practical valus to them. Tha-
“meximum gain from the struggle, acsording to their ?IGW'
48 that thereby n few vary highly-educated Iudins who
.are least likely to be of any use to them will fHod it
 posaibla to enter the aountry. For tha edifieation of those
wbo hold the above view, we proposa to give a shorh
sgummary of the gains thereof.

That thereby the Indian community eould preserve
itg nabional self-respect: according fo oue proverh, ona
~who aan preserve his gell-regpech van presarve averybhing
-elge. /

Thab theveby she Rsgistration Aab of l907 hag gon
to ba swepb off the sbabtube book. :

That therahy the whole of India bscame asqguaainted
svibh our digabilities in this country,

That through it other nasions beoame aoguainted
-wvish our grisvanced and began to appreciate ug better,

That by it was brought about the prohibition of
Indian indenbured labour to Natal by she Indian Govern-
wment,
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That the abruggla helned to bring aboub some

desirable modifieation in  the Licensing Law of

Natal,

That it brought aboub bl dtsalloﬁauae of thae Ragie—
fration Liaw of Rhodesia which was framed on the same
basie as that of the Transvaal,

That it brought about the disallowance of the mosh-
obuoxious Licensing Liaw of Natal. Any one who
doubts this statement had better refer vo the despatch of”
the Ioperial Government disallowing the Act and the,
roagons for such disallowanos,

That but for the struggle the athsr Coloviesin Somh-
Alrioa would have passed Immigration Resgtriotion Liaws.
gimilar 60 the law in the Transveal.

That bub for the struggle, the Transvaal Lagislature
wonld have passed other Anti-Asiatio Liaw ag barsh as.
the Jmmigration Restriction Liaw.

That the struggle brought about the repeal of the
Railway Regulations  which differentiated between the.
white and the coloured people aund that they are now
applioable to all equally,

That it is & master of common knowledge bhah thys.
Transvaal Registration Law of 1907 was the first of a.
geries of Anti-Asiastio Liaws thab were proposed bo ba-
added %o the atabtute book. The unanimous opposition of |
the Indians to this law, however, defierred the Travavaal.
Government from taking up she other legislation.

That it brought into existance & committes consist~
ing of Buaropeans under the presidency of My, Hoeken
whioh oould nobt have come into exisssnge obhsrwisa,
This committas ig likely to be useful %o Indr b A
fubure struggle, AR

&
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: That besides those who have aleeady joined the
-oomuibtes, it has ereated, in a greab many ofher Europs-
‘808, fealings of sympathy and regard for Ladians. '
That thereby the Indian community has gained &

great deal of prestige and that those Buropeans who be:
fore the struggle used to treat Indians with sontempt,

‘have been taught fo show them due regard and oongide-
wration, .
That the Glovernment now fesls that the atrength
‘whioh ig in us is unconquerables.

Thab the majority of the Indians  domisiled in  the
-country showed themselves gquite cowardly belore tha
struggle. It has, bowever, given them more vigour and
oourage. Those who were afraid even to whisper before
that time, are now boldly epeaking out their minds as
nen:

That whereas before the struggle, there was no
‘Woman's movement in Johannasburg, now there is a
-olass openad under Mrs. Vogle who gzves her gervioes
free to the cummunity.

Toab jail life which sesmed 3o dreadfal to Indiane
‘hefore the struggle, is no longer terrifying to them .

That although on ascount of the straggle, My,
“Cacha.’a and others bave lost almost all their aarthiy
pbosgessions, they feel thad ag & consequence thdreof,
‘they have sequired much strength of mind and charactar
which they could nob have purahaved with any amounts
-of mouey and whieh nothing but the actual struggle
-could havae isfused into shem.

Thah Lub for ha struggle, the Indian com. nunity

T “yontinued to remain ignoranh of tha iuob that
bl iection theraof, there ware men and women
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T *who wers greal aasahs to this people, and who would do

«oredit to any oummuniby,

That tha sbtruggle; which brought about the
TPTransvaal Law of 1908, revived tha righbs of hundreds of
Indians who had left the country during the great war,

That the Indian community now etands before the

world fully acquitted of all chargas of fraud which wera
Jevelled against them before the present rettlemens,

Thot the withdrawal of the Bill introduced in the
Union Parliament exempting Europeans frecm the pay-
ment of the poll-tax in Natal is one of the freshest ip-
gtances showing the dread the authorities have of a
dresh passive resigtavce struggle on the part of Indians,

That the struggle made Ganeral Smuts ressind his
.own orders on thres and the Imperial Government on
two different oocasions.

That batore the struggle, all laws wused to be framed
againgh us independently of us and what we thought of
them, but that since the struggle the authorities are
obliged to take our views and feelings into their oonsi-
deration apd they oertainly show more regard to them.

That as a consequence of the struggle, the prestigs
of the Indian community stands on a muech higher level
than ever belore, Beatter this than the riches of the
whole world,

That the eommunity has demonstrated to the world
the invulnerability of ' Truth,”

Thab by kesping its full faith in God the community
has vindicated the glory of Roligion. ' Where there is
truth and where there ie religion, there alous is vistory,”

. On bestowing more thought on the question and
looking at it from its various baarings, one can find much
more to 8ay ag to tha fraits tharest, than what ha3 basa

L,
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. stated above.  Thaelash on the list, however, I8 insom-
- parably the beat of them all, Such & groat fight oconld
not have been oarried on suooessfully wishout fully trust-
iog in God. He was our only prop all that time. Those
who pub their implicit faith in Himy ocannot but reach
their aims, The struggle wili not have begn  earried on
in vaio, if, ag a result of i5, wa shall have lsaratto pub
etill more trust io Hio, ' |



q

The Champaran Enquiry

LABOUR TROUBLE IN BEHAR .

_ For many years past the relations of landlords and
tenants and the circumsiances attending the cultivation of
mdigo n the Champaran Distriot have not besn satisfage
tory. In response to an insistent public demand to inguire
wmio the conditions under which Indian labourers work
tn tha Indigo Plantations, Mr. Gandhi arvived at Muzaf-
farpur on the 15th April, 1917, whence he took the midday
srain for Molihari. Neat day he was served with a notics
to quit the District " by newt available train as his pra-
gence,” the notice announced " wili endonger the publia
peace and may lead to serious disturbance which may be
accompansed by loss of life)” Mr. Gandhi replied ;-

Whith refarsnee to the ordar ander Ses. 144, Cr. P,
(., juat served upon me, I beg to stata that I aro sorry
that you have feit oalled upon to issue ity and I am
porry too that the Commissioner of the Divigion has
totally wmis-interpreted my position. Onb of a sense of
publio responsibility, [ feal it to bs my duty to say thas
I am unable to leave this distriot, bub if it so pleases the
authorities, I shall submit to the order by suffering the
penalby of disohedience. _ :

1 mocst emphatiosliy repudiate the Commissioner's
suggestion bhat ' my objeos is likely to be agitation.! My
desire is purely and simply for' genuine searoh for

13 ; '
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knowladge ' and this I shall continne to satisly 8o long
ag I am left free.

Mr. (Jandhr appeared before the Magistrate on the
18th instant and read the fal&awmg statemaent before the
Jourt t—

With the permission of the Court [ wonld like to
make a bnet shahamanh ghowing why I hays  taken tha '
very sarious atop of seemingly disobaying the order mada
mader 8. 144 of the Cr P. 0. In my humble apinion it
is a queahlon of differance of opinion batween the looal
adminigtration and myeell. Ibave antered bne nounhry with
motiyes of randermg humanitarian and nabional sarvioa.
I have dons 8o ln responge o a praaaing invinahlon 16
'unma and help the ryots, who urge they are nof being
fmrly hraahed by the mdlga plaaters. { & could nof randar
a.m’ help without studying the problem, I have, there-
fore. pome to study it with hhe agsigtanoe, if poaa!ble. of
she administration and the plantars, 1 have no othér
motive and 1 aanaoh beliave that my coming here can in
auy“way disturb public paacs or oause loss of life. I
olaina to hayve oonsiderabls experiencain such maSters.
The administrabions however, have thought differently.
I fally appreciabe fheir diffioulsy, aad I admib too, that
thay oan onfy procead upon tha information they reocsive,
As & law-abiding oitizan, my firsh inabinet would be ag it
wag, to obay the order served upon ma. I could wuokdo
go witheub doing violenes ta my sense of dubly to those
ior whom I ocame. I feel that I could just now serve
shem only by remaining in their 1nidst. I could nob,
tharafora, volunbarily retire. Amid thisconflet of duty
I could only throw the responsibility of removing me
from them on the administration. Iam fully conscious
of the fach that a person, holding in the publie life of

o
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: Indiaa positior snch as I do, has to be most earatul
in setbing examples. Ibis my firm belief that in the
cotaplex oonstitution under which we ara living, the
only safe and, houourahl’a sourse for a. ssif-respeching
wman 18, in the oiraumsk&nuea guch as face me,
to do what T have decided #o do; that i, to submit with-
out protest to the penalty of disobediance. I have ven-
tured fio make thisstatemont notin &ny way in extenua-
tion of the penalty t0o ba awarded againsl me, bus to show
Shat I have digregarded she order sarved upon me, not for
wanb of raspeesd for lawful authorisy, bat in obsdiencge %o
‘%ha bigher law of cur being—the voiee of aonsoience.
Undér instruciions from higher authorities the notice
2was soon ‘withdrawn. Harly in June & commission was
appointed to enquire into the aqrarian troubles wn the
Behar plantations with Mr. Qandhi himself as one of the
aembers of the commission, In December, 1917, the Cham-
paran Agravian Bill based on the rdcommendations of - the
Commaission was passed wn the Behar ILegislative Counsil
when the Hon. My, Maude who moved the Bill made a
frank ‘séatement of the scandals which mnecessitated the
enquiry, thus justifying Mr. Gandhi's work on. behalf. of
ﬂw éabome?s. '



The Kaira Question

THE SlTUATION IN KAIRA

Rl ﬂw year 191 6-17 there was servious and wadesprea&

'_,,r’u'a.r of cropsin the Disirict of Kaira in Gugarat.

[dar\the revenue rules the ryots were entitled to full
SRApe nhon of taxes if the yield was less than 4 as. tn the
repae cmd half suspension if between 4 and 6 as, The

; {Imsmmmt gmnted complete suspension to one willage

only auk of a total of 600, half suspension to some 104
wil i e :amz issued orders to colleot revenue from the rest.
P ryors clarmed that the Qovernmeut were wrong in their
Wit and Mr. Gandhi and Mr. V. J. Patel who cone

ki ad rj‘t enquiry also came to the same conclusion. The

frade mmmt versisied in collecting revenues as usual. Pets-
P dwsl protests having been of no avail, the ryots resorted

fn l,,x?@fuf"fﬁ&!"ta‘ncﬁ under the guidance of Mr, Gondhs.

I £iyd foilowing lecture at Bombay in February, 1918, Mr.
Qamd hi wearrated the story of the trouble in Kaiva in his
Yavptly bvaef and lucid manner :—

I o vob want ko say much, I have received a letter
wikivg ino to be preseut ab ba-mormw’s depusabion thab
i6 golog bo wait on bis Exoellenoy the Governor, and I
sn wore L owill be able to explain to him the truas facts,

Bk rust mako it olear here that the responsibility of

tha aobive iesdued by the Gujarat Sabha lies on me. I
wig ot Ahmedabed belore that notice was izgned, where
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tha mabter of Ka:ra Diafsriau wag heing discuaaea whan it
wak dacided that the Gujarat Sabha ought to bake part in
tho matter, I think bhat, A8 regards this notice, a mountain
has haen made out of & mola-hlll Fivaryone knaw what
the notios was when it war baing framed, Nobody then
even dreamb thab CGlovernment wonld rmoisinterpret ib,
Tha Sabha had with it aufficient éaba. about the plight of
the psople. They oams o koow thab Goveroment
officials were collacting taxes and the people wers even
selling their eabtle to pay the saxes, Thne matter had
qome %o such a pass, and, Knowing this, the Sabba
thought it hetter bo issue a notica to console the paopls
awho braved these hardships. And the notice was the
reault of that information, and T have every hops that in
the deputation that is going to wait on the Governor, the
result of tha daliberativns will end in the suecess of the

people. _
OOMMISSIONER'S WRATH

If the Commissioner had vot been angry with ug,
and had talked politely with the deputation that waited
on hin, and bad not misioatruoted she Bombay Gov-
ernment, such a grave orisis would not have eventuated,
and we would not bave had the troubls of meeling here
this evening. Tha Sabba's request was bo suepend the
solleation of dues till the negotiations wers over, Bus
(Goverument did nnb take this propcr eonrse and igsned
an angey Press Note. 1t was my firm belief—~ snd evan
now I firmly bslisve—that the representabives of ihe
people and Gioverament could have joined together and
“takan tha proper steps, I regret to have to say that Gov-
ornment has made o wmistake, Perhaps subordinate
officars of (Government wonld say bo Government thab
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‘$ha notice was lasusd nob from a pnte mohlve, but {room
gome other ulterior motive. If Government are impresred i
with this srroneous  belief, those who have stood by the
people, 1 hoga, will aontinue to stand by them to the end
and wiil not retreat, Any responsible right-thinking man
uduld have given them bbe same advigs. People poasess
the snme rlgbha a3 the authorities bave, and publia men-
have evary rlghh to advige the people of t.helr rights. ’I‘he
people that do not fight for their vights are like alavas«
(hear, hear), and such people do not deserve Home Rule.
When authotibles think that they can take anything fron
the people and oan inhariare, a difficuld situation arises.
And il such - & situation srises, I must plainly say that
those who hava given the psople the right advice, wilk
stand by them #ill the end. / :

THE WEAPONS

I have nobt yeb vome to any conolusions and I sin=
_oerely brust thab those who understand the vesponsibi-
liby, will not hesitate to undergo hardships in order fto
geovra justioo. (Applause). And in such an eventnality
I hopa you will not beat an ignominous retreat, The-
firet and the last prinoiple of passive resistance is that we
ahould not inflict hardshipe on others, but put up with
them ourselves in order to geb justice, and Government:
naed not fear anything if wae make up oor mind, as we
are bent on getting sheer justice from it and nothing elag.
To gat that justice we must fight with the authoribiag.
‘and the people that do no% so fight are bub glaves. We
oan have only bwo weapons on oooasions like this
Revolt or passive resigtance, and my request is for the
geadond remedy always, The right of guffering bardships
and olaiming justice and gebting our demaunds iy fromm
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 e's birkb, Himlarly we have to geb juskice ab the
hands of Government by suffering hardships. We mush
suffer hardships like brave men. What I have to say is,
resorh to the right mesns, and that very firmly, in order
to removs the distress through which the Gujarab peopla
are passing. L& is my conviotion shas, it we tell the trath
to the British Gtovernroens, it can ultimately be conyinead,
and if only we ara firm in our resolve, regh assarad shab
Kaita people shall suffer wrongs no more, (Loud
choers),

THE VOW OF PASSIVE RESISTANCE

' As o result of the persistent refusol of Government o’
recogmza the sevious state of affairs in Kaira and grand a
suapension of revenue, a passive resislance mowvemeni was

inaugurated under Mr. Gandhi's lead. At themesting on
the 22nd March, 1918, at Nadiad, My. Gandhi exhoried
tha ryots to resort o Satyagraha, and over 200 man sign-
ed the foliowing deolaration ;—

Knowing bhat the orops of our villagea are lees than
four annas we had requested the Government bo suspend
the raevenue collection till the ensuing year. As howover
Government has not acceded Yo our prayer, ws, bhe under«
gigned, hareby solemnly dsolare thab we shall nob pay
the full or remalning revenus, but wa will let the
Goveroment take such legal steps ag they may think fib
to collect the eame and we shall gladly suffer all the
eongequences of our refusal o pay. . We shall allow our
lande to be confiscated, hat we shall nob, of onr own'

acoord, pay anythiog and thereby lose our self respsct
: T Y St
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and prove ourselves wrong, If Gavernmeuh deocida to.'
guapend the sapond instalment of the revenye throughoab
the distriol, those amongst us who are in a position to

pay, will pay the whole or the balanes of tha revenue 88

may be due. The resson why those of us who have the
woney 0 pay aod still do not, ia that if they do bire
poorer might in panio sell their thiogs or borrow 0 pay
and thereby suffer.

Uader the ciroumsbances we beliava it is the duby of
bhoss who are able to pay to probeoh the poor,

e e
]

STATEMENT ON THE KAIRA DISTRESS

Mr. Gandhi sent to the Press the following statement
on the Kaira distress under date 28th March, 1918 $~m

I the Distriat of Kaira the orops for the year 1917-
18 have, by gommon admission, proved a partial failure,
Under the Revenue rules if she orops are under four
annas, the cultivators are entitled bo full suspension of
the Ravenua assesament for the year: il the Qrops are
noder six anoas, hall the awmount of aggegsment g
suspended, 8o far as I am aware, the Gavernmens have
been pleased to g'mna full suspangion with regard to oue
village out of nearly 600, and balf=3uspension in the
oase of over 103 villages. It is olaimed on behall of the
ryots that the suspension is not as all adequate to the
aotuality, The Government gantend that in the vash
n:jajoriby of villages erops bave been over six annas, The
only question, therefore, at issue is, whether the orops
have besn under four annas or gix annas, as the cage may
be.. or over the latter fizare, Government valuation is in
the first ingtance made by the Talatis assisted by the

ohiafman of the villages concerned. As a rule no cheok
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an bhalr hguraa e u.o.ns__l'd'emd' _-nac_,easalf!r. for ib ig
-only during parsial failura of orops bhab Govarnment
valuation of orops may have to bhe eohallanged,  The
"Malatis are as a g¢lass obasquious, unsernpulous and
tyrannieal. The chief msa are espaasiaily sslasted for
'ﬁ'hair dooility. Toe Talati's one aim is oabaraily to aols
daob full negessment as promotly ag possibie, Wa somes
. times read accounts of assiduous Talatis having besn
awarded 'pugress’ for making full aollestion, In applyiog
' 0 tha Talatis the ndjeatives I have given, I wish to nash
1o refleosions oun them as men, I maersly stats the fach
The Talatis are nob bora! they are wade; and rents
oollestors all the world over have to oultivate a gailong-
" neass without whigh thay o6ould not da their work to the
gatiafmabion of their masters.  [b is impoasible for mse o
raproduce the graphia description given by the ryosa of
the racent collectore which the Talatis ohiefly are, My
purpose io dealing with the Talatiz is to show that the
Covarnment’'s valuation of the erops is derived in the
Airs$ inssance from the tainsed souras and is presuranbly
binssed againet the ryots. As against their valuation we
have tha universal testieony of ryots, high and low,
gome of whom sara men of position snd oonsiderabla
wealth who have a reputation to lose and who bave
nothing 'to gain by exaggerations excepd the odium of
Talatis aond possibly higber officials. I wish to state ab
onee thab behind this movement there is no daesirs to
.dlsoradlh the Government, or an individual official. Tae
movement is intended b0 neser the right of the paopls
b0 be affectively heard in mabters conoerning themselves.

It is kdqwn to the publie that the Hon'hla Me. G.K.:_ :
Purekh and Mr, V. J, Patel iovited and assisted by tha
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< Guojarat ‘Habha oarvied on investigations, as alao Mesars.

 Decdbar, Joshi and Thakkar of the Sarvants of India
- Sooiety. Their investigation was neueaaarll'j‘ prefiminary
and brief and therefore confinad 6o & few villages only.
But tha result of their snquiry went to show that vhe
oropa in the majority of oases was under four anpas.  As
theix investigation, not belng extensive enough, was oap=
~ able of baing ohallenged, and it was challenged, I under-
took a fall inquiry with éhe assistance of over 20 eapable.
exparisnoed, and imparsial men of influence and statas. ¥
parsonally visited over 50 villages aud met a8 many mep
in the villages a8 I could, inspeoted in thegse villages mosh
of the fields belopging to them and alter n searching orose-
examination of the villagers, came 6o the conclusion thab
their orope were under four aonas, I found that among
kbe men who surrounded me, there wera present those
who were ready to ohdck lexaggerations and wild stabe-
ments, Men koew what was ab sdake if they departed
from the trath. As to tha 'Rabi’ oropa‘and the ssill
standing ' Kharif' orops, I was sbla by bhe evidenoe of
my own eyes to check the statemants of the agrionltarigts,
The mathods adopted by my oo-workers were exactly the
aame, In this manner nesrly four hundred villsgers were
examined, aod with but » few excephions, crops were
found to be mnder foue annas, and only in thres oases
thoy were found to be over aix annas, The mathod adop-
ted by us was, so far ag the ' Kharif' orops wers con=
oernad, to ascertain the agtnal vield of the whole of the
arops of individual villages and the possible yield of the
same village in @ normal year. Assuming the fruth of
the statements made by them, this is admittedly an
absolute test, and avy other rosthod that wounld briog
about the same result must be rejected as unirue and
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\anaﬁf{nhlho, a.nd a8 I have already remarked, all prob=
n.blhhy of exaggaruhmn wag avmded in the above-named
invaahlgatmn. As to the gbanding 'Rabi ' crops, there.
was the aye estimate and it was tested by the method
nbova menbioned, The Government mathod ig an 8ye:
eam_ma.be and therefore a matber largely of guess-work,
It is moregver open o fundamental objections which T
have endesvoured to set forth in o !siter to the Collector
of the Distrios, I requested him to breat Vadthal—a
well- knoWn and ordinarily well-to:do village of the
District with the railway line passivg by it and
which is near a trade centre—as 8 test oause, and I
'suggéat_eﬂ that if the erops were in that village proved to
be under four annas, a8 I hold they were, it mighi be-
agsumed thab in the other villages less fortunately situat.
ed, orops were not likely to be more than four avnas, [
have added to my requesh a suggestion that I should ba-
parmlktad to be present ot the ioquiry. He made the
inquiry, but rejeated mwy snggestion, and therefore it.
proved to be one-sided, The Collestor hag made au ela-
borate report on the orops of that village, whmh in my
‘opinion I have swvoocessfully ohallenged, The origina)
Govero menb valoation, I understand, was twelve annag,
the Collector’s minimaum valution is seven annae. If the
probably wrong methods of valuation to which 1 havs.
drawn attention and which have been adopted by the
Collector are allowed for, the wvaluation aceording to his.
own reckoning wou!d come under six annas and acoord-
ing to the sgrioulturists it weuld be under four annas.
Both the report and my answer are too technical to ba
of value to the public, But I bave suggested thab, as
both the Government and agrioulburists bold themselves:
in the right, if the Goysrnmenh have any regard for
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. popular o'pinin'n,' they should appoint an imparbis) .

committes of i inquiry with the culhlvatora representa-
bives upon it, or gracefully aosapt the popular view, The
“‘Goveroment hava rejected both the suggestions and
ingish upon applying: aoarcive mesagurey for the eollao’bion
of revenus, It may be mentioned that these meaaures

- bave pever besn totally suspended and in many osses

‘the ryoss have paid simply under pressure. The Talatis
‘have teken away cabtle, and have returned them only
‘after the payment of assessment, In one uage, 1 witness.
-8d a painful insident :—A man having his miloh buffalo
taken away from bim, and it was only on my happening
to go to the village that the buffalo was released ; this
‘buffalo was the most valuable properdy the man poeaesa-.

~ed and a source of daily bread fnr hioa.  Seores of such

-oases have already bappened and many more wrll ne
douht happen hereafter if the publio opinion :a nob rang.
ed on the side of the peopls, Hvery means of seeking
radress by prayer has been exhausted. Interviews with
the Colleotor, the O ommissioner and His Excellency

have taken plage, The fiual suggeation thas was made

is this ;—Although iz the majority of cases people ai’e

entisled ko full suspension, balf suspension shounld be
: ;gr}mtad hhrongaouh the Dlstrmh exoeph for the villages

whmb show, by sommon congans, ornps aver gix annas,
Huch a gracious concession may be sccompanied by s
declaration that the Government woald expect t.hose_

) :gi_}so.i_i'at*e ready meavns volunstarily o pay up the dues,
 We the workers on our part undertaking to persuade

s wab people o pay up the Government duss, This will
lenve only the poorest peopls antoushed. I veobure to

dul it thab noeeptance of this suggestion can only bring
_ uradn___and Bhraogth to the Governwment. Rasistance of
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ponulm' will oan nnly produoe disoontent which in tha
onge of fear-atricken poeasantry suoh ne of Kaira can only
find an underground passage and thuy demoralise them.
Phe pragent movament iy sn attempt to geb out of such
™ falaa position, humiliating alike for the G_ovarnme_nh-
and the people. And how do the (Grovernment.
 proposs to  asserh  bheir  position and so-ealled-
prestige ? They have a 'Revenue Code’ giving them
unlimited powers without a right of appeal to the ryots.
againad the deaisions of the Revenus Authorities. Eser-
oisas of these powers in a ease like the one before us in.
which the ryote are fighting for a principle and tha-
authorities for prestige, would be a prostitution of justice, .
ol a disavowal of all fajr-play. These powers are ;-
(1) Right of summaary execution,
(2) Right of exacking & quarter of the asseessment
B8 punighment, ;

(3) Right of sonfiseation of land, nob merely ‘Rayate.
woti’ but even ‘lasm:’ or 'Banadia,’ and the right of :
keeping a man under hajal. i
Those remedies may be applied singly or ali to-.
‘gother, and uwbelievable though it may seem to the -
' puolio, it cay be mantioned that notices of the appli.ou---
tion of all thesa remedieg but the last have been issned.,
Thus a man owaing two huudred acres of land in .pe;rn
patuity and valued at thousands of rupees, paying a
gmall aagessment rate, may at the will of the authority
lose the whole of ib, baq_ause for the sake of principle he
raspectfuily refuses voluntarily to pay the assessmenh
himself, and is preparad moekly but under girong protess
to penalbies that may ba ionflicted by law. Surely ?\i'u--- )
dictive confisuation of property ought not to be the. re.
ward for orderly disobedience which properly handled.
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qan only result in progrags all round and in giving the
Govarnmenu a~bold and a frank pea.aa.ntwy with & will Of,
68 own, : | ,,L
[ venture to invite the press rmd the publis to aaalsh
hbasa oultivators of Kairw 'who have dared ba enborup a
fight for what bhay consider is just and right. = Let the
public remember this also thab unpracedentally severe
plague has desimated the population of Kairs,© Paople
ara llvmg outside their homes in spacislly prepared
thatohed oottages at considerable expenses to themssives,
1o somo villages morbality bas besn tremendous, Priocay
are roling high on which owing o the failure of orops
hey can but bake little advantage and have to suffer all
the d'iqédvan_ﬁagea bheveaf. It is nat money bthey wanb,
80 much as the voioa of a stroug, unanimous and em-
-phatio publio opinion, i

e 8 ——

- REPLY TO THE COMMISBIONER,

My, Qandhi wrote from Nadiad under date 154k
April, the following reply to the Commissioner’'s address
“to the cultivators to desist from  following Mr. Gandhi's
lead wn regard to the vow of Passive Rasistance, The
Commissioner’s exhortations to the agriculturists amount-
.ed to athreat detailing the comsequences of non-payment
of revenues, Mr. Gandhi replied as follows i—

. Tha publication of the summary of the Comwm a-
gioner's Gujarati address to the Kaira cultivators necessi-
Gates a" reply in justice to the latéer ag aiso the workers,

I have before me a varbatina report of ‘the speech,
It is more dirgos than the summary ie the laying down
.of the Government poliey. Tne Gommissipnar's position
«ig that the revenue authorities' decision regarding sus-
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gioﬂ ls ﬁuui They ma.y and do reaawa and haar aom-
._ulaiuts from the ryots bub the ﬁnahhy of their decision
. .oaanok be quaahmned. This is the orux of straggle. It
is contended on behalf of bhe ryots that where there are,
".m mattars of administirabive ‘orders, sharp diffarences of
--oplnlOD benwean loaal offisials and them tha, poiobs of
' 'dlffsrancea are and ought ta ba referrad io aa  impacsial
: fmmmmaa of inguiry. ’l‘hls, it is held, oonsbitutes the
qﬁrength of tha Bribish gonstitution. The Commissionsr
has on prinocipls rejected this position and invited a orisig,’
And be has made such  a febish of it that he armed him.
aalf beiorehand with a letter from Liard Willingdon ta the
offact that even ‘he should not insarfare with tha Commig-
gioner's decision, He brings in the war to defend hig
position and abjures the ryois and me to desiss from oup
9ause at this time of peril o ths Hmpire. Buat I venbure
90 suggest that the Gammissio:w__;'a attitude aonstitutes a
_peril far grayer than the German peril, and I am sarving
_ﬁba_Empira in brying to deliver it frora this peril from
_within. Thereis no mistaking bthe faot that India ig
wakiog ap {rom its loog sleep. The Ryots do nob need
to ba literate to éppra_oiatra bheir rights and their dutisg.
They bave bub to realise sheir invalnerable powar and no
Government, however strong, can stand against their will,
The Kaira ryots are solving an imperial problem of the
firat magnitude in India. They will show that it is im-
posgibla to govern men without thair consent. Onoe the
Civil Service realises this posibiou, it will supply $o India
traly civil servanis who will be the bulwark of the
peoplo’s rights, To-day tha Civil Sarvice rule is a rule
ot fear, The Kaira Ryob is fighting for the rule of
love. 1bis bhe Commissioner who hag prodused the origig,
Tt was, ag it is now, his daby to plaoats the people when
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~ be saw that shey held a diffarent view. Tha revenus of
“Indin wiil be nc more in danger beesuse a Commissioner
yields o the popular demanda and grants oonaeasiony
than the adminissration of Jushtoe wad in dabger when
Bre,  Maybrick was reprieved purely in obedienca to the
vopuiar will, or the Hmpire was in daoger because s
coroer of a morque in Oawnpore was revinced in
obedienoe to the same demand, Had I hesitated to ndvise
the people bo staud firm againgt the Commissioner’s
reiugal to listen to their prayer, instead of taking the opel
avd healthy course ib has taken, their discontent would

bave burrowed under and’bred ill-will, That son isa |
true son of his father who rather than harbour il-wilk
against bim, frankly bub respectiully tella him all he feels.
and equally respectinlly rasists him, if he cabpod truth-
fully obey his commanda, [ apply the same law to the
relations between the Governmend and the people. Thers,
oannot be seasons when a man must suspend his cone
saience. But jusy as a wise father will quickly agree .
with bis gon and not incour hia ill-will, especially it the
family was in dapger from without, even 4o a wise
Government will quickly agree with the ryots rather
y than ivour their displeasure. War cannct be permitted
%o give a license to the officials to exact obedisnoe 1o bheir
orders, even though the ryots may counsider iham s0 ba
upreasonable and upjust. _

The Commissioner eteels the hearts of the ryota for
continuing their coursa by telliog them that for a revenug,
of four Iakhs of rupees be will for ever sonfizeate aver a
bundred and filty thovsand acres of land worth over thrae.
orores of rugees, and for ever declare the holders, their

‘wives and ohildren unworthy of holding any lands in
- Kaira, He copsiders the ryots to be misguided and
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oonkumanmus in hha nme breath. 'I'haaa are aolamn
wordg {—-

" Do not ba under the impression that our mamistdare and oue
Palatie will realige the assessment by atiaching and selling your
movable property. YWe are not going to trouble ourselves so muoh,
Qur officers’ time is valuable. Only by your bringing in the monies
ghall the treasuries be filled. Thisis no threat. You take it {rom me
that parents neyer threaten their children, They only advies, But
'if you do vob pay the dues, your lands will be configoated. Many
people say that this will not happen. But I say it will, 1 have no

. ueed to take a vow, I shall prove that T mean what I say. The

lands of those who do not pay will be oonfiscated. Thosa who are
pontumacicus will get no lande in fulure, Government do not wans
their names on their Records of Rights, Those who go ot$ shall
uever be admitted again,’’

1 bold thab it ig the sncred duty of every loyal citizen
to fight unfo death againgt such a epirit of vindictiveness
aund byranny, The Commissionar haa done tha Ahmeda-

" bad sbrikers and ma a orusl wrong, in saying that the

phrikers knowingly broke their vow. He was present ab
the meeting where the settlement was declarad, Ha may

' '._;hold that the strikers had broken thair vow (though hig
‘@pssch ab bhe meeting produced a oconbrary impression)

bub thara i 18 nothing o sho ~ that ths strikers knowingly
broke their vow, Oa the contrary it was entirely kept
by bheir resuming their wock on their gatting for the
first day wages demanded by thews, and the final decision
ad to wagas baing referred to arbitration. The atrikers
had suggesbed arbitration which the mill-owners had
rejected. Their stroggle in i43 sssencs was for a'tblrhy.
five par ocent. ingrease in their wages or such inorsage g
an arbi6ration board msy dedids.  And this is what they
have gob. The hit at the strikers and me ig, 1 regret to
have to gay, a hit below. thie belt,

4
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THE MEANING OF THE COVENANT
On the 20ih Aprit, Mr, Gandhi in company of Mrs.
Gandhi, Messrs. Manw Subedar, V. J. Patel and others
vesited three willages, viz., Kasar, Ajarpwra and
Samarkha in Anand Taluka, :
- At Ajarpura which was visited by the Mamlatdar of
the Taluka only two days back and where he had taken
great pains to explain to the people why they should now
pay up the revenue withowt ony further delay, but where
all efforts had proved fruitless, a meeting of about a thous
gsand men and three hundred ladies was held. Here
My, Gandhi delivered a long address. He said .~
Hirat of all I want fobalk bo you a littia sbout
the Mamlatdar's visit, The Mamlatdar btold you thaf
the covenant must be observed. But he misinterprabed
the meaning of the covensnbd. Il¢ bold you bthat your
forefathars had enbered inko a sovenant with the Govern- .
ment to pay a certain assegsment for the lands in their
possesaion. Now let us ses as to what kind of aovenant our
forefathers had enkered into. Oar ancient law covenantis
that we should give fo our king one-fourth of the grains
that grow in cur fialds. I6 meant that whenever our cropa
iniled we had to pay nothing: The presens Govarnment
have ohanged this law and forees up to pay in money. I
do not know whother it has gained thersbhy. Parhaps
they may have., DBai remember well thab this is cur
anoieny law, and you have taken the vow in accordanca
with i6,  And again ib is the Government law that if the
erops are under four annas, the oolleckion of revenus mush
be suspended till the next year. Tais year you gincerely
believe thab your crope are under four annas uqc} kbere-
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' iare yonr revanus muah ba auspended 'll'hs Govarumeni
gay that it is oot your txghh. bub it s only a grace fhab
it suspends revenus till the nexi year. ILiah ma declars
‘40 you thab it is no grace on the part of Government, bat
b @8 vour right. Aod i {6 is a grace Goverament
Lpapnob show ib abdts swaet will,” ' .
Ha thea pointad ouf thab the real a:gmﬁmuoe of the
‘dbrugale lay in sha fact that it would revive the old village
wapublios, The key of village sell-government lay in tha
aggertion of publio opinioa. s thean exhorted them to
bo fearloss, He then eaid that Satyagraha ronst
wervade through all their life,

R Ll I

REPLY TO KAIRA PRESS NOTE
Mr, M. K. Gandhi sent the following reply to the
@ress node sssued by the Bombay Government on  the first
»week of May, 1918, on the situation in the Kaira District,

. The Goveramant presd no's on the Kaira troubls ig
‘ramarkable for tha sins both of omission and commission,
‘As to the paragraph devoted to Messcs. Parekh’s aod
Patel's investigations, [ wish only to gay thab ab the
intarviaw with Elig Hzoellenoy the Governor, tha Coms-
qmissionar challenged the aocuracy of thaeir statements, I
dimmadiately suggeaha&_ the appointmant of a gommittes
of inquiry, Saraly, it was the moab proper thing that the
Government oould have done, aund the whole of the ua-
.geemly exeoutions, tha removal of the cultivators’ miloh
aabtie and their ornaments, the sounfiseation ordere, aculd
save been avoided. Iastead, as tha press note says, they
.posted a Collector ' of long experienca.’ What could ha
do ? The best of officials have to move in a vicions axrcla.
‘T'ney have to carry ou' , the traditions of » aervma whlob.
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ﬁés made of preabiga a fetish and Whmh cons:dars ihsa!f
80 be almost infallible, and mraly admibs ibs mistakes.

With veference ko the inveat.ngabion by Mr. Davdbar
and his oco-workers, the press note leaves on the re&der
the impression that the Commissioner had respondad to-
thioir suggestions, At the intarview ab whioh I wae pre~

" Beul he ohallenged the report thay had submitted to himy

aud said distinasly thab whatever relief he granted would

- not ba granted beoause of the report which he said in

_substance was not brae 8o far ae it contained any new

things and was nobt new in 80 far &g it conbained auny

true statements. Rl

1 cannot ﬁraary the publio with the tragedy in the
Matar Taluka. o certain villages of ths Taluka whioh are
affaoted by the irrigation canals thay bave f douhla grig-
vanea: (1) she ordinary failure of erops by raason of
the exsessive rainfall, and (2) the total destration of orops
by resson of overflaoding, In the second cawe, they are
entitled to full remission, So far as I am aware, in many

oapes it has nob been granted.

" 1t is not correch to say that the Servants of Todia

S oiaty stopped investigation in the Thasra Taluka he-

onuaa thera was no case for ioquiry bub because they
deamad it unnecessary, 8o bheir raport sayg, ag I had de-
cided to inquire infio the erops of slmost overy villags,

MR, GANDHI'S OHALLENGE NOT ACOEPTED

The press note ig less than fair in ealling ay mefhod
of inquiry ‘Utopian.' I do adhers bo my contention thas
il the oultivators’ sbatements may bs relied upon, my ma-~
shod cannot bub yiald absolutely reliable results. Who
ghould koow batber than the cultivator himself the yield
of ia erops ? I rofuse to believe that lakbs of men could
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'mnapirs 6o tell an mnbrath when ﬁhara wag no graaﬁ gam
in view, and suffaring, a certainby- It is impossible for‘
thouaands of men te leavn by hearh figures as to the yield,
~—=aotual and probable——of ovar tan orops so hhah the total
in  eaoch osss would give less than a four-anna orop. I
oontend that my methad containg sutomatio gafeguardy
against deseption. Moreover I had challenged the o ffioial
annawari alike of kharif and rabi orops. When I did so
bhe rabi orops wera sbill standing. I had, therefore, sug-
gostad tnab thoy could eut the rabi orops and test the
yield and thus find the trua annawari. I had suggested
4his epecially of Vadthal, My argument was bhat if the
oultivators' annawari of such rabi orops was found to he
-oryect and the officials’ wrong, it was not improper to
dnfer thab the culbivators’ valuations regarding the kharif
-arops  were alsc right, My offer was nob acoepted, I
anay add thay I had asked to be allowed to ba prezent
when the colleator visited Vadthal which was taken ag a
hest viliage, This request was also not acceded to. '
The note 1§ misleading inpsmuach as it states thab in
arriving abt ay annawati, [ have not taken into aceount
she rabi orops or the cotbon ocrops. I have taken these
-orops inbto accounb, I hiave "imply questioned the lagic of
the official system. The reason is obvious. If oub of a
population of one thousand men, only two hundred men
:graw rabi oropss it would be highly unjust to the eight
hundred men to forse up their annawari if without the
rabi orops their crops showed only four anoas or
andsr i :

REPLY tr."('i 'ﬁ'ax-ni "?RESS NOTR

GROS3 INACOURAOCIES

I am surprised ab the gross inacaurascies in the para-
graph devoted to the erops in Limbagi, Io the firsh ing

i g
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fance I was not present when the official inguiry was
made, and in the second icsbtance the wheat, w hioh ig
valued at Rs, 13,445, included wheat also from iwo
neigbbouring villages so that out of the orops wsiimated
at Rs. 13,445, three assessments had to be paid, And
what are Rer 13,445 in a population of eighteen hundred:
men ? For the matter of that, T am prepared to admit
that the Limbasi psople had & rice crop which too gave
them as mauny rupees. Ab the rate of forty rupees pex
head per year to feed a man the Limbasi people would re~
guire Re. 72,000 for their food alone. It may interest
the public to koow that according to the official annawari,
the I /mbagi wheat @salone should bhave been
Re. 83,021. Thie figure has been supplied to me by the
collestor. To demonstrate the recklessness with whioch
the press note has been prepared, I may add that if the
Limbasi peovle are to be belisved, the whole of the wheat
orcp was on the threshing floor, Aacording to their
statements, nearly one-third was foreign wheat, The
Limbasi wheat, therefore, would be undsr Re. 9,000, The
official annawari ig ten annas. Now according bo the
actual yield the wheat annawari of Limbasi was 11 annag
as againgt the official ten snnas. Moreover, a maund of
wheat per Vigha is required as seed and the Limbasi
oultivators had 8,000 (Re. 3 per maund equals Rs. 9,000)
maunds of wheat on 1,965 Vighas, 4., the wheat crop.
was a trifla over the sesd. Liastly, whilst the orop was.
under harvest, T had offered to the eolleotor to go over to
Timbasi mysell and fio have it weighed 8o that there
might be no question of the acourascy or otherwise of the-
cultivators’ statements. DBub the collactor did nob acoept
ny offsr, Therefore, I hold thabt the oultivabors’ figures

woush be accepbed as brue.

| ®HE KAIRA QUESTION
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 ADVOCAQY OF PASSIVE RESISTANOE i

Marely to show how hopeleasly mislsading the press
note is I may shate that the Gujarat Sabha did not pass
a resolution advising pagsive rasisbance. Nor that it
would have shirked it bub I telt mysolf that passive re-

| gistanoe shonld ‘not be the subject of A resolation in &
| Sabha, whose oconstitubion was govarnad by the rule of
majority and so the Gujarat Sabha’s regolution left .ib
opan to individual members o follow their own bent of
mind. Tt ig troe thah mosb of the active members of tho
‘Sabha are engaged in the Kaira trouble, '

I mugh repudiate totally the inginuation that I
dissuaded payment by people who wizshed to pay. Tha
figures given in the press nota showing tha ocollestion in
the differant Talukas, if they prova anybhing, prove that
ths hand of the law has hit them herd and ghat the fears
of the Ravanis and the Talatis have proved too strong for
thent. Whan atber confizoation and eales under exsoution
the Goveroment show a clean bill and no arrears, will they

eantend that there was no aage for relief or inquiry ?

T admit that the suspension is granted ag a mattor of
graoce and noh as a mabber of right anforceable by law, bub
the oongession ig nob hased on caprice, bub is regulated
by propetly defined rules, and the Government do not
gonbend that if the crops had been under four annag they
sould have withheld suspsosion. Thescla point threugh-
out hag hsen the difference a3 to annawari, It ib is srue
thab in granting concessiong the (ovaernment take info
acoount also other ciroumsbances, e ¢ in the words of
the press note, the ganaral poonomic situabion, suspen-
sion iz doubly necessary this year beaause of the plague
and high prices. ~Tha collecor told me definitely that ha
could nob take thislast into sccount, He oould grant
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#udpengion only under the rules w‘hmh had refereuna only.
o crops and nobhing else.

I think I have shown enough here to warcand a
eommitbee of inguiry and I sabmit thab, as & mabser of
prinaiple, ib would be worth while grantiag the mqulry

- avan if ona oulbivabor ramaing with an arvear against him,
because thare is nothing found 6o attach and tha Governs
manb might be relustant to sell his lands, Tha paanle

~ have ohallenged the acouracy of Talatis' figares; in goma
oasaey bthere are Talatia themselyes ready to coma forward
6o shoy that bhay wera asked bo put up the annawari
fouad by them, But if the inquiry is now held o ba
uaneocassary, why do the GGavernment not grant suspen-
aion, eepascially when admittedly thare is only 8 small
number lalh to colleat from and more espacially whan
il suspension is granted wall-to<do oulktivators ave reaﬂy
o pay,
Iiig evident now that Governmant hava surrendsred

the quaation of prinsipla for which the Commigsionar has-
shood.

VIOEROY'S CALL FOR CONCORD

Tha Viocaroy has appealed for the sinking of domastio
differances. I3 the appeal sonfinad only to tha ryots or
m 8y the offioiale also vield to the popular will when the
popular demand ia nob immoral or uojush and thus pro-
duoe contentment ?

1i disbress maang starvation, T admit thah the Kaira
people ara nob abarving, But if sale of goods to pay
asgessment oz o buy grain for food ba an iadication
of digtress thera ia enough of it in tha distriet, I am
prepared to show that hundrads have paid btheir assgeg«
ment either by incurring debts or by selling bheir trees,
cattlo or other valuables. The most grievous omission
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in the press noke, hawever, ig that of the fach thab
oollaotions are being made in a vindictive spirit. The:
onltivators are being tanght & lesgon for their contumacy
80 oalled. They are under threat fio lose their lands
worth 3 orores of rupees for aw assessmant of 4 lakhas of
znpees, To many cases a quarher of the agsessment has
badn exacied .as a panalty. Is there nob in the abova
warrative room for & doubt bhat the officiala may ba in
dhe wrong ? "

.END OF THE KAIRA STRUGGLE

: The following is the translation of a_xmanij’r_astofz'ss-ued_
an Qujarats to the people of Kaira by Messrs. M. K, Gandhi
and Vallabhibhas J, Patel ;—

T'he struggle that the people of the Disbrict of Kaira
entered upon on the 22nd of Mareh lasgt, has comae to an
ond, The people took tha following vow on that day i~

* Qur villaga has had orops under four annass. Wae therefora
requested the Govarnment to postpons oollection to the next year,
bat they did not do so, We the undersigned thereiore solemnly
daclare that we ahall not psy the assessment for tha year whethet
it ba wholly or in part,  Woe shall undergo all the sufferings that
may resnls trom suoh rafraining, We shall alao allow out lands to
be confisoated should they do so. Dut we shall nok by voluntary
payment allow ourselves to he regarded as liars and thus loge our
dell-respeot, If the Ctovernmens wouldégraciously postpone for all
the remaining villages colleotion of the balance of the revenue, we,
who can afford it, would be prepared fto pay up revenus whether it
ba ia fall or o part, The reason why the well-to-do amoengst us
would uok pay is thaf if they do, the needy ones wounld out of fright
fall their chattels, or inour debts and pay the revenue and thus
auffer, We believa that it is the duty of the wall-to-do to protect
the needy againsb such a plight.” :

The meaning of this vow iz that the Governmend
-augpanding oollection of the revenus from the poor, the
well-to-do should pay the nesessment due by them. Tha
Manalatdar of Nadiad at Uttsrsanda, on the 3ed of Jime,
dgaund such orders, whergupon the people of [thersanda
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 who could afford, wers advised to pay up. Payments

have already commenced there.

On the foregoing order having besn passed at Ulter=
ganda a letter was addressed to the Colleotor stating thab
if orderg like the one in Utbersanda were pagsed every-
where the gtruggle would come 6o an end, and it would
be poseible to inform His Execllency the Governor on the
10th instant—the day of the sibting of the Provinoial
War Confarence——-that the domestic difference in Kaira
was sefitled. The Collestor bas raplied tio tha effect thab
the order like the ona in Ubtersanda is applicablc to the
whole district. Thus the peoples’ prayer has at last been
granted, The Collector hes aleo sbabted in reply to a.
query about Ohothai ordera that the orders will nob be
enforead against those who may volunbarily pay up. Our
thanks are due to the Collactor for this soncession,

AN END WITHOUT GRACE

We are obliged to say with sorrow that although the
sbruggle bas come to av end it is an end without grace.
It Incks dignity, The above orders have not besn passed
either with genarosity ar with the heart in thema, Ih very
much looks asif the orders have been pagsed with the

greatest reluctance, THe Colleator says s~

“ Orders were isgued to all mamlatdars on the 45tk April thab
no pregsure should bhe put on thoge unable to pay, Their attension
wad again drawn to these orders in a proper eiroular iseusd by me-
on the 23nd of M.y and o engure hat proper effech way given to
thema, The mamlatdars were adviged to divide the defaulters in
each village into two classes, those who could pay and those who
wers unable to pay on aoccount of poverby.”

1f this was 80 why wera these orders noh published
to the people ? Had they known them on the 255h April
what sufferings wonld they not have bsen saved from.,
The expenses thab were unneocesearily incurred by the
Government in ergaging the cofficials of the districd in
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eﬁenbing axeuu&mna would have hfssn gavad, Wharaver the

agsessment was unaollaatad the peon!a !ivad with thair
lives in  their hands. They hava lived away from their
homos to avoid attachments. Thay havo not had even-
enough ford. The women have suffarsd what they
ought not to have. Ab times, thay hava boan obliged to-
pub up with inanlts from inacleat Oirele Tugpeators, and:
o helplessly wateh their miloh buffalloss ftaken away:
from them. Thay hava paid Chothai fipes, and had they
known the foregoing orders they would have been saved:
all the miseries, Tho officialy kaew that thig raliof for-
the poor wae tha orux of the steuggle, The Commissioner
would not avan look ah thie diffioulty, Many letters were-
addressed 6o him bu$ he ramained unbending., He said
" Yadividual ralief eannoh be granted, it is not the law.”

Now the Colleator says : ' Tha orders of April 25, so far

ad it related ko pubhing pressure on thosa who were really.
unabla to pay on acsount of poverty, were meraly a rve.

ghatament of what are publicly kaowa o be the gianding:
ordera of Gavernment on that subject’! 1f this is veally
trae the paople have sufferad daliberately and through

gheer obstinaay! A% tha tims of going fo Dalhi Mr, Gandhi

wrobe bo the Commaigsioner raqusesting hima bo grant or to

isgua orders o the above effash so that the good news

poald ba givan to His Hxoellenoy the Viceroy. The Come=-
missioner gave no head to tha request,

OFIMOIAL'S OBSTINACY

“ We ara'moved by the sufferings of the pecple, we perceive our:
mistake and in order to plaoats the people we are now prepared to
grant individual reliat,” the offisiala could have generously said ail
this and endeared themsalvaa fothe peopla but they have obstinately-
avoided this method (of winning them over), And ovan now relief
hag bean granted in a niggardly manner, involuntarily and without
admission of any mistake, ' 1t is even olaimed that what has now
been granted ig nothing new, And hence wa say thab there is little
graae in the seftlerment,
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The oﬁicia!a have la,iled bo ba papular hescange of
_ Gheir obstinnoy, baoause of their misbakaen belicf that thay
ahonld never admit being in the wrong and beoause of
thoir having mada it a fetish that it should never bha maid
of them thab they had yieldad to anything like popular
agibation, It griaved us to offer this eriticianms, Bul we
Ginve permitted oursaelves to do so ag their frisnde, '
A TRIBUTE TO KAIRA PEOPLRA _
Bub though the offioial attitude is thus unsatisfactory,
our prayer has besn granted and it is our duty to aceaph
‘the ooneession with thankfulness, Now, there is only 8
ver aent. of the assessment remaining unpaid. Th was a
poivt of honour with ud bill now ta refuse payoaand.
“Oonditions having materially altered it ig a point of
honour for a Satyagrahi bo pay up the assessmaeny. Thasa
"who can afford should pay without eaunsing the Govern*®
- mant the slightest broubla and thus show that, whan thera
48 no gonfliot batween the dietates of sonscience and thosa
«if man-made Iaw thoy are abhle to compel anyhody bo.
obay the law of the land. A Sabyageahi somehimes ap-
‘pears momentarily to disobey laws and the sonshifuted
-authority, only 6 prova in the and his ragard for both.
In makiog » list of those who are unabla to pay wa
-ghould apply a teat so rigid that no ona oan challenga our
finding, Those whose ineapaciiy for paymanb is ab all in
doubb should oconsider it their duby ho pay, The final
-deoision as to bthe incapaciby for paymdnt will rest with
‘tha authorities) bub we believae that the judgment of the
weaopls will have ite fall weigh,
HONOUR OF A SATYAGRAHI
By their aourage the people of Kaira have deawn tha
atiention of the whole of Indis. During the lask six
wmonths they hava had full taste of the fruits of observing
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truhb. !aarlaaanea umby. deharmmablon and ssll- saarlﬁm,

We hops that they will still {urther oultivate thase graat
qualities, will mova forward in the path of progress, and

ghed lustro ou the nams of the Motherland. 16 is our firm.
balief that tha peopls of Kaira have trulg served bheir own.

canee, ne woll ag the canss of Swara) and the Er,npu:e

May God bless you, :

ot

THE LAST PHASBE _
| The Satyagraha Campaign in Kaira was thus pracii-
cally over. Several meetings were held, some to greet the
Batyagrokis veleased from jail, some to celebrate the victory
of the campuign and several more to' do honour to My, -

 Gandhi for his wise and courageous lead. At the meeting
of the 22th July at Nadiad, Mr, Gandhi thus weloomed
those who were released from the jail s ==

We stand on the thrasholl of a twilight—whethar
morning or evening twilight wa know nob, Qae ig follow-
od by the night, the obher heralds the dawn, T we wank.
to see the dawning day after the twilight nod not the-
mournful night, is bahoves every ons of us who are Home

- Rulers tio realise the tradh as this junobure, to sband for ik
againgt any odde and to preach and prackise it at any cost
unflinchingly, Oaly will the correoct practice of bruth en-
gitle tham to the name of Homa Rulers,

It happened that sone one who preceded had said i
the course of his spesch that he was the disciple of
My, Pandya who, in turn, was the disciple of Mahatma
Gandhi. Almost the whole of Mr. Gandhi's address was in.
answer to this statement, He scid :—

As the fate would have ib, it happens that with Dy
Incger stay and insreasing familiarity in Indis, the unen-



