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victim to the. , excite! f e y  of the people. On the chap. ,xv& 
coatiMy, ho returned possession of the Bala Hissar, A 
exm isal u .powerful ini’iuencr., and was even.courted 
by tin; different parties. The odium attached to him, suSasiJ^’. 
it thus appears,..had been chiefly reflected from tin; 
foreign aid by which his cause was upheld. *M all 
parties united in this Sentiment, the-.shall evidently 
deemed. it expedient to dissemble whatever attachment 
he might -feel for the British ; nov is them wanting 
ground to suspect,.' that he joined with, apparent, cor
diality in • schemes for their entire expulsion. One 
of the two factions into 'which the. country vvaa rent 
obtained, it is said, his consent to place himself at. the 
head of a force levied for that purpose. On this destina
tion he left tins Bala Hissar j but the hostile pony of the 
Baurikzebee s'a"4ars,strouglyattachc«l toHost Mohammed 
and .A kbar, defortniued to seize sofovo arable- aft' opportu
nity tor gratifying their enmity. They placed in ambush ki» 
a body of skilful m usketeers, who, when they .saw the 
monarch coming to the spot, sprung forth, and discharged 
against him a shower of balls. Two of them took effect 
in a vital part, when he foil down and expired almost im
mediately. Several of.-his attendants were also slain ; 
his crown and jewels were seised j and he left his family 
in as distracted a state .as his kingdom. We have seen 
his son Suiterdung raising all the western tribes against; 
the British power; while-another,.h'utleh Jung, was 
understood to bp animated by ipiite opposite sentiments.
The latter,- being on the spot, obtained possession of the 
Bala Hissar, and assumed the reins of sovereignty.
A.kbar, however, who had been absent, during those trails- influence >r 
actions, find whose po wer was seemingly-mueh reduced, XkUw' 
now hastened to Cabal; a,id by his. talents, influence, and 
address, regained the complete mastery of that capi
tal, He then turned Ids arms against the Bala Hussar; 
ind having effected-a breach, compellf d it. to surrender.
Yet he did not proceed to extremities against But teh 
Jung, but acknowledged him as shah, upon the under
standing that he. himself, under the -title of vizier, 
should exercise the whole -authority.' The. prince at
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Ctiaf. xvi. first consented'; bu t'no t brooking this mere shadow 
\ D ~sj ! royalty, and being in fact treated as a kind of state*

. ........ " prisoner, he made his escape,- and presented himself in
, ruttsh .rungr. the camp of General Pollock, whom he urged to advance 

upon the capital. A lta r  was thus left undisputed master 
of the Country, and the only enemy with whom that 
commander had now to contend,

<Sh»TMp* of The Bri tish counsels, at this era, underwent ah imp'or- 
at,|iome.''iUf taut.change ; for in .September 1841,'Sir Robert Pee!

and his'-friends'came into power* in no degree pledged 
to -the Indian'■ policy of tJieir predecessors. They do not 
appear-torhave intended to recall Loro Auckland; but 
that nobleman, feeling himself in a -delicate situation, 
and the usual term of his office being nearly expired, so-, 

hertaiiattott licited' peraission to resign. This was granted ; and, 
a "kime atnid very opposite- opinions -as to the Afghan policy, 

his departure elicited a high tribute of regret and re
spect, on account of His strict attention 'to. the duties of 
•his offiefe, generous patronogo of merit, and zwil- for 
the, promotion of every object tending, to-the -prosperity 
of the-great country over which he had presided. In 

Appointment Ms room, the ministry appointed Lord EUenborough, 
who had -bestowed particular attention on -the affairs 
of India, and had,- in 'consequence, been placed at the 
betid of tlie Board of Control. To th is nomination the blast 
India. Company gave their cordial concurrence, His lord* 
ship having set out.on the 8th -November, arrived at- Cal* 
cutta on the 28th February following; and-after remain
ing there some weeks, h'e - proceeded to Allahabad, .and 
afterwards -to -Simhij the .military headquarters in the 

Chanjre as west, l ie  evidently cam e-at once -to the conclusion,
t to;}.- that no atterdptought to be made to perpetuate the- occu

pation of Afghanistan* or to control the people as to- the 
choice of their government aod ruler. After a corres
pondence, however, with General Pollock,' it  was -finally 
settled i hat. this commander from Jdklalwul, and Nbfct 
from. Candabite, should - march' upon Cohnl, display-the 
superiority of the British- -arms in open -warfare,. expel 

"  Mohammed Akbar, compel the restoration of the pri
soners, and level -with the ground-all the strong for-
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ttwsea by which the country .could be defended in case chat*, x u  
a future expedition should become- necessary.  ̂ a. j>. 13-13.

Bollock bavlngyin the manner above - m ated, forced Ju(l(,Hffii of
the bsp-piers opposed by tho fi-hyber Pass, arrived fhfe urniiea.

, 3i  the 16th  April at Jeliulabad, -where' the two victorious 
unities.- united, and hailed each other with- .ioitd and 
entevskistic ch-em, Surly in May they were reinforced 
by A brigade, under Colonel Bolton, who was met on the 
way by Colonel Monteath. Captain Mackegifcie, one ,of 
the prisoners, arrived from Akbor, followed soon, after- -h<s»th t>< 
wards.by the dead body of General Iilphinatone, who had ■ Eipliinstdna 
fallen a Victim to .disease and anxiety. He bore also pro
posals from the Afghan ruler, nrderstood -to relate to the 
ransom -Of the captive® and'the release of .Dost .Mona ai
med lrnt he .returned without being able to conclude any 
O'.-.reelin''.!.'t. On-ts.ie Jt0tit July, Captain Iroup, ruth m-t. ill's- 
sevoral.Tiativ0 chiefs, brought fresh -proposals, end having 
returned to Cabul, came b:,.ck on the 3d August; but all- 
these ftegotiatuvus proved fruitless*- 1‘hn tnglish leftdov 
M i  proposed a gehstd exchange- - of pris oners, wbfoh 
would hove loci tided .Dost Mohammed, father to A.Ubar} 
but- farther demands wer^ made % the latter, him 
army, meantime, Were somewhat straitened for pro- soiMw'iai 
\ ilkhis ; the heat became- intense ; and dysentery with tlV-jl/" 
other diseases began tojbe prevalent. .Bands of the cueiny 
again hovered aroundj and rendered if- impracticable to 
stir hoyohd cover of the fortifications, without the danger 
of being speared ; the camels and other beasts of burden 
perished in great numbers, without- the possibility of sup
plying their place, 30 that the means of con v eyance beeamo 
deficient. The army wore depressed by seeing the sum
mer months pass in a state of inaction, and without any 
prospect of avenging the injuries sustained by their 
countrymen.

Detachments were however sent Out to keep open ~ie 'a^ f ^ ,naJ 
passages, to overawe as well as punish.refractory chiefs ; wfmctory 
and on these occasions, fire most turbulent generally re
treated without hazarding u combat. Some of the booty 
taken from the Cabul army being discovered in tho v iUage 
..of AH B&glntti, the troops plundered and set the place <a»
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chap. \ n  fire, without any au thority' from their oftieeia, by whom 
T :’■% this conduct was utfich disapproved,. On the 20th 3 uue, 

twenty*’fi.vo forts o f the ■ (iooi ai "tribes, a desperate ’ vaco of 
Ci'W '.i-'V v freebooters, wore found deserted, and a considerable sup- 
(TOfirtO. nty of provisions procured. TUo Shiuwarees, another 

■fiercer band, who boasted that no Conqueror had ever en-' 
feral their- ■valley, refused tribute, and -seized all oppor
tunities of giving1: airuoyance. Gn the 24th July, they 
attacked' a detach met t, and drove it. with loss back into 
the eajup; upon which Brigadier Sfonteath, commanding 

Aihc’fe m in this station, resolved to give them a serious lesson. On 
•tteShrwto- |}i3 26th, leaving'the'baggage in camp, he pushed for- ' 

ward .with his light troops into'this supposed inaccess
ible valley . Op. his approach, a long range of forts were 
abandoned, and, to the number of thirty-five, were set 
on fire, filling the whole atmosphere with, flame and 

Driven fro;'-' smoke. Adi the men Feta&ted to the castle of..-.their 
Serurcar '°f principal, chief, Bectimier Khan, seated on a high moun- 
Kfcan. tain. Major Skinner, with the ad vance, obliged- them 

to '-evacuate it, and drove them from successive posts 
iu its vicinity. The British troops were then ordered to 
withdraw, -when the enemy, who remained' unbroken,. 
fallowed them to the camp," 'but without being able to 
gain any advantage. Our loss .was three .killed and 
twenty-three wounded. They; Vvern supposed to have 
stiileiyd severely, i-md theit chief immediately afterwards 
intimated his willingness to pay the. revetmo,

Renewal General Pollock remained at. Jellaluhacl till nearly the 
nl end of August, apparently with the view of maturing his 

I’oiiodc. plans, and concerting with 'General Nott a joint move
ment on the capital. On the 20th, he left these quarters, 
and on the 28d reached Gundamuk: the enemy occupy
ing the village and fort of Mammoo Khali, only tv o 
miles''distant, -with a strong 'body. To dislodge them, 
he marched on the 24th, an 1 found them stationed in an 
orchard with some enclosures, having their front covered 
by field-works of loose stones. From these positions 
they were driven into the village, where they made a 
show of resistance ; but on the British coming up, they 
abandoned it, feti fed into the fort, and barricaded tire gates.
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The assailants, by mounting on each.other’s shoulders, chap, xvt 
entered-' a shattered bastion eight feet h igh, when they saw ; p7784s, 
the defenders going over the walls on toe other side, bob ^
.were unable from fatigue to .pursue. Tile light wing, ^ciU  
miller General';M‘Caskill, advanced upon Knokiii Khail, 
another hamlet two miles distant, held also by hostile 
troops, who then abandoned it, bat tool: post upon the 
adjacent peaks of tho great rungo called Soofuid Koh.
From several of -these they were dislodged, but .from 
others maintained a heavy fire with the long muskets 
called jexails, which obliged our men (o retire from some 
of the. points they huh gained. (foneral Pollock, not 
Considering it an object to push-farther, burned the.re
moter .village, while in the nearer one he established his 
camp, lest the enemy should .boast of having driven, lum 
thence. Hie loss amounted to seven killed and forty-nine 
wounded. The success had not bcci quite complete; yet.it 
was suffi dent, to seen r<> the British hank,and d e ter thebar- 
bin Ians from any further a ttempts to molest his position.

The general spent about a fortnight in this .place eoi- ^ ‘wement
looting his troops, and making arrangements for their far- "pwi.‘,u>
flier advance. On the 6th September, tic began his final 
movement upon Cabul.; ncjft day reached Soorkab ; and 
on the morning of the 8th, approached the terrible pass 
of iTngduluk* Here the enemy,, .nearly -5000 strong, Fas» <if:; 
under the standards oWideront chiefs, had crowned the JuK',u'n6' 
amphitheatre of lulla on the left of the . road, whence 
they were separated by a deep ravine. They opened a 
formidable fim on tho advancing column, when Captain 
Nugent, a highly promising young officer., was wounded, 
and died almost immediately. Our guns were well 
served, and '.hells burst among them with powerful 
effect, yet not so much ph to shake their determination 
or slacken their fire. I t  was found that the heights .■must scaiinif *>f 
be scaled; ror which purpose, Captain BroodJhot was di- tI,y lK;igllU 
reefed to mov e on the extreme left, while Colonel Taylor, 
with, tho light infantry, should crass the ravine and attack 
the opposite hills, the key of the position, and where the 
principal chiefs.were assembled. This force, in rushing 
up’the steep, raised an animated and enthusiastic cheer.



° {,AP ' 'V! ,orr hearing which, 'lie enemy, struck: with panic* Set! 
a:, Ik 1842, down, the apposite-declivities,/. Caphui*. Leek wood. with. 

Panjc ,11{! dragoons, nearly reached their ui airy, who, how* 
fl-igiltoptiie over, .saved themselves "by; flight; Captain Brurdfoot- 
enemy. tfso completely ̂ succeeded -oh 'the left-;- but the fugi

tives from bath poults allied on the fop of a very lofty 
mountain, .where chey p halted their yiandards, .md seem
ed to consider tt. ea,./.elves oiiappriaAsable, To dispel, 
t his idem Captains tVi Ikmvm and lireadfoot mouiu&d in 
'.’oli.Tonay covered by the guns of Captains Abbott and 
.ftaelhoi As soon as tip? .Afghans saw them ap
proach, ‘ sy .hastily took ip. flighty, abandoning this; last 
st«>Tighf;;y, and ca.rryn.irg off. their standards. They 
ju ’ude Hie most powerful of. the hostile ir;ibes~-tho® 
mmmg whom the insurrection had attefo-^and who were 
leu by imrnmms -chiefs, But neither Akhar Khan nor 
any' other, of the 5.mf rank was present. Our loss amen ne
ed to six killed and fifty-eight wounded, among which 
last was General Side.

!lt J[,(>Ilock 1!0W Proceeded, with, the utmost' diligence, am] 
on the H th  arrived at Tesseon, wiidi'e, "finding the men 
;lnd cattle much fatigued, he allowed thorn to repose on 
the 12th, before entering into the still mom - formidable 
P**f»  # i(*  %  before h i m ,  ’Hie,barbarians, im - 
puftng fiij’j pause to timidity, conmvencod an attack 
upon, the outposts On the left, ,fi?bieh 'if. was- necessary 
ta send Colonel. Taylor with 240 men to repel. Tim 

n«sn«#«t eneroy then retired to the crests of 'the  neighbouritur 
mo^ntposti biih* whence thpy kept op-an obstinate fire ; but tins 

colonel, having- itnode a circuit nnpemeked,- took them 
/  in I'kink, and drove.them down with severe loss. Soon 

after, however, they came fittddenly upon a. phket on 
tlic British right, under Lieutenant Montgomery, which- 
was.driven in, with the loss of four killed and seven- 
teen' wounded; before o -'mioforeement could arrive to 
saivogtuen the post. They continued similar attempts 
through the night, but found every point completely 
guarded, Major Skinner, who had been detached with 
a party in-the evening, succeeded in, dislodging-a body 

- of the enemy- from the heights hi front of the camp.



On the morning of the 13th, the army Centered the c h a p , xv t  
paas of .Tezetsi, ami found mastered there the whole A>
Cabal force, estimated at 10,000 men, under the per
sonal command of Alt bar, Aineenoolah, and other great ft*,™, 
chiefs attached to. his cause. They had most carefully 
improved the naturally great streugih .df the position, 
and manifested a determination to defend it to the last 
extremity. When therefore the British troops ascended 
the heights, they found them, cont. t •. to custom, ad vanc- 
ing to the contest, which was maintained with despera- Obstinate 
ti.on, and in many instances decided: only %  the bayonet, f̂ e 
i t  was peculiarly obstinate before they were dislodged 
from the numerous, positions on the lofty eminence of 
tlio fluff, KothuL The resistance was 'indeed protracted 
during a great part of the day ; hut at length British 
valour overcame every -obstacle, and our troops, with 
three cheers, established themselves on this mighty 
summit. The enemy then fled in every direction, losing night of 
their guns and three. standards. A strong body hadthc wcmj'- 
attacked the rear-guard, with the view .of hemming in 
the army on bot h sides, or at least of capturing the bag
gage ; but they were gallantly repulsed by Colonel 
Richmond, who commanded in' that quarter.

The general now marched bn.-to Koord Cabul, The ot 
dreadful pass of that name 'still Jay before him, and 11' ( al"!" 
troops were sent to crown its heights; hut the enemy, 
dismayed'.and .disorganized'by their recent overthrow, 
had made no attempt to secure them. On' the 14th, he 
arrived' at. Bootkh&k, and next day encamped on. the . 
race-ground at Cuhul. On tile miming of the 16th, *WjWfc 
with his staff and a detachment, he entered the Bala vi,lT)K.;i ,;n 
Misaar, of; whose siiinmit, amid the anthem of 6i God BainHissur. 
save the Queen,” the British colours were hoisted.
Futteh Jung was allowed to accompany them, and 
placed himself on the throne, but without any co-opera
tion or guarantee on our part. The, strictest orders 
were- issued to the officers and troops not to injure in any 
shape the city or its inhabitants, nor even to enter it 
without express pervoission.

Meantime, as early as the beginning of June, General
■.,.. *% s
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f'fiAP, >:vr. Mott, had bfceit making preparations to evacua!/' Candaluv?, 
a . :o7 ims. after dismantling its fortified positions* Colonel Wymer,
. who had marched upon; Kelat-i-Ghilzie, -dfcmollsb'ed

< tV. tLu«’ ik  stronghold^ and. withdrew the garrison. A ■similar 
tw iK  was followed in respect to G-hirisfc, long held by 
Bulwunt 'Sing, a atfudy adherent of Khgla'...L Ail the 
■Stores in the-' capital which could .not he '-carried off were 
destroyed ; and oh the 10th August, the ..ity being eva
cuated, the army divided itself into two' portions;. One 
under Genera], England,' composed of the troops recently 
arrived front Bombay', and removing with, thorn all tire 
heavy baggagei commenced their return by Quetta and 
Dadiur to'the-,-Lower Indus.- On the Kith, lie reached 

Kojok rass. the entrance of the Kajuk Pass, where1 he had been 
informed that the 'Afghans were preparing to make a 
most desperate effort to intercept his artillery and sup- 
'’plida, including nearly 10,000 beasts of -burden. He 
saw, however,-that the h%h»st- mountain pinnacles Were 

odneijm not yet occupied, and though the troops-were - -ih%i!ifckl 
by a night march -of twenty-four miles, he lout no time 
it; sending a light.-detachment to take possession of-the 
most important'- ridge, and the peaks commanding tl»c 
principal passes. This proved a most judicious precau
tion ; fi'f, ne t t  morning, the onoiny began 10 appear in 
small bodies, their numbers conih.ually increased,-.and 
repeated attacks were made, but rendered* fruitless by 
the want, of any commanding' position. The loss sus
tained • was only two killed and eight wounded. The 

;n»e Boiai army then maudwHn two columns by Quetta to Dadiir, 
which it reached on the 0th October. In traversing 
the Bolau Pass,-tin* heat was extremely severe, and some 
slight annoyance was experienced -from-' the nati ves.

KncattRtiHsnt On the 10th August, also, General 'Nott quitted Csn- 
'■Nott wito* ^a^aiV leaving-it to be -Occupied by Prince Salter Jung 
siiunishm). and his -adherents. On the-general- reaching Nauiiete,
Oten H.tjan. p0Werer, about' twenty miles--from Ghiznl, Shum- 

shoodeeu Khan, governor of that -capital, met- him • on the 
30th With 12,000- men. He -marched - out with' ouly a 
part of his force, when the enemy advanced boldly, open
ing a hot tire from smalhanns -and two -welL-sm'ed guns.
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$h, JVSisl- uohimns however,. steadily advanced, and chap, xvf, 
after a brisk font sl><M cant-est, completely dispersed them, A-X>/78jW 

' Their guns, tent*, und ammunition fell into -oar -bauds, 
and the fi A'knejis alone saved tl mm from 1 f-'*ig entirely , 1 
cut tip, their commander ’by in« v Itli a train of no more 
than thirty horsemen, Our lot iiowjuvor, amounted to 
thirty-eight .killed am:! sixtymix wounded,

On the morning of the' 6th, the general arrived at ,\vd™ut 
Oiiizni, which he found defended by strong bpilk'S of 
troop*, iviuforced by Sultan -fan, one of the loading 
actors in the .scene oi assassination. T hey had occupied 
n it only gardeim and ravines in front of the wad.-, but 
h lony; range of mountains stretching to the north-east.
Tire first object being.to reconnoitre the place, and the 
party thus-employed being briskly attack'd, it was.ne
cessary ..to send additional companies to their' support.
I f  -was judged requisite to begin by driving the- Af* 
ghans ftor.it th e . heights, n’h ’ d' the troops effected in ‘ ' l” 
gallant style, carrying successively every point. The 
village of Btiilal wass then -chosen as -a convenient site 
for erecting a battery; and before - daybreak on the -6th, 
one of four eighteen pounders:was constructed and. ad
vanced towards the wall.s. ft was then,' however,. disc- SjtaMnf 
covered that the enemy, jiad evacuated the place 5 'and d')̂ $jg*w. 
arrangements were immediately-wade for the demolition 
of this celebrated- citadel, as far as could he effected in 
two days. The loss in those operations consisted of three 
killed and forty-thxec woimdud.

General JN’otfc now marched directly .northward upon M.-m-h on- 
Cabal; but in approaching My dan, he again encoTmtere-d 
Bliarashopdcerv and Sultan Jan, with a fovee us large ns 
before, occupying a . range of strong mountain.-posts.
The Mth and. IMh Septetaber were, spent in driving 
them successively from these eminences? vvhich was done 
with the usual .success, though.,.not,without a hard resist- 
aiiw.*, costing a loss of four killed and nfty-mne wounded.
Tee army- then proceeded to join General Pollock at 
Cahuh ,

An auspicious result now followed the, triumph-of.the 
liritisli arms. As soon'as Ak bar saw his viotediou* enemy
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cwap.'.xvx. advancing, he despatched' the pny-oiiers «.n<ier a stivng 
a p Vet? - guard to KbdolJooiu in Turkestan, where they were 

either to be thrown into dungeons or given.ds slaves to 
°f -the principal chiefs. In this fearful predieainekt, they 

of course looked round for all means of deliverance.
The escort was commanded-by Salih Mohammed. who 
had deserted from the British cause, and bright therifore 

XoKfltliHijns not he incorruptible. A. tender was . repeatedly made to 
mtiKoiri'1' h im of a las of rupees (£10,000), on condition of enabling

them to reach the 'English cainp. He evaded these pro- 
^  positions, evidently doubtful which aide would gain the

ascendency. On their arrival at JEfetibeean,- -however, he 
came and announced that orders 'had been- received for 
their immediate departure for KhodllooJtn-j but that 
•General Pollock had intimated through another channel- 
a readiness to bestow £2000 and a monthly pension of 
£‘100, in case of his effecting their deliverance. This 
he en gaged to do, provided they should enter .into a bowl 
guaranteeing'the offer just made. -Four office rs signed 

Terf» the obligation, the other prisoners engaging to pay-such 
by'a&ih sums as might hereafter be demanded from them for 
Mohammed, folffflj&g it. Salih then dismissed the escort; and changed 

the governor of the fort for one on whom he could rely. 
Breading lest the Afghan array, - even in its retreat, 
should take this direction, they mage indefatigable.efforts 
to put the .stronghold in a state of defence. However, 
on learning the victory at Tezeen, and anticipating 
the entry of the British forces into Cabal, they con
ceived it possible to effect their deliverance by their own 
efforts, trusting to co-operation from tin t quarter. In 

Kssrae. £ fact, General Pollock, immediately on arrh tng there, had 
xin,pu«»mm arrangements for the departure of 700 Kugfzilbash 

horse, accompanied by Sir Biehmond Shakespeare, to 
whom lie advanced 10,000 rupees ; and soon after Gen- 
oral Sale followed, with a corps of 2000 men. TM 
prisoners departed from Baraecau on the 16th, and'next 
day crossed the Kuloo mountain-range, 1.1,000 feel high, 
being little inferior to Mo tint Blanc. After descending, 
they were filled with joy by meeting with Sir lUehmoud 
and the Kuzziibaehes, and on the 19fch with General Side!
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'Ym  meeting of that officer wtth-d is heroic lady and chap. xv j. 
daughter may be more candy conceived than <1- -sci'i! i l. A TJ>

..•His mission proved by no means superfluous, as Saltan 
Jairwas -in ivill piMrsuit, and would perhaps have been tip wftiieimi-- 
in twenty-four Hours. They firmed in eft) np on the even- 
ing of the 21st, when their arrival was celebrated by a ' 
royal salute and the most heartfelt rejoicings. They 
snelwfod General Shelton, Colonel Palmpr, Majors' Pot™ 
finger. Mid Griffiths, twelve captain^* three ■ Burgeons,

.nine lieutenants, •three ensigns, twenty eight twn-eoifi- 
iniscdboed -officers- and soldiers. The {females' were Ladies 
Mftcn%h.kn. and. Sale, besides the wives of. five officers 
and of.. .three privates, There • remained only .Ca-ptehs 
Bvgr&ve, who had been detained by Akbar ; but ti% too, 
arrived on the 27th, with a despatchfrom that -cine?.

H  o Afghans, after so many disaster;!, retreated into Rvtrm w _ 
the mountain - territory' of Kohistan,, immediately north to K-'iu&ta;'" 
of Calm!, whew they hoped'to find a present -refuge and 
n point .whence they might return upon •tbexlty. Ckm- 
,« il Pollock, however, determined to. dislodge-them, and 
•if he co u ld  not capture,-at least, drive them to-a distance.
The grand rallying point,-; to which most of ike chief? had 
conveyed their -property, and their wives, was latalif.
This- town, with .15,0.00 inhabitants, consists of clusters 
, i house* and forts built on the slope of .a mountain, 
having in its rear still loftier' eminences,- that shut, in a 
defik'.leadingte Turkestan. It could be approached only 
ncitOrU' raugeeof hi 11s sepamtid by dark ravines;,and covered 
with gardens, vineyards,, and orchards, enclosed- by strong 
walls; a lith eh c ig fe  feeing occupied by the Jezaikhe^t 
those formidable sharpshooters. After care tel c-varain- €*»»•»' 
atjou-, it waadetmamed to make the attack on the, right, attacks 
though the-.quarter naturally fit-rongtsh; but from this 
very "cause, the enemy had been induced to place on the 
left their guns arid the xi wfc efficient of. their force.
'fhe tioops, formed into,two columns, under Brigadiers 
Tuifoeh and Stacy, advanced: in the face of ft heavy five at
from tin* gardens, and then-united in a joint- attack on !im a Jj 
the vilLig'c Isnuilah, eotuidered the key of the position; 
which they stormed with-distinguished gdhm try, F re--
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0HA5 xvl ing on, and leaving the enemy not a moment to rstily, 
4 they earned success'vt ly nil the. enclosure?,-forts, heights*

suburbs, and finally the town The singulars spectacle 
»!w fovi was then presented of the women anti children hastening
o'-l-ivu UP t'P° ttouiiMn side1 to effect their escape, which no

attempt vva.| made to intercept. As armed. bodies, how
ever, wore seen rallying on some very lofty heights, 
gnus were conveyed uphy some narrow paths, and soon 
caused their dispersion. The British Toss, was six'-killed 
and forty-five wounded,considered very small; .in carry
ing so strong a position. The place wm; found; .filled 
with property conveyed thither for security., jibu in great 
part taken from our army in XB41. After removing every' 
thing that could'be useful, arrangements were made for 
the -entire demolition of fcha fortress.- 

TC'.'aauitlon No further operations' Were undertaken against .the 
o' ®« enemy. iVhfear and other chiefs, on. wbom.it might have 
upon, been. desirable to let fall our resentment,.hod lied beyond 

the frontier, and sought refuge in Turkestan. The 
speedy approach of Winter'gave warning to lose no time 
in executing the resolution of evacuating a country 
which had been the scene, of m much glory and- '.dis
aster. .Futteh tlrmg, as already mentioned, had seated 
himself ou1 the throne, but without British sumiiion. 
It • proved that - the • KuzaUkaslie^ and other Msuilly 
chi ids, chose rathef tiia'j; it should ho occupied by Shah 
■f*oora» jW® yuungor brother, a omre lad, hopfagjgjfc-fi 

throne. pro liable, to govern in his name, and taking advantage .of
the respect with which his. family were still regarded.

. General Pollock, who bud resol ved to refrain from dic
tating o4 tins subject, not only acquiesced, hut- left un- 
iiijured the Bala Hiskuv w-lh .'Vetore of artillery for rt-s 
defence, -The &h!t;r brother accompanied oar unity to 
India, It ivas, however, considered' iridhpensahle that, 
before departing, a severe lesson should be .given to the 

wT/ifw-!'-r’ A^hanis as to the towards .-which must always aiteurl 
haziiiv, " " a-war. with Britain. The great bazaar, erected under

Aurengyebe, by the celebrated architect All- Murdim 
Khan, was esteemed the most .spacious edifice, and the 
chief seat of trade hi Central Asia. It was 600 feet long,
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ami route&etl 2000 shops; and here had been exposed cviap. r, 
to public insult tlm remains of thy late envoy. H was A_fo 
therefore determined to reduce-it to ashes i and Colom 1 
Richmond, with a party of .sappersand millers, and a 
detachment of troops, were employ sd two days .in eonr- 
pie ting1 its destruction.

The array marched on.the 12th October in three divi- * -  
sibnsfo enmmantled respect'V(*ly ,by tfoueral ■ Pollock,
M'Gaifdil, and Nbtt. General Sale, with a light corps,
Went in advance-to clear the right Hank, arm crown tire 
heights of tWKooid Gahul Pass. Through these good 
rtTrangeiccnts General- Pollock's division arrived at iog- 
dolnk on the 10*th, without any serious attempt to molest 
if, Thosecbtrh-midev-Gcneral M‘Gaskill, snitbred some 
imnnvin’cc and loss. General Noti’s rear was nutyh 1’'" Attacksby 
tiirded by the,exhaustion of thebaggage-cattle,of which «»eGMi*ic? 
•'ndVftntago' was taken by large hordes of Ghilnies to make 
several brisk attack®; They were gallantly R aised, 
yet with-a lof-v- on'oin side of twelve killed ana forty-nine 
Wona'detl. From Jugduluk, thy divisions, for' tire con- - 
■ verb once; of march, proceeded sepa-r ately, -each at a day s 
interval, On tin 22d, 23d, ami 2dth, they successively 
arrived at Jolluiabad. '-Three .days were employed 
destroying the -military works of that, celebrated, for-0 
tress. On the 27th, the first division left it. followed 
on the £bt; by the others. They proceeded >vifb all e t- 
pefjjfion through the pulses, and though constantly,har
assed' by the Ivh* bort-e*, sustained no serious loss < xeept 
on the 3d November, when General MT s-kill’s division 
was- attacked with great fury, and a contest ensued, 
lit which two officers and a considerable number ot r  ivau 
men foil. Two guns were taken, but recovered next day. J S  ’ ' *
On the tilh, the last, under Gonei|l Nolt, emerged 
from the pass at dutiu-ood, and tin- whom wore soon 
■united in the vfoiiiity of Peshawur. On the 10th, thoy 
marched in four brigades ; on the If th , crossed the In
dus at Attock, and, proceeding through the i. jjijuub, on 
the 18th, passed the Sut ledge to Feinzepo.m, where the 
governor and eomniander-m-ebwf joyfully, received 
them. On the 25th October, Lord EUenboronglx hod
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c h a p . -X\i,' announced ifi a proclamation, that with a view to ter. 
a, a 1843, hiinate as early as possible 'all the- evils arising oat of th e 

> wnr, the several Afghans r.ow in tire power of. the Bri- 
Mgian* mt fish govorninont would he set at liberty, l'n this mini- 
■auu>w-.y. her^' Dost Moharnrneci, his wives and family, and also 

those of Akhar Khan, were Inr luded,
'fiesuJt oi'ttm Such was the termination of this long contest diveiai- 
cnitest. ge£j s0 !;)iany events 8fc. one? gl6rioa8.-and-4rag!cal. I t  

was doubtless a subject of rattier painful reflectionthat the 
only resul t should be, the restoration of all things to their 
previous - state, and the renunciation of every" object 
for which the war had been undertaken. Yet few, wo 
think, will deny, that the resolution thus to close It, as 
announced by Lord Ellcnbovough, was .highly .judi
cious, Tbs -expedition had as formerly shown, - been 

>ristrtM»» projected by Lord Auckland, under the belief, that 
AaSumd0rt) the deposed-monarch would ha - welcomed, by his fox-me t 

subjects, and that the secure possession of the - throne th 
lus hands would form a hairier,to-our Indian possessions.
I t  has■ indeed -appeared, that the. people were no;, without, 
souse attachment to the ancient family, but ite soon as 
it was proved that.he cofsld dpt be maintained In power 
except by a British force, all hope of holding this proud, 
brave, and turbul nt peopU in willing subjection -necee- 

wt«aw of earily vanished. We might,' indeed, by good manage- 
,Bent» har:e held a number of fortified positions in  a be- 

' " sieged- s ta te ,hut.con.Id never have-possessed tins ch irp y  .
I t  must have been what Spain wao to .Napoleon, and 
what Algiers, now is to Franco, a source of weakness, 
inasmuch as it would have proved a continual drain both 
of men oik! treasure.

■r u ( , $ , ¥ . ’ 1 ffl/w if ’ ; . ■■■y ■
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C H A F O T  XVII.

The War in Bkule and OwaUov.

Rcjoiebtga on tho toriuination of tlie Afghan-War-—Desire for the  
consolidation of Mio Wiltish possessions in liidin.—lViSfurbtwiees 
in Sinde—Hostile muiii(test:ition3 of flui Atneots—Sir Charles 
Napier .assumes tlie command in PiiKle—Ehitliless. proceedmgs of 
the Ameers---Attack on the HiTtisli RasWont- ll-it.tle of Hyciorn- 
batl—Defeat- of the Sindian and Bidnoclit'e Forces — Im portant 
effect* of the Victory—IHFlf; of Dubbn — Htrobg position of." the.
Enemy— Decisive V ictory- Insakubnty of the Climate—nU ttirb- 
auces on the Northern Frontiers— -.Disordered state of A fghan- 
K‘an- Revolution1* m the Pimjanh—Army Of Observation on th e
Autied jf e-_piqtntb-Wices at <3 wiliori-Battles of Maharajpoor and
JWinniar—Deetai** fotfoeta of these Victorias— Hceull «f Dord 
SiUenboroHgli—-jiortl'- -iWdHifte appointed Governor-general-*
•Change of rolley— OotiUmjed .l.Hsturtiuncea in the Funjaub-—
'Discussions which tjjey gave- rise to.

Tjie year 1842 closest both .in India and' at homo, with cn.VP.SVH.
gratulations andrejoicings for the successful termination iVa ,^42,
of Eastern warfare. A succession Vd disasters bad ?11«'ded niwtw> ■
the -JWtish arms, such as had «carcy}%« before been patched Aijjhanisun.
in its history. Dishonour. defeat and flight, bad disgraced
the British standards, beyond the- Indus, and already
boding prophets, both in England and on the Continent,
were anticipating the overthrow of our whole Indian
empire. Events tho most tragical and < isastrons bad, how- Final suets**.
ever, been followed by triumphs no loss glorious, and the
temporary humilifttion of British arms had only helped
more thoroughly to show their superiority, in the long
nir, against any power that Asia can muster against
them. All parties, however, were tl .oroti'ghly convinced
of the necessity imposed upon .England, to accept oi the
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chat- xvit grant natural barrier. which cjxe Indus' 'appears to offer 
A. HT3i:;, as 1 he north-western bpiuidary of liov Eastern j>assm-

siom,; and the - 'establishment of peace own firm anil ■
lasting basts' was-confidently anticipated as the result of 
tins definite line of policy. There vernal tied,, however, 
another enemy still bent on hostility.-.. 

f!uv'!ai!' ,,f The kingdom, of Sindi* which occupies both banks of the 
Great Delta ol the J mins, immediately to the south of Af
ghanistan, altogether differs in climateand naturalfeatures 
from that rugged hdl comttty which the British arms had. 
bo recently conquered, only to return into lira bauds wt ■ 
its turbulent native oosscwidrs, i t  was at the, very ..close 
of i 84:2, that Lord EUtnhorough completed. the .arrange
ments for the renunciation of Afghanistan, and. restored 
to liberty the.last of the Afghans still remaining in his 

?S!tk>*1U'f~ ,vm”C1' Almost immediately thereafter, his attention 
tiirV-'i’ie-i- was directed to various acts of the Ameers of Sink in. 
offyaia. contravention of lhair rusting’ engtwpm ntr, as well as 

to decided manitestations of hostile intention.1- .Luring 
the temporary,disasters in Afghanistan which threatened 
to destroy the prestige .acquired by British valour in 
India, the Ameers. bad displayed an evident desire to 
avail themselves .of the first favourable opportunity for 
setting at naught-all existing treaties,.and thereby almost 
as effectually favoured the Afghanis tans as if they had 
raised an vnny to co-operate with them agak;A....the 
British, Decided symptoms of hostile intentions fffcune 

si-ucof tii'i speedily apparent. Early in' August a, letter describes 
ranvomim.,; ;.}te .surrounding tribes as l.ttle better than in a Mate of 

insurrection. Chiefs. wore -moving about with armed 
' bv-oda, endeavouring to enlist followers, and availing 
themselves of every opportunity to plunder. In the 
Bombay Dazettelar of 9th. September, it is remarked •

With regard to tlio Ameers p£ -Surde, we think chore 
will be ample- grounds for sending, -them :to Botiares,”
The movements of British troops speedily afforded indi
cation that the governor-genera! was tv solved to adopt 
summary measures for suppressing any hok'ite -move**

■ :l ■ A-;W 0
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merits on 1 lie part of fbe SintleaiK. Tho force under iuup.Xni 
General England, amounting to about 3600, was' ordered a, a  im  
to move froin Oaiidafiar, towards Shade, and other bodies 
of troops Soon followed - them, increasing their number to 
above 5000 men,
■ general' England’s forces cspe> tended little iw-rrup- ûfrmji 
tion in their piwcesp towards Sinde, tis.ceptmg 
which avoso from' the 'excessive Vert. The temperature 
in the Solan Pass 'is described as almost unbearable.
Eight .men died in the coarse of two days- from its effedd.
The last portion of General England’s- forces left Qaattali 
on tho first-of October, ami predeeded Without iriterr ac
tion for the -first two marches Into the BOaii Pass, But 
as flu. threaded a difficult portion of the defile on the 
3d an attack waSJ made on t ho column, and 'skirmishing 
kept up for some hours,. during which the rear-guard 
suffered consideishly.

On the 4:i< of October, Sir Charles Napier arrived'-at str ct-jiri.
8u.;k >■,: • assumed the- command oflhc forces in Sinde. assumes tin)
On his way 'he had ibft- with "the 'Ameers t,OTd Ellen- 
borough’s ultimatum, arid & iVw fi, g after' Major Ontram Sintfe. 
was' commissioned to' demand an equally definite reply.
It was then confidently anticipated that when they 
learned the complete success of the British arms in the 
North, there would be little difficulty in negotiating with 
thetuj Fn this, however, the governor-general-''was dis- 
vnpomteu. Negotiations were indeed carried on for above 
four months, with considerable hopes of a satisfactory 
termination; ami -new provisions, which- Lord-' Eller. - 
borough -deemed indispensable, in consequent-,- not otilv 
of their manifestation!! of: a hostile disposition, but of 
various acts in direct contravention of existing -engage
ments,. vecsiyed the assp Of the Ameers of guide. Tim 11 
usual difficulties, however, wire experienced in dealing u.;g.iiatim? 
with, -native • powers. I t was obvious, notwithstanding Jvmwa 
their adoption of the prescribed' terms, that no reliance 
could-be placed on- -their good faith. Of this abundant 
evidence was speedily afforded. The new treaty which
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ciiAP.xvii. .had been proposed and agreed to,'-received ttye signature 
A. ft" 18+3. of the Ameers on the 14th of February 1843, and on the 

very day thereafter, they made a sudden' attach, at tlie 
head of a large force, on the residence of Major Oa-tram, 
the British commissioner. Unexpectedly sudden and 
undisguised as this treaclieto&a assault was,- the commis
sioner had been warned to place-little faith in. their sih- 

As-,uit-i 'cerity, On leaving the durbar the previous day, where 
Out ram. the whole body of the Atneers had formally-affixed their 

seals to the treaty, -Major Ontram and his companions 
were exposed to great peril, and were ohlyrescued by the 
Ameers’ guards from a hired band-of-assassins, Bui; on 
the .following morning, the Major’s residence was attacked 

a  8000 troops, headed by .several of the Ameers
âWenfij; and- principal chiefs. The- small force under his coni- 

mand inamhiined their-post with the utmost: gallantry, 
and had it not been for the terror of the camp followers, 
who were.employed to remove the property on hoard a 
steamer that lay in the river, the assailants - would not 
have obtained possession of any portion of it, 

iRpatefc of Major Ontraca writes to Sir Charles .Napier, on the 
Oiiirnm. I S th :“ My .despatches of the last few days will have led 

you to expect that my earnest endeavour*, to effect an 
amicable arrangement with the Ameers of Blade would 
fad. and it'is with much regret I have now to report that 
their highnesses have commenced hostilities by. attacking 
my residence Ihis mopiing, which, after four hours^most 
gallant defence by my honorary escort, the ligh tcompany 
of Her Majesty’# -22d regiment, commanded by- Captain 
Conway, l was 'compelled to evacuate, in consequence'.of 
oiir aromiinition running short. At nine this morn
ing, a dense body-of cavalry and infantry took poet on 
three sides of the Agency compound^ (the fourth being' 
defended by the Planet steamer about 500 yards distant,) 
iu the gardens .and iionees which immediately commanded- 
the. enclosure,'and which it was impossible to hold with 
cur limited numbers.1 A hot. fire ■ was opened by the 
enemy, and continued incessantlyfor-fonie hours; but all
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their- attempts tp en ter the Agency, enclosure, altttbttgli CHAr.x-vn, 
merely surrounded Ivy-a wall, varying from four to five a. rT'i&w, 
feet high, were frustrated by Captain Conway’s able dis- 
tributi or o f  his small band, and, the admirable conduct defences or 
of every individual soldier composing it- under the gallant 
example of their commanding officer and his subalterns,
Lieutenant Harding and Ensign Pemiofather, Her Ma
jesty’s 2‘2d regiment, also Captains Green of the-21st 
regiment native, .iniauiry, ami Wells, of the 15th regi
ment., who volunteered their services, to each of whom 
was assigned the charge of a -separate q uarter, also to your 
aide-de-cam^ Captain Brown, .Bengal Engineers,, who 
canned my orders, to the steamer, aud assisted in working 
her- guns and directing, her flanldng fire. Our ammuni- Kiiimr of 
tion-being limited to forty rounds per man,- the officers umtiMU51bon. 
directed their. ..whole attention to reserving their fire, and f 
keeping their men--close under' cover, never showing 
themselves or returning-a shot, except when the enemy 
attempted to rush, or-showed themselves in. great num
bers, consequently .great'execution was done with trilling 
expenditure, of ammunition and with little loss.” Major 
Outran) had 'bold ,quv in the .hope of obtaining reinforce- JHssppototed 
men lx and a supply, of ammunition from the 
steamer, which was hourly expected.; but in this-he was 
disappointed, and they were at length compelled to 
evacuate the place, which they did, says Major Outran,
“•cov«&h1 by a few skirmishers, as deliberately as on 
parade.” , The con;nvissioner joined Sir Charles Napier at 
Halft, and 'immediately on learning--from him of the com
mencement of hostilities, he put the whole forces at his sjr 
command m motion, to oppose the united armies ot upper iu»wiu>jo 
and Lower Simla, which were already in the field. On 
the lftth 9u' Chafes reached Muttaree,' where he learnetl 
that the. Ameers bad taken up a.position at Meeanee, 
about twelve miles distant, at the head -of a forca of 
22,000 m er, while the numher then with him did hot 
amount to 3000. At eight o’clock on the following morn - 
big, hie. advanced guard came in sight of their camp at
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Cir-.p.xm Meeaiice, within sight, 'of the towers of Hyderabad, Tils 
a , iv3|& position 'occupied by the Sin cleans bad-been chosen: with 

great skill, ami their immense superiority in point of 
thc'sina«»m numbers allowed'- them tfv turn it- to the utmost advan- 
■i* Moe&iuu rag(,; jR0tli flanks were protected by thick woods, wlvich 

seemed caleuiotod to baffle any attempt to turn them, 
while the whom length of their front was effectually 
secured by the dry bed and steep banks of the .river 
FulfttfWyone of the - branches of the Indus. So soon as 
•the British forces came within range of the .enemy’s guns, 
a battery of fifteen pieces of artillery opened upon them 
with- deadly effect'. The whole artillery on the ■ side 'of 

britishi the -British consisted of twelve- small field-pieces, which 
i.rtiHary. gh- Charles posted on his' .right,• while some skivnushens 

and a body of native cavalry were'ordered to advance, In 
order- to make the enemy show his force. The main body 
than advanced from the right irt-echellon of bathdioiis, 
moving’ rapidly across the open plain , which was swept 

;(General by the .enemy’s cannon. The British fire of musketry 
e*IK'l,J8,Rcnt‘-opened at about .100 yards from the bank of the river, 

and in a few- -Minutes the ■ engagement became general 
along thy whole line. The Sindeatts, however, made 
good use of their well chosen position, -and h r above three 
hours the combatants struggled for -mastery along the 
banks of the. river, fighting with the most deadly fury 

fha lMoo- ipah to mao. The Belaochees, who formed an important 
i-heesi. branch of the.-'Sindean army, are celebrated -.as bold and 

skilful swordsmen, and -they fought in: this engagement 
with the most desperate fury. Hushing on to the top of 
the 'em bank merits, they discharged, their matchlocks and 
pistols at their opponents,"and then dashed into the. midst 
of them sword in band,

ittacuities' The nature of the ground almost completely; precluded
"ĥ scrcniite the ordinary manoeuvres of a disciplined tqrce, -and from 
oftiw stnd.j- the vast superiority of'the enemy-in point-of numbers, -it 

i- S-.IR...I. rtpj((!a3.ejj .|yt. a time impossible that the British -could 
hold' then ground. Fast as one wild hand of desperate 
.-nir-ulante fell -before their cool and 'resolute defence, an-
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other- band equally numerous.and fearless sprung, into effARxm 
thciv place. On seeing the perilous state-in which the A;t>.T8«. 
main body m  his front was placed, after maintaining, their 
ground fo; above three tyntn- against a foe which seemed 

. to spring up before them anew as fast as they were si,ruck cavalry, 
dor/n oi driven back, frir diaries sent orders to his.

; sewed’ cavalry - to,- f e w . cite right wing of the enemy.
This movement was most gallantly executed. In, the
first charge, th e  • 9th ..light' cavalry took a standard and
several piece® of artilleiy . and -another-'body, of native
cavalry obtained -poRsessuarr of: the enemy’s camp- from
whence a large body of their horse were slowly driven,
tight in}? every inch of ground as they withdrew. They
were pursued -for upwards of. two miles, until they were
effectually broken and scattered in hopeless disorder. This rt«<t«isiVe
gallant charge decided the fortunes of the day. Though
the main body of the. ehemy did not -ilmnedifttely gha
■way, their #esistanct' 'slackened as soon. as.-they saw their
Whiff turned and the chief body of their cavalry driven
from the field. The 22d, the 2-3d, and the 12th regiments
then successively charged up the bunk with muskets and
h> ed bayonets, which' in the hands- of British soldiers
have rarely been withstood. They forced the line of the. w  w n r?  ,.
enemy at all points, the last -.regiment capturing several nne wo’<' '
guns, while, the Sindeans gave way in all directions and
fled from the field, leaving the whole of their artillery,
nmhturdtioji, standards, and Camp, with considerable
stores, and some treasure, in the hands of the victors.
Not a single prisoner, however, was captured by 
the British, a fact to which Sir.Charles Napier mad® 
special reference at a later period. In tire barbarous rarburruH 
system of warfare to which the Belodchees had been ae~ ’,?l;iys Wsr- 
eustometl. no qnsjjjtofe is fever • given■ to an enemy, .and 
the consequence was, that, anticipating the m m  treat
ment -from their British fetors, the wounded refused all. 
quarter, and continued to strike at everyone that ap
proached them, untibthey were, bayoneted where they 
lay, t'u taking possetisioo of Hyderabad, "■onsi.ierablc



aiAP.x'vji, treasure fell into the hands, of the British, and furthest 
A 0~m3, discoveries afterwards gauntly augmented this, so that a 

$btal. ' &dio#fc of; specie : was nitimatdy reported in .the 
hands of the victors, amounting, to above three millions 
sterling,; .

u«a"uf die This victory was not secured without considerable loss 
ist-HMi, on .jjficle of the B ritish ..-256 are reported in' the des

patch Of the -generai'as killed and wounded.. Including 
an unusual proportion of officers. But the loss of the' 
enemy was immense, amounting, it is' believed, to more' 
titan twisnty times that of their-- opponents. In  referring 
to the unavoidable absen ce of -certain British officer s, and 
the loss of others during the engagement, -Sir Charles 
Napier remarks in his despatch to Lord Ellen borough : 

Necessity for " I hope your Lordship v ill pardon me for saying,''that 
the want of European officers in the native regiment at 

;-nativeh «rpa one period endangered the success of the action. The 
sepoy is a brave and excellent aoMier, Imt, like all sol- 
diers, he'expects to be led on in certain momentej and' 
as he looks to hi^ European officer, if he misses him, the ■ 
greatest danger arises j three times-I saw them retreat, 
evidently because the. officers had fallen, and when an
other appeared and rallied them, they at once followed 
him boldly. This, my Lord acouhfcs for the great num
ber of European officers killed and wounded in proportion 
to the whole.” - The--policy' indicated in this' suggestion 
of tlie general, has since been acted upon by the govete* 
meat at home, and the staff"of British officers for the 
Indian army, and especially for the native troops, has 
been permanently enlarged to a considerable extent, 

SstteiiwKnn Much satisfaction was naturally experienced at the 
my!'0 vl°* news of a victory of no brilliant a character, gained under 

unexpected eircum«tahc<m and agaimt. shell very consi
derable odd-?. 'Whatever doubts might have been enter
tained of the good faith or friendly intentions of the 
Ameers of Sinde, the British general might have been 
excused had. he been .found u nprepared for so sudden and 
treacherous art attack-as that which immediately followed
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jjie -.signing of the treaty. Btill the disasters of the first CHAP.xvrr.' 
Afghan: way had not been entirely vdkced from recoilee- aid  Isis 
lion, even .1: - th* derisive diameter of (ho victories'-of the 
second campaign, It was perhaps felt by some, of the 
native powers, little uiclimfi to appreciate ally far-sighted 
course -.of policy, that the British liad neither accom
plished the object for which the -war-in Afghanistan was 
originally undertaker., lor had they enlarged their Indian 
u.^ore, by vet.H r>ing ooSBCSsioi! of the conquered territory.
Victory beneath {he walls of Hyderabad might ,therefor-
be said to be indispensable to secure the prestige of British tins victory.
superiority, against whatever.odds it bad to be achieved.
This the military skill of the leader, and the valour of 
the '-forces under his canumuid, had' accomplished, and 
their victory was welcomed, with corresponding-gmtula- 
tious. By a despatch,'doted frotr the palace-of Agra, on 
the full of March, Lord .Kuenborough conveys the t haute 
of the Government and -people of India- to their gallant 
defenders. In  referring to the. first act, of hostility by th e . 
enemy, ho. remarks: The govemor-geneml cannot for-
give a treacherous attack - Upon ® representative of the j^wnerol.* 
British government, nor can ho forgive hostile aggression 
prepared by thole who. were in the act of signing a treaty, 
i t  will be .the first object of ttengoyernov-genml to use 

■ the.power victory lias placed'}« his hands in-the manner 
most conducive to the. freedom of trade, and to the pros
perity of th.e people of Snide,.-so. long. misgoverned. To 
reward the fidelity of allies: by substantia,1 marks of 
favour, and so to punish the crime of treachery in princes 
m  to deter all from its commission, arc further objects 
which the. governor-general will not fail to effect; To 
Major-genera). Sir Cbarlesll&pi*r,'8nd to the brave troops 
he commanded, thm. governcu-^ftheral offers the. tribute 
of his own whniratiPi, and o ltb  ■ gratitude of the gov em
inent and people of India. , The bravery of. the' enemy 
against whom they were engaged has enhanced their 
glory—the most decisi ve victory has been gained upon 
the best fought field, In perpetual commemoration of
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CHARXVIL t-nia brilHav:t actiievement., the 2d. company'2d- battalion, 

F~im  a)td the 3d company 3d battalion,:c# Bombay artillery,- 
and the company of the Madras upper;-. and miners, will 

uwwXi to b earUpon their appointments, a*wl the 0tl>' regiment of 
tUo victors. Bengal light cavalry, tho Pooiiah Koriie and the Smde 

horse, upon ''their standards and appointments;, and the 
12th ami '26th regiments of .Bombay native infh'n'tvy, 
upon their colours and appointments, the word ‘ Hyder
abad, 1843,’ The regiment of Sinde horse is on its pre
sent establishment permanently-attached- to the army of 
Bombay*” The policy, however, which is indicated In 

' .ityHiii _. the despatch of the governor-general, as t° the' use-which 
'rtewSr?fthW was 10 l>e made of this important victory,, was not yet to 

be carried out, Tht; Ameers of Sin tit? must hare been 
well aware that when they drew the sword under .such 
circumstances they flung the scabbard 'away, as all fur
ther friendly treaty' 'was vain with princes who had 
availed themselves of the very thm; of completing ami
cable negotiations to break through.evoit- the common 

. courtesies of hostile nations.
suj>?rtor Notwithstanding the very severe loss sustained by the 
ItewJrayf enemy, they were -still- greatly the 'superior in point of 

numbers to their-opponents, and were' -headed by chiefs 
who coaid not hope for any satisfeetory'-'t'eiU'iS from the 

bespmt* conqueror.. 'The-foremost of these was ijoche-Mohammed 
IhSr 'iluil-U h'eo lee, one of the Beloooheechiefs, who, ti-long with Meet 

fell ere Mohammed, the chief of Meevpoojy was -looked upon 
as the great promoter of the war.' - The deeply-rooted 
impression which had been left oh the public.mind-hy 
the disaster!? in Afghanistan*..was' 'manifest from the ex~ 

Rumnnw of aggerated and dubious rumours that Speedily Superceded 
tile arU?4i°f t ^u rejoicings with which Hie news of the ddT;at of the 

Sindtan array under the walls of Hyderabad had. been 
received, so that on the departure fifth© May mail from 
India, tin ill-defined rumour was prevalent, that in  a 
second engagement ■ flit British army under 'Sir Charles 
Kapler had sustained a decided defeat.'

The small number of the forces under Sir Oharies'e
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command, .amounting oofv to about 6000 mini in all, CHAP.xvn, 
prevented his occupying any extended -positions beyond A. p 
1lu» walls of Hyderabad, which he had taken possession ^  nQm_ 
of immediately after the victory at Meeanee. The of the 
British- commander, accordingly, learned, towards rise jfo£ih 
middle of; March, that the enemy were once more mus
tering in numbers not greatly inferior to the force he 
had already defeated after so arduous a. struggle, On 
the aad o f March, the British General writes from the 
rami' at Hyderabad, announcing .to Lord Blfonborough Opporturu- 
the junction of Major, ytack, on the previous flay, with 
the 3d cavalry, the 8th native infantry, and Major Les
lie’s troop of horse artillery.- This reinforcement sufficed 
to supply the losses - sustained in the previous victory, 
and to restore confidence to the British, army, in the pros
pect of again encountering the .. same determined foe.
Sir .Charles accordingly., states in the same- despatch 
to Lord Blfonborough, that the enemy then-, lay. -within 
six miles of Iris camp, in such force that they had already 
begun attacking, his camels, and he was resolved to go in 
pursuit .of them .on the morrow, and attack-,ihem. wher
ever they might be found, ,

The• Sindeaus..had posted themselves-in a.strong and P^honof 
well-selected position, little more than four miles distant ana. 
from the British camp,—‘a strong evidence of the very 
restricted operations, to which the British General had 
been, reduced, in consequence of the small number of his 
available forces. The position of the enemy was nearly 
similar to that which had formerly proved so difficult to 
surmount. They had. again posted themselves on the 
hanks of the Fullalie, whose dry channel in the. previous 
engagement afforded them such-valuable protection. But 
they had .improved not.only on the experience acquired 
in the former dcfcSt, but-strengthened their position with is.* i'f their 
a degree of skill never before manifested by them in their pOKi£lo!!- 
wara, and .which was considered as affording undoubted 
indications of. the presence .of European councilors, in 
their army.



CHAMvii. Sir Charles put his i'ord̂ a in motion -early in the raum- 
a.hTw 3, -ihg, and by the time they bad advanced about two miles, 
, , , they descried the .enemy about a .mile- and a hair in ad-*
Hir British vanee. Approaching within .twelve hundred yards of 
uk v-.cs- their position, the troops wt re drawn up in order of battle, 

and advanced in echellon of regiments to the attack. 
Buttle of About nine o’clock the British guns opened their fire. on. 
■DnbUL file enemy’s position, producing .considerable confusion in 

their centre,, where considerable bodies were observed to 
move to the left, apparently unable to sustain the cross 
fife of the artillery, The position of the enemy was 
nearly a straight line, 'Thu nul lah which formed its front 
consisted of two deep parallel ditches,'--one twenty feet 
wide and eight feet deep, the other forty-two feet wide 
and seventeen- iee.i deep, further strengthened 'by .banks 
and escarpments of the most formidable character. These 
skilful preparations, however, proved altogether ineffec
tual iu arresting the victorious career of the British army, 
manned though they were by defenders immensely out
numbering them, and inferior in- courage -and daring -to 
ho. native force which had yet attempted to withstand 
the British arms. When the centre of the enemy , was 
seen to give way under the severe fire of the British ar~ 

BUtSi'tml MaJb*’ Stack, at the head of the 3d cavalry, sup-
lery. ported by a body of native home, charged them on their

left flank, crossing the nullah, and bearing down upon 
them with such determine’; valour that they gave way 
before them, and were pursued for several miles with 
•great .slaughter,

sitetuwW ■ Sir Charles .Napier 'thus 'describes the action in. the 
despatch. centre and on the-left, at-the period when the. cavalry on 

his right charged the left flank of the enemy, and drove 
them from the field.:— While this was passing on the 
right, Her Majesty^ il2d regiment, gallantly'led by Major 
Boole, who commanded the brigade, and Captain George, 
who commanded the corps, ntbseked the nullah on the 
left with great gallantly, and, 1 regret to add, with con
siderable loss. This brave battalion' marched up to the

i ' , , : -■ ...
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uhllah'.'niidcr a Heavy fire of matchlocks, .without! retimi- ctffcxvif. 
ing a shot till within' forty - paces of the intrenchment, A ,7"^48 
and then stormed it like' British soldiers. The intrepid 
Lieutenant Ooote first moulted the rampart, seised one 
of the enemy’s - standards, and was severely -wounded iatro>idi- 
while wiviitg it and cheering on Iris men. Meanwhile 
the Poonab licirse, under Captain Tail, and the 9th ca
valry, under Major Story, turned the entity's rigid dank, 
pursuing and cutting down the fugitives for several.miles.
Her Majesty's-22d regiment was well, supported by the 
batteries- commanded by. Captains Willoughby and Hutt., 
which crossed their fire with that of May :; Leslie. Then 
came the 2<! brigade, under .command of Major Wood- 
burn,'bearing down into - action with.excellent coolness,
Ft consisted -of.the Sfith, 21st,'and 12tli regiments, under 
the'.command of Caprains Jackson, Stevens,-and Fisher, 
rfis^ctively.' fpM t regiments wore strongly sustained 
by. the tire' of 'Laptai a -.Whitley’s battery, on the right of 
which were" the 8th and 1st regiments, under- Majors 
Brown and Olibborne, these two corps advanced with the 
regularity of a review up to -the hitrericlunentsj their 
commanders,- with considerable' exertion, stopping--their 

* fire-,; oh seeing that a portion of the- Stride house and. 3d 
cavalry in charging-the' enemy had got in front of the 
brigade. The battle was decided by’the troop of horse becisJris 
artillery and Her -Majesty’s 22d regiment," The enemy 
Mood tln-ir .ground well, and defended themselves with 
t he utmost bravery, in so much so thqt the victory has 
been pronounced by experienced -officers,-; as perhkps the 
most sternly contested of any in - which British troops itmve stahu 
have over- been engaged in India. The 23d regiment. Jj l̂mn'opa 
which had to bear i;he brunt of the tight, alone lost sire 
officers and 145 men, out of about 800 British killed and 
wounded. It is "in the • despatch, in which Sir Charles 
Na-pler announced this victory to the govenior-general, ’ 
that he refers to the capture of some prisoners (only tight capture of 
in all) a a subject 'of congratulatlori, since it uflbrdssome *“!sonu* 
indications of Amelioration in the barbarous and extid*-
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CHAP.XVH. initiating mode of warfare which their enemies-had forced 
-V rTTfl-aa bpoh. them. The reference .to this apparently trivial 

circumstance,, in the flush of victory, is a .pleasing ami 
honourable trait in the gallant.British leader, “ It gives 

itsader. me,” says lie, “ great satisfaction to say,: that some pri
soners have been taken, and though the nurabeV is small,

: i,6'is still some advance towards ..a. civilised mode of. war- 
fore; for 1 cannot help thinking that desperate resist
ance. generally made by.wounded BeloQeheys lias arisen 
from their own system of warfare, -which admits of no 
quarter 'being -given in action. We ate at present, em
ployed. In .collecting the wounded Beloochees within 
our reach)"in order to : render them medical assist
ance;”

Bcayeryy.f Many acts of intrepid valour were, displayed in this 
SiKers.tf8h severe contest. The general exposed bimself during the 

whole fight, moving with the utmost, coolness where the 
•enemy’s shot* *fr» flying thickest, and his example was 
not .lost oh his officers. Eleven places of ordnanii*.' sod 
nineteen standards were taken, Hoche Moharn.thel Seedee, 
and three other ehtefe, fell in the battle, the Belbrwhee 
feree was entirely routed and dispersed in every direction, 
and Meet Shew Mohammed fled into the desert, taking his 
family, with hifttornd attended by only forty followers, 
whom fie could affract to his service. The British com- 

Reccptton.of jnaridei* is  said, to have- been welcomed with joy by  the 
am rictoia inhabitants of:the. country, who had, suffered.so much 

from the fickle rale of. the Ameers, that they testified 
the utmost Anxiety to be .assured that Ssmle was to be 
annexed- to the British possessions. By the 5th. of April,
Sir diaries Sfapier announced to Lord Ellenb.mmugh, that 
the important fortress oiH)oraereote,liad opened its gates 
to a British'force sent against it.

Policy of the • Thb-fcoriuination of the Afghan war had been charac- 
iJiTt'ctory, p.,Tjzei] by a practical manifestation of the.policy repeat

edly dictated to the• govemor-geneyala of India, by the 
Home Directory, to refrain f nn all further ^ugmeata- 
tlon of. the vast possessions of British India. Tint con-
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(i afests in Siucle, however, which so speedily followed those CKAP.XVU, 
ia Afghanistan, originated under totally diiferent eireum AiDi l6l j. 
stance, ami 'showed how little reliance can be placed o n ^ ^ .  
theories'of policy, however well grounded they may appear epCy ct fee 
to be. The following is the opinion, expressed at the time, 
of tips new acquisition; though longer experience J1**8 
tended greatly to modify the tirsf ideas of its value.-■ If 
is ft country without' the possession of Which our boundary Hewrenter  ̂
of the Indus cannot be compact. Neither can the navi- ££  
gai.io. i of that river be considered safe while an indepen
dent, and''now hostile power, keeps possession -of either 
bank c f the Delta. I t is productive, and. under our man
agement, inay be made more productive, and -the troops-; 
required to keep possession of it, will 'cost us nothing; 
the country itself 'V»U maintain them with ease. It.has 
within a week’s'reach of our western capital Its high 
roads do not rim through impassable ̂ defiles' like the xknm  
and the Kliyher and the Khoortl Cabul; they consist pi 
maeniftcent stream's, Wlmh our steam flotilla may tra 
verse with speed and safety. I t  lies open to the sea, and 
troops, ammunition, and supplies may- be-poured in with 
ease. It is -a plain and may be defended with little difh- 
cu'ltv. for there will soon be no enemy.more formidable 
than the heat.’

Considerable annoyance was experienced from the Confirmed 
proceedings of Such of the Ameers and Seloochee chiefs tl)C A)tieevs.. 
as Were still at large, and especially from those of Shew 
Mohammed, who Was'making the -most determined-exer
tions to bring another army into the field. Meanwhile 
the conduct of the chiefs, who had been confided m as 
friendly to the British Was even more alarming than the Alarming 
threatening' position assutoril by the defeated leaders, ijutiaiiailiea. 
All M'oorad, who had received repeated marks'of favour 
from the British occupants of Sind's, when put in pos
session of Ryipoor, appears to have concluded that 
whatever other territories the British wrested from the 
Ameers, would in like manner he transferred to him.
As a-farther evidence of favour, the guns captured at
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C>IAl».XYTL-Meeanee had been made over to him,-.and bo soon as he 
a . oTtwa, found that, hie extravagant expectation.-*, were not to.be 

realised, he avvre^deviid the artillery captured by our 
Ali Jr°ora<3' forces to Shore Mohammed,
Alarming The near approach of the.hot season, when Europeans 
niwoiire. are exposed to such, .severe sufferings if forced to lake t he

■field, led to much anxiety as to the movements of that 
chief. The .most extravagant and contradictory rumours 
were afloat, Shore Mohammed,! was said- to be already nr us- 

Share Mo- tering a move numerous force, than either of those winch 
itacuneti, jjgi(j sustained such complete defeat; while great and well- 

'grounded apprehensions of sickness were entertained 
within - the camp. at. Hyderabad, where. the. troops w<;« 
hemmed in by low .marshy grounds .and the. river, in « 
situation in which any of the native epidemics could 
hardly.fail to prove fearfully destructive if if should break 

ExtriiTiicynf. out among them. By letters .from the camp in tlte month 
kirn’s.80' h!3 °f May,-Shore-Mohathmed is said to be at Suktrumsd, at 

the head of 4.0,000 men, and a large park of artillery ; 
ynarauding parties of the Keloocbees, were .moving about,' 
and committing great 'depredations on the live stock, so < 
that great fears were entertained. of a scarcity of pro
visions. Most of .these rumours, however, proved tri be 
grossly exaggerated. A despatch of Sir Charles Nit pier \  
dated. 17th June 1843, announces .an attack, on Meet 

T'ltii] rout of Shah Mohammed at the head of 2^00 men, In which that 
liKttiW'iiv leader was captmed, and Ins whole forces totally routed.
Jtojce, wid  ̂ So complete was their panic, that the British, forces auf- 
18 tliptu,u fer.ed much more from .the heat than from any opposition 

offered by the enemy, In order to take them'by surprise, 
hieutemant-colonel Roberts, who commanded the detach
ment sent, against the ameer, moved without any camp 
equipage, and the’sufferings consequent on their exposure 

Suffering - to- the heat arc described as very severe. The heat,” 
boa” the says Colonel Roberts, “ ah-; - nine oklock, became most' 

awful, and the whole detachments were much distressed. ”
Two European artillery-men. died of caup de wUjl while 
on the march. la  a despatch, dated two days later,
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the commander refers to tin- sudden change t> exlraom eiiAp.xvii 
dinn^y hca.tj ttfid reports the death of a lieutenant.,'live  ̂ -
sergeants; and forty-four men. by  the - Same sudden and 
terrible stroke.

While laeuteimnf-ooWnel -Roberta proceeded' against Shmito- 
Meer Shall Mohammed, other parties had been sent out to 
attempt to sm-roand Siiere Mohammed, where, he kept the 
Enid fit the head of a feral of about 10,000 men. The 
ameer finding that several strong columns were advanc
ing on him from different quarters, attempted to strike a 
sudden and decisive blow, by -attacking •• C&plaili Jacob, 
who, at the bead of ri comparatively small force, had been 
sent to intercept him, in case of his attempting to retreat 
to the desert. The-whole of die umber’s forces were totally Bis forces 
routed am! broken, dispersing in every direction, and Teav- 'n'ltcJ’ 
ing f.heir guns and'standards'in- the hands;.of the victor®.
Meer Shere-Mohainmed tied with Paly ten horsemen:■ but 
though .intercepted iii. his attempt, to gain /die desert, he his oaci-ne. 
succeeded in effecting his, escape.

The apprehensions as to .the great danger to he dreaded tuuainin-isy 
froth the effects of the climate, and position of the troops 
in'Sitide, were speedily realized. Every account brought 
morb alarming intelligence of the ravages of disease, in so 
much so that before the cold season began to set in, there 
was a period of about six weeks, during whiph it is doubt
ful 1 f ou t of a force of 10,000 men, 3000 could have taken 
the dteld had any sudden attack occurred ; and the whole 
outposts hi the .country, exposed to the mountain Reloa* critical 
d ie #  in.front, and effectually cutoff, by the Indus and t&«S»BrUwt 
desert beyond it, fron t resources in the rear, were' in such a 
condition, that a'sudden arid well-directed, descent upon* 
them by the scattered tribes of Beloochces,- might. haV® 
destroyed them to a man. Fortunately before this-'de&dly 
enemy had prostrated for a time the conquerors of Si ride, 
the point of danger had been removed to an entirely dif
ferent scene.

The letters brought home by the Indian mail of (Mo- 
her 3843, announced the satisfactory intelligence thiit our pease.
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•ihap.xvu ’Eastern empire, which had been for many months the 
A. u m  object of such lively and painful .interest-, had ceased to 

furnish any incidents worthy of comment or discussion. 
rS i iu d e  The Bombay Times, of 6th Sept,ember, remarks Let

ters are now received, with as much punctuality from 
Su'kkur and Hyderabad, as from any of the most tranquil 
quarters of our empire. The tidings brought by. them 
are stale, flat, and '.unprofitable * no fighting,- no adven
ture, no stir.of any description, and. even rumours of 
danger have died away. The chiefs, it is said, are daily 
coming in, and the country becoming pacified with most 

liutnrbod unexpected celerity.” Accounts, however, from, tbe.north 
norUi*inthe continued to indicate a very different state of things, 
frontier. Afghanistan furnished frequent reports of distraction tud 

threatened outbreaks. CabooJ was in the most disturbed 
state. Host Mohammed Khan was stated to be exercising 
» most arbitrary and despotic sway, and directing his acts 
of oppression In an especial, manner against such of the 
native chiefs as had manifested any friendly feeling to
wards the British during their occupation of that country. 

mwA-raiii Aroeenoollah Khan had ..been imprisoned and.-put. in 
Aigiwui.stitn. cjm(n8. an,j upwards of twenty of the chief men of Cubool 

were reported to be held In durance by the same chief.
At Candahar, Suffer Jung was stated to be in close con
finement with ,'h'unr, while his adherents- and advisers 
were every where seeking safety by flight.- In ail this, 
however, British interests wbre-n©; farther concerned than 
in so far as there might be any risk of the .,disturbances 
extending to'the provinces under our control The'wise 

wise policy line of policy dictated to Lord Ellcnborough, had happily 
lug Afithahl freed Britain, from the necessity of interfering in these 
iatitn. intestine quarrels, though, it could not but -he felt that 

it was more difficult to' throw off-the -responsibility- of 
having to a great extent occasioned such division and 

1 strife among that brave but turbulent race.
Me* source Another, country, beyond the northern boundaries of 
o^ipjeuen- 0lM, j m{5au empire> was,howevejr, already furnishing cause 

for apprehension, in  the. extensive regions comprehended
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betwe&n t.he 'Qntleilg&Tiac! the Indus considerable sjrinp- cr.APJS-'ft 
.tornf! i if disturbance were n!>»ndy apparent, and we find ^ w. 
official eoirespn 'dents, early in the following year, giv 
ing expression to congratulations that the affaire ofi«ttarPuii" 
British, In 11.“ wore in Mud? a tt impnl state, as' to pOr~>a1). 
ca t the-attention of the governor-general arid his court--

. eli.'to "bo devoted to -the crisis Inch' seemed to ho 'ap
proaching both m the- Ibmjaub and at Gwalior, So early 
as the -month of August, -the.whole 'troops in tire Agra 
district received orders .to--keep -themselves in readiness' 
to move a t a moiben't:** notice, and it was 'reported that 
iin a'i-mj* of oWervatioii was to he immediately formed on Annyrf 
Hip Sut fed'e. under the immediate command of Sir Hugh ou’thVsIot- 
Qocgli.. Ill* causes'which finally led to a sanguinary 
revolution in the Pnnjiui'b, may be thus briefly recapitu
lated.' Upon Xh.6 death of Runject Sing, <n 1830, his cause-iyf 
favourite wife—-aiff'' she had ascended the funeral pile, 
where, along with, three others, she was burnt with Ills 
corpse—called to her KniruSk 'Sing, the deceased rajah’s 
M»n and heir, along with Dliian fcjiag, Ills favourite minis- 
tmvand placing the dead rajah’s Land in that of his son, 
she required the latter to swear to proteri and favour his 
father's minister, and by the like solemn oath bound the 
minister -to he. faithful to his new master. Kurnick Sing k arrack 
miniediately ascended the' throne, life was well-affecbid si,,g 
to the British government, but possessed none of the 
talent or energy requisite for so difficult a post. He had 
not occupied the throne four months, when'he died, as Smt’ra 
has been stated iii a previous chapter,not' without strong 
suspicions of poison, and Ms son and' heir, How Nehal 
Sing, who should hftvc*'succeeded 'him, was killed by the 
felling of a beam, a he ret® ’»od from the funeral pile bn 
which:his father’s corpse was consumed. These succes
sive deaths were both, ascribed to the intrigues of Ruujeet 
Sing’s favourite' minister ;' and, after some difficulty, 
chiefly arising from the opposition of one of the widows 
of the latter prince, he succeeded in. his long-cherished 
project of placing Shore Sing cu the throne. During the tore
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CHAi'.xvn. frequent agitations and- alarms that ensued, tire British 
a. l u m  government -continued to watch their proceedings with 

Anxiety of ■*&*&*'*&! bflt after a time, fire affair,, of the kt*^- 
jiiji'jfeiigih doro, which chiefly owed its formation -to • tire -abilities of 
»;i»vwniniii't Bon,feet Bing, seemed to acquire some degree of order and 

settlement, and ceased to .attract special attention from 
the •government of India, .occupied as it soon was-with 
objects of more pressing interest. Meanwhile causes of 

intern®] mutual difference and dislike were springing up between 
ciflWenee. ti'o new Myall and his sunhitiGus,minister. Various! reasons 

are assigned < for these. The Hoh. Mr, Osborne, who. de
scribes. Shere Sing as a line,, maniy-looking fellow,-, adds 
that he had .become especially obnoxious to-his minister, 
in consequence of his attachment to European manners, 
awl Uis friendly inclinations toward the ’British, whom 
Phiun regarded with rancorous hate.* This, however, 
was probably, only one of the causes of di' ‘-onsion, suffic
ing to indicate their disagreement -on ml questions of 

Accu&iiions' general policy. It is stated that the rajah had abandoned 
3 f E f f  himself to. the indolent and dissolute habits which have', 
rujah. so. frequently been the ruin of the native dynasties of 

India,, and: that -during the frequent dissensions which 
prevailed between Shore Sing and liis powerful minister, 
the latter went so far .as to reproach him in open durbar 
with iu.s. dissipation,and .excesses.- 

AmWno«* Whatever might be, the ostensible grounds of dispute. 
l in JE tr!  ho'W er, *he previous character of the minister leaves 

little room to doubt,-that the real, ground of-offence was 
the interference with hia. policy, and, the curtailment of 
his power. He accordingly organized » ermspimey for the 

.assassination of the rajah, hi which he-enlisted several of 
the, chief sirdars., of the court, .His influence with ’-the 
army jj su-%jently apparent, from the time chosen for 

riots ugfUnat executing Ids base design. The raiah had appointed a, 
tw' ‘v ‘" gPAHwaS. review of his’troops, at. the, 1 tusserah -festival* and 

Ajo(;t Sing, who is described aa an e^hminatc-looking 
youth, was-selected as. the assassin, The Delhi Gazette 
thits di’scubes the assassination and the fearful slaughter
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* ".' b'ji ;':i'it;-’:'r ' 'l''-'.<;V;v;:̂ l .4V-,'•/,.;iv 't '-
that followed, in which the faitlikss originator of it per OEtofcxm
tshed, the victim, of lii? own plot:—“ Diiiaix Sing made A it isis,
tlw: ''arrangement by proposing .-to the rajah to inspect 1mtlHTV
Ajeet 'Sing's troops, which lie said he.--would- do the fol* tWu of sin-re
lowing inol-hingj ami orders were accordingly issued 0n ‘' ;,lg'
the rnjah-V arrival on tho-' parade-ground, 'he found fault
with' - the appearance and condition of-some hom-men
purposely pfaced to attract -attention, when Ajeet Sing
Became gaudy, words ran high-, and, drawing- a pistol from
his bosom, he shot Share Sing■ through thdlmad, the-
ball ha dug entered'his right temple. General Tentum
arid his party attacked the murderer, hut,'-being opposed
by a-powerful body of troops, were defeated. Ajeet Sing
cut up'the rajah's body, placed his, head on .vspear, had
on-entering the town mefr.lVm-0 Purtaub Sing’s (SheiVs
son) sHwaiie, v  Uich -was immediately attacked, ami • the ni.nijcfji
prince -killed; the palace-was taken, and tfhvdleep Sing,
the only'remaining son of Runjeefc Sing; a lad ten years hu*A
,dd; proclaimed' to the throne. The treasury, w&S throwh
open, and the troops paid uj»their arrears*, Troops were
sent oh’to guard all the -ghauts/ and all the opposite'party
(except 'Vhnihu'a, -who escaped) were made prisoners.
Ajeet'Singi after'''having killed Shore Bing, was return- 
jug. to the fort, arid met D hi art;-lie told him ho had done 
the deed, and asked him to returhj he got into Dhiah’s 
carriage, and when they got near the gate of tlie fort, Sin*;- 
Ajeet" Sing stabbed Tdiiati, and sent his body to his 
brother and son, Sookhet and ilcera Sing. These two 
Individuals surrounded the city -with their 'hoops, and 
the people within continued plundering all night. In 
the morning, Heera Sing; having entered the fort, seized 
Ajeet Sing,'"'Lena' Sing, and others, and having put them 
to lentil, exposed' their heads in the plain, and threw 
their bodies into the bazaar. Dhulk-op Sing has been 
pat on the guddee, and -Heera Sing made vizeet. Six 
hundred m m  were slaughtered on both aides.”

This barbarous'deed was enacted on the 15th 'Septem
ber 1843, and by mem-9 of it the nominal authority was

f
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,.,UP j f i t  vested m Dhulleep Sing, a child of ten years <dd, wbijo 
-tl.  ̂ t ]10 re^  power, which the unprincipledmmtpier destined 

a. n. for himself, had passed into the hands of Heera.Bing.
v,]w Was-now both cominander of the. army, and vizier., 

ieey -> ^  Wftg ther(,f0).e actual ruler, so long as he could, retain
the fidelity of the annr,

.Meanwhile the afiatrs «$ the court- of Gwalior, which 
iit uoalior. |.ari sa i6ljg occasioned anxiety- and distrust, were at

length brought to a crisis. Confusion and. anarchy, pre- „ 
vMlcd.there, one-party-deposing another, and successive 
•chiefs.'struggling -for -power, while the; country .was left at 
the merffijr’of licentious and -undisciplined troops.. The 

Obligations British -government being bound by its treaties with the 
,.rftha BrUUto iate raj.ah ti> protect hi» successor, and preserve his- tei,- 
guveunm-iu. ^n^iolatbd^he governor-general could no longer

overlook the fact that the conduct of the . authorities 
•of Gwalior involved a. virtual violation of the. treaty.
Lord lllcnborough- accordingly immediately ordered the 
advance of troops, 'sufficient, a* he-said, (< to obtain guar 
ranters for-the future security of its- own subjects on the 
common frontier of the two states, to protect. tho person, 
of the rajah, to- quell .disturbances within his highness's 
tmitorbw, and,to chastise all who shall remain in dis
obedience)’ This was rendered, the wore imperative by 

HeipiiiSa ,$he tender age anti h elpless ..position of the rajah, which 
' exposed bini to -the double danger of being made a tool 

in the hands o f bis enemies, and the nominal source of 
wrongs to his- friendly allies. Notwithstanding the pre
parations which -had been made for such an emergency, 
the commander-sn-ehief, Sir. Hugh Gough.,.was met by a 
much, stronger and more determined opposition than he. 
had anticipated,

Adv.mtc i>i The army had left- Agra betwixt- the 12Lb and 18th 
December, and continued steadily to., mpve' on, On the 
17th, General Valiant with .the .advance '..arrived at 
Dhoipoor. On reaching the ghaut .opposite lumdree, the 
Dholpoor Rajah paid a visit of ceremony to the .governor- 
general, and his visit was returned by Lord KUcnboxpugh

' ■'- > i, < ‘ * 1 v' '■■■'-"w • '■:
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and the dommander-in-ehiaf die--following >lay*. H trth e  ciiarxyh,
{22d they moved, with the h. id quartern • ' I he: 4th Ary- A,;p; ^  
gade, -'on 'KeiUree ghaut, 'ami' the - advance, under Sir J.
TlvaekweSI, crossed to the right bsnl. ni the rivet. Oi» 
the 23d the second division crossed tiie Clunntol. and 
proceeded seven miles in  the direction- of Ilingontihj 
where the advance -was encamped. The road w astes- 
Ircuvdy difficult, wind nig through a steep .ravine, scarcely 
fhoye than twenty feet wide, which a determined'enemy 
w ight for ft time have obstructed almost with impunity.
Here for five days the  force halted to take rest and coun
sel, Bappij'o Heetffieah had.been despatched from (lwa3.-5.pr Negotinfrin#. 
on- the -22d,' and -'on the- following day had an p.iuheisqe 
w ith ’the governor-general, when it  was-- believed in- camp 
t h a t  every th ing was settled-*-the M aharanee and the  
Sirdars having, it was said, agreed to the term s proposed,
On the 24th, the GwelW Vskttls had: a iuroher inter
view of some duration with the govrnor-general Many ‘ rf 
of ’he more respietalle inhabitants, who w  from ' '
Uwalior <m a Visit to the' ca mp, conceived the idea- of. re-
aistanee out -.if the  question'; 'Preparations were m a d e
to receive 'the Mnhiiranee, who was expected in camp on. 
the-28th , with: sufficient porop and circumstance for tip; 
rank she held, and audience to which she was about to be 
adm itted. The governor-general, tvhp had origin; b y  
been moderate in Ms. demands, requiring -the restoration the i;r- 
of the Mama Sahib and bis friends---the surrender of the «or;̂ TOmL , 
iriiasjc.e Wai-ifl, and dismissal of his- partisans-^-tho ex
change of certain, portions of country, so as to improve 
th e  audition of the'm utual frontier—-and the disbanding 
of the m utinous portion of the troops—finally dem and
ing the entire re vision df the m ilitary eBtablishmenf, and 
til;; Rii'i'endcr of tire park of artiuerv , hi ought inLi ' x .y 
istersee about fm ty : years- since by.D ow lut Kao Sem.ffia, r> their 
and regarded as the palladium of th e  state, This vms 
looked upon as implying the  entire destruction of the 
arm y, and surrender of the independence of the nation.
T iirre in every reason, h e a v e r ,  to  believe that,; th ro u g h '

' ' '  • . . . - . - ■  ■ -\l f ■ ■ - ‘



ciuvP.xVii. out, the professions of the Mabr&t a lavlw ywe hollow 
a n j  and insincere —that so soon m it \yas h und t hat tlmb 

isuiier and delusive pfgpoeitiona .we1-? insufficient to ;yrre'&t.
r  S5Ki. * ow progress, ir was m  otved to offer tkn iiki‘1, d etc. muntd 

rsSilfftliMcxt).. Further hegPtiatibhs" appear to fiaye. been 
resorted, to merely to gala time,

MtScnfttwnf. I t must always,indeed, form onij of the greatod ffilEcnl-, 
tiipioni.'.tk! x* jn j],,j dioioinatlc i'nteiwnjj’se•.between civilized -andipiet'twirse ' ' . • ,, , . ,wirii tho ;seu'ii-barbarous aiitio.riSj t.itt! .djtueulty oi iipoviDg what 
ii,i!;;.vbs, de,■oudt'uce ■ an tie placed on the moat solemn assevera

tions, and professions of good faith. ■.Among highly civh* 
li-zed nations f ive value of national cred's and unblemished 
hompur is so thoroughly appreciated, ' Hat it is rare in- , 
deed for the most ■'unprincipled diplomatist to set, if at 
defiance,;*but among the native, prince.- of India such 
Mtiiless proceedings as those yf tln! Ameers of Spinde 
have been too frequent to, exqite very great surprise, 

FormWabie '£]»„ formidable character .and. position, of the .Mnhrtith 
.tho'jVviv iJ' army, howew. had not. been anticipated from tb*> vacil- 
r;.iua u-rny. i^jcg character of their eounpifep 'The country’.generally 

exhibits features-ofleupeg great iKsUimh-obstaelea.-to the 
operations of disciplined force's, being... intersected with 

i)i<B«iUteVvf numerous deep anti.almost, itnpassable ravines, and gui-. 
tna coimuy, f̂ifordituf; .gis&t facilitioee tl>r the irregular tactics of 

ii undisciplined army*. It -m only by the unceasinghv? 
hours of the, sappers,,: that a .purctleahlc ,passage, was 
effected fur the army tiudw '-Sir U., Gough ; and • after 
pasting the Kobaree. river in three colunuis, at .poipfcf 
consider'ahiy,.distant from each' other,-the whole .’British 

position of army took up their position by. eiglit o’clock on the- 
morning of the 2iffli of Becctsijber .1843, about a mile in 
fi-ons of Maliarajpoor, The Mfdrr&ttae h.al u.s rpied th« 
ground during the previous might, taking up ■ thoir...pasA 
ticn with such skill as compelled the counnander to: alter 
the disposition- of',his forces-. Seven regiments.. of Mali 

. Jutittib.of rattft'infantry'nwre ranged: in .ffouk each . corps having 
MaJumijjioot. fulll guns:aftaphed to it, wavli opened.on the advanced' 

forces of the British as they took up their ground. The

. TUB WAI! iN S!N'r>;- A SO G- vV-.! fOK.



30th regiment of British infantry advanced gallantly to onAF.xm 
the charge, supported by the 66th native iitikritry. The X iTB-ts 
Mahmtas stood their ground with great bravery, and ^  .. of 
the British forces sustained' a severe loss, their- guns nK. ' 
doing great execution as they advanced. But no native ******; 
force lias ever been able to withstand the determined 
charge of the British bayonet. They drove them from 
their guns into the village, but there the Mahraitas 
again rallied, and a most sanguinary conflict ensued.
After discharging their matchlocks, they hung theih from 
t hem, and fought hand to hand with the most determined 
courage. MeatmhiU' General 'Valiant had led m  his Combined - 
brigade, aiid. succeeded -m..taking Jyfeharajpoor in reverse, hie British. 
Twenty-eight guns were captured by this combined 
movement, hut the -Mahrattas still stood their-ground ; 
nor was their, strong position taken till nearly every one 
of its defenders had been left dead on the spot. The 
same determined resistance was experienced at every Determined' 
point. They had thrown-up entrenchments, and planted vwliUnu- 
their guiis with great skill, and in nearly every case the 
gunners ware hayonette'd at their .'posts, without attempt
ing to fly. The consequence was, the loss of the British, 
both in officers and men, was unusually great. “ I re- Sotcmj im  of 
grot,” says- Sir H. Bough in his despatch to the gbverWMv tl,t‘UuW8h* 
general, “ I regret to say that our loss- has been very 
severe, infinitely beyond what I calculated on ; indeed, . _ ^
I did not do justice to the gallantry of nay opponents.
Their force, however, so greatly exceeded' ouro, particu
larly in artillery, this; position of their guns-was so com
manding, they were so well served, and determinedly 
•defended., both by their-gunners and their infantry, and Advantages 
the peculiar difficulties of the country giving the defend- 
ing force, so great advantages, that it could not be other 
wise.” As usual, where the native forces hifve displayed 
peculiar ..steadiness and skill, if was found that they had 
had the benefit of more experienced assistance ; though 
th e y  required no aid to give effect to their undisciplined 
courage and gallant daring. There was'found to have
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chas’.'XVii. beeti a considerable number of th^OoaipattjPs •dimhtu'ged
&•-■-'■'•' ■ " • i * ry , US Wt’U >«• lt > n i S - O k B u t ' O p e a  .1 .<3t«or-

Fmvpeff'j fefe am ong th e  M vhratta  tro o p s, One of th e  iwtitu^ it 
(teserters. in s ta ted , n am ed  B ow y,-frdm  th e  2d E u ro p ean  reg im en t, 

■!••■ had, w hen  -he M l, -bis lig h ted  p o rt-fire  J» h is  h a n d . and 
fired off h is  g u n , sweeping sw tiy  fv/.een m en.

AiKiiiary . A t th e  sam e tim e  .that th e  co m u ian d er-in -ch ie f crosswd 
Mtti«ir’p'n=> th e  S in d ean  fron tiers, M ajor-genem . G rey-lad  a n  a u s h  

.rui'.irey j j ^ y  f o ^  l>y order of th e  genera:, to w ard s PunniA r, 
tw elve-lniloa sou th -w est >>f fjw alio 'r, t o ‘m -o p e ra te  w ith 
th e  m ain  -body, an d  place th e  M ah ra tta  a r m y .betw een 
tw o 'forcer;, a c tin g  in  <eonoerfc. T ire im m ense exeete.- •>! 
th e  M ah ia ttao  in  p o in t o f num ber*. over the  B ritish  
forces*, how ever, wsv- such  as en ab led  th em  to  c o u n te rac t 

or(>f. diapftr th is  pJan. o f  m u tu a l c o o p e ra tio n , A  body of I5i;©00 
t'fauw llm 11 me:ij w ish a  la rge  co m p lem en t o f  guns, fro. w as detached  

t(f a rre s t the- p ro g re ss ' o f  'M hj<n^e«e«-ii'- Grey* whose'.’ 
w hole  force d id  not am o u n t to  a  fo u rth  o f  t h a t  n u m b er. 
T he tw o  a tm ie r  m o t oa iihc 39th, of 'D ecem ber, in  the  
'vieihity o f  th e  fortified v illage 'o f  MnagOrej ••twshr F iln • 

lirfttubf map,- w h e re  - t h e  iVbvh-iatfop h a d  tak en  tu> 0 s tro n g  jfOsi-
Pniudar. tion. an d  w ere  alile f»  begin t h e  a tta ck  a t  narndderable

advantage, -by ass&hithsg th e  •cum brous baggage trains, 
w h ich  n eecsaan ly  accom pany a n  In d ia n  a rm y . Tv cards 
four o’clock  th e  command^:!’ observed th e  en em y  tak ing  
up- a strb tig  r-.-piKon on a  c h a in  .of hills to  th e  oust o f his 
cam p, and  • resolved- on.-an im m e d ia te  a ttack . .B y a  ju d :  

-«icf:j.s .d i$posttioa:of Jus -fcvc'PH, th e  enem y .-were assailed 
-sim ultaneously  loh-tafe c e n tre  -and• left, -apil com pletely  

Cnptiire ot broken; ff’ho  -whol*; guns', 'tw en ty -fo u r in  M hinbbr, werethe Mali- ° y *
viui,uiu-i.ii.- oiipitn-ed, &nd a il . th e i r  a m m u n itio n , w ith  -a p o r tio n  of 
■ ? '  ' treasu re , wr̂ re  taken . T he a c tio n  d id  no t'C lo se ttill n ig h t

fall, w h ich  p rev en ted  th e  pu rsv o t of the e n e m y , 'a n d  en 
abled fheiri-to  carry  off m a n y  - of- th e ir  -killed a n d  w ound
ed. 'T iieif loss,'how ever, 'had  b een  very- severe , a n d ’ th e  
occurrence o f tw o .such decisiVe victoim s oh t h e  sam e day, 
as those of W abarajpoor an d  'P u n n is t1, effectually  p u t  ah  
end  to  fu r th e r  a-stslaaoe.
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Prlvete accounts would lead to the idea, which the onAitxvri, 
acknowledgments’ in the despatch of-the. commander-in- a.v  isia, 
chief may seem in aowe-degree.to'confirm,-:that little :-or 
no opposition had -been.«4icipated cither by -the gores- tio'^Tf it!- 
nor-jjeneyal or. the co-Brnrander-m-chief!, both, of .them 
probably conoemog -that the presences of so large •and ' 
effective a British force would have sufficed to overawe 
the rebellious ' Maharattas. Tbs commander-in-chief s Surjuise of 
staff, with the ladies of Ida family, are said to have'been jjf fig *.. 
quietly proceeding towards Mah&rajpoor when. the. Blah- chief, and 
ratta giuis fOpentid upon them. Lord Elhnborough.was §«uSvil* 
'likewise -present with the ladies of his.feoilyj nor was. 
he forced to quit hie dangerous and exposed position, 
until the well-served Mahratt^.-gunsvgave-proof that the  
elephants of the governor-general, towering w m  the 
rear of the ff'Jlh regiment, .as.if. took up its fositj<$» oh 
the -field,-had -become the objects • towards which their'hit:

• wv lirec ed. g ev :•ybd1

The result of the two great battles .of Maharajpoer- -and mete of 
■Pimtmr destroyed the-hopes "not only of . the -mutinous 
.Mahmtbui at Gwalior, but of • numerous restless mal- poor muv- 
contents of Hindustan, -and had the effect of..diffusing1 una,m ’ , 
tranquility throughout our whole -Eastern-empire, where 
the existence of so-many racer still-wry partially amal
gamate^ and curbed 'in thee predatory habits. and love 
of plunder only hy.-the weU*4ir-eeted force-of. disciplined 
authority, renders the whole empirepeculiarly sensitive 
to such indirect -but powerful influences The rajah was jMtaiiatif>n 
installed with -great ceremony at (fwalior, in presence of 01 tIlu 0^£1h" 
Ihc govarxiofrgeneml, the commancler-iiMhief, and ait 
immense «»i'snl>lage of native chiefs. An-eye-wiinesa'of 
the - imposing ceremonial describes the juvenile rajah as 
seated beneath .a gorgeous canopy--of gold, see-sawing his 
legs beneath his throne according-to-the fedMof of listless 
■sr'hoo]l»oy&1. joemingty altogether indifferent to the im- 
p:el of the. stately proceedings in which he was made to 
hear so prominent a part.

Meanwhile, however, great and.increasing dbsaftofee-
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Ciur.xyn.tion was expressed in, mmy, quarter., at the gov-vum:mt 
A d * 18ti X'Ord Blknboiough. His fondues* fur military diit* '

play, and for .such pbxnpoua exhibitions of vice-regal 
uoiwa u-vti grandeur as that wind immediately followed the vieto- 
houii-'h'M r’<-9 ,,VC1‘ the nieipgttfvfcJM'abratt?.foioe ,̂ were occasionally
ttuvcnmient manifested in * way that seemed fjOUMjvruat iueonsish-jjt 

with the wonted gravity of /BritisIi rule, and. frequently 
led to the. neglect of the civil service, ?®d the internal 
government of Indie, which were, in fact, his principal 
duties,a§ governor-genero 1. His whole. course of proce
dure was erratic, and opposed to the definite policy b y .' 
which the Directory had Sought to avert a continued 
system of aggression op the surrounding native states,
.and. to consolidate the vast, possessions - -.over which their 
rule, was only very partially and imperfectly extended. 

-y«4v«fcr ?n the.choice of LordHHcnborough.as governor-genera], 
m K°oveTO)i’- they had calculated on the probable weight of his h> 
fc'wwwt fljence as a civilian, in carrying out measures in ac

cordance' with the peaceful line of policy they wave 
anxious to see pursued} hut the character of the pro* 
seeding.'! of his .successor, suffice to show that the false 

CmuriiHt1 of glitter of military glory was more seductiVe. to an inex- 
[nJ-softir" perienced civilian than to a military veteran. .A writer, 
Mews**, ju the Indian Mail of December 3 844, remarks, of the 

latter: “ ff  he quiet, unostentatious demeanour of the 
governor-general has-doubtless had its share in trancjuilLz- 
sng India He lias given no intimation,.in public at least, < *f 
an intention to quit the Presidency, where he is employed 
in occupations, which fcefit a man of peace.’,’ Xu addition, 

m-ir-av -n 'V3 koVd SHenhorough had excited the indignation of the 
thsOimt* DirtK-’torship of the East India. Company, by a dine of 
UflJ‘ conduct which - seemed to imply that lie was toy well 

assured .of the favour of the Duke of Wellington and the 
British .Cabinet, to greatly concern himself as to the ap
proval his proceedings might meet with from the Direc
tory. Great, therefore, was the sensation created both 
m India and at home by the sadden recall of Lord 
Elleaborough, in consequence of the vote of the Court of
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Directors, in the exercise of their legitimate' power. not, cuav.xvm. 
only without consulting with the government, but in A M ism. 
di rect opposition to .its expressed opinions. The D A e of'
Wellington openly and severely censured their proceed- tWrnsloVir 
iVig's, and it was generally arhHpattxi th a tan  not so em- 
bairiwalng, if hot huudliatiug-to the .-government, and to jbiitciury. 
one of Its chief "leaders'; would have led to still more 
direct collision in. the choice" of a- successor. Such anti
cipations, however, Were not realised. Sir Henry' Hr.in
dulge was selected to- succeed to the important trust, sn- Henry 
On t he 6th of May 1844 , he was ap pointed by'the Court .'.^^ed  
of Directors to the office-of Governor-g'oneval of India, and 
the Grown immediately:;confirmed the choice. This.bold Rt" '1 
and decisive- measure.of the Court of Directors excited 
much discussion and considerable diversity of -feeling for 
a time; .but the contrast between the worded proceed
ings'Of-Lord Kdenborougb, and the'unobtrusive coarse 
adopted- by Lord Hardinge, speedily’reconciled 'all parties 
interested in- the affairs o f India to the • change of its 
governor--general-

The country of the Mahrattas still fcoiitimied in a dis- 
orderly and disturbed state, and ) eqtured the prest-wu of muu.-uUd̂  
a-'considerable 'military force to .hold the insurgents In 
chech. Many of the difficulties -unquestionably origi
nated in thu complicated system of Karteru policy, which 
has grown out of the circumstances by which ft trading 
company gradually-assumed the character of conquerors 
and rulers. T h e system ' of 'permitting independent1 or EvUh vt 
subsidiary priuceator ra jahs to sway their feeble '.sceptres 
Within the British dominions Ms been again and again 
"condemned, as hading to the very Worst consequences..
British mleiv have , thereby frequently been unvyiilingly 
made accessory to acts of'which they could not approve, 
while such petty principalities become the centres of con
stant intrigue, and generally prove a barrier to any effec
tual measures for the improvement of the people.

The Punjaub Continued for many months to funds'll 
the 'xuost'novel ind unexpected phases of intelligence.
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c.:i/wv.cvii. Each sfrccesaive Indian’ snail brought accounts of new 
a'iM t revolutions, massacres, sfe®asrfnatioiri3, and fepfielirtfr 

ia'toeuceof P,ott*IJg3 and sohemings, leafli ig to no rlo&iite Eettie- 
Uie un*B«wd meat, any keeping rap a feeling of anxiety ana ahrin 
gowraufeiiv. throughout orav whole Indian ’possessions. where so m&riy 

elements exist ready to be excited into opposition ami 
rebellion upon every ne# impediment or threat of dan
ger to British supremacy in Ift'diiv The army of obser
vation was still maintained on tire banks of theSutledg'©.
From time to time,' skirmishes,- assaults, and sorties, di
versified the dull routine of their passive line of duty, 
and kept, their leaders on the alert. Politicians’ mean- 

Schemes of while ’continued to discus;? tlvs propriety of the anuexa- • 
tion of the Pmajaub to-bur Indian empire to rottrvd its 
neWififn frontiers, and. free i t  from the gteltos anxiety1 
■which must result from '.he proceedings of a barharbns 
people in a constant state of revolution. maintaining sth- 
dis’ciplinwd hordes of fierce soldiery ready to take advan
tage of ihe first necessity that might induce ns'to ’fri&tl 
the army on their frontier, to make aggro**Ve inroad* 
on our own possogsions.
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CHAPT.EE XVIII.

Wan tM Punjavl\

CKurMfl statu orelrt Panjawt)" —Influence #  Brittob-polic*—IH*«.
• p a r i n g  m»hiM>«c«p.>.te»iMf tJ »  M te s - tb e n  origin «Wd r.lnpilor 
riiiuacter—Act* of <i£we»sj<>n--War by tbo J-riUnb—
Tinr battlo of &ioortK«e~.Us uncertain rwwl.^'-Bnttle of ForoK:.-. 
shah—Critical position of tbe BriUnh froiri insufflcifme suppliM—
Assault on their oomby™Victory of A'eewat—I f  iinportant re- 

••imtla-i.General bstimtion of Indipn policy—Batti. tf  Solnaon— 
passing of the Sufclettgo—'forms of peace—Frond, bearing of the 
vaxKjn thmi.

Fo r!, many months the new® of each mail which brought cp ap. xv of. 
to England information of the state of her vast Eastern a . j>. is  is. 
possessions, consisted chiefly of confused and alarming KeTO]nttto.. 
rumours of revolutions, tumult®,. m i  assassination, m m  j g « ^  
the Panjauh. A large military force was cojicen traced 
on the hanks of the Sutledge, and war was regarded a® 
inevitable, however long circumstances r.-ghc delay the 
commencement of bosHitiee. Very greet mmpprehen- 
sioti however existed, both in India and at home, ** to 
the character of the Seiks, or the nature of the prepara
tions requisite for meeting any aggressions on their part- 
go universal was' the conviction of their disorderly m i  
mutinous state, and of M  want of any supreme power 
among them, calculated to secure that unanimity of ac
tion on which the success of great military movements eo
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CH<v.P.xvni, '.0r«»% depends, -tliat' w*iep at length. thy long-expected 

; 4 {, ';;..5. co,lwu>tt i0°1' :Place.> both the g-Dveirnor-g-enera] 'aud the.
commander-In-chief were found to >- .va overlooked .Home 
of tho most indispensable prepa radons for war. Oonsi- 
^ ‘.Uf the lengthenedperiod during -which war with the 

. ’ Seiks had b$m anticipated, and a.irrangeirients made for
resisting their threatened aggressions, it may well asln- 
i*%h the reader to learn of the difficulties which imped d 
the first operations of ]>'-'rd Cooghj when hostilities were 
commenced by the Seikumny crossing the Sulledge. 
Captain. Ounninglwin, the impartial historian of (hr 
Seiks, seeks to show that, although the h u t  '-aggressive . 
movements were undoubtedly made by th. Seiks, the 

fh § |J  -  IhigUsi) were guided rather by the selfish and short-
pi'iiey. sighted policy which, guards. ag*»infc immediate danger.,

theii by the wise and honourable foresight which should 
direct tiro councils of avi enlightened.. nation when 
dealing with a .people esteemed in owrv respect their 
inferior?. He accordingly conceives, that the open pre
paration.? for defensive, aud, if necessary* for offensive 
measures, which marked the .progress of the army of ob
servation, appeared in the estimation of a mdw. people us 
bo many acts of designed hostility deliberately maralmilal 
■■:>r ftn- *tl’ l,ck on their country whenever a convenient 
opportunity offered. -"The saruo defective .apprehension,’* 

*0™?$*“’* &U‘- 6 tbiS iilielli^ent officer» “ which saw no mark of lios- 
iZmYo t5%  in collecting boj.tiii for bridges- across a boundary 
pwiiarsttons river, and which paid no regard to the -effect on a; rude 

people, with more, to feat than to hope, of displaying an 
army with no toad before it except, that to Lahore, also 
led the confident English to persevere in. despising or 
m.i-..mdeisUnding the spirit ot the discijtlp.-’ of Govjnci to 
an extent which almost proved fetal to the continuity of 

t a f f i t L r  t M r t « k  . In *8.42, the Seiks were held to beun- 
M»e Soils#. equal to cope with the Afghans, and even to be inferior 

m martial qualities to the population of. the Jummio 
lulia.  ̂ In 1845, the Lahore soldiery was called ft '•'rabble’ 
in .sober official despatches, and although ..subsequent
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descriptions allowed the Regiments to bo composed of the OHAV.xvxt;, 
yeoTna'my of the coiintry, the array was' still declared to A., ^  
be daily deteriorating aa a military body. I t is, indeed, ConMflJ)6eof 
certain that English officer and Indian Sepoys equally rm easy vie-- 
believed they were about to win battles- by matching-t0'T 
steadily and by the discharge of a few artillery shots, 
rather than • b y  skilful dispositions, hard fighting,-and a 
prolonged contest. The English not only 'undervalued' 
their enemy, but they likewise mistook the form which, 
the long-expected• aggressions of the Boiks would assume.
It was not thought that ‘in ministry, or even that the 
army would have’the courage- to cross the river in force, 
and' to court an equal contest ; the known treasonable Wsrogard (i;- 
views of the chiefs, and, the unity and depth of feeling 
which: possessed the troops were equally disregarded, soikwiunaw 
and it Continued to be believed 'that'a  desultory warfare 
would'sooner or later ensue, which would require the 
British to' Interfere, but which would still enable them 
to do ?o at. tlieir own convenience. Tints hods for bridges, 
and regiment* and guns, the-provocatives to a war, ware 
sufficiently 'numerous!; -but food and 'ammunition, and Twefflcrcot 
carriage and hospital stores, such an wore necessary tor a m v,lva. 
campaign, Were all beland at Poll' 1 or Agra, or- till re- 
jaaMed to be collected.” Thui, at the very time when a 
soldier v.*rs at the head of the Indian government, dis 
t i n g u i s h  •<! for military 'expenonefe ns well ati for courage 
and sound judgment, the army was allowed b- take the 
held in every way worse provided and equipped than had 
been the case when an inexperienced and rash Civilian 
held the office of'governor-general.

It Is only now that the peculiar characteristics of the Origin of the 
gtfks'is coming to be rightly understood. Their origin ,4'"k' 
is traced back to the sixteenth century, when Narrefc 
and Goviud, two Khntree p r o p h e t s ,  rtfovined a few con
verts to a doctrine of religious and social r e f o rm , Isom 
among the peasants of BKlidro and the southern banks of 
the'Sutledge. It is not necessary here, however, to trace 
t h e i r  history further than to remark, that by the time



citap.x vin. the grits came info collision w i t h  the British-' empire i.:>
A £ J iiS. India,, they had gw»n into a powerful nation, behind 

together not only by social and political ties, but by the 
..otnfj; of still more stringent hands of a common creed, The 
totwfcMo-‘,e history of MehauunedameKi furnishes sufficiently striking 
hanitnt'duna evidence of the vemavkable-effects- that may result from.

such a source, and- the Sfeiks, or “disciples,”'appear to be 
hot a whit behind the smi of the- Arabian prophet’s ■ fol
lower* in.-their devotion to the -1 Khalw..,” or-chosen, 
people. Tlie powerful -influence of such a bond of unjjpa 

' can hardly be - over-rated,-though 'importunately the true 
character of the Seik nation was. completely mi sunder 

tenonuioa of gfcwsd previous to tix.'j war j ami the source, as welf a» the 
uiur'royolu-1 spi®H, of the continued revolutions which created such 
tsona. alarm on the northern frontiers, of British India, entirely 

escaped the notice of 'the sagacious diplomatists- who 
conducted our intercourse with that people. It. would 
now seem, that SO far from the revolutions and tumults 
being the evidences of disunion-and revolt 'among that 
people, they originated in their devotion to the ci&eh- 

psitiiiessBM* tial elements'of their singular polity, while i t :wHs the 
rtrthea#! successive rulers who struggled with them and sought 

alliances with the English that were in reality mutineers 
and rebels against the state. Ambition, and the desire 
for unlimited power, overcame in the minds of euccearive 
Srik rulers the earlier bonds of good faith as member; of 
the Kh&lee, out the very cause of alienation' between the 
rulers and the people, supplied a strop je : bond of union 

Spirit of Pie to the latter. The soldiery talked 0/ riiemtelves as pte- 
Seifc sotflters. the “ Pttfrt’h, Khsdsajee,” or congregation of

believers, and their leaders were owed into submission 
by the resolute' spirit with which they were animated. 
I t  wks by this united and resolute body that-successive'' 
revolution? were brought about, and one ruler after an
other dethroned and put to death, Doubtless such a 

Jtt8twn*u--f state of things was well calculated to excite’■uneasmo.oi 
Anxiety. among neighbouring state, and might perhaps be yu&tly 

enough characterized both as fanatic and reyolufiona-y,

t ' :10  w /» n  (N T u t ;  P i A . i . u r r .
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according. kk-.-ino?e civilised notions of social m d political cwp. xvriu 
compacts. Nevertheless,, it .vae manifestly something. A 
altogether different from-the .mutinies and - rebellions ol 
an ordinary army of ■ hireling, soldiery, such as has most, 
commonly. opposed o«j: arms in the East, where the only 
boivtl which .secure*., the services, of the-soldiery ia the 
prospect of pay and plunder. The aspect of the Seik singular 
ani'Q j indeed, is q-je-c altogether Kii'igw!a.r, and. to a disin- 
terested observer ptmarhably. interesting'. The soldiery 
are 'seen animated by a lofty -spirit- 'of patriotic daring,: 
aided doubtless hy the fierce fire of fanatic zeal, whilo 
the .Beik leaders, are frequently found secretly- counter
acting .their bravel efforts, arid.mote effectually checking, 
their success:than, the enemy by whom they ate openly 
opposed. “ ri'hfe .object of Lai- Srag and Tej Sing.’' says l»i amiTi-j1 
Captain Cujm it igUana, in describing some, of the early-mfev 
proceedings of the Seths-,■ ‘- was not .to. compromise them- 
selves with ;,h* .English by destroying an isolirtotldivtsidn, 
but to 'get.their,own troops dispersed by the. eoiivorgiag 
forces of their opponents, Their desire was to be upheld 
as the ministers, of-a dependent kingdom by. grateful c'.n- 
qperdrs, -su’ they thus deprecated an attack on Far<«e-~ 
ppre, and assured the local British authorities of. tiieiz. 
s-scret and efficient, good will. ]?.ut these men had also ramble beui- 
te  ksep up;an appearance, of devotion to ..the interests 
their .country, and they urged the necessity of leaving- 
the. easy prey of a cantonment- untouched, until the 
leadwa of the-English should be attacked,, and the fame 
of the Kbalsa exalted by the captivity or -death of ft 
govcrnor-gcc.ei’al. The Selk army itself Understood the 
necessity of unity ofcounseMn -the. affairs of war, .and. the Wise |«iiey 
power of the -regimental and other committees- was. tem* 1 
porariiy suspended by an agmenw*r>t wit it the executive 
heads of the state, which enabled .these unworthy men to 
effect their base object* - with - comparative ease. Novel 
tholes-*., in the ordinary military i»rangetm:nt*i -of-occupy - 
ing'positions -and distributing infantry- and, cavalry, .the 
generals and inferior commanded aided for. themselves,
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cuaf.xvt,ii, and;. .all had to pay some roi»p«ct to the spirit which ani- 
.v.pa84S. mated the private soldiers hi >h*ir rgAilincn to do battle 

for the commonwealth, of tfovind, Tiby effects of this 
’v . . e n t h u s i a s t i c  unity of purpose- in an army, hg&dfed bv men:

• not Ottly •ienosunt of warfare, bat stndionsly treacherouscmf'bMHS&e - :a , , , , , , ..
a>«‘. toward*) their followers, was. c«nupicnjU.i.dy vnahlo m rhe

speediness with which numerous heavy guns and abun
dance of grain and ammunition were brought .-across.® 
large rivet-. r’Efery- Seih considered the tm«e as his owu. 

ii. i!y co- -and-he -would work as.a labourer as wail as carry- a  mus-. 
X ,'jSrtte°f h e t; he - would .drag •gur.'s, drive bwllCfiks, lead camels, 

and load and u nloadbgats with, a cheerful, alacrity, which 
■contrasted strongly with the.inapt and sluggish obedience 
of ;nere: mercenaries, drilled, indeed, and fed with. skill 
and! cat^.-btit unharmed hy-o»e genaradf;|oelpg; for their 
country or their foreign epiTdoyets ” Here, therefore, 

s^-tority the Sepoy-force, hy’wh-ich. so much has been accomplished 
wtiK'.sepoys. £or power in India,- was opposed by nabiyo'dol-

die:r% actuated .by all the inspiring influences of patriotic 
feolirig, as. well as -by the wilder fire of -lunatic zeal, It, 
was doubly incumbent on British India to lean for safety 
on the indomitable .energy and valour of. her European 
droops, who could alone be safely entrusted to cope with 
such's foe. ■ ■

acts of Tint ilrsl-aers ,»f aggression were chamcterwtic of the 
ag'.twsioa THici'dlized race, with-.whom collision had become inevi

table. Intelligence, reached Fcroswpore, on the 5th of 
net-ember 184S, that a  party of Seiks had crossed. the 
river -carried oil fifty of our camels, with, which they 

. had ret rained their steps*, in order to. distribute the booty 
in their, own'camp. Several parties of their horse con
tinuing:.,on the left hank, it was* deemed ad v isable, on the 
same day on which '.this.information arrived, to send off 
a strong- force for the purpose of protecting some military 
stores that wore on their way from Phurrumkoie to 
jK'oroKepore, On the- *?th, three days’ supplies were or
dered to be laid in by the different, regiments,.And it war 
.-opposed- that operations against the Seiks would be
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commenced without delay, -This, however, was not the CR aj\ m il ,  
case, the messtiviv being merely ode of precaution, On r,“̂ ; 
the 3th, the Seik troops began to appear1 in large masses . 
on the right bank of the Sutledge, amt their number^ oh tliTs'TksVif 
the two following: days, greatly increased-: - they had a the zwtie.tw- 
good deal of artillery with them, winch - they were con* 
atantly disrfiargwg.- From opposite Ferozepnrti; they 
occupied the bank of the river as fa-v as Hurreekec ghaut, 
some thirty-five miles distance, and considembk- parties 
o f thSir cavalry crotiised to the left bank, within their 
own 'territory, however, and commenced cutting off sup ■ Hanw.:nr: 
plies, in. a manner which led to some apprehensions b, -*»n<Muvy(.-a. 
Feroxeporo that-their store of firewood and bhoosa might 
run short. Between the 8th '.and 11th,: thirty more 
camels :were carried off to the other side of the river, 
making a total of eighty. On the 9th or 30th, the main 
body that was opposite Ferozepore changed its position, 
and moved a little tip Ihe river towards the Humeka;! 
ghaut, and a turnout having found its way to k etoztpor •• 
on tho night of the 10th, that the Sinks were crossing in 
n'ambers, the assistant ■ quartermaster-genera], Captain 
Egerton, -'was directed to reconnoitre early on the fol
lowing morning. He 'went, escorted by a squadron of 
the 8th light cavalry, and on approaching the-point a t  
winch he expected to find them, he left the escort behind 
and rode forward with two orderlies. The St-iks. wey# ptvJ* tw;( 
seen to be busy collecting boats about eight mih-n from- of ;il-! Jy ■ 
Fefozepore. a-little 'beyond; our boundary line, ami they 
no sooner perceived Captain Egertbn than they fired 
upon him. It would appear that the men who fired were 
on the left hank of the river, and only some 600 yards 
from Captain Egerton. Certain it is tha t the hails fell 
around him. and that the moment the bring commenced 
by the party, the alarm was given Hr* the whole- camp, 
the drums beat to arras, and the whole of the force turned 
out with great rapidity. I t  was now evident to all that 
a Punjaub campaign was. inevitable. The whole of the 
ladies in the governor-general’® camp took their depar-



I  <SL
5$*''' . 700 WAUIN THU TONJAUt?.

.fiiup; XVTU-tuta'.atid returned to Umbalkh, white orpins were Issued 
A.;fSJ Jftis; -to troops in all dmictions to. tnove Tip with &\l practicable 

haste to the frontier. Tbti gwv.emoivgeo^*ail- paid -si. hiu- 
fieri visit -to' liOrtrliaiMi on the l i th ,  soul inspected the 

kghptf ■ troops there, returning afterwards-to Sh'hmd. The 8eik 
vakeel jit Boodiam received M b while -ite  Brfo
tielitfgehfe ai the Laho-revfeouct were ordered- in .withdrew 
thmnselves--"* ;aure sign of coming hostilities. By the

■  12th', about 10,000 Seiks had oroyscd.1 ,th.e .-river, with.
twenty-seven - guns, at a place about twelve ms],es from 
Feroaepow, and on the ,13th they were1 seven wiles from 
that, station, crossing, men and guns, by a,-bridge of boats, 
with-.-great - activity a n.d--expedition» Tim IstiieB at Jtem> 
at/pore .were - now aJi sent-.-into. the -fort Jor .safety, and 
an immediate.at,tack was expected.” Op. the, 13th, the 

rpociawiv- govern oi^generai issued a |»,oclamatioh, ...setting tort h the
g^Jlw.* yi(rm and ••objects .of the British government, and m u -
Keweiwt. wotting all the chiefs and sirdars of the protected, terri

tories to render faithful service. against the ctwimpn 
enemy.

Startling The Indian mail .of February 1846] which brought 
nmit'Ui7. Of advfbeft from Bombay up to the M  <>f-the.pr»vious month, 

startled all who. sympathized • in the fortunes of our 
Eastern empire, with the news .that -a great-battle had 
been fought on the banks of the Sutledge, while it left 
the result in the utmost uncertainty, Bum our im
mensely exaggerated -the -number of the-Seik forces, -an.l 
the public wind, still agitated with the recollection of 
•the early reverses iu--Afghanistan, was thrown anew into 
a state' of feverish ex-dtement by tiw-natwe.of.the iisfor- 
matiun thus .imperfectly conveyed.

Qijfence of Sir- John la tiler had neon left with a body of 7000 
i .u-c-Kejioro. mfiIi (0 defend the exposed post ox Feroiwpore. This-was 

■menaced by the overwhelming forces ofothe Seiks, hue 
the British commander shov ed a. resolute and undaunted 
front, and boldly led out his little forex; to give them 
battle. Hod the Seik leaders been as resolutely bent on 
the defeat and - extermination of their opponents as the
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faithful Kb also- were, it may he well boubted if all the oa.vr svm  
heroism of title isolated .divtoon of the British -ftrsny 4 p. imj. 
would bfeve saved it froin dfesiraetion. But Lai Suig and 
Tej Bing were both profotbly-ln .greater 'head of ttieir jioMcy ol1 fha 
•SeJk - followers than of their.. British foes, and I'egaTded sut. .u' .tii 
the thauees of-victory w ith.grater dread thaw the ptoa- 
...•leot of a defeat, which would -disperse the- .n.tlmei»stic- 
Seiks, who, amid- all their fickleness to their leaders, 
maintained .‘Ait kuimpeachaWe fidelity to their feith. A 
.battle, hewevefc, h«4 -become inevitable, and the rumours 
■which conveyed the first uncertain, .and contradictory 
reports, magnified the. difficulties experienced by the 
British forces into renewed disaster®, if no^alwotutu de
feat, 'Doubts and fears, however, were speedily di^n.ps.tcd 
by the arrival of well-authenticated m m  of victory, 
though- pwebased at a cost which served to temper the 
rejoicings at a partial triumph with *nauy -ears.

The find battle fought with the Seiks took p l» e  on g g i g  
the m i  of j&wsembar, between the Ambala and .buo- 
•liana divisions of the British army, which had. beon.pr-n. 
tlenily united by order-of Loni Harding 11 and a detach- 
meat of the Seik army tinder La! Bing.. The two 
armies mot at Moodkee, twenty, mikiSifeoih Feiwzepore, 
and the Selks iranw'fliateiy begun the attack. The whole 
forces under Lord Dough amounted to about. 11 ,000, n̂ at*tVt 
while the Brfki wore estimated at 30,000 men, *fttn forty 
guns. Tim estimate,. however, .appeal* to nav greatly 
exaggerated-" their number, and Captain Onnvungliam 
oven, inclines to doubr, if they much exceeded t»« British 
nr numbers. The Seiks were repulsed with severe loss, 
and seventeen of their guns were taken ; but the British 
learned in the battle.of Moodkee the valour of the enemy 

. they had h, .contend' with. The forces of Lord ^
already xoO few, were reduced by ft loss of 21b killed atid "kimv. 
657 wounded : W ong the former of whom were Major- 
generals Sir % bcrt Sale and Sir John M‘Caskdl. The 
commandor-in-dhief remarks in his despatch* “ The 
troops were' in a state of-great exhaustion, principally


