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~“yiabla name of Gara " s being gives me.  Some do nob
“hesitate to voluntesr for others and talk of hhem &s my

| disoiples. Bab I may give them a Warnmg. I am nob
~ingangible that this warning carries with it a senss of

; golf-eatenm, but sven ab tha risk of haing shyled oonnsitad,

- I would give the warmng I say that it is not within ma
to be anybody’'s " Garn.” I have alwaye and will always
disolaim this bitle, I, who am in search of a apiritval

Gurus how can I arrogate to myssll tha tible of a Gura ?
I aaunot aven think of being anybody’s political guru ia
‘the sense thab 1 applied the faton bo the late Mr, Gokhale. '

tor I am bub an infant in pollbius .ﬁ.uohhar hhind is hhah

1 would bs infinitely pained to find one who oalls hlmsalf
my diseiple going astray, or Ea!lmg ahorh of my axs:reum-
tions aud I want fo spare myuseif hhah pain, I, therefore.

- ask you to think a million bimea before you proseed to say
- ghat you ars anyhoedy's diseiple. Oar whole life iz but
an expetiment and our skill lies in always keeping the

. grain from the ohaff, 1 wish you all to join me in this
.~ graat experimeant, not ag digsiples buh as my brothers and

' gigters, regarding me if youchoose, ag your alder hrohbar,'

" To be a gura I mush be myself flawlessly perfect, whish I
4 gan never olaim ko be. (Bpaskiog of My, Mohaulal Pandya

|  the Mahtma said:) The honourifor the victory beioogs ba
My, Pandya in a special senge, I am aevarywhara being

- yogarded as ous living in the Blysian heights of perfeciness,
ay ona by profesasion a Satyagrahi, and 43 sbanding apark
from all, eapable of conceiving anything sad achiaviog
anything. No one therefors vanburea to exaulabe my ex-
ample.  But Mr, Mohanlal Pandya was still a novies in

the trade, he bogan hig sbudy of Satyagrahs early in tha
gumpaign and has now won his degres of tha Mastar of

CArts.  His influence, tharefors, told on all and he could




“infech many obhers with his courags and love of trath,
- Concluding, the Mahatma said that Satyagraha had
multibudinous applications and one could nob eall himsslf
a real Satyagrahi unless he had realised all of them.

The meeting in Nadiad was called for the special
purpose of doing honowr to Mr, Gandhi,  On receiving the
address Mr- Gandhi spoke lo this effect i—

I am grateful bo you for the addrass of honour you
have given me, But agervant of the paople eannot asoaph
bonours, Ha is suppoded tio have consaorated hiz all to
ithe people and I could but consaceats all that you have
given me to you. Qaa who has mada ''sarvice " his re-
digion, cannol lust for honour; the maomant ha does so,
e ig lost. I have sean that soms are inspired by the
dust of help while some by the lust of fams. Tha lush of
‘help ig sordid enough, but that of fame is even more so.
The misdeeda of the latter leads a man into ona more
wicked than those into whish the former does. I thera-
{ore begeach you that if you want really to do me honour)
do ncl please give ma a showar bath of addressas and
‘bonours, The bast way to honour ma is to do my
behest and to carry my prinoiples into prachice, And
whab, forsooth, have I done in this campaign ? If any-
‘thing, I ean only claim ths olevernags that ig necessary
for a goramander in picking oub man for his eampaign.
I was clever enough in doing that, but thera too I shonld
noé have achieved avything if you had not aoguithed
youraslves well. Thoe choice of my lieutenant, I may
bere add, was parbicularly happy, I will say that,
withouts the help of M:e V. J, Patel, wa oould
not have won the campaign. Hae had & splendid
practios, . he had his municipal work to do, but he
renounced it all and threw bimsell in the campaign. Bab
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 befora [ alose, T must'give my bribute of praige to those
who deserve it more than all the rest, and whose names.

" will probably never adorn your homours liss. First and
foremost T place the sweeper in the Ananthashram, who
has rendered nie & service which ie service in the highest -

‘gensoof the berm, aud for which T oaa nover expross ade~
quabe gratefulness. Next ooms the ohildren of the Ashram,

' who have upgrudgingly without any gense of reward
gerved me, looked alter ma at all bours of the day &and
the night, snd thus rendered a gervice of which vakile
and barristers are incapable.




- EARLIER INDIAN SPEECHES.

THE DUTIES OF BRITISH CITIZENSHIP,

The following statement made by Mr. Gandhi at the
time of the froubles in the Transvaal expiains his atts.
tude towards law and legislators and enunciates the
dutics of true British citszenship 1= ' '

I consider myself a lover of the British Empire, a
citizen (though voteless) of the Transvaal, prepared to
take my full share in promoting the general well-being
of the country.  And I claim it to be perfectly honour-
able and consistent with the above profession to advise
my countrymen mnot to submit to the Asiatic Act, as
being derogatory to their manhood and offensive to their
religion. And I claim, too, that the method of passive
resistance adopted to combat the mischief is the clearest

‘and safest, because, if the canseis not true, it is the
resisters, and they alone, who suffer. 1am perfectly
~aware of the danger to good government, in a country
inhabited by many races unequally developed, when an
honest citizen advises resistance toa law of the land,
But I refuse to believe in the infallibility of legislators.
I do believe that they are not always guided by gene-
rous or even just sentiments in their dealings with
unrepresented classes, I venture to say that if passive
resistance is generally accepted, it will once and for

ever avoid the contingency of a terrible déafh--stfugg]e

S

and bloodshed in the event (not impossible) of the

natives being exasperated by a stupid mistake of our
legislators. LS - S
15 A n.
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It has been said that those who do not like the law
'may leave the country. This is all very well, spoken
from a cushioned cha.lr, but it is neither possible nor
ibecoming for men to leave their homes because they do
“not subscribe to certain laws enacted against them. The
Ulitlanders of the Boer regime complained of harsh.
laws; they, too, were told that 1if they did not like
them, they could retlre from the country, Are Indlans,_
who are fighting for their self-respect, to slink away |
from the country for fear of suffering impnsonment or
worse ?  If I could he]p it, nothing would remove
Trdiaus from the country save brute force. It is no part
of a citizen’s duty to pay blind obedience to the laws '
imposed on him, And if my countrymen believe in God
and the existence of the soul then, while they may
admit that their bodies bélong to the state to be
imprisoned and deported, their minds, their w1lls and
. their souls must ever remain free like the birds of the
air, and ave beyond the reach of the swiftest arrow,

A PLEA FOR THE SOUL.

o B I'ke Sfollowing is an  extract Jrom the leiter of the
London corvespondent oy the © Amrita Bazaar Patrika”
Summarising an address delivered by Mr. Gandhi before
the Menibers uf!ke Binerson Olub and of the Hampstead
Branch of the Peace and Arbitration Soctely whslst in
London, : :

Mr. Gandhi tured to India, and spoke with
enthusiasm of Rama, the victim of the machinations of
3 woman, choosing fourtesn years’ exile rather than
surrender : other Orientals were mentioned, and then,
¢hrough the Doukhabors of to-day, he brought the
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| i"}i’_oughts of the audience to the soul resistance of Indians-
versus brute force in south Africa. FHe insisted that it -
was completely a mistake to believe that Indians were
incapable of lengthened resistance [or a principle; in
their fearlessness of suffering they were second to none
in the world. Passive resistance had been called a
weapon of the wealk, but Mr. Gandhi maintained that it
required courage higher than that of a soldier on the
battlefield, which was often the impulse of the moment ;
for passive resistance was continuous and sustained: it
meant physical suffering. Some people were inclined
to think it too difficult to be carried out to-day, but those
who held that idea were not moved by true conrage——
Again referring to Oiiental teaching, Mr, Gandhi said
that the teaching of the ¢ Lord’s Song” was, from the
heginning, the necessity of fearlessness. He touched on
the question of physical force while insisting that it
was not thought of by Indians in the Transvaal. He does
~does not want to share in liberty for India that is
gained by violence and bloodsned, and insists that no
country is so capable as India for wielding soul force,
Mr, Gandhi did not approve of the militant tactics of
the suffragettes for the reason that they were meeting
body force with body force, and not using the higher
power of soul force ; violence begot violence. He main-
tained, too, that the association of Britain-and India~—
must be a mutual benefit, if India~—eschewing
violence-—did not depart from her proud position of be-
ing the giver and the teacher of religion. “lf the world
believes in the existence of the soul.,”” He said in con-'!
clusion, ““it must be recognised that soul force is better
than body force: it is the sacred principle of love which !
moves mountains. On us is the responsibility of living




1.

| blit this sacred law ; we are not concerned with resulte
. Mr. Gandhi protested against the mad rush of to~
day, and, instead of blessing the means by which
modern science has made 'this mad rush puss:ble, that
 is, railways, motors, telegraph, telephone, and even the
coming flying machines, he declared that they were
dlvertmg man’s thoughts from the main purposé¢ of life ;

| BARLIER INDIAN SPEECHES

! 13 bodily comfort stood before soul growth; man had no

' time to-day even to know himself ; he preferred a news-
. papér or sport or other things rather than to be left
2 alone with himself for thought. He claimed Ruskin as

"on his side in this expression of protest against the

i drive and hurry of modern civilisation, He did not

!"I-":dESCI'lbL. this development of material science as ex-

A " ¢lusively British, 'hut he considered that its effect in

/India had been baneful in many ways. He instanced
_-"_'the desecration of India’s holy places, which he said

were mo lenger holy, because the fatal facility of
:locom_o_tlon had brought to those places people whose
onlyiaim was to defraud the unsophisticated: such
‘people, in the olden days when pilgrimages meant long
and wearisome walking through jungles, crossing rivers,

“ 1 and etcountering many dangers, had not the stamina to

_ reach the goal. Pilgrimages in those days could only
be utidertaken by the cream of society, but they came
6 know each other ; the aim of the holy places was to
“make India holy. Plague and famine, which existed in’
‘pre-British days, were local then ; to-day, rapid locomo-

tion had caused them to spread, To avoid the calamity
s awhich intense materialism must bring, Mr. Gandhi
. lurged that india should go back to her former holiness
“iwwhich is not yet lost.  The contact with the West has
awakened ther from the Iet! hargy into which she had
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- sunk: the new spitit, if properly directed, would bring
blesssing to both nations and to the world. If India
adopted Western modern civilisation as Japan had done.
there must be perpetual cqnﬂ:ct and grasping between

Briton and Indian. If, on the other hand, India’s ancient
civilisation can withstand this latest assault, as it has
- withstood so many before, and be. as of old, the reli-
gious teacher, the spiritual guide, then there would be
no impassable barrier between East and West,  Some
circumstances exist, said Mr. Gandhi, which we cannot
mnderstand ; but the main purpose of life is to live
‘rightly, think rightly, act rightly; the soul must
langunish when we give all our thought to the body.

ON ANARCHICAL CRIMES.

A PLEA FOR THE SOUL -

The following is the summary of an address
delivered at the Students’ Hall, Uollege S quare, Caloutia,
in March 1915 wsth the Flon. Mr. Lyon in the chair.

. Though it was the command of his Guru, the late
Mr. Gokhale that Mr. Gandbi, during his stay here
should keep his ears open but his mouth shut, he could
not resist the temptation of addressing the meeting. It
_ was the opinion of the speaker as well as his departed
Guru that politics shoald not be a sealed book to the
student community ; for he saw no reason why student
.should not study and take part in politics. He went the
length of saying that politics should not be divorced
from religion. They would agree with him as well as
their teachers, professors and the worthy Chairman that
literary education is of no value, if it is not able to build
up a sound character, Could it be said that the students
pr tha public men in this country are Pnlllely fearless?
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. This questxon engaged the speaker's serious attenmm ‘
_ although he was in exile. He undérstood what political
dacoity or political assassination was, He had given
|| the subject his most careful attention and he came fto
_ the conclusion that some of the studeuts of his country
. were fired no doubt with zeal in their minds and with
. Jove for their motherland, but they did not know how
they should love her best.’ He believed that some
of them resorted to mnefarious means, because they
did not work in the fear of God but in the fear of
man. He was there totell them that if he was for
sedition, he must speak out sadition and think loudly
" and take the consequence. If he did so, it would clear
‘the atmosphere of any taint of hypocrisy, It the
students, who are the hopes of India, nay, perhaps of the
Empire, did not work in the fear of God, but in the fear
of man, in the fear of the authorities—the Government
whether it is represented by the British or an mdlgenous-
body, the results would prove disastrous to the country.
They should always keep their minds open, regardless
. of what the consequence would be; youths who have
. resorted to dacoities and assassinations, were misguided
Ja youths with whom they should have absolutely no
connection, They should consider those persons as
‘enemies to themselyes and to their country. But he
did not for a moment suggest that they should hate those
people. The speaker was not a heliever in Government
‘he would not have any Government. He believes that
(overnment is the best that governs the least. But
whatever his personal views were, he must say that
misguided zeal that resorts to dacoities and assassinations
cannot be productive of any goods These dacoities and
mssassinations are absolutely a foreign growth in Indiae
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They cannot take root here and cannot be a permanent
institution here.  History proves that assassinations
have done 1o good. The religion of this country, the
Hindu religion is abstention from “himsa,” that is taking
animal life, That is, he believes the guiding principle
of all religions, The Hindu religion says that even the
evil-doer should not'be hated. It says that nobody has
any right to kill even the evil doer, These assassina-
tions are a western institution and the speaker warned
his hearers against these western methods and western
evils, What have they done in the western world ?
If the youths imitated them and believed that they
could do the slightest good to India they were totally
mistaken. He would not discuss what Government was
best for India, whether the British Government or the
Government that existed before, though he believed
that there was a great deal of room for improvement in
‘the British Government. But he would advise his

. young friends to be fearless, sincere and be guided by

 the principle of religion. , If they had a programme for

the country, let them place it openly before the public.

The speaker concluded the address with an appeal to

the young men present, to be religious and be guided by

a spirit of religion and morality. If they were prepared

to die, the speaker was prepared to die with them. He

would be ready to accept their guidance. But if they

wanted to terrorise the country, he should rise against
them.
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LOYALTY TO THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

Af the annual grzthermg 0 f the Madms Luw Dmmr
in April 1915, Mr. 8. K. Gundhi was specially smvsted.
to propose the toast of the British Binpire, The Hon'bls
M. Oorbet, the Advocate-General, in doing so referved to
Mr. Gandhi as a very distinguished stranger, a stranger '
in the sense that they had not known him long, but one

 whose name  they were all familiar withe My, Gandhi

- wag a member of the profession, though he had not lately
practised.  Mr, Gandhi, he continued, was about to pro-
pose the toast of the Britésh Bmpire, for the consolida-
tion of which he had laboured sirenuously, with absolute
self-devotion for many years, Mr, Gandhs sasd i==

During my three months' tour in India, as also in

South Mr:ca., I have been so often questioned how I, a
determined opponent of modern civilization and an

avowed patriot, could reconcile myself to loyalty of the
British Empire of which India was such a large part ;
how it was possible for me to find it consistent that
Iﬁdi‘a and England could work together for mutual
benefit. 1t gives me the greatest pleasure this evening
at this great and important gathering, to  re-declare my-

' loyalty to this British Empire, and my loyalty 1s based
upon very selfish grounds, As a passive resister I dis-
covered that a passive resister has to make good his
claim to passive resistance, no matter under what cie-
cumstances he finds himself, and 1 discovered that the
British Empire had certain ideals with which 1 have
fallen in love, and one of those ideals is that every sub-
ject of the British Empire has the freest scope possible



for his energies and hdndur and wha.tefer he thinks is
due to bis conscience. I think that this is true of the
British Empire, as it is not true of any other Govern-

ment. (Applause,) I feel, as you bere. perhaps know,

=2 /;/ LOYALTY TO THE BRITISH EMPIRE 988 @L

~that 1 am no lover of any Government and [ have more =

than one said that that Government is best which
governs least, And I have found that it is possible for
‘me tobe governed least under the British Empire. Hence
. my loyalty to the, British Empire. (Loud applanse)s

ADVICE TO STUDENTS.
Mr. Gandhi delivered the following speech af the
Y. M. 0. A, in reply to the Madras Stndents’ address on
- April 27, 1915, the Hon, Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sasiri
presiding. -

' Mr. Chairman and Dear Friends,~Madras as well-
nigh exhausted the English vocabulary in using adjec-
tives of virtue with reference to my wife and myself, and,
if I may be called upon to give an opinion as to where I
bave been smothered with kindness, love and attention, I
would have to say; it 1s Madras. (Applause). But as
1 have said so often, I believed it of Madras. So it is no

_wonder to me that you are lavishing all these kindnesses
with unparalleled generosity, and ' now the wotthy pres
‘sident of the Servantsof India Society—under which
society ‘I am going throngh a period of probation-—has,
if I may say so, capped it all. Am I worthy of thesa
‘things? My answer from the innermost recesses of my
heart is an emphatic “ No.” But I have come to India
to becotne worthy of every adjective that ybu may use,
»and all my life will certainly be dedicated to prove
worthy of them, if I am to be a worthy servant.
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| And se itis that you have sung that beautiful

i . mational song, on bearing which all of us 'sprang to our:

feet. {The poet has lavished all the adjectives that he

| possibly conld to describe Mother India. He describes.

Mother India as sweet smiling, sweet-speaking, fragrant,
all-powerful, all good, truthful, land flowing with milk
and hovey, land having ripe fields, " fruits and grains,
land-inhabited by a race of men of whom we have only
a picture in the great Golden Age. He pictures to usa.
land which shall embrace in its possession the whole of
the wotld, the whole of humanity by the might or
' right not of physical power but of soui-power, Can we
ging that hymn ? Iask myself, “can 1, by any right,
gpring to my feet when I listen to that song.” The
poet no doubt gave us a picture for our realisation, the

s ~ words of which simply remain prophetic, and it is for

you, the hope of India, to realise every word that the
poet has said in describing this motherland of ourss To
day, I feel that these adjectives are very largely mis-
placed in his description of the motherland, and it is
for you and for me to make good the claim that the poet.
has advanced on behalf of his motherland.
THE REAL EDUCATION. i
You, the students of Madras, as well as the siudents .
ali over India-—-are you receiving an education which
‘will make you worthy to realise that ideal and which
will draw the best out of you, or is it an education which
has become a factory for making Government employees
or clerks in commercial offices 7 Is the goal of the educa- -
tion that you are receiving that of mere employment
whether in the Government departments or other
departments ? If that be the goal of your Education,if -
that is the goal that yon have set before yourselves, &
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feeland I fear that the vision which the poet pictured for
himself is far from being realised. As you have heard
| me say perhaps, or as you have read, I am and 1 have
been a determineéd opponent of modern civilisation, 1
want you to turn your,eyes to-day upon what is going on
in Europe and if you have come to the conclusion that
Europe is to-day groaning under the heels of the modern
civilization then you and your elders will ‘have to think
twice before vou can emulate that civilisation in our
Motherland, But'l have been told, “ How can we help
it, seeing that our rulers bring that cuiture to our
Motherland.” Do not make any mistake aboutit atalls I
do not forone moment believe that it is for any rulers {o
bring that culture to you, unless you are prepared to
accept it, and if it be that the rulers bring that culture
before us I think that we have forces within ourselves to
enable us to reject that culture without having to reject
the rulers themselvas. (Applause). T have said on many
. a platform that the British race is with us. 1 decline to
o into the reasons why that race is with us, but I do
believe that it is possible for India if she would but
live upto the traditions of the sages of whom you have
heard from our worthy president, to transmit a message.
through this great race, a message not of physical
might, but a message of love. And ‘then, it will be
your privilege to conquer the conqguerots not by shed-
ding blood but by sheer force of spiritual predominence,
When I consider what is going on to-day in India, 1
think it is necessary for us to say what our opinion is in
connection with the political assassinations and political
dacoities, I feel that these are purely a foreign impors
tation which cannot take root in this land, 'But you
the student ‘'world have to beware, lest mentally or
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morally you give one. thought of approval io this
 kind of terrorism. I, as a passive resister, will
give you another thing very substantial  for it
Terrorise yourself ; search within; by all means resist
tyranny wherever. you find it ; by all means resist en-
croachment upon your liberty, but not by shedding the
blood of the tyravt. That is not what is taught by our
religion,  Our religion is based upon akimsa, which in
its active form is nothing but Love, love not only to
your neighbours, not only to your friends but love even
to those who may be your enemies.
.. One word mors in conpection with the same thmgl :
think that if we were to practise truth, to practise
ahimsa we must immediately see that we also pratise
 fearlessness, If our rulers are doing what in our opinion
is wrong, and if we feel it our duty to let them hear our
advice, even though it may be considered sedition, I urge
. you to speak sedition-=but at your peril, you must be
 prepared to suffer the consequences, And when you are
. ready to suffer the consequences and not hit below the
‘belt, then I think you will have made good your right
to have vour advice heard even by the Government,
RIGHTS AND DUTIESs . .
I ally myself with the British Government, be.,ause
i believe that it is possible for me to claim equal part-
nership with every subject of the British Empire. T
to-day claim that equal partnership, Ido not belong to
a subject race. I do not call myself a member of a
subject race. But there is this thing: it is not for the
British Governors to give you; it is for you to take
the thing, 1 want and I can take the thing. Thatl
want only by discharging my obligations, Max
Muller has told us,~—we need not go to Max Muller to

e -
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jnterpret our own rehgmn--but he says our religwn,
consists in four letters “D-u-t-y'" ‘and not in the five
¢ letters “R-i-g-h-t”.  And if ‘you believe that all that‘Wé‘ hal
‘want can go from a letter discharge of our duty,
"then think always of your duty and fighting along
~ those lides 3 you will bave no fear of any man, you will
fear only God. That is the message that my masterm—'_
if I may say so, your master too-—Mr. Gokhale has given .
o us. 'What is that message then ? It is in the constitu-
tion of the Servants of India Society and that is the
message by which [ wish to be guided in my lifé. The
‘message is to spiritualise the political life and the
political institutions of the country, We must immedi-
‘ately set about realising its practice, The students
cannot be away from po!ifjes. Politics is as essential to
them as religion, Politics cannot be divorced from
religion. My views may not be acceptable to you,
1 know. All the same, I can only give you what is
shrrmg: me to my  very depths. On the authority
of my experiences in Souith Africa ] claim that  your
countrymen who had not that modern culture but who
had that strength of the Rishis of old, who have
inherited the iapascharya performed by the Rlﬁhls :
without having known a single word of English hte-
rature and without knowing anything whatsoever of
the present modern culture, they were able to rise to
their full height, And what has been possible for the
uneducated and illiterate countrymen of ours in South
Africa is ten times possible for you and for me to-day in
‘this sacred land of ours. May that be your privilege
and may that be my privilege. (Applause.)

-
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POLITICS AND THE PEOPLE.

| Mr.and Mrs. Gandhi on their way to Tranquebar
arrived at Mayavaram on the 22nd May, 1915, and they
were presented with an address by the citizens of ﬂlh'_c
. tfown. In the course of his reply, Mr. Gandhi said i
Tt was quite by accident that 1 had the great
pleasure of receiving an address from my ‘' Panchama
~brethren, and there, they said that they were without
convenience tor drinking water, they were without con-
venience for living supplies, and they could not buy__or
hold land. It was difficult for them even to approach
Courtss Probably, the last is due to their fear, buta
fear certainly not due to themselves, and who is then
i 'fBSDOl‘!S_ib]E! for this state of things? Do we propose to
perpetuate this state of things? 1Is it a part of Hinda-
gsm? I do mnot know. I have now to learn what
Hinduism reallyis. In sofaras I have been able to
study Hinduism outside India, I have felt that it is no
part of real Hinduism to bave in its hold a mass of
" people whom 1 would call “ untouchatiles,”” If it was
proved to ms that this is an essential part of Hinduaism,
I for one would declare myself an open rebel against
Hinduism itself, (Hear, hear,)

Are the Brahmins in Mayavaram equal minded to-
wards the Pariah and will they tell me, if they are so
equal minded, that others will not follow? Hven if
they say that they are prepared to de so but others will
not follow, I shall have to disbelieve them until I have
reviced my notions of Hinduisn.. If the Brahmins
themselves consider they are holding high position by
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panance and auslenty, than they. haw themsel ves much

to learn, then they will be the peop]e who have cursed_--'

and ruined the land.
My friend, the Chalrmcm‘ has asked me the ques-
" tion whether it is true that T am at war with my leaders,
‘_I."say that I am not at war with my leaders, I seem tq'_
“be at war with my leaders because many things I have

heard seem to be inconsistent with my notions of selfe

respect and with self respect to my Motherland. Ifeel:
that they are probably not discharging the cacred trust

- they have taken upon their shoulders; but I am sure I
am studying or endeavouring to take wisdom from them,
but I failed to take that wisdoms It may be that I am
incompetent and unfit to  follow them. If so, I shall
revise my ideas. Still I am in a position to say that 1
seem to be at war with my leaders, Whatever they do
or whatever the.y say does not somehow or other appeal

to be appealing to me,

1 find here words of welcome in the English Jan-
guage. I find in the Congress programme a Resolution
on Swadeshi, If you hold that you are Swadeshi and
yet print these in English, then Iam not Swadeshi. To
me it seems that it is inconsistent. I hayve. nothing to
say against the English language, But I do say that,
if you kill the vernaculars and raise the English lan-
guage on the tomb of the vernaculars (hear, hear), then
you are not favouring Swadeshi in the right sense of the
term, If you feel that I do not know Tamil, you should

pardon me, you should execuse me . and teach me and
ask me to learn Tamil and I having your welcome i m
that beautiful language. if you translate it to me, then

I should” think you ‘are performing some part of the

,

' Ao me. The major part of what they say does not seem
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~programme. Then only T should think I am being
taught Swadeshi. i i okl
I asked when we were passing through Mayavarant
whether there have been any handlooms here and
whether there were handloom-weavers here, 1 was told
thai there were 50 handlooms in Mayavaram, What were
they engaged in? They were engaged chiefly in prepar-
ing ““ Sarees” for our women. Then is Swadeshi to be
confined only to the women? It is to be only in their
keeping? I do not find that our friends, the male
population, also have their stuff prepared for them by
these weavers and through their handlooms, (a voice &
there are 1,000 hondlooms here.). There are, 1 understand!
one thousand handlooms, So much the worse for the
leaders | Loud applause.) If these one thousand hand-
looms are kept chiefly in attending to the wants of our
women, double this supply of our handlooms and you.
will have all your wants supplied by our own weavers
and there will be no poverty in the land, T ask you and'
‘ask our friend the President how far he is indebted tor
foreign goods for .his outfit and if he can tell me that
he has tried his utmost and still has failed to outfit.
himself or rather to fit himself out with Swadeshi:
clothing and therefore he has got this stuff, I shall sit
at his feet and learn a lesson. What I have been able-
to learn co-day is that it is entirely possible for me,.
without any extra cost, to fit myself with Swadeshi
clothings How am I to learn through those who move
or who are supposed to be movers in the Congress, the
secret of the Resolution ? I sit at the feet of my leaders, I
sit at the feet of the Mayavaram people and let them.
reveal the mystery, give me the secret of the meaning,
teach me how I should behave myself and tell e
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whether itisa part of the National movement that
should drive off those who are without dwellings, why
| cry for water and that I should reject the advances of
’ those who cry for food. These are the questions which
I ask my friend here, Since I am saying something
« . agaivst you, 1 doubt whether 1 shallstill enjoy or
retain the affection of the student population and b
whether I shall still retain the blessing of my leaders, I
ask you to have a large hecrt and give mea little corner
in it. I shall try to steal into that corner. If you would
be kind enough to teach me wisdom, I shall learn wisdom
in all humility and in all earnestness. I am praying for
it and I am asking for it. If you cannot teach me, I again
declare myself at war wnth my leaders. (Loud cheers,)

THE REWARD OF PUBLIC LIFE,

In reply to the citizens’ address at Bangalore
msenfed sn May 1915, Mr. G'mzdha made the following
speech

I did not want tobe dragged in the carriage: There
is a meanmg in that, Let us not spoil our public men by
dragging them, Let them work silently, We should not
encourage the thought, that one has to work, because one
will be bonoured similarly. Let public men feel that
they will be stoned, they will be neglected and let them
still love the country ; for service is its own reward, A
charge has been brought against us that we as a nation
are too demonstrative and lack businesslike methods, We
plead guilty to the charge. Are we to copy modern
activities or ate we to copy the ancient civilisation which
has survived so many shocks ? You and I have to act on

the political platform from a spiritual side and if this is
16 4
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_ done, we should then conquer the ‘conquerors, The day '
will dawn then, when we can consider an’ EngliShmaﬁ :
as a fellow-citizen. ' (Cheers). That day will shortly
come : but it my be difficult to conceive when, I have
bad signal opportunities of associating myself with
Englishmen of character, devotion, nobility and in-
fluence. I can assure you that the present wave' of
activify is passing away and a new civilisation is com~
ing shortly which will be a nobler ope. India isa
great dependency and Mysore is a great Native State.
It must be possible for you to transmit this message to
British Governors and to British statesmen; the mes~
sage is “Establish a Ram Rajya in Mysore and have
as your minister a Vasishta who will command’
obedience,” (Prolonged ~cheers) Then my fellow-
countrymen, you can dictate terms to the congueror,
(Prolonged cheers,)

THREE SPEECHES ON GOKHALE
I. UNVEILING MR. GOKHALE'S PORTRAIT

The followsng 1s the speech delivered by Mr. Gandhs
ai Bangalore tn unveiling a portrast of Mr. Gokhale in -
May, 1915.

My dear countrymen,~Before 1 perform this cere-
mony to which you have called me, I wish to say this
to vou that you have given me a great opportunity or -
rather a privilege on this great occasion, I saw in the
recitation,~the beautiful recitation that was given to’

| me,~—that God is with them whose garment was dusty
and tattered. My thoughts immediately went to the
end of my garment ; I'examined and found that it is not
dusty and it is not tattered; it is fairly spotless and

s et
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| clean. Godis not in me. There are other condxtlons_}-_
attached; but in these conditions too I " may fail and
you, my dear countrymen, may also fail s andif we do
tend this well, we should not dishonour tha memory of
one whose portrait you have asked me to unveil this
morning. I have declared myself his disciple in the
political field and I have him asmy Raja Gurw: and
this I ¢laim on behalf of the Indian people. It wasin
1896 that I made this declaration, and I do not regret
having made the choice. ;
Mr. Gokhale tanght me that the dream of every
Indian who claims to love his country, should 'be not to
glorify in language but to spiritualise the political life
of the country and the political institutions of the
country. He inspired my life and is still inspiring ; and
in that I wish to purify myself and spiritualise myself.
I have dedicated myself to that ideal. 'I may fail, and
to what extent I may fail, I call myself to that extent
an unwort hy disciple of my master.
SPIRITUALISING THE POLITICAL LIFE
What is the meaning of spiritnalising the political
life of the country ? What is the meaning of spiritual-
ising myself ? That question has come before me often
and often and to you it may seem one thing, to ime it
may se eém another thing ; it may mean different things
to the different members of the Servants of India
‘Saciety itself. It shows much difficulty and it shows
the difficulties, of all those who want to love their
country, who want to serve their country and who. want
to hon our their country. I think the political life muste,
be an echo of private life and that there cannof be any,
divorce between the tw

L m - -
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I was by the side of that saintly politician to the end '
of his life and I found no ego in him, I ask you, members
of the Social Service L.eague, if there is no ego in you,
If he wanted to shine, if he wanted to shine in the
political field of his country, he did so not in order that
he 1mght gain public applause, but in order that his
country may gain. He developed every particular
faculty in him, not in order to win the praise of the
world for himself, but in order that his country might
gain, He did not seek public applause, but it was
showered upon him, it was thrust upon hinr; he wanted
that his country might gain and that was his great
inspiration, f

There are many things for which India is blamed
very rightly, and if you should add omne more to our
failures the blame will descend not only on you but also
on me for baving participated in to-day’s functions, But
1 have great faith in my countr ymen,

You ask me to unveil this portrait to-day, and I will
do =0 in all sincerity and that should be the end of your
life, (Loud and continued applause )

II, THE LATE MR. GOKHALE.

The following is the text of Mr. Gandhi's speech tn
seconding the Resolution on Mr. Gokhale at the 15th
Bombay Provincial Conference held at Poona on 10th
and 11th July 1915,

Mr. President, Brothers and Sisters,~—Perhaps it is
impudent on my part to add anything to the feeling
wotds that have been spoken by Mrs, Ranade. 'Lhe fact
that she is the widow of the master's master adds solem-
nity to the proceedings, which I can only mar by any

EARLIER INDIAN SPEECHES' =
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arks I may make. But, clmming as I do to be one of
 Mr. Gokhale's disciples, you will forgwe me if I say @&
few words which are personal tit-bits, It wason board
the Oronprins some years ago that I found myself in the
master's company together with a common friend, My,
Kallenbach, a German. (Laughter,) Let me say that all
Germans are not fiends; nor are all German soldiers
fiends, Mr. Kallenbach is a German and a soldier; but I
feal that no purer-minded person to-day walks the earth
in Europe than Mr. Kallenbach. (Hear, hear.) He was
accepted as 2 worthy companion by Mr, Gokhale, who
used to play with him the game of coits. Mr, Gokhale
had just then, during the voyage from England to
Capetown, picked upthat game, and he very nearly . '
gave Mr. Kallenbacha beating in the game. (Laughterf . ' ¢
I fancy that was a drawn game between themy:
and, let me add, Mr. Kallenbach, so far as I am '
aware, is one of the cleverest players of coits ip (|
South Africa., Just after that we had our meals
.at which Mr,  Gokhale was talking to me with re-
ference to the result of the game. He thought I never
indulged in such sports and that I was against them, He
expostulated with me in kind words and said, “Do you
know why I want to enter into such competition with
Europeans ? I certainly want to do at least as much. as
they can do, for the sake of our country. (Hear, 'hedr.
It is said, rightly or wrongly, that we are inferior peopls
in many matiers, and so far as I can do it"—and this he
said in all humility—“I certainly want to show that we '
are at least their equals, if not their superiors.” That '/ _
was one incident. On board the same steamer we wera
' eugagéd in a hot discussion in connection with our!
dear motherland, and he was 'mapping out, for
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me, as a father would for his child, a programme
that I was to follow in India if I ever happened to
'see the motherland again, and in connection there-
‘with there was one thing he said - We lack in
.India = character ; we want religious zeal in . the
political field.”  Shall we then follow the spirit of
the master with the same thoroughness and the same
religious zeal, so that we can safely teach a child poli-
tics ¢  One of his missions in life, 1 think, was to inculs
cate the lesson that whatever we do, we should do with
thoroughness, This itis not possible for us mortals to
imitate in any degree of perfection. Whatever he did,
he did with a religious zeal ; that was the secret of his-
success, He did vot wear his religion on his sleeves ;
e lived it. Whatever he touched, he purified : where-
ever he went, he recreated an atmosphere around him
which was fragranty When he came to South Africa
he electrified the people there not only by his magnifi-
«cent eloquence but by the sincerity of his character
and by the religious devotion with which he worked,
What was that devotion? Ailing though he was,
he was awake the whole night ‘practically when
we was to have seen General Smuts: he did so in
order to prepare the case for his countrymen with a
thoroughness that surprised the Leader of the Boer
Government. What was the result? The result was
that he got the promise from the South African Govern-
ment that the £3 tax would be gone in a few years, and
the £3 tax is no more. (Cheerss) It is no more there
to grind down so many thousands of our countrymen,
Mr. Gokhale is dead, but it is possible for you and for
me to make his spirit live in us and throughus. (Hear,
hear). We are about to pass resolutions which would
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‘expect us, the chosen representatives, it, or may be, the
-gelf-elected representatives of. the people to do certain
things. Shall we discharge our trust with the master’s
devotion? The people wa represent will base their =
verdict not upon our speeches but upon our actions, and
how shall we act ? We have a right to pass this resoly-
tion if we act in the spirit of the master, e

&

IIl. GOKHALE’S SERYICES TO INDIA
Ay unveiling the portrait of Gokhale at the Khalih-
dina Hall, Karachi, on T uesday the 29th Februayy,
1916, Mr. Gandhi spoke as follows =
In Hyderabad, Sind, also, I was asked to unv eil a
portrait of Mr, Gokhale ; and there I put to myself and
to those present a question which I put to myself and to
.yon now. That question is;: What right have I to un-
veil the portrait of Mr. Gokhale and what right have you
to join in the ceremony ? Of course to unveil a portrait
or to join in it is nothing great or important in itself. But
the question really involved in the ceremony is impor-
tant viz,, are your hearts and is my heart in reality so
much moved as to copy the glorious example of the
great man? The function will have no real significance
unless we follow in his footsteps, And if we do follow
him we shall be.able to achieve a great deal. Of course
it is not possible for all of ms to achieve what Mr. .
Gokhale did in the Imperial Legislative Council. But
the way in which he served the Motherland, the whole-
hearted devotion with which he didit day an_d,n'ight
without ceasing—all this it is in our power to do as the
great one did. And I hope that when yon leave this
hall you will bear in mind to follow him and thus give
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expresslcm to your regard for I:um._ You know that the '

' best achievement of Mr. Gokhale according to him-
solf was the establishment of the Servants of 'India
Society. This great institution he has left behind him;
‘and it lies with us to support it and continae its npble
work. Tt would be best if we could join the Societye
But that will involve the question of our being fit for it.
Buat if we are not in a position to join the Society, we
can all do the next best thing vis. render pecuniary aid
and swell the funds of the Society. A great deal of
money has been collected in the Bombay Presidency to
porpetuate the memory of Mr, Gokhale ; but so far
nothing has been done in Karachi, Hyderabad and other
parts of Sind, Hence to-day on this occasion you should
all make up your minds to do something in this connec-
tion. In Bombay, Rs. 30,000 have been collected for the
erection of Mr. Gokhale’s statue. Besides that, money
has been collected for placing the Servants of India
Society on a sound financial basis. For this purpose a
lakh of rupees are required. That amount has not yet
been collected. In fact, Rs. 75,000 has been collected

+ ' and Rs, 25,000 still remains to be subscribed. Karachi
 and Hyderabad could easily do that and collect the

balance. 1 do not mean to say that you should neces-
sarily contribute that amonnt, You may do what your
hearts move you to do ; what I say is that if your hearts
are really moved, you may render monetary help to the
Servants of India Society, That will be the true test of
your regard for Mr. Gokhale and the best way of
perpetuating the memory of the great man who lived
and who died for the Motherland. (Loud applause).
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HINDU UNIVERSITY SPEECH..

The follswing is the full text of the speech delivered
on Feb. 4th 1916, on the occasion of the opening of the
Benares Hindu University. The speech was edited by
Mr. Gandhi. ‘I editing the speech " he wrote, “ I have
merely removed some of the verbiage which in cold prmt
wout’d make the speech bad reading.”

' Friends, I wish to tender my humble apology for the
loﬁg delay that took place before I am able to reach this
place. And you will readily accept the apology when I
tell you that I am not|responsible for the delay nor is
any human agency responsible for it. (Laughter) The
fact is that I am like an animal on show, and my
keepers in their over-kindness always manage to neg-
lect a necessary chapter in ! this life, and that is pure
accident. In this case, they did not provide for the
series of accidents that happened to us—to me, keepers,
and my carriers. Hence this delay,

Friends, 'under the influence of the)matchless
eloquence -of the lady (Mrs. Besant} who has just
sat down, pray, do not believe that our University
has become a finished product, and that all the yourig"
men who are to come to the University, that has yet |\
to rise and come into existence, have also cothe and.
returned from it finished citizens of a great empire.
Do not go away with any such infpression, and if you,.
the student world to which my] remarks are sup-
posed to be addressed this evening, consider for one
moment that the spiritual life, for which this coun-
try is noted and for which this country has no rival,.
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can be transmitted through the lip, pray, believe me \
- youare wrong. You will never be able merely through
the lip, to give the message that India, 1 hope will one
day deliver to the world, I myself have been * fed up"
-with speeches and lectures. . Haccept the lectures that
_have been delivered here during the last two days from
this category, becanse they were necessary. ButI do
_venture to suggest to you that we have now reached al-
most the end of our! resources in. speech making,
and it is not enough that our ears are feasted, that our
eyes are feasted, but it is necessary that oar hearts
‘have got to be touched and that our hands and feet
have ]got to be moved. We have been told during
the last two days how necessaryitis, if we areto
retain our hold upon the simplicity of Indian charac-
ter that our hands and feet should move iniun-ison
with our . hearts. But this is only by way of pre-
face. I wanted to say it is a matter of deep humiliation
and shame for us that lam compelled this evening under
the shadow of thl“»ng'ea.t college, in this sacred city, to
address my countrymen in a language that is. fore:gn to
me. [ know that if I was appointed an examiner, to
examine all those who bave been attending during thesel_
two days this series of lectures, most of those who might
. be examined upon these lectures would fail. And why?
Because they have not been touched, I was present at
the sessions of the great Congress in the{ moxnth of Decem-
ber. There was a much vaster audience, and will you
believe me when I tell you that the only speeches that
touched that huge audience in Bombay were the
speeches that were delivered in Hindustani ? InjBombay,
mind you, not in Benares where everybody speaks Hindi,
But between the varnaculars of the Bombay Presidency




“dividing line exists as there does between Engllahland
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on 'the one hand, and Hmah on the other, no such . great

the sister languages of India ; and the Congress audi-

ence was better able to follow the speakers in Hindi, I

am hoping that this University will.see to it that the

youths who come to it will recewei their iustruction |/

“through the medium of their vernaculars. Our langu-
age is the reflection of ourselves,and if you tell me that .

Jour languages are too poor to express the best thought,
then I say that the sooner we! are wiped out of exis-
tence the better forus. Is therea man who dreams

that Epglish ‘can ever become the national langunage of

JIndia ? (Cries of * Never''), Why this handicap on the
pnation ? Just consider for one moment what an Eun-
equal race our lads have to run with every English
lad. 1 had the privilege of a close conversation with
some Poona professors, They assured me that every
Indian youth, becanse he reached his knowledge through
the Englis.fi language, lost at least six precious years of
life. Multiply tbat by the number of studenis turned
out by our schools and colleges, and find out for your-
selves how many thousand years have been lost to - Lhe
pation,| The charge against us is that we -have no
initiative. How can we have any if we are to devote the
precious years of our life to the mastery of a foreign
tongue ? We fail in this attempt also, Was it possible
for any speaker wyesterday and to-day to impréss his
audience as was possible for Mr, Higginbotham ? It was
not the fault of the previons speakers that they could
not engage the audience. They bad more than
substance enough for us in their addresses.  But their
addresses could not go home to us, I have heard it
said that after all it is English-educated India which is

L A |
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' '-_iéa.ding and which is doing all the thing for the  matione
Tt would be monstrous if it were otherwise, The only
education we receive is English education, Surely we
must show something for it. But suppose that we had

. been receiving during the past fifty years education

 through our vernaculars, what should we have to-day ?
W e should have to-day a free India, we should have
onr educated men, not as if they were foreigners in their
own land but speaking to the heart of the nation; they
would be working amongst the poorest of the poor, and
whatever they would have gained during the past 50
years would be a heritage for the nation. (Applause)
PTo-day even our wives are not the sharers in our best
thought. Look at Professor Bose and Professor Ray
and their brilliant re-searches, Is it nota shame that
their researches are not the common property of the
masses ? ‘

Let us now turn to anothe: subject,

The Congress has passed a resolution about self.
government, and I have no doubt that the All-India
Congre:s Committee and the Moslem League will do

' their duty and come forward with some tangible sugges-
tions. But I, for one, must' frankly confess that Iam
pot so much interested in what they will be able to
produce as I am interested in anything that the student
world is going to produce or the masses are going to
produce. No paper contribution will ever give us self-
government. No amount of speeches will ever make
ps fit for self-government, It is only our conduct that
will fit us for it. (Applause). And how are we trying
to govern ourselves ? I want to think andibly this
evening. Ido not want to make a speech and if you
find me this evening speaking without reserve, pray,
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covsider ‘that you are only sharing the thoughts of a
man who allows bimself to think audibly, and if you
think that I seem to transgress the limits that cdu_rtesy
imposes upon me, pardon me for the liberty 1 may
be taking. I visited the Viswanath temple last even-
ing, and as I was walking through those lanes, these
were the thoughts that touched me, If a stranger drop-
ped from above on to this great temple, and he had to
consider what we as Hindus were would he not be
justified in condemning us? Is not this great temple a
a reflection of our own character ! 1speak feelingly,
as a Hindu, Is it right that the lanes of our sacred
temaple should be as dirty as they are ? The houses
round about are built anyhow. The lanes are tortuous
and narrow, If even our temples are not models of
roominess and cleanliness, what can our self-govern-
ment be? Shall our temples be abodes of holiness,
<leanliness and peace as soon as the English have
retired from India, either of their own pleasure or by
<omplusion, bag and baggage ?

1 entirely agree with the president of the Congress
that before we think of self-government, we shall have
to do the necessary plodding. In every city there are two
divisions, the cantonment and the city proper. The city
mostly is a stinking den. But we are a people unused
to city life. But if we want city life, we cannot repro-
duce the easy going hamlet life, It is not .comforting
to think that people walk about the streets of Indian
Bombay under the perpetual fear of dwellers  in the
storeyed buildings spitting upon them. I do a great deal
of Railway travelling, I observe the difficulty of third
«lass passengers., But the Railway Administration
is by no means to blame for ail their hard lot,
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‘We do not know the elementary laws of cleanliness,
. We spit anywhere on the carriage floor, irrespectiva

of the thought that it is' often used as sleeping

space. We do not trouble ourselves as to how we
use it; the result is indescribable filth in the com-
partment. The so-called better class passengers over-

awe their less fortuvate brethren. Amwong them I

have seen the students world also. Sometimes they be-

have no better. | ‘They can speak English and thev have
worn - Norfolk jackets and therefore claim the right to
forcé their way in and command seating accommodation.

T have turned the searchlight all over, and as you have

given me the privilege of speaking to you lam laying my

heart bare. Surely we must set these things right in our
progress towards self-government. I now introduce you
to another scene. His Highness the Maharajah who
presided yesterday over our deliberations spoke about the
poverty of India. Other speakers laid great stress upon it

But what did we witness in the great pandal in which

the foundation' ceremony was pettormed by the Viceroy.

Certainly a most gorgeous show, an exhibition of jewel-

lery which made a splendid feast for the eyes of the

greatest jeweller who chose to come from Paris. I com-

: pare with the richly bedecked noblemen the millions of
the poor. And I feel like saying to these nohlemen,
“Mhere is no salvation for India unless you sttip:
yourselves  of this jewellery and hold it in trust for
your countrymen in India.”! (Hear, hear and applause.)
1 am sure it is not the desire of the King:-Emperor
of Lord Hardinge that in order to show the
truest loyalty to  our King-Emperor, it is necessary
for us to ransack our jewellery-boxes and ‘to appear
bedecked from top to toe. 1 would undertake, at
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the peril of my life, to bring to you a message from_
King George himself that he expects nothmg of the kind.'

Sir, whenever I hearof a great palace rising in any great”
city of India, be it in British India or be it in India which
is ruled by our great chiefs, I become jealous at once, and
Isay “Oh it is the money that has come from the agncul--‘
turists.””  Over 75 per cent. of the ponulatlon are agti-

culturists and Mr. Higginbotham told us last night in

his own felicitous language, that they are the men who
grow two blades of grass in the place of one. But tiere
cannot be much spirit of self-government about us if we
take away or allow others totake away from theny
almost the whole of the results of their labour., Our

salvation can only come through the farmer. Neither
the lawyers, nor the doctors, not the rich Jandlords-
ate going to secure it,

Now, last but not the least, it is my bounden duty
to refer to what agitated our minds during these two or’
three days. All of us have had many anxious moments-
while the Viceroy was going through the streets of
Benares. There were detectives stationed in many places.
We were horrified. We asked ourselves, “ Why this
distrust ? Is it not better that even Lord Hardinge should'
die thao live a living death ? But a representative of a-
mighty sovereign may not, He might find it necessary
even to live a living death, But why was it necessary to:
impose these detectives on us ¥ We may foam, we may’
fret, we may resent but let us not forget that India of to-
day in her impatience has produced an army of anarchists,’
I myself am an anarchist, but of another type, But there:
is a class of anarchists amongst us, and if I was abls’ to
reach this class, I would say to them that their anarehisay
has no room in India, if India is to conquer the congrieror
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It is a sign of fear. 1f we trust and fear God, we shall
have to fear no one, not Maharaj ahs, not Vlceroys, not
the detectives, not even King George. 1 honour the
anarchist for h:s love of the conuntry. 1 honour him for
his bravery in being willing to die for his country; but I |
ask him-——Is killing honourable ? Is the dagger
of an assassin a fit precursor of an honourable death %
Tdenyit, Thereis no warrant for such methods in
any scriptures, If I found it necessary for the salyation
of India that the English should retire, that they
should be driven out, 1 would not hesitate to declare
that they would have to go, and I hope 1 would
be prepared to die in defence of that belief. That
swould, in my opinion, be an honourable ‘death.
The bomb-thrower creates secret plots, is afraid to
<ome out into the open, and when capght pays the
penalty of misdirected zeal. T have been told: “ Had
we not 'done this, had some people not thrown bombs

" we should never have gained what we have got with
reference to the partition movement.” (Mrs. Besant :

0 Please stop it). This was what Isaid in Bengal when
"l 'Mr, Lyon presided at the meeting. I think what I am
| 'saying is necessary. If I am told tostop I shall chey
(Turning to the Chairman) I await your orders. If you

. eonsider that by my speaking asI am, I am not sery -
ing ' the country and the empire I shall certainly
“stop. (Cries of “ Goon.). (The Chaitman :—~Please
explain your object). I am explaining my object, I

am simply (ﬁ-nother interruption). My friends, please

do not resent this interruption, If Mrs, Besant this
evening suggests that I should stop she does so because

she loves India so well, and she cousiders that I am

erring in thinking audibly before you young meun. But




“y
even 50, 1 s:mply Suy thxs tha.t I want to purge fndm
of this atmosphere of suspicion on either s:de if Wa"
are to reach our goal, we should have an empire
which isto be based upon mutual love and mutual
trust. * Is it not better that we talk under the shadow
of this college than that we should be talking irrespon-
sibly in our homes ? I consider that it is much better
that we talk these things openly. I have done so with
excellent results before now. 1 know that there s
ﬁot'hing that the students are not discussing, There is
nothing that the students do not know, I am therefore
turning the searchlight towards ourselves. 1 hold the
name of my country so dear to me that I exchange

_ these thoughts with you, and submit to you that there

' 'is no room for anarchism in India. I.et us frankly and
openly say whatever we want to say to our rulers, and
face the consequences if what we have to say does pot

. please them. But let us not abuse, 1 was talking the

- other day toa member of the much-abused Civil Service.

I have not very much in common with the members of
that Service, but I could not help admiring the manner
in which he was speaking to me, He said; “"Mr. Gandhi,
do you for one moment suppose that all we, Civil
Servants, are a bad lot, that we want to oppress the
people whom we have come to govern ?" ‘No,’ I said.
“ Then if you get an opportunily putin a word for
the much-abused Civil Setvice ?'* Aad 1 am here
to put in that word, Yes; many members of the Indian
Civil Service are most decidedly overbearing ; they
are tyrannical, at times thoughtlesss Many other *
adjectives may bo used, I grant all these things and I
grant also that after baving lived in India for a certain

number of years some of them become somewhat
17
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_degraded, But what does that signify ? They were
gentlemen  before they came here, andif they have
lost some of the moral fibre, it is a reﬂectlon upon our-
selves, (Cries of No".) Just think out for your-
selves, if a man who was goad yesterday has be-
.come bad after having come in contact with me, is he:
responsible  that he has deterierated or am 1 °? The
atmosphere of sycophancy and fmlanty that surrounds
them on their coming to India demoralises them, as it
would many of us. It is well to take the blame some-
times, If weare to receive self-government, we shall
have to take it. We shall never be granted self-govern-

unent. Look at the history of the British Empire and
‘the British nation ; freedom-loving asit is, it will not be
a party to give freedom to a people who will not take it
themselves. [L.earn your lesson if you wish to from the
Boer War. Those who were enemies of that empire
only afew years ago have now become friends.

EARLIER INDIAN SFEECHES.

[At this point there was an interruption and there
: was a movement on the platform to leave ; the speech
" | therefore ended here abruptly.]

THE BENARES INCIDENT.

_ The following communication was made to the Press
By Mr. M. K. Gandhi, describing the circumstances under
which his speecch at the opening ceremony of the E indu
Universily, Benares., was interrupted. '
Mrs, Besant's reference in New India and certain
other references to the Benates incident perhaps render
it necessary for me to return to the subject, however
disinelined 1 may be to do so. Mrs. Besant denies my
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statement with reference to her whispering to the
Princes. I can only say that if I can trust my eyes and
my eats, I must adhere to the statement I have made.
She occupied a seat on the left of the semi-circle on
either side of the Maharaja of Darbhanga, who occu-

 pied the chair, and there was at least one Prince, per-

| haps there were two, who were sitting on her side.

. Whilst I was speaking, Mrs, Besant was almost behind
me. When the Maharaja rose Mrs, Besant had also
risen. I had ceased speaking before the Rajahs actually
left the platform, 1T gently suggested to her that she
might have refraived from int errupting, but that, if she
disapproved of the speech after it was finished, she
could have then dissociated herself fr om my centiments.
But she, with some degree of warmth, cried, “How
could we sit still when you were compromising every
one of us on the platform ? You ought not to have made
the remarks you did." This answer of Mrs, Besant's

 does not quite tally with her solicitude for me, which
alone, according to her version of the incident, promoted
her to interrupt the speech, I suggest that if she merely
meant to protect me she could have passed u note round
or whispered into my ears her advice, And, again, if it
was for my protection, why was it necessary for her to
rise with the Princes and to leave the hall as I held
she did along with them ?

So far as my remarks are concerned, I am yet unable
to know what it was in my speech that seems to her to
be open tosuch exception as to warrant her interruption,
After referring to the Viceregal visit and the necessary
precautions that were taken for the Viceroy's safety, I
showed that an assassin’s death was anything but an
honorable death, and said that aparchism was opposed
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to our Sastras and had no place 'in Tndia. '1said then
wliere there was honourable death it would go down to
. history as men who died for their conviction. But when
a bomb-thrower died, secretly plotting  all sorts of
things, what could he gain ? I then went on to state
and dealt with the fallacy that, had not bomb-throwers
thrown bombs, we should never have gained what we
did with reference to the Partifion Movement, It ‘was
at about this stage that Mrs, Besant appealed o the
chair to stop mé. Personally, I' shall desire a publica-
tion of the whole of my speech Wwhose trend wasa
sufficient warrant for showing that T could not possibly
incite the students to deeds of violence. Indeed it was
conceived in ordér to carry on a rigorous self-esxami-
pation, _ MG
I began by saying that it was & humiliation for the
audience and myself that I should have to speak in
English. [ said that English having been the medium
. of instruction, it had done a tremendous injliry to the
country, and T conceive I showed successtully ‘that, had
we received training during the past 50 years in higher
thought in our own vernaculars, we should be to-day
within reach of our goal. I then referred to the Self-
government Resolution passed at the Congress and
showed that whilst the All-India Congress Commitee’
and the All-Tndia Moslem League wounld be drawing up
{heir paper about the future constitution, their duty
was to fit themselves by their own action for self-
governteent. And in order to show how short we falk
of our duty I drew attention to the dirty condition of
the labyrinth of lanes sutrounding the great temple of
Kasi-Viswanath and the recently erected palatial buil:
'di"ngS' without any coi_;cept-iola as to the straightness or

*
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the wxdth of the streats Ithen took the audmnce to
the gorgeous scenme that was evacted on the dais
of laying of the foundation and suggested that
if a stranger not kmowing anything about Indiaa
life had visited the scene he would have gone
‘away under the false impression that India was one of
the richest countries in the world, such was the display =
of jewellery worn by our noblemen. And turping te the
Maharajahs and the Rajahs 1 humourausly suggested
that it was necessary for them to hold those treagures in.
tfgst-.foq_ the nation before we could realise aur ideals,
and 1 cited the action of the Japanese noblemen who
considered it a glorious privilege, even though there was
no necessity for them, to dispossess themselves of
treasures and land which were handed to them from
generation to generarion. I then asked the audience to
consider the humiliating spectacle of the Viceroy's
person having to be protected from ourselves when he
was our honoured guest. And 1 was endeavouring to
_show that the blame for these precautions was also on
ourselves in that they were rendered necessary because
of the introduction of organised assassination in India.
Thus I was endeayouring to show on the one hand how
the students could usefully occupy themselves in assist-
ing to rid socisty of its proved defects, and on the other,
to wean themselves even in thought from methods of
violence.
I claim that with twenty years' experience of pub-
lic life in the course of which I have had to address
on scores of occasions turbulent andiences, I have some
experience of feeling the pulse of my andience. I was
following closely how the Speech was 'being tuken, and
I certainly did not notice that the student world was

=



| being adversely affecteds | Indeed some of them came to
me the following morning and told me that they per-
fectly understood my remarks, which had gone homes
One of them, a keen debater, even subjected me to cross-
-examination and seemed to feel convinced by a further
'development of the argument such as I had advanced
in the conrse of my speech. Indeed I have spoken
‘now to thousands of siudents and others of my CQuut;‘y-
men throghout South Africa, Eng_iand'and-- India and
by precisely the arguments that I used that eveniog
claim to have weaned many from their approval of
anarchical methods. -

Finally, I obsetve that Mr, 5.8, Setlur, of Bombay,
whe has written on the incident to Hiudwe i no friendly
mood towards me and who, I think, in some respects
totally and unfairly has endeavoured to tear me 1o pieces
and who was an eye-witness to the proceedings gives
a version different from Mrs. Besant’s. He thinks that

the general impression was not that I was, teucouragiﬁg _
' the anarchists but I was playing the role of an apologist
for the civilian bureaucrat. The whole of Mr. Setlur’s
4 attack upon me shows that {f he is right, I was certainly
not guilty of any incitement to violence and that offence
consisted in my reference to jewellery, etc.

In order that the fullest justice might be done both
to Mrs. Besant and myself, I would make the following
suggestion, She says that she does not propose to
defend herself by quoting the sentence which drew the
Princes away and that would be playing into the
enemies’ hand. According to her previous statement
my speech is already in the hands of detectives, so that
so far as my safety is concerned, her forbeatance is not
going to be of the slightest use. Would it not there-
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fote be better that she should either publish a verbatim
report, if she has it, or reproduce such sentiments in
my speech as, in her opinion, necessitated her interrup-
tion and the Princes’ withdrawal. Loy

I will therefore conclude this statement by repeat-
ing what I have said before : that, but for Mrs, Besant's
interruption, 1 would have concluded my speech in a
few minutes and no possible misconception about my
views on anarchism would have arisen,

THE'BE&A-RES INCIDENT

REPLY TO KARACHI ADDRESS.

In veply to the weliome address presented by the
Odtizens’ Association, Karachi, on February 29, 1916,
Mr. Gandhi spoke in Hindi io the following effect i—

I am grateful to you all for this address and for
what you have done in connection with my visit and
for the trouble you have taken therefor. 1 have been
travelling in various parts of India ; and in the course
of my travels 1 have been struck with the fact that
throughout India the bearts of the people arein a special
degree drawn towards me, All brothers of Hindustan,
without distinction of creed or caste, have been showing
this attachment. But I feel convinced that this remark-
able attachment to me is meant not for me but as a fitting
tribute of admiration to all those noble brothers and
gisters of ours in South Africa who underwent cuch
immense troubles and sacrifices, including incarceration
in jails, for the service of the Motherland. Itis un-
doubtedly this consideration which leads you to be so
very kind to me.” It was they who won the struggle,
and it was by reason of their uuflinching determination
to* do or die’ that so much was achieved, Hence 1 take
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it that whatever tr:bute is paid to me is in raahty and
in truth paid to them. : :
In the course of my tour in Ind:a. I have baeu par‘a»
*cularly struck with one thing and that is the awakening
of the Indian peaple. A new hope has filled the hearts
'of the people, hopa that something is going to happen
whmh will raise the Motherland to a higher status.
But side by side with this spirit of hope I also had
 Amongst my countrymen awe not only of the Govern-
‘ment but also of heads of ecastes and the priestly class.
As a result of this we are afraid to speak out what is in
us. So long as this spirit remains, there will be and
_ there can be, no true progress., You know that  at the
last session of the Congress a resolution was passed =
about self:government. For the attainment of that ideal
you and I, all of us, must work and persevere. In per-
Suance of that resolution the committees of the Congress
and the Moslem lueague will soon meet together ; and
they will decide what they think proper. But the
‘@tninment of self-government depends not on their
"'-_‘_-,i;;ét,r.--ing or doing anything but 'upon what you and I do.
‘Here in Karachi commerce is predominent and there
I are many big merchants. To them I wish to address
" la few words. It is a misapprebension to  think that
thete is no scope in commerce for serving the mother-
eountry. If they are inspired by the spirit of
| Utruth, merchants can be immensely useful to the
. eountry, The salvation of our country, remember, is
Wi ia the hands of others but of ourselves, and more in
‘the hands of merchants in some respects than the
sducated people ; for I strongly feel that so long as
there is no swedeshism, there can be no self-government
. s{hear, hear,) ; and for the spread of swadeshism Indian
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'-marcha.nts are in a pusltien to do a very greatﬂ@eal. Tha
swadeshi wave passed through the country at one time.
But 1 undetstand that the movement had collapsed
largely because Indian merchants had palmed on foreign
goods as swadeshi articles, By Indian merchants heing
‘honest and straight-forward in their business, they could
achieve a great deal for the regeneration and uplift of
of the country. Hence merchants should faithfully
observe what Hindus call Dharma and Muhammadans
call Iman in their business transactions. ‘Then shall
India be uplifted. [ appeal to you that in this potent
way can you be serviceable to the country. Karachi is
a big and important city—-the fourth important city and
port in India. It possesses many big and rich mere
chants. I hope they will brood over this suggestion,
for it rests very largely with the merchants to do last-
mg good or lasting harm to the country, In South
Africa our merchants rendered valuable help in the
‘struggle; and yet because some of them weakened, the
struggle was prolonged somewhat. It is the duty of the
educated classes to mix freely with Indian merchants
and the poor classes. Then will our journey to the
common and cherished goal be less 1rksome. (Prolonged
applanse) \

¢ ' : :

THE GURUKULA

i ¥ FETL ¥
The following is an account of Mr. Gandhi's speech T

- at the anniversary of the Gurukula, as writfen out by _ {
himself 1 _
I propose to reproduce ouly as much of it as in my |
opinion is worth placing on record with additions where )
they may be found necessary. 'I'he speech, it may be Sl
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ohserved, was del-wered in H‘lndn. After thankmg-
Mabhatmaji Munshi Ram for his gr'eat kindness to my
boys to whom he gave shelter on  two occasions and
acted as father to them and after stating that the tine
for action had arrived rather than for speeches, I pro-
ceeded :—I ows a debt of gratitude to the Arya Samaj.
Ihave often derived inspiration from its activity. T
‘have noticed among the members of the Samaj much
. self-sacrifice. During ty travels in India 1 came
‘across many Arya Samajists who were doing excel-
lent work for the country, I am, therefore, grateful
to Mahatmaji that Iam enabled to be in your midste
At the same time itis but fair to state that Iam
frankly a Sanatanist. For me  Hinduism is all-
sufficing. Every variety of belief finds protection undet
its ample fold. And though the Arya Samajists and the -
. Sikhs and the Brahmo Samajists may choose to be
classed différently from the Hindus, 1 have no doubt
that at no distant future they will be all merged in
Hinduism and find in it their fulness. Hinduism like
every other human institution has its drawbacks and its
. 4 defects. Here is ample scope for any worket to strive
for reform, but there ie little cause for succession.
_ SPIRIT OF FEARLESSNESS
Throughout my fravels I have been asked about
the immediate need for India. And perhaps I would
not do better than ~repeat this afternoon the
answer 1 have given elsewhere. In general terms
a proper religious spirit is the greatest and most
immediate need, But I know that this is too general
an answer to satisfy anybody, And it is an
answer true for all time. What, therefore, I desire
to say is that owing to the religious spirit being




S
| dormant in us, we are lwmg in a state of per-
~ petual fear. We fear the temporal as well as the
spiritual authority. We dare not speak out our minds
before our priests and our Pandits. We stand in awe of
the temporal power. [ am sure that in so doing we do
a disservice to them and us, Neither the spiritual
teachers nor our political governors could possibly desire
that we should hide the truth from them. Lord Willing-
don speaking toa Bombay audience has been saying
“recently that he had observed that we hesitated to say
‘no! when we really meant it and advised his audi-
ence to cultivate a fearless spirit, Of course, fearless-
ness should never mean want of due respect or regard
for the feelings of others. In my humble opinion fear-
lessness is the first thing indispensable before we could
achieve anvthing permanent and real. This quality 15
unattainable without 'religious copsciousness. Let us
fear God and we shall cease to fear man. If we grasp
the fact that there is a divinity within us which wit-
nessess everything we think or do and which protects
us and guides us along the true path, it is clear that we
shall cease to have any other fear on the face of the
earth save the fear of God. ILoyalty to the Governor
of governors supersedes all other loyalty and gives an
intelligent basis to the latter,
MEANING OF SWADESHI
And when we have sufficiently cultivated this
spirit of fearlessneess, we shall see that there is
no salvation for us without true Swadeshi, not the
Swadeshi which canbe conveniently put off, Swadeshi
for me has' a deeper meaning, 1 would like' us
to apply it in our religiows, political and econo-
mic life. It is not therefore merely confined to

s GuURUKCLY
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/w/éarmg on occasions a Swadasm cloth, That we
have to do for all time not out of a spmt of jeal-
uu-;y or revenge, but because it is a duty we owe
to our dear country, We commit a ‘breach of the .
Swadeshi spirit certainly if we wear foreign-made. cloth G
but we do so also if we adopt the foreign cut. Surely
the style of our dress has some correspondence with
our environment, In elegance and tastefulness it is
immeasurably superior to the trousers and the Jacket
An Indlan wearing a shirt flowing over his pyjamas
with a waist coat on it without a necktie and its ﬂap;alh__ '

_ hanging loose behind is not a very gracefull spectacle,
Swadeshi in religion teaches one to measure the
glorious past and re-epact it in the present genexa-
tion. The pandemonium thatis going on in Europe
shows that modern civilization represents forces of evil
and darkness whereas the ancient f.e., Indian civiliza-
tion, represents in its essence the dwme farce. Modern
civilization is chiefly materialistic as ours is chiefly
spiritual. Modern civilization occupies ifself in the
investigation of the laws of matter and employs the -
human ingenuity in inventing or discovering means of
production and weapons of  destruction ; ours is chiefly
occupied in exploring spiritual laws, Our Shastras lay
dowt unequivocally that a proper observance of truth,
chastity, scrupulous regard for all life, abstention from
coveting others’ possessions and refusal to hoard any-
thing but what is necessary for our daily wants is
indispensable for a right life ; that without it a know-
ledgs of the divine element is an impossibility, Qur
_civilization tells us with daring certainty that a proper
and perfect cultivation of the quality of ahimsa
which in its active form means purest love and pity,
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brmgs the whole world to our feet. The authcr of this

discovery gives a wealth of llluatratlon whzch carnes IR

conwct:on with it,
it THE DOCTRINE OF AHIMSA el :
Exumine its result in the political life. There i3 no
gift o valued by our Shastra, as the gift of life. Consnder :
what our relations would be with our rulers if we gave
absolute security of life to them. If they could but feel
that no matter what we might feel about their acts, we-
. would hold their bodies as sacred as our own, there
" would immediately spring up an atmosphere of mutual
trust and there would be such frankness on ejtheir side:
as to pave the way for an honourable and just solution
of many problems that worry us to-day. It should be re-
membered that in practising ahimse there need not be
_any reciprocation, though as a matter of fact in its final
‘stages it commands reciprocation, Many of us believe,
and I am one of them, that through our ClVlllzatIOH we
have a message to deliver to the world, 1 tender 1y
loyalty to the British Government quite selfishly, I
would like to use the British race for’ transmitting this
‘mighty message of akimsa tothe whole worlds But
that can only be done when we have conquered our so-
called conquerors and you, my Arya Samaj friends, are:
perhaps specially elected for this mission, You claim
to examine our scriptures critically. You take nothing
for granted and you claim not to fear to reduce your
belief to practice. I do not think that there is any room:
for trifling with or limiting the doctrine of ahimsa,
You dare then to reduce it to practice regardless of
iminediate consequences which would certainly test the
_ strength of your convictions, You would not only
have procured salvation for India, but you would

!
-
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have rendered the noblest service that a man can
render to humanity—a service moreover which you
would rightly assert, the great Swami was born for,
This Swadeshi is to be considered as a very active force
to be ceaselessly employed with an ever-increasing
vigilance, searching sz1f-examipation. It is not meant
for the lazy, but it is essentially meant for them who
would gladly lay down their lives for the sake of truth,
It is possible to dilate upon several other phases of
Swadeshi, but I think T have said enough to enable you

" to nnderstand what I mean, I only hope that you who
represent a school of reformers in India will not reject
what 1 have said, without a thorough exaniination.
And if my word has commended itself to yon, _your past
record entitles me to expect you to enforce in your own
lives the things of eternity about which I have ventur-
ed to speak to you this after-noon and cover the whole
of India with your activity.

' WORK OF THE ARYA SAMAI]

In concluding my report of the above speech, I
wonld like tostate what Idid not in speaking to that
great audience and it is this, I have now twice visited
the Gurukula. In spite of some vital differences with
my brethren of the Arya Samaj, I bave a sneaking
regard for them, and it, and perbaps the best result of
the activity of the Arya Samaj is to be seen in the
establishment and the conduct of the Gurukula. Though
it depends forits vitality entirely upon the inspiring
presence of Mahatmaji Munshiram, it is truly a national
and self-governing and self-governed institution. Itis
totally independent of Government aid or patronage:
Its war chest is filled not out of monies received from the
privileged few, but from the poor many who make it a




pmnt of honnr from year to year to make a p:lgﬂmage :
to Kangri and w:llmgly give their mite for: mamta:mng.;.

this National College. . Here at every anniversary a |

buge crowd gathers and the maoner in Which 1t_ 18
handled, housed and fed evinces no mean power of
organisation. But the most wonderful thing about it all s
that the crowd consisting of about ten thousand men,
women and children, is managed without the assistance
of asingle policeman and without any fuss or semblance
of force, the only force that subsists between the crowd
“and the managers of the institution is that of love and
mutaal esteem. Fourteen years are noghing in the life of
a big institution like this. What the collegiates who
have been just turned out during the last two or three
years will Dbe able to show, remains to be seen. The
public will not and cannot judge men or ipstitutions
‘except through the results that they show. It makes no
allowance for failures. It isa most exacting judge. The
“final appeal of the Gurukula ‘as of all popular instita-
tions must be to this judge Great responsibility there-
fore rests upon the shoulders of the students who have
been discharged from the College and who have entered
upon the thorny path of life. Let them beware, Mean-
while those who are wallwishers of this great expari-
ment may derive satisfaction from the fact that we
have it as an indisputable rule of life, that as the tree
is 5o will the fruit be. The tree looks lovely enough.
He who watersitis a noble soul. Why worry about

- what the fruit is likely tobe ? R
INDUSTRIAL TRAINING N

As a lover of the Gurukula, I may be permxtted_ ;
to offer one or two suggestions to the committe and the
parents, The Gurukula boys need a thorough industrial



