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of the present day. To them I would only say that,
whether Great Britain will ultimately be judged right ov
wrong in seeking to guide India along this path, it was:

hardly possible that she should have acted differently. The

path of nations, as well as that of individuals, is greatly.

influenced by inheritéd character. - Throughout all = her. . )
own history, Great Britain has been the pioncer as regards

the application of representative inStitutions to the science:
of polities, It is a commonplace to say that this is indeed’
the principal fact that she has contributed to the thought
and practice of the world : and if this is so, I sugoest
‘that it is not less ultimately incumbent upon her in those
spheres of the world where she has influence to spread
representative institutions, which are but the material
expression of her own political thought, than it is ineum:
bent upon a five to radiate heat, which is, in gimilar
fashion, the first quality. of itg existence. But while there-
fore I think that such radiation of political thought and’
practice was inevitable, it was rightly recognised by Great
Brifain that cirenmstances and conditions in India alike _
made it necessary to proceed along this path with prudence.
The result of this is seen in the form of administration
under which the affairs of India are conducted.

Now, as T have said, many ]u-r%on.s including perhaps
some of your own Asmclatmn may have felt doubts, less
far-reaching indeed than those to which I have just a]lud~
ed, as to the method and fime chosen for the new depar-
ture. It iy the more clearly to their ecredit that they
should have decided to throw their full weight on the
. side of supporting and justifying the mew poliey. Tt i8
of course not difficult fo  point fo inconveniences and
dlefects in the system which make it diffienlt to work with
complete efficiency. Tn the realm of principle it is, for
example, obviously true that power and responsibility
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“ought to go hand in hand, and that power is only safely
‘exereised by those who have a sense of equivalent responsi
| hility.  1f therefore at any time it is desired to give train-
ing in responsibility by the conferment of power upon
" those who have not hitherto enjoyed it, and if the couasel
‘of prudence are that the full enjoyment of responsibility
should only be reached by a gradual process, it is probable
and almost inevitable that during this stage there should
_ be some failure to reach the ideal adjustment of responsi-
bility to power. Speaking of central politics, so long as
‘there is in the hands of the Governor-General or Govern-
ment of India some reserve power by which in the last
‘resort they can secure what they coneceive to be essential,
it iy evidently possible for popular representatives @ to
Jeseape the sense of responsibility that ought to accompany
the power, even though only partial, which they exereise.
Again, so long as the Government of India is not fully
responsible in the strict sense of the word, it is impossible
for parties or politicians to feel the salutary check of being
perhaps eompelied to replace in the task of government
those who have been the tarveets of their eriticism and
attack. It therefore follows, as we have recently seen,
that one of the principal distinetions between the different
Indian parties is apt to be the degree of vehemenee with
which they assail the policy of Government. The latter,
necessarily in great degree inartieulate, is presented as
the common opponent of patriotie citizens,

These are real difficulties, and difficulties which, ag far
as I can see, ave unavoidable so long as it is necessary to
vetain the final power in the hands of a Government not
directly or wholly responsible to popularly elected repre-
gentatives.

Few would be so bold as to hazard any very assured
prophecy as to when the British Parliament was Jikely to
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feel disposed to entrust full responmbmty to India. I
_would however venture upon one or twe _observations.

The answer to that question is likely to depend much more
wpon the foundations that India herself gan lay for her

own political development, than on auny preconceived

. motions of the British Parliament. As I have already

gaid, the whole instinet of Parliament, so far as it can
elaim to be the voice of British character, must be to wish

well to India in this I;matter. But, if Parliament, is a well-
wisher, it is also & shrewd and competent judge, and
Parliament will, 1 suspeet, realise that at the root of the
whole question lies the problem of what I may call, the
average political sense of a wide electorate. An educated
eloctorate, as My, Langford James has said, is the only
sure basis of democracy. Without it polities ave the
possession of & small elass of intelligentsia, and the leaders
of political thought, who must be pioneers of politicel
_development, would be the first 10 recognise that in these
conditions the political system, instead of resting broad-
hased on intelligent popular judgment, is m.se(,uroly poised
on an inverted apex.

Liet me relate what T am saying to the work of your
Assoeiation. I know haow much your members and those
who are associated with you have already done in the way
of either giving time themselves, or allowing others to take
time, for political work, Business firms have been ready,
at mo small inconvenience to themselves, to spare their bewt
men for work in the political field, and T trust that they
will never grudge to India the servieces of those whose
experience of the country fits them in every way to
vepresent the  hest interests of their community.
Mr. Langford James himself is untiring in this cause, and
have admired the efforts which wyour dble Secretary,
Colonel Crawford, hag made to bring to all the branches
of the Association greater knowledge of the main iskues
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with which those who represent you in the Legislature at
Rimla or Delbi have to deal. 1 do not doubt that the
~interest shown by your Association in the proceedings aft
Cawnpore ix largely due to the work he has been doing.
“And T should like to reinforce what I believe to ‘be the
thotight of many of those, who serve the Association best,
*by appealing to you, and through you to your other mem-
‘bers, never to conceive of Indian polities only as matters
darectly affecting, at particular points, Buropean interests,
bt as a great business affecting the whole of India's
future, to which you ¢an bring quahtms sm,h as India can
find nowhere else,

.. We have unhappily witnessed in the last few months
8 deplorable exhibition of communal narrowness and
canimosity. Iiet there be nothing communal in the BEuro-
' pean outlook on Indian politics, but let it rather be inspired
- by the determination to tak. that share in the moulding
of events for the good of India, to which by knowledge,
“experience, and responsibility you are entitled.

Some of you will remember the last public words
.8poken in India by one who was perhaps the greatest
Viceroy of modern times, who had so warm an affection
_and admiration for this city, anid of whom it can be said,
if it can be said of anyone, “‘mihil quod tetigit non
ornavit *’, e was speaking of the true work of Knglish-
“men in India and there is a ring in his words which must be
my excuse for repeating them to you to-might, ‘‘ To fight
for the right, to abhor the imperfeet, the unjnst, or the
‘mean, to swerve neither to the right hand nor to the left,
to care nothing for flattery or applanse or odium or
. abuse—it is so easy to have any of them in India-~mnever
to let your enthusiasm be soured or your courage grow
_dim, but to remember that the Almighty has placed your
‘hand on the greatest of his ploughs, in whose furrow the
pations of the future are germinating and taking shape,

L
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to drive the blade a little forward in your time, and to!
feel that somewhere among these millions you have left a
little justice or happiness or prosperity, a sense of manli-
ness or moral dignity, a spring of patriotism, a dawn of
intellectual enlightenment, or a stirring of duty, where it
did not before exist-—that is enough, that is the English-
man’s justification in India. It is good enmongh for his
watchword while he is here, for his epitaph when he is
gone.’’ i

Our hand is in sober earnest on the plough fto-day.
It will need a strong hand, a willing team, to drive the.
furrow straight ; it is uplill work and there are roots and
rocks in plenfy to turn the blade aside. Each and all of
us need firm faith and sane enthusiasm if we wish to carry
through successfully the task to which we have set our
hand. ;

It is because this Association has done so much already
to assist Indian growth, becanse they have brought to the
land of their adoption these gifts of determination, honesty
and initiative, to which Mr. Langford James referred,
and becanse in the years to come their opportunity of
service may well be greater and not less than it has been:
up to now, that I feel particularly grateful to you for
having afforded me this opportunity of meeting you, and
of thanking you, not only for the welcome you have given
me, but for the promise of your loyal co-operation and
gupport,

: BENGAL CLUB DINNER.
: .Iﬁth Tcean The following is His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech af
| ber 1926, the Dinner given in his honour by the Bengal Club at Caleatta
on the 20th of December :—
I must begin by thanking you, Mr. President and
" gentlemen, for your kindness in inviting me to be your
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‘ettest to-night. The Bengal Club has long been famous

for its hospitality, and I am delighted to have the oppor-
| tunity of tasting its pleasures for myself. 1 understand

that the Club is on the eve of its hundredth birthday. X

should like to congratulate it on this happy event and I
 hope ‘that ity Dbicentenary will find it in the same flourishing ..
/ condltlon that it ig in to-day. e

 You, Sir, Have referred to the early history of this
City and to the energy and vision of your predecessors
which raised it, laboriously, painfully, surely, to the place
of honcmr in the British Empire which it holds to-day.

. We are 50 apt, in unreflecting aceeptance of ' the

. present, to forget the past, that it is wholesome sometimeg

_ fo turn our eyes backward. And I suppose that our
Imperial records contain no greater romance than thab
whtLh surrounds ‘Caleutta’s creation and Caleutta’s growth.
It is from the so-called ‘‘ Faetory ’’ of the first days of
British settlement, which men once pointed to with pride,
that has sprung the Caleutta which we now know. We
see her with her vast population, with all the equipment -
of great and varied industrial undertakings, her streets, - A
her- offices, her markets, and her wharves, all concerned
with the carriageé of merchandise to and from the four
corners of the earth, and all bearing witness to the place,:ﬁ"- '
which Calentta has come to occupy in the intricate world s
of business by which we exist to-day. In mo other part i
of India is it possible for a Vieeroy to meet so many of !

_ those who are prominently identified with the country’s ,_!

. commereial inferests, and history here seems to challenge?
an answer to some deeper questions, which underlie +hez
passing issues of the hour.

Since 1 have been in TIndia I have constantly asied
myself-the question, which I suppose is often presen’ to
all our minds, namely, in what light will what the Batish

3
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have done or tried to do in India be ultimately Judgedf
Sueh a question was definitely posed to me the other day
by our visitors from South Africa, and the fact that they
should have so questioned me perhaps shows that the
answer is not as plain as we are often tempted to suppose.
How far can we claim to have fulfilled the postulate, of
Burke, who, you will remember, in his famous speech on )
Fox’s India Bill laid down a fundamental doetrine which,
however familiar to the present generation, must have
gounded strangely in the ears of many of those who
listened to him. ‘¢ All political power ’’ he said ‘‘whigh
18 set ove men ought to be some way or other exercised
ultimately for their benefit '’ and he went on to say that
the rights and privileges derived therefrom ¢ are all in
the strictest sense a trust '’. I know no place which more
directly suggests the propriety of answerine such  ques:
tions than this city, so closely allied with all the early
beginnings of British rule and, thanks largely to Lord
Curzon, so rich in historical memories of it.

We are all familiar with the fortuitous character of
the first beginnings and establishment of British rule in
India, and it is not now necessary to dwell upon the
gradual substitution of order for chaos, or on the replaces
ment of turmoil by tranquillity. For many years no doubt
~ the principal efforts of British administration were directed
along lines of promoting and securing the interests of
trade and commerce, and I imagine that most of the
' blemishes on early company rule were attributable to the
- imperative instruections of directors, urging their repre-
sentatives to earn them the wherewithal with which to
~meet the sharcholders’ desire for dividends. From such
modest and hazardons beginnings has grown that great

#ructure of commerce, internal and external, which many
- @ you represent and which holds so important a place in
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the life of India. This commercial adventure, as at first
it Wwas, necessarily attracted increasing attention from the
politicians, 1 have already mentioned Burke’s enuncia-
tion of a doctrine that was to take the British Empire very .
far.  The attention of Parliament was not infrequently
‘ireeted to India in its  debates, and it was frem the
political side that the great change finally ecame which
witnessed the transfer of the old rights and obligations of
the Company to the Crown. It s also certainly true that
$n these latter vears it is the side of political evolufion
that seems to have engrossed the major part o the atten-
| tion of Government and the publiec. You in Béngal have
gour full share of political activity, and you will allow
wie hore to pay my tribute of respect to the manuer in
which Lord Lytton, whoge services Bengal is so soon
to Jose, has faced great difficulties with all that semse of
résponsibility, courage and candour which his friends and
every one who knew him would have expected of him,

But everywhere the atmosphere is thick with diseus-
gion on constitutional reforms ; oratory is plentiful; and
some might be forgiven for thinking that the steady and
solid achievements of the past were in danger of being
submerged under a mew avalanche, of a type with which
India has not hitherto been familiar. They may even
feel that the machinery of Government iy standing still
to watch the result of this mew political venture, econtent
to see things slide and to sacrifice what they have been
aceugtomed to regard as the most effieient ‘acdministration
in.the world to the necessity of traiming mew classes in
power and responsibility. 1 am far from saying that such
an attitude is unintelligible or unnatural. None the less
I feel that it is a very dangerous misapprehension of the
truth, and that we should he making a huge mistake if
we supposed for a moment that polities and the play of
political forces were the sum of the contribution that
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Government was at this moment making to India’s future,
It is indeed true that in regard to these we have exprossly
undertaken commitments to the Indian peoples, which we
shall to the best of our ability fulfil, but that in vio way
absolves us from the obligation of constantly attending
to other matters which make for India’s welfare,

May I say a word to you about two diveetions in
which Government is to-day striving to discharze  the
duties of its trusteeship ¢ For those obsessed with the
idea that Government is no longer a dynamie but a static
foree, T, ould preseribe no better remedy than a toun to
the North-West Frontier. Tt is difficult to conceive of 'a
greater contrast than that presented by the settled life
we know herve and what has hitherto been the uneertain
and precarious existence of the frontier, for so long, through
history, the postern gate of the keep of India. Its at-
mosphere of bleod-feuds, forts, barbed wire, is difficul; of
apprehension unless we see it for ourselves. 1t is indeed
a different eivilisation, and one, it must be confessed,
whatever its disadvantages, of possibly greater and more.
arresting daily interest than the one which we are hebkln""
with such success to establish in its place. No one who
visits it, and sees for himself the barrier of rugged and
cruel hrllq the stalwart Pathan, whose rifle is an in-
dispensable article of OthGIWIbG exiguons every-day
apparel, ean fail to appreciate the meaning of the roads
and railways and all the organisation, political and military,
which are bringing peace and order into that troubled
land. Onee there you feel that Government has not lost
its old grip, that progress is real and that we are in fact
still achieving something which justifies British rule.

Tt is only a few years, as you will remember, sinee
Waziristan was the centre of grave trouble involving diffi-
cult and costly military operations. Within that short
space of time a great change has come over the Spirit of
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. the dream. I give you one figure to illustrate the change;
Four years ago 181 raids were carried out by gangs from
Jindependent. tervitory in the North-West Frontier Pro-
vince. The following year the figure had dropped to Tk
and last year to 31 ; while in the first seven months of the
_ present year we have only ‘recorded 9. We have not
foreed upon the tribes any exasperating regulations, that

iwould merely untagonise people who worghip the indivi- -

dual but doubt the authority of the law. We trust rather
for ‘our influence to the mame of Brilish justice and to
_the personality of the British official, and I eannot speal .
too highly of the way in which they have justified that-
trust,  Their monument may rightly be said to be the
isame as that which Sir Chrigtoper Wren drew from St. |
Paul’s Cathedral ;‘“ 8i quaeris monwmentim circumspice ”’;

If anyone were still unconverted by the work of poli-
“tieal reclamation proceeding in  these aress under the
TUnion Jack, T wounld ask him to come with me to those parts
of Northern India where the engineer is using his téchnical
knowledge to-convert dry, thirsty, desert soil into land
‘bearing food and material for the use of man. [ was for-
tunate enough two or three weeks ago to wisit one of these

“ zanal colonies in ifs earlier stages, where [ was able to see
" this useless and unwanted waste, side by side with land of
similar quality a few yards away, which on the 1st of June :
last had had its first drink of irrigation water and was, six

- months later, cover ed by splendid crops.  Much of the colo-
‘nisation of the Punjab is now aneient hmtorv. and we may
‘almost be tempted to forget that where there are now
prosperous villages was once devoid of vegetation and
empty of~human life. But every year tho work goes on,
and bit by bit-we see the green line of eultivation pushing
its way forward into the dusty brown of desert. I confess
that 1 felt after seeing these two fields of present-day

L6PSV i
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activity and effort, that here was Government in all its
vigour and that here was something as close akin to creation
as it is given to man to do.

Well, gentlemen, I have taken you a long way from
the plains of Bengal and from the comfortable hospitality
of this Club.  What connection you may wonder has all
this with your own lives and work ? To my mind the:
connection is not far to seek. These activities, which I
have attempted fo describe, are nothing to me but the
logical continuation of that vestless energy, which has
steadily radiated through India from the earliest centre
of British power and initiative—Calcutta and Bengal ;:
and I snggest that it illustrates the importance, if we are
to judge progress in India truly, of judging it as a
whole.

At the risk therefore of appearing to fall a viciim to
self-satisfaction and complacency, I feel able unhesitatingly
to assert that our reeord in India is one on which the
historian will return a favourable verdiet. I know very
well how many are the obstacles by which the growth of
India to-day and during the next years is likely to be
beset. She needs wise counsel to help her in surmounting
them, the counsel of friends who neither flatter nor decry.
To turn a blind eyve to her weaknesses is no true friend-
ship. But when we criticise let our words be Ffree from
any sting of bitterness. ILiet us be caveful to fan no flames
of controversy, but seek always with eool reason and warm
sympathy to strive for the realisation of India’s hopes
and ours. If we can keep untarnished our faith in Tndia’s
future, we shall not fail to convinee India that we can
still help her to achieve if, and that the contribution we
can make, though it may be different, will not be tun-
worthy of the achievements of the past.




ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE BENARES MUNICL-
. PAL 'BOARD AND | THE BENARES ®DISTRICT
' \BOARD. ' :

in reply ‘to the Address of Weleome presented by the
Benareg Municipal Board and the Benares District Boavd at
Benares on the 4th January, H. K. the Viceroy said 1~
BRI : !
1 Gendlemen,—Xady Irwin dnd I greatly appreciate the
Cordial welcome extended to us by the Members of the
. Munieipal  Board and of the District Board in the
addresses which have just been read. DBoth addresses
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veferred, as was both natural and right, to the history of .

Benares and to the special sanetity with which the name
of Benares is invested, and my only regret is that my visit
(s -perforee too short to allow me to see more than a small
parg of all that your city has to show. The restfulness of
Kashi is indeed a strange contrast after the din and bustle
of the great towns in which I have recently been living.
Politics, industry, eommerce, all seem alike unable seris
ously. . to disturb ' the underlying atmosphere = of con-
ftemplative calm, which pervades this place. T read some-
where recently an impression of Benares as being held
aloft on the trident of holiness. I shall have this picture
in my mind as I visit your shrines and holy places in the
next'day or two,~—and long afterwards when I look back
apon these days spent in the heart of Hindu India.

“'The duties, however, with which your own bodies are
immediately = concerned, are rather those of the more

naterial side of life, although the problems of administrae

tlon which you all have to face have a peculiar variety
and importance through the very privilege of having a
religions metropolis in your midst. Both Boards have to
tackle formidable difficulties in housing and communica-
tions, ereated by the ebb and flow of a large population
from whom little retum in the shape of a diveet inconte ean
Le expeeted. At the same time you have to pay due vegard

P
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to the interests of the ratepaycrs whom you represent by
providing those amenities of life which they have a right
to expect. {

The Municipal Board in their address have been
modest, I might almost say pessimistie, in speaking of their
efforts to meet this double respomsibility unaided. You
will, however, realise that I am not in a position to give
any promise of dirveet financial aid from the Government
of India, The added privileges of local self-government
bring corresponding charges in their train, and the decentra.
tization of the collection and expenditure of public money
leaves no funds in the hands of the Central Government
for diveet grants to municipalities.

I trust however that the goal is not beyond the limit of
the Municipality’s own endeavours. The Board’s normal
expenditure, I hear, is now below its income, Two of
your big schemes, the electrification of Benares and the
improvement of the water supply, are well in train, 1 amy
informed that the Local Government have given a grant
of Rs. 5 lakhs towards the latter object, and I trust it
will not be long before the needs of the city as rvegards
these two important matters of administration are fulfilled:
The greatest difficulty lies perhaps in the state of the
drainage system. Apart from the dangers to the popula:
tion avising out of defective conservancy arrangements, I
have been sorry to hear cemplaints of the pollution of the
(tanges water as it flows past the saered ghats. There ig
a saying that cleanliness is mext to godliness, and 1 am
convinced that every pilgrim to Benares would gladly
spare a modicum of his offerings to see his holy city and
its river preserved pure and unsullied. Surely it is not
beyond the power and genius of the religious' authorities,
if not the Board ifself, to devise some means of enabling
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such feclings to be franslated into action. You have al-
ready a number of philantbropic institutions, which eorm-
pares favourably with any city in India, such as the Ram
Krishna Mission of Service and many others. I feel sure
that by voluntary subseriptions much could also be effected
towards preserving intact the outward glories of Benares.

11 gather from the District Board’s address that their
problems are similar to those of the Municipality, but
spread over a larger area, and are in the same wuy affected
by ‘the presence within their boundaries of a centre
attracting pilgrims of every.kind from outside as well
ag from within India, Tt follows that many amenities of
life, important enough in the ordinary way, become here
vital needs. Again, though I am aware thaf the present
Board has‘done all in its power to restore its finances to
a satisfactory condition, there is the complaint of lack of
money, which all governing bodies feel now-a-days ' cons-
trained to make. Although grants from Government
amount to two-thirds of the Board’s income, the fact un-
fortunately remains that this income is inadequate to
cover ordinary expenditure. This inelasticity of income
has been aseribed to the Permanent Settlement. What-
ever there may he to- be said for and against this view,
T am plad to hear that the Board have finally decided to
ateel themselves to raise new revenue, though 1 recognise
that even then it is improbable that yon will be able te
provide for all the needs of your District as you would
desire. All the more care is therefore necessary to allot
the expenditure to objects which will give the greatest
benefit to the greatest number, and to conserve as far asg
possible your resources for some. large minded and wisely
conceived scheme, rather than -to expend them, as many
bodies are apt to do, on a number of minor objects none
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of which are likely to effect permanent improvement  in
the daily lives of your inhabitants. y

Cientlemen, though your task is diffieult, your
addresses show me that you are fully alive to your responsi-
bilities, and that in ifself is an indication that you will:
continue to do your best to discharge them worthily, T am’
particularly glad to hear of the devoted service which has’
heen rendered by vour respective Chairmen : service whieh:
must mean considerable sacrifice of the little leisure which!
the ordinary day’s work affords, From the wider point
of view the work which is being done to-day by local bodies
ig of very great importance. By success or otherwise in
small things, a nation may be judged in the greater, and '
no one who gives his serviee to such work need ever feel
that his labours are thrown away. In the problems yon
are called upon to solve, in the debates which are held’
amongst you, in the decisions you take, in the responsi-
bilities yon bear, in the hundred and one calls which the!
administration of your charges makes upon your powers,
the same qualities are demanded of you as of those who
dirvect the wider world of polities. But to yon 1T imagine
your best reward will be to make the sefting of this aacred
city worthy of the precious stone within,

Tt has heen a great pleasure for me to have met you,
personally here to-day, and I thank you onee more for the
friendly reception you have given to Lady Irwin and
mysell,

LAYING Of THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE LIBRARY
OF THE BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY,

H. E. the Vieeroy delivered the following speech at the
eeremony of laying the Foundation Stone of the Library of the
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Benares Hindu University at Benaves on the 4th Janunary i—

Mr. Vice' Chancellor and genilemen,—1 thank you
sincerely for the welecome you have offered to Lady Irwin
and myself. Almost 11 years ago Lord Hardinge, in
laying ‘the foundation stone from which this great insti-
tution has risen, expressed the hope that the University
might come to be a place of many sided activities, prepared fo
equip young men for all the various walks of life, His hopes
‘have not been belied. Those who have directed the growth

A o_f--.-,th_i_s University-—and I know how much the University

owes to its Vice-Chancellor—have laid their plans wisely
and purstued them well. T the choice of their site and
the character of their buildings they have striven to create

! the real academic atmosphere, impalpable but always

powerful to influence the minds of those who are brought
within its range. They have afforded opportunities for
the study of a wide variety of subjects, intellectual and
practical, theological and seientific, adequate to give &
young man the mental equipment he needs to face the
manifold problems of life. They werve, I believe, the first
to adopt here the organisation of a residential teaching
ingtitution, Your system of housing the different depart-
ments, with their hostels in separate contignons buildings,
allows not only for specialisation in study but also for a
common social life outside the elass, And both are of the
essence of the real University life. Those of us who were
fovtunate enough to receive our education at one of the
. English residential Universities know how much of what
we learnt there was learnt not from text books or in the
leeture room, but from econtact in our own rooms and in
the eourse of every day life with our fellow undergraduates.

This finely conceived and finely executed plan is there-
fore very bright with promise. Jf ean well claim to be
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an all-India University, for it draws hall of its 2,000
students from outside the United Provinces, and it is built
on. a secale in keeping with the area of its appeal. Your
Vice-Chaneellor has told you of the large sums of money
alveady spent in building and equipping the University
and has employed ail lis most persuasive arts in the
attempt to alicit further sympathy in practical shape from
the (overnment of India. I have had no opportunity,
since he told me the mgtters to which he had it in mind
to refer, of making enquiry into the reasons that might
weigh with Government in the eonsideration of the requests
which he has made, 1 can therefore say mo more at
present than that I shall make it my business to give
personal and carefal attentiom to these matters. But
inasmuch as the financial heart of all Governments in
these difficult days is proverbially stony, may I perhaps
utter the one word of warning which will find place in
my speech to-day, that, however praiseworthy the object,
I trust that expenditure will not outrun the University's
means.. I greatly hope that the debt, towards the redue-
tion of which the Governmeni of India has this year
ganctioned a grant of 5 lakhs, will soon be cleared, and
the finanees of the University be placed on a permanently
satisfactory footing, !

'"The mew library, however, of which I am, at your
kind invitation, to lay the foundation stome fto-day, has
had special funds provided for it through the generosity
of a benefactor. Your University is fortunate in havine #a
Chancellor a man to whom appeals for educational purposes
are seldom made in vain. A few years ago H. H. the Maha-
raja Gaekwar gave a donation of a lakh of rupees to the
general funds of the University. Ie hag recently given
a similar sum 2 an endowment for seholarships to enable
Science students of the TUniversity to continue higher
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‘Bt‘ﬂdles at Emelrrn Unnms:tlas Ile has now followed his
| owi admirable example by giving another lakh for the
.constmetwn of thig library. The whole library building
. ds expected to cost 5 lakhg, but His Highness' generous
¢ donation has enabled the work to be begun. The build-
LAng is so planned as to admit of large future extensions,
‘s the Council wisely recognise that a University library
Jmustoever grow: It is appropriate that the central pors
' | tion which is to be taken in hand at onee should be called
sthe ¢ Sir Sayaji Rao CGaekwar Library ’’ in honour of
Jithe benefactor who has made its inception possible.

The library when complefed will supply a very real

. ‘want in the University. The dispersal of the present collec-

tion of books over several separate rooms and the lack of

_any reading room are indeed serious drawbacks. No

_ University is complete without its library. There is some-

" thing in a library of books, whether old or mew, which

_ you find nowhere else on earth a sense of communion with

the thought of all the ages, a fwhng that you have around

. you a store- house on which to draw, as the fancy takes
you, for inspiration, knowledge, or consolation.

 You remember the lines of the poet Southey on his
library —=
My days among the dead are passed ;
Around me I behold,
‘Where’er these casual eyes are cast,
The mighty minds of old.
My never failing friends are they
With whom 1 converse day by day.
To a man who loves his bhooks, his libvary is a home of

his own. which he can furnish according to his tastes, a
L6PSV 24
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world of his own which he ean people with his friends.

His cirele of friends is ever widening, and, once made, they

arc friends for life.

1 think that perhaps wever more than at the present
duy was there greater need for developing among the |
youth of this—as of any other—country the taste for
general reading. A University student, with examinations
Jooming large before him, must perforce devote nmuch of
his time to the reading of text books, and must specialise
on the particular branch of study which he has under-
talen.  He is mo stadent if he does otherwise. But to
B a ¢ fall man ’, in Bacon’s words, hig reading must take
a wider sweep. Above all he must search out for himgelf
the books or the passages which strike a chord in his mind
and are henceforth destined to infiuence hig life and hig
thonght. 1f we have tfo trust the opinion of othexs as to
what is good in literature We shall never make much
progress. The perverseness of the human mind is even
apt sometimes to make us approach with a hostile feeling
the bool which we have been told is ¢ the best ever written ’
Not that we should blindly diseard adviee. It is rematk-
able how general is the consensus of opinion on the
world’s greatest books. But when we read a book we
should make up our own minds first, which parts of it
appeal to us, by stimulating or making artieulate trains
of thought hitherto only existing i our subeonseions mind,
T4 is well to mark these passages and return to them again
anid again. We shall often find that our first judgment
was wrong in the light of further experience. We may
foel that our idea of their standard of value has changed.
But by exercising our own judgment we have added some-
thing to our stock of wisdom which we could have attained
in no other way. We should vary our reading foo, In!
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nnexpeeted places e make discoveries. In a line from &
post, a sentence from a novel, we are ‘stung by the
gplendonr of a sudden  thought’ which will ' earry us
through life. It is mo bad plan to read two types of
. book concurrently—one for pure pleasure, poetry, novels,
. memoirs—the other as discipline, as an astringent to the
;;u'.ind, philosophy, social seience, theology, economics.  You
"thus acquire that mental balance without which knowledge
cam seldom be of great value either to yourself or to others.
1 speak not without a sad comsciousness that 1 am preach-
ing what I seldom have the chance of practising-—but
1616 the less T hope one day to have time to read again,
@mﬂ weanwhile T know that my advice is sound, and con-
tains a great secret of the real interest and happiness in

life.

Many of those I am mow addressing will Lave gone
out into the world before the building, which is to rise
upon the stone T am mow to lay, has reached completion.
T3ut whether you have the opportunity or not to profit
by the advantages it will offer, T hope that all those wha
are now passing or shall hereafter pass the precious years
of youth within this place may be inspired to repay the
intellectual gifts that they have here received by service
in many fields, and win for themselves the title of honoured
" 'gons of an honoured University.

BANQUET AT BENARES.

' Tn responding to the foast of bis health at the Banquet
given in his honour by His Highness the Maharaja of Benares
at Denares on the 4th of Jannary, ¥, E. the Viceroy said :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 thank you
Your Highness on behalf of Lady Irwin and myself for
the kind words with which you have bidden us welcome

[
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to your State, and proposed the toast of our health. We
are both most grateful to Your Highness for Liaving given -
us the opportunity of visiting your territories, and for
the manner in which you have entertained us. T am well
aware how many calls there are on Your Mighness's
hospitality, for Benares exereises a magnetic attraction
upon the world, and few distinguished visitors pass through
this eity without equz-ienciug' the comforts of Your High- .
ness’s well appointed guest-house at Nandesar, ;

It is pleasant to hear Your Highness reiterating the
assurance of loyalty which has always distinguished the
Ruling House. In the years before us, as Your Highness
has said, the whole question of the position and function
of the States in India and in the British Empire must
inevitably be faced. Tt is a question which, in the interests
alike of the States and British India, stands in need of
the best thought that can be brought to bear upon it.
Whatever the solution may be—and its solution will not
be as easy as some might seem to thinlk—its essential basiy
will be mutual agreement and confidence between the
States and British India, and T am therefore glad to see
that Your Highness so clearly recognises the interdepend-
ence of the two. Yonr Iighness may be certain that I
shall be ready and anxious to do whatever lies in my power
to secure that this matter is dealt with in sueh fashion
as may best assist the States to take their rightful place
in the future life of India. I feel sure that any opinion
which Your Hichness may at any time offer on thig
problem will be as frank and sincere as that which you
have just expressed on the geheral subject of the Reforms,

It would be an ill return for your generous hospitality
that I should speak at length on the constitutional changes
that were introduced in India seven years ago, and that
will presently be the subject of statutory review. They
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"have had many crities, and Your Highness is, of course,
not alone in thinking that India was not ripe for the action
which Parliament approved, and that the British Govern-

ment of that day acted with undue precipitancy. I was
4 member of the House of Commons af that time, and I
very well remember the careful and exhaustive examina-
tion of which these proposals were the subject. Therefore
whether what was then done will be ultimately judged
wise or unwise, it would be unjust to Parliament and
the British people to suppose that they failed fo weigh

'the issues involved with beeoming gravity. If is ecers
‘tainly true that the result has been by no means free
from disappointment, and it will be the duty of the Sta-

' tutory Commission to examine the whole position with
impartial thoroughness, in order to satisfy itself that the
foundations on which we seek to build are sound. Bug
I can entertain no doubt that Great Britain and India can
and must continue to work together for the good of both,
and that the collaboration of (reat Britain is an essential
condition of Indin’s evolution.

1 share Your Highness's regret that it hag not been
possible for me to spend more time in acquainting myself
with the orgavisation and progress of your State, for 1
have heard much of the sound character of Your Highness's
administration. Your solicitude for the well being of
the cultivating clagses is no secret, and is instanced by the
very reasonable charges for irrigation which are, I believe,
if anything below the economic level.  Your capital of
Ramnagar too, with its admirably equipped hospital,
eleetrie supply, and other features of modern development,
is well on the way to becoming a model town. Much of the
secret of Your Highness’s success lies, I suspect, in the
generous treatment you accord to your officials, and the
wisdom with whieh you select your public servants from
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men whose expericnee, whether gained in your- own State

or in Brmsh India, #renders them fit to earry out POy

poliey.

It is with great. pleasure that 1 have learnt of the

ability and wisdom with which Your Highness has handled
any conimunal dissension which threatened to arise, with

the result that your State has been almost wholly free,

‘ of trouble of this kind. The personal touch whieh Your
'Highness maintains with your people and their affairs,
whether in private life or in public Durbar, has been the
means of enabling you to win, in striking degree, the
¢ confidence of your subjects, ol

X sinicerely trust that Your ITighmess may be spared,
for many years to support your responsibilities with all
your present vigour.  Years have been kinder to Your
Highness than to most, though, T know, it must largely
be due to your own rigorvous physical training that you
have preserved that vitality which many a younger man
might envy, Few men, T think, can have celebrated the
pagsing of  their allotted span of three score years and.
ten by starting out on a lion-hunting expedition, as Your
Highness did lagt year to the West of India. ' I shall c¢ount
nmyself very  fortunate if I can, when the time comes,
emulate  Your Hizhness’s achievement. ' We all hope,
Your Highness, that you will live fo shoot many more
lions, and to welcome many more Viceroys to Benares.
My own visif, alas, has been all 150 short. But Lady Trwin,
I, and all your guesty shall carry away the happiest re-
collections of all that we have seen, of the host under
whose auspices we have seen it, and of all those whose
acquaintance we -have been fortunate enough to make.

T will now ask vou, ladies and gentlemen, to rise and
drink to the health and prosperity of His Hichness the
Maharaja of Benaves. '
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ADDRESS FROM THE KASHI SUDHAR TRUST, BENA RES.

. K. the Vieeroy addressed the Deputation representing Bl Todbanit
the Kashi Sudhar Trust, Benaves, in the following terms :-— 1927, R

Gontlemen—~When T was asked hy the Members of
your Trust to receive this deputation, and when I heard
the ressons which had prompted you to lay yeur @ case
'before me, I need hardly say that my interest and sympathy
were keenly aroused. For the thought that the sacred
. buildings of Benares should be in danger of damnge and
destruction was enough to disturh not only the minds of
those in whose religion Benarves holds so exceptional a
place, but also of many like myself who, members of other
religions, know that it has for ages been an objeet of
the decpest reverence to the whole Hindu commnnity. The
name of Benares has become one of the world’s house-
‘hold words, and mno visitor to India would deem his visit
to be compléte until he had seen the river front of
Benares. Men: have come from far distant lands to see
the place where Gautama Buddha first preached his gospel,
and to look on the eity whose ecountless buildings, clothed
with the mantle of history and sanctity, have for centuries
been an inspiration to the great Hindu religion. Tt
hardly therefore, I think, requires an assurance from me
‘that the preservation of this holy city is and always will
be a matter of the deepest concern to me.

Liet us now come to the less romantic faets. 1 may
first dispose of a  question which is really a separate
problem and has mo connection with the damage to the
ghéts. I refer to the pollution of the Ganges water. T
am told that an excellent infercepting drain, which was
built several years ago, has been allowed to fall into
partial disuse, and that if it and other drains already
construeted are put in proper repair, there is no reason
why the river should not flow on wntainted. This is a
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matter on which it would seem” that the Trust should

first approach the Municipal Board, in whose hands the

primary responsibility for the drainage of the eity rests.
Your Trust conld, I.think, give valuable assistance to
your cause by organising public opinion to realise the
importance of strict conservancy admiuistration, and by
encouraging the Municipal Board to make the fullest
possible use of existing drainage.

As regards the question of danger fo the ghéts, T am
told that the damage, which the river front has suffered,
has cecurred over a long series of years, and that there
are two main reasons for it ; the blocking ‘of the, sub-soil
water by buildings along the front, and erosion by direct
action of the river. Thé¢ former danger may perhaps
not be diffieult to meet, but to guide the waters of a
“wighty river like the Ganges at Benares must of necessity
be a very expensive and possibly a hazardous enterprise.
It has, I understand, heen estimated that the protection
of the ghits against the action of the river will cost nof

less than 30 lakhs, and the wayward strength of g river

15 80 incalenlable that it would not be safe to limit the
possible expenditure even to this ficure.

You no doubt realise, gentlemen, the magnitude of

the work you have nnd'erta,ken_, and your enterprise in
seriously taking up this question is greatly to your credit,

Your flrst duty, as it appears to me, is to gain the con-

fidence of the public. You must satisfy them that the

scheme is one which will bring eredit to themselves and o
you, and in which the money they subscribe will not be
uselessly thrown away. The first step towards gaining
this eonfidence must be to carry out a thorotigh and expert
survey of the threatened area and 1o prepare an estimate
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of the cost of protective works. T invite the Trust there-
fore to confine its efforts in the first instance to raising
funds for a survey which, though expensive, eould, I
understand, be carried out for a sum of Rs. 50,000. I have
received an assurance that as soon as the requisite funds
are raised, the Provincial Goyernment will gladly supply
a competent officer to carry out the expert surveying work.
I hope that towards raising this preliminary sum your
Committee will accept, as evidence of my interest in your
work, a small subseription from myself,

The completion of the survey will of course be only
the beginning of your real task, and we cannot for the
present say with certainty what funds will be required.
But I have no doubt that you will agree with me when
I say that the ultimate expense involved in this great
work should, in fairness, be mainly a charge on all Hindu
wvers of Benares. Until the eritical work to which I
have referred has been completed, it is hardly possible for
me to give practical consideration to the question of Gove
ernment assistance ; and it is evident that any such
assistance would of necessity be conditional upon. the state
of public finances and upon the amounts previously
subscribed by private persons. T find it difficult to believe
that if your Trust can satisfy the Hindu community as
a whole that the need is an urgent one and that you ara
determined to the utmost of your ability to earry through
the work to which you have set yourselves, Mindus of
every class and whatever their circumstances wounld not
joyfully subseribe to save the city to which their thoughts
so often turn. I can assure Yyou that in all the efforts
Jou may make to accomplish the purpose to which you
have set your hands, you will carry along with you my
warm interest and good-will,

L6PSV 2%
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ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE BHARA_T DHARMA
MAI‘IA}IAND_AL, BENARES, '

5th January ) G R t:hé .Vicer(w made the following reply to the Address
Jezz. of “clcome from the Bharat Dharma Ma.lmmandal at Ben.m'ea
on the 5th of January -— '

Gontlemen,—I thank you fot the welcome you have
offered me. 1 feel that it is not so much perhaps a we’f-'
eome to this sacred eity, in which your Association appro-
priately enough has its centre, as a welcome on the pa.rt'
of the whole brotherhood of [Tm{lumm For  yours 1#_-
a body which, drawing suppovtevs from many parts Gf'
India and from many different walks of life,"has one r.onh
mon bond, which you truly recognise as superior to, and
widexr than time or place, in the tenets of the great Hindu
religion, -

1 thank you too for your as-».ur'm(.e of loyalty andl
devotion, those instinetive sentiments of your creed, A
Fidelity to the ruler, loyalty to established authonty,'
have always been cardinal tenets of the Hindu faith,  And
even as they have from ages past been one of the founda-
tions of your religion, so in the world of the present day'
they are vital sources of strength not only for your own:
community, but for the whole of India.

Next to loyalty you have laid emphasis upen respeet
for social order. This feeling, I suppose, is the counters.
part in public life of that reverence for family tradition,
that insistence on family discipline, which are such striks:
ing features of Hindu life. Their value was never morg:
apparent than to-day, when many forces are tending
“towards the dissolution of ties on ywhich society has long
depended. There is indeed no part of life which can claing
immunity from one of life’s general laws, that to seek
so-called liberty in separation from any idea of authority
and digcipline iz to betray the prineipal purpose of
existence. As you have implied, neither the individual
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yior society can afford to confuse liberty with license ; for
though we but dimly apprehend it, we all instinetively
realise, whether in nature or in ourselves, that life is con-
trolled by law, and if by onr conduct we deny it, we are
imperilling the reality of life itself. It is therefoire satis-
factory to know that your Association representing as it
dovs all that is best in Hindu orthodoxy, is never likely
to throw aside lightly traditions which have stood the
‘test of time. Orthodoxy, as you most truly say, is mot
~or ought not to be gtagnation, and should in no way be
antagonistic to the progressive realisation of new ideals
and new desires.

There is much in the social life of India, which stands
in dire need of reformation, and I trust that there will
be an increasing number of loyal adherents of your great
community, who will be found willing to devote unselfish
service to these social canses.

You speak of the harm that has been don¢ and is
still being done by the divorce of education from religion,
and there can be few thinking men, of whatever creed,
who would not share your views. The object of all true
education is to build character, and charactey ultimately
depends npon the moral sanetions which a man or woman
accepts as final in his or her daily life. Sueh sanctions
are found most surely in religion, and if we negleet the
place of religion in education, we are rejecting the most
powerinl instrument fo assist us in our work. Bui the
question bow far, or by what meaus, it is for Government
to effect the union of the two, raises, especially in India,
far reaching issues on which 1 would give no hasty verdiet,
T ean however promise you that any scheme which your
Association may ever wish to bring forward will be cons
sidered by my Government with all the care and sympathy
which such an important subject has the right to clain,
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You have dwelt briefly on the communal dissensions
which we have recently had® such unhappy oceasion . to
deplore, 1 repeat the hope that the “whole Hindu comn-
munity may approach the question in the same wide
spirit of toleration for which your Association strives.
May it bring to a considevation of the problem the sama

~vision with which your own “ Temple of All Religions ”

aims-at the establishment of a true world peace hetweeh b

all countries and all creeds: Ior it is by secking, | a.p
your Temple does, the points of agreement—and thé‘i‘u
are many-—between religions, and not by ﬂmphaslsnw and..
distorting the points of difference, that religious com:

munities ean best hope to find the way to real and last.
ing peace. The last few years have seen human  effort
more and more directed towards the attainment of world
unity in the sphere of polifies, and your Association has
the satisfaction of knowing that it is working on lines
analogons to an organisation which is suarely destined to
have a profound influence on the future of mankind. .

Liet me again thank you, gentlemen, for your welcoms
and your address, and assure you of my interest in the
aims of your Association and of my rveadiness to f urlthéi'
in any way that I can the beneficial dctivities of your
members, '

BANQUET AT RAMPUR.

H. BE. the Viceroy delivered the following speech at th:g
Banqguet ot Rampur on the 6th January ;-—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen~My fivst 'd‘l'tt:j;'
is to thank Your Highness for the very kind manner in
which you have proposed the foast of Lady Trwin and
myself. Ve had, as Your Highness has said, immediately
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‘fter our arrival in India, the pleasure of making a brief
wequaintance with Your IHighness in Delhi and with true
JAndian hospitality almost your first words were an invita-
-'«f-iéu to wisit you in your State,

... It i3 with the greatest pleasure that we have taken
'}adva_ntage of Your Highness’ kindness, and I may, I am
sure, on behalf of all his guests who are here to-night,
_ gﬁ‘(r to His Wighness our united thanks for the abundant
huspltaht} with which he has entertained u$ and for the
peraunal trouble I know he has taken to ensure our com-

~ 'We have all listened with deep appreciation to Your
Aighness” expression of loyalty to His Majesty the King.

Fmperor. The whole history of Rampur echoes that
‘dssurance. A century and a half of loyal and constant
Friendship to the British Crown is guarantec that on this
theme Your Highness employs no empty phrases. The
tradition which Your Highness' ancestors founded so long
ago was worthily maintained in the dark days of the Indian
jiIuth and carried on throughout the Great War, when
Ramp‘ur was never known te begrudge assistance to any
hppcle that was made to her. I feel sute that T can
continue to rely on Your Highness’ staunch assistance
to Government whether in War 'or peace, and I have
recently been greatly pleased to hear of your ready co-
operation with the United Provinces Government in
helping their special police to fun to earth the gangs of
‘professional eriminals who were using the State as a base
of operations against British India. Tt iy in gveat part
owing to Your Highuess’ help and to that of your Inspector-
(}meral of Police Sahibzada Abdul Majid Khan that
- their depredations have now been terminated.

Another passage in Your Highnoss’ speech whick

aﬂorded me great satisfaction was the reference i he

%éﬂshsé"by Lord I'rin, : 168

L



Speeches by Lord 1 .

Buanquet ai Raﬁw-

cordial relations which exist between Your Highness and
. ‘the British Officials with whom Your Highness’ State is
“goncerned, I ean well believe thig, for theve is perbaps
no ‘quality in a man better calenlated to win the approval
and friendship of the British official than frankmdess in
speech and aetion, And these are fraits which I well
know 'belong to Your IHighness’ character. Those who
Jhave known Your Highness best have always been struek
by the sincerity with which you tell them what you real],y
think, and by the loyalty wou show to your personal
friends, among whose number I hope that I may e(mnt
myself,

T am glad 'to hear from Your Highuess that you are
fully alive to the educational needs of your people and
to the advantage of developing your State with roads,
eanals, and colonisation schemes.,  IFor it is by  the
prosperity and contentment of your subjects that Your
Highness’ rule, as every other, will ultimately be judged.
I hope that your new schemes will be found to lend them-
gelves to those advanced methods of agrieulture which,
1 think, are likely to be the solution of many of the diffi- |
culties which beset the Indian country-ide to-day.  The
improvements which Your Highness has effected in the
town of Rampur itself are patent to everyone. The latest
of all, which, T understand, was constructed to Your
Highuess’ own design, is the new bloek of the Khas Bagh
Palace. I am indeed grateful to Your Highness for the
great efforts which I kmow you have made to have it
ready for my visit, and T can assure you that the comfort
and pleasure that it offers to its inahates well repay all the.
trouble you have taken.

Architeeture is not the only of the arts in which Your
Highness shows your interest. The Rampur Library which
you showed me this moming is well known to be one of
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the first in India and among its collection of 9,000 manu.
geripts are many of whieh no other copies exist in this
country. It is fortunate to find in the person of Your
Highness a generous patron of the Arts, who is both
gtudent and collector, and who is steadily adding to the
reputation it has already gained,

_ I will not, detain you longer. I will only assure Your
Highness of the deep personal interest I take in all that
. appertains to the welfare of the States of India.

.. I would now ask the company to rise and drink fo
the health of a good ruler, a good host and a good friend—
His Highness the Nawab of Rampur,

NAMING OF THE IMPERIAL ATRWAYS AEROPLANE.

i

. H. E. the Viceroy delivered the following speech at the 10¢h January

Ieerem(my of the Naming of the Imperial Airways Aeroplane af
Delhi on the 10th of January :—

I am very pleased that I should have been asked to
take part in this ceremony. A voyage such as Sir Samuel
and Lady Maud Hoare have achieved carries our thoughts
‘hack to journeys in earlier days between Hurope and
India, when the slow-footed camel and beasts of burden
carried Indian merchandise across the old land route to
Southern Europe, when men made the diseovery---amazing
in those times—of 'a sea route to India, and finally succeeded
in  shortening the journey by the canal which severs the
“Asiatic continent from Africa. Many people looked to
‘railways as the next obvious step in speeding up the
eommunieation between England and India. But the air
has forestalled them,

The political, commereial and social implications of
this new development of travel are obvious enough and
I need not elaborate them. Sir Samuel Hoare stated a
day or two ago that India, by virtue of her size and
geographical position, might well become the air cenire
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of the Bast, and I 'seé no reason why in the course nf
time his prophecy 5.11011]1[ not come true,

When that time comes, India will look baek and
remember the day when this machine first Janded in the
eity from which it is now to take its name. This Imperial
City has been the goal of many jeurneys and many
dd\entmea in past history, It is fitting that it shotild

A give its name to the aevoplane whose journey has opened

-

& new page in its history and has added one more to the

many. roads which lead to Delhi.

ol
I know that T utter the thoughts of all present to-day

when I wish good luek and safe voyaging to the acrop}a.no

which I now invite Lady Irwin formally to name.

OPENING OF THE COUNCIL HOUSE AT NEW DELHL

15th Juanary In opening the Counecil House at New Delhi on the 18th
19279, of January, H. . the Viceroy said :—

Your Highnesses, Ladies and Geﬂtlemn,—Befdm
proceeding to. the eeremony which Sir Bhupendra Nath

Mitra has asked me to perform, it is my duty to announee- -

that I have been honoured by a command from His
Tmperial . Majesty the King-Emperor to read a message
which he has been graciously pleased to send. . It is in
the following terms :—

“* Fifteen years ago in Delhi, T gave public expression
to the hope that the great changes then to be effected

might bring inereased happiness and prosperity to India.. - ;

On this golemn oceasion I desire to associate myself with the
ouftward ecompletion of a great part of the task then under-
taken, The new ecapital which has arisen enshrines new
insfitiitions and a new national life. May it endure fo
be worthy of a great mation, and inspire the Princes and
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people of India with ideals of brotherhood and service, by
which alone the peace and true prosperity of my subjects
may he secured. I earnestly pray that in the Couneil
House about to be opened, wisdom and justice may find
their dwelling place, and that (Giod’s blessing may rest
npon all those who shall henceforth serve India within its
‘walls,

i GEORGE R, 1.7

We gratefully acknowledge the desire of His Majesty
to unite himself on this oceasion with the Princes and
'_Zp_édples of India as yet one more example of the constant
‘and infimate interest in their welfare, which he has always
shown. 1 am certain that the sentiments, to which His
Majesty has been pleased to give expression, will awake
a new echo of loyalty to his Person and Crown through-
sout the whole Indian Empire.

The oceasion of our meeting fo-day is one that reflects
many of the deepest and strongest feelings of our human
“kind. Throughout the ages men have ever sought to give
‘visible shape to ideas that have enlisted their devotion and
“respect, and, by so doing, to protect them from oblivion
“and decay. Thus men have been moved to find permanent
"embodiment in material form for their highest ideals of
“religious and civie life in order that they might thereby
hand down to future generations the spirit and traditions
of the past. Here in India, and not least in Delhi, we
“have around us eloquent memorials of bygone days, and
‘it is fitting that it ' should be in this place, on a spot
“hallowed by tradition and dear to Indian sentiment, that
we should be inaugurating the first of the great buildings
of our New Capital,

The noble design of Government House, the magnificent
streteh of the Central Vista we owe to Sir Edwin Lutyens,
L6PSYV s . 26
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who from the beginning has taken the leading part iv the
ereation of this city. To him and to Sir Herbert Baker,
the author of this great building and of the Government
of India Secretariat, as well as to the Chief Engineer and
those whe have worked with him-—to whom Sir Bhupendra
Nath Mitra has rightly given praise—I desire to extend =
our grateful thanks. Nor will any think me lacking in
appreciation, if I say that those to whom the work was
entrusted will have sueeeeded in their task, if the buildings
of thig city may be counted worthy of the historie envivon-
ment in whlch they have been get. : -

But it is mot merely on the architectural features
of this building, which the Hou'ble Sir Bhupendra Nath
Mitra has described, it is not on the labours of the builders,
that I wish espeeially to dwell this morning. I would ask
you for a brief space to allow your thought to pass through
this building te that of which it is the visible and external
sign.

Since the King-Emperor laid at Delhi the foundation
stone of the New Capital of India, great evenfs have
brought us through an infinite variety of experience, in
which anxiety, sorrow and disappointment have struggzled
for the mastery with faith, determination and hope. Indis
took her full share in this stern conflict, and under its
impulse, here as in many other parts of the world, we
have witnessed the emergence of new forces and mnew
aspirations. The development towards responsible Gov-
ernment in India under the British Crown ean indeed be
traced far back in the history of British rule in India,
but it is in these latter years that by the Declaration of
August 1917 definite and explieit recogmition has been
given to the goal towards which the poliey of His Majesty’s
Government is to be directed. This day brings home te -
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s with especial significance the reality of this declaration
of intention. In the ecarlier design of the new city such
& building as this had found no place, and its inclusion
iy the matural issue of those constitutional changes, from
whose loins the deliberative bodies, in future to be housed
twithin its walls, have sprung. Therefore this Council
‘House will stand as the outward expression of the set
purpose and sincere desire of the British people, and the
wopening of its doors would appear to be the most appro-
priate c;ereinmy with which to imaugurate the new centre
of the Government of India. But this is not all, If the
war was the parent of great movements in the political
thought of men, it taught us in clear language how infi-
mately the tics, which unite India with her sister nations
of the Empire, depend upon the fact that they are woven
round the eommon centre of allegiance to the Crown.
Only throngh that allegiance to its head does each member
of the Imperial body preserve its individual nation-
hood, and simultaneously achieve firm and endur-
ing wunity with its fellows. It was thus a mnoble
conception of the architect to give form to this idea
‘by housing within one ecircle the three bodies, the
‘Chamber of Princes, the Counecil of State, and the Legis-
Tative Assembly, signifying thereby the unity not of British
India only, but of all India under the Imperial Crown,

But the cirele stands for something more than unity,
From earliest times it has been also an emblem of
permanence, and the poet has seen in the ring of light
@ true symbol of eternity. May therefore we and those
who follow us witness, so far as we may, the fruition of
these twin conceeptions. As our eyes or thoughts rest
upon this place, let us pray that this Council House may
endure throngh the centuries, down which time travels
towards eternity, and that, through all the differences of

L
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passing days, Wen of every race and class and ereed may
here unite in a single high resolve to guide India to fashum
her future well,

ADDPRESS AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE THIRD
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

241h January H. B. the Viceroy made the following address at the Opening
il Session of the Third Legislative Assembly on the msrmng af the
24th January i—

GENTLEMEN,—

It is my pleasant duty to-day to weleome you to the
opening Session of the 3rd Legislative Assembly and to
wish you well in the labours you are about to undertake.
oinee I last had the honour of addressing you, the elec-
tions have wrought their changes, but, although we miss
the presence of some whose faces and names were familiar
in the last Assembly and in the wider political life of
India, I am glad to see that many have returned, whose
experience in previous Houses will be of greaf value in
the important deliberations which this Assembly will be
called upon to undertalke,

To-day you meet for the first time in your new and
permanent home in Delhi, In this Chamber the Assembly
has been provided with a setting worthy of its dignity
and importance, and I can pay its designer no higher
compliment than by expressing the wish that the temper,
in which the public affairs of India will be here conduct-
ed, may reflect the harmony of his conception,
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As vegards external affairs, there is only one matter
%0 which it is neeessary for me to refer. As Hon’ble .
Members are aware, the situation in China has been the
subject of grave anxiety. Attacks have recently been
made on the lives and property in the various treaty
ports of the mercantile communities, which inelude many .
Jndian as well as British subjeets. Certain Settlements
have already been evacnated under pressure and the
property of the residents extensively plundered. Other
and even more important areas are similarly threatened,
and His Majesty’s Government have reluctantly deeid-
ed' that it is their duty to send reinforcements to China
to proteet the lives of those for whose safety they are
cesponsible. Having regard to the fact that India is
the nearest part of the Empire in which forces are avail-
able for immediate despateh, the Government of India
have agreed to co-operate in this purely defensive action
‘by contributing a contingent, including Indian troops.

- Public opinion throughout the world has lately wit-
'messed the enlightened action that has been taken to
‘bring to an end the conditions of slavery pre-
‘viously existing in Nepal. Hon’ble Members will have
welcomed miore recent examples of the same humane
‘movement, provided by the action of the Khan of Kalat
within his territory, and by the measures taken only last
month by Government to stamp out slavery in' some
of the outlying territories situated close to the Burmese
frontier.

A few months ago T had the opportunity of visit-
<ng another of India’s frontfiers on the North-West, and
_of seeing for myself evidence of the improved conditions
which there prevail. I trust thatthe policy which my Gov-

ernment has been pursuing for the last four years in
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Waziristan will continue to prove of benefit both to the
independent tribes and to the adjacent parts of Brltlsh o
India, ¢

When T addressed the Indian Legislature on the
17th August last, I stated that the Union Government
had agreed to hold a Conference at Cape Town with re-
presentatives of the Government of India, in the hope of
reaehmg a satisfactory settlement of the Indian problem
in South Africa.

The delegation, appointed by my Government and
generally accepted by Indian opinion as representative,
sailed for South Africa on the 24th November, and on
arrival received a most cordial weleome from both the
Government and the people of the Union. The Confer-
ence was opened by the Prime Minister of the Union on
December 17th and elosed on January 13th. As Hon’ble
Members have seen from telegrams: that have appeared
in the Press, a provisional agreement has been arrived
at hetween the delegations of the Indian and Union Gov-
ernments, which will require ratification by the respee-
tive Governments.

Hon’ble Members will share the satisfaction of my
Government that Sir Muhammad Habibullah and his
colleagnes, again happily assisted by the devoted and un-
selfish labours of Mr. Andrews, should have succeeded in
reaching an understanding which, as we may hope,
will lead to a settlement of this long-standing problem.
Those who reecall the difficulty that this question present-
ed a few months ago will feel that the new aspect which
it has assumed refleets high eredit on those who have
represented the two countrieg in these diseussions. Our
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telegation have glready left South Arica and arve due to
arrive in Delbi on February 6th. Pending their return
and the receipt of their report, I am not in a position to
- make any announcement regarding the provisional settle-
. ment that has been reached. It is intencled to publish
the results of the work of the Conference simultancously
in hoth countries, and in regard to the date of such
publication we are bound to consult the wishes of the
Union Government. My Government will not fail to
give the Chambers of the Indian Tegislature an oppor-
tunity of discussing the matter at the earliest possible
opportunity.

I now turn to the annoumeement made by my prede-
cessor on the 9th February 1926 in the Couneil of State
conveying the decision of Ilis Majesty’s Government to
re-constitute the Royal Indian Marine as a combatant
force, thus enabling India to enfer upon the first stage of
her naval development, and ultimately to undertake her
own naval defence.  Lord Reading pointed out that much
construetive work had to he done before the Royal
Indian Navy could be inaugurated. 1 am glad to be
able to say that considerable progress can already he
recorded. The Bombay Dockyard has been busily en-
gaged on the equipment of the Depot Ship, and only
one sloop remains to be acquired in order to complete
thé initial strength in ships. Details of recruitment, orga-
nisation and finance have been worked out, and the most
important of the proposals of my Government under
these heads are already in the hands of the Secnétar}r
of State. The necessary legislation in Parliament will
be carried through, I hope, early this year. My Govern-
ment will then be in a position to introduce legislation to
provide for the diseipline of the new foree ; and, when



Speeches by J Lord Irmn

Address at the Opc-:zing Session of the Third = Legislative
Assembly.

that legislation is passed, the Royal Indian Navy wﬂl
come into existence.

A recent event of outstanding interest has been the
arrival in India of the Secretary of State for Al m the;
first of the great airliners sent out to this country b)‘
the Imperial Airways Company., In 5o far as Indla 18
concerned, this development of aviation marks the :m‘trqr
duction into the country of a new form of eivil trané.port‘
India is a country of vast distances, but aviation anmhll-
ates distance as it has hitherto been reckoned. 'l‘]le 1:11-
ereased speed of air-transport, eonpled with the faclhuqs
which it offers for surmounting geographical nhstade‘s-,
will be a potent factor in shortening the communication
of India with other conntries, and also in linking up her.
own widespread Provinees, thas dr awing them more
closely togother as members of a single nation.

i}

As the Iouse knows, there are several financial and
commercial matters, with which we are at present con-
cerned. After a series of balanced budgets the Govern-
ment of India may justly elaim to have reached a strong
financial position, with their credit firmly established
both within and outside Tndia. While securing this
result, for which India owes a real debt of gratitude to
the Hon’ble Finance Member, Sir Basil Blackett, Govern-
ment have been able to abolish the Cotton Excise duty,
to reduce the salt-tax and to extinguish a cnn-ndorabla
proportion of the Provincial Clonfributions. During the
present Session, in addition o the annual Finanece Bill,
legislative measures will be laid before you to give effect
to the principal recommendations of the Currency Com=
mission.

A Bill will also be placed hefore you, based on the
recommendations of the Tariff Board as regards protec-
tion to the steel industry. Mhe declared object of our
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;;rotcctv,e pohcy is that u]tlmately the proteeted indus-
tries should be abls to stand alenc and face world coms-
petition unaided, and it is by this cpiterion that the success
or failure of the policy will be judeed. The remarkable
progress made at Jamshedpur sinee 1924 affords reasgon-
able grounds for hope that, before many years have
passed stéel will be made as-cheaply in India as in any.
| eountry in the world, and that the-need for protection .
will disappear. But it is necessary, if capital is to be
attracted to the industry, that manufacturers should be
asa,uledlfn_r a reasonably long period of the continuance
of the basie duties applicable to imports from all countries,
The Board however are, I think, right in foreeasting that -

after seven years the time will have come to review the

position ‘afresh, and aseertain, in the light of the cireum-, -
stances then existing—not whether the industry deserves
protection, for that guéstion has been decided—hut
Wwhether it still needs it. !

The Tariff Board, which was specially constituted . to -
consider the claim to protection of the ecotton indust ry,
-is, I understand, about to submit its report, and my Gov-
ernment will seek to arrive at a pmmpf clu:mun on the
issues involved..

I turn now to topies of a more general character,
which must necessarily oceupy a pr omlmnt plum, An all
our timughts.

This Assembly is of partmu]ar importance maqmuch .
as wn‘,hm its life-time must be undertaken the-Statutory
enquiry, preseribed by the Government of India Act.
This fact is my excuse—if such be needed—for speaking
frankly on some aspeets of the genéral situation. But,
Lefore doing so, T desire to make my own position aml'
that of any Governor-General plain, . ; i

L6PSV = - 27
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As long as the final control of Indian poliey is consti-
tutionally vested in the Seeretary of State on behalf of
Parliament, it is the duty of the Glovernor-General, while
he holds his office, to guide his conduct in eonformity -
with the general poliey approved by the Imperial Gov-
ernment. Just as in Parliament, however, Indian affairs
are with foreign policy rightly held to be outside ordi-
nary party controversies, so a Governor-General as suech
hag no eoncern with British party polities. It is his duty
with his Government to seek faithfully to represent 10
the Imperial Government what he eonceives to be India’s
interests, and he must count on the help of the Legisla-
ture to enable him to do this fairly. On the other hand,
it is possible that he may be able to help India by telling
those who represent her in lier Counecils, from his own
knowledge, of the manner in which, and the angle from
which, the judgment of Parliament is likely to be formed.

1 do not ignove the fact that there is & section of
opinion in India which rejects the right of Parliament to
be the arbiter of the fashion or the time of India’s poli-
tical development. [ ean understand that opinion, L can
acknowledge the sincerity of some of those who hold
it, but I can devise no means of reconciling such a
position with the undoubted facts of the situation, N

But there is another section of opinion which, while
hesitating to prefer so fundamental an objection to any
vight of Parliament to be the judge of these matters,
would yet say in effect that it was indefensible for
Parliament to exercise its judgment in any sense but that
of granting to India forthwith a wide, if not a complets,
extension of responsible power.

The distinetion between these two lines of criticism
is narrow ; for Parliament would be no real judge if
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its title were held to depend for sanetion upon the judg-
ment that it delivers, and it is searcely possible to im-
ﬁugn its right to  deliver a {free wverdict, without
' ghallenging its title to sit in judgment on the case.

1 have not infrequently been told that the problem
18 psychological, and that many, if not most, of our present
difficulties in regard to pace and manner of advance
would disappear, if it was onee possible to convince India
that the British people were sincere in, their professed
intention of giving India responsible government,

- It is difficult to know in what way ene may hope to
a:any conviction to quarters which remain unconvinced.
I haye already stated my belief that, whether what the
British People has sought and is seeking fo do in India
will be approved or condemned by history, their own
inherited qualities left thewm no alternative but to open
to India the path in which they had themselves been
pioneers, and along which they have led and are leading
the peoples, wherever the British flag is flown.

Moreover, in the success of the attempt to lead a
friendly India towards self-government, the self-intoerest
and the credit of Great Britain before the world are alike
engaged, and forbid her to contemplate with equanimity
the failure to achieve a purpose which has been so pub-
liely proclaimed, Every British party in a succession of
Parliaments, elected on the widegt franchise, and theye-
fore representing in the widest possible  manner  1he
British | people, has pledged itself 1o the terms of the
1917 Declaration. They have implemented those terms
by legislation, and thus given praefical proot of siicerity
by introducing wide and far-reaching changes into the
structure of Indian Government,

From those undertakings no British party can or
will withdraw, and, althongh the British race may lack
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many excellent qualities, they can afford to remain un-
moved by charges of bad faith, which their whole history
denies,

But, it is said, the alleged sincerity of Parliament
receives practical contradiction on the one hand by arbi-
trary executive acts such as the detention of certain
men without trial in Bengal, and on the other by the _

reluctance of Parliament to give & firm time-fable for
the completion of its loudly professed purpose of making
India herself responsible within the BEmpire for her owms
government. The first question eoncerns the exercise of
that execntive responsibility which must rest upon any
administration, however constituted ; and, though I am
well aware of its politieal reactions, it is a question which
must be dealt with on its merits, and has no direct rela-
_ tion with the gemeral questiom of constilutional advanece.
7 For constitutional forms may vary widely, but the main-
tenance of law and order is the inalienable duty of all
those on whom falls the task of Government. And in-
deed the action, of which complaint is made, is solely due
to the fact that Government has had good reason to
believe that those now detained had rejected the way
of constitutional agitationt for that of violent comspiracy,
and that to put a term to their dangerous activities was
essential. "*
: i
I share with all FHon’'ble Members the desire to se'e
an end to the necessity for the comtinuance of these
measures, but the guiding principle in this matfer must,
and can only, be the interests of the publie safety. Nor
is the matter one that rests wholly or mainly in the hands
of Government. DBefore releases can be sancetioned Gov-
ernment must be satisfied either that the congpiracy has
been so far soppressed that those set at liberty, evem if
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' _they so desired, would be-unable to revive it in dangers
._6}_1;;_ Aorm, or, if the organisation for conspivacy still uxists.
that those released: would no longer wish to employ
‘their freedom to vesume their dangerous activities. Gov-
€ernment have always made it clear, and I repeat to-day,
that their sole object in keeping any men under restraint
8 to prevent terrorist outrages, and that they are pre-
pared to release them the moment they are satisfied that
;t_lrmir;release would not defeat this object, i

T

The other main ground for challenging the sincerity

‘of ‘Parliament is based, as I have said, upon the general ©
fmethod of approach that Parliament has dadopted towards.

the problem of Indian -constitutional development, ard

'as regards this, 1 wish to speak more fully.

i1+ Those who are anxious to sce eonstitutional advance

Jmust either coerce Parliament or convinee it. [ cannof .
-emphasise too strongly that in this matter they dre nof

ikely to succeed in coercing Parliament, and that Parlia.

~ment will resent the a.ﬂ_é_ulpt to do so, under whatever

shape the attempt is made. Moreover, it must inevitably

Jbe gravely disquieted by language, which appears to be

inspired by. - hestility not only to legitimate

British interests, but also to the British - connexion,

«Nor is this feeling on the part of Parliaent the mere
selfish desire to- retain power that it is  sometimes ve-
presented. Parliament “believes, and in  my judgment
- rightly, that, as it has been placed by history in a position
to guide and assist India, iv would be definitely defaulting
‘on these obligations if it surrendered its charge hefors it
. was satisfied that it could be safely entrusted to other
“hands.

‘ Parliament therefore will be rather inclined to exa-
‘mine the.practical success or otherwise that has attended
“the attempt it has made to solve the problem. It will’
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be quite ready to believe that theve are features in the
present arrangements which ean be improved-—and it

will be ready to improve them, What it will not under-

stand is the line of argument which says that, because
the present foundations for future responsibile govern-
ment are alleged to be at fault, this is neeessarily to be
remedied by immediately asking those foundations to
bear the entire weight of the whole edifice we desire to
build. : ;

When Parlinment invites India to co-operate in the
working of the reformed constitution, it does not inyite
any Indian party, as it was authoritatively stated the other
day, to lay aside for the fime being ifs demand for
Swaraj ; it does not desire that any party or individuak
should forego the freest.and fullest right of criticism and
constitutional opposition to any action that Government
may take ; but it does invite Indian political parties to
show whether or nof the ultimate structure, which Parlia-
ment is séeking fo ecrect, is one suitable to Indian
conditions and Indian needs. If it sees any large section
of Indian opinion, however vocal in its desize to further
the eanse of Indian self-government, steadily adhering

to the determination to do nothing but obstruct the

machinery with which India has been entrusted, Parlia-
ment is more likely to see in this evidence that the
application of Western constitutional practice to India
may be mistaken, than proof of the wisdom of immediate
surrender to India of all its own responsibility. It is
therefore a matter of satisfaction that a eongiderable part
of the political thought of Tadia hag not allowed itself
to be dissuaded by criticism or opposition from
endeavouring to work the new constitution with construc-
tive purpose. Thase who so guide their action are in
my judgment proving themselves the true friends of
Fodian constitutional development, ;
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Parliament ds likely to judgs these matters as a
plain question of practical efficiency. It will “be less
dnterested in the exact legal and cnnstitlxtin’hal rights

. granted by the reforms to the Indian ‘Legislatures than in
‘the extent to which these Legislatures have realiséd their
responsibilities and duties. It"will be quite willing  to

‘wecognise and malee allowanece for the limitations placed
upon Legislatures by the existing constitutions but it
.« will be gemuinely puzzled and disappointed-if it finds
that a good part of ten years has been wasted in 4 reinsal
1o play the game because somé of the players did not.
like the rules. Propaganda in favour of altering the yiles
in the early stages of the game will have little effoot
on the mind of Parliament, but, onthe other hand, it will
certainly be influenced if it finds the Indign Legislatures
exercising their responsibilities, albeit limited, in a spirit
of service to India, and tacitly assuming always that
‘their real responsibility is greater tham that which ig
expressed in any Statute.

- For Parliament has spent hundreds of .years in per.
Heeting its own wonstitution, and knows Yery well that it
has only grown into what it is to-day by the steady use
and extension of the power, at first dimited, but by custom
and precedent eonstantly expanding, which it wonts ined.
There'was a time in Canada, when the religious differences
between Protestants and Roman Catholics were supposed
to constitute an absolute bar to fall s;&lf-gm'emment';
Jbut after ' a few years, owing to the good sense of the
‘Canadian Legislature, the very real powers of the British
Parliament to intervene were silently allowed lirst to fall
nto desuetude and then to disappear. Parlimment knows
“ too that it is by this means that every one of the Pominiong
has obtained fully responsible seif~govcnrnmnt, finally
leading, as we have seen at the last Imperial Conference,
40 a wide revision of the letter of constitutional rela-
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tions previously prevailing between the several Aoverns
ments of the Empive. -

What then is the position 1

Tf we concede, as I ask we may, to British and Im]tfa‘j}
peoples sincerity of purpose, we are in agreement on th?
fundamental matter of the end we desire to reach. There
may be, and is, disagreement over the ways and means of
reaching it ; but it is surely a strange distortion of
perspective if we allow our conduet to be unduly inﬂ_u,-
enced by differences om issues, which are after all only
incidental to the main issue on which we are agreed.

Here, as in other human affairs. evolutionary progress
ean be realised in two different ways, between which we
bave ccnstantly to make our choice. Either we can
scareh out points of agreement in the final purposes
which inspire thought and action ; or, rejecting thesé
peaceful counsels, we can follow the way of confliet where
agreement is forgotten, where disagreements are exag-
gerated, and where the fair flowers of mutual under-
standing and trust ave overgrown hy the tangled weeds
of suspicion and resentment. In many directions and
throughout many centuries the world has made trial of
the last, and, in sore disappeintment at the results ®
eoming painfully to learn that the way of friendship may ]
be at once the move noble and the more powerful instru-
ment of progress.

I have thonght it right to say so much, becanse T am
deeply impressed with the gravity of the situation and
with the necessity that lies upon us all of facing faets.
I am conscious that much that I have said may evoke
criticistn and excite opposition ; but I hope that I may
have succeeded in gaying it in words that will not wound
the legitimate susceptibilities of any. 1If in this respect
I have any where gone astray, and employed language
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which has falsified my hopes, I would here express my
genuine regret. Buf, believing as 1 do that what 1 bave
said is true, I should think myself to have been lacking
in my- duty, if I had been deterred from telling this As-
sembly frankly what I conceive to be the trutl,
Erom fear that it might sound ‘unpleasantly upon
their ‘ears. It were better to be blamed for saying un-
_piea‘sant things if they are true in time, than to be con-
demned ‘for saying them too late. I think it is essential
‘!;hﬂ.t India should clearly appreciate some of the factors
which will be powerful to influence the mind of Parlia-
wment. I have sought, so far as my own experience and
knowledge on these matters is of any worth, to place
India in possession of them, and I earnestly hope that,
in the time which will elapse before the Statutory en-
quiry, events may follow such a course as may convinee
both India and Great Britain that it is possible for them
harmoniously to work together for the consummation of
their common hopes.

BANQUET AT BIKANER,

fede) = 312 Exoellency the Viceroy made the following speech ab 20th Januory
'!tha Banquef; at Blkmmr on-the 20th January :-— 1927,

Your HIGI-INESSES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—

Lady Irwin and I are most grateful to you, Your
Higliness, both for the langnage and the spirit in.which
you have proposed our health, and to you all, ladies and
gentlemen, for the wcordislity with which you bave
received it. I am sure that all Yonr Highness’ guests
‘will wish me to take this pablic opportunity of thanking
wou for the manner in which youn have entertained us, and
for all the trouble you have taken to make our visit one
of interest and enjoyment. A visit to Bikaner is the envy
of those who have mnot had the pleasure of experiencing
it, and our visit here will leave very happy and lasting
‘mnemories in all our minds. The very name of Rajasthan,
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par excellence the home of chivalry and pride of race; has
agsociations which must avrvest the thought of anyone to
whom history makes appeal. And indeed it is not difficult,
when you have once felt the wide freedom of the plaing
of Bikaner and breathed the atmosphere of its keen air,
to understand how it has bred that virile race of which
Your Highness is an outstanding type. {{iaty

., Your Highness’ speech was full of nany points of
interest. Your veference to the old conneetion, which

associates my family with Bikaner, gave e espeeial

pleasure, and it was with much gratification that I read
a copy of the letter written by my grandfather to His
late Highness Maharaja Sirdar Singhji. Your Highness
is rightly proud of a letter which so clearly testifies 1o
and records the spirit of loyalty and devotion to the
Imperial Throne whiech has ever been displayed by the
Rulers of Bikaner. It is pleasant for me too to rveflect.
as Your Highness remarked, that my grandfather, besides
being indirectly responsible for my own existenee, should
have been the unconscions agent in seeuring  Your
Highness’ presence as our host to-night. Vi

I can therefore claim something in the nature of an
hereditary interest in the Indian States, but the hold
that they have upon our imagination doss not depend
only upon historical coincidence, Iere we ses an order
of things that has flowed directly from the traditions of
Other days. Standing, as they do, astride the eenturies,
the Indian States seem to enshrine many ol those elements
of reverence for tradition, and respect for' the judegment
of earlier generations, which are cometimes lacking in
modern political philosophy. But none can be confent
merely to yield himself to complacent veneration of the
past, for the past is more truly a well from which we °
draw inspiration for the future. The States on  their
part and the people of British India on theirs are joint
workers, brother builders, each contributing their part
towards the realisation of better things than our fathers
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or we have known. We must together strive to ensure
that there may be no loose stones, no internal flaws fending
towards the weaknmess and u'timate destruction of that
which we desire to build, and that our successors, as they
contemplate the results of our joint handiwork, may have
cause to feel grateful that the foundations have been
well and truly laid.

Your Highness is right in thinking that I realise to
" the full the sanctity of the Treaties and Sanads of tiwe
Indian States and I shall do everything in my power to
observe them. While there are of course weighty
responsibilities always attaching to myself and to my
Government in relation to the Indian States, I can assure
Your Highness that the general policy which my
Government sineerely desire to pursue remaing, as in the
past, a poliey of non-interference with affairs that are
internal to the States,

The wider question of the relations of ‘he States
with British India is perforce taking on new aspects with
the present passage of political evenfs. This is a matfer
of the greatest moment to us all, and in the prolonged
-consideration of the many different prolilems, which are
soon likely to arise, I look forward to the collaboration
and advice of the Chamber in which Your Highness has
always taken so prominent a part and to which, as
Chancellor, you gave such long and devoted service. As
Your Highness bore the brunt of the preliminary work
inyolved in ity constitution, so it was due largely to vour
initiative that the Ruling Princes of India realised the
advantage of taking common counsel in alf matters
affecting the welfare of their States. Your Highness
remarked iu passing that T had endeavoured to encourage
some of the younger members to speak in the Ch
and T sincerely hope that they will do 80 more
My only complaint indeed against Your Thighn
you have set such a high standard

amber,
and more,
ess is tha
of eloquence that it may

L.
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well deter less expeniencod speakers from entering th'ei
arena of debate.

A part of Your IHighness' speech which mtvres’md
me greatly was your refcrence to irri gatxon T had, not
long ago, the oppor tunity of visiting one of the new Colonivg
of the butIpJ Valley Project and of seeing the first effects
of irrigation. It was a stimulating experience to stand
on the very edge of a dry and thirsty desect, and see side
by side with it land of similar quality which only a few
months before had had its first drink of irrigation watér;
and was now covered with a thick earpet of luxuriant
cerops.  The extension of thiy great scheme to Bikanes

‘may, 1 think, be said to typify the inter-dependence oft
all Indian States and British India, and is a landmark
in the story of Your Highness’ ceaseless efforts, ever sineé
your accession, to protect your State against the ravages
of famine. Your Highness has described the administra-
tive and finaneial problems which you had to solve, dnd
I searcely know whether fo admire more the farsighted
wisdom which Your Highness showed in the original
conception of this scheme or the unremitting patleni‘!e,
energy and labour by which, in face of great natural
difficulties, you have hrought it to triumphant issue..

No Banquet in Bikaner wounld be complete viithout
a reference to the wonderful sport which Your Highness
provides for your visitors. The wagnetic qualities of
our host, which attract streams of visitors throughout the
winter to Lalgarh, even exert their influence on the
sandgrouse from the distant plains of Central Asia. Why
they should econtinue foolhardily to flock hither as they
do, I hardly know, for they must realise by now that tht‘;f
are invading the territory of one of the best shots in the
world. Tt may be that they know some of his guests do
not hold as straight as His Highness, The memory of
my shoot at Gajner will remain with me as g red-letter
day in my calendar of sport. This cold weather has aluo
- seen the arrvival of other new and strange birds of the air
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in Bikaner. The flight of Sir Samuel and Lady Mand
Hoare from England to India is something more than a
mere winter migration, and I am certain that nothing
conld have more greatly stimulated Indian interest in
this new means of travel and communication than that
if should have been inaugurated by the Secretary of State
for Air.

Your Highness perhaps remembers the words you
spoke on an occasion like that of to-night, 30 years ago,
When, I believe for the fivst time in its history, Bikaner
entertained a Vieeroy. As a boy of 16 you said ‘it is
my most edrnest wish that I should prove myself worthy
of the position in which I have been placed. 1 want not
only to be the ruler of my people, but their friend, and
their best friend too . The history of Bikaner since
that day is twitness to the manner in which, with strong
sense of the obligations of your position and with great
administrative ability, Your Highness has fulfilled that
promise. It is not necessary to dwell at length on the
outstanding features of Your Highness’ caveer. They
are common knowledge to us all. India and the whole
Empire are indebted to you for the part you played in
the Imperial War Cabinet during the Great War, and
at the Peace Conference at Versailles. More reeently
the Assembly of the League of Nations at Geneva swas
reinforeed by your broad outlook and sagacious judgment
strengthened and enriched by long contact with affairs
i many flelds. We have as our host to-night g
Statesman versed in Imperial and International polities,
a Soldier whose sword has been unsheathed in three
continents in the service of the King-Emperor, and a
Wise Ruler who finds his relaxation from publie duty in
showing good sport and dispensing unstinted hospitality.

Ladies and Gentlemen, T give you the foast of Ifig
Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner,

L
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ADDRESS OR WPLCUME FROM THE TALUQDARS OF
OUDHL

PaTTIIY .’

290d Feb- His Bxeellency the Viceroy received a Deputation from the
| ewary 1927, Talugdurs of Oudh at Delhi on the 22nd February, and in u.ply
fo the Address of Weltome presented hy them said -~

Ruja Sir Rempal Singh and Members of the British
TIndion Association of Oudh,—I thank you for the cb'rdi'il'._-._ '
address of weleome whieh you have so kindly presenteci tali
me to-day. Since your President several months «au'o
informed me that your Association wished to send a
deputation to bid me welcone, I have looked forward to
this opportunity of meeting personally its representatives.
The traditional loyalty of the members of your Order to
the British Crown and Empire has been recognised by
suceessive Viceroys; and, as the latest representative of 11ig
Majesty the King-Emperor, it gives me great pleasure to
hear your reaffirmation of this long-standing devotmn to
the Throne

I also value your reference to my interest in agticut- .
tural matters, and your claim that I am indeed ag‘one of .
you—a land-owner who by birth and | cireumstanceys <z’ .
inevitably attracted by, and bound up with, the problems
of progress in the development of the land itself, and in
the improvement of the condition of the people who-live
by it. I have been long enough in India to realise the
difference betwein the problems which the land-owners in
England and those in India are called upon' to face.
Diversity of climate alone would be suffieient 1o make this
inevitable. = But whether we live in Yorkshire or in Oudh,
aany of the principles which puide us in the task are the
same. I have already said much on this subject during the
last nine months, and I wish now to emphasise only one
point with regard to the work of the Royal Commission on
Agriculture. Whatever the recommendations of that Come
mission may be, no permanent good will come of them
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without the active co-operation of the great Zamindarg
of the country such as yourselves. You are in the position
to translate theary into practice, and, if you do not make
the attewtpt, those whe live little above the subsistence level
will be entively unable to do so. I know that the task is
no easy one, and that courage and perseverance are needeck
in following mew paths and facing mew risks. But the
- words of your address give me confidence that in the
" Garden of India, as you have described it, the Royal Com-~
mission: will not find their labours unproductive for the
want of soil in which to flourish,

1 have heavd with much pleasure the aid whizh the
Association as a whole has given to the spread of education
in the Pravinee, and the steps voluntarily taken to ensure
that the oblivations which you have taken npon yourselves
in this respeet are properly met. You no doubt realise as
well as I do the importance of edueation to the members
of your Order in fitting yourselves to meet the require-
ments of your position. 1 trust fuoll benefit is derived
from the Colvin Talugdars School, which T understand is
maintained chiefly for this purpese.

In expressing appreciation at the establishment of the
Chief Court of Oudh, you urge another change of status,
despite the short time during which this Court has been
in existence. The transfer of Judges and other officers of
Government well aequainted with local eonditions is one
of the inevitable drawbacks in the administration of so
vast a country as Imdia. In this particular egse 1 am told
that the changes in the Chief Court have not been relatively
more numerous than those in the Iligh Court for the same
period, and are not in future Iikely to be frequent in spite
of the ifference in prospects between the two Courts.
However, the point you have raised will be borne in mind
by those concerned, although further experionce is neces-
gary before the position can be profitably reviewed.

8pecehes by Lord Lrwii, : 9*1'9.‘.
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In the course of your address you have made a request
for the grant of a  Permanent Seftlement. You may be
sure that I fully realise the importance of maintaining
stable " conditions, in which agrieulturists can look with
confidence to the future, and I am veady to do all that I
can to assist the Indian agriculturist on whom in great
measure the prosperity of India depends. But much grain
has passed through the mill since Lord Cornwallis save
Bengal its Permanent Settlement. India's place in the
commercial markets of the world and the intricacies of hor
finaneial and soeial problems have brought many ' new
factors into the picture, which necessitate elasticity of
public revenue and expenditure. The present  constitu-
tional position too is only a transitional stage in the rela:
tions of the executive towards the Legislature and'{he
people. The Government could hardly therefore, even it
it so desived, accept the responsibility of anticipating the -
final verdict of the electorate on so important a measure.
There are moreover obvious objections to the Perrq‘ariéﬁt
Settlement. Tt involves the sacrifice of the share of the
State in growing values of land, and perpetuates assesst
ments which must become more and more uneven as time
goes on. Any measure too which tends permanently to
limit the share which any class is called upon to confri-
bute to the general revenues is almost certain o result in
an unfair burden on other classes. The evidence before
Government does not bear out the contention that the
present system of periodic revision of “land assessment
places any real obstacle in the way of improvements to the
land, or adversely affects agricultural “development .
generally, : i

1 am afraid too that the chanzed eonditions of life in
India make it impossible for me .to  acquiesce in your
request for an unqualified exemption from the operations
of the Arms Act. When the Tioeal (tovernment ' decided
that, while no restriction should be placed on any living
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Talugdar, the case of each successor should be decided on
its merits, the notification remarked ‘ the day for the
. mnlimited possession of umlicensed arms by private indi-
vidualy in India is passing away just as in other countries
it has already passed . I an assured by the Local Gov-
¢rnment that every precaution by way of Speeisl orders
is taken to see that the new Aet is worked in the most
liberal spirit, and in actual practice I hope that the restrie-
tiong of which you complain are no more than those which
a loyal citizen cheerfully accepts to ensure that dangerous
weapons do not fall into unauthorised hands.

.y 1 am sorry that I cannot meet your wishes in these two
respeets, for you need no assurance from me that I have
xptir interests at heart, and 1 do not under-estimate the
value of the loyal and conservative influence which has
ever been exerted by the Talugdars of Oudh. I hope that
1 may continue to rely on your support, and that you will
not fail to fulfil the vesponsibilities which your position
demands of you. Secured as you are in your possessions
by the strong arm of Government, and enjoying large
_incomes in a country in which publie spirit is weak, you
have definite vesponsibilities towards your tenantry and
towards the State. In every country direet  obligation
l:ests upon us who own land to maintain close and sym-
pwthohc touch with everything that ewncerns the welfare
qf.thuhu who cultivate our land, and we cannot rightly
ﬂelegate these to others. I should be glad therefore to
see more of the large land-hoiders in India paying personal
attention to the management of their estates rather than
leaving it to agents whose personal inferest in the lives
and prosperity of the tenantry is not always what it should
Ee

Tn conclusion let me thank you on hehalf of Lady
Irwin and myself for the warm invitation you have
extended to us to visit Lucknow. We both lock forward
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te coming theve as early as our other public engagements.
will permit, and our anticipation is heightened by  the
thought of the cordial welecome which awaits us in the
midst of sueh true friends as the Talugdars of Oudh.:

ADDRESS FROM THE AIMADIYYA COMMUNITY.

In replying to an Address presented at Delhi on the 2bthe
Febrary by a Deputation representing the Abmadiyya Gom-
munity, His Excelleney the Viceroy saidi—

Gentlemen,—I1 bave listened with. much pleasure to
the address with which you have been good enough ''to
present me, and I thank you on Lady Irwin’s behdlf as
well as my own for the kindly sentiments which ' it con-
tains. I greatly appreciate your whole-hearted expression
of wood-will and loyalty to the Crown, and I am sure that
these feelings will continue in the future as in the pasti
to inspire the thonght of your cammumty

The briet review which you have given of the early
history and expansion of the Ahmadiyya community is
enough fo remind me of the deeply interesting lifo story
of your founder, his studions early vears, his powerful
expositions of doctrine, and the other influenees which:
gathered round him hig first band of  devoted ta][oweri&.
The growth of your coramunity sinee that day, in the short
course of one generation, is the measure of the belief which
as a body you have reposed in the teachmga of your founder
an‘l his suecessors.

You have referred in your addru\“ to the necessity of
ensuring adequate Mahdmedan representation in the Legis-
latures and in Government serviee, and you have expressed
anxiety lest the chances of members of ihe Alhmadiyya
community to obtain appointments tnder Government
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‘ghiould be prejudiced by the mere fact of their being

Abhmadies. As regards this last point you need be under

‘mo apprehension that the Government have any intention
of departing from their traditiomal policy of toleration

dor all creeds, or that any man is or will be debarred from

public service by the faet of belongm,t; to @ . particula

veligions sect,

On the point of communal representation, I may repeat
“what 1 said not long ago in Calcutta, that there is no
Dresent intention on the part of Government 1o make any
‘ehange in the system which is now in force, and that Gov-
‘eenment will never contemplate the possibility of any altera-
tion, without first taking into consideration the epinionsof
" sl communities which are likely to be affected. As regards
reeruitment of Moslems to service under Government, it is
(clearly preferable that the Moslem community should by
merit alone make good their claim to representation, propor-
tionate to their numerical and political importance. You
have indeed yourselves frankly recognised the truth of
this, and it is satisfactory to know that education among
‘the members of your communily is progressing with the
‘rapidity which you have deseribed. In the meantime
Government. endeavours by some reservation of appoint-
ments to remedy any marked discrépancies which may at
present exist, and to give to each community a fair chance
of publie office. Tt is, as you will readily agree, impossible
to lay down any hard and fast proportion in these matters,
and merit must always be a primary factor in considering
an individual’s claim to be taken into (Government service.

In touehing on the cornmunal dissensions which have
marred the recent history of so many towns in India, you
have emphasised the necessity for a change in the mﬁntdl
outlook of the Hindu ana Moslem communities and the
need for a spirit of mutnal toleration and inereased sense
of duty among the leaders of both parties. I have said 2
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ood deal on this subject on previous oceasions. Goverm-
ment have, as I have pointed out more than once, taken
i such measures as they deemed pessible, and I do not think
that I can or need to-day say more than that I hope with all
my heart that the lessons of this deplorable strife hav&
sunk deep into the minds of all, and that lovers of peaee
will pursue with unabated zeal their labours towards
reconciliation, |

You are, I think, mistaken in stuppesing thaf in ﬂll. et
system by which Indians are new eligible for the' King’s
Commissions in the Army, no attention is paid to’ the
elaims of those families who have for generations vendered
military service. It is true that the Prince of Waley’
Royal Indian Military College at Dehra Dun, which trains
boys for the Sandhurst entrance examination, is open to
all Indians irrespective of their community ; but, in making
selections for this college, special eonsideration is given
to the claims of sons of Indian officers who have done good
service ; and the song of such officers, after admission to
the college, are eligible for some reduction of fees accord-
ing to the financial pesition of their parents ox guardians.
Actually, the great majority of the students at this eollége
belong to families connected with the Army, and nearly
half are the sons of Indian Officexs. It is gratifying to
me to see in your deputation to-day a nmumber of bolthens
who have served in Ilis Ma,}ealy s forces,

Once again T thank you, gentlemen, for the remewak
of your assurance that the Ahmadiyya community takes
pride in its steadfast loyalty to the British Goverriment,
and I am happy to know fhat-the representative of the
King-Emperor in India may -count on " your - steadfast
assistance and support in meefing, and I frust solving,
many of the difficulty problems by which this: country - i‘s

+ ‘eonfronted, . :



