
the crisis sh o u ld  h a r e  passed, h e  m ig h t ag reeab ly  m r  CRAP, JV. 
.rise th e  sovereign  and  th e ir  friends by th e ir  r e a p p e a r -  a .,iI ' isos:. 

;uh*{*. FU> began  u h o  to  o U  off th e  oCTonaive, ronk»’># 
various .incursions in to  th e  en em y ’s te rr i to ry  an d  Ida 
re tu rn  fm ih  th en ce  M e n "w it! ib o o ty  w o n d e rfu lly  .revived 
(ho sp irits  o f his-adteresirfr. *

T h e  .ra ttio rio , meat) th e  wi-hb liis  h o s t h i  fu ll g g < * '*
m y , : W a s  b ea rin g  dow n' t p o a  Cocliih. T h a t c ity  p os
sessed a  v e ry  defensible position,- ad i t  co a id  o n ly  he  ap~- 
p roadu .d  across- a num ber of- 'islands:'- sep a ra ted  ftetiii tiio  
(on tinen  t b y  narrow -channels. B u t i.heat ch an n e ls  w ere  
passable by  fo rds, ip  d jfe .id  w h ich  bfti -iuna th e  m ain  o b 
je c t-o f  th e  I?ortiig'ii«®., T lie  ftiH oL r. aupp n‘tcdh :u  a 
ileei of 1U0 vessels, m a rch ed  tow ards one o f  i.lio.-f© sh a l
lows, a t  a- p lace  w h ere  M s 8%ti#>dron h ad  roovu to  aid 
T h ey  im m ed ia te ly  boenn an  a t ta c k  u p o n  fo u r  -European 
bfnk&^.nnd'at th e  r-xuae tim e ti»v w h o le  ;.u-;my a tte m p te d  
to  .pass oyer* P acheco aw aited  the- o n se t w ith  400 of h is  
co u n try m e n  and  500 chosen tro o p s  o f  C o c h in . T h e  

• l a t t e ’, however;, as-seen as th e y  saw  th e  m ig h ty  h o s t in  
g litte rin g  a rm o u r .adym ieihg' w i th  loud sh o u ts  in to  th e  
w ater, fled a t  fu l l  .s|.ffisd, leav in g  o n ly  th e i r  tw o  ehiefe, 
w hom  Paoheco- d s ta b e d , th a t  th e y  m ig h t  bo w itnesses 
o f  E u ro p e a n  v a lo u r. T he M at a tta c k  wits' m ade b y  th e  A*siru«ef.ti* 
fleet, o f  w hich  th e  profit) covered th e  sea :, y e t  h is  l i t t le  
squadron- k e p t  up  a fire  so. w e ll d irec ted , th a t  a ll  th e  
sh ips w h ic h  approached  were ' 'h h e  V ault or dispersed.
T h e .h a rd es t cojvflict w as w ifch.tw aM y, w h ich  w ere  b o u n d  
to g e th e r-b y  an  iyen chain  ; !>ut Pacheco, by  i iw d ta u m e d  
discharge fro m  a  large  cannon , c u t  tip : ch a in  in tw o , an d  
th e y  w ore sca tte red  lik e  th e  o thers, T h e  land-army, 
m ean tim e, w ere  .making f iu ip tw 'e ffo rts  to  pass th e  ford,, 
darkening: file  a ir  w ith  their- ja v e lin s , w h ich  th e y  dis
charged  f ro m  tv h  uge tu r r e t  w ith , p o w erfu l effort, T h e  
a tta c k  w as co n tin u ed  so long, tl-S-u. th e  P o rtu g u e se  w ere  
n e a rly  overpow ered  w ith  fa tig u e  y e t  t.fe ir  l i t t le  baud  
m ain ta in ed  th e ir  g ro u n d  so f i rm ly ,a n d  k e p t  up" so dc- 
u tm etiv e  a  f ire , th a t  th e ' e n e m y  w as fin a lly  b ea ten  o C  
O f th e  .defenders a  -few -were w ounded , t u t  n o t a  ..single



man killed ; while more than a thousand of their op- 
a. rITtiJ ponenta were believed to have fallen,

■ The -jzjiniorin, most -Tbepiy mortified by this issue, de- 
pvepwwtoi* terrained ip  make another grand effort,. He augmented 

'm fU h S r  ^ ‘s  ^ e e *’ i o  tipW fcr<&  O f  two W m !  vessels,- and put. 
fliitufe. Id;000 troops on hoard, designing-ip. make a combined

naval and military attack, Pacheco, on seeing-this ar
mament approach) ordered hiSirrtB not to' move till the 
enemy should come up,.when ho opened a tremendous 
fine, which struck them with such amazement,.'that, in 
spite of the utmost fipcej îonhon the part of their leaders, 
the where hetook them.-.-chres to a .-shameful flight. 
Rl^iilltof attempts, always with the same-, result, were 
m ole on successive days .tbb Indian^pvereigo, .On 
the last occasion-the Portuguese'.were rather hard pressed, 
and suffered sotoo Toss; but the casualties on the other, 
side were -also greater than ever, and sickness having 
hrolc- n out in his army, he renounced -alh hopes of suc
cess, and returned, to Calkmti

Foundation These advantages may. he' considered as having laid 
eiupirnr^ the foundation of .European empire in India. It lienee 
India. became manifest, that; the .innumerable multitude of the 

native people, and the vaeil armies, which they brought 
into the field, would .not avail wither for conquest or de
fence, and that a handful ojf disciplined warriors possess
ed an irresistible superiority over tiio countless hosts of 
Asia. Pacheco pointed o i t  the road of victory to AJbu- 

. " qucrqne, hy the brilliancy ahit eactout of wjbosa exploits 
h >a own nans Was aftojyurds eclipsed ; yet, with k$fk 
nor means, he tnmiuanded more' uniform success, and- 
was perhaps superior to him in wise] ,n and talent, m  
well m  in humnuity. lie was at length superseded by. 

Areivau>.fa Lopo -Suarez, who arriyisd. with, a fleet and nrmy from 
arriy nota .Portugal, bu 1 who treafci d him with. merited distinction, 
I’ortuguL and on. their return hpine loaded his character with.

the highest comaoeudotphs. In Ms. zeal for the public 
«e*iyice he had neglected- his private fortune,"Which the 
king;gave him an opportunity of retrieving by appoint
ing him Governor of h'l Mina, the chief .settlement on
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the coast o f  Africa* H e m  however, a violent .faction cAap. tv  
was rawed against h im ; he was sent home in c h a in s , a. d, im> 
.soul k ep t'lon g  in cor.fineme'nt j^and though at last ho- W)TOm of 
notirabiy a b u t t e d ,  died w ithout receiving the rewards i-aoii^n. 
duo to hia signal merits. _ . . ‘ ,

Soarex, on reaching'the coast of India was hxrnedi- '"’ 
ately waited on hy a Moor called Goje '.Bequi, accompa
nied by a Portuguese boy" who had been a captive at 
Calient. They brought orettim  a of peace froft. the z,a ■ 
inorin, who oifered to release all the prisoners#1 and to 
grant every comr> t srcialpriyitegfe the admiral could desire.
This chief appears to have been now in âimcst.,, and 
Lope agreed to steer for Calicut, wh nee a ship;'hfo%ht 

• out to him' a supply of provisions' w;Ub. several of l- ic prin- 
cipal captives# who were delivered unconditionally. The 
treaty seemed to be proceeding in the 'most favourable^ lowe*. 
train# Then the Europeans added a condition, that the 
Milanese who' had 'assisted the xamOrin in the late war 
should be delivered up. The Moorish negotiator n  plied, 
that an article which so deeply affected his master’s 
honour could not ho concluded, without Special reference 
to • 'himself; for which purpose' a certain delay was 
craved, as he was then at some-distance in the interior.
But Soarei':, with, that overbearing temper to which Ms XBs cnwfnj- 
eountrymea were 'too prone, demanded immediate as- piia!,ls- 
sent; and tins being withhold, he opened a  lire upon 
tire city, and reduced a great part of it 10 nabes. He 
then railed for Cochin, the king or which earnestly press
ed him to destroy Cranganor, n frontier town strong!; 
attached to the v. morin. fie found this a somewhat 
difficult task ; however, after- an obstinate contest, he 
took the place, bur ned it, and can-led the fleet, in triumph 
to-his head establishment. Having afterwards destroy wl 
a  considerable squadron -stationed at Famine, he returned 
to Europe.

In 1505, the Xing of Portugal sent out a large fleet rtm ctooy 
tuadev IVancisio A Imsyda,'who Iwre for the first tune 
the pompous title- of Viceroy of India. Having - spent 
some time in establishing the dominion of his flag over



Chap. jv. Emu-xn. Africa,- he sailed across-Malabar.- 1m resent- 
x  a  vios. wauitut i'.w: some, acts .of piracy, ho attacked fAvinr, and ob

tained temporarjr|>oaeM-on of that place j hut. the enemy 
a w .  down jV  such, ra«fc numbers, that he was soon 

•c j. obliged to re-embark. However, as they had suffered 
sovepety, and as his strength was still - fonnidable, they 
were cJluecd to grant hisdomandfi, l ie  was soon after
wards flattered, by the arrival of an embassy from the 

loraUu; King -of - J^ronga,' c. mighty Mohammedan potentate, 
•Kin* ofifivr- whose capital, Rifflingar, m a  justly described as far sar 
6ing'"'' passing jut. magnificence the -greatest of the maritime 

cities. The unrivalled splendor r of the gems which they 
brought as presents bora ample testimony to kite'wealth 

■. , of their master. They curried- it motet, courteous mes
sage from this-.great 'sovereign, who-evon offered to be
stow in marriage on. John, the young prince of Portugal, 
bis daughter, a virgin of exquisite beafify,- What reply 

jtaf;" : - was made respecting the duty historians have not record '̂
ed ; but Almeydafs answer showed a disposition to culti
vate a friendly mteawoorse w ith the monireV.. himself.-- 

^  4t (~>XI rcI’airai& b> Cochin ho found a remarkable change.
' 11 ‘ Triumpara, the old and. faithful frie&d of the PrrUiguesc, 

was- now it fokir,, living on herbs, clothed In. tatters, re- 
noum ir g  the world, and entirely absorbed m the con- 
tempkWon of the mysterious essence -of Brai:s'mA,---i:j 
tranhfornsatiou of which the West liar presented only 
cno. signal example, hut which is much less foreign to 
oriental-ideas, A»arior,s- ut> he was 'to - show every 
mark of rasped to this benevolent devotee, it would 
hav c been superflnous to bestow his rich presents ub one- 
who had bidden adieu for ever to the earth''and all its 
cone crus. He tenderad them tehis u.ephew.,.’Nfl:n.d>eadfra} 
who, by the law of nayr fjucce&dou, had already ascend
ed ids unol^s throne, Meantime Coulan, a port fre
quented m  account, of the abundance-of'excellent pepper 

eMumgs of r / ', ‘c'k ih.afibrdt'dphad become'-the scone of a dromlful 
p,e norm- tragedy, Homo, whom Ahneyda had stationed there, 
eiieiw ^ n t  fading p. te malt« up Ms cargo, determined

upan using.-the most violent means for eifoulhig his oh-
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He caused ail the Mooakinfei ahi'pa to; be tifeniaattai, cua*1. c v, 
and would roJ a flow them fro take on honvcl a pound of A ft"ft t, ' 
the • spspe -t-3'11 <the Portuguese had- complied-thair lading.
Tins' oute-genus pyoliibltioa i#ait as tumoying - to-Theein*- 'ftjatjowHoti'-
•fives as do the Moors; and the farmer west' eiisny in-
diced to join m u jsdhei.no of revenue. They assembled
in fast numbers, and abacked the wsgivmn?, who,,
amounting to uo mwe than thirteen., fried to a tdmpel
dedicated to the Tirghi.. Tbo mob soon
this sanctuary; hut not hem g able ••to' feeo an entrance,
they brought-a -quantity-of wood, and sfrieeefetling m set--
ting fire to it, they destroyed the ndSB.ee with all who were
m it. .Akneyda censured and. even degraded Hiuno-ftW'ho,
Knvovvi, had Kr ft the place before this crisis ft yet, deism.- ft a
mg it not the less necessary- to inflict a imsmorahi chas» 
tisejnent on the ,Coahtriitf.:s} he .sent ®n, armament -uitdtti 
Ms son Lorenzo, who destroyed a part of their fleet.

The viceroy now toti?i<i-himself -exposed to a dauge&of Miotiifli »r-. 
the first magnitude, and which threatened to shaft e the- aff-iosftSit.1' 
very ■foundation o'f,Poirtitgat»e ascendency, The Sultan Po*tugue*& 
of Cairo, inflamed at once by that bigoted zeal'- •with 
winch, the Mohammedan creed xiispirea i ts votaries, and 
b,Y the' injuries vhieh his-mgefe had ensfnlned from 
European pirates, fitted out a huge fleet, mud-sent it, 
under tlw, <joian.*wl of Mi r II worn, to the coast of-India, - 
to .extirpate, that.- infidel /race who- •were- extending eon- 
quirt and do'.Dstaih-n over nil the Eastern At

ft the time he im  : -el intelligence that fids flotilla Was' 
under Kail, a const l walee part of: hi,- aqoadroit was still 
out of.de r .Lorenzo, to whom he sent imtaxefcfens to -i*repiww.tiou»- 
nttark the cnonv bdftre they could iutive or. the c.iu.sti0 <Wt*o it, 
ami bp joined by any of the.native princes. rj hr yonthr 
admiral, wiio.-hijd anchored off the •■p6rt'iCrf- (Ihatik was 
busily- preparing to execute his father's directions ivLcr; 
the Egyptiant> were seen -approachmg the harbour.
The enemy,, -having a Ibyourabicv'-wiad mid tide, entered 
the river, and at onhe - drew up th tir -d iw  in order of 
battle. f? lie l*oi t iigneso fought for two days wi h the 
most desperate valour, not only keeping up s eons Ant •



CRAP. .tv. cannoflade,- but boarding' and capturing several of the 
A.itwos. sultan’s galleys.; and JLomufco •was only prevented by 

an adverse current from taking the commander’s ship. 
But on the second morning 'Mir Hocotn was reinforced 
^y .'Metftpw A<, the viceroy Of Bin, At the end of that 

n« Mcwii’h bloody day the -squadron utidor the son of Akneyda was 
dreadfully shattered ; the principalofetiere, including the 
gallant.leader himself, were, wounded ; and the force of 
the enemy was so immensely ̂ superior, as to leave no 
hope of a  successful resistance. I t was determined, in 
a council of war, to take advantagtvof a favourable tide, 
and-proceed.out -to sea.. Tim  movement having been 
cotfnenc.ed at midnight, Was going on. successfully, when, 
^  ^ f‘‘aif al mischance, tile ship in which Lorenzo him-, 

oftfeeadjut- seif. sailed mn foul of sons fishing-stakes. Pcfagio 
Pal: Sonar, who coumuuided the nearest galley, fastened a

rope, md, plying ail his oars, endeavoured to  tow her off, 
Iratihyvain,. Meantime the whole:.of the enemy’;* fleet, 
having discovered what was going on, pressed close 
behind, Sousa's men, apprehending that they would 
be involved in the fete of the vessel to which they were 
6 > -"> >t« 1, ha-1 iy cut the rope, when their ship was iirjre* 
audibly borne out So sea by the current, leaving the 
admiral to contend alone with Jiie • numerous pursuers. 
He was no v .entreated to enter a boat,.-.in- which he 
might still have, easily regained-..the fleet; that brave 
and high-spirited youth, however, declared his-fixed de- 
tcrmination not to abandon his crew in this extremity, 
bul to share ihsir fete whatever it- might be. He had 
not yet lost all hope that, by prodigious exertions of 
yalour, ho might hold out till the,.advancing tide should 
float Ids ship. He drew up his hundred men, of whom 
seventy were wounded, with such skill, that the enemy 
durst npt attempt to Ward, They merely collected thuir 
Vessels round him, « jd  opened a ■ tremendous fire, which 
wrapped the combat mts in a cloud of flame and smoke, 

ftnwery .of -Lorenzo having m e  ived a kill .in. the thigh, which ren- 
borawM. dcrcd him .unable to move, caused himself to be lashed 

to the - mast, whcnc I he continued to direct and cheer
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lua mon, At length another ball struck him in the CH.'n. r ir 
b m & t ;■ he fell down and expired. Still the crew re- . b :;:a ' 
listed three «acoo'«ivc attempts to board, till Molique jp -  
Aa, a prince equally e l;4Aii>nt>hod for bravery and hu- 
inimity, prevailed on the twenty siucvivors, all of whorri M-»wrishi«tHi-' 
■were wounded, to sun (uder, arid ta s te d  them with tins *% 
snosfc tender care and sympathy. -Be Barns adds, that 
ha >\ rote a letter to Almcyda, deeply condoling witlfhiro 
on the death of hfe son, whose, valour had eemmandfed hia 
warmest admiration.

Iv. was a most painful task to-communicate to the go- Contact of 
vernor the loss of his only m i, cut off In the midst of thc 
•fi-uch a high, and'• .hopeful career*- He received th iiM - 
ings with fortitude and piety, declaring that lie hM 
much-leas deedred-ibr tin? youth, long life tluiTi a distiu- 
guiahed r hamc-ver. -Gratified- in this ■ and trusting 
tiiot bo w;w , aw or joying the reward - of his excellent 
conduct, bo did not fed any iausc to mount. Moan- 
tkaG however, he was eagerly- preparing to. avenge hiss 
death, and that too, w a r e  sorry to add,- in a temper ill 
accordant with the -.meek spirit of the faith which he 
had just professed, lie  had. got heady a fleet of nineteen, 
ships, having on hoard an army partly Portuguese, partly 
not,ires of Cochin, and was■ about to sail, when hS  path 
was crossed by a most unexpected event,

In the year 1600, Aiphonso Albuquerque was de- 
spatchcd with a largo reinforcement to i. he fleet now in reinfotco- 
I ndin. He went out burning-Whit, hope, aud'big with, m0!m 
vast aehemos of ambition,, aspiring lo the .reputation of 
spreading the Portuguese away over all the East, Having 

'sailed first .to Arabia, he.reduced Ourikt, M uscat, and 
otiycr important- cities on that coast. He v hen attacked the 
celebrated k ingdom of Ormuz, and, after several dreadful 
combats by sea and land, had. so far succeeded as to impose 
a- treaty which, veodmed its king tributary, and was Proceeding 
erecting.a fbrfc ihai would have commanded the city, “f.Mptanio, _ 
when the treacherous desertion of throe- ©Phis'officers 
compelled nhn f -v the -present -to relinquish the fruit cf 
hiii victories, Almeyda, w ho w-a friendly to moderate



i 56 PC/RTCOCrsv setui.emekts

jltAf. ty. ?nea«ttK39> and -{verse so schemes of conquest, bad sent- n 
A p IWlft dissjivwal of these violent find ambitious assaults. Bui 

^ what was his ristoiishinp-jitf when Albuquerque arrived
. * a t Cochin, i r.d presented a commission ccotetltm .mg birn.

self Clovemav-gonevai of .India. To be thus chocked in 
;.n iiMiertnkiag to which he w.%: impelh d by such now r- 
lu l motives-was mere then lie could er.rture, Finding 
that Lis priucipa( JL.-cjs, In v.-hom he was MoMged, were 
ready -to. sirpprH bun w  n in ■ osistance to the royal will, 
lie told his successor. that, under present rircutnptarie^s, 
it wa« impassible to carry the older into effect, and 
more .specially until, by vart^aishing the Egyptian fleet, 
hdtfed aai^gedhis sor/s death, The other replied indig
nantly , and not-without.reason, that the Mi •-•’-s ’mandate 
was imperative and uneonditicael, and t he; -any delay m 
obeying it. mis ecprivabni to catting the royal authority 
at open defiance. The formerr.dhem l to his resolution, 
and ev. m, on polite pretences, declined id jewing to 'h is 
success** -my slum  in the expedition, <**u> retired in 
disgust to Cochin.

Aimcj-dc -Akr.eyrk rsiw tfjjad to rttu ri the enemy ; Hfc on hie 
way haviaig .learned that IM u l,o n e  of the greatest cmn- 

‘'I’rial eatabiisluncrtt.? on thiV -coast, had embraced with 
zeol fee Egyptian cause, it# deierasined to turn  aside and 
m ince it. 'Ihi stalion' was very strongly defended, not. 
r>uly b ■ n tm ieli and palisade, but by a fori w ith pov. cr- 
ful hcitterioSyto: disembiirk in the fece of wbieh appeared 
ft vcry!pej'Oou»eatc .’prise, The Portugiu.se commander, 
1 a»wever, caused the sidpa to be d w ira  up In a linn facing 
rile f h >re. tjbexc ordered his troops to enter the boats, and 

A-w.lt o« push full -pf .'u towards the laud. They followed his 
divectioo? with -•nthuuiaem, and even with rapture leaped 
on shore, striving which -sbo-uld .be -•f&yenaost, and pressed, 
on try the riuaport. By tM» rapid, t®3 «kilfill, movetneht. 
the a.-i tilery pointed against the ships* having e aomo- 
wlitiv high range,paFtteci o-ver the heads’of the Bdvftucjfig 
soltUers, vrJSu without any annoyance -reached the gates. 
They could-ikfUi. advance only by three narrow passages 
between tin- city and the beach, each stoutly defended



passjge  less open b u t also less d ilig e n tly  g u ard ed , by
w h ich  h e  en te re d  th e  o i t j , a n d  soon pliiew t i t  in pdf
si.on of; the Portuguese'.- -T he-.conqueror gave u p  to
p lu n d e r  ;  am i h is  followers,- i t  is  re lu c ta ji t ly  adm itted ,-
s ta ined  th e ir  g lo ry  b y  inexpressib le ' c rue lties. T h e  s tree ts  < m ’.r;?* or
stream ed w hi) blood, and  th e  p a r r 'i t  besloqghf in  vain ^  <'m']uer-
fo r th e  life, o f  h is  chJhi, T h e  distsaefced -m ultitudes,fled
in  crow ds to  th e  g rea t m osque, h u t  such. find ing  tlM - no
p lace.w as sacred  In  th e  eyes o f  th e i r  enem ies, W to n e d
th ro  ugh th e  opposite  b ite? , and .sought refuge  in  th e  caves
o f  th  c ■ n e ig h b o u rin g  - ,i upi»n ta in . . T h e  norm a an d er to o k
■«p h h  q u a r te rs  h i  • the,- h o ly  ed ifice ; b u t  confusion s till
'reigned th ro u g h  th e  d ty  t b« x1 in  th e  .m orn ing  a n  a la rm
w as given th a t  ft, ffifej h ad  broken, o u t in  th e  -eastern  Ctfidlngrft-
q u a rte r . T h e  flam es Ip read  ra p id ly  th ro u g h  the  l ig h t liu!
fabrics o f  t im b e r ; an d  th e  apwkt- -flying from  ro o f  to
roof, s tree t a f te r  s tre e t Vras en v'eloped. in  th e  conflag ra tion .
A Jm e /d a  arid h is  officers fled before i t  * an d  in a  few  
h o u rs  th e re  rem ain ed  of Vfcftis m ag n ificen t c ity  o n ly  «i p ile  
o f  .sm oking wood an d  ashes., T h e  fire  also reach ed  th e  
sh ipp ing , w h ich  w a s  e n tire ly  consum ed , a n d  'even  th e  
P o rtu g u ese  vessels were'' in danger. A ciiordfog to  O sorio 
an d  o th e r hisforiniw , th is  confisifCation w as o rdered  b y  
th e  adm ira l h im self, as. th e  o n ly  m ean s o f  u f i th d ra w n g  
h is  m en  fro m  pi under, and p rev en tin g  an  e n tire  loss o f  
d iscip line ; b u t  IhGkirt'OH m en tio n s  th is  m d y ;ts  a  r u m o u r  
a n d  i t  c e rta in ly  appe'aa# so m ew h at im probab le .

F ro m  th is  dlsgracefiil tr iu m p h  th e  v ic to r h a s te n e d  sail for Cam- 
to  h is  m ain  o b jec t o f  s t a c k i n g  th e  com bined  fleets 
th e  G u lf  o f  Cambay*'?? O v e rtu re s  o f p eace  w ere received, 
b u t  b e in g  c o p s id e m k , a p p a re n tly  w i t h . Ui tie  reason , 
as b ifid  m m . th e y  obtained no rioti.ee. T h e  e n e m y 's  
squad rons w ere  si i-ongly p o sted  in  th e  h a rb o u r  o f d in ,  
w here M eH qaC ’A i-ad v iiW i'h is  a l ly  to  a w a it the  o n s e t ;

H



c;B'4y but the impetuous spirit'of Mir Hooem impelled him to
t- ~ l e a v e  the harfioar, keepAg, however, so .near the shore 

a. d. Mte. ^  supper led .by a etuiiu of -batteries. The large
Assault of Y<Msst>jis -were linked two and two, and defended against 
,iw atet hoarding by a sloping .network ;#  -Strong rape, The 

•Portuguese, -nutwithstiuidiiig, advanced .to .tie  attack 
with the utmost-intrepidity; ignd V'aeeo Pereyro, the hero 
of -the fleet, undertook to bear down upon the emir him
self, The eneiO; opened a terrible fire,, one discharge 

Bruve  ̂of ■ "of -which. killed ten of |§* men- EndEmayod by this 
»•«* 1 ,°r a,“ loss, he mas soon on board of their ship; whew?, having for 
!m8°S ”* a- iftoruent lifted his helmet,a bail piereeti 'his Uu-o.tt and 

he expired. Tavom’With-his followers had mounted the 
network, wh*% part of it breaking, they fell dow n upon 
the deck : still, hotwitlistandpg tins .accident, the Egyp
tians were- .at length all Ether killed or fi rood to <juit 
the vessel* Pedro CTm also attacked another ship, ayd 
before the grappling irons could he .ftsod, ifikty-eigfit.of 
h|s -sailors .were on -the-network ; hut while they were 
unfortunately eutanglecji his head was struck off, 
and they thunsei-ves could -upt use their .weapons w ith 

T(K->.ir ftom- freerloru j; yet, b e ingmmombly supported Ig' another 
piet.a,success., party, they rallied and in -the end subdued the crew.

In fine, ail the large vessels -were either sunk or taken ; 
.the retaeintlor, dipeomfited and shattered,.re,treated far up 
the river, witere the victors could not follow, The.cap
tured .ships, were found to eontaki ample. booty,-the 
whole of .which .Umeyds- diridod among his people, 

•frarty of After tins sgpal defeat Az pent to treat, for
v-uwo, pease* The .edrgj.ueror jwsuuu dot first a very-high tone,

.demanding that .Mir Hoeem, tĥ s. invetf^ate enemy ©f 
the Qu-istio’i name, should he delivered hue hifj hands. 
Tinv Cainb-tyan prince, with that lofty pease of honour 
winch, fifth , al ways distinguished -hip, declared that, such 
treatment of fi -firai and faithful ally was idtogcdEeir. in- 
udmisteihle, and he could only engage to .restore uncon
ditionally uij lIs § European captives. W ith this Almeyda, 
alter-suoh- a dear-bought victory, thought it expedient 
tw.be satisfied. W 1- gne.ye.to.add tluit, inspired by a
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' feeling -very different from that of'his aiitsgonistT ©n OHa.p.,3v 
arriving off" tin* port -of Cananor, -lie disgraced Mis causa a , jxTste.
My a general massacre-of the prisoner;*, I t  is kmetthtblo „ 
to -refect that a eoramiwtder, who had previously gained IrueitjbtUK. 
some reputation for ebrnkcey,- (shoMM have■ Been stimn- vi*toÎ  
lated.to such actions by grief for the death oh a son, 
who had fallen Ily open ami honourabla Battle'against a 
■generous foe,......  ■ - - ■ ->!:.;

On his return to Cochin, he was again -summoned Alm-ayca 
by Albuquerque to yield tip the command assigned |f  
by the sovereign to Minself p but, encouraged by his vice-royalty, 
partisan;*, lie still held tlx* sums of power, and even went 
so far as to place his rival - under a nominal arrest,1 A t 
this juncture* however, -arrived Fernando Gout-inho, a 
nobleman of high character, with fifteen ships ami u cdifi- 
sidorable bbdy'of froepu. This officer -'immediately 'un
dertook to mediate between the;- contending p&riies, -arid 
by representing to Almeyda how very iriogifer the 

' course was into which i:fe had been Betrayed, -persuaded 
him amicably to rewgn the -viceroyd-ty; Having made 
this sacrifice to duty, he set sail for (Portugal. $6 pass
ing along the southern coast of Africa his men in
volved themselves in a seftttfe with 4 band of Hot
tentots, when he. hastened -to their aid with a party 
nearly unarmed., and fail of oonteiapt for this rude and 
almost savage enemy. These barbarbns, however, swift, 
and fearless, .made so -terrible- an onset, that Almeyda. 
deserted by his troopa, Was nibrialiy wounded With a ja
velin ;.m the neck and fell The -Portuguese ̂ writers la- ua &t«. 
ineiit it as-a Singular 'caprice- of fate, thattliiss illustrious 

, commander, who had fought in all the Indian Seas, and 
had vanquished the mightiest warriors o f the East, should 
perish thus nisei ably on an unknown shore, in a contest 
with a handful of naked ami deformed wretches scarcely 
entitled to the name of men.

Albuquerque new determined not to lose a  moment in v«t scheme 
entering on his vast schemes of conquest, The first ^ lber̂ uer“' 
object of attack was Calient, the chief scat of a power 
which hud the most resolutely opposed hits ■countrymen,



chap, tv Gbutiriho,. who was about to ratu m  to Portugal, insisted 
A D*l5io upon. W ag allowed to toko the lead upon this occasion, 

■which Ids rank and the ■■friendship that subsisted between. 
Astauit of thorn made it'impossible for kina to refuse. The fleet 
oiicut. arrived on the 2d January 1510 in front.Of Calicut; b u t .

a» the.: oity,could only be approachon by narrow, avepuea 
through thick woods, in which, tbs? whole army had net 
room -to act, it was arranged- that the two- commanders 
should .advance in. separate divisions. . Albuquerque’s 
pany scarcely, slept, so much wore they , excited by the 
joyful and eager anticipation of tending; and as soon as 
day dawned, they could no longer be-restrained, hut 
sprang on .shore and rushed against a fortified palace, 

first snceese. which was t-o bo. the first object of assault- A few mi
nutes placed it in their-possession ; and Coutinho* whose 
march had been delayed by several accidents,, came up 
and found the prize won, lie  burst into a torrent of 

• invective against the- viceroy, for having, huticipatod 
him contrary to faith and agreement, deobfung that ho 
should not be sp cheated in ..regard to the attack on the 
principal palace, which stood on the other side of the city. 
Albuquerque* attempted to explain, and besought hint 

. not to-advance without, having secured a retreat; but 
the other would not listen either to advice or reman- 
stranco. He forced his way with impetuous valour 
through the streets of Calicut, and- reached the royal 
.residence, which, as is common in the East, .fanned a little 
town, surrounded by a wall, and was the. only regular fop- 

f!Tt[tetww.i tifieation in the city. It was,besides* defended by the main 
tvuttotib  ̂ .strength of thearmy ; but nothing.could arrest Coutinho, 

who soon forced open the gates, and rendered himself 
master of the whole enclosure. .Deeming Ms victory 
already complete and secure, he allowed id's men full 
license to plunder, and, repairing himself to tin: regal 
halls, sought rest and refreshment after the toils of the 
battle. The Indians had been surprised, but were not 
dismayed; perhaps they had allowed Coutinho to advance 
so far, with the view of drawing him into a trap. The 
chief nayr uttered a cry which, repeated from mouth to
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ttiotrfK to life distance of -several miles, drew quickly cHAlklv; 
around him thirty thousand men well armed,-Und deter* 1010 
rniaad to eoriqaei* ot die,. They fell first upon Albu
querque,- m’Wo with his troops occupied the city. main- ' ^ ^ f y VcX ■ 
Shifting a communication with the fleet;- Etc found himself 
wholly unprepared to sustain this attack. The Indians;, 
occupying the roofs r.iui all: the most adviinfiu^eous 
coverts, poured iipo a the Portuguese a continued shower 
of darts-;' while. they, entangled in narrow lanes arid 
avh'Amesj''could neither advance nor recede.,. Their chief, 
sifter seeing some of his bhtw&i men fall, had no resource 
but to set fire to this part of the c ity ; when the enemy,■

* being-dispersed-by 'the femes, the .Europeans, taking 
advantage of the Corvfaskm, made-a rapid retreat, and 
reached the ships. Coutiaixo meantime received repeated 
warnings'of the alarming stale of affairs y'totit secure'iff 
fancied triumph, and viewing "the natives with fixed • 
contempt, he shut his ears' to all intimations of peril;
Soon, however; when his edlleague hail given way, and 
the whole force of the'enemy was turned against himself 
the danger bCcurne too press&g to bo any longer over** 
looked. H e'then"sprung' to the head of his troops; and 
fought like a lioff. The palace was set-on fire ; 'and his :■•#&* of Con- 
men, completely dnrrounded by a vast army, in a dkad- ynl10' 
vanfcigeeUs position, sought only to cut their Way through 
to the ships. In this 'disastrous day Coutinho himself 
fe ll; and, in emleavovmng to defend- him, Vasco Syfoeira 
arid other chiefs of the noblest fern dies iff INrrtugftl 
shared his fate. ;3)e Barron reckons- that; out of 'ifiOO,- 
eighty were killed and IKK) wounded.' Albui]uerqoa, 
stmmhd by repeated Wows, remained for stuffd time-appar
ency ded'd-; but he was- carried off by-3\is followers, and 
corfryved to Cochin, where he shn Iv gained strength.'

Tois: in auspicious commencement in'no degree eOdied Ardour of the 
the dWm-jt of ‘the viceroy. Scarcely had he recovered vkeioy 
from his wounds, 'when he resumed his boldest sehcffws o0 
conqiieht; and though he no lunger venlured to attack the 
metropolis of the; -xamoriff, ho still wished to gain filkfiii 
great city winchhis countrymen might ettohlhi. as their
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Cf.r-V!> fv. rapitni, where- he might safely moor his fleefs, and 
.-r- thence realisro his plans of victory andf1 eofeilization, 

A,u ulQ‘ TihiMj, ar Indian pirtote, tho trusty friend of the Por- 
qoa. tugneac,; drew 'his< attention 'to Goa, This town ifr situ

ated. tjpon an island twenty-three miles in circuit, if 
island- it May he called, which is separated from the land 
only By a-'ssdt-itfe.fsh fordable in many places. The stir* 
face is ferisk,- diversified by litsF- ■ Mils and valleys, and 
almost sufficient of itself to supply n great city with 
every Accessory of life. The adjoining territory, called 
Cfumra, forms the seacoast of the Pctivan. If had Been 
conquered By the Mogul, and annexed to the dominion* 
of Pel h i ; but, in the distracted state of that empire), 
several. independent kingdoms had arisen in the south, 
among which Karainga,- with' its capital of Bisnagat, set 
the exiuripls. Of these- rulers the sovereign- of- G-oa* 
called the x&Baim, was the most powerful, Timoia, 
however, gave notice that this prince, Being occupied in 
Wat with several states-of the interior, bgd left bis owri 

e> .w-rUHon almost unprotected. Albuquerque, read'fiy embracing 
Kiinst Oim. this mjggestio.:!, hastily assembled an expedition, and, in 

conjunction1 with Ins guide,-arrived off Goa on the 2<>th 
Fe'totniry 1510, Several'-of the forts 'which- defended 
the &ptproae*>SB IvTing Been1 taken, and the- 'fleet of the 
Befegors Brought up close to the wails, the citizens, who 
'V-ore chiefly persons connected with trade,began serifmsly 
to p rnnlecr the Oonseqneacea likely to ensue wet!! the place 
to Be taken By storm, especially by an enemy whose 
there/ liad never been conspicuous. I'B ey'isent, therefore,, 
a. deputnt-ioft,1 composed' principally- of merchants, >vho 
privately .intimated that the Pofthgitehij commander 

Sflbipissto# might obtain ndrn.esion- on certain eo-nditwns, including 
T ^ i l  in-otecth-n- to commerce and private property. Al

buquerque granted these towns, and was immediately put 
In possession of the town, He fulftfled his stipulations! 
in.the strictest mahPeir, adopting every measure 'etiteii- 
hited to pteath-ve order -.and- prosperity,'-and - even con
tinuing muny of the t'iauve* hi their civil employments* 
Havmg'feupicfTthc palace of the zaBuim, he ■'asftuni'ed
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at -once-fie charaeteT? of-a great eastern-potentate-; m nl-  cha”. tv. 
k g  an embassy to the King of Ihireinga, ffl^ tec# |K g,, A, p. Is to, 
in the most- gracious- matme^ .those-.of Persia and Ormuz, 
who were then--ch a mission to tho: sovereign of Goa*
Bui he anon fmmA himself-by, no means in .the aeeum yoy. 
tsnd- agfoeabfept^ltfehe at first .imagined. Tk,> .raffiatov 
t»n-'hearing that his capital w i n  the ipossossion of amse 
hated feigners* roused all Ms energies,; and disre
garded e v e ry  ohj.efit m ctonparisdn with their 
ate expulsion. He: at. one© concluded peace with. Ms. His 
etwunitei, 'several of whom made, common cause, with ham 
agaihat-this- powerful. adversary |  and an many of up-- 
wants of 40,000 men began its march under his direction,. 
•Albuquerque undauntedly viewed its' advance, though' 
threatened with an internal danger perhaps still rigor© 
formidable, in this, distant, service, the spirit of dk~ 
eiplinc was not easily mftkrtain.ed, and both nt.eu.und 
officers had. acquired a habit of ewb'ciring the proceedings 
of-.their -general. Them awm -a nmuexoua party, who 'vti^vracy 
argued, that with so small a nusatfeer of troops, and with- 
out any prospect of yeinforeement., i t  was e Mi w :; to 
attempt making head agftinat tho wiaerons host now? 
approaching, sumiuinlted by © population generally hos
tile, and in the heart pi,rant kmmise city,, who-* inhabi
ta n t  only watched for. an opportunity to ..aid in thdvde- 

• These feats and rcm^ah^-wcte.hy-xw. mean's 
. wiiho ut- foundation ? but-the-lofty spirit of Albuquerque 
.indignantly replied  the idea of fine ly  .r<dinqufekk).g. so 
m-agniftcenta prk«< The faction, astmuniteg &-»*»«• hun
dred, insistetlvthat so.bravo an :«n»y ought not to. fee sacri
ficed, .to the obstinacy, of' one- man, and began to for;a a, 
scheme for wresting tfee.powerfronoi their eommandetyMud 
Carrying into nffocitheif o wn -eounsefe. But having fcvnk •njortngtwe- 
this plot to its-origin, he rw-priwd .the conspirators ■ a 
Kucret -meeting, and threw the ringleaders: into .prison.
The reinkndef sued for parf-on, which-he; could not well 
refuse, being unable few warfi-the services of ae.y of his 
Bf«all. number of troops ; they vyere therefore, with a 
very few oxcuptfons, restored to 1 heir employments,



c h a p . t v . The; zahaiiii ' m e a n t i m e  w a s  a d v a n c i n g  u p o n  the city. 
a  d  Iwic ‘le chief hope o f  Aliamarque depended u  p o o  his siweess 

iii defending the approaches to the, i s l a n d hut I h e c h a n ' h e i  

• ^ X m , afepmutiiig.iff r o m -  the m a i n l a n d  .wras so. n a r r o w ,  and in.
many places so shallow* that it presented by no means an 
insuperable obstacle. He stationed chosen troops, at .all' 
the- exposed points, covering them- with walls ard in- 
trenchmcnts. The native prince,- completely baffled in 
his first attempts, had almost resigned himself to despair-.; 
but. at length lie bethought himself of a nocturnal attack, 
favoured by the monsoon. - The night- of the 17th May 
being dark and--stormy, two J&rgo- bodies advanced at 
different 'points, and though unable .to-surprise the Pore 
tiigiicse, succeeded in forcing their way into the Maud, 
The whole army was soon transported over, and tout- 

viewy** meuced operations against the city. The viceroy stood 
T-mmesw. his,ground with his characteristic' firmness.; but*as the

enemy: w us aided by repeated risings within the walls, - 
while-his own officers took occasion - to renew their re -. 
•monstraners ns to the untenable-nature of the place-, he 
found at last fciss.it no alternative remained but to retire into 

.Retiresto the the fort, whence, by means of the river on which if wa# 
bn. wtiiated, h could still communicate, with the fleet. But

the mbaim, having taken possession of the town, imme
diately commenced .operations for reducing this strong* 
hold.- By sinking large ships'ini.the stream, he-endea
voured to interrupt the oomumttieatiun, and at.,the saui© 
time provided pitch, sulphur, and other oombiuf ihk a, 
for the purpose of setting fire to the Portuguese squadron, 

eempelki* to Albuquerque, unable to okAruct- - the progress of these 
fonresa6 the foM measures, at last felt that be- must, evacuate the 

fortress. Even this was. become difficult ; bub he exe
cuted his resolution, with -vigour and success. .Ipiving. 
conveyed privately on-board all the -gnus, ^mraupition,. 
and provisions, and seen the troops embark in profound 
silence,.he himself wont last into the flag-ship. He 
might have readied, the.fleet unnoticed and unmolested, 
had not the explosion of a magazine, which mused the 
enemy, given rise to a severe encounter.
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Being in this maimer oompelh-n to mo^e « \l to sea, lie chap, rv 
was anxious to do something wMiffrwigiit redeem.- the s 
ho» our lost in his late \u: derf akhvg, aud revive the spirits *” ' 
of his men. At Pungin, near Goo; the enemy had formed ,if 
a strongly intrenched'camp, and frequent!Vsent out ves- 
sels td annoy the Portuguese. He therefbw "fitted out 
an'exp.edttioii, which, approachlug in deep rilrffoe,reached 
the shore at the first dawn, suddenly landed, awl having.-•' 
sounded the drums and ' trumpets, and raised,loud shoum, 
the Indians awoke in, such a panic, that tlmy-^an .off 
without once facing ■ their" 'as»jil*mt$ upon which th« 
latter, at their leisure, carried off a .great quantity of 
artillery and stores, as well'as a large'sup ply of prtirih 
sioiiH. Leamiog soon after that ft sqbwlron was pre
paring to attack him, he anticipated the; movement by 
sending a number of riwpa, -tinder-his- itephow, Antony 
Norotrha,; who was met by the Bidisfo chief at the head 
of thirty paraoa; b d, after an obrtimue conflict, the 
.Kilaim-waa -compelled- to .retreat frill speed to the shore.
The conquerors' followed, • when dieter and Ferdinand
Andrade, with five men, hoarded the principal vessel; Bmwry at
but their'captain, mounting behind -them, was severely
wounded, «nd Ml .hid the boat. 1 Amid the general '
anxiety, and while all efforts were employed to remove
their leader oat of danger, the Andrades and their party
were forgotten ; the ship, by the receding of; the tide,
was left oil dry liund jAfld they were attacked 'by greatly
superior numbers,-against, whom they could only defend
themselves by prodigies of-valour. When th a t condition
was-obaerved, it was for-some time-doubtful how to reach
them.; at length eight bold ma*in©-rs pushing on shore ia
the long-boat, attacked anti made themselves masMstfsof
the ship; but, being .unable to tow-it off, were obliged tev
content themselves with the feat of rescuing their com-
rudes. It is pleasing, amid the ferocity of-this -war, tot firiefc Mutual- eww '
Bn-'-exchAftgc-of chivalrous courtesy. The aahaiin sent of
m o n g ers , ex pretiring his sdmhvttitm of the valour of the ?-
Portuguese ; and -a polite .answer was returned, ‘Evrifi «
itcgotiatiou for peace was opened, though without success.
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chap IV.. The pride of the enemy being humbled, and this sp lits 
k r, "if to a®  ̂ enrage of the Pbrtugxfose revived by these'' exploit#, 

.Albtiqneu'qne sailed toCrnsmor,; where he refitted hits 
attemp t on fleet, and received, considerable reinforcements; resolv-
G oa project- m  -anon- its the -Reason allowed, to make a second 

attempt upon'Goa. . His confidence o f a 'tapper issuedn 
this-occasion seems to have been founded chiefly on the 
fact that the aahaim was .involved in war with the king
dom fit xiursirigu, which wris likely for some time to 
occupy the greater part of his force*/. U liable, however, 

Greatdlspar- to tmistcr more than 1500 European mid 800' native 
.forces.11*0 troops* it was- a very'-serious- midortiMug to attack'a;

large and -strong .capital, garrisoned by upwards of 9000 
m e m  I t  had been fctbbr strengthened by a new wall 
and ditch, an# b y  a 'stockade drawn through, the water, 
behind which the-ships were mooned in security, and 
stood JfiWapso many towennlf' However, having arrived 
in front of the- city, he detetoined not to delay the as
sault, fhfoigh there was no appearance off Ms ally Timota, 

Assault of In  the rndming, accord!ugly he opened With km car.um 
cUo toWB* a tremendous fire, and the whole shove was wrapt in & 

ohmd of lamke, iTIuraiaed only b y  the flashes. He 
landed and. dividadhis tth&pg into two parte, on.; of whielf 
was led by himself, and attacked the northern ^.barter; 
bite efchftr, in three separate-'hands, proceeded in an op-- 
petite dirdetiom One .division;, led by the Limas Pud 
other ehosea he roes, having.anticipated their comma® derg 
dreme the enemy within the- miih:; and as they were 
shutting the goto., Fernando M elos'throat'in a large 

Gain an ea spear, which prevented it from closing. Several others 
trance. following' this example, it #&»', after & most .desperate 

Struggle, -forced opeiu end the assailants entered along 
with, the fugitives. These, however, still Wade a reso
lute stand in'the houses and tortierft o f  the street:' par- 
tienlarty in. the palace of the Mbaim, Here a rtrorsg 
body bxHl taken post, and twenty Portuguese, who-rashly 
advanced, were almost entirely etti to pieces, John, do 
lim a, m. forcing a passage, 'foxuid Ms* brother tleronymc., 
with several of his comrades, lying in the agonies of
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death j l)ttt the fallen chief professed perfect r<a%ttati.ca- oka? rv» 
to hi? fajte,-and entreated. th a t there might not, on Ms v c'Vvt* 
account, be a moment’s delay. The 'enemy, driven from 
the palace, rallied- on a neighbouring: hill, The coin- 
mander, who had been extremely surprised to find the 
battle raging in the .city, now entered, but had still to 
wage a hard contest of six hours’ dm niion before it 
was completely in his power.

Albuquerque, feeing left for some time, in the imdis- plans ot 
tnrhod- possession of this cupital, applied himself to secure ^ ^ 1 ^ “  
it; as a penriaaient acquisition to his conn toy. His views PorWrMBu 
on t his .subject materially differed from those of Aimey - 
da, who conceived it .wisest-to-keep, their fleets ranted 
and at sea, only touching .occasionally at friendly ports.
So combined,., they appeared to him more fferintdabio 
thaxi whm dispersed over different n ilions and sottb- 
mentis, while they could at the-same time overawe the' 
native powers without-giving any reasonable ground of 
jealousy. Albuquerquo’s opinion, on the contrary, was, ,
that u.buge city and a-spacious port, which they could 
■call their own, were essential to the .maintenance? of 
Portuguese supremacy. They would then have a secure 
station for their fleets,- a fixed point for- receiving- rein** 
forcemeats, and a retreat-in case of disaster, without 
depending on the precarious friendship, of their allies, 
lie  studied, therefore, to tender Goa a suitable capital 
for m  eustet-H empire, He sent and .received mnfeassa Hiscxtws^e 
dors, whom he astonished fey the dfepky of a pomp *nr- 
passing even that of India;;.and h vn'prm d them still 
more by the extensive iortiiiwfions and useful works 
which he had.already const.™eted. He viewed it also as 
«n essential object to attach, the nsitees to his govern-* 
merit, for which purpose ho adopted a somewhat atnglda? 
expedient, Harijig numerous female-, captives* some sinirii»v e*- 
helongiug to the first fomiliea in the country, be treated '*
them in the most.honourable mariner; but, not satisfied 
with this, he proceeded to arrange matrimonial con
nexions between them and his European followers, 
without leaving m uch choice on either, side. Some such



O'fiAKTV. procedure .pi at least'alluded to by De Bai-ros, when he
A B, ms. cowI'AWa his nuRlc -tf cementing the Portuguese power 

to that employed by Ifoinufos for- peopling 1 tia infant 
stftte of Borne. It-wag mode an absolute rendition with • 
the Brides tliat they should embrace Christianity; an 
obstacle which was not found insuildountabje*-the pre
judices of casts  and religion being less deeply rooted 
thor*a than in other parts of the East, A few such 
marriages being formed, the viceroy showed the parties 
peculiar favour, and bestowed on the husbands some of

S K  fbh 1U$ ^  uPP°>lt^ r'ta- 'i-’hr principal iamdw* finding 
themselves aggrandized by these eohhbJ? ions, so far from 
objecting to fciuui; : gave their countenance"' to new 
Juatches. An odd story is told of a great number 
of \yeddmga being eetebrated At .once with a splendid 
.festival, when the fights being prematurely extingiuoh- 
ed, it boe®i,i* difficult for the parties to recognise each

tow?**' 0th(% ‘™d V ?y f 11 M » mmy  mistakes. Next morn-
big, an investigation was, proposed; hut, on mature re- . 
fled.fory it was judged best, that eachshould remain 
content with the wife who had accidentally fallen'to ills 
lot, though different from the otie to vv'hom the dfl'iiroli 
liiid united him ; and the affair furnished to the army 
Only mi ocardon of mirth.

iur"t °f ctm~ having thus settled the government, the viceroy re
sumed the consideration of his more distant schemes of 
conquest, fwo objects engrossed his mind,—Ormuz, 
the'splendid emporium of the Persian Gulf, which' had 
been snatched from him almost in the moivien t o:f vic
tory ; and Malacca, a ■' native ‘ huigdhm, wiisidcred thou 
as the key to the remotest regions and isbuhfo of A m . 
Tlie latter obtained the .preference. The. capital, though, 
situated upon the coast i of a 'barren pxmiiisnJa, was en
riched in an extraordifmy degree by being the centre 
o f  the commerce carried on bet worn Hindustan, Cl dim, 
ajid the eastern islands;—a trade which now gives |u*oS- 
perity to Singapore. Albuquerque soiled thither with 
a force of eight .bundled Portuguese and six hundred 
Ijidumfs; to oppose which tlfo king had mustered a
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.garrison that .has bepn.repi’cfijcntcd.aa. exceeding. 3Q,000. cifAR.rv.' 
Negotiations wore opened, and professions, (ande on both 
sides of a desire for peace ; b u ilt was obvious tin t such ^  . .^ 
an expedition. could terminate only in an appeal to arras, .MaJiiccn 
A -vigorous resistance; :-was urr\e by means, of wooden taken, 
machines, cannon, and a species t»f artificial fire peculiar to 
the E as t; but Liu; intrepidity of Albuquerque and Ids 
followers finally triumphed. Having expelled all the

P native troops, and: become complete master of the.city 
he .Immediately began to erect n strong fort out of the 
materials of the shattered palaces; he settled the govern
ment <m that firm je t  conciliatory principle which dis
tinguished; ids policy ; and opened negotiations, with 
Siam, Java, and Sumatra, from which countries it is 
uvan asserted that he received friendly embassies. '

During his .absence on this expedition, the zabaun Attempt or 
again mustered 'his. forces, and sent a powerful array 
under snescesijive comiuiwiders, who foiled.their.vray.into Gon. 
the island, of Goa, erected there a.strong fort called 
Beposter, and pressed th e .,city -very closely. Having, 
after some ■delay, araved with a considerable reinforce
ment, lie, obliged, the: enemy to raise the siege, but .was 
completely repulsed, in au attack on the garrison; m d  
it was not till after, repeated' assaults • that he was able to 

' drive them from their fortress, am: finally establish the 
J-’ortugueau supremacy. ‘

The viceroy again-,resumed his plane of distant con- Expedition 
quest, hut ivashaflled iu two successive attempts upon ^ U8t <h"‘ 
Aden, then the clu'ef emporium of the Kc<J Sea. At 
length ho equipped a great ■ armament to. achieve ihc 
moat favourite object of his ambition. W ith 1500 .Eu
ropean. and BOO Asiatic troop*? he sailed .against Ormuz, 
where his strength was considered so formidable, llu i 
the king'did not venture to oppose bis. demand for per
mission to erect a fort. Having performed this task 
with Ids usual diligence, he forthwith .suggested tW  
great eonvenieiicc of transporting to tins station, all the 
cunoon in the city,. The unfortunate monai'di, con«oious 
of the state to which die was reduced, felt ft no .longer
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■'KV? iv possible: to refuse oven'this request, mid the celebrated 
--4- ’ Ormti* "became completely a. Portuguese 'estoblLeluneiat;

A. ix 1513. a jjŷ jQ-.pb Which left the ambitious commander. hardly 
any thing to wish in that part, of the world, where he 
had iraniy csteMished the flag of his-country.

Ciowof ai. But this brilliant .career- was appro&oi dug to its close, 
t'liqiierijM’a .Albuquerque ■was now somewhat advanced in years, at»d 
n‘WUr" bis constitution, exhausted by so many-foils,-'-l>egftii to 

exhibit symptoms of decay. ■ Finding iris health- -in «n 
iniirm-date, he became anxious to revisit Goa■; .and. m  
lie passed along- the coast oF .Cambay, tidings atraayfcd 

Lops Soares which struck hirn to ;tl:io heart.. A  new fleet had-"been 
sent but, and Xrope-Som^the name of all others which 
■ha- most detested, not. only commanded it, but.woa ftp* 
pointed to supersede'him a» Governor o f India. New 
officers were nominated to the principal vessels ami forts,
—all M  them -known to he moat hostile to his internist 
His -power and. influence, lie.felt, were a t an end. • The 
Portuguese - writers, always silent on evoiy thing which 
might affect the credit of time sovereign, give no hint 
of the motives -that -induced -him to cast off so suddenly 
the -man who had ’eoatjuewd. for him a great empire. 
European coxuiarflomlt- may be -preaumed, possessed the 
ear of the monarch,-and might whisper that the. viceroy 
vms'hecorning toe great-to continue a subject. Inhere 
.vruH not. Oven a letter or any other mark of honour to 
soften -this -deep--disgrace.

Despair of A death-blow • -was- ‘-now- given - in' thb  great leader, 
Aibwiuer- wlio no longer wished - to live. Amid bis'.agonies, i t  was
(‘a" suggested to him that the attachment of-his adherents*

was'so devoted as might enable him to.doty the inundate 
of i,m ungrateful master, and still remain ruler-.of:.-the 
ixidian Seas. His mind seems -to-have opened for-a-mo
ment to-the 'temptation; .'but he finally repelled., it, and 
.'sought only in the gmvo. s rc&ge for his wounded prido 
and- honofljf. 'Violently agitated, tefoshig food;and ■■$&- 
froshraent, and calling every hour for death, he could 
not he long of finding it. As his cud approached, he 
w«a; persuaded to -write a short.letter to -tho king l&
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.favour of his 'son, expressed jn the following proud hut chav. n \
pathetic'terms r-~-“ Sen or,-—This is the last letter which,  ̂
jUi th.;;: agauies of death, I  write -.to'your'Highness, of the 
.many which I  have -written, during the king period, of [û r 10 til‘3 
my life, vv-hen T had the-sat isfaefci&a of serving yo®, Jrr 
.you.-r .kingdom -f -hwe a - son,■’by*; name Bra;; da Albu
querque, whom. X esafereat your Higluiessto-favour.as .my 
services may merit. A.affo:r thtr-aHhii®' of India, they- 
will speak for themselves and for inc.r  Feeluig that he 
must -.lie before reaching Go's, his -iniiifl became cmnf till- 
Iked;-Ik; ascribed-the-present change to the dniinittion 
of Firoyideiwe, ,.«ud timied &Ii his 'thoughts to that other 
'.work! eu--which ho was' about-.to enter. A light barge 

brought out .the vicar-generu!., who ad- 
miidstered. to him .the sacraments of the church; and on 
the morning of the 1,0th December X51.fi he expired. Ho Hitt death, 
.was curried'in pomp to the shore, where his imeral.was 
celebrated by the imrs both of hia ovvn eotmt,?} non aim 
of the mat-ires,-whose- hearts ho had. poinpetsiy attached 
to him , Ttomdi-dd -Alphomw d’Afimqueitpue, Who stood 
foremost among his .countrymen, and ranks with the 
greatest naval commanders of modern Europe.

At bk death the Foxfcugaese. empire - in  -the East/-so Extent of 
recently founded,'had reached iU utmost limits* Only e7«T>u-e in u»<s 
.a few posits -on. the-remoter coast of Aivico,-and two or East.
.-three settlemente.on the shore- of-Corom-undej, wore after
wards added-to 1 k T ’ieir dominion, according to -the boast 
of tbeir historian dfum.y Sousa, utr eteht-d from the Cape 
.of Good .Mope to tin., frontier of China, and comprehend- 
eii -a-coast i ‘2,000 miles in.extent. I t  is .impossible how- 

.-ever not to observe that this is somewhat of an-empty 
boast, since--over tins -imiiibiMe space there were not.pdi'- 
hfijKs aiios'e than -thirty factories- e^itb lk luid^ and the 
-merest of them separated by upwards of - a thousand 
ihlies; In.'many, perhaps, in.- - most w e s , they possessed ttstfery •)>«- 
not a spot of - ground beyond the .walls of the -fortress. ĵ*1nI’08!w*' 
Their .real soyereighiy.-vras on. the ocean, where their gbi). s-, 
armed xuul m m iied in. a .manner superior -to ihose of the 
native powers,-were Victoriousin-almostevery.encounter.



CHAP; TV, This specfea-of goverarneht, with the exclusive commerce 
A. iSTS,a.:; hetv oen Europe and indie, they retained for 'upwards 

of a century. Their history, during: this pdHhd, consists' 
chJe%  p*thc stitu|^eft46 maintain their ground against 

snpvemaey.- tins natives, whtnn their domineering, bigoted, and per
secuting spirit, sour inspired with the bitterest enmity. * 
These contests, winch .usually ended in the repulse of 
tlffl latter,, and ifi the two parties being replaced in their 
wonted position, ard too monotonous to justify h detailed 
narrative.' One or two of them.; however, were so me- 
Kiorahle 0'S to deserve to he lava recorded.

Hand da In 1536, Nuno da Cisribr,, then governor-general, ob- 
Cunhn. taint'd permission to erect a fort at. the important, city of 

IMu, in a situation highly favourable lor.trade, but which 
brought his people in contact, with the ■-powerful king
dom of Cambay, iuidduaerat. Badur, ruler of the former 
of these nations, who at first welcomed their approach, 
soon- begun to view ", hem/with jealousy. Ia  a visit that 
he- -paid to the .settlement a scuffle ensued, in which he 
himself wan killed while the commandant and sevetel 
other European cjiieft shared the same fete, -Sylveira, 
who succeeded to the charge, made the greatest efforts to 
justify the cond uct of hie countrymen in the eyes of the 
natives, and appeared at first to have succeeded ; yet 
there still remained a leaven of discord. This was strongly 
fomented by Khojah SSofar, a Moorish chief, who had at 
first embraced with .apparent zeal the cause of the Por
tuguese, but afterwards became their .bitterest enemy. 

Trntnemo Through him a great force was levied in Guzernt, with 
fui cB leHeii which Sol yman Pasha, Urn-governor of Cairo, was ordered 

by the. Grfmu bcigmor to co-operate. This officer sailed 
from Suez with seventy galleys, having on hoard 7000 
.of the best Turkish soldiers, and n superb train of artil
lery. He was joined on bis arrival by upwards of 20,000 
troops of Gussorat, and early in-September 3638 laid 
dose siege to .the Portuguese fort. Syivejra had only 800 
nmnymany of whom were sickly j and ..in consequence 
of an interregnum in the -general government, occasion
ed by the-appointment of .Garcia do Koroaka to supersede
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•BFuno &■ (Jon in , no snccoras were rec rived from .Goa* chap, rv.
He, however, prepared for resistance with the ntmost t
vigour; and the siege which he sustained is-coiwidered '......... ' ‘
one of the moat memorable in the annals of Portuguese
domination in Asia. Exploits of the moat daring valour
were achieved, the women vying with the other sex in
•courage .and eutimsinsm.. Doxhw Isabella do Vega a»- Isabella do
so a ib lw i. th e  fem ale's w ith in  th e  f o r t ,  a n d , f fp r o s e n t in g  ^ 0>?tu . ■
that ail the men we r$ .ireqmred.-to-. feeafams. agamsfc4.be..
enemy, indheed .tiujrat • ty, n»dartak® the; lahojirio'd̂ i task of
repairing the Works shattered hy  tire incessant fire of the
batteries, wAnn Fernando*, lady to a physician;, ran f t p - .
post to -po.k, even while- the wisault .was, liotijest, chewing
a>( encouraging the soldiers; and hear aonfhUitig w one
of the attacks, she carried away his bedyy then retarned
to: the scone .of combat, .and remained fill thh  close, wharr
she went to pcafcnkhis obsequies;.- ■

Urobv the. impulse of this high, feelingr the oncroy defeat o ( tts® 
weredefeated in sugcesijive attempts,: made during 3*stv tir̂ F assaitantk 

ibfe week j, towu-ry tlv  Krt-tre-vsby stoivi'. The *smibou,W t- 
ever, who apffered in  each attack; were at length reduced 

. y■. .to lose than h a lf ,their original pumber, and these so ex- 
hauete.il that Ihey could d l Mttitmuo such severe ex®r~

, lions, The.'hT'rtegers, wearied out and hsaspterated with 
4 . /  the length sad -obstinacy of the defence, detenrdnwl to 

Buih> o.j., u»,uu. uud desperate HTorl. Xh*?y first begun 
by withdrawing their 'galleys; sr.-.tf intending -to' raise
the siege., then at midnight suddenly returned,amd im
mediately sjflplr-d «wJia#p>latld»u8 to  fha sea-wall, The 
gaixisoo were iiwtentlyTOuaed, Mid hart#i:ed to most .the 
attack; hut the other? persevered with1 such fury, that 
they At- length forced an entrance into one of the priu~ 
pal bulwarks. - They were rejinfeod h y  - m .almost prev iwramw 
ter.natural valour, and aro reported to hare had IfiOf men ■̂‘̂ oubuM; 
lulled and woundeu in. the.■■assaijih B ut, after so long 
and losperate a conflict, the JPoriugurso had not above 
forty soldiers fit for d o ty ; Syfostat was already oppress" 
ed hy the most glp.my apyeefe‘moona, wfe.r.., to his joy
ful surprise, he found that the.kfcsfegei3 Imd. made their

;,V i , . i , . . v '■.-f
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chap, tv last effort. tfolymah; not aware, it may he presumed, 
a hTutf. of the desperate situation of Ms adversary, weighed 

anchor on the 6th November, anil m>% sail for Egypt with 
all his fleet.

k'hojah Zofor Khtojx.h Zufar, who continued to retain tin- supreme 
rastieV im?l sway in 'G'O&sfca't, stiH' dheriijbed. the most InvpterMe ran- 

eottir against the Portuguese. Sevep ..yraua after the 
period now m-w turned, he-w am bled an army nearly as 
large as the former, 'atid invest tri the castle of Bin, der 
fended by  Bern Joan  Masearehlnw w ith a garrison--of only 
210 fflwi, With 'this- slender fojreft the governor most 

"’ stoutly and gallantly Muimtehv d his,post, keeping up a 
very detractive fire oto the htaiegersj. The King of 
Cambay, who had- come ift the firm expectation- of wife 
feeftrihgihe tall of the rankle, was so alarmed by a- ball 
whMb penetrated his tent and killed an-officer a t his 
side, that ire departed, leaving bis generals to prosecute 
the siege, hofer, .soon offer, had his heed carried off by a 
duiuon-ahot; but Ids sot. Iturni Khan, inherited his 
-daring- spirits* well as- hie enm-Hy to  Christians, Not- 
witb&fanding the valour with which the besieged to- 
pulsed' every wsfeoffc;: their numbers were grad ■'tally th in
ned, land they began to suffer the extremities of famine, 
to  length Alvaro de Castro bfonght a  reinforcement - of 
dOO m en ; but these troops, having insistedon being.led 
o tc  against the enemy, were driven bach, after suffering 

Dsni,fasT) do great loos, In  October 1646, how ever, the new viee- 
auw'̂ 'cfezvh r°y- <"llm ^ umi %  £ ^stro,.,one of the -abkisi --and most 

dialinguished of the Portuguese offteere, arrived- 5 and 
•having -a powerM  armament, he considered himself in 
it condition immediately to commence offensive opera* 
t b m .  Ht1 broke through she enemy's fetror^hinents, 
obliged them to give battle, and drove th a n , with' prodi- 

/• gfew : slaughter, in to the city. Thence they again sallied
to the amount of. 8000, whom B e (..'astro totally routed, 
and'entering along with t ie r : ,  wiss soon master of B in ; 
bu t ho stained his glory by giving it up to indiscriminate 
plunder iffrd "massacre. Betaming-- to Goa m  the n t h  
April 164$, he made a  most .splendid txiujnphai eutiy ,



■ ’ Q x

with bauds of music, his head crowned with laurel, and chap, rv,
■the royal standard-of Cambay'dragged behind him, The A..r»7i^a 
'streets were hung with silk., and resounded w ith .accla
mations. Queen -Catlsome, however, on teeeiving' the' 
account of this o.'dcnttftioaa ptoeewkm, is-'saki to hare 
feffiarked, tha t -the gOvnrruy? had ihdeed.-coaguered. like 
a Christian, hu t had trkmrphed .'like a pagein.

;De Castro held the office of vicerpy only from 154f»'-to d?
1M0, durhig' which time he- e'stsMish-ikl a High■ repuba- w *il0* 
tion, and rnaxlc the IM tuguese name dremiad on all 

■■the coasts is# -India, Ho appears to haw  been'zealous, in 
• the service ;n f his'«onkfcry^ 'and singularly disinterested;
. since, after holding the g.'>vemmeat during the period 
%s have mentioned''over this rich, pro vim®, He died in 
«x w f l f  poverty, ■ • Bat the,ilreadfui barharitr is of Which 
he was guilty, though they -dtp hot seam to .bare shocked 
the historians' of his o Wo country,- must -tarnish- Ida lame 
in the Mew of fill naiw>i.is poss'^cjjog more ivmiaiae feel
ings fy ' kfw  hov 'll‘ < \ tf '} ' >>v ;

' The most critical situation in which, the Portuguese -Tnttcai situ*, 
settlements wore ever placed was in. 1 .»?♦>, duringtka porto«ae»c, 
government of Don Litis do Ataidts. Adol Khan. and 
NkamniL-Mulk:, two distinguished -offiegM hinder the 
'Mogul, formed an' alliance wMi the sMtoomi: uniting 
■with the firm resolution-to expel this*' foreign people from 
the short's of India., The siege of Goa, considered the. most Sie^ «t. Got. 
important enterprise, 'was huderthk&i by the former,
Wlio'collected for this purpose his whole force, estimated 
at 100,000 men, ,md commanded it in parson. His 
arm y spent eight days in defiling through the Ghunto ; 
after Which, being encamped ?.a tents ranged in straight 
liues, h  that regular and magnificent order observed by 
the . Mogul soUi.0r% i t : presented the appearance- of a 
haMsome and spacious eky . The viceroy was appa* TniwjMtrwt- 
irently taken by 'surprise, not baling in Go& above 700 <tw
troops, 'with 1800 monks nibl armed slaves. By stop
ping a fleet about'to sail ft*r Europe, he might have ob
tained a reinforcement of 400 hteu ; but he niorepidly 
rejected f hiw w&nmtoe, on Account of The iwouvenieuce .

"• : • y-:V:-: ' • i'V.'
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' 'BAf xv. which would be oceas/oned at home by the vessels not 
x  )•>. uro. driving : lie was also,* perhaps, ambitions to show that he 

coxiid. defend th.e town, with only .its own garrison, and"- 
snch .soldiers as might..he ohhWied from the ne%hbmir~ 
•hig hoti The cnewybog-nja series of most 'for
midable attacks,.attempting to crosointo the island. Don 
.Ihiis, however, not only repulai.d them with success, ■ 
but, oil .receiving same roinforeeraeuts, mn/le repented 

. S S h r o f ' hheir on which occasions -his .troops
aw ivnu- with .their .^p.aheouiage ̂ nd.'harbarifcy. Haring
Ki'.sse. killed m m h m  of the. natives,, the soldiers sent'into the 

city cart-toads pi heads, to ufibrdf o the people the savage 
cnoonragutiip.pt derived. iJo.ni this speofef.de,>. At the end 
of two months- d'cleJ IDiari began to despair, and even 
opened a eorrespomtenoe with the governor; but as each 
party not only concealed .his wish for a termination of 
the siege, but rasunioi an air" of■ hauiihiy defiance,-thtf.

: vS^SSSm " ^ .io tio t ,  made very riow jnogr«w, ' Abide 'received 
vanons accessions, particularly one of 1500 men from 

Aloiuvcxis, and was thereby rendered so strong1, 
tant the enemy coulciscarcely cherish any hopeof sue* 

f , 1 ̂ -^bngolinn general, however, observing a point
■  wajch, from confidence in its natural strength, bad boon

e.:v carefully fortified. resolved, on. a desperate attempt 
h> effect a pjis^ge. On the 18th April, -Solymsfe Ago, 
captain of the guards, made an attach s-r sum,on and 
r igui -."is, taut, in spile of the most resolute resistance., 
pav . o: ins troops forced their way into tho. island ; but 
too I  or! ngiiesc soon mustoivd their forces, and, after u 
t e k  conflict drove back or cat in pieces, the- whole of 

. +.( , tho ass/idfmrj^ id el .Khan, win. v ie wed. from the opposite 
{.f,wi KStcsii ^ ’i9 c hstuuitu engagement and the discomfiture of 

.uk troops., was equally enraged and disheartened; From 
this time nil his operations were conducted in a IaMjgolah-. 
oig ngmijer; ,yef his pride induced him to persevere 
several mouriis .longer, till., about tho. end of August, be
struck his icntfej, * Hid Withdrew from before fht? eity, after 
aiishiirung daring the siege a loss of 12,Oo» men.

Mean tune rim.or:-al-Mulfe in fulfilment of his part



of tli .0 sfcipulal ion, ad vt .need with an a riny eq uaU y form id - chap. iy. 
able against Chaul, then o4 settlement of considerable A f. -̂7(, 
importance near Bombay. The defence of ibis oloce 
appeared still more hopeless, it being situated entirely c' 
on the continent, and defended only by a single wall, 
will' a fort1 Utile superior to-a coin too a konst’. The go- 
Tevnotvgeneral was therefore advised to withdraw his 
troops without 'any attempt at resistance ; bunt lie formed a 
resolutionmoreworthy oi 'him, and I.cfe Froyrc d'A ndt add 
tho' commander of the to wn, having foul his garrison. Otmrige <-.f 
augmented to .2000 men, undertook to supply all defi*:the*0”cni‘'n 
dencies by  hta valour and gonitis. 'Alter some yuamt- 
oossful attempts to ca..sy the piece by a coi\ • de main, 
the enemy opened a regular battery of hot. lead than 
'seventy -carmen.. .At 'the end ;of.a month the to wn had 
..Offered, considerable injury, the wall was entirely beate .. 
down, and the'•asB'talants were- Attacking house after 
hottsc. Each .mansion, l*owfySr, was in its turn converted,
• into-a species of fortress,and 'defended''with tlie utmost 
obstinacy. The Moors,attempting a general assault, 
penetrated the city at different points, hut were every 
where completely driven out. i n one Boose that: the Por
tuguese found themsdV'ci obliged to evacuate, they lodged 
amine,'■winch unfortunately springing before they k f t  it, 
killed forty-two of their number. Another dwelling 
was defended six weeks, and k third during & whole 
mouth. In il e beginning of jduc, after the siege had 
continued nearly half a year, .<i;ul omny flxuvaids of 
the natives had perished., some overtures Were made 
for an accommodation, but Without any result. Thc'Uetemuawl 
nusam Ikon renewed the attack With greater vigour 
than ever, and carried successively the -monastery of St 
Dominic, tho houses of iVv.no4 Alvarez and of (kmxalo 
Menesoz.4 But this progress was too slow to fulfil his 
object, though it eucowaged him to attempt one despe
rate assault. On the 2bth June, the whole army rushed 
forward with barbarous slioufifoygaisvT the ruined works, 
on which -the small body of Portuguese had taken the ir'
.4and. The artillery in ' full play altenfotely illumined
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CHAP. IV the sky and \Vt^ppS| it in darkness. 'Che shock was 
A. iTT^o tt-i rihV ; the enemy .planted their colours ou several of 

the' remaming' bulwarks, and seemed repeatedly on the 
oi the eyc of A t,t^ing f^ i possession Of the city ; but the 

valour and discipline of the Europeans were in the end 
triainpliiiTit, The Mongolian general, after continuing the 
attack till niglit, drew of? his army, arid soon after opened 
a ••'negoti&lioh, which terminated in a 'league offensive 
add defensive.

rifiuf'om a" The •z»™crin manifested little aesl to fulfil Ms part iii 
lUltlVG the grant! alliance. Indeed, on seeing the Portuguese 
Iwupie. lmrd pressed by the two othei- 'U'onfederate% he offered, 

on certain conditions, to withdraw from it altogether, 
and conclude a Separate treaty. But the pride of Amide 
disdained, even in this extreme peril, to purchase peace 
by any humiliating concession ; he defied the monarch’s 
power, trusting to Mb own talent, and the bravery of 
bis countrymen, to oxtriccu. him from every difficulty, 
The mffitmu then seht'some' small aid to the nissaut, and 
afterwards laid siege to Ohale, a fort about two miles 
from Calicut. But this place being defended with the 
usual vigour, and its garrison reinforced, he was obliged 
to'withdraw j.hence this formidable combination, which 
had comprehended the greatest powers o f Southern 
India, was, by the Conduct o f  the governor and the 
courage of his troops, entirely dissolved. 

itai>reu.»cy By these and other achievements,the subjects of Por- 
tnA.ii. .,i. tngal, during the whole of the sixteenth century, main

tained their possessions on the edaste, and their supremacy 
in the seav of India. Even after their military enter
prise relaxed, the high name which they had established 
deterred the natives from any attempt to shako off 
the yoke. But about the year 1*500 a new enemy ap
peared, much more formidable than any power which 
they had. yet tmcountered.in that quarter of the globe, 

much repflb-. The Dutch, driven to desperation by tho. tyranny, of Philip 
iU  had revolted against Spain, and. after -a long, bard, 
ami glorious struggle, raised themselves to the rank of an 
independent republic. Even before the neighbouring



states fully recognised them in tbia character, tjb< v. i. .1 cHAf. iv 
gained rats reputation of being the find naval power . ""~-.00 
in F/urope. Owing.to the .narrow'.^tent of the;?- terri
tory, they themselves, as. well as ties ttvyiltitsida of refu
gees who found among them the enjoyment,of civil-.end 
religions .Liberty, wei®'. klduced to seek on'the ocean the 
means of subsistence -arid wealth, The h# |*y; situation 
of their isoa-it-.-, both for commerce and fishery, had at- 
ready led to eoiis.iria.ro,bla progress in these branches. of 
industry, which, now attained a .-multitude .'before u n e»  , 
amp led hi .modern times. Auer embarking-o deeply in Dutch t m 
these pursuits, their »ttotifciou couid not fail to tie at* \ '
tranteif by the trade of India, fv which hits aIways-lHwh 
assighhd an overrated impurtenb&i They were not, jiew- 
e ver, yet prepared fco encounter the naval armaments of 
Spain and Portugal, ;v.aieh guard ad with the most jeal
ous care all the approaches to On- Fpstevn Seas. They 
'yore lienee' induced to attempt a passage by the north td 
Alin, which tho iaigcrfeot kno ̂  ledge then possessed u>
.gpecUng the extent of that ennlipent, and the character 
of 'to Arctic Agios, led marir. rti to regard as nut m.p'-ao Attempt «■ 
ticable. Three successive eareditk-ns were aecordunriv f1istFvw‘t?® 
sent, chiefly under the eoujmared of Bnarenfca ; .in. i,-.vo last tugugo, 
of which-thepeople were? .obliged to winter on the 
dreary shores of Nava Zambia.; but they failed altogether 
in tl.c-ir hope of discovering a nmdh-«i-t passage which, 
if it does at all exist, unish it was found,-he too difficult 
.to ho ever productive of any ppwtical utility, ..

They now felt the impossibility of rivalling tf„ Pore- Kaoiirortw 
tugueso by any other route fhay that round the Capo 
of Good Hope; and their cfmrag ; and « a c fw »  haying Fy iurmsa 
been augmented in the course of ysucmsfal strogglc for 
liberty, they ho' "longer hesitated to brave all the '.dangers 
of this undertaking. The nece-sstura infbnhation wm oh-' 
tamed through Cornelius Srioun; jut, who collected it 
during-'a long residence at l/ishoB, The jenlous'goVorh-. 
ment there, displeased with h’1 active and diljy nt in* 
nulriofi, threw Mm Into prison, whence he woe. liberated 
paly  on the payment of a cremide'rabhj ransom; Hot by

A Nil CONQUESTS IN IN D IA . .139



B Csi□ L
140 PORttfCtrESE • gfeTTLEMEKTS

CHaf. IV. h is  •ittstectfo tis th e  Ih itc h  in  th ro e ’m onths equip-p d  & 
a iT T m  a,'imi(i-ron o f d o u r  vessels, w ell a rm ed  isud prov ided  W ith 
'. ’ ' ' * ' th e  m ateria ls  W  trade. H o u tm a n  se t ou t :u th e  a u tu m n  

o f  1596, and a f te r  a tedium  v o yage , w ith o u t how ever 
© nconntertttg an y  im portan t opposition  or o p strac tio n , 
a rriv ed 'o ff Bantam . in -th e -is lan d --o f Jav a . H e  w as a t  
first' e& teem ely' w ell 'treated , h u t  afterw ards, seem ingly  
through, h is  ow n rashness and  vio lence, becam e involved  
in  a quarre l with. tha 'Jdng , w as th ro w n  into p riso n , an d  
obtained re lease  onJy by aacrifie.uig p a rt of lbs im e s t-  

. Helen) to in e n i , H e  th e n  affected a  safe -returri to  E u ro p e , W here 
Kiircpe. w as m e iy ed  w ith  -the h ig h e s t exu lta tion , hav ing

evinced ilie  practicabViity of a flee t finding its w ay  w ith 
o u t -m olestation from  the  e n em y , to those rem ote and  
o p u len t 'shores. T h e  original com pany , augm en ted  b y  
one m ore recently- form ed, S e n t-o u t early in  1 5 9 9  n o  
few er than- e ig h t ships under th e  jo in t com m and o f  H o u t-  
niftii and  V an  N ech . T hey  reached  t h t  coasts o f S um a
t r a  and Ja v a , Where th e y  carried  on  a  successful traffic j 
aw l a t 'le n g th  th e  second o f  th e se  officers ''re tu rned  to  
A iusteiriam  w ith  fou r of--the vessels laden w ith  spices - 
am i o th e r v a lu ab le  com m odifies,

JSfam a ''I ’his'.favonrablc befhming encouraged the Hollanders 
jwltoitani to prdsecttte the Indian'trade with the utmost activity.

Several'new companies were estab.IiB.hcd, without being 
invested with any exclusive privilege or apparently ac
tuated 'by any hostile rivalry : and tlwamuiuailV aiding 
K.nd'.'Co-operating with each other, they soon, raised this 

Utu. sqnfi- brauciv of commerce to the highest prosperity. In 1000, 
ontto Itv-l). not'five years after the firsiof their squadrons had sailed 

round the Capo, they amt out forty vessels, bearing 
from 400 to 600 tons; and, by their snperior diligent© 
and punctuality, had almost completely supplanted the 
Portuguese in the 'spice-mart^'t,. Hitherto' they had 
studiously shunned any interference with'that people, 
selecting-the spots not occupied by them; while tiro 
latter seem not to have- ventured on any violent mea
sures to enforce their monopoly, However, as they 
bed&aw ijirongev, they began to fbm  ■ schemes' for the
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expulsion, of their rivals. They studied hy.-eveiy.art to crfAP rv 
foment ill-:.’ discontent of the nativesis-whohadMirnisid yes — ■
begun to observe that the Portuguese were-, more Intent A*!x 16('a 
on conquest than commerce, and who wore besides diiv- -wifli
gusted with the harsh m eans employed for .inducing t! M-Ui%K- 
them to renounce.the Mohammedan faith.. Impelled 
by these motives, the Malays •at Admen, aided . b y  some 
Butch volunteers, surprised the for!, which the subjects 
of Portugal had erected iu the hay, and made a general 
massacre of the garrison. They were deprived in a simi
lar rnsnner of .several stations jot...lh« Molucca..'Mantis ; 
losing hi this way sonh“mmportant-Heate of trade, vvhllo 
those of the Hollanders were cofitipually .extended.

Philip II., who/on.-the death of,Boh Sebastian,' had rMiip u. of 
seized the crown of tVricyal, fdl., 'highly indignant at I'0!tW 1‘ 
finding* his. people expelled fvom those valuable posses
sions by  the. aims of a rebellious province, which his 
own -oppression had driven into resistance,. and in .fact 
raised to -its present maritime, greatness. Having learned Un»bere«irfw 
that the Dutch East fudlaraon woo expected homo, he 
fitted out an firmament of thirty ships, mostly of a large Dutch tieet 
size, and sent them lo ..intercept the fleet. Near the 
Cape de Verde Islands, thus.squadron met eight of their 
vessels going out -under- the .command of SJpilbevgen.* 
but the latter, bj their bravery and skjhm tnanceuvres,. 
succeeded in beating off the assailants, and made, their 
way to India, without any serious loss. From this time 
Philip seems to have given up every attempt to contend 
at sea with this rising people, and directed ail Ids efforts, 
though without .effect, to subjugate them by military 
force. Ho si. Mdled idmseFvvith issuing pmdnmatons, 
prohibiting. them, under -the severest penalties, from, 
trading Iu any of the Spanish. possessions. The Peril i . 
gttese in India,: aided by his subjects, from the Philip- warfare. 
pines, still.. kept up. a harassing piratical warfare*.. to 
which the Dutch determined. to put a stop by wresting 
from their antagonists all the remaining, settlements in 
the Spice Islands, In ItK'o they reinhneed their fleets 
with nineteen 6;e(0» vessel'., buying on bo$rd two thou-



•OmiMV. KfincI r e to n  soldiers. They tli.cn invested, and aicces- 
-  - sivfily reduced, all the forts which their opponents had 

' erected in the- islands of. Amboyna and Tidor, capturing 
the shipping' which lay under their protection, and finally 
lading their own with, mlaablo spices. The supremacy 
of the Dutch in .the Indian Seas was thus fully esta
blished. ■

rti!; i 'liteh To complete this triumph, the Admiral Matelief sailed 
Malacca, .which the Portuguese had made the 

the fiwka capita's of their, possessions in the more eastern parte.
Th8 • place, however, was so well prepared for defence, 
that, after- several, weeks spent in the most vigorous 
efforts, he gave up the attempt. But what was his,sur
prise, when on .reaching Amhoyiia be was saluted with, 
a heavy fire,, and saw the Spanish flag flying on the walls 
of the castle! This revolution had been effected by a 
naval.force -.from the Philippines, which, taking advan
tage of his absence, had sailed to those important islands, 
and finding them almost defenceless, completely reduced 
them.. Matelief was at first ft little disconcerted ; but, 
encouraged by the valour-of hfa men, he landed, attack
ed the fortress,, and carried it by storm, making, as was 
too common, a general, massacre of the unfortunate gar- 
riam, la- spirited by. this success, he proceeded against the 
other settlements, and in two months brought all of thorn 
again u.ndfr the dominion of the .United Provinces. 

s*tfif!i»6ntoi The Dutch wore soon afterwards .inducinl to form a 
Ccyk-JL settlement in the island of Ceylon ; an expedition wan 

sent thither in .1605, under the command o f De Weerfc, 
who was at fifed favourably received. Having, -bow- 
ever, not only violated a solemn engagement in the first 
Instance, - /but afterwards, when he w ent to'court, con
ducted hmiaelf with the hauteur which his country
men had new generally -ipiumcd, he was seized, and 
struck dead with, a scimitar. His brave -companions, 
who attempted with unequal strength to avenge bis 
low, only shared bio fete. The tragical issue of this (wl- 
venture did not discourage Berth the governor-gone ml, 
who- Imputed the disaster of Do Weert.solely to fcia
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■ ahd culpable violence, from sending a fw}s& arins- 
merit under Mafcclitvs Bosehkoaveur, an officer of dis- Ajx ^  
tiagukhoA talen t fuid address. He a rm e d  ,it the critical 
moment when tlv-'.Portuguese 'Were advancing from  their 
principal settlem ent at 0)1 umbo in such force against 
Candy , th a t the rajah scarcely hoped to  be able to  resist 
them. The D utch commander, however, both by 'dhwfr- ■'
i»g the operations ot the arid by fiffoteiiig to
them  the aid o f  hls own troops, gained for them  a co m -, 
plete victory. The power ofotheir rivals was thus h im -  
bled, white they  themselves obtained from thm grateful 
monarch ample liberty to  form na-M attU hraefrt on the 
most advantageous - footing. B u t it  w is .not till 
after a long and bloody struggle, th a t they gained the 
complete m astery  .over their 'competitom ' i«  t h a t y  ear 
Colombo sumujuored, after a siege of seven - months* 
and the Portuguese were completely expelled from Cey
lon. W e reserve for the chapter on- the English Settle
ments in  Ind ia  an account of the  contest fit which the 
Hollanders were involved with our countrymen,, and the

th a t th ey  used to thw art their success. H aving Thcrapstol 
obtained the complete command of the Oriental islands, 0 wu'iw‘i" 
the) determined to build a  city m i o h  m ight become 
the capital of then Asiatic conquests,.and the centre of 
all their political and commercial tenafteetiorv T hey 
fix.cii upon a  spot near the wCsfefu extrem ity  of the  
north  coast o f Jav a,-—a  very  happy situation, command- ■ ■■',,•
lug the route to the Spice M anT s,and enjoying an easy

• conininxtlcation' with Sum atra, B orneo ,' and Celebes.
Having overcome the' Resistance o f  the  native powers, 
tin y founded a c ity  which, being -named Batavia, from the 
(indent appellation of their country, was subsequently 
rendered by  them  a great and flourishing station. &««>- 
paans, however, suffer severely from its clim ate,. the  
evils of which arc increased by  canals draw n round the 
place and even through its very streets, exhaling in  th a t 
tropical clim ate the most pem iddua vapours.

The D u tch  made repeated efforts in  drive the P orta- .
gnese from  Malacca, the - capital' 'of their poa visions in Mite«y
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chap, iy, that quarter of India, At length, ia  1640, after encoun-
a , D.~is40. te™S' an obstinate reaimance, they effected the ir object, 

and they then became complete masters of the Eastern 
Islands and Seas, w ith the exception of some settlements 
made by the English on the .coast-of Sumatra. But as 
they never- formed any important or extensive establish
ment oh.the continent of India, to which this volume 
specially relates, we ha ve not t benight it  necessary to give 
more than a short summary o f their oriental career. 

wworuier" pr»y-mi'*':a.-the Portuguese found th an-
English.0**’ chiefly opposed .by the English, and they soon, as

•'wilt hereafter appear, found the contest very unequal, 
.Notwithstanding their influence w ith  the Mogul, they 
were .'gradually supplanted at Sum ; and the other poH» 
o f GuSerat by the superior power k id  policy of their new 
rivals.. An expedition, jo in tly  undertaken .by our coun
trym en and Shah A bbas, king of Perak, deprived them 
of O rm uz; while the Imam of I f  astiat, seconded by the 
natives, expelled them from most of their possessions on 
the: coast of Africa, They were thus stripped of their 
vast dominiont- almost as rapidly as they had acquired 
them : and now ffoaand Morambiquo, in  a very decayed 
condition, form nearly the sole remnant o f that proud 
empire .winch formerly extended, over so great a part of 
the eastern world,
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1 c h a p t e r  v .

Early h.\ili8?t» Veyaym and Settlement*.'

Importance always attached to Indian Trade—Misrion-by Altf«U- 
The English attempt, to penetrate to India hr the North-East, 
and through Eussia^BythaNorth- W«^t—Voyage of I)rake^--Of
Cavendish...Ncwbery and Fitch, by way of Aleppo and Orniua—.
Fitch visits :<nauy Parts of India—First English Voyuge by the 
Cape —Its-X>iansterg. •• A.r: .association formed—Voyage of J-ajjt-
caster- Mddfefcoji..Jf^ht E ,unseateeUngsndOthefl—Sharpey
'_Loas of V»ts Vessel. ■ ■.'■ uenry Miudletoiv-.-His Adventure- at 
Surat—Hippon—Set* > ■•■;: on Coromandel— Saris—Profits of
the Trade—Quarrels -; the Duw h—Massacro at Amboyra—
Acqunititiuof Bomb* --.Settlementson the Coromnridci Coast—
In Bengal—Disputes with the Mogul—Company begin to form 
Hans of Conquest.

Fwoav the first dawu of maritime efciemise and adven- chap. V 
tune in Britain, the trade of India war f«mtemp1aled as British .Kn
its grandest' object,---the chief fountain o f  commercial 'terpriser. 
wealth. Into the sanguine conceptions formed on this 
subject there entered, i.o doubt, a eon4derablr degree of 
illusion. A more enlightened school of political econo
my seem* to have demonstrated, that agriculture and 
manufactures open more copious sources 6f prosperity 
than traffic of any description j that the. home trade, 
from its quick returns, is mart productive than the 
foreign ; and the intercourse between closely contiguous 
countiit-s more valuable than that with distant regions.
A commerce, therefore, of •which the market is at the 
Opposite ektiemity of the globe, ears never do more than 
empl oy tao su rplus capital of a comm un i t y already 
wealthy. Yet there Wvro circumstances which, even at

' ' '- V „ h f  f - E g g g - - ' •" \

1 v,j£fp>'< A * - L ' > * . ' ,, ;. ••'■ . ‘ '■ ,'x ■ '■■ \vV l \i ItW V-',

EARLY ENGLISH VOVAOES AJSIU SETTLEMENTS, 145



: : $ ■;i'1 ;y .;'C ' ’V’- '
146 BABLV'ENOW Rli'VOYAOKS

c hap . v. -"that early, stage-of wereantiJe'»p«enIatioQ, tlircw a pecu- 
a xi 833 li»r Justice on the trade of India. Ihe staple articles 

’ consisted of finer and richer fabrics than any that had
K ets 01 yet been produced in the W est; and, besides, there were 

diamonds, pearls, jewels the most beautiful and bril
liant, and spices the most flagrant and grateful d;y the 
senses. The great scale, too, on which operations were 
conducted, and the large fortunes occasionally made, 
gave to this traffic a character of gr.mdhfir not belonging 
to the smaller tpaysietionji which took place within-the 
limits of EuropO f̂Even the mysterious remoteness of the 
regions that wure ' to be the theatre of this inferno arse,-- 
the train of adventure and Uncertainty through which 
they were to be readied,—heightened ihrar attraction, 
and ■were altogether congenial to the spirit of that bold 
find enterprising age.

lA-cerds or It, may be proper here to observe, that some record 
w  to/mniT exists of a voyage from England to India at a much 

earlier period. Hakluyt has quoted two passages from 
different chronicles by William of Mo! aieshtiry, lit which 
it is asserted that King Alfred, in the year 883, sent 
:S%ht)httU3j bishop of Sherbari:, into live East, tkrl he 
might present gifts at the shrine of Kf Thomas. He'is
wad |o  have happily performed this great undertaking, 
and to have returned laden with gems and rich .spices, 
ill® produce nf that celebrated region. It is Added that, 
at the time the chronicle waa-^written, some of those 
commodities were etill preserved to the church of Sher- 
bum. Such a  misttiou was worthy of that great monarch, 
whose views, tar in advance of his age, were doubtless 
more enlightened than those which the Annalist here 

its.Uanbtftfi ascribes to him. But it mast be very difficult, from 
"«#a such meagre notices, to determine whether so very dis

tant a pilgrimage could at that period Have been really 
performed. Without ; • •nounc-imr it absolutely impos- 
sibto, we nitty' he allowed to suspect that he merely 
reached those eastern shores of the ffiuditemufesih, ,tO 
which Indian commodifies luiVe always, by some chan- 
feel or other, to»n con vey ed in large q oantities*
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The fi-^nof Edward VI., and wore . specially tTiai of cnAr/v. V 
Elizabeth, formed the era at which industry aud naval tV a “j ; ' 
enterprise received that impulse which has since, car
ried them to so unprecedented a magnitude, Prior ^{'®' 
to this period Britain was surpassed in .raainifaetures by .-enterprise, 
the fleihings, in naylgatioft fay the itaiians, find still 
more by the Spaniards and Portuguese* These lost, 
then her bitterest enemies, she had seen, with -grief-and 
humilifttioa, gain-unrivalled glory by discovering a new 
passage- to ihe East, and a new world iu the West;
They had thus almost completely .prsooenpied the ground 
of discovery and settlement, and were, moreover,-'pre
pared to defend it iu- -the most vigorous manner against 
all v ho should attempt m y  encroachment. The Eng
lish, therefore, in the new career on whack they -wore 
ambitious to enter, had to encounter not texly the dis
advantages of a long voyage, but the active opposition 
of the two greater, powers who at that time okfaneu the 
dominion. of the ocean.

But the nation was not to be 'deterred by such con- Aj-itottr.stfe 
sid orations. Nor was the-ardour of discovery' confined S}iSs.K'lfl"' 
to meronant?!, whose estimates - might have been moto 
cautious and professional j it was fully shared by court?, .re, 
statesmen, tod warriors, tinder the- auspices-of -Elisa- 
hath there arose, a brighter galaxy of great net*, ihaii 
had adorned any former period of English history. They 
began, however, by attempting to reach India by some 
now path undiscovered by the Portuguese, and where 
there was no chance of coming hi contact with those 
formidable rivals. The first effort was' made on the Kortii-wt 
northern coast of Asia; but, like that '-i the Batch man 
earlier age, it was. founded oa a most imperfect- know
ledge both, of the great extent of that continent «ttd of 
ite-dsvary and.iVoxeu boundaries, 'Ehis- expedition, fitted 
out by a company of feerehautoad veUtafors, and com
manded by the gallant Sir Hugh W illoughby, with three 
well-appointed vessels,had a most disastrous' issue. He 
w:k8 driven upon the eoast'of Lapland, where, m'tiie course 
of the ensuing winter, he and his r un-; perished by cold



chap. V. and famine. Richard Cfiancelor, however, with one of 
the/teasels, reached the White Sea, and proceeded to 

AjD* Moscow, where he opened a commm'ucation with the 
’ court of Russia, then almost unkno wn in Western Eu~

overia«(im  rope. The adventurers having made several other un- 
*s'ft,le' successful, attempts by water in those high latitudes, 

conceived the idea of openin'.; an intercourse with India 
across the Russiaf t and Persian empires. They expended 
in vain much capital and enterprise in tins arduous un
dertaking. Several'of their agents penetrated across the 
Caspian into Persia, and even reached Bokhara, the 
capital of Independent Tartary, But at length they 
became sensible that no commodities could pay the cost 
of such an immense circuit, both by land and sea, be
sides the hazards attendant on the ■onvoyflji.ee through, 
the territory of so. many Iwrborous nations. E ven when 
this journey should prove the most prosperous, the goods 
coo/d not be so cheaply carried as by .the direct route 
across Persia and Syria to Aleppo,

Korth-weni The next attempt, was made by the north-west passage, 
S'rt'-d*1' wtmd the Arctic shores of America. This continent 
^£'* was, at that early era, imagined to terminate, at a h%h 

latitude, in a point or capo, the pissing of which would 
enable the «s '.rimer to enter the South Sea, and reach by 
a direct course the wealthy shores of India and Eastern * 
Asia. Most intrepid, energetic, and persevering efforts to 
effect this object were made by n succession of illustri
ous navigators,—-Cabot, Frobisher, .Jkvk, Hudson,—and 
the pursuit has been continued down to the present time. 
But though bnUiapt displays have been exhibited of 
courage and heroism, and striking views obtained of the 
shores and their rude inhabitants, every attempt to find 
a  practicable passage to India by i h b  route has ended in 
disappointment.

*'Ukre rf The abortive find even calamitous result of successive 
efforts to penetrate by the northern extremity of the 
great continents, or by journeys overland, at length 
turned the attention .of the English nation to the passage 
by the Cape of Good Hope, os that from which alone

14;, EARLY ENGLISH TOYAGES
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ipiy positive benefit' could • be -derived. T ie  -exclusive ^  ■
right, however, to this line of navigation was claimed by bhl 
Philip IT,, who ifad now succeeded-M 'King of Portugal; A*I>* i5T* 
and the Hahn was somewhat m. uniaba with tins irtW't Exclusive, 
general h admitted in fchrt;, age ritepectiug distant dk tuga.*0*^ 
cbvery. The • government was afraid of bringing itself 
it!to pm uriurf ■'■scf'His.ioii with the greatest- monarch of. 
the time ; while private1 and tm^rinrh veesois> obliged to 
pass near the coasts of Poliuga). as well as of numn- 
j'rnrs yettletnents in Africa and India, 'and exposed to 
nt-et her ships continually passing and renfteamg, could 

scarcely hope to c-'Cftpe her hostile attacks.
But as the views of British navigators expanded, aha - 

vthsiv country begim to rise to tiie ivest ipm'dr among marl- - bnim' 
time nations. a new pith  tuggndrd itself, - from which 
their haughty rivals would ih vain seek to exclude them-.
Drake, after having .served with distinction in the W ei  
Indies and on the coast of America, conceived the. design 
of penetrating into the South .Sea, The wealth acquired 
hi his former expeditlone wm, expended in fitting Out. Are 
v ŝ-ids, the largest not exceeding 100, apd the smallest 
only 12 tons. He equipped them very completely, tak
ing on board rich- furniture, fine specimetjus of British 
manufacture, «hd even, a band of expert m usicians, lie  
prepared every, moans, in short, by which he might 
ctezle and conciliate the' native-.? of'the unknown re
gions which he was about to explore. Ho sailed from 
Plymouth ou the 13lh December 1577, and in. August 
the'-iollmviag year he aeimnplfahed -a passage through F,.m [;o of 
the Straits of Magellan. He then mmod for wn.f months 
along the western coast of’ Spanish America, not hr shut- >UlllL 
ing to appropriate some rich priatw that- prose nted them- 
selves'in thccour^of Ms voyage. Having obts hied great 
wealth, though lot fleet was reduced to a single vessel, 
he determined to attempt a return homeward by the 
iKirih-wesfc parage. He jailed to the coast, of Cntiforniaj te,,..cvm, ,-g 
of which h«; claimed the discovery, and called it New UUfomul 

‘ Albion ; hut finding hk ranin object impimettettbio, he 
rcsolv-; .1 to cross the Pacific, ftttd'ptbebed frp Europe by

Jfi
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chap, 'i! the-. Moluccas. He-steered dheetly through* the ocean, 
a c, 1530. pau&utg nowhere, till life found bferaelf among the Spice 

Island*, the retfmok- pycMuodons of which'were then.
Friendly nv ,l,ho subject of genuml in teresft. in the. West* The King 
I h S g  if  t f  Ten,ate,, who was in »■ afeitoof Hostility with the Par- 
Ttraffe t igam-, .gave. aSp®41y reception to the English mvi- 

grtteCj mho first \u*gaa t|Kit,-co«n;aeccc with India which 
h<w since been caraed-to so immensean extent. Having 
©lasted along Jj&% he proceeded: to the Cape without 
torching- at any psi't of the, Asiatic continent.. He-took 
m, supplies at Siemt houna and a m , a t  at Plymouth op 
the 26th Septeiinte 1530, after sv voy«g® of two years- 

Return to and, ten mouths. Hjs afrHal: was lud'led with the utmost 
iinK’.ma, ■ esj^tatipn by hja countrymen, who-: regarded, so sac- 

cessfaJ. h voyage m  having raisodto the. highest pitch-the 
(tava!,. gl'orv'of t ie  realm. The rpieea, after some cat!-- 
fife® 'delays, visited; him on .-hoard ids vessel* aud coH-- 
f e e d  m  Him tho honour of knJghthoid.- 

Caventft&n. This teiliiaht ©urn* of Dwkc* encouraged. other eom- 
fnanders to trefld in, hig.- footsteps. Thomas C c n ia t t ,  
a -gentlemn® <»£-extensive property mfkilfetk, alter 
iiav.iii:r served his na val apprenticeship under Sir Ekhard 
GMimlfey deteifiedaecl te self Mo. estate, an&.embark the- 
produce in a.voyage to the South Sea, and .round tho 
woM, flaying left Phmouth on the 2'Jte July M}t)6, 
lie reached, early next, year, thr. western coast of South 

hud heing roatminud by no very nice scruples, 
eeefinss, made a iiurrjbfjr of valuable prices. Stretching thence 

across the IkcjMc he tone bed atOmhan, one c-f the group 
to v 'hicl-i the Spaniards give the appellation of Ladrones.
Mo passed, attenvards through the Philippines, observing 
v,ith surprise- their extent, and fertility, and holding 
communication witu. the,natives, who- e'.cprttseeda decided 
pre/eteJLTe ot the English to the Spaniards, by whom these 
islands lu.d bee,® occupied. Sailing’ next through tho 
Moluccas,, and along the coasts of iloria and -Sitmbawa*

EnfjlsSdf hh opem4: a friendly correspondence with some- of the 
princes of Java the course of Drain, rc-aoh-
ed England ia-Septmber.ldBS, by ihe.C&pu-ef Go: b-Ho-m.
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Nrttw'itbstandiiig the- admiration excited by so many chap. v. 
successful voyages, they «  oa too krge a scale' to lie ^
■co-afidered as models for commercial - mtei^rise.- Yet* 
invention bopjg now ero.ployed to discover some afore 
shit-able elatmiel of intercourse, a body of adventurers Koval 
resolved upon attempting one hitherto untried by Britons. ^
"They proposed to proceed up the Mediterranean,—-'Iflrwh 'auinrera. 
on the- coast of Syria,--MrmveV'by wav ef- Aleppo and 
Bagdad to the Persian Gulf,—--and to sail thence by 
Owiua, in order to reach the shores- of Malabar, Mr 
Stevens* who had made a voyage'in A'Portuguese' vessel 
to Groa, sent- home a most favourable report of the ferti
lity of the region' in which that -dtyr-hs placed,: the 
opportunities- it- afforded- for trade, and the Eberality 
with which the. port was-1 opened to vessels of every 
nation. John Mpwbeiy and Ealph FEcb., the leading tetter? im- 
periitts in this muicrtifctug', were fondshed -mth tw o-^e« .W l“e 
let ters, the’.font to the M og ul emperor Akbai, unde* the 
title of “ ZcJabdiin Echebar. king of (lanbaya.^ It 
solicited his. kind offices to men who hud come from- a 
remote part- of- the-world to trade'in.: his- dominions, p»> 
mising reciprocal aid attd kindness t-s-hi»-»*!>jeots. The 
ot her, to the King of China,-was expressed in nearly th e 
same terra?, The travellers' set- out early in 3.586.
■ Kewhe-fy1* letters from Aleppo, and Bagdad relate'Nwbety’* 
Mnihit.-entirely to eommercial Sabjeots-i, In regard io--”4lrcr*- 
the latter place,, he complains- that -the' sale of- goods.
•was very slow and difficult,;. though, had ho been, well 
provided with money, he might have ohtamecl abundance 
of valuable- spices -at very rcasonalde-rates:, -From Bag* 
dad-he proceeded-.to BaaKwa,.arid-tbence'to- Ormuz, where 
ho w as allowed-at first- to- carry--om business without' 
molestation. I» six: days,- however, a charge was raised rayrt je,i- 
agftihfit the -adveKt.a:rtrs:-hy-''Mlchftei' Stj»poue,-an Italian ,iou' ' 
jealous of rivals in a-trade which he himself had-found 
\ury lucrative-; where ,ipon both-' Ne'wbefyand'Ms com
paction Filch were arrested-and thrown into prison. The 
fonnei; writes in considerable-dismay to Jus associates-at 
Biissora, ijaying-^* I t  may he tfu.,-:, they will 'Out oar -
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chap. v. throats, or keep m  long in prison.,—Gort’s will be iom *7 
a,m »  They were soon sent to Goa; hut hnoiediatefy upon 

their arrival* aster a tedious voyage, they found thom- 
hnnrisotiea selves again in c&nfiaeroeiii. The.-pmcipal charge related • 
d“,bi,a- to Captain (Sir Fronds) Brahe, who was stated' to 

have fired two. shots at a Portuguese galleon near Ma
lacca, fiewfoery professed total ignorance m to this 
transaction, which in fact, could hi no shape be brought 
home to him. He repreeeated-how unjust it was,-that 
while . French, Flemings, Germans,.- Turks,- Peman.3, 
Muscovites,-~oli the nations of Europe and Asia,—‘Were 
allowed freely--to-reside and traffic a t Goa, Englishmen 
alone -should he • thus.* barbarously treated. He was, 
however, remanded to prison; hut, after being kept in 

His release durance for about a month, was set at liberty, having been 
required, to sign a bond, amounting, to 2000 pordacs, not 
to quit the .town without peniuKsdon, At the. time of 
writing'lie had m  inclination to leave it, having taken-a 
-house in one of the prhxdp'v streets, and finding his 
mercantile transactions very , vkifagcoiis. He met with 
much M  end ship from Ste- ,ns,. who had formerly been - 
» student-at-Kew Collcgf, Oxford, and had entered the 
service of the' Archbishop of Goa ;• also from John Piiti- 
acot or Linschotcn,-an intelligent Dutch navigator.

Tiireatenwi. According to the acenunia given afterwards by Fitch, 
S ,saMf these fimmroble appearances 'proved 'delusive. They.1- 

had many of their articles purloined., were obliged to give 
large, presents, and to spend much money in procuring- 
sureties. .Halving, after a1 residence of five months,made 
an appeal-, .to flits governor,--they received a very sharp 
answer ; being told that they would .bo.better .sifted .etc- 
long, and that, there was - further matter against than,.
This reply gave occasion to a very -serious alarm lest, 
they should.be made skves, or, according to - some/ hints. 
that .were dropped, be exposed to the slrapafa. They 
determined, while they, yet enjoyed- any measure of 
liberty, :4o effect their escape, and- on the 5t.h April.JAJJ5 
fled, out of the Town. Proceeding into the interior of 
India they passed through BeJgaum, where there m b a



great market for i diamonds.; .and other precious stones; c iu i. v.
sad aftaw rd? they arrived at the royal city of Be- A.x>TTflrf>
jffpere. Here they e«w all thepdinp of Hindoo idolatry, r |
the neighbouring; woods being filled with numberless v*“ w>-‘ •bS
temples and idols. 41 Some fee like a cow, soirtfc like a.
monkey,, some like peacocks, and some like the devil.’1
Fitch, who is now the narrator, was struck with the
majesty of the war-elephants, and the .abundance of gold
and silver, lie proceeded to C* olconds,: which he describes
as; a fair and pleasant city, the houses well built of brick
and .timber, in a coanhyabbunding with delidouA fruits,

. and having in. its vicinity rich diamond-mines. Be 
heard of Masalipatam as a groat port enjoying a very 
extensive'traffic. From. Golconda he struck northward 
through the Deccan till he reached Buthanipoor, the,, 
capital of Candeish. : lie represents the conn ry as sur- Fc -h ; ,.
prisingly fertile and populous, though the houses were^ , . 0 
built only of.earth and thf-fcch 5 and in the rany season, 
which now prevailed, the streets were rendered almost 
Jmjphaiffiie by streams <)jf water, He viewed with much ’ l.
surprise the matrimonial arrangements <&f the Hindoos,' 
seeing boys of eight or ten married to girls of five < r m :; 
and those Unseemly -unions being celebrated wna extra* 
ordinary j wmp, thetwo parties riding through the Streets 
■«. very trimly decked, with great piping and playing.*
Bio passed next through Mandoo, the former capital 
of Malwa, which he describes as a Very strong town built an or MaJw*. 
on ». high rock, which it had 'cost -Akbar twelve years 
to reduce. Thence he proceeded to Agra, a great and 
populous "city, superior to London, well buiH of stone, 
and .having fair mid large streets. The emperor, how
ever, then resided at Fatepbor, 'which, according to 
him., was Mill larger though less handsome than the 
other. Bring a place, of decidedly inferior importance;, ' rT
it imwfc liave'derived this''temporary greatoess from being . |
the imdexied of the cottrt and. c&wp of Akbar, ^;l'he '** 
whole way between dliese gri*d tiitieB resembled a 
market, ; > as full as though a maxi were still m u town. 
lie  wan struck by seeing the grandees conveyed iu little

. A?*B 8STTI.RMl.MTfl. 1 5 3
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oiwr v. e«rts, carved and p. 13 ded, coveted with silk, or very fme 
,r cloth, and drawn ty two little bulls of the size of dogs, 

u  ii>s5' On the banks of tin: Jumna lie had an opportunity of 
witnessing the various ceremonies and ablutions per- 

TheTiramtaa formed fey the Biamins, ■“ They come to tin water, and 
h'av • a string about their neck* made with great core- 
monies, <md lave up water with both their hands. Though 
i t  fee never m  .cold, thej will wash ■themselves .in cold 
wator. They p.my in the water naked, and dress their 
meat and eat' it naked, and for their pemithe' they He flat 
tspoll the earth, and- rise' up. .and turn themselves about 
tliiri-y or forty thqiej, and -«$t to heave up their hands 
to the Bim, and to hiss the earth with their a tm  m i  
logs stretched nlopg out. '"in ic wive,, do come by ten, 
twenty, am thirty i.ucKb y to the water-aide singing, 
anti there. Id n d ,  iheivis-*: and then use their-ecre-

niAinti d.jv« monies.” - He sow r1h  »•. niaafecr of naked feeggws, of 
■fees.' whom gircnJ.accountyovt mad** One in'-particular ap

peared " ft monstt«r i.-.moug id’ 9 r e s t —ills board .of CTior- 
xnou.i gwnrti), Inn; Iraif iuogbg mums than half down 
■his body, liia Ljil? two inches long; “ lo  would cut 

• nothing Horn hhu, nokiuT would lie speak ; ho would 
nr, speak io  in ■, king.*'1 The Bromine are .represented 
■fey 'Fitch., a-: triad indeed fey modern writers, to he » 
crafty people, worse. tkr0 the Jews.” 

wmisTO Lea- On the dopartere of the fugitives from Agra, William 
^oirtAgia. 'Leader, the jewolicc of the party, jemaitwd i» the ser

vice of ik try ,  who -allowed Mja a bouse, a horse, five 
•slaves, and a regular pennum, Thvi-o must, therefore, 
have been some coaunvnicfttlon held -with that great 
'monarch, of which, it is -to fee .eegfetted the 'narrator 
has omitted all .the particulaitki

AiialiutaJ. ' Frbm .Agra thcdruvellor went toAJ&hah&d, which he 
•' palls P*ag»i a corruption of the name Vi&yoga, signifying 
;.hc HUfclton •of'-iiraiSj a a i  therefore specially applied to 
the unteii-ofthi: Ganges wad Jumna. .He descended the 
fonner of tn* >i sfr^ahis to Benares, avid viewed wath . 
wonder that grand ueat • of Hindoo.ypnorton -a and super - 

. -rtiuon, iitid the uufuarous and ..splendid tpoiplss.. with



Cpftte worthy of a<3aiinition. M«tfiy of ttyui tofe hkck  
and have claws of brass with long mite, # d  some ride 
upon peacocks te d  other fowls which, be fmi lavbtifed,
With long' hawk’s Mils, some 'with owe thing tod Some 
withtoofcher, but none with a  gone! face* j They be Mack 
m d  evil forotured, their months monstrous, their cars 
ftiMed and fe #  of jewels,; their teeth mil eyes of gold:, 
silver, and glass” The observances m jltoo tiro f those 
aneoufh deities' were also very xm km - Und fan tastic^  
particularly thetaodesofahhitioainth&flanges. / ‘They.

." .  never pitiy but in f e  water, and they .yash 'the® solve*' ' f
o\^r4iWdv atid Ure up water with, hctli their. hands. I
Homo of thtnn will make their ecrctnOhios with fifteen 
vr sixteen poty little and great,. attd ,i4ng a little hell 
■when they m fa l their mixtures ; anti they «*y diners 

< things vpv their pots many times, on4 <vJnm they have
done they go to their godly, and strode tMvBMirffim,

V wide} I they think su - rm y holyi’ l ie  Whs Whin:® also mating At. .
to the homing of wanwinon the death of their husbands, *klr’u •' 
hi M niv of which' “  their hegds bsf shnton, And never 
any accovfflt isn.adoofth-'ta aftcr-^rda^ 'Whcua jv t - p 
son is sick, they art*!Said to M  huh all- tdght before tb p '  ' y

•• • idol,-and if-next nvomhtg thdM he'no s ip r o f  recovery,
<‘hfe Mends m il rone arid sit a Kfcfclc with him and c ry  
ana afterwards will carry huh to five water’s side, and ' 
sot him upon a bii'e rail nmite of reeds* and *o let him 
sro'dm’mthe-tiToTd-' A vWyod&pn fi&ro i« also drawn of 
some iwiiago-eeWime’me?. . to which jiihu toweller was ;
witness. The two panWr m ;  rcpre^kfcd going Into the 
water along with u priesig a cow, and a calf; w tod the 
man doth Kohl life hamV'hy the old pu tfs  hand, tod  the. 
wife’s iiaiid by her husband’s, and aP have the cow by 

l : '": the fell, d H & ey p 'm fm  > rd. w V? v* pot upon the.
cow’s f ell, au:d then oh Is old. rwv  doth tie fern and h&: 
together by their clotli.es, T h<hi they give somewhat to 
the poor, arid to ihe Buuuam: o.) priest they give the

W $  III ■ '■''■■■''■ ■ i i f i l M
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chap. Vj cow and- calf, and afterwards go to .divers of their idols 
4 r a u 35. an^ m0jQeifj and lie down flat upnfi: the ground,' and 

kiss it divers times, And ihea go their way,”1 
Fa«no. From Benares lie proceeded to jp&fcna, once;.tha capital

of a kingdom, but at that time subject-to Akbarjaiid 
though a- huge city, it contained' only houses of earth 
and straw. The country was much infested by robbers,; 
wandering like the; Arabians from place to place; whence 
wo may conclude, that the system of dtmil -gangs was 

Native Dovo- already in full .force. The people were greatly imposed 
let,s. upon by idle persons assuming the-Appearance of .sanctity.

One of these sat asleep on horseback iu the market- 
place, while the e^owd came and reverentially touched 
his feet, « They though? him a great mao, hut sure he 
was a lazy lubber,—!  left him there sleeping.,’1 R ich 
went next to Tanda -in Bengal, also belonging to Ah bar., 
and thence made an excursion northward *to Coiichty 
whach appears to be the country situated along the foot 
of the mountains of JBootan -j being deacriJred as so moist, 
that every district could be easily -iaunduted -knee-deep; 
and  rendered impassable. Tho. people, who appear at- 

noofMats, tabbed to the religion, of Boodh, showed - the usual fan- 
faisth. reverence tor .animal life, keeping hospitals for 
lame or aged creatures, sad giving food to ante. Four 
days?.journey beyond was the country now caKed-Boo- 
tan, sale! to  he of groat extent, and filled with mountains 
so ilofty that they could be seen at the distance o f  s ix  ■

¥ days* travel,—a report which was so ferieorrfcct j- but. hho» 
ginatlon only.'could have induced. the mhabstaiits to ' 
assert- that from the top .of those eminences the sea could 
be descried, ft .was frequented by-m-erchanis from cold 
regions iu. the north, dressed in woollen cloths, hate, 
white hose, and hoots (the Tartars)j and by others 
without heaths from -a-, warm land in the cast (Chinese).
The .former reported that their country contains a nu- 
marauf* .breed of small but aoti-'o horses, whomhrag sails, 
covered with a .luxuriant, growth of. hair, formed m  
article o f  import into India, where they were greatly 
valu^,. ' i j M P P d .  / >wvj;
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.^^e'dKtic-h now vent. 'southward to XToogley, “ the chief CHAP, v. 
keep of the .Portuguese,?’ and then undertook a  journey A gJxj&,, 
through Orissa, the borders of which he found almost a 
wilderness, with few villages, “ grass longer than a in to , 
and very many tygers/’ The haven of. Angell, which 
wo know not how to identify, was found the seat o f a  
very great trade, frequented fey vessels from Sumatra,.
Malacca, and various quarters of India, Returning to 
the-Ganges, he made-an excursion also 'into the eastern' 
district of Tippara, whose inhabitants were engaged in 
almost continual warfare with the Mngen (Mugs), oc
cupying the kingdom of Amoaru ■■ Again reach.ng the 
banks of the river, he notices Serampore, and several senurper* 
other towns situated :on its lower branches. The people 
of this pai-t of India, he observes, were in ft state of 
regular rebellion against the Emperor Akbar, being 
favoured by the numerous islands and river-channels, 
and especially by the facility of retreat from one to 
another. He. justly  characterizes the cotton fabrics in 
this, district as of superior quality to those m ade in. any 
other pari of tire empire*

From Seraiupcre our traveller obtained a  passage-in a 
vessel to Negraifl in the. kingdom of Pegu, and had an <>f l ,eg«fU’jm 
opportunity of visiting that capital as w ell' as-Malacca, 
then a greh;Jkntwynese■ emporium.--where Ire learned 
some particulars respecting 'China and Japan. Return-

.* ing to Bengal, he “ shipp'd himself'’11 for Cochin, mid in 
lifs way toucived a t Coy ion, which h^found “ a bravo. '* 
island, very fruit ft i I and fair/1 The Portuguese also hold 
a tort at Columho, which the king often attacked with a 
hundred thousand mou, * but naked people all of them,'’ ‘ 
though partially armed with muskets'. Having doubled 
Cape. Comorin, .and observed the extensive .peai-l-fishe^y 
upon this coast, ho passed fey Coukn, and reached Co-.' 
chin, which he found by no mean's ft desirable residence; 
the water was bad, and victisalB very sam*.. the surround
ing country producing -neither com nor rice ; yafc the 
want of a  conveyance obliged-hlm to remain there for 
eight months. The Xamorin of Calicut, be undeistool
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ciup. v. eoatm w i ^till hostile to the Petfcnguese, and carried on 
. ~  a species of piratical war, sending: out numerous proas 

‘ ‘*> ’* with fifty or sixty m m  m  each, which swept the whole 
coast, hoarding .and plwtdfcring every vessel wloch they 
encountered.

Close of Leaving eCochxn, Mr Pitch sailed successively to Goa
t iicii's ex- and Chaul, whence he obtained a passage to Ormuz, 

x ■",L"X'!: after, having achieved the most -extensive jw *m y that
had yet- been performed in India by any SStucopfu®.*

■ tus^Bcv . Although this expedition was executed in a manner
om ew#- creditable to the adventurers, and much inibraation 
kind traffic, collected- respecting the trade and commodities of the 

country, still it was evident that commerce, carried on 
by a tract so circuitous, and exposed to so -many perils, 
could neither' be s$de nor profitable I t  was in. ifaet 
o m  of the channels by which that traffic had been con
ducted by the Venetians, who were much be tt'er situated 
for it than the English, and who had yet been unable, 
ever since the discovery of the passage by the Cape, to 
sustain the rivalry of the Portuguese. The inercantilp 
interest, began now to contemplate the last-mmtloned 
■route, as alone affording the -prospect of a secure and 

^saiousy-ot advantageous -Intercourse. I t  was guarded, however, 
with the. most jealous cate by the Spaniards arid Porcu- 
gaese ; and the government of Elizabeth, though then at 
•war’ with these nations, hesitated to'sanction am nge- 
i ixontfi which would ah at the door against accommodation.
Mr Brace found %  th.e State-paper office a petition, pre
sented in 1509 from sundry merchants, reqnosfcing to be 
allowed to send to India thjtee ships and throe parnacea. 

Fir-’t EvijcOish The answer does -uot appear '; but in 1591 three ships 
•thePCapf were actually sent out- under Captains Raymond, Ken

dal, and Lancaster,■ who saihd from Plymouth oh the 
10th A pril In August, when they michod the Cape,
vs

itogeaiows writer, SJ&ritimo-aml Inland P&soyery, v«d. fii. 
p, 19'j. expresses a doubt »..-. to the authenticity of tins sfcatmei?t.
1 c-aanot ncrceiwpn what his Keeptfrismis founded; IJhft voyage 
is rnse; tea hi the' standard coll«etiO’,» of HikluyS, and the iaakative 
aj'ptaw ttT »i« to t>aw every murk. 0 ■ trash.
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the crews had already mf?ere<i so much from afokneaj that CHAP. V.- 
it was found necessary to -send'Captain Kendal home A.io~im. 
with the invalids. The two others proceeded on their 
voyage; hut near Cape CoMentee they were overtaken 
by a most tremendous tempest, in which the ftaymond, Disasters of 
the admiral's ship, was separated from its companion, tu<J wag®** 
and appears to have perished. Lancaster's vessel alone 
remained ; but a few days after there occurred such a 
dreadful thunder-storm, that four m m  were killed on 
the spot, and all the others either struck blind, severely 
bruised, or stretched out -as on the rack. Having in 1; 
some degree recovered, they sailed onwards, trad reached 

"• the island of Comoro, where they took in a Supply of 
water. The natives n t first gave them no annoyance ; 
hut, "after. confidence had been fully esfeiHiabed, two 
parties of sixteen each, when busily employed on shore, 
were suddenly surrounded by a vast troop ox these trea- Treachery »i 
jiherous people : and Lancaster hod the distress of seeing comoroJK,0f 
JiLs men almost entirely cut in pieces, without the pus- "
Bibilky of affording them any aid. Sailing thence with 
a heavy heart, he touched at Zanzibar, where he found 
good anchorage, and put his vessel .into tolerable repair• 
but though not openly opposed by the Portuguese, he 
learned that they had formed a  scheme to attack his 
boat. Adverse gales now carried h im out of his 'course, 
till he 'approached the island of Sceotora, when the wind 
becoming favourable he stood directly for Cape Comorin.
He doubled it in May 1592, and hailing missed the Ni
cobar group, proceeded to Sumatra, and thence to the 
uninhabited islands- of Pelo Penang, where he spent 
what ho calls the winter, being the season distinguished 
by the heavy -storms -to which those seas am exposed in 
July and August, Sailing alohg the coast of Malacca Lav-ions 
he foil in with three vessels of (>5 or 70 tons, one of ceeanigfpft 
which struck to hie bon* alone j and, as it  was found to 

•belong to-ft certain body of Jesuits, he felt no scruple 
m making it a prise. Determined to persevere An this 
practice-, he stationed himself off the Straits o f Malacca, 
through which the Portuguese 'Vessels were, obliged to
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chap, v. pass In their wuy to’ China and the ’Moluccas. He -<>c,n 

—  |,o0it'ona of 250 tons, from Negapatnam, laden with rice.
A..o, A gj^p 0f 400’tons from St Thomas escaped ; bat a

short time afterwards he fell in with In'splendid gatttou 
of 700 tons from Goa, which almost immediately sur
rendered. She was found richly laden with all the; 
commodities fitted for the Indian market. The captain 
and crew contrived by a stratagem to effect their escape, 
when Lancaster, displeased with the disorderly conduct 
of his own men, took out the most valuable articles, and 

*! allowed her to dri ve to sea. He then sailed for the Bay 
j; of Junkseylon, where he obtained some pitch to refit 

his vessels, and from thence he made for the Point 
Visits cey- de GaHo m Ceylon, There he .’took his station to wait 
Jena. • for the Bengal arid Pegu fleets, which weme under the 

necessity of passing this way j but the seamen, satisfied 
with their pre v lous success, and fatigued with so hard a 
voyage, insisted upon forthwith returning home. They 

Return to foe reached the Cape in the .beginning of 1593, and, after a 
tedious passage round .Africa, were obliged by the scarcity 
of provisions, especially of bread, to make for Trinidad,,

B Tbey entered by mistake the Gulf of Paria ■; whence they 
found their way through the whole group of the W est 
Indies, till they reached the Bermuda*. In this quarter 
they were assailed by a violent tempest, and driven 

Rose their back,, The ship w as finally carried out to sea, leaving the 
captain and crew on a desolate island, where they must 
have perished but for some French, vessels, which look 
them up and conveyed them to Dieppe. They arrived- 
there on the 19th May 1504, after a voyage of three 
years and two months, being double the time usually 
spent by the Portuguese in this navigation.

Now Eng. The ardour of the English seems to have "been for eonje
!isu«;pCiii- tilac cjjjjje4 ]jy the unfortunate issue of tile expedition,

On learning, however, that the Dutch, in 3595, had sent 
out four vessels, they were inspired with a sentiment of 
emulation ;'and an association, formed in 1599, subscrib
ed £30,000, to be employed in fitting out three ships 
for the Indian trade., The queen not" only gave: full;

16S6 EABLT ENGLISH VOYAGES
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sanction to the vm lertakiog, hut even sent-out John Mil* CKar. v. 
den hall aa ambassador to the Great Mogul, to solicit the 
.necessaiy: privileges. Of Oils mission some -account will 
be given in treating of tin  reign.-of the colebiated!A.kbijr, 
who at that time .occupied tl -throi,. of Hiadostdn; but 
the .envoy having died in TV.rsio m  his way hofae, his 
journey d to no practical result. "Before, howea he 
could have returned, the adventurers had entered da their 
project. The firstassociation. aw.-ged, in 1600, into one KoagjS&tW 
on a greater scale, having at its 1 ad George, earl of Cum- 
barknd, with 215 knight;, aldermen,.and merchants, who jimiyi 
were constituted the i( Governor and Company of Mer
chants trading to thidEast Indies;” They wore invested 
with the too ample privihges width it was limn cus
tomary u> bt stow, on mercantile .corporations,' being not 
only allowed to exp^it(bullion to the amount of £30,000, 
and .English" goods for the. four first voyages without 
duty, hut obtaining,thn right of exclusive trade in all 
the countries beyond tho Cape. 'The charter was granted 
for fifteen years, but liable to he. annulled at any time 
on two years" notice. They began on the footing- of a 
joint-stock, company-; .though, tvs tho subscribers• were 
slow in- psj hip op their shares, 1 certain.number of tho 
more zealoujs tank the concern altogether into ibeir.oWn 
hands,- sup plying the funds on condition of reaping vhe 
prpiits., Tljapy expended of winch .X*3%77l was
invested in stripping, £28,742 in bullion, and =£8880 in 
gdode. It w  the wish of the court that Sir Edward View snta* 
Mieiioibome should he nominated to a command; but.®1”*- 
the merchants expressed then resolution not to-employ 
gen/tenuK. “ but to. sort their I usiness with m m  of their 
own tpuaiity.T They therciine appointed Lancaster, 
whose conduct in his fom rr hold though unfortunate 
expedition, was. considered .highly creditable to his spirit 
mnl Udejjfa, . ■ j y . • V

On the 2d of April 1! 101, this .nav igator sailed, having Lancaster 
the command.of-five ships, varyitjgfrom 600 to 1,30 tons. u:*
•He passed the Cape .of Good Hopp: without omsptjsieripg 
any.f&uscud difficulty. The aliutyst exclusive objects of


