
f f l  ' :' §L;>“■i tnmooei, m n u t r x
■chap., vra restore v> him his liberty, promising in reward even the 

.—r.. empire of Indifl,-which his influent* with the army-arid 
‘'”'8 people would .be sufficient to secure, Mohammed ap

peared to hesitate for a moment, hut -then, hastening 
out of the apartment, turned a. deaf' ear to every sub
sequent solidtetiiin,

Kuin of Mo- Aureugssebe had now only Metal to dispose of, and 
rad;- from that quarter he had not much to apprehend, though

this prince,having recovered of his wounds, had-repaired 
to Agra, and resumed the command -of the army. His 
brother received him with the warmest congratulations, 
saluted him emperor, cad declared all bis wiaheiffitd be 
now hilftlled, sin.c-8' he had succeeded in raising so deserv
ing d ruler to the throne of ilia ancestor-;, Tor himself 

• ojicy. of he wished only to perform the pilgrimage to Mecca, on 
Acre gssbe. wjaieli he was intent as the commencement of u> life to be 

entirely devoted to religion. The other, after eo-me af
fected opposition, gave- his consent, thinking, himself too 
happy that his relative should thus voluntarily retire.
This force having been successfully acted, the min of 
Morad was tc-cretl pr epar edand the design soon be
came so obvious, that even his credulous spirit could no 
longer be beguiled* His friends assured him that the 
preparations for the visit to Mecca were sufficient to 
acquire the dominion of India; that by ample harnesses 
Anrengzeho was gaining the affections- of the. soldiery; 
and, ia short, that no time -was to he. lost in  securing his 

*  own safety. Being at last undeceived, he determined to 
em ploy against his brother his own weapons of t reachery. 

Unat̂ cessfui He iUTifed him tea splendid banquet, where every riling 
-ittwr/vt to wm .--cparerl for ids death.; but- the penetrating me. of 
him. the guest discerning #ometlimg jmspeioim, m  pretend-

ed a sudden illness,. and hastily withdrew-, without ex
citing any suspicion of the motive. On the contrary,
Morad soon, after accepted his invitation to m  entertain- 1 
meat, in'which- the finest rnnrioiam.imu the most beau- 
t i f i . i l  damsels that India could afford, wore studiously 
waembled. • The hoft*'l.iying aside his austerity,invited 
to tftyety aj*d'indulgence'this voluptuous prince, who
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yielded to the seduction* and, after rebelling'to luxury,- c-iuvr. '\m  
fell rtsleop in the tent. He then sent in some of his most jV D“'""f05ji 
unf^rupuio'jspartisans, who proceeded t© hind their vic
tim. The prince awoks, made rich nt effo-.is to extricate ‘VIu* 
himself, calling for his sword, which tad "been taken 
away ; when his broth**, lifting a emiain, t-xckiiaed,—
•Mfo lias no choice but death or subntL îo® , despatch 
||tfe if lie resists.’* Morad, after venting-loud reproach cs, 
yielded to his fate, and was immediately conveyed .» 
prisoner to Agra.

Aurengzehe, having thus overcome every obstacle, Aiiretigzchrj 
cortdi. 'red it now tune 4l to .exalt the imperial umbrella rhe 
Over his bead.” He felt, however, considerable difficulty 
in taking a step so inconsistent with all his professions, 
and especially -with that of his he tog entirely devoted to 
re! :gions rcti rameni • and abstraction, i t  was contrived 
that his friends should come forward to urge upon, him 
the Important duty of sacrificing-his ease and pious re
solutions for the public good, and of submit1 >ng to.this 
painful necessity. In due time he allowed himself to bo 
persuaded, though he adhered so far to Ids' former cha
racter as to sup-presto all the pomp with which tho cere
mony of coronation was usually attended. But the 
shouts of the people reached the 'tors of the captive T!je! c.,p(Wy 
inomrch, who M i assured that fevimetluug fatal to himself ' “‘Peivi 
had been determined. He asked Jekmara to go and- 
uujnuc; yet immediately -ecalled her, lest .she 'should 
see the head of T>ar& exposed to public view. Sbc,^ 
however, sooii learned and communicated to him the ' 
real feet. The unfortunate so vereign ruse, walked through 
the room hi silence, then fixing his eyes on the .figure 
of a crown suspended.over his head, said,— '* fake away
5 hat bauble 3..-yet stay, this would-be owning the right of
A-arengsrabe.” * .After standing long involved ; a thought, 
be saici,—w The ne w emporor, Jehanara, has prematurely 
mounted the throne. He should have added the tnorder 
of a father to the other crimes which have raised him so 
nigh ” I t  was now announced that Mohammed wished 
to he admitted, that he might state. the reasons which
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CHAP; vrn, had induced the victor to mount the throne; but th e  
a , ixTefi& degraded ruler indignantly replied,—u Fathers have 

been deposed by their sons; but it was reserved for 
r"am-'nt Aurengzcbe to insult the misfortunes of a parent. W hat 
stance, motives but hfe ambition has the rebel for assuming 'the 

empire 1 To listen to his excuses would bo to acknow
ledge the justice of bis conduct.”

Aurotigisebe, smarting under remorse for the step to 
which his bold ambition had irresistibly impelled him, 
and having indeed 'very little to say hi his own defence, 
did not press the unwelcome explanation. He had now 
reached the summit of his wishes,- having deceived and 
vanquished one of the ablest monarch* of tko .East He 
did not therefore push his triumph any -farther, and 
maintained his father during the rest of his life,- in strict 
confinement indeed, but honoured and respected.
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CHAPTER IX.

Awbngxebe—lMcHnc of the Mogul Dynasty.

AUren'rzeba opposed bis Brother*. Para aft« 'lujah—Defeat t>f 
Sujah- -C votm-eanfl Death oi’Xhvrn . -Defection of the Prince Mo-
hasifttof-.i, who is obliged to-surrendor--Death of Sujah..:A.w»mg-
zetie’a Tre.-fcmeat of Shah Johan—Rig Admimstrahon-—Defects 
of Mogul Cinvetnn sat—A ut. .i.’.otes fumshwl by Bernier—D anger
of FersUtt War... Fakir Iwsor.roct.ion~rhi!t«rba!'iBe in. Cafcnl—
Coi.\U"st of the Deccan—Rise of. the Mahratta Power—Exploits 
of Sevojee—His Death and Ch&rgctc-r— Sambiy co’s Reign and 
Death—Char get or of thoMahratta Armies-—Bigotry of Anreng-
zebc— His Death and -Character—Shah Alima—The SaB»...
Their Progress cheeked—Character and Death of Shah Album-—
Corf.'e ::ts for the TJmpire-WThc Syeds—Pfizain «1-M«lk and Soa- 
dot Khan—J*VaAkm by'Nadir St ab.—Sack of Delhi- -Distracted 
State of the Empire—Invasion by the Afghans—-Contest between 
them. imS'the Mai rati as—Battle of Panniput—The Mogul IF . 
nasty reduced to entire Incigaiftcehec.

Ati»BNOzt5Bfi was seated- on the thwirio of India ; hut chap, lx 
his position could not be considered secure .while.' hfe. A jx 
brother? "Paawv and Sty ah. lived, and were jit the head ox 
pownfiuh&rufieA The 1‘oriner from Ms brilliant q«aM- 
ties, and Ms designation to the empire by Shah Jehan,
•inspired the greatest apprehension ; and against him the 
first efforts of the n e w  sovereign v. ere directed. Having 
withdrawn into Lahore, Para had collected a host more 
numerous than that of hie adversary, composed, however,
"chiefly of new -levies, whom he was afraid to bring into 
toe field against his brother’s veteran forces. He there- na«i ra. 
fore retired beyond the Indus; but retreat in.those lreati 
cu’;.'U?Mstmices, and with such troops, wa* not- leas disaa*
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CHAI''. is. frous than actual defeat. His ranks gradually melted 
r 'T..,ft away, and he arrived at Tat-ta with only ft small body 

,. x . .R e m its .:
,\[lvmio') of It would .now have been the policy of Aurengiehe. to 
SK-,ah- pursue Dora without intermission till he had completed 

his destruction ; but he was necessarily checked by the 
intelligence that his bro tfeer Sujah, with a largo • Force, 
was advancing from Bengal, He found this rival very 
strongly posted near Allahabad ;. but,, trusting to 'the 
valour and hardihood of his own' troops, he resolved to 
attack him. Early in the day, however, the Bojgoot 
hands, who had accompanied him .only through, compul
sion, fled from the field, and even began to assail lm 
rear; so. that the Mogul warriors, left alone, were soon 
very'hard pressed,* The elephant on which Auiengjsebe 

crHieaJ post* rode received a severe shock, and fell on its. knees; 
r!‘Mzlbt>U' whereupon the. emperor- drew one foot out of the stirrup, 

preparing to alight,—but, as in an Indian battle the pre
sence of the moHULrcli on his war-depbant is ihc rallying 
poll,it round which the artny fights, Jumla, the vizier,' 
called out, u You are descending from your throne.*
Tb - prince felt the-truth and imporuancc of the remark, 
resumed life seat, and even ordered the feet of the animal 
to be chained to the spot. Thus, cased, indeed in strong 
armour, he remained exposed to the darts and arrows of 
the enemy. Iffe men, encouraged by the gallant example 
of their chief,' rallied, and making the .most desperate 
efiurts,. caused their opponents to give way. Bujah, 

tiifiht ui* finding lias elephant.disabled,committed theerrorwhich 
ids rival bad avoided, and mounted a horse. The view 
of the royal quadruped, moving into the rear without a 
rider, spread general dismay, which ended in a total rout,; 
and the prince found present safety only by throwing 
himself into the strong fortress of Monghir. 

a-..-.,<a ran;. Aurengzebe was again obliged to allow some respite 
'riwa^ni %q ;i -t-fivc, rimed "‘.dversary for Dara, alter reaching 

T; t .. .. . . ,w,;d v Indus, -find proceeded through the 
''gm d:'iuv:i into the province of Guzerat. There he 
Me vmied upon the governor., whose daughter had been
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married to Morad, to espouse his cause; and having IX 
raised a considerable army, he advanced into Rajpootana. >
and in'the neighbourhood t r Ajntore, its capital, iutrench- ' ' ’’ !Mu’ 
cd himself in a position of extraordinary strength, Tb<? ',f
conqueror, on hastening flushed, saw with .dismay the lsp<>4' ' 011' 
commanding ground on which his brother had encamped.
He endeavoured, by presenting his men in order of 
battle, and even, by Studied insults, to provoke the proud 
Darn to come forth and fight; hat tlic prince had the 
prudence to decline these challenges. The emperor, 
how-over, always fertile in stratagem, devised a nr-v 
scheme. Having ha his camp the two chiefs who had nnpiieity -x 
been mainly instrumental in'gaining over the army of AwrengzeU?. 
the young Solim&n, he caused thorn to write a letter to 
the father, assuring, lum that they had been -induced 
o'hly by imperious circumstances to forsake his cause,
■which they were anxious again, to embrace ; and that if 
he would leave open a certain gate at a'particular hour, 
they,, with all their followers,. would enter and place 
themselves, under his command. In vain did the oldest 
und most prudent counsellors warn Daara of the danger 
to which this" step would expose him, and of the wiles 
of Aureogssehe, Hash, credulous, hfid inaccessible- to 
advice, he allowed Mmself to he dazzled by the prospect 
of an accession to his force* which would have given 
Juin a complete superiority, The gate was opened a t 
the appointed time,; the chief? rushed in, and were'soon 
followed hv the whole 'imperial army- Do deceived too 
].;\ t he still attempted a gallant, though .vain resist
ance, hut Iving totally routed, was -obiiged to flee vvitIL Totalrcu,. Af 
a very small reiqbant pt' his troops. He- bent his way nm. 
to the capital,of (iuzerat, hoping there to find an asylum ; 
hut the govemd' refused him admittance. A hand of 
JVhihrattag, his Mo remaining' troops, seeing his fortunes 
.lost, took the Opportunity to piandcr the camp, leaving 
nothin? except what was concealed jc the tents ot the 
women, iktrii was then compelled to undertake, with- 
out any preparation, a march across the desert, in a 
plight still ihdro miserable than that.in which the same
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c h a p . ix. disastrous jrpritey had been performed hy his - ancestor 
Al ItiLUiakvvn, 1 Amid the horrors of fatigue aad thirst,

beneath a burning sun, a number of his .faithful follow eiu 
successively lay down and e xpired. At the head of a 
few survivors he reached'TatU. and might' thence have 
pushed on into Persia, where lie vouid probably have 
been well received; but at this crisis Nadira Buna, hiu 
favourite wife,'was at the point of death, and he could 
not endure the thought of leaving this beloved object to 

tmmnhft(>r amo'15̂  strangers. He sought the hospitality of 
vkS.“lu0,i Jihon Khan, a neighbouring ru ler; another rash or 

untorfunate '-cf. This was a violent an.il bloody chief, 
who, after being twice condemned to death by Shah 
Jehai), had been -pardoned at the prince’s .intercession.
Bara had indeed the melancholy satisfaction of. paying 
the last duties to his sultana } but, on attempting to de
part, found himself surrounded by a body of troops, who 
delivered him to Khan Jehan, the imperial general, then 
in ©lose pursuit of him. When at length he  saw - las 

Marie enprwe. fete inevitabto, he assumed a demeanour of majestic -forti
tude, and maintained during the whole journey a calm 
dignity, soothing his grief by versos .composed by himself 
on his own eventful history. He was led through Delhi 
miserably mounted and almost in-rags. But-Aurohgjsebe 
had miscalculated the effect of this exhibition ; for the 
multitude, when they beheld their once noble and gal
lant .ruler led to death Under dreumatances so fearfully 
changed, and beside him his son, a spirited and graceful 
boy, over whom so dark a destiny impended, were seized 
with, the deepest sympathy, and molted,r int6 tears, 

nit ijctwyer mingled, with curses against the tyrant. Jihon, the be- 
*laia* trayer, was killed on his way home, \vhile the capital 

seemed on the eve of insurrection. The emperor felt 
that he must hasten to close the.tragedy, Aasaswnfl- 
were'nccordingly introduced iu the night] beneath whoso 
bidws his unfortunate brother fell aft-era desperate resist
ance ; and, through the address of the monarch, the 
commotion in the city quickly subsided.

AtiH-ngzebe had now only to dispose..ht’ -Bajah, who,
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under favour (if this diversion, lied rallied hja broken chap. r t  
forces. Bat as. little apprehension was felt in that i|u.ir- A_ xx im _ 
ter, it vv.<us thought enough to detach -against him .Prince. ,, ^
Mohammed and Jnmla the vizier, This expedition, ■against 
however, received a, striking interest from a very I m 
pacted and moving incident. Ih e  yoking watrioi had 
been eaBy'betroilied to a daughter of bUjah, for whom 
hd had conceived u strong attachment;. ami though, in 
the late -tumult of events he had forgotfen the first 
kapression, .a letter which the princess., in concert with 
Heap father, now* wrote to him,-led to c< revival of ail iiAS 
tenderness. He detennmad to quit the army, and. espouse 
the cause of Ms uncle; fttv docs it seem - improbable 
that ko-chemhed some secret intention of imitating- the 
ex a m p le  of Aureng?ehe himself, by fighting his way to 
the empire. Being highly elated with the port he per
formed m the late revolution, and the offer made to him 
-by his .gmndfather, he had often been, heard to boast 
that it  was he. who placed the crown on his parent’s 
head, .Me fondly flattered himself that the army would 
follow his example, - and, when- -combined with that of 
Sujah would compose a. force so overwhelming aa-tu defy 
all distance. He embarked on the Ganges, as if upon msertton of 
a party of pleasure, and returned not. The soldiers, on '
discovering his intention, Were at first greatly ngitofid; 
but the' prudence and vigour Of Jum la preserved their 
attaehmmit to their master, and prevented any desertion,
Stijah. received Ms^iilukrioiis relative with the highest 
distinction; and, the nuptials having been celebrated 
with great pomp, he-led ous hie men and offered battle.
Mohammed placed -himself -in the foremost line, and 
whtm he saw Urn flower of the opposing cavalry bear 
down upon him, vainly imagined that they came to join 
h i ' standard.- But their fierce onset -soon undeceived 
him. Both he turd his kinsman behaved with Uv. greatest 
valour l out the effeminate troops of Bengal could not. 
withstand the .veterans led by Juinla, who gained a com
plete victory. The .nt nation of Urn prince was now 
deeply dktrese'ihg, and the arts or hia father rendered -t
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chap, is  desperate. Aurengzebe wrote a letter, addressed to him 
\ r> 7<m as ® smm:e to oae himself? treating of a plan 

for deserting the cause of Ida fether-in-lnvr, I t  was so 
Anre îebe. Ranged that tills epistle should fall into the hands of 

Sujfth, who thereupon conceived suspicions which the 
most solemn protestations could not remove. No vio
lence was indeed offered to him ; hut he was informed 
tlmt he and-his wife must depart from Pen .gal. All 
India being now under the sway of the relentless em
peror, the youth had no resource bat to throw himself 
upon the mercy of one who- never trusted those that 

Captivity or had once deceived him. Mohammed was immediately 
Moh.umnwJ. am ,stC(j arK'{ senj: fo the strong fortress of Gwalior, where 

he pined away the remainder of his life, which termi
nated iu seven years. Strjah having fled into Arraean, 
was betrayed by.the raiah, and he with all his family 
perished. Solinifin, the son of.Dam, was taken- prisoner 
among the Hmmialeh fountains, whither he had lied for 
refuge ; and thus Aureugaebe Was left without a rival.

<3!o»> ofsitah ■ Shah Jehan survived for eight years the Joss of mu- 
.uhansirfo, pj[r e . )1M| jfc may he mentioned, to : the credit of Ms 

ambitious son, and as some palliation of his crimes, that 
he treated his captive with sil the respect and deli
cacy which were compatible with the condition of be
ing dethroned and immured. Ee even tolerated the 
violent sallies of pride and indignation to which his 
unfortunate parent gave vent; Aurengzebc sent to solicit 
the daughter of Dam in marriage for his son Akbar, 
hoping hy this connexion to strengthen his family in- 

f«» fix. rote teresfc with the nobles. But both Shah Dehfui himself 
“ p,1<!8’ and his house hold received fids proposal with the deepest

resentment; The former returned for answer, that the 
insolence of the usurper wm equal to his guilt ; and the 
young princess herself kept a concealed dagger, declaring 
that she would rather die a him ired times than give her 
hand to the son of her father’s murderer. All this was 
reported to the ruling sovereign, who quietly desisted 
from his solicitation A t another time he made a-request 
for some of the imperial jewels, which were deemed
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necessary to adorn lib throne, The Shah replied, that chai jx  
the .hammers wen- ready to pound thorn .into dust, , £~: 
if hn should ever attempt to enforce audit a  demand. ' " ' 
The other then exclaimed, ‘'‘.Let Win keep his ioweis.Bay, 
let kxm mmmaM.. all those of Aureng^ehe,^ The old 
monarch was so much affected, by this moderation, that 
.he sent a number of them, accompanied with a letter, 
in which he fjaid.«~ -4f Tfike these, which I am destined to 
nee no mere,—™\V eat them with dignity, and by your 
o vt'ii rei?o wu make some amends to your family for their 
TObfortunes.** The emperor burst into tears, which, on 
this occasion, appeared- to. be sincere, in  short, by hahb 
tuai respect mid i .wbeaainee, and by occasionally aakir»* 
advice, he succeeded, not indeed in reconciling the fal’inn 
sovereign to Ida fate, but in reviving a .certain mc&mro 
of friendly iisie "oomve. On receiving iiitalligenim that 
his.- .father's end was approaching, ho. did not, it is: true* DmiHi of tW 
venture into,his presence, hut (sent his own. son Shah 
AH hi), w jo, however, arrived too late. The master of 
Htadostan. then exhibited every mark of imdisse.m.bled 
grief, ami hastened to effect a rcconeabtikm with his sister 
dehaonra, who had- hitherto yemateetl devotedlyattacked 
to tier unfortunate patent*

Ain-Qiigaehe oonthwied lor many yeaw to occupy the Aui-<-nffz«t .-v; 
throne of the Mogu l dominion, which, -under him, attain- 
ed to its greatest extent and its-',highest glory. After he- 
had added to it the kingdoms of the Deccan, it i unhid •• 
ed nearly -the whole peninsula of India, with the neigh
bouring regions of Cabal and Asmir,,-—territories*, the 
populat-ion and v e.al.ik of wfcihfe probably exceeded those 
of the Roman empire during its most flourishing period.
The revenues, amounted to 3S millions sterling, which, j,, 
though inferior- to the immense income of one or two venae*, 
modern European stated was: then probably unexampled,
His internal adininisi ration seems to have been decidedly 
superior to that of. his immediate- predecer'ors. Amid 
tho somewhat, ostentatious display and Mm$iteas spi.n- 
'dour of htecourt, h«s personal conductrcranhii^i-puro and 
oven austere \ ho neither allowed to- himself, nor -pen
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ch ap, ix. Blitted in hj»'-p«dace, any species of disorder or licentious* 
a d 'Tcto Bess* Eariy the morning be was seated in the hull 

of justice, accessible to the meanest of hia subjects, ad- 
nia ministering the law with (he strictest impartiality, re- 

dresisiog their wrongs, and even relieving their suffer
ings by hia bounty. , India, therefore,- muter his long 
reign, apparently enjoyed all the happiness of which a 
country is susceptible in a state of subjection to the des
potic power of a foreign -prince, indeed, were wo to 

Narratives of place implicit reliance in the Mohammedan historians, 
anl!“w f t  ai?d in the English writers who copy their narratrvefl, 

we should imagine the period from the neceasiou of Ak- 
har to the death of Anrengzebe to have been in the. East 
an age of gold, an era of-felicity almost unparalleled in the 
history of mankind. i t  cannot indeed he denied, that 
during all this time- the central regions enjoyed a con
siderable- measure of peace and prosperity; for the civil 
wars, though frequent and sometimes tragical, were 
usually decided in a single -battle, and were not i.ecom- 

Cviis s;-ci- pan led with extensive desolation. On looking narrowly 
frafŷ 'uiw1" into the subject however, we si all find reason, to suspect 

that the picture is too flattering, and that the empire 
throughout this period groaned under many of the evils 
incident to arbitrary-.rule, The very foot that at the 
dme when .Britain succeeded to this vast inheritance, flic 
class of cultivators were all sunk into such abject poverty, 
that it was scarcely possible to discover by what tenure 
the land had .been -originally held, seems to.' invalidate 
the testimony of those historical eulogists.

Bernier's I t was. daring the reign of -Anrengzebe that Bernier, 
warn live. m  intelligent and reflecting' traveller, spent some years 

in Indio, end applied, himself with diligence to investigate 
the state of the Mogul government and empire. Thu 
description he-gives is that of a country going to min, 
wither than of one flourishing under a just imd'frnptntkl 
government.'. He observes, that supposing tho sovereign, 
inclined to enforce justice, he might perhaps succeed 
within his own immediate ..circle, in Delhi, Agra, and 
the close vicinity of these capitalybut in the provinces
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smi remote districts tlin people had iif> adequate* protect- chap m. 
tj.oii from the rapacity of the governors, who ruled with a:£ '7 ^  
arbitrary power, and whom ho characte r ivies as “ men 
fit for ruining a 'world.” This was confirmed by.the 
mean garbynad the anxiety to assume the'•gemWanee -of province*, 
poverty, Which prevailed even among those whom other 
eireuiustanccs proved to be possessed Of exorbitant wealth.
The people could ■appeal to no court .of justice, "no admi
nistrators of tine -kw,-. tto independent' tribunals. The 
mbpareh himself eou.M"cjdl to his ,-eivice no rm .1 en~
(lowed with honourable principle.^' inspired with feelings 
of genuine loyalty, or identifying their glory .with that 
of their prince. These- functionaries were gnme.ra.Ty 
<r then -of' nothing, slaves, ignorant and brutal, iidred 
from the dust, hud retaking always the-quality and tem
per of beggars.” . ■ The only object of those intrusted with 
any power wbs 'to amass wealth during the short and 
pifemriop3 tenure of their possession, regardless if after- 
wards'the whole state should fall into ruin.

Even as to the feelings of justice and regard to- the EvMenre 
rights of their subjects, Which are mid- to-have diaraetetr- *?'
isted'this dynasty, Bernier mentions several p- rtienkra, 
which, agr»y ing in a remarkable manner with those re
ported by- Hawkins and Roe* tend to cast great doubt 
upon the panegyrics of native writers. • Anecdotes, even 
of a 'somewhat- familiar ■ 'description, may illustrate the 
'tone of mauners at this orientai court, A young man 
laid before Shah Jehfur :a complaint, that his niotlwr, a temiiiar 
banian, was possessed-of immense wealth, 'amounting' to wwJ',tc ‘ 
two hmwli-ed thousand-rupee?4, who-yet, on account of 
alleged ill-conduct, withheld from him all participation.
The emperor, tempted by hearing of so huge a fortune, 
sent for the lady,and commanded her, in open assembly 
to give to h er son fifty thousand rupees, and to pay to  him.. 
self a hundred thousand; at the same time desiring k .r  
to withdraw. The woman,- however,- by loud clamour, 
again procured adnutfoiikocr, and coolly (aid:—** May it 
pie;.<Se year’ majesty, my son has certainly some claim 
te the goods of bis father; but I would gladly know
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chap. ix  what relation vouv majesty bears to the. merchant, m y  
a, i'Tieso deceased ■ husband, that you make yourself kin heir.”  

This 'idea appeared to Shah Jehan so droll, that he de- 
sired ‘her to depart, and no exaction should be made. 
Such an"' biddent may prove an accessible temper, ami a 
degree of good humour on the part of the sovereign, but 
gives a very low idea of the general character of that 
justice which' oriental. writers iiw pleased to ascribe to 

m  h, hhn, ■ ■ i?,*1 ,
f'ew maj The other anecdote is of a still marc odd d :scriptjo.n. 
iipl™5 W1’ There were in Delhi a class of females called -Kewefcehy, 

who, though of somewhat doubtful reputation, wero;nbt 
altogether abandoned, and were allowed- to contri
bute te the amusement of this very gay court. A French 
physician^ named • Barnard, then resident as Delhi f en» 
df a vow red to-obtain a  young damsel of this class; m his 
mMiess'; but her mother, probably -from motives of 
prudence, opposed the connexion. The medical man, 
however, having gone in the evening t« wait upon; the 
Emperor Jeliangire, and being about to receive a present 
In return fur a cure which he had effected in the-seraglio, 
pointed to the Kextcheny, who happened to be among 
the multitude paying her court to tin? prince, ami be
sought, in place- of any other gift, that she. might be 
bestowed upon .him. His majesty burst into a tit of 
laughter, and-willed out, “ 'bay her on ids shmildera, 
and lot him carry her away.?—* So said, so done/’ The 
young lady was 'immediately given up to him, and Ber
nard departed, laden with this unlawful Ik mty.

Bernier's «e- Bender was among the first to dispel t,h>.? impression 
jr“̂ ,oftho which prevailed in. Europe of-the mighty'and ancon- 

quemblc armies eagojjpcU in Mogul warfare. Even the 
nambera had been greatly exaggerated. The only effi
cient department was-the cavalry, of which the portion 
immedlately attached to the inomrdTa residence did not 
esccccd 3f>,000os'40,000v»orwas it supposed ihatthewbote 
under his emmmand could much M*'eecd 200,000. The 
infantry, including the-grtiilery Rationed.at the capital, 
might-' amount to “33,000. The innumerable hosts of



said, to compose the mass o f  the array, eon- cuap. ix  
slated chiefly of servants, victuallers, foragers, and others, A 
who followecHn its train, eonveying tents, and supplying 
provisions, cattle, and every thing wanted for the mm.';". 
and officers, 'flu* attendance was so numerous tfftt, when Cawbrow 
the imperial troops • marched, all -Delhi and Agra might 
be described-a<? proceeding along with them ; and, indeed, 
these cities Oould.he considered « . little .room.than stand
ing encampments; while the actual camps, on the, other 
hand, with their streets of tents and- regular markets, 
might -he viewed as moving cities,. Still lower was .Ber
nier's estimate of the quality of these warriors. Jfteti, it 
is true, they fought with great.bravery j but, being dea- 
titnte- of all discipline, they were frequently struck with 
panic, 'and then became altogether incapable of .corn
'll and. He was pw^aaded that a force of 20,000 or 25,000 
men, led by a Gentle or--a Turenne, would easily, trample 
nil these harnorians under foot,—tui anticipation amply 
verified by subsequent events in the annals of BrUish 
India* - . .;.VG -

The foreign history: of this reign was chiefly ffistia- Threatened 
gnished by the danger which threatened the new. awe 
1 eigu of being, involved'in- war with Abbe-, king of For- 
tik, the inowfc powerful and warlike:prince in  Asia. Bow,, 
following the .native historians, represent- Ghfe> rupfepye 
between these two mighty potent.I- as to have.arisen from 
the error-of a secretary, who addressed a letter. ' From 
the emperor of the world to the master of Persia.Vi On 
receiving the epistle thus dfredtarl, Abbas,-it is said, te- 
•jeot'-h ah explanation 'and- apology, and instantly pre
pared for war. Such, a uastake-sw-nis not very probable, • 
mush- foas that a monarch so distinguished for-talent'p^d 
policy, and how of .mature age, shonW.iiave'.engaged in so 
formidable a contest on a ground-so trivial. Possibly he 

* might use it as a pretext j and, seeing the throne of India 
filled by a prince not yufc firmly seated,-.and rendered-odi- 
ous by the stups which had led to his elevation, might 
conceive the hoj.. - J o k in g  tills important, mlditfon-to his 
fom inions.M any circumstances conspired to favour hie

.. A TO iSIM im U ?. 3bv
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oiiap; ix  expectations Of the great omrahs at the court of Delhi 
a number vvore of Iranian extraction; many also, o f

'* ........  Patau or Afghan, origin, 'looked 'back with regn t to the
period when princes 'of' their nation-’eat on the iinpnii.il 

secret plots throne. *Aorejifrzebo had room to suspect that Abbas* 
gWytferwfta waa gorking td open n communication with the Per.-iatt 

chiefs in Ms service, and was even attempting to seduce 
the" vizier, who wan of that descent. He felt himself In 
a very delicate situation; for this body wa» so numeivvia 
arid pow erft.il, that to drive them into open hostility might 
have rendered his position' still more critical, The mi
nister and the other nobles, however, strenuously denied 
the charge $ and the whoje-affinr was amicably iuliusied.
The emperor, notwithstanding,continued to mffer the tit 
m o t anxiety till he was relieved by the intelligence thfit, 

his .iuoden Ah has, in consequence of a neglected illness,'had expifed 
a,:ittv‘ in his’camp on the frontier, Sefi, his grandson and Sue 

ccssot; looking "forward with' iineasihcsrti.v the scones of 
disorder which usually""follow a vahaubylAah eastern 
throne, had no inclination'to embarrass himself farther 
by a foreign war, a id readily concluded a treaty.

•Ridiculous We must not. omit to mention-a ridiculous incident, 
moeof by wliich Aurertgaebe -was exposed top-cat’danger. .An 
caugu. gj.3 femaJo devotee, called Bistain ia, m the'Rajpoot'ter- 

ritoiyof Marwar, having, by her bounty, collected around 
her a number of fakirs and othe r Hindoo nectsmes, formed 
them at length into a sort of army, with which'" she de
feat'd tiic rajah arid, 'some inferior officers, D aring'at 
length assembled a force amounting to twenty tbchishn'd,
'she marched upon the imperial city. Superstitious- ter- 
ror paved the jvay for her Victories; for it was believed 

vfctMiea. fc]}a-t Hie prepared a me®, "composed of the" mdst horrid 
ingredient*, which * ndored her ft>":lowers on the day.of 
battle invisible, arid '.onsequently irresistible,' Having 
madia their way Vietorb, *sly almost to the gates of Agra, 
they looked m  themselves aii "masters"of the empire; and 
proclaimed their 1 nder Queen of India. The -mperor, 
seriously abvraif'd on finding even his own troops struck 
with aw&.-wn&convinced that it wou ld be vain to cuutc nd

■■■;; v AV. ;V. ' ’ " '-'''"a ' - - ' y y o - y  ■ ■: ,
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agaii:t mch aliost with mere-human- weapons. flavi.r;g, chap. ix. 
by  has Moslem seM, acquired a h o i/ character in the A jpfgg,, 
eyes of his soldfe*^ he wrote sacred, sentences on pieces, 
of paper, and causing them io he stack oh the points 
./f spears, which. he placed in front of the battalions, ho 
assured his men that they would protect-them against- 
•the hewonnan.tic- influences of their fanatical adver
saries, Their tears. • being. thus dispelled, the superio 
rity  or their, arms -toon enabled them completely *o 
rout the fakir host, -'which was ahaost entirely cut to 
pieces.

The: feign of this great monarch was again disturbed by  indirection 
an insurrection u: Babul, whew ho soon reduced the open l' Utiui 
com.try, though he; wisely desisted from the attempt to 
deprive the- inhabitants of their ■ independence. But. 
the grand object of his. ambition wns to effect the final 
subjugation of the Deccan kingdoms of G-olconda and 
Bejapore, wiiieh,"although tlicii force had indeed .been 
broken by repeated 'victories gained by hi?'predecessors, 
and even by lusistdl' previcuato his accession, still re
tained n considemble share of power.,

Various occwm-ncea .and '"dissensions prevented this inmioa o' 
expedition from being carried into effect till the ym r  t!l" I;i5-cn“- 

the twenty-eighth of Autengaebe, when the whole 
imperial force marched by three directions into the 
Deccan. Operation:) were, begun by Shah M um , the 
heir-ftppawmt, who laid siege to G-olconda. The king 
solicited peace oh m y  humble terms, which the %Vadcr 
granted,- that he might turn, his whole force against Be- - 
japore. This kingdom made a more obstinate resistance ; 
but afterwards the troops being induced, by. treachery to 
desert, the city was closely invested, and at. length conn.- eaphurtiion 
petted by famine to capitulate, Senunder Adil Shah, the ^  
last of a long line of powerful princes, became a captive 
in-the hands of the emperor. The victor forthwith, em
ployed hia arms, to .complete die conquest of Golcamja; - Conquest of 
when-His son Shah Allvuh, by remonstrating against. this <iolcoa<,ifc- 
l:-coach <dfaith, unstirred Ids m o m e n t ,  and was thrown 
into- prison. That city, a fte r  a siege of seven, months*
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cttaI’. ik. was taken by trcoeUciy-; .cad the death of its king, About 
lim sm kh  after being treated with the utmost hicMgriity, 
t,emulated another powerful race of luomrciis,

Kia* of the But m  evenh which, influenced the whole reign of
pwer*** Awengeebe w still to be mentioned. This was the rise 

of tho Mahratte power, which, from snudl begfaumgs, 
was one day to subvert the proud fabric of the Mogul 
empire, arid, even dispute -with Britain the supremacy of 
Hfndostan. The north-western part of peninsular India 
composes the territory of' Msharaehtra, which, according 
to Mr Gxiiut Doff, iiioludea a scr&co.of 102,000- square 

• miles, m i  .a population of about, six- mflliona. It ia tja».
•verse! ay tmiuebea -of .the-Ghauts and Vyifahia mofun- 
tains, end comprises, a large portion of the provinces of 
Malwa, Oandeisb, Aurangabad, and Bejapow. The 
whole bears j very different aspect from the extensive 
plains of tbo-Deccan sard, of lllndostau Proper, I t  is 

cuaraetCT tA elevated, ragged, diversified with bleak toidedauds* .and 
Hie country. hisJb«i- ;-hy - immerous streams and torrents, Being, 

throughout unfit fertile movements of heavy cavalry, in 
which the strength'of the 'Mogul - armies consisted, . i t . 
could be reduced only to very hnperiect subjection.
All the hills and fastnesses wore occ apted by potty chief*

1 tains, who paid o more outward homage to the imperial 
throne or the kingdom of Bejapora Amid the constant 
wars, however, of the Mohammedan nations- with one •' 
another, and the disputed successions of the great era- 
ptef-, opportunities, were afforded- te a leader of fairing 
and comprehensive mind.to ©foot them inti an Inde
pendent community, . Such a -person was Sevajce, the 
founder of .the JdfthratU dynasty.

This hero, though - he. -began with slender resources, 
waa jjy nw,a l w ignoble descent. His greiff-grand- 
father, Bnbjee Blionstey, was a son of thh- liana of Oodi- 
poor, whose blood h considered the highest and purest, 
in  all Hindustan; hut his mother wte a woman of infe
rior caste, and the switt thus inert.rmi induced him to 
quit hie native ddtmtry, fe-nd'-seek employment aad dis* 
riiKtioii in other -coarts. Having ri.*-a .to eminence in
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the service .of a. rajah in the territory of Cmtdd&h, he chap, ix, 
procured a zcmindsuy neat Poohah, ikon only a village, K_ n’Tf.-j-, 
bat .which, the prosperity of bis family raised: afterwards 
into a great capital. His sort'Kalojeeacquired celebrity, w« B-w. 
.under a Mahratta chief, whose daughter ae- obtained, in ‘iJa,0-l,; L 
marriage for his son- Shakjee. This last having qnar* 
relied with his fatber-in-’aw, entered the'army of the 
King of Bejapere, and was employed in Tanjore and the 
Carnatic.' While aservhig 'in- this quarter, he left his 
sod. Se-vajee a t. I ’oonnh with his mother, under .;-'-tbe 
tuition. of Dad&jee Knnedeo, who seems to have bestowed 
very great pains in training'' the future, warrior, He 
initiated him., Dot M eed in letters, which, ana despised 
by those mountaineers, but in  military exercise n in na
tional legends and poetry, and in a deep - veneration for 
the Hindoo faith and observances; At the age of seven
teen, the pupil was impelled by his daring spirit to a 
warlike • enhapriso. t -he collected a band' of. Mawuleea, - Coflocts » 
natives of the neighbouring glens, and commenced that ‘vi‘ 
anihigiious piolk^'ior. of a warrior and a. robber, which 
ia generally, -pursued .-by- the half-civilized: tribes of Asia.
Heavy oanfrpMats were lodged with Hadsjee on account 
of .these - exploits, against' which lie felt luma; if  bound to 
make the monk .solemn rtnionstmnces phut hods alleged, 
fit the same time, to haw® secretly encouraged the youth 
to. persevere is. his pum«t«i for which he conceived him 
•eminently qualified'; fo.oscemg, probably, in some de
gree,- the greatness to which such an adventurous lift- 
-would conduct him.

Sevajee accordingly-followed his. aspiring 'eotirse ; and £Se*«ee «• 
obtaining possession of the almost' inoctsessihic castle- of 
f  aim , ga ve the f-rst alarm to the: King of Dcjaporo, 
whom, however,- ho '.conciliated by the .promise of an 
increased tribute. As ho continued to-seiae or erect fori 
after fort,-the king-not-Only redoubled his-romonstnuaces, 
but- also appealed to Shahjee, the father of the 5nnrauder, 
whom he ftretthreatoned and- then imprisoned, disregard--', 
mg all his protestations that he neither knew nor ftp- 
approved of his son'spi'occedihgs. The-yonth was di$tfe:v-



■ o  • ' ' §L
QD‘3 AlIHENGZKHE.

CHAP. xx. ed at the disaster in which he Lad involved his paren t;
4 i) ~  yet, very unwilling to effect his release by a chungo of 

system, he bethought hixnself of an application to Shah 
Johan, whose vassal he professed MnsRoif, and by whoso 
powerful intercession the deliverance of Shahjee was in. 

Scr̂ jee’s fact obtained. 'When Aurengzebe came to xnalte war 
i>ii'iot policy, Brjaporc. Sevajee continued .to' represent himself

as m  ally of the Mogul,and hence, as even.his neutral- 
ity wr- of importance at so eventful a period, l»o .was 
allowed to retain unmolested all Lis possessions, B.ut, 
ue soon as- he saw these two great monarchies fully occu
pied in fheix sung’.iinary contest, he hesitated not to seize 
plunder and territory from either as opportunity offered.
At length Auxengsebe suspended the contest, that he 
might prosecute those ambitious schemes which effected 
ids’ elevation to the throne o f  Iliudodaii; during the 
progress of which he had ei course no leisure to resent the 

Collision ‘oudufit of the y o u n g  freebooter. Thterisiiig chief, how- 
oouu ofE< la- w  « i ,la(i t0 encounter the undivided hostility of the court 
rora J'jn" of Bejapore, which had long considered liim, «e a rebel, 

and bow exerted i is entire force to accomplish bfo destruc
tion ; and he boldly determ 1; ed to face the storm with 
tim combined.power of arms and stratagem.

The army of Bejapore, under the command of Afrool 
or Abdul Khan, a  leader of distinction, advance against 
this restless imargejafc, in full confidence of speedily sub- 

Smiae’a txn- duing liim. Scvajoa, finding it necessary to ply all his 
arts,gave mtimation that he had resolved to .submit,, but 

Bn " lir'' dreaded, to place himself in. the power of an enemy co 
justly offended. He therefore pro vailed upon his edver 
.vary to arrange a meeting, to which each party felxoakl 
come with one attendant only. In contemplation of this 
interview, he secretly ("died the woudsin front of his 
castle with armed men, put on a complete suit of chain- 
armour under life cotton robe, a steel cap on his head, 
mid. concealed in his clothes a dagger with other deadly 

Aitrnoh or weapons. He .had soon the satisfaction to discover Afzool 
Atwoi Khan If jian approaching with an escort of J600 man, whom ho 

left at some distance, and repaired to the apjxaofoti spot
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with a single follower. Sey&jee meantime had priforined cbap.- tj; 
the -most solemn religious ceremonies, and besought- Ms A ^ •-
m.othd/sblessing, like one going forth on some deed id' ' ’5!'
glorious peril. He then proceeded'to the place apparently 
unarmed, and 'coking frequently'hack as if afraid to ad 
vance. ••’At length he topped forward, embraced'Afzool 
after the Indian ftwhion. and at 'the same moiaent struck Tre.iciu.im!. 
him through the body. The Bejapore - chief ingtantly 
drew his sword, and aimed a blow at' the head of his vows eWoc 
treacherous assailant ; hut'it was intercepted by the 
huimefc 'beneath Ms turban ; and the mxt stab laid the 
Uian lifeless on the ground. The Mahratto troops, warn
ed by the sounding of a horn, started from their amlro.3- 
cade, and soon put to. light the surprised and terrified 
escort; Astatic armies can only be rallied round the 
person of their commander, and on Ids fall-lose all their 
courage. The feromyai soldiers haying dispersed, SeAa- 
jeo tens left. ;:.t fa ll liberty to carry on bis operations, 
and overrunning a  great extent of conntry, he pushed his 
inroad* to the very gates of the hostile capital,, ' Hu-took 
occasion in particular to possess himself of the Cancan, 
called by the ancients the Pirate Coast, and became master 
of it-a key, the strong fortress otTanaila, which, by cm- Acquire a,*! 
Ming him-to equip a fleet, greatly augmented-his moans 
both of conquest and plunder. Th.o King of-Bpjapore 
rcerditing his-forces, Sent repeated expeditions against 
this-rebel chief, which reduced bun  indeed to great e x 
tremities; but he always extricated himself, -and at last 
or.eluded a peace that left ih Ms possession an'extensive 

range of mountain-territory., with an army of 50,000 
foot and 79CO horse.

A ;«rengzebe • meantime, by-civil'war and treason, had auiw^ hio:,- 
attaiaed the undisturbed possession-of the Mogul throne ; rian* 
aCKi he now resolved to make himself complete master h'm t  
of India. Fair this purpose it was necessary-' to pu t 
down tho-risiug power of Suvajce, which was assuming:
»> formidable ar. attitude. Ho despatched oh this service 
a well-appointed army Wider Slrakta Khaa, an otarah 
high in hk confidence. ‘The new general earned'on
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chap. ik. ibe campaign for Home time with jutceeas, reduced 
a .r ’icfio. mtMy forts, including Podn&h, th e : origins! seat of the 

wiliiATj adventurer, who in this extremity had re- 
yf'kiv^Pa '4 oouffm to one of hi» bold exploits. Paving selected a 

small band of resolute 'soldiers, he obtained admittance, 
favoured, as was suspected, by the jealousy of a Mogul 
chief, into the residence of Shaista. The fewailtote with 
pick-axes forced their way into tlio- cook-room, whence 
they rushed into the interior o f  thfe house with such fury 
that the ornrah had scarcely time to leap out at a win
dow ; in effecting which he was wounded, and had on 

Recall of of his fingers cut off. His fiot was killed; fend he hiffi- 
stmua. aelf was at once so intimidated by this disaster, mid filled

with sfeeh a degree of jealousy of his own officers, that 
lie solicited his recall* after which the military opera
tions against"the Maiinittaft for some time 1 ihguiuhed.

This interval was improved by their active chief foi 
the Accomplishment of one of his most adveni urous life- 

f^wior of dertukings,—-the plundering of Surat, at that time h« 
chief emporium of India, and perhaps the rich eat city 
in the.world. Confident in its greatness and weal th, tM 
citizens seem to have rested secure, having only sun* 
rounded it with a slight earthen w ill, ihcapfebla of even 
retarding the intrepid bauds of Sevajee, That lender, 
according'to some authors, vVeiit in disguise three days 
through-the town, marking the fittest objects for attack 
and plunder. He then formed two camps-at once, before 
Xtesein fend Chaul, and seemed solely occupied in press
ing the' sieges of these important places, when suddenly 
he orderedthcxriam body of H- troops to -withdraw from 
the former-, leavingonly small parties, who were instruct
ed to keep up lights, noisy, ind every appearance of a 
tpge anny. The Mahratta force thus presented itself 

SufJCen an- quitetiHexpct’tedJy, and entered Surat without resistance,
I te t  the governor retiring into the fort, while thcEnglish-nn.fi 

Dutch remained within their factories ; so that, the vic
torious army for throe days ranged through thru vast 
diy, busying themselves in the appropriation of every 
valuable article bn which they could day their hands.'



The booty in treasure, jewels, and other precious com- oHap. i \„ 
iradities, was valued at a million starling. A.ifofotu

Aurengzebe, more and more exasperated at being thus 
bailed by a petty chieftain, determined to make the most, 
vigorous efforts to e r e . h i m • and with this view he sent Aum^d-e. 
a formidable army under the manija, or Mirza Rajah, a 
gallant officer, who had been accustomed to make w  in 
a mountainous country> The Mahrutta was quite unable 
to face this new commander ii;» the open field ; and, 
caetfe after castle being reduced, he was soon driven to a 
more perilous extremity than ever. At length Poor- 
undur, his main place of strength, in which he had lodged 
h's family and treasure, was closely invested, without 
any hope of his being able to relieve it. He then gave Suiimiŝ pi.i j 
up his cause a;: desperate; and on receiving the pledged 
faith of die marajo, that he should find u  Delhi safety 
and an honourable reception, surrendered himself to the 
Mogul. He seems to have gone to court with the ex
pectation of being treated as an omrah of the first class, 
and was therefore deeply mortified when he found him
self received by the emperor with studied contempt, and 
consigned to quite a secondary rank. If we may be 
lieve some respectable historians-, the daughter of An 
rougzebe, seeing the young stranger frong behind a cur- 
tain, became enamoured of Mm,-—-of which Sevajee be
ing apprized, ho mode overtures-for her hand, which 
were rejected by the monarch with the deepest indigna
tion.' More diligent .inquirers regard this tender in te r
lude as altogether apocryphal; but at all events, the 
discomfited chief saw himself a closely-watched and Ctmteroptn- 
unlionoured captive, in the hands of one. whose wiles were 
as deep as his own. All hia invention, therefore, was 
on the rack to effect his escape. Having lulled the 
suspicions of -hia keepers bv counterfeiting mad nets, 
ho contrived to . have himself and Ids son deposited in 
two large baskets that hud been employed for carrying 
sweetmeafoq.jjliud Wits conveyed to a spot outside the city.
Horn, tpountiug in disguise a miserable horse, he travel
led onward without suspicion to Muttra, and tUence to

A U »B3fO ZE»J5. W B
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{. haf. XX Benares and Juggernaut, taking this occasion to vialt 
A- r>. 1670. these holy seateotpilgt-imag^. From tho la te r  he went 

Pfffctstos mmd hy Hydnihad, ant at length found himself amid 
t;s,tap«. Ilia native hills, with his devoted and gallant follower* 

.rallying around.him.
Sevajee at once resumed his- predatory and victorious 

Career: ' career, which placed him in a state of avows-4 warfare 
with the Mogul: hut; Atnrengzebe,.dwguated, perhaps, 
with the maimer m which he had been.-overreached, and 
occupied with .the arms of Persia and the insurrection of 
the Pataus, did not for a long time direct his attention 
to tins marauder, who pillaged merely a wild district of 
hfe dominions. Tile Mahratta prince accordingly ex
tended Kis ravages almost undisturbed along the western 

acr!tfSora?; ooast ' ie plundered Surat, and. cn a third occa- 
' u ° f"a ' sen* though he did not enter, he i.vied a large contri

bution, In the sack of Rajapore, he ro b b e d  the English 
factory of 10,000 pagodas, which, however, were after- 
wards repaid. 'Singnrhi, a hill-fort, deemed next to im* 
pregnab'Je* had been wrested from him by famine during 
his late disasters; but a thousand of his daring Mawukes, 
mounting at the highest pcint by n bidder of ropes, carried 
the place sword in-hand. Immediately on his return 

Htffifwr. ^  a ^ u ^ t h c  titles of royalty,imd caused coins to 
uity. ' fMi struck bearing hit name. He now daterauned-tb satisfy 

Jits pride and dazzle Ins followers by a formal coronation, 
modelled upon that of the Mogul, in which the weigh
ing against gold, and other childish ceremonlc'!, were not 
omitted. Gifts to an immense value, bestowed on IJ.t&vr... 
mins., gave lustre to this m  well as to several other 
political festivals.

In the .year after his coronation, Scvajee was-sifeed 
with an illness which, confined him. eight months; but, 
ufum recovering.- be renewed his warlike operations ou a 
m ro  -extended scale thun ever. Gokonda, almost nt the 
opposite side of the peninsula, and considered. far beyond 
-us roneh, saw itself .suddenly surrounded by upwards o(
12,000 Mahratta hum, who ■ rushed to the assault so 
suddenly as to leave no time to put the city in-any poo-

: ■ ■ . ; ; .  ;. ; ■ - I f  J  ■ j - v - } :=;
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ture of defence, An -immense .ransom was poid to save chap jX 
it from plunder; and the osaaitenh, having entered at the A r“  jt 
head of a large body of followers- held an aitdieneAon **’. 
quite an equal footing with its great-and potent sore- 
i-oign, He even appears, without abating any part of 
his claim for ransom, to have formed'an alliance for com
mon defence against- the Mogul. He penetrated next 
your across the teuraforios of Bejapore into the Carnatic, invasion of 
which afforded an entirely new scene of conquest. He thl1 f’sraatio, 
made himself master of G-ragee,Vellore, and other strong 
places, in the name of the King of Golcouda, but earw 
felly gaiurisdnod them with his own troops ; then,.pushed 
life victories to the neighbourhood- of Madras on the one. 
side, and of Seringapatam on the other. After Bis return 
he alannedand had nearly ob tained possession of Bombay; 
hut having to encounter Dilleer Khan, the imperial gene
ral, to whom Sambajee, his sou, with the usual traieti- besertton of 
cry of Indian princes, had .deserted, ho sustained a do- w*,Km- 
feat, and was obliged to retreat to-lteyree. his capital.
Afterwards, bei% reconciled to the runaway, ho set out, 
ted.making an immense circuit, seised near Bnrhanpooi 
a large convoy bringing treasure ■ to the enemy’s arm>.
He returned tapidly and sftfply to his metropolis; but 
the extreme fotigue of this journey, joined: to what he 
had -endured in no many other.expeditions, caused an in- 
flammation iu the .lungs, which terminated-.his life on H,Sl1(St)th 
the 5th April 1680, at the age of fifty-three. On re
ceiving the. tidings, Anrengsmbe- la said to hare shown 
exkaotdhmry marks of- exultation ; having at the same 
time the magnanimity to bear witness to the great talents 
by which, while he himself had been employed in sob 
verting all the ancient 'kingdoms of India, Sevajee had 
been able, in definite? of Humorous and wdi-appointed?* 
anni®, to e rec ts  new one on a broad and firm- basis. ■

The charaetoi of Sevajee has been variously drawn; ciuuwrei of 
• though the- delineation* appear to us, dr, the whole, s * ^  
somewhat too favourable.' ':M e' oertaiisiy presented a 
complete exartiph- of a character not uncommon in the :;i 
blast or in barbarous '-countries, but seldom brought



chap. J.v, into view in oar. happier forms. o! society } in .which the 
A tnmnuvsb, feneml, pturtis&n, bandit, and even the expert

thief, are blended in nearly equal-proponiona* and each 
nasyviwl part'is performed with equal success, according to the 

scene on which it is acted. In all these capacities Seva* 
jee showed himself whnt we should call an excessively 
clever fellow ; and the history of his tricks and surprises, 
repeated and exaggerated for the sake of amusement, has 
rendered his name' highly - popular among the Hindoos, 
Yet there seems .nothing, either in his objects or in 'his 
■mode of pursuing them, which can entitle him. to he 
ranked aslgreat men, actuated by high or enlarged views 

Cnscmpm* of policy. In regard to ins moral qnalittes, again,, it seems 
...us totej- .jpffievilt to. ascribe any rnerii'io the. niau who scrupled 

at nothing whatever by which he canid compass his am
bitious design*; for if he bed the principles-of faith ot 
honour, it is obvious tha t they were never Allowed to 
interfere'with any impor. ant interest. Not to have been 
addicted to wartoa cruelty is, indeed, in ati eastern war, 
rlor, 'it subject of-prafee-j yet blood was rieVot spared by 
him if the shedding' of it. cojdd serve a purpose. Per- 
liapiq had 'he e ver af.taitewTthe peaceable potfewtoft of ah 
extensive '.kingdom, he might have atened' for the evils, 
which his predatory warfare inflicted, by  a beneficent' 
fmr! protecting system y  but for'this he 'had scarcely »n 

simpBdtr <rf opportunity. At the same time his habits were simple 
and temperate; he mingled fnmkiy and feftiiliarly 
with his' Mowers.; and, without gua-.H or precaution, 
felt himself among them always in perfect safety, Be 
was strictly observant of the rite* of the Hindoo re- 
Hglou, profeasmg in ha cause the most fervent acal; nor 
would w© hastily pronounce this attachment to have 
been purely political, though it proved one of fife ebk t 
instruments of his aggrandisement, 5 fe proclaimed 
himself 'its elv.mpion against, the bigoted enmity, dege
nerating a t last into perserntting retd, mardfested by 
Aiirerigacbe.

ftomwip* 'th e  Matn-atta cause was t laced in hnmineht peril by 
wcwbIow. yu . apure ifeotast: of its founder, Sam hftjce, accord-

t § 8  ACBBKGZEBE.
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;ng to the usual fate of an Indian prince, opened.bis chap. ?x. 
career by contending with a  brother for the sovereignly. ~~ |(.g._
He' was next' invaded, by a large Mogul force ; but, 
showing himself'.not an nnwortiiy descendant of-his “ “1 ^ ’^  
father, compelled it to retire with great loss. Aurong- 
zebe, however, soon afterwards pushed all his armies 
into the Deccan, with, the view,of making a final .con-. 
quest of the south of India, He commenced, as we have {ue^’toan 
already related, with the entire- reduction.of the king
doms of Bojapore and Golcunda, which had .m  long 
braved his power, lie then turned his whole array 
towards the Mahrattas, and began to practise against 
them their own arks. Having learned from one of his 
spies that S&mbajeo, hi the pursuit of the irregular 
pleasures to which ha was addicted, had set out.aUuost 
unattended, he sent a detachment ■•»£ .soldiers who snr- sninUajec"* 
prised and made him prisoner, The emperor, according a)lt5
to his usual ungoneroua conduct, ordered {.In; captive to. 
be immediately put to death, and h digged even to have 
feasted' his eyes, on the sufferings whieh that unfortunate 
ponce ‘bore with, uushaken fortitude. The final dewn- 
fal of the M&hratiu cause was now .fully anticipated; 
but Rama, a brother of the deceased, hastened to the m* brother 
Carnatic, and concentrated, his troops round tlm almost 
impregnable fortress of (iingoc, the reduction of which,
.interrupted by desultory warfare, occupied the imperial 
army several years. Memtime-.the'.people, .throughout 
timir native mountains, vvere mustering their irreguhw' 
kinds, with which they poured down, not only upon the
n.owly--epngnered countries of Cvotconda and 'Bejagore, 
but even upon the old tefiritcudej .of Candekli, Maiwii, 
and. Berm.

The Mahratta. army, which was destined for inoro. wahr»«;:-. 
than a century to exercise sprout influence over the for-.!ini,;'’ 
tones o f  India, was, like that of the Mogul, composed 
chiefly of cavalry,'but very differently organised. The 
latter, cased in-strong defensive amour, rode heavy end 
powerful steeds, while the chiefs, laounfod u» elephants, 
worn enclosed in a species of fortification. Such aqua-

T
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OHAi*; ix, drons, when acting on the vast plains of Hindustan Prr>- 
a tTIWi Per> or even on the wide and level table-lands of tli<;

Dccoaii, bore down all opposition. B at Maharashtra is 
tw ™ w«^. a ve; i .>n of hill.- neither so lofty noi* so .rugged; as to 

obstruct altogether the* movement of horse,, yet not 
affording ground on which the enormous musses of 

•heavy .cavalry; could make their impetuous charge.
Tlu! inhabitants, therefore, raised a forte suited to their 
country and .to. their own habits, composed of fflillh, 
swift, active horses, w ith  riders lightly dressed and 
equipped, fitted for march -rattier than for battle ; t<; 
sweep over a wide ex ten t of ternary , and return wifch- 
oat allowing an enemy u> overtake them . They 'were 
■; intermixed with infantry, armed partly w ith n. deblocks, 
partly with arrows; b a t  the favourite national weapon 

Anmth coin-is the spear, with a short award and shield. An .annual 
.campaign was regularly opened at the tenhiniition of 
the ttorth-wrHt mojisoou, and announced by the hoisting 
of the  ghoonda or royal standard. In  forming a camp, 
the flag of the prince or general is first displayed, whence 
the baaaar or range of shops extends in a parallel Hno 
from front to rear. Along these,on each side, the chief's 
raise their ensigns, around width their followers, with 

M"«fc of pro- their horses and cattle, crowd in rnas&es. The army: sets 
vistoK, foxth without any provision except what can ho <joii- 

■ tained in two cotton bags or pouches thrown over tho 
front o f each, rider’s saddle. They n, arch onward, trust - 
ing to  supply «U their wonts- on tV !r route,.cither by 
forcible seizure, or by atoatts of the nu merous hrin - 
jam c , or merchants?. w ho  resort t o a llincloo encamp- 

Syoteromk menfc as a market for their commodities. Although 
rcumitii plunder is mdispmtsable, it  is"not purstied by lawless 

violence, nor does each individual trooper appropriate to 
himself what foils into his bauds.. I t  is- dxtoited from 
the r ich according to-a regular system, and the produce 
h  thrown into the pttW ic stock. A liberal pay is allo wed 
to -the soldier, not indeed always vii?;y'regTularly dfepri- 
•’uned, but he is indulged in  great freedom while suing 
iur Ite liquidation.« fu th<«e0x.ct3na0J.1athe troop.' cot only
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load themfl&vej* with booty, bnfcaddrtr oh to their man- chav.- sx 
bovs ; for men of an adventurous spirit, who have no A j;‘ .... 
tie to home, if they can only provide a horse -s.ra easily 
induced to join the ranks of this roving army. Thus the A(v'<̂'t'ir> 
Maixratta ioree, without any decisive victory, swelled as 
it proceeded ; and' even amid successive'defeats, vvhJie 
losing battle after battle and castle' after castle, they 
continued to overs-pteal the extensive provinces of Can- 
deih, Mnl wa, and Berar, and to occupy a large portion 
of Central India.

The latter years of Aurongzebu, though, they wero'^utot y«m 
not mare ed by any serious reverse, and though' hh 
power continued on the whole unbroken, were yet ren
dered gloomy by the disappointment of several impor
tant enterprises, end by the many' omens of .decline 
which thickened around his empire. His bigotry, 
always' ihereaang, impelled him at length to 'the moat 
violent measures'' for extirpathig the Hindoo religion.
The superb temples of ."Muttra and Benares were rased Bigoted we, 
to the ground, and mosques erected on-their aite.- The 
pagoda of .Ahialedabad, one of the most-splendid of the.
'national 'structures, whs desecrated by killing a cow 
within its walls. 'These outrages, viewed by the super* 
stitious people with the -deepest'horror, did nor indeed 
excite theni to direct' rebellion■; but still they spread 
tlucoughout .the empire a universal -detestiiion of the 
Mogul yoke, attd an eager disposition to rally round any 

""standard whether erected by a chief or a government,
To them .may lie ascribed m a great niMstfi* the rapid inAiem <■ ™ 
p’ ogress of the -Malirn Ha state, and'the nueeesdd i resist- !f'‘p,irv ltf 
arise of the petty Rajpoot priridpalitiea. The days of 
■■Aim ngzcbe were also more and more iinbjttdceti1 by the 
disppsj.tio.ir which his children showed to. follow his 
example. Mohammed, his eldest son, had already died 
iu prison.- the punishment of -rebellion. During a 
dangerous illness, uuder which he suffered at an early 
period of Ids reign, Shah A Hum, the second, had too 
dearly ;--,howxv .how; intently' his mind whs fixed'oh the 
succession ; arid though he had done noth "tig absolutely
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CHAP IX u.n dutiful, or which would have justified his disgrace, 
Au'iTdrW. intercourse between him and. bis lather was ever 

after marked by suspicion and distrust. Akbar, another 
ouaieMrfhu mn> distinguished bv the high rank of his mother, was 
«*>«, guilty of open insurrection, and joined successively the 

hostile standards of fee Mahrattas and the Knjpooh-.
Two others, Azim and Kam a Ruksli, were near .him. 
in his last illness ; arid he foresaw too clearly that hi1 
death would be the signal for dreadful.chnflicfo, to.be 
terminated only by the blood of all Ids male descend- 
ants except' one. Amid these troubles and gloomy 
presentiments. the fatal term at length arrived .he 

His death, expired in his comp on the 21st February; 1707, in fee 
simkjty-fburf.il year of bis age, and in the h dy-ninth of 
bis reign, ;i

Iktowteof .Historians have found much difficulty in forming a 
lurtrMme correct estimate of the character of this extraordinary 

monarch. His crimes, written in deep and legible 
characters, cannot he c o n c e a le d ,  while the 'general tenor 
of his lift; was marked by many v irtues, In  the admi
nistration of justice he wm  assidoow? and impartial; he 
was liable neither to fits of passion nor caprice j his 
charities were almost unbounded,, and .he.usually show
ed much concern for the welfare of ids people. Sar- 
- funded 1>y the most ample means of licentious -indul
gence,; of which the exam ple had been set by the greatest 

privamw®* of' ^is predecessor, the habits of lus private life were 
pure and oven austere. Our opinion of his character 
must h i materially affected by tins degree of credit 
vvhicii w t attach to tin t religious profession which he 
maintained through life 'w ith  so much apparent zeal, 
it k  exposed to much simpicion, hum the manifest 
exaggeration with which i t  was sometimes exhibited, 
and still more from its having been made an instrument 
of ambition,, and t von of crimes. Tot there se ems reason 
to believe that, as in  .the  case of Cromwell, whosai .in 
Jjiany rpspeets he resembled, there may have been, 
beneath a good deal of interested and h y p o c r it ic a l  pfo- 
fonsdou, a fund, of sincerity. Tin's coad/urioii seems
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strengthened by hk persecution of the Hindoo religion, -chai\  ix. 
the imprudence of which-, in a  worldly point of view, .;o„ 
w», too man ifeat to have escaped a prince of his penetra
tion, and, however bkrhablo in itself, must, in the pm- 
fessor of a creed os«e.«ttoHy intolerant, admit of some 
palliation. There seems reason‘to believe, that, am id the 
greatest aberrations his moral feelings remained stro ng; 
that though the tempest oil ambition, when it arose, 
swept all before it, the deed* to which it prompted him 
were afterward? a subject of painful remorse. The blood 
of his kindred winch he had shed seems never to have 
been effaced from Ids mind; so that, seated on the f;r»runorm 
greatest throne of the world, and possessed of every qua
lity', which could support and adorn it, Aureugzebe w as 
miserable. Several letters ha ve been preserved, written 
to his sows in the prospect of death, which ere apparently 
genuine, and give a striking picture .of the emotions 
felt at the approach of thatyiwt V l hour when the earthly 
greatness which he had purchased at so dreadful a price 
•was about to disappear. He says,—“ OM age is arrived: utrers to hi, 
weakness subdues me, and strength has forsaken all xnv Mm4, 
limbi I came a stranger into this world, and a stranger 
1 depart, I  know nothing of. piyself, what 1 any and 
for what I  aba destined. The instant which passed in 
power hath left only sorrow behind it. I  have not been 
the guardian &ud protector of the empire, Sly valuable 
time Las been passed/yuMy. I had a patron in my 
own dwelling- (oonsofenco), but his glorious light ym  
unseen by ray dim sight.—I brought, nothing into this 
world, and, except the ihfirmiUe's of uian, winy nothing 
out. I have a dread for my salvation, am: with what 
torments X v.i&y be punished. -Though I have strong 
reliance oh the mercies and bounty of God, yet regard
ing my actions fear will not quit me; but when len t 
gv-he,.reflection will not remain,—-My back is bent with" 
wet-kness, and ray feet have lost the pc .vers.of motion.
The breath which rose is gone, and loft not even hope 
behind, it. I  have committed numerous crones, .and. 
know not with what jniniahmontu I may be smed.—*
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chap, xx. The guardianship of a people is 'the trust; by God com- 
a. fT ire; , 'toitM&i to ray sons,—I resign you,-your mother, ami son, 

to God as I myself am going, The agonies of death 
come fepon me fast.—Odipovee, youv mother, was a 
partner in my illness, and wishes-to. aeeompany me in 
death ; bat--every thing has its appointed time. —1 ma 
going. 'Whatever good or evil. I  have done, it was for
von.--.No one has seen the departure of his own .soul •
hut. I see'thatmine is departing.”

SM iliaiii’s On the death of Aun-ngzebe, the struggle for' empire 
ovvJmsv-!i'! Immediately commenced; yet it was neither Mobs, riate 

nor so- bloody ns had bom anticipated. Shah Allum, 
the eldest son, and whose cause was '.embraced by the 
more powerful party, was of a temper peculiarly mild 
and amiable j he made the moat .liberal ofl&ra to bis 
brothers, proposing -to grant them the government of 
some of the finest provinces;. but ambition and evil 
advisers urged them on to try the fortune of battle.
They were vanquished1;- one of them was killed la. the 
field, the other put an end to ids own life; nnd Shah 
All uni, by painful steps, but without go lit, ascended the 
throne.

fli* peaceful The’ chief aim of this monarch--scenic - to have been 
v°hcy' to restore peace to the empire, even a t the cost of 

resigning some of the pretensions advanced by its rulers 
during the long period of-progressive prosperity, Ho 
effected au aceoimnodaidon with the Eajpoote, on forms 
which required from those liaugnty chiefs little more 
than the shadow of submission. The Makrattefi, during 
the latter part of i he reign of 4 nrengzfibe, had offered 
*»'cease their depredations on condition of reedving the 
ckout, or fourth part of the revenue of the districts 
which were exposed to their inroads.; but that- proud 
sovereign, though unable to repel them, indignantly 
rejected the idea o f ' listening .to proposal# mads .by- the 
leaders of a predet u y  horde, Shah Ailunt, however, 

htn Vii«' '* finding that the empire did pot afford the weans of sub - 
Mail--.tt*.,, duing these piimdoyero, determined, wisely perhaps, to

Mc-nde -to'their terms, and thereby to deliver several of
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"his finest provinces from so dreadful a scourge. On ,chai*. ix. 
other -oemions, when oircoffiatonefe# were more fimrar-> A •', i,f,0 
able, heshowed.hi:'iself hot.destitdtl either of enterprise 
or tjilitiiiy. skill,. These qualities', he had occasion to 
display 'against a new enemy, who about this'timer rose' . :.;.
i lit o poiit ical import.uice.
. The Sikhs .or Sulks' made ..their first appearance our- test *ra«#r- 

mg tlis- reign of Baber simply as a religtoua sect- Mao- 
mxk, the founder, is said to have-been .an amiable.and 
ixiielligent raaEs, of a mild and philosophic tempo?, wlm, 
seeing with pain the violent dissensions between- the 
votaries of-the Hindoo ami-Mohammedan creeds, formed 
a affieuie by means-of which lie hoped to effect a xcepn- 
ciLikion. Borrowing some of the leading Oeretnonies of 
each, lie endeavoured to- inculcate the grand principles 
of a superintending providence and a future .retribution 
acknowledged by both. The numbers -of the ijeiks t»
rapidly multiplied, being' swelled by acoassiQas from !’JiJ 
other sects'; but they still conducted themselves as peace- 
able citizens,'and, under the philosophic reigns of Akbar 
tavl his' immediate* successors, suffered- not the riigntex 
-moltostaticn. I t was the persecuting bigotry of Aureng*
•jwbe which converted them into mortal enemies. He 
caused’' their chief or", patriarch, Teeg Bahadur, to be 
seized, brought to tho fort of Gwalior, and there put to 
death. Tim furious proceeding changed entirely the (nSi-etj©* <f
character of the people ; and Gooroo Tovind, son to. the ' ...
murdered prolate, devoted his whole life to the task of 
vem^auce. He succeeded in-invoking ali bis followers 
with the same sentiments; and, haring armed and 
mounted, them, he changed peaceful fakirs into -daring 
troopers- and fierce marauders. Being, obliged,however,
•with these newly-levied bands, to encounter Aumigatobe 
in the plenitude of his zeal and - power, he was unable 

'■ to make an effectual rostet-mce. His troops were scat* 
teved; his two .sons wore taken and put. to death;
He himself became a- hopeless exile; «ud, overpowered 

' hy-(®:-many calamities, died bereft of reason. But the Pertbrt 
spirit -of the i'ssooifetiod did not sink; on the contrary, c^vsn*

'0.d-, dlkt. .... A, Iv k t . . .
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chap. ix. under the pressure of wrong and suffering, it became 
v £“ m  more savage'and resolute than ever. After lurking for 

many years amid ihe Hilts and fastnesses on. the rude 
border of the Himroaldi, they were encouraged by the 
death of Aurengateko again to approach the northern 

Banda. provinces. They were no w led by Banda, a follower of 
toder?^ the late chief,-who assumed also the name of Gootoo 

Govicd ; and their -devastations. are -represented to have 
been truly dreadful, inspired by an imbittcred feeling of 
revenge, and 'an satire dlsregardof huTuandy, Banda 
had occupied Sirhind, when lie learned.that the emperor 
with his whole furce was advancing against him -;• he 
then foil , back upon Daber, a hill-fort situated among 
tb. i s teep s  of ilinu 'aleh, on an elevated summit which 
could bo approached only by craggy rooks and ravines. 
According to the account of Eradvit Khun, who appears 
to have been present., Iris majesty regarded the po tion  
as so strong that he wished to decline the attack, and 
proposed rather to remain inactive, and, by appearing 
afraid of. the. enemy, to.allure them-into. th<-. open field, 

.vwanu ot The Khan Khananor genera!, however, was animat,ed 
Ofiter. -vvitit ft inoro dating sp ir it; and haviog--obtained petrajb--- 

sum to advance with, a party to reconnoitre, he imme
diately began to attack and drive the enemy from th« 
heights smTOundiRgyiie fortress. This stioeess roused the 
military ardour of the whole array, who instantly rushed 
forward in great numbers, to join in the assault; and their 
imperial h'-ader, with mi ogled auger and satisfaction, 
saw his troop*, in defiance of his injunction, carrying all 
befdjhe them. They had driven the enemy into the cen
tral fort, which, relying dhioify on the strength of its 
approaches,-was not, calculated fbi .nay seiiot-s resistance; 
but.darkness now fell, and. the commander contented 
lunm if with closing all the avenues, and keeping strict 

p*c*p« ()i too watch through the night. J-u. the morning, however, ho 
51 ,k" firm disappointed, to fiuvi that,-by a narrow path which 

Imd eluded hia notice, the Sc-rk chieftain:had effected his 
escape, and was retreating uto the wildest reonaan of 
the Himinafch. Bis program, notwithstanding, was
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checked for the present, though the sect routined their cha^  ix. 
power unbroken, end were defined et & late* period to A {Tin" 
act a conspicuous part on the theatre of India,

Shall Allum, according to-the account of Eradnt K h ^ , character «f 
who enjoyed his htfimfite benndence,- ap}Xsars to have sl,at‘ 
been one of the. mast accomplished and amiable princes 
that ever swayed the sceptre of India, His liberality 
though closured by some as extreme;, wa? always exerteu 
towards the most desm-mug objects, lie  was strongly 
Attached to the Moslem faith, and deeply verwmt in Its 
tlM»logy,-wh''';hhe studied,- however, in a liberal man
ner, making himself acquainted with the opinions of all 
sects, and even Of ireei-iiinkera, -to- & degree that sonic- 
w, .at soandttiiged the-more rigid doctors. Instead of the a wMh? 
darkjealousy which had usually reigned between the 
members of the Mogul family,: he had seventeen eons, 
grandsons, and nephew^ constantly seated at his table, 
who showed no disposition to oh-W this-kind confidence.
Though he did not peases? the full energy suited to the 
trying circinnstajicefl of his govo-mtem, his moderation 
and the general respect in winch he wm held might 
probably have averted the calamities -which impended 
over this great empire ; but unhappily, after a reign of 
five-years, he was seii-ed with'a violent illness, and died ius,ic«tu 
in his camp at Lab ire in the year 

He left four fonts, who,- notwithstanding their peaceful AtragRia for 
conduct during his life,' immediately began, to contend thp omtn:e- 
with one another for the empire. The causa of MbiV 
ud-Hie», the eldest, vraa espoused by Zulfec-car Khan, 
one of the most powerful of the omcahs,-who succeeded 
in defeating and'.putting' sy death the three others, and 
placing the crown on the -fi of this prince, who as§n?u.-
ed tf name of Johander hah. The new mouan-b, Accession c,f 
hbwe -t.r, was found wholly incapable of support! n g , Mbps'*** 
with an appoiantnee of decency, the. exalted' rank toSU 
which he had been , derated. NegU-otiug altogether the 
business of iJbe-stati-.-, be abandoned himself to dissolute- 
ness, and was ©Ven seen ^trailing in the vicinity of Delhi 
in- the company of mean and abandoned retnales. in  n
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chap. ix. government of so little vigour, there were not wuntimr 
A t  bold spirits to avail themselves of the opportuolty which • 

the weak character and bad adrain.isi™tkm of the -m- 
pererhad created: Two brothers, Abdoolla arid Btts- 

denth. " ssin, who boasted the high rank of Syecls, or descend 
ants of the Prophet, undertook to recommend a succes
sor, in whose aaiat- they might rale Ilindostan; They 
nominated Feroksere, the‘offspring of Amt Ooshann, 
who was the fevoorite son of Shah AMum. An army 
was soon raised, and though Zutfebcar bravely defended 
the unworthy object whom he had placed on the throne, 
lie was, after a short struggle, entirely overthrown, ami 
both he and his master put to death. 

jjP^*«we The Syeda having thus elevated their caudMife to 
power, considered him as their vassal, and proceeded to 
adminiflior the empire at their pleasure, They discovered 
no want of vigour In the conduct of affairs. .Bauds, 
the Seik prince, having descended to the plains bc-rder- 
ing on the Indus, was defeated, taken, aud put to death 
with the most cruel tortumi, The great oiarohs, how
ever, soon began to murmur at the supremacy of these 
chiefs; Even the emperor himself felt their yoke bur
densome ; and favourites were also found who exhorted 
him to submit no longer to this thraldom, but to assume 

fm troubles real power in hia.pwn person. Thus his reign of seven 
and .usqtii. y..Hrs wae -3jjeiit in a continued series of intrigues, the 

isstte of which was that the Syeds conipletdly prevailed, 
put Fejrokscro to death, and. looked around for another 
high-born pager* ut.on whom to confer the semblance .of 
sovereignty. They chose first'a :great-gmndsou of Ao- 
rengssebe by his rebellious son . ‘ . bar; but in five months 
he died of consamptiou, F  his toother Ruffeh-iil- 
Dowlah was named to succ 1, but he survived b.n 
ration only three months. i’h Syeda theft placed on 
the throne Booshun Aider, a grandson of Shah AfksTh 
under the name of Mohammed Shah.

M'.'iummwi This prince, like Feroksere, paid at first itbplidt defer- 
a h' once to the two Individuals who had raised-him to the 

empire; but he also soon listened to other counsellors,
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who exhorted 'him to emancipate himself 'from their cliAr. .rx. 
tyrannical sway. He wits at length induced to join, in' a A p jJM 
regular conspiracy funned for that purpose.■ A misun
derstanding had' arisen between the two brothers- and 
Kissam-u1-M.jik, e, powerful chieftain who held the go
vernment of Malwa, and refused to resign it at their 
mandate. I t  was arranged that the emperor .and Hussein 
should set oat together,'and''subdue this refractory com
mander, A plot for the'assassination of the Syed Was YiotaqaiB« 
however matured; the throe conspirators cast lots' which 
of them should do the deed, and i t  fell upon one wh<xw 
name was HydeA 'Approaching'the palanquu, in which 
Hussein was denied, as if to present a petition, the war- 
derei stabbed him so dexterously that he died iu a few 
moments, Hu had only 'time to show his suspicion of 
the motive by calling-iiut, “ Kill the emperor l!> and his 
'nephew, at the head of a  few resolute soldiers, made A 
desperate' otfhrfc to fulfil this dying injunction; hut pre
cautions h«d been taken against she attempt. Moha-oi- twarafeh of 
med then mirched upon Delhi, where the remaining tlwSll!i,lr 
Syed, determining to make u st aid, set up a new monarch 
.and collected sn army ; but he was defeated-and taken 
prisoner. The victor made his triumphal entry into Hie 
capital, as'if ho lmd just begun'to- reign.

But he wiifi -ic sooner in full possession of soy*- jiisiocto , 
reign power than he displayed that incapacity which 
swifted to be now inherent iu the Mogul race. He had 
l wo able and not unfaithful xninistdra,' iMbiam-ml-Mulk 
ADdSiadut Khan ; but, disgusted with their'gnivo -and 
severe u tanners, he resigned himself to youthful ad
visers, who were easily found within tho precincts • oi s 
'court. Those two chiefs, imlaued at flnduig themselves 
thus overlooked,, withdrew, and endeavoured to establish 
a separate authority in -other quartets; Kiaanv in the i;iv!>;nuw .
Deccan, when- h- bus transmitted his name and title to 
a race of princes still'nominally .independent; and'Sand ut Sjuvs-ut '• 
ia 'Oudo," where a 'branch of his family likewise continues 
to reign. In this cm3 the Mahrattas, who had been 
continually extending the range of their incursions, began
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chap. is. openly to contend for the empire. After overrunning 
A . ,”~i730 the greatCT part of Malvra and Guzcmt, they -pushed 

forward to the vmjgn'.m  of Agra, and struck terror into 
the imperial capital. Saadi# Kbui, who alone seemed 

nie Hnhrat- to retain any regard for the honour And safety of the 
■state, marched down from Glide, and. gave them so great 
an .overthrow as would have completely broken 'their 
power, had ho been permitted to follow it up ; but the 

Incapacity of weak emperor desired, operations to be .suspended till his 
me ..muwoi favour;{,e roiimter should have -collected troops, and 

marched forth to hike the chief - command* Sstatlm 
then retired in disgust; after which the enemy rallied, 
made a fresh incursion aft far as Delhi, plundered the 
environs of that capital, and returned laden -with booty 
to Malwa. But, as if this combination,of imbecility with 
intestine war were not enough, an assault from abroad, 
of the most formidable character, burst upon the sinking 
fabric of the Mogul empire.

m  Afc hati,f Persia, had been recently exposed to the most violent 
1vm£  revolutions, The Afghans, * warlike race Mhabitmg 

the mountainous region which separates that■ country 
from India, took advantage of the weakness lute which 
the ouce-powcrful dynasty of the Sophie had sank, They 
marched into its territory, defeat# its troops, and laid 

SwTe<ifi*j»- close siege to Ispahan, Having reduced that capita*, 
they put to death Hussein, the reigning sovereign, with 
all ills, family except one son, named Thames, This 
young prince sought- refuge among the pastoral 'tribes 
who occupy those elevated plains which extend over a 
.great part of the Persian empire. These hardy anil 
warlike shepherds, animated with loyal and patriotic 
feelings, warmly espoused the cause of this last branch 
of their royal, house, and assembled round him la uu.tn« 
bore, which became every day more formidable. Among 

TTiecittef these volunteers a young chief, warned Nadir, hut who
hlUAr on this occasidn ,»smaed- the title of Thomas Koalf

Khan, ortho noble slave of Tlmmas, soon dMhigukhed 
himself by such zeal ,m*l ability as raised b p  to he their 
loader i f  ter having gained successive victories; he nt
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length retook Ispahan, and drove the i-ivvaders coni- char i x. 
pletely owe of the empire. In the course of up many D~~}'T-7 
succeswa, ths troops contracted a stronger attachment to 
Nadir than to him .tor -whom they had taken up arms j (i-
and r.hia Isold chie^ finding. hliftBelf. within reach of the 
fapmjU! power, placed the prince under r^trakit, allow
ing him the mere epithet and shadow of royalty. Mo 
afterwards put out h: eyes, and seised the kingdom; In 
jibs own person, under his original name o f  Nadir Shall.

The new monarch, was not content to bo master oi ki,iUi. 
Persia ; 'but, confident in the bravery and affection .of 3iis 
followers, he.resolved, to carry his conquests into the 
neighbouring countries. -He invaded the territory of the Reprisals:an 
Afghans themselves, and having reduced Cfibul and Can- !« • Afgiisu.-. 
dah&ry a t length approached thei -frontier of India. He. 
professed tc have ap intention or wish to penetrate into 
thatregion,e-ior which, historians in general give Mm-' 
credit; bat we should .heaitate in aseiribing to the daring 
usurper so .much-moderation. At all events, sufficient 
gTOur, * s or- pretences were not long wanting. A number 
of his cm miry men w ho had lied from him found* an 
asylum in .Hindostan. An ambassador and his escort, 
whom he sent, to demand that these fugitives should 
he delivered-up, were murdered by the inhalduuits of 
Jellalabad ; odd -Mohammed, under the advice of Mb uyou ?>f 
airogant and imprudent courtiers, telbsed to. grant eat.w- 
faction for this outrage. The Persian prince ad, 'tneed, 
burning for revenge, and, probably not without some 
secr et anticipation of..ulterior objects, marched with such 
rapidity, by way of Peshawor and.Lahore, that he wvs 
within, four days’, march of Delhi before- the supine,em
peror was aware of his approach.- The Utter then hastily 
mustered his troops, .and obtained the-able assistance-of 
S-iadut Khan.; but fciiat officer, not duly aware- of the . ^ n t  Khan, 
high talent and valour opposed to him, committed the 
fatal error of quitting his iatrencinnents, and hazarding 
an .engagement :*• the field with the veterau foam of.
Nod a% The effbjucH.' ’ nc nip of an Indian host was quite 
unfit to contend with ih t de valour o f these pastes :d
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X iTIse. t-heir commander taken; A series of transactions now fol

lowed, which are not very distinctly related by liiato- 
S r t t f s  rians. Sacdat, it  is said, negotiated a treaty, by which, the 

ether agreed to evacuate the empire on tie  payment.of 
a subsidy of t  .vo crores of rupees (two millions sterling). 
The Persian seeratxi.se entirely satisfied with fh% arrange
ment, that, the emperor and Niaam-M-Muik hesitated 
not to visit, hliu, and thus put themselves within the 
grasp of the invader. .Then, however, m is reported, the 

st%ct captive general, disappointed at iindingthiit the office of 
°f Vizier which ho 'claimed as the reward of this service, 

was to he conferred on dim niifttn, disclosed to the enemy 
the secret of t-hss tuA'onnded wealth contained in the 
palace end capital of India, and for which t wo crores of 
rupees were a most inadeq-vite ransom. We clvotiid 
require fuller evidence before we could believe such 
treachery in one who*, conduct had hitherto been so 
honourable ; nor was it likely that the richer? of .Delhi 
wore »! little known .ha to be confined to the honour and 

Pfofamtae fidelity of a single chief. May we not suppose, with
t t 0* greater probability, thatethe terms of the treaty  were

discussed by Nadir, -and his fidendly professions made, 
solely to in dace the emperor and the iikarn to commit 
„the almost incredible Imprudence of placing • there selves 
in Ms power. Certain it is, that having thus obtained 
possession of their persons, he marched forward arid 
made himself master of the metropolis, 

tuMa«i Nadir seems to have entered it with the intention 
j>ioiijnu!i,n. <,f acting moderately, and of protecting the inhabits ids 

from dntrage. For two'days the strictest discipline was 
ohspr.ed ; but unfortunately, in the course of the second 
night, a rumour was spread of his death, when the Ifin* 

iiM?i attack docs. emboldened to a Vain resistance, killed'a.riumW of 
 ̂ (<iIt d'oops. Their commander, whose fierce spirit had 

been wis h difficulty restrained,'routed to -tlto-utmost fflxy 
by this outrage, issued orders for u general massacre in 
ftvery house or lane where the body ■ of a ' mtudhrad 
I'crwvn could 'be found, TUI mid-day the'.streets >f

'5v2 uvu-:l.l$K  i'V  T E t B  M O O p t  B Y K A S T T ,
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Delhi streamed -with; blood; after which the conqueror chap. ix . 
suffered himself to 'be uppeamd,-—and so - complete ;a a.'o,T ^ ' 
control did he- exercise over his rude followers, that at his 
mandate the sword was immediately slie-athed. The ini- *,™s of ' 
perial repositories were now ransacked, • and found to 
contain specie., rid i robes, and, above all, jewels to an 
almost incredible. value. The Mogul emperors, since 
the first accession of their dynasty, bad been imleiatigabto 
in the coUection. of these .objects from every quarter, by 
presents,purchase, or forf-.ihire ; and the store had been 
continually augmented i^thout .suffering ^ a lie n a tio n , 
or being exposed, to . foreign' plunder. The. invaders 
epntmued-.during thirty-five days to- extract, by threats, 
torture, apd every severity, the hidden --treasures of that 
•splendid; capital., Historians hesitate not to estimfi le the 
spoil carried off by the .frairian monarch and bis officers 
a t Unity-two 'millions sterling, of which at least one-half 
was-.in <&noncta and other jewels.

JNadir made no attempt to retain India, though- it lay Abandons- 
prosfaate at his feet. He had probably the sagacity to per- 01
oeive that so vast a country and Persia were incapable......
of being united into one kingdom. He contented himself 
with exacting the cession of Cabul, Candohor, aod alltbe 
provinces west of the Indus * then, seating Mohmnmed insstemtb  ̂
a pew on the Mogul throne, he gave Mm some r-tdutorv f f *otwn-’ 
advices, and departed without'leaving a soldier or retold - " ' ’ 
ing a fortified.-post in Hfadosten, Vet the empire already 
greatly sunk, lost by ihMiscoaditu're the little v inn. ml 

.of respect .which it had hitherto cbm-manded. In Ro- rodepemv 
hileund, a Vdly district closely contiguous to the capitai, m S c S S  
some rofogfo chiefs of the Afghan race, with the 'brave 
inhabitants of the country itself, formed an independent 
stole,, which- defied the iimvrial power. They wore, ,'it 
is true,.obliged to give way before the muted force-; of 
the vhsier and the Nabob of Oude ; but. they held them 
selves 111 readiness to. take advantage of those convulsions 
to which the successors.of. Akbor were constantly,be
coming more .usd more exposed. .v

The western. natious-hari learned the mute to Dellp
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chaj». ix  tend were not likely to forget it. Ha$r, eight year*
, 'S~j- . after leaving India, was as^-faiuacd m bis tent at Mo 

iti KKĉthsuti ; whereupon tb.B doiniriion wliicli 
formed by Mm, anti kept toget her by h» §rm 

• AiHiied ' deuce- and vigour, Ml (prickly to pieces. Ahmed Ab-
AWsHit!, dfllla. one of-his officers, an Afghan bp birth, being joined

by a part of the Army,- hastened home, arid forthwith 
proclaimed h unbelt king of his native land, auo, titiiid 
tha distractions that followed the denth of his .master* 
succeeded without difficulty fa making good bis claim. 
Finding luraseif thus *coJed in the undisturbed jK^wesidon. 
of a strong country, with .a brave' population, which 
had often given conquerors to HfadostaB, he could not 
rawfc the temptation of follo w fag the footsteps of Nadir, 
In 1747 he passed the Indus, plundered the city of Sfa 
bind, and defeated' the vistier, who fell in the engage* 
mwntybnt- feeing disconcerted by sente gmespiected' ol>.

, fr] ,  stacks, and particularly by the explosion of a magazine,
• ■ ' he did not then push Hia cosi^uesfe any further.

. /liaaMon a  Soon efter this expedition the emperor died, and was
Ataii.,.! S^*-seeded, by iiis son, Ahmed Shah, during whose short 

reign, oa if foreign enemies bad not been sufficient, the 
court war perpetually detracted by intestine dissension. 
The Boverrign mid bis vfcsic* were now almost fa regular 
opposition. .Ah?nod being oppressed by one of these 
offiesre, Snffifer Jung, employed agtanst him Grkasee- 
ud-Bier'., grandson to NisKun-nl-MuIk, who had died at 
•the age of 1.04. '.fhis 'young mart, holding the rank of 
Ameer-ul-CHrtrftb, made conskfarable efforts to relrfovc 
the .affairs of the empire. He compelled the vi/.ler, wlm; 
hade rear set up another monarch, to reHnquuaih his sta- 
fion. He undertook aa expedition against the Jits or 
Jrmts, a wild tribe inhabiting the hilly tracts m the most 
western provinces, and who, amid the general anarchy, 

.Ttfcirocu'd had.shaken offi the yoke. But, while thua employed, 
Z C fm *  i’« excited the jealousy of his master the m irro r , 

who, adopting the viars of s, new favourite, concerted 
With the enemy a plan for his destvoctmn. Axued, 
however, by tM ; Maliratl| chief Holkat Mulluir, he .
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completely baffled these designs* obtained possession of chap, ;x. 
hi* maker’s person* put out 'his' eyes, and raised to the . . Tr~j;,"
throne a eon of Johander Shah, under the empty but .....  *'K''
happsing title of. Aulumgiro the Second.

'i 'he empire was now in a most distracted condition ; 
there was scarcely a power so insignificant as not to 
think itself 'sufficiently stum- to trample on it. The 
Afghans had completely conquered the provinces of 
iVloultan aiui Lahore; the Seiks, in the same quarter, • 
daily augmented their numbers and strength'; tiie Jauts 
an( : Bohillas coutinded their predatory inroads; while 
the Mohrattas extended their incursions, in the course 
of which they had even; passed the Jumna, and obtained 
an important settlement in Roliilcund. Cfluwwwpd-lH&h 
precipitated the disaster by  a rash attempt al conq uest, 
to which iris power was wholly inadequate. An Afghan 
lady having been intrusted by Akaied Abdalla with the 
government of Latofe, the vkier, under pretence of ne
gotiating o marriage 'with he/ daughter, seized her per
son, and brought her a prisoner to Delhi. At this outrage 
the indignation of the barbarian king know no bounds.
He hastened at the head of a vast army, and made >;/
831 unresisted ehtWtooc into the capital, which was given 
«P to a sack almost as dreadful ns"it had suffered' i com °n>elh‘ 
Nadir. A most extraordinary scene then ensued. The 
wnperor besought the invader not to leave him w ito u t 
protection against his own -vizier, who bad :msed him 
indeed to nominal power, but, treated him as a mere 

igeftiit, while he himself exercised all the real autho
rity. Ahmed accordingly made some arrangements for 
this purpose, placing Auiurogire under the guardianship 
of a Itohi 11a chief; hut these measures, after his depar
ture, proved wholly hisnfikient, Ghazee-ud-I)ien (for (mwee-nd. 
«n, to prevent confusion, we shall continue to call him, Dier<' 
though he now chose to cntitlolimselfUinad-ul-Mulk), 
having- formed ga alliance with the .Mahrattas, easily 
obtained possession both of the capital and the sovereign.
Thai unfortunate prince at first pretended' a reconciliv 
tion, but, being sot .a rfter detected in a correspondence

u

' l ■■■ , • "
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CO a r. ix. with the adverse party, was ejssaarimted, and hia body 
a v~xm  thrown into, the Jumna. YeiG'feaaee-uft-JDien himself, 

unable to withstand the numerous enemies who sutS* 
rounded him, was at no distant period obliged to seek 
refuge in a castle belonging to the Jauts.

State die W ithout attempting to thread furtlur this labyrinth 
oiMreii °f t r  uson, we may observe generally, that the Mogul 

throne had now almost ceased to retain any degree of 
weight nr importance. The contest for the empire 'of 
India lay entirely between the Afghans and the Alah- 
mttas; and the latter, taking advantage of the absence of 
their rivals, determined upon a grand attempt to secure 
complete possession of Hindustan. Bringing up from the 
Deccan an immense body of cavalry, and being aided by 
the Seiks, they overran not only the metropolitan pro
vinces of Agra and Delhi, but also these of Moulton and 
Juliore, and drove the Afghans beyond the Indus. 
Ahmed Abdulla, however, was hot of a character tamely 
to allow those fine countries to be wrested from his 
kingdom. .He soon-crossed the river with a formidable 
army, and was joined by many chiefs who were exas
perated at the incursion, -of the Mnhraltaa. These plan- 
derm  at first retreated, and allowed him to occupy 

taiimJDeiiiii -Delhi; but immediately in.trencl.ed themselves iu a 
strong camp, which he did not. venture to attack. Pressed, 
however, by want of provisions, they imprudently catno 
out and. gave battle, when they experienced a total de- 

•£)efwi« the feat; their array of 80,000 men being almost entirely 
Meh’fltta.. dostroytsd, and Duttah Siudia, their general, IciUed, 

Another body under Holkar was surprised near Seoun- 
dra, <uid so completely worsted* that he himself led  
naked with a iumclfui of followers.

New saw* The M ah rattan, though humbled be tins disaster, were 
' not discouraged; and they resolved to mi ke the most- 

extraordinary, exertions for retrieving their fortunes. 
Before the close of the.year, they had assembled a force 
fif 140,000 men, commanded by Scwdaahco JRao, called 
the Bhoyy, nephew to their peishwa or supreme prince} 
and that chief, being joined by-fhe vi;-i u- and tho Jhut
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loaders, advanced upon Delhi. The deep' stream of the ck;>?. lx  
Jfema, swelled by the mins, separated the armies; hut,
tuough it could not be-forded, the daring spirit of Ah- * ....... ..
dalla impelled him to plunge into its waters, and swim 
across with his whole army. This .achievement-, which 
was almost without example, struck dismay into 1h >
-lost, of the Mhhrattas. Though triple the number of 
their antagonists, they'did-not venture to face them in 
the open field, but shirt'them selves up in-an intwmehed 
ramp at Pauniput,- un a spot where-the Fate of the em
pire "lias been repeatedly decided. Ahmed for some 
time merely hovered round them and cut off their sup
plies ; at length he ventured on ah attempt to -carry 
their position, hut was obliged to retire without anylm- 
portant success. Encouraged by this result, and dis
tressed as formerly by the want of provisions, his 
active foe determined again to risk a battle in the open 
plain, .Placing their artillery in front, they advanced aer.ersi 
with that impetuosity by which they were accustomed 
to cany all before them. The Afghan, commander 
caused his troops to hold themselves in reserve till the 
enemy had nearly come up.;—then gave the signal for 
a general charge. The light horse of the mountains ^  
were never able to resist, even for a short interval, the 
heavy cavalry of the-more northern nations. On the 
hrstonset, a complete rout took place; their host was Total rouf. of 
so -scattered- in every direction that only » remnant 
ivtched the Deccan ; while 22,000 prisoners, 50,000 
h e r e w i th  m .immense booty, fell, into the hands of 
the conquerors.

It was now easy for the victorious Abdalla to sent Vacant 
himself on the vacant throne of the Mogul |  hut he seems oJ<̂ ? 
not to have felt any ambition for this high dignity.
Perhaps lie was sensible that, amid ouch a general agita
tion throughout liindostan, and with so many nations in 
arms, such'on acquisition'was too distant from the centre 
of his dominions to he retained with advantage. Con- 
tenting- himself with the provint-m west of the Indus, he 
quitted in a few months the seat of government, leaving
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CHAP. ix. there Alec Gohur, eldest son of Auiumgire IX,\ in poa- 
A 5>1̂ 60 session of the empty bat still .venerated title-of Great 

Mogul, to fee tbs tool or th  captive of the fas t daring 
Alee Qtikas. wam'or w}10 should seize the capital, Having traced the 

decline of this mighty empire to so Iow an ebb, we shall 
now pause till we have marked the progress of that new 
power from a distant continent, which has seated herself 
on its ruins, and obtained a complete supremacy over all 
the states of India,

.A y '  -y  ■ : H S fi?  :'O3S1 i
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CHAPTER X.
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— Superseded hy'Diwleix—Pondicherry besieged— Conclusion of 
Peace—English Expedition to Tanjore—■Contests .for the Sovu- 
reigntias of Southern India—The French mterpese—Gam a 
complete Victory—They are expelled by Naiadr Jtm’y-—The Eng
lish join him—llis Deatii—Succession and Death-of Minapha 
.hiTig--Salahat Jung-...Exploits of Clive— Advantages over the 
FiORCii—Their Influence in the Deccan—-Form 'a Confederacy
against the English.-Siege of Triohinopoly—Acquisitions of the
French-—Recall of Dupleix—Treaty concluded—The Collmes—
C 'ir of 17S6.~-l.ally takes the Cominaod—Reduces Fort St 
David—-Siege of Madras—Baised—French defeated af'Wande. 
wash—Siege of Pondicherry—Its Surrender—Cruel Treatment 
of L ally in France,

The voyages o:;: the English, related in a former pari of chap. x. 
this work * wet© personal adventures, undertaken with K Tt^ m
a mingled view to di$cove?y, commerce, and piracy, ra- ........
ther than to any fifed scheme of conquest or dominion.
Their forts accordingly were erected as depositories for 
goods, or to supply commercial facilities, but not with 
m j  aim at te rr ito ry . possession. I t  was not till 1.609 
that their views seem to have extended to the latter 
object. In the instructions issued to their agents during 
that year, they intimate that the increase of their revenue 
was hencofijrth to occupy as much attention as their 
merchandise; the.' they wished to be u i  nation in India
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chap. x. and they ..quote 'with unmerited applause the conduct of 
the Dutch, who, they assert, in the advices sent to their 

•• ‘ * governors, wrote' ten paragraphs concerning tribute for
one relative to trade. The feieans of gratifying fchis-dis- 

iiim4tnd position were aa yet very limited ; W  certain small por- 
poaavMioriaof fjona of territory around Bombay and .Madras comprised 
Cwipany,h the whole extent of their Indian sovereignty. They1' 

held themselves ready, however,, to purchase every city 
or district which the native princes could, by'any motive, 
be prevailed upon to alienate; and in this way they ne- 
(juired Tcgnopataui on the Coromandel coast, which they 

.Possesions garrisoned, and gave it the. name of Fort St David, Dfine 
w i’pflse by yeim  M fe theymade a more important acquisition. Aziin 

Oosliaun, whom his father, Auraigzebo, had iioxninafbcl 
Viceroy of Bengal, b u t. who, contemplating a struggle 
for the., succession to the empire and standing in need of 
treasure to forward his schemes, was induced, in 1698, 
to sell to the Company .the. aemiruLirahips of the to wns 
and districts of Chutanutty, Oovindpo.ro, and OajQ%itta}~~ 
ilia last destined soon to become the capital of British 
India. Here they began, though not without due cir
cumspection, to erect Fort William, which, in 1.707, was 
made the seat of a presidency,.

European The superior skill of Europeans in medicine,, which 
medical sfeih ^  first enabled them to obtain a footing in Bengal, 

now afforded an opportunity of .greatly extending their 
influence, In  1715, under the reign of the Emperor 
Feroksere, the residents sent two- factors, with an Ar
menian'- merchant, on a ..commercial mission to .Delhi, 
The principal object was defeated, in a manner similar 
to that of Koc and others,, by the intrigues of tlraorarahs, 
and of Jaflier Khan, governor of Bengal, But his ma
jesty lutppcuing, to labour njidera severe illness, which 
the ignorance of the native physicians rendered them 

Cure of the unable to treat with success, was completely cured by a 
emiiffor. medical gentleman, named Hamilton, who accompanied 

the embassy, For this signal service he not only re
ceived...large presents, but obtained the valuable.grant 
of three villages in the vicinity of Mndrus, with liberty
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to purchase in Bengal thirty-seven additional townships; cifAft x. 
an arrangement which would have secured a territory A T)"771i 
extending ten miles upwards from Calcutta. The em
peror conferred-also the still more important privilege of p™vii!̂ y 
ih-frodacdng their goods am i conveying them through the i»«ew(»«4 - 
'province-■ without duty or search. But the acquisition 
of these districts was frustrated by the 'hostility of the 
nabob, who by private threats deterred the owr :-rs from 
consenting to the pu rchase. Still, the permission of free 
trade, though limited to foreign exports and imports, 
proved of the greatest' importance, and soon rendered 
Calcutta a very flourishing settlement,

A considerable time now elapsed without any farther Qra'iimi 
■ change in the territorial relations of the Company, They. n™S,-nvo,, 

complain of the extravagance of their servant's, which 
involved them in debt to the .native shroffs' and nut- 
chants; hut this evil seems to have been in agoodnica- 
svire remedied. Having establishments .supported at a 
moderate e&pense, which enabled them to carry on trade 
with si.-etu.ity and advantage, they'gradually extended 
their operations till the animal sales amounted to the 
considerable sum of about two millions sterling ; whence 
they were enabled, to pay a dividend of seven or eight 
per cent, on their capital. Perhaps it would have been 
fortunate had this state o f things remained u n a l t e r e d  j 
but the war which broke out in 1744 .between the infinecco 
French and British produced an entire c h a n g e  in the 
position of the Company, both in regard to its imcrnal 
management, and .relatively to the -power* of Europe 
and of India, To Understand this, vo must look back 
for a moment to the first establishments formed by the 
French in- the eastern world.

That people,-though they had’suffered themselves to Guriy >ww>. 
be far outstripped in the progress of maritime' greatness 
%  the Ehiglirih and Dutch, had yet at an early period 
displayed a spirit of enterprise. Even in 1603 an expe
dition had been fitted out by-some merchants of Rouen ; 
which, however, experienced a complete'failure, in con
sequence probably of the imperfect nautical skill then



chap. 7L possessed by their mariners. .Attempt's, though oh admail 
a. tV wi.i. scale and generally unsuccessful, ware made early in the 
p .. next, edit ary ; but it was not till 1642 that a consider-
rrtr'Ht of a able- company was-at length .esteldwhod. 0rn luckily
K t e f  i!rri' M y  limited iheir main attention to the formation 
Mi»aasrascar. of .on, Madagascar, a  large- and fimitftil

u’hicb it was easy to ctesferihe as' affording ample 
scope for cultivation and commerce. But it yielded no 
commodity suited to the markets'of Europe; jits'inhabi
tants, too, were rmTaerous and ferocious, and soon- became 
forroidahle to a power which attempted to take possession 
ot their t erritory,. The settlers wore involved-in a ha
rm ing  warfare, and with difficulty memteined, at certain 
points-on the coast, a few wooden: tenements 'dignified 
with the title of forts, which involved them in expense 
without yielding any profit.

Fraicis East The first real establishment of a French Ea.it India 
pauy- Qm‘ Company took place in 16*64, under the auspices of Cob 

I.v’ i’ t, who, prompted by the aspiring genius of his master 
Louis XI?., devoted himself indefatigable to the pro
motion of agriculture, mannfac,tures, and Commerce. "Ha 
proceeded upon the principles of that age, which wain 
by no means enlightened in inspect to the. sound doc- 
trimn dl- political economy; and hence, exclusive grants, 
exorbitant privileges, and the removal of competition., 
were the expedients by which it was then attempted to 

airtbrc? t» -ke any brauch o.f industry flourish. Such was'Col- 
3y3«iU'. ftmtVsystem, when he submitted to the king the plan 

of an East India Company, to carry on trade with. & 
capital of 15,000,000 livres -(£623,060), end supported 
by the most extravagant encouragements. They re
ceived an exclusive charter for fifty years: they*were 
exempted from all taxes; and, the government came 
under I he singular obligation of reimbursing them for 
ail the losses which they might sustain in the course of 
the first ten years,—-a stipulation which actually subject
ed the state to the payment of a large sum. The funds 
supplied by mdividuais not being equal to the amount 
id- the proposed capital, limited as it was, three millions
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■wave advanced out of the .treasury ;• while the nobles, chap. x 
and all the opulent classes connected with the court, .> n ; ^ -
were ihtluced to fcdlow rite exarnpl;;,;.

The management of the Comptfoy, was ncUotw jucli-- 
d:ra> nor fortunate. They began -by endtsivouring.ta coiaym} ^ ' 
turn Madagascar to some aneohnt> and sent thither a 
large colony, most of whom perished under the train* 
enee of climate, fatigue, and the hostility of the natives.
The survivors were r.fb w ard s  employed in occupying 
the islands of Cerne and Mascarenhas, which at a later 
period, trader the names of Mauritius and Bourbon, rose
to some degree of prosperity. After the failure 'of' tho .
attempt at Madagascar they font - vessel's to India, ami 
formed settlements on different points of its coast, In settlement?

. 1608 they OAfehlsshed their principal factory at Surat, iaImUa' 
under the. direction of Caron, one- of their countrymen, 
who had spent most of his ‘life in the service of Holland,
The prospects at first appeared rather, promising; but, 
being involved -in dispute with the native-power ond 
finding the trade ultimately unprosperous, they thought 
fit to take their departure, very suddenly, leaving their 
debts unpaid,—-an omission w'hfeh of. course precluded 5|
their return, Attempts were afterwards made to secure • -v)u 
a position at Trmcomalee in Ceylon, and at St Tl'rmm tl10 1 *utli' 
on the Coromandel coast;-.but both wets defeated; by 
the jealousy *bf.-the Dutch, Their affairs,.therefore, 
would Jmvo 'become desperate, had not ■' 1. Martin, ■> 
o$?Jf possessed of talent aud patriotism, collected tho 
scattered adventurers and fixed them at Pondicherty ; 
where, by judicious and conciliatory conduct,-ho gained 
the attacluncnt of the inhabitants, opened an advanta
geous trade, and soon raised the settlement. t6*a very 
prosperous condition.

Whoa tho 1‘rench and. English first came into jjiutual-state a? tiri 
collision, the former had, no station of much couse- 
tpH'itct- on the continent of India except that just die1, -hv 
named; but it was of very considerable importance, 
being Dl fortified, and having some extent hf%fritory 
attached to it. They had smaller factories at. Maim and
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c a u j x. Cariealjos well asrafc Obanderoagorein Bengal. In 174*1 
A.iT Frit k®tilities broke out between the two nations, which 

wore carried -Oii-:n Europe -with great animosity,- The 
ijn'ucb-Company appear to have been rather desirous 
that the. war should not extend to the Indian Seas; but 

rrejec'i for their naval, officers, on the contrary, were fired by hopes 
tl,e <jf § 0J?  hom m  atta«k on the English settlements'in 

scuiwaents. feat, quarter, before they could be placed in a posture of 
defence, Labonrdonnais, a person- of groat talent and 
Most indefatigable activity, who hod raised himself 
through all tluj ranks of the navy, was now governor of 
Mauritius and Bourbon , rmd those-islands, by his exev 

.-lions, almost without assistance from home, had become 
vary, flou rishing. Happening to be in France when the 
wav was in -preparation,, he made proposals, both to .the 
Company and the ministry, fur an attack upon the 

■ enemy’s esteblishuients. The former were altogether 
Obtains the averse to Ids scheme ; but the government unknown to 
rn tm ^ L  th(l!a a c tio n ed  it, and even engaged to furnish two ships, 

which, however were afterwards withheld. The adven
turer reiumoq to .tub command with the most resolute 
determination to prosecute his design, though possessed 

•fc2K n .  V01̂  slender- resources. W ith this view he;detained 
jihIs zcai fee vessels which happened to touch there,, and employed 

fiiem in. -the expedition ; he brought the sailors, many 
of whom had never fired a gun, into regular training'; 
aisd Lc supplied by various inventions the defective means 
of equipment. In dune I f  4 ^  tie arrived at Pondicherry, 
aftera slight action with an English naval ibreo oil the 
coast. Here, too, ho had to overcome certain obstacles 
raised by Dupleix, before he was permitted to sail with 
his squadron to attack Madras.

Expedition This city was not only the capital of the English pos- 
uid.'.i's. ^ssions, but one of the chief settlements--at that time 

formed by the Europeans in. India. .It.-comprised with- 
:n its district a population of not less than 260,000, of 
w h o m , ho wever, only 800 were from this quarter of die 
globe, including 200 soldiers. These Jiroci in Fort St 
George, 'surrounded merely by a ah nder wall, with four



<SL
BBITISX: OmUEST o r  Tnj3 r'iliNA'JCIO* 3 2 5

iU-consfaueted bastions and batteries ; and her.ce., it & chap. * 
obvious, they- had- very snail means of defence  ̂and did A j, 
pot, in tlie use of them, display any heroism. After sus
taining a bombardment of -five days, m which tw o : or 
three houses were demolished,-and. four or five men k di 
ed, .they capitulated on the 10th September 1746. They 
obtained, indeed, the singular condition, that Labour- 
-donnais, after having regularly occupied the place . and 
taken possession of the Company’s magazines and wore- 
houses, should, within a stipulated period,-and on pay
ment of a fixed ransom, restore Madras to'.the English.
That officer, haring made thus important acquisition wiili- 
out the loss of a pingle man, retmmetbtp Poudiilerry.

lint there he did hot meet with such a reecptiOE as-he Bivni-jeaioa. 
ren ted . Bupleix, an aspiring and ambitions man, Who 
could not brook, any rival in power, thwarted all hi?.
. schemes, and exposed him to repeated mortifications, till 
at length he gave up the contest, and sailed far France, 
i hero, too,.on the representations oi Ills superior officer, 
he was treated in a manner altogether anworthy of his 
.long and faithful services, being thrown dhto the Bsu-:tbe, 
whence he wia not liberated till the end of three yearn', 
soon after, v/likh. ho died,

.Dupieix, who was thus left in. the supreme command 
of affairs -in India, was a very extraordinary character. !?", ' <,,irh 
From his father, who had been a famier-gcneted and ^  
a director of the East India Company, ho - irih'-rlted 
an immense fortune, which-ho was'taught to employ in 
the pursuits.of commerce. Being tent out originally' 
oa first me®j ber of the council at Pondicherry, and affce in
wards as superintendent at Chaudernag-oreyhe at once, 
by his public measures, rendered this last 'settlement 
extremely prosperous, and by an extensive trade largely 
augmented Iris private wealth. His talents and' .success Talents H.,(; 
recommended him to the important station of Clover - KUCC«ss- 
nor of 1 ‘ondlchcrry. Although, from feelings of jealousy, 
he bad quarrelled with Labonrdonnais, and succeeded in 
removing him, yet bis mind was enthusiastically and iifl 
tensely devoted to the same system of policy. * Neither
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chap, x. t e r  nor AlexPiOder formed more magnificat
A. a  " v;-ta schemes' of conquest than this metcatitiM m lor of French 

v  t }, t India. His first ’object was to follow up the advantage 
■ b*'S.aea«S,u fifwned Over the  English, and thoroughly to root out that 

rival. nation. foofo the coast of Coromandel, Labonrdon- 
nais had, as already mentioned., stipulated on certain 
conditions to restore Madras, after a temporary occu
pation of it  i and as a man of honour he was resolve 1 to 

feych of  ̂make good his'engagement,—a design wholly foreign to 
unpiiffi*1 the grasping ambition of Diipleix. Unable otherwise 

to accomplish his object, he made such aiTsngeiipiiiB as 
to delay the period of surrender till the departure of 
that officer, and ’then contrived to draw forth from the 
eitnsoas of Pondicherry a remonstrance against giving- up 
a place the possession of which was so important to ■their 
security, 7n pretended compliance with th is request, 
Madras was not only retained, but exposed .to a  species 
of plunder, 'while the governor and principal Inhabitants 
were carried prisoners to tho .French settlement,

^his step TO*) forthwith followed by'an expedition oh 
si. dhvid,. ‘ his part for the reduction of Fort St David, while Lit 

confidence' wad 'greatly' heightened by an event w hich 
forms a memorable earn in the annals of Indian warfa* i>. 
The Nabob of Arcot, having espoused the English eausei 
had scut .ilia son with 10.000 men, to endeavour to re
take Madras on their behalf. The French had only 1 200 
soldiers fo defend the city, with which force they hesi
tated not to attack the numerous finny of the nabob : 
when, by. their superior discipline and tho export, man- 

UivcesB of  ̂ agement of their artillery, they gained a complete and 
. nc i «nna. fjecjg||e y ^ j y .  The superiority of even a handful of 

Europeans over the tumultuary bands which compose ah 
Asiatic host-had long ago hem  proved by tho Fortugaese |  
but the example of their succors was nearly forgotten 5 
and both Frfp>di and British had been accuetoined- to 
view the If-ognl as a powerful -and .mighty monarch, 
whom it- "was "-Vain with their slender means' to think 
of residing. The spell wits again broken -; and the 
settlers of either nation learned- a-lesson - winch they

C lJ  ;


