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•I* addition to a succinct account of the grand natural 
features of India,, contained in the-following work, it  ox- '
Whits tha t .splendid series of discovery ami triumph by 
which the maritime passage to India was achieved, and 
the Portuguese iiyst established European sway on its 
shores. These events, which, to the important* of truth,
■t'J.d the interest of romance, bung  narrated-only ip Vohv 
minous foreign works, have never before been combined 
or a form suited to general perusal. The early voyages 
and settlements of th e • English also include many inci
dents characteristic of I he enterprise that paved the way 
for the amaisirtg ^ower which the nation has achieved.'

hicict to the discovery and early 'trade with India is its 
history. This commences with the-'Mohammedan inva
sion-, the remotest period concerning which authentic 
records exist. A comprehensive view Is taken of fho 
revolutions of the Patau and Mogul dynasties, the mhrt 
splendid in the East, and the story of which is diversify,<i 
with striking vicissitudes of grandeur and huihfliation*—- 
uf cruel and benevolent. exercise of power. P articu lar 
care has been taken to exhibit ihe internal economy of 
this powerful court; a subject hitherto much overlooked, 
yet for which ample materials are afforded fipth bv 1 
Oriental records, and by the observations of intelligent 
European traveller'-,
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Attention is  next .invited to a train oi events- which 
are at once.mow orable in the military atumis of the world, 
aod deeply interesting to this country. The first of these
is. the conquest of British. India; when a few merchants, 
with a. handful of .troops,,ahd .struggling against European 
and native rivalry, subverted all 'the states which hat* 
Sprung from the i-tiins of the ,Mogul empire, and beoawte 
arbiters, of the destiny of upwards of One Jfumirsd Wh
iten-:) of human beings placed at the opposite extremity 
of the globe. In  this important recital, fo»e incidents 
which distinguished the several contests, are exhibited in 
one view, instead of passing repeatedly from 'one to -an
other, and carrying all forward with. a.'regard to nothing 
but the order of tim e,, This phrij which is followed with 
such success by h r ,  Haiiam In his History of the Middle 
Ages, Tenders the-narrative -more perspicuous as .well as 
move interesting,

fckom. Mircii lSvW. v
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTH EDITION, v

This first edition of fclnfe History of British India brought 
'down the narrative of events'in our -great Eastern'.-empire 
to' the close of the Pindars© war, and'the conquest of the 
Mahraftas. Since then, events of the utmost magnitude- 
have transpired, sufficient to cast into the shade the 
cider history of the Peninsula in the estimation of its 

.' British Fillers. Tire war in Afghanistan was marked by 
eiremustunoes at once glorious arid tragical hejend 
haps any which distinguished former periods .of our his
tory, uuffiriug for-a to fill 'th e  minds of the most 
sanguine with apprehensions for our whole Indian em
pire. A fruitless triumph restored, confidence and hon
our.; hut peace had not long given repose to our arms., 
ere the war in Sittde called for new exertions, rmd 
cited fresh anxiety. To this .Succeeded the eventful 

. campaigns in the Puhjaub and -Moulton, where British 
arms achieved triumphs against braver,and -more daring 
enemies than ever before threatened our progress,'if not 
even our very existence, in the East. The -chapters in 
-which these eventful incidents of Indian history arc 
narrated- have accordingly been, added-- to Mr Murray ’s 
original work. .They have been compiled w ith the 
utmost car© .from official documents and the narratives
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of individuals v;ho bore a part in the s&nes they have 
described. They furnish to the reader a concur and 
comprehensive narrative of the most im portant wara-ir. 
which 'British arme 'have been engaged since the peace 
of I8 'lu, and of the most critical ■•;tr-.;:ggle which ba»' 
chequered the later history of our Indian empire.

Ep«»v«on. Heptembtsv ISiO

M;1 jv’‘V A r ''"p '" V ■jv;V,'lr*Vilv’ P' I '•■. "1.

'( j t il,< '}! V StyJ V 4 < * J'V$ 1 ' t \ t

ME-: $g$mV^yM ;»jt J|§|fc t :•!::: 3 0 S .'•!> i



<SL
.a %m y’< ■•'.•■ ,■ ., ■. i •■ ;* \ *v ’ ' i,*&.,iI! s-, -."<■/y •' ,k \V' 'wY\{ *j"?v ' n t\.< ' i, -,■ 1 ■■■■ • \ ;■■. ,,; r ,’ / ;■»' v i! i'' )(>, * >‘$»k ,•»»,, ,‘i 'J ‘r'*̂ 3̂T̂ rsi',i "*• «, ‘.fwir
, 1 ' • V , * *ir; . *  ̂ i t- »-•' t**,“'*;({i.a,^  1 D; !, uSJir \  ; *i!.Ci • > ,’D

,  ; , , ,

■ft; ■ '• • •. ■ ■ • : ■ M::?;'
, '> f  v •?' **' ‘ i s '* r *»'.'** • ■ •  ̂ <t r ; ‘i.j 4 >ŝ iv * & m f  ; |4 |
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G eneral F?w> ijyftAe AVe/v.ra/ F w tu re a -* / In d io ,

Great Importance elweys attach ;•! l» iud:.i -It? Outline -.'.ad 
Oonndavii: •••Ginvr:'1 Aspect—The Great Cnuv al Plain- • Pro • 
r-'nee? of which ii is composed—Vegetable and Animat t*.- .•'•««- 
tifiis— The Get'-* Besert—Mountain-Vegioi;t of the Himrnal ■!; -  
Belt, ir jjorder <>(■ thici= Jungle-Tract 6 f'Sower .(fills—.i'Vvated 
Ilang^p^Thetr steep and rugged .••Charaetof-.-Cbacge in Veg«*.
RJbk* and Animal Nature—Thiee Z«:os e# Vegetation—<>dtPi!
Region — The' different RWwr-gicw; ■■-•- Willy* — Cash mere—
Bangis-oas Passes—.Difficulty of. Respiration-—Soar '<'» of the 
Janiuaawl Ganges—PHgm-ige—The Dcie^n— Vynilbya Range.
—The GhasAs—Nisilgerries---Opposite. Coaivis—Central Table-. A 
jhaim--. Scenery— Induence of.the physical Charaofe’ upon the- 
political ■.State ot these different Regions,

Op  all the countries onihsAsia (io continent, India, from ch a> . I. 
i i  tlu* earliest ..tgw, Jiu-s escited the greuUttt interest,. and 

enjoyed the highest celebrity. The exploits of the 
conquerors who made it the object of t.bcir warlike 

. exp-'tliriohH, as also the- splendid p ’.jdu. dona of natmv 
I f l   ̂ ■ ’ '[ ‘ 11 ’ B '*wj



Ctt.w. l, and «,rt which were thence. imported, procured for it a 
>r=-gTtij’ . tit, J$vat name even in the remotest eras of classical, .am i- 
»A’0<st«uyu.s I t  has :di along appirtjred ilo the iinaghin Ion of ■

the Western World oa O'iorned 'with whatever is wesf. , 
splendid .and j?0H!«p.»8; glittering, as if were with-'gold 
.and gems, agd icdoiaff of .fragrant and d'dkdqm. odours,. 
Though there ho, in these magnificent conception;?, s«mo- 
thiqg romantic, and illusory, still India forms unques
tionably one of the 'most remarkable regions die1 exist 
on the aiufoee of the globe. The ■'varied grandeur of its 
sceixorv,and the rich productions of its sod. are scarcely 
equalled isj my <dh<.r country. Itisrilso'e^treKieiy pro
bable that it was# if net.jfc • first,..at least one of the ear
liest seats'of oh it Nation, laws,- arts, and of all the ina- 

' provemeuts of social lift:, These, it is true, have at; no 
period attained to the same pitch of advancement as 
junonv K'tvop< ans; but they lune neivrtlioleN'.Veft 
den loped in very original formi, displaying buniay 
patuit® under the mosr stn>thig and singular aspects. 

:nt"if ore' 33$  strong interest v (rich India iu it<« It itr ho« 
.vtiicis.1 pl° calculated to excite, must to,us be .greatly heightened 

by tV • wsuleiaf mil of its lading become so completely 
a province of tin. British Empire* 'The' govormheht 'of, 
thite country now directs the fortunes of a htjuflmi 
millions of bunum icings placed at the opposite texs.re-> 
kilty of the earth j amt Jicnbe the welfare of the state 
b  intimately suspended o n lUnt of this vast: depeadmev, 
This., connexion,. too, .is peculiarly.strettgthoned by the 

. great number of opr • -co ujitryme a who are constantly 
going but to adniioistcr1' . the affaire of that important 
colony, t inset' personal ties, inv tany .mkarnjte, are there
by formed with our eastern settlements, than with the 
different 'proviuces'ofBrifcain itself, Thousands, to -wham 
Cpxwwall find .X>evqBdiire are almost Skahge-'lamia, arc 
commoted by the aaont'intimate social ivlo!ion-, with 
Mad ras and Calcutta. For such persons the history and 
description of our Indian possessions, independently of 
tim gro-ndeiu-. of the subject arid its union with na
tional wealth and power, must havka peculiar interest,



India is endOsed by grand natural boundaries. Its Rounriaii ■>(,! 
whole northern frontier is separated: from the high table- IlMtu- 
hvixd of Thibet by the chain of the lliironak-h Moun
tains, which, according to recent observation, appears to 
reach at least as great a height ns any other ridge by 
which the globe is traversed. The western and eastern 
limits are fur-oed by the lower course of two great rivers,
—-the Indus on one side, and the Brahmapoutra on the 
other. The southern portion-consists of a very e xtensive 
pernniultt bounded by the ocean. Oth r couatri.es hare 
often been comprehended under j- he gem- ral appellation of 
Inuici,—-particular;y Cahui and Canrhdur, which ranked 
hvag as provinces belonging to the alogul emperors * but 
this was merely in rams ■quern'e of those warlike rulers 
having conquered India, and transferred tlritber the seat 
!>t their empire. These districts, it is loarUfest,. bear a 
much closer -relation-, to tarsia and Tartary ; and, when 
they are included in  Mxndostan,- they necessarily extern* 
that -country beyond its great river-line on the north- 
west, where it has no- decided or natural bcoindorics.
But within the limits we have indicated there is found 
ft religion, languages, manners, and institutions, clurftto- 
teristic of this region, and distinguishing it from .all the 
other countries* of Asia.

India, thus definod, though some of its extremities have 
not been vry precisely determined, may 'be -suitably 
described as lying between the 8th turd Shilx degrees of 
north latitude, and the 68th Jind;)2d of cast longitude;
It thus extends somewhat above 3,800. Mites from north 
to south, and, at its greatest breadth, nearly ,U>00 from 
east to west.

In  treating of this important country, i t  .will be useful m 
to begin with a general survey of its geographical' fea- lea* 
turns.; and these, it will soon appear, are distinguished 
at once by.their- grandeur- arid' their variety, India is, 
as it were, aft epitome of the whole world;. It bos re
gions that bask beneath the brierhtest rays, of a tropical



chap, i, sun, find others, than which- the most awful depths-of 
i ,, rer‘, , 4 the polar world are not more dreary, The varying 
cf i > Ju'tate. degrees of elevation produce here the same changes that 

arise 'elsewhere from the greatest .difference of position 
on the earth’s surface. Its vast plains present the double 
harvest#, the luxuriant foliage, and even the burning 
deserts of the torrid zone j the lower heights are enriched 
by the fruits and grains of the temperate climates ; the 
upper steeps ato clothed with the vast pine forests ot 
the north.;- while the highest pinnacles - are buried be
neath’’the perpetual snows of the arctic, zoiie. Wo do 
not here, as in Africa and the polar regions, see nature 
under one uniform, aspect, •; on the contrary, we have to 
trace gradual yet complete transitions between the most 
opposite extremes- that -<san exist 'on the surface o1 tj»e 
same planet.

‘j'l .e 3-,vit,m The main-body, as it were, of India, the chief scene of 
‘ pUh1, her msitchldss fertility atid the seat of her great empires, 

is-composed’of a plain extfendingaJong-the-ehtire brmdth 
from east to w et, between the Brahmapbutra And the 
Indus; aud reaching, in point of latitude, from.-the great 
chhin of mountains to the high table-land ot the Sodtih- 
err, Peniu'Jirfa. I t  may thus possess a length of TSOO 
miles, with an average breadth of from 300 to 400- The 
line of direction is'’ generally from 'south-east-to north
west, folio wing that of the vast mountain-range which 
hound it on the north, and from whose’copious streams, 

it, fudu.j. pra jtf u]j.!C,14 jjj df-riecd. With, the exception,perhaps, 
>-*f the country watered by t he great river of C hiua, It may 
he'considered, the .'finest and'most fertile on the facfc'of the 
earth. The whole of i.,a Jmmensfe superficies,-if we leave 
Out mi extensive desert-tract to he presently noticed, 
forms o.ne continuous level of unvaried richness, and over 
which mfajestie rivers, with slow And almost- insensible 
ecm-se, ditluse their sea-like expanse, 

province of o f  this general (hum- tor of the Indian plain, the pro- 
**' vulCe of Bengal presents the'-adios't complete and striking

example:; no part of i't being diversified with .a-single 
rock, ov even ti hillock. The (S-anges pours-through if a

20 GENERAL- VIEW OF THE
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continuity widening -treats. winch, during mo rainy an- r,TAJ ^ 1 '
■sOn,-covers a gjruuti Kfccnt With ils fertilizing inundatioTV. ionnro t.f ti 
Erom this dr<?>-., rich, wolbvv item I so!!-,- tju ■ sun, boat- f'’ LlI‘ ; , ;■
Oig -wilh d1r-:'ct and .mu; ore m.. h, uwtikous an almost 
utirivalled povlpr ,.f vegetation, and inakea is nun ‘Oitirc :
field of waving grain, . . IMmr, -farther up -thecurran, 
lins the criiTOO general aspect. (hough it* surface is varied 

♦ by some slight elevations-; but AUtihuhad, higher still., 
is -mostly'-low* spai'n^and fruitful exactly like Bengal i

. North of the, rivei’ the provinces of Undo and Voh'ietmd, ' j
sloping gradual!) upwards in the m< u n t *, eigoy a Bw^cairt. ; 
moTC fiooi. tti-'l salsbrious climate, and, display in pruty- 
siors the most valuable products boil of-Asia and Europe. ':,. V
Here the valley of the Ga»gw .'terminates, ami is .sum 
fteeded by that of the Jumna) move elevated, and neither 
So well u'tl.idd nor quite so fertile. The iJoul, or tor- •• -
ritory betoy&i tile, two. rivers,- requires in many places 
artificial l  .,'gat^in. Its woods,' however, are t$wv lux
uriant, wIji o, the moderate cold of ih, winter permits 
a crop of wheat or other European grain, to be raised,

. and the Rammer 1; sufficient to . ripen one of rice. To 
. the- gout!) of the Jumna, and along the coarse of its- 
tributary the Ghumbul, the ground jts broken by emi- 

: jjarcch extendingffemn the lulls of MuJ \\;>h ana Ajmore.; 
while, even amid its most level tracts, insula,ted melt!, 
with perpendicular skies and level summits, form those 
almost impregnable hilMorts so much celebrated in'
Indian history.. Westward 'of .-Delhi begins, the Great 
'Desert, which we phallat present pass; over to notice the 
plain uf the Funjaubj -where the five tributaries of the The runjanu 
■ Indus, rolling their ample streams, prody.ee a degree of 
fertility ecpial to that of the ...region watered by the Ganges.
HighcnltivatioTi} too.:&'«qnentIy obstructed by public dis ■ 
orders-. And the ruder-chainutcr of the people, -is alone 
wanting to make I t rival the finest portions of tins r. ore
-eastern -territory, , 1

Throughout the whole of i'Hs vastplain:, the wants of 
the population and the ‘leuUuub of commerce, have on- 
lively superaeded the original productions of nature, ami
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end L1 i. s" O'-fcitiltol, plants anti grains belter fi '..ted for huinrm use,\ 
• -*-** Kven under the roost careful nuinagejt'ofnt, few of those 

exquisite skrtiliK ure now. reared which have.given such 
celebrity t<> too vegetable kingdom of the JtuA t. Here are 
quite unlenow'a those aromatic gales which perfume the . 
hilly shores of Malabar and the oriental islands, its 

Pi ■ aifits, f staples ‘ODsisi of solid, rich, useful artihes, produced by 
'tailn.nj:m-x <.! ivng bout .nitirgon a deep, moist, and fertile soil,----vice, 

the eusteni staff of Hity-sagar-, the most generally used of 
dietetic lu xuries,—opium, whose narcotic qualities have
made i t  every where ro highly priced,-..indigo, the most
valuable. substance used in dyeing,—and, in the drier 
tract?., coftpu. w inch cl*'.'in a the. inhabitants of the Kars, 
and affords .tho material of the most delicate and boasjti- 
ful fabrics; Such an entire subjection to the plough and 

. oh mu*'- the spade, mined to the want'of variety in the surface, 
f jiiict . .. gives tpth'is.gHsat.eentiul .region a tame and monotonous 

aspect. . Haber, its.Afghan, conqueror, complains, in his 
Memoirs, ufthenniforin and uninteresting' scenery u h k h  
every- where met his eye, aud look.? hack with regret to 
the lofty cliffs, the green slopes, and murnmnng'Sti'earasi 
of his native land,-.'

Uoi'to'(?t In  spite, boweror, of every human effort, soma tracts
V'ui/f-aifccti:. are'left uncultivated in consequence olpdiiteal disoocVi 
r- and misrule; while, .in others, nature, under the com-

1.mod influence; of heat and moisture, makes efforts ijo 
powerful as to baffle all attempt? to modify or control 
her. She then riots in unbounded luxuriance, and 
covers large tracts with that dense, dark, .impenetrable 

jufcm- mass of foliage, crowded and. fwiped together, called 
■ jungle,, which opposes an almost imp;MSfiifle b-imor even 

y' to an army. Trees’«prcnduig. on every aide their gigan-
. uc firm.*,— thorny and prickly shrub;-! of every sh;e-anof. 

shape,—can^s shooting in a few months to the height of 
sixty feet,—compose the cliief materials of those .nat rival 
palisades. .Even in tho.open plain,, the banian arid other 
single trees, when, lull scope is given to their growth, 
spread out into' the dimensions'of a considerable forest.

From the cultivated regions the various classes of wild
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the various purposes of state, hunting, uni way, 1 ho ■
tiger, tho tno t fujnuoable tenant of tlie Bengal! .jungle, 
supplies the absence o f, the :1km, and, though not quit'1 riririj
equal In strength and inujealy, is still inot© fierce and 
dangerous, These twp mighty-quadrupeds are brought Ttefer biua# • 
iai.tr eonOicfc in the Inman smuts, T.vh n the elephant ..is 
used as an inst,rum erst for attacking his fiercer but l-'Sis 
vigoTow-’ rival. Tlie hunter, well armed,is seatedoh the 
back of jii» huge a lly ; and, in the first advatue, the 
whole body of thonsHoil'- rua are lunged in a line, When 
the eou'hi.t eeinmerifUfS, the elephant uqdtwnuvj either 
to treed down tlu: tiger ’■■ith hUhopf, crushing him with 
the whole .weight'of hn immense body, cm 1m v<m\ him 
with his long in •! .jpowcxfu'l tasks, ; Whenever either of 
tlueo movements can he fully aoeomplisdn u, the el feet is 
iuosiisfibje; i;nt the tsger, hy his agi’ufy,, and especially 
be his rapid spring geaeinbhag tho flight yf an now, 
oft u s:.c.c’.;ds in fastening upon the logs' and sides of his 
unwieh.fi ad vev»ryf .and inflicts deep riouuds, while the 
•latter --is urgd ;]« either to -xefasfc .or to retaliate. Even tho 
rider, iwt, withstanding hjs esuited', seat -and the use of 
■fire iirnis, is not on such occasions wholly pxempt from 

V'/ fiaager, .
To complete the'snrvey of the  great Indian jfilain, Tht gii-out 

there remains to he described, '%» already lurLd, one ■
- fcatare wholly .disahitior jt© all live rest, Immediately'

1.9853



Cii'VP I. westward of the Jumna, the general level oi the cmni-
---- try attains a. point of elevation, whence it descends on

noth sides ; and all the. torrents, failing front tins high 
mountain-range, roll either eastward and become tribu
tary. to the "Ganges, or westward to .pour their waters 
into the Indus. Between these two rivers and their re
spective branches there intervenes a considerable space, 
which is refreshed only by a few small, rivulets that 
spring up and disappear amid the waste. In. this manner 
is formed a desert, of extent sufficient, tocompose a mighty, 
kingdom, and occupying in that direction the whole 

F-wnt ana breadth, from the mountains to the ocean. This entire 
rcS'on> ahmit 600 miles long and 300 broad, presents m  

' aspect nearly similar to the most dreary tracts of Arabia 
and Africa. Its surface, scarcely reused above the sea, is 
covered with saline incrustations and marine exuvise, and 
hence hears every appearance of having been at one time 
a portion of the ocean-bed, which .the waters have deserted, 
.According to the observations of Mr Elphiuatonc, .who 
crossed it in his way to Cabal, the eastern division consists 
of sand often rising into lulls of surprising height,- and 
so loose that, whenever the horses quitted the path hard
ened by beating, they sunk above the knee. Over tjm 
"wilderness, however, is scattered some coarse grass, with 
stunted and prickly shrubs j while, in the midst of the 
sand, there grow large water-melons, affording the most 
delicious reft-ijslimeat to the thirsty traveller., At wide 
interval;} are found villages, or rather clusters of mud 
huts, round which ore reared crops of coarse grain and 
pulse, whose stalks, like shrubs, stand distinctly gopa- 

FopuUtton. rate from each other. Yet a considerable -population 
must be sprinkled over, this immense desert, since Bilan 
neer, in its centre, presents, -though or a small scale, 
the aspect of a. city adorned with palaces, temples,; 
and other spacious edifices, Westward of that town the 
soil is. generally a hard day, variegated only by mound; 

u'sfOTt.aT'J smi& Poogiil, a village of straw huts dob edecl by a.
ruinous mud fort, encompassed with naked hills and
amid a .soa.of sand without a trace of vegetation, ap-

’ • * ■m  0^ ' . • • ■ i mmmmmmm. -V  1 % % • \  * \
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. poured a spot so desolate 'that it seemed artouishing how cimrti. 
aiiv human beings could Shake it their abode. ")n the 
more smooth and level portions of this dreary tract the 
traveller is tantalized by the phenomenon of mirage, 
producing before him the appearance of immense lakes 
that even reflect the surrounding -objects; and the illu
sion continue* till he has almost touched the watery 
semblance, and finds it to consist of the same arid soil as 
the rest of the desert .

Northward of this great plain, and along its whole 
extent, towers the sublime mountain-region of the -.Him--' c'uu aiiU 
niahih, ascending gradimlly till it terminates in a long 
ra rge of summits wrapped in perpetual snow. According 
to Mr Caider, there may be traced, for the space of 1000 
miles, a continuous line £1,000 feet above -the sea, from 
which, as abase, detached peaks ascend to .the additional 
height of 5000 or 8000 feet. The inhabitant of the burn
ing plains contemplates, not without wonder, this long 
array of white- pinnacles forming the boundary of'the 
distant horizon. In  this -'progressive ascent nature as
sumes a continually changing aspect; end hence it will 
be necessary to view in - succession - the' different stages 
through which she passes.

'The Himmalch range,- where it touches-on the cham-'i'jw 
paign country, is? almost every where girt with a peon* au 
liar belt or border, called the Tarryani. This term is 
applied to a plain about 'twenty miles broad, upon which 
the waters from the higher, regions are poured down in 
such profusion that the river-beds are unable to contain 
them. They accordingly overflew, and convert the 
ground into ft species of swamp, which, acted on by the 
burning rays of a tropical sun, throws up am excessively 
rank vegetation, whereby the earth, is. choked rather than 
covered. The soil is concealed beneath -a mass of dark, 
and dismal foliage, while long grass and prickly, shrubs 
- hoot up so densely and ■ so close vis to form ran ftitwM 
impenetrable barrier. I t is still more awfully guarded 
by * the pestQenthd vapours exhaling from those dark re- 
censes, w hich make it at certain seanonsa- region of death.
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0Bsj,p. i, Hence the destruction which overtakes wj tinny that 
. encamps ibr any length of time near this valley,—an

effect fatally experienced by the British ̂ detachments- 
which were • stationed on the -ftontsi^ of Bootm and 
Nepaiil. : Beneath these melancholy shades, too, the ele
phant,, the tiger, and other wild animals, prowl, -un
molested ; while the few human beings who occupy 
the vicinity present a meagre, dwarfish, and most sickly
aspect, " ■ . , a ,

Gwermo.-.u- jj t emerging from this dark and deadly plain, apjd bo-
cn»-sta«es. g j , , to ascend the lower mountuSto-stngvs, tue visiter 

• enjoys ’a much more pleasing scene. Be passes now 
through-smiling and fruitful valleys, overhung by the 
i&Mt roman tie steeps, and covered to »- groas extent with 

Nktrarai pro- the noblest forests. Atnrd trees similar to those which 
ducii'iiw. f ptead. their majestic foliage on the hanks of the Ganges, 

various species of the more hardy oak and i-« jsro 
hegm to appear. Some possess rich juices and ^aromatic 
odours not 1'oiuwl among the lower, w oods ; such as that, 
peculiar mimosa,the fluid extracted from win- n yields the 
medical substance calk'd catechu, and a species of cm— 
nainoxc or rather cassia, the virtue of wluqb-resides in its 
root. The prospects obtained from commanding points 
in these regions, consisting in a foreground of smiling nnd 
'.caitured:'vales,, lulls behind crowned with natural planta
tions, ' steeper and loftier ranges beyond, and its the 
distance the snow-clad- tops of the highest mountain- 
chain, tor.it a com!:'{nation of the most sublime and on-, 
ehaii ting scenery.

jw-her ' T-aio The I Ihmnfilcli, as it ascends above the picttiwsquo 
gis. * Slopes which diversify ib lower bonier., assumes-a much 

bolder and severer aspect. The lofty ridge, the drop 
valley i the dashing torrent, produce a resemblance to -the 
most elevated portions of ouv own. 'central * ilghhmds ; 
and Scottish offanv, accord ingly, who happened to servo 
m that remote province, 'have fancied themselves wan
dering tmild,- the romantic glens of their native jovntiy. 
Generally, speaking, the character of. this mountain-* 
chs-tn is rugged and ateru; its ridges rise behind each



ether in tip'fill iiitay j but they I’ci.'lose.noTttrii scones* ohm>. i  
nor preaen! “.ny getuie , undulations. Their steep sklpa,. -  * t . ' 

. ifomofiimes woo.!**d. soanolinuw prc^pnliap, tipt &ew of £iwa» 
i :iketl rock, dip'down abruptly, forming dark chasms d în'clj'*-, 
o/Dif; rnkit'ses, at the. botaiuct cf which there isoniy room 
lot the torrcM to,; force its. way through rude. ftegmeute 
fallen from tlio chfos above. A laborious tank it imposed 
on me traveller, ■wjii« bos success? r -ly fo mount awl de
scend this aeries of lofty termoe«, olonj:, rough -tnd miriew 
pi -ks that often skirt the most tremendous precipices.
The expedients, too, provided for the. passage of the 
rivers which dash through, '■hose gloomy hollows, are 
the most, alchder and. imperfect (lw iption. Two planka wage*, 
listened-to tli© poiat of opposite cliffs, '.ailed a sen;-/a ot 
*an> ho, we, m nu oases* considered aniply .gnMcfo.afc; 
others, eftlled/Awfoc, are feihdd by ropes stretched ae so,is, 
making, a species of loose parapet, and sirppprtite a 
light fodder for the feet In rent upon. Captain Webb met 
with an instance v a c  o there won? merely stretched from 
bank to bank two or three ropes, round which the pas- 
soager. was expected to coil -himself, and work Ms t o  
across, haying a hoop for the hack to rest, upon ; those 
who ecu Iff not effect this movement were ...pulled. across 
hy a cord.

So im'gailuc is tha &urt mt of thus territory that great Extreme n*
;.• diitu-nity occurs in. finding a fo\ id space on. which to ' ’’

bujld their towns. If h supposed that. ui the vd fo 
extent of country surrounding hedacgUr. there could 
not hake been discovered .another place, on which, to 
have jeroefcfid that small city *, ijnd :the-v. -is no.spot. be- 
tnvertui thog" ,:r pitii’i when; a thcjrmd men r'iihi 
ejicaipp, At Naim vhe puafoiiMr 'ns.-ov.iits fhfofogfo .the-. 
r  :.n i,l street .by a. stair cut mi lh rock. lUppayd, the 
chief town in the Valley ■ of tho Upper Sutjeff.ge, is 
reached only over ledges of route end ilighfo of steps;
Its houses rise in tiers above, each other along the face-of• 
tho stoop, while the river timrW.es- hepoath, and awful 
crapy; overhang it from above.

In. eoa;se<juonc6Vof this pocalittr-stru^ttise, thoscloftfor.
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subljunity . ol£tto«i to an î  n r»̂ eitsui'dlvlb
height above the plain beneath, p’nves only the base, 
whence seven, or eight successive :ranges rise towards' 
heaven,- anti. terminate a t length, ,m a line of mens'#
ninn.;':-l':3.

Mi- JEthyl^'in -his '(ilegdnt and instrutlive work on the 
tw-is, botany.-'of the Hhiunalbh, divides that region, iu respect 

to vegetation, into three zones or belts. The first he 
■considers as rising to the height of §000 feet. The $«-.• 
•hferbl' fcemperatnre is here lowered, as usual, in propor
tion to the'elevation,--.yet without the disappearance, to 
the extent that- might bo expected, of- -Irapieal .plants. 
The southern exposure, the intense In.no of the firm's 
revs daring the but season, and the tropical rttios ^ihh.g. 
hi.uftdjTmnishifed abimdaneo, enable these1, tbt be brought 
to almost e.rp.ml: maturity os in the upper [.art of the con* 

tempt*?*?#*'1 hrai plain.- In 'Nepaul, and other favourable situation;?, 
eng?, at'Ne~ rice a« a manner., and wheat ;is a winter crop. form the 
,ul ‘ regular eonr.Ht. i c'^iviitnot. But sumo of the .more 

delicate' plants aw  rumble to resist creposnre to the -keen 
'atmosphere and the nightly breezes ; ’n n iB which are 
the choicest .of - fruits, - the mango and the'-' pine.hpj.de. 
At tB® Same tiles, in the coldc- > on eley ited peak*-, 
the plants of Europe: and other , temperate climates, are 
seen- spitnging-cofttiginnodj' to those of the t-ropio. Jfedft 
is scarcely ever observed on this loim-stage of the lhouh- 
tidn territory. ■

The u-cotkl belt is corisidercd'tte'neJiohmg topic height



: "' feoi ' w he fa] >nsteai;l; • . ! :• i
to ft great depth, but melts in early ;spring, ,,
trio .Tegmtro.u becomes more and more -that, of tho.tern- 
perate .'one, yet the causer alreudy stated enable tropi- .

* cal plants to cimib .beyond tlieir natural, height, and to 
mingle with those of a very diffcreiitclimef In  shel
tered well-watered valleys, crops of rice are still success- 
fu.lly raised, while wheat grows on the heights above.
But though the herbaceous plants are able to mount 
thus lugn, it is otherwise- wit h trees, exposed to eyexy 
vicissitude of the seasons, The paints arid other Indian 
species are. seen no longer, and. th e . foliage appears ex- 
ehiftivejy European.

The third and most elevated belt reaches front the # r d  wit. 
border-of the latter to the summit of the.Hvmmtdeh, The ®li" 
climate here is that of the more northern part of Europe 
and America,.terminating in the perpetual snows of the 
arctic world. These, even in the,lower districts, do not 
Kteit till Mayor June, when the extreme cold of winter 
is Suddenly succeeded ■ by the xxiost intende heat, fhe 
ray's of the sun, indeed, beat. fiercely and painfully, 
even when the atmosphereis so little affected by them 
that the thermometer stands- -many degrees below -the 

. • ftebidhg p o in ta n d  hence the ,traveller is scorched amidst .. 
almost unbearable cold,-> ex runes .which always prove 
distressing and sometimes! fatal. Tin terfifory, called Shot tarri. 
Biiot, constituting the most < levs ed portion, .has the toty' 
severity of the dkuote aggravated by its rock v surface 
so that not above a sixteenth part of - it is fit for ouitj- 
vatku.j yet, even here, under circumstance.: not at. a l l’ 
favourable, vegetation displays ri iuxuriutre which could 
little be .expected at so great a height,. Buckwheat and 
barley axe generally raised with, success. At 1 ",000 feet,
Captain Webb saw, the finest grain, and at 11,600, lie 
observed, forests of oak, and beds' of strawberries .and 
ctmuntain full blossom. The pasturage, in cqwm queue© 
probably of copious- moisture, combined with the power 
of the-sun’s Taya,'grows with a  luxuriance almost un- 
. equalled. The .natives, prana to  .exaggeration, assort -it



chap, i to bo inexhaustible, so that 'whatever has been crept 
'7 f  . during the clay is ro&toml in the folio wing- night. A 

productive 'field, however, hi occasionally i'uixied by the 
o-iiieiuiu fkr&eent of gWciero, or beds' of enow, which do not melt 

for .several: years. It is alleged, indeed, hy tho irttuhi- 
tum y that tiioue is a gradual lowering of (he frozen line, 
snd that .the enow -covers woods and - fields which were 
oneo entirely tree from it.

Vist forest. .Notwithstanding the shattered and rooky aspect o f  
those precipices, they are yet coveted with vast masses of 
hanging wood. Amidst the wilds, tall ami majestic 
forests >f pine, larch, spruce, and silver fir, sonic times 
evert of cypress and cedar,-grow, flourish, awl decay; 
far there arc no means of conveying the timber to any 
spot whore, it might be subservient to human use or 
ornam ent. 'With thesetrees r, white*: ninglod namemtis 
htisltes loaded with the fruits which form the luxury, of 

Fruit4 itn'i tins northern' regions of Europe ; gooseberry, raspberry, 
fiovreta. stra wherry, ail Unknown to the plains below, In shelter

ed spots, tb = wild rose, the Kly of the valley, cowslip* 
dandelion, and various ••tiler flowers, are . seen bursting 
through the green carpet. The trees and rocks in the 
higher disteidalttro richly clothed with moss arid lichen, 
the vegetation -'of the countries bordering on the arctic 
circle 5 a specimen of the latter has ovfeh been observed 
resembling that -which flourishes in Iceland, and which 
in imported for medicinal purposes undor the natro of 
Iceland ruoss.

Northern After passing the crest' of the r-Iimmuieh, and descend-
UuumaU.K in» the northern aide, quite a different scene opfem to 

the view. The periodical rains, which plontifully-water all 
the opposite face, cannot pas3 that tremendous harrier,

. Snow also tafte in much '.smaller quantity, and is more 
easily melted. The same luxe riant' 'verdure' 'and vege- 
Uiitk’ii mi longer ielothe those remote "heights,; '-which 
arc described by Jacqucmonl as steep and naked, co
vered with bltruhs, parched grass, and debris washed 
down'by the wate'M Yet It is remarkable that a mild 
diuoAto, fit fo* th»* production of valuable grain, reaches
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to a coiibifk:vall̂ s i:i; afer tOo aUui; boro than ovc a <-n the < hat. ?. 
(southern fece,. in  tUeyarUkf pergnanah of Rcwgaru tig, f lmalc, 
the village offsajco,1 £,000 feed, high, ;wah Bfeen snsmiumkd 

■ by the most luxuriant, loops of vviioin. and barky . A 
hamlet, in tin <»£ KmaiwUr, at 14,dW feet,
is described V, Or Gerard ,vs,Ieing <■nconij .•■■>■• d with 
the--finest fit-iasof the hotter; and it appeared to him 
that culture might l»a carried to the height. of I'&OOOor 
1.7̂ 000 feet. Even tlie grasses, though Itaviug a withered 
appearanew, are of a nutrition-.! .-peoies, <hv.J afford sub* 
uieteneo. (•6:'xru«KTC-us. ftocl>. arid herds, Passes 20,000 
feet high have, in this region, beer, found clear of anriw. 
it is rem;ui<ub!o that, on awning to the outer face of-one 
of these mountains, even with a southern exposure, t.ho 
temporafm\ i- greatly din unit-hod. The case v the
m -no .with peak - projected into the uiv. like p.omoni.; -fet. 
into taw oeiun ; though fue c.~„v-'̂  of the ,p< ouljar miid- 
noc« ip ; hi4 .'rieiost } part-, oi the 'great iettgo eeCm4' not 
to bo fully uudtKitooc. Atr K-oyle f-ngyettfe five rtdwfe 

'"tick- fci“ the frtitt*# «tjb .iron) opy .fte m outUari)ard tli'c 
warn wjwup ascMjdmg from the bhglteml ' yolloja 
nhicli;lfei between tlterii. :
. Tbp-ttbiliUi-l weriu in iMe higher region xiii.iv gw. : -. A'.oj:-; Jit-.

change, equally striking with the vegembie. Tin) e'fev 
j'hnnt and litjer, kings of the -.forests beijmt.li, ifcr.ppestr* 
or are very atddoin seen, Dcpredationa Are ohioPv 
coffittdUed by. the wild og.k .thghsias/ ahd the hog,.: The: ; 
cliumofebounds from t ah to rack, and the feroO, an; 
filled with of >uih*i.s spooiod'{ of who h tue roost ■ 
rare and precious ia: tha t .Reducing -the. musk:, it  is 
fmui.d. only in;She loftiest I:k%h% moj-.l rooks which the 
hrjnan. foot soamdy dares.to tread, The -moat iutfitwe 
•cold is so essential to its life, that ike yoithg, 00 being 
bkoriptf down to •». w<uP»r Situation, usually perish in. a 
few days, . The.fefefffaai all the. more biodorate eleva- h-.m £»«.•■•< 
t bns are tilled with flock solsuch.fowls n.s are elsewhere 

. domesticated, hero xinroibg about wild, , tUtijAing the pur- 
suited the Hportsnuui; but,actluw very hcldtnn ial owing, 
they are with'difficulty' reached by ih  gun. The pfa-u.c.



R *ing. plumage only on the IoTrt!:r.MI!a,
ji« is seMmu descried 'amid'the'cliffs, * | |  
k1 by kites, Imwka, and others of the: 
airr'ls. Partridges awl phea arils are 
avion?. spi-ebs : the bitt. rmv even seen 
own Si a great elevation. Bees swarm 
istriots, mating their hives in the hol- 
se the .natives plunder by inefely mis- 
vhich muses the siwwm to issue forth, 
ry im‘, rtii, ctid.

.miaiv, ft-4 by the natives on their rich 
■common black cattle hi* India,-com- 
r of Thibet, k muln bred h*. t.weon the 

two k  also v«»iy common. The latter produces with 
i'hiuw of the pure species, arid oven with, its own kind, , : 
though m  fchli* 3aflt gasfe It soon t) ■'generates. -Sheep and 
gouts are also reared in large' numbers^ not cuily for iho 
ordmnry purposes of fo'-.L ami clothing, but.for'the eon- 

1 ',•••• • veyanwof nu-n linmfist-, hob they alone are fitted t 
■ transport -over f he steep a(totintain -passes.' Besides ibo 
conitnon slnwp, there is saiotleir I.rood. j>w ?ih', nud 1 
lung-logged (aid able to bear -snore then .clohble the bur- 

 ̂ _ iteri of the other ; its wool as phu very tmr,
' ' i o n jL ^  Thp most olev4ed part ©f this stupdnuous range to 

Mwit to the north of .Bengal, along "the; beads of the 
. f rt'grci, Inc (ktngerf,nml theihentia and westward asfurus 

■the bib bilge. In (bis link? ■there tile supposed to be fit v 
pyyh: least twfccty-^ight peaks higher than ChUujborftKo ; oml

.several appear, u pod .tv&fc m cdwirt meat, to reu' 1 ■ 25,000 
feet, -Three, father to the north, afeen at difFeient 
times,, b ut at soinv distance, by Mobiy.roft, Gerard, *m4 
n government s ii-veyor, could noi, it wm •.thought, 
by these gfcSftfomcji, fall (short of 28,000 or ev en &0,mt 

i% his sublime formation, M.:t>|>o(ied tobe 1000 miles
tent In length end eighty ia lireiuiib, does hot enclose any 

tiling that eon properly'he oaiie'il a tab) edit :■ tlyfor though* 
b-omitise pUin it apgeaap like a auw-e-iia of ndgt", i't 
the iplofior it is' found eompossed of arms, radiating In 
every direction, intor-m-t ■<] .Vy d.-ej) ravines, through



which -the waters struggle, and arc often turned in op- CstAi*. i 
poai m directions. T hdr lino is so Winding un*.' irresr t r, 
that the traveler is usually oblige*! to cross the supimit 
of the ridge, as if no openings existed. I t is observed, too 
that the north v .; vm  face is iiuv&ys .god, while tha\ 
to the jjjorth-east is shelving. The declivity towards 
• TMhet is small, when eomjiare.il to the descent on , no 
southern side ; indicating the great elevation of th.at two«- 
•'fcsy,. which 'is estimated not to fall short. of 16,000 feet,,

Westward of the Sufledge, the Ffiiiimalek 'greatly do- Hw frontipi 
elnies, or rather, &C( owiiifg to Boron iflugel, it-'Stretches ^ lWlw: ■
in a northern (location, along the' frontier;of-'Thibet, 
detaching oni., an interior hraioeh along the Indian bortbr.
The white Munvutp are no longer seen in 'continuous 
line, hut appear only singly, ailid at,-soifi-f distance, The rri' y\ 1ycv‘> 
most western-ist Trioota Itevi, a beautiful three-peaked ■. 
m<hmta&t, and beyond it a break -eceiw,, which,' haw- 
ever, to tm eye ‘looking from Indie us filled up hy more 
distant; xnaraes. Southward Of -Ctiahmeiv, the Peer 
PandjftM, amt is called^ rears its snowy head, though not 
altogether to-the same stupendous lipight; ‘.and I t  is  eon - 
tirrae'd to the Hindoo Gdosp, wjnidh separate Guhul from 
Twrtery.

A natural division of this high iHyi.niry is1 formed bv «
the narrow Valleys, or rather ravines, -furrowed .out ,by ®lvat 
those -inigMy i’iveK! which descend • freta the height*-to 
.water tfieplains of Hhudostaw, -'These £‘l®p!o,-aIl desip, 
dark, and enclosed b y  precipitous walls,-'have oafch, he- 
Bides, its own peouliar aspect; add & late traveller hm  
enabled us k  form some idea of the ■ leading -features 
'which distinguish those of she Snflodge, the -Pabur, the 
Jumna,' and the .Bagirattee, or pifoaipal Mad of.-the 
'Cl-iauges,.

The glen of the--Sutleclge Is little More than a profound Thosuitadiio. 
and gloomy chasm, without the1 romantic -beauty -p reduce- ■ 
by swelling' banks or fringing woods, Cultivati nr a.ppea.rs 
only on a few scattered patches* no village;? smite isiong 
its'border, 'though 'numerous'forts- frown over its steep:*.
—The Pabt’.r, a trib utary of the >7nmna,-preseifts Tplea^
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Z ‘:- ' , ‘hap l ing variety compared to this or to m y  other mvine'of-tfce 
r  Hifimsaleh. I t  rails'through a vale of moderate-breadth
■ ‘ its huiikf and the slopes above are beautifully studded;:,

with fields, -woods, and v illages ; while brown hills, tipped
f riie JuiiiuiH. with rocks and snow, tower in the background. Tho 

-Tuiunaj a^ain,has its bordeis generally bold and savage ; 
ill its higher tracts, too, consist of mighty rocks and 

precipices buried under huge masses of snow. Yet the 
lower grounds are wooded ; and along the river axe seen 
some narrow vales, rising.into slopes covered with culti
vation and verdure, which diversify even its wildest 

rtnj «agim-scenes with a mixture of softness and elegance. The 
(f’ • nofik’P of fihd'Bagirutt.ee, h broader stream, which has

worn a still deeper bed through the wmmtain-straui, 
are beyond all others impulsive, and equally destitute of 
beauty and life. These solitary steeps, too, are only scan- 
til y  clothed' with the foliage of the sombre fir’; the cliffs, 
shattered and splintered, arc not even tinted with moss 
or lichen,' but, bearing- tli® dusky, fcolcmrs of their m -  
tur;d fmet-ure, she jh  up oh every side into pinnacles of 
amazing height.

T‘»: Happy But,notw ithsteadingthe gioorn3r aspect of thes'e 'moon-
tain-schnas, there Elil a, few plaoc.g in which, they open out 
into' rinding plains of considerable extent. The valleys 
of heparal, iudce^, besides being very narrow, belong 
rather to the' region of 'the lower - lulls. Considerably 
higher is fotuij the llama Serai, or.tiro Happy Valley, 
■whlre llttlo mumences, villages., and richly cultivated 
fields coitnbijie to form a delightful scone. The most 
extensive opening however taken place at its western 
extremity, vhere these great ridges -udpse the little 

CiiUiuiere. kingdom; of Cashmere, which, beyond any other spot on 
earth, seems to merit the appellation of a  terrestrial 
paradise/ Nuraw-ohs rirulete flowing' down -the moun- 
t»i in -site  diffuse verdure, and beauty over the hills and 
vales, and in the plaids expand into an extensive 
like, pmdtesely .adorned with all the pomp of art and 
nature. The Mogul sovereigns had emoted on the 
.banks of this sheet 'of water gay-palaces and pavilions,
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to which they were wont to repair aa their most chap. f. 
pleasing, retreat from the toils of empire. The poets Cehm.y 
vie with each other in celebrating the delights oftiis vale ui 
thii enchanting valley. They extol particularly the Casbmem 
rose of .Cashmere as possessing beauty, without a .rival, 
the. opening of whose buds is held, by their countrymen 
as a national festival. M, Jacquemoui, a very recent 
traveller, considers these descriptionsof the,, country as 
exaggerated; though Baron Hugel,,who. visited it xn 
1835, thinks that none can he too .flattering, The flora its ii<.r# 
is entirely that of .Europe, and partieulariy of Lombar
dy:; the gigantic plane tree, the vine, - the. poplar, cover 
the lower grounds ; while on the heights hang majestic 
forests of cedar and pine. The level part of the valley, 
nearly 5WO fret above the a*a, is about eighty milesluag 
and .from six to thirty broad; but between the eter
nal snows of the opposite PumijaMs, or mo until in-ridges, 
from fifty to sixty miles intervene. Shalkn»r alone, of 
the gay palaces erected by the Mogul, is still standing-,
The beauty of . the, Caskmcrian' maidens had also been Benntr of «k 
highly celebrated throughout the E as t; and though' -'yKMeu*. 
Jacquemon.t professes scepticism upon this point, he ..yves 
a solution o' hie doubt, by mentioning the painful cir
cumstance, that.almost, all who possess good looks are if, 
early life sold and. carried away ns slaves.

The passes which extend at.rose this tremendous ridge Dimwit 
into Thibet .are of extreme and jgeeuliar difficulty. | V o m Klf<! 
the structure of the mountains the roads must generally 
be carried nearly over their summits rising sometimes as 
high as 20,000 feet. They ere in ajost vases formed by a 
precarious track .along- the alpine torrent, which dashes 
in an unbroken sheet, of loam, through dark ravines 
bordered by, precipitous mountain-wails unending above 
the clouds. Down the perpendicular faces of these stu
pendous avenues descend;,almost contiponl.showers of 
stgny fragments, broken off from the cliffs above. Oeca - ,
sionaJlv large portions of rock are detached,-and- roll down 
in heaps,, effacing every path which has been formed 
beneath, filling the beds of. fixe rivers, and converting
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ch ap. t. them into cataracts. The whole si de of a mountain bc.s
...... -  feenstsn thus -pMMj and spread m fragmentest ita'hase:

Trees tern up, and precipitated into the abyss, he-stretch- 
ed with their branches tin the  %arfh, and their roots 

Tracks turned up fco the shy. Vet through these trferuendotis 
tlw passes, and across i l l  these mighty obstruecomf, die 

daring industry of mortals has contrived to form w atte ,
Jliiriro-W indeed, its well "as tearful and perilous, but by 
means of which Thibet and India fold it 'possible to 
exchango their 'respective eofnmodsiics. Nothing, It is 
true, 'resembling a wagon, not even tire ordinary beasts 
o f burden, can paw this way. The goods, as already sag* 
gestedjUre placed on'tbe backs oi goats and sheep, which 
alons am  scrairble along these precipitous rerntte, though, 
to  other: respect?, these animals are ' ilk&fctdd for such a 
laborious employment. Goats, in -dcacehdsng,' are often 
jpfesed down by the loud, while sheep, if a t all 'urged, 
are very apt to ru n ,-■ui iftovciM'eEt'which it? hereettehded 
•with the utmost peril. In  some cases human 'aid is re
quired, and' these patient quadrupeds are raised and low
ered by tilings. The principal -pauses are those ofMiti arid 
■•Mitita, bytlui heads -of''the G anges; thrwhr, Burma, and 
•Byaase, by those of the Gogra. They are connected by 
' a; few crose-pai lut; but thebe are tmeeriaia, arid' passable 
only in the very height of-aumtuer.

ScuBftffrtn# tn In  proceeding al'ongthescSthpendous heights, the;travel-
the >er occosiottally cxpericncca a distressing seiisation, Tire 

atmosphere,; rarefied to oxeess, becomes nearly unfit for
ritppo'rt;ui ;y:respirariouj-- the actioxi. of the kings being irn.-'
peded, the-slightest"fetigrse overpowers him,—he stops 
ut e r a y  three, orfour steps, gaspingforl>ye*th,™the Skin 
is pitinful,' and blood bursts from th e ' lips,-HWinethnes 
■fee is affected by giddirteds iir llie head rxid a tcndrfiey to 
-vertigo. The -natives, who are also seised -with these 
symptom.; without being able to divine the physical, 
cause, ascribe them-'to &*rpor'&&/*>me&niag air poisoned, as 
they imagine, by the deleterious-odour o t certain flowers,
A 'little ■ observation would 'have shown'them that the 
fiow m to  these regions have - ataweeiy any scent,; w hile
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It is In the most elevated,tracts,, where ail vegetation lias, chai-v.1.; 
t caned, that the. feelings in ^ues^iou hwooitte the mo>t "_""; 
severe nod. ouptftssm:.

The .arrangement* for .faciliteithi# apassage ever -these Rock stair- ; ;■ 
frightful clifts iu» $UU ’ixore perilous than those «ii»-*?8e*' 
ployed on tbo lower declivities, llndo utamaros tvKra • 
coTMrucfcd along;, the pretfjjp lees* by which loo traveller 
fe invited to lod^e.lus way. The w^J in fiom*. places k  
form* A merely by postb driven the silt* of ttyp stvgp,
over which branches of trees nod earth »rc> 'njuu&d, iiiTonl- 
ing a narrow footpath, suspended-at u fearful height 
iboye ^etoiTeJd%^nd. v o tin g  the .tread o f the
passenger, , ,

Amid these awful sc* nes the1"® pro, ,tw <> spots peon«.-»'-- 
ibvrly sacred, au-i auldirae : tlto. name]; , where the ^
Jumna and the Ganges, the two risers wVch gjvp Sts'* 
grandeur and tfurtalit̂ . to the ■jdakr-.p-j;’ HindoahU}, ^wrsfc 
from beneath the <̂ px"‘u l smms, Jft; ipprt d foot h $0 
vet oasendwi to their original springs, situated iu the 
most elevated recesses of the mountains. T'frgv. il-vy 
issue-forth as 'torrents, t r n i i  broken m.nmm of,granite, to 
force the"?’ way through the deep glens.of the mfejjalo 
Hinunaleh. Above them, huge, pile- of rod:?:, and heaps 
of snp.w rise higher and Ixig&er, IIU tl-ti'y .yfrokfc up .into 
the.-two amazing peaks .of .EtKolreo Himnla and *,|umna~ 
vatari.
. JiiHC'-K t  1- admitted at Lb<> \  fc of ipxmtWJumm(rr.«- 
niountoiadpasS: of Bucnerpatich, the upper 'Sectieu of 
which * is entirely hcried ia snow ; but, the brow which 
overhangs the village is rendered green 'by the tackling 
of numberless rills that fall down a»d unite .in a. broad 
basin, tbe fountain of- the Jumna, Th<» highest p e ti  
that .towers above is , cgthniated by Mr Colebrooka at 
2f>,o00 feet, which, .How over, Mr Fran r suspects to 'bp 
considerably overrated. The river fa here,.'iwefed by itilh H. . 
.numerous hot springs fr,suing from the .rocky ]>ta*ks, 
or from pools in Its own currant. Captain Hodgson 
penetrated to several©f these fountains that lay concealed 

. beneath vast beds of snow, which being* melted, by ■the
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. exhalations, were formed into apaolow* halls reaembliug 
~  vaulted roots of marble

(.^outvie. The mw>ntam-s»*.-ivtvy which surround-. Gmvgputtl, 
where the; infant Gauges burets into view, i» stili mute 
.snhUrae1 and tnwi'/.ing. ’lb > traveller ■winds his way to 
this ph»ee,clambering over st ee p roelcS, or creeping along’ 
the fae.■ of precipices, where (lights of step; arc' termed 
by posts driven .into the Crevices-, At. length -ho reaches 
:Ue village,''consiating’only of a few huts and the temple 
dedicated''to Mahadeo. Rare the naked and pointed 
.difik, shootcig up to the skies, with confused 'jnassbs; t>f 
rook lying at their feet, and only a few trees ■rooting 
themselves in the deep chasms, make thespectator fee l. 
as if he trode on the ruins of a former world,- Shatter--- 
ed precipices, which, frown over the tempie, have strewn 
the 'vicinity with enormous- fragments of granite, des
tined probably one day to overwhelm the cdi.hce itscli.
A few’ old pines throw n dark shade over .the troubled 
waters, whose roar is hfi, rd lw&xn ".th« minified with the 
stifled hut fenfiitl bound of tho bovne down by the

' current, ."Kooky heights shut in. the prospect on every 
side except towards the'eaat, where, behind a crowd of 
naked spires, the 'vie w is bounded! -/ the four snowy peaks 
of Itoodwo Himala.

H!ix’.T* rioe Mr Fraser attempted to trace the Gauges above Gan*
%J“a G’ifl"’gout.ri to a spot famous in India w lev th e . appellation 

"•of "T h e  Cow’s Mouth,” the river being represented as 
rushing there f i r m  beneath the snows through an aper
ture bearing that particular norm The rupgednesa' of the 
banks and other olwtdwJ«s obliged him to return; but 
Captain Ifodguou, after three days of so vote foil, reached 
this memorable bpof,' and saw the stream issuing from 
under 3 perpendicular wsUl of frozen snow., with num eral- 
depending icicles, in a manner not very dissimilar to-that 
which Indian, report had fed him to expect, 

s.icredrtesfi 'A The two pliutot above mentioned, with the lower 
iegh,>,„ rifles of Bhiidrin^tli and Redarculth, and indeed the 

whole of tins region , pfAtelkk peculiarly sacred character 
in the eves of the iRadon, and are the seexus of many of



the mod remarkable fictions in his poetical mythology. <.ka e. (. 
They arc esteemed the chosen dwelling of Siva or !'bv- ^
l^ideo,.the . third. person %  the Hindoo trinity,, who, ->
iu withdrawing from Lunfca or Oeyjjbj, threw up* ii is 
pretended, the Himtiialeh as his place of retreat. JDewtas,* 
or. spirits, are imagined .to haunt the inaccessible glenc, 
and by feigned sounds to allure tl * ujforfuiiate. pas
senger into th th  ’recesses, whence he never returns to 
the"" Jiving world. Pilgrimage, the favourite forte* of iiignmnKe* 
Hindoo devotion, is most frccpusatly performed -into, these 
mysterious solitudes, whore many, however, in attempt
ing to penetrate by the rugged paths buried-.-in-snow, 
either parish, or lose partially the- use. of their limbs.
The perils .'which bar the 'approach to Gangoutri deter 
the greater number of the devotees, who ascend from 
the great fa ir#  Hurd war, from proceeding beyond the 
lower shrine of Hhadnn&th ; which, in the year when 
Captain Webb was there, had been visited' by between 
45,000 and SO,'000 pilgrims.

The Deccan or Southern. Peninsula, which. alone're-Tbc ueccaa.- 
mains to be described, preaents none of those .singular 
features that distinguish the.great central plain, and its 
northern boundary, Hills occasionally rising to the 
rank of mountains, and- enclosing table-bunds of y ark>ua 
elevation, diversify its surface,'and procure tor- it at once 
the climate and. vegetation of the tropical and of the tem
perate zones. Bat the most prominent feature is a range 
of heights corresponding; to the triangular form of this 
part of the.continent. The; northern border consists indent*? In- 
a tra d  of high country stretching from the Gulf .of1’
Cam toy to the Bay of. Bengal, chiefly along both batiks 

• , of the H f rime da, and composing the prov-dices,-cd Malwaft, ■ 
C&ndeishp&nd GuiHwato, to which has been.given: the 
appeiiatjpn of Central India. I t ja fenowsi by the name 
of the Vyndhya chain; yet it is so .widely extended and 
of such moderate height, seldom exceeding 2000 feet, 
that it seems rather a very rough and broken- table-land 
than a regular itoimtdn-irange. Various local nantes arc 
given to its fe tches, in some of the districts rise per-
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u u r . i, pfcAdicular heights, with n plain at the top,, on winch, 
ns already mentioned, are constructed those strong hill- 
fort®,peculiar to that part of the,world. From its extre
mities extend southward- two parslMchains,.called thra 
Gates or Ghauts, which, at a greater or less distance, 
girdle the whole of the* opposite coasts of Malabar and 
Coromandel.

(iliisuts. The Western Ghauts, which wngp along the Indian 
Ocean, stand generally at a small distance from the 
sea, and sometimes approach, so close that their clife are 
washed by its waves. More commonly at ten or twelve 
irul.es from the shore, they rear their peaks,, crowned* not 
like those of the Hb&m&leh with the trees of the tom- 
perate or arctic- gom% but with the stately palms and 
aromatic shrubs which form the pride of tropical groves.

T̂ pica) for-The most valuable of these p*pdu«t«ms arc the plant 
bearing -the pepper,.—tine betel, whose loaves are the 

'. wsfll masticatory in India,-—the arefevpalm, the ant 
of which is chewed along with the betel,--the sago-palm, 
whence flows a rich and -nourishi mg juice,—and the cocoa- 
palm,, so famed far itsi numerous and important uses. 
Higher, than all towers the: teak-tree, whose timber, 
stronger and more durable than that of the British oak, 
forms-the material of oriental navies. This chain does not 
in the northern part reach above 3000 feet. Hear Bon*. 
bay,: the Peak of MahaWleahwar, M300 feet high), affords 
a convenient station for invalids from that city. But it 
*8on tb% coasts oJ: Cun wn and-Malabar,.southward of the 
fifteenth degw  of latitude* that this range attains its 
greatest height, shooting up pinnades-of granite6000 feet. 
At the bounuarjr of Mysore there crosses the continent a 

The Mtiigw- ridge called the NKggerrks,.-the highest in-all this part 
of India, having, one peak estimated at 8700 feet, which 
has lately become a- most important- sanitary retreat. 
Mr Boyle conceives.- this group- as joining together and 
dosing the parallel- chair, of the two Ghauts. m that 
from thence only a single arm stretches southward to 
Pape Comorin. The western coast is in general very low, 
and traversed- by numerous-rivers flow-jug parallel to the
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- shore, thus affording, great convenience for inland savt- ® * p .i  
gallon, —

The. Eastern Ghauts, rising "behind- the' Coromandelyfletera- 
coast, are • generally Jess lofty, bat spread into more B n-teun. 
tnerous. branches, and o ver a wider surface. They leave 
also a  broader plain between -them- and the sea; yet, an- 
lees in the deltas of the greet- rivers,, which from the west 
cross the Ghauts and M l into the-Bay of Bengal, this 
space bears somewhat of a naked ami arid character.
There occur even extensive tracts of .sandy soil impreg
nated with M ine substance#,- which in. some-degree taint 
the atmosphere. More to tire north, m Orissa, and the 
Circars, the high grounds often, advance close to the sea, 
and consist to a great extent- of mountain and-jungle, 
contij.vidug in amore-uncultivated.state, and peopled by 
more ; uncivilized races, than almost any other part of 
India. Cuttack, again, a dk-trict approaching, th e Ganges, 
is so' low as to he liable to frequent inundations-from- the 
sea,, which, in 1830,1833 ,.1832,-and 1883, broke the bunds 
or barriers, and overflowed numerous fields.

These three rouges enclose a tablet-land,, elevated near- Southern ti* 
ly two thousand feet above the level of the ocean, an d <lia' 
comprising the main body of Southern Indie. The 
south-weatem tract, the original seat of M ahratu power, 
forms a hilly country, not extremely ragged, bur. inter
spersed with deep valleys. In  its aspect it is decidedly 
highland, and is a fit residence for a-pastoral people of 
predatory habits. The central region, composing til© once 
powerful kingdoms of Goleonda and-Bejapore,. compre
hends extensive, plains,, secured by their elevation irora 
the scorching, heats which afflict the territory along the 
coast. The surface is generally level, and possesses much 
fertility, though diversified by those insulated, steeps 
which supply a position for. the almost impregnable hill- 
forts, The extreme southern district, called the Carnatic, 
is divided into two table-lands,, the Baiaghaut and the 
Mysore, considerably higher than those of the Deccan, 
and on that ac count including a greater, variety of cli
mate, soil,; and production.
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cuAP.'.r. The moimtein-scenery- of Southern India in general 

ciwmwr of though wanting those features which invest the Him- 
th - Bv-wiery, tnaleh with bo sublime a character, is beautiful, str.ikirg, 

and picturesque. I t  assimilates more to that of Wales 
and Scotland - with this 'peculiarity, that it never rises 
nbiwe the limit of the richest vegetation* mid has its 
highestKttmshita crowned with woods ond verdure. The 
greater part is under 'cultivation; ’though there is dis
tributed ever it  a considerable portion of. jungle, rock, 
forest, and ^ven of sandy waste.

pollt.iea.l condition of the different regions of 
( jch».. India varies strikingly according to the- pecidiarifies m

their physical circumstances. The great central plain, 
for example, baa- generally, from the earliest ages, been 
the seat of an empire'whose greatness amt splendour have 
eclipsed those of almost, every other country. Some 
detached portions, os Bengal in the east, and the.Punjaub 
in the west, have been frequently divided from the main 
body; bat, raider a vigorous and warlike 'dynasty, ;they 
have 'been -as -bfteu'reuiiiis^d. I t  might have been ex
pected-that India, separated from other'countries by a 
vast ooeusi nud the loftie&t mountein-harrixO' on earth, 
would have ••been Secured from foreign aggression; bat 
nothing could, check the avarice and ambition which 
were attracted by the -fame of her great wealth. That 
ocean has been passed,—-those shburi tain-barriers* have 
been scaled,—and during many generations she has 
groaned, and continues to groan without hope of de
liverance^ under the yoke of strangers. 

tu e S w tt* . '-The power which beam rule, oyer this central empire 
has usually aspired to the dominion of the whole; but 
the success of 'such undertakings lias been only partial, 
arid temporary. They have been chiefly directed towards 
the extensive plains of the Deccan, which-have in fact for 
ages been under foreign -sway,—composed of brandies 
broken off from the great trunk of Mogul dominion.
In the most southern quarter, 'the tabic-lands'and coasts 
have been shared among a number f little kingdoms, 
wealthy, "populous, and civilized. These have often
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• owned aUcgianee, and .oven..-paid tribute. to the Mogul, uHaP t  
or more frequently to the Dccem rulers; Vat in till essen 
tial respects they have ranked, as indfipendcaitstates.

Tints mouxitttjb-rerions of Northern India-have .enjoyed C:f
a happier Jot, and been inhabited generally' by races '^ ./' 
different from those whichopUpy the lower parts of the 
peninsulai. The-rugged tracts of the higher. Mhnmfileh 
ea-e ]H>.;sessed h}" fooldl fierciSj semi-Tartar tribes, who 
scarcely aekrthwledgo the ' supremacy' of the several 
powers which 'govern the. adjacent plains. They have 
even 'from to time harassed their neighbours by 
predatory inroads; hut their small muhhei, and the strong: 
bordera by which they a:re;-:sepa.fatetl. have-prevented 
them from forming anyt^xtenaivo schemes of conquest.

S h ip  the war with Nepaal, a {xtpMorahle tract- has 
been annexed to the British dominion; to-wkidfr officers 
of the .Bengal pmsidency '&m: now in the habit-of resort
ing with- a view'to-the restoration of health. At Simla 
and Laodour, govpi tmeet, have formed stations for in
valids ; and in ’the.' 'vMmty of,those places, 'villas built 
by opulent Europeans stud the summit of hills rising 
7000 or 0000 feet above t.be sea, and commending <m ten - 
sire views into this’ regions oftperpetu&i snovr.-'
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r>a.-W”s-~Afiroa:iK'i by a L  C u*Jk^E xpcdU ^ of
AV:uulot— He i:i oWif'"(? to return.- Voyage down ti.a Indus
«.i*npge o?‘ ‘'ri.- mu- -Alexander**; March through Oedi-ijsiii...
Accounts of India obtftined by-tHt* Clcrmnl—Kingdom!: <•>'■& >m 
aad of Baetr'.*—Its Numismatic* R.-main*- Mercantile’ Voyage 
b a a  % .  yt- ia India—V'iu-a- which wen# tfem nsiteds

€flAP. ir. L<n>*Ay in the* view of . (.be earliest Greek; m i  .Bca'am 
a nct«rt* ^ h e rs , appeared an sJmostansiccasssiblwregion; the <>xten*
writers «r> sire seas. v/i) i.-ii inieryene being in the lr.&ncy of navig,'*. 
hniia. fion considered quite impassable. The inlaridmife,b sm im

its very great length ami the im perfect m m m  of convey
ance, lay partly across'the loftiest -ridge of m ountains In 
the world, partly through deserts *u» freaky as those o f 
Arabia. Vet the country had feature* which, seen even 
at this ipysteELOUs distance, .strongly attracted attention 
among the civilized nations of antiquity. life wealth and 
large, population made .-ft “one of the principal objects of 
ambition to those great conquerorswlio aimed at um versa! 
empire ; its fabrics, the most W utiful that human aft 
has any where produced, were 'sought by merchants at 
the expense of the greatest toils and dangers; -and the 
manners of its people, as well as ^he maxims of its. stages, 
had- something original and peculiar, which strongly ex
cited -philosophical inept rryy ^or'these■ reasons, from the 

sfpjy ; .fimt moment that its existenco became known down to 
the present-day,, iUndoshm has continued.to hold aoon- 
epieuous name in the W estern -world..



In the sacred volume, which contains the earliest of chap, vl
oar historical records, no statement is made whence we Si| ^ ^ fJba 
might conclude'that the Jews had arrived at aiiyknow-- *acmt 
ledge of India, Hu Great River (Euphrates), and the wrtters- 
territory immediately beyond it, appeared to them the 
most; remote objects to the eastward, and are described 
trader the appellation of the “ end ;, of'the earth.1'’ Yet 
those writings inake a direct -aUtision to the extensive 
•caravan routes, formed at m  early period for "conveying 
the ma ifliaetures of that opulent region into the king-- 
doRTs of the W e s t  We cannot hesitate' to believe, with 
i i r  Vincent,' that'the embroidered work, and chests of rich 
apparel bound with cords, mentioned by 'Ezekiel (xxvii ,
2el) os brought fromHrann, Gnnneh, ami other towns 
on the Eophratsis,.were■■not produces by the ingenuity 
of the nations oh that river, but drawn from the more 
distant countries of Eastern Asia, We have lit tic doubt 
«k<V that die trade across Arabia, b y  w ay  of Dedaii and 
Idumea, and of which “ 'precious cloths*’ arc mentioned' 
as the  Stephywaa.ati Indian trade,
■ Bacchus, in the -classic mythology, is named'as the cia^tf. -mj, ■ 
efWCjueror of India; 'b u t this tradition, though probably ‘k®1087, 
not destitute bf.eome 'foundation, is so enveloped in fable 
that we can attach to it little historical importance.
W bother that: country b'its at all Inrluded in the wide 
career of invasion, rather'-than of. conquest, pursued by 
•Sesostris,. seems extremely doubtful ; though some light 
may perhaps be thrown upon the subject bylhe researches 
now ha progress for the interpreiatioii of Egyptian htero-- 
g^yphks. "h ■ .1 .v A.

Tlurncict'oxptiiiiti.oivinto the East,Svhich'ifl.desmbed 'in ' &omira:uw, 
inure-ampte detail, was that accomplished by .Semiramie, 
tne celebrated- queen of Assyria. Although the know
ledge possessed- by the Greeks respecting-the early Asiatic 
empires k  exceedingly imperfect, yet the great" fapiB of 
this .enterprise, find the various shapes 'in which ’it has 
been reported, ■ ie-ave-' little room to doubt that it was 
actually undertaken, In the absence of a narrative oa 
which, afuller dependsteeluigfht be placed, recourse must

AU O tia  THE ,VM)iKNT8. 41)



■ BO • FNOWtKPGB OP-INDIA. ' ■

C))At>. m he had to the account given by Diodorus. The Assyrian 
queen, it is said. having extended Jior dominion widely 
over Western Asia, till oven Bactria was comprehended 
within it, and having been informed that India was the 
most populous, the most wealthy, and the most beautiful 
of kingdoms, determined to employ all the resources ei 
her empire in attempting its conquest. Only two cir
cumstances made this .great exploi t appear impracticable. 
One was the broad aud rapid st ream of the Indus, with t he 
entire want of vessels fitted for its passage-; the otherwas 
the. strength and formidable character of the war-ele
phants, the very aspect of which struck terror into troops 

Ass;, dan tmaceustomod to their presence. To supply these deti • 
Src«to4Hest clcneics, the queen engaged naval architects from Bhe- 

nlcia, Cyprus, and o th ^  mariiime.districts j and, as pro
per materials were, not to he. found on the banks of the 
river, she caused vessels suited to - .its- navigation to he 
constructed at Bactra, and conveyed thence .overland.. 
For supplying the want of elephants a still more sin
gular plan was devised. Three hundred thousand..oxen 
were slain, and their hides formed into the shape of the 
huge animals to be represented, within which camels 
and men were introduced.w the. moving.power. After 
three years spent m these extraordinary preparations, 
she; sent forward her armies, which some writers- describe 
as .amount mg to several mi llions of combatants; but the 
narrative of. Ctesias, itself much exaggerated, estimates 
them at three hundred thousand. - foot, five hundred 
thousand horse, while two thousand boats .and the mock- 

h^ppoB t̂hs w'f-re conveyed On. the backs of camels., Sta-
tavadera. brpbates, the Indian king, was ready , to meet them on 

the eastern bank, with four thousand boats framed out 
oi the reeds (canes) which grew in abundance. On its 
marshy borders. At the same time he collected, from the 
yarious.d ktriete of India, an army even greater than that 
of Semimmis, supported by a numerous body of elephants. 
Tbe two powers first encountered each other in the 
river-stream, where the queen gained a dec'dedadvantage, 
sbiking many.of the enemy's barks, and obtaining posses-.
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*»#« of .Both shores. She • then . constructed a spacious c h a p . it. 
briig;?, by which the whole array pasted:, and advanced 
against her adversities. Ir. front the protended elephants, a* indn*, 
ranged in >rder of kittle,som ewhat surprised and ap- 
paLl.,:d the native troops; But •SfabrPkites, having learned 
By means of deserters th*. real composition of ftevse ficti
tious quadrupeds,. prepared tyitkyot appreEWrimn to 
encounter them. As. long as t l m ^ W  was confined, 
to the cav.ilry, victory-''Inclined to the aide .’of Assyria ; 
hut as soon us the real and mighty .war-tdepWts, on the 

.most powerful of which tho-ldn& himsetf \vas momtted, 
roBhed to thr attach, the .artificial- semblances opposed to 
them, wholly unable-to:-sustain the 'h im #, were- soon 
resolved into tUeii constteuettf elon-mts, who fled in dis- 
may, and, being pa caned, were ixtany of them- trampled 
under foot. The whole aVttty hw  completely routed, ftouittfthe 
and Semiramie Brought Back f r e e ly  e third of her 
host; some authors even Tamtam that sholmrsclf perished 
in the expedition. At all ever’-..,' the conquest of India 
appears not to have- been., again attoiiijM.cd b y  any of the 
Assyrian or .Babylonian monarch*.

Darius, the Peisian, -is- mentioned as the next who * 
undertook to explor* and to i ampler i that vast country.
Having, reached -the Indns, he dotefedhtifd to trace its 
course till it should fail into the ocean. In this im
portant service he employed Scybuf the Caryandcan, 
tire most distinguished natal; commander of th a t early 
age, who sailed down tM  stream, and, alter a navigation 
bfitwo yearn and a half, arrived in.Egypt,—a most ex
tensive, ami at that period, -mbst arduous voyage, ot 
w hich ) imfortunafaly, no detailed account has been pre
served.. The historian then simply Informs ns, that

Darius subdued-the Indiana.;’* and it appears, that he 
d rew  h-oni their country a more ample tribute than from 
any other province of his wide dominions,.—paid too In 
gold, the most valuable of commodities. Yet the de
scription of Herodotus, brief and indistinct ;m f  is, shows 
that the power of the conqueror extended over only a very 
Srifixh portion of India. The simple statement that this
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CH'Ar, it. coiuifety wffl twuniled on. the east by vast sandy deserts, 
' Erasing • on side .thus limit of the known would,

g H«cwtotv«." resiik^s It TOftKitoat that. ■Mtr India included itofluag'ht'- 
•yonid:the -western -peowaces of -Mottltab, Lahore, .and 
.possibly -Gosemi.. Jt*( details, which are truly defec
tive, seem explicable to^oiae rn.de laoantam-tribe rather 
than in  the inhabitants-0} a great and civifirad empire ; 
yet th® psartieolrars, when narrowly examined, indicate 
/die esrly exfavtew*- of 'the watte -features by which the 
kwid of the Hindoos -is -still disting-aished. The wool 
.grawitig on trees dike fruit, -nmw-bi&tffciful' aftd'V^uable 
than that ptvducitt from siheep, awl like if used for 
i Jot-hing, is ■■.vuU'ntly cetteii, a substance then unktiowh 

. Chwacterifr. kv'tiie West, •T.he®tiatemeUtv'::too,’'tti8t:S'Orne n'ftt-ivee kill 
inannUT tl° Utwig thing, but.'..MijbBif.it Wholly on. herbs,, -points out a 

characteristic-fast in Indian •manners ; while ’the akfer- 
tion that ■ others of them "neither '.ihiltivat® Lins ground 

, . nor inhuh.it- hefef% -clearly--applies to the superstitious
* prswlteoa of the vogues or fckirs. The Fadaei, probably

a moxiatam-honie, are dmh'ibed as living on raw flesh, 
while the people took* ring on the fiver are said-to oub- 
riat'Ott raw-fish. j'ito.-singttlar statement thfrt When any 
one, nuiio-oHV.raak, falls. si-:(k,his relations kill him, and 
ii'ftd upon fche-bndyyas' well m  another passage asserting 
that those who led themselves iwdrtpoaed go out into the 
desert,- ami die without a?>y one earing for them, ixmy 
jbare beten suggested’ •bythevarums forma of sdf-irimio-- 
fetiog, which, if not tivged, aro at h ast permitted, by fhv 
nearest--kkidml. A. ■ remark u-Me -notice hi Conveyed; re* 
specx?ng‘tihe great -quantity of gold;|bhrtd in mines and 
in'-the'beds of rivets1:; to wlitfeh- ie •&pptitd$<l aii Odd story 
•mpeeting huge ants that defend litis tyehahi^ and often 
give cha*<i to-̂ t&Sfc Who attempt't*> uollfict ite 

Account by Tilework of Ctestias, Whoj-aftex the -time of Herodotus,
•*8MUL cwimoiucaied the information cohosted during a Jong 

residence bx Pema, is known to us only through the 
■medium of some - fragments preserved h y ’Photius and, 
otiie:!- kUtth-ors. The knowledge of 1 ndia in his taiue docs 
.Kit appear to -have been any further extended. -He
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mention-- no rive? .except. the Indus, y e t  says fclw the co.v}- v
ipliai jitenB : i itemrigldwairhood axe the aemotapb^eople " .."  ‘
known to theeastward; iso that.bis lateHkeimecyhicnhly knn%i*d*eo( 
temvinatexl with the western desert, and-did not include- lnJia- ■ 
the ya«t region :s *  h»«h compose Hie fita p » v  ,-Ii indoptaa,
Yet, evon. under this Hir4te.fi viewr, ha relates that i t  
M & pwxjfc in  number.all other uatkmr * and heneeit-may 
he inferred, that the country, ev*;n is that early age, 
was populous and. highly cultivated. Hia descriptfeiua 
of the animals and vegetables, though h e w in g  some 
traces of trut.li, arc greatly .mixed with /able, Seine 
light, however, ;s ..thrown on the reputes .of Herodotus 
ct;pcer^ing' the gold -of India,, which is lu re staled to- be 
foiijud, net like -that of.- J-’actoiyfJ:.i:u the feeds of rivers,
’but in e,xteu«jTC and jugged haunted by wild
boas Is of peculiar form and brypeatts. lib1*.* this rm srn ,  
i t  is added, only a fftuii] quantity of the pr'icipus mete’i 
could be e;^teacteti:fr*jai ifp  xniives.; and i t  is probable 
that their mppie a ad dUH.Milt situation led to be•'ex
aggerated idea of thspi1 real fn,pojfi.su- e.

Much in ore ample information respecting this quarter Alexander's 
of the globe was obtained .front the expedition. of Alex-' *#e<iitwn. 
under, though that, gr, ,tt con-pie roy did not pass or per- 
bafte iweri rereklhc limit which had -utrtsM ’lurpmgreua 
of Darius. ■ Hating, o w v r m  the whole > Randan empire 
as far as Bactra .(h%lkfi)J the capital » f 'Bsctria, and find
ing it every wherftimhdued and;aub’Busei'vfi,:lteAetmniBed 
to cross the .mountains, and.complete the .swb.iughtkm of ,^-s 
the known world by eonquering India., -He-oh  wed the 
'ridge of lhwqpei:oi»i.fs, probably - fey the great canwan- 
ropte hotw'ot.u Balk,h and Can,daJiu«r, without having 
suffered any serious joss, though it is admitted that the 
mduotioin of -the .^onghoids by -wbfeh.tbe passes of .the’ 
mountain1'' were guarded g ivc occasion to several ardupnii 
conflicts. He then, marched ec^tward, and reached the 
Indus-at .or near At|oc&* where its breadth is consider
ably k^.-than in most other parts .of it;.-' .-lower coarse . 
and-, he,-grossed it, without ancounlirfena any ofesUuiks, 
but. oner, jis i>,vosc from l)m rapidity of the current.
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crui'. xi. Although. thfe h w  foiindiid his claim to India on its 
.•vrtiaii" a proYiow of the Permian empire, transferred to
claims o« to. liim by tight-of conquest, the tr- th  appears to he, that 

during the '"weak Teigns of the BUeceasors of Darius.,, 
every-trace of .their dominion had been entirely obK* 
tarafced ;, the eoanfry not being even; united omder one 
sovereign, but parcelled ou t amovigniiunn-otts .independent 
■chiefs. The first whose .fcerxitones the. Macedonian ein- 
tercet was named. TaxIJes, of Tacsdjiilae. who, either 
(ionsidering resistance: hopeless or expecting to derive 
advantage from the Greek alliance,' immediate fy joined 
him with aU his.forces. But when theleonqtier ■r reached 
tb.e Uydaap.es, he found its opposes bank occupied by 
Poruft, Gy JPhoor, with aweary numerousarc.vyycojnpoafe.d' 
of stronger men and braver troops then those whom he 
had kg easily vanquiAeil in Persia, and selected, .it ia 
.probable, from the .Rajputs find mouwtaintiribes, the'most 
warlike part of the Hinder jppulatioru The difficul
ties of the invading army were increased by the -rainy 

. •'ensoa which had swelled the river to a height that 
made it impossible for the’soldiers to ford it, Alexander 
however displayed his generalship hy taking advantage 
of a wooded inland at some -distance, below; to which, 
while snaking a feigned ..attempt in another, quarter, he 
transported the flower of-hie phalanx as-well, as the best 
of hia .cavalry. These, .haying easily defeated the small 
force which .hastened to oppose,their binding, were soon 
druwn up in. order of battle, Poms without delay at- 
tacked the: strangers; and his-defeat, jftis/. noble bearing 
in. captivity, and the generauH treatment. bestowed '-upon 
rim, are well-known events in the history of the Grecian 
prince,

Alexander having overcome this formidable- enemy, 
nuiaiiy. pressed, onward, and soon, arrived on the basks of--the 

liyphasis, the modem -SuUedge, and the lost of that 
series of rivers which, ivuccr thekPunjaub. But hero 
his.̂  progress- was arrested by the celebrated mutiny,

. -which seeing to have, originated in the .opinion- of Ida 
follower^ from .the highest to ■ the .lowest, that no
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farther advance could be made with1-advantage or safety, chap, it 
The extensive desert which: it • was necessary to-;: pass, ■‘“ te 
joined; to the great, magnitude and poptikvusjiess of the 
eastern regions, rendered the -attempt -at Invasion most 
hazardous, and precluded! almost every hope of being able 
to pre^yve any conquests which they might make in so 
remote a quarter. Their lender was therefore obliged 
to sot bounds to his vaat-ambition, and to resign the 
fondly cherished hope of reaching the Ganges, Mid the 
supposed Extremity of the world.

if ..choveh Alexander to Commence the disagreeable Alexander's 
task of returning towards Assyria; but he resolved at *f5fom>

-■least-to vary his route, and thereby to extend his acquaint
ance with the country which be had overran. Among 
his other great qualities he w  animated with an ardent 
thirst for knowledge, and particularly for geographical 
discovery, In retracing his steps towards Bair/foft, 
therefore, which he made Ids Asiatic capital, ft appeared 
to him that he .might have an opportunity of determining 
the -course- of the Indus and the southern lim itedA IL  
lie  mas encouraged by an idea, ana 'even, belief, Which singular goo- 
to ^  it appears astonishing he could even for a moment 
'aavo cherished., that the Indus and the'Kile were the ^  
sa-no river. But wc must hot, from the full light we , 
dow enjoy, denounce-toh. severely the imperfect steps by 
which the ancients groped'their way in that twilight uf 
science. The voyage ofSeytex being probhbly forgotten 
or doubted, and the shores of Asia as well as the'situation 

.. of.the Arabian and Persian Gulfs continuing still very 
imperfectly known, the imagined credit uniting the two 
rivers might appear by -no means I  ̂ possible. '

Ih i1. mg formed this resolution, he proceeded to execute vc vnifo on 
it with his1 characteristic acti vity. Having found on the m> !u<Uw- 
banks of t.*a Hydaspes . i ample store of excellent tim
ber, he' employed the Phew elans' and other maritime 
people belonging to his army to construct out of it a 
fleet of more than two thousand vessel;, of which eighty 
bad three banks of oars. He put some of Ms troops on 
board, while strong detachments encamped on either


