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c,mp Vi restms ey ham hsthb&'hy, pmmuing in rewamd aven the
A e ‘empire of Todin, which hiy influcace with the army and
s " people 'would he sufficiend, to seowre, . Mohammed ap-
L peared to hiesitate for a- motuent;’ bt ‘then, hastening
. out. of the apartment, turned a &mf oar te evvry subr
: .sequwt solicitation, 1
" Aurengzebe had mow em]y ‘\&umd to dxspose e Imd
frmn that quartertie had not nnich to apprehend, though
this prince, having recovered of his wounds, had re-pmrari '
to Agra, and resumed the command “of the army (His
brothir received him with the warmest congratulations,
saluted him emperor, and daclared all his wished?4o be
 now fulfilled, since he Had suceeeded in raising so deserv-
ARl ing & muler to the throne of his ancestors.  ¥ox himself
ralieyof ~ he wished only to perform the pilgrimage to. Meoea, on
Aurengaehe. o hioh o was intent as the conmmancemment of a 1ife to be
entively devoted to religion, « The other, aftor some af-
focted opposition, gave his consent, thinking himself tao
happy that his relative should thus voluntaxily retire.
This farce having been successfully acted, the ruin of
 Morad was seeretly prepaved 5 avd the design soon be-
same 50 obvious, that even hiy credulous spirit conld no
longer be beguiled. His friends assured bim that the
preparations for the visit to Meoca were: sufficient to |
aequire the dominion of India; that by ample largusses
Anxengzebo was gaining the affections of the goldiery ;
and, in short; that no time was to be lost in securing his
gy own safety. Being at lusy undeceived, he determinad to
7 employ against his brother his own weapons uftum:hery /
. Unsuccossha He fnvited him to o splendid bangnet; where éveny thing
temptto | was prepared for his death. ; bub the ‘penetrating oye of
Bl the guest discexning sometiung suspicious, he pretend-
~ed asuddon iliness, and hastity withdrew, without ex-
citing any suspicion of the motive,  On the contrary,
‘Morad soon after avcepted his invitation to an entertain- *
ment, in'which the finest ransidians, and the mosb hono-
“tiful demsels that India eoala afford, were studiously
pusembled. ' The host, L:s)’ing-._am'de-his auaterity, invited
to gayety and indulgence this voluptuous prince, who
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yieldect 0! the sedncuon, and, after xe vellmg in Im.ary\,

fell dsleep il the tent.  He thcn seut in some of his mmst
umcmptﬂouu partisans, who proceeded to hind their vie~
tim, The privce awoke; made violent efforis to extrioate

khnaelﬁ, calling for his sword, which bad been faken

away 3 when his brothez, Lttmg a curtain, exelaimed,~~

JLI) 166&

ik

“$¢ Mo has no choice but death or submission ; da«spateii"l_l_;.:_l_.
hirg 1.{‘heresista 2 Morad, after venting loud mprmhen,-_ I
ymirled ito his. fate, and wos unme:imely conveyed L o

;:msoner to Agra.

Aurengzebe, having thus overcomo ever, y nhstmle-
eonsnia‘rnd it mow time ¢ to'exalt the imperial vmbrella
over hishead.” Hefelt, however, considerable difficulty
in taking & step so inconsistent with all his professions,
and especially with: that of his being entirely devoted to
relivions retirernens and sbstractions It was conirived
{hat his friends should come forward to urge upon jiim
the important duty of sacrificings his ease and pious re-
sulutions for the pubhc good, and of smbmitiing to this

‘painful necessity, ' In due time he allowed himself to bo

persuaded, though he adhered so far #o his former ¢ha-
rapter a8 to suppross all the pomp with which the cere-
mony of eoromation was usually attended.  But the
shonts of the peoy

Am‘au_gﬁﬂé". il
assurnes the

turone. | |

ed ‘the. eurs of ithe caphive qye. capma

-wmonareh, who felt assured that something fatal to himeelf enperor.

‘had been determined. He asled Jehanara o go and
inguire ; yet immediately veealled her, lest she shmxld
ssee the head of Dars exposed to public view. ' Sheg
‘howaver, soon learned and communicated to }nm the’

-veal fact, 'The unfortunate sovereign rose, wilked through -

S the foom in silence, then fixing his eycs on the figure
_of & erown suspended over his head, said,~~* Take away
. that hauble ;- 4 ot stay, this would be owning  the xight of

|, Aurengzebe.” . After standing long involved in thought,

- hie said,~~< The now smperor, Jehanara, has premaburely
mounted the throne. e should have added the muvder-
xof o father to the other criraes which have zaised hiviso

12 Tk sas now announced thab Moliamumed wished
f& be admztf.u} tlat he wight state the ‘reasons which

Fafg of Mo-
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ad induced the victor to mount the f.h.mne ! Imt the
degraded ynler indignantly replied,— Fathem have
been deposed by their sons; but it was reserved for

- Aurengzebe to insult the mmfur’mnes ofa parent., What

miotives but his ambition has the rebel for assuming the
empirve ! o listen to his excuses mmﬂd be to m:know-
ledge the justice of his conduct.”?

Aurengzehe, smarting under remorse fur the step %)
which his bold ambition had Arresistibly impelled him,
and having indeed very little to say in Iis own defence,

. did nof press the unwelcome explanation,  He had now

reached the summit of his wizheg; having deceived end
vanquaished one of the ablest monarchs of the Hast. ' e

did ‘ot therefore push his trinmph any farther, and
maintained his father during the rest of his life; o strict '
conﬁmmout indeed, but honoured and respwted. iy




AURENGZNBE,

Gt IR ER TR, R

Aurengrebo—Dectine of the Mogud Dynasty, i

. ¥ Aurenzebe opposed by his Brothers, Dara and Sujab-<Diefent of |
5 1 Sujah-~Captare and Deathof Dara—Defuaction of the Princs Mo-
- Uhamwed, who is obliged to surrender—-Death of Sujah-duveng-
L ugebeld Treatment of Shah Jehan--His Administration—Defects
L of Mogdl Governivent—-Anecdotes furnished by Bernier—Ilanger
0 of Persion, WarsFakip. Insureection-—Disturhance in Cabul-s
© Contuest of the Decean—Rise of the Mahratte Power- Exploits
of Sevejee—His Death and Character-—Sambajee’s Reign and
Death—Character of the Mahratta Armies—Bigotry of Anreng-
" zebe—His Death and Character—Shah Allun—The Seiks—
Their Progross checked-—Character and Death 'of Shah Allum— :
Conteuts for the FBinpive-—The Syeds.—Nizaw: ul-Mulk and Saa-
dut Kban-~T#vasion by Nadiv ShabSack of Delhi-Distracted
Stata of the Empire~-Invasion by the Afghans~-Contest between
ther and the Mahrattas—-Battle of Panniput—The Mogul Dy+
_nasty reduced to'eatire Ingignificanee., L0

e

Aunevozune was seated on the throne of India; but cmar rx
his position could” not be considered secure while his 4 o7 s

trothers Dara and Sujah lived, and weve at the head i, Rt R
werful ammies.  The former, from his brilliant. quali- %ﬂfﬁg‘f“""‘- 8
. tios, and his desiguation to the empire by Shah Jeban, =
. ingpired the greatesi apprehension § and agaiugt him the
first efforts of the new sovereign were direeted.  Haying
*withdrawn into Tahore, Dara had collected a host more
numerons than that of his adversary, composed, hiowever,
‘chiefly of new levies, whom he was afraid to bring inte
tie field againat his brother’s vetoran forces.  Hethere- Dara re-
fore retived beyond the Indus; but retreat in thege et
- eircumstances, and with such troops, was not less digag-
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trous than, acttml defat. His ranks g'mdua.l]y :ne]tod_ _
i b s, away, and he arrived at Tatta with ouly a small budy
of faithful adherents, '
Afawes of - | It would now have heen thn polie of Aurengmbe to
C S sumene Dara without intermission till he had completed |
his destruction 3 but he was necessarily cheeked by the
intelligence | that. his brother Sujah, with a ldrge f'orce,_
was advancing from Bengal,  He found this vival very
strongly. posted near Allshabad 3 but, trusting to' the
valour and hardiliood of his own. froops, he vesolved to
attack him, Eailyin the day, bowever, the Rﬂjpoot
bands, who had accompanied him only Lhtough compul-
gion, fled from the field, and even bcga.n to. assail his,
renr 3 so that the I‘Iogu] warriors, left aJnne, were soon
very haxd pressed,* The elephant on which Aurengzebe
Critial post- Yode veceived a severe shock, and fell on ifs knees ;
Hmastne. whereupon the emperor drew one foot out of the stinup,
. - preparing to alight,~but, as in an Indian battie the pre-
: sence of the monarch on his w, ur-eleplmm 18 the rallymg; ,
point round which the army fights, Jumls, the vigier,
called out, “ You ave descending from your throne”
Theprince felt the truth and importance of the Jflrt&.}l']s i
resumed his seat. and even ordered the feet of the animal @
to.be chained to the spot, Thus, cased indeed in strongf"
srmour, he remained exposed to the darts and arrows of -
the enemy. Fis men, encouraged by the gallant emmpla ;
' of their chief mihed and maling the most dsapemfe ]
%fforts, caused their opponents to give way.  Sujah,
nding hig elephant disabled, committed the error which

CHAF 1

o Flight of
'Suiﬂh-t his rival had avoided, and mounted a horse. The view
~of the royal quadruped moving into the rear ‘without a
ridery apraad general dismay, which ended in 4 total rouf, ;
“wnd the prince found present safety only by tluowing
: li.imself into tie strong fortress of Monghir,
i AT v aurengzehe w45 again obliged to low somo mspitc'

foromndit to 4 vanuished sdversary ; for Dara, after reaching

Ve Patdes veerossed 1 bie Tndus; ;md proceeded th.rough the
Cgreat deswd inte £he provinee of Guzerat, There he
:pu..m}mi tpon the govemnr, whose daughter hau becm
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plight still more miserable than thav i which the same

AURENGZERE.

' anarvied to Morad, to espouse his cause’s and having
o paised g congiderable army, he ndvanccd into Rajpootana,
- and in'the neighbourhood of Ajmere, its capital, intrench-

“ed himself in o position of extraordinary strength, The
eonguerer, on hastendvg thisher, saw with dismay the

cHAP IR
AD s

Sﬁe_n-gtli of
Hi$ position;

 commanding ground ou which his brother had eneamped.
He endeavoured, by presenting his 'men inorder of |

 bistdle, and even by studisd insalts, to provoke the prowd

© Dara to come forth and fight ; hut the prince had the
prudence to decline these challonges.  The empevor, =

' however, always fertile in stratagein, devised a new |
gohemie, Having in his camp the two chiefs who had

- beon mainly instrumontal in'gaining over the army of
the young Soliman, he cansed them to write a letter to
the father, assuring him that' they had been indueed

Jonly by impericils cirenmstances to forsake his cause,
which they were anxious again to erabrace § and that if
he would leave cpen a certaia gate at a particular hour,
they, with all their followers, would. enter and place
themselves under his command. In vaif did the oldest
and most piudent counsellors warn Dara of {he danger
tn which this'step would expose him, and of $he wiles
of Auvengzehe,  Rash, credulous, and inacoessible to

Duplicity of 1
Aurengzebe.

advice, he allowed limself £6 be dazzled by the prospect’
of an accession o/ his force, which would haye given
bim & complefe superiority. The gate ‘was opened at
the appointed time 3 the chieft rughed in, md were soon

* follawed by the whole imperial sy, Undeecived too

late, he still attefripfed ‘o gallanty though vain' resists

~ance, bub eing totally routed, was obliged to flee with
a yery small rembant of his troops, | He! Bent bis way

il to the capital of (xuzerat, hoping (here fo find an asylum 3

Total vout of
Dara,

" But the governgr refused him admitéance, A band of

| Mahrattas, his fols remaining troops, seving his fortunes

W Tost, kook the gpportunity to plunder the camp, leaving
nothing except what was concedled in the tents of the-

woment.  Dard was then compelled to undertelee, with-
¥ prepuration, o march across the desers, in o

~aa

a4 Bl T
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CHAP. IX. disgstrous jt}um{y lisd been performed hy his: ancestor
A D iese  Humaioon, 4 ‘Amid the horrors of fatigue and thirst,
i ‘beneath a buring san, a number of his faithful followers
. smccessively lay down and expived. At fthe heéad of'a’
© fow survivors he resched Tatta, and might thence have
pushed on into Persia, where he would probably ha.va-'
 been wwell yeceived ; bub ab this erisi Nadira Bana, his
favourite wife, vras at tho point of death, and he could
not endure the thought of leaving this beloved object to
peeks sheltor die among strangers. ['Te sought ‘the hospitality of
Kban, Jihon Khan, a nefghbouring ruler; another rash oz
unfortunate qet. 'This vwas a violent and bloody chief,
who, after belng twice condemmed to death by Shah
Jehan, had been pardoned at the prince’s intercession:
Dars had indeed the melancholy satisfiction of paying
the last duties to his sultana ; but, on attempting to de-
part, found himself surroundml by a body of troops, who
delivered bim to ®han Jehan, the imperial general, then
R in close pursuit of him. ‘When at length he saw his
| Madocaptive, fate inevitable, he nssumed a demeanony of iajestic forti-
: tude, and maintaincd during the whole jonrney a calm |
dignity, soothing his grief' by verses composed by himself
on his own eventful history. = He was led tlrough Delld
miserably mounted and almost inrags.  But Anrengzebe |
had misealenlated the effect of this exhibition ; for the
multitude, when they beheld their once noble and gals '
lant ruler led to death nnder civeumstances so fearfully -
changed, and beside him his son, a spirited and graceful
boy, over whom go darka destiny impended, were seized
with the despest sympathy, and melted rinti tears,.
Bia veirayer mingled with ewsses against the tyrant, | Jihon, the be-
. trayer, was killed on his way bome, \rhile the capital
seemod’ o the eve of insurrection, « The ampergr folt
that he must hasten to close the tragedy. | Ausassing .
were necordingly introduced in the mght{ beneath whose
_ blows his unfortunate brother fell after s dpsperate resist-
ance ; and, thxough ‘the address of the monarch, the
commotmn in‘the eily quickly subsided.! o)
‘Aurengzebe had now only to dispose ut ‘-mjah w}m,
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I '.ﬁ:.ﬁ'a}éﬁ:fafﬁﬁ."rmf‘ this diversion, had rallied his, brokeneﬁum
o forces,  Bub as little apprehension was folt:in that quar- , pge |

| tor, it'was thought enough to detach against him Pringe
. Mobammed and Jumla the vizier, This exy:aditfi(qp,jif;ﬁiﬁfiﬁ“ A
. however, veccived a striking tnterest from & very AUNEX- Sujah. |
| pected and moying incidents The young warrior had |
 been cady hetrothied to a daughter of Sujab, for whom -
. Né'had conceived o strong attichment ; and though dmy
. the late tumult: of events he had forgotfen the fust = = =
| impression, & letter which the princess, in ‘ooncert with ;e e
© her fathex, now: wrote to hit, led to a xovival of all his
 tenderness,  He determined to quit the army, and cgpouse
. the cause of his unele; nor docs it seem improbable
" that 1w cherished some secret intention of imitating the
example of Aurengzebe himself, by fighting his way to
the empire. . Being highly elated with the part he per-
formed in the late revolution, and the offer made to him
by his grandfather, he had often been heard to boast
that it was he who placed the crown on hiz parent’s
head, .« Ho fordly flattered himself that the army would .
follow his example, and, when combined with that of =
Sujah, would compose a, force so averwhelming as tu deiy. it
all resistances  He embarked on the Ganges, a5 If upon Desertion of
a porty of pleasure, and returned not. . The soldigrs, on. Frince Mo«
discovering his intention, wero ab first greatly ugltateds
but the prudence and vigour of Jumla preserved their
‘attachument to their master; snd prevented any desextion,
Sujah received his illuatrions relative with the highest
distinetion 3 and,-the nuptials hoving been celebrated =
- with grost pompy he led out his men and offered battle. .
Mishammed placed hiingelf in. the foremost ling, and . 1.
swhen he saw the flower of the opposing cavalry bhear . )

" down upon Lim, vainly imogined that they came o joiit
'hig standard, - But their fiorce ouset soon undeceived
- hime Both be sud hiskinsman hehaved with the groatest
valour: but the efeminate troops of Bengal could not
withstandithe veterans led by Jumla, whe gained o com-
. ‘plete victovy, The situation of the prince was now
- deeply distreseing, and the arts of his father rendered it
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CHAPIXG diz‘épemte." Awrengzebe wrote a letter, addrossed to hioy
T T, 89 F in answer to one from himself, treating of a plan
ST fowideserting the eanse of his father-inddaw. It was so
R e, mrranged that this epistle should fall into the hands of
A Sujah, who thereupon conceived suspicions which the.
okt solenn protestidions conld not remove,  No vio
lence was indeed offered o himy; but heo was informed
that hie and his wife must. depaa'b trom: Pengal, Al
~ India heing now under the sway of the rslentless em-
peror, the youth had no resoutce but to throw himself
upon ths mercy of one who nover trusted  those that
Captivity ot hiadh omee deceived him.  Mohammed weas immediately
Mobammed.  enasbed anid sent to the strong fortress of Grwalior, where
he pined away the reaninder of hig Tife, which feremi-
nated in seven years. ~ Hujah having fled into Avvacan,
was betrayed by fhe rajal, and bhe with all his' family
perished.  Solimén, the son of Dasa, was talien prisoner
among the Himmaleh monntaing, whither he had fled for
- refuge ; and thus Aurengzehe was left wichout a rival.
. Closoof st Shali Jehan survived for sight years the Joss of sm-
| Jebanslife. pive's and it may be mentioned, to the eredit of his
s ambitious son, and as some patlistion of his crimes, that
ho treated his captive with all the respect and delic
cm'y whieh were compatible with the eondition of be-
ing dethroned and fmmured, - Be even tolerated the
violent@-'sal:lie-s of pride and indiynation to which his
unfortunate parent gave vent, Aurengzehs sont t golicit
the daughter of Dara in warriage for: his son. Akbat,
I hoping hy this connexion to strengthen his family in-
- His Ingomit- ferest with the nobles. . But both Shah Jehan . himeelf
wiemde i his household received this propogul with the deepest
© - resentment.  The former returned for answer, that the
insolencs of the usaxper was equal o his guilt ; and theé
young priveess hevself ket a concenled dagger, declaring
that she wotild rather die o hundred times than give her
hand to the son of her father's murderer, Al this was
- reported to the ruling sovereign, who quietly desisted
rom his solivitation. . At ancther time he made a request
o gome of the imperial Jeuels, svhieh were deemed
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necessary to adern his throne, - The Shah - rephe&, that LH&I' -m-
_ the bamumers were yeady fo pound themw iuto  dust, A m&
af he should ever at,tumpt to enforee such a dmnd ;
The other then exclaimied, Lot him éep his jowels, nay, ﬁﬂﬁfﬂ:
et him command all. those of Aurengzebe”  Theold | 7
~ monsrch was so much affected by this madevation, that
- he sent & number of them; m«:ampamed with a letter,
in whish he sid,~- Tuke these, which I am destined M
' use no more~—Wear them with dignity, and by your
o renown make some amends to your faraily for their
wisfortunes”’ The emperor bursh into toars, whiehy, o /2R
 this ocoasion, sppeared to Lo sincares  En short, by habis.
' bual respect and forbearance, and by cccasionally asleing
sdvice, e cucceeded, not indeed in reconyiling the fallm '
spvereign to his fate, but in reviving @ certain measure
of friendly intereourse.  On recewmg intelligence that
his. father’s end was approsching, ho did not, it is:fme, Death of the
veuture into his presence, hut sent his own son fhah Shed-
Allaw, who, however, arrived oo Jate,  The master of
Hipdostan, then exdibited every mark of wadissembled
grief, and }‘aatenetl to effect ammcﬂmﬁm with higsister
Jehansia, who had hitherto remwaecl demwdqu at.tmlmd
£ her nnfurbumte BBy L - it
J&ulﬂﬁl}zebe mnmﬂed. fﬂ? my yﬁm %0 mu?y twhﬂ [Aniengpol ;\5 il i
throne of the Mogul darminiony which, wnder i, attain. e
ed to ite greatest extent and its bighest glory. Afierhe
‘bud added to it the Idugdoms of the Deccany it ineluds
ed neaxly the whole peninsula of India, with the neigh-
© boaring vegions of Cabal and Assaw -torritories, the
popalation and wealth of which probably exceeded those
“of'the Roman empire during its most flowrishing pediod, IS
lhe revenues amounted to 82 millions. siexling, wiich, . ens o
though inferior to the immense income of one or fwo venes
 modern Furopean siates, wos then probably tnexampled.
| Hiinteenal sdministration seems to bave been decidedly -
. smperior to that of his immediate predecesiors,  Amid
 the sowewhat ostentatious display and muiiicss splon-
. dourof bis court, his personal vonduet remained pute and
R :ev‘enp austem' he neither allowed o lunlaelf nop pei




CHAR IX. mitted in hm paliice, any species of disorder or liaentious.
AD. 1870. ness. Barlyin the morning he was seated in the hall
: of Juatlce, accessible 10 the meanest of hia subjects; ad-
i fﬁg{c D‘. ,]"B ministering the law with' the strictest fapatiality, re-
s ~/ dwessing theiv wrongs, and even rolicving their suffer-
mgs by his bounty. India, thexefore, under his long
1eign, appaxentlv crgoyed all the. haplamess of 'ﬁhluh a
country is susceptible iu a state of subjection to the des-
potic power of a foreign prince. Indeed, were wo to
Narritives of piaa, implicit. reliance in the Moham.madan htstonma.
et end ‘in the English writers who copy theit namutives,
we should imagine the period from the nccession of Ak-
har to the death of Aurengzebe to have been in the Bayt
' age of gold, an exa of felicity almost unparalleled in the
_ __}ustety of mankind. It cannot indeed be denied, that
- dusing all this time the centzal regions enjoyed acon-
siderable menstve of peace and Prosperity 5 for the civil
wass, though. irequent and sometimes tragical, were
usually decided in a single battle, and were 10t accom-
Gile ol panied with extensive desolation. | On Jooking: nm'mwly Jo
[l e ke thel subject, however, wo shall find veasan to BuEpect. |
- thati the picture is too flattering, and that the empire
. throughout this period groaned undey many of the evils
. ingident to arbifrary rule. . The very: :fnct that at-ahe
time when Britain suceeeded to thig vest inheritance, the
eluss of cultivators were all sunk into such abjeet poverty,
that ib was scavcely poseible to discover by what tenure
the land. had been originally held, seems to. mvuhdam
the testimony of these historical aulog;sta.r Frie
 Berters ' At was during the weign of Anvengzebe that. Bemmr
amative.  any intelligent and reflecting traveller, spent some. years
' Jin India, and applied h:maelf with dihgence to investigate
- the gtate of the Mogul government and empirve;  The
description he gives is that of & country going to min,
- vather than of one flovirishing under a just, and inpartial
government,  He observes, that suppesing the sovereign
vinclined to 'enforee justice, be lmg}‘tv perhap‘s suceend
~ within. his own immediate cirele, in Delhi, Agm, and
 theiclose viclnity of these capitale ; butin the provinees

o AURENGZLBE,




 snid ventote districts the pesple had no adegunte protoc: emaraxs

bion from thie Yapacity of the governors, who ruled with =
atbitiary power, and whom he characterizes as “wen, 0 o0
fit for raintog & world.” This was corfirmed’ by the Snorotested
mean parly, and the angiety to assume the serablance of proviaces
poverty, which prevailed even among those whom other
eircumstavices proved to be possissed ofexorbitant wealthy
The peoplercouhd appeal to no court of justice; noladimis
nistrators of the law, no independent tribunals. The
moyarch himself eould call to his service no men ens. Atheid
dowed with honourable prineiples, inspived with feelings A
of genuine loyalty, oridentifying their glory with that
of thejv prince. These: functionsvies were generally
“men of nothing, slaves, ignorant and brutal, raised
fiom the dust, and retaining always thequality sad tem-
per of begears”: The only ehjeet of those intrusted with
sny power was o amuss wealth. during the short and
precarious tenure’of their possession, regavdless if after-
wards the wlfé]e state should fall into ruin, N R

| Kven as to the fechings of justice and vegard to the Byiaenss of
rights of thoir sabjects, which ave sald to have eharagter. Jiery 1
ized this dynasty, Bernier mentions several particalars, = =
~ which, agvecing in a remarkable wanner with thossdes
ported by Hawking ond Roe, tend o cast great doubt
upont the panegyrics of native writers. - Anecdotes, even
_of a somewhat familiar deseription, may illustrate the
tone of maniiers &t this orfental court.” A young man
laid Defore Shah Jehan o complaint, that his wiother, & vomilisr &
' Tnnian, was possessed of inymense woalth, amounting to et
two hundréd thousand yupees, who yet, on account of SR
Callepad ill-eonduot, withheld from him all participation,
"The emperor; texipted by hearing of so large a fortune,

sent for the lady, and comminded her, in open assembiy

to'give to hor son fifty thousand rupees, and to pay to hirm.
gelf o handred thovsand 3 at the same time desiring her.

o withdraw, ' The woman, however, by loud  elamony,
“iain procured admittonce, snd coolly said 1~ Mayit
please your wmajesty, my son has certainly some. elaim =
‘to the ‘goods of his father; but 1 would gladly kuow
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wliat: re!utmh yoar majesty bess to the memhmt; 1y
deceasea hushand, that ‘you make yourself his heir.
 This idea appmwd o Shah Jeban so droll; thai he de-
sired “her to depart; @nd no exaction should be made;
S Such an'incident msy prove an accessible temper, and &
o degres of good humour on the part of the sovereign, but
gives a very low idea of the geneval character of that
Jusbice which m:nnta.l writety gre’ pleaaed ta»wxba 12
b ilpbicie "he other anecdoze is of 2 mll more add dmr.rupﬁen
Loved T 'Dhiere weve'in Delhi a class of females ealled Kﬂnchﬁny, ;
wh, thongh of somewhat doubtful reputation, were not
' alogether abandoned, ‘and were allowed: to eontri-
 bute to theamusoment of this very gay cotiet, & Fronch
phiysician, named Boruard, then vesident ar Delhi; enw
deayoured to obtain a young damsal of this vlass as his
. mistressy but her mother, prohably from motives of
*prudeénce, opposed the connexiom: - The medml L,
howeyer; baviag gone in the evening to wait wpon the
Emperor J ehzmg;re, end being about to receive a prosent
i return fora cure which he had effected in the seraglio,
pointed to the Kencheny, who happened to he amOng
the multitude paying her conrt to the prineé, and be-
soughty in place of any other gift, thab she mig iy
bestowed upon him, His majesty burst into & Gt of
 laughter, and ealled out, “ Lay hier on bis shodlders,
and let him carry her awny. - S0 said, 80 done””  The
young lady was immediately given up fu h!m,and Ber
- . na.‘r& doparted lnden with this unlawfnl booty.,
Bernier's ae. 0 Bernier was stnong the first {0 dispel the impmmmu
ek gy whitely provailed in Earope of the mightyaud unoon-
il o quewable atmies engaged in Mognl werfare,  Even.the
s numbers had been greaily exaggerated. « The only effi-
 clemt department was the cavalry, of which the portion
Cimmedintely attached to the morarch’s residence did not
A oxeeed 35,00001'4{},000,13031?3311;31.1';)05&61 that the whole
S amder his command cotld much exeecd 200,000, The
O infustry; induding the artillery stationed at the capitul,
. might amount o 15,000, The jnnwmerable hosts of
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aist.ed ch.teﬁyofmauta, mvtuallera, fovagers, and others, n ». 133.5
who followed in its train, conveying {ents, and supplying
provisions, eattle, and every thing wanted for the men

e :amd to cﬂmpmit‘ the mass of the nmy,eom qm.w n:

and officers. This attendance was so numerous thit, when Bbidtbons o0

the imperial tropps marched, all- Delbi and Agra might 3§‘;§§“3&
' be desaribed a8 procecding along with them ; and, indeed, =
these eities could b considered as little raore than stma',d' Ao R
ing encamnpinents; while the actual canps, onthe other
“hand, with their streets of tents and regular marke
mi&hi‘. be viewed as moving cities.  Still lowerwasBer- |
nier's estiniate of the quality of these warniors, © Ofténgit e it
i true, they funght with great bravery ; but, being dos-
titute of all discipline, they were frequently struck with
panie, ‘avd then became ultogether incopable of coms
mand. He was persuade that aforce of 20,000 ox 25,000
men, led by & Condé or « Turenne, would casxly tmaple
all these: barbarians under Taok—-an anbicipation amply
verified by mhmqnent- eventa in the, annals of Bumh
1!1dlﬁ- AR . :
The. fomlgn h:st&ry m‘ bh;a renguwas ciueﬂy istinyy Ahrentoned
auished: by the danger whicl threatened the new save- ”:‘;;;i:‘“ peath
{ ign of being involyed in war with Abbas, king of Por. il
 ¥in, the most powerful and warlike prince i Asia. Dow,
following the native hmtariam, represents thia. rupture
between these two mighty potentiies to have avisen from
the crror of o seerefary, who addressed a letter, & From
the emperor of the world to the master of Porsin’ On
yeceiving the epistle thus divected, Abbas, it is said, vo- S
jectect all explanation aud apolugy, end instantly: pre- A AN
pared forwar, Such a nidstake seems not very probable,
mch less thot s monareh 59 dmt\ngﬁuqhml for talent gnd
policy, nud now of muture age, shonld have engagedinse
formidable & contest onn ground so trivial. Possibly be
mightuse 16 as & prejext ; and, seeing the throne of Indm
filind by aprinee not yet hmﬂy seated, snd rendered odi~
ol by, the steps which had Ted to: hr; elevation, might
eonceive the hoy Vofwaking fhis important additiou to his
dominions. |, Many circumstances conspired fo favour his




283 | ' AURk!\GZEBE.

GHAR, TX. empectaﬁous. _ (‘f the orcat cm!mbs at the court of Dethi
iy ;Tm a mumber were of Trunian "extraction 3 many alse, of
Wiehitio o IR or_'-Afghan origin, Tooked hack thh repret to the
; | period @en princes of their nation sab on t‘w xmpelml :
t :?ﬁ'{fpﬂ ;:s throne. "Aurengzebo had room 'to suspect that Abbay
g wes secking to open A commnnieation With the Perdan
AR chiefs in his service, and was even attémptmg o' deduee
the vizier, who was of that descent.  He felt himself in
a very delicate situation ; for this body was 80 numerous
and powerful, {hat to drive them fnto open hostility might
_ have rendered his position still mere eriticsl,  The mi-
- njster and the other nobles, however, stretuously dentied
. the oharge 5 ind the whole affair wits amicably ailjisted:
. ‘..'1‘11; emperor i notwithstanding, continued t6 suffer the at -
mast anxiety till he was relicved by the mtelﬁgenw that
,in consequence of & teglected iilness, had expited
in his canip on the fronticr,  Sefi) his grandson dod suc-
dessor, Iobkmg‘*orwmd with uneasmvwio "ﬂ‘l - scen of
-~ disorder which usually follow a vacavey in an eastern
. {hrone, had no inclination to enibarrass himself farther"
by ot by a foreign war, add veadily concluded # treaty, |
i tenions We must not omit to mention a vidieolous inicident,
. vanse of by which Aurenjzebe was exposed 10 peat danger. An
IR ol female devotec, ealled Bistamin, in the Rajpook ter-
old female devotec, ca istamin, in the Rajpout ter.
ritory of Marwar, having, by her Bounty, collectedhround
her a number of fakirs and other Hindoo séctaries, formed
thein at length into a gort of ‘army, with which' she de-
fented the rajah and some iferior officers.  Having at
length assemibled a force amounting t 1:0 twenty thousand,
Wi she marched upon the imperial city, Superstitiogs ter-
. gistamin  vor paved the yway for her vietorides for it wis believed!
 Viewries | ot ghe prepared a micss, composed of the okt Koreid
“ingredients, which réndered her fyllowers on the day of
battle invisible, and. consequently trresistible, ' Having
‘made their way vietork, sly almost to the giteyof Agra,
thay Tooked on themselves a5 masters of the eni prie; gnd
procluired their Jeader Queen of Tndia. The et pivor,
“seriously alitmed on finding cven’ This own trog ps &.ti‘mh
“with'awe. was convincoed Hmt it wonld be vais tiy contend

His sudden
il
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: age.uast ﬁuéha liost Wit mere h4mamweapons Hamig, (ml.? Ix o

‘by bis Moslem' zel, sequired a holy character in the A {;‘

eyes of hissoldiers. he wrote saored sentences on pieces.

188& S

Anrengzabe 8 i

- of paper, tnd causing them fo be stuek on the peints poles:
FE

wf spears, whicli he pla(:e(l in front of the batt&h(ms, he
assured hig men thot they wonld protect them against

© saries,  Their fears ‘being thus dispelled, the sup

f their arms (soon ‘enabled them uom:pletel i

i pleccﬁ.

- an ingurrection in Uabul, where he soon reduced the open
o6 lt:y, though he msely desisted from the atte*apt, _

deprive: the inhabitants of their independence, = But
the grand ebject of Ris ambition was to offect the final
subjugation of the Deccan kingdoms of Goleonda and
Bejupore, whiclh, althougl their force had indeed been
hroken by topeated vietories gained by his predecessors,
and even by himself previous to his aoc«,ssmn, stnli Te-
tained 4 considevable sbare of power,

Varvious: océ;\menqes ,amd t*m

' the necromantic influences of their fanatical a&vqn-l S

ot tho fakm host, wlm.h s almd%t entirely cut to__'.'_ RS

Whe réigni of thm qmaf. monarch was again dhflll’bml by {2‘(‘:533“"“ | S

issensions prevented f.Ius Invesion of

mgedmﬂn from heing carvied into effect till the year ot st

1680, the twenty-eighth of Aurengzobe, when the whole

imperial foxe. marched by three dircetions into the

Decum. 0pemtxonn were hegunr by Shahi Allum, e

heir-appazent, who laid siego to Goleconda, The king
golicited peace ow very humble terws, which the invader
granted, thet he might: bueny ‘his wholo force against Be-

japore. . 'Whis kingdom made a move obstinate resistanice ;
‘but afterwards the troops being induced by trem*hery to

desert, the city was'closely invested, and at leagth com- {,api:um.mn )
pelled by famine to capitulate, beounuer Adil Shah, the f Beiiters. |

Jast of o long line of powerfal prinees, became a captive
1 the lauds of the emperor, | The vietor forthwith em-

.'plu} ed his aimsto complete the conguest of Golcandass Conquaat L
when his son Shah Allum, by remonstrating againgt this Golvonda

Yveaeh of fazth ncurred his resentment, and was thrown
it prison,  That city, after a siege u{‘ seven munths,
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was talen by m?&clmy ; and the deathyof its king, Abow

g Hmmwm, after being trented with the ntmost. mdigmt ¥

it tmmmtad apother powerful race of wonarehs, -

e ' Bt an event which influenced the whole weign of:

| Awrengzeho in shill to be mentioned.  This was the ise

of the Mahratta, power, ‘which, from snuadl hegianings,
was one day to subvert the proud fabrie of the Mogul
empire, and even dispute with Britain the supremacy of

Hindostan, Thenortii-western port of peninsulae India

‘composes the tervitory of Myharashira, which, nccording

to. My Grang Doff, includes & suxface of 102 f)ﬂ() SQUAYe.

-vailés, and @ population of about six mdlwm. Tt is tre-

. versed by brauches of the Ghauts and Vyundhia monn-

- taing, and comprises a large portion of the provinees of

. Malwa, Candeish, Auwrnngabad; eud 'Bejapore. | The
~whole bears a very different aspect from . the. extonsive
plains of the Deccan und of Hindostan Proper.  Itis

hpiier of -elevated, rugyed, alzvemfmi with blealk hlblw]&ﬂdﬂi and o

- e counery: | volcon hy nuwnerous streans and torvents,  Being |
. throughout anfit for the movements of heavy cavalryging o
which the strength of the Mogul armiey. consisted, iti
could be reduced ouly to very mperfect subjection.
Al the hills und fastnesses were ocoupied by petty chiefs
tains, who paid a mere outward homage to the imperial
thyone or the kingdom of Bejapore. ' Amid the eonstant
wars, however, of the Mohapumedan nations with one’
another, and the disputed suceessions of the grest em-
pirey opportunities were afforded to a leader of daring
and_comprehensive mind to erect them into an inde-
pendent comnmunity,  Such a- pemn waa Sevajee, thu

- founder of the Mabratts dynasty, © -

. This hers, though he begun with alenﬂcr rmumes. :
was by no meangof ignokle descent.  His great-grand-
father, Babjee Bhonula)r, wag a son of the Rang of Qodi«
poor; whose blood is considered the highest and purest

- inall Hildostan 3 but his mother wés o woman of infe-
 rior caste, and tlw stain thus inenrred indueed him: {o
quit his native country, end sesk ‘employment and dis-

! hnntwn in qthar courts, Having ricen: jo emmam.a i




the. mviua ofa rajal in the tammrynf Cmdmsh,
procured o zensinday ¥ near Doonuh, then only avillage,
but whicly the prosperity of his family raised afterwards
into a great capital, | His sory Malq}eaacqmred celebrity
under & Mahvatia e}uef, whose danghter e obtained in

| Amrmazaw o i 2!91 e
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 vaarriage for his son Shabjee,  This last having quur-

velled wvith his father-in-law, entered the aviay of the

Ihngef}‘iejapare,mdwmm?hyedmhmom A P

Carnatie.  While serving in this quarter, he left hig'

con Sevajee ut Poonsh with' his mother, undev.the =
tuition of Dadajee Konedaa, who seems to have bestawed N S
very great paips in braining the fubare wardiow He:
initiated him, mot indecd inx letters, which ave c}espwaj o )

by thosa mountaineers, but in mxlxtm'y exer

tional legends and poetry, andin & decp venai“aﬁbn for

the Hindao faith aud observances. At the age of seven-
toen, the pupil was: impelled by his daing spirit to a
warlike enterprises he collocted a band of Mawuleos,
natives of the neighhourmg glens, and eommenced thut
ambiguous professior. ‘of' & warrior and o vobher, which
is generally pursied by the half-civilized tribes of Asia.

Heavy eomploints wers lodged with Dadajee on aceonnt

Colleets
bangd of fol-
dowers,

of these exploiteyagaivst which Me felt himself bound fo

gk

wake the most soleren remonstrances ; but he ds alleged,

ot the same tune, to hmlemmtly encouraged the youth

to persovere in hig pursuits, for which he conesived him

emninently qualified; foveseeing, pmha‘nl?, in some de-
gree; the greatness 0 wlﬁch such an advmtumus ltfe i

would corduet lim. o0

Sevajes au,cordmg \ followedhm nspmng ce'lt!'ﬂe" and
obtaining possession of the abmost innccessible coatle of
Torns, gave the firet alarm 4o the King of B!tjapor&,
whom, liowever, ho coneilinted Jsy the promise of an

‘ievmee.-aa i
qrites the
Cnatleor
rf.ru:s. e Vi

inerensed teibute. | As he continned toselze or erect fort

after fort, the king not only vedoubled his romonstrances,

but also appealed to Shahjoe, the father of the marander,

- whom he first threatened and thenimprisousd, disregard-’

ing all his protestations' that he veither knew nor ap-
approved of his son’s pioccedings. The youth wes distresy-
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chat 1% ed at the disaster in which he had ‘involved his parent ;
AP Teso ety very unwilling to effect his relense by a change of
" wystem, he bethought himself of an application to Shah
Jelian, whose vassal he professed himself, and by, whose

: ' powerful intercession tle deliverance of  Shahjee, was in.
Sevajee's fact obfained.  When Aurengzebe carie 1o malke war
| Mt pelicy. soainst Tejapore, Sevajee continued to represent, himself
as an ally of the Mogul, and heuce, as even his nentrals
. ity wee of imiportance ab so eventful a period, ha, was
‘allowed to retain unmolested all his, possessions, But,
a8 soon as he sow these two great._momrt-:hies fally . ocen-
pied in their sanguinary contest, e besitaled not to seize
- plunder and territory from either us opportunity offercd,
At length Aurengzehe suspended the contest, that he
 might prosecute those smbitious schemes which effected
 jiis elevation to the throne of Hiudedan; during the
 progressof which helad of course no leisure to resent tho
- cotiston . conductof the youngfreehooter, « Thisvising chief, how-
e seya. 7o, had 4o encounter the undivided hostility of the court
vore. of Béjapore, which had long considered him ss a rehel,

: and now exerted its entite force to accomplish his destrue-
tion ; and he boldly determined to face the storm with
the combined power of arms and strafagena, 1 ¥

. The army of Bejapore, under the cominand of Afzo0
or Abdul Khan, a leader of distinotion, advanced AiD

-

this vestless ingargenty in full confidence of speed:.}ysu‘b-
Serjoe’s un- duinghim. | Sepajoe, finding it necessary to ply all his
principled gyt gave intivaation that he had resolved to au'bmtt, but

L stretagean, ; : mi
' dreaded to place himeelf in the power of an enemy ro

justly offended, | He therefore prevailed npou his adver-

sary to arrange a meeting, to which gach party should

come with one attendsnt only. T contemplation of this

; interviow, he seeretly filled the woods in front of his
g ' castle with amed 1oem, put on & cornplete mit of chain-
- ‘armonr under his cotion robe, a steel cai_on.hiq head,
_and concealed in his clothes a dagger with other deadly

 Approach of  Weapons. . He had soon the satisfaction to discover Afzool
. Aloot Khan . Khan approaching with on escort; of 1500 mien, whom he
- eft atisowne distance, and repaired to the appointed spot




the most soleion eligtous coremonios, and besnsglt his
mother's blessing, kike one goling forth on some Jdeed f
glorious peril, & ! :

anarmed, dnd fooking frequently back as if afraid to wl-
vance. /At lexgtli he siepped fhrward, embraced Afzco!
after the Indian Fashion, end at ‘the same moment, wruoelk
nirn fhtough the ‘body.  The Bejapore’ chief instantly
drew his swovd, and almed 4 blow at the liead of his

treacherous assailant; but it was intercepted by the

with a siigle follower. Sevajee meautime had porformed

LDt

o then proceeded to the place spparently

'Tr‘egzolm'ou;: "
[ aesassination
" Gf the Beja.
S pore ohief.

heliet beneath his turban ; and the next stab laid the

than lifeless on the ground. The Mahratta troops, warn-

ed by the sounding of a horn, started from their ambus-
cade, and soon put to fight the swrprised and terrified
escurts Asiatio amxies can only be' rallied round the
peraon of their eornmander, and on his fall lose all their
conrage. The enemy’s soldiers having dispersed, Sevi-
jee was left b full libetty to carry on' his' operations,
and overrunning a great extént of couniry, he pushed his
invosds to the yory gates of the hostiie capital,” He took
occasion it prtieniar to possess himself of the Conean,
called by the aneients the Pirate Coast, and became master
of its ke, the stron fortress of Panlla, whish, by eni-
bling himh fo eqaip o fleet, preatly augmented his means
reeruiting his fores, sent repeated expeditions against

Acquires the 4
fortyeas of o
Panaliy,

this rebel chief; which reduced hiny ndeed to grens ex-

trewities; but he always extricated himself, aud at last

soncludeda peace that Jeft in his pogsession an'extengive
range of mountain-territory; with an armay of 50,000

foot and 7000 hotse. :

“'Aurengzehe meantime, by civil war and treason, had
‘nttained the undisturbed possession of tire Mogul throne ;
and he now vesolved to make himself complete master

Aurtm'gz_alm‘l' ’
lans of cone
fuest, y

of India. ' For this purpose it was necesary to. put -
down the rising power of Stvajee, which wus asstming

80 formidéls_lean attitude.  He despatehed on this service
a wellappointed army toder Shaista Jhaw, an omrah
Chighein his contidence. ' The mew general curried on
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OHAP. m. the Ua'mpmgn for some thue with great enccess, veduced -
A D 1g60; ALY forts, including Poonah, the original seat o ‘the
mlh"mry a&venmrer, wha in' this extremity had re-
! }j‘f‘-ﬁfﬁgg‘“ coutss to one of his bold exploits. ' Having sclected &
7 emall band of resolute soldiers, he obtained admittunce,
fayoured, as was suspected, by the jealonsy of a Mognl
chief, ito the residence of Shaista.: The nssailanty with
Iﬁcki-axea foreed their way into thie cookevooms, wwhonce
they rushed into the intorior of the house with such fury -
that the omrah had scarcely tine to leap out at o win-
) dow § in'effecting which he was wounded, and had one
. Recaliof  of his fingers cut off. . His son was killed'; and he him-
b TR, aelf was st once go intimidated by this dumber, and filled
ki O with such a dagren of jealousy of his own officers, that
 hesolicited his reeall ; after which the military opers-
- tions against the Mahrattas for some time langnmheds !
This interval was inproved by thoir astive ehief for
Rt  the accomplishmient of one of his moss adventurons un.
(100 Sander of dertakings,—the plundering of Suxat, ot that tive the
B chief emporium of India, and perhaps the richest ity
in'the world.  Confident in its greatnes and wealth, the
citizons seem to have rested secure, hwrmg orly sugs
~ rounded it with o slight earthen wxl} incapabie of W- !
rétarding the intrepid bands of Sewea. That Teader,
according to gome suthovs, went in dirgdiss ‘thyee. ﬂm' :
throngh the town, marking the fitlest ohjects for abtack
Mock sieges. and plunder, © He then formed two eamps at onesy before
Bassein and Chaul, and seemed solely necupied in press
ing the sicgos of thess important places, when suddenly
he ordered the main body of his troops to withdraw from
bl fonner, leaving only small parties, who were instrast-
ed fo keep up lights, noise, and every appearance of a
(Gl army.  The Mahratta force thus presenited  itsolf
Sutden on. qmtwﬁexpected]; and entered Sumt without resistance,
suet O the governor retiring into the fort, while the Englishiand
Duteh remained within their fmb&nes 80 that the vie-!
- torions army for throe days ranged thmugh this vost
. city, busying themsslves in the approprintion of every
: '_{vahfabie attie&a on which ‘they mmld Iay their handa

a4 HEREOS AURFNGZLBEL
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The hooty in: treasare, jewels, and other premous c.,m- C'HAP m. 1N
wodities, was valued at a millions sterling, A Y

- Aurengzebe, more and more exasperated at b«s,.ug thus
baffled by a petty chicftain, deterinined to make the most il AT
vigorous efforts to ernst. him ; and with this view he sent Aures greke.
a formidable army under the maraja, or Mirza Ra,}ﬂh 4
gallant officer, who had been aceustoured to make. wH T in
a wountainous counirys The Mahratia was quite anable
to fiace this new eommander in ih¢ open field 5 andy
- castle after eastle being reduced, be was soon driven fo 8
more pemlous extremity than ever. At length Poors
undur, his main placeof strength, in which he hnd ledged
his family and treasure, was closely invested, witheut SRS T
any hope of his being able to relicve it.  He then FAVE, Submisiond
- up his eaozo ac dssperate ; and on reeeiving the pledged b
faith of the maraja, that he should £nd &t De]h.: safety
anil an honotivable reception, susrondered himself to the
Mogul.  He seems: to have gone to court with the ex-
pectation of being treated as an omrak of the first class,
and was therefore deeply mortified when ho found him-
self recoived by the emperor with studied contempt. and
comsigned to quits @ secondary rank, If we may be.
lieve some msp&bt&bla higtoriang. the danghter of Aui-
rengzebe, seeing the youny suranges from hehind a cav-
tain, became enamoured of him—of which Sevajee be-
ing apprized, he made overtures. for her hand, which
wate rejectod by the monazch with the. deepeat mﬁ;gna--
tion.  More diligent inquirers regard this tender intex-
{nde vs alta:;ethcr spoeryphal 3 but ab all events, the
discomfited chief saw himself a olosely-wutched and Contempig- -
unhenoured eaptive, in the hands of otie whose wiles were fn“:n‘t‘ :':t{ﬂm
a8/ deep s his own. . All hiy invention, thevefore, was :
oir the rack to effect his escape. Ha.vmg lalled the
suspicions of his keepers hy evunterfeiting madm&,
he contrived to. have himsclf and. his son deposited in
two Jarge boskets that hud been employed for carvying
sweetmeats, é@ud was conveyed fo a spot outside the city.
Herte, moanting in disguise a miserable horse, he travel-
Jed onward without suspicion to Muttra, and thence to
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CHAP IX. Benares and Juggernaut, taking this occasion. to visit

e

A.D. 1670, these holy seatsof pilgrimage. - From the: latter e went

: mm@ 0 round/ by Hydrebad, and ab length found himself amid

© eseape, Nis mative bills, with' his devoted and gallant followers
' nllying avound him. e R T

Rimizie bis| . Sevajee af once resnmed his predatory and victorisus
il : 3 L

ey caveer, which placed him in a state of avowsd warture
: with the Mogul; but Aurengzebe, disgusted, perbaps,
‘with the manner in which he hiad beon overresched, amd
oecupied witl the arms of Pexsia and the insuivaction of
the Patans, did not. for a long time direet ‘his atiention
to this marauder, who pillaged merely o wild distriot of
his dominions, The Mahratta prince’ accordingly ex.
- wended his ravages almost undisturbed along the western
Seeond plun. coast 5 e again plandered Surat, and «n & third ocsa !
XTI sion, though he did not enter, he levied a lagge conteis
' - bution.  In the sack of Rajapore, he robbed the Englisk
- factory of 10,000 pagodas, which, however, were after.
- wards repaids Singurh, a hill-fort, deemed nexs to e
 pregnabile; had been wrested from him by fawsine during
hislate dizasters ; buta thousand of his daring Mavuless;
mounting at the highest point by aladder of ropes, carried
: the' place sword iu hand, . Immedistely on his’ retim
Assumes the he had assumed the titles of royalty,and cavsed coing to
T Bies o107 bo stenok: bearing hismame. Henow deteruined to satisty
hig pride and dazzle his followers by a formal coronation)
modelled upon that of the Mogul, inswhich thé weigh-
ing against gold, nud other childish covernanies, wers not
omitfed. CGifts to an immense valne, hessowed o Bk
wins, gave lustre: to this as well ‘as to' seversl othey
palitical festivals, . I A T, e
In the yeor after his coronation, Sevajee was sized
with an jllness which confined him eight months ; but,
] : nﬁu_n'_;reco'wﬁng, be renewed his warlike operations on g
At ol move axtended seale than ever. Golconda, almdst st the
~ " oppesite side of the peninsula, and considered fax beyond
his resch, saw itself suddenly surronnded hy upwards of
12,600 Maloatta horse,  who rushed to the assault so
suddendy ae fo leave no. $ine to put the city in any pese

]
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FERINGY defenice, m.immm;msom. was pairl to_-sﬁr‘_e_ mmp m :

it from plunder s and tho assailant, haying entercdat the =0

hiead of a large body of followers, held an avdiencs on
quite au equal footing with its great and potent soves
reign, He even appears, without abating ‘any part of
Als elaim for ransom, to have formed an alliance for com-
man defetice. againgt the Mogul.  He penefrated next
year acrosy the tercitories of Bejapore into the Carnatic,
which afforded an entively new seene of sonquest. | He

Immense |/
Aoy

;.I'IW:ls“l.o.n of
the Carnatic,

made himself master of Gingee, Vellore, and other strong
places, in the nume of the King of Goleonda, but ¢are
fully garrisoned them with his own troops ; then pushed
L vigtories to the neighbourhood of Madias on the one,

side, and of Seringapatam on the other. After bis rebury
he alarmed and had neqrly obtained possessionof Bombag
hut haviug to encounter Dillecr Khan, the imperial géne-
val, to vihom Sambaice, his sony with the usual tveach.
ery of Indian princes, had desorted, he sustained a de-
feat, anct was' obliged to retreat to Ruyres. his capital,
Afterwards; being reconciled to the runaway, he set out,
wud makingan ADutaense circuit, seized near Burhanpoor
ularge: convoy bringing treasure to the enemy’s avmy,
He retorred tapiily and safely to his metropolis; but
the extreme fatigue of this journey, joined to what ho
had endured in so many other expeditions, cansed an jn:

flaramation. iu the Iuags, which terminated his life on g

the 5th April 1680, st the age of fifiy-three.  On re-

ceiving the tidiugs, Anrengzobe is said to have shown

Desertion of
hig son.

oxtraotdiusry marks of exultation ; having at the sime
tinte the magnanimity to bear witness to the great talents
by whiel, while he himself had been employed in soh.

verting all the ancient kingdoms of India, Sovajee had

is ri'enllh: Ry

been able, in definnce of nuraerons and well-appointeds:
armigs; to erect o néw one on a broad and firm basisy %0
+ The wharacter of Sevajee lins been variansly drawn Chaznekoe ol 4

though' the! delinestions appear to us, b the whole, Seajec

e i
y it

somewhat too favourabls, “Ile certainly presentod g
complets example of g charaoter not uncomraon in the
Fast or in barbarous countries; but seldom brought
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CHAP 1Y, Inte view in our happier forms of suciety ; in which the
a1, onaveh, pencral, purtiean, bindit, and even the expext
S G g blended in nesrly equal proportions, and ench
Ny iy DaTG is performed with eqaal sucecss, acvording o the

70 sceme on which it is acted,  Tn all these capacities Seva-
jee showed bimself what we shonld call an exeessively
£  dever fellow s and the history of his tricks and surprises,
L pepeated and exeggerated for the sake of amusewent, has
“0 L yendered hig name highly” popular among “the Hindoos, i
o Yet there scems nothing, either in his ‘objects of in his i
medd of pursting them, which ean entitle him to he -

_  rauked s great man, actuated by high or enlarged views
vmsenipik  of policy. Inegard fo his mooral qualitivs, again, it seams
NG iffieult 1o aseribe auy ruerit (0 the man who serupled

- at'mothing whatever by which be vonld compass his ame

U bitious designs; for if he bad the pnciples of fuith ot

. henour, it is obvious that they were never allowed to
© interfere with any imporcant inferest,  Not tohave beer
. addieted to wanton cruelty is, indeed, o an eastemn war,
 rior, o subject of praisc 5 yet blood was never spared by
- him #f the shedding of it copld serve a purpose.  Pers
haps; had he ever attained the peicesble possession of an.
' extensive kivgdom, he might have atoned for the evils
‘which kig predafory warfare inflicted, by a beneficent
and protecting systera ; bub for this le had searcely an
shnplleity of oppertunity, At the same tine his habits were simple
TATNES  and fevmperete ; He mingled frunkly and’ familialy
' with ‘his' followers ; and, without gnard or precaution,
felt himself smong them alwaysin perfect safety. He
Wiy steictly obiervant of the rites of the Hindoo ve-
ligion, professing in its causc the most fervent zeal; nor
 woald we hastily promounce this attachment to have
- been purely political, though it yroved one of the chic
. instraments of his aggrandizement. e proclaimed
. himwself its champion against the bigoted ‘enmity, dege-
bp nerating at last into persecuting zeal,. wuanifested by

Heoeson ghe prevuature decinse of its foundéy, Sambajee, dccords
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Cing to the, usrml fate of an. Indmn rinee, opened hig cmun % A
career by contending with & brother for the sovam:gntr 3 n Tas
He was nexi invaded by a large Iﬂugul foree 3 bui, " :
showing himself not an 1qu:tthy descendant. of i :L‘}‘;;‘,ﬂ A
father, compelled it to retire with great loss, = Aurong.
zebe, however, svon after wards pushed all his armics
mto the D&Gﬂaﬂ, With the view of makmg o final con- Aurengrene’s:
quest of the south of India.  He commenced, as wahave i“l,;“g;ﬂ;’f.
already related, \mh the enbiré: reduction of the.. .
doma: of Bejapore and (;olcunda, which had $0 l’cmg j
brayed his power,. He then turned his whole atiay '
towards the Myhuattas, and. began fo practise against,
them their own axts, Havmg learned from one of lns
spics that Sembajee, i the porsuit of the brveguler
pledsures to which he was addicted, had set out almost
unattended, hﬁ %nt a, detar'hmant of Enldlel"ﬁ who sur~ Sambajec’s
prised. and made him prisoner.  The emperor, according gy and
to_his usnal ungenerous conduct, ordered the captive to
be wmedxatel}' put to desth, and is slleged even to have
feasted his #yes on the sufferings which thai aafortngte
prince bore with wshal eu furtitude, The final down-
fal of the .Mahmbtp. cause was now fully antmpﬂtc.d
but Ramay a b of 51_3,9 dec%acd hastened to. .the ik brother
Carnatic, and comentrated. his. n'oqp; round the almm anﬂ»
imapregnable fortress of Gmwa the reduction of which S
interenpted by deaulbary warfare, ogeupied the iy
army several years,  Msantime t.ha Eeop!a. thirou
their native mountmns, were. muﬂtmng thqu' irreguls
hands, with which they qugd doym, not only upon.
newly-conguered countries of Goleonds and Bejapore,
bii even upos the old bemuﬁanea. of Cmdemh,'._ Al iy
and Berar. i i

The Mahmtta, urm}, whmh wad deatmed for mmc Mahra 3
than a ceniury to exercise, g\‘eat influence over the for. i
tanes. of India, was, like that of the Mugul, omnposad
(}uaﬂ_} of cuuhy‘, Lut very differently organized.. ‘The
lattor, cased in strong defonsive armour, rode heavy nind
powerful steeds, while the ehiafs, mounied on elephants,
wete encloscd i g species of fortifieation, buch QA
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oHap 1x. drons, when acting on the vast plaing of Hindostan Pro-
CAD e Tepo. DTy 0T/ even ok the wide and Tevel table-lands of the
Dieean, bore down all opposition, . But Mabarashtra s
I &“ﬂ“:ﬂmfm rexion of hills neither so lofty mor 8o rugged as to
obatruet altogether the movement of hqﬁmst':a et not
affording ground on which the enornous misses of
. hogvy cavaley could make their impetudts chinge.
The mlmbltnnts, therefore, raised a force suited to their
conntry and to their own habits, composed of suall,
ewift, active horses, with riders lightly dressed a:nd
eqmpped fittod for mnarch rather than' i‘or haftla to
“sweep over o wide extent of tewritory, and retury with-
out, allowing an enemy to overtake them. They were
interpaixed with infantry, svmed partly with m*\hcbloeka,
. pﬂrﬂy with arrows ; but the favourite national weap
' Annuat covi- i the spear, with a shott sword and shield. An aomt al
| pugh o eampaign was regularly. opened at the rindnation of
b  the north-wost monsoon, and announced by the hmsbing
of the ghoonda ox royal standard, “In forrhing a caxap,
 the flag of the prince or general i fipst d:splayed whénee
the bazaar or range of ahopa extends in o parallel line
from front to rear, Along these,on eacly side, the chiefs
raise their ensigns, around which their’ foﬂowers, with
Modo of pro- their horses and catele, erowd in masses. . The ariny sots
vislon, - foyth without any provision except whot can be ¢on-
tained in two cotton bags or pouches thrown over the
frout of each rider's saddle. They mareh onward, trust-
(ing o supply all theie wants on their route, exthet by
foreible seiznre, or by means of the’ nummtw fmu-
TR el o m&relmnts who resort to.a Hindoo encamp-
 Systeowtle ment a8 i market $ir their commoditits.  Althoagh
panderplunder i indispensable, it i not parsued by Tawlesy
. wviolenee, nor does esch individual trooper npproprm.te to
 himgelt wiat falls into his hands, Tt is extorted from
‘the rich sceording to.a rogalar system, and the produce
iy thrown into the public stock, A liberal pay is llowed
 fo tie eoldier, not indeed alwasys very regulatly distri-
hmd, bt be is indulged in great freedota while sting
fﬂx’m hqmdmm. «Tu t.hesé exansiong the troopit ot only

l‘
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toad t’hemaalvea With booty, burf. #dd mrch to *hen- mum- AR :
. bers ; for men of an adventurous spirit," who have no i D i
wie to home,l _rf they can only provide a Hovse ars easily it
induced to join the rankes of this roving army. Thus the ﬁ";’ﬁ;@;" X
Malratta foree, withont any decisive victory, swelled as :
it prnceedod and ever: amid sucéessive: defeats, while

losing battle after battle and castle aftor castle, they

continued to overspread the extensive provinees of Can-

deisli, Malwa, and B:mr, and o 6(:0\111y 2 large poﬂ.!m

quentml India, AT ' bk

The latter yeam of Aurengzabl, t.lmugh they wetn SR e

not marked Dby any serious rTeveise, and though his ;’:{,‘8“““‘-‘“‘ N
power eontinned on the whole unbrolrm were yet ren- ‘
dered gloomy by the disappointment of soveml inpor.

tant enterpnses, ard by the many vmens of decline

which  thickened around his empire,  His bizotey,
" always mcma&ng, impetied him at Jength to the moss,

violent, measutad for extivpating the Hindoo religion,
The superb templeg of Muttra and Bonares were raged nigoted ret
to the gre 'd"umsefﬁ, s eveoted on their site.  The

pagoda of Abmedsbud, one of the most splandid of {he
national stimctiires descerated by killing & cow
within its wal , viewed by the super-

ptitions people with eepest horror, did not indeed
excite them’ o dive 'bem'dn- but still they spreag
tl:mughout ‘the ﬁmﬁm a nnivmal ‘detestation of fhe
Mogul yolke, and an. eager:' &ispomtioh to mﬂyroundan LR
‘standard vhether cvected by a chief v gmremwom. S
Mo them may be aseribed o a great menvure the rapid muihenceion
4 1 ogress of the Mahmtta stﬁte, anid ‘the suceessfil vedst. }’;‘] popudar
“ance of the petty Rajpoot priﬂtlpaLtwa T dayloe o i
'Anrengzcba were also more and more imbittered by the
 diggosition which hiy children showed to  follow his
:exarnpl W Mr::hnmmed his eldest son, had alveady died
o in prwm,—nthe mmishmenf of rehdlmn Dnrmg @
dangarous 1llnrm, under which he suffered o8 an cqely
period of his reign, Shal Allum, the second; had too
~clearly shown How intently his mind was ﬁ‘xeéi ot the
suceession 3 and though he had \done nothing nhsolutely
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cruAp X undutifiel, or which would have Justified his disgrace,
a1, the intercourse between him and his father was ever
ufter marked by suspicion and distrust, Akbar, another
f mﬁgg’,;j, son, distinguished by the high rank of his mother, was
sons, guilty of open insnrrection, and joined sugcessively the
hostile. standards of the Mahrattas and the R&Jpootn

Two others, Azim and Kaum Buksh, weee near him -
in his lest illness ; and he foresaw too L!earlv that his
death would he the sigmal for dreadful confliots, to be
terminated only by the blood of all his male desumg«
anta exceptrone, Amid these troubles and gloomy
- - prewntunenta the fatal term at length arrived ; he
His deatn,  expived iu his camp on the 21st February l?O.,m ‘the
: nmuty’-\ﬁ)ur‘h year of his age, and in the forty- nmth of

Batimate of ’mgf;ormns have fmmd much (hfﬁoulb in fo:rgnmg a
| Mischamc onpoct eatimate of the chazaeter of this extraordivary
AL . monarch, g ceimes, written in deep and legible
' .« characters, cannot he concealed, while the general tenor
of his 1ife was marked by many virtues,  In the admi-
niatmtmn of justice he was assiduony and mpartlul e
was liable neither to fits of PAsSion. nor eaprice ; hjg.;_--
charities were almost unbounded, and he usunlly show.
ed much concern for the welfare of his people, ‘311:-' '
riunded Ty the most anaple means of Yeentious indul-
gence, of which the exam ple had heen sef, by t,lm greutest" ;
;’;;:ﬁfcﬁ;ﬁ‘)‘ﬂ of hig predecessors, the habits of his private life were.
pure and even austere. Qur opinion of his chsu:rwg‘
miust be materially affected by the degrae aﬂ credit..
which we attuch to that religious pmfemon w]a_wh lie.
maintained through life with so much apparent zeal,
It is exposed to much suspicion, from the manifest
' ration with which it was sometimes exhibited,
; and still fhore from its having been nade an instrament,
. of ambition, and ¢ven of crimes, Yet there sceims reason
. to beliove that, as in the case of Cromwell, whom in
 many respeets lie recembled, theve may have been,
. beneath a good deal of interested and hy poeritical, pt'e- '
| tension, o fund of sincerity. This conclusion seemsy
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stt*engthened by s perscontion of t.ha dindoo’ rﬂligwh,
the imprudence of whick, in & worldly point of view,
was too manifest to bave empcd a prince of his penetra.
“tion, and, howswer blamable in itself, muss, in the Pro-

fessor of & creed essentially intolerant, admxt of gomn.

pallistion. There seeros reason to bahew that amid ﬂm
greatest aberrotions his moral feelings mmamed strong

fm;’ : x; L
LD, 1708,

Evidema nf S
his- glnesriey.

that though the tempest of ambition, when it arose,

swept all Before it, the deeds to which it prompted hJ.m
were afterwards a sub']ett of painful remorse, ' The blgoc

of his kindred which be had shed seeins never to have

beon efficed fvom his mind ; so that, seated on the.

gréatest throne of the world, and possessod of every quds

lity which could suppott and adoxn it, Aurengzebe was
miserable. Several letters have been preserved, writ ten
$0 his somss in the prospeat of death, which are apparentl y
genuine, and give & striking pietare of the emotions
felt at the approaeh of thatawful honr when the eatthly

greatness which be had purchased at so dreadful a price

was about to disa ppm He says,—* Old age is arrived :
wcuknm' ubdiies m and strongth bas forsalcen all my
Hinba, ' T came i_s_tl;&:ggr into this world, anri a stmgtu‘
1 depart. | 1 know ﬂuug of wiyself, what I am, and
for what.
power ‘hath lafi. Oﬂiiy SOITOW bﬂhmd R o hmre 1ot bet
the guardian sad protector of the empire. My yalna

iy l‘l_,__z._nnrét_g_{. iy R

Ligtiors to his
BONS,

tined,  The instant which passed in 3

tine hag heen passad valni L had & patrop in my. i

own dwelling (ﬁoﬂﬂﬁienca), haﬁ h:s glorxans hght WK

ungaen by oy dim sight—I brought nuthmg into this
world, and, except the infirmities of man, carcy nothing
ont, ' I have a dread for my salvation, anc with what

torments T yaay be punished. . Though I have strong

veliance on the mercies and bounty of God, yet regard-

ing my actions fear will not quib me; but when I am

gone,. reﬂcotjon “will nat remaine—My lu.ck is bent with
wedkness, and my feet have lost the powoers of motiot.
The breath whieh roge is gone, and left not gven Hope

hehind it I have committed numerons crimes, and.

Kuow not with what pumsllrnents I may b seized.~



304 DECLINE OF THE MOGUE DYNAGTY.

The guardianship of a people is the trust b'y God com- - °
Taitted to my sons,— 1L resign you, your mother, and son,
to God as I’ myself am going. - The agories of denth
come ‘apon me fast.—Odiporee, your mother, was 4

partaer in my illness, and wiches to accompany me. ju

- -death § but every thing has ils appeinted timo,«-1 ai
< poing. Whatever good or evil T'have done, it was for

- you.~Noone has seen the departure of his own soul s
but T see that mine is departing.”’ T R et

Shah Allony's © On the death of Aurengzebe, the struggle for empive
Wy oy inmmediately commenced ; yet it was neither o obstinate
o nor so bloody as hind boen: anticipated. Shah Allnr,
‘the' eldest son, and whose cause was embraced by the
‘more pawsrfal party, was of a temper peenliarly miild
‘gnd amiable; he made the most libeval offers to his
. brothers, proposing to gmnt them the government of
. some of the finest provinces; but, ambition and eyil
advisers urged them on to try the fortune of bagtle.
- They were vanguished's one of them. was killed in the !
field, the other put an end to his own life; nud Shah
- Allum, by painful steps, but withont guilt, ascended the
¥, by - bl e R RS
Hix peacetul  The' ehief ‘aim of this monarch seemns fo have, been
P to restoro peace to the erupive, even at the cost of
) vesigning some of the pretensions advaveed by its valers
during the long period of progressive prosperity.i Fe
effeeted an accommodation with the Rajpoots, on' terme
which required from | those haughty chiefs Jittle mare
than the shadow of snbmission, The Mahrattay, dusing
the Jatter part of the reign of Aurengzebe, had offered
1o ceaso thelr depredations on condition of receiving the
chouty o fourth pmt of the revenus of the districts
which ‘were exposed to their inroads ; but that proud
_ #overeign, though unable to repel them, indignautly
 rejected the iden of listening to proposals mads by the

. Amicanle are leaders 'of a predatory horde.  Shah Allum, heweyer,

: :;;';‘;'}?:ﬁm ﬁ__nc_{_hlg that tie empire did ziot afford the means of sub-
Mabrins - duitg thete plindevers, determined, wisely perhops, to
L advede to their terms, and thereby to deliver soveral of

£l il



" his’ ﬁaest pmvmb'es frorn so dreadful & scourge CH
. pther occasions, when' eirenmitinces were more fa.vmﬁ A
able, he showed himself not destitute either of enterprige
. onmilitary, skitl o These qualities he had) occagion t0
o display agiinst a now SRSty who n.hout thm tima ma. M
m{;u politieal importance. | | o ' -
GWhe Sikhs or Seiks umde thau ﬁrst. appeamuee dur- l*u'st A)Jpeuf
@‘ﬂ:u veign of Baber simply s o veligious sect, Nan Soie
‘mn, #he foutider; is said to have heen an aviiable.snd
intelligent man, of a mild and philosophic terapagwhoy,
seeing withipain ‘the violent dissensions between the
‘votaries ¢f the Hindoo snd Mohammedan creeds; formed
& sehume by means of which he hoped to effect axecons |
eilistion. | Borrowing some of the leading ceromonienof
“cach, he endeavonred to inoulcate the grand principles
of o superintending providetice and a future retribution
‘acknowledged by both. The numbers of the Seiks St
apidly muimphed, being swelled by accessions from ﬁ;,‘; o
othler sects ; but they atill conducted themselves as peace-
‘citizens; and, wader the philosophio reigns of Akhar
and his‘émmuﬂista successors, suffered not tha plightest
molestation, Jtiwas the pemsecuting bigotry of Aureny-
zobe whieh converted them into mortal cnemies, «(He
cantsed  their chief or: patriarch; Toeg Bahadur, to be
seizedy hmﬂghi‘- to the fort of Gwalior, and Ahereiputio L
deathe  This furidns procoeding chang "ntlmly the Infiiengeof |1
character of the. paopia.,.fsnd Gaomg Guvms}, son to the Gt
‘aurdered) pralst.e, devoted lis whole Jife to the task of
vengeance, - He sncceeded ininspiving alll his followers (s
wzt.h the ‘sime sentiments; and, having amied and
mounted them, he changed pesc'eful falirs into daving R
“{roopers and fierce marauders. Being obliged, bowever,
~with these newly-levied bands; to encounier Aureugaab, e
i the plenitude of his zeal and. power, he was quable
to make an offectual resistance,  His troops were soat=
tered 30 his two sons were taken and put to deaths
he hirselé hecnnia's hopeless exile ; and, overpowered G
" by so many calamities, died bereft of reason, . But the Danth of

LrOuron
spirit of fhe (ssovintion didnot smk . on the contrary, ity
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cHAP. 1¥. wnder the pressure of wrong and suffering, it become
i 5‘__”'10 more savage and resolute then ever,  Atter lurking for

| many yesrs amid the hills snd fastuosses on the rude .
border of the Himmaleh, thaj' were encouraged by the
. death of Aurengzelo agair to approach the northern
pasds,  proviness, They were now led by Banda, & follower of
WAt the late ehief, who assumied also the mame of Goovoo
' Govind 3 end thou- devastations are represented to have.
been tmly dreadful, inspired by an imbittered feeling of
revenge, and an eatire disregard of humanity, Banda
had acenpicd ‘in:hmd when he learnad that the emperor
with his whole fome was advabeing against him ; he
: : then foll back upon Daber, a hillsfort situsted among
\ the, ateepu of Himmaleh, on an elevated swnmit which
. eould bs approached onl)r by cvaggy yooks and ravines;
According to the acconirt of Eradut Khan, whe appears
to have been present, his majesty regarded the ponltwn‘ ;
03 so shrong that he wished to decline the atfack, ard
proposed rather to remain inactive, and, by appesring |
i o afreid of the enemy, to allure them into the open field;
asantbor  The Khan Khanan or general, however, was animated -
PP with s more daxing apirit 5 and having ohtained pernis-
sion to advance with a part\ to reconnwitre, be imme-
diately began to attack and drive the emomy from the
heights surrounding vhe fortress, This socess ronsed the
military ardovr of the vehole a my, who instautly rushe:!
forward in great numbers to join in the asseult ; and their
imperial leader, with mivgled anger and satisfaction,
saw his troops, in defiance of his injunction, cavrying all
co. befoe them, They had driven the enemy into the cen-

. wal fort, which, relying chiotly. oi the atrength of ity
approaches, wos not caleulated for suy seviona resistance ;-
but: darkness now fell, and the commander cnntented -

- himself with closing all the avenues, and keepiog sirict

 Facaps ot fhe wageh, theough the night,  1n the morning, however, he

i was disappointed to fingd that, by & narrow path which

and eluded his notice, the Seik chieftain had effected his
- tsenpa, and was retrenting into the wildest vecesses of
. the Hmnmleh I-lu progress, notwithstanding, wag

! 306  prenve oF THE MOGUL DYNANCY.
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chiecked for' the present, though' the sect vetained their omar. 1%, |
power unbroken, and were destined af, g later periodito ST

ko conspicuous part on the Gioawre of Tndis, SR

* Shah Allum, aceording to the account of Exadat Khap, Character ot

who  enjoyed his intimate confidence, appears to hairé_?“““:f'f"'“‘.""._ 4
hieen one of the most ascomplished and amisble princes, R
that ever swayed the seeptre of India, Ilis liberality
though consured by some a8 extreme, vvaq always exerted |
towards the mest deserving objects, 1T was strongly "L
attached to the Moslom faith, and deeply versant in ifs
thoologyy whiih die shudiéd, however, in' Jiberal mans
ner, making himself sequainfed with the opinions of all
sects, and even of fiseihinkers, to a degree that some- Bt
what soandalizid the more ¥igid doctors.  Instead of tho Ansame
dark: jeslcusy which had nsually veigned between he disvestsiom 0
members of the Mogul family, he had seventeen goms, e
grandsons, and nephews, constantly sented at his table,
who showed no disposition to abuse this kind confidence,
Though hedid not possess the full energy suited to the
trying eiretmstonves of his govermmout, his moderation

- and the general rexpect in which he was held might,

- probably huve averted tho calumities which mpended
ovey this groat eimpire ;' but nnhappily, after 2 reign of

five yonrs; he was seived with o violeut illness, and died fus wents.

in s camp ab Tabovelin thecyear 112,/ (T U
He left four rong, who, notwithstanding their peaceful strogats e
conduet during his Iife, isemediately hegan to conteng Mo empie.
with/one another for the empire, The cause of Mofz"
ud-Dien, the eldest, was espoused by Zulfecear Khnn,
'“‘“'ra:, oné of the most powerfnl of the omrahe, who succe adod
 indefeating and putting: *o decth the three others, and

placing the cravpon the. 4 of this prines, who assui.

~ed ‘thy nama of Jehander shali. | The new mouarch, Acceston of
howe ver, was found whelly ineapable of supporting, even gﬁ‘w“; ey
with, an  appearance of decency, the exalied rank 6"
which he had been elevated.  Negleoting nltogether the

- business of the state, he abandoned himself to dissolute.
ness, and was even seen strolling in'the viemity of Telbi
inthe company of mean aud abandoned fomales.  fn g
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CHARIX. govemment. of s little vigour, theve were nof wanting
L I;”fuls bold spirits to avail themselves of the ﬁpportUrzmy whtich
" the Wweak character and bad administration of the em-

,};;;‘:;3%’“* pemr had ereated. Two brothers, Abdoolla and Fus-

denh”  ein, who boasted the high rank of Syeds, or deseend-

' . abts o the Prophet, undertook to recomimend & sucoes-
sor, inwhose name they might yule Hindostan, They
nominated Feroksere, the' offy zrmg of Azim Oashatm, pEllpel
who was the fovourite don of Allum, An' mny A

© was soon raised, and though Zn tfeco,ar bravely defm&éd'-"l' :
- the unworthy ob;ect whom he had placed on the throne,
DSce L e was, after a short rstruggle entm,ly overthmwn, umf.
- hoﬂl he and his master put to death.’

g‘“}"‘g’mﬂ FifThe. Syeda baving thus elevated then‘ e&ndidsbe to
AL power, Gonsidered him as thelr vassal, and proceeded to
zdminister the exopire af thelrpleawre. They dim,owmﬂ-
no want of vigour in the conduct of ’aﬁam. Bands,
 the Seik prines, baving descended ta the plains horder-
ing on the Tndus, was defeated, taken, and put to death

- with the most cruel tortures,  The great omtahs, how-

ever, soon hegait to murmur af the supremacy of these

chiefs; Bven the emperor himself felt their. yoke -

dersome 3 and favourites were also found who exhorted

him to subnut no longer t6 this thmldcmx, but to assuma

bis tronbles yeal power in his own person.  Thus bis rolen of seven
" Aotihe years was spent in u continued. sevies of inirigues, the

isseeof which was that the byf-ds conn pletelv P evailed,

put Feroksere to death, and looked around for another
high-born pagennt on whom to confer the serabilance: of

L s wncoss . overeignty.  They chose first glw’fr-y'ﬂludﬂou of An.

L e vengzzohe by his rebellious son ..ba,r ‘but infive aonths
he died of conszaption. N his hmfhu' Ruffehl
Dowluh was vamed to suce -4, hus he survived his ofe-
‘wation:only three months, “whe Syeds then placed on
. the throne Rooshun Akter, a grandson of fbhd}] Allym,

s . under the name of Mohammed. Shah,
 Mowmmed o This prince, like Feroksere, paid at fizst 1tnp11clt ﬂafer..
g ; enge to the two individuals who had raised hi to the
eumpire 3 but he also soon listened to other counsellors,
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who ‘exhorted him to emane:pafa himgelf fmm their mm rx

tyrannical sway. "He was'ap Jength induced to join in a4 n 1'-'3‘3 Atk

regular conspiracy formed for that purpos. ‘A misan. Al

demtandmg had arisen’ between the two' brothers and
 Nigam-ul-Malk, a powerful chieftain who Leld tho go- -

vernment of .Msdw:a, and refused to resign it ap their

manﬂa.ne. ]'t was arranged that the emperor and Huaqei_n- i

should set, out together and subdue this refrctory coras ol

msmder. JA\ ‘plot ior the assassma,tton of the Eyed Iwas motmm;

however matured ; the thiee conspirators cast lols whieh s

of t}mm shuu]d do the deud, and it fell wpon one whooe

name was Hyder." Appr om,hmg the palnnqum in'which
 Hussein was sented, a3 if to nresont 4 petition, the mur

derer dtab’hed him 80 dexterouily that he died v a few

moments, o had only time to show his suspieion of

the motive by ealling ouf, * Kill the dmperor 1 and his

nephew, at the hiead of a fow resolute soldiers, made a
. desperate effort to fulfil this dying injunction ; bas pre- '

cantions B.‘xﬂ been token against the atiempt. Mohaia- Traniph of
hed upon Delhi, where the remaining ¢ %"
__mg to, mnke i stand, sot up a new monarch
a:my 3 'but he wis “defeated and talken
__ made his t:iumphal mtry mtq t!le ;
e hegun fo veign. el

But he was :o--adﬁnaﬁ in full possession 0'\1’ sove- mmmb B
reign power than he disphiyed ‘that incapacisy whieh ¢0:
seemed to be now inherent fn the Nogul race. Ha had
{wo able and ‘not nnfaithful tnintsters, Nizanul-Mulk
and Shadut JKlan 3 bot, disgusted with their grve and
-mvme TANDOTS, he resigned  hiraself to youthfal el
visens, who were easily found within the precincts: of 4
court.  Those two chiefs, irvitated ¢t finding themselves
,tlms overlookad, withdrew, and endeavoured to establish BRe
‘& geparate authority other quarters; Nitam in the Rhml m,,,
‘Deccan, where he has transmitted his nume und title to i‘ﬁnc: o 11
a race of princes still nnmuuﬂly independent ; and Sandut b3y ’““"'_
in Oude, where a branch of his family likewise contbnues
o reign.  In this exisiz the Mahrattas, who hud: ‘heen
wntmually exctending the range of their incursions, began
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openly to contend for the empire, < After overruniing
the greater part of Malwa and Guzerat, they puched
forwand to the very gaies of Agra, and strack ferror into
the tmperial capitol.  Saatut Khay, who' alons seerved

to/ retain any vegnrd for the honour and safoly of the
state, marched down From Oude, and gave them so graat_
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an overthrow as would have complet: 1y broken their

power; had he been permitted to follow it up 5 but the

Incapgalty or Woak emperor desired oporations to be suspended till k;ﬁ:h
He emperor. fayvourite minister shonld have collected tmops, and

mgrehed forth to take the chief command, j
‘then refived in disgust ; after whicl the enemy mlligd, )

made a fresh incursion a5 far as Delhi, plondered the
environs of that capital, and refurned laden with hooty
to Malwa. DBut, asif this combination of brbecility with

~ infegtine wir were not enough, an assault: from nbmml,'

of the most formidahle cha.mvter, hﬁm upon the h:.ukmg'

. fabric of the Mogul curpire.

X 'mufs‘imm ;

Cinvade |
Persio,

- Persia, had boen tecently exposed to the moat ﬂolent'-'
revolutions. The Afghans, s watlikce vace inhabiting
the momntsinous region which separaies that contitry -
fvom India, took advantage of the weakness into which
tlie once-powerful dyuasty of the Sophis had sunk. They
marched info its tercitory, defeated ita troops, and laid

Siewe of Tepn Close siege to Ispahan,  Having vednced that capitnl,

hat

© The chigf
Nadir,

they put'to death Flussein, the veigning sovereign, w;th
all his family except one son, vamed Thamas. This
young prine¢ songht refuge axiong the pastoral tribes
who ocenpy those elevated plaing which extend over a'
great part of the Persian cmpive. These hardy and
warlike shepherds, anfmated with loyal and pateiofie
feelingy, warmly espoused the eawe of this last branch
of ‘their royal house, and assembled round him in vum.-
bers, which became every day more formidable. Anong
thase yolunteers a young chief, named Nadit; but whe

o this occdsinn asanwned the title of Thamas Kowuli

KChan, or the noble slave of Thimas, soon distinguished
himself by such zeal and ability as vaised'hiro £ be their
loader. After having gained suecessive victorics, he at
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Ieng-th xetook Ispahan, and drove the invaders coms LHAP 1%

pletely out.of the empire. In the course of so many | ‘=0

sucecsses, the troops contracted 8 stronger attachment o i

Nadir than to him for whom they had taken up axmg; m“_"-

- and this hold chief, finding hiweelf within reach of the '

supvema power,placad the prines under yestraint, allow.

ing him the mere epithet and shadow of royslty, He.

afterwards put. out his eyes, aud seized the kingdos, to

I own person, under his original name of Nadir bha]x. : il
The new monarch was 1ot content to be waster, of man ‘man. A,

Pem.u i “but, confident in the bravery and affection of his NI

followers, be resolved to, carry lis conquests dnto the 0

nedglibonriog countiies. . He invaded the territory of the reprisais on

Afghans themselves, and having vedueed Cabul and Can. 1 Al (0

dahar, at length approa.med the frontier of India. He #

pl_,'_u&sg_ed_to have no intention' or wish to pencizate into

that regiony--for which: historians in general give him

credit ; hut we should hesitate in aseribing to the daring

umrpermmucll woderation. At all events, suflicient

grounds or pretences were not long wanting. .A.mlmbez

of his wmtrgman who had fled from him foundau

asylum in Hindostan, An ambrssador aud his eseort,

whom he sent to iemand that these fugitives shonld

be delwered py were mmdmd by the inhabitants. of

dellalabad ; uzzd ‘Mohammed, uuder the advice of his Polly of

arrogant and iraprudent courtiers, refused to grant satis- »formmmmt

faction {or this outrage. = The Perdian prince advanced,

buening for revenge, and,. pxn}mbly not. without some

‘secret anticipation of ulteriox objects, ruarched with such

rapidity, by way of Peshawer snd Lahore, that he was.

 within four days’ march of Delhi before the supine em-

peror was aware of his approach. . The lutter then hastily.

mustered his troops, and obtained the able assistance of ARG

‘Sagdut Khan; but that officer, not duly awore of the ot Km0

high talexit amd valour, opposed to him, comnitted the = ' 0 oo

futal exvor of qmctmg his intrenchments, and hazarding

an engagement - the field with the veteran forces of

. Nadir, Hhe effemit, > vig mp of an Indian host was quite

anfit bo eontend with the: * de valour of these pastors)
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CHAP. XX, ba‘ud“ henee the imperial army Wtqt&llyruul;ad and
| AD. Tas8. thﬁircnmmander taken, Aserios of transactions now fol-
R lowed, which are wot very distinetly related %y histo-
L Mohuaiary vians. Sandut, it is said, negotiated s trvity, hy ‘which the
Codmny 0 sther nereed to ovacuate the empire on the payment of
| © . asubsidy of two crores of rmpees (two williony sterling).
‘The Persian seemed 50 entirely satisfied with this arrange-
ment, that, the cmperor and Nizam-ul-Mulk besitated
. mot'to visit Tiitn, and thus put themselyes within the
. - grasp of the invader, Thon, however, as i8 reported, the
| Alleged eaptive genetal, disappointed at bndmgthat the office of
L S O vizier which ho clafmed as the reward of this serviee,
GO  was to be conferrad on the nizam, disclosed to the > enemy
‘the sesret of the nubounded wealth containud in ‘the
pnlnce and capmﬂ of Tndia, and for whmh two orores of
| Tiipees Werss a most inadequate ragsomy ‘Wo phould
requive fuller evidence hofore' we ‘could heliove ‘such
treachery in one whosc gondnet had hitherto heen so
“honourable ; nor was it Tikely that $he riches of Dolhi
' A were B Ht.tla kmown 23 to be confined 1o the hououx and
Pubabie  fidelity of ‘a single chief. 'May wd not sippose, with -
VGrof  greater probability, that the terms'of the treaty were
discassed by Nud;r,‘*a.nd lis friendly professions made,
seh'ly to indnece the emperor and the nizam {6 cominiit
Jthe almost incredible inprudence of placing thernselves
in his power. | Certain it i, that living thus obtained
poisession of ‘their perdons, he marched ﬁ)rward “and
made fimgelf master of the metmpolm.
: * litended Nadir séems fo have enteved it with: thtr intenﬁon
| moderation. of oting mioderntely, and of protocting. ‘the inhabitauts
' from outrage,  For two days the strietest discipline was
ohgerved 5 but vnfortunately, in the course of the seeond
~night, o rumour was eprend of his denth, when the Hin.
Ruati attack  dovs, emiboldened to a vain resistance, kﬂledanumbar of
Ly e v g grooys. | Their commander, whose fierce spirit had
- been with difficulty réstrained, roused fo the ntmost fury
by this outrage, issued orders for a genersl magsiere in
_ fvery house or lane where the body of a murdered -
! Porsiant eounld be found, Tl mid-day ‘the streets of
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Deihi streamed with blood ; after which the vonqueror CBAR Ix
' guffered himself to he appedicde—and 50 complete 8 A 5 ms
eontroldid be exercise over hj_s--}f;llde-&llo:ﬁ._erg,;;,_h_,qi:; a{;}u’sx W

mandate the sword was inmediatoly sheathed, The im- ey L

perial repositories were now ransacked, and found to Vet
-eontain sprcie, rich vobes, ‘and, shove all, jewels to an

almost iperedible value.  The Mogul emperors, stice 2
 the first accession of theix dynasty, hiad been indefutigable R
_in the collection of these objects from avery quarter, by
presents, prchage, or fori iture 5 and. the store had b

sontinuglly angmented vithout, suffering any alienation,
- on heing exposed to foreign’ plunder. | The. invaders
. continued during thirty-five days to extiact, by threats,
torture, and every severity, the hidden treasures of that
splendid capital, . Historians hesitate not to ostiropte the
spoil sarrled off by the Iianian momareh and his o cery )
at thirty-two millions sterling, of which at least one-ha!f T

N¥as %‘Il di'mds 'md Qtrhqriewelﬂ. Ak S i

. Nadir.made no attempt 1o rofain India, though it lay Avandon.
prostuate st hisfect. He had probably the sagacity to per- Tione ™

ceive that so vast a country and Persia were incopable

of being united into ove kingdom, - He contented himself

with estetng he cesion of Cabul, Candabar mdallthe
provinees west of the Indus s the, seating Mohamwmed Festoration
‘anew on the Mogwl: rﬂmphcsnv:huﬁma sadinty SE AN G
advices, and departed witbout leaving a soldicr or vefain-
ing ofortified post in Hindostan, Vet the empirs, alveady
greatly sunk, lost by this discomfiture the little yempant |
of respect which it had - hitherto. eommanded, L;Jjg.‘;-]},-ar_xfnd?pma,\ i
hileuad, a'hilly district closely contignous to the capital, i Relnema,
some refupes chiefs of the Afghan race, with the R IN S
mbabitants of the country itself, formed &u independent
state, which defied the Daperial power.. Fhey wetey, it
s true, obliged to give way before the nuited foree of
.i;}';_ef-_visim‘ and the Nabob of Oude ; bui they held them-
ongelves in readiness to take advantage of those convulsions
to which the sucdessors of Akbur wers constautly. l;.i_»

L Comung piore and riore exposed. o A
... The western nations had learned the ioute to. Delhi



S,
314 DECLING OF THE MOGUY UYNASTY.

guap, 1 und were not Jikely o forget it, . Nadiry eight years
oD arer, After leaving Tndia, was assrusinated in bis tent at Me-
O EE N edydn IKChorasan's whereupon the daninion which had
L el hoen formed by him, and kopt together by his pru-
Y amea | denes and vigour, fell quickly o pieces, Abmed Ab-

(L abdallas - dalla, one of hig officers, an Afgban by birth, being joined
w0 by part of the army, bostened home, and forthwith ;
L proelainied hinuawlf kiog of his ative land, and, draid
i the distiactions that followed - the death of his mudter,
S anoceeded without difficulty tn making good hiy claim,,

4 Finding himself thusscated in the nadisturbed possession,
' of & stroug country, With a brove populstion, which.
 had offen given conquerors to tindostan, he could not
o vesish the temptation of following the foristepn of Nadir,
. In 1747 he passed the Indus, plandered the oity of B

" hind, and defusted the vizior, who fell i the engage:

mont 5 but, berng disconcerted by semie wnespected ob-
 stackes, and partienlasly by the explosion of a niagazine,

0 e did oot then pusi his conguests any faether. 0
Nopelston of . Soon efier this expedition the emperor died, and wos.

Abtuied SUAT wuoceedod by his son, Aluned Shah, during whose short

veign, as if foreign encories had mot been sufficiont, the

court was perpetnally distracted by intestine digsension.

The sovercign and his vizier were now alinost in regular

waition, Ahraed being oppressed by one of these

Mfivsrs, Suffder Jung, employed aguinst him. Crhazee-

wd-Dien, grandson to Nizam-nl-Malk, who had died at
the age of 104 ‘This young man, holding the rank of -
Amoer-ul-Oinrali, made considerable efforis to retricve

' the affairs of the expire. He sompelled the vizier, who

Dad even set, up another menaraly, to relinguish his ste-

“tion,  He undertook an expedition against the Jits or

_ Joute, & wild tribe inhsbiiing the hilly tracts in the most

U svestern provinees, and who, arnid the general anarchy,
| Dinmeted had shaken off the yoke,  But, 'While thus eraployed,
Cfiteotthe ko exvited the jealousy of his master the emperor,

"7 whe, addpting the views of 5 new favourite, eoncerted
- ‘with the enemy « plan for bis destroction, = Aided,
S . how vev, by the Mahratts chief Holkar Mulhar, he

!
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completely haffied thess desipns, obtained possession of | omAR 1y
his master’s person, put out his eyes, and mised to the i
throne a son of Jehander Shah, under the empty bt | "7
imposing title of Aulumgire the Second, 1 " SR R
- The empire was now in g most distracted condition ; Asiuiigie |
there was searcely a power go insignificant as not to "' AL
think itself sufficiently strong to trample on it “The s
Afghans had completely eonquered the provitices' of (|
Moultan and Tahore; the Seiks, in'the same quarte i
daily avgmented their numbers and strength ; the Jauts
and Rohillas continted their predatory inrouds ; while DN
the Mahrittas extended their incursions, in the course’ L.
of which they had even passed the Jumna, and obtained
an important settlement in Rohileund. rilgzee-nd-Dien
precipitated the disaster by a rash attempt at conquest,
to which his power was wholly inadequate,  An Afghan f
Indy haviug been intrusted by Ahnied Abdally with the ]
government of Labote, the vizier, under pretence of ne- j
gotiating o marringe with her daughter, seized her per- |
son, and brought hera prisonerto Dalhi. At this outrage
the indiguntion of the barbarian king kuew no bounds. |
e hastened at the bead of a vast ey, and made | R
an unresisted entrance into the capitol, which was given fecondwir
up to 4 sack alwost us dreadful as it had suffered trom, VUt

. Nadir.. A most extraordinary scene then ensued, The
"W uraperor besought the invader not to lTeave him without
protection against his own vizier, who had Todsed him
indeed to nominal power, but treated hin as & mere
yspgenut, while ho himself exercised all tho real hutho-
S0 leity.  Almed accordingly made some arrangements for
- this purpose, placing Avlumgire under the guardianship
of a Rohilla chief ; but theso measures, after his depar- - L
ture, proved wholly msuficient, Ghazee-ud-Dien (for Ghozeend :
50, t0 prevent confusion, we shall continue to eall him, ™ 1
though he now chose to entitlo himself Umad-ul- Mulk),
having formed an alliance with the Mahrattas, casily
obtained possession both of the eipital and the sovereigti.
That unfortunate jrince at first pretended &' reconeilia-
tlout, but, being soc a ofter detected in o correspondence
U

b
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oAz X, with the adverse party, was assassinated, and his bedy
15 A‘ﬁ,ﬁ'fv s thrown into the Jumma,  Yet Ghages-ud-Dien himself,
C T T unable to withstand the numerous enemies who sui
rounded him, was at no distant peviod obliged fo seek
A ) rofuge in a castle belonging to the Jagts,
[ Bmteofthe  Without sttempting to thread firthie this Iabyrinth
Mostl © of treason, we may observe generally, that the Mogul
: ‘throne had now almost ceased to retain any degree of
| ' weight, or importance. The coutest for the empive of
. Comtived  indig Jay entirely between the Afghans aud the Mahe
e vattas s and the latter, taking advantage of the shuence of
: their mvals, determined upon a grand atterpt to secure
complete possession of Hindostan,  Bringing vp from the
 Deccan en immengo body of cavalry, and being aided by
the Seiks, they overran not only the metropolitan pro~
S vinges, of Agra and Delhi, but also these of Moaltin and
. Tahore, and drove the Afghans beyond the Indus
. Abamed Abdalla however, was not of a charactet tamely
to allow theso fine countries to be wreated from hig
kingdom.  He soon crossed the river with a formidable
army, and was joined by many chiefs who were exass
i - perated at the incursion of the Muhrattas.  These plun-
i?mgn o derers ot fust retreated, and allowed him to ocenpy
s Detny Delhi 3 but immediately intrencled themselves in o
strong camp, which he did not venture to attack. Prossed,
hwwever, by want of provisions, they imprudent!y came
I out and gave battle, when they experienced a total dew
. Defearsthe fent ; their army of 80,000 men being almost entively:
o Mmwtes - destroved, and Duttah Sindia, their general, Lilled,
- Another body under Holkar was surprised near Secuns
dra, and so completely worsted, that he himself fled
naked with a handful of followers, W
The Mahrattas, though humbled by this disaster, were
nob discouraged : and they resolved to muke the most
extrgordinary exertions for retricving their fortunes,
Before the clise of the year, they had assembled a foree
. of 140,000 men, commanded by Sewdasheo Rao, ealled
: _ the Bhow, nephew to their peisiowa or suprems prince ;-
o ‘and that chief, being joined by the vizior and the Juut
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T Wew forces
assembied,
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~ leaders, advanced wpon Delhi.  The deep stream of the cuar/ix,
Jumna, swelled by the raing, sepavated the armies ; but, A
- though it could not he forded, the daring spirit of Aba =~ T
dally imipelled him to plunge into its waters, aud swim gingeot o
across with his whole avmy,  This achisvement, which |~ " " 1
was altnost without example, strack dismay into the
host of the Mabrattas. Thongh' triple the number of
 their antagonists, they did not venture fo face them in
the open field, but shut theruselves up i an intvenchod
. camp at Panmiput, on a spot where the fafe of the ems
pire has been repeatedly deeided, ' Ahmed for some
time merely hovered round them and cut off their sup-
plies 3 at length he ventured on an attempt to carry
their position, but was obliged to retire without any im-
portant success.  Encouraged by this vesult, and dis-
tressed o3 formerly by the want of provisions, hLis
active foe deterinined again to risk a hattle in the open
plain,  Placing their griillery in front, they advanced Gereral.
with that impetuosity by which they were accustomed easement:
to carry all before them, ' The Afrhan commander
caused his troops to hold themselves in reserve $ill the
enemy had nearly come up ;—then gave the signal for =~
a general charge.  The Tight horse of the mountains ™%
wero niever able to resist, even for a short interval, the
heavy cavalry of the more northern nations. On'the
first onseb o comaplete rout took place ; their host was Total vout ¢
so scattered In every direction that only & rembant :
reached the Decean: while 22,000 prisoners, 50,000
horses, with an immense booty, fell into the hands of
the congnerors, i S o s
It was now easy for the victorious Abdalla to séat Vacaut -
himself on the vacant throno of the Mogual . but he scems %ﬁﬂﬁ it
not to have felt any ambition for this high dignity,
Perliaps he wos sensible thaf, amid such a general agita-
 tion throughout Flindostan, and with so many nations in
arms, such an acquisition was too distant from the ceatre
of thig dominions to be retained with advantage.  Cone
tenting himsel€ with the provinees west of the Indus, he
quitted in a fow months the seat of government, leaving
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., there A_lee Gohur, eldest son of Aulumgn-e 1L, in pos-
, sesslon of the empty but still veuerated title of Great
~ Mogul, to be the tool or the captive of the first daring

warrior who should seize the capital. Haviog traced the

~ decling of this mighty empire to so low an ebb, we shall

row panse till we have marked the progress qf that new
power from & distant continent, which has seated herself
on its ruing, and obtained s complete s\.premagy aver an
the states of India, .
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| CHAPTER X

British Conquest of the .C'am.'tic.' '

'Fis;s_t Territorial Acquisitions— War betwesn France and Englé\n'd

w-Barly Settlemonts of the French--Their Hstablishment at

- Pondicherry—Enterprises of Labourdonnais—He takes Madras

| == Superseded Ly Dupleixe«Pondicherry besieged—Conclusion of

Peage—~English Expedition to Tanjore-—Contests for the Sove -
reigotios of Southorn India--The French interpose-~Gain a
complete Victory-—They are expelled by Nazir Juny—.The Eng.
ligh ‘join him.2His Death- Saccession and Death of Mirzaphe
Jung— Salabat Jung—Exploits of Clive~ A dyantages over the
French«Theis Influence in the Decown—Form a Confederacy
against the Vnglish —Siege of Trichinopoly--Acquisitions of the
Franch—Regall of Dupleix—Treaty concluded-The Colleriggmm

War of 1766.Lally takes the Command—Reduces Fort AR

David— Siege of Madras—RaisedFronch defeated at Wande-
wash~Siege of Pondicherry—Its Surrendor-~Cruel Treattnont
of Lally dn. Braoee: i oqapl@smscg iy TR

Tur voyages of the Engllsh, related in & former pmwl'.of UHAP

this work,® wete personal aﬁ?entuzjes,'.unidertak‘en with

a mingled view to discovery, commerce, and piracy, ta=

ther than to any fixéd scheme of conguest or dominigtg.*

Their forts accordingly were evected as depositories for =

any aim at territorial possession, It was not till 1889

goods, or to supply commercial facilitics, but not with

that their views seem to have extended to the lafter |

object.  In the instructions issned to their agents during

that year, they intimate that the increase of their revenne
 was henceforth to ocetpy as much attention as their
- mexchandise ; that they wished to be “a nation in Tadin

r

* Chaptor V.,
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S0 aman k. and they quot,c with umm.uted applause the cgnduct of
2= the Duteh, who, they assert, in the advices sent, to their -
e -D_"nwf yOvernors, wrote ten paragmphs concerning tribute for

0 one relative to trade.  The means of gratifying this dis-

Limited . position were as yet very limited ; as certain small por-

r;oeshssiolnm of tigus of texritory arouud Bombay und Madrag aompusad

__.(;,:;np:g; the whole extent of their Indian sovereignty. They"

il held themselves ready, however, to purchase every eity

or distriet which the native princes could, by any motive,

be prevailed upon to alienate s and in this way they ae-

_ ; quired Tegnapatam on the Commande] coast, which they
1 Possewlons gmnsoned and gave it the nane of Fort St wald'. Nine |

il ;fl‘;.‘u',}:;g}__"i yeursaftor theymade a more important acquisition, Azim

R Ooshaun, whom his father, Aurengzebe, had nominated
© Vigeroy of Bengal. but who, contemplating a struggle
for the suvcession to the empire and standing in need of

. treasure fo forward his schemes, was induced, in 1698,

it sell {0 the Company the zemindarships of the towns

10 and districts of Chut,a.nutty, Govindpore, and Calentta,—

 the last destined soon to become the capital of British

India. Here they began, though not without due gir-

cumspection, to erect Fort Williany, which, in 1707, was
made the seat of a presidency. .

Eiinapenn The saperior skill of Euwpems in medu,me, whu-h

medical skill. had first enabled them to obtain a footing in Bengal,

vow afforded an opportunity of greaily extending their
influence. TIn 1115 under the reign of the Emperor
Keroksere, the rcsh]f.nts snt two ia.ctora., with an’ Ar-
menian, muchant on a commereial mission to . Delhi,
‘The principal object wag defeated, in a manner similar
to that of Roe and others, by the intrigues of the cmrahs,
and of Jaffier Khan, governor of Bengal., But his ma-
Jesty happening to labour under g severe illlla’hs, which

e . the ignorance of the native physicians rendered them

. Curoof the  mnpable to treaf with succcss, was completely cured by a
| Pmen medical gentleman, named Hamiltou, who accompanied

Al the embassy. For this gignal service he not guly ro-

ceived: large presents, but obtained the valuable grant
villages in the vicinity of Madras; with liberty




to pnxﬁﬁase in Bengal t'tiirf,jﬁéévéﬁl additional townshrpa 3

‘an arrangement. whick would have seeured a territory 4 o
‘extending ten miles upwards from' Caleutta,  The em-

pevor conferred also the still move important privilege of
introducing their goods and conveying them through the

“province without ‘duty or search. But the dcquisition
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Important
Priviian,
conesded,

of these districts was frustrated by the hostility of the '
nabob, who by private threats deferred the ownersfrom

consenting to the purcliase, - Still, the permission of frée

trade, though liraited to foreipn exports and imponts, G

proved of the groatest naportance, and soon rendered |

Calentta o very fiourishing settlemeont, :

A considerable time now elopsed without any farther
~ change in the territorial relations of the Company, ' They.
complaint of the extravagance of their servarts, which
involved them in debt to the native shroffs and tier-
chants ; but this evil seems 6 have been in & go0d nica-
sure remedicd, Having establishments supported af &
moderate expense, which engbled them to cariy on tiade
with sceurity and advantage, they gradually extended
their operations till the annual ‘sales amounted to the
- conziderable sury of about two millions sterling : whene
they were enabled to pay a dividend of seven or eight

per cent. on their capital.  Perhaps it would have been
fortunate had this state of things vemained analtered;

but the war which broke out in 1744 between the
French and British produced an entive change in the
positivn of ths Company, hoth in regard fo its internal
management, and velatively to the powers of iurope
and of Tndia, To understand this, we must look back
for a moment to the first establishments formed by the
French in the eastern world. el Ll

That people, though théy had suffered’ thenmselves to
be far outstripped in the progress of miaritime grentness
by the English and Dutch, had yet at an early period
displnyed a spirit of enterprise.  Fvenin 1503 an expe-
dition had been fitted out by some merchants of Rouen 3
whieh, however, experiénced a complete failure, in con~
sequence probably of the imperfect nautical skill then

Tnfingten.
of war with
Franee

Tarly Frenck
enterprise
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. enap. k. posstused by their mariners, Attempts, thoughion o small
ki scale and generally unsuccessfnl, were made earlyin the
o mextcontury 5 but i was not till 1642 that a consider-
| ewoty  ble compuny was at length established:  Unlnekily
Beasitec  that body directed their main attention to the formetion
adsgascar, Of 8 sefflement on Madagasear, ‘w Targe and fruitfirl
. dslind, which it was easy to destrilie as affording ample
seope for caltivation and commerce.  But it yielded no
commodity suited to the markets of Europe ; iis inhabi
tants, too, wers numerous and ferocious, and sooul becarne
formidable to a power which attempted to take possession
of thelr torritory, The settlers were involved in g has
rassiug warfare, and with difficulty maintiined, at certain
poinis on the eosst, a feir wooden tenemonts dignified
with the title of forts, which involved therm in expense

A D 1664,

Conl e ywithout yidding any profit. A
. Frawen Easp - The first veal establishment of 4 French Fast India
--'m"gu‘m-.. Company took place in 1664, under the auspices of Col-
o bert, who, prompted by the aspiring genfus of his master
Louis XIV., devoted himsclf indefatigably to the yiro-
mation of agriculture, manufactures, and comrioves,  His
proceeded tpon the principles of that age, which wis
by oo means oulightened in respeet to tie sondd doe-
frines oi politival economy 3 and hence, exclusive grants,
exorhitant privileges, and the removal of competition,
were the expedients by which it was then atternpted to
L camerrs | wi e any branch of industry flourish. | Such was (ol-
wBEm. o Bert's system, when he subniitted to the king the plan
of an Fast Indin Company, to carry on trade with o
capital of 15,000,000 livres (£625,000), and sapported
by the most extravagant enconragemieiits, = They re
ceived on exclusive charter for fifty yearsy they were
. exempied from all taxes; and the government came
- under the singular obligation of reimbursing thera for
© ail the losses which they might sustain in the course of
tho first ten years,—a stipulation which actually suhjects
ed the state to the payment of a lorge swm. | The funds
sapplied by individuals not being equal to the amount
_uf the proposed capital, limited os it was, three millions




i pm:md, under the mames of Mauriting eud Bourbon, rose

nmrm LD'\QBFS‘I‘ o) o 'rmc CAR\lATlc.

were advanced out, of the trogsury while the mhjeg, oy
and all the opulent classes conneoted with the | court., ,,\\_
wet'e induced to follow the example, ke
g 'I‘ha management of ‘the Company was nmthnr judlg Mismans
: yent of fh
e:fms noy !ommate. They began by enfle:wonrmg £6 Company. |
turm Madagascar to some  account, and sent thithor s
large colony, most of whom perished under the infin.
ence ol clmmte, fatigue, and the hostility of the nmyea. Mo
The survivors were afterwards ataployed in Ofmlpy e '- G
the islands of Cerne and Mascarenhas, which at a Iater i

to some degree of prosperity. After the failure of the
 attempt at Madagasear they et vessels to India, and :
formed sebtlernents on different points of its coast.  In Setrlements
1668 thay osteblished their principal factory at Surag, ot
-under the direction of Caron, one of their countrymen,
- who had spent most of nis life in the service of Holland,
"The prospects at fixst appeared rather promzam:.r 1o bty
being involved in dispute with the native powers, umI R L
~finding the trade ultivaately unprosperous, they thonght
 fik to take their departure very suddenly, lenving their
debts unpaid,~an vmission which of course preciuded ;
their return,  Attempts were afterwards made to seoure. fivairy wis
g position ab Trincomales in Ceylon, and at St Thomas B° m‘“‘"
on the Coromandel coast; but both were deferted T SR
the jeslousy @f the Dutch Their affairs, f.l‘zerefn“e, RhES
W uﬁf)a«w become despemte had ' not Mi Martin,
possessed of talent and. patriotism, mﬂected th.,
sc:uttered adventurers and fixed theta at Pomhqharry 5}
where, by judicions and conciliatory cnuﬂuct, he gained
tho attaclunent of the inhabitants, opened an ad\ranw y
geous trade, aud soon raised the utﬂemem to'a \*ery
' prosParous condition,
“When the ¥rench and English ﬁmt came mt.o mutu&l smte att
. collision, the former had mo station of much’ censa-ﬂi‘.\.‘fﬁ’{:‘}ogf
guence on the continent. of India except that just tie Buidi
-named 3 but it was of very considerable importance,
being we]l fm'tlh"n and baving some extent of territory
attached to 1t They had smallﬂ fuctories at M{dm and
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. enaeix, | Oarieal, as well o5 at Chandernagore in Bengal. | 1 1744
gzb‘*‘_;‘i}w':.hosﬁil'i-;i'eé broke out between the two nations, which
| were garried on in Europe with gréot animosity. 'The
: ‘French Company appear to have been raiBer desirous
i ‘that the war should not extend to the Indian Seas s but
Project for their naval officers, on the contrary, were fived by hopes
| ptucking e of glovy from an attack on the Xnglish settlements in

(. English . j . A LB
serlements thet quarter, before they could be placed in a postura of
L defonce, Labourdonnais, a persor. of great talent and
wmost indefatigable activity, who had raised himsel
- through all-the ranks of the navy, wos now governor of
 Mauritias and Bourbon ; and these islands, by his exer-
tions, almost without assistance from hone, had bevore
vory flourishing, . Happening to be in France when the
S war wag in ) preparation, he made proposals, both 1o the
0 Company and ) the ministry, for an sttack upon ths
L jenemy’s establishments,  The foymer were altogether
| Obtains the  verse to his scheme ; but the govemment unknown to
;‘;‘éjﬁ;:ﬁt_ them sanctioned it, and even engaged to furnish two ships,
0 which however were afterwards withheld, The adven-
turer retruned to his command with the wmost resolute
determination. to prosecute his design, though possessed
Goverior  of very slender resources,  With this view ks detained
pavourdons  ¢he vessels which happened to touch there, and employed
them in the expedition ; he brought the sailors, many
of whom had never fired a gun, into regular fraining ;
and he supplied by various inyentions the defective means
of equipment.  InJune 1746, he arrived at Pondiclerry,
after a alight action with an Bnglish naval foree on the
coast.  Here, too, he had to overcome certsin obstacles
raised by Dupleix, before he was permitted to sail with
his squadron 1o attack Madras. | e Wil :
Espedition  Lhis city was not only the capital of the English pos-
ﬂffgj‘:; . sessions, but one of the chief settlements af that fime
A formed by the Europeans in India. [t coraprised with-
in ibs district a population of not less than 250,000, of
whom, however, only 300 were from this quarter of the
© globe, including 200 soldieys, . These lived in Fort St
George, surrounded merely by o slender wall, with four




27 prmsn CONQUEST OF THYE CARNATIO.

All-constructed hastions and bafterics; and henee, i ds CH
- obyious, they had very small means of defence, and did |, &
. not, in the use of them, display any heroism.  After sus "c RS
. taining a bombardment of five days, in which twa ox gefiiio
three houges were demolished, and fonr or five men kill~ Cva
ed, they capitulated on the 10th Septomber 1746, They
(abtained, indeed, the singular condition, that Labour~ |
‘donnais, after baving regularly occupied the place and
taken possession of the Company’s magazines and ware-
- bonses, sheuld, within'a stipulated period, and on pags
ment of a fixed ransomy restore Madras to the English, . '
Lhot officer, having made this mportant nequisition Witk
- out the loss of a single mav, returned to Povdickerry,
. But there he did not meet with such a restption as he Rival jealons
- menited, - Dupleix; an aspiring and ambitions vaan, who Jo e
could not brook any rival in powet, thwarted all his
schemes, and exposed him to repeated mortifieations, ill
at length he gave up the contest, and sailed for France.
TFhere, too, on the representations of Lis superior officer,
‘ho was treated in & manner altogether vuworthy of his
long and faithfud services, beivg thrown into the Bastile,
whence he vas not liberated i1l the ond of thyee yoars,
soon: after whidhe halieds !« e G BRI L e
- Dupleix, who was thus left in the suprere command Dapleix
of affairs in India, was a very ,extraordinmy'-chmém%_.**“-:.2:;"';?"‘7‘1
From his father, who had been a farmer-genicsal 'and "
a director of the Eash Todia Company, he inherited
an imutense fortune, which he was taught to employ in
the pursuits of commirce, Being eent out originally
o first member of the couneil at Pondicherry, and after-
wards as superintendent gt Chandernagore, he ut otico,
by his public measures, rendered this last settlement
-extremely prosperous, and by an extousive trade largely e
augmented his private wealth, =~ His telents and suceess Talenssiand.
recommended him to the important station of Gover- $hteess
noref Poudicherry. Although, from feelings of jenlonsy, :
he had quarrelled with Labourdonnais, and succceded in
removing him, yet bis mind wus cmthusizmtiea‘ﬂy g ins
teusely devoted fo the same systom of policy. | Neither
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GHAP. X, Cwsar nor Alexander ever formed more magni _
&0, 1p4p, schemes of conquest than this mereantils ruler of Ii‘reneh U,
ARSE e dndia. His frst object wag to follow up the advantage
__: ; ﬂf cangrest, guined over the English, and thorenghly to root out that
' vival nation frov the coust of Coromandel.! Laboardons
nais had, a5 alveady mentioned, stipulated on certain
condltmm to restore Madray, after a temporary ocems
ey pation of it ; and ag a van of honour he was resolved o
Breach of | make good his engagement,—a design wholly foreign to
P the ‘gragping awbition of Dupleix, Unable otherwise
to accoraplish hiis object, he made such arrsngements a8
o delay the peviod of surrender till the depm'tun ol
. thub officer, and then contrived to draw forth fromn the
eitizens of Pondichewry a remoneteance Against giving up
' plam. the possession of whicl was 86 important to' their
- seowrity, In pretended complionce with this request,
Madsas was not only retained, but oxposed to a species
of plander, while the governor and fitincipal h;hainfantﬂ
i ‘were carried prisoners to the French settlement,
_ "&ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ , . This step was forthwith followed by an expedition on
f& Duvid, - bis part for the reduction of Foxt St David, while 1.i8
' contidence whs greatly helghtened by an event which
forms a metnor AbTe ey in the annals of Indian ‘warfare,
The Nabob of Arcot, having espoused the English eiuse,
had sent his son with 10,000 men, to' ondeavous to e«
take Madras on their hehalt The Frerich had only 1200
soldiers to defend the city, with which force they hesi-
tated not to attack the nuwmerous army of the nabob g
when, by their supetior diseipline and the expert san
Snceess of - agement of their artillery, they goined a mmpleie ﬂm’f
s TR AROR i victory. The superiority of even & handfal of
Buropeans over the tamultuary bands which compose d
Asiatic Host Lad long ago besn proved by the Portugiesey
but the example of their suceess was nearly forgotten ;
and both Fréuich and British had been sccustorned to
Gral @k & powerful and mighty monareh,
whom it bwasvain with theis slender means o think
of resisting, The =pell was' ngein broken; and the
settlers of elther nation Iesrned & lesson' which. thay




