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 Nibates, of the Empire, and of the world. This will be
brought home to you more elearly when you leave the
College ; but it is not too early for you now to form
gpinions on big issues. Your opinions, at present, may
‘not be well-founded or of much importance to other people;
yet to yourselves they will as your first political judements
be of great value, though you may revise them later. Let
them be based on an effort to understand the facts. I
think that the value of edueation is prineipally to be
found in the acquisition of a sound judgment, well-
trained and eapable of distinguishing between what is true
and what 1s specious, what is sound ecoin' and what is
eounterfert. And, inasmuch as we ean never hope to make
ourselves masters of all the subjects with which as
administrators we may have to deal, we must seek fo gain
the faculty of so judging men that we ean know whom
to. mistrust and to whom to give our confidence. This
o surely we learn at school, as here we also come to test our
Judgments by those of others, and leain from the clash
of thought. T would ask you therefore o think over the
dictum of a modern historian that ** No man is entitled to
express an opinion upon any centroversial question, until
he can understand how men as able and honest as himself
ean hold opinions widely different from his own 7.

_ That is all T have to say. I wish you, Mr. Principal,
‘with your Staff and all the Kumars, present and futuve,
¢ all suceess, happiness and prosperity in your work and

games and life during many long years to come.

DURBAR AT RAJKOT,

Hle Excellency the Viceroy’s address at the Rajkot Dnrhnr?Qnd NWW
is given below :— 1921,
Chiefs and Talukdars of Kathiowar—It is a great
pleasure to me to address you here to-day as the third
Vieeroy who has seen Kathiawar since your States first
¢ame into touch with the British Government ; nor, after
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the last twelve days, in which T hope that I have ga}ned
some little insight into your especial needs and problems,
do I in any way regret my decision fo visit the Kathlawat
States thus early in my Viceroyalty.

In November 1924 when my predecessor,  Lord
Reading, on an occasion similar to the present, announced
the creation of a Western India States Agency and ) the
establishment of direet contaet between the Rulers and
Chiefs of Western India and the Central Governmenty
he expressed the opinion that some of you might be
ineclined to fear that a formal and official relationship
‘was about ¢, take the place of the cordial and unfailing;
goodwill that had previously subsisted between your States
and the Covernment of Bombay. I think 1 may now;
safely say that, if this was the case then, the intervening,
three years have amply proved that there was no founds
tion for any such apprehensions, and we may confidently
assert that the rapid advances made by Kathiawar along:
every avenue of progress in reeent years are a sure indica-
tion of the success of this great reform. I.am also glad:
to observe that, in the large majority of cases that have:
eome under my notice, the adviee of Lord Reading ‘“ to
inaugurate also a new period of mutual toleration, .
compromise and real co-operation in vour relations with .

sach other '’ has been taken to heart and loyally acted
apon by you. 17

In these changing times, gentlemen, you are f'lced
by the same problems as confront the oreater States, but'
you have your own special diffieulties also, in that smaller
units way find it hard to reach the standard of adminis-
tration demanded by modern opinion or to keep pace
with the progress shown by their larger neighbours.” T
am not here to advocate what is impossible or to place
hefore yon ideals that are obviously beyond your reach.
But T would ask you all to realise that the prindipal
justification of all rule is that it shonld be good rulé;’

.
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that you are the ecustodians of your peoples’ interests,
aﬁgl_ that their welfare rather than selfish enjoyment
should be your principal and eonstant aim. 1 am glad
{0 understand that many of you appreciate this ; but it
8 so important that none should lag behind, that I feel
myself justified in bringing it specially to your notice on
this' occasion. The provision of independent courts of
justice, the provision of good schools and the maintenance
of roads and communications arve functions of Government
which T would especially eommend to your attention.
The prosperity of the cultivating eclasses is another
fmportant factor making for contentment, and I am told
#hit in many States this is hampered and improvement
i 'stayed, because the cultivator is a mere tenant-at-will
Jidble to ejeetment at a moment’s motice. A right of
tenaney has been found elsewhere to be an indispensable

iveentive for better agricultuve. I know there are

difficulties and that measures are required to prevent the
vight falling into the hands of the money-lenders. DBut,
when! dangers ¢an be foreseen, they ean be avoided, and
T would strongly direct your attention to the far-reaching
benefits inherent in seeurity of tenure, to the cultivator,
to the countryside and ultitmately o the ruler of the State
or  Taluka himself. For his people’s interests are in
reality his own, and he need not doubt that any improve-
ment in their general conditions will be later on refleeted
in the public revenues. I trust that the findings of the
Royal Commission on Agrieulture may produce much of
interest to the land-owners in this Provinee. 1 would
recommend all of you who can do so to visit the Agricul-
tnral Show whieh will be held next year by the Bombay
Government at Ahmedabad. You will not fail there to
learn mueh of value to your tenamts in new methods of
agriculture and improved varieties of erops, though I am
well aware that in the matter of hovge-breeding and the
rearing of live-stock some of the farmers of Kathiawar
haye won for themselves a position of pre-eminence.

[
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As representative of the King-Emperor, I have been
distressed beyond measure by the terrible havoe that has
been wrought by the recent floods in some parts of Kathid-
war, and 1 know that many of you here to-day have
undergone heavy losses, although the damage has happily
not heen so serious as in the neighbouring ' eountry of
Gujerat. To thoge of you who have suFered I offer my
sincere sympathy ; but it is perhaps some consolation,
after the drought and famine that you have sometimes.
experienced in former vears, to- know that the water-level -
in rivers and wells must have risen to dts maximum,
assuring success to the winter erops and. providing the-
coplous vegetation which may bring good rain again next:
year. In 1926 also the monsoon was plentiful, and T trust
we may now stand at the commencement of a cycle of!
good years and an era of progress. and' prosperity for all
of you in Kathiawar: LT

Chiefs and Talukdars, T am sincerely giad to have-
med you here to-day ; as Viceroy and Governor-General:.
1 have special care for the interests of all Indian States,
both great and small, and T should have feit my visit tos
the Western India States Agency ineomplete without this:
opportunity of greeting you personally and making your:
acquaintance. T wonld wish to assure you, as-has already-
been done by my predecessor, that YOur ean count upon-
the friendly help and sympathy of myself and my ofﬁggi;s:
in your troubles, upon our advice in yomr difficulties and
upon our encouragement in all measures taken by yon
for the improvement of your administrations and’ your-
peoples’ gaod. ' '

e

BANQUET AT RAJKOT. iz
The following speech was delivered by THis Tixcellency tha-
Vigeroy at the Banquet at Rajkot :— A
Nowab Sahib, Your Hiahness, Chiefs' and Palukdars;,
Ladies and Gentlemen—On behalf of Lady Irwin and
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~myself T thank you very warmly for your cordial weleomo
to us this evening and the kind terms in which our heaifhs.
have been propused. It has been a great pleasure to us
1o have the opportuntiy of visiting the Western India
Ageney within the second year of my Vicerayalty and of
. realising at first hand the interest and importance of the
States in political relations with my Agent. What I have
seen. and learned can now be of value to me during the
@reater portion of my tenure of office. Even a brief visit
sean be effective in enabling one to view local questions:
in a truer perspective.

For many years you were connected with the Bombay
TGovernment and your aspirations and difficulties were
ot so direetly as they are now in charge of the Viceroy
“wnd the Imperial Government. But certainly since I
Uasstumed office in April 1926, T have not been allowed to
forget Kathimwar, and some at least of your problems have
‘been insistent in their claims on my attention. 1t is not
surprising therefore that 1 have seized an early occasion
iof ‘coming to see for myself a group of States presenting
“such a varviety of interesting aspeets,

You have rightly, Nawab Sahib, laid stress on the
many claims of your Province to be visited by the Vieeroy.
1 have heard of the ancient and honourable history of
'}mlr Ruling Houses and of the steadfast loyalty to the
British Crown and friendly co-operation with its officors
which have marked your relations with the British (Gove
ernment during over 100 years. Your fine traditions will
‘Be an incentive to future progress, and T am assured that
in all times whether zood or evil His Majesty the King-
Emperor can count on the devotion of all the Princes and
Chiefs of the States of Western India.

Other States may call to the artist, Bie sportsman and
antiquarian by the beauty of their scenery, the wild
density of their hills and jungles, their ruined citics and

L
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historie past. While you. have these also yon ean more.
fully justify your invitation by your modern and pro-

gressive -administrations and your intimate association . -

with problems of vital and present interest to India as-a
whole. As a great cotton-growing eountry you ave elosely
linked with one of India's most important industriaﬁ_;
your wide plains have favoured the rapid development of
an extensive system of railways ; your merchants aned
“traders have been for generations in tfouch with the life
-and energy of the great Ports of Bombay and Karaelii,
it s not, therefore, remarkable if “your admmlstratwm_ '
reflect and respond to-modern ideas more fully than awhére
these conditions are nom-existent. It is pussible that these
conditions, while making your problems more vivid, also .
make them more troublesome to the Government of India ;
and the Political Seeretary will hear me out when I say
that the Western India States Agency oceupies quite its
full share of the time of the Central Secretariat ! Mhis '
is partly inevitable and due to the complexity of intorests
involved in the many interlacing jurisdictions that mark
this Agency. 1 am glad to understind from my Agent.
that the States as a whole have responded to my prede-
cessor’s appeal for compromise and arbitration, but there
still appears to be a residuum of cases which are mot
amenable to such seftlement. T trust that they will grow
- fewer.ns time passes, and that future Vicoroys may enjoy
the charming' friendship of the ecultured Prinees of
Kathiawar without the painful necessity of giving constant

decisions that cannot satisfy one at least of the contending
parI:eq !

I would have wished that my time among vou had
been longer so that I could have visited more of your
States, Bhavnagar for whose administration during the
m1mrty of the young Maharaja we are responsible,
Dhraneadhra with its new industries, Morvi and Gondal,
the piomeers of railway and other enferprises, Paht.‘mu
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“with ifs hill of which I have heard almost too much—and
many others. In these days a Viceroy’s time iy greatly
_pecupied, and it is impossible for him to visit all the

places he would wish, I have however seen enough to
yealise your importance and to understand the position
“given to you by common repute as among the vanguard
' of the progressive Princes of India.

210 L know well that in all your endeavours to mainfain
the high standard of your Administration you have had
n. whole-hearted  supporter in the late Agent to the
wlovernor General, Mr, Watson, and that yon will
weontinue to have a firm friend and also adviser in Mr.
«Kealy. It has been a great pleasure to wme throughoat
~my recent tour to find on all sides evidences of the
smuftual friendship and esteem which exist between my
new Political Secretary and the Princes of the Western
Andia States. Such feelings will not fail to he of the
~greatest assistance to him in the responsible duties which
now devolve upon him.

Along with all other thoughtful wembers of your
order you are mow anxious and deeply concerned about
the question of your constitutional position in regard to,
‘and 'your future relations with, the Government of
British India. It 1s a political puzzle of the utmost
idifficulty and ome to which T do not attempt here and
‘now to give any final answer. I would only say that,
in my view, the more your Administrations approximate
‘to the standards of efficiency demanded by enlightened
publie opinion elsewhere, the easier it will be to find a
(just  and permament solution. Your rights, dignities
~and privileges under your Treaties and Sanads have bheen
frequently reaffirmed and T am certain that no British
Government will fail to maintain them. Nor even apart
from them would any change affecting your pogition he
likely to be proposed without the fullest possible con-
sideration being given to your views and sentiments.
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Tn my conversations, however, on this genvral
question with many of the Princes 1 have become aware
of a strong body of opinion in favour of early explord-
fion of some of the more technical ground by which it i3
surrounded, Whatever may be found to be the ultim;it'c
solution of the wider problem of the Statey viewed n
relation to developments in DBritish India,” there is, X
think, force in the contention of many of the Princes’
order that there are meanwhile certain practical questions
which may profitably be examined without delay. It has
therefore been  decided hy the Secretary of State’ to
appoint a small expert Committee, firstly, to report upon
the relationship befween the Paramount power and the
States, with particular reference to the rights and
oblications ariging from Treaties, Engagements and Sanads,
and usage, sufferance and other eauses ; and, secondly,
to enquire into the financial and economic relations
between Brifish India and the States and to make any
recommendations that they may consider desivable or
necessary for their more satisfactory adjustment.

The personnel, I trast, will be announced shortly and it
is hoped that the Committee will assemble in India in order
to commence its emquiry in the near future. I have
little doubt that it will command the confidence of fhe
States and meet with all the assistance it may require
at the hands of the members of Your Highness’ Order.

I of course shave the regret felt by all of you that it
has recenfly been found meecessary to reimpose a Clustoms
Line at Viramgam. Such a line must, T recognise, in
some ways be an ineonvenierce. The disadvantages are,
however, being reduced to a minimum by the successful
efforts that are heing made to work in co-operation with
the States. The cirenmstances whick have led fo the
measure have been invoelved and difficult, and I and my
CGovernment have to guard the interests of British India
while doing justice, to the hest of our judgtent, to the
egitimate claims of the Maritime States, o
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T am glad to be told that your experience has justified
the transfor of your States to direct relations with the
Government of India and its officers. The change was
_made before I reached India, and I find it difficult to
_realise conditions in which so large and important a group
_of States did not share in the common poliey and methods
yof the Political Department directly under the Viceroy.

. All systems have their drawbacks, but it is my hope that
. ¥ou will eonfinue to be satisfied with the present arrange-

. ments and will find at the hands of the Viceroy and his

y officers not less gympathy, consideration and attention

. than

you had from the Government of Bombay.

1 hope to meet many of you again at the Chamber
¢ of Princes in Delhi and at Simla if ever you travel te
that over-crowded mountain top. I thank you once more
4or the kind things you have said about Lady Irwin and
myself. ‘'We shall both cherish the most pleasant recollec-

cdions

of our visit to Kathiawar and of your welcome to

wus this evening,

BANQUET AT KAPURTHALA.

; His Exeelleney the Viceroy replied in the following termns 26th Novems
" to the toast of his health by His Highness the Maharaja of bee 1927,

~ Kapu

thala at the Banquet at Kapurthala on the 26th

November t=—

Your Highness.—This is indeed a rare decasion and
iy rejoice that your hospitality has enabled me and so many

" pther
;. High
| to sa

s to be present at it. T must begin by asking Your
ness to allow me as spokesman for all your guests
y how warmly we wish you many and most happy

returns of the birthday which we 80 auspiciously celebrate
‘to-day. The fiftieth anniversary of auny event in the
life of an ordinary man is apt to find him nearing the

end

of his active career, or in mellow retirement. We

9 re delichted to think, Your Highness, that your Golden
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Jubilee as Ruler should come' 'while vour matural foree

is still unabated, -and you ave able still with full energy
to devote yourself not only to the. affairs of your State 1

but also” to wider and Imperial polities. If I may be

our host's personal appearance, [ would say. that nobody
looking at His Ilighness to-night would readily believe

that half a century "has passed-sinee he took his seat upon |
the Gadi. May I, while T am on this topie, go one step .,
further, and echo His Highness’ satisfaction that whereas,
since he came of age, the figure of Lis State’s revenue has

doubled, that of his own weight has decreased by half.

Your Highness has just spoken in the kindest terms '

of Lady Irwin and myself, and we both warmly appreciate
all you have said. 1 would also ask you to believe how

‘grateful we are for the hospitality with which you have
entertained us and for all .the trouble which you and
Your Highness’ officials have taken to make onr stay in '

Kapurthala so ecomfortable and pleasant.

The brief sketeh you gave us to-night, Your Highness, :
of the progress in internal administration during the last i

allowed for once at a State Banquet to make a remark on

60 years was enough to indicate the vast, 1mpzmementq :

which your rule has brought to the State. It i/ not for
me to follow you in detail through them, buf I know both

from my own personal observation and from what I have .

heard from my advisers, that Kapurthala ranks high

among the Indian States in the quality of its administra. .
tion. This, T bave no doubt, is largely dute’ 1o the sound. 4

principles upon which that administration is based, to
the keen interest whieh Your Highness has always taken
personally in State affairs, and to the attention to detail

which you apply in a remarkable degree to all that comes

under your supervision. Among the most valuable quali-
ties in any ruler are the faculty to choose wisely those’
to whom he entrusts responsibility, and the capaeity to
trust those whom he has so chosen., I know very well
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how much, as you have said, Your Highness’ State owes
to the ability and efficiency of your Chief Minister, Khan
Bahadur Abdul Hamid, who has enjoyed Your Highness’
confidence and filled this responsible post with success
and eredit for the last 12 yeurs,

Mo this high standard in the public service we must
largely attribute the peace and contentment which continue
to prevail in your State, and the harmony which exists
among the various seetions of your subjects. He is indeed
a happy man in India to-day who ean say that in his part
of the country no discord exists beiween the two great
‘eommunities, and I know that Your Highness will do
everything in your power to preserve this happy state of

“alfairs. It is a great pleasure to me to hear of the close
co-operation whieh has always existed between Your
Iighness and the British authorities. A striking example
of this was seen in 1923 when the storm centre of the Akali
trouble was mot far from your borders, and the Police
of Kapurthala played an important part in combating
sedition, and worked whole-heartedly in conjunction with
the Punjab Police in putting down the forces of lawlessness
and disorder. T sincerely hope that those troublous days
are past, never to return, but I know that, if need be, we
may always rely on Your Highness’ traditional friendship
to Government and loyalty to His Majesty the King-
Emperor. It is a matter of great satisfaction that Your
Highness’ State troops continue to maintain their high
reputation. The reports T receive of them are excellent
and speak of the fine quality of the troops and specially
of the proficiency they have attained in signalling. I
was greatly impressed by the turnout and general appear-
~ance of the Guards of Honour and Escort which I had
the pleasure of secing yesterday. Great credit is due to
the Durbar and to Your Highness personally for the
attention you have bestowed on this important part of
your administration, and I have no doubt that any future
L6PSY 46
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wntingency that may arise will find your State troops
as ready and fit to take the field as they have been in the
past. SNy

The question wliich Your Highness has fouched upon
of the future relations between the Government of* India’
and the Indian States is, ak you know, of deep concern to
me, and I ean assure you that I am most anxious if T can
to pave the way for a solution of this diffieult problem in
such fashion as may be to the satisfaction and the benefit
of both parties. Your IHighness has no doubt noticed
the announcement I made a few days ago at Rajkot that
the Seeretary of State has deeided to appoint a small
expert Committes which will be able to explore some of
the more technical ground by which this question is
surrounded. 1 am satisfied that Your Highness is right
in believing that the necessity of good intermal adminis-
tration is perhaps more vital to the States to-day than it
has ever been before, and T rejoice to know that Your
Highness so faithfully puts into practize the prineiples
you have enunciated to-night.

T have referred to the part Your Highness has played
in Tnternational politics. In a letter which I lately
received from Lovd Lytton, the leader of the Indian
delegation to the recent Assembly of the League of Nations,
lie spoke in the highest terms of the value of Your High-
fiess” presemce at Geneva this year. As you have just
said, your familiarity: with Buropean life and politics
stands you in good stead on such oceasions, and Tndia
has been fortunate in having as one of her represontatives
at Geneva for two suceessive years one who eould dispense
such sound sense within the Assembly Hall and such
princely hospitality outside.

Your Highness, it is now with very real and sincere
pleasure that T am able to announce publicly that His
Majesty the King-Emperor has been graciously pleased
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40 eonfer on you the Grand Cross of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire. I congratulate you most
heartily and with my own. congratulations I know that I
an associate those of the whole company here to- night.

- oIt adds to my pleasure that I should further be
wuthorised by IHis Majesty to announce this evening that
your Private Secretary, Sardar Muhabbat Rai, and your
Military Seeretary, Sardar Jarmani Dass, whose services
it Geneva were 1 know of the greatest value, have been
appointed. Officers of the same Most BExcellent Order.

I am glad to think that your long and successful
"ipet‘iod of rule, no less than the services you have rendered
“in ‘the cause of world peace, should have been recognised
‘by'such a high distinetion, and T am particularly gratified
‘that it should have been possible for me to make this

‘announcement on so memorable an oceasion as your Golden
Jubllee

Ladies and Gentlemen, T ask you to rise and drink the
health of our distinguished host Iis Highness the Maharaja
tof | Kapurthala, and awith the toast to offer him your
wongratulations on the well-won honour I have just
rannounced.

SOPENING OF THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIA-
TION BUILDING IN NEW DELHI.

. H. E. the Viceroy opened fhe Young Men’s Christian Associa- 3rd Decem-
~tion Building in New Delhi on the 3vd December with the follow- boi 1025
inz address =

Ladies and Gentlemen—I did not come here to-day so
much to make a speech as to gain for myself a personal
impression of the work which the Young Men’s Christian
Assoeiation have been performing and are yet to perform
in Delhi and to gain some acquaintance of the surround-
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ings and conditions in which the work will be carried on,
Lut T must say briefly what pleasuré it gives me to have
been invited to perform this ceremony to-day. For [ have
heard a good deal of the work which the Association have
for some years been carrying on in Delhi City, and I
am quite sure that, if this further development which we
are inaugurating to-day continues to follow the same
prineiples of co-operation and mutual service, it is destined
1o have a very real influence for good in the lives of many
present and future residents of New Delhi,

T think we must all have been struck by many features
of the statement which Mr. Singha made to us this after-
noon, perhaps most of all by the catholicity of membership
of the Delhi Young Men’s Christian Association. It shows
that there is plenty of common ground—the common
ground of humanity—on which people of all ereeds, if
they have the will, can combine, to the inestimable advant-
age of all. I believe it is a fact that mine-tenths of the il
subscriptions on which the Delhi Association depends come.
from those who are not Christians and that men of all
communities lend their services freely for the benefit of
their fellow-men without question of caste or creed.

Mr. Singha has mentioned the names of many gentle-
men who are in particular entitled to our gratitude for
all they have done in this work. I and all of us here to-day
echo all that he has said. e has not, however, said what
he himself has done, and I know that a great deal of the
success of the Delhi (ity Branch has been due to the single~
bearted enthusiasm with which he has carried out his own
onerous duties. I am very glad to think that the develop-
ment of this institution in New Delhi will be in such
capable hands as those of Mr. Singha and his many
devoted colleagues,
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Mr. Paul, whom I am very glad to welcome here to-day,
hag 'said that the Young Men's CUhrigtian Association does
not tolerate any partisan propaganda. I need hardly say
how heartily T endorse that principle. If it were other-
wise, indeed, 1 feel that the Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion in India would never have reaehed the position if
now holds throughout the country and could not for so
maty vears hayve performed ‘the admirvable work = of
which we aré all well aware,

The ideals which the Association sets before ifself are
not easy of achievement, but the path towards them lies
in one territory alone, the rcalm of unselfish and single-

minded devotion to a canse which is as wide ag humanity

ifself. TIun the pursuit of these ideals the Association can
have no enemies except the forces which are everywhere
at work to lead men to substitute manner ambitions of
self-interest or the like for the nobler purpose of service of
their fellows. So long as members of the Association are
true to these pringiples, there will be few guarters from
which they will not receive encouragement and good-
will

I will now ask your permission to open this new build-
ing. The fact that its eonstruetion, as Mr. Singha and
Mr. Paul have said, has been made possible by the
generosity of a well-wisher in Canada is in itself a symbol
of the all-embracing brotherhood of humanity. Let me
express our gratitude to Mr. Massey and to all those who,
by financial assistance or by personal service, have helped
te bring this building into existence, and to wish it and all
those connected with it all success and prosperity for many
years to come,
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ﬁﬂ;g?;fembarI)EPUTATION OF THE CALCUTTA MARWABI
e ASSOCIATION. il

His Kxcelleney the Vieeroy, in reply to the répresen-
tatives of ‘the Marwari Association, expressed his great
pleasure at meeting them. He said that few would deny
that industrial and commereial and business enferprise
was one of the foundations on which political life  way
built up and that one of the fests of any pnlitical:aji%m
was the scope it gave to the productive elements inga
country to flourish and extend themselves. Tle referved
to the wide commercial interests of the Marwaris and theit
consequent interest in political questions. Referring o
the statement of the deputation that Government was apt
to leave loyalists in the lurch and to bow to agitators, kHis
Excellency admitted a loud-spoken minority sometimes, got
more than its sharve of a hearing. This was partly; the
fault of those who are not artienlate enough. These were
days of organisation—in politics as well as in business
If the Marwari Association lacked political organisation
and power to make their voice heard and their «views
known, they ought to take steps to remedy this. They
‘must organise, and they might be assured that Governs
ment would mnever \underrate the well-being of the less
articulate eomraunities. They must, however, themselyes
be prepared to take their: part by plaecing themselves in.a
position to assert their wviews, whether to Governmment,
the Statutory Clommission or any other body.

His Exeellency then referred to the eriticisms against
the Statutory Commission. He said that though Indians
were entitled to say that a mistake had been made by
His Majesty’s Government, they had no right to say that
a caleulated affront had been intended. THe need hardly
say that His Majesty’s Government realised, to the full,
the need of the greatest possible goodwill between Britain
and India in their official, commercial and other relations.
His Excellency also said that thongh Indians might, if
they so thought, say that the ‘wrong method had. been
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léhogen of associating Indians with the Commission, they
kad no right to say that Indians were not being definitely
Jand ‘at ‘every stage associated. Ile said that the future
historian would pay little attention fo the personnel of
Ahie  Comimission ; he would lay great emphasis on the fact
#hat for the first time in the relations between Britain and
Endia representatives of the Indian Parliament had been
“itvited to confer with the representatives of the British
Parlianient. His Hxecellency went on to say that in the
‘tioxt few months everyone wotlld be called npon to decide
‘whether ot not they would support the Commission, 1t
Iwas no nse standing cut and giving no opinion at all ;
igveryone nmust range himself on one side or the other and
“he conld hardly doubt that everyone with & real stake in
“Ahe eountry, as they considered the issues involved, would
Irgdognise the necessity of doing everything in their power
“to ensure that the enguiry to be undertaken by the
‘Statutory Commission should be the means of assisting
“both Great Britain and India to form a wise and well-
Hounded judgment on these grave matters. In coneclusion
“Tlig Bxeellency again emphasised that the Marwari Asso-
eiation were themselves vesponsible for seeing that their
point of view was effectively presented.

OPENING OF THE *SIR LESLIE WILSON HOSPITAL”
~ _AND LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION-STONE OF
THE “SIR RANJIT SINHJI HIGH SCHOOL?” AT
BARIA.
In performing the above ceremionies at Baria on the 8th
December, His Excellency the Viceroy said :—

‘ATY

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen—The nature
of the double ceremony which Your Highness has asked
me to perform to-day has a signifieance which in these
“progressive times it is hardly necessary for me to emphasise,

L

Sth Deceml er
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It is a happy symbol of Your Highness' continuity of
purpose that as one building is completed the foundation-
stone of another is laid ; and the fact that one building
is a hospital and the other a school is in itself sufficient
evidence of Your Highness’ constant solicitude for' the
physical and intellectual well-being of the inhabitants of
Baria' State. I am glad of this opportunity of complying
with  Your Highness’ request and of being intimately
associated with institutions which will perpetuate the
names of Your Highness and of Eis Exeellency Sir Leslie
Wilson, whom T am proud to rank among my friends and
whose unfailing intereést in medical relief bas been of such
benefit to the Bombay Presidency during the past four
years. ik

I most heartily congratulate Your Highness on ‘the
successful completion of a new and well-equipped hospital.
The growing popularvity of medical institutions in this
State is a elear and weleome indication not only that th{_}
distrust of modern medicine is steadily diminishing, but
also that Your Hizhness' hospitals and dispensaries are
being rightly and efficiently administered for the people’s
good. This hospital, which T have no ‘doubt will elaim
Your Highness constant and watchful interest, ecannot
fail to remecy a sorely-felt need in your State, and I know
that many sufferers who would previously have been leff
to languish and to die will have cause in the future to be
deeply grateful to the enlightened benefactor who is their
Ruler. I am gratified to learn that the philanthropy of
Colonel Maharaj Naharsinhji and Mr. Harilal Pavekh is
to be commemorated by the thoughtful action of Your
Highness in associating for all time two wards of the
hospital with their memory,

I am well aware that Your Highness’ efforts in the
direction both of healing the bodies and of training the
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minds of your subjects have been hampered at every turn
by unusual obstaeles ; the vagavies of the climate, the
inaccessibility of many distriets of the State, the con-
‘servatism of }}'mﬂii- gentral population, leading them to
view new departures with suspicion, have made the intro-
duetion of modern medicing and progressive education
an ideal difficult of attainment. It ig all the more eredit-
_able to Your Highness that you have so far accomplished
j;'our desires ; indeed, the buildine of which T am to-day,
by Your Highness’ indulgence, to be privileged to lay the
foundation-stone will be the second High School in the
Baria State:” I hope and believe that in due eourse the
onward sweep of education will lead to a demand for yet
miore High Schools, and that Your Highness will have
occasion still further to add to their number at no very
distant date in the future.

L am interested to learn that education hoth primary
and secondary is free in Baria, and that there are also
~scholarships provided for deserving  students.  Your
Highness’ valuable scheme for giving to primary education
an_ agricultural tinge is the seed of a policy which will
prove its merit inereasingly as time goes on ; education ig
prineipally intended to fit a man to make the best of hiy
cenvironment, and I feel eonvineed that vocational train-
itig of the type that Your Highness has inangurated is of
exceptional importance in an agricultural country like
India. The eonception of the ‘¢ seholar-ploughman ”* is
far removed.from the old traditional hierarchy of medieval
India, with its high-caste landlord and low-caste tiller of
the soil ; but it is a conception w
with the ideals of modeérn denoer:
distinetions between man and man that exist fo-day. T
think perhaps one of the chiof contributory causes of the
middle elass employment; which is one of ‘the most
L6PSV a7

hich is more in keeping
ey than many arbitrary
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disquieting features of Indian life to-day, is the refusal
of the young man of education to return to his old village
and use his knowledge on the land, and I am glad to &ea
that Your Highness realises the necessity of equipping
the young idea in your State w ith a sound kuowledge of
the theory of farming. I am pleased to hear that the
consequence of transferring the control of educational
institutions to the State ten years ago has been to snmu_*
late the Durbar to great efforts in this dirvection ; Baria
has done well in accepting the option offered to all the
major btntcs in the Ageney of assuming their own respnn‘ﬁ-
bilities of seliool-inspeetion, and 1 trust that Your
Highness' officials will continue to prove themselves
worthy of the confidence that has been reposed in them.

T will now ask Your Highness’ permission to proce,eﬂ
to declare open the ‘¢ Sir Leslie Wilson Iospital '’ and
to lay the foundation-stone of the High School which n
to have the honour of bearing Your Highness’ name.

STATE BANQUET AT BARIA.

&th Decomber His Exeellency the Vieeroy delivered the following speceht
1927, at the State Banguet at Baria on the 8th December :—

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen~—It has given
Lady Irwin and myself, Your Highness, the greatest
pleasure to make the acquaintance of your State and its
people, and the interest of our visit here is enhanced by .
the knowledege that this pleasure and privilege have fallen
to the lot ¢f no previous Vieeroy. We thank yon frra‘ﬁe~
fully for the cordial weleome you have extended to s
and for the kind terms in which you have just spoken.
1 particularly value the assurance Your Highness has given
of the continued loyalty and devotion of yourself and
your people to His Majesty the King-Emperor, a loyalty
which has been proved in the past and will, T know, not
be found wanting in the future.



Spcecheé by Lord Irwin, 367

State Banquet at Baria,

1 am indeed, Your Highness, not unaware of the

history of your ancient House, of its conquest and rule
‘of Champaner, its struggle against invaders and neigh-
‘bouring enemies, and of the heroic deeds of your ancestors
of whom the chronicler has said that ‘' they were no un-
worthy scions of a race to which has been assigned the
palm of martial intrepidity among all the royal houses
of India . -
i A hundred and twenty-five years have passed since
‘Barja State first came into contact with the British power.
By that date Your Highness’ house had indeed lost some
of its old material possessions and no longer held sway over
the wide territories it had ruled in the past. Buf it had
lost none of its old independence and still earried its head
high, even as it does to-day.

Baria troops readily took the field in company with
the British against their common antagonists, and the
assistance they eagerly rendered during that troublous
period was acknowledged to be of the greatest vahae. That
tradition still stands firm. Your Xighness’ two platoons
of infanfry and troop of cavalry form a highly efficient
foree, well-run and keen on their work. Their turn-out
is reported to be excellent, and 1 am glad to hear that
they have made such a favourable impression when joining
in neighbouring manceuvres with units of the Indian Army.
1 am glad to know that we can trust to Your Highness to
turn out if need be such an efficient body of men, and
1 haye reason to believe that in the event of trouble Your
Highness and Your Highness’ brother would be found
at the head of your armed forces.

Your Highness has referred to the scheme you have
in mind to extend the cultivation of your State by the
donstruction of irrigation works, and T need hardly say
that I shall be keenly interested to hear whether your
investigations show that this is feagible. You have also
urged the necessity of building further feeder lines of
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railways. You may he aware that the question of rail-
way construction and development in the whole area in,
question is under examination by the Railway Board,
and an officer deputed by them for this purpose ha.s
recently visited the Ageney. My (fovernment is i'ully
alive fo the value of opening up country by means of.
railways, but you will realise that rival claims have ahuo
to bo considered. In the meantime, however, it is Satis-
factory to know that sanction has recently been given to
the construetion of a line from Piplod to Deugad Baria,

T have seen a long list, Your Highness, of the pro-
grogsive measures which you have earr ied out in your State
during your period of rule. I have referred carlier to-
day to your achievements in the realms of education and
medical velief. That you also have the agrieultural
prosperity of your subjects at heart is proved by the
revision of your system of taxation, your institution of a
Savings Bank for agriculturists, and your grant of
oceupaney rights in agricultural lands to cultivators.
Your interest in the promotion of industries and commerce’
and in the improvement of your towns and villages is'
patent too to the observer. I am particularly pleased that
Your Highness should have seen fit to mark the occasion.
of my visit by further action which will in due time enure
to the benefit of your subjeets. I have no doubt that you,
reap the reward of all these labours in the gratitude and.
inereased happiness of your people. i

Of Your Highness’ personal services to 'the Governs:
ment there is also mueh to say. In all emergencics you
have given proof of your praetical lovalty and aoxiety !
to serve the King-Emperor. You served in the Ctreat
War, and, if you had had your way, you would have been
found swith our recent defensive force in Shangbai. In
all ways indeed when opportunity offers T know that the
British Government can always count upon your \almble
assistance.
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: Oup stay in Baria has been regrettably short, and
we would  willingly have devoted more of onr time, if 1t
: had been puggible, to gaining a better acquaintance with
Your Highness’ Stage, We thank you sincerely for the
Hospitality you Lave shown us to-day, and we shall often
look back with pleagure to our visit.
" Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to rise and drink
%o the health and prosperify of Ilis Highness the Raja
~of Baria. (eI j

»
e

OPENING OF THE BOY S0pUTS JAMBOREE IN
. BOMBAY

Tn opening the Boy Seouts Jambiuyee in Bombay on the
1lth December, His Excellency the Viceroyr said

Brother Scouts.-~It gives me gt pleasure to be
among you all to-day and to take pa.t as Chief Scout
for India and Burma, in this Jamboree, which I believe
iy one of the biggest that has ever taken place in India.

T have been much struck by the growth of seouting
in India ever since I.became your Chiel Secyut, This
year's Census, which has just been completed, how @
total of over 108,000 Scouters and Scouts in Irww and
Burma, an inerease of nearly 25,000 in one year. In
the previous year the increase was almobst as great, so you
- may all feel certain that you are taking part in a move-
ment which has a great Tuture before it. And as numbers
have grown, so has efficiency.

I have inspected bodies of Scouts all over India, and
have always been impressed by their smartness and
keenness, and T am very pleased to see the fine and efficient
turn-out here to-day. But this Jamboree has a special
gignificanee. As Sir Chunilal Mehta has said, Secouts
from all the four corners of India have gathered together

11th Decems
ber 1027.
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liere, of many different races and creeds. And this gnthers

ing is therefore significant as a symbol of the brotllﬂ'hﬂ?_d_

of Seouts all over India,—a brotherhood whiet, a8 _5“'

Chunilal Mehta bas well said, revives the hest traditions

of the old teaching of India. And as Scowdts are brothers
all over India, so are they brothers all @ver the British |
Empire. ;

Many of you, I have no doubt, are NOW Secing Bombay
for the first time. You will carry.back to your homes
a wonderful picture of a great cit¥, 8 great harbour, of
erowded streets and shipping from all over the world.
But another impression which I hope you will earry away
from this Jamboree is ap increased realisation of the
brotherhood of all Scout A scout is a Secout all the
world ‘over ; anything yeu do as Seouts in your own par-
ticular troop or asso~lation affects the credit of Scogt_g.
all over India.

That is one th g you should take away from this
Jamboree with yon. Another, T hope, is the determing-
tion to remember and adapt anything you have learnt
from other Scowts whom you have met here. I have no
doubt each -troop has been comparing itself with its
neighbours, thinking that in such and such a way its
own -tun;..out is the best. That is as it should be ; pride
In oypeelf is the basis of all self-respect. But this does
not mean that you hawe nothing to learn from others,
and I feel sqre that one result of this Jamboree will be

an inerease of efficiency in Scouting far outside the limits
of Bombay itself.

Before T say goodbye, T wish to express my gratitnde
to your Provineial Chief Scout, His Excellency Sir Lieslie
Wilson, for allowing me the privilege of opening  this
Jamboree to-day. I know well how much Seonting 'in
Bombay owes to Sir Leslie Wilson, and how fortunate you
are in having a Chief Scout who himself is hoth a boy
and a Scout at heart. T must thank you too, Sir Chunilal
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Mehta, and Mr, Venkateswaran and your lieutenants for
all the trouble you have taken to make this great gathering
A Sudceess.

Brother Scouts I'wish you all goodbye and good luck,
and all suceess both now and throughout your lives.

MILLOWNERS ASSOCIATION DINNER, BOMBAY.
12th Degern:

The following reply was made by His Excelleney the Viceroy ber 1027
6 the foast of hiz health at the Millowners Association Dinner
at/ Bombay on the 12th December i~

My, Chairman and. Gentlemen.—It is a real pleasure
to me to be here to-night as your guest and I wish. to
express my sincere gratitude for the cordial manner in
which you have all responded to the foast which the
Chairman has just proposed. As you have just said,
My, Chaivman, it has generally been the role of Bombay
in the past to weleome the coming and to speed the parting
Viceroy, secing little of him in mid-carecr. 1 do not
know what reasons foreed my predecessors to take this
sulf-denying ordinanee, but I do not think we need snspect
them of any deliberate design to avoid your city except
on two oceasions, on the threshold of office when a man
is still immune from erificism, or, as some might say,
when as yet he had had no opportunity of doing wrong,
and at the close of office, when he can speedily leave
eriticism behind, or when his opportunities of wrong-
doing in India ave on the point of being finally
extinguished. The true reason, I faney, was that eaclt
Viceroy like a gourmet keeps the tit-bit to the end. BEver
gince 1 eame to India T decided to visit Bombay as soon
as I eould and T am very glad that my hopes in this
matter have been so pleasantly fulfilled. There is, apart
from all other considerations, the vital importance of
your city to India and the Empire. It was no bad bargair
which the King of England made in 1661 when he took
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the island as part of the dowry of a Princess. You will
agree that—in 20th Century jargon—it was ‘some’
wedding present., e seems; however, to have been less
prudent a year or two later, when he sold it to the Hast
- India Company for ten pounds, This, T need hardly tell
you, was before the Union with Seotland, but I quote ‘it
as an early example of the solicitude which the British
Government have always shown for the Bombay business
man., Sinee that somewhat indiffevent bargain, Bembay
has mever looked back. Her prosperity has gradually
inereased, now slowly now apaee, and the result to-day
is a great eity with a great publie life undex the inspiration
of great leaders, some of whom, like the late Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta, are no Jonger with us, and many of
whom I am glad to see here to-night.

As Mr. Mody bas hinted, yours is a city which has
ever made a ready response to any demand on its generosity
of publie spirit ; one calls to ntind the princely benefactions
of the late Sir Dinshaw Petit, and the untiring activity
in publie and private Tife of that grand old man of Indian
polities, Sir Dinshaw Wacha, In all this building up
of your City’s position, the deciding factor hag been the
eo-operation or friendly rivalry of Indian and European
merchants working side by side. I doubt whether any
other eity in the world eontains so many disfinet natiomal
types or is so enfirely casmopolifan i character, as your
Chairman has observed ; and each section of the community
has played its individual part in making Bombay what
she is to-day. 1 think I may say that the mffuence of
Bombay in India, in whatever field of ifs many-sided
activities, whether politi¢s, or finance, or sport, is diffieult
1o exaggerate and is, I sometimes suspeect, a good deal
greater than yotur natural modesty perniits you to believe,

In the creation of this position, I cant assure you, I
am not blind to what has been due fo the great mill
industry, whieli is to & great extent the foundation of
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Bombuy § prosperity, and of that of a greﬁt part of the

Ceountry as well. Vast numbers of people are to-day

(supported directly or indireetly by the industry—in the
Afactory: or the field, at.'the loom or at the plough, all
‘making their contribution to, and in turn reacting to, the
reeonoxic needs of a world of “which all the parts arve
ibecoming  daily more interdependent. Your size and
simportance render you 1:e.‘sponsihle_fnr large numbers of |

wpusiness that has ereated this human concentration, and
1. would ask you to use all your influence to the end of
tbringing all members of your Association' to recognise
the moral obligation that rests on them in such matters
'as housing, health ‘and general welfare of their workers,

.+ I appreciate how much many of you have done and
-are doing to-day, but the surface of the pmb]em Is only
(geratched, and the health and mortality figures of your
\eity are a grim reminder both of how many-sided the
‘problem is and bow far we yet are from being able to
-congratulate ourselves upon the results of the efforts made.
. I know very well the difficulties, but every year that vasses

- pwill see the civilised comscience of the world more and

more aroused upon these matters, and it behoves us all,
officials and unofficials, to keep them constantly before
wour minds, You will not however, I know, expeet me to
-eompare the importance of the industry with that of
gther Indian enterprises or to say at this moment when
oI am. just about to leave the port for the starboard side
wof India, whether cotion or jute is my favourite flower.
Still, leaving aside comparisons, all the world knows what
a great structure the Bombay mill industry has become,
and it is a structure which conld not have been built
without each community taking its share in the work,
It stands to-day as a concrete proof of what well-diveefed
energy can achieve,
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I do not propose to say much about the present
position of the mill industry to-wmight. Business would
not be business but for its periodical ups and downs, and
a temporary set back was perhaps to be expeeted after
the feverish aetivity and soaring prices of the Great War.
I am confident of the industry’s ability to overcome its
difficulties for T know that yonr Asseciation will never
spare time ox trouble to promote the best interests of this
great trade. Of my Government 's good-will and sympathy
vou need never be in deubt, and I canunot help referring
here to the friendly battles which have beext waged on
this subjeet during the past year. In the first place ¥
would say that after all that has happened it is very
forgiving and gemerous of your Asseciation to entertain
me like this. I almost feel that you are heaping coals
of fire on my head, for your deputation left Simla last
summer having obtained, possibly as mueh as you expeeted,
but certainly not as much as you would have liked. But
in spite of that you are returning fhe compliment by
plying me with all that hospitable Bombay ean offer.

The same friendly spirit has, I am glad to say,
charaeterised all the diseussions which have faken place
between your representatives and the spokesmen of
Government, Mr. Mody has referred to his consistently
cordial relations with Sir George Rainy, though, indeed
I am not prepared to shoulder respousihility for Sir
George’s behaviour at the Committee fable of which yoit,
Mr. Chairman, have faken note : the joint liability of
my Counecil does mnot go as far as that [ At the same
time I wonder whether you may nof occasionally think
that his wide experience i Tariff Enquiries makes him
more diffieulf to convinee than might De the case with
one who had not served this arduous appremticeship. A
President of the Tariff Board turned Memntber of Counecil
is not altogether unlike a poacher turned gamekeeper.

As an indication of the co-operation between the
Government and Millowners, T might mention the Frade

r
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Mission which is shortly to be sent to eertain countries
to review theiv possibilities as markets for Indian cotton
goods, and to make recommendations for the encounrage-
ment of the export of cotton manufactures from India.
I have every hope that this construective effort to assist
the cotton export trade will bear valuable fruit, and I
am glad that a representative of your Association hag been
able to lend his services for this important Mission.

. I am very glad that T have been able to extend the
{riendships I made in Simla last summer by meeting
tonight so many leading mill-owuers. For there ig
nothing so valuable as personal eontact in making each
side realise the other’s difficulties ; we are sometimes apt
to imagine that, whatever the obstacles that may stand
in our own path, the way of others is smooth or would
be if they were only reasonably intelligent ! 1If is, T think,
very often in friendly intercourse like that of to-night
that we arrive at a fuller understanding and appreciation
of one another’s point of view.

Before I sit down, My, Chairman, T must say how
cordially T wish your Association and the industry it
represents a long life of continued and inereasing pros.
perity. Your Assoeiation is valuable not only to your-
selves ; it is also a great asset to the Government of India,
There is hardly a single important question connected
with industries, factory legislation or labour during the
past fifty years in which the Government has not been
assisted by the considered views of the mill-owners of
Bombay. Your members have played and are playing a
eonspicuous part in Imperial, Provincial and Municipal
Administration, and T am sure that Sir Cowasji Jehangir
and Sir Chunilal Mehta are all the more useful members
of His HExeellency the Governor’s Executive Council for
having been Members of the Committee of your Association,

In thavking you again therefore for your hospitality
to-night I trust that the future will see a continuanes of
these happy relations between Government and the

¢
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leaders of the mdustly you represent, and that we may

continue to count on the same assistance and advice 1'18" R

we have in the past received from the Mlll_ownc_fs i
Association. it i i
OPENING  OF THE TANSA  COMPLETION W’ATT‘ R
WORKS AT BOMBAY.

The following 18 His HExeellency the Vicern}fs’; spewh,' \#Eiﬁ‘h
was read by His Bxcelleney the CGovernor of Bumbay, meg
to the indisposition of the Vieeroy, at the opening of the ’I‘ausiu )
Completion Water Works at Bombay on the 13th December -~ |

Mr, President and Gentlemen~The = first pnhhc
function in which I had the privilege to take part on my
arrival in India lasf year was to receive an address of
welcome from the Municipal Corporation of this city. I
said then that I hoped at no distant date to make myself
acquainted at first hand with some of the problems with
which the Corporation was grappling and see the improve-
ments which they were carrying out. Your kindness has
enabled e to realise this hope and to have the privilege
of taking part in the final stage of the great scheme we
are inaugurating to-day., I must thank you, Mr,
President, and all the members of the Municipal Corparas
tion of Bombay, for inviting me to perform this ceremony,
on which T shall always look back with interest 'and
pleasure. The history of this seheme and of its prede-
cessors which you, Mr. President, have just given us, is
proof of the vital mecessity of an inereased water supply
to Bombay. In a modern city like this we are apt some-
times to take as a matter of course the great public services

~of water-supply, lighting, conservancy, and other con

veniences which mean so much to our daily health and
enmfort, and to forget the cave and thought which were
devoted by men of foresight and technical skill to the

. inception, the eonstruction and the maintenance of publie

works of this character. But I know that every resident
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‘of this Mumnicipality will agree with me when I say that
ther owe the Corporation a real debt of gratitude for
having undertaken and carried through this important
seheme,

- In the construetion of these works the Corporafion
are the first to acknowledge the great assistanee given to
them by the Covernment, especially in eonnection with
“the building of the Kasheli Bridge. The original promise
of H lakhs made by Government was, as time went on,
found to be quite inadequate for this vital part of the
scheme, and finally their contribution was-raised to about
14 lakhs of rupees. The work from beginning to end, I
believe, eost nearly 5 crores, and I think that this must
be perhaps the biggest work of its kind ever undertaken
in India by any body other than Government. I am told
‘that the complete system of pipe lines embody a mass of
material greater than that employed in any other water
works in  the world, mnot even excepting America.
"Whether that home of giant enterprises would admit thig
elaim, I cannot say, but I state it as evidence of the
spacious and farsighted ideas which actuate your
Corporation in their schemes for the development of the
city and the welfare of its inhabitants. I will now ask
your permission to declare open the Tansa Completion
Works, and in doing so wish them all success.

BANQUET TO HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF
_ A]i‘GHAhISTAN AT BOMBAY,

Owing to His Excellency the Viceroy's indisposition, His
Excellency the Governor of Bombay read ont the speech which
the Viceroy intended to deliver at the Banquet given in honour
of His Majesty the King of Afghanistan at Bumbay on the 14th
December.

The following is Iis Excellency the Governor’s speech :——

Your Majesty—IL have to express to you, Your
Majesty, on behalf of s Excellency the Viceroy and

ber 1927,
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Governor-General of India, His Excelleney’s sincere and
deep regret that severe indisposition has prevented him
from being present in person to greet Your Majesty on
your official arvival in Bombay and has been the
unfortunate cause of his absence from this Banquet to-
night, His Excellency has asked me to express, in his
own words, the welecome which he offers to Your Majesty
on hehalf of India ;— '

We have to-day played our part in the making of
history. For to-day it has been our privilege to welcomu
His Majesty King Amanulla on the opening stage of that
great journey to foreign countries across the seas which,
first of the Rulers of Afghanistan, he has set before
himself, Warm is the weleome which India tenders to
her Royal neighbour—a welcome prompted by feelings
of friendship towards his kingdom and by admiration for
its Ruler, who within so short a span of years bas done
so much to develop and invigorate his country. I envy |
His Majesty the enjoyment of the panorama of country
after country that will unfold itself before him, and hig
interchange of ideas with the Rulers and statesmen of
many nations. But the road in front of him is a long
one. Nothing but a high sense of patriotism could have
inspired the resolve to sustain its hardship and fatigues.
And, if India has been enabled to contribufe fo the comfort
of His Majesty and Her Majesty the Queen on the first
stage of this memorable journey, India will account it her
good fortune. His Majesty on leaving these shores will
earry with him India’s good-will. May he carry with
him also pleasant recollections of his short sojourn amongst
us.  And now I bid you join with me in drinking to the
health of His Majesty King Amanulla, Xing of Afghan-
istan, wishing him a pleasant stay in our midst, a fair
and prosperous journey across the seas and beyond, and
a safe refurn in fulness of time to Afghanistan, long to
rule to the enduring kenefit of his people.
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/ BANQUET AT REWA,
His Excellency the Viceroy delivered the following speech
at the Banguet at Rewa on the 9th January —

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 must thank gth Janvary
Your Highness very warmly for the cordial welcome you 1928,
have just offered to Lady Irwin and myself, and I can
assure you that both my medical adviser and 1 have
listened with gratitude and interest to the reference Your
Highness was good enough to make to the indisposition
whiceh at one time threatened to forbid my visit. It is my
privilege also to acknowledge the sentiments of loyalty to
His Majesty the King-Emperor to which Your Highness
has given expression, It has also given me greal pleasuro
to be assured by Your Highness of the friendly assistance

_ which you have always received from those officers of
Government who have been associated with your State.

We have just listened to a most interesting specch.
1 always welcome surveys, such as Your Highness has
given us, of the administrative history of Indian States,
for they lend an added meaning to much that I see and

kear during my visits and give me, as Your Highness has
gaid, an insight into the aspirations and difficulties of
{he Ruler himself. I know well that Your Highness’
task, as Ruler of Rewa, is no light one. Thy vast. area
of the State, the backwardness of many portions of it,
Cand the comparatively small vevenue available are
factors in a problem which is by no means easy of solu-
tion. One great difficulty is, I know, the mistrust, sharved
by many of your people, of many of those new elements
in modern life which may mean the gradval disappear-
ance of old customs in & State, the disturbance of the
plaeid contentment of its people, the loss of isolation and
aloofness from the outer world. It is seldom that any
one views without regret the passing of the old order of
things, and I know that Your Highness has sometimes to
take a d_iﬂicult choice between respect for ancestral ways
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of life and the relentless logic of modern progress. But
you have, I believe, marked out for yourself the course .

of obvious wisdom, to welconie and encouragze the fors

ward movement in your State, and to lead it clreums-—"__.-

pectly  along lines suited to its environment. L dna
approaching yowr task you have youth, intelligence and
physical energy on your side, and T think that we _biivﬂ _
every ground for hope that your reign will be a _mo__st','._

memorable one in the annaly of Rewa, and that yoa will: 0
guide the forfunes of your State successtully through o

the difficulties which must always be associated with a
period of awakening and develobment.

I am well aware of the personal interest Your 1ligh-

ness takes in the administration of your State and of the!
example you set by hard work and simple living, and I,

know that, it T offer Your Highness advice on one or two)
aspects of your dutics as Ruler, you will appreciate that

it is given with the sole purpose of assisting you to
achieve the objeets which you have already set before .
yourself. Tn particular T wish fo stress the importance .

of maintaining the efficiency. of the public services in

your Stafe—whether administrative or ' judicial, Owver-
centralisation in any sphere- of publie life seldom stands
the test of time, and perhaps the most solid frame-work

a State can have is a well-qualified and well-paid persorinel

in its public services, fit to be given a full measure of ras-
ponsibility themselves, and who may be trusted to give
their orders, their decisions' or their adviece without
fear or favour, and with a single eye to justivs and fair!!

. - . -
play. It isnot always easy to find this matevial ready tor

your hand, and I helieve that hitherto, owing perhaps in
part to the lack of educational fucilities, the local supply i

of competent officials in Rewa has been insufficient to

meet the demands of your public serviee. From this

point of view alone Your Highness will realise the import-

ance of encouraging education of the right sort within
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your territories. Some time, T know, must elapse before
edueational faeilities in Rewa can reach  the standard
already attained in most other parts of India, but I feel
‘gure that mueh in the meantime might be done to
stimulate educational progress among your subjects and
to associate them more closely with the higher branches
of the administration by selecting some of the most
promising of them for education and training in British
India. Most countries have learnt by experience the
value of a generous system of State scholarships, and I
think it possible that Your Highness would find any ex-
penditure in this divection well repaid by the results.

Your Highness has spoken to-night of the possible
development of the mineral resources of your State. I am
in/full sympathy with this desire and I ean assure you that,
if expert advice is required, the Government of India will
be prepared to help in every possible way. At the same
time we have to gnard against the delusion that mineral
wealth has only to be tapped to bring prosperity and im-
orovement to the whole country side, and I know that
Yonr Ilighness will net put too great a trust in the
yrogpeet of sudden and easy enrvichment.  More important,
more permanent, and in this sense I might say a Dbetter
investment, than development of material resources ig
the development of your human resources, and I have
no doubt that Your Highness is alive to the necessity of
pursuing a policy which will lead to the progress and
contentment of your people as a whole. Your State,
. like the great majority of India, is so lavgely dependents
upon agriculture that a sound agrieultural policy will
probably be of more benefit than anything else to the
people, and in a sound egricultural policy I inelude the
improvement of cattle, an ebject which must carry a
very special appeal to the heart of every Hindu Ruler.

I can assure Your Highness that the Government of
India sympathise with your anxiety for the development
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of railway communications in your State, and it was &
matter for regret that it was not possible to find a suits
able route for the Central India Coalfields railway within
Your Ilighness’ territory. As Your Highnesg knows, new
alignments have mnow been proposed from Katni 1o
Sangrowli through the coalfields and from Maihar ‘to
Mauganj through Rewa, and an estimate has been made of
the cost of engincering surveys of these lines, Before im-
curring this expenditure, however, the Railway Boeard
have decided that it is necessary to make an investigation
into the traffic prospeets of these lines, in order to ' geg
what return would be likely on the eost of construeting
them, The result of this enquiry is still awaited. ’

Betore I conclude I must pay a tribute to the measu:{e
ol achievement which has already been accomplished by
Your Highness, particularly the improvement of communi-
cations, the land revenue setflement, the reorganisation of
the Police and Medical Departments and the building up
of a reserve fund If this rate of progress is continued,
Your Highness will be able, at the end of the long reign
which we all hope and believe to lie before you, to look
back on a truly remarkable caréer of usefulness and
service to India and to the people committed to_you'_r'.'
charge. i

Ladies and Gentlemen, T now ask vou to rise to drink
to the health of our host His Highness the Maharaja of
Rewa,

BANQUET AT JODHPUR.

His Excellency the Viceroy delivered the following speech
at the Btate Banguet at Jodhpur on the 24tk January :— i

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—Lady Irwix,’i
and I thank Your Highness warmly for the cordial
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weleome you have extended to us, and for all the care
and forethought which has been taken to make our stay
in Jodhpur so happy and enjoyable. Hspecially do I wel-
come the opportunity which this visit affords of gaining a
more intimate acquaintance with the Princes and peoples
of Rajputana and of seeing for myself a country so
famous in history and so charming in its scenery. I doubt
whether in any part of this great continent the contrast
between the past and the present ereates a more vivid im-
pression upon the mind. Here in Jodhpur the rose-red
fort stands, a romantic and picturesque sentinel over the
plains of Marwar. Its massive architecture reflects the
stubborn spirit of its builders, and every stone speaks
of the brave deeds of Your Highness’ ancestors in the
wars which fill so many pages in the history of this
country-side. Below it the eye travels over the town of
which it was once the protector, but which has now spread
far beyond the circle of its gmardian walls and whose
. railway, electriec power house, schools and hospitals are
vigible signs of a modern progressive administration.

Over a century has passed since Your Highness’ an-
cestor first entered into treaty relations with the British
Government, and in the years that have elapsed, as Your
Highness has reminded mie, the Jodhpur house has main-
tained its reputation for unswerving loyalty to the Crown.
1 prize most highly Your Highness’ renewed assurance of
fidelity to the traditions of your house. Practical ex-
pression was given to these traditions in the great war
by the assistance rendered by the fine regiment of Lanecers
which I had the pleasure of reviewing to-day. Of the
honourable distinetion then gained by it Your Highness
has good reason to be proud, and I have no doubt that,
should occasion ever arise, the battalion of Infantry
which Your Highness has lately raised under your
personal supervision would give an equally good account
of itgelf.

Speeches by Lord Irwin. 388
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The name of Sir Pertab Singh who took the Jodhpur
Lancers first to France and then to Palestine is a house-
hold word throughout the British Empu'e, and it is not
necessary for me here to recall the services he rendtered to
“the Jodhpur State, or his lifelong devotion to the Brltlsh
{Crown. X

Your Highness has refr.uned from any attempt fo'
survey the administration during the four yeurs which' |
have elapsed sinee you were invested with ruling powers,
Lut happily the veil, which your modesty has drawn’
over your achievements, has been lifted for me, and T
have learmt with pleasure that these four years have
been marked by commendable aetivity in all ‘branches
of the administration. Many new primary schools and
an excellent High School have been added to the eduea-
tional institutions of the State, I much regret that time
would not allow of my paying a personal visit to the latier
and to the Rajput school at Chopasni which has done and
is doing such notable work for the education of Rajputs.
Considerable progress has also been made with the eon-
struction of a mew Hospital whieh, when finished, will, ¥+
understand, challenge comparison with any institution oft
its kind in Tndia. At the same time, by spending ]arﬂ'e o
sims on extensions and improvements to the State . |
railway, Your Highness has shown that you Tecog-
nise what a valuable asset good railway communica-
tions are, both in facilitating the work of administration
and in promoting the social and economic development
of the State. Not only has it been unnecessary to ﬁnance
these projects by raising a loan but, despite this con-
siderable expenditure, the invested funds of the State
have actually been inereased. I congratulate Your High-
ness on this vecord of progress and on the careful
administration which has maintained your State in such
a sound finanecial position.
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I sympathise with Your Highnegs’ anxiety lest your
railway system which has been built up with such fore-
sight and energy should be adversely affected by the con-
struction of a broad-gauge connection between Karachi
and Agra. Thiy important scheme is now again to be
examined. Much will of course depend on the alignment
eyventually selected. Should the project materialise, Your
Highness may rest assured that every endeavour will be
made to reconcile conflicting interests and to evolve a
scheme which will provide the facilities demanded by a
growing port like Karachi without neglecting the rights
of existing railway systems.

. Your Highness’ reference to the agricultural condi-
tions in Marwar touches a subject in which I am deeply
interested. 1 have learnt with great satistaction of the
energetic measures which are being taken for the improve-
ment of the methods of agrieulture in Marwar, and I
- was muech impressed by the show of horses and cattle,
especially of the famous Nagore breed, which I saw on
Monday afternoen. In a eountry which hy its nature is
pastoral rather than arable, experiment and researeh with
the objeet of developing the hest breeds of sheep and cattle
‘will, I Teel eonvinced, well repay the trouble and money
expended on them.

I trust that the labonrs of the Royal Commission on
Agrieulture will result in the introduction of more scien-
tific methods in an industry which is the central economis
factor of life in India and the importance of which Your
Iighness has recognised in your philanthropie proposal
to endow a chair of agrienlture at the Benares Hindu
Yniversity and seholarships for the study of veterinary
and agricultural science. T accept with the warmest
pleasure Your Highness’ suggestion that the chair and
scholarships should be endowed in my name.
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Your Highness has referred to the geographical and
economie links which bind together British India and the
Indian States and to the reactions whieh constitutional
advance in British India may have on the position of the
States. Your Highness is aware that a Committee undm.'
the Chairmanship of Sir Harcourt Butler is now enquiring
nto certain aspeets of the relationship between ‘the
Paramount Power and the States, and T hope and believe
that this enquiry will provide us with a sound basis on
which we shall be able in due time to build. 'In
the meantime T will only say that I believe with Your
Highness that, if there be on both sides good-will and a
ecommon desire to find for the varions problems a solution
which will conduee to mutual prosperify and progress,
we can face without anxiety whatever the future may
have in store.

I feel that T cannot let this occasion pass wﬁhrn;t
making reference to Your Highness’ generous support
of the Avmy in India Polo Team in their endeavour to
retrieve the International Polo Cup from America. But
for Your Highness’ loan of some of your finest polo ponies,
apart from your financial assistance, it would have been
difficult to send a team to America at all. Though they
did not meet with the suceess we had hoped for, we all

admire the gallautry of their effort against oppomnents

who, on the play, would appear to have been invincible.

I desire in conclusion to express my gratitude to
Wour Highness for your appreciation of my endeavour
as Vieeroy to gain an intimate personal acquaintance
with the Ruling Princes of India and their States, their
problems and. aspirations. i

In the short time I have been in Jodhpur I have seen
ample evidence that Your Highness’ solicitude for fthe
welfare and prosperity of your subjeets has already won
for you an assured place in ther affection and esteem.
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This should be alike the pride and the reward of every
ruler who has the interests of his State at heart. With
:t]_m rapid spread of eduecation the problems which the
'Prjnces of India have to solve are daily becoming more
gomple't, eriticism of their administration more and more
ingistent, and the highest standard of government more
,gem,rally demanded by public opinion. It is wise to re-
cognise and not to ignore the forees which are at work,
and to realise that a Prince who neglects te discharge
:‘\ch humanity and justice the sacred trust which he has
inherited is not only sacrificing the interests of his sub-
1«%1‘; and his State, but is weakening the position of the
n)rdnr to whi:h he has the honour to belong, and is failing
|1_11_ his ducy of co-operation for the moral and material
"advancement of India as a whole.

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 now ask you to rise to drink
to the health of our host His Highness the Maharaja of
dodhpur.

BANQUE'T AT UDATPUR.

_ The following is His Excellency the Viceroy’s speech at o4 yoro

‘the State Banquet at Udaipur on the 27th Jannary :— ary 1928,
 Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—I rise to offer

my cordial thanks to Your Highness on behalf of Lady

(Irwm and myself for the kind terms in which you have
proposed our health, and to my fellow guests for the

“way in which they have honoured ijt.

1 Tdaipur and the Mewar State are places of which

one may truly say that ‘‘ their fame has gone out intfo all

“lands ?>.  Nobody who has heard of India has not heard

also of the picturesqueness of Your Highness’ State and

the beauty of your capital, or of the fame of its Ruling

House in the annals of Indian history. Nobody who

yisits India would think his visit complete were he not !

40 see for himself this home of ancient Rajput chivalry.

il



Spoeches by Lord Irwin,

Banquet at Udaipur.

It swas therefore with peeuliar pleasure that I roceived
Your Highness’ invitation, beeause it gave me an oppor-

tanity not only of secing for myself this famous city, but

also of drawing closer my personal relations with a Ruler

who is held in deep respect by the Princes and peopleés

of Rajputana. It was a further pleasure to me that, as

Your Mighness has said, my visit should eoineide with

a year of excellent mongoon which has ensured pﬁent}* axrd

eontentment for the ensuing season,

In these last two days the charm of TUdaipur has
indeed cast ifs spell npon us. In surroundings sueh ‘as
“these, pictures of its ancient glories, sfories of its old
struggles and triumphs come up casily before the mind,
and we look forward with keen aaticipation to seeing the
scene of some of its most famous exploits when we vigit
Chitor on  Sunday. The story of Chitor and of Yonr
Elighness’ House eovers many pages of Rajput History,
and great must be your pride to reflect that, after the
vieissitudes of 12 cenfuries, the fortress still remains in
the hands of a divect descendant of Bapa Rawal. Your
Highness” Tof, has fallen in less warlike times, hut that
the old Sisodia spirit is still undimmed i elear from the
unabated zest shown by the sportsman of necarly four
score years who is still able to endure the rigours of an
Indian Summer day with the youngest of his staff and
to bring down his tiger at the end of it.

Your Highness has alluded: to the friendship of
Maharana Sarup Singhji. We shall never forget the
steadfast Toyalty of Your Highness® great predecessor
at that critical time, perhaps the most critical which the
British power in India has ever had to face, and I rejoice
to think that the cordial relations then subsisting
between my countrymen and Mewar continue firm fo this
day.

Let me step, Your Iighness, for a moment from the
past to the present. Changes are taking place in the
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India of to-day, so rapid and momentous as to demand
most’ careful vigilance and statesmanship on the part
of all who are responsible for the administration of any
portion of this great continent. 1 feel confident that
Your Highness, while preserving all that is best in the
0ld, will with the well-known loyalty of your house do
all that is in your power to assist in the solution of the
many difficult problems that loom on the horizon.

g T will not detain Your Highness longer except to
thank you cordially for your prinecely hospitality and to
give you an assurance of our deep appreciation of your
kindness. Liadies and Centlemen, I ask you to join
with me in drinking the health of our most distinguished
“ host, His IHighness Maharana Sir Flateh Singhji Bahadur
-of Udaipur.

ADDRESS TO THE COMBINED LEGISLATURES.
His Excellency the Vieeroy addvessed the ¥Houses of
Legislature on the 2nd February 1928 as follows :—

Gentlemen~With the exception of one - topie to
«whieh I will return later in my speech, I do not propose
to-day to deal with all the various important subjects
which are likely to come before you for consideration this
isession.  But there are one or two matters to swhich I
think it is proper that I should make brief veference.

Our relations with Foreign States along our great
dand frontier, from Persia in the west to Siam in the east,
eontinue, I rejoice to say, very cordial in character.
India has been honoured by a public visit from Iis
Majesty the King of Afghanistan on his way to Furope,
~and the warmth of his welcome by Government and
people alike was evidence of the links of friendship and
common interest that bind the iwo. countries together.
It was a mafter of mueh disappointment to me that indis-
position debarred me from active participation in the

L6PSV 60
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weleome, to His Majesty. My disappointment was no
less great that indisposition should have robbed me of the
pleasure of making the personal ncquaintance of that
sagacious statesman His Highness the Prime Minister of
Nepal, now in Caleutta on a visit which only the state
of his health precluded from being a public visit and
which I trust will soon lead to a complete restoration of
his normal vigour. sy

1 pass from the subject of India’s external relations
with her territorial meighbours to mention recent events
affecting the position of Indians overseas, Hon’blé
Members will have observed with great satisfaction "th*_e
eordial spirit in which the appointment of the Right
Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri, as our Agent in South Africa,
has been from the first received both by the Union Gov-
ernment and by the various seetions of the public, both
European and Indian, in that country. Since his arrival
our Agent has performed invaluable work in econsolidating
the friendly relations between the two countries, in stimus
Jating among the Indian settlers the desire for self-help,
and in promoting between Europeans and Indians in
South Africa a eclearer perception of mutual obligations.
He has realised the highest expectations of those who,
appreciating his capacity and gifts, expected most from
him, and there is therefore every reason to hope that
questions which are still outstanding or may arise in the
future will be harmoniously adjusted.

Indians in East Afriea have also recently claimed the
special attention of my Gtovernment and of Hon’ble
Members. Acting on a suggestion of a representative
deputation of the Legislature which waited on me in
Simla last September, my Government have recently sent
Kunwar Maharaj Singh and Mr. Ewbank to assist the
Indian communities concerned in conneetion with the
Commission, which has been deputed by His Majesty’s
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Government to examing locally certain aspects of future
poliey. Our representatives have already made a rapid
four of the territories in which Indian interests are im-
portant, and are now working there in c¢lose relations
with the aceredited leaders of Indian opinion. Hon'ble
Members may feel confident that any ecase which the
Indian settlers may desire to advance will be effeciively
presented, and ean count upon careful consideration at
the hands of the Commission,

sl I now turn to the major political question which it
is neeessary that 1 should ask you to examine in greater
detail, Binee 1 lust addressed the Tegislature, His
Majesty’s CGovernment have, as Hon’ble Members are
_mware, taken certain decisions in connection with the
Statutory Commission, which are of vital concern to
Jndia. = Circumstances made it impossible for me to an-
mounce these decisions to the Legislature, as I should
raturally have wished to do, and I therefore avail myself
of this, the earlicst convenient occasion, to make some
observations in regard to them.

1 need not recapitulate what I said in my statement
of November 8th. That statement gave at length  the
«reasons which had promoted His Majesty’s Government
‘1o aceelerate the date of the enquiry and to appoint a Par-
liamentary Commission. Tt outlined the proposed
procedure at the various stages, and indicated broadly
‘the lines on which His Majesty’s Government hope "to
unite the best efforts of the chosen representatives of
India and Great Britain in the wise ordering of Tndia’s
future. Within the general framework as there des-
eribed, the Prime Minister made it plain in the course of
the Parliamentary Debates that it was the considered
intention of His Majesty’s Government to leave to the
Commission itself full diseretion as to the methods by
_ which they should approach their task. The Commission

L
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arrives in India to-morrow, not as yet on its more formal
mission, but with the hardly less important object of en-
abling its members to acquaint themselves with the
general working of the legislative and' admipistrative
machines, and hold informal consultations for the purpose
of determining the most appropriate means of discharging
the responsibility whieh Parliament has laid npon them.
Considerable difference of opinion has become apparent as
to the way in which India should reeeive these decisions
of Iis Majesty's Government and of Parliament, On
the one hand, those who speak fox important sections of
Indian political thought have been loud in their criticism
and condemnation of the scheme approved by Parliament.
On the other hand, many thoughtful and distinguished
Indians, as well as large and powerful communities, have
declared themselves in favour hoth of the Commission’s
constitution and of the eencral procedure that hag been
devised, and have expressed their readiness to give it all
the assistance that they can.

I do not propose to enter far into the lists of con-
troversy, but there are two points to which I think it right
to refer. It has been freely said that His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment have done Indians a real injustice, in denying
to them adequate means by which Indian opinion may
influence and affect these proceedings. Such charges
as these arise in part from the genuine failure of some
erities to appreciate features of the scheme which ¥
thought had been sufficiently plainly stated. It has, for
instance, been assumed that representatives of India
would not confer with the Joint Parliamentary Committee
in London, until after Parliament had reached main
decisions of principle upon the second reading of a Bill.
That this is not the case is clear from my statement of 8th
November, in which I said that it was not the intention
of His Majesty’s Government to ask Parliament to adopt:
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any proposals which, as a result of the Commission’s
.report, might be put forward, without first giving an
opportunity for Indian opinion by personal econtact to
.exert its full weight in shaping the view of the Joint
. .'l?airliam'entary Committee in regard to them. I was care-
ful to point out that at this stage Parliament will not
have been asked to express any opinion om particular
/proposals, and that therefore, so far as Parliament is con-
.eerned, the whole field will still be open, |

Apart from such misapprehensions, T am free to
admit that the guestion of whether or not better means
eould have been devised for associating Indian opinion
with the enquiry which Parliament is bound to nndertuke
s one on which every man is entitled to hold his own
view. But though Indian leaders have the right, if they
wish, to say that Ilig Majesty’s Clovernment have c¢hosen
ithe wrong method of such association, they are not at
Liberty, if they desire to retain the character of true
counsellors of the people or of honest controversialists,
to say that His Majesty’s Government have mot sought
means—and I would add very full and very unprecedent-
ed means—of placing Indians in a position to take an
ample share witk them in the eévolution of their country’s
fature. I cannot help thinking, if we may attempt to look
bevond the present dust and tormoil of argument, asser-
tion and dehate, that there is real danger in some quarters
of mistaking shadows for reality. T doubt whether those
Who eriticise the broad framework of the plan approved _
by all parties in Parliament have reflectod upon what is
implicit in the idea of the Seleet Committeos of the Cen-
fral and Provineial Legislatures..  In  the earlier stages
there is the association of these Committees with 1he
Commission, throueh whatever procedure the Chairman
and Members of the Comumission, after placing themselves
fully in touch with Indian opinion, may deem best cal-
culated to enable them to discharge the duty extrusted to
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them. In due time the Commission will have completed
its task and the matter will pass into other hands, At
this moment as the Commission moves from the stage,
the Central Legislature has, if it so desives, through
chosen  representatives of its own perhaps  the
greatest and most powerful means of influencing ' the
further c¢urrent of events. It is at this juncture invited,
through some of its number, to sit with Parliament itself,
acting in its turn through its own Joint Select Committee.
Let us picture to ourselves the Joint Seleet Committee of
Parliament and the Select Committee of this Legislature,
sitting together in one of the Committee rooms of West-
minster to consider the proposals of Ilis Majesty’s
Government, These proposals will .deal with a vast
‘problem on which Parliament indeed has to decide, baut
where it is no more to the interest of Great Britain than
it is to that of India that the issuesshould be clonded by
avoidable difference or disagreement, and in regard fo
which thercfore Parliament will naturally seek to reaech
decisions thay command as great a measure as may be of
reasoned Indian political support. Is it not fair to
conclude that both the Joint Parliamentary Committee
charged with the function of making final recommenda-
tions to Parliament, and earlier the Commission—each
being masters within very wide limits of their own
procedure—will desire to go to the furthest point that
they deem possible, in order to carry along with them the
convinced assent of the representatives of India, with
whom they will under the plan proposed be working in
close and intimate relations ? To suggest that in. these -
cireumstances the effect of Indian opinion, if it avails
itself freely of its opportunities, will be no greater than
that which might he associated with the role of wilnesses,
and will not indeed be such as to influence the course of
events throughout every stage, is to advance a proposition
that mo political experience can support, and that I
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should have thought no one who was versed in the process
and management of public affairs would seriously main-
tain. Any such impression is as strangely at variance
ivith the intentions of Parliament recorded in recent
debates ag it is with any such pieture as 1 have sought
to draw of the proeess in operation. It is surely obvious
that what will be of supreme importance to India at both
stages will be the quality of the men she has chosen to
répresent her, and it is difficult to conceive of any way in
. whieh Parliament could have given more elear indication
Of its desire both to give full weight to Indian opinion,
and to recognise the dignity and poesition of the Indian
Tiegislature. In such matters it is well to remember that
‘@onstitutional forms are mothing but instruments in the
~ ‘hands of men, responding to the skill of the craftsman
‘s the plain chisel in the hand of the expert sculptor.
And as men are greater than the instruments they use,
we cravely err if we suppose that complaint however loud
‘of ithe tools, which ecirewmstances has placed in our hands,
will suffice to induce posterity to hold us guiltless, if in
‘the result our workmanship whether through lack of will
or of capacity is found wanting. Whatever men may be
tempted to think at the present moment, T dare prediet
‘that the searching inquest of history will not fail to
return judgment against those who songht to use their
power to hinder when it was in their power to help.
The other main point to which I invite attention is

the statement, which has been widely and repeatedly
‘made, that His Majesty’'s Government have deliberately
veffered an affront to India by the exelusion of Indians
from the personnel of the Commission. I have said enough
to make it plain why I do not think it reasonable for any
Tndian to feel that he or his country has been slighted
by the deecision of His Majesty’s Government. The rela-
tive merits of the various methods of associating India
with this business are, as I have said, matters on which

1
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opinion may legitimately be divided. But to go further:
and say that IHis Majesty’s Government deliberately
intended to affront Indian feeling is a very much more:
serious charge to make, and the ficst duty of those who
make it is to satisfy themselves that it is well founded.
Let me make it very plain that T expeet Indians, as T wonld
myself, to be sensitive of their honour. None, whether
individuals or mations, ean afford to be otherwise, for
honour and self-respect lie at the foundation of all soeial
life. But honour and self-respect are mot enbanced by,
creating affronts in our imagination, where none in fact
exist. For the essence of any such offence, as of rude-.
ness in private hife, lies in the intention behind the acty
and no reasonable person would dream of blaming the
conduct of another where the intention of discourtesy
was lacking.

In the present case British statesmen of all parties,
have stated in terms admitting of no misconception thab
the appointment of a Parliamentary Commission was in;
no way intended ag any affront to India. Time and again.
this assertion has heen repeated, and T would ask in all
sineerity by what right do leaders of Indian opinion, who
are as jealous as I am of their own good faith, and would
resent as sharply as I any refusal to believe their word,
impugn the good faith and disbelieve the plain word of
others ? T would deny to no man the right to state freely
and frankly his honest opinion, to condemn--if he
wishes—the action of His Majesty’s Government in this
regard, or to say that they acted unwisely or in mis-
apprehension of the true feeling that exists in India,.
That again is a matter of opinion. But what no man is
entitled to say—for it is quite simply not true—is that
His Majesty’s Government songht to offer a deliberate
affront to Indian honour and Indian pride.

I have thought it right to speak plainly on these mis-
understandings  because they have been widely
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represented a5 the justification of some at any rate of
the eounsels, which urge Indians to abstain from all part
or lot in the enquiry now to be set on foot. I feel at the
same time a profound and growing conviction Lhat those
wha would argne that such abstention will do ne harm
to the eause of India are dangerously deluding them-
selves and others. There are of course some who would
wholly ‘deny the moral right of Parliament to be the
téibunal in this cause, but, as I have said more than once,
however much I may respect many of those who take this
view, T do not pretend to be able to reconeile it with the
actual situation which we to-day have to consider. [ have
during the time that I have been in India been eavelul
16 avoid saying anything that might magnify differences
that' must inevitably exist, and have mever invited any
man to forego principles to which he felt in conscience
hound 1o subscribe. But let nobody suppose that he is
assisting the: realisation of his @ ideals by reluctance to
look on facts as they ave. It is in no spirit of argument
ov lack of sympathy with Indian aspirations that I repeat
that India, it she desires fo 'seeure Parliumentary
approval to political change, must persuade Parliament
that such change is wisely conceived, and likely to benefit
those affected by it. She has now the opportunity of
~making her persuasion felt, throngh the means of the Uom-
mission statutorily established. The Commission has heen
. esfablished with the assent and co-operafion of all British
. parties. They will carry through their enquiry with, it
is hoped, the generous assistance of all shades of Indian
opinion. But whether such assistance is offered or with-
held, the enquiry will proceed, and a repurt will he
presented to Parliament on which Parliament will take
whatever action it deems appropriate. Anyone who hus
been able to read the full report of the debates in Iarlia-
ment on the motions to appoint the Commission must have
L6PSV 8 51
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been impressed by the evidence of spontaneous good-will
towards India, with which the speeches of responsible
spolkesmen of all parties were instinet. This good-will
would naturally be a factor of immense 1mportance in
determining the attitude of Parliament towards these
questions, and I would very earnestly hope that it might
not be lightly ecast aside. And yet it is certain that an
agitation, fostered and promoted by methods which have
led to grave occurrences in the past, is bound to breed
gerions misgivings in the mind of the British Parliament,
with whom at present lies the final decision in Indian
political affairs. LG

gL

What then in India or Great Britain is to be gained
by a policy of boyeott ? Neither I nor anyone else can
prediet the effect upon the Commission’s report, or later
upon the mind of Parliament, if many of those who elaim
to speak for India decide at every stage to stand wholly
aloof from a task in which Parliament has solicited theix
assistanece and collaborafion. It is clearly possible for
people to stand aside, and withhold their contribution,
just as it will be possible for the Commission to prosecute
its enquiry, and with the assistance at its disposal reach
conelusions, in spite of sneh abstention. But at the least
it would seem certain that such an attitude must inter-
pose yet further obstacles to the discovery of that more
excellent way of mutual understanding, which the best
friends of India, of every race, well know to be requisite
for her orderly evolution to nationhood, And, meanwhile,
in order to mobilise national resentment at an alleged
deliberate affront, that has mnever been more than the
fiction of men’s imaginations, appeal will have been made,
under guise of vindicating national self-respect, which
there has been no attempt to impair, to all the lowest and
worst elements of suspicion, bitterness aund hostility.
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Those swere wise words of one of India’s most
distinguished sons a few weeks ago, which repeated the
lesson—taught move than once of recent yvears—that it is
easier to arouse than fo allay such forces, which too
readily pass beyond the control of those who invoke their
aid. bk

T do not know whether T am sanguine in hoping that
even at this hour it may be that words of mine might
induce some of those, who aspire to guide their fellow:
¢ountrymen in India, to desist from a line of action, which
4t the best can only lead to negative results and disap-
pointment, and may at the worst bring consequences of
which India is unhappily not without experience. But
in any case I feel it to be not less incumbent upon me
How to state what I believe to be the truth in this matter,
than 1 lafely judged it to be my duty to direet the attention
of India to the communal antagonisms, that threatened
the destruetion of any attempts to build an Indian nation.
The counsel I then gave was, I am glad to think, regarded
a8 that of a well-wisher, sincerely desivous of assisting
India. But the counsel of a friend must be independent
of whal at any particular moment some of those whom
he addresses may desire to hear, and, if that which T now
give is less universally certain of acceptance, it is not less
dictated by my desire to dissuade India, as I verily believe.
Afrom mistaking the path at one of the cross roads of her
destiny.

OPENING OF THE CHAMBER OF PRINCES AT DELHT.

. H. H. the‘Viceroy presided over the Seventh Session of the
Chamber of Princes at Delhi on the 20th February and opened
the Proceedings with the following Address [N.B.—This speech
swas not published.] —

. Your Highnesses,—TI take great pleasure in welecoming
Your Highnesses to-day to the seventh session of the
Narendra Mandal. It is the second over which I have had

3.

20th Febru«
ary 1428.



Bpéeches by Lord Irwin.

Opening of the Chamber of Princes at Delhs.

the honour te preside and the first to be held in this build-
ing, where it will hereafter be permanently located. I trust
that Your Highnesses will find the Chamber comfortable
and convenient, and that for leng yeays to eome it wﬂl see
the annual gathermgs of your Order.

Fifteen months have elapsed sinee our last session aud i

during the year 1927 there was ro meeting of the Chamber.
This was beeause on this oecasion, in accordance with the
expressed wish of Your Highnesses, i has been decided 16
hold the meeting in February rather than in November,
I recogrise advantuges in the chiange, and 1 regret only
that one factor may have eansed inconvenience to some of
Your Highnesses. For, since the Indian Legisfature is
also in session in February, we have bheen unable to place
at your disposal the residential aecommodation that would
otherwise have been available. [t may be that this has
eansed the falling off in attendance which I am sorry to
notice this year. I frust that, when the houses which some
of Your Highnesses are building in Delhi are completed,
the difficulty of accommodation will he fo some exteny re-
moved, and T may again be able to address a fully repre-
gentative Chamber. ' :

Death has again faken toll among our members and
some who might have been with us to-day have passed awa)";
Two of them belonged to an older generation of Rulers,
now fast disappearing, and were links with a past, which
though mot distant in time, is already becoming historie,
His Highness the Maharao Raja of Bundi had ruled for
37 years before his lamented death last summer. Ife was
a loyal and steadfast friend of the British Government as
was festified hy the honours bestowed upon him by His
Majesty the King-Emperor. Remote among his jungle
fastnesses he saw little of modern change, and only onee
attended a meefing of this Chamber. Your Highnesses
will, I know, wish to join me in expressing sympaﬁhy with

. [
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the bereaved family. T would extend the same sympathy
1o ‘the family of His late H'ighness the Maharaja of
‘Karauli. Like the late Maharao Raja of Bundi, His late
Highness of Karauli belonged to an old school, whose nur-
| bers are diminishing year by year, .and, by those who knew

. him, he will long be remembered as the true type of Rajput
gentleman and sportsman. I must vefer also with regreb
to the late Raja of Jawhar who on more than one occasion
attended sessiong of this Chamber.

.11 Yet another change has to be recorded in the member-
ship of this Chamber owing to the abdication of Ilis High-
ness the Raja of Bilaspur, who has been constrained by the
weight of age and ill-health fo give up his responsibilities
as Ruler of his State. I wonld wish him wmany years of
happy retirement and trust that his son who suecceeds him
will prove worthy of his high position,

In addressing Your Highnesses at the opening session
of the Chamber 15 months ago, T referred to the special
importance of the problem of the relations of the States
with the Government of India, and indicated my desirs to
hold frank and friendly discussions on the topic with Your
Highnesses’ Standing Committee. The Chamber approved,
and, in pursuance of your wishes and mine, conversations
were held hetween us in Simla last summer when many
aspects of this question were subjected to preliminary
examination and discussion.  The free interchange of
views thal there took place has been of value, certainly to
myself, and T trust also to the Princes who took part in
them. ' 1In the course of those conversations it became clear
to me that, if and when larger proposals involving wide
changes in the present relationship between British India
and the States fell fo be actively cousidered, it would be
of real importance that many matters of immediate rele
vance should have been previously examined,
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Many of Your Highnesses expressed doubts: regarding
some aspeets of your legal position wis-a-vis the Govemﬁ-l-'
ment of India and the Crown, and it secemed proper that
steps should be taken by which these doubts mright be re-
solved. It also appeared desirable to explore 1)()33'1[’11_@'
means of removing the uneertainty which many felt regarﬂ{ :
ing a number of ceonomie and finanecial questions where thv
interests of both British India and the States were evidenﬂf:
eoncerned. Upen my recommendation therefore, in whicly
1 think 1 was acting in accordance with Your Highnesses”
desives, a small espert Committee has been appointed hy
His Majesty’s Secrctary of State to examtine these ques-
tions, and, as Your Highnesses are aware, it assembled here
last month and is now in the midst of its labours. T am
happy. to believe that its personnel has been generally ap-
proved by, and will command the confidence of, Your High-
nESSes. i
_ The terms of reference to the Clommittee are known tor
you, and on all peints lying within them it is of course
open to Your Ilighnesses to express your views asg fully and
¢omprehensively as you may desive. I have become aware
of some anxiety on the part of Your IHighnesses lest the
Committee’s time in India may be too short fo enable your
representations to be properly preparved or to be adequately
eonsidered. I can assure Your Highnesses that I nq.-l_t,:_sé'
than yourselves desire that ample opportunity should Le
given for a full appreciation of your position ou all relevmﬂ;_
issnes. In this T think you can safely rely on the sound.
sense and sympathy of the Committee ifself, and Youze
Highnesses may rest assured that the Members of that Coms
mittee will share my desire that means may be devised
which will perniit you to place them in full possession of
your views,

I do not wish, and it would be improper for me, to
attempt any forecast of what the findings of the Com-
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wittee may be. But Your Highnesses will agree that its
appointment is a landmark in the history of our relations.
Changing conditions bring changing needs, and, if we are
to move forward with wisdom and foresight, we should
start with full and mutual appreciation of the various
factors in a very ecomplex problem. I accordingly appeal
to all Your Highnesses to give close and earnest thought
;'h.'_these- subjects, ﬁ_nd to present your reasoned opinions te
the Committee without reserve, for the happy and suceess-
ful issue of this enquiry will depend in large measure on
ﬂu, thoughtfnl co-operation and good-will of the Princes’
»Orde.t‘

T have spoken more than onee recently of the great
' ﬁhport.allée at this juneture of Your Highnesses being able
t};_a ‘meet any criticism that may be brought against the
quality of your varions administrations, and I make ne
apology for emphasising this once more. At a time when
constitutional changes are under consideration in British
I[ndm, it is inevitable that much attention should be direct-
ied, both in the press and on the public platform, to condi-
tions in the States. However ill-judged may sometimes be
their conclusions and however nnjust their criticism, there
is underlying truth in the contention that the progress of
all India nrust depend in some measuve on the advance
made in the States. The form of government may be of
less Tmportance than the gpirit that mspires it and many
States, as 1 gratefully acknowledge, have shown that they
appreciate the modern ideals of good administration and
strive within the vesources at their disposal to attain te
them. But there are others where it is not so, and where
fhe reproach that the Ruler employs his revenues largely
or even primarily Tor personal pleasures is not enfirely
swithout foundation. Such cases are harmful to the States
in these days of publicity far beyond their immediate circie,
and the Princes who are responsible for misgovernment or
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seandal, besides failing to discharge their duty to their
subjeets, do grave disservice to their Order. !
Siriee T last met Your Highnesses T have been privileg-
ed to travel widely among your States, to see the working

‘ \' [

of your administrations, and to view the mighty strongs

holds of your famous ancestors. My experience has en-

abled me to feel more keenly even than before the atmoss

phere of romance and chivalry in which your Houses were
founded, and to realise the stremuous endeavour, high
courage and selfless devotion that have marked so many
pages in your histories. 1 can now appreciate better their
importance in the record of India and can understand the
old Indian ideal of Kingship exercised in consultation with
loyal nobles and a contented people. Your Highnesses have

great traditions and are the inheritors of fine and mobly

qualities. You have been trained to rule and should
possess the vital forces that inspired your fichting fore-
fathers. The days of internal strife are happily over and
the energy, courage and foresight that gave your ancestors
victory on many a hard-won field ean now be diverted to
promote the peaceful progress and development of your
States and people. It is for Your IHighnesses in these
critical days to maintain and enhance the name of your
ancient and honourable dynasties, and to show that the
Prince may be in the fullest sense the servant of hig people
and the wise custodian of their best interests. In all
measures to these ends you may count upon me for advice
and assistance whenever you may seek them, '

Since our last meeting, Tndia has been blessed by a
good and plentiful monsoon, and most States have shaved
in the general prosperity. Floods in Gujerat and Kathia-
war have however caused severe losses in some of the States
of Western India. They serve to remind us how precarions
are the conditions of agrieulture, and how necessary it
is to adopt all possible measures for the wellare snd
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prosperity of the agriculturist. We may soon expect the
report of the Royal Commission on this most vital subjeet,
and I trust that Your Highnesses will give its recommenda-
tions your earnest attention, Both in fighting against diffi-
enlties and in seeuring the spread of improved methods,
suceess will be more certain if the States co-operate whole-
heartedly with the neighbouring Provinces in British India,

This leads me to a further matter on which I would
ask your help. The Government of India have appoeinted
a Coramittes to examine the desirability of developing the
yoad system of Tndia, and the means by which such develop-
qment ean be  most suitably promoted and  financed.
After the Committee have submitted their report, it’ may
‘be found desirable to invite the eo-operation of the States
in any seheme of through road communications which may
be recommended. With the development of motor trans-
‘port the value of a good road system for the convenience
"of passengers and marketing of produce has enormously
inereased and any sound scheme will, I am certain, com.
mand the cnlightened support of Your Highnesses.

Tt will be in Your Hichnesses’ recollection that, at the
session held in November 1926, I announced the intention
of the Government of Imdia to convene a Conference in
order to discuss the various aspeets of the opinm problem
in so far as it affected Indian States. I then appealed for
the ep-operation of Durbars in our endeavours to solve this
‘problem of world-wide signifieance. A Conference was
< mecordingly held at Simla in May last under the presidency
of the Hon’ble Mr. Das. The discussions were condncted

in an atmosphere of the frankest mutual understanding
" and the results were decidedly encouraging, It was agreed
that the whole subjecet should be fully investigated, and it
was recommended that a Committee on which the Durbars
concerned were: duly represented should be:appointed for
LEPSY .= . __ 52
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the purpose. It was proposed that this Committee should
visit the States that were interested and should enguire
thoroughly into local conditions. The recommendations of
the Conference were accepted by the Government of India,
and the Committee is now engaged in its investigations. .' l
have every hope that by this means we shall succeed m
arriving at conelusions which will be found acceptabla to
all parties concerned.

A further guestion which has a bearing on 'intérna-
tional relations is that of the Slavery Convention, which
the Government of India have undertaken to bring to the
notice of the States, Slavery in the ordinary semse is not
now practised in any State, but, in dealing with all customs
involving forced labour, 1 frust that Your Highnesses will
do your utmost, both by edncating public opinion and by
your own action, to prove that you are in sympathy with
the iceals underlying the Convention.

At the session held in November 1924, His Highuess
{he Maharaja of Alwar moved a Resolution recommending
the exemption of all Members of the Chamber of Princes
in their own right from the payment of customns duties en
articles imported for their personal use, a privilege now
enjoyed by Ruling Princes whose dynastic salute is ot
Tess than 19 guns.  This Resolution was carried, and at the
time my predecessor said that the matter must form the
subjeet of further examination hefore the Government oﬁ
India could aceept the views thus put forward. Iie.hm{.ﬁ-;
ever undertook that it would receive the most eareful ¢ons .
sideration. The Government of India and His Majesty’s
Secretary of State for India have given full weight to the
importance which Your Highnesses attach to the matter,
but the conclusion at which they have arrived is that the
matter is not oune that can be considered apart from ths
general question of the fiscal relations between the Govern-
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ment of India and the Durbarq which is one of the ques-
hc'.ns ander investigation by the Indian States Committce.

1 would refer again to the important problem of the
Iuture of the Chiefs’ Colleges, My Government has now

. formulated proposals which are being considered by. the

Uuwmmg Bodies of the Colleges coneerned. Their views
will be ecarefully examined before decisions are finally
reached, and I would urge Your IHighnesses to give
early and earnest attention to our * scheme. The
proposals are fentative only and  subject of course
to modification in the light of your eriticisms,
but it is in the evident interests of all the Colleges that an
emly settlement should be reached ; since, while doubt and
ungertainty exist, it is diffieult to recruit the right type of
M.ﬁtm's on whieh the sueccess of these institutions must
igentably depend.

Your Highnesses, as I hope, will agree that the pro-
gramme before you at this session contains a variety of
important items and gives promise of interesting and useful
debates. Although there has been only one meeting of
the Standing Committee, it has been able to earry some of
its discussions to suceessful conclusions and three of the
Summaries, which have been under examination for some
time, are now ready for presentation to the Chamber.

' One relating to the employment of Europeans and
aliens in the States has behind it the unanimous opinion
of thiose who attended the Standing Committee and may
be ‘expected to receive Your Highnesses’ approval. A
gimilar unanimity supports that relating to the question
of the asséssment of compensation for land required in
British Tndia and in Indian States for irrigation and navi-
gation purposes. The remaining Summary on the diffievdt
question of the comstruction of tramways in the States is
supported by a majority vote only on eertain points of eon-
giderable practical importance. Its ventilation in the
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