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SPE_ECHES BY
LORD IRWIN.

1929.

T I—

"(JPENNG OF THE UNIVERSITIES’ CONFERENCE
AT DELHIL,

6L

In opening the 'Dmversxtxea’ Conference at Delhi on the 30;‘4;1233%&@

30tk Oectober, His I,uxedleney the Viceroy ‘%ald G

Gsntleme‘*u.,—-—.—]it is a great pleasure to me to join you
to-day at the inauguration of your proceedings, and to be
abile to weleome to Delhi sueh a distinguished 'body,Jrepre-
sentative of the whole of Indian (Tniversity life. know

that all of you are busy men, ill able to spare the time -

‘demanded of you in attending a cunference[like this and it
is eause therefore for all the greater satisfaction that such
a large number of delegates should be present,

Of the need for a body such as Iyours I think there

can be no doubt. The institution of the inter-University
Board was the direct outcome of resolutions pasaed at
the first Universities’ Conference held at blmlah{m 1924,
and I think that those to whose initiative that (‘(ljnferem.e

was due may rightly- . congratulate themselves on the

resiilts which have sprung from their endeavours. Since
1916, when 'Governmént may be said to have first aimed
at the localised residential and unitary type of University,
India has made rapid strides, The number of her Uni-
versities has increased more \than three-fold. Moreover,
the counrse of University reform in other countries and
the report of the Caleutta University Commission have had

L8PSV
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their effeet both on the tvpe* of new mstltutwns; establmshed"

in India and oun the character of reorganisation whlch some

of the older Universities have undergone. Such nnportant
developments as these naturally mlggeqte& the need for |
eo-ordination, andjfthis, T am glad to say, has been met to a

great extent by the Inter-University Boa.rd Its record of. el

work, since its inception, whether in) (,ompxlmg mformatwn
regarding thf’l courses of study and curricula of Indian
Universities or as a convenient forum for the exchange
of ideas regarding the life and ideals of these institutions

among those most eclosely| associated with them, has been
wholly admirable. Indeed, when I consider the results
you have achieved, I feel the hesitation natural to ome
who offers advice to a body of expertslon' their own sub-

jeet.  But for reasons which I will shortly make plain T

think there are few more important things in these days

than Universities, and I wish thereforelin this perspective
and as a layman to make such comments as 1 may upon
University education, in the hope that others more com-
petent may be assisted to find a |satisfactory selution of
the problems whieh heve face educational statesmanship.
Liet me in parenthesis say that I make no apelogy for
affirming that such problems exist. A ecountry that felt
itself[ta be immune from the neecessity for periodie over-
haul of its edueational poliey would either have attained
to perteetion which is denied to human effort, or have
unwittingly fallen mro\’ihut paralysmg atmosphere of self-
satisfaction which spells stagnation. Nelther is true of
India. India is rapidly growing.  THer problem | is

nothing less than the adaptation, without too vm]ent
Jur]]fnr stress, of an ancient and organie struefure
of "society to the dynamie forces of evolution
that are driving the modern world. New forces are mov-
ing, unloosing ‘new energies, kindling the\lmaglnatmns an”l=
hopes of millions of the future citizens ‘of India at thmr
most impressionable age, Can thls ardour of yonth Hhid
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eoursmg of blood through the young veins of{ India be
‘utilised and directed to f‘onstruetne ends, or will it become
‘an explosive foree, Lh&rf,twd with inealculsble danger to
the future of the land ? This question should he wrltten\
" in flaming characters over the desks of all who guide public
" opinion or policy ; and that is why I said just now that
T thought there were few xmore I-impm'ta_nt“things than
_Umversntxes i i

Lt us look back The. ﬁrst Indzan Universities Whmh
were founded some [0 years age on the model of the
- London Umver&ity aimed primarily at ascertaining, hyl
'means of anmmatmn, the pmﬁetemy acqunu‘l hy candid-
ates in dn”fcrent branches of knowledge. Teaching was
Toft to Colleges. ' In some of these, students fell under the
influence of te_achers .nu,t*tured.rm_\the; traditiony of the
older British Universities, and thus imbibed ideals of
‘conduct which helped to produce not only scholars, but
men endowed with the light of idealism and with [foree of _'
character. But the first Indian Universities did' not,
the earlier sta,ges of their existence, conecern thenmehes
divectly with training and developmg the personality of
those on whomithey conferred the hall-mark of scholastie
proficiency.  Though the legislation of 1904 went some
way to recognis¢ the wider funetions of a University in
the matter of discipline and{residence, it was not until 15
years later that, as a result of the C aleutta University
Commission, their = scope of activity = was .definitely con-
eeived as embracing not merely the training of \i:1.f.elleat
but the formation of character. In the light of this eon-
ception some Universities have heen reorganised, some have
been created, and the experienee of the working of these
mmtufmnq, thongh it ig too short to permit final Judg.

ment, hag 4 rendy given us much mafemal for synthesiy
and review

G
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And this brings me to what is qurely the kernel oﬂthe- /
whole matter. What do we neally expect from and what
is essentially the funetion of a University 7 1f I had to
answer in a sentence I should say ‘“ The funchion of a
Uniyersity is to ereate and maintain standards . Let _
~me amplify what I mean. "I mean prmmpaﬂy thiee thmgs\. I
“There is first the standard of learning and research which
Universities, as the homes of seholarship, owe it to themn-
selves to preserve. And if leaming and research are 1o
 have their real value, are to be more te a man than mere

graceful aceomplishments and decorative adjumets of his
‘life, they must be buman enengh to it inte and join wp
with the various eategories of man’s aetivity. I think this
is true of all learmimg. The techmical selemces are ob-
viously related to the mecessitics of omr ordinary esistence
at every turn, History too, and philosophy, and litera-

fure, whether aneient or modern, all have their points of
contact with everyday human life, and their lessons ring
most true whem we feel that we ean read oue own €1
perience in them. -

Second, I would assert the nme&%f}r of a right stam]am}
of judgment. A man’s training at a University has 'de-
finitely failed if he leaves it without stuch an appreciation
of valmes as mray give himy a just sense of proportion, a
knowledge of how much—For all his store of Tearning—
there is yet for him to learn, and some instinetive sensz of
the mystery of the universe and of the mystery of man’s
place in it. Whatever the channel through which this
eomes into and takes shape in his mind, it seems to me in-
digpensable to real education. And here again in playing
his part in the world and in his dealings with other men,
whether as politician, administrator, employer, or in pro-
fessional or business life, a man is trebly armed who
knows intuitively the relative . importance of all the
womerous elements which every human problem mush
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: wontain. | Or at least he must have suﬂiclent of the quahty, i
Cwall it imagination or what you will, to appreeiate that
| suech elements exist, and if, by fault of training or for
any other reason, ke lacks this faculty, he is as a man
who sees himself in a mirror whieh shows him his own
 face magnified and nothing more. Tis own problems,
his own position, liis own perspective absosh too much of
the picture, and hopelmsly obscure and distort lLis view
of Iwrsuns and things beyond himself, Some of you-— -
and it is not irrelevant o my present argument—will re-
amember the reply given by a wise Master of a famous
Oxford College to a lady who asked him what he thougld
of God. ‘“ Madam ?’, he said, ‘“ T have dlways thoucth it
ﬂtai mom 1mpnrtance what God thinks of we.”

. Nor need we Fear that such breadth of mind or Judrr-
ment as I should dwsu-p my University to inculeate wounld
result m a type of mam halting in decision or wncertain of

sopinion. ‘That is never likely to spring from foundations

¢« of thonght and reflexion seeurely laid. Rather perhaps
will it breed a wise tolerance, and teach a man the- secret
of winnowing the good from the evil in the strangely
'mmed amalgam that constitutes the world of men and
thmgs wrth which we have to deal.

And tlmrd the standard of condudt. At a [mvﬂrmty
a ymmg man fs learning to make use of liberty. He has
teft the diseipline of howe and -school behind him, and
Che is given, in greater or less degree, a new found liberty
in action, and liberty in study. 'The time has come for
him to put to the test the discipline he has learnt, and
@n his response to this demand will largely depend the
success or otherwise with which he filly the position fo
‘which his education should entitle him.
: Three standards—learning, judement and eonduef-—.
I have suggested to yon as the things that a University
must hold in view.  Together, each playing its part, they
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will form human character, Aud the vital importance
of securing such = standards is apparent when we think
that on University men must largely fall the burden of
leading others in all the various walks of publie life.

 Are then, we must ask ourselves, our Universities
fulfilling these. réquirements It is vital that they ahould.
For the youth of India to-day will, when they are men,
have responsibilities graver than perhaps the-y ?mhse.
The political future of India with all its 1mpheat:0ns ot
¢ivil and military obligation will depend largely on the
character of the generations now passing through their
University  courses, On them will largely depend the
future quality of the Public Service. On their eapactly
will largely turn the future expansion and development of
India’s agriculture and India’s industry. And in all’
these things they will sneceed or fail aceording as they ear.rt'; i
be assisted by their University training to acquire thut =
poise of body, mind, and character which is the indispens-
able equipment for their task. ;

I have spoken of University edncation as havine for
one of its wain objects the training of those who ave
destined to be leaders of the nation. And it is well T
think, to remember that there is a real distinction“.btztwetm'
the functions of a University and of edueational instifi-
tions of a lower order. No one indeed would sigzest
that these latter have not their essential part to plav. One
might as well say that the foundations of a building are
inferior to or less jmportant than the top story, or, to
vary the metaphor, the simpler eells in a living organism
less necessary to its life than the more delicate and com-
plex. Both types of institution are  essential for any
country ; and complementary to each other. But they arve
also fundamentally different, and a elear recognition of this
difference 1s recessary to secure for ecach its {I‘:&;{i!ﬁﬂlﬂ
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‘efficiency, 1f a Umvmmty must of necessity be coneerned
‘to prepare those it trains for work different in quah_t-y
from that which falls to the bulk of the population, it
. follows ;that a University iy bound to exercise selection,
“not indeed on any class grounds ‘but on grounds of ability
and oapaeity to profit by its teaching, among those who
mway apply to be eanrolled upon its books.

The results of recently instituted competitive examing-
tions in India Torce the layman to wonder whether this
faet is always borne in  mind. The disproportion of
successes among  the various Universities seems to Jead
mewtably to the inference that some demand and are
satisfied with unreasonably low standards of proficiency.
It may-be that the older order of things required less
exacting tests ; that the occupations for which the Univers
sities prepared their students in former days demanded
merely a modicum of mechanical qualities ; that the
excess of the demand over the sapply could have had 1o
other result. But "that is past and we have to ask our-
selves tomdav ~vhether the tme/’ ideals of a University are
sufficiently | appreciated, or whether Universities thems
selves and parents and students, under the influence of the
past, are not in some danger of demanding and being
satisfied ‘with too low a standard for  degrees. It was
after all a thoroughly fallacions syllogism by which a
speaker once sought to champion a certain University
‘whose standards were lower than they ought to be, <1t
is the business of a University, '’ he argued, ‘‘ to grant
degrees. This Hniversity grants a great many degrees.
Therefore it is a very zood University 77,

But, whatever the cause, the gravity of the effects of
low University standards can hardly be exaggerated.
They lower a University’s reputation. They debase it
from what i its real and only purpose—the maintenanes
of those standards on which ova civilisation depends, and
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_whieh ought to be to eivie life exactly what a hlgh standard. -
of workmanship is to the craft eonf'erned . -

Gentlemen, your knowledge oi these matters is- daeperf'_ i
than mine and [ leave it to you to Judge whether T am
justified in the misgivings which I have attempted to

‘express.  Nov shall I presame to presvmbc any ready-made

panacea. Remedies that profess to be easy are gene’ruﬂy; Ak
ineffective and, in seeking, your, cu\put aid in dmgnosm,;__
and curing the malad}, am conseious that my plrsczip-fj
tions are those not of a ‘spl;,maln-.t but of a 0eneral pradtw
tioner. ! : kil

I bhave laid, I hope, not undtfé &mphasiﬁ '01‘1 the' p‘ar'ii
that Universities must play in the building up of charactpr,

For this I have the high anthority of the Caleutta University

Commission and of the example of the ancient Unl'ﬁsl’ﬂltleﬁ;..
of Oxford and Cambridge. If this part of their Wﬁlﬂt i
to be done efficiently, Universities in India must g ﬁgn W
more and more evolve on residential and tutovial ]méq oy
if*they must retain their affiliating eharactor, insist on the

provision of adequate facilities for higher teaching in the '

constituent colleges, and for the fostering in their cﬂllegf*q
a healthy and stimulating corporate life among the studendy,
They must on the one hand see that ‘their standards of
instrnetion and examination are high enough to emﬁum ]
that those who attain them ave really capable of performing
the tasks for which they will be nontinally declared pro-
fieient, and on the other insist on maintaining such
standards of admission as to exelude those whe have neither
the capacity nor equipment to profit by University train-
ing. 1 see that in their review of the growth of educution
in British India, Sir Philip Hartog and his colleagues
have made the suggestion that, if Governmeut were no
longer to ingist on a University degree as a passport to
gervico, except for higher appointments, the pressure on
bancmm s and  colleges  would probably be relieved.
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‘This qugg(,atlon, ai(mg with others in the review, is one on

which a body such as yours is eminently qualified to give

an opinion, and you will perhaps give it your considera-
tion.  One other objeetive T would put forward for your

‘consideration, namely, the prev ention of wneconomical

overlapping among the large number of Universities that
now | exist in India, It would clearly impose a great
financial sirain on those responsible for the upkeep oi
these institutions to equip each one of them all for the
officient study of all branches of the Arts and Sciences,
It would also be wasting the opportunities for specialisa-
tion that the history or the environment of particular
Universities provide, This question seems to meed speeial
,atndy at your ]1&11(1::: - '

 Gentlemen, my cxcuse for detammg you so lonv 18

'vom own kindness in asking me to open your Conference
this year, and the feeling that in practical affairs it s
the privilege of the large body of amateurs who constitute
the public to appraise the work of the experts. If the
experts wish their achievement to be ascessed correetly they
must keep the amateur in mind, and help him to judge
them arvight. It is in this spivit that T have addressed
you. But I haye also wished fo keep in ntind the larger
public outside. University reform, even if it were begun,
would be shortlived if public opinion did not realise its
value and lend to it its support. As pavents and guardians,
as employers, as leaders of opinion, it is the members of the
public who have to be convinced of the mnee ed for reform,
In particular the parents, whose natural affection for their
¢hildren is often apt to lead them {o form exaggerated hopes
of theiv capacity, have to be educated to a recognition of
the importanee of impartial discrimination so as to save
themselves the expense, and themselves and their children
the disappointment, that comes of giving a University
education to those whe are nattrally uaGtted for it. If
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i at onee your privilege and your duty to study the necess |
sity for, and the scope of, University reform ; to suggest
measures for the consideration of those mth whom the
duty of taking decisions may rest and to rouse and edtlm‘ba '
public opinion. I wish you every suecess in the dmehm ge-

ﬂi your heavy and 1mportant roqponmblluy

B

OPENING OF THE FOREST RESEARCH INSTITUTH |

AT DEIIRA DUN.

| tth November ~ In opemng the Forest Research Inn titute af Dehra Dun on

the Tth November 1929, His Excellency the Vieeroy saiii {oi

Ladies and Gentlemen,—We have all l:qtened with the

greatest interest to Mr,  Rodeer’s account of Forest =

Research in India and at Dehra Dun, and of the ineeption

and development of the Institute which I am to have

the honour of formally opening this morning, It is an

oceasion of no small significance, This Forest Research

Institute is, I believe, the largest and most r.:umplete mn

+he British Ewmpire, if not in the “whole world, and jits

completion is #n eyent in which India may well take pride,
It is a very great pleasure to me therefore that I should

have been given the opportumity of takmg ptut in tmi_'

geremony.

I remember that my first thought on seeing "rhn lai’"
out of the Institute three years ago was that the bmldmﬁs
and their setting were in every way worthy of the grmt

forests with which this emn;try is endowed, and of the |

fine work that has been, is being, and is yet to be done

towards their development and utilisation for the hewefit

of the people of India. And now remembering that the
Indian Forest Department has to deal with nearly one-

quarter of the area of British India, that it mak&% an*‘

annual profit of nearly three crores of xupeeq and that it

!
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las sueh wide opportunities of inereasing the prospor;*y
of the people, not only in.the villages and remote tracts,

but also by the development of trade in ‘commercial

gentres, 1 feel that those who have planned, and those
who have found the money for, this Institute, have heen
inspired by no unworthy coneeptmn of its potential value
to the life of India.

Mam of you have a much better acquaintance with
the forests of India than I ean claim, but even in the
journeys that T have performed up and down India and
- Burma, in hills 4nd in the plains, T have seen enough of
the eountry’s wonderful wealth of forestry {o realise the
value of the trust we have in our kvvpmg and our obliga-
tions to use 1t to the best advantage.  The control of our
forests has, as 3011 Jknow, already been transterred in two
Provinces and it iy quite possible that a similar develop-
ment may before long be seen in other Provinces too.  But,
where an Tmperial asset of stuch value is eoncerned, my
Government have felt that a great responsibility. will stiil
rest upon them, and they have therefore undertaken the
. finaneng and direction of forest researeh. Research is the
essential counterpart of the R])]t“nﬂld work that is earried
on from day to day and from year toyear by the officers Jﬁ
the Indian Forest Service, offen in face of danger dand
generally in that isolation which is a stern test of charactor
and of devotion to duty. T feel no doubt that those wh 0:e
part in the drama of Indian forestry will lie within the
four walls of these buildings will make the best use of the
- great  opportunities afforded to them of assisting theix
Serviee to u(,hleve even finer results than India ‘has vet
seen.

1 suppose thz first q-uestion which anyone-—in this
utilitarian age—will ask is ** What use is all this vesearch §
What can the Institute actually show in the way of a
dividend on all the money spent upon it 72! 1 confess

 : @L
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that not lomg ago I asked Mr. Rodger the same question,
and he has been good ewough on more than ene oceasion
to give me some aceount of what has been dome since the
inception, in a small way, of the Institute in 1906. Iun the
belief that it will be as interesting to my audience as it
was to me I 'will try and summarise something of What
he has told me. -

Take the Sitvienltarist’s branch. He is the medium
by which infermation on silvieultural subjeets is supplied
to forest officers all over India, as well as in other eountries,
~@nd he can, by keeping in closé touch with the problems of
all Provinces and with progress made in all parts of the
world where forests are of importance, give invaluable
delp to enguirers from every forest division in India.
From the investigations of this branch the owner of &
forest, Government or private, can learn the age to which
his trees can be grown so that the maximum interest on
‘the invested ecapital may be realised, and the manner in
which the greatest possible quantity of good timber vam
be produced. When planting a wew forest, the methods
evolved at Dehra Dun, or evolved elsewhere and recorded
at Dehra, may save ten years in ‘the fime taken to. form a
plantutmn, oiving a direet gain of  nearly 25 per cent.
in the present valoe of the crop. The \i]VIBHlTHIHl hranch
ean give, and has given, most valunable assistanee in the
afforestation of barren lands, and I have little doubt that
its aid will be ealled in to help the Imperial Couneil of
Agrieultural Research, now that that body has begun its
work of improving the methods of the Indian agricul-
#urist, by showing how to establish fuel plantations to save
valuable manure for the fields.

Then comes the question 'o:'E utilising the trees when
they have been grown. Mr. Rodger has given us some
account of the economie side of Research, and I proposs
only to supplement this by a few instances of actual
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results, Spars for aeroplanes, poles for gun-carriages,
stoeks for Army rifles, sleepers for railways, are all the

subject of exhaustive research at Debra Dun, and thanks
' to that research have attained a considerably higher degrec:
of efficiency. The Railways have saved many lakhs of
‘rupees by employing modern methods of preserving second-
elass woods so that they may be used as sleepers, and large
plants are now in operation in the Punjab and in Assam.
The Government Rifle Factory at Ishapore will save nearly
£10,000 a year by adopting the methods that have been
worked out here of seasoning walnut for rifle stocks. The
Railways are building seasoning kilns at Lillooah, being
eonvineed by the result of the experiments made here
that Indian timbers ean be so treated, and their value
greatly inereased. The Dehra Dun experimental work
has also been embodied in the new seasening kilns at tho
Gun Carriage Factory af Jubbulpore, where they are

giving every satisfaction. After many years of work ati

Dehra Dun, bamboos are coming into their own for paper
pulp, and two companies are now being floated in London

to work the emormous bamboo {forests in Burma, the

technical member of the Boards being the pulp expert, who
has just retired from this Institute. It is expected that
these two companies will be the forerunners of others which
will work the extensive bamboo forests of India and Burma,
which are now standing more or less idle. Another im-
portant question in India is the manufacture of matches
drom indigenous woods, and, on the recommendation of the
Tariff Board, propesals are now being considered for ex-
tensive experimental work and for a survey of the forests
which contain potential match woods so.that India may,
as far as possible, pr oduce all her own matches.

In other ways too such as in assisting the manuiaotur
of turpentine, oils from grasses, medieinal d’msm agums.
- and other produets, the Economic Braneh has done work

.
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of the greatest praectical utility, aned a eontmuaﬂy in-
ereasing demand is  being made upon them from evel"yl
quarter for technical information. = -

In this Institute too incessant warfare i carmed on.
‘against the insects and pests which affect the growth of
forest trees and damage their  timbers. Of all | the in-
jurious species the heartwood hover of sal must, I think,
bear the Entomologist the heartiest grudge, for its ravages
on sal forests have by the Entomologist’s efforts been

enormously restricted in recent years, There was lately

an epldexme in which it was found that no less than five
and a half million trees had beeti destroyed by thig borer,—-

a logs of forest capital of approximately 13 lakhs of rupees.
Thanks largely to the advice of the Dehra Dun Entun\o~3--
loﬂ'hf the eontrol operations taken in hand to deal with
this outbreak have been so successful that the attack haa {
now almost abated and a loss of several millions of rupees
has been prevented.

1 have said enough to indicate to you the tale of
romance and achievement which is being written here,
Far myself, 1 have been fascinated by what in frequent
conversations with Me, Rodger I have learnt of the possi-
bilities which lic before us, and I only wish that I were
competent to initiate you, as he has sought to initiate me,
into the mysteries of botany, chemistry and. mycology wmeh
are condueted in their allotted rooms in this Institute. The
work of these departments is indispensable to the suweﬁs
of our Research organisation and to the economic utilisas:
tion of our forest resources. But I have tried to give you

some idea of what the Institute is doing. Nor have I

time to refer to the valuable educational work done at the
colleges allied fo this Tnstitute, for the training of officers
in forestry. The work done here, which owes so much to -
Mr. Rodger's own efforts and to the unceasing interest he
and those under him have taken in making it worthy of



Opening of the Forest Kesearch Institute at Dehra Dﬂaﬁ'.-

theit great (,hargo is of the very greatest importance, and i

the  construction of these buildings isg cause  for
legitimate pride and satisfaction. Buildings, how-
ever, are mot everything. 1t was because my Gov-

ernment  realised this  fact that, on the initiative

of Sir Muhammad Habibullah to whose interest and
enthusiasm the Forest Department owes so much, and
whose presence here to-day has to our great regret been
unavoidably prevented by the duties awaiting him on his

return from his responsible mission to Geneva and Liondon, |
they appointed recently a small but expert Committee,

under the presidency of Sir Chunilal Mehta, to advise them
about the functions and poliey of the Institute and the
futnre of its activities, We are greatlv beholden to the
Committee for the wluahle report which they submitted
this swmmer and which was made publie very shortly after
it was received. In that report, they made a number of
most helpful suggestions and laid down = with admirable
judement and lueidity the line of policy which should be
pursued in the future, T am glad to have this opportunity
of acknowledging our indebtednesy to them. Complete
examination of their report must necessarily take time, buf
1 am happy to be able to say that the bulk of their recom-
mendations have already been taken up in consultation
with Mr. Rodger and that we hope to give effect, in due
course, to very many of them. We intend within the
limits of our financial liability to give this Institute now
g0 finely housed and located, the scientific staff which it
requires, and to omit or neglect no measure which we think
will make for its continned success and greater useful-
‘Ness.

The Institute and the various allied activities of
which it is the centre must, as I see it, aim at the dischargo
of a double purpese. Of the most effective utilisation of
Indian woods I have already spoken, but it is not less our

\Specchios by Lord Trwin, o
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desire to train Indian personnel in all the teehmcal bra.nche‘s

‘of forestry research work. The governing consideration

must remain that of efficiency, and I am certain no Indian
who is concerned to see this branch of India’s resources
fully developed would be so short-sighted as to desire the
employment of Indians in any technical post, just because
they were Indians, without regard to their technical quali-
fications. In research of any kind reliable and accurate

work is an absolute mnecessity, But subject to the main~ |

tenance of this technical standard, I yield to no Indian
in my desire to see Indians filling an increasingly large
place in the several posts that this Institute may have tc _

'oﬁ’er

In earrying out the policy which I have euunemterl
the Government of India, I need hardly add, Jook forward
to and most heartily invite the eordial co-operation of the
Provincial Governmuents. The fnture success of the Insti-
tute must depend on the goodwill of the Provinces, and X
fully recognise how much the work of the Institute canu be
furthered, and how much more fruitful the results of its
work for India are likely to be, if their eo-operation and
support are assured. My Go?ernment will welegome all
the help that Provinces ean give us in the work of eo-
ordinating forest research, and I feel econfident that as
the years pass the material gain to the country from the
activities of the Institute so supported will be greater th.a.n
I venture to think many of us here to-day can realuae.;

REPLY T0O MUSLIM DEPUTATION AT DFLHI

- Oth November  Tlis Excellency the Vlearoy received a Deputalion compnsed- !

1929,

of representatives of the Muslim eommunity at Delhi on the j
torenoon of the 9th November in eonnection with Tthild_

Marriage Restraint %ct and after hearing theu’ views s4
L
Gentlewmen,~I1 am  very plea&ed to havé the

opportunity of meeting representatives of the Muslim
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"_emm:xmuﬂy heu, to-cay, and to lmar [‘mul\]y from them."
of their anxieties in regard to tlm 1rmt’£m whwh haa been _
'th(. ﬂub,]mb of ouy ch%usswn Wil ; ARSI

T fully appreciate the sty en(gth of your fcelmg on' the.
subject, and wish to state as plainly as I can what seems
to me to be the relevant cunsxd(:ratums whmh we .all ha,ve '
t;o br*ar in mind, -

i Wiret of el let my rnmmd you of the legal posxtmn
by whu,h I amd you are both alike bound :

Under the Indian eonstitution, * The Ind:an Liegisla-
dure has power to maka laws for all persons, for all courts
‘and for all places and. thmg*; Wlthln BI‘ITIS]I Indaa”."
! jﬁa LY. ' :

: This is a wr} wide: poWer but it is govemod by the :
'pqulon among others of 67 (2) (b)— | |
10Tt shall not be lawful, without the previous
 sanetion of the Governor-General, to introduce
at any meeting of either Chamber of the
Indian Legislature any measure affecting the
religion or religious rites and usages of auy
~ class of British subjeets in India.”’

In the exercise of this power my predecessor and 1
think 1 myself have on several occasions refused sanction
to bills which, by reason of their religious or quasi-relizious
import, would have wounded the religious feelings of a
vomnmunity, and the mere discussion of which therefore
would inevitably have aroused sharp communal feeling,
And I ean withont hesitation say that in all such. cases
any one wha holds my office would serutinise very seriously
any sueh pmpnsabs for logislation before granting sanction,,
. There may be cases of purely religions and spmtuai
eharacter where a eivil legislature wonld naturally be very
unwilling to intervene, unless it were with the assent of
the preponderance of opinion in the community ¢oneerned.

X am thinking of what Maulana Mahommed Ali, in hm

- A6PSY
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very ‘complete and inter e%’rmg statement which he was
good enough to give me yesterday, has referred to as u ‘the.
boundaries of Allah * which must never be tramgrwsed
But as I see it there are other quostions; of wh ich this
Martiagé cuestion was one, which are border-line cases
bctwmn sociology or civies and religion. In the statement
I have just referred to Maulana Mahommed Ali has spoken
of the fallacy of trying o differentiate sociology from
religion,  But here’ clear thinking is important.© In a
 matter of this kind, it ig impossible(for the modern qtzzte_ ;
to disinterest itself, becanse it clearly bears upon social
questions which must be of the mosf vital interest to it
_but in dealing with the question a civil legislature iy

dealing with it primarily i its eivil aspect which mum.- i

always remain its responsibility.

Difficulty i3 bound to arise for us all in such border:
Jine cases, and we have to judge them both as men sincerely
devoted to our religion whatever that may be, and also.
a8 ialrmmdod and progressive citizens of a prowe&ma
age,

It is not only ﬂmreior a lec'xslcn ure ‘which hag to
rpeonm}e these conflicting duties but it i§ a duty which
pone of us can evade im forming our own prwate ]udg~
ments, - -

You are rightly jealous—as I am in my own case in
similar  difficulties that £ requmtly arise in legland—'-oﬁ
gpiritual liberty and freedom in ma tters of religions faith
and practice. ‘Where the limits of the civil society and
the religious orgamsqimn are coterminons these difficulties
do not avise, for each is the counterpart of the other in
the eivil and religious sphere respeetively. But neither
you nor I can ignore our obligations as citizens in @ eivil
society whiehi is not composed only of members of tlm same
religions profession as ourselves. : '

Tt i not necessary for me to sfress the ewm mdc of
the evils of c¢hild marriage with which the bill mtroducbd
by Rai Sahib Har Bilas Sarda was designed to _deal The
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.amon taken by my Government: -’rhnugh JL,was taken v
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1y absence—was one with whieh I whole Jeartedly com-

ewrred, and on which for the r(,afsonzyl haye given carlier
* Glovernment are bound to adhere to the position which after
most full consideration they felt it right to adopt. ' The
Bill, a8 you know Chas duly reemwd Lord (xos&,hens :
| assent, - L

But in tlus, uartmular gase {i) undcrstant:l you do not
claim; that the civil authority has sought to debar you
 from a duty enjoined upon you bv religions sanetion—tox
no Moslem maintains that child marriage is obligatory on
religious  grounds. I am speaking to wen not only of
- deep religions feeling but learned in their seriptures, and
4 would not presume to speak to you at any length on the
provisions of Islamic law in regard to marriage, whether
laid down in the Qoran Shareef, the Hadis or in other
authoritative sources. But I believe that child matrmge
is so far as Moslems are concerned an exceptional practice,
and one which as .a ecommunity they are not prépared to j
defend. I believe it is also true that in Bgypt, aud
©possibly in other Muslim countries, marriage laws have
been enactod by a civil legislature.

But I take it that your chief c¢oncern is in regard to
the wider principle of asserting the religious character
of the act of marriage, and of ensuring, so far as it is
possible for you to do so having regard to those general
obligations as ecitizens of which T spoke just now, that
religious libertiss and  those that are included in  the
Personal Law should not be impaired by eivil lugmlatmn
_against your wishes, Thus Maulana Mahommed Ali, in
his  written statement, talks of Islamic law  as being
absolutely self-contained--a complete preseription of
everything that a man ghall do te God)to his nughbour
and to himself, What Muslims fear, as he puts it, i3 the
repeal of Qoranie law by a human and non-Islamiec legis
Jature. I bave said: enough to show you that I recognise
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and largely shave your feeling on these points and you
may vest well assured that I shall gontinne to have fulk
reeard to the sentiments you have expressed in considering
whether or et sanetion should be aceorded to projeets

of legislation, and inasmuch as the future constitution of

1 A8th Novems

ber 1920,

India ig now under discussion I shall make it my duty to
aequaint thiose, who may now or later be comcerned with
the drawing of its lines, with the views you have laid before
M | ey AR ARE MR 0

I would only add in conelusion that I am very pleased
that you have seen fit to represent to me so frankly yoar
anxieties, and T trust that what I have said will allay

those that you yourselves have felt and enable you to.

remove anyieties frow the minds of ofhers, who were
unable to be here to-day. ! it
OPENING OF THE NEW KRISHNA BRIDGE AT 'S-ANGDI;
In opening the New Krishna Bri_t’l_ge at Sanghi on the 18th
November, His Excellemey the Viceroy said :~— G

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen~I am deeply
gratified that Your Highness should have decided to
sienalise the first visit of a Vieeroy to Sangli by & ceremony
of tiis kind, and to allow me to take part in a function
which inauguratés an undertakingl destined to be of the .
greatest benefit to the people of Your Highness' State.
Ever since I was prevented by illness two years ago fron
takirg advantage of Your Highness' kind invitation, I
have looked forward keenly to visiting yonr State, and
nothing eould have exceeded the warmth of the reception I
have received from Your Highness and Your Highness’
people this morning. :

Lady Irwin and T ave both decply grateful to you for
the kind terms in which you have just bidden ns weleome
to Sangli. My visit is, Ly foree of cireumstances, shorter
than T conld have wished, but a Viceroy does not have to
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spend more than an hour or two in an Indian State to
vealisi the loyalty and friendship which its people feel

 towards His Majesty the King-Ewmperor’s representative. |

- Your nghnﬂs“s has given expression to that sentiment this
mor nmg and to the friendly relations which have existed
for so  long between Your Highness and Your
Hzghness predecessors anrl the British Government, and
~ which have been marked by homours and distinetions of
‘which you may well feel prond. Of all those honours the
‘most valued, I think both in Your Highm}w " eyes and in
. those of the Govemment is the salute sonferred upon the
:Chmf of bangh in recognition of the services of the State
in the Great War, 1 have listened with great gratifica-
tion to what Your Illghllf;‘bs has  said | regarding  the
announwment which it was my: duty to make on November

U Ast. I am glad that Yo_m nghnebs_ieeis as I myself feel,
(that  great value may be found in the procedure

outlined therein whieh will enabls Ifis Majesty’s Govern-
ment | before submlthng definite proposals to Parliament
to have had the advantage of free and full discussion with

representatives bofh of Your Highness’ Order a,nd of British
Indla '

I have had the privilege for some time of knowmg-
Your Highness in other surroundings, and I have learnt
to  value the work which Your Highness has done as a
memhm of tife Standing Committee of the Chamber of
Prinees,  Thiy adds to the pleasure I feel in visiting Your
Highness in your own State and in seeing for myself the
resulis of your good administration. Here in this town
of Sanoli the signs of prosperity are apparent in the
cleanliness and well-being of the streets and in the eom-
modious buildings which house its population. In the rest
of your State I believe that conditions are no less cone
mendable, and I congratulate Your Highness on this
satisfactory state of alfairs. We have one instance before
us of Your Highness’ thought and eonsideration for your
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people in the fine bridge which T am mow to open and
which you have heen good enough to call by my namec.
Much of the history of India is in its bridges ; they have
played their part in the gradual consolidation of a widely
varied country and varied peoples, ‘they have added
jmmeasurably to the prosperity and comfort of a great
population. This bridge will, T am confident, be widely
welecomed by Your Highness’ people, and will be a very
real boon hoth to Sangli town and the villages of Sanglt
State. May it long endure to remind future generations |
of Your Highness’ solicitude for the well-being of those over

whom yeu rule. gl it
OPENING OF_ - THE I’.ZI&GRI{J%IL’I-'URAL-‘- MU.SE‘UM AT
KOLHAPUR.
e oo His Xxeelleney the Viceroy delivered the following speech

ber 1929,

s

~ shen he opened the Agrfenltural Museum at Kolhapur on ther

ith November iﬂ?‘ fame 41
Your ;?'a'g?h?aes_.al-,'l.a.dz'es and Gentlemen,—The pleasure |
which T fgit in aceepting Your Tlighness™ kind invitation
to visit y,mu-fhismric...‘State was greatly enhancedyby the
Imowledge that.it would be a pleasure experienced by no
previous' Viceroy. Now that I have broken this fresh
ground and received a weleome So genuine and cordial,
T-have little doubt that my suecessors will fgel a desire to
follow in my footsteps. Tt was, I need hardly say, a
grievons disappointment to me two years ago when illness
prevented me from visiting Kolhapur, and that eis-
appointment, was heightened by the knowledge that Your
Highness had already made elaborate arrangements for our
eomfort and entertainment. '
The ceremony I am now to perform symbolises what
I hope is a general aspiration throughout  India  to-day.
The recommendations made by the Royal Commission on
Agriculture have aroused great interest in Tndian farming,
and have caused Local Governments and Tndian
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States to take fresh stock of their agricultural p__o_sii_;ion-, i
“and among other things to effect improvements in the 4
methods of thejeultivator by means of shows, exhibitions

and Co-operative Soecieties, = The buﬂﬁmﬂ'&. I am / now to
open are Your Hmhm‘ss contribution to this important
“movement, and bear testimony to  your keenness and
 foresight in the development of the agricultural resourees

of your State. I owe yom my thanks for the honour you

have done me by associating my name with the Museum,

which will I am sure be of lasting beneﬁt to the peopls of

Kolhapur. A

Agmcultule will always be the chief mdusiry of
Kolhapur and the main Source of the State’s revenue.
Bvery advance made for the improvement of agricalture
must a.ceordmgly ‘bring wealth and prosperlty to the

cultivator, and by increasing the resources of the State

enable the administration to progress in all its branches.
1 am glad therefore to be able to. congratulate Your
Highness on the efforts you have made and are making to
stady the needs of your agriculturists by the introduction

of Co-operative Societies, the eonstruetion of irrigation -~
tanks, the employment of trained Agrieultural Advisers

and the Facilities you have recently given to the British
American Tobaceo Company to introduce the growth of
~ American tobacco in the villages of wour State. The
measures too which Your Highness is taking to improve your
forests cannot fail to be of great benefit to your people,
My visit to Panhala yesterday gave me a chance of seeing
something of the work already carried out and I know that
Your Highness will not fail to seize any opportunity thaf
may offer itself of further development of your planta-
tions.

Your Highness’ State stretches from the Sahyadri
range to the broad plains of the Deccan. The produce
of the forests, the rice and small millets of the hills, the

'_Sﬁeé&;&e&; by Lord I_?‘ia;in-.-_' I 23
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. larger mx]lets of the plmns the cotton, sugamane grmmfl« !
aut and other erops of the rich black eotton soil give &

wide field for profitable research,; and Your: nghl)(’fi‘; has
taken a wise step in establishing tlus Instltutmn ‘of whiets

the experimental farm uhould pmve of mestlmable heneﬁt'
to your cultivators. / ‘

T am partienlarly 1mereﬂst ed i the neasares you have
taken to ensuve that the results of wowk done hére mdy be
widely diffused among your people. The gap between’
research and work-a-day  practice is one wlneh must
' eve‘rywhm be bridged, if both are to work proﬁta,bly hand
iu hand for the good of their common purpose. Ner T think

15 it easily possible to exaggerat{, the importance of eﬁectmg:_ R

in agricultural communitics as infimate a working alfiance

" as may be between the education of the child and the

industry of  agriculture, which must elaim his or her

prinecipal activities in later years. For thig reason I con-.

gratulate Your Highness upon your foresight in attaching
a Central Agricultural School to the Musewmn, amd twporn
the other plams you have devised to link the energies ef
this plan with the common life of the great ma;ontyp{ of
your subjects. i

With regard to Your Highness' pmpa&al for an extm« '
gion of the railway  from Kolhapur to Danpm', 3
understand that this matter is being examined in conmec-
tion amd relation with projeets in the same area having
identical ainrs, and I can assure Your Highness thav it
will receive eareful consideration at the hands of Govern-
- ment, :

Your Highness, while ‘we are Speakmg, the eropa are
growing. We are all anxious to see this Museum, School
and Fxhibition started on their mission of usefulness, and
I will now ask your permission fo declare them formal}'y
open, Your Highness bas asked me to assist you  with
advice how to mike this Museum a stecess, and, though T
aw diffident about offering counsel t6.@ race of farmers
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on thexr oun soil and ou theu‘ owa subjeet, I neéd hardly

| pay that 1 shall be glad at all times to help you in any..'_;_j_.l__'_ "
way X ean, But from what I haye seen to-day I Ieel welki

 assured that the best guarantee of the suceess of these

! ﬂastltui ions will be that Your Highness should continue to
- bestow on them the personal interest and understanding

" which yot have shown in their inception. In declaring
them open, I wish ‘them a long career of inereasing atility

to a]l whom it will be theu prmlege to sexve,

-OPENTNG OF THI} O’BI{II' '] T:B;(“IINICAL SCHOOL AT
' K(JLMPUR AND THE UNVEILING OF THE STATUR
"OF HER HIGHNESS THE DOWAGFR MAHARANI OF
 KOLHAPUR, :

Vhe tollowmg spmwh wis made by His Fxcal'lcnev {he
Vieeroy at the opening of the O’Brien Teelnical School and the
Unveiling of the Statue of Her Highness the menger Mabarani
of Kolhapur at Kolbapur on the 19th _Novemhe'r g

Your Highness, Beo Bahadur, Ladies and Gentlemen—
1 take it as a great honour that I should have been
asked to unveil this statute of Her Highness the Dowager

Maharani, and to open the-OBrien--Technical School. |

You have gpoken eloguently, Diwan Sahib, of the true mean-

" ing which this twofold ceremony possesses for the State of

10th Noverma
bor 1920,

Kolhapur, and I am glad to be able to join you in eoms

'  pratulating His Highness upon this happy occasion. His

Highness’ interest in education of all kinds is no new

R ._stury, and it is gratifying to know that, in aceord with the
. growing demand in other parts of India for an extension
- of technical education, His Highness has deeided to increase.
. the facilities' for this sphere of training in Kolhapuar,

The diffieulty of finding suitable and adequate employment
for the educated classes in India is one of the most serious
problems which face ug in this eountry to-day. Efforts

0425
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Opeumg of the U’Bnm Techmcal Sohoa! at Kol!mpur and ﬂw

unvetling of the Statue of Her. Haghnes‘e : the Dowager

. Maharani of Kolhapur. i G

hm' becntand are being made to solve Jt but we ave stlll

» from finding the true answer to our | question. A
pmtml solution however is, 1. believe, to be found  in
industrial, mechanical and cnmmercidl employment fc»r
which training sueh as this Institution will provide must
clearly be the foundation, I am eonfident therefore that
the School 1 have just opeuod will be of great and real

benefit to the youth of Kolhapur. The supply of technical i

and seientifie training however must be ad;juqted wrsely :

to the demand, for it will have little value in the abssence---'_:
of adequate opportunity to apply it. I trust therefore thaty
in so far as it lies within your power, Your Highness will

not fail to enmeourage industrial and similar enterpm&eﬂ_
whieh lie within the resourees of your State.

In naming the school after that able Political Ofﬁcer
Colonel O’Brien, who during the period in which he was
Resident at Kolhapur enjoyed the friendship and ftrust of
Your Highness, you have given pﬂblm and appreciative
recognition of his work and worth. The excellent relations
swhich in the main  subsist between the Rulers of the
Indian States and  the representatives  of  Government
aceredited to theni are a subject of congratulation no less
to the Rulers than to the Officers of the Political Depart-
ment of my Government, Thronghout the many States
I have visited T have not only found these cordiul relations
existing but have met with meimories of gratitude
and affection regarding the work of Political Officers during
o hundred and fifty years.. The public is not always aware
of this and a certain amotnt of ill-informed ecriticism
has been directed against a Serviee which has served well
not only ity Covernment but also the States. Though it is
the primavy duty of Political Officers to interpret the
poliey and wishes of the Govermment of India they are .
also in a very real sense the friends and champions of the
States, and from my own experience 1 can say that they
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Openféng of the O’Brien Techwical School at Ko'if_hapuf ‘and, the
unveiling of the Statue of Her @ Highness the I)Ow_agcr
Maharant of Kalhapur ' '

are never backward in championing the canse nt‘ a Durbar,

where this differs and in their view rightly differs from the

 point of view held by the Government of India. I trust

that the measure of the usefulness of this institution
" dedicated in Colonel O’Brien’s name will be that of the
esteem in which he was held by Your Highness,

Let us now turn our thoughts to Mr. Karmarkar's fine
work of art which His Highness ha]? presented to this eity,
and which I have just unveiledX "It is well that a city
~or a State should perpetuate the memory of ity benefactors,
and Her Highness in spite of her secluded life has done
much for Kolhapur to entitle her to the gratitude of its
people.  Speaking in this place I need not enlarge on her
¢harity to the weak and poor, her cave for the children
and women of this State, her determination to improve the
conditiors of life and upbringing for all; I feel sure that
in  these and kindred works of serviece of her humbler
fellows she has found the secret of true and enduring
happiness, and I fervently hope that she may enjoy health
and strength for many years to continue her good work.

Gentlemen, your ecity is already indebted to Tirs
Highness the Maharaja for a statue of his late father,
This second statue is a fitting counterpart. Ity site too

~has been well chosen, at the junction ofy two broad

thoroughfares forming part of the important scheme whick
hag been of such benefit to the people of His Highness’
capital, The roads also, I notice, are named after two
. ‘men in whose hearts Her Highness’ charitable endeavours
- will: always strike a ready chord of sympathy, His
Excellency Sir William Birdwood and Sir Leslie-Wilsen.
Your Mighness, I thank you for inviting me to
perform this ceremony. I can readily pieture to myself
the double pleasure you yourself must feel at this moment,

the pleasure of a dutiful son paying reveremce to . an
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honomed mother, and the pleasure of a good ritler com*-_--';
memorating in lasting form the care and S)mpathy of his.
Iouse for the loyal people of his State. I trust that,

as the eyes of future generations rest uponm this statue, |
they may interpret it as a memorial to one who deserved
well of the State she sought to ferve, as an expression of
hat family affection which is the foundation of all human
ciety, and as a symbol of that mutual vegard and '

& =1\ \;onmblhty by which the relations of ruler and ruled
should be inspired, -

UNVBILING OF A STATUE OF SIR LESLIE WILSON.

Tn Unveiling the Statue of Siv Leslie Wilson at Kolbapur ©

on the 19th November, His Execellency the Viceroy said -~

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemeny,—1 have had
other opportunities of speaking in Kolhapur to-day and
I do not propose therefove to make too great 4 demand
upon your patience. Nor indeed, after listening to Ilis
Highness’ eloquent and heart-felt eulogy of Sir Leslie
Wilson, do I feel that there is much for me to add about
a personality whose memory is still fresh among _‘the
multitude of friends be has left in India. oAl

But T must thank Your Ilighness warnﬂy for having
allowed me the purivilege of unvellmg this statue. It is
fitting that Kolhapur should pay such a mark of honour
to Sir Leslie Wilson, for during his tenure of the (overnor-
ship of Bombay he made, in a very special gense, the
intervests of the States within his politieal charge his own..
During that period several States were transferred from
the charge of the Presidency to that of the Government of
india. But the personal regret which Sir Leslie Wilson
must inevitably have felt at this change of relations acted
only as a spur on him to show how much a Governor eonld
still ‘do on behalf of the States in political relations
with him. Upon those who were left he bestowed unremit-
ting care and solicitude with the happiest rvesults. Flis
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' 'gonral p{*rfsonahty won the. i}iil"l([‘:hlp of thc Rulmq in. ﬂ._'l _
marked degree, and his passion for clean government and
all goud causes was & constant stimulus to the Princes and- i

' Chiefs to improve their administrations and to do all in

' their power for the welfare *m(l pmqpel ity of their pcnplo _

He rightly thought that more improvement could be |
abtaired by frlendly cncoumrrmmrnt; and judicions praise .
than by threats and warnings. e wag justified in the

issie, and he often expressed ihis belief that many of the
States in his eharge could in the progressive and bencfieent
' character of their administrations show an etample to all
India. I am glad to believe that he had good reason for
»his faith, His pride in their pchievements made him an
' enthusmstlc and whole-hearted supporter of the States in
seeking to secure recogmtton for their just claims and
' aspirations, and they on their part owe him a deep debt
_ of gratitude for his labours on their bhehalf,

Your Highness has good cause therefore to .value his
friendship and to perpetuate his memory in the  statue
which you see hefore yon. I know that Sir Leslie Wilson
himself appreciates very highly the honour you haye done

him, and that he is not likely to allow time to efface the

memory of the good friends he has made among the

Princes and people of the Bombay Plb%ld("ncv

STATH BANQUET AT KOLHAPUR.
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His Bi'xeell'vnry the Viceroy delivered the following speacl: 10¢th Novems

at the Hmto Tiamqnpt at T{nlhapm on the 19th November B

Yoz-:r Highness, Ladies and Gentiemen,—I must bewm

, by thamlnng Your Ihghness warmly for the eordial terms
in which you have just proposed my health and Lady
- Jrwin's. . We are both most grateful to you for the weleone
you have given us to your State and for all the hespitality
you haye shown us in it. - We too have found our time all

ber 1029, ;
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- too qhort, but, thanks to Your nghnms excellent arrange-— )

ments we have seen a great deal that was of interest and

we shall carry away the hﬂpple% reeo!leutwne of our
'Vlblt ' ) ! i ! -

Whon fit hnded in India three cmd a half wars ago,
Your Highness was one of the first Princes to greet me
and fo give me a pressing invitation to visit your State.
I determined to take an early opportunity of accepting

Your Highness’ invitation, and T was only pr't’\fenl(,d byt

illness from dmna so two years ago,. to my own gredu
disappointment and, 1 fear, to Your Hlo‘hnw,s grwt
inconvenience.

I have listened with much in‘_f..ercst'- 4o Your Highuess’
account of the progress made in the State under your,
rule.  Your Ilighnessshas rightly spoken in terms of praise '
of your late lamented father who, as social reformer and
leader of his ecommunity, exercised so  important and
beneficent an influence not merely in his State but through-
out Western India. 1 am pleased to know ' that Your
Iighness is pursuing the same tradition of far-sighted
policy, and is building on the foundations which he has
laid. I have been greatly interested in all 1 have heard
of your Jate father’s successful efforts to spread ednecation
among the more backward classes of the community, and
to break down certain social barricrs which he felt were
hindering his reforms. My attention ‘has specially baen
attracted to the system of hostels attached to schools and
colleges in Kolhapur, and I am glad to hear that Your
Highness continues to carry on this good work. EHCE et

It is impossible to recall the name of your father
without remembering with gratitude his loyalty to the
British Throne and the Empire, and his personal work
and influence which were of such value in the Great War.
Nothing could have illustrated more vividly how stauneh



