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T'shall say nothing save this, that the.policy of Governs

‘ment is and has throughout been one of serupulous non-

intervention, and it is our earnest hope that theve may be
‘an early restovation of 'peace and erder throughout the

i dength and breadth of that country, and that India may

‘again have on her north-western border a peaceful, strong
and united country for her neighbour.  Dmuring this eritical

time we in India could not but be proud of the gallant
Uhearing of the British Legation, of the firm control of onv

tribes by the frontier administrations, and of the fing work
ecomplished by the Royal Air Foree over the evacui-
tion of wommen and children from Kabul.

(In Bouth! Afiiea, our first Agent, Mr, ‘Sastri, to-day

‘relingquishes eharge of hig office and starts on his return

voyage fo India. By his serviees to his compatriots in

‘Bouth Africa and to the prowotion of friendly relations

between India and the Union, he has seeared a high place
for himself in the history of the two countries as a suceess-
Aul Ambassador of India and has laid India under a great
-debt of gratitude. He has left a high standard of states-
manship for his snecessor to maintain ; but 1 am sure

that Sir K. V. Reddi earries with him to his new duties

the coufidence and zood wishes of this House, not less than

‘those of the Government of India,’

The House is aware that Tast year His Majesty’s Glov-
ernment appointed a  Commission ‘to report on future
poliey in regard to Eastern Afyvica, The Report has just
been published and will require mature -r*dnsir’ipmtion.

My Government, however, is fully alive to the importance

to Indian’ intevests of the deeisions which Ty Majesty s
‘Government may eventually decide to take in this connede
tion, and 1 am glad to be able to inform vou that His
Majesty’s Government have agreed that, before any deei-
sion is taken, they will cive the fullest consicleration fo the
views of the Government of India on all matters affecting

‘India, The Governor of Kenya woreover, for the purpose
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of diseussion on the Report, has with the approval of the
Secrotary of State for the Colonies offered to appoint tems-
porarily to the public serviee in Kenya, with a seat on the
Exeeutive Couneil, an officer of the Indian Civil Service who
swill be nominated by myself. In order to ascertain the Judg-
ment of enlightened public opinion on these matters Tihaye
asked the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Habibullah to! convene
the Emigration Committee of the two Houses ‘of the
Indian Legislature at the earliest possible date this Qqession,
with the purpose of eliciting their views and praetical
suggestions. 1 do not doubt that my Government will
derive great value from these discussions. '

Since I last addressed the House, the Report of the
Rogal Commission on Agriculture in India has been pub-
lished, and, as Hon’ble Members know, a Conference of
Provincial Representatives assembled in Simla last October
to discuss the more important proposals contained in if,
The deliberations of the Conference revealed a unanimous
desive for progress, and, though time is doubtless required
for action’ over so wide a field, the fact that public atten-
tion has been thus foeussed upon this all-important branch
of national activity will bring real encouragement to all
who have the imagination to see what it means in the life
of India. ; !

The bulk of the work on the Commission’s recommenda-’
tions. must, under the existing constitution, fall to the
Provinees, DBut for some the responsibility rests primarily
on the Government of India. Of these, the most important
concerns the establishment of a eentral orgamisation for re-
search purposes, andl this proposal, after diseussion with.
Provincial representatives, my Government have decided
to adopt. The duties of the new Council of Agricultural
Research will be to promote, guide and co-ordinate research
throughout India ; to train research workers by means of
gcholarships ; and to eollate and make available informa-
tion on research, and on agrienltural and veterinary matters
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y g‘enerai},y-.  As to the structure of this body we propose to =

modify in some respects the recommendations of the Royal
Commission,  Our  proposal is that its chief component

‘parts should be, firstly, a Governing Body—the principal

executive organ of the Couneil-—presided over by the
Member of the Govermor-General’s Council in charge of
Agrieulture, and eomprising 17 other members, of whom

" two will be chosen frora the Liegislative Assembly and one

Jrom the Couneil of State, and nine will be nominated by
the  Governments of | the nine major Provinces; and,
secondly, an advisory council of 39 members, whose fune-
tion will be to eive expert adviee to the Governing Body,
and submit for its approval programmes of research en-
quiry. In addition to these two bodies, it is hoped that
the major Provinces will establish committees to work in
close co-operation with them,

As regards finanee we propose to substitute, for a Tump
grant of Rs. 50 lakhs which the Commission favoured, &
Tump grant of Rs, 25 lakhs to be paid in instalments, sup-
plemented’ by annual reeurring grants of Rs, 7.25 lakhs.
These sums will vest in the Governing Body who will con-
sider all proposals for research, sanction expendifure, and
allot  funds  to meef if.

Tt is my sincere hope that the organisation which I
have outlined will receive whole-hearted support from this
THouse and will before long start upon its labours which
will surely he to the lasting benefit of India’s agricul-
tural millions.

The House will be glad to learn that a generous offer
has heen made by the four Dominions of Canada, Australia,
South Africa and New Zealand, to present to the Capital
of India Your stone pillars, on the model of the famous
Asoka eolimns. My Government have gratefully accepted
thig gift, which will fittingly symbolise the common loyalty
of the Empire to the Person and Throne of His Majesty
the King-Emperor.
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The past year has been marked by a series of lahour
troubles, which we have all witnessed with deep concern.
The tale of loss and suffering involved by them need not
be retold here, and we are more immediately concerned to
devise means by which such profitless disputes may be
avoided. ! -

I have on more than one recent occasion appealed to
labour to follow wiser counsels for the future, and to em-
ployers to prove their determination to leave their em-ﬁlOS’éfS-
1o justifiable ground for comaplaint. If both parties can
combine to establish eloser relations with each other and’
to develop the  organisation for settlement of points of
difference hefore they veach the stage of conflict, we may
face the future with confidence, angd Government is anxious
to do everything in their power to encourage and assist
such efforts. Tn the Trade Disputes Bill, which is now
hefore the Legislature, we have provided for the establish-
nient of Courts of Enguiry and Boards of Conciliation
which may be called into' play if disputes‘get beyvond the
stage of mutual arrangement. The proposals of Govern-
ment  in  this ‘conneetion, and in the other parts
of the Bill which aim at the protection of the public
in certain  cireumstances from  the. consequences of
labour disputes, will shortly eome before you and T trust
that wisdom will guide your decisions in regard to them.

But these proposals will not in themselves reach the
root of the matter. T have long felt that the best way to
secure the advantage both of employers and employed is
for Government to undertake a review of the conditions
under which labour works, and to lend such help as it can
in the removal of legitimate grievances, This uestion
has for some time been under the earmest consideration of
Government, and I am now able to say that IHis Majesty
has approved the appointment of a Royal Commission
during the eourse of the present year to undertake such an
engriry, Our intention is that the scope of the enqguiry
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shmﬂr} be wide and that it should, with due regard to the

economic position of industry in this country, explore all

aspeets of the problem affecting the conditions under which

industrial labourers work. The personnel of the Commis-

sion has not yet been settled, but we shall use every en-

deavour to ensure that it is representative, I am pleased

" however to he able to say that we have seeured the services

ag Chairman of Mr. Whitley, lately Speaker of the House

of Commons, who has been in intimate touch with labour

‘prohlems in England, and is widely known for his associa-

0 tion with the establishment of the C‘ouhuls which bear his
i nime,

The announeement which T have just made will, T am
cenfident, be generally weleomed. The conelusions of such
a Commission will be of the greatest interest not only to
India but fo the whole industrial world. We may hope that
they will provide ms with a basis for future legislation,
materially affecting India's industrial future, and it is
essential therefore that the enquiry should be as thorough
and the personmel as strong as it is possible for us to
make it

But there is a yet more serious side of these industrial
s troubles on whicli 1 feel it my duty to touch. While
every allowance must be made for the genuine grievances
which the labouring eclasses feel, there can be no doubt
that the unrest of the past year has been due in no small
measure to the activities of certain persons, whose end is
rather to  promote anti-social purposes than to seoutre
betterment of the workman’s lot, The disquieting spread
of the methods of communism has for some time been
eausing | my Government anxiety. Not only have com-
munist agents from  abroad promoted a series of striles
in the industrial world, but the programme, whieh they
have openly set before - themselves ineclude nnclisguised
attacks on the whole cconomic structure of soeiety, AlL
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¢lasses alike are threatened by the spread of these doc-
trines, and no (Government can afford to ignore this in-
sidions danger., Last session my Government placed bes
Tore you a measure aimed at the agents from 'oufside
India who have been engaged in this mischievous work,
but by a narrow margin the measure was rejected.  The
anticipations on which my Government then' acted have
been justified.  The object of spreading communist ideas
has heen steadily pursued, and communist methods have
been regularly employed. We have watched in the great
city of DBombay the industrial labouring population

brought into a state of great unsettlement, exeited, prone
to violence and often deaf to reason, while in Caleutta we
have seen a strike, which appears to have no clearly reasons
ed basis, indefinitely = prolonged, These  facts arve only
symptomatic of ¢ more general movement, of which many
here have direet experience, and accordingly my Governs

ment have decided to place before vott onge more the pro-
posals for dealing with communist agents from . abroad,

which were under discussion last gession, and further to'
inelude in the measure power to forfeit or control remit-

tances of money from communist sources abroad, which

are not without a very appreciable influence on the

activities of the communists in this country and their ability |
to promote and prolong for their own ends these industrial
trouibles.

I must now address myself, Gentlemen, to some of
the broader features of the political situation.., I am nof
concerned to-day to diseuss the question whether, as some
Hon’ble Members think, His Majesty’s Government wyere
illadviged in deciding to recommend to His Majesty the
appointment of a Parliamentary Commission, or whether,
as I think and have more than once said, those were ill«
advised who have chosen to adopt a. poliey of boyeotf.
Although those who followed this course have thus, as [
believe, deprived themselves of an opportunity, of which
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others have availed themselves, to influence the evolution
of India’s political future, each of these questions has
now beeome a historieal fact, which the historian will
weigh avith fuller knowledge and it may be with more im-
partial judgment than we can bring to bear upon them.
But; whatever may be our attitude on these matters of
-acute and yiolent controversy, it would be both unwise and
unfortunate to allow them to blur the glasses through
Wwhich ' we must try to see the future,
We meet not long after the conclusion of many im-
portant meetings held af the close of last year, and this is
| not the oceasion for me to attempt finally to appraise action:
taken and words used in the heat of controversy or under
the stress of a eritical oceasion. It would seem evident
boywever that what all people must desive is & solution
reached by mutual agreement between Great Britain and
India and that, in jpresent ecircumstances, the friendly
collaboration of Great Britain and India is a requisite
and mdispensable eondition to obtain it. On the one side
it is as unprofitable to deny the right of Parliament to
form its free and deliberate judgment on the problem, as
it would be short-sighted of Parliament to underrate the
importance of trying to reach a solution which might CArTYy
the ' willing ~assent of political India. And it is at this
stage, while we can still have no means of knowing how
these matters may emerge from the Parliamentary dis-
cussions, that it is proposed to destroy all hope of peace-
ful and orderly progress towards agreement, unless, by a
fixed date in time, Parliament should have accorded its-
approval tio a particular solution, the result no doubt of
earnest effort to grapple with an exceedingly complex
problem; and as sueh entitled to serious consideration, hut
one which important sections of opinion in India have
not accepted, and which was reached through delibera-
tions in which Parliament had no part or wvoiece, Such
procedure savours rather of intolerance and impatience
than of the methods of responsible statesmanship, and
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would reduce Parliament to being a mere registrar of the
decisions of other persons, That position ‘of eonrse 1§ |
one that in justice to its own obligations Parliament wuld
never accept. W

1 cannot prefdicet, any more than any Hon 'ble Mmber
here, when or in what form the report from those whom
Parlianient has charged with the duty “of enguiry may be .
drawn, or whether further enquiry into spee-tfu, sub;;eets
may thereafter be found neeessary, | In any chse we may
assume that His Majesty’s Governmeny, will, as indeed has
always been contemplated, desire te subject any pruposals
that it may then be disposed to make to full disenssion

with, and the eriticism of, those persons whether official
or unofficial who may be bnst quahﬁed to euntnbut(, to
the ultimate solution, '

In a situation therefore that must call essanlmlly for
qualities of confidence on bath sides,-and for free exchange
of opinion on terms ]wnuurabk' to all, -1 see very elearly
that nothing but harm can flow from a threat'that, nnless
a partieular. condition is fulfilled, which I ‘beheve to be
mechanically impossible of fulfilment from’ the outset, an
attempt will be made to plunge the country into all the
possible chaos of civil discbedience.” M is quite cerfain
that no disenssions of any kind ean pm'mmc the least hope
wf success, when either party to them approaches the task
in the spirit of hostility and suspieich from which such
an ultimatum springs. v '

1 recognise that although many leaders and schools
- of political opinion in India will vefuse to walk along the
dangerous paths of non-eo-operation,, many of them
openly profess- distrist-of the attitude GF (Great’ Britain
towards this conntry. . They say, and would have others
believe, that hitherto Great Britain has given no sufficient
proof of ‘her imtention to fulfil the pledge that
My, Montagn gave on hehalf of His Majesty’s Governmend
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in 1917, and that Great Britain is secking to forget or
deny the high policy there enshrined.

. In conditions more favourable to eool judgment, L
suppose that mast persons would admit that British India
as we find it to-day is a British ereation, and thaf it is the
Dritish power which has curing the last eentury held to-
gother jts constituent parts. 1E thiy centripetal influence
is immediately or too suddenly withdrawn, is it wholly

unreasonable to fear that gothe at any rate of the parts

might fly asunder, and the dream of a strong united Tndia,
A nation among the vations of the world as we may speak
of the British or American nation, would vanish and be
destroyed 7 Anxious as I am to see the realisation of
this dream, I can hardly hope that any words of mine may
suffice to disperse the black eloud of unwarranted mistrust
that has enshrouded so much of Indian political thought,
But 1 tell this Assembly again, and through them In dia,
that the deelaration of 1917 stands, and will stand for all
fime, ay the solemn pledge of the Brifish people to do all
that can be done by one people to assist another fo attain
full national political stature, and that the pledge so given
will never be dishonoured. And, as actions are commonly
Tield more powerful than words, T will add that T should
viot be standing before you here to-day as Governor-
General, if T believed that the British people had with-
drawn their hand from that gelemn eovenant.

Those, therefore, who preach that a new generation has
avisen in England which secks to explain away the signi-
ficance of the 1917 declaration, are, comsciously or uncon-
scionsly, but not the less really, misrepresenting the purpose
of (reat Britain, and poisoning the wells by which the
common life of India and Great Britain is supported and
sustained. If there are Indians who are thus tempted to
wistrust Cireat Britain, there are no doubt many in Great
Britain, resentful of what they well know to be an unfound-
ed and ungenerous accusation, who may mistrust some of
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those who speak for India. But if we are thus tempted in
the 20th Century, I know that both India and Great Britain.
will be judged in the 21st by the degree to which they
have refused to lose faith im one another.  Gentlemen of
the Assembly, though we may differ on all other issues,
let us not readily or lightly impugn the good faith vf one |
another, tor that ig to destroy the very folmdatmn of all-_ '
hope of better things. '

T would add one or two observations of more personal
kind. Whoever holds the position of Viceroy and Goyernons
General of India is bound through his Office and con
science by a double duty. He is under the plain ebligation:
of geeing that the King's Government in India is carried
on, with due respeet for the law, and in this sphere he
may at any time be confronted with issues that are more
far-reaching than ordinary political controversy, and that
are indeed fundamental to all society. Respeet for law is
an attribute of ecivilisation painfully and hardly won,
and a society which lacks it carries within itself the sevds:
of iits own dissolution. Those therefore who. gan ) 'zuide.
public opinion in this country are doing mno serviee to
India if they accustom her to think lightly of disobe-
dienge  to constituted authority, whatever the title by
whieh such disobedience may be described.

But in another and mot less important capacity the:
Viceroy and Governor-General stands as intermediary
between India and Great Britain, and as such will con-
stantly endeavour to interpret as faithfully as he may the
hopes, the feclings, the desires of the Indian people to
those who may from time to time compose His Majesty s
Government. in Great Britain, and, if 1 may quote words
which are used in conneetion with another office in the
British Constitution, ‘‘ to beg His Majesty’s Government
ever fo place the most favourablé construction upon all
their proceedings ’’,
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. That duty I bave striven, and shall strive, to fulfil
to the best of my ahility ; and it is, Gentlemen, because the
smooth adjustment of these different funetions imposed
on, a gingle individual does not lie with me alone that T
‘have tried to draw fran!ily the broad outlines of the pre-
‘sent situation as I see them. 1 have desived go far as I
eould ta . employ vo language which might needlessly
coffend | the feelings of those wha take a ditferent view,
For I long, as for nothing else, to see the politieal life of
Indias move down orderly channels to its full term of
natural development, And to achieve that end we all
have our own work to do.  On each one of us, in our several
gphieres, in this Assembly and outside, the time and the
subject lay very heavy vesponsibilities, and it is my most
earnest prayer, for you and for myself, that under God’s
guidanee we may be permitted during the time that lies
before 'us to help one another in' their discharge,

OPENING OF THE DELHI FLYING CLUB. '

The following speech was delivered hy His Excellency tie 28th Janesey
Viceroy at the opening of the Delkd Flying Club on the aftexr- ;
noon of the 28th Janwary :—

My, President, Ladies and Gentlemen~—Tt was g
great pleasure to me fo be able fo aceept the invitation
of the members of the Delhi Flying Club to perform this
opening ceremony-—a cevemony which within the life-time
of many of us here may well become historic. For from
fhese small beginnings great developments, which to-day
1t is difficult to foresee, must assuredly emerge,

The Light Aeroplane Club movement is still in its
infaney, but it is a fast-growing ehild in all quarters of
the world and it is interesting even now to recall its
onggm The movement sprang out of the development of
the two-seater Light aeroplane, for which our present Air

LepPsv 9
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Officer Gommdndmg in Indm, Sir Geoﬂ?re; 8a1m0ntl .
his days at the Air Ministry was largely responsible. ;\S_ |
soon as this new type of machine had been evolved and |
established, the  British Government decided to subsidise
six Light Aeroplane Clubs to popularise and develop civil
flying and there are mow I believe more than 20 sneh |
Clubs in oxistence in Great Britain. Other parts of the
Empire have not been slow to follow. Australia, Candda
and South Africa each possess several Clubs, and the keens
ness and enthusiasm of the general publie for this new
form of employment and recreation show that the moves
ment is advancing by leaps and bounds and that no hmlt i
can at present he seen. to. ltb extension, .
In India a hegmmnw is mow being made thanks-
largely to the enthusiasm of §ir Vietor Sassoon.who has ;
given without stint of his time and money in assisting the
formation of Flying €lubs. The movement 400 0Wes '
mueh to Colonel Shelmerdine w ho, sinee assuming - “the post
of Director of Civil Aviation in April 1927, hay worked
out a scheme, approved by the Assembly last year, by
which Clubs at Delhi, Caleutta, Bombay and Karachi are
to be operated for two years with Government adsistance.
The schente for a Delhi Club is mnow. bearing fruit, and a
speeial acknowledgment is due to Mr, R. H., Grant Govan
and ‘the authorities of the Roshandra Club for the keen-
. ness with which they havt, from the eutbet ‘311_pp01 ted the
Ui ipden, !

) [n declaring the Club open, I eonﬁdently wmh it a
lonz life and a great future. In your late Presideit—
Mr. Stow—you had an enthusiastic supporter, and 1 foel
sure that Sir John {‘hnmpxon and all future Presidents
will be only too ready to” give you their valuable assist-
ance.

There can be no doubt that such a Club as this has a
really useful purpose to serve. The world is now bp'nin;'
ning to think aerially, and the aeroplane 18 taling 1tq.
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placo among our domesticated machines. Tt used to be a
distinet stage in a boy's eduecation when he first learnt to
~ #ide a bieyele ; 1 think the day is probably not far off
when our song or our sons’ sons will not consider they have
properly come to man’s estate till they can safely pilot their
own  seroplane, It seems certain at any rale that the
world is coming to accustom itself more and more to the
idea of tlying as an everyday occupation, and no race ean
. afford to fall behind-hand in eultivating that air-sense which
I presume must as in all other spheres be the necessary
condition of complete confidence.

L heartily welcome, therefore, the formation of thig
Flying Club in Delhi. As you, Mr. President, have said,
it is fitting that the Capital of India should take a leading
part in this new venture, and thus add a new chapter to
a very old hook.  The history of Delhi is written on the
ground, in the stones of seven wcities and in the newly-risen
walls of an eighth. Its newest city of all is now to be
founded in the clouds.

I eall upon, Lady Irwin now formally to name your
first two aeroplanes.

STATE BANQUET AT ALWAR.
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The following speech was delivered by His Excellency the s, February

Viceroy at the State Banquet ai Alwar on the 5th of Tebruary ;—

Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen~In rising to
speak at a banquet in an Indian State given in honour of
Ilis Majesty the King-Emperor’s representative, it is
natural that following Your Highness, T should open with
a reference to.the subject which for many weeks now hag
lain elosest to our hearts. For in no part of India is the
affeetionate loyalty and devotion of ihe Indian peoples to
the persen and throne of the King-Emperor more secnrely
founded than in the Indian States, and the depth of these
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sentiments has been increasingly evilent through these weeks
of anxiety as we watched the progress. of His Majesty's
illness. With profound relief we now see it taking a more
favourable course and it is the prayer of all India, of all -
Princes and of all peoples that we shall before long wiiﬁnesa-
a complete restoration to health. R

I must thank Your Highness sincerely for the kind way
in which you have welcomed me to your State, for the
kind things you have said about me to-night and for all
the hospitality you have shown to me and to fellow guests
during our visit to Alwar. Tt was a matter of great
regret to me that I was prevented by other public duties
from accepting Your Highness’ kind invitation 1o be
present at your recent Jubilee celebrations and to have the
privilege of witnessing ceremonies of unique  interest,
ineluding that which marked so strikingly the position
Yonr Highness holds in the field of Hindu philosophie
thought. It is also a great disappointment to us that we
could only spare two days for our visit, in spite of Your
Highness® pressing invitation, but at this season of the
year a Viceroy can rarely call his time his own and many.
influences conspire to defeat hopes that he may sometimes
cherish of extended tours in pleasant places. .

1 shall not attempt an appreciation of all that has been
achieved in the quarter of a century which has passed
gince Tiord Curzon invested Your Highness with ruling
powers, but the Survey published of Your Highness’
administration contains some points which justify brief
mention this evening. Tt shows that in the early years
of your rule Your Highness realised that the most inaport-
ant duty of a ruler is to gain a first hind acquaintance
with his State and the people cver whose destinies be is

. called upon to preside. With energy and enthusiasm you
set yourself to study the needs of your State and the
geonomic condition of your people, To the solution of
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those -problers Your Highress brought the searchlight of
a vigorous and original mind and that pride in an enthu-
siasm for the development of your Stfate, withoui which
nothing of lasting moment can be achieveéd. The results
of  Your Highness! administrative energy are now
apparent. Your State possesses numerous important irri-
gation works which, as was wisely remurked in the report,
constitute the best and safest investment for an agrieultural
State.  Further a network of roads now conneets the most
distant parts of the State with the eapital. Though I have
spent but a very brief time in your BState I ecan bear
personial testimony to their excellence. Road conneetions
are an educative and civilising influence and arve daily
becoming_nf increasing importance with the rapid develop-
ment of motor traffic. I look forward to the day when
Rajputana will be vonnected with northern wnd sonthern
India by arterial communications in which Your Highness’
rodds will be not unimportant links. Another point which
impressed me in the report to which I have alluded was
the loyal and eminent servives rendered by Your High-
ness in the course of the Great War. T need not enumerate
them in detail but 1 noted with deep satisfaction that, in
addition Yo providing a valuable body of troops, the
recruiting record of the Alwar State excelled that of any
State in Rajputana, if not indeed in ndia. 1 trust that the
quality of Your Hichness’ troops will not be allowed in
any way to fall below the standard which Alwar has set in
the past.  The administrative and soeial measure which the
report erameratey will be equally remembered, and 1 shall
wateh with ‘interest the development of the village
panchayats, whieth, I understand, Your Highness has
recently established in the interests of your subjeets with
a view to seftling disputes without recourse to expensive
and postly litigation. I listened with pleasure to Your
Highness’ appreciative remarks about the loyal assistanve
which your officials have always been ready to give to Your
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}Iwhnexs in your schemes for the improvensent af the
State. Your Highness' genius for organisation, I obsekve,
lias not negleeted even the wild aniwmals of your State,
for the tigers which have been so skilfully brought up to
us in your delightful jungles seem to me fo have  beent
singularly well trained to follow Your Highness' mstrue-

+tions. ~

Your Highness, my visit to your State, though neees-
sauly short, has been of the greatest interest, My peculiar |
respousibility to the Indian States as representative  of
the Crown is ever present to my thoughts, .and sthe:
Vieeroy’s responsibility in this regard cannot be fulfilled
unless he can personally place himself in direct coutact
with. Ruling Princes and of their States, I have been
fortunate in already having had many opportunities of
discussing questions of mutua} interest with Your Eigh-
ness, for Your Highness is so prominent a ﬁgure in the
Couneils of your Order that in the Nature of things I ha_\rb_
been brought into eclose contaet with yon since assuming
the office of Vieceroy. In that timne I have been able to
estimate Your Iighness’ value as a strong supporter of
the Narendra Mandal and a elear and subtle thinker on all
the problems coming before it, and also ‘o admire on many

oceasions the measured eloquence  of which we have had -

an example to-night. The present is a time when elear
thinking and a just appreciation of values and policies
are more than ever likely to be useful bhoth to the Priecs
and their people, « The report of the Committee presided

over by Sir Hareourt Butler may shortly be expected and
will give, I hiope, an answer to the various important qnes-
tiong which “have from time to time heen asked as to the
Tegal position of the Indian States towards the Government
of India and the Crown. We are all indebted to those
who have given so much time and labour to the examina-
tion of these problems, which go urgently demanded a wells
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‘devised and gencrally acceptable solution if the future
course of events in India is to develop, as we pray it may,
on lines of mutual confidence and co-operation. I feel
&ure that in these and all kindved matters we may rely
on wise advice and assistance on the part of Your
Highness,

In conelusion, allow me,_' Your IHighness, on behalf of
| Her Excellericy, myself and those whom you have so
 kindly anvited to accompany me, to express our warmest
(thanks for the generous hospitality  which you have
extended to us. 1 have seen more within thig short visit,
. than I deemed possible, and 1 shall carry away with, me
the most happy recollections of the people and palaces of
Alwar and of the most enjoyable time which | we have
spent.

My visit has strengthened my desire to echo the many
and warm good wishes that Your Ilighness veceived a
short time ago on your recent J ubilee, and, when we dvink
your health, as I now invite this company to do, it will be
the hope of all your guests that these good, wishes may win
fulfilment,

QPENING OF THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES AT DELHI,

His Excellency the Vieeroy presided over the Fighth Session 11tk Febrary

of the Chamber of Princes at Delhi on the 11¢h February and
opened the Procéedings with the following Address

Your Highnesses—1t is with great pleasure that I
weleome Yoar Highnesses to-day to the eighth meeting of
the Chamber of Princes. Last year, the first session,
when the new building came into use, was the occasion
of 'some very interesting  diseussions and a considerable
amount of useful business was transacted, I hope that
the present session will be no less profitable.  When I
reflect upon the importance aud complexity of the
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guestions . whick to-day face the States of India, T am
impressed by the great potential value to your Order of
being able in this way to take counsel together, and I
trust and believe that the Narendra Mandal will ___gppstqnﬂy
show itself worthy to point the path of wisdom. to, its
constituent members. : Qe T

Before proceeding to review the evemts amd work
of the past year, I would inform Your Highnessges lof a
tolegram which, on behalf of Your Chamber, the Standing
Clommittee at its first session last January vequested me
to send to England for communication to His Majesty.
It was in the following words bl |

s Mhe Standing Committee of the Chamber of Princes,
and those Princes whom it rvepresents, express their deep
concern over the continued illness of His Majesty the
King-Emperor, their gennine sympathy with Her Majesty
and other Members of the Royal Family im their anxiety,
which is shared by Princes and their subjects, and their
fervent prayers for Flis Majesty’s speedy recovery.’’

Her Majesty the Queen-Empress sent the following
reply '+ |

1 wish to convey grateful thanks to the Standing
Committee of the Chamber of Princes for their kind
messages of  eoncern and sympathy in regard to the
continued illness of His Majesty the King-Emperor, and
prayers offered for His Majesty’s speedy recovery.””

His Majesty's dangerous and protracted illness has
given cause throughout the Empive for the keenest and
gravest anxiety for many weeks past, and the thoughts
and sympathy of all have turned to Her Majesty and the
Members of the Royal Family. By God’s merey the most
eritical stage of the illness now seems fo be passed, and,
while convalescenee must be slow, Your Highuesses will
join with me in the hope and prayer that His Majesty
may soon be restored to his full health and vigour.
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Since the last session of the Chamber in February
1928 there have happily been but few changes among
the Ruling Princes of India. We have, however, sustained
" by death the loss of His Highness the Raja of Pudukkottai.

Sueceeding to the geds of his ancestors in 1886 His Late
Highness was invested with powers eight years later.
His health sinee 1922 had not been robust, and largely
for this reason he resided in Europe where, as also in
other parts. of the world, he was a well-known and a
‘popular figure. He attended the inaugural session of this
Chamber in 1921 and his loss is one which has been felt
acutely by his friends. T am sure that Your Highnesses
will join with me in wishing all happiness and prosperity
to the young Raja who in course of time will succeed to
his responsibilities, and in hoping that shen he comes
of age he will take a genuine and continuing interest in
the affairs of the Narendra Mandal.

Within the last few weeks another Member of the
Chamber has passed away in the person of His Highness
the Maharawat of Partabegarh, His Highness, a venerable
personality in Rajputana, full of years and honour, had
presided over the destinies of his State since 1890, Age
and infirmities had prevented his attending the Chamber
sinee ils inauguration. Your Highnesses will join with
me in condolence with his bereaved family and in the
hope that his snecessor will live long to rule wisely over
hig State and take his due place in the Councils of his
Order.

The outstanding event of the year, so far as the
Princes of India are concerned, has been provided by the
deliberations of the Indian States Committee.  After
spending last cold weather in India and touring extensively
in several of the States, the Committee have continued
their activities in England. A number of Your Highnesses
have attended their sessions and expressed considered
views on questions of import engaging Your Highnesses”

L6PSV ; 70
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attention no less tham that of s Majesty’s Government,

~ Though 1t is teo early as yet to forecast the result of the
Committee’s enquiry, T have no doubt that it will proye
4 material contribution to the elucidation of the difficult
problems with which it has heen concerned. It i a great
satisfaction to me that the appointment and  personnel
of the Clommittee should have met with Your Highnesses’
warm approval, and that you should have taken so active
an interest in their proeeedings both in this country and
in HEngland. I understand that considerable material has
been laid before the Committee; and whatever may be

* their conclusions they will at least not be based upon
seanty or insufficient cdata. Examination of the reporf
both here and in England will inevitably take time, and
1 am aware of the desire of Your Highnesses both that
you may be consulted before any final actiom is taken -
upon it and that no undue delay should oceur in reviewing
the position in the light of what the Committee may have

. to say. 1 can assure Your Highnesses that in both these
respects your desires will receive eareful consideration
and 1 realise fully that, if many weighty topies of interest
to Your Ilighnesses have not come before the Chamber
this year, it is because they are still in a sense sub-judice
before that Commitiee. It is obvious that the ground
must first be cleared before the lines of future action can
 profitably come under discussion,

"At the last session of the Chamber I referred to the
‘Bpeginl Committee app(nnlul to enquire into the opiam
‘iproblemy. . The Uommittee' have personally visited all the
S}.awa gongerned and bave achieved a dommendable degree
of progress, Many of the Durbars most closely interested
have expressed their readimess to cooperate with ' the
Government of India in effecting a solution of the difficult
- questions involved. The Committee’s report is now under

consideration and I hope that a eonclusion will be redched
which will prove béyond doubt that India is doing all
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she can to fulfil her international obligations. When
considerinig measures to -this end the Government will
mlways be anxious to secure that theé minimum amount
~ of dislocation and the minimum degree of financial Toss

shall be oceasioned to the States concerned. -

0 T mentioned also at our last meeting the enqulrms
that weve being raade regarding the development of the
'_road system of this country, Iere again 1 am glad to
say that cmmderable progress has been effected, and T
trust that it will soon be possible to extend to many of
‘the States a shave in the henefit of improved comniunica-
tions.; [ understand that at a vecent meeting of the
Standing Committee of the Chamber of Prinees the Report
of the Road Committec was shown to those Members of
the Committes who desired to see it, As the Report has
not yet been offieially adopted, it would be premature for
me to say mueh about it, but I mayv mention briefly the
primary objects sought by the Road Committee’s enguiries,
The introduction of motor transport in large degree into
this ecountry has made it necessary that as high a standard
as  possible of through communications should be
maintained. It iy with this objeet that it is sought to
apportion a share of the benefits to the States concerned,
At the same time I have no doubt Your Highnesses wil
recognise the necessity of providing some guarantee te
ensure ‘that the roads in question are satisfactorily
maintained. It may be that in some cases Durbars would
prefer to make arrangements by which responsibility for
maintenance of these voutes might be transferred to
Government. Where this is Lhe ease Government would
be ready to consider any proposals the Durbars may put’

forward.

During the past year it has again been my privilege
to visit various portions of what T may be permitted to
term Indian India. These visits have been of particular
J value and interest to me as affording an opportunity of
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meeting Princes who do not always find it convenient
to visit Delhi. Tt is encouraging to observe that on the
part of every foresighted Ruler there has been evinced
a elear tendency to improve the administrative machinery

~and to place increased facilities of all kinds at the dispess}
“of his people. Last year’s session of this Chamber was
memorable for the passing of a resolution moved by His
Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner in which the duties
of a Prince in relation to his people were brought
prominently to notice. This was an action which afforded
genuine pleasure to all who had the interest of Your
Highnesses at heart, and it would be matfer. for very
great regret if this resolution failed to meet the full
response which it deserved. I would call to mind the
remark made by His Highness the Chancellor that the
outside world is apt to form its judgment of your Order
with reference to the weakest rather than the strongest
aspeet which it presents. To those among Your Iighnesses
who are continually striving to effect improvement this
tendency may appear to be unfair and unjustified, but
T am afraid it is what must be expected from a cénsorious
world. Tf there are still rulers who do not fully recognise
their responsibilities, T would hope that more and more
there may grow up, and express itself through this
Chamber, a solid and progressive public opinion of Princes
and Chiefs, which will be powerful enough to secure that
the welfare and good repute of Your Highnesses' Order
be not allowed to suffer in public estimation.

There is one matter in particular in which I would
ask the Rulers of Indian States to be on their guard.
Tndustrial advancement is now the order of the day and
British India is endeavouring to come into line with the
rest of the world in ameliorating the general conditions
of labour. I am told that there is a distinet tendency on
the part of certain capitalists to endeavour to evade ths
factory regulations of British India by establishing mills
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or factories in the territories of Indian States, where
the namber of hours during ' which operatives may be
employed is sometimes longer than in British India, and
| where the provision of suitable accommodation for factory
hands is not made obligatory. The experience in Europe
_and in India on these two important aspeets of industrialism
i one from which warning might profitably be taken.
 To grant too ready a permission to labour employers to
adopt unprogressive methods in the treatment of labour
for their own benefit is a shortsighted policy which is
bound' to bheget serious trouble. Most countries have
- realised, and generally too late, the difficulties involved
by such a state of affairs, aud the Indian States will indeed
be  fortunate, if they are willing, while industrial
development within them is yet in its infaney, to benefit
- by the experience that has been so dearly bought elsewhere,

When I addressed Your Highnesses last year I
referred to the important problem of the future of the
Chiefs’ Colleges. My Government hope shortly to be in
possession of the views of the Governing Bodies of the
Colleges and of the local authorities on the draft scheme
prepared by the Government of India, when the question
will be ready for comprehensive econsideration. Your
Highnesses will, no doubt, realise that some delay must
inevitably take place before a decision ean be announced,
particularly as the replies received disclose 2 wide
divergence of opinion.

As Your Highnesses are no doubt aware His Highness
the Nawah of Palanpur represented India last year at
the meetings of the Assembly of the Lieague of Nations
at Geneva. He will present to the Chamber a statement
of his work there, and T will not therefore do more now
than foreshadow the offer to His. Highness of congratula-
tions of the Chamber on the manuer in which he performed
the important role he was good enough fo undertake.
From what I have leard His Highness won golden

[
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opinions from all with whom he came in eontaet and has,
like his predecessors in this capacity, added lustre to the
name of your Order before the world.

The Standing Committee of your Chamber has had
but one meeting since its last session, when a nuwmber of
important points were discussed and ventilated. Certain
of the summaries whieh have veceived very  eaveful
examination from time to time are now rum!y for presenta-
tion ‘to the Chamhber,

One reearding the construction of Tramways in
Indian States has been the subjeet of animated controversy
_in the Standing Committee between those who consider
/' that in-eertain circumstances railways should be protected,
by compensation, against competition by new tramways,
and those who hold that tramways should never be required
to compensate railways. The Summary, as now presented
to Your Highnesses, represents a compromise by which—
to state it briefly——the existing rules ave to apply to all
railways and tramways already constructed while' the
principle that in no circumstance will a ‘tramway
construeted wholly within one State pay eompensation
to a railway will govern the cases of all railways und
tramways to be constructed hereafter, ;

Another matter that I would wish to mention relates
to the employment of British ‘subjects and aliens in the
Indian States.  'The gsubjeet has been long under diseussion,
dating back almost to the earliest sessions of the Standing
Uommittee, and a Summary approved by the Standing
Committee was accepted by Your Highnesses in your
session. of February 1928, Tt has subsequently been
moclified in two points of substance. The first requires
. the approval of the India Office to the engagement in

Huarope of DBritish subjects on less than a certain seale
of pay ; since it has been found in. practice that such
persons, owing to their ignorance of India, are not always
competent judges of their own interests. The second
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point extends to Your Highnesses the right of employing
pensioners from the British Indian Services, who are
your own State subjects, without obtaining the prior
consent of the Government of India, who should however
" be informed of your action in each ease. These modifiea-
tions have been discussed with the Standing Committee
and have received their concurrence, I trust therefore
(| /that this question after a long and stormy voyage has
- reached the harbour of final settlement.

- The question of giving publicity to the proceedings -
- n this Chamber was referred by Your Highmesses to the
| Btanding Committee three years ago and I see that it hag
now to be placed before you with a recomwmendation that
it be adopted in future. This is a proposal of great and
far-reaching importance and 1 look forward to hearing
Your Highnesses’ views upon it. I am assured that after
. the further ‘consideration suggested to the Chamber by
Lord Reading Your Highnesses will not reach a decision
without, realising and weighing the full implications of
the new procedure, ak : ;

Among' other interesting Resolutions on your Agenda
is'a proposal made by His Highness the Nawab of Bhopal
to fix the meetings of the Chamber and of the Standing
Committee for ‘certain definite dates each year. I have
no doubt that to have fixed dates for these meetings would
he of eonsiderable advantage to us all. Difficulty has been
experienced in the past by reason of the fact that the
Members of this Chamber could never foretell definitely
whether the dates 1o be fixed wonld not -clash with other
arrangements.  The proposal thercfore for fixed dates has
much to recommend it, thongh, having reecard to other
. vegular engagements by which some of us are already
bound, a good deal will necessarily turn on the actual
dates selected. i
Further interesting . resolutions  on the Agenda are

1wo in the name of Iis Highness  the  Chancellor—one
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relating to the election of a Pro-Chancellor, and the other
designed to prevent voting for Members who do not desire
to serve either as Chancellor, Pro-Chancellor or on the
Standing Committee. I deprecate alterations in the
Constitution and Rules of Business except when pecessity

has been clearly shown, but these are designed to obtain
a truer expression than at present of Your Highnesses’

wishes in selecting your representatives and as sueh may
perhaps be welecomed. A further resolution from tha
game high source regarding the retention by the Chancellof
of his office while absent from India on dufies connected
with the Chamber eontemplates conditions which are likely
in the future to be rare. I am content to leave it to
Your Highnesses’ suffrages, remarking only that obviously
someone must eontinue to carry on the functions of
Chancellor in India, and the division of duties between
the two may present practical difficulties.

Another, in the name of His Highness the Maharaja
of Bikaner, desires the appointment of a Committee to
ye-examine after 12 years’ experience the findings of the
‘Committee appointed in 1916 to report on the best system
of eduecating minor Princes, The debate in this Chamber
last year on a vesolution of His Highness the Maharaja
of Alwar on ‘the cognate subject of the date of granting
powers of administration was evidence of the keen interest
taken by Your Highnesses in this most important subjeet,
and 1 would be the last to object to its being considered
and ventilated further. T would only suggest that 12
years is a short period in which to judge the suceess or
failure of any system, especially when it cannot in the
nature of things be universally and rigidly applied. To
dig up the sceds to find out whether they are germinating
is not a method recommended by the best horticulturists §
and education is a subject where practical results are
perhaps a better guide than a priori theories.
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I would like before concluding my address to express
to Your Highnesses my appreciation of the work dome
by His Highness the Chancellor and by the Members and
substitute Members of the Standing Committee during
the past year, as also by His Highness the Maharaja of
Alwar, who acted as Chancellor during the absence in
Europe of His Ilighuess the Maharaja of Patiala to attend
the mestings of the Indian States Committee. It is
perhaps unnecessary for me to allude to the smoothness
with which the actions and deliberations of the Standing

Committee have been conducted, and I am grateful for,

the advice and assistance which 1 have invariably been
able to count wpon from them, and also for the friendly
and courteous manuer with which negotiations have been

carried on with wy Secretariat, Your Highnesses will

proceed in due course to elect a mew Chancellor and
| Btanding Committee for the coming year and before doing
$0 you also will doubtless wish to express your appreciation
of, and to acknowledge the devoted labours of, His Highness
the  Mahavaja of Patiala and of the Membma of the
Standing Committee.

Tt me assuve Your Hichnesses that I shall follow
your deliberations with pleasure and interest, and I would

Specches by Lord Irwin., L EEEe

L

only now record my earnest desire that they will enure

to the benefif both of Your Highnesses” Stafes and Order
and of that greater India of which we all form part.

UNVEILING OF STATUE OF MAHADJT MAHARAJ AT
. YWALIOR. '

\ % ,
In unveiling the statue of Alijah Bahadur Mahadji Scindia
at Gwalior on the Gth March His Hxeelleney the Viceroy said

Maharaja’ Sahih, Mr. President, Ladies<aud Gentle-
men-~When T way asked by the Couneil of Administration
to take advantage of my visit to unveil  the statue of
Alijah Bahadur Mabadji S’amdm, I aceepted the invitation

L6PSV : e
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with genuine pleasure, for it is a privilege to do honour
to the memory of illustrious dead.

Indian history is full ‘of heroie figures and in the
stivring timés of the latter half of the 18th century few
names were better known, respected and feared than
that of the warrior-statesman, who is now being comme- |
morated in sight of the Palace of his successors, ' Xou
have shown, Mr. President, the lustre that still dwells
‘round the name of Patel Bua in Gwalior for his great
qualities and high achievements. Wisdom and strength,
loyalty and breadth of vision, were among those qualities,
fassociated with a high conception of the sanetity of the
spoken and written word. On such foundations be buil
the character that posterity reveres. Ifor his achievements,
‘you have the State of Gwalior as witness, A fugitiye
from the stricken field ~of Panipat, which nust have
seemed to many the death-knell of Maratha power, he
rose a few years later to be the most powerful individual
force of his day in India, and from the changes and
chances of those troubled times he welded together under
the house of Seindia the many diverse clements which go
to make up the State of Gwalior. He rose to wear proud
titles, to be virtual aibiter in Poona and Delhi, and to
dictale to Peshwas and Emperors. .

By the British nation Mahadji Secindia’s memory
will always be honoured, as that of a gallant soldier who
triumphed over disaster, a stuot-bearted foe and later a
stanneh ally, and a far-sceing statesman who founded a
great stafe,

e left a tradition-—in which i}wahor ig fortunate-—
a fradition of loyalty and tolerasion, which has been
maintained for many years by his successors, and swhieh
has contributed more than aught else to  the honourable
position which the House of Seindia now holds.

By the lamented and untimely death of his late
Highness, the mantle has now fallen upon your shoulders,



-Speecheé_’ by Lord Trwin,

Bangm# at Kotah,

+ prove 'broad and strong encugh to ' bear the heavy

“responsibilities, which your father and his predecessors

. discharged so well. | It is one of my ereat regrets that

T hdid not myself the privilege ‘of knowing His late

Hlﬂ'hnes.s, Imt I 'have lsarnt from his many friends the

- atfeetion and admiration he inspired in all who eame in

"; “gontact with him. I feel that I cannot let this day pass

without a brief reference to one to whom Gwalior: owes

[ muah In tle aﬂmmwtmtmﬂ of his Btate and in the

cnum.e]a of his Ovder he showed untiring energy and-

resouree.  Ilis thoughts were constantly for his people,

and the progrossive ideas on which he framed his policy

during hig rule were ever directed fowards the ameliova-

. tion of his subjects, and the well-being of his State. His

) Joyalty to the Crown and the Empire found expression

' during a long adwinistration and in particular during

\the Great War in services which will not soon he forgotten.

. Yonr Fighness, as your father was before you, so may you

live long to be remembered as the servant of your pr‘ople,
and a loyal ally of the King-Emperor.

Tl mow perform the pleasant dnty of ume]lmo
this statue,  May it stand to remind Alijah Mahadji’s
suecessors of the prineiples he followed and the tradition
he has left behind, and may they possess and svalue those
qualities of inielligence, energy and courage, which all
men have learnt to associate with those who bear Scindia’s
. name,

_ Y BANQUET AT KOTAH.
The fdllowing speech wis delivered by THis Excelleney
. the Viceroy at the Banguet at Kotah on the 17th Msrch :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen—My first
duty this evening must be to express my deep regret for

' the great inconvenicnee caused to Your Highness by the

Mahara;ja bahzb and I feel sure that in time they wild'

17th Maraha
1959,
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sudden ehange in the date of my visit to Kotah. T need
not assure Your Highness how reluctant I was to take g
tep ‘which I knew must put Your Elighness to considers
able trouble and anxiety, but a Viceroy is mot always
master of is own time and the demands of public busi-
ness are liable to dislocate his plans huwcver Garefully_"' 5
they may be made.” !

Your Highness however has not allowed this quﬂt[on
alteration in the date to impair in any way the excellent
arrangements made for our reception, and nothmu-
could have exceeded the eordiality of the weleome which
Your Highness and your people have accorded to Lady
Trwin and myself on our first visit to Kotah. We have
felt the keenest pleasure in visiting a State which traces
its individual history back 800 years to the firman of
the Emperor Jehangir, and for the last 40 years has
been happy to find in Your Highness a ruler whose first
thoughts have been always for his ‘people and
whose Iast thought is for himself. ' I have had the
privilege of visiting many States in India and of obsery-
ing the diverse features which they present, Wherever
T have been, I have been impressed by the respect: anel
friendship with which Rulers and people of the Indian
States alike always receive the Viceroy as the King-
Emperor’s representative. But I think nowhere more
than in Kotah State have T felt myself to be surround-

ed by a prevailing atmosphere of general kindliness,

1 do not think the reason is far to seek. The per-
sonality of a ruler imprints itself upon, and is reflected
in, hig subjects, and it scems to me that His I-I'ighness*s
kindly and sympathetic nature has struck a responsive
chord in the hearts of his people. They know that he
is ever ready to listen to their troubles, and to seek and
find a remedy for them. Ile has known how to adopt.
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modern ideas and modern science to their needs, while
retaining a scrupulouns  regard for the maintenance of
those old eustoms and traditions, which lend to Rajputs
and Rajputana  theiv peculiar charm and interest. If
any proof were meeded, it surely lay in the spontanecus
oufburst, of popular affection and concern which showed
itself when just two years ago Your Highness lay dan-
gérou%ly ill with pneumonia. I congratulate Your High-
ness on your eomplete reeovery and on the rich harvest
of affection and devotion on the part of your people
which, as was then shown, Yc}nr Ttighness has reaped as

il .tha fruits of a wise and benevolent rule. Tt has been

|

a grtﬂ.t privilege therefore to renew our acquaintance
w1th Your Highness among your own people, and in your
own pictiresque capital.

Outside your State, whether in the Chamber. of

‘Princes, where your wise advice is always at the serviee
of your Order, or among the large circle of friends

whose respect and affection Your Hichness has won. the
{=] 2

‘Maharao of Kotah'’s is a widely honoured name. But

on the banks of the Chambal it stands for something

even more. In my  all too short visit I have had the
opportunity of seeing many of the excellent public insti- .

tutions which owe their inception to His Highuess’s ad-
ministrative energy and cave for the moral and material

welfare of his people. Completed as funds beeame avail-
able, each of them marks a milestone “on the road of
 progress which has been steadily continued during the
long period of His Highness's rule. T was particularly

interested in the Bhim Cadet Corps which T visited Vess
terday morning. 'This institution, at the outset in the
nature of an experiment, has wvindieated the sagacity
of its ercator, and T congratulate Your Highness most

‘heartily on fthe success .already achioved and on the

L
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good spirit and the keen interest in their work which
the cadets digplay. I have also read, in the recent
reports on Education in your State, the pre-eminence
which Kotah has attained among the schools of Raj-
putana in vernacular and other examinations. The
visit which T was happily able to pay to the Herbert
College yesterddy confirmed all that [ had previously
heard of the excellence of Your Highness’s eduncational
jnstitutions. In this field, Your Highness has shown
that you ave fully alive to the vital part that Education
has to play in modern life. ) i |

Another projeet which, as Your Highness has just
told us, owed its inception and completion to your own
enthusiasm ig the new water supply completed a little
more than a year ago. The boon of an abundant sup-
ply of pure water has now been added to the many bene-
factions which Your Highness has conferred on ‘the
people of Kotah, and T am sure [ shall be acting in
accordance with Your Highness’s wishes when I congra-
tulate My, Devon on the successful completion of this
projeet. Mr. Devon is identified with many of the
buildings in your State, and is fortunately possessed of
the ability and industry to carry Your Hichnegs's bene-
ficent and altruistic ideas into execution.

I have learnt with deep regret of the widespread
damage to the spring ecrop which was caused by the
frost' at the beginning of February not only in Kotah
but throughout Rajputana and many other parts of
India. In a calamity of this magnitude, where nature
brings sudden devastation to her own handiwork, our
hearts go out to the poor cultivator who sees all his
rosy prospects blighted, and in one night fields turned
black and mined which a few hours before were = green
and full of promise. I feel sure that, in common with
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Ycur'._}ﬁghnéss, all Darbars in Rajputana which have

“been aifected will do their utmost to afford prompt and
generous relief to those who have so suffered.

LU Of Your Highness’s loyalty to the Crown and the
Empire there is little I can say that is not already known
to all. I would take this opportunity to join Yoeur High-
ness . in echoing the hearifelt gratitude which all India
4nd the Empire have felt in the steady progress which
| His Majesty is now making towards recovery from the
illness, which has caused us such grave anxiety during
these recent months. The services which Your Highness
qand Your Highness's State, in eommon with s0 many of
your race and of wour Order, rendered to the British
Hmpire during the Great War are not likely to fade
from our meiiories, and, at their recent meeting, the
Chawber of Princes reaflirmed with no uncertain voice
‘their unshakeable loyalty to the King-Emperor. It iy,
I doubt not, in conformity with the traditions of loyalty,
which has ever distinguished = your house, that Your
Highness has decided to join the State Forees scheme,
and I venture to eongratulate Your Highuess on that
. decision, o LR
Finally it only remains for me to thank Your High-
ness mogl warmly for your generous hospitality during
our wisit to your State and for all the trouble you and
your Staff have taken to malke it so full<of comfort and
enjoyment. T thanlk you too for all the kind things you
have said about Tiady Irwin and myself to-night. The
deep interest which any Vieeroy must take in the Indian
States is perhaps all the greater in my case for the here.
ditary associations you referred 'to this evening, and
I highly appreciate fhe generous terms in which Your
Highness has given expression to the recognition of this
fael this evening, As Your Highness has said, large

L
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questions are now upon the anvil, in British India and
in Indian States. The Committee presided over by. Sir
Harcourt Butler has formed its conclusions on the terms
of veference  submitted to them, both as vegards the
constitutional position of the States and in regard to any.
action they raay comsider desirable for the more satis-
factory adjustment of financial and economie velations
between the States and British India. ' Their report will
receive the most caveful and sympathetic consideration
at all our hands, and I can assure Your Highness that,
in the search for a fair soltition to these and kindred
problems, the Princes of Tndia may count on the .good-
will and friendship of the Government of India in no
less measure than Government themselves know that
they can rely on the loyal support of Your Highness’s
distinguished Order.

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION AT ST. STEPHEN'S COLLEGE,

DELHI,

10th March Tlis Excelleney the Vieeroy delivered the following specch
1620, 0 e Prize Distribution at St. Stephen’s College, Delhi, on
the 19th Mareh 1929 :-— ' ' :
My, Principal, Ladies and (Fentlemen~I always think
that an oceasion of this kind is really very much in the
nature of a family party, to which those who belong to
the family are extreémely kind to  invite outsiders.
And the outsiders that you do invite find themselves
introduced intn an atmosphere where past, present, and

future all meet under the common shadow, as it were,

and inspiration of a single loyalty to the same place ;
and for the moment those outsiders who are Afortunate
enough to be so introduced find themselves transplanted
into another society which is very attractive, and they
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therefore feel very’ much flattered by your kindness in

inviting them' here. That is certainly my feeling and,

apart from the pleasure that it always gives me to give
away prizes, because nobody 1 think when I was in gchiood
ever gave me one, if itin fact be true, from what appeared
in the Principal’s Report, that I should ' be the first
Viceroy to attend a similay funetion at St. Stephien’s
College, T am the more fortunate. But Delhi is now, as it
were, the Viceroy’s home-town, and thorefore it is per-
haps permissible—not only permissible but right—for the
“Viceroy to bas more closely interested in Delhi, and in
the welfare of Delhi, than was perhaps possible when his
headquarters were elsewhere,

I should like, before T say anything else, to add my

word of congratulation to all those who have been reg-
ponsible for producing the state of affairs disclosed in

the Principal’s Report. It seemed to me distinctly that, -
on the purely academie side—the educational side—as -

well as on the sovial side and on the athletie side—not
forgetting the suceess of the M. As. in winning a ecup
for the {ixst time —(Taughter), in all those direetions
the College was maintaining very worthily the traditions
and fulfilling the purposes for which it had been found-
ed, and on all that I congratulate it most warmly and,
in congratulating it, T am sure that those congratulations
are due very greatly to the Principal’and the staff by
which' he is helped, who give of their best to the work
that goes on here, and to the students, for it is obvious
that no instifution can be good or efficient without gaod

stndents. And therefore the general achievement of.

staff and students in maintaining the College where it
to-day stands is a matler for great happiness to all those
who wish the College well,
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You, Sir, mentioned the Delhi University Report,
and you said, very wisely, that you could not prediet
the final form in which the deeisions of the Government
of India would be cast; nor ean I (loughter)—and, if
this were possible for me, I should be more disereet than
to say anything liere ! But T can say this, that I
thoroughly well appreciate what you have said and
what must be the feeling of everyone who is elosely
ideatified with a College such as this, namely, that, what-
ever may be the future, it would be a profound calamity
if the individuality and the peculiar traditicns of a place
lilce this were to be lost or to be submerged and disappear.
(Cheers). What all these things—traditions, character
and individuality of a place—depend on are of course
matters on which we ecan all form our own opinion ;
but I am  fortified in my conviction that it is mot, and
ought not fo be, impossible to find the right adjustment
between the claims of a strong and vigorous college life
with the claims of a comprehensive strong University
life too. By my own recollection (such as is the recol-
Teetion of many here) of the relation that was held by
the Colleges that we knew—at Oxford or at Cambridge
—townrds tie life of the whole University, there was no
guestion at any time of any weakening of the College
life. DBut at the same time the whole Uollege knew and
felt that by making its own life strong—or, perhaps I
may pot it, with the object of making its own life strong
—it would enable the College the better to make it§ con-
tribution to the life of the whole University ; and thaf,
T svould hope, would be the line which anyhody who
deals with the University Report for Delhi would seek
to follow. Because, after all, that kind of relationship,
of the member to the body, is indubitably true of the
whole relations of all our human life. T am not going
to develop that, but I am going to suggest it to you, if
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you will, to think about it. And I suggest it in these

terms : whatever the unit of life you think fit to take,
whether you take the single individnal, or the family, or

the class, or the caste, or the community, or the village,

or the town, whatever it be—trade-union, anything you

like—-, the life of that unit will always be sterile, will al-
ways be cireumseribed and fail in its full development and
purpose, unless it is always reaching up to try and serve
something bigger than itself ; and what is true of these
units is just as true of nations and of races and of all
big divisions of society into which the world ever falls.
That, I am convinced, is true, and I would beg you-=
indeed I would® beg vou all, young and old and middle-
aged—constantly to bury this philosophy at the root of
your plan of life, And I suggest that it is that kind of
thing that i the best eonsolation and guidance to you
all ‘when vou are sonefimes—as the youngest of you
perhaps one day will be—very much disposed to be dis-
appointed, and irritated, and annoyed at the difficulty
youl have in vetting through as you would like with the
great business of life.

Now T see human life more or Iess, T think, in terms
of a greal mosaic—a great jig-saw puzzle-—sef out om
a huge floor on to which I am put in one eorner and yomn
are put in another corner, and somebody says to us all :
now you get to work and get as much of that jig-saw
puzzie straight in twenty or forty years or whatever
your term of life may be, ' Aned you feel what a despair-
ing matter it is, what differences of race and other
differences there are that matter, and you have to muddle
about with these infinite differences and occasionally to fit
in another little bit. and hope that somebody else does
not come along and unde it ; that is one way in whick
1 think I see human Jife, much as, I thiuk, the late Lord
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Salisbury told some students of foreign, policy thut all
goographies should be studied with large-scale maps.
S0 I heg those who study human nature to study it
also, if ‘they will, on a big seale, Don’t let our atten-
tion be toa mueh distracted with tiresome small matters;
let us look at the big features of human nature and ul.
the rvight way. -

Well, that perhaps seems rather remote from the
Delhi College ;' but it is mot really, becaunse | 1 believe
those men from Cambridge who founded this plac& Illly
vears ago were really seeing big enough to  appreciate
what it was in the power of the East amd West to do
if they would help one another. And that jis what T
mean by trying to see the thing on | a large ‘scale.
(Cheers). { (e

One word more and [ finish. I believe that, more
than anything else, the secret of whether we shall achieve .
anything of what we desire to achieve in our respeetive
sphores or not will depend upon @ whether or mnot we
stieceed in nigintaining what 1 may call the right seale
of values. May I give you 'a hint of what seems to me
in one or two directions the right scale of values. I
guppose all of s must put very high a real love of truth. -
In its effeet upon our learning and upon the whole
conduct of life, from truth, as T see it, springs disregard
of criticism that one knows to be unfair : it passes him
by, leaves him unmoved : it is from truth that courage
springs, and the faculty of distinguishing—so. v1tal in
ihese days of democracy when public opinion is the
wltimate court of appeal—what is eounterfeit and what
is trne both in eharacter and in opinion and in judgment
Thercfore let us try and pursne fruth. And next, a very
wide and generons view of our fellow-men. From this
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of course springs understanding, toleration, patience,
the character that vefuses to admit disappointment,
And ' mext, self-respect—because if you lose your self-
respect you lose everything, And clean living. Those are
gome of the things 1 think that go to make the character
of & man ; and, however valuable educational and iutel-

ledtnal qualltles may be, let us never make the mistake
of supposing that they alone will win a man salvation,
(‘harautur combined = with learning, that is the right
test,  If I had to choose between the two, let me frankly
say that 1 should prefer character, but if we get both
rhe more happy ave we. (Cheers).

Well, Mr, Prineipal, anybody who is in a place like
this and who emerges from it with those kind of guali-
ties will not 1 think lack opportunify, or find it impos-
sible, to employ those qualities ; and it was with pro-
found satisfaction that I heard that some of your stu-
dents tnder the leadership of Mr. Capron have set their
hand to taking a direet interest in some of the social
problems thut are all round us in this city of Old Delhi.
This they will not regret, and I am sure others who join
them will never regret but also nail their banner to the
same mast.  And it is because I believe a place like this,
with its background of religion, with its corporate life,
with its eommon ideals, in which all communities are
able to join and to share, has so much in it of power te
sénd people out into this world for the serviee of this

Delhi, of this India, that it is a greater privilege fo me
to have Dbeen able to come here to-day and have
some small opporlunity of testifying to the value of the
work that I believe this College, with its staff, its stu-
dents, its past, is to-day doing. I thank you. (Loud
applause).
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His Excellency the Vieeroy addressed both Houses 'of the
Indian Legislatuve on  the mording of the 12th Apnl as
followa ' |

- Gmtlemen,——l have exercised wmy prmlege of ve
quiring the attendance of the members of hoth Chambers
of the Indian Legislature this morning for two purposes.
The first is that I might have the opportunity of assoriat-
ing myself, by what is at onee the most persdnal and the
most formal means open to me, with what I know will
have been their immediate and universal fieling of re- -
gentment at the outrage which four days ago was. per-—
petrated in this building.

Tt is not necessary for me to dwell npon the aetual
events which took place hefore the eyes of many here.
We must thank the mereiful protection of an over-ruling
Trovidence that the desigos of wicked men should have

. been,, ag it seems, S0 unaccountably and miraculonsly

frustrated, while to Sir Bomanji Dalal we fténder our
sincere sympathy, mingled as it may happily be with
wratitude that he and others ywore spared even graver
injury. With the nets comwitted the law can be left to
deal, bui there are certain general reflections that may
perhaps rightly find expression at such a time as this,
Throughout history, men hayve been tempted to seek the
promotion of political purposes by resort to  erime.
Thongh they may resudt in the destruction of a few
individual lives, such efforts are foredoomed to failure
hecause there 18 a fum'lnmr-ntal and instinetive reasom,
which leads ordinary men everywhere to reyvelt againgt
such attempted terrorvism. For they realise that soeciety
itself depends upon the guality of protection that it can
guarantee to the humblest of its constituent members,
and that, if this guarantee were to be lightly viclated
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and trodden under foot, society would rapidly revert to
the order of the jungle, where strength and stealth are
the only abiding sources of security.

And if this be true of attempts to challenge the
sanctity of individual life, of how mueh move grave im-
port is not an attempt, such as that which is in all our
minds, directed against a body which, with its sister
(‘hamber, is not only a collection of individuals but stands
in a ecollective capaeity for something more significant
and comprehensive than even the sum of all the interests
vepresented in it ? Here we come face to face with a
naked conflict of two contradictory philosophies. This
Assembly exists as an outward symbol of that supremacy
of reason, argument and persuasion whichk man through
the ages has been, and is still, eoncerned to establish over
the elemental passions of his kind. ' Thé bomb stands as
a eruel and hideous expression of the gospel of physical
violence which, repudiating reason, would recoil from
no atroeity in the achievement of its sinister designs. [t
is indeed partly because, through the corporute person
of this Assembly, a direct threat has thus been levelled
at the whole constitutional life of India, and everything
Awhich ‘that life ineludes, that I have thought fit to
summon the two Iouses together here to-day.

On more than one occasion it has been the dnty of
Government to eall public attention to the subversive
and revolutionary sechemes of which India js in certain
quarters the professed objective. I have never concealed
my view of the gravity of the danger which, if vigilance
were for a moment relaxed, would menace Indian society,
end 1 would urge Hon’ble Members to ponder long and
seriously upon what lies behind the recent incident.
Deeds of violence, such as that of which this Chamber
has recently been the scene, can never he completely dis-
entangled from the setting in which the idea behind

L
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them has been nurtured. In such matters some men
have thought and spoken before other men resort to the
extremity of aetion. ' And dangerous words, written or
Spoken by one man, are only too frequently the peisonous
seed falling mpon the soil of another man's perverted
_ imagination, From such root in due course springs the '
Tz dmpulse which  drives human beings to ruthless and |
shameless crime, and invests it with the false halo of
7. self-sacrifice.  And so, to go no further back than  the
last few months, India is: disgraced by the mupder in
Liahore of that young and most promising Police Offieer,
Mr, Baunders, and the gallant head eonstable, Chanan
Bingh, still more recently of a highly respected Indian
Police Officer in Barisal, and lastly by the outrage here
“which many Hon'ble Members were compelied fo avit-
ness.

I do not doubt that all right-thinking persons, with

such an object-lasson fresh in their memory, will be of

~one mind and speak with one voice in reprohation  of

such conduct. But if there be reprobation, let it be un:

qualified, To condemn a crime in one breuth, and in

the next to seek excuse for it by laying blame on those
against whom it is directed is no true condemnation.

Speaking here as head of the Government of India
it behoves me fo make it abundantly plain that my Gov-
ernment will not be deterred by any such futile and in«
sensate acty from the discharge of its evident duty to
take whatever measures may seem to it right and neces-
sary for the protection of law-abiding ecitizens. In one
respeet, and it is vital, the task of Govermment and of
the Legislature is the same. That task ig to sccure the
conditions under which alone the things that make for
India’s welfare and happiness may grow. Apart from
#ll other considerations such an event as that of last
‘Monday cannot possibly -accelerate, any more than it

Sikps
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should be allowed to retard, the development of Tudiam
institutions and the orderly pursuit of Indian aspirations,
which the true friends of India desire.

It is ot by-resort to foree or by belief in foree that
the fafure can be assured, and those who inspire and take
part in such outrages ave indeed the greatest enmemies of
| India’s progress.  For let no man stand aside and delude
himself with the belief that the State's security is not the
affair of the individual eitizen. Once the gospel of force
is admitted as a suitable means for the attempted
coercion of Govermment, there is no epnflict of interest,
religious, racial, or ¢conomie, which it may not be sought
to resolve by appeal to the same tribunal.

The second reason for which 1 have required your
attendance this morning was to acquaint Hon’ble Mem-
bers with the decisions reached by my Government in
view of the situation created by the ruling given yester-
day by the President of the Legislative Assembly. The
result of that ruling, which it is not my purpose here to
diseuss, is twofold. In the first place it propounds an
interpretation of the rules, which 1 am satisfied is not in
conformity with their original intention.

In the second place, the practical effect of the
President’s ruling as it stands is to debar Government
from asking the Legislature to give it the additional
powers of which it coneceives itself to stand in need, and
to make it impossible for either Chamber of the Legisla-
ture to record any decision upon Government’s pro-
posals, or to form its own judgment upon the question
whether or not it could usefully conduct its debates on
these proposals within the rules of order.

I desire to state clearly the position of myself and
my Government on both these issues, Entertaining as
it does no doubt as to the intention of the rules in ques-
tion, my  Government is none the less constrained to
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recognise that the only, appmpnate persen =t.o .irftorpret
within either House of the Legislatnre the “rules under
which it works is the President of the Eouse hl.mwlf
If thervefore the mterpletatlon of jthe rules by the
President of either House gives mise s now to a situation,
in which Government for grave rcasons is unable to:
acquiesce,  the only effeative 1‘anwdy is/ ! that - early
measures should be taken to secure by due mzrhomy
sueh amendment of the rules, as may be neee%'wy to
prevent any recurrence in future of a similar intersuption
in the normal legislative pmcudure' That courss we
propose to follow without delay, and, in order that there
may be no nuﬂuurler‘;tundlng, 1 will add that the hmad
purpose of the amendment in the rules which we propose
to seek will be to secure that the progress of legislation,
which it is within the power of the Incdian Legislature
to pass, shall not be prevented by the President of either’
House, exeept in virtie of exptess powers to do so con-
ferred upon him by the Rules and Standing Order_s.l

Meanwhile, and pending the possibility of further
action in the Legislature, the primary responsibility for
protecting the foundations of the ordered State rests and
must rest upon the Executive Government, of whieh I
am head. Neither I nor my Government can noglect
that respousibility even though the technical dithiealty
created by the ruling to which I have already referred
has made it impossible to shave it with the Legislature.
We cannot ignore the fact that the men behind the
revolutionary movements, against  which  the Bill is
direeted, will not stay their hands because the enactment
by the Indian Legislature of preventive legislation is
postponed. ' With this danger in, view, and speaking
with a full knowledge of much that can i;eeessa.ri]y not
now be publicly disclosed, I conceive that it has become
imperative for Govérmment fo obtain the powersspro-
posed in the Public Safety Bill without further delay.
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I have aceordingly decided after careful review of all
‘the facts to ayail myself of the authority conferred upon
the Governor-General under Section 72 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, in order to issue an Ordinance giving
to the Governor-General in Council the powers in ques-
tion. The purpose of those powers as the Legislature
i aware is preventive ; they will affect none who are e¢on-
tent Yo employ thejr liberty in this country for legitimate
ends by legitimate means, and the conditions under which
they will be exercised have been the subjeet of wvery full
and careful consideration,

I am Folly conscious of the sorious character of the
personal decision which I have thought it right to take,
but, though the responsibility in this particular matter
rests upon the Governor-General alone, I have no fear that
my acfion will not ecommand the approval of that vast
majority of India’s people, who have faith in India’s
Ffuture, and whose first desire is to see their eountry
Pprosperous, contented amnd secure.

.

CHELMSFORD CLUB DINNER.

His Excelleney the Viceroy made the following speecch at20th Jupe
the Chelmstord Club Dinner at Simla on the 20th June :-— 1929,

Mr. President, Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlomen,—
My first duty must be warmly to thank the Club for having
again invited Lady Irwin and myself to be your guests.
The first time you did ws a similar honour was when I
had only recently come to India. That was vearly three
years ago, and now I find myself your guest a second
time more than half way through my period of office. The
recollection of your kindness on that occasion is my excuse
for taking advantage of it to-night to say something abont
a few of the matters which we have ail had lately in our
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posts of publie scrvu,e. | - Batae

We are all glad to know, Mr, PI‘GH]d(‘IIt that those
talents of ability, shrewduess, character and taet, whmh
huave carried you to the highest ‘point of a dlStxn{;Ll!_ﬁbed’
offieial earecr, are not to be huried in a napkin when you
cease to be a Member of the. Governor-General’s Executive '
Conneil, but are to find ‘scope’in the Chair of the Banking
. bnquzry Committee.  Sir George Schuster eould mot have'
found anyoue, not diveetly identified with any braneh of
business, who s better fitted to conduet an investigation
into this complicated topie, and 1 count it very fortunate
that he should further have suceeeded in indueing & busi-
ness-man of the calibre and fechnical knowledge of Sir
Purshotamdas Thakurdas to be your prineipal colleagus
in this work. 1t is with deep regret that we have just’
learnt of the untimely death of Mr. B, ¥\ Madon who hadl
beeri willing to serve on thé ' Committee and who would
have brought te its aid specialist experlence of no urdmary
kind. .

The Club ntay rightly also be proud of furmishing oiie
of its members to be the first Indian fo lead the Leagne
of Nations Delegation. 1 am personally very pleased that
we shonld be sending a Delegation to Geneva under Indian
Leadership.  Sir Muhammad IHabibullah, if he will allow
me to say so0, has already deserved svell of his country
both by the way in whmh with the 1ma‘imhle assistance
of Mr. Sastri, he has handled delicate qne'«ttom abroad in
South and Bast Africa, and at home hay siuadﬂv pressect
forward to the establishment of an Agricultural Couneil
of Researeh, which T hope will be formally 1nmwu1'ated
to-morrow to the lasting henefit of India’s permier industrv..
Tn the discharge of these fresh responsibilities he will, I
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- do not doubt, bring new credit to himself and India. And
{ for three months he will be in the pleasant position of
& detached critic of the doings or misdoings of the Govern-
ment of which he is a Member, and thus approach the
wholesome  state of being able to see himself and his
colleagues as others see them. I can fancy that many of
us might wish that we could ourselves occupy for a time
a similarly detached position, sines it must be admitted
that for Vicerays, Members of (tovernment, as for all publie
persons, the times are difficult, and we might all benefit
by a quiet opportunity for introspection. In human affaire
- merit and reward seldom go hand-in-hand, for in the world’s
auction the sueccessful salesman generally dependy rather
upon brass-threated advocacy of his wares than upon their
intrinsie qtia]it,_y. The merits of Governments are xo donbt
unequal ; but, while the Government of India is certainly
not the least meritorious of its kind, I suppose there is
no Government in any country which, whether through
modesty or by reason of the conditions under which it works,
is less prone to vocal self-advertisement. And its virtues
are therefore apt to go unrecognised.

There are none the less important features of policy,
for which on any dispassionate consideration I think my
Government are entitled to greater credit than we always
receive. The policy of strict neutrality that we have
adopted towards the development of affairs in Afghanistan
has been recognised on all hands to be well conceived and
o have been consistently pursued. It has naturally not
been without great sympathy and concern that we have
watched the unhappy progress of these events across our
frontier, but the task of restoring equilibrium, union and
peace is one which must be, and ean be, accomplished
only by Afghanistan herself. Meanwhile we in India must
be content to wait and hope that before long we may see
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a stable Government re-established throughout. Afghanist'm i
upon the consent of the whole Afghan people, with whiek -
we may resume our old relations of neighbourly friendship
end mutual respect. Here, at any rate, is & sphere m
which the policy of Government has been generally, "I
might perhaps say universally, approved. ' :

In other  directions we have been less fortunate. Y
not infrequently read of attacks made on Government at
the present time for -what is termed its reactionary, e
pressive and ruthless poliey. Let us examine on what sueh -
charges  rest. I take what I assume to be the three
principal indictments in the count, the Public Safety Biil
and Ordinance ; the Trade Disputes Aect ; and certain
arrvests and prosecutions during the last few months,

| The case for the Public Safety Bill and  for the
Ordinance which replaced it has been frequently stated,
and I do not desire to traverse that ground again excopt
to make two points plain. Some have said that, unless
and until action 18 in fact taken under the Ordinance ox
under the Public Safety Bill, if and when it becomes law,
it will be evident that the ordinary law will have proved
sufficient to deal with the situation and that 1 and my
Government shall stand econvieted of having asked for
panie¢ powers, Such an argument rests upon a compicte
misconception of the faets, The prineipal importance that
we attach to the Public Safety Ordinance is that of the
dererrenf effect, which we anticipate that it will exercise.
It has been more than once very framkly proclaimed by
Communist sympathisers in England that it was their
purpose to reinforee those who were preaching these
doctrines here. The Public Safety Ordinance will be a
clear danger signal to them that, if they do suceeed in
finding their way to India, they cannot count upon a firee
run of an indefinite period for the disseminatien of their
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mischievous creed, while Government under the ordinary
law would be accumulating sufficient evidence for theis
prosecution, I kmow of no reason by which the Govern-
ment of any ordercd State should be held bound to sit
still with folded hands and wateh the security of the
interests commitied to its charge thus stealthily —under-
mined. In no case will the Ordinance operate against any
Indian ; nor will it toueh any non-Indian who desives to
pursue a lawful avocation or to lead the life of an honest
eitizen, It will operate only, whether as deterrent frow
entry into India or by expulsion, against those non-Indians
who believe that the social evils of India or of any other
conntry are to be cured by the destruction of the very
foundations on which all sociefy has been erected.

Tn other quarters the action of Governmenf has been
eriticised for the order of procedure adopted in relation
to the Public Safety Bill and the arrests of the men now
undergoing trial. ' Why, it is said, could not Govermment
have stayed its hand over the arrests until the Publie
Safety Bill was safely through ¢ It was no doubt open
to us to act in the sense suggested by our erities. Such
& course might no doubt have obviated some of the diffi-
culties that have arisen, But 1 was satisfied in my own
mind that had we so proceeded we should have laid our-
selves open to & charge of treating the Assembly with
lack of candour. What was the position 7 'Wa have all
along maintained that the ordinary law offered only a
partial remedy, in that one of the mecessary conditions of
its successful operation was a delay which in our view was
dangerous. We  had accordingly introduced the Public
Safety Bill, of which the purpose had been generally assumed
1o he that of procuring the deportation of partieular
individualy. Tn the meantime, while the Bill was still
awaiting diseussion in the Assembly, we decided on the
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evidence available to 'us to arrest and prosecute these
persons among others under the ordinary law. If we had
suppressed the very relevant fact of this decision in order
to facilitate the passage of the Bill, would it not have
been said, and not without justification, that we had been
guilty of something like bad faith towards Members, by
inviting the Legislature to take a decision upon what we
knew, but what they would not have known, to be an in-
complete statement of the facts ¥ The matter seemed to
me searcely to admit of argument, and I therefore
deliberately reached the conclusion with my colleagnes that
such a course would be wrong, and nothing that has
oecurred has given me cause to récomsider my opinion.

Support for the theory of a repressive and ruthlesy
Government is further sought in the Trades Disputes Act,
the passage of which will always be associated with the
name and with the parliamentary gifts of Sir Bhupendra
Nath Mitra. I own myself at & loss to understand how,
with any regard for the meaning of words, this Act can
be called in aid of the indictment it i3 sought to frame.
The bulk of the Act is directed to the promotion of core
eiliation in Trade disputes and, as such, must surely com
mand the sympathy of all who desire to see such questions
resolved by pacific means. But, if organised bodies of
tabour and employers arve to share the advantage of enlist-
ing public opinion in favour of conciliation as they il
do under this Act, it is not unreasonable that they should
cach be invited to recognise that in disputes affeefing
important publie utility services the general public has a
direct interest of which it is rvight to take account.’ The
other clanses of the Aect, prohibiting lightning strikes or
lock-outs in specified serviees and penalising in certain
eirenmstances the fomenfation of general strikes or lock-
outs of the nature to which I have referred, assert this third
party interest, Where society is organised it Is not possible
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in these cases for Government merely to keep the ring

and wateh the battle waged, for during the process millions

.ol innoeent persons are necessarily exposed at least to grave

dislocation of their ordinary life and at the worst to misery -

. 'and aeute privation. If a duty lies upon society to have
| pegard to the welfare of ity industrial population, it is
not less ineumbent upon those who win their livelihood
from industry to pay consideration to the welfare of the
whole community of which they are part. It has been
contended that these provisions are designed to interfere
vith the just liberty of labour by imposing restrictions
~on the assumed right of the workman to strike, using that
word in its broadest sense. But analogous @ legislation,
imposinig in some cases even greater restrictions on this
right to strike, is in eontemplation or actually finds place
upon the statute books of Canada, Australin, New Zealand,
Switzerland and Wrance.  Are those countries, where, if
anywhere, demoeracy understands liberty but also knows
that liberty is not license, are they all the victims of ruth-
less and repressive Governments 7 T searcely think indeed
that the Government of India, if it had been unsympathetic
to the real interests of labour, would have invited the
appointment of a Royal Commission to explore so widely the
labour situation. Such appointment’ is evidence of the
importance that my Government attaches to these qies-
tions, and I am glad to see that its membership has been
generally and rightly taken as a guarantee that they will
be brought under thorough and sympathetic examination,

Tt is ﬁnally alleged that evidence of a repressive poliey
ig to be found in the fact that Government has thoought; it
necessary to proseente certain individuals for  offences
against the State. On what does such an allegation rest t
1f Government is right, as all sane persons would admit, to
prosecute men who resort to overt action in violation of
the law, by what reasoning can it be judged wrong to
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tuke steps against those who make Speeehes or enter inle
eonspiracies fo inspire other and perhaps less prudent en
to such violation § The assertion of the law is the elear
duty of any Government, and what my Government hag
done is to bring to trial in the erdinary courts of the land
persons who in its judgment have committed . offences
against the State or aguinst the public tyanquility, Let
no one deceive himself ; the effect of a transgression of the
law is move far-reaching than the actual breach committed,
end any society that forgets that the reign of law is &
condition of its own existence will soom find itself help- .
legsly drifting towards the cataracts of anarchy.

Mz, President, T do not clain that the Government of
India is perfect—few human institutions are—but I do
¢laim that it enjoys no moenopoly of human wickedncss:
and that its opponents enjoy mo monopoly of human
wisdom. I find it hard to believe that those who attack
dovernment oa  these lines are concerned se much fo
exaniine the merits or demerits of a particular poliey, as to
ase any arsument, good, bad or indifferent which may in
the eyes of some bring diseredit upon the Govermment,
It has been said that it is the duty of an Oppositien 1o
oppose, aud in India the temptation to allow prejudice
rather than reason to be the motive power of opposition
is perhaps greater than elsewhere by reason of the faet
that here ctritics commonly regard themselves as exempt
from any direct vesponsibility, ane that the lime drawm
hetween Govermment and Opgposition ean be readily mis«
represented  as  coterminous ‘with the (Ti-vis_i_cn between i
officials ‘and non-officials, and with a further and more

~ dangerous division based on racial difference.

It is not for we now to disecuss in what direction we¢
may be likely fto witness modification of India’s existing
eonstitutional machinery, or what effect any such change
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inay produce upon the relations between Goverument and
©pposition. . I permit myself one general observation only.
It has been publicly sugeested that it might be possible to
||| devise means by which the free growth of India’s politicak
il institutions should be seeured without the necessity of
reeurring enquiries such as that of which India has recently
| 'been the subjeet. Though I do not atterapt to provounce
| ‘upon the feasibility of this suggestion, 1 cannot doubt
that, if sueh means could in fact be found, it would be
greatly for India’s good. For after all the true philosophy
should be that a eonsfitution is something that grows as o
living organism, drawing strength and character from the
envivonment, science and practice of daily life. There js
. mueh truth in what was said by g modern biographer of
|, Alexander Hamilton, than whom few persons had more {0
| do with the ereation of what we now call the United States,
/ that the ideal constitution should be analogous not to the
school boy’s coat which the man outerows, but to the bark

of & tree which expands with the matural growth of

years,

. In this business of constitution-building—may I unders
Jime what T have said before ?—there is room for all to
. take thair shave, and, if it is to be wisely handled, it must
be by the best brains of Britain and India mutually helps
ing one another in the task. During the last 12 months
we have seemed to wateh the prospects of co-operation in
the measure which all well-wishers of India would desire
réceding from view, under the pressuve of vesentment in
some quarters at the choice which Parliament had made as
to the instrument fo conduct an enquiry on its behalf,
I have never either underrated the strength of the opposi-
tion to Sir John Simon’s Commission or imptigned the
motives of those who felt it their duty to pursue that
line of conduet. But none the less I think that the DpPOgi-
tion to the Statutory Commission has rested, to some degree
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‘at all events, upon a misconception of their funetions. It
has been assumed by many that they were the .Lan-.givérs-
on the Mount, who would from that lofty eminence impart
a new dispensation to India. Such a coneeption of the
work of the Commission has never, so far as 1 know, Ffound
currency in England. Nor indeed, conscious as they must
have been of t 3 importance of the task placed upon their
ghoulders, has this ever been the view taken by the Commis-
sion of their own responsibilities ¥ AW

T would vemind you of what Sir John Simon said in J
a speech during his tour in India. “* No one’’, he said,
‘glionld regard the Statutory Commission or its eollengues
as though we were settling and deciding the constitution
of British India. Our task is very important, but it 18
not that, Our  takk is that of making a fair, honest
sympathetic report to the Imperial Parliament. When we
have made our report, then it would be Tndia’s opportunity
to make her full contribution, which is right and necessary,
to her future constitution, which wonld be framed by
(ireat Britain and India together.”” That is T believe an
exact statement of the Commission’s respousibility which
it: is desirable to bear in mind.

Meanwhile, it is evident that two of the problems on
which public attention more and more tends to fasten are
those of minority communities and of the Indian States,
and T would say a word in regard to each.

Tt was concerning the first, or rather coneerning the
urnhappy consequences of communal discords, that 1§
ventured to address the Club nearly three ' years ago. -
There will be general satisfaction that, with the deplorable
exception of Bombay, the last three years have seen a
steady diminution of communal rioting and outrage. I
believe it is many years sinee the Bakr-Id festival passed
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off with 'so little actual trouble and disturbance. But

1 am afraid we should delude onvselves were we to think
that this improvement in the outward manifestation of
“eommunal feeling implied that . communal . feeling | had
geased to be. It is much if the adherents of either side can
recognise that their differences are rather subjeets fox
argument and debate than of blind outbreaks of mob
violence. But we know very well that, as a political ques-
| tion, the communal problem is still unsolved. As in the
international problem of disarmament the first requisite
of progress is to exoreise and allay the spirit of suspicion
and fear that forbids mutual confidence and drives men
t0 seek security in the strength of their own defences, so
it is with the communal problem in India. Could the
leaders of majority communities once convinee minorities
that their interests were in no danger at their hands, the
baekbone of the problem would have been broken.  This
the leaders of majority eommunities alone can achieve, and
they would be the first fo recognise that they have not yet
sueceeded in it. So long as this is so, it mast remain
“the purpose of all patriotic. men to bend fheir energies to
the task of bringing into concord the different component
parts of India’s common life and, in the meantime, to avoid
anything that may make that task moré obstinate.

The other large problém of India’s futnre is the Indian
States, and here weo have to deal with three strands of
faet and policy. There is first of all the desire to wide
statesmanship to see a canvas set on which a pieture of
All-India may ultimately be drawn. Then there are the
Treaty Rights of the Princes, inherited from the THast
India Company, and hallowed and confirmed by successive
declarations of the Crown ; and, lastly, there are the feel:
ings of States subjeets, of which all wise and liberal- mmf[ed
Rulers will take account,
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I do not believe that this or any problem is beyond
the power of wise men to solve, if only they approach
it with cool heads and steady hands ; but, just as the knot
of a boot lace becomes intractable if roughly and brusquely
handled, so it is with such questions as are implieit in the
position of the Indian ‘States, The appointment of Bir

Hareourt Butler’s Committee was designed to elucidate

faets and give to all concerned such material as they could,

the better to see the problem swhole. But 1 make no con-
ecalment ‘of my view that, in any proposals that may be.

made, it is essential on every ground of policy and equity
to carry the free assent of the Ruling Chiefs of India,
and that any svggestion that Treaty Rights, which the
Princes are aceustomed and entitled to regard as sacrosanct,
can be lightly set aside is only caleulated to postpone the
solution that we seelk, '

The British Tleetions have just been held, and His
Majesty’s Government has now been entrusted to other
hands. But whatever the differences between British
partics, 1 know that all desive to find a path wide enough
for Great Britain and India to walk along together. I
know to0o that, behind the noise and din of much politieal
controversy in India, there is, even among many whose
position compels them to be profagonists in political battles,
a great volume of strong and sane opinion that desires
nothing so much as to reach in partnership with Great
Britain an honourable settlement of Indin’s constitution.
When I go to England T shall seek opportunity of dis-
cussion with His Majesty s Government on these grave
matters. It will be my duty, as T bave said elsewhere, to
vepresent to His Majesty’s Government the different stand-
points of those who can speak for Indian political opinion.
This T shall strive {o do as faithfully as T may, in the spirit

L.
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and to the end outlined in what are for me the two
governing pronouncements of British hope and purpose

the familiar Declavation of 1917 and the Instrument of

Instruetions which every Governor-General receives from.

the King-FEmperor when he assumes office; wherein  Elis

Majesty affirms that ‘¢ Above all things it 1 Our will and
pleasure that the plans laid by Our Parliament for the
progressive realisation of respousible government in British
India as an integral part of Our Bmpire may. come {0
$ruition, to the end that British India may attain its due
place among Our Dominions '’; L earnestly pray that, as

the future unfolds itself, we may see the sure realisation oi

this hope.

It is good for all of us, who are involved in the pres-
sure of day-to-day work, occasionally to stand back and
try to correct our sometimes too marvow perspective by
the light of wision and faith. So doing, 1 seem 'to see
through the dust one thing standing out in unassailable

@ relief.  The work of those——whether Indian or Britigh -
who are concerned with India is that of an experiment
unique in history. That experiment is nothing less than
the building firm of a politieal fabric in which India may
realise her destiny and where Hast and West alike may
freely offer their peculiar gifts for the common service of
mankind. The difficulties are immense ; the pursnit of

‘P“sueh a quest must eonstantly place an ﬂlmnst intolerable
strain 1pon the resolve even of those to whom it stands os
perhaps the most impelling purpose to which human effort
can be (ln'cctvcl Nevertheless, feeling as I do that upon

Hihe success of thigz endeavour issues more profound than
either Indian or British depend I believe that Providence
which ultimately controls the affairs of men will not permit
the great design to be frustrated.
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INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH COUNCIL.

. The following speech was delivered by His HExeellency the
Vicetoy at the opening of the Inaugural Meeting of the Agriculs
tural’ Reseaveh Conneil held st Simla on the 21st June -~

Gentlemen,—1 am glad to have another opportunity of
weleoming to Simla representatives of the Provinces and
of the Imperial Department of Agriculture, and 1 think
we may consider it of good omen that our pmoee{hngs
ghould have been accompanied by rain, which is always
sweleome. T much vegrvet that the Hon’ble Minister of
Agriculture from Burma has, atter all, been unable to be
with us to-day, but I am very glad that that Provinee is
not unrepresented, especially as it w 4s not upwsented af
the Conference convened by my Government in October
1928 to consider the steps to be taken to earry into eitect
the recommendations of the Royal Commission on Agricil-
ture. To the other Hon’ble Ministers and representatives
from Provinees, our gratitude is also due for coming so -
£ar at a season of the year when travelling must, T fear, bhe'
a source of no small discomfort.
il
We are now meeting, gentlemen, to inaugurate the Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research which, as T had occasion to state
to last year’s Conference, was perhaps the most oviginal .
and the most far-reaching of the suggestions contained in
the Commission’s Report. It is not necessary for me to-day
to repeat what I said when opening the earlier Conference
about the value of research in promoting the developmens
of a conntry so predominantly agricultural as India. But
I may be allowed once more to emphasise that regearch
offers a fruitful field for co-operation between the Govern-
ment of India and the Provinces and a sure means of
stimulating and widening the agricultural development of
this country. Thanks to the work whieh the Conference
of Hon’ble Ministers of Agrieulture and other Provineial
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representatives accomplished in  the Conference whicl
assembled last autumn  and to the coustructive aud
| sympathetic aid given by the leaders of parties in' the
Leg1§lat1ve Assembly, we have._evolved for the Council an -
| . organisation which, while founded on the basie prineiples -
: suggested by Lord Linlithgow and his colleagues, has been
40 modified in certain ‘ways which we felt made it morve.
i suited to the presemt-day requirements of India. Thege -
1 changes are fully explained in the Resolution constituting
| the Uouneil, copies of which have, I understand, been com-
municated to all of you. They are designed to ensure
for the Council the masimumn of efficiency in operation b'}'
providing separate organisations for administration an&
for seientific serutiny and advice ; the greatest measure of
freedom from Governmental contlol compatible with the*
obligation of Gtoyernment to see that public funds are pro-
perly spent ; close and cordial relationship with the Pro-,
vinees ; ' and competent and representative membership.
The presence of the ¥on’ble Ministers of Agriculture on
the Governing Body eanuot fail to be a souree of strength
to that important organ of the Council. Indeed, no better
means can be devised of linking the activities of the Counail
with those of the Provineial Agricultural and Veterinary
Departients. . Hxperience alone can show how far Ahe
« Gouncil will be able to achieve the results wé hope for, bug
the attendance at this meeting is itself a gratifying proof
* of the determination on all sides to make it a suceess.
0 May the career on which it starts he worthy of its begm—
8 Ming and’ fraught with ev: er- mcreasmg prosperity to Indm .
agru,uliura] nnllmns : b

The Lonly formal busmpss bufme you to-day is the dls-
cussion of the draft Memorandum of Association and the

~ Rules and Regulations- which have to be filed with’ the
nearest Registrar of Jomt Stock Companies before your
C‘ounml can begin its work, These ha\fe been drawzn up in
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aceordance with the recommendations of the Royal Cor-

mission as modified by my Goyernment and with the object
of ensuring the establishment of an organisation to which:

the Goyernment of India and the Provinces should stand
in the same relation consistently with the fact that the
Government of India, who are providing the whole of the
requisite funds, bave a responsibility to the tax-payer.
The diseussion of Rules and Regulations is, 1 fear, dull
work, but you will realise how important it is that the

foundations of the new organisation shonld 'be well and’

iruly laid, and I have no doubt that you will earefully
gerutinise the complete draft which has been placed hefore

you and in the preparation of whieh we have had the expert

aid of Sir Frank Noyce. You will notice that, subject 1o
a wery small limitation, your Counecil is being given an

entirely free hand in the expenditure of that portion of

the grants made by the Government of India which is to
be devoted to the promotion of research imcluding the dis-

semination of information. As regards that portion of:

the grants which is to be devoted to the cost of staff,

establishment and general purposes, some of you may think

that the control of Government threatens to be too detailed
and too striet. I can assure you, however, that the arrange-
ments proposed are intended only to emable my Govern-
wment to fulfil their funetion of acting as guardians of the

publie interests in regard to the expenditure of Tmperial

revenues.

There is one point to which I am glad to have this
opportunity of referring. I understand that some members

of the Tmperial and Provincial Departments of Agrieulturs
see in the Report of the Royal Commission an imperfect
appreciation of the achievements of these Departments. T
do not myself think that this view is warranted by anything
contained in the Royal Commission’s Report. In stressing
what could be aeccomplished by = co-opemation. and ¢o-

[
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ordination, the Commission had no intention to belittle
the great achiovements of the all too small band of research
workers in this country. Their enquiries brought home
to them ‘what must ‘be evident to every careful observer,
that, as science extends its boundaries, it is only by pro-
viding adequate opportunity for co-operation that fuall
value ean be given to the patient and persistent endeavour
of the true scientific worker. It was to avoid waste off
eftort' and to inerease efficiency that the Commission pro-
posed this new organisation.

The Royal Commission held, T think, rightly that the
success of the Couneil of Agrieultural Research would
depend to a degree which eould hardly be exaggerated oo
the personality of its Chairman, who under the scheme as
modified by my Government will be the Viee-Chairman of
the Council. I am glad to be able to announce to you
that we have secured for this important post Diwan
sahadur Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya, SirVijayvaraghava-
charya’s varied experience as administrator and powers of
organisation of which he gave proof as India’s Exhibition
Uommissioner at Wembley, dare a guarantee that his sec-
viees to the Couneil will be valuable. [From the Governs
ment of Bihar and Orissa we hope fo secure the services
of their Director of Agrienlture, Mr. B, C. Burt, for appoint-
ment a8 your whole-time expert adviser in Agrieulture,
My, Burt's work as Seeretary of the Indian Central Cotion
Committee is well known to many of you and 1 have no
doubt that he will bring to his new duties the energy and
enthusiasm which contributed so materially to the sucecess-
Jul working of that Committee from its inception. The
recommendations made by the Royal Commission in their
Chapter on Animal Husbandry have, T understand, not met
with so general a measure of acceptance as those in other
parts of their Report. Tn view of their controversial
character, se have thought it advisable fo obtain from out-



