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CHAR XYL, trum the want of watcr, whwh was nm’ procum.b}o on
the rond, when, about three P inforrontion was ve-
Jceived that the Seik avuy was advanding 3 and the
' troops had scaroely'time to get under ayms, and move to
f their positions, when the fact was ascertaived. . T imme-
s dintely poshed. forward the horse artilery and cavalry,
- Mecting of | directing the infantr o aécompamed by she ficld batteries,
o wmios 44 move forward in support, . We ' had ‘not proceeded
heyond ‘two milés when we found the enemy.  'They
' evxdmﬂv ‘had either jnst taken up this posltmn, or were'
advancing in order of batile against ve. Mo resist their
 abtack, “and o cover the formation of the infantry, T
advanced the cavalvy under Bmgadwrs ‘White, Gough, and
Mactier, vapidly to «the front, in colutans of squadrons;
and occupied the plain, - They were speedily followed by
‘the five traops of horse artillery, under Bnga:lmrBr@oica,

' who took up a forward position, having the cavaly
_ ehavacter of on his fanks,’ The country is & dead flag, cowmd at
theeountry. gl fntervals with a low, but;in some plases, thick

jhow jungle, and dotted with sandy hillocks. | The ene- .
my screened their induntry and artillery behind this
jungle, and such undulations as the ground afforded;;
and, whilst our twelve battalions formed from echellon ﬂf ]
hr;_ga.de into line, opencd o very severe cannonade upon
our advancing ‘troops, wiich was vigorously veplied to
by the battety of horse artillery under Brigadier Brooke,
which was soon joined by the two light field batteries. The
rapid and well-directed fire of our artillery appeared soon
“to paralyse that of the enemy; and, as it was necessary

Tectitsct  to complete our infantry dispositions withdut advancing

we e the artillery too ner to the jungle, 1 directed the cavalny.

under Bugm]m:s White and Gough to make a flank
movement on the enemy’s left, with a view of threaten-
ing and twming that flank, if possible, With praise-
worthy gallantry, the 3d light dragoons; with the 2d
brigade of cavalry, consisting of the hody guard and 5th
light cavalry, with ‘a purtwn of the dth Jancers, turned
the left- 01 the Seik army, and, sweepiny along the whole
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rear of its infantry and guns, silenced for a time the lat- qﬁgp@jﬁ;m_
ter, and put their numerous cavalry to fight. Whilst 4 ;e
this movement was, taking place on the enemy's left, T = "0
directed the remainder of the 4th Jancers, the 9th irre-
aular enyaley, under Brigadier Mactier, with a light field
Lattery, to threaten their right. ' This maiiceuvre was
also snccessful. . Had not the infantry and gung of the Formidable
enctuy been  screened by the jungle,” these brilliant [k
- chavges of the cavalry would have been productive of artillery.’
greater effect. . When the infantry sdvanced to the ai-
tack, Brigadier Brooke rapidly pushed on his horse antil-
lery close to the jungle, and the cannonade was reswined
on both sides.  The infantry, under Major-generals Sir
Harry Soith, Gilbers, and Sir John M‘Caskill, attacked
in echellon of lines the enewy’s infantry, almost invisi-
bl amongst wood and the approaching darkness of night.
The opposition of the enemy was such as might linve Resolnce
* been expected from troopswho had every thing at stpke, (PP «f
" and who had long vaunted of being irresistible, - Theiv
ample and extended line; frow their great superiority of -
nurnbers, far outflanked ours ; but this was counteractad
by the flank movements of our cavalry, The attack of
the infantry now comaenced, and the vell of fire from
this: powerful arm soon convinced the Seik army thal,
they had met with ‘o foe they littie expected. Theid
whole force was driven from position after position with Diiven from
great slaughter, and the loas of seventeen piages of aytile RN ™
lery, some of them of heavy calibre; our infantry using
that never-failing weapon, the bayonet, whenever the -
enemy stood, « Night only saved thom from worse disus~
ter, for this stout conflict was maintained during an hour
and & half of dim sterlight, amidst & eloud of dust from
the sandy plasn which yet more ohseured every object.”

The! experience aequired by this victory taught thie 2xpertence
PBritish Teaders the necessity for bringing every available ;‘l:;i;l:tﬁl;}
mesns to’ bear against their brave and, resplute enemy. © 0
When it became gvident that the Seiks were marching in
force towards ths Sntledge, bent on essuming the initia
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CHAP.XVITL tive in the war, Lord Hardinge prooeded to the expect-
o soene of contest, and made the somewhat novel ar-
Sl vangement. of tendering his services o an officer to the
rangement  commander-in-cliief, and assuniing the position of sacond
of the kover- in. command under his own subordinate. By ihie ar-
reganeral, i AR : LR Dol i
2 yamgements which he effected the largest possible force
L was placed at the command of Lord Gough, to oppose the
UGt invadevs.  According to ‘the governov-goneral’s
* despateh, the Seik army, which occupied the intrenched
*osmp ab Ferozeshah, amounted to 60,000 men, while
fhie British forces apposed to them did not execed 17,000
Esttmates of ‘mnen.  Captain Cunningham, however, in his history of
fheeile || b Seiks, altogether questions the evidece of this very
U avent dispavity  He states the forces of the enemy as
_ s amounting perhaps o 40,000 1 hut ha acknowledges that '
ol " their numbers were further increased by numerous bos
: © dies of undiseiplined hovse, while their artillery included
| 150 picces, served with the most desperate valour; a
. well as with great eoolness and skill. | “AL Terozeshah,”
Tuett great says Captain Cunningham, *the Targer “calibre and
:‘:}’E;ji‘;i") o veater woight of metal of the muss of the Seilk artillery,
“and consequently the superiority of practice relatively
to thut of the field guns of the Engtish, was markedly
apparent in the condifion of the two parks after the bit-
tle. The captured cannon showed scarcely any marks
of round shot or shells, while nearly a thivd of the Byi-
tish guns were disabled in their chvringes or tumbrils.”
"Victory achieved against such a force, hy an army eom-
. posed in part of native mercenatics, and dependent for

o4, A oy e BN AR,

AD, 1845

its sustaining eneryy and perseverance on the British
officers and the Ewopean troops, composing a minority
. of its Timited numbers, requires no exaggeration to stamp

it wish the eharacter of a splendid achievement.
New post The Seik army. encarmped in the form of & horse-
by tis sane” shoe around the village of Ferozeshuh, about ten miles
wrny,  from the sceme of their partial defeat at Moodkee, and
nearly at an equal distance ‘from Werozepore.  On the
9let 'of Decembur a junction was effected with Sir John



my’ ,pom
'oc;surred bef re the ar ! :
. anditwas within 8 bqfOre the assiult wa
S commemed _Gapialn -_('Junninghnib whu f‘aﬂan_. fh_ﬂ

I ]

 cerdings of Q\n,‘ opponents nof likely to bs detatled in ey RO

: ofﬁtﬁl gzmat,tes, remivls'of the 0 m,eemngn o {ﬁu. i A N
 Ing of the 818t Decentber i il ‘confident Bolishind |0
at dagh rab D feld. r.hey wanted § 1hev warehied i bven

mﬂ-a}' H.nd ’:mu Tmod 'miile]} opened dts” steady fie, )
L But the. gins of the Reiks were sirved” with api LS Unesysenats

- and precision, and the faot soblives stao hetwoen ahd Al
| behiand the Fmtthrws, iy v their wrder, sod active with'
the;r ruskets | The resssﬁame met Wil wiothy unex- i

pestad, and aII' ,:mﬁtl mth faﬁﬁi;}ﬁinnenf (funs were |

1) dlsmm!nred : .tmr} tltur amrnumtm‘n m.s biown 0o uu. .

Dﬂ‘l klﬁ%ﬁﬂ and f‘en f!nllm of

},w Imghal} into eon- }lj: S

tom i "tize wneay-
upnu nw:aca of ‘sol-__

tmtted Hh auarmf\n of th(. wam;lui memy !;_f L,Ht«- _
3"8‘ fires of brashwodd o tmrm theis stifivved Hpahe
. The posttion of tho anlim Was ohe of cend :Lw;r&?r a7l D snrive
great porplexity; their mercenarios) hiad yroved. them: :‘"fui;;“‘

pelves gwl soldmm in fordign countyies a3 “bli a8, 00 ,
Inﬂm itself, when discipline was’ Bittle ¥oowa, or while

- nm,ceea wa»a umtmun s & buérm £ few nm.m Lhe: fms




fy lmomble mght. the_E:glmh were hardly maate:rs of the
SR they stood ; they hati 1o reserve. at.
~ hand, while the Bnam.yi;had fa.ﬂ )
AL S and cordd Fenew the fighf. m 1_1' m«'rcrmd 11111n~ H
) AR T gl ﬁ.hers._ o not mprident: L‘{mugut nrcurred of rwtw gj- ha
iR Gy Femmpo , bt Lior & Gamgh’a ﬁmntiem Spirte 0
: counelled ol erwise, aud his own and Terd Fardinge's:
'-parqcmal Hetrapidity, dn storaing atteries, ab the head of
~ tigops of Hnglish gent.lamen and bands of thaly. yeoe
men, e's"mtmliy ztcim:ved & pnrﬁ r&i smmew uné! Lt ﬂ@mm-
S it O w}msf- . i
'cmas R R vu:tor*v ot ﬂla follcwing flav, tlw :mdul
' _lﬁj‘;;fc‘ﬁ,';' forian of the Beike pscribes. fully as much to the fait) &
j o pastllaniaty of theic feaders, as (o the. ahill and valosr
‘of e Eoglishs Mhe Jatter ware il provisitned,
 muforing fropy eold and thivet,  They wees led o :.ha Wy
wikaok ore the evening of the A, fmhans‘ceu with fan |
Ahgoo, and un:LeIwVed frouy !mngtl' and, Phivst, '/ Whmt.
Cmight sk s teniporaxy elose 0 the section, there wasstill
. nunhn food nor drink to be had,snd il exbausted sol-
Olshonrten arore Had to Ko down dn . thaie arms duriqg hss: dreud—"
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lieading an overwhelmning force against which victory amar. VI
had alveady been twice worl with such difficulty and ‘“:'Ttw
~ severe losges. During the battle, both on the 21st and ; el
924, the governoy-general commanded the left wing of the R
army, while Lord Gough personally conducted the rvight.
The night that intervened between the commenceinent Pause in the
~‘and the close of the battle of Ferozeshah must have been ;‘;:ﬂfeffm
' one of the deepest anxiety to the British commanders;
noxr were even the exhausted troops allowed to slumber
in peace, where they lay, with their arms at their side, ’
veady with the dawn to venew the bloody struggle.
“ Night fell,” says Lord Gough iu bhis despatch, “ while
{He' conflict was everywhere raging. Although I now
- brought up Major-geperal Sir Harry Smith’s, division,
and he captured and long retained another part of the Precarious
position, and her Majesty’s 3d light dragoons charged and progaRis
took some of the most formidable batterics, yet the ene-
iny remained in possession of a considerable portion of
the great quadrangle, whilst our troops, intermingled
with theirs, kept possession of the remainder, and finally
bivouacked upon it, exhausted by their gallant efiorts,
greatly reduced in numbers, and suffering extremely sufferings
from thirst, yet animatsd by an idomitable spirit, In A1 loses
this state of thinge the long night wore away. Near the
middle of it, oue of their lieavy guns was advanced, and
played with deadly effect wpon our troops, - Sir Henry .
Hardinge immediately formed her Mujesty’s 80th foot
and the Tst European light infantry. They were led to
the uftack by their commanding officers, and animated in
their exertions by Lieutenant-colonel Wood, who was
wounded in the outset. The 80th captured the gux, and
the enemy, dismayed by this counter-check, did not ven-
ture 1o press on further, During the whole ight, how- y1oung
ever, they continued to harass ouwr troops by fre of porehe 4
artillery, wherever ‘moonlight discovered our position, u'fgt{‘ftm
But adds the commander-in-chief, © with daylight
came retribution. Ourinfantry formed in line, supported
v both flanks by borse artillery, wlilst a five was opened
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CHAP. XV fun i our oentm by sach of our heav y gnus as, mmmned g

,,"'"{m effective, aided by a flight of rockets. A masked Dattery

pmyed with great effoct upon this pomb dwnmmhmg
Ef(.;f&l“ our pieces, and blowing - our tumhmlﬂ At this mo- -

ment Lieutenant-geness| St Henry Hardinge placed
_ himself at the head of the left, v.‘nu-lt I rode at the j
Complate. head of the nght. wing,  Our line advn.nmd and, un*
Hecha e ehecked by the eremy’s five, drove them mp:dly out
. of the villagy of Ferozeshah and their encampment ;
then, changing front to its left, on its centre, our force,
“continned to sweep the eanp, hearmg down all tappo—
sition, and dislodged the enemy from. their ‘Whole posi-
tion. The live then uaited as if on ‘& day of manceuvre,
veeeiving its two leaders, as ‘they rods along irs {ront,
with & gratifymg rheer, and d:splaymg the captnred
Catweof - standards of the Khalsa army.  We 'had taken upwards
the eherny’y o seventy-three pleces o{' carmon, amd wem ms.st«.rs af i

e ~of the whole field.” . _
Opportene The vic*ory was most opper{.m.e, and m;ght weﬂ ﬁfl ;
it the yainds of all with joy and gratltude. hevezﬁheh &,

though & complete, it was not o decisive victory! he
Seiks had, indeed, been routed and driven from the
field. % For twenty-four hours,” says Lord Gough in his
despatel, “not a Seik has appeared in our front, . The
remains of the Khalsa army ave suid to be in full retreat
across the Sutledge, or marching np its Teft, banl, towards
Husreekeeputhur, in tie greatest confusion and dmma}

. Their gamp is the scene of 'the most awfv} earnige, and
they have abandoned higa stoves of grain, camp equi-
page, and ammunition.” - However satisfactor 'y suely’

Exnnstet  evidences of flight roight be, the narration, of the coms
Sttt mander-in-chief betrays the fact that the exhausted vie-

:  tors had been unable to follow in pursuit of the retreating
foe, and that the flying Seiks, who might have been seit-
tered, and n"mtuevabTy broken by a timely pursuit, bad
been a.]lnwcd to eross the Sutledge al their leisure, and
to reform on the opposite bank.  The loss of the British

whs very severe, ‘The official despatchea state 694 killed
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‘and 1721 wounded, or 2415 in all, amounting to-abiout a CHAP.XYILL,
seventh of the whole British force in the field. A TT;M
‘When the details of the victory of Ferozeshah were .. 1 it

reported to the British public through the official de- if,";,“‘;‘?_.ﬁif;‘;?’
spatches, the news was received with gloomy forehodings vIGtORR 7\ o
vather thun with the wonted ‘exultstions that follow in
‘the train of victory. The commander-in-chief’s conduct

was made the subject of unsparing exiticism, He was

blamed alike for his ignorance of the formidablecondition

of the Seik army, and for the hardihood with which De

had exposed his army to such fearful odds; and incurred

the risk of defest as well as the certainty of such severe i
Toss a6 liis despatehes acknowledged, Even his tacties in Unreasoria
{he field were freely discussed and censured, and the s T S
¢ited critics geemed disposed to make the British general

r_esp‘onsible alike for the bravery of the Seiks, and for his

own inferiority in numbers and artillery. The want of

proper supplies hoth of previsions and ammunition was
unguestionably an oversight of the gravest vature, though

yot justly chargeable ou the commander-in-chief,  From _

the want of the latter, the British forces were compelled Conss

o vemain inaclive whilethe Seiks recrossed the Butledge st

in grent force, and proceeded to construct a bridge-head supplies,

by which to seciire the passage of the river.  The com-
mander-in-chief feared to oppose these proceedings of his

beaten foe, lest an attack on his part should bring on an-

other general engagement, while they were so deficient
1 ammunition that their artillery must have beex nearly

useless, and they were cven prevented from aftacking

some pelty forts which still overawed the neighbouring

population, and checked the march of convoys and de-

tachments whose approach was so indispensable to them.

- The battle of Ferozeshab threatened to prove a fruitless gif“ﬁ;liﬂfﬂ
" Victory. By the capture of Dhurmkat, the safe transit qctors, |
of grain to the army was rendered piors secue ; but the
march of the large convoy of guns, ammuniiion, and

treasure, for want of which the British forces had been
compelled to remain, inactive, wus not accompliglied

L3
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cHAPR. XvIT without a severe skimnish, in which 1'37 wera killed or
oD 1san  wounaed, and, what was felt still more, several of the
skt A British were left prisoners in the hands of the Seiks.
telumph o Hvery beast of burden,” says Captain Cunningham,
the Selks.  “wwhich had not got. within sight of Loodiana, ox which
had not, timorously but prudently, been taken baclk to
Jugraon, when the firing was heard, fell into the hands
of the Seike, and they were enabled hoasifully to exhihit
artillery store carts as if thev had - c&ptnred British can-
non.
Relief of “ Loodiana was reheved but an unsuccesstul sku-
toodinie.  aigh added to the belief, so pleasing to. the prostrate
princes of India, that the dreaded army of their foreign
masters had at last been foiled by the skill and valour of
the disciples of Govind, the kindred ¢hildren of their own
soil, Tle British sepoys glanced fartively at one anothes,
: or looked towards the east, their home ; and the brows
of Englishmen {hemselves grew dorker as the; ‘thought
of struggles rather than triumphs. The governor-gene-
Critieal ral and commander-in-chief trembicd for the safety of
T oneh  that siege train and convoy of ammunition, so nevessary
forces, to the efficiency of an army which thay had launched in
haste against aggressors, and received back shattered by
the shock of opposing avms.  Sir Harry Smith, the leader
of the beaten brigades, saw before him a tarnished name
after the labowrs of a life, nor was he met by many
encouraging hopes of rapid retribution.  The Seiks on
their side were correspondingly elated; the presence of
Kuropean prisoners added to their triumph.”
:;rlt?;lnplg:m The Seiks seemed about to retrieve their losses, and
of the Seits.  March vistorious into the British dominioys. Golab Sing
was chosen their leader, and with the ununimity and
vigour of determined councils and a definite plan of
action, the Khalsa forgot their previous losses and boasted
that the British army should be annihilated, or driven in
dighonour from the field. But the time was gone when
unity in the ccuncils of Seiks could secure their triumph
over the conquerors of the Fast. Sir Harry Smith was
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ghe first to give the chéck to those who had moniéntasly CHATXVIIL
tarnished his weil-won reputation, With the reinforce- Ah_':r“m )
ments he had veceived, which raises the forces under his Al
command to 11,000 men, he marched on the 28th of Ei];eﬁr;f:f}m“'r"' :
January 1846, determined to give the enemy battle, S
The commander-in-chief had reinforced him on the 26th
both with cayalry and guns, and on the following day he
ocoupied their deserted position. « The SBeiks retreated
* about ten miles, towards the banks of the Sutledge, where
they were joined by a reinforcement, which raised their
forces to fully 15,000 men, and they took up a position, Position nf
with the village of Aleewal on their Jeft, and threw up 3t
banks of earth to protect their line in front, and oppose
additional impediments fo their assailants. Sir Harvy
Bmith’s narrative of the hattle which followed is charac-
terised by singulor coolness and precision “As T neared
the enemy,” he remarks in his despatch, “the gronnd
besame taost favourable for the troops to manweuvre, Mencenvring
being open #ud hard gress land. I ordered the CAVAITY prreegy
to take gronnd to the vight and left by brigades, thus dis-
playing the heads of the infantry columns, and as they
reached the hard ground I directed them to deploy into
line.  Brigadier Godby’s brigade was in direct echellon
to the rear of the right, the Shekawatte Infantry in like
anner to the rear of my left. The cavalry in direct -
echellon on, and well to the rear of both fianks of the
tnfantry.  The artillery massed on tho right, and centre
and left. 'After deployment [ observéd the enemy’s teit
to outflank me, I therefore broke into open columns antt
took ground to my vight: when I had gained sufficient
grotmd, the troops wheeled into line; tiers was no dust, -
the sun shone brightly. The manceuvres were performed Coolnessin
‘with the celerity and precision of the most corroct field- ”1“";;1':‘,;“;1'
- day. The glistening of the bayonets and swords of this
‘order of battle was most imposing, and the line advanred.
Scarcely had it wmoved forward 150 yards, when, at ten
o'clock, the enemy opened a fierce cananade from his whole
line. At first his balls fell short, but quickly reached
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crap. xvirn us. - Thus upen him, ‘and capable of hetter u.scurtmmng ;
A D, 1846 his position, I was compelled to halt thy line, though
# under five, for a fow moments, until I ascentained that by
- bringing up my right and carrying the village of Aleewal,
I could with great. effect preupltat.e myself upon his left
and centre.”
Captare of The - capture of the village lvovad an easier t&:ﬂk tha.n'
- thevilige s anticipated.  T'he holders of the post speedily gave
way before the determined charge of the British brigades,
The Seiks stood their ground on the field, however, with
the most resolute valour, and even tluesteuorl al one
time to: uut flank the right wing of the British, “The
Valoueof  enemy,” says Sir Haery Smith, “fought with much resolu-
e Selks - gion s they maintained ﬁcqucnt rencounters with our
cavalry hand to hand. In one charge of infantry upon
Her Majesty’s 16th lancers, they threw away their mus-
kets, and came on with their swords and targets agninst
: the lance.” But their brave vesistanca proved unavailing:
Their ot They ‘made several ineflectual attempts to rally but at -
7 defest. o Jength were driven across the Sutledge, with immense
loss, and in the utmost confusion and tervor. The whole
artillery of the enemy was tither captured or destroyed,
42 guns remained in the hands of the victors. The
whole of the Jeik camp, baggage, stores of ammunition,
grain, and nearly every thing brought into the field re-
mained as the spoils of the conquerors, and the com-
mander exultingly exclaims in his despatoh, I am
unwont to praise ywhen praise is not merited, and I here
must avowedly express niy firm opinion and conviction
that no troops in any battle on record ever behaved more
nobly,” '
Tupottwace  The victory of Aleewal was ouo of the mosi 1mp01 tant
SLeVIChEY. that has ever been gained by the British forces in India.

: The number engaged was indeed cowmparatively small,
But the effect of this opportune defeat of the Beiks, at
the very time when they were rejoicing in united coun-
cils and exulting in anticipated victory, completely over-
threw their whole schemes,  Golab Bing instead of
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sttempting to rally his defeated forcds upbmulpd tht-'m oH
with' the rashnest and folly of hoping' to overcome ‘the. W
conquerors of Tndia, and immnediately opened negotiations

with the Eng‘ ish commander.  Another battle, howaver, n?}';iﬂﬁté&tiﬁns :
“had to be fought, and another victory won, before the Geiab Sing
 British conquerors conld dictate terms to the hardy and :
resolute race whom they encountered on the northern
boundaries ¢f British empire in the Fast. The tevms :
oftered by the British leaders in reply to the m-go{.mtwnﬁ Tensonabla
of Golaly Sing were such ag must bo acknowledged to ek e
afford reasimable evidence of the integrity of their motives British,
in entering on the contest. They diselaimed all degiveof
afinexation or conquest, and intimated their readiness to
acknowledge 4 Seik sovereignty in Lahore, so soon as the

army should be disbanded. ' But, however reasonable

~and even generous such terms might appear to those -

that dictated ‘them, they struck at’ the very root of the

Ehalsa’s dreams of supremacy and integrity, and if the |’

historian of the Seiks is to be velied vpon, the battle of ¢ Stngular
Sobraon, which followed these abortive negotiations, wag oo

. dought with a perfect” understanding with the faithless ceded the
vajah, that in casé of British arms being once mora vie- 1::;:'[?0;1{
tarious, the Seik arhly should be epenly abandoned by
s own government, and that the vietors vhould pass
the Sutledge unchiecked, and march without opposition' to
(the capital. The conditional terms of a negotiation thus
mﬁtually agreed upon by belligerent leaders, preparatory
to once more a‘ppertlmg to the arbitration of battle, ave
probably unparalleled in the history of ancient o modem
warfare: They suffice, however, to show the singular
footing on which our vast Eastern empire rests, and how
dehoult it is to/judge of the proceedings of those to whoni
Jits conduet is committed, or by whom its’ progress is
,-nppoaer] according to any standard of Buropean poliey.

“Mhe Heiks, meanwhile, were not wanting in prepara- Preparations
tion for venswing the contest. The hrilliant achievement ' the deike.
of Hir Harry Smith’s division st Aleewal, had been conk

- dueted with an amount of boldness, caution, and military
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crtar ivinn skill, worthy of a brave and experienced commander, and
oD 1agh it had been productive of the happiest effects on British
P~ interests in India, nevertheless it was only the victory of
Moril effect o division,  Its moral effect in confirming the courage
ouSte 1Ty and high faith in the destiny of British avms of the one -
sy, party, end in moving the opposite party to despondency
and dread, was doubtless great. Fortune had: deserted

~ the Khalsa, Defeat and subjection already depended

. over them, and divided couneils were hurrying on theiy

fate. A decisive victory was, however, still needed, ere

the British could force the passage of the Sutledge, and

become masters of the Punjaub. Prompt measures were

| Necossity for indispensably required. “ To subjugate the Punjaub in
promptmed- one seasom, by force of arms, was a task of difficult
- achievement and full of imminent risks., The dominion

of the English in India hinges mainly upon the number

and efficiency of the troops of their own race which they

can bring into the field. But besides this, it was felt

that the minds of men throughout India were agitated,

and that protracted hostilities would not only jeopardize

the communications with the Jumna, bt might disturh

the whole of the north-western provinces, swarming with

a military population which is ready to follow any stan-

dard affording pay or allowing plunder, and which already

sighs for the end of a dull reign of peace, Bright vigions

of standing trinmphant on the Indus and of numbering

“the remotest conquests of Alexander among the provintes

of Britain, doubtless warmed the imagination of the go-

Thauncondl. vernor-general; but the first object was to drive the Seiks

tonul wi across ‘the Sutledge by force of arms,or to have them
the Seik withdrawn to their own side of the river by the uncon-
;‘;ﬁ:’,ﬁ&{;“i’;‘ ditional submission of the chiefs and the delegaies of the
b army; for, until that were done, no progress could be
said to have been made in the war, and every petty chief

in Hindostan wounld have silently prepared for asserting

hig independence, or for enlarging his tervitory on the

first opportunity.” This critical state of things in our

Indian empire has long been felt hy the few earnest
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thinkers, on whom the false glare of military glory exer- CHAP,XVILL i
cises ‘no blinding influence.  Even the short-sighted A 5ise
policy of self-interested motives has sufficed to awaken Gmm" s

the Home Directory to a sense of it ; and for many years convietion of
aach. suceessive governor has been wamned against any {1 D
further aggressive movements, or the annexation of ad- Jation in
ditional doroains to the ulready unwieldly empire which e
owne our eway. It is easier, however, to dictate a theory

- of polioy, than to control the events by which it must
ultimately be modified. Some of the later wars have Difficulty of
perhaps boen justly characterized asaggressive, notwith- Eﬁ};”p‘&f‘c?—,‘“
standing the necessity which frequently compelled the
firat movements which were thought to vender the vest
indispensable to the safety of our former possessions, buk
others of them wers reluctantly begun, and enly boldly
and effectively eatried on as the safest and swiftest means
of preventing their recurrence. '
! While Siz Harry Smith was manccavring his division, Active pre-,
and the indispensable reinforcernents were being brought iy
up frony the rear, the main body of the Seiks had beent
110 less aetive in their preparations for the final struggle.
They had gradually brought, the greater part of their
available force into gn intrenched camp formed on the
loft bank of the Sutledge, and which comprised within
its irvegular yamparts the whole possessions they still
held by force of arms in the British' dominions. Their -
force was estimated at 35,000 fighting men, thovgh Cap- Kumber of
tain Cunningham inclines to think that such an estimate £re Snfhk
greatly exceeds the truth. He adds, moreover, that their
works exhibited marked evidence of a want of unity of
desigu; the soldiers doing every thing and the leaders
nothing. It is probable, however, that in this the candid
historian of the Seiks ascribes to want of unity of pur-
pose what should rather be ascribed only to inmperfeet potective
knowledge and inferior skill. Tt was hardly to be ex- g
pected that an experienced military engineer, as he i3
known to be, should find in the Seik intrenchments a
satisfactory display of engineeving skill, even although
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oA, xviL there were European officers of scknowledged experience
o1 7aie.  and great bravery in command of some of their divisions.
iy But the defeat at Aleswal, which had proved so welcome
:;},ﬂﬁmaéj and so important in its results to the British, had a cor-
responding depressive effect on the Seiks. - Some of the
older and more experienced Seik chiefs looked forward
* with sad forebodings to the approaching contest, and one
favourite leader, Shaia Sing, announced to the despond-
ing Khalsa his resolution to meet death in the foremost
yanks that engaged with the enemy, and so fo offer him-
gelf up us a sacrifice on behalf of the sacred common-
wealth, threatened with such impending danger.
noatdonce  Confidence and joyful anticipations of triamph pre-
in She Brtish ailed {hroughout the British eamp. The victory of
- Aleewal had restored the faith of the Sepoys in the for-
tune of British arms, while the Turopean forces exulted
in the anticipation of victory. = Substantial grounds of
confidence had meanwhile been supplied by the arrival
Aetel of - of the heavy ordnance, with abundant ammunition and
Em‘g fﬁ‘ ~stoves. The obstacles which had impeded their earlier-
sbundect  operations, and made victory so difficulc and 0 hardly
supplies,  wpon. no longer existed to check the hold advance of the
British forces, or the daving impetuosity of the com-
mander-in-chief, The 10th of Hebruary, only twelve
days after the victory of Aleewal, was fixed for storming
the Seik position, and driving thera beyond the river,
Through indifference or neglect, the British had allowed
a post of observation of some importance to fall into the
hands of the Seiks, and the surprising of this was deter-
preparations ‘mined upon as the first proceeding. - Liong hefore dawn,
for SOt the whole British cainp was in motion, and an advanced
position. party was ordered to drive in the enemy’s pickets. The
additional gloom of a thick haze added to the darkness
of the night, as the British forces silently advanced to
assnme tho initiative in the contest; hut the posts of ob-
" gervation, both at the Sobraon and in front of Koodee~
walla, were found uncecupied, though held Ly a strong
force on the previous day. The Seiks were every whers
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gk tal.en hy surprise, and heal lnucﬂv to arms throughout cmr ’KX‘HI -
their wide intrenchments on. hoth sides of the river.
The English heavy ordnance had heen arvanged in
. masses on some of the most commanding points opposite bt
\the enemy's intrenchments, and at sunrise the bat-
 teries opened upon them; E‘or three hours the deadly
_ ghower of iron hail poured down wpon the Seik forees peaaty
. within their intrenchments, mingled with the more deadly jiit ’fI S
. shells, that scatteved death on every side as they fell, lery.
But the Seik intrenchments hristled with the heavy
-Qrdrmnea which had told so eftectively against the light
freldpiaces thaf formed the sole British artillery in the
earlier engngements, and the sun’s level rays Hardly

oD I

~ pierced through the clouds of sulphurous smoke that

Joomed over the scene of deadly strife. ¢ Our battery of
. nine-pounders,” sayy the commander-in-chief in his de-
" spateh, “opened near the little Sobraon, with & brigade of
 howitzers formed from the light field batteries and troops
(of horse artillery, shoxtly after dayhreak, But it was
+ half-past six before the whole of our artillery five yas

' _.-demlopad. Xt was most spirited and well directed ;. but

- notwithstanding the formidable calibre of our iron guns,
~mortars, and howitzers, and the admivable way in whieh
‘they were served, and sided by a rocket battesy, it would -
< have been visionary to expect that they could, Within powerfur

| any limited time, silence the five of seventy pieces hehind hitteries of

yicd _ the Selks
- well-constineted, batteries of earth, plank, and fascines, (i

‘or dislodge troops covered either by redoubts or epaule-
. ments, or withiz: a treble line of trenches.  The efiect of
_the cannonade was, 86 has since been proved by an in-
 spection of the camp, most severely felt by the enemy;
- but it soon became evident that the issue of this struggle
. must he brought to the arbitrement of musketry and the chargo er
. bayonet, At nive o'clock, Brigadier Stacey’s brigado, E;L:Ité:h‘ ok
_gupported on either flank by Captain: ‘Hovsford's and
Fordyee’s batteries, and Lieutenaut-colonel Lane’s troop
. of horse artillery, moved fo the attack in admirable order.
The infantry and guns sided each other corvelatively.

-
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CAAPXVIL The former marehed steadily on in line, which they halted

Ao 1846

Coulness of
thoirad-
Vince.

only to covrect when necessary, The latter took np suc-
cessive positions ub the gallop, until at length they were

within three hundred yards of the heavy batteries of the
SQeiks ; but, notwithstanding the regularity, snd coolnese,

" and scientific charactet of this assault, which Brigadier

| Willkinson swell snpported, so hot was the fire of cannon,

‘FHelr partinl
SuCCess,

Terrible
resgistanee of
i the Seiks.

Despevate
atrnggle for
thetr posi-
Hom:

musketry,and zamhboorucks, kept up by the Klhialsa troops,
that it seemed for some moments impossible that the in-

L,

trenchments could be won under it ; but soon persevering’
gallantry triumphed, and the whole army had the satis-

faction to see the gallant Brigadier Stacey’s soldiere driv=
ing the Heiks ‘in confusion before them within the avea

of theix encampments.” The rosistance of thoe Seiks was

torrible, The deadly fire of their nuskets and well-served

attillery, mowed down the advancing lines of the British,
~and compelled them to give way. The firat. assailants

‘were repulsed, but they rallied snd returned to the
© charge, and, supported by the advance of the second divi-

gion, after a gevere struggle, they obtained possession of
come of the enemy's most important batteries in the
front.  Still the Seiks stood their ground. No panic
seized these hardy enthusiasts, though thus assailed
within their own intrenchments, . One point afler an-
other wis foreed,  The sappers levelled spaces sufficient
for the cavalry to pour info. theilr camp, and sustain the

offorts of the infantry who bad borne the brunt of the

deadly struggle. But still the Seiks fought with all the

‘wild fury of despair. Single battevies still held out, and.

hundreds fell in the attempt to arrest their persevering

efforts to retriave the hopeless fortunes of the Khalsa.
“ Phe interior,” says Captain Cunuingbam, © was filled
with eourageons men, who took advantage of every ob-
stacle, and fought fiercely for every spot of ground, The
traitor, Tej Sing, indeed, instead of leading frosh men to
sustain the fiiling strength of the froops on his right,
ded on the first nssault, and, cither accidentally ov hy
design, sank a boat in the niddle of the bridge of com-

L
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munication, But the ancient Sham Sing remembered CHAR X\'ﬁr
his vow ; he clothed himself in simple white attive, as A p 1ses
one/davoted o death, and calling onall around him to fight A
for the Gooroo, who had promised everlasting liss tothe swritce, -
brave, he repeatedly rallied his shattered ranks, and at
last fell ‘a martyr on a heap of his slain tountrymen.
Others might ba seen standing on the ramparts amid
showers of balle, waving defiance’ with their swords, or
-t ling the gunners where the fair-haived English pressed
kest together. | Along the stronger half of the battle-
ments, and for' the period of half an hour, the confiict
raged sublime in all its terrors. The parapets were Bloody cha-
sprinkled with blood frows end 0 end j the trenches were ;ior of e
filled with the dead and the dying. Am;d the deafening
roar of cannen, and the multitudinous fire of musketry,
the shouts of triumph or of georn were yet lxeard and the
flashing of innumerablo #words was yet visible; or from
time to time exploding magazines of pawder threw
bursting shells, beams of wood and banks of anrth, high
+ above the agitated sea of smoke and flarne which enve-
loped the host of combatants, and for a moment arvested
the attention amid all the din and tumnit of the tremen-
dous eonflict. Dub gradually each defensible position was
captured, and the enemy was pressed towards the searcely
fordable river, Yet, althougli assailed on either side by Dcspemm
squadrons of horge and battalions of foof, no Seik offered L}'{:"g;,‘k:”
to submit, and no disciple of Govind aaked for quarter.
They evcrywhbre showed a fiont to the victors, and
atalked slowly and sullenly away, while many rushed
singly forth to inest assured I death | by contending with a
multitade,  The vietois looked with stolid wonderment
upen the indomitable eourage of the vanquished, and for-
. bove to strike when the lLelpléss and the dying frowned
- unavailing hatred. But the wWarlike rage, or the cafculat-
ing poliey of the leaders, had yet to be satisfied, and, stand- Fideg polley
ing with the slain heaped on all sides around them, they * ™ TR
urged froope of artillery almost into the waters of the

Satledge tn more thoroughly desiroy the avmy wlil'i{il'i had

! 5'-_.



L CHAD. XVITL 50 lonq aeomed $heir power. Nﬂ dertv of hetoi ﬁb]e
AT Tedg,  received the living within the oozy gulphs of the op-
| pressed streary, and its’ current was choked with added

| wambers of the deacl a.nd mmsoned wrm tha b]cmd nf 8
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Triumphant Buh vengeam'c Wi rmnp}eter5 the troops; defifed thh
A 0TI L s iend) smoke’ and car nage, stood mute indeed fop s
3 morvent, until thie glovy of their success rushmg-upon
their minds, they pave expression to their foclings, and
hailed their vietorions cornmand um mth re:teratml shouts
g . of triumph and cangra,tulnﬁmn '
Datermined - Never before had British arms baen 0ppmmd to such
AR determined bravery and skill, asistrove with themt on
S A hab vbloody plam. " The dead!y struggles which had
hung disgrace fora time on the British banners in the
passes ‘of Afghanistan, mvetl ‘their fatal terrors fo/ the
© npatural ehnmctar of the country, far more than tothe
< bravery 6f ,its hardy but undiseiplived forces. 'But here
Unespected  they were withstood on & faiv field by a foe that listened
bt b urappalled to the thunders of their eannon; and “tood
unmoved hefore the glittering points of their bayonets
when laid to the charge. Even the brave S'eiks‘i'-howe‘re'r,
sustained hy &l the mewve tha. fanaticisny can add to
native valour, found British/skill and daring more thaa
| 8 'match - for thun on an equal field, oAb one time,”?
gays the Britisht commander, in his &espa.tch from the .
 field of battle, “the thunder of full 120 pieces of ord-
Deseviption  hamee reverberated in this mighty combat: through the
of the hattle. safley of the Sutledge 5 and as 16 was soon’ seen that the
wweight of the whole force within the Seik camip wwas
Tikely to be thrown upon the two brigades that had passed
Jits trenchies, it became meGessary to convert info: close
and serious attacks the démonstrations with skirmishers
~and avtillery of the centre and right ; and the battle
raged with inconcéivable fury from right to left. The
‘Beiks, even when at particular’ pointg’ their intrench.



wients were mastered with the bayonet, strove to regain

them by the fiercest confliet sword in hand. . Nor was it
until the cavalry of the left, under Major general Sir
Joseph Thackwell, had woved forward, and ridden
through the openings of the iutrenchments made by our
sappers, in single file, and reformed as they passed them,
and the 2d dragoons, whom no obstacle usualiy held for-
midable by lorse appears to check, had on this day, as at
E'u?‘ozesh‘ah, galloped over and cut down the obstinate
defenders of batteries and field-works, and until the fall
weight of three divisions of infantry, with every ficld
artillery gun ‘which could be sent to their sid, hiad been
cast into the scale, that victory finally declared for the
British. | The fire of the Seiks first slackened, and then
nearly ceased, and the viciors then pressing them on
every side, precipitated them in masses over the bridge,
and into the Sutledge, which a sudden rise had rendered
havdly fordable. ' In their efforts to reach the yight
bank, through the deepened water, they suffered from
out horse artillery a terrible carnage. Huudreds fell
wnder this cannonade ; hundreds upon hundreds were
drowned in attempting the periious passage. Their gwful
slwughter, eonfusion, and dismay, were such as would
have excited compassion in the hearts of their penerous
conqueroys, if the Khalsa troops had not, in the early
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part of the action, sullied their gallantry by slaughtering

and barbarously mangling every wounded soldier whom,
in the vicissitudes of attack, the fortune of war left at
their merey, 67 pieces of cannon, upwards of 200 camel
swivels (zumboorucks), numerous standards, and vast
munitions of war, capturad by our troops, are the pledges
and trophies of our victory. The battle was over by
eleven in the morning, and in the forcnoon I caused our
engineérs to burn u part and o sink a part of the vaunted
bridge of the Kbalsa army, across which they had boast~
fully come once more to defy us, and to threaten Iudia
with ruin and devastation.” :

- The victory was complete ;, but it was not purchased

Trophles of
vicrory. .
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CuAP. xvys, without' a severe loss on the part of the vietors; 320
British soldiers lay dead on the field, mcludmg Ia;on-
. general Sir Robert Dick, a veteran sold:cz' who had
ﬁ;’:ﬁﬁeﬂif:;m served with honowr in the Peninsula and at Waterloo 3
' Brigadier Taylor, and other distinguished dfficers, who
feli while Ieadmg’ on their fen, or recalling them to a
gense of bheiv duty, as they ‘recoiled from the deadly fire
of the enety.  Tn addivion to these, the British bad 2083
wounded, some of them fatally. But the loss of the
Seiks did not amount to less than 8000, while they were
frretvievalily broken and scattered, mthuut hope of again
- being able i take the field.  “YWe have to deplore a
severe 1oss,” says the commander-in-chief; “ but certainly
not heavy when wm;.,hed in the balancs sgainst the ob-
pessagd of  staclés overcome and the advantages gained.” Thatsame
o Sutledge, it several vegiments were pushed aeross the Sutledge
opposite Ferozepore, but no enemy ‘appeared to vesist
their progress. On the 11th the British forces pushed
cn to Kussoor, afd on the following day its fortress
ficeupation | Was accupied by them without opposition. On the'13th
uf Rissoor e British army encampu’ under the walls of ‘that an-
cient town. 'They learned’ theve that the Seiks had ve-
agsembled to the amount of 20,000 men ; but they were
no longer formidable to the victorious’ inmdem of the-
Punjaub.  Their whole artillery and munitions of war
were in the hands of the enemy., The power of the
Tiie power' of Khalsa was effectually broken, and no force of irm&te
E;'{;fﬁ.ﬁ?, coursge or fimafis zeal could replace to it the indefensible
lirgken, provisions for continuing the struggle, or even lestoring
the confidence which had before nerved them to the
fight, and upheld them with the hope of victory even
after repeated defeats,
ey The official proclamation of the goverior-general, hsuod
poiicy. only four days after the victory of Sobrion, containg
both a declaration and a defenci of British pelicy. It
thus proceeds to announce, and to justify the course
pursued under the immediate suryeillance of the gover-
nor-general, who had c¢ombindd in so unwoited aman
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ner t]:a (h:ties of the civilian and the soldier, ¢ The
British nrmy ‘has crossed the Sutiedge, and entered the
Pultjiwb The, govetnor-zenera) announces by this pro-
clamation that, that’ measure has been adopted by the
‘government, of India, in aceordance with the intentions
expxease«lm the pmclamatmn of the Iﬂrh of December: laxt,
as having been foreed upon the governor-general for the
_ purpose of ¢ eﬁ'ec*ua.lly protecting the Butish provinces,
for vuidnﬂtmg the authority of the British government,
. find for pnmsllmg the violators of treaties and the dis-
 turbers of the 11ubhc peace” These operations will he
cadlily pexsaveled in and vigorously prosecuted, until
the ohjects proposed to be accomplished ave fully a.ttmn-
“ed. . The occapation of the Panjuaab by the Bntnh forees
will not. be relinquished until ample atonement for the
insult offered to the British government by theinfraction
of the featy of 1809, and by tho unpxwoked inypsion
of the British proyinees, shall have been exacted. 7 hese
_ijeois will include full indemnity for all expenses in-
- carred t,}lu‘r,ng the way, and such aprangements for the
future govemment of the Lahore territories as will give
perfeet security to the Byitish governmenf against simi-~
lar acts of pverﬁd‘v and aggression. . Military operations
against the government and army of the Lahore state
have not been undertaken by the government of India
_from any desire of territorial aa_.rgmnc}mement The govers:
- nor-genersl, 48 alveady annouticed in the proclamation of
ths 13th oi December, ‘sincerely dosived to see.a strongy
- Beik govemment ve-established in the Pun;amb able tu
- gontrol its army, and to protect its subjects.’  The sin-
cerity of these professions is proved by the fact, that no
prepuistions for hostilities had been made when the La-
hore goveynment suddenly, and without a pretext of

_complamt inyaded the British territories,  The unpro-’

voked aggresawn has compelled the British governrment
10 have recyurse to arms, and to organize the means of
; _uffenswew ‘fme and whatever may now befall the Lahore
_ _staate, the eonsequences can glone he attriboted to the
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CHAP. XYL misconduct of that covernment and its avmy. No ey
oD 13w bepsion of tervitory was desived by the government of
- India ; the measuves necessary for providing indemnity
oo for the: past and secarity for the future will, however,
oveed - involve the rotentioun hy the British government of 'n
it g portion of the country hitherto viider the government of
i the Lahove state, The extent of territory which it may
be deemed advisabla to hold will be determined by the
conduet, of the durbar, and by considerations for the secn
rity of the British frontier.  The government of India
Jmiser - will, under any circumstances, annex to the British pro-
PO vinces. the districts, hill and plain, situated between the
rivers Sutledge and Beeas, the réventres therdof being ap-
_propriated as a part of the indemnity required from the

U ek e m R
| Candia o From the éﬁetch we have already deawn of the singu-

s gL  Jur religious commonwenlth of the Seiks, the reader will
liey. . readily perceive that, however consistent with sounid
) . policy and the just claims of the vietors the ‘troposed |

 terms might appear, they were dictated without any re.
fevence to the peculinr consistency of the Seik common-~
. wealth, if not indeed in ignorance of the peculiar foatites
Its unsuito- - of which it was based, For the British governor-general
o or L to dictate terms by which a goverriment might be. estab-
lished in the Punjaub eapable of controtling the Seik
ariny, might not unreasonably be compared to the liberal
offers of the English Bdwird to Baliol, on condition'that
~he sheuld control the patriot army of Seotland.  The
The suest  defence of British policy, however, lies in the faey that,

Britnn | whoever may be justly chargenble with tho initiative
policy, in the war, the movements of the British was puraly

defensive,  They desived no secession of berritory, and
did not seek to mterfere in the control of the Seik sol-
diers, until their revolytionary movements mennced the
British frontier, and endangered the peace and safety of
the empire, 'In the conclusion of the sante efficial pro-
clamation, the governor-general thus confidently appeals
10 the iutegrity of purpose which had influenced the
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whole Lourse of British policy. “ The gm'emmhgenem], CHAP xvu;[
at this moment of a most complete and decisive victory, e Wit
~ cannot give s stronger proof of the forbeavance and mo-
deration of the Bllt!bh government than by making this
declaration of his intentions, the teyms and mode of the
~arrangement remaining for further adjustment. The
governor-ganeml thervefore, calls upon all those chiefs 4ppentta -
who are the well-wishers of the déscendants of Runjeet M4ve chief
,'Smg, aud especially such chiefs as have not participated

in the hostile proceedings against the British power, to

act in concert. with. him in carrying into effect such
arrangements #s shall maintain a Seik government at
Lahore, capable of controlling its army and protecting its ¢
subjects, and based upon principles that shall prov:da, for

the future tranquillity of the Seik states, shall secure the

Buitish frontier against a repetition of acts of aggression,

and shall prove to the whole the moderation and justice

of the paramount power of India, If this opportunity of Altemativy
vesening the Seik nation from military anarchy and mie- e
rule be neglected, and hostile opposition to the British hostlities
army be, renewed, the government of India will make

such othier arvangements for the fulure government of the

- Punjaub as the interests and security of t}i(,‘ British
~ power may render j jusi. and expe:d* ient.” .

1f the Seik soldiers did nat gequicsce m the justice of Suhmission'of

British policy, which dictated the necessi'y for a supreme ,L’Idie{if
and independent power by which their future motions

would be controlled and kept in cheek, they at least
acknowledged the right of dictation which victory had

plaged in the umquewxs of Sobraon. They agreed to
‘authorize their chosen minisger, Golab Sing, to treat with

the British, and empowered him fo congnr in arrange-
ments on the basis announced in tho proclamation, of

recognizing a Seik government in Tahore.

. On the 15th of February, the governor-general was I]::‘t:::;wd
visited at Kuseoor by the rajah and several of the most Chlef with
influential Seik chiefs, to whom he stated the terms upon ::ﬁ_gf;;m
which he was willing to conclude a peace. These in-
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CTTAP: xvm cluded the recognition of Dhuieep Sing as sovewlgn of
A.D, 1844 Lahore, but vequired the cession of the muntry hetween
S the Beeas and the Sutledge, as specified in the proclama-

coverelgn of LoD, They were likewise required to pay to the con-
Aphiores querors a million and a half sterling, as some indemnity

- for the expenses of the war. The governor-general was
pensons forinduced to dietate humiliating terms, in order that the

{ading e full convietion of the supremacy and invineibility of Bri-
teras, - tish arms might be felt swwherever rebellions thoughts had

heen cherished, among the allies or the dependents of our
Indian empire.  After vain endeavours to evade scine of
‘the most, unpglamb]e requirements, the Seik chiefs xye-
luctantly accepted the offered tevms, and the youny rajeh
personslly tendered his submission. Still move effectnally

-;’;;m‘;‘r?m to demonsirate how efiectunily the Khalsa was ‘humbled
of Laliore undar the supremacy of their conquerors, the British

army. entered Lahove on the 20th February, and, two
- dnys afterwavds, an. Foglish g&mmn oceupietl the cﬁade,l

" of the Seik capital, i e
Bt policy- I the arvingemonts wlnch followed Golub Smg com=

ot.Golah

Sing. trived that his own interests shonld be advanced, however
; ~those of the great body of the disciples of Govind might
suffer, His influence with the Seik forces, and his own

wealth both in treasure and munitions of war, rendered

him still formidable, should he be driven, by the exact-

ing demands of his conguerors, to fall back on the sup-

port of the Seiks. ~Captain Cunningham thus nartates

wapartial  this part of the transactions in the Punjaub =% The low
:::}[2251?,&2 atate of the Lahove treasury, and the anxiety of Tal Sin\,,'
to get a dreaded rival out nf the way, enabled the gover-
nor-gensral to appease Golab Sing in a manner sufficiently
agreeable to the rajal. himself, and ‘which still further

reducad the importance of the suceessor of Runjeet Sing.

The rajah of Jummoo did not care to be simply the

master of his native mountains; but as two-thivds of the

pecuniary indemnity required from Laliore could not he

made good, territory was taken instead of money, and

Cashmeer and the hill states from the Beeas to the Tndus
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were cut off from® the Punjaub Proper, and transferred CHAR,
to Golah Sing, a8 a separate sovereign, for o million’ of 4 'pijaes
pounds sterling,  The arrangement was & dextevous one, '

‘ 3f veference be only had to the policy of reducing the i b o
power of the Seiks; hus the transaction scarcely seems ¥t Gebh '
worthy of the ‘British name'and greatness, and the objec- b

tionis hecome stronger when it iy considered that Golab
Sing had agreed to pay sixty-eight lacs of rupees,
(£680,000,) as n fine to his paramount, before the war
broke out, and that the custom of the Tast as well as of
the West requires the feudatory to aid his lord in foreign
war ond domestic strife.. Golab fing ought thus to have
paid the deficient million of money as & Tahore subject,
. instead of being put in possession of Liahove provinees 08
“an independent prines, Thé succession of the rajah \wag I8 uoponi-
‘displeasing to the Seiks generally, and diis separation was lg?fétéc\.;;:i:.h
less in accordance with his own aspivations than the
ministry of Runjeet Sing's empire; hut his rise to sove-
yeign power excited nevertheless the ambition of others,
and Tej Sing, who knew his own wealth, and was fully
persuaded of the poteney of gold, offered twenty-five lacs
‘of rupees for a princely ergwn and another dismembered
province. . He was-ehid for his presumptuous misinter
pretation of English principles of ‘aotion ; the arrange-
ment with Golab Sing was the ‘only one of the kind
which took place, and the new ally was formally invested
with the title of Mubarajah at Amuiteir, on the 15th Golab S gy
Maxch 1846. But a portion of the texritovy at first pro~ { ¥
posed to be made over to him was yeserved by his mas- Mubarujaiy
ters, the payments required from him were reduced by a
fourth, and they were rendered still more casy of liquida~
tion by considering bim to he the heir to the money
which' his brother Soochet Sing had buried in Feroze-
pore”  The anthor then describes this influeatial Seik His chario-
chicf, i a uote which he appends to the previeus narra- i :
tives ¢ In the conrseof this history there has, more than
once, been oceasion 10 allade to the unscrupulous char
acter of Hajah Clolab Sings but it must. not theretore be

ature of the
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cuar XV supposed that he is & man malevolently evil * e will,
. indeed; deceive an enemy and take his life without hesi-
tation, and in the accumulation of money he will exercise
the standavd many oppressions ; but he must be judged with reference
;‘,?;.‘;ﬂ‘,:ff' ' to the morality of his age and race, and to the necessities
of his own position. ~ If these allowances be made, Golab
Sing will be found an abje and modevate man, who does
little in an idle or wanton spirit, and who is not without
some traits both of good humour and generosity. of

temper.” i - (AN AT e
spivitofthe  '[he spirit of the Seik soldiery, howeyer, was riot broken
Seik soldiery. Tyy their reverses, though they had doubtless ieamed to
acknowledge the superiority of British arms. But for
such a formidable power to check this enthusiastic sol-
diery of the creed of Govind, it is difficult to conceive
what might ultiutately have proved the limits of their
conquests. Their partial historian thus describes their
‘deportment iri the presende of their congquerors i— Whils

the governor-general and commander-in-chief remained
Ploandine  8b Tahove at the head of 20,000 men, portions of the Seik
gf;j;ﬂ el gpmy came to the capital to be paid up and dishanded.
' The soldiers showed neither the despondency of mutinous
. rébels nor the effrontery and indifference of mercenavies,
and their manly deportment added lustre to that valour
which the victors had dearly felt and generously extolled,
The men talked of their defoat as the chance of war, or
they would say that they were more imitators of unap-
pronchable masters. Butamid all their humiliation, they

Coniidence  inwardly dwelt upon their future destiny with unabated

A D, 1846,

uther  confidence; and while gaily calling themselves inapt and
tiny vouthful scholurs, they would sometimes add, with a

significant and sardonic smile, that the ¢ Khalsa’ itself
wag yet a child, and that as the commonwenlth of Seiks
graw in stature, Govind would clothe his diseiples with
irresistible might and guide them with unequatled skill.
Thus brave men sought consolation, and the spivit of
progress which collectively animated them yielded with
& muvmur to the superior genius of England and civiliza-



wm N PIE PONTAUR, i 729 i

_perhnpa to be moulded th noble%’r DU poses i_i} the mform-
ing toueh of’ knowledge and philosophy.”  Suchis the
‘aceount faynished by the partial pen of a generous British )
soldier, of the hm'dv insurgents who assailed the north- Reflections
‘western froutier of British Indis, and were thus hardly A g
defeated, after repeated battles under the most undaunted
of Bhtmh generals,  British arms were again trinmph-
ant.  New additions were, temporarily or permanently,
‘annexed to our Indian empire, forced on us by emcum-
stances or necessity. New duties and caves helped to
complicate the difficulties of our Indian policy, while
| sanguine pohtlcrarm flattered ‘themselyes that the long-
. sought natual boundavies of Hindostan' had at length
‘been reached, and that the British soldier might now
sheath liis sword unless as the weapon of defensive jus-
‘tice against aggression.  What the final results of the
' first campaiin o the Punjaub may yet prove to be, it is
“vain for the historian to speculate; but the view we have
endeavoured to give of the smgula,r race of arned zealots
‘who' t'bnstltute the Seik cohmmonwealth, is alone suffi-
cient to satisfy the reader that it would be folly to anti-
cipate the reverses of a single campaign’ could suffice to
‘veduce them to contented subjects, or pmceable and trust-
. worthy allies. A mueh briefer experience than the Toast”
hopeful could have anticipated, served to show on how
um,erta,m a tmme pﬂnce could he estah‘:shed wlth them.
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Gﬂnﬁdnnt autio'-pahons 91’ neme-.-ﬁluddeu outhwnk at ‘unltan—-
 Acguivement of the distviet by Runjeet it 1ts nguaal inha-
S T T «-Suuceusinn of Lalla Moolr 11n-8i:dai' m:an appointot{_
| governor: ‘-~ Assasalnation of Britisn nillcerscAlurming eonspiracs

: ! e Lalmm-m}‘rompt me&!ums of Tieutenant Edw:amas—maaime.' ’
0 plties— fegs of Mowltan— Junetion of General Whish— Fall of
; '_--Mwlséhwnmle of Uhnumwailah-wl}oubtfal nature! | o[ ‘e
4 resales-wDovigive vietory, of Goojerat.- Parsuit of the. Afg]mm-—-—

: Al.mx‘\wm nf the Punjanb--Considerution of British polm\r.

char. xix. Tug campawn of 1846 closed with the total rout ol the
b s oSeiks, and their uneqiivocal suhxmssmﬁ to the fmpremacv
ppligs of British arms.  The ceded provinces werg ocoupied by
anticipations British forces, and early in 1848, Vigcount Hardinge,
| ofpoace.  who had retwmed from the scene of hxq civil and mlhtary
“priamphs, declared that all danger of insutrection or dis-
tarbanee in the Punjarh was at an end. No combing-
tion of civil and military genius, however, could in so
brief a period convert the wild Seiks of the Punjanb into
peaceable subjects or, faithful allies. The Indian Mail of
June 1848, once more announced that the note of war
had sounded on the north-western frontiers of British i
geene o Tndia Mhe locality of renewed aggression and treachery
s, was Moultan, the capital of a Jarge tract of the same
‘name, extending bet“ een the Indus u,nd the Sutledge 1o
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the south of Lahore. The city of Moultan is a place CHAP. xI%,
 celebrated of old for its great strengtl,  Tts more vecent A D, jeii
' history exhibits the fleik not as the patriot defending his S

native soil, but as the aggressor subjecting neighbouring ' :

districts by his gword. After varions unsuccessful at- _$=rpg\;re of
tempts, extending over a long period, Runjeet Sing suc- ,[‘::]'it‘;‘ by
ceeded in taking Moultan, though not without immense Siok:

Joss, | Heve, o5 in so many other instances in our Indian

wars, Britain appears only as a new and strougér power

superseding a previoud conqueror, whose right of posses-

sion is of the sword. . The inhabitants of the province of

Moultan consist chiefly of Jats, the descendants of the i‘;;\fh‘?-w}f

Seythian invadets of India, who offered s fiexce resistance i bl

o the-Mohammedan invaders, and, since their conguest

by Mahmood of Ghuzni in 1026, they have repeatedly

.ns'serblcki‘thei:"ihde.pendéﬁca. Towards the close of last

ceatury, this province was nominally dependent on the

Afghan empire, between which and Runject Sing repeated

strugeles took place for its possession,  After the Stk

vajah had been again and again foiled by the Afghan

governor, Mozuffer Khan, he at length succeaded, 'in

1818; more by good fortune than skill, in gaiuing posses-

sion of the long-coveted place of strength, and annexing

the provines to his kingdom. By the freaty of 1838, Comian of

Mowltan was finally ceded by Shah Socja to the ruler Gf fe Seiks,

the Punjaub, who committed it to the cave of Sawan

Mull, & subordinate governor, who held it by a species of

foudal tenure, administering its offairs as a dependent of

‘{he Seik state. Sawan, who' is described as a valer of

: g'i‘cnf 'a_bility. and moderation, perished by the hands of an

agsdssin in a durber affray, in September 1844, He 'was

succeeded by his eldest son, Lalla Mooiraj, whose name “4ile Mool

s0 frequently ocemus in the narratives of recent eventson -

the frontiers of British India. Differences occurred be-

gween Moolraj and Tall Sing, - One of the districts of lis

government was violently snatehed from lim by the g

vajah.  Hubsequently he wae summoned to Lahore to

cettle his accourits, at all times a coroplicated and reluc-

’



CHAT. XIX tant proceeding in the East. He went under British
guarantee, effested some sort of settlement, and returned
in safety to Moultan ; but negotiations were being still
carried on, with the object chiefly of bringing the whole
Seik kingdom under a uniform mode of government.
| * These it was believed had, at length, been brought to a
Ei:ﬂ:q- Khan sucesssful Jssue. Sirdar Khan Sing was appointed gover-
kel pory and Mr Vans Agnew, assistant to the British resident
governor.  qt Tahore, was deputed to proceed, along with Licutenant
Anderson, to install the new governor in his office,  No
opposition was anticipated, and they were attended appa-
vently by a force fit for little more than a guard of hon-
lri‘gﬁfjion by our, The two British officers arvived at Moultan early
TN in April 1848, and received from Lella Moolraj the for-
 mal resignation of his fortress, &e.  On the following
¢ day, while inspeeting the fortyess, Mr. Agnew was sud-
The Biitish denly assaulted by assassing, and dangerously wounded.
represimia- {
tives ns- . He was rescued by the new governor, and conveyed to a
sudited, stiall fort outside the town. In the meartime, Lieuten.
' ant Auderson had been attacked in like manner, when
riding in company with Lalla Moolrej, and was borne to
the same fort, severely wounded, There a fire was open-
ed upon them from Moultan, and three duys after the
Moultanese troops moved out to attack the fort in which
Attempts to they lay, The wounded officers resolyved to hold out the
matotain : i P
their posi-. fort in bope of relief. They sent out messengers to claim
Lt assistance from a neighbouring chief, of Bahawulpore,
who retained his ailegiance to the Dritish. Had {(beir
garrison been faithful, these officers might have been
able to maintain the fort till effectual aid reached
ther ; but the Beik troops within joined the assailants
&ﬁ‘:ﬁ‘:}ﬁm- without, and, flinging open the gates, both Lieutenant
e v '
Andevson and Mr. Agnew were assassinated while vainly
defending theniselves against a host of assailants.

It was believed for a time that this violent outhreak
was entively referrible to some temporary and accidental
misunderstanding with the Seik soldiery, and was uncon-
nected with gny organized plan of opposition to esta-

| WAR IN MOULTAN AND T1# PUNTAUS.
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‘blished rule, br _-t@_--é_n}‘.-- desigmed hostilitios with the Bri- Ic}gm:'i{'x;_x; R
tish.) Long experience, however, suffices: to prove that | §i e i

the more recent acquisitions of ovr Tastern empire resem-
ble in thelr most quivscent state vather the stillness of ‘& »eges of
| povder magazine than the calm of the anvexecd sea, A ik

| gingle spavk suffices for the excplosion, and it is scavcely

 pesgible to calenlate how far ite effects may extend. .

 Amiidktheir mosy sanguine hopes this was not overlooked
by thoseat the head of affairs in India; but the scene of
dangerwas: remote from means of defence or supply, the:

| warm season was. ab hand; when active operations are

-« searcely possible, and rumours of the instability of affpire

at Labore, and of the equivocal fidelity of the Rajah

Giolaub Sing, furnished grounds for the deepest apprehen-

sions The: confidence expressed by Viscoant Hardinge Srotnds for

*ju the peace of the Punjaubwas based daubtless to u con- expectation

siderable extent ‘on the admirable military arrangements {litalisa

made by bim previous to. his deparbure. Ab Lahore
these were rendered fully available by the vigilance of the
British officers in charge.  The {roops all slong the fron«
. tier were comtnanded to hold themselvesin veadiness for
~immediate action:  Officers absent on leave were ordered gﬂgﬁg&“’""
to join their froops without - delay, and, every precaution |
 was taken to gunrd against surprise. The wisdom of
“such precautions soon became apparent. ' The outbreak :
at Moultan was followed by the discovery of a conspitagy .
of the most alarming character ab Lahore, having for its f:;‘:g;l‘:f)

_ abject the massaove of all the British officers, the expul- st Lahore, |

sion’ of our whole troops from the Punjaub, and & révo-
Jution in the Seils government. | Attempts had ' heen
made, not without some slight snceess, to sedice the
Sepoys from their allegiance.  On the ‘discovery of this,
the British resident, Siv Frederick Currie, direcied cerfain (‘fﬁ:‘li Hie
native officers, whose fidelity could be relied upon, to fall 4
in with the plans of the conspirators, by which raeans the
whole plot was diselosed,  Three mative: corps, it was
found, had been tampered with, but only a small number
' of the men had yielded to the temptations by whichi they

Drecarions’

—
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CHAPR. XIX were assmled TUndoubted proods, hOWevéh' were digco-
A I‘;‘"{b 5. vered of persons of the highest, rank) hemg privy to the

‘plot, by whotu the fakeers had: been employed to use
‘their inflwenco over the Sepoys in seducing them from
their fdelity, . It was at the very fime that the Indian
papers 1 were fitled with the nccounts of this abortive eon-
‘spiracy ot Tahore, that the mail from England reported
the speech of Viscount Hardinge, in which he stated
bt A lw had no apprehension for the anquillity of the Pun-
. Gence of L ord Al
Hardinge. . jaub!”  So  hnpossible is it ‘fois the most experienced
-stateemn to anticipate the changes which.a few months
L oay effect on the state of our Fastern empire,
“Lﬂ“:mbﬂt The indomitable courage and skill of a British oflicer
i " of youth and inexperience, sufficed at this' eritical.
juncture to do more for the safety of the British empire’
than all the experience tnd fovesight of the civiland mili-
; . tary rulers of India. It speedily became apparent that'
i :'gigg‘ﬁ:?ess the zeul of Dewan Khan $ing, in the defence of the wn«

Ity Sing, | Tox tunﬁte Beitish officers deputed to accompany him to

s his new. govetnment; was altngether agsumed, and that -
 he was in leagne with the congpirators in Lahme and
clsewhere, by whom & scheme had been mutared o

| overpowering the British, and expelling them from the
,eouniry. In the nelghboul hood ot Lalore, & Gooroa, o

¢ Muwwsj | priest, named: Maharaj Sing, had reised the standard of
sne o pevalty and speedily collscted. & numerous forco of the
' disbanded Seiks, among whom he enjoyed & reputation
for great sanctity, By this jeans the British, furces at
Laliore were preventcd attenipting any movement upon
Moultan, and every successive mail brought news of fi esh
difficulties or alarms, tending still further to confound the
'sp?cula.tmns of the most experienced politicians as to the

extent, or probable issue, of this new revolution in the

Jenanen | Punjaub. At this {ime Lieutenont Edwardes was sta-
the Lodee . tioned on the Tndus with a force consisting only of one
regiment of infantry and 300 sowats, with two guns,
His duty was the collection of the land-tax due to Mool-
raj, and the occupativn of Lisiahy & town situated on the

/L T W'An IN MOULTAN AND THE PUNALE.
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left, hank of the Indus, *“Hearing of the affair at Moul- cHAP. X1x.
tan, and finding himself exposed to risk, many of his , e
Seik soldiers deserting him on lemining the rumourofa =~
general rising, he crossed the river into the Deerajat,

whenee he wrote fo the Khan of Bhawulpore; to make'a wielity of
demonstration which should prevent Moolraj from exe- Hio kiin !
cuting any design against him or Colonel Cortlandt, who
commmanded the garrison of Dhera Ismael Khan, The

Khan lost no time in making preparations to act. A

party of 300 horse had been left by Lieutenant Edwardes
‘ta complete the collection of the revenue at Leiah, whers
they were attecked, on the 16th of May, by 400 Mowltan Defeat of
notse, with ten zumbooruks (light field-guns), who were Mouiten
completely defeated, with the loss of their guns, Meuwn-
. while, Colonel Cortlandt, with. his force, amounting to
about 4000 men, quitted Dhera Tomael Kban, and pro-
' ceeded to the scuthward by the base of the mountnins,
being joined on his way by a Beloochee chief named Rative allies
Melah Khan, with 100 of his tribe, who were sent to taka ~
the fortress of Sunghur, a place to the west of Attock,
which surrendered after six hours’ fighting, the garrison
retreating upon Moultan. Another Belonchee chief, named
Kora Khan Khosa, soon after joined the colonel, whode-
spatehed him. with 800 of his tribe, horse end foot, against: Attck of e
the fort of Dhers (hazee Khan, the second city in: the o Phert
province. Tho Beloochee chief seems to have executed Khav.
his orders with jveat zeal, expedition, and success.  He
marched his men along the skirt of the hills, sending for-
waid 4 messenger to the commandant of the fort with a
summons to give it up. The Seiks, however, resolved to.

fight, for the place. They went eut to give baitle, and

were defeated ; the fort was surrendered, and the kerder Captre of
slain,  Colonel Cortlandt (who appears to have expected Sia RSNy
that the Beloochees would have only amused the garrison) checs
found the business over when he came up. He oceu-

pied the town, wheve Lieutenant Edwardes joined him on

the 20th of May, and on the merning of that day another
engagement. toolk place between ihe Beitish forees and

' -. 2 7
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criAp. XX the Moultanese insurgents, who were routed with great
slanghter, their chief, Chatur Mull, being killed, and an-
other chief, Tunga Mull; taken prisoner.”

sunction of - Fieutenant Bdwardes effected a junetion with Colomel
Edwarae’s | forilandg's forces, by which a body of about 7000 men
tadtsforees. was pluced under their joint command; | ‘With this foree
eonsiderable siccess was achieved, and it was confidently
anticipated for & time that these young officers, at the

head of such a small and irregular force, were to bring -
{he rebellion summarily to & closs, aud re-annex Moultan
to the. Punjaub, ere the British resident ov the com-
- mander-in-chief could adopt any definite line of policy
for the suppression of this unexpected outbreak.  The
Commresof - PrEsy ag usual were a8 ‘severs in their criticisms on the
e vress tardy operations of the commander-in-chief, as they after-
wards were on his supposed vashness and indiseretion.
Phe “Friend of India” censured in the seversst terms
- % the tame condiict of the chiéf authovifies,” and pre-
i oo dicted that there would be no Moultan laurels but for
vietory. Igwardes and Cortlandt.  None more worthy indeed
could be achieved: The gallant lientenant, now advanced
to the rank of a/major, led the British troops and their
allies under the very walls of Monltan, after twice defeat-
ing a force greatly superior to them in numbers. But
‘L{;Sffﬁ\t}.’ of the fortifications of Moultan were such as'bad défiance to
Youltan- - the efforts of an irvegular force, with no: other artillery
than a few light field-pieces. - Major Fdwardes at once
‘perceived his inability to' make the slightest impression
on the fortress with the troops under his command, and
he accordingly despatched a messénger to the British
rosident ut Lahore, for reinforcements avd heavy artillery.
Meanwhile the position of the British force in the neigh-
bourhood of Moultan was somewhat critieal.  The hold

Inttuence of he had upon his native allies had owed much of its force .
native to his own tact and the guccess widch had hitherto at-
alllavce. tended bhis operations; and to the latter cause also may
be agoribed the successive junction of Shere Siag and
other Hsilc chiefs, at the head of about 10,000 men.

AT 184,
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fuch allies, however; were a source of far move appre- OHAP. X1%. |
liension than confiderice to Major Edwardes. Manyiof  (maiinie
ths Seiks were knowri to be disaffected, and hé was obliged '
to wateh their camp, situated about 4 mile from his own,
with searcely less jealousy than that of Mooleaj. His
suspicions of his Seik allies proved enly tog well founded, Faitileness
" Their defection speedily turned the scale againgt him, ﬂ;fm il
and he was obliged to take up & new position, at.a much
greater distance from the stronghold of Moolryj, But
though itwas no longer to be hoped for that the gallantyy
of this British officer would prove sufficient to counteract
‘the decp-laid plots and. yachinations of the Seiks, the
 cheek he had given at so eritical a period was productive
of the most important results. » Much valuable fime was fmportant
gained:  The cautious deliberations of those ot the L Wil
of affaive were caxvied on while he held the enemy at Edwardes
bay,-and by the time it became obvious that the most ey
dedisive measures were indispensable, they wete ready to
foxrward to his aid @ force capable of coping with such
difficulties. On the 21st December 1848, General Whish
af length effected a junction with Major Bdwades, in the
neighihonrhood of Moultan, by which he found himself af
the head of an. eﬁ’imentﬁarc&&ﬂwuntmg 1o iﬂfOOO‘B!ltSBh Advanea of &
troops, and 17,000 allies, and with 150 pieces of ordnanee, {oret'v ! he
nearly half of which were of thy largest calibre.. The siese.
result becarne 1o longer donbtful. After one of the most i
obstinate and gallant, defences on the part of the enemy
ever recorded in the annals of [ndian warfare, the eify of
Moultan was yielded to the British commander, and its
citadel nectipied by a British garrison, thogh not till the
pringipal powder magazine of the defenders; containing
' nearly @ million pounds of powwder, had been blown into
‘the air, and their principal granavy and stores Lad heen
Shurmed. 0 . ;
| When the citadel of Moultan had at length fallervingo Tribute to
the bands of the British, one of the first acty of the EESJ“E&T%L?[
victors was to pay a graceful though vain tribute to fi P
remains of those who had been the first victims of Seik
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crap x1e freachary. Whe proceeding ie thus navvated by an officer
s e who: bore o part in the sad rites, with which the con-

' querors sought to repair the wrongs already so signally
The businl, - avenged 1= Oa  the evening of the 96th, I joined in'a
' ery pleasing, thdugh'qnq}ancholy curernony. The budaly %
place of Mv, Agnew and Tienfenant Anderson had been
discovered; and it was determined to exhume “the bodies,

and move them to the fort., The grave was opened nnder

788 WAR IN MOGLTAN AND THI PUNIAUR,

the superintendance of one of bheir most intimate friends,
and the bodies were found to be in & sufiivient state of
_ preservation to be identified. | A carrying and faneral
party, with the b and of the fusiliers, to which regiment;
Tieutenant Andersony formerly belomged, attouded, with
a large portion of the officersin camp, and anoved off from: -
the Hedgah, near which the bodies had -.I)esn‘.jbundg‘,'._s,g,; _
 five o'clock, and, entaring the fore by the breack, the coffins
wers deposited in & grave which had been prepared in
{he highest part of the fort. The chaplsin was in aftend-

A ¥ _

‘ance, and read the fusieral servies in a most impressive
Coineident | While the united forces nder General Whish were
a?:,]f?;hi“s " Bresching the walls of Moubtan, and veduoing Ioolraj to
the desperate position which ab Jength compelled him to
capitulate on the 21sb of Janwaxy 1849, and to yield wp
the ruined city and its shattered but still strongand for-
sl dahle fortress to the British general; the commander-
fu-chief had to withstand « still more formidable resist-
anee it the open fiald, Notwithstanding the desr-bought
expeiience of the former Heile campaign, the commander-
in-chief ‘wes found at this second outbreak of the turbu-
ﬁLt::L?}lft?iﬁ? tent Roldiety of the Punjaub fully as wnprepared as he-
S P fore, t'iwns nok indeed to be expected. thab an estab-
Tishnient was o be kept along the banks of the Sut-
lodge, ready to take the field at a moment’s notice ;
‘still the knowledge acquived of the charactey and mo-
~ tives of the Seik revolutionists during the previous war,
“wag such as showed the nccessity of constant watchful-
fess and preparation for way, so long as British forces -

Yo i
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 After the lapse of a considerable period of painful sus- :
pense, the Indian Mail of February 1849, brought to «bait,
 England confused rumours of a decisive battle having

been fought, which svecessive publications of demi-

ﬁﬁciﬁi information tended only more effectually to clothe

with doubt and apprehension. During the intcival be-

tween the arvival of the siceeeding mails in March, the

ost painfal anxiety prevailed. Reports weve cirenlated Reportsor
that, the British forces had sustained a tolal defeat, oy

the snost extravagant rumours were believed, and a

state of feverish excitement prevailed, which required fax

niore acceptable nows than the most flattering narrative

conld convey of the donbtful victory gained by the British

armg ott the banks of the Jelum, * Our narvative of the
eanguinary battle of Chillianwalla,” says the Indian Mail

of March 5, 1849, “which, thongh terned & vietory, Dissatistic-
might by a not very partial historian ‘be described as a Tt bk
defent, must be compiled flom the details furnished hy the result.
writers on the spot to the various public journals, whicl

are unanimou in their condemuation of ihe general.

“ Not, since the destruction of the garvison of Cabul,’ scys

¢he Bombay Times, ¢ hasso heavy a catalogue of blunders Blame

and miisfortunes been catried home from India as that g
which the present mail conveys; we have, for the first

tire since 1842, to give particulas of the annihilation of

half regiments, from the sheer mismanagement of the
commanding oficer.” The Bombay Telegraph believes

“the opinion to bo almost universal, that the terrible
slangliter duving the engagement is attributable, in a

great measure, to the want of forethought, judgment, and

tactical skill ofu the part of the commander.’”

" Tiord Flardinge was no Jonger present to control the Partiality
impetaons hardihood of Lord Gough, and the public, Sea
however willing to overlook the rashest daring when it is
‘encoessfnl are little inclined to charity or even to reason,

when it Teads to loss or to dgfeat. Lord Gougl had been
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OHAP. XX, cmnpelled a8 in his former ca.mp&igﬂ to maneeuvn. ity
5, stead of fight, from the want of an effective foree and
sufficient supplies.  On the 5th of January, the British
forma nnder his command lay encamped at Janiki, with-
5?:1}};{11‘:5}3' in a day’s march of the Heik army, tnder Shere Siig,
wmy. | which had taken up a formidable position, at Moong, on
the Iefc bank of the Jelum.  Lovd Gough had at one
titne intended to wait the fall of Moultan before he
attacked the Seike, but he found reason to dread the
unfavourahle effects which his inactivity was celeulated
~ to exert on that portion of the natives whose co-operation
and neutrality depended solely on his suceess, while it
afforded Shere Sing an opportanity of lavgely sugment-
ing his army, Accordingly, on the 1ith of Junuary, the
British forces Ieft their ent-ampmenf, at Janiki, and
ma ched in the direction of the Seik camp. Shere Sing’s
forces were found to be intrenched in a position of great
i naf.nml strength, which they had still farther secured by
Space. works of formidable extent. The commander-in-chiof
plan by is affirmed to huve hastily changed his plan of opera-
Lovd Gough iong and to have perilied the safety of the whole British
firocs by ordering an aftack on the enemy’s cimap about
two hours after noon, when it had been previously re-
golved to defer all active operations till the following
day. The ground was impeded with jungle, which con-
S conled the Seik matehlock men, and afforded them an’
ature of the | :
Seik camp,  immense advantage. The British forces were compelled
to storin butteries at the bayonet’s point, most advania-
geously posted on steep heights, and still farther pro-
tected by artificial works. Darkness put an end to the
engragement, leaving the British in possession of the field
f“:‘:u‘;*r! %ﬂﬁ-‘! of of battle. But their loss had been terrible. Nearly an
_ hundred officers were killed or wounded ; 2269 troops,
including nearly 1000 Ruropesus, were disabled, ov left
dead on the field, while whole troops had heen com-
pelled to give way beture the determinad front of the
enemy, and the drna.dly fire of their artillery, Such a
questionable vietory sufficed to overshadow the trinvmphs
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at Motiltan, aiid to incrense the anxiety and apprehen- CHAR XIX.
aion: with which the overland mail was avbicivated in , e
Hugland. : ; i

- Meanwhile the fall, of Moultan had released a large Reinforce-
body who were pressing forward to reinforce the army “L;‘:;ff b
of Lord Gough, while the fotal inaction of Shere Sing‘_.?.'!ﬂ,.f Moul-
proved that the bloody field of Chillianwallah had para- e
-lyzedfthe"mo’v‘émpnts' of the Seiks even move than it had
crippled the available resources and damped the exulting
“anticipations of the British. .

.1 Victory, however, had not deserted the British arms Victory of
in India. Anotherinterval of feverish suspense elapsed, bl 1
and then came the unofficial reports, followed after a
comparatively brief interval by the despatchus of the
comimander-in-chief, snnouncing the trimmph of Goo-

jerat. The Seik army estimated at 60,000 men, with 4
fifty-nine pieces of artillery, and & powerful auxiliary. &
force of Afghan cavalry, had bheen completely routed.

% IPheir ranks broken ; their position carried ; their guns,
ammunition, camp-equipage, and haggage, captured ; and

 their flying masses driven before the vietorious pursuers

from mid-day to dusk,” Fifty-three pieces of artillery lefr. Spolls of the
in the hands of the victors, along with the camp, baggage, ****"
‘magazines, and a vast store of ammunitions, abandened by

the fiying Seiks, abundantly testified to the trinmph which

tiad at length dissipated the apprehensions of thousands,

who waited with anxious dread the announcement of the

first despatch that should narvate the proceedings subse-

quent to the dear-bonght field of Chillianwallah. ]

© The victory of Goojerat proved to be complete and de~ Declsive ;
cisives:. Oneo more the van of thé British army had ik
maintained its ground on this remote border of British
Tndia until reinforcements could be brought up, and
supplies forwarded to the point of attack, end then try-
ing the strength of the opposing power on & well-fought
field, victory had unequivocally declared for the con-
~querors of the Fast. 'The fruits of this battle were the
entive surrender of the Se:,yz arniy, including their cora-
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CHAP. XIX, mander, Rajah Shere Sing, his: father, Chuttur Sing, his
brothers, snd most of the principal Seik sivdars and
chiefs. . Forty-one picces of artillery, the wholo that re-
surrender mained uneantured by the British, were at the same
f,fﬁ"ff}ld‘"f“ time: uncondatmnally surrendered, and the remains of the
arms.  Lgonquered ‘arny, to the number of 16,000 Heik soldiers,
{aid down their arms in the presence of the British
troops. 'The principal seene of this act of surrender by
the vanguished was a place called Hoormuk, at one of
the principal fords of the river, across which their
Lyoken tanke had fled in dismay before the final cherge
of the victoss of Goojerat. At this spot the S¢ik soldiers
crossed und delivered up their arms, passing through the
lines of two native infantry regiments appointed for this
duty, ¥ech of the Seiks received a rupee to subsist him
on his return home, in addition to which zhey were par«
mitted to retain their horses,
. Méusures | ‘In the general ovder of the gma:.nnr-.geneml, mﬂl
(St e wifich he accompanied the weleome despatches annonnes
mg the result of the campaign; he adds !  Bat the war
is not yet concluded ; nor can there be sny cessation of
hostilities until Dost, Moh'ammed Khan' and the Afghan
army ave either driven from the province of Peshawur,
or destroyed within'it.” = The most deterrnined measures
were aceordingly adopted against the Seik allies who still
remained in arms.  But the greatest apprehension of the
victors was that they should escape them by flight, there
being littie veason to apprehend that any Afghan foree
would alone withstand ‘the British' arms on the open
field.  On the évening of the same day on which Major-
Puramit of - general Sir Walter Gilbert saperintended the disarming
Yoy, of Shere Bing’s army, he pushed on by forced marches
Gilbert, towards Attock, in hopes of overtaking the Afghang
hefore they could succeed in ‘crossing the Indus. In
‘this, however, he failed. The Afghans were alveady
soross the great river, and the impatient general pushiug
on with his staff, and accompanied only by a small
escort, beheld them from ' n  mneighbouring eminence

A D 1849



‘busily engaged in the destenction of the bridge of boats
by which they had effected their timely possage, « The
sight of the British stafl filled the flying enemyy with new
apprehansions, as they hed believed the British to be
still $wn days’ march behind. The artillery was speedily

QL
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broughit to bear upon thigm, and fifteon of the best boats
forming the bridge were vecured. - By means of thin the

British troops were passed across the Jndus; and negotia-
tions were entered into with the Khyberries to obstruct
the reteeut of the Afghaus through the treaded defids of
which they were the gunrdians. But the Indus was
rising, Its deep and rapid flood retarded the passage of
the cavalry and artillery indispensable for the pursuit,
while fear mged on the retreat of the dying foe, who wore
struck with sneh panie at. the ' sudden appearsnce of
the British at the passage of the Indug, that they aban-
doned their baggape in order to aceelerafe their Hight,
By this menns, Dost Mohammed Khan suceceded in
renching Dalka, on the western side of the Khyber: Pass,
' and thereby escaping the vengeance he had provoked by
- his junetion with the vebellious Beiks. :
| 'With the flight of the Afghans beyond the Khyber
Pass the war was of an end ; but mew tueasmves, were
requisite to guard ogainst tho renewal of  similar vut
~ ‘breaks of the restlers and daring Khalse. "Within the
brief period that had elapsed since the summary rocall of
Lord Ellenbovough; expevience and necessity had over-
theown every theory of British poliey in Indip.  One
. critie, in snmming up the record of events of the previous
year; at the time wien unly the first steps in the new
war beyond the Sutledge had transpived, remarks : “ A
vear barren of events, although a tame and unatiractive
period to readers of history, is a propitious ene to good
rulers, especially yulers of such acountry as India, | The
want of time, and opparfunity, and political guiety to
digest plans of improvement; has been the ready and un-
answerable exouse of every governor of India sinee the
administration of its affdirs has been transferred to our
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cua®. x1x, hands from those of the Moguls. The! fauls. i s
A, 1se, theirs ; it is the vies, or xdther a maisforturre, msepamble

from: tho cirenmstances of Britich rule in India in rela—
Obstacles to

. parmanent. . tion to the native powers, which clothe it with progres-
e sive (or, a8 some say, AgTessive) aftributes, that a station-

ary. policy is not only irreconcileable with the aecurity of
our Indian empive, but imypracticable; and the intorvals
of suspension of war and conquest ave fow and hrief.
e last thyee governors of India furnish exuwples
. whiclt the next three may be compelled to follow.
Recent % Lord Ellenborough, Sir Henry Hurdmga, and Lord
e Dalhrmsze, proveeded. to India with visions of peace, of
prosperous revenues, and of the realization of hénevolent
schemes of social ' benefit for the people of Indin. The
first was, upon his arrival, immersed in the perils and
verplexitivs of the Cabul outbreak and the Mahratts
capmpaign, ‘The sacond was most nuwillingly : forced: by
a Seik invasion into & war, fivst of defence and then of
g - conguest, beyond our fmnmra. Lord Dalhousie, in !Lke
U yerihiot ot toanner, hag been compelled to desert the seat of guvern-
Jer R Ciment whcm he was busied with plans of domestic im.
plans, provement, and to enter wpon projects which, from the
| magnitude of the preparations, appesr to embrace the
conquest of an extensive territory, the cost of which will
exhaush the present and pledge the futuve reveunes of
India, postponing every scheme of local and general im-
provement and moral amelioration which demands an
y outlay of money.. Should our presage be correct, and the
Questionanle Bnnuh empire be extended to the Indus, that ‘forbidden’
:“3‘3“1"!'1‘3’“; f& q river, conveniently termed the ¢ historical houndary of
. abomndary. Andia,’ will not be a final boundary any more than the
"Sutledge bas been ; the expausion of our line of frontiers,
bringing us into contact with new neighbours, jealous of
out greatuess or alarmed at onr ‘proximity, will involve
s in fresh quarrels, and we shall be led onward, until,
a5 Baron Hugel predicts, we reach Herat. Thigis the -
vondition of our existence as a ruling power in India;
and critics of our administvation there, instead of expos-
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ing its imperfections, and proclaiming the vast amount of crap, x8

whay has not been done to ameliorate the people, would
be iore just if they compared what has been accor-
plished with the time and means at our command,~in
snatehes of repose, broken by sudden political explosions,
whichi ‘engrous the attention and the energies of the go~
vernment, amidst the financial incumbrances created hy
an increasing expenditure, which cannot be met, as in
ofher countiies, by increase of taxation® The result

A D 1840

hing proved the justice of these remarks.  Bya proclama- Grounas of -
tion of the governor-general of India, dated March 30¢h fnnesagoenel

1849, the Punjaub is’ declived to he a’ portion’ of the
British empire in ' India; and the same official doenment
thus enters on the defeunce of British policy »—“For many
years, in the time of Maharajsh Runjeet Bing, peace and
 friendship prevailed between the British nation and the
Seiks, When Runjeet Sing was dead, and his wisdom
no longer guided the counsels of the siuie, the sirdars
and the Kbalsa army, without provocation and without
cause, suddenly invaded the British' territories. Their
artay was agam and again defeated.  They were driveu
with slaughter and iu shame from the country tliey had
invaded, and at the gates of Tahore the Mahurajeh Dhu-
leep Sing tendered o' the governor-general the subrmis-
gion of himself and his chiefs, and solicited the clemency

the Punjanb,;

of the British government. The governor-general X lemency of

tended the cleniency ‘of his government to the state
Lahove ; he genernusly spared the kingdom which he had
“acquired a just right to subvert; and, the maharajah
having been replaced oh the throne, treaties of friendship
were formed betwoen the states. The British have faith-
fully kept their word, and have serupulously observed
every obligation which the treaties imposed upon them.

‘of tie British.

But the Seik people and their chiefs have, on their part, pam,_@,,_nm'
grossly and faithlessly violated the promises by whiah of the Seiks.

they were bound.” Of their annual tribnte, no portion
whatever hos at any time been paid, and large loans ad-
vanced to them by the government of India have never



CHAD. RIX hoen yepaid. U'he control of the Biitish governnient, to
gy which they voluntarily submitted themselves, has been
cosisted by arms.  Peace has been cast aside.  British
 fficers have heen murdered when acting for the state;
others erggag”e&sgp-the like employment have trencherously
Their fnat  boen thrown into captivity. Fina'ly, the army of the
oubrenk.  iate und the whole Seik people, joined by many of the
sirdars in the Punjaub who signed the treaties, and led
iy a membek of the regency itself, have visen in arms
p  against us, and have waged a fierce and bloody war for
the proclaimed purpose of Qestroying the British and
their power. The government of India formerly declared
that it desired no further conquest, and it proved by its
- aots the sineerity of its professions. The government of
Yionéaty of  India has mo desiva for conquest now; but it s bound,
ot in its duty. to provide fully for its pwn security, and to
: cuand the interesis of those comoiited to its charge. To
that end, and as the only sure mode of protecting the
* state from the perpetual recurrence of unprovoked and
wasting wurs, the governor-general is compelled to resolve
Neoessity for upon the entire sabjection of a people whom their own
. gpclishing  government has long been unabie fo controi, and whom
o pendence.  (as events have now shown) ne punishment can deter
from violence, no acts of friendship can concilinte to peace.
Whevefore the governor-general of India has devlared,
and ereby proclaims, that the kingdom of the Punjaub
i§at an end; and that all the territories of Maharajah
Dhuleep Sing are now and henceforth 4 portion of the

British erapire in Indis.” {ER '
Juitios of The wonted justice of British rule tempered the policy
Sl ‘t_h_ua'forced upon’ it. ' The maharajah has Leen treated
with due consideration of his rank, the propeérty of all
who had not forfeited their rights by theie own conduct,
has been respected, and tlie utmost care has been taken
to preserve to ail the free exercise of their religion.
What the final vosults of this new annexation to our
Tndian empire tuay Prove to bs, it is vain to speculate.
Whether the Indus, “the historical boundary of India,”
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sha.ll pmve tt' hﬂmen ﬂgmnat forengn aggression and a

it tﬂBr\twh mmslhiom remains to be seen’; but may
years st alapse, even under the most peawf&ﬂ sWay;
eve the divevse vaces and ereeds of Buitish Todia can be
rdtsoumleti, and the vast peninsuls consolidated into ene

kingdom, united by the safe bonds of mu bual, conﬁdem-a' ;
and the sense of a wige, Justy, and bemgnant rale, P o
perience has heretofore overturned every speculation.

The fixet, qampmgn inthe Panjantb was vegasded Ly many,
whose judpment was wotthy of confidence, ss final ; few
- perhags will venture to rronounce the same of the second,

_ mbmihawndmg tha appment ﬁnaht 2 oi m resu}ts '

Such e ﬁh& hmtwy of the }Msﬁst and perhaps thed most
eritical s.tmggle which Britain hus yet been compelled to
engage in, in.orderto maintain the mtegmy of her Indian
empire.  The disastrous. struggles in Afghanistan are
altogether mmgmﬁmnt when compared with a war thas

- waged on terms so nearly equal, and yat so hardly brought
to a‘triumphant close. When we take into gonsideration
all tha vircumstances of the former campaign, we can
readily account for them.  The real strongth of the Af. ¢

ghans wasshowi in their final retvest from the Punjaub.
They are indeed formidable in their native fastnesses;

but, this arises morve from the natural fe-atu.ges of the
eountry, then fivm the skill of their brave but nndisei-
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i plined bands, = Even in their strongholds and amid thﬂit_.
. terrible passes, British arms, un under proper and skillfil »

ieaders, found no d:ﬁwulty in coping with them, and on
a fair field they 1)1&1 0%, l:%? apprehension could be

excited hy the 4, g‘vbu thdugh greatly outnumbering
. their opponents. But the el
Their bravery is fully equal to that of their opponents.
Their skill and discipline is not greatly inferior, and it

ave altogether differents

camshardly be questioned, that under Euaropean leaders,

and with the same unsaimity which their patriotic de-
Yotion to the commonwealth of Govind inspired in their
first contest with the British, the mercenaries of our






