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perhaps possible, for me to give a positive or assured
answer fo these reflections. In matters of this kind, each
man must search his own heayt 'and answer for himself
whether he does in truth and without reserve desire to
play his part as an apostle of peace, and whether those
associated with him are like-minded., But this I can say.
If it were represented to me by the vespounsible leacers
of the great communities that they thought a museful
purpose might be served by my convening a conference
myself with the object of frankly facing the causes of these
miserable differences, and then in a spirit of determined
good-will considering whether any practical solution or
mitigation of them could be found, I should weleome it
as evidence of a firmn resolve to leave ne way uusearched
that might disclose means of resening India £from her
present unhappy state. And, if these representations
were made by those who oceupy such a position in theit
communities as to permit me to assume that the ¢emmuni-
ties would uccept and abide by any decisions at which
they might arrive on their behalf, then, allving mysulf
with them and such other Jeaders of public ‘thought ag
might be willing to assist, I should gladly and cordially
throw my whole energies into this honourable quest. i
1 have been told that auy such efforts are foredoomed
to failure, and that all we might accomplish would b to'
contribute a few more barren pages to the story of un-
profitable discussions. I do uot underestimate the diffi-
enlties ; I do not minimise the risk of failure. But
diffieulties are meant to be surmounted, and outward
suceess or failure is not the sole or the final test of eonduet
in this sphere. After all, many of the oreatest ventures
in human history have sprung from what the world
deemed failures. At any given time the evil forees of life
may ‘be so strong that the efforts we can make against
them appear unavailing. Yet to allow this thought to
drive us info a posture of fechle acquiespence in sometlligg
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against which our whole moral sense rebels, and into losing
our will for better things, this surely would be deliberately
o turn our back upon everything that makes life worth
living.

There is an epitaph in a small eountry churchyard of
England upon an English country gentleman, whose lot
had been cast in those unhappy days of English history,
when England too was torn by religious strife. It rons
ag follows :-— '

“In the year 1643, when all things sacred were
either demolished or profaned, this Church
was bnilt by Sixr Frameis Shirley, Baronef,
whose smgular praise it is to have done the
best things in the worst times, and to have
hoped them in the most calamitous.”

I doubt whether higher testimony could be paid to
any man, or more eoneise expression given to the forces
by W}m,h this world is moved.

There must sarely have been times during these latter
months when Indian patriots, gazing upon their mother-
Jand, bruised by this internecine and senseless struggle,
must have been hard put to it to maimtaim their Faith in
India’s destiny untaruished, and when many must have
bwen even tempted to hate the very name of religion, which
onght fo be man’s greatest solace and reward. Yet may
it. mof be that the purpose of these trials has been to test
the ealibre of our Taith, and that some day, when the testing
time is past, those, who with trust in their hearts, and hope
in their eyes, have striven unceasingly to spread kindly
feeling among their fellowmen, will reap for India a reward
that will repay tenfold the bitter cost at which it has been
purchased ?

You will forgive me, Gentlemen, for speaking in a
ofrain that may seem to some to accord ill with the hard
facts of life and the common atmosphere of politics. But
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[ believe—and T think India believes—in the power of ¥
spiritual forces to assert themselves over their mutenall_
espression by which they may often be betrayed. And
it is because of this belief that is hers and mine that I
have ventured once more to trace out the only path }J.lt}hﬁ
which India can lead her peoples to take their appmpr:ate'
part in the fulfilment of the ordered purpose for humamty
A DEPUTATION OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATURE HEAD-
ED BY SIR PURSHOTAMDAS THAKURDAS WAITED
UPON THE VICEROY ON THE MORNING O THE
17TH  SEPTEMBER, AT  VICEREGAL LODGE TO
A REPRESENT THE POSITION OF INDIANS IN EASTS
o AFRICA. o

17th Seytem- His Excellency, after hearing the deputation, made the
per 137, following reply i~ i

Gentlomen,—I am very glad to have this opportunity
of meeting such a representative and distinguished deputa-
tion upon a matter of such widespread interest and concern
to the Indian people. The depth of that interest and fee'l'lhg'_.
my Government fully recognise. i

Tt is a subjeet on which, as past events have frequently |
shown, there iy no difference of principle between official
and non-official, and in regard to which we can all work'’
elosely together in the task of safeguarding the honouwr and
well-being of Indian eommmunities which have settled in
other parts of the Empire. I have as you have observed .
particular and personal reasons for attachment to the tradi.
tion of active sympathy towards legitimate Indian aspiras '.
tions in overseas affairs, which I have inherited from my .
predecessors. L first became connected with the affairs of
Indians in Kenya when I was at the Colonial Office, and
when after very long deliberations it fell to me to take :
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| official part in the agreement, with which my name and the

.

name of my friend—Lord Winterton—are associated, and
to which you bave kindly referred to-day. I was subse-
guently a Member of the Cabinet that approved the White
Paper of 1923, and 1 think therefore that I may claim a
cortain messure of familiarity with these questions. I _
would only say that the object whieh throughout all these
Fecent years I, in conjunction with my then colleagues,
have consistently sought to pursue has been the promotion

- wof the true interests of Imperial solidarity, aed that you may

rély on e always to give the best service that T can te
the maintenance of friendly relations between India and
the other parts of the British Commonwealth, of which she

38 .an integral part.

You have referred in your address to foelings of appre-
fension that have been aroused by the decision of Ilis
Majesty’s Gtovernment to appoint a Commission to investi-
gate and report on certain aspects of future policy in re-
gard to Hastern Africa. You have also stated that your
misgivings have been intensified by a speech delivered by
Sir Edward Grigg, in which he is reported to have stated
that His Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies had
accepted the recommendations of the Feetham Commis-
wion on Loeal Government in Kenya, and in which he fore-
shadowed a change in the constitution of the Liegislature,
giving an elected majority.

I will deal first with the Commission which His
Majesty’s Government have decided to appoint to enquire
and report on the future administration of the Rast African
territories. It is not necessary for me, T think, to traverse
fully the ground which was ably eovered on ly the other
day by Sir Md. Habibullah in debate. As you will have
observed from the terms of reference, the Commission is
to investigate and weport, among other matters, oo the
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possibility of assoelating more closely in the responsibili-
ties and trusteeship of Government the immigrant com-
munifies domieiled in the country. This appears to be the
only important respect in which the poliey enunmciated in
the Command Paper of July 1927 differs from the White
Paper entitled ¢ Indians in Kenya ', which was issned
in 1923, The Command Paper of July 1927, from which
I have quoted, specifically refers to the elaim of the ims
migrant communities to share in the responsibililies amil
trusteeship of Government. Tt seems a legitimate infer-
ence from thig wording that the claimg of Indians, who
eonstitute an important section of these communities; to
such association: will be investigated by the Commission.

You have also urged that the change of policy em-
bodied in this White Paper appears radically: to challenge
the declaration made in the White Paper entitled ** Indians
in Kenya ', issued in 1923, that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment regarded the graut of responsible seli-Government
in Kenya as out of the question within any period of time
that needed then to he taken into consideration. The ve-
eent White Paper does not appear to me to contemplate
such a step, st least in the near future, and T observe that
the Secretary of State for the Colonies speaking in the
House of Commons on July 19th expressly said that the
question of responsible self-Glovernment was not implied in
this White Paper any more than it was implied in the
‘White Paper of 1923,

It will be perhaps convenient if, hefore I pass on to .
the reported anvouncement of His Excellency Sir Bdward
Grigg, I deal with the three constrietive sugeestions which
you have made in regard to the Commission,

Your first snggestion is for adequate 1'eprf*senfat10n on
the Commission. As soon as the CGovernment of India
were informed of the intentions of His Magjesty’s Govarn-
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ment to appoint the Commission, representations were
made for the inclusion in it of some one conversant with
Indian conditions. In the same speeeh to which [ have
alluded the Secretary of State for the Colonies announced
that the Secrctary of State for India would be asked to
nominate one member of the Commission. On the 18th
August, in the course of the debate on the adjournment
motion moved in the Legislative Assembly by Mr, K, C,
Roy, the unofficial members strongly expressed the view
that there should be adequate representation of Indians.
on the Commission, and Siv Muhammad Habibullah pro-
mised fo forward a summary of the proceedings to His
Majesty's Seeretary of State. This has been done. The
Government of India fully appreciate the general view
" of the people of this conntry that Indian interests should be-
represented by Indians, and do their best to give effeet to
it. At the same time, of course, the decision on the ques-
tion of composition of the Commission must rest with His.
Majesty s Government, who are in the best position to
consider the various factors by which their choice of the
personnel must he determined, and who are not unmindful
of the vital Indian interests involved.

Your second sugeestion that & small deputation should
be sent by my Government to Kast Africa, in order to-
assist the Imdians there in the preparation of their case,
has already been engaging the atiention of my Govern-
ment.

Your third suggestion, that, before is Majesty’s Gov-
ernment eome to any deeision on the report of the Com-
mission, the Government of India should be allowed to make
representations on poinis affecting India through a Com-
mittee appointed by them, had not so far been considered
by us. My Government were primarily cceupied with the
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question of steps which, in their opinion, were immediately

necessary to safeguard Indian interests, and it is possible

that it might be wiser as regards this particular proposad .

to await the Cominission’s fimdings before deciding upon
any subsequent action whieh it might then be wise to take.
1 ean assure yon however that what your have said on this

point will reeeive careful @nd sympathetie consideration,
fi5i)

Let me now refer briefly to the speechk which His

Excellency the CGovermor of Kenya is reported to have
made reeently on his return to the Colony. As you ob-
serve, the position regurding both the points alleged 'to
have been touched om in the report, wviz., the decision of

s Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies on the

Feetham Report, and the possibility of the introduction of
an elective majovity in the Legistative Couneil of the
Colony, is obseure. ' As soon as we saw Rater’s stummary
of the speeeh, we telegraphed for the official text of the
speech, and for a summary of the recommendations of the
Feetham Commissiont to be eabled to us, but we have nol
yet received a reply to our telegram. You will, therefore,
understand that it is wot possible for me to say at thig
stage what action, if any, my Government may feel it

appropriate to take. You may, however, rest fully satis-

fied that my CGovernment and T ave under DO mxsapprehen—-
sion as to the importance to the Indian comnrunity i

Kenya both of adequate representation on loeal bodies and’

of the character and composition of the majority in the
Colonial Legislative Council ; and that, if and as eireum-

stances require it, we shall do everything in our power to

sceure adequate protection for legitiniate Imdian interests.

I think I have dealt, so far as T am able, with all the

points which the deputation has inclnded in their states

foent. Before I conclude there is one observation of &
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‘more general character which it is pevhaps worth while to

“make.

| E
I eannot help feeling: that it is hardly im the nature

oof things that these questions in East Africa should be
unaffected by the recent developments in the relations of
India with South Africa, due to the work done by our
\deputation there under the able leadership of Sir Md.
Aabibullah, the impression created by the personality,
eharacter and labonrs of Mr. Sastri, and last but by no
means least the untiring efforts of My, Andrews, whose
inclusion in your number on this oceasion T syarmly wel-
come, The spirit of South Africa will not, I most earnesily
trust, be without its influence outside and beyond the:
territories of the' Union, And' therefore, though we ave:
rightly anxious about any changes that may adversely
affect the position of Indians overseas, it is surely also
vight that we should remember that the atmosphere in which:
‘these problems fall to be considered to-day ig different to;
and 1 think more favourable than, that which perhaps pre-
wmled even a fow years ago. Kor my own part, I see
no reason to doubt that with patience and good will on
both sides we shall sueceed in bringing to gradual solution:
these questions, on which so much depends, not only for
India and Great Britain, or even the British Emgpire, hut:
for all humanity.

I think that is all that T can usefully say at this junc-
ture beyond repeating that it has given me great pleasure
to have received you, and I sincerely hope that, if assurance.
is needed, what I have said will leave you in no doubt.
that the subject which has brought you here to-day is one
ov, which the Government of India feel not less deeply
chan yourselves, and that they ave both anxious and deter.
mined {o leave nothing undone which it is in their power

LePSV a8
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to do to uphold the status and honeur of the Indian conw-
munities in the territorvies comprebensively deseribed as
lastern Afriea. i

OPENING OF THE FEROZEPORE HEADWORKS.

His Excelleney the Vieeray delivered the follewing speecl
at the opening of the Fevozepore Headworks of the  Sutlej
Valley Projeet, on the 25th ©October :—

Your FEzcellencies and Gewtlemen.—It was a great
disappointment to me that I was unable to dccept Flis
Bxcelleney Sir Maleobn Hailey's. invitation last year to.
perform the opening ceremony of the headworks at
Suleimanke. The wonders of Indian irrigation—espeecially”
perhaps Punjab ircigation—are so deservedly famous
throughout the world that I was keenly looking forward
Both to seeing one of yeur latest enginepring triumphs.
and to identitying myself with anether great step in the
development of this Provinee, Simee then 1 have had the
opportunity of visiting Suleimanke amd many other great
irrigation works in British India awmd i Indian States,
and the more that I have seen the more have I come to
appreciate the incstimable value of the work, whick
Irrigation Officers in various parts of India have performed
in the past and are performing every day. It is therefore
with the keenest pleasure that I find myself here to-day
to open the second comipleted headworks of the Suflej
Valley projeet. In the next three days I hope to perform:
two other functioms connected with the Tnauguration of
this scheme, and I think myself fortunate to be able thus
to gain so fall a picture of the main outlines of this grc-at

Bystem,

The history of the growth of perennial canal irrigation
in Indiais indecd an enthralling story.  We have travelled
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far from the old indigenous systems, from Feroz Shah’s
! A4th eentury canal which Jed water to bis hunting box im
Hissar, from the old Jumma system which ineluded a
branch to give water to the Imperial gacdens and palace
fountains at Delhi. The Khanwah of the Upper Sutlej
Canals hag itself a lomg history. It is recorded that it
was improved by Mirzm Ihan, a minister of the fmperor
- {Akbar, and again was retrieved from nvg,lecl. in the time
. of Maharajda Ranjit Singh. R

From origing such as these the great development of
perernial irrigation in India has had its rise. Since the
eonstruction of the great classic irrigation works—the
Ganges Canal, the Upper Bari Doab Canal, and the
Godaveri Delta system-—there has been no pause in the
a_cfi;vity of extension or in the improvements in methods
of design and construetion. Much of the eredit is due
to the wise policy of Government in the past ; but even
more is owed to the devotion and the skill of a succession
et engineers, to the adviee of generations of revenue
officers, and to the co-operation of Indians in the execution
and development of the great projeets. It has been the
history of a great partnership for a moble and wholly
beneficent purpose, and I would like to take this eppor-
tunity of paying my tribute, Sir Malcolm, to your officers
of the Punjab Trrigation Deparfment, on whose skill and
devoted services the present material prosperity of the
Province has been so largely based. At this moment

. particularly I am thinking of the debt we owe to you,
Mr. Hadow, to your predecessor Mr. Foy, fo Mr. Ives, to
Mr. Burkitt and all those others to whom you have just
made teference in your speech, Mo Mr. H. W. Nicholson
too we are indsbted for many years of valuable work and
I am very glad to be able to congratulate him on reeeiving
the decoration of Companion of the Indian Empire which
the King has to-day been pleased to confer upon hin.
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Thore are three other names which T wish to associate
myself with Mr. Hadow in bringing to your notice ' foe
the excellent work they have done :—Lala Daya Krishna
Khanna, Lala Amar Nath and Lala Jai Gopal Chopra. T
gives me great pleasure to be able to anuounce that i
veeogmition of their services the title of ** Rai Sahib ' has
to-day been conferred on these three gentlemen. !

The full fruits of irrigation could not, however, have
been gathered without the wholehearted participation of the:
land-owners and cultivators ; and to the sturdy peasaniry
belongs no small part of the eredit for the success whicle
the great irrigation schemes in the Punjab have achieved.
They have cleared and levelled lands ; they have dug,

- water-courses ; they have brought barren aeres under t}i(_:-,
plough. They bave helped both in the construction and
maintenanee of channels ; they distribute the water
among themselves after it issues from the village outlets,
They have been quick to introduce and adopt ‘improved
classes of erops, and to help in seed selection and distribu-
tiun. Tt has been a great association of officials and nom-
officials, of British and Inaians, in & work in which all’
alike can take just pride.

To-day perennial ¢anals in India irvigate every year
nearly 30 million acres—an area some three times the gize
of Denmark—and the total length of the channels and
distributaries which bring the life-giving waters to these
lands would more than girdle the earth twice over. To
this achievement the Punjab has made a wonderful con-
tribution. More than a third of the irrigated avea lies.
within the bounds of this Provinee, and, in addition to
possessing some of the Iargest and most interesting works:
from the technical point of view, it is to the Punjab that .
the credit belongs of some of the most striking features
in canal development. A
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+ It is now my pleasani duty, Gentlemen, to, inaugurate
the opening of the works we see before us. Mr. Madow
has said that they aspive to no architeefural beauty. L
am not so suve. In man’s handiwork, as in nature, beauty
and strength- are often ome. The clean vigour and classie
gutline of a structure such as tlis lend a grandeur to the
river whieh it could mot boast hefore, and ave an omem
that this work will endure for many yéars to spread its
b{‘ncﬁcont inflienee over the face of the country it com-
m(ls Let us rejoice fo see the vagrant waters of the
m‘mr‘n’r Satadru—the ‘“ rviver of & thousand streams ''—
im ced into a well-beliaved and orderly eourse, to see them
- sent stealing into the heart of the immemorial desert,
h]"i;:gin;r fresh vouth to withered soil and fresh hope to
Tearts which had never dreautt of streams of water such
o5 these,

) ; OPENING OF THE GANG CANAL, BIKANER.

In opening the Gang Canal at Bikaner on the 2&1] Octlober 26th October
:H‘I;! Excellency the Vieeroy said :— 1921,

Yowr Highness, Your Excelloncies, Your Highnesses,
Ladies and Gentlemen~—I1 owe Your Highness a deht of
gratitude for having invited me to perform this historie
ee_;-*emony to-day, and I must further thank you, on Lady
Irwin’s behalf and on my own, for the very eordial manner
in w}nch you have just weleomed os to your State. I know
tha,t I speak for every member of this great gathering here
to-day when I say that we are deeply gratetul for all the
tr@ublu. you have taken to enable so large a company to at-
tend this memorable occasion. ~Your Highness has, T have
no doubt, long dreamt of this day, and of all that it means

~ to thousands of your subjects. And so to us it is a real
happiness to be able through your kindness to share fix
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those glad feelings, which come when hope wins fulfilment,
and achievement comes at last to erown the long period
of effort and anxiety. T am indeed glad to think that
this canal, which is destined to bring such inestimable
benefits to Bikaner, should bear Your Highness’ name
and thus be a memorial, for generations yet to eome, of
a ruler to whose foresight, enthusiasm, and devotion to
the progress of his State, they will surely owe so much.

Yesterday I had the good fortune to perform  the
opening ceremony of the headworks at Ferozepore to which
this eanal traces its source. We now stand 85 miles, as
the water flows, from that spot, and find the streamy of
the Sutlej gnided safely by an infinity of skill and labour
to the horders of Bikaner. As Your Highness has just
pointed out, special efforts have been made that none
gshould be lost by the way, and 1 trust that the extensive
concrete luing, which constitutes a unique feature of this
canal, may be found completely to serve its purpose, and
assure you a steady and adequate flow of water even at
this great distance from the head of the supply. '

The ecanal starts upon its mission of serviee under
ihe happiest aunspices. Thanks to Your Highness®
foresight the land about to be irrigated has, as you have
just pointed out, already been sold to cultivators, who
are therefore in a position to take advantage of the water
as soon as it is delivered to them, and T was interested to -
hear Your Hichness refer to the favourable conditions
of tenure on which settlers are to hold their land. T
listemed with mueh pleasure to the appreciative terms in
which Your Highness referred to Mr. Rudkin’s services
in this ecomneetion, and I venture to foreeast that ere long
many of the unpmduetw& distriets of your State wﬂl
have become a prosperous colony, -
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By Your Highness’ enterprise again the building of
the eanal loop of the State Railway, in anticipation of
the completion of the canal itself, should give cultivators
the, opportunity of finding an easy market for their
produce without delay.

The construction of the canal itself has been greatly
facilitated by Your Highness? cordial support and by
the aetive assistance rendered by yvour State officials. 1t
igiwith especial pleasure that 1 heard youn speak of the
close  co-operation between the State Railway and the
Punjab irrigation staff, without which the difficulties of
the work must have been much more formidable. It was
indeed a greal feat that all the materials for the concrete
lining of the canal should have bheen transported without
a hiteh by Your Highness” railway, and T appreciate how
much eredit is due fo your Manager, Mr. Fearfield, and
the officers who have been working under him, Your
Highness has mentioned others to whom we are indebted
for the successful completion of this work. I wish to
endorse every word of commendation which you have
uttered, and will only add that your best assurance for
the permanent suceess of this canal is that it should have
becn designed and construeted by the Punjab Irrigation
Department.

But it is as inalienable as it is an invaluable gnality
of hmman nature to reach constantly forward, and there-
fare I fully sympathise with Your Highness’ anxiety that
the shakra dam scheme should in due eourse be carried
into effect. Whether the exhaustive enquiry which the
Punjab Government are now. making into the various
matters conneeted with this projeet will prove it to be
practicable or not I cannot at present say, but I shall
await the result of the enquiry with deep interest.
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And now, Your Highness, T think that all tlus c0m~
pany must be sharing my cagerness to see the water aﬁn
last rushing threugh these gates we see in front of wus,.
and I must not detain you much longer. As I erosseti_
the Sutlej 15 days ago, nearly 300 miles above this pomt.,
on my way from Simla to Kulu, and watched its waters =
flowing freely and turbulently from the hills of far Tibet,, _'
T thought fo myself how litthe they knew of the irom
bonds of diseiplime to which human skill would shortIyJ
subjeet them. 1 also felt some solace in the thought that
some part at any rate of the rain, which makes life at
times so monotonous in our summer wapital, would hence-
forth find its way to the waiting plains of Bikaner &ndn,
be weleomed by people whe really appreciate it. il

Researches, T believe, have shown that centuries ago.
a river flowed throuch Bikaner, and that much of what:
is now a parched and thirsty waste was onee & green land
of gardens. Long ago it disappeared, and with it went®
the population of this country in a great emigration tou
the Indus Valley. Tt is u strange and happy reversal of: !
fortune that that lost river of the desert is now being &
restored to its ancient site, and that onee again man willl:

be able to live in comfort and plenty on its plains. £l

Your Highness, in now declaring the Gang ("ﬂnlnl i
open, T offer yon vur most heartfelt congratulations on the i
consummation of this great achievement, and our fervent
hopes that it may long endure to bring prosperity to the
State of whose fortunes you have been so wise and capable
a gnide. :

BANQUET AT BIKANIR,

26th October In replying to the toast given by His Highness the
1027. Maharaja of Bikanir at the Banquet held at Bikanir on the
26th October,» His Exeeliency the Vieeroy said :— 1

Your Ezcellenvies, Your Highnesses, Ladies and
Gentlemen~On behalf of Lady Irwin, and on my own

aring ol e L OIS LN sl e a



iy

- Bpeeches by Lord Trwin, 301

Banquet at Bikaner.

behalf, I wish to thank you most sincerely for the generous
response|you have made to the toast which Iis Highness
the Maharaja has just proposed in sueh eracious and
kmdlv ferms.  Iis Highness and I have agreed to bind
uumclvcs by a Seif-denying Ordinance this evening, that
our speeches should be brief, and in consequence 1 shall
'not ‘detain you unduly< but there ave ome or two points

_bn.h 1 should like to mention before this epoch-making
day draws to a close.

/I think I may confidently assert that we are all at
one ‘in our. gratitude to His Highness the Maharaja for
his unbounded hospitality, and in our admiration for the
magnificent organisation by which he bas been able to
enfertain sueh allarge nmber of guests;, on so lavish a
seale at a considerable distance from the eapital of Bikaner
State ; from my personal knowledge of his character [
havelno doubt whatever that it is largely if nof entirely
due to his own active interest and keen supervision that

& weleeme fully in accordance with the princely fraditions
of Bikancr has been prepared for us here to-day. His
Tighness’ hospifality is proverbial ; so also are his
fidelity ‘and devotion to his old friends ; and T am gratified
to learn that among those present to-night there are several
old Bikaneris and friends. of His Highness who have
travelled all the way from Europe especially in order fo
be here on this occasion. This is indeed striking testimony
to those persomal qualities of which all who are fortunate
enough to eome into contact with our distinguished host
eannot fail to be conseious. Tis Highness has expressed
a feeling of disappointment that Lady Irwin and I have
not had the time to visit the eapital of Dikaner on our
present tour. I can only say that our disappointment is
at least as great as his, and that e retain sojmany pleasant
memories of our weleome there last January that we
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sincerely hope Yo be able to repeat the experience on some
future pecasion., ;

I cannot truthiully say that T wag as unfavourably
impuressed as EHis IHighness appears to hawve been by the
reluctance of a eertain section of his feathered subjects
to come forward at the time and pay their respeets to
the Vieeroy. 1 fear indeed that if non-co-operation there
was, it is at the Vieeroy’s door that the principal blame
| must;' lie. i

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, I will now
ask you to rise with me and drink the toast of long life, .
health and prosperity to our friend and host, IHis IHighness
the Maharaja of Bikaner.

OPENING OF THE ISLAM HEADWORKS AT
BAHAWALPUR.

His Excellency the Viceroy opened the Islam Headworks
at Bahawalpur on the 28th October with the following speech :—

Your Highness, Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentle-)
men.—Just a year ago, when we had the pleasure of "
enjoying Your Highness’ hospitality, T had occasion to
express my gratification at seeing something of your State
at such an interesting stage in its history, when the ex-
tension of the great Sutlej valley project was about to
bring so vast a change over the face of Bahawalpur. 1%
is a source of much satisfaction to me to be able to-day
to identify myself with an important step towards the
completion of that great and beneficent scheme. Lady
Irwin and I deeply appreciate the warm and sincere
welcome!l which Your Iighness has extended to us both
on the present ocecasion also, and I speak for her ag well
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as for myself when I thank Your Highness most cordially
for your thoughtful and generous hospitality.

1 have during the last few days performed two similar
geremonies higher up on this system and have been there-
fore able to gain an idea of the immensity of the project.
I do not think I need enlarge on the benefits which will

. mcerue to Your Highness' State by the penetration of the
waters of the Desert Branch into its waste places, and by
the improvements which will be made possible in the
existing eultivation by the assured supply from above
the Islam weir. To Bahawalpur’s lot has fallen a large
ghare of the irrigation from the Sutlej valley projeet,
and T must again congratulate Your Iighness on the wise
decision to participate in a scheme which is destined to
bring widespread prosperity to your subjects and increased
importance to your State.

I am glad to learn that sales of colony lands are
progressing  satisfactovily, and that the average prices
reilised show an improvement on those obtained last year,
Yorn'{ Ilighness, I am sure, will recognise the fact that,
however good the land may be and however perfest the
arrangements for irrigation, success can be achieved only
by | mspiring confidence in those areas from which you
draw yvour colonists, ‘and that every effort should accord-
ingly be made to maintain such a standard of impartial
and efficient administration, as may induce eapitalists
readily fo invest large sums of money in the State. Your
Highness’ scheme of peasant grants on special concession
rates to eultivating zamindars, who will reside in their
holdings and till them in person, has my unqualified
approval, T understand that np to date no less than
sixteen Iakhs of rupees have been deposited, and that these
eivil ‘zrantees will be further sapplemented by a large
number of serving or retired men of the Indian Army.
This scheme provides a vivile population for the desert
areas, which will, as I hope and believe, form the hackbone

of the new colony.
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I know that owing to a variety of contributory causes
the original estimate of the cost of this project hag proved
1o be misleading, and that Your Highness’ Government
has in consequence been called upon to meet a very con-

siderable inerease in expenditure. I recognise, and fully

sympathise with Your [ighness in, the disappointment

this wide variation from the earlier ealeulations must
have caused you, but I feel no doubt that, with sueh a
prize in view, the State will surmonnt all difficulties im
their efforts to win it, and I ean assure Your Highness
that you can always count on my friendly sympathy and
advice in this matter, iild

I feel confident, Your Highness, that this eanal has
a great future opening out before it, and that one of your

greatest interests will always be to see that it is| maintained
at a high level of efficiency. We are constantly reminded

how wayward and fitful a maid is Nature. Trained and
assisfed by the intelligence of man she can be mdueed
to yield her gifts in rich profusion, Unguided and
uncontrolled she too readily relapses into license or
sterility. Your Highuess will not be slow to draw the
moral of my parable. Without constant eave and super-
visiont this canal, like all man-made sehemes, ean with
diffieulty withstand the ravages of time and the assaults
of lfickle Nature. Tt will be to the lasting honour of Your

Highness and Your Highness’ officials to make quite

eertain that the future organisation of your -canals is
worthy of the great Punjab canal system of which it is a
part. It is obvious that without a properly trained
engineering and revenue staff the full benefits!of irvigation
ean never be obtained, and I am glad therefore to know
that the Punjab Government is eo-operating with Your
Highness’ Government in training your own State staff
during the period of three years in whieh the Punjab
Jovernment will maintain the channels before making
them over to Your Highness’ charge. But this by itself
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Lo willlnot be enough ; T am told that the State will require
f1 altogether a staff of about 50 engineers, apart from the
revenue staff, to maintain the canals at their proper level
of efficiency. It is therefore satisfactory to know that
others have been sent to Colleges for training, and they

4. donbtless will in due course become efficient and valuable
o wofficers. At firsy however they will necessarily  lack
‘practical experience, but I feel no doubt that Your
wv Highness” Government appreciate the importance of this
aspect| of. the case and will not fail to take adequate
measures to deal with it.

s It is fitting here to mention the names of three
. gentlemen to whom a meed of praise is due for their
. unremitting exertions in the furtherance of the work which
. L .am to-day inaugurating. The first is the Agent to the
.. Goyernor-General for  the Punjab - States, Lieutenant-
Colonel 8t. John, to whose foresight and experience
Bahawalpur' is so deeply indebted. The second is
- Mr. Barron, whose expert knowledge of /the inception and
.+ Administration of colonies in the Punjab has been of
_incaleulable advantage to the State ; and the third is
Mr. Fitzpatrick, whose knowledge and experience will, I
..am glad to think, still be at the service of the Durbar in
‘his new position.. _
It is time now, Your Highness, that T should formally
 declare|these headworks epen. I speal for all the company
present here to-day when T say that we most  earnestly
§o 0 trust that they may fulfil the high hopes we build upon
them. T know that Sir Malcolm Hailey is with me in
assuring to Your Highness all the assistance that the
Government of India and the Punjab Government can lend
vou in furthering the prosperity of this great scheme,
and one and all we wish long life and a smooth course to
this canal, which is destined to ensuve lasting benefit to
Your Highness’ administration and to your people.

—— e

»
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ADDRESS FPROM THE KARACHI MUNICIPALITY.

His Txeelleney the Viceroy replied to the Address of
Welcome  from the Karachi Muunicipality in  the following
terms :—

Gentlemen.—TXiet me fist, on my own behalf and on
behalf of Lady Trwin, thank you cordially for your
friendly welecome and good wishes. It has indeed been:
a great pleasure tous to visit this busy centre of commereial
life andl to see something for ourselves of the great mari-
time port of which we have always heard so mueh.

Tt is an added interest that I should be visiting
Karachi at a time when, as you say, the Province of Sind,
on whose prosperity your fortunes ure S0 largely based,
is in such an interesting stage in its agricultural develop-
ment. During the last week or two I have bad the
epportunity of seeing a good deal of the great Indus
Valley and Sutlej Valley Projeets and of gauging the
importance of these two schemes, and it is theretore very
interesting to stand, as it were, at the mouth of those great
granaries and see something of the organisation of the
¢ity which connects them with the outside world., With
vou I hope and believe that the Royal Commission on
Agrieulture will be the means of bringing great prosperity
to agriculturists mot ouly in Sind but in all parts of
India, for, on the progress of the agricnltural community,
the |progress of India most surely depends.

1 am glad that you have brought to my notice certain
difficulties which you feel im the administration of your
Mumicipality. One /of these is the question of octroi and
terminal faxation by local bodies. This matter is now .
engaging the attemtion of my Government, and it is not
possible for me to anticipate the final deeision that will
be arrived at. But I can assure you that no decision
will be taken without a eareful econsideration of “alk
snterests involved. The Government of Tudia arfe
primarily concerned with seeing that such faxes do not
eneroach upon the sphere of Imperial taxation, and that
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they do|not restriet or hamper through trade, on which
the prosperity of a growing port like yours must greatly
depend.  Subject to these safeguards, and to the removal
ofthe defeets to whieh you refer—-defeets which may lead
- to unnecessary hardship or unfair ineidence of the burden
* of taxation on the consumer-—it is not the! intention of
sy Government to take any action which may deprive
_municipalitics, which at present dervive a considerable
dneome from these sources, of any substantial part of that

L. ineome.

In the second place you have rvepresented that the
(Statutes controlling the work of Public Utility Companies
should be amended. This seems to he a matter on which
‘yeu might propetly approach the Government of Bombay
_with a reasoned statement of your case. At the same
'~ lime, you no doubt appreeiate that, unless fairly favonrutle
terms are granted to sueh companies, they would not be
induced fo risk their eapital, nor would the public come
Hdorward 1o invest their money in such undertakings iff
. the Statutes are to be amended as soon as the undertakings
) h(zgin to pay.

You have also raised the question of amending the
Indian Trust Aet so a4 to include the bonds issued by your
Municipality in the list of bonds in which Trustees of
‘private trusts are authorised to invest money.  This
matter will receive the carefnl consideration of my
~ Government, when it comes before them officially, but I
,' must point out that it raises s wide issue on which the
Local Governments will have to be eonsulted,

I fully realise and appreeiate your pride in the
splendid . Indus civilisation which the labours of the
Archevlogieal Department of the Government of Tndia
_have brought to licht. Tt is perhaps only natural that
you should desire to possess at Karachi as large a share
as poseible of the relies of “thig mwh»almn which
is 'now known to have extended “over the Puujab and
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Baluchistan as well as over Sind, and to have been closely, i
connected with other great civilisations of Asia. But I .
ani sure you will agree with me when I say that in the
disposal of such important relics the requirements of @
science, nolless than the demands of popular sentiment, .
are a factor that must be taken into acecount. Thus, in %"
the interests of 'the excavations themselves, whieh I am,,
told| arve likely to go on at Mohen-jo-Daro for many s
decades yet, it is indispensable that a certain proportion; bin
of these antiquities should be preserved for the time
being |af the site where they were found. And it is
equally desirable, and T do not think you will disagree
with me in this f,1thm' that some of them at least should |
be placed in the National Museum at Delhi, where it is =
proposed to bring together many representative collections _
of such pre-historic antiquities, and where| they ean be
compared and studied to the best advantage. The =
Government of India, however, are just as anxious to
foster the growth of local as of Central Museums, whieh =
they regard not as rivals, but as the natural complements
of such pre-historic antiquities, and, where they can be "
subject to the reservations 1 have made, we shail endeavour
to meet in the most liberal spirit the wishes of the Bombny:""
Government. In expressing those wishes T am sure they
will attach due weight {to your claims as well as t]mse." i
of the Prince of Wales’ Museum at Bombay. '

I note what you say in your address concerning the
Statutory Commission, whose duty it will be to make a .
report to the British Parliament concerning the various
matters connected with the working of the Reforms.

You will have seen the announcement, which it was
my duty to make a few days ago, of the decisions of His
Majesty’s Government on this subjeet. I recogmise that
the econstitution of | 'rhr‘ Commission which is to conduet
the initial enquiry on behalf of T’arlmment does not fulfil
the hope which you record in vour address. But it is at
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the same time my belief that the subsequent proculme'
proposed by His Majesty’s Government, through wlm,ll
representatives of the Central Indian Legislature will be
invited to confer with|the Joint Committee of FParliament
on whatever proposals His Majesty s Govérnment may
then put forward, provides an even more effective rmeans
“of contact and joint deliberation on these|great issugs
between the eonst.lmtmnal mpre&,ntutncb of Great Britain

yith a.nd of Indm.

1 know, gentlemen, what a deep and practical interest
wou take in the great city whose affairs are entrusted tn
 your hands, and I must congratulate yon on the efforts
you have made, under a succession of capable Presidents,
to improve the health and)amenities of this Municipality.
I know how much of the <edit for this progress is due
%o the energy and interest displayed by your preseint
President, Mr. Jamshed /Mebta. The phenomenal growth,
of pnpalah{m in the last ten years has made it difficult
For you fo keep pace with its inereasing needy, and I am
glad /to know that you are earnestly studying the guestion
of housing, espeeially of the poorer classes of the people,
I regard this as perhaps the most pressing pmblcm of
your city, and I am fold that its solution lies in o
operation between the local authorities and landlords. 5 §
grust and believe that all the parties concerned will in a
| spirit of common endeavour eombine to carry through
these most necessary and ‘benefieial \,u-'hv‘mm They can,
1 know, always count on the good-will of | your Commis-
sioner, Mr. Hudson, at whose hands any proposals making
for the sreater good of Smd or any part of it can always
be sure of ready sympathy land support. I need hardly,
I think, admonish a body of businessmen on the danger
of emhbarrassing the finaneial position of their eity, and
T hope that all the schemes you have now in mind may be
found to be within the bounds of your TLSOUrCes.
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I thank you once more, gentlemen, for weleoming us
so warmly. T am always glad to meet bodies such as youis
and to have the opportunity of thanking them for the
work {hay gratuitously perfortn for the benefit of | their
fellow-townsmen. I wish you all sucdess in your Iahours
and all prosperity to the city in your chalgc. !

ADDRESS FROM THE INDIAN MBRCHANTS A%O(‘IA--'
fTON  AND THE BUYERS' AND SHIPPERY
CHAMBER, KARACHI. '

- In replying to the Address of Weleome from the Tndian
Merehante Associntion and the Buydis! and Shippers’ Clmmlm' :
Kavachi, His Excellency the Viceroy said 1

Glentlemen~1 thank you ¢ordially for the welcoliﬁc
which you have given to Lady Irwin and myself. It is
a great pleasure to ma to meet the members(of two bodies
which between them represent the Indian trade and
comneree of such an important town as Karachi.

The wrowth of Karachi is, as you have said.| the
natural outcome of her favourable geopraphbical position
and she has now added to, her importance by becoming
an zerial port.  When Lord Chelmstord visited your city '
in [1917, Drigh Road was only a wayside station with, a
small village adjoining it, . It has now developed inlo a
large Air Force Deptt and Aerodrome, and therd seems
to be lLittle question that Kardchi is destined o become
the Gateway of the Air voad from Europe to India, - It
is not impossible that the neoxt fow years will gee the
inapeuration of regular commercial gir services imtivévn
Europe and Tndia and the Far Hast, and of infernal
services in India, rvesulting. in th&lspnuding up of eom-
munications and the further development of  trade.
Karachi, in view of her geographieal position at the centre
of some of the probable main world routes, is bound to
play an important part iu these developinents: |
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I am glad that your address sounds a note of optimism

oregarding the future of your trade, though the lfigures
¢ oyou have quoted show a eertain falling off from the high
Migures of a few years ago. 1 trust that you have not
suffered too heavily from the floods of the recent rainy

season, Which left such bavoe in their wake. I should
liko to take this opportunity of expressing my unstinted
admiration’ of the way in which people and officials of

. Sind have risen to the occasion in dealing with the
situation. !

One passage in your address sugoested that in the
past/the Government of India have scarcely shown Karvacki
the 'sympathy and sapport which her undoubted achieve-
ments deserve, and that they unduly minimise the urgency

of Jeertain needs whieh'lvou feel to-day. You will, T have

no donbt, desire that I shonld explain the attitude of the
Covernment of India upon these matters. You will not

" belunaware of the large sums which the Government have

in the past spent in providing the rail connection between

“Karachi and the Punjab, without which none of the

developments in the Port and town wonld have been

“possible. Nor have the Government of Iudia, I think,

ever spared either skill or money in improving the capacity
of the main line of railway. The evidence of this eontinued

" attention to the needs of Karachi may be found in the
" Pact that for some years past there has been no restriction

“on the free flow of traffie’ fo and from the Port to +he

fall extent of all demands, Not only is the capacity of

Ythe main line of railway well in advanee of the demands
. Likely to be made of 1t in the near future, but I understand

that there has/ recently been a great improvement in the
speed and the safety with which traffic to and from the

" Port has béen {ransported. '

You have mentioned various new Railway works
which you consider to be of urgent importance to Karachi,

’
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The lmtory of fwo at thew—-the. connections  between
Karachi and Bombay and Keu dehl and {.‘awnpom#w
that of many ether projects in India ; they were mmﬁ \
gated before the War and then deferred when War broke i i
out. Later they have had to give way to projects whnw .r‘.'"ri'ﬁ
financial success was more assured. .As you know, ﬂ!. L
Railway Board decided a year or two ago that the project i
for the conmection of Karachi with Bombay should be 'ges
examined, and the results of the investigation made last’ -_-“1?-
cold weather are still under serutiny.  Though the Board “i" '
are not yet satisfied that the expected! fraffic will give an'!!
adequate return on the large capital vequired, they have 08
tentatively entered the pm;ut in thur prutrlumme fop! ol
1929-30. : e P

dpd

The second Railway work mentioned in your addresse~. g
The Karach 1(a\mpn1L broad gauge chlIlll}(‘tl(lI‘l———:lp]_)(.{W P
" to have less in favour of it. It has heen very caref ully
investigated, and the magnitude of the estimates  for ;
construetion make it doubtful whether adequate advantage. .
will be gained by substituting a broad gauge for the metrs -
gauge which exists already. The project is however oneg . {-
which 15 brought up for review from time to time i
avcordance with the Railway Board’s poliey of pellorhcdlly
résexamining all such proposals, and you may be cermm
that it will nob, be lost sight of. L

You have, in the third plave, referred o the foeder o
lines in  Sind, These would be undtmh.,vdly of greabil 1o
benefit! to Karachi, and I understand that negotiations’ 1o
with the Bombay Government on the subjeet of a guarantee’ «
are apprmchmg a satisfactory conelusion. The Norths 4 _
Western Railway will commence work! as soon as the matter: !

- 18 domded

The question of fho rf-prof'('ntﬂtlon of your bodies ‘on
the Central and Provineial Legislatures, to whish jou'’
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bhave referrved, is of courge of very immediate interest to
you, and I can assure you that I fully realise the imports
ance of giving due weight to the opinions of the great]
mercantile community in this and other parts of India.
1 do not think 1 can say more than this at the present
 time when the Statutory Commission is|within measurable
time of beginning its enquiry.

You have invited my attention to a Resolution in
the Counecil of State in January 1922 recommending that
steps should 'be; taken to. inercase the number of Indians
in the higher grades in the service of the Port Trusts,
and youn express disappointment at the slow progress that
has! since been made. As you are aware, the Board of
Trustées hag statutory power to appoint its own officers,

~And, in the debate in the Council of State to which you

refer, it was recogmnised that the most practical step that
the Government could take towards the Indianisation of
the Port Trust services would be to inerease the number
of Tndians on the Board of Trustees. The Karachi Port .
Trust’ Act was accordingly amended in 1924, so as to
‘inersase the number of Indian  Members of the Board
from two to five. I have no doubt that the Board as now
constituted is exercising its powers of appointment with
due regard to the claims of qualified Indians.

1 am in sympathy with the natural desire of Tndiam
to take a greater part in the sea transport system of their
own eountry, Our first task is to provide for the training
of Indian Officers, and, for this purpose, the Dufierin has
been converted into a training ship, located at Bombay,
as recommended by the Mereantile Marine Committes.
An influential Governing Body, containing a majority of
Indians, has been appointed, and the training ship will
shortly be opened for its first term. -

The question whether Karachi ean be made the port
of call of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
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steamers has been very carefully considered many tlmea
in the past, but it has always been felt that only a véh'y
swall portion of the mails from Europe brought by these
steamers would|be benefited by the proposed change, while
the bulk of the mails would be seriously delayed.  When
however the Cairo-Karachi Air Mail Service is established,
it is eleax|ithat Karachi will oecupy a unigque paaztmn m '
respeet of the Air Mail Service to and from Hurepe.

You have mentioned your desive that Indians shotﬂd
be appointed both to the Railway Board and to the C’eﬂtral
Board of Revenue. T ean assure you that, when vacancies
oceur in these bodies, the question whether an Indian ban'
be appointed is always considered, and I give my personal
attention to it. 1 should be glad to see Indians oceupying
seats on hoth these Boards, but]I must remind you thaf:
in both eases it is essential that the member should pnssess
special Jmowledge and experience if he is to diseharge bis
duties adequately, and that ffie primary donsideration in
filling these appeintments must be the interests of the
publie service, i

I will conclude, gentlemen, by again thanking the
representatives of the eveat | eommereial interests  in
Karachi for giving me this opportunity of meeling them,
and by wishing you prosperity and suceess in all your
business, :

ADDRESS FROM THE ALL-SIND HINDU ASS0CT &TIO‘Q
AT KARACHI.

The following is the reply delivered by Hig Exct-\.llency the
Vieeroy fo the Address of "Welcome presented to him by the
All-Sind Hindu Association at Karachi :—-

(reﬂflcmen— ind has indeed given us a weleome
worthy of its reputa tion, and Lady Irwin and T are very
grateful to the members of your Association for the| pert
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they have played in if, and for the cordial address to
‘which we have just bad the pleasure of listening.

The importance of your Province and the interesting
stage of development in which it now finds itself are well
‘kalown to me, and it would have been a cause of great
‘regret to me if I had not been able to visit Sind and
Karachi thus early in my term of office. I had, as you
know, the opportunity of seeing your great Sukkur Barrage
& few days ago and of obtaining some insight into the
cmagnitude of this projeet, and I fully realise your anxiety
that all possible measures should be taken to emsure the
success of the scheme and to enable the cultivators of
Sind to take full advantage of it as soon as water is
available. | 1 am glad therefove to be assured by the
Government of Bombay that progress in the work is well
maintained, and I feel sure that nothing which human
ingenuity ean do will be left wanting in the execution
of this great enterprise. Special attention, 1 am told, has
‘beent paid to the matter of drainage, and the complete
system of drains is expected to be ready by the time the
pew canals are ready to reeeive water. For the improve-
ment’ of roads the Local Government|are alveady allotting
four lakhs of rupees annually to the Distriet Loeal Boards,
and the formation of a special Communications Board
ghould ensure a full examination of this important question
in all its aspects. I am pleased too to hear that a large
agricultural station bhas been started at Sakrand for
- experiments, and that six scholarships for the Agricul-
tural College at Foona have beenm awarded in Sind since
1925.

I have listened closely to the views you have expressed
on a somewhat controversial topie, the question of in-
ereased representation on the Central and Provincial
Legislatures. The whole question of representation is of
such intricacy that it eannot be examinéd piecemeal, and
ip view of the approaching enquiry by the Statutory
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Commission I do not think I can go further than te give

" you the assurance that when the general question comes
under examination, the views, which I have no doubt
Your Association will submit to the Commission, mll
receive the careful consideration they deserve.

The further question'yon raise' of the rewew&tlbp of
posts in the pubhc services is also by no wmeans free from
difficulty. In view of the predominance of the Muham--
madan population' in Sind the Government of Bombay
have recognised the necessity of emkavourmg to seeure
proper representation of that community in the p_l}hll.(.‘;. |
services, not in Sind' alone but throughout the Presidency.
On an analysis of the position a few years ago it was,
decided that, in order to adjust the proportion of the
number of higher '‘appointments held by members of each
community, it was necessary to reserve a certain number

- of direct appointments in the higher grades for qiialified
Mubamuadans: T lay emphasis on the word qualified,
for as. I have repeatedly said, this is essential in'the .
interest of the efficient discharge of the publie: service,

5 This eourse was, I believe, designed to meet a spéeial
difficulty, and I am told that the disparity has now to-a
large e\wnt disa ppmxed “and that this year Hindus ‘had
their ! full share in pronjotion to the rank of Deputy

Jolleetor, I am assured by the Government of Bomibay
that their general policy s, 'so far as is praeticable, the
same as that of the (Government of India, namely, that
steps should be taken by adjustments of reeruitment to
ensure that the wyarious communities are not deprived__f'- .
of a reasonable opportunity to enter Govermment service, «
but that thereafter promotion should depend upon merit
alone.

T listened with attention and interest to that part of
your'address whieh dealt with the position of the Hindu
agrieulturist .in Sind, for T am well aware of the value
of a stable and contented peasantry. I I appreciate
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L meorrectly the facts of the matter, it is not cerrect to say
... that there is any differentiation in the treatment of com-
.. munities as '.such, except that land in Sind is ordinarily
1 given to Muhammadans on restricted temure, without any

right of transfer, and is therefore naturally allotted te
. them on easier terms than land granted on full survey
tenure which carries with it the right of transfer. I feel
no, doubt that in any legislation which may be brought
\fom'a.r& to deal with agricultural rights the Loeal Govern-
j ent wilt be guided solely by considerations of the true
; mtemf of the great mass of agrieulturists on whom the

prosperlty of this Provinee! is fundamentally based. I
ean assure you that any representation on behalf of the
. farmer in any part of India will always receive my very
s gﬁreful and sympathetic ‘consideration.

sadien o In taking leave of you, gentlemen, T would appeal
.to you so to uphold the rights of those whom your

. Association represents, that you do not forget the rights
- and aspirvations of others ; to remember that you are

. Indians first and Hindus afterwards ; to seek the solution
. of differences on: the eommon ground of good-will to all
- men, and to believe that in 8o doing you are acting in the
. «true interests and to the Iasting honour of the great
yaoreligious community whose name you have the honour
to bear.

A'D])RL‘%"-! FROM THE SIND MUHAMMADAN ASSOCIA-
']ION KARACHI.

s The Sind Muhnmmudan Association presented an Address
of Welcome to His Excelleney the Viceroy at Iavachi, to which
' Tis Bxeelleney made the following reply :—

s, ... Gentlemen—Lady Irwin and I wish to thank yon
. most sincerely for the kind and generous weleome that
. .you have extended to both of us fo-day. Tt has given
o ome great pleasure to be able to visit Sind carly in my
L6PSV 41
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time as Vigeroy, and to obtain a close view of the several
problems which affect the adminisiration of your Frovince
and to which you have alluded in your address.

I am glad to observe, Mr, Chairman, that you have,
made mention of no gerions|complaint in the speech which
you have just delivered, and indeed this lagdable spivit.
of contentment is in keeping with the well-known andi
steadfast loyalty towards Government that has always|
been a characteristic of the Sindhi Musulman..: You have, |
however, veferred to a subject which has, 1 fear, an ins
evitable and deeply to be wregreited preminence at the
present moment, the subjeet of communal strife. It isia
gource of considerable satisfaction to me to be able to.
congratulate you, gentlemen, on the comparative immunity,
of this Provinece from the worst manifestations of eom-
munal jealousy and bitterness, but at the same time I
would hasten to remind you that this desivable state of
affaivs can only he maintained by the leaders of the twe
communities continually using their influgnce on the side
of peace and by their active discourazement of fanatigal’
speeches and of violenf writings, By the recent introdue-
tion of the Bill dealing with insults to religion the Govern. -
ment of India has done what was possible by means of |
legislation to penalise deliberate and malicious attacks on.
that which each ecommunity holds sacred ; but I fully
recognise that this aetion, necessary as it certainly has .
been| deals only with the symptoms and cannot of ifself
produce that change of heart which will be the one lasting |
solution of India's present discords and difficulties.

You have referred, gentlemen, to your feelings of
apprehension that your community may not in the future .
be given a sufficiently wide opportunity of serving youw
Motherland in the various spheres of usefulness which
eonstitute a public career. T must first of all congra-
tulate you upon the rapid strides made by Musulmans
@3 a whole, and particularly by the Musulmans of this
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Provinee, in all stages of education during the last
twenty years ; and I would advise you to rely to an
imereasing degree on your own merits te obfain adequate
representation in the public services, rather than on
communal  considerations. My Government clearly re-
cognises that, while due regard must be had to) the guali-
fications of candidates, it 18 necessary as far as possible
10 see that the various communities are not deprived of a
dair opportunity of sharing in the great serviges which it
controls, and we continually have this policy in our minds.
But we trust that, as time goes om, the Muhammadan
Community will find itself inereasingly able to face and
overcome outside competition without any speecial assistance
whatsoever.

I know full well, gentlemen, that a large majority
of the members of your Association|are practical agricul-
turists, and 1 wish to offer you my sympathy in the grave
losses which some of you have undoubtedly sustained by
the recent severe flonds in Hyderabad and Thar Parkar ;
L am also distressed to learn that the present season has
proved an unfaveurable one for most of you owing to the
late rise/land early fall of the river. 1 hope and believe,
however, that the great Sukkur Barrage will soon be
protecting you from ‘these unpleasant vicissitndes ; and
1 would| here urge you, in your own interests, to help to
shoulder the burden of the initial cost of this vast
enterprise hy buying some of the land which is ultimately
1o be benefited by its operation.

The question of feeder and direct railway conmee-
tions for this Province has already been dealt with by
me in my reply to the address of the Indian Merchants’
Association to-day, and I would request you to take my
remarks on that oceasion as an answer to your repregenta-
tion on the subject.

I have listened with great interest to the views ex-
pressed by you on several of the major questions of the

L
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day which affect the Mahammadan Community in India,
and 1 ean assure yon that, when these matters come o be
considered, the opinion of your Association will rot be
overlooked. As you arel aware, the Statutory Commission
will before long start its enquiry, and you will apree with
me that it would not be proper for me, in the discussien
of | these problems, to antieipate in any way the repm‘t
of the Commission.

In coneclusion I would again emphasise the almoluife !
necessity of harmony between the two great communitics|

in this ecountry and of an understanding of, and sb?lzf_ipaiglj‘)’ b

with, the peculiar difficulties with which each is ¢anfronted. -
In many quarters there is, 1 believe, a growing anxiety
to find for India a solution of her sorest and most obstinate
problem, Crities will not be wanting of any proposals
that ean be put forward, but I trust that those who feel
constrained to eriticise will constantly seek fo do so in'a

"spirit of constructive desire to help.' It is always diffieult

Nov+

to build ; it is often easy to find fault with another’s

building. And, at this fime, mo one who ¢ares for India’s

welfare, and who appreciates the damage caused to h‘é:r

hody politic by their antagonisms, will fail to wish well

to any efforts that may diveetly or indirectly assist in

promoting the canse of peace, ILlappeal to zon, gentlemefr,-
as the represemtatives of the community which, has' so

large a numerical preponderance in this Provinee, to set

a geod example for the eonduet of majorities, and to show

a spirit of tolerance and forhearance towards those who

may be less favourably placed than yourselves ; that spirit

without which real wunity isl unattainable, anrl without
which India ean never elaim her frue 1}Iaw in the grcat '
sisterhood of nations.

KARACHI CHAMRBER OF COMMERCE LU.NCH.EON;J.-

The following is His Exee”nnn};' the _'-T.Tiee'my’s speech on
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of Commerce :—

< Myr. Chairman, Ladies and Genilemen—I should like
40 begin, Mr. Chairman, by thanking you and all the
.anembers of your Chamber for the very friendly weleome
‘you/ bave extended to Lady Irwin and mysell io-day. 1
wowe you an apology for having bad to alter my original
«dates and upset all your arrangements, and 1 am sure yoa
" wealise that I would not have done so if I had felt if
nossible to avoid it. It has greatly added to the interest
_._,o;f my visit to Karachi to have: been able to performn the
opeping ceremony of your mnew building. I awish it,
Mr. Chairman, a long and snccessful life, and I congra-
_tulate the Chamber on the emection of a really worthy
bnilding. While T am sure the tribute yon have paid te
wothers in this connexion is well-deserved, I' know how much
,I'the Chamber is indebted for its completion to the foresight
and driving power which you yourself, Mr. Chairman,
have shown during your long term of office. It is, 3
_suspeet, not too much te say that but for your energy and
‘resource the mew buildinmg would still exist only om paper
and not in the substantial sandstone we see to-day. This
anust be a preat day for you and I know that all the
~company present here will join me in offering iyou our
Jhearty congratulations,

1 am sorry, Mr. Chairman, that yon or anyone should
feel that, in the eyes of Government, Karachi is m the
position of a| neglected youmger child, and that the
favourite elder brother gets all the good things that are
‘woing. Before T leave you, T trust T may be able fo dispel
#he jdea that the Government could be such a callons and
wmnatural parvent. I ean at any rate promisé yon that
any question which affects Karachi will always receive
‘my very careful and sympathetic attention, and T am
glad that henceforth 1 shall have that personal acquaint-
anee with your problems and eircnmstances which means
50 much when amy matter eomes np for decision.
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I should like to say something on one or two of the
points you have raised. I may be repeatinglto a certain
extent what I have already said to other bodies in Karachi,
for 1 geem to have occupied no inconsiderable part of my
time to-day in public speaking, Indeed my oratory seems
in danger of aequiring some of the charvacteristics of the
pevennial flow of irrigation of which [ have been sceing
and hearing so much on the Sutlej and at Sukkur.  Both
those greaf schemes are suvely destined fo have a great
effeet on the future of Karachi, and it has been a stimulat-
ing experience to get an, insight into the mechanism of
these projects, to meet the men in person who are b1°m_g1111,
them info completion, and to see the workman-like con-
fidence they have in their task. I know too that they have
warm and sympathetie sapporters in His Excellency Sir
Leslie Wilson and in Mr, Hudson, your Commissioner, on
whose help and advice you may always rvely in any scheme
devoted to the development of the Provinee of Sind. As
you have said, it is an egssenfial part of the scheme that
eommunications in the area now coming under irrigation
should be adequate, and it is satisfactory to know that
the mnegotiations whichi have been proceeding with the
Bombay Government regarding the guarantee for the Sind
feeder lines seem likely 1o he suceessful, and  that
construction will begin as soon as a decision has bheen
reached. The other line which you have refervad to, s
the much discussed Karachi-Clawnpore broad gaigs, con-
neetion.  You are no doubt aware of the difficultiey which

have confronted the scheme. Various alienments have

been proposed and have been investigated from {fime to

time. They involve the eonversion of many miles of wetre. -

gauge railway, some of them the property of Indian Bfates,
the construction of a considerable length of broad gainee
railway, and in some cases a complete alteration in | ihe
present working of traffic on established metre gauge and
broad gauge lines. |
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Although such a line would be considerably shortew
than the present broad gauge comnection, it would save
little in mileage as compared with the present metre gauge
'u}nnectlon which gives aceess to Agra, Cawnpore and other
pla(,es in the produetive area already trading with Karachi.
The various estimates that have been considered for the
project vary from 9 to 12 crores of rupees according to
the alignment adopted, and it is obvious that a proposol
of this magnitude requires very careful consideration.
_I‘r is recognised, however, that this line should undoubtedly
give Karachi certain facilities which it does not at! present
‘enjoy, and, though its construction will always have to
he considered in relation to that of more urgent projects
in other parts of India, the scheme is to be brought up
for review from time to time for re-exdwination in the-
lght of changing circumstances, and there is, therefore,
no fear that the Government of India will lose sight of
this proposal.

You have also asked me about the question of the:
establishment of a Chief Couri in Sind. This matter has,.
I k'n.m',} been very carefully considered by the Bombay

* Government, whe fully appreciate the necessity of the
Court. - But for the present T am advised that the financial
difficulty cannot be overcome and that the Government of
Bombay do not hope to be in a position to introduce the.
Court during next finaneial year,

As to your representation regarding Karachi’s elaim.
to a branch of the Reserve Bauk, I fear I cannot say more
to-day than that, as you are aware, nothing has yvet been
definitely settled, and that it' will be very carefully
considered when the question arises in practical shape.

I am going to be rash enough to offer you a few:
wvbservations about the future administration of your greak
Port. 1 am making them advisedly before my visit ta
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the port-and my inspection of the new harbour Wm-l\v sr)
that you should not think they are simply the unfledged
impressions of the easual visitor. In the course of dm-
eussions at various times about Karaehi aftairs, T hava-
heard the guestion asked whether the port-authovities had

sufficiently eomsideved the need for taking a long wcw m i

providing the meeessary facilities for handling 1rafhic. .I*
do not doubt that the existing avrangemenfs are sonm},'
and econommical for the trafic which the port has hltharto
had to handle. But, it the port dweiops ag we hope ml
expeet, other methods may be necessary to deal with th{:
increasing volume of trade; The approaching: eomplenon
of one stage im the construetion of the West Whart and
the re-organisation of the work of the pert that this
implies seem to give an opportunify for reviewing the
future of the port as a whole, and in partieular for con-
sidering methods of handling trnﬁ“m which ean rr;adlly be
expanded to meet future requiréments.

I think there is mueh to be learned from the experi-
encel of ports in other parts of the world, and | am told
that great advances have beem made in recent years in
the uge of mechanical devices, in the orderly arrangement
of the movement of traffic within the port, and in fmproved
methods of sorfing and storing goodz while in the port
area.

Nobody wounld suggest 'that Karachi ecan afford to
neglect the lessons learned in other great ports. On the
knowledge and judgment of the Port Trustees depends
the prosperity mnot only of Karachi, buf also of a vast
hinterland, and I feel no doubt that they can be trustect
to take that wide outlook, uninfluenced by local considera-
tions and inferests, on which a right decision must be
based. !

T would ask you to believe, Mr, Chairman, that in
¢verything that I bave said I am prompted solely by‘T 1y



Banguet' at Cutch.

sincere desive to see Karachi a flourishing and up-te-date
Port, You will perhaps think that I have taken rather

» an unfair advantage of your hospitality to be somewhat

didactic. If I have, I owe you an apology, for it has given
Lady Irwin and myself a very real pleaaulv to-day te
alqct,pt your hospitality and to meet so many of your
menibers.  We both thank you sincerely. I shall, as I
liave said, henceforth feel able to follow the fo:tunes of

arachi and its traders with something more than official
an’rerest Of all our pleasant reeollections of Karachi one
of our pleasanfest will be the kind weleome we have

3_f,ce_1ve_d from all the members of the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce.

BANQUET AT CUTCH,

His Bxeellency the Viceroy delivered the following speech
at the Banquet at Cuteh :—

. Your Highness, Ladies and (entlemen~—L thank.

Your Highness for the kind and friendly terms in which.
you have weleomed Lady Trwin and myself this evening,

«We appreciate them very much and are delighted to have:

N

this opportunity of aceepting your invitation and visiting
Your Highness in the capital of your State.

0T have always looked forward to seeing Your Highness’
“State of Cuteh. Tt lies, as you fruly say, somewhat apart
“from the usual track of tourists—and Vieeroys—and, as
Your Highness has recalled, only Lord Curzom among niy
‘predecessors has been privileged fo land at Mandvi and

tovarrive, shaken perhaps but indomitable, at your capital

vof Bhuj. I would assure Your Highness.in this connec-

tion that the 27 years that have passed have clearly been:

_good for the health (of the road—for yesterday it gave &

~smooth and comforfable passage to our motor cars.

- L6PSV 4
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To tread where only that great Vicerey had advers
tured was in itself an attraction ; and apart from this
the size and importance of Your Highness' State are such
as to justify, and even demand, a closer attention and
" aequaintance on the part of the Head of the Government
of India. Your historical record and associations were
algo a lure teo me, I bad heard that Cuteh was great and
prosperous in the earliest days of the East India Com-
pany—a State of flourishing and busy seaports with
traders known for daving and enterprise along all the Sea
boards of the Indian Ocean ; while the Cuteh artiﬁ't’tei's_
in gold, silver and enamel were famous throughout' the .
length and breadth of India.

I am sorry to learn that to some extent these happy
conditions appear to have suffered an eclipse ; that youw
harbours are silting up, that portions of your lands apve
going out of cultivation, that the trade of your silver
workers is languishing, and that many of your most
suceessful and prosperous merchamnts have sought habita~
tions elsewhere. TDoubtless the long and lamentable record
of famine and scarcity years of which Your Highness has
told us, is largely respousible for these changes ; and I
am glad to hear {hat an expert Engineer is exploring the
possibilities of irvrigation as a safeguard against the
ivieigsitudes of the monsoons. The growing paralysis of
Mandvi both ‘as a Port and Town is, T am informed, due
fo the abmormal ineursion of fime driffing sand which has

begun fowork up from the Ocean bed within the last 80

years. Palliative measures seem difficult, and T am not
surprised to learn that Your Higliness iy cansidering the
development of other ports in your State where: the
opposing forees of nature are not go strong and insidious.
I appreeiate the kindness whieh has pushed on ome of these
enterprises to faeilitate our journey to-morrow. :
Where nature seems unkind and monsoons are fickle,
it becomes all the more important to examing and remedy
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pther causes which may contribute to the decline in a
eountry’s prosperity. 1 have heard, and Your Highness
‘has also, that the high rate of the Kori exchange is aceused
iof some of the temporary depression of Cuteh, of the
stagnation of its ancient industry and the departure of
many of its more enterprising eitizens. It is a common.
place of economics, illustrated to a remarkable degree in
the post-war history of Europe, that a high rate of
exchange tends to deprive loeal industries of their outside
. markets. Questions of eurrency are always diffieult to
laymen and require the ecarliest and best advice available.
. Nothing is more certain than that a mistaken policy in
such a matter has an immediate and disastrous effeet on
the trade of any country far more potent than other errory
‘of orission or eonmaission in the functions of Government.
"1 am sure that Your Highness realises the danger of delay
: and am glad to be told that you confemplaté early steps to
investigate a question so vital to the interests of your
" State and subjects.

Your Highness is a Statesman who has saf in the
o Counetls of assembled nations and does not meed to be
reminded that reports of experts and committees are of
i value, as they lead to prompt decisions and early action.
~fThe art of government becomes more complex as the world
Yadvances.  What satisfied a previcus generation may be
. insufficient for the present and wilk be Iess so for the next,
For those of us who have to share the burden of direetion
i and eontrol elose personal atfention and the assistance of
~ adequate and competent officials are more and more
Ldemanded in the interests of those committed to our
¢harge. The ecombination of feo many funetiong in the
hand of one or two officials is to be deprecated and iu
. modern well-governed States the higher judiciary is in-
variably separated from the exeeutive. Your Highness
and Cuteh are pervhaps happy in lying apart from the
main current—but all the stream is moving forward.
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1 would eongratulate Your Highness on the absence
of all communal dissension within your borders. The
extension of this trouble in British India is a most serious’
menace to political progress in this country. I have
appealed to all patriotic Indians te co-operate in eradicatt”
ing the evil, and, although the progress made may seoi
disappointing, I hope and believe that good sense and'
moderation may at length prevail. I know that 1 can’
rely upon Your Ilighness and all the Indian Princes 6"
assist with your influence and adviee when opportumty“’
offers.

Your Highness® attachment to the British Throne and:
Empire is well known and every word with which youw
have proposed the health of Their Majesties is instinet!
with the deepest loyalty and sineerity. In all times: of
diffieulty and danger I am aware that the Empire ean
count on deyvoted support from Your Highness and your
people.

I thank Your Highness once again for your warm
weleome and all the arrangements for our entertainment.
and comfort. Cutch needs ne apology for the ahsence
of famons ‘‘ show places . Tt has a chavm all its own
with its red-roofed white-housed villages set in wide plains.
with the background of palms and the sea, and the Lumrpd
hills that encirele your ancient Capital. We' are glad to.
have seen it all, and we trust that the friendship now
formed with Your Highness will be cemented many times:
in Delhi and Simla. Ti will be a great pleasure to meet
acain there and hear more from Your Highness of the
success of your further efforts for the good of your
administration and people. -

Tiadies and Gentlemen, I now ask you to join with
me in drinking good health and all prosperity to our
distinguished host Fis Iighness the Maharao of Cuteh.
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OPENING OF THE KUNDLA RAILWAY.

{n declaring the Varsa.muh-Kundla lixtension  of the 16th Nov'-

B'lz_nj' Anjar Railway open, His Execellency the  Viceroy said i—

Jo o Your Highness, Ladies andl Gem‘lemm.—l am ' very
glad to acecept Your Highness’ invitation to perform the
eeremony of opening the Varsamedi-Kundla extension of
the . Bhuj-Anjar railway to-day. My pleasure is the
greater since I understand that, if this railway had nof
been opened, I should have been reguired to leave Bhuj
14;;-;:1&\' at earhe%t dawn in order to reach Jamnagar before
nightfall. Kundla where now, thanks to the efforts of
Mr. Hemehand Mehta and Mr. Barry, wé are to embark
inhappier civeumstanees, will b the first Port in Cuteh
at. which steamers can arrive at atl tides. The ceremony
to-day therefore marks a new era of comfort for travellers
to and from thig intevesting State.

I congratulate Your Hightiess on this new develop-
meint. The provigion of adequate ecommunications is
rightly held to be a proper function of all good Govern-
ments, and few arve more important in bringing economic
prosperity and progress to any country.. The faets and
f‘gures given by Your Highness are illuminating, and °
the silting up of your chief Port of Mandvi has evidently
nm_de the opening of this Kundla Port imperative. For
2 State that is aceessible from the Sea and at high tide

~only must be severely handicapped in all ifs progress.

T have listened with great interest to Your Highness’
gtatement of the reasons underlying your refusal hitherto
to be linked up with the railway systems of India. They
doubtless had force in the past,” but.I am glad to under-
stand that Yonr Highness recognises that conditions have
now changed, and that you look forward fo connecting
the Anjar-Bachau extension with the'‘existing railways
to.the North and Bast of Cuteh. I share Your Highness’
belief that such connection cannot he other than advarn-
tageons to the social progress and economic prosperity
of your country, and, when the developments, to which

ember 1927,
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Your Iighness has alluded, have taken place, 1t will be
possible for future Viceroys to reach Your Highness?
State by land as well as by Sea—-and tides will b(,come
matters of less moment than they are at present ! _
Your Highness will realise that, so far as other pé.rfé
of India are concerned, existing interests in the matter
of revenue, and snch safeguards as may be necessary for
the preservation of internal seeurity, must nof be over-
looked. I have no doubi that Your Highness will be ready
to co-operate with Government in these important matters.
1 have now mueh pleasure in declaring this rallway
open,
LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE NLW
HOSPITAL AT JAMNAGAR.

Tis Excellency the Vieeroy performed the ceremony of the
laying of the foundation stone of the new Hospital Building

. &t Jamnagar, saying i—

Your Highness, Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentle-
men—We all offer you our congratulations, Your High- |
ness, on this oceasion which typifies, as you have said, the:
progressive poliey of the Durbar, and which also testifies.
to the sympathetic eare which Your Highness has always:
shown for all elasses of your subjects. 1 aceepted with:
great pleasure Your Highness' invitation to perform this:
coremony, and I must thank you for the eompliment you
have paid me by naming the hospital after me. When T
look back, as I often shall, in .years fo come, on my visit
to Jamnagar, T shall never fail to think of the building
that is to bear my name, and of the part it will then be
playing in alleviating sickness and suffering in  Your
Mighness’ State.

Your Highness has given us a graphic deseription of
the evolution of medical and surgical practice in Jamnagar.
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It shows clearly the many difficulties ;s-’ou must have had
to surmount in the way of old-fashioned and deeply-rooted
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prejudice, though I daresay there are some of us here :

to-day who might confess to a eextain fellow-feeling with
the desive of some of Your Highness’ villagers to vanish
into thin air on the arrival of the Doctor !

But the picture you have drawn sufficiently proves
. what & long-felt want this hospital will fill, and I trust
that its construction will proceed with all the speed for
which Your Highness® other building operations have been
aonspicuons,  You are building an expensive and modern
hospital, well-equipped, well-found. Given an efficient
staff it must succeed. 1 have sometimes seen cases where
fhe first promise of institutions such as thig has failed of
fulfilment  through the inadéquacy of the staff to vunm
them. I feel little anxiety however that Your: Highness
will permit such a thing to happen, or—if I may transpose
o familiar saying—give the tools reason to complain of
the workmen. I know what a keen personal interest you
take in this institution and that this is enough to assure
ifs suceess.

It has been a great privilege to me fo lay the first
stone of this building. May those whe receive succour
within its walls remember with gratitude the name of
Your Highness to whom it owes its rise.

BANQUET AT JAMNAGAR.

. The following is His Excellency the Viceroy's speech at
the Banguet at Jammnagar s—

Yowr Highness, Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentle-
men—Liady Irwin and 1 are grateful. for the kind and
clognent terms in which Your Highness has voiced Jamna-
gar’s weleome to us this evening. We are delighted that
it has been possible to visit the States of Western India

18th Novd
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thus early in my Viceroyalty and obtain the knowledge
and sense of rveality that can only come from personal
contact and expelmn@e . :

As Your Highness has rvcallerl our first auquamiamé
began in Geneva some years ago when [, in common with
the several delegates of the nations of the avorld, listened
with admivation, as we have again to-night, to the speeeh
with which you delighted the Assembly. I had of couvse,
long before that, worshipped from afar a name that used
to appear, with almost monotonous regularity, at the head
of the Sussex batting averages. Since my arrival in India
1 have Lad other opportunities of observing and appreciat-
ing the acute intelleet, wide and sober statesmanship and
social charm thaf distinguish His Highness the Maharaja
Jam Sahib. It heas therefore been with feelings of keen
anticipation that I have loked forward to visiting
Nawanagar and observing so famous and foreeful a per-
sonality in his own State and among his own people. - My
visit has been, alas, a brief one, but even within it I have |
been able to see something of the energy and enthusiasm
for the development of the State and the progress and
well-being of the people which mark Your lehuess
administration. |

We have listened with great interest to the detailed
account of these many activities and improvements given
by you this evening. I congratulate Your Iighnesa
upon them very warmly. In spite of the matural diffienl-
ties to which Your Highness has alluded, your agricultural
policy appears to me to be wholly admirable, both ‘m
your encouragement of wells and other facilities' Tor
irrvigation, of which I saw something yesterday, and in
granting a Tenancy ripht to your farmers. No measure
is more important than this, for without it no agriculturist
will trouble to Improve his holding. T confess I am
surprised to understand that this enlightened poliey is
the exception rather than the vule in Kathiawar. I trust
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that those who have not yet followed Your Highness’ lead
in'this matter may speedily do so. I was particularly
pleased, as you took us out to Camp. to be able to observe
the quality of so much of the farming—the eleanness of
the land and the crops upon it, It struck me as being
#s, good as any farming I have seen in India, and T feel
¢ertain fhat this is also largely due to Your Highness'
inferest and encouragement.

© W0 T have been much impressed also by the success of
Your Highness” experiments in town improvement and
pranning which have transformed eramped and insanitary
houses and narrow lanes into the fine buildings and the
wide thoroughfares through which we drove two days
@go, In olden times a Ruler dissatistied with his surround-
ings would transport the whole population to a new dite

o and city selected and built by himself. These are less

Spacious days and the complications of modern eivilisation
have in some ways accentuated the saying of Adam Smith
that * of all baggage man is the most difficult to move 7’
Bo Your Highness has had to face and has successfully
solved the far more difficult problem of adapfing an
‘ancient eity to the needs of new conditions and’ ideas.
You have your reward in the improved health of your
people, to which also your generous policy in extending
medical relief must have contributed.

In all branches of your State administration T find
the qualities which my previous acquaintance with Your
Iichness has led me to expeet. I am sure that the people
of Nawanagar must also recogmise and appreciate Your
Highness” efforts for their welfare and that your rule is.
‘broadbased on their esteem and affection. T am alad
o learn that Your Highness has by constituting an
Advisory Council given them opportunities of expressing
their needs and sentimenfs. Each Ruler must decide for
himself, havine reeard to local conditions, how and when
3t is right to associate his paopls more closely with himself
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in the burdens of government. A strong central authority
must always be maintained in the interests of the people
themselves ; but when this is seenred it can generally be
said that the more freely they ean express their wishes
and aspirations the better. The final justification for all
Glovernments is the happimess and contentment of  the
governed ; and an identity of understanding between a
Ruler and those committed te his charge must be the
secret of all successful personal rule. That secret I feel
little doubt you have been fortunate enough to discover,
for without sueh contaet and mutual understanding the
most benevolent Rualer may often be in danger of mis
taking the neeessities of these he governs.

Your Highness has touched on two guestions which
are of present and vital interest to the wider world of all
India and all the Indian States ; the exacerbation  of
communal feeling between IHindus and Moeslems and the
future relations of the States and British India.

You are fortunate in having ne ecommunal trouble in
Nawanagar and you sharve this happy position with most
of the Indian States. It may be that, as suggested by
His Tlighness of Alwar on a recent occasion, religious
animosities are aceentuated by strugeles for political power
and influence.  In the States patronage does not depend
on numbers and votes, and you may be reaping some
advantage from these eonditions. Whatever be the causes
in British India, the present widespread cancer of com-
munal strife and bitterness is fraught with grave danger
to the body-politie. It is axiomatic that compromise,
toleration and readiness to abide by the law arve essential
preliminaries to suceess in all demoeratic governments,
and it is aceordingly the first duty of every patriotie
Indian, whether Hindu or Moslem, to strive his utmost
to voot out this great and growing ecvil, to counter the
preachings of intolerance and fanaticism, and to imbuse
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& more reasonable spirit among the masses of his’ co-
relivionists, UL Y PS8 i j
The problem of the future relations of your States:
with British India, where the conditions of rule are slowly
. but surely ehanging, is not an ¢asy one.  You desire, and
naturally, both to’retain the internal autonomy secured.
to you by your engagements and treaties, and at the same
time 0 have a voice in the questions which, owing fo the-
growing complexity of modern conditions, must necessarily:
| affect India as a whole. Although at first sight these
two positions may appear difficult of reconeiliation, I trust
that time and full examination in consultation: with all®
parties coneerned will lead us to the- discovery of the-
true solution. T believe that I can rely on the wisdonm
of farsighted Rulers like Your Iighness, who ean appre-
clate the best interests net only of your States but of
India as a whole, to use your influence with your brothe=
Princes towards this end. ‘

I thank Your Highness for the kind things you have-
said about Lady Irwin. It is true that she is keenly
interested in all that tends to the welfare of  Indiai.
Womanhood; and she- rejoices to think that she has the-.
sympathy and support of Your Highness whose liberal .
and progressive views on tlie subjéct are well known.

From us both, as from all Your Highness' guests,.
the warmest acknowledgments are due for the cordiality -
of our welcome and the most charming and exhaustive
arvangements. made for ouwr comfort and entertainment,
T appreciate the courtesy which hag avoided reference to-
matters of controversy between the Nawanagar Durbar -
. and my Government. Differences must sometimes oceur,
but with good-will on both sides they should seldom he
in¢apable of being brought to Just and’reasonable sottle-
ment. The generous instinet which has brompted Your-
Highness to leave these matters on one side during our
visit 18 one with the sportsmanship whieh. has always:
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gistinguished you. It made the name of Ranji a house-
hold word to generations of cricketers, and it still assures
Your Iighness an affectionate weleome wherever sportse
men are gathered together. Whether you ave catching
sea-trout on the West Coast of Ireland or shooting
partridges on the West Coast of India, your chief pleasure
lies, I know, in offering good sport to your guests, and
we shall not soon forget our wonderful shoot at Rozi.
1t will remain among our happiest Indian memories. 1%

I need not say that it would be a great pleasure to:
visit Nawanagar again and see more of Your Highness
and the aecomplishments of your administiation. Buk
you know well how many elaims there are upon my time.
India, with Burma, is a mighty continent and five years
are all too short to fulfil one’s desives. I thank Your
Highness again for the truly delightful time you have
given us. My one regret is that my visit should have
been the oceasion for a mishap to Your Highness' yachty
the Star of India,’a mishap for which there would have
‘been no oceasion but for your generous anxiety to provide
us with the most luxurions means of tfransport. The
event shows what T believe astronomy to teach, that cvem
the best regulated stars are liable to meet uncxpected
bodies in their appointed eourse, but for the future we
shafl wish her the more firmly sueh a dispensation of
prosperity as may compensate her and you for this
unkind stroke of fortune. But you will perhaps derive
a measure of consolation from the.fact that the untoward
incident has attached you to the ecompany of distingnished
Rulers, who through history in the persons of the Egyptian
Pharaoh, or King Canute of England and now yourself,
have had perforee to recognize the supremacy of stormy
seas, relentless tides and shifting sands.

Ladies and: Gentlemen, T now ask you to join me in
drinking long life, good health and prosperity to our
distinguished and generous host His Highness the Mnham;a
Jdam Sahib of Nawanagar, :
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At the Banquet at Porbandar His Excellency the Viceroy jgen Novs

proposed the health of His Highness the Maharaja Ruona ember 1927,

Sabib of Porbandar in the following speech ;—

nu o Your Highness, Ladies and Genilemen.—1 thank Your
=11l“"h]’1{.bb for your cordial weleome to Lady Irwin and
myself. Tt is a far cry to Kashwmir and we eount it
fortunate that our meeting with Your Highness at
Srinagar in April last has led direetly to our presence
Jdiere to-day.  There can surely be few preafer contrasts
from that land of mountains, lakes and valleys than is
offered by the Porbandar State with its wide plaing swept
by the breezes from its extensive sea board. I congra-
tulate Your Iighness on your City which has a beauty
all its own. I have heard it likened to Port Said ; and
with its white buildiugs above the yellow sands, the lines
of palms and casurinas along its wide roads and the
dazzling blue background of the Sea I can appreciate the
resemblance to that link between the West and Iast.

~ We ought perhaps to have come to your Maritime
State from the ocean side ; but it seemed more convenient
‘and possibly more prudent to take advantage of the
railway system which traverses Kathiawar in every
direction. The Sea wears to-day her most friendly aspect,
but T can well imagine that, when the monseon is active;.
the wind can drive the mighty rollers in thundering
approach far up your beaches.

i I have listened with interest to vour acconnt of your
aneient House and the valour and tenacity with which
it has maintained its sway. It is a great tradition,
Maharaja Sahib, and must be an inspiration to you in
bearing the burden of rule received from vour forefathers.
From what you tell me of vour State.I gatlier that it is
so, and that your aim is to justify the famous past by a
poliey of progress and improvement in the present. That
is the right way te use tradition ; for to rest on past
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laurels is to run the risk of becoming merely the shadow
of a mighty name, :

The record of your activities given. us this evening
would show that Dorbandar is in no suech danger at present,
and it iy elear that Your Highness realises that the best
way to command suceess is to deserve it. You tell us of
movement and progress in  all divections, commercial,
industrial and agricultural, 'and I have myself seen
something of your Port development in the interests  of
your traders. With an open roadstead unapproachable
in the monsoon you are faced with considerable difficulties,
but energy and perseverance can conguer many of thezti"';_,
and [ have every hope that the Port of Porbandar, under
Your Highness’ auspices, will have its. due share of the
growing trade of India,

This is perhaps hardly the time or the place to touch
on rvailway questions which, so my experts on the Railway
Board assure me, are in Kathiawar thorny and difficult,
beyond belief. I am told that sohution might be easier,
the comfort of ordinary passengers: be enhanced, and
that diffieulties would largely disappear i they were
treated more as business propositions and not so much
as matters of States' prestice and rivalry. They are
porhaps the only elass of eases inm which the compromise
and eco-operation on which Tord Reading Taid s much
stress in 1924 have not yet been fully realised,

I am glad to learn that three  years’ experience of'
direct relations with the Government of India has satisfied
you with the success of the new arrangements. It comes
with especial force from Your Iighness who has given
so generous a measure of acknowledgment to the Bombay
Government and the Bombay Governors for the progress
and well-being of your State in the past, Changing times
however bring changing needs, and T am eonvineed that
the general policy of bringing the Indian States into
eloser relations with the Viceroy and the Government of
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India is in present con _
give up the wider and more intimate knowledge ‘of the
States which it has brought to me as Vieeroy. 1 take
the keenest, and most ¢riondly inferest in your historic past,
in your preseut problems and in. your future developments.
T must thank Your Highness for recognising this so
syarmly in- your kind words this evening. . As you have
‘pointed out, ‘ameestral associations shonld have made me
& Triend of the Indian Princes, and I confess that in my
oase the memory of my grandfather is reinforced by @&
natural bias in favour of ancient and honourable institu-
Yions. No man ean to-day foretell with certainty in what
precise fashion, as time goes on, British. India and ‘the
‘“States are likely to be enabled best to take their appro-
priate part in working together for the good of this great
eountry. That such closer collaboration -will be the resuli
of powerful forces, which know no tervitorial or political
boundaries, I can hardly doubt. And 1 feel no less sure
that in this regard the States have both a great opportunity
and a great responsibility which must impel Rulers to
be frue to themselves and those ideals of good government
‘of which fh'ey must all be aware. Good  communications,
'(;'Ileap'-and expeditions justice, public health, education-—
‘811 ‘that can be included in unselfish devotion to their
people’s interests—if these are present no State can be
in danger. For the greatest seeurity to any Ruler lies
\in the love and contentment of his people. -1 am glad to
know, Maharaja Sahib, that you appreciate and strive to
yoalise these ideals in Porbandar. The knowledge that
3t is 80 has added mueh to the pleasute of our _briﬂef visit
to your Statfe. S
Liast but not least T must thank you for your kind
rj‘efm'v,.nue to Lady Trwin who shares, all my interests in
this most interesting land.” In especial she. weléome# all
moverments tending to: the greater health; happiness and
welfare of the women of India, and she is assured that im

ditions right. 1 .would not willingly.« .
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this cause that she has at heart she can count always on
the sympathy and help of Your IHlighness.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you now to drink with,

me long life and every prosperity to our kindly host His
Highness the Maharaja Rana Sahib of Porbandar,

BANQUET AT JUNAGADFH.

The following specch was delivered by lHis Exeelleney the'
Vieeroy at the Banquet at Junagadh ik

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen—I have to
thank you, Yoeur Highness, in the first place on behalf of
Lady Irwin and myself for the kind way in which you
have just proposed our health, and the rest of the com-
pany here to-night for the cordiality with which they have

drunk it. 'We all owe a deep debt of gratitude to Your

Highness for the hospitality you have shown us and for
all the arrangements you have rade for our comfort and
entertainment,

I have long looked forward to the pleasure of meefing
Your Highness in your aneient and historie capital, and
it is an interesting reflection, as you have just pointed
out, that this is the first occasion of its kind for more
than a quarter of a century. Your eity is indeed one
that has wmany things to make it famous—the grim
Uperkot guarding it from above ; the wonderful mass of
the Girnar with its rocky paths worn smooth by the feet
of countless pilgrims ; and its Asoka stone with mentories
of the earliest days of Indian history.

I have heard much of the ancient and homourible
Babi house of Junagadh and of the steady loyaliy and
good faith which have marked all its dealings with the
British Government. T congratulate Your Hichness on
your traditions and am confident that you will do your
best not only to maintain them but to give them added
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Justre. You have a great heritage, Nawab Sakhib, involving
heavy responsibilities. The position of rulers in these
«ays is not ‘easy ; and, if it is to be held with credit inm
the eyes of the world, it demands considerable personal
attention and selfsacrifice. All pewer should rightly be
a@ecompanied by a sense of its responsibilities. Unless
it is so tempered and controlled, it will certainly he
misused, and in due eourse bring its own retribution.
Po select and support able and trustworthy officials is
perhaps the most important Tactor in successful govern-
ment ; but the personal example shown by the ruler, and
‘the interest be himself takes in the welfare of his subjects
.are the real and only stable foundation of the high posi-
tion in which his birth has placed him.

I am delighted to learm that you have had a good
monsoon and that your people are contented and happy.
Fere as elsewhere in Fodia the agrieulturist is the vital
#actor in the country’s prosperity, and Your Highness
wrisely recogniges this in the special care you take for his
wwelfare,

It gave me much pleasure to listen to Your Highness’
aceount of the efficiency of your departments and the
steady progress that is being made by them in developing
your State’s resources. I may say that all that I have
. seen myself, and have heard from my Agent and from
wothers, bears out what Your Highness has just said on
tthis subject.

1 would wish to congratulate Your Highness in pat-
ticular on your State Forees, both Lancers and Infantry,
which are reported by the Military Adviser to be a model
and example to all Kathiawar, Your Highness realises
that if the help ‘which is so freely offered to the Empire
in times of crigis is to be of real value, the equipment,
training and discipline of your troops must be beyond
writicism, i
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I ean assure you that Lady lrwin and I shave to the
full Your Highness' regret that we have had to cut short
the period of our visit. We had hoped wery mueh o
see more of your State, and especially to visit the Gir
Jungles and meet the Indian lion in his last stronghold.

I have vead that the cause of their disappearance from
the Jungles of Nawanagar was the sound of cannon fired
at rebels in the sixties of last century. I trust that the
sound of my 31 guns to-morrow morning may not reach
the cars of Your Highness’ lions and have a similar effect
on them. I was glad to hear the other day that their
numbers are mot declining, though I confess that I had
hoped that during my visit their numbers might have
declined at least by one,

It is a pleasure to be assured by Your Highness that
my new Political Secretary had won Vour Highness’
friendship during his tenure ag my Agent in the Western
India States, and I am glad to know that one who is now
to he my adviser in all that concerns the Indian States

“should have the econfidence of the rulers whose fortunes he
will now' wateh over in another capacity. I am certan
that Your Highness will find an equally firm friend and

wise counsellor in Mr. Kealy. :

I thank Your Highness again for your warm weleome
and kindly hospitality. Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask yon
to drink with me long life and all prosperity to our noble
host His Highness Sir Mahabat Khan, Nawah of Junagadh,

PRIZE-GIVING AT THE RAJKUMAR COLLEGE, RAJKOT,

* 29nd Novem- His Excelleney the Viceroy presided over the eceremony

ber 1927.

of the Prize-giving af the Rajkumar College, Rajkot, and made
the following speech :—

Princes and Chiefs of the Western India States,
Mr. Principal, Ladics and Gentlemen—It gives me the
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greatest pleasure to preside at this Prize-giving to-day,
and 1 should like to begin by congratulating all those
Kumars to whom I have just handed the coveted rewards
of hard and successful work, 1 must also offer my thanks
and congratulations to those who have just given us such
excellent recitations.

I 'wish to thank you, too, Mr, Principal, for the kind
Way in which you have referred to my visit in the speech
to which we have just listened. I ecan assure you that
Viceroys find great satisfaction in the fact that theiv
vigits to Kathinwar ean now be more frequent than they
were in the past, and I wish that the intervals between
them eould be even further reduced. Tlowever, the world
changes and we change with it ; and with the perfecting
of modern means of transport I fancy that a term has
been set fo the comparative isolation of Kathiaway imposed
upon it by its somewhat remote position on the map of
India,

You have referred briefly, Mr. Principal, to the
anxiety whieh has rvecently been felt by those who take
an interest in Chiefs’ Colleges. You are aware that their
future has been receiving the attention of my Glovernment,
and that tentative proposals have been made for their
reconstitntion. Though it is premature for me at this
moment . to forecast the judgment of those concerned on
these proposals, T am convinced that the Colleges have
done and are doing work of high importance to India,
and I am personally anxioug to do everything that I ean
to extend the sphere of their utility.

I do not propose to detain you with a long speech.
There are only a few things T wish to say to you, firstly,
to the Princes and Chiefs who are here to-day and,
secondly, to the Kumars who are members of this College.

To the first T speak not so much as to Princes and
Chiefs but rather as to old boys and old friends of the
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Rajkumar College. As you, Mr. Principal, have puinte'd-;
out, this College is a great co-operative effort started and.
very largely maintained by the Princes and Chiefs of
the Western India States, They have reason to be proud

of it. That they should have combived with this objeet,
more than 50 years ago, is an example of what India to-—

«day chiefly needs—the will to work whole-heartedly and

for a common purpose with people of whom one personally_
perhaps knows little, and with whose point of view ong;
may not at all times fecl agreement. It is unnecessary. .
for me to remind you of how much the Princes have if,_
gtill in their handy to do for this College, and partxcnlaﬂy‘
©of the part which old boys may play in maintaining the

high standards and lofty traditions of their old sehool.

I think that perhaps in the case of some sehools in India.
this feature is not so noticeable as in our English Public.
Sehool life. But here at Rajkot, where the thread of long,
family tradition runs happily through the school life,;
you have speeial opportunities to exert this kind of bene-;
ficial influence. Your ‘‘ Old Boy 7’ is perhaps the best.
critie that his school ean have. He may be at times vather

inelined to play the roéle of leudator temporis acti se-
puere, to mistrust innovations and fo complain that,
“* things are not as they were in his day *’. That is.a.
weakness to which most of us succumb with advancing

years. But the old boy is your most faithful champion of .
the good name of the school, jealous of its best traditions,.
keenly desirous of its success in the class-room and on’
the playing field. And, in his interest and affection for.
his old school, you have a firm foundation for its future
welfave.

As you, Mr. Principal, have pointed ount, we ses
plenty. of evidence around us of the generosity of old
members of this College, and T hope that this fine !pll'fﬁ:
will eontinue to find many who are kesn to emulate it."
There is, or ought %Yo be, no boy who does not owe am"”
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anpayable debt to his old school ; it has made him what
he is and he can discharge a part of his obligation by
bie_coming as it were a trustee for its good name and suceess.

To the Kumars of this College I ean probably say
little that has not often been said to them before. You
will have, when you leave the College, to fill great and
responsible positions, and your lives here may exert great
and enduring influence upon how you aequit yourselves
in them later on. Your people will rightly expect to find
Ctheir rulevs possessed of those qualities of intellect and
character, which will enable them to fulfil the duties that
birth has brought them. You have here the means of
training intellect and moulding character. Use these
wisely and you will be storing for yourselves treasures
of permanent worth in your aftter-life ; negleet them, and
you will when too late regret your wasted opportunities,
You are here making friendships which will endure through
life and may in future mean a potent bond between two
BStates. But let me also ask you to look for a moment
across wider spaees. When you eome here you have
probably seen wvery little of Kathiawar ; and yon have
perhaps faken little interest inm anything outside your
own homes. That is the experience of most English boys
also. As you grow older and make friends, the play of
mind on mind begins to implant wider interests, and you
come to think of yourselves as members of a College that
includes Kumars from all over Kathiawar and beyond.
Later, as you become more senior, you realise that each
of you is concerned in anything that coneerns India, even
if it may not appear directly to affect you. TIndia, again,
is a part of a wider organisation ; this country, and you
along with it, cannot disregard anything of importance
that may happen in the British Empire ; for whatever
touches the Empire touches India, and what tonches Tndia
touches you. But in these days we cannot even rvest our
eyes finally upon the Empire. Each part of the world
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has beconte,”in the last hundred yéars, more dependent
on the others than our ancestors would ‘have dreamed
possible, more dependent even: than is generally rf'a.hsed-
to-day. This has given great opportunifies to thé leaders
of nations ; but it has also brought great dangers. ‘e
take . advamalre of the opportnnities and if possible to’

avert the dangers, an organisation has been formed that

is without parallel in world history. India belongs 10 the
League of ‘\atmns, and members of the Order of Prmees

. have been among her most active and valued representa» '
tives. They have set you & good example, and I hope @

that you will make a speeial stidy of recent dﬂvdopmenti i
in the history of the world, - -

1 am mot mr-'gmt|nv tbaj you should not keep the
first place in your thoughts and in your affections for your:
own States. 'On the eontrary,:1 would urge you, hefore
all, to work loyally for them. But there is a foolish idea,
_ abroad that one can only serve one’s own unit, be it State

or. Nation, Province or Empire, by refusing to eonsider
anything beyond it. Yet the truth is that loyalty is not:
“eisentially marrow ; the ftiue interests of a Nation ot
| Staté cannot be discovered without looking beyond its
boundaries ; and those interests cannot be served without:
working for the whole of which it forms a part. Tt has
always been easy to arouse the patriotism of a people by
appealing to their jealousies or their fears ; and that has
given rise to the idea that a patriot is necessarily hOstllel ;
40 a foreigner, and that patriotism is the spirit of self-
assertion. This 'is a profound mistake. Even self-
interest demands consideration for others, and this applies
to  communities as to individuals. But the man of
ordinary education and opportunity may mot have the
time or the interest'to look beyond his own narrow eirele ;
it it thevefore to you, Kumars, that he must turn for
guidance. And, if you would guide your States ‘wisely,
you must look beyond them, and know semething of other’



