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State Bamguet at Imphal,

1t was a great disappointment to Lady Irwin and to
l me two years ago when urgent and important business
' called me back to Delhi and foreed me to eancel the visit
to Manipur to which we had been so keenly looking for-
ward. My regret wag all the greater because 1 was fully
;consvmua of the trouble to which our sudden change of
" plan must have put Eom Highness and Your Highness’
- officials. .
As. Your Highness hag just said, it is nea.rly 30 years
.'f since Lord Curzon, that much travelled Vieeroy, came
| to Manipur. The ways of Viceroys are always mysterious,
and it is a mystery to me why other Viceroys have denied
H’ themselves the pleasure of visiting this beautiful corner
of North-FEastern India. The truth is that we have not
always time to follow out our own inclinations, nor has
' it always been possible to perform the journey to Imphal
with the ease and comfort in which we have {ravelled
here today. 'The magnificent motor road whiech now
connects the capital with the railway line, 134 mileg away,
has indeed changed the conditions of travel since Lord
" Qurzon did his journey hy bridle path through Silehar,

you may remember that Lord Curzon spoke of the good
_education you had received, and promised that as long
as your rule was good and you showed justice and
henevolence to your people you would be supported by
N\ the British Government.

% It is a great pleasure to me to be able to say tonight
“§that [ believe that the hopes expressed by Lord Curzon
thave been fully realised. The part Your Highness played
) Isﬁ the Great War is still fresh in our memories. Not only
wjdid you offer the British Government the resources of
our State, but you placed your personal services ant
hose of your men at their disposal. That generous offer
as earried into practice by Your Highness supplying

Much clse has happened in the intervening space of
30 years. Af that time Your Highness was a boy, but.
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a doublo company for service in the army and for motor

. ambulances, and also a labour corps. whieh ant on
service to France.

. Before the Great War bad ended, the Kmn rf,bellmn
gave Your Highness a further opportunity of displaying
your loyalty to and support of Government, I read
Jately the resolution in which Sir Nicholas Beatson-Bell,
'the Governor of Assam at that time, placed on record his
high appreciation of Your Highness’ attitude throughont
the rebellion, and of your statesmanlike view of -t'h_e pro-
blems connected with it. He emphasised especially the |
good effect produced by Your Highness’ tours in the |
va}]ev and by your presence in one of the expedltlons, and
he ended by expressing hope, which 1 warmly echo.this
evening, that never again will Your Highness’ rule be
“disturbed by any unrest among your subjects. Following
on this unrest Your Highness gave praetical proof of
your desire to improve the administration of the hill
tribes in the State by consenting to the employment of
sub-divisional officers in the hills under the control of
the President of the Durbar. More recently your decision
to allow a respousible body of missionaries to carry- on
medieal and educational work among the Kukis is further
evidence of your determination to fulfil your obligations
as a ruler, T think I need scarcely say that it is in
récognition of the sineere desire of Your Highness,
pxpressed in words and translated into action, to meet
the wishes of Government in such ways as I have just
deseribed, that Your Highness’ State has received from
time to time liberal tr eatment in the matter of financial

- assistance.

Before I condude 1 qhould like to offer Your H1ghne=19;
and your people my sympathy in the Joss to life and
property caused in the State by the recent earthquake
and the floods of the previous year. It gave my Govern-
ment the greatest pleasure to assist towards the repara-
tion of the damage caused by she floods by granting a
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_ suhﬂt&nmal laan to Your Ihghness and by agreeing for
a further period of three years to let the tribute stand
at five thousand instead of fifty thousand rupees on the
/ dexsﬂ:a‘ndmg that the savings are utlhsed for exptﬂnch

tura in the hills. -

It remains only to thank Your Highness once more
for ‘the great kindness you have done us by inviting us
to Manipur. We only wish that time could have per:
‘mitted us to make a longer stay. Our visit has given us
the privilege of making the acquaintance of Your H ighness
and of many of Your H1ghm=ss people, and the warm
mterest which we ghall always take in everything that
coneerns your State will he quickened by the personal

 memories we shall retain of all the kindness which has
been shown to us here.

~ Ladies and gentlemen, 1 ask you now to join me in
drinking long life and prosperity to our host His High-
ness the Maharaja of Manipur,
SHILLONG MUNICIPAT ADDRESS,

‘His  Exeellengy ' the Viceroy reeeived addresses  of 10th January
weleome from the Shillong Municipal Board and the Siems 1931
of the Khasi and Jaintia people at Shillong on 10th January
1931 and replied as f"ollows fmee

G‘entlemew,—-lt has given Lady Irwin and myself
the greatest pleasure to have heen welcomed with such
kindness on our arrival in Shillong by the residents of
the capital and by the Siems and representatives of the
Khasi and Jaintia people, and on her behalf and on my
own I thank you very warmly for all that you have
said in the two addresses to which we have just listened.
We had of course often heard of the beauty of your

 hill station and of the country which surrounds it, and
‘how at last we are able to see for ourselves that those
who sang its praises have in no way exaggerated. Indeed
L fully agree with those who, whether right in their
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etymology or not, derive the name of Assam from the
Sanskrit word which in Emuglish means ‘ the peerless '’

It is therefore all the greater satisfaetion,
Mr. Chairman, to have your assurance that the Municipal
Board of this town are so fully alive to the obligation
incumbent upon them of making Shillong in every way
worthy of the material with which Nature has endowed
it. Now that you have an elected majority on the Board,
the general body of voters shares with you the respon-
sibility of keeping your municipal services up to date
in every way, and I trust that the people of Shillong will
always insist on the maintenance of high standards in
these matters. I listened with pleasure, Mr, Chairman,
to the tribute you paid to the work being done in the
important field of public health by the Welsh Mission
Hospital and the Pasteur Institute, a work which must
surely be of great and lasting service to the people of
this Provinee.

The interest of our visit to your capital has been
greatly added to by the presence of the Siems and
representatives of the Khasi and Jaintia people, some
of whom have I know performed arduous journeys to
welcome us here today. Your address, gentlemen, has
properly recalled the ancient history of your race, its
national pride and its virile character. It possesses in
marked degree an attribute which, in days gone by, made
the men of my own race famous as fighting men, a natural
ckill in archery. The conditions of society and admin-
istration in your hills have been well set forth in the
memoranda prepared by the Government of this Provinee
for the Statutory Commission, and the Commission them-
selves have clearly stated the problem of your future
administration as it presented itself to ¢hem. This,
along with the general question of certain kindred tracts
in other parts of India, is a matter which is now within
the purview of His Majesty’s Government and the Con-
ference now assembled in Liondon. I will mot therefore
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i say mo‘re ﬂmn that, whatever the em:xsmtuhnnal devplup- §

' _ment may be, I have no doubt that the rights and

‘privileges of the Siems will be safegnarded, and that, so
far ag may be practicable, stops will be taken to preserve
the national individuality of the Khasi race. This, I
Eknow, is a matter in which—as in all others affecting the

. welfare of this Province and its people-—His Hxeellency

- 8ir Laurie Hammond takes a close personal interest, aﬁd
of ‘which he has a wide and sympathetic knowledg 1
will only make one comment of a general kind. A desu‘
has 1 think been expressed by some of the Khasis and
. f:sylmtenws that the distriet exeluding the Siemships should
 be made a regulation district and should not be included
in what are now known as the baclward tracts. The
reactions of such a step upon those Khasis who live in
. Biems’ tervitory 1s clearly an xmportamt conmdpm’rl{m in
 coming to a decision on this matter. oy I think it may
 be Iald down a3 an axiom that the introduction of the
land revenue system, with the free transfer and purchase
of land, the establishment of Courts of Justice under the
; _("alcutta High Court, the imposition possibly of a road
Ccess, in fact all the admlmstratne improvements which
would accompany the inclusion of the Dritish portion of
the district as part and parcel of Assam proper, would he
likely to result in the Khasi States being drawn by
economic  competition to follow the line of development
adopted in the rest of the distriet.

May I, in conclusion, thank once again all those
who have gathered here today for the very kind reeeption
that has been given to Lady Irwin and myself Our
tim¢ in India is, to our great regret, drawing near its
 close, and my present tour is probably my last in British
India.  All the more vivid therefore will be the pictnre
we shall take away with us of your beautiful country and
- its friendly people, and we shall never cease to wish you
and all the people of Assam a full measure of hapiness
and prospemy U
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ADDRESS AT THE OPENING SESSION OF THE FOURTH
i ' LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

17'&%;}““““&’ His Excellency the Viceroy delivered the following Address
: i at the opening Session of the Fourth Legislative Assembly on

the 17th January 1931 :—

Glentlemen,~-It is my privilege today to weleome Mem-
bers of this House to the opening session of the fourth .
Legislative Assembly. Among them are ma,ny{ who have
already made their names in public life, and, if we regret,
as we mpst, the absence of some who have hitherto been
frequentil:articipa'nts in our, debates, we are glad to see
again many, who are well known to the Assembly, along
with others of proved quality" in other fields, who have
come forward to serve their country in this sphere. '

My first duty is to offer my sincere congratulations to
your|{President on his election 1o his responsible and
honourable office, He brings to his duties a = wide ex-
perience of public affairs and of legislative proeedure,\and
I am confident that he will discharge his important fune-
tions with dignity and with wise impartiality. Though the
election has on this oceasion heen | contested, T haye no
doubt that, now the deeision of the i-Iouse has been taken,
the President will on all occasions be able to countrupﬁqn
the loyal support of all parties and persons im it. '

I would have wished that this Assembly might hove
been convened for its first }neeting at such a date as would
have enabled those of its members, who have attended the
Round Table Conference, to be in their places}at the
beginning of the session. There are however certain fixed
dates and certain requirements of procedure which have
limited my choice in this matter.] The Railway Budget
must be completed in time to permit us to bring the second-
half of the general Budget hefore the House at thef
beginning of March. Moreover, on the occasion of a new
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Aﬂsembly, the Standing Finance Committee and the Rail-

way Standing Finance Committee, which at other tlmes;[

complete the greater part of their task before the beginning
of the session, have to be . reconstituted. There ave also
important measures of legislation, to }Which I must presently

refer, and for which it was eleavly essential to give ample
time for diseussion. These were all reasons which would

' havéi 11Iia,d|e' delay inconvenient,

On this 'pa1‘ticii1ar oceasion too 1 was anxious that the
work of the session should be completed before T laid down
: _m;\rloﬁme, and, as the date of my departure from [ndia ‘was

ertain ntil & week or two ago, [ felt it desirable if
posmble lo"iconclude our busmess hy about the third weel
in' Mareh.!' For these reasons I decided to summon the
House in the middle of January, and/T trust that this may
not have exposed Hon’ble Members to inconvenience. Tt
haq'meant I fear, the absence today of certain prominent
mf-mbers fmm[‘ﬂwn places, but, while regretting this, I
trast I have made plain the reasons that appeared to pre-
ciude the adoptmn of any other course.

The}so.mn LOH‘?](}BIatIUIlb of urgeney did not apply to
’rhe Couneil of State, and, as thejr session will not open
nnil_l Webruary, 1 have had toflforego the pleasure ot
addressing them on this occasion!' 1 shall hope, however,
towards the close of the session to ask the Members of
l-mthouqeq to give me an opportunity of taking my
fornial farewell of the Central Legislature.

For m‘yself his oceasion must necessarily be tinged
with regret. Fonit marks the opening of the last session

ht-il_igs' nearer the day when Ijshall haye to say gooﬂ-bye to
many friends in India, amongst whom I am fortunate to

of the Legislature with whic] I shall be concerned, and it
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count large numbers, who are and who have heer aMembers
of this House. I am however happy to think that, when the
time comes for me to lay down the responsibilities of my
present’ charge, I shall hand them over to one, well known
to India, who is singularly well gualified to gnide her desti-
nies at this particular juncturefand who has during a long
and distinguished period of Irdian public serviee already
assured for himself a place in the esteem and fI'IBlldShlp
of {warv many of India’s people.

Before 1 speak of the legislative and = other business
which will come before the Ilouse this session, there are
certain hmportant matters of more than depattnwutal :
interest, which deserw mention.

Our relations with Foreign States along the whole
of our great land frontier 'continue tol be of a cordial
character. On the North-West Frontier the disturbances,
which marred the spring and summer months of last year,
have subsided, and, ﬁlexcept in our relations with the Afvidis,
normal conditions may be said now to have been generally
restored. As a result of two unprovoked mvas,:onsTot the
Peshawar Distriet during the summer by  lashkars of
certaln sections of the Afridi tribe, it was deeided by my
Government, with the concurrence [bf Fis Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, to take measures for the protection of Peshawar
against this danger by preventing hostile concentrations
from again using the Khajuri and| Aka Khel plain, o
the western border of the Peshawar Distriet, ag| a base
for such attacks. In pursuance of this decision some miley
of road|have been or are being constructed to link up the
- plain with adjoining areas in which communications have
been developed, and portions of the plain thave been
occupied by troops with negligible opposition. A eon-
siderable number of froops have been employed under
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: .very severo chmatm conditions in these. omna,tmns an P‘We’ i
carmed out their duties with the cheerfulness and effi-
.uem,y that is always oharat,tel istic of the Army in India.

The situation ereated by the Afr 1(111 ineursions com-
pelled my Government, in the interest of the public safety,
to impose ' Martial Law in the Peshawar Distriet. The
" Chief Commissioner wasg appomtt,d Chief Administra-
tor . of  Martial hdw, and made every effort to ensure
thai there shoald be as little inter fprenee as possible with
the ordinary admmxstmtmn ‘In this{ he was suceessful,
and, now that provision has been ma ¢ otherwise for the
continuanee of certain emergency pPOWers ander a publi¢
Safety Regulatmn the Martial ﬁlaw Ordmance 1s beitg
_ Withdrawil; j ' v
. With the approval of my Government, the Chief
'Commwsmm*r in July last gave an undertaking that the
,admmlstmtmn of theifive distriets of the Provinece would
‘e scrutinised, and if, on comparison with the adjoining -
Cdistriets of the Punﬂb the North-West Frontier Provinee i
._udmlmstrat:.rm appeared to be in any way deficient, especial.
ly in its beneficent activities, steps would be taken, as funds
‘admitted, to remedy‘tl‘m defects. The Chief Commissioner’s
proposals in fulfitment of this undertaking are now under
consideration, Among other measures, the reassessment
which was recently made of the Peshawar Distriet has
been revised to bring it into accord with the Punjab
Land Revenue Amendment Act, with the result that the
total assessment was reduced by some {Rs. 60,000,

Questions affecting Indians overscas have as always
claimed the special attention of my Government. When
1 last addressed this House, T referred briefly tolthe Land
Tenure Bill introduced in the Assembly of the' Union of
South Africa, which had caused considerable alarm among
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Indians in the Transvaal. Myi Government sought coun- -
sel from the Standing Committee on Emigration on the
far-reaching provisions of this measure, and received from
them valuable advice to guidel them in their line of ap-
proach to this diffienlt and delicate problem, We  tully
Tecognise the  serious implications of the Bill, and in
particulan the effeet it must have on the trading and
business intevests of the Indian eommunity in  the
Trangvaal. We are aware too of the feelmgs of deep con-
cern which the Bill has aroused amongst those whose in-
terests are threatened, and of the sympathy which is felt
for them by their compatriots in South Afriea and in' |
this country. I have given this question much anxious

. thought and personal abtention. Hvery opportunity has
been taken of representing the Indian point of view, and,
a8 our Agent—8ir Kurma Reddi—announced at the
recent conference of the South Afriean Indian Congress,
our views will be communicated to the Union  Govern-
ment. It is unnecessary to assure the Iouse that we
are making every endeavour, in 60~ operatlon with  the
Union Government, to securs an equitable solution, and
I earnestly hope that the negotiations to be condueted by
our representative will result, after full and frank = dis-
cussion, in an agreement satisfactory to both sides.

Tuarning to Bast Afriea, Hon'ble Members will re-
member that the conclusions of His Majesty’s Govunrnpnt
have now been referred to a Joint Select Committee of
Parliament. = My Government are not ignorant of how
widespread is the anxiety on the several guestions that are

% mvolved, and they have submitted their views to  thiy
Committee through His Majesty’s Secretary of State for
India. 'We have further requested permission to present

_our case through a representative from India, I am glad
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g mform the House that, in the event of that request be-
ing aceepted, it is boped that our spokesman will be the
nght Hon’ble Srinivasa Sastri, whose readiness to under-
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~ take any duty in the serviee of his country has ever been

50 conspicuous a characteristic of his public career, and
who is sghortly returning from the Conference to resunie
his seat on the Royal Commission on Labour vinder the
Chairmanship of the Right Hon’ble Mr. Whitley. That
Commisgion, after sparing no paing to see for themselyes

the labour conditions of India and to hear all shades of

_opinion, are now engaged in drafting their report, and
Hon’ble Members, who will be grateful to thewm for the
manner in which they have proseeuted their enguiry, will
- also be glad to hear that they expect to be able to com-
ple*e their work next March :

I turn now to the main items of the business which
will claim the attention of Hon’ble Members. It will be
- part of your task to considen the measures for maintain-
‘ing the finaneial position of India, which will be placed
before you in due course by my Government, and I ven-
ture to say that there ean have been no period in the
higtory of the country when financial problems have
needed not only so much earnest consideration but also
the co-operation of all the forees in India, which have
power to help the situation. In using these words 1 have
in mind not merely the needs created by the present
economic crisis, but the task of finding adequate financial
resources to give the new conmstitution now under diseus-
sion a favourable start. |

India, like the rest of the world, has suffered seriously
from an almost universal trade depression, and in the
nature of things has felt the full weight of the collapse
In world prices of agricultural products. The troubles,
darising from this state of affairs, as T recently had eause
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fo pom’n out, are being seriously aggrdvated by thﬁ dis—

turbances resultmg from  the civil - disobedience move-
‘ment. I do not wish to dwell at length on this aspect of

that movement today, nor md‘ced i it profitable to mdu]_g;_e A

in vecriminations about the past. What coneerns us 18
the present and the futurve, and I would ask all Hon 'ble
Members to ponder rlf,eply on the injury which the present
dissensions are causing fo the economie life of the country.

If only distrust and nttémptq to paralyse Government,
could be replaced bv a spirit of mutual confidence and
co-operation, then even in spite of the world crisis we

mxght see the dawn of a new optimism in India, und the

opening of new ways for the 1(,(,uporatmn and development '
of her economic strength. : -

Thf-re are in pattmuiar two aspeets of the civil  dis
‘obedience movement to which I must invite the attention
of IIon’ble Members, - - '

A llt‘fle less than a mnmh ago, T felt it my duty to
have recourse again {o the speeial powers, which 1 = took
last year, for the better control of the Press and of un-
authorised news-sheets and newspapers, and for dealing
with persons who may instigate others to refuse the ful-
filment of certain lawful obligations. In doing so I ex-
pressed my regret that the urgent nature of the emerg-
ency, which necessitated the promulgation of these
Ordinances, had not allowed me to awdit the meeting of
the Clentral Legiglature, but I indicated the intention of
my Government to bring these matters before this lounse
at the earliest opportunity. That intention we  now
propose to carry into effeet by introducing legislation on
these two subjects forthwith, and I must therefore briefly
review the main factors which have led us to this deci-
sion,
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A pblitjcal movement must be jﬁdged and dealt with,

not aceording to the professions of those who initiate it or

carry it into effect, but in the light of practical ’ results.

. Whatever may be, or have been, the true object underlying
the present civil disobedience movement, Government still
sees in many parts of India determined efforts to substi-

tute another authority f‘or’lits own and to interfere  with
the maintenance of law and order, of which Government

is the constituted guardian. T need not at this stage de-
tail the several forms whieh\such_ activities have taken.
But none I think is more pernieions, or more cruel o

put upon payers of land revenueland other liabilities, to
(withhold payments that they are legally bound to malke.
In certain parts of the eountry those responsible for this
‘movement have successfully instigated the withholding -tj'fl
- such payments, and in other parts vigorous efforts are

those whom it endeavours to mi;ylead, than the pressure

being made to this end. It is very easy to see how sueh

~a programme can be put forward in attractive guige, es-

p_ecial.ly‘a't' a time when the low prices of agricultural

- products have unhappily ereated a situation of great

gravity. 1 would once more make it very plain that the

special powers! taken by Government are in no way  in-
lify the usual poliey, followed by Loeal

tended to moc
Governments, of granting suspension or 1em1mlon of land
révenue, when economie eircumstances demaud it. Indeed,
while the necessity of combating  these umdloub and

da,ngerom attempts to  ecripple  the admlmstmtmn
constrained me to take these powers, I attach great im-

portapce to them as a meaml by ‘which the small agrienl-
turists may he saved from the effects of sueh propaganda
by people, who themselves hme little to lose but who are
callously ready to involve the,‘cnuall ]amilmlder in  the

. risks of legal processes and even forfelture of hig land.



Q.

Address at  the opening Session of the Fourth 'Legismiua_
Assembly. " '

314 Speeches by Lord Irwin.

Legiqlat_iqn on this subject will accor(ii_ngly be laid betore

We also propose to ask thlq‘Houqo to give legislative
sanction for a limited period to the provisions contzined
in the Press Ordinance issued a few weeks ago. ' Apart
from the aetivities of the kind to wim,hﬂ have just ve-
ferred, and which in themselves constitiite so grave &
menace to the public tranguility, we have lately wit-
nessed a disturbing ncrease in those crimes of violence,
which| have deeply stained the fair name of Iwlia and
which, I know, are as abhorrent to the members of this
House as they are to all other reasonable persons. \

' Mhe experience of the past few months leaves no
doubt as to the existence of an organisstion, whose insane
ohjective it is to promote the overthrow of = established

. Government by|the deliberate creation of a state of terror-
ism. T know that the vast majority of Indians
deplore the growth of a movement wholly foreign to their
traditions and instinets, and 1 seellin the wide eondemna-
tion of outrages, and in particular in  the indignation
evolied by the attack on His Xxcellency the Goyernor of
the Punjab, a growing recognition of the urgentiand para-
mount need of removing this malignaut eancer in the life
of India. 1 desire to express my deep sympathy with the
relatives of all who have fallen victims at | the hands of
assassing, and 1 gladly pay a high tribute to the skill aund
courage of those, who at the constant risk of their lives
are engaged in the!du{pctmn and prevention of terrorist
plans, The devotion to duty of the officers, high and low,
of every department of Government, in diffieult and often
dangerous eircumstances. has been a featurqjof the past
year of which all branches of the service may well feel
proud. I and my Goveynment in our sphere shall spare
no effort to protect our ofﬁcers\ and the public ; but,
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‘whatever action Government may take in this matter, it

cannot achieve complete success, unless it is assisted by
the whole-hearted determination of every ecitizen to stanip

out o evil a thing from their society. 1 earnestly appeal’

to all, who have at heart India’s good name, to show by
aetion and words, which will admit of ino doubt or reserva-
tion, that they regard the tervorist movement with re-
pugnanee, and those who are actively engaged in it, or
extend to it their sympathy or support, as the WOL"\‘L ene-

mies of India.

" Among other influences which have undoubtedly
tended to the encouragement of such revolutionary methods
and violent erime, are certain sections of the Press, whose
reiterated laudation of false| sentiment and of distorted
patriotism lead all too often 'to the injeetion of deadly
poison into a certain type of mind. Fair criticism of the
admlmbtratmn or of our constitutional | pmposalb I do not
fear ; I rather welcome it. But, when the greaf power
of the Press is diverted from its true functions to dangerous
and destructive doetrine, Government ¢anj no longer stand
aside.

Iram very well aware that the two projects of legisla-
tion to which | have 1eferred must excite keen disenssion

! and perhaps eontroversy, and I Woulcf [ladly have avoided
eontroversy at this time had 1 felt if to be possible. Pro-

foundly hoping as I do that the outcome of the Round
Table Conference may b(-}’\to assist the speedy restoration
of normal conditions, I should have preferrved, if 1 could,
to suspend aetion. and await the advent of a situation in
which special powers woul dx no longer be required. But,
so far as the terrovist movement is coneerned, there ig little
ground for suppomn? that those who direct it are likely
to be deterred from |their course by constitutional agree-
ments that may be reached, and, for the rest, it is not

SLL 'I
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possible for Government to play the role of benevolent
spectators, so long as those,L\who have been endeavouring
to destroy its foundations every point, show no sign
of abating their activities. It therefore seemed eclear to
my Government that, in the face of these factslit wonld
be a dereliction of our duty to refrain from taking the
necessary protective action, and it also seemed clear to
them that on such vital issues the Members|of this touse
had both the right and the duty to express their views.
I am confident that, when they examine our proposals,
they will do so with a deep}sense of the responsibility,
which they share with Government, for preserving the
peace and stability of the country.

I have never concealed my view that action of this
kind, necessary{ as it i, will not of itself give us the re-
medy that we séek for present discontents. And, during
the past two months, the thoughts of all, who have be-
lieved! that honourable agreement is not beyond our grasp,
have been foeussed upon the proceedings of the Conference
in London. There were those, both in India and Great
Britain, who openlyl:eorned its moeting, and, both he-
fore and since it met, have made scant concealment of
their hope that it would fail, little mindful of the gravity
of the times, andlof the need for their redemption on both
sides by practical and courageous statesmanship. From
the outset, there were many among the delegates irom
India who must have been conscions nfﬁthe fact that their
own faith in the efficiency of constitutional methods was
not shared by many of their compatriots. In these eir-
cumstances, it demanded from them ne small degree of
political courage to disregard the powerful pressure to
which they were exposed, and men of every opinion ean
well afford to recognise the sense of public duty, which
impelled them to do what they deemed right in the face
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of muech bitter contumely. Of those who went to England,
there is one, to whom I must make a special reference,
for I feel assured that we should all wish to join in an
expression of deep sorrow that one of the most notable
‘personalities of the Conference should not have been
-"Jpermitted to witness the outcome of the labours, to which,
as it proved, he gave his last days of life.

The Conference, graciously opened by Ilis Majesty
the King-Emperor, is now about to conclude its labours,
‘and we await with cager interest the announcement to be
made by the Prime Minister in the next few days. Pend-
ing that announcement [ content myself with pointing to
certain things, which already stand out in sharp relief.

- The first undoubtedly is the recognition by the Indian
States of the essential unity of all India, and their readi-
ness to take their full share in designing the instruments
of Government, through which that conception of unity
may gain concrete expression and effeet. I do not under-
rate the difficulties that still have to he surmounted
before these aspirations can be realised in their entirety.
But those need not blind us to the far-reaching and deep
significance of the step taken by the States’ representa-
tives in London. T searcely think I exaggerate when I
" say that the hibtoman a hundred years hence, comment-
ing on these times, will find in it the turning point of
the constitutional history of India.

The Conference has had two further resnlts that seem to
me of incaleulable value. At the time of its convention
the atmosphere was clouded with misunderstandings on
both sides. Opinion in Great Britain was ill-informed of
the realities of thought in India ; opinion in India, even
in circles where so-called moderate views prevailed, was
suspicious and sceptical of the purpoese of Great Britain.

St
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If ignorance and suspicion still Imger they represent the
rear-guard and no longer the main body of opinion in the
two eountries. Great Britain has realised, as she has
heard it at ficst-hand from all sections of the Indian
delegation, something of the new forces that ave animat-
ing the political thought of India, while India, feeling
no longer that she is misunderstood, is better prerpared to
recognise that British statesmen have approachad  the
problem, not indeed ignoring real difficulties, but with a
gsingle will to find means by which they may be spppr]tly

and securely resolved.

And thus it might appear that all, who have lonf.zvd
to see the Conference bear fruit for the true healing of
the nations, may take new hope. The London  diseus-
gions have revealed a genuine desire on all sides to find
practical means, by which speedy and substantial recog-
nition may be given to the natural eclaims of  Indian
political thought. There is no one who will not deplore
the fact that the work of the Conference shonld have been
so gravely impeded by that problem, which continues to
occupy so pre-eminent and unfortunate a place in  the
domestic life of India. Any constitution that is to work
smoothly must obviously ecommand the confidence of all com-
munities, and in this matter India ean help herself more
than anybody else can help her. T would most earnestly
trust that leaders of all communities would once move
come together, resolved no longer to allow  the eonstitu-
tional progress of India to be impeded by this cause, or
India herself to lie under this reproach of internal dis-
cord and mistrust. Apart from this, it is evident that, to
many of those participating in the Conference,  the
influence of personal contaet with men of differing views,
along with the inspiration of the new and wider vision of
a United India that the Conference has unfolded, has had
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the effect of presenting an old problem in new guise, and
of leading them to revise some of their earlier views upon
it That way lies the best possibility for both countries
of return to the conditions of peace and harumony that we
all desire, '

Many times duming the last twelve months thoughtful
men and women must have pondered deeply over what
has been one of their most poignant and perplexing
features. However mistaken any man may think him
to be, and however deplorable may appear the results
of the policy associated with his name, no one can fail to
recognise the spiritual force, which impels Mr. Gandhi to
count no sacrifice too great in the cause, as he believes, of
the India that he loves. And I faney that, though he on
hig side too thinks those who differ from him to be the
vietims of a false philosophy, Mr. Gandhi would not be
unwilling to say that men of my race, who are today res-
ponsible for Government in India, were sineere in their
attempt to serve her. It has been one of the tragedies of

this time that where ultimate purposes have perhaps

differed little, if at all, the methods employed by some
should have been, as I conceive, far more caleulated to
impede than to assist the accomplishment of that largely
common end. And, deeply as I erave to see the dawn of
a happier day in India, I am bound, so long as a movement
designed to undermine and sap the foundations of Govern-
ment holds the front place in the programme of the great
Congress organisation, to resist it to the uttermost of my
strength. Is it not now possible, I would ask, for those
responsible for this policy to try another course that, in
the light on the one hand of sinister events in India, and
on the other of the encouragement offered to India by the
progress of the Conference in England, would seem to he
the more excellent way ? A great deal remains to be

@
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done, for it has long been generally recognised tha.t, A
and when the broad lines of constitutional revision could

be drawn, much subsequent detailed thought WOIljd he '
required for its adjustment to the particular cireumstances

of India. Quite evidently it would be for the guod of
India that all the best elementy both here and in Greeat
Britain should join hands in the work of elaborating and

bringing to fruition the undertaking so well begun in

London, and thus place the seal of friendship once, agam'_
upon the relations of two pPOplPE:, whom uvhappy  cir:
cumstances have latterly estranged. On the wide Dhasis
of friendship and mutual respect alone can we confiden tly
build the strueture of a strong  and  self-reliant
India, one  within  herself = and one  with ' the
other partners in the British Commonwealth. I
feel confident that I can count on every mewmber of  this
House to lend at all times such assistance as may be in his
power to the furtherance of a work, so frought with
consequence to the welfare of India, of Great Britain, and )
of that Empire, in which I very earnestly pray Indlu may
for all time be proud to take her place,

OPENING OF THE ALL-INDIA POLICE CONTFERENCE.

His Exeellency the Vieeroy in opening the All-India Police
Couference on Monday, the 19th January 1931, said '

Gentlemen, e to
come here today and open thc third All- Indla Pthe (Jon-
ference and to meet so many rupwwentatues of the Police
servicé‘l.tom all parts of India. It is not my intention to
sy much in  detail about the agenda of your mecting.
Those are matters in which you are expert, an_d‘(?[ am not,
and 1 wish only to make a few observations of 'a genoral
kind. - ' N




 Opening of the All-India Police Conference.
1 think that all wiu.'agren that the results of the two

;‘)’révitms conferences 1have heen valuable enough to justify
ndia and the Local Governments in

the Government of
calling a further meeting this year, and I hope that this
conference may in t‘uture[‘beeome a standipg biennial
' éng’agpmenf For there must clearly be greaf value in
examining and reviewing from time to time our methods
‘of dealing with Police problems of an all-India natuve.
. And, to do this effectively, it is essential to' pool all our
knowledge and experienee of these matiers, and it is indeed
~only in this way that we can expect|to effect progressive
Cimprovement. In a country so vast as India, with a total
Police force in the neighbourhood of 200,000 officers and
men, it would be more than surprising if we found no
inequalities, not only in all-round efficiency, but even in the
handling of particular branches of work. It is just as
true, I imagine, of the Pohcelwel vice as of other walky of
life, that different branches of ‘'work make a different appeal
fo. ditferent minds, and it is largely to the enthusiasi and
the pioneer that?real progress in any particular direction
is due. 8o, Whel an officer, and, through him a Province,
attains  marked efficiency in any divection, it is of the
highest importance thatTfhe results of the special knowledge
~ and experience so aequired should be made available to the
rest of the Police forees throughout the country. In
practice, and largely for thisTkind. of reason, I have no
- doubt that it will be found that each of the Provinees has a
distivet contribution to make to the common stock.

~ These biennial Policél()onferences too show that we in
India have seen the nedd of keeping pace with world
opinion in the matter of Police work. To anyone who in
recent years has\been concermed with Police administration
n its wider aspeets, and even to a layman like mysclf,
one feature that arrests atfention has been the general and
growing recognition of the fact that the policeman’s calling
18 coming more and more to be regarded as a highly skilled
LePSV
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profession.  Developments of modern ecivilisation offer to
astute braing great possibilities in the\deve!o_pment of the
skilled methods of cmime, and reeent ' years have scen a
gradual widening of such activities and an ineressing
intricacy in their technique. Here meither provineial nor
~internationalll limits are sacrosanct, and, as in matters of
law and order it is the eriminal who sets the pace, so it
is the duty of the protective forces of thd State to see that
they keep abreast his sinister activities, el

It perhaps we have not advanced as far on the road
as some other countries, we are at least movingLin the right
direction. 1In India, of all countries, this i peculiarly
necessary, for I suppose in no other part of the world are
the Police confronted with so gl:eateila range and variety of
erime, varying from the bomh-mai{er with his up-to-date
knowledge of modern high explosives, to the aboriginal
jungle-dweller who eommits a2 murder in deferenclﬂ to age-
long and revolting superstitions.

As I have said, however, my chief object in coming
here this morning is not to speak to experts about the
intricacies of their ownijpb. My chief purpose is to have
an opportunity of thanking you, and through you all the
ranks of the Indian Police Service, for the splendid work
that youn haw;f done during my five years of office. None
of these five years have been years of ease and leisure go
far as the Police have been concerned, but above all the
last twelve months have been a period of diffieulty and
anxiety, and I eannot speak too highly of the way in
which the Police all over India havellduring that time met
and dealt with a situation of great delicacy and gravity.
T am in this respect in the, happy position of heing able
to speak without distinction 1of province or rank. During
a period of wunprecedented’ stress the Police have stood
shoulder to shoulder through the length and, breadth of
India in the unremitting task of preserving | the King's
peace, and in ity fulfilment they have raised the high
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traditions of their serviee to a level mever previously
attained, They have displayed those qualities which are
‘tound | only in a disciplined force of the first order—
Jloyalty and courage, endiurance and restraint. If 1 well
on two features of their record, it is not that I awm|n-
mindful ‘of | their other sechievements. What has made

particular appeal to me has been the staunchness of the

police’ and their moral and physieal courage. They have
shown a fiue determinationlto see the thing through, and
the attempts to turn them ftom their duty have only made
them more steadfast in its performance. They have had
the moral courage tolstand firm against every form of
social intimidation, afiécting them and their families, that
perverted ingenuity could invent, and they have fouud
_ their reward in the recognition, even of those who have
spared no  efforts to coerce or seduce  them, that their

ranks are not to be broken. Nor have they flinched before

the physical dangers to which they haveﬁbeen exposed.
The record of the past year contains many deeds of

gallantry performed by the highest and the humblest

members of the foree. We remember that one who might
have been with us today gave his life to save that of a

of all ranks who haveinot been afraid to face and to meet
death. 'The record is‘one in which the Indian Police may
take just pride, and I thank you and, through yow, all
members of the force for serviess well and faithfuliy
rendered.

brother officer, and w; call to mind the long roll of those

 And this suggests one other thought. We are on the
eve of changes when the primary control of the Police \\
and of law and order will probably pasy into other hands,

I know and understand the apprehensions which many
feel and the desire that the diseipline and internal ad-
ministration of E:he force should be preserved against
disruptive influences. - I do not underestimate the reality
of the fears which are often expressed, or the necessity

G
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i of dmng tveryt.m““ that is possible to meet them under

the new conditions likely soon to be in operation. At the bl
same time I cannot help feeling that the most secure mfe-

cuard lies in the high standard of achievement of the foreo i

itself. I find it difficult to believe that any Gevernment,
charged with the 1espon31b1hty of maintaining «law and
onder, will be so foolish as lightly to prejudice the offi-
cieney of the Police, or that the governments of the future
will, with equal cause, be any less appreciative ‘than is
ming of the services of those, whose position it will be
both their duty and inter est to protect, i

Gentlemen, 1 have’ not much time left befors me in
Tndia and this is likely to be the last opportunity I shall
have of talking intimately to the representative members
of o foree to which I have many  reasons, public and
personal, to be grateful. May I eonclude, hefore leaving
you to your deliberations, by assuring you onge more
that anyone and anything connected with the Police in
India—from constable to Inspector-General—will always
have my very warm interest and sympathy, and that if
I ¢an in any way or at any time render them any serviee
or assistance 1 shall deem it a pleasure and a privilege to
da so. ! 4

OPENING OF THE RED CROSS SOCIETY HEAD-
QUARTERS, NEW DELHL

In opening the Red Cross Society Headquarters on  6Gth
February 1931, His Excellency the Viceroy bmd —-

When, a little less than a year ago, I had the privilege
of laying the foundation-stone of this fine building, I
hardly hoped to see the work of construetion completed
in so short a time. But enthusiasm and skill have worked
wonders, and 1 warmly congratulate all those concerned
upon the despatch with which they have achieved such
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exeellent vesults,  Nor di we forget—as Sir Henry has
just said—that we owe it all to the princely generosity of
His' Highness the Nawab of Junagadh, who has always
been such a very good friend of the Red Cross in all its
detivities, His name will ever remain associated with this
building and will be remembered with gratitude hy all
those who have the mterest‘s of thu; great organisation s{t
heart.

_ The 1ast oecasion on which T had the opportunity of
- #ddressing members of the Red Crosy Society was at the
Atinual General Meeting in Simla last July, when I tried
to summarise the great progress whieh had been made
. during the preceding five years. The months which have
elapsed since then have seen another stride forward, and
I am glad that 1 have been able, before my time in India
gomes to an end, fo see the consummation of a scheme
- which, I am sure, will add materially to the efficiency of
certain branches of Red Cross work, The formation of
a Child Welfare Bureau, to which Sir Henty has just
veferred, will mean economy in power, and inerease in
efficiency, and I am glad to know that the management
of the Bureau is now placed in the eapable hands of Dr.
Ruth Young, to whom we all wish a speedy recovery from
her present illness. In the welfare of the ehild of today
is bound up the well-being of the State in the yearg that
lie before us, and there can be no question that in
seriously tackling this problem the Red Cross Society is
‘doing a work of the greatest national importance.

My business today is formally to open this central
bmldmg, and I do not propose to touch on the work
which the Provincial branches are doing. Buf, as they
are the real workers in the Red Cross hive of aédtivity,
1 should like to take this opportunity of sending thém a
last message of farewell, and a renewed assurance of the
constant sympsthy with which Lady Trwin and ¥ shall
always wateh the progress and extension of their labours.
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There is one omission in Sir Henry’s speech whn,h )il
feel it my duty to fill. 1 am not going to follow him in
a_critical examination of how he spends his working hours,
but I have no hesitation in saying that few people eould '
have laboured iu the cause of the Red Cross Society with
greater energy and devotion than has Sir Henry, In carry-
ing through the amalgamation of the various organisations,
which are now combined in the Child Welfare Bureau, his
leeal knowledge and his organising capacity have been in-
valuable. I am confident that all who are present this
afternoon would wish me to place on record a public acknow-
ledgment of the debt which the Society owes to him.

1 will now ask your permission to open this new
building. In doing so0 let me once more express my
gratitude to the benefactor to whom this building owes
its existence, and to all those who have co-operated in
bringing the scheme to completion. T am confident that
it has a career of great and increasing usefulness before
it, and T earnestly trust that every success may attend
the efforts of those who will work within its walls.

UNVEILING OF THE DOMINION COLUMNS.

l(ltl!; :f']ﬁi"i“\f}’ His Exeelleney the Viceroy made the following speech at
the Unveiling of the Dominion Columng on 10th @ Febrary
1931 —

Nineteen years ago Iis Majesty the King-Emperor
proclaimed the decision to build a new Imperial capital
in Delhi. Today we meet to mark the formal completion
of that work. In laying the first stones of the new
capital Tis Majesty expressed the desire that the plan
of the buildings to be erected shonld be considered with
deliberation and care, so that the new creation might be
in every way worthy of the historic character of ifs
surroundings. Standing here we can surely say that His
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- Majesty's  commands have been well and faithfully
observed. '

Those who first conceived the general design, that
has now taken conerete form, aspired to make something
that for dignity and beauty might stand alongside the
architectural  triumphs of centuries ago. 'Those who
under skilled guidance have brought to completion a
preat idea have adorned it with the highest skill of Indian
art  and  craftsmanship. To them, as to all who have
shared in the fulfiliient of the Royal purpose, is due the
lasting gratitude of India,

The considerations, which led to the ehange of
caplta] have now moved beyond the sphere of practical
debate. But after the passage of twenty years, and in
the light of present-day = experience, it is not without
iinterest to reeall that, when this projeet first took qha.pe
Lord Hardinge and his colleagues foresaw a future when,
with the growth of Provineial self-Glovernment, it would
become the more necessary to give the Central Govern-
ment a separate and independent setting. To sueh
courage and foresight we owe the birth of this new eity,
on ground from times immemorial the centre of dynasties
and Empires, of whose past greatness many monuments
are still silent spokesmen. A great responsibility will
rest upon those who follow us to keep close wateh over
tae development of this place. A few years hence, unless
publie opinion is forewarned, much may have happened
which the men of that time will find it difficult, if not
impossible, to eorreet, and it would he nothing short of
tragedy if, through any lack of timely thought, the
expanding city of New Delhi were to be disficured by
evils, which have elsewhere accompanied eity growth.

The four eolumns which are the immediate purpose
of our meeting are tokens of something wider than any-
thing whieh the past eities of Delhi represent. They

q
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are the gift of the four great Dominions of the Emplre, o
from three of whom we are happy to welcome
chstmgumhed visitors today, and to whoae 'Governments
I would offer on hehalf of India an expression of deep
gratitude for their generoswy, as for the good-will of
which that generosity is evidence, For some they will
commemorate the days when the Dominions ___foug_h_t. i
shoulder to shoulder with India in the Great War ; to
others they will tell of the long history of devotion and
self-sacrifice, which is our proud Imperial heritage ; to
all of us they enshrive a tradition of affection and loyalty
to the Person of the King-Emperor, which is the strongest
tie between the several members of our Imperial Soc:ety"_
Other BEmpires there have been whose ideal has been that
of unmiformity, shaping their constitueut elements to a
common mould. Our aim has rather been that of unity,
which might join in a single whole wide differences of
race and clime, and of whieh the bonds are¢ those of
freedom. Devoutly then let us pray that these four
pillars of Fellowship, now given to India, may for ever
symabolise such an association, large in thought, undaunted
in faith, and powerful under Provzdenee to work for the
service of mankind.

I now have the honour to ask the representatives
of Dominions to unveil the Columns. ;

CEREMONY AT THE TNDIAN WAR MEMORTAL ARCH.

12th Februaty  In opening the Indian War Memorial Arch, on 12th
1.93]‘ Iebruary 1931, His Excellency the Vieeroy said i -
The memorial before us is the seal of India’s homage

to her song who, in the ranks of a brave company from

all four quarters of the Kmpire, gave their lives during

the Great War. We, who today nieet to do them honour,

know how then the manhood of India, from plains and

hills, from rvich homes and poor, went forth uncuestion-
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Opening Ceremony of the New Water Works, Jaipur.
ing, when the King-Emperor ealled on it for aid. Duty
led these men to diverse battle-fields, some to strange
conntries across strange seas, some to the frontiers of
their own home-land. Bast and West, they quitted
themselves like men, adding a noble chapter to the epie
of Indian chivalry. They fought, as often before, side
by side with British comrades and with their brother-
soldiers from Nepal, who are also here commemorated.
And so together, before their time, they met death, which
is for every man the only certain fact in life’s long
uneertainty.

All that we remember and shall not forget. Tt is
not therefore for ourselves that we have made this visible
remembrance of great deeds, but rather that those, who
after us shall look upon this monument, may learn, in
pondering its purpose, something of that spirit of sacrifice
and service, which the names upon its walls record.

Those who have lost friends, or dearer than friends,
in war, ask that a memorial should speak of honourable
pride and sadness ; and here the maker’s hand has given
us a praise and a lament in lasting stone. The sorrow
of the world passes like the shadow of a cloud, and passing
leaves more clear the remembrance of a time when men
thanked God for courage, and were ready, as the summons
came, to consecrate their lives to the cause of justice.
We, who can judge the worth of that which these men
did, may be econtent if others yet umborn may say of
them, as was said of the Athenian dead, ‘“ They gave
their lives for the common weal, and in so doing won for
themselves the praise which grows not old ',

OPENING CFEREMONY OF THE NEW WATER
WORKS, JAIPUR.
H. E. the Viceroy in opening the New Water Works af 19th Masch
Jaipur on 13th March said »— 1981,
Yowr Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—It gives me
the greatest pleasure to take part in thig ceremony, I



Investiture of His Highness the Mahwraja of Jaipur,
think that all, who have had the opportunity of visiting
Your nghneﬂis historie capna] must have marvelled at
the feat performed in earlier times by Jai Singh in
Founding a great town on Jaipur's present site.  For the
lack of any lake or running stream, and the sandy soil
and barren. hills all round, may well make us wonder
how the necessary supplies of water were found. I have,
therefore, listened with much interest to Your IHighness’
account of the expedients adopted in the past to provide
water for this City, and of the reasons that led to the in-
ception of the sv]wme \\rhluh I am prwﬂe'ged to mauomate
to day. ‘

Mo have had the. eoumge and Pmeslght to take in
hand and bring to successful fruition an enterprise of
this magnitude reflects much eredit on the Minority Ad-
ministration, and I join Your Highness in congratulating
all concerned on their achievement, in particalar  the
Engineers to whose technical skill and experience  the
construcetion work is due. Although the eost in money
has been large, it ix difficult to imagine a purpose on
which it eould better have been spent, and I know well that
Your Highness’ subjects will appreciate in full the
immense boon of having a constant supply of fresh water
available in their houses or a.t their doors.

T now declare the Water Works open, and trust fhey
will be of lasting benefit to the people of this Oltv

-
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INVESTITURE OF HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHA-
RAJA OF JAIPUR.

14th, March H. E. the Viceroy made the following speech at the In-
1931. vestiture of Tlis Highness the Maharaja of Jaipur on 14th
Mareh 1931

Your Highmess,—Among the most pleasant features
of the busy life of a Vieeroy are the personal relations
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established between 'himself and the Ruling Princes Lo‘f |

India, and I think T may say, both on behalf of myself
‘and my predecessors in office, that with no Ruling House
have these {lrelatlons been more intimate and friendly
than with that to which Yonr Ilighness has the honow
to belong. When on the death of yom\ﬂlmtmnuq father,
Maharaja Sir Madho Singh, the Clovetnment of India
became the trustees of the administration of the Jaipur
State and the guardians of itdfiyoung Ruler, it was natural
that the Vieeroy should regatd the discharge of these
vesponsibilities as an object of his especial eare, and should
wateh] with almost a father’s pride and solicitude over
Your Highness’ training and education. It gives me
therefore, the oreatest satisfaction to-day to have the
. privilege of investing Your Highness w jith ruling powers.
My pleasure is all the greater in that this is the only
occasion, on which I have{ been able to take part in a
ceremony of this pieturesqie and historie kind.

The Council administration has now lasted for eight
vears and more,\and, now that the trustees are resigning
their charge, it is fitting that T should give some aceount
of this time of stewardship. At tlm‘l:mtset, the problems
which faced them were of more than ordinary difficulty.
Methods of administration, which had worked successfully
when the late Ruler was inLt{he fulness of his vigour,
began to fail in later years when the wtrong hand, which
had ruled the destinies of Jaipur for forty| years, was
forced by advancing years and serious illness'to relax ifs
hold. The virtue had gone out of the old system, and
the time“ffor change had come. The call was becoming
insistent for a Government more in keeping with fhe
" spirit of the times and more responsive to| the people’s
needs. A period of transition and change is seldom with-
out its difficulties and dangers, and the task of reorganisa-
tion demands of thel administrator, as it demands of the

_Spegckes -by Lord Irwin. AT gy
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architect whot m-odermses. an anment '_strue.ture,: 4 largé: )
measure both of political wisdom and of caution in decid-
‘ing what to| remove and whit to leave. New institutions
~and new ideas have to be grafted on, to the ol without
destroying tradition and the spirit of lithe past, and with
due regard to local sentiment. The scheme, when  eom-
plete, must be harmonious and suited to the purpose for
- which it ijrequired, T hope and believe that the minbrit’y
administration has been suceessful in its attempt.s
~achieve this end, and I earnestly frust that the& system
- which has been established, will under Your Iighness’
guidance secure to the people of this State a just, bencs
ficent and progressive Government, which will?l repose
upon a real wumity of interest between  the "ﬁ‘ulet 'md the
ruled. -

1 have hadﬂ nany Opportunitieq of studying the reports
of work done| ilmmn the minority period, and ¥ ecan
therefore say Lhth confidenee that substantial progrew
has been made in the reform of all departments of  the
administration, The finances of the Staté have been
placed on a thoroughly sound footing, and a regular
Audit and Acconnts Department has been organised.
The ‘inormal ‘revenue of the State has Increased ' from
about eighty lakhs to one hundred and thirty lakhs, and
investments have increased nearly four times, A lsystem
of annual Budgets has been introdueed, and a complete
revision and re-orgauisation has been earried out in the
Judicial and Revenue, and the ("ustoms‘r}md Execise De-
partments.  There is now also for the first time a regular
Uourt of Wards with duly qualified Managers for the
supervision of estates/ under the direet control of the

Darbar.

T should detain you too long if _I'attem-pte_d to enu-
merate in detail the various works of puhlfie'utility which
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i have li:ae,e:u' executed; but the construction of considerable
. lengths of road and railway, new schemes for irrigation,
. and the provision of electric light|and a new -watelusupply,

are among the many sound and valuable projeets for
whn,h the administration is entitled to the highest eredit.

’I‘he eduﬂatmual;&aeedﬂ of the peOple have not buen
~overlooked.  The annual expenditure incurred under this

head hag increased from a little over a lakh to welllover

five lakhs of rupees, and there has been a large inerease
in the number of sehools and eolleges, and the pupils in
attendance at them.| The expenditure on medieal relief
moreover has doubled in the last few years, and a well:
equipped Zenana Ilospital has just  been eompleted.
Finally, there has been a thorough re-organisation of the
- Military, Poliee, and Jail Departments. Irregular mjh-
tary units have been reduced, and two new first line regi-
ments, the}Jaipur Lancers and the Jaipur Infantry, have
been ereated. These units bave made striking Progress,
and with the Transport Corps they constitute a foree of}}
which the State may well be proud, and in which I know
Your Highness takes anmd will take close personal in-
terest.  All three units hmei been provided with ample
space for training grounds and with admirable bll]ldlllgb

' The Police have been converted into, an organised

force, properly trained, well-armed and| well-equipped,
and, perhaps most important of all, excellent lines and
Inmg conditions are being steadily substituted for the
old inadequate quarters. -

- The facts whlchl’l have recited are a very satlsfaptory
assurance that, on assuming the duties of your h}gh office,
Your Highness will find a State well-dowered thh; ublie
works, a full treasury and a contented people. All that
was of value in the old customs and traditions of the

| Sngeshas by Lovd Irwin, liagg
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State has been, lwhewver possible, pzeaerved and the
minimum of change, compatible with the needs of modern
progress, has been made, I believe Your Highness al-
ready hag iound‘labundzmt evidence in your tours through
the State that the old ties of loyalty and affection, that
bind your people to the Ruler, persist as(strongly as of
yore. Those who have contributed to ithese striking
results may well feel proud of their achievement, and, if T
cannot mention byimame all those who have assisted in
the task, I would at least wish to make reference to i
singular and appropriate coincidence. The foundatmnb of
the reforms were laid in the first and most diffienlt ylar. :
of the mmonty by that capable officer, the tried friend of
50 many 011 Your Highness” brother Princes, Sir Ikglnald
Glancy, To-day his brother, Mr. & Glancy, relin-
quishes charge of the office of President, after setting the
coping stone upom the work of the minority administra-
tion. To these and others, as to Mr. Reynolds, who as

- President of the Council and as Agent 1o ’rhv\Gnvemor-
General has been elosely eonnected with Jaipur! for seven
years, Your Highness’ State owes a debt of eratitude
which, I believe, it will notifind it easy to repay. '

s {1

Your Highness is well aware of the anxious eon-
mderah?u which I and my officers have given to the ques-
tion of ! Smu‘ training. There are indeed few subjects to
which Kuecessive Vieeroys have devoted  more earnest
attention, and be’ which opinions have varied so much, as
that of the best method of educating and trﬂmlug young
Princes. There is the risk on the one ‘hand that an
Indian Prince, if educated in Europe, may thmeby be-
come alienated from his own people. On the other hand,
it s clearly desirable for a future Ruler to inelude in his
education some knowledge and experience of the great
world outside India. In Your Highness® case {ull weight
has, I think, been given to these varying considerations,
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| and under the guidance firstly of your old friend and
tutor Mr. Mayne, and later of Lieutenant-Colonel Twiss,
who is with you still, you have profited to the full from

NS your six years at the Mayo College and your year as a

Cadet, I believe the first Indian Cadet, at the Royal Mili-
tary Academy of Woolwich, I know from many sources
}mw high was the commendation Your IHighness’ work

 won from the authorities at Woolwich, and how great was

the regret, among Instructors and fellow Cadets alike,
when ‘rhey had to bid Your Highness good- byu For the
last six nionths you have been receiving administrative
training in your own State under the personal supervi-
sion uf"'Mr Glaney, | In that time short though it is you
have had the opportunity of studying the working of all
the principal State Departments, have regularly attended
meetings of the Conueil, and have made several tours of

inspection in the more distant portions of the State. Tt

is & great pleasure to have received from Mr. Glancy such
favourable repovts of the quick understanding displayed
by Your Highness of State affairs, and of your apprecia-
tion of the duties of your high position.

Year by year with the general advancement of educa-
tion and with the growth of new ideas, stimulated by the
Great War, the art of Government becomes more difficult.
A fierce and searching light now beats on all who wield
anthority. 'The old unguestioning acceptance of auto-
eratic rule is gradually disappearing, even in those quar-
ters where comservatism seemed to have the strongest
hold. Rulers are being more and more called on to justify
their authority to the ruled, and abuse of power attraets
to itself criticism of growing strength. Nor can it be ex-
pected that developments in British India should fail
~ to have their effect upon the people of Your Highness’
and  other States. There is abundant evidence that ere
long a similar standard of administration will be demand-
ed, which it will be impelitic end dangerous to deny.
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Precedent will not in all cases supply an adequate gmde,-
and I trust therefore you will fwgive me if I conclude
with a few words of advice to Your Highness on this
memorable oceasion, when you start upon your career as
Ruler of Jalpur i\ ;

Among the many factors on which the happmess of !
your subjeets depends, I would Judge the most unportant' il
these i / : _

Promptness in the despatch of business, impartial
justice as between man and man, selection of competent
officials, ungrudging support of them so long as they
prove worthy of your trust, and moderation in personal
expenditure. It will also be your duty to watch over the
development of all agencies for the public benefit such as
sehools, hospitals, roads, and irrigation works, to maintain
close contact between yourself and your people, and to set
an example, in your private and public life, to those who
serve you and to those over whom you rule. From my
personal knowledge of Your Highness, and from all that
I have seen and heard, I feel confident that Your High-
ness will rise to the height of your great responsibilities.
My Agent in Rajputana and the Resident in Jaipur will
always be ready to help you with advice, and I know you
will regard them not merely as the representatives of a
Government who wish you well, but as friends, whose
desire is to help you to preserve the great trust that you
have received from a distinguished line of ancestors. I
greatly regret that in a brief month after your accession to
power I shall have laid down my present office, and have
said good-bye to India and to many Indian friends, but
you may be confident that my successor will evinee a
personal interest in your career and welfare not less warm
than ‘mine, and that T myself shall ever watch with elose
eoncern the fortunes of Jaipur and of its Ruler. Your
burden will be heavy, bat no Maharaja has I think entered
on his responsibilities with greater advantages than you,
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and 1 earnestly hope and. believe that lJ.IldGI Providenes’
your rule will redound to your lasting honour and to the' '
benefit and contentment of your subjects. b

- I declare Yom nghness to be vested with Eull mlmg
powers

BANQUI‘T AT JAIPUR.

_ H. E the Vwe:my made the following speech at the State \4¢h  Mareh
Banquu t at Jalpm on 14th Mareh 1931 — . 1931.

. Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen,—1 have al-
ready had the opportunity this afternoon of expressing
the great pleasure it has given me to visit Ja.lpurion this
occasion of historie interest, and I am glad to be &ble onee
more to tell, Your Highness how sincerely I appreeiate
the p.rivxlege}that has been mine to-day, and how warmly
I wish you all fortune and success in the responsible task
upon which you. are now entermgi I desire too to ex-
press on hehalf of Lady Irwin and myself our great
gratitude to Your Highness both for the very kind terms \IE
in which you have just been good enough to propose our
health, and for all the hospitality you have shown us
during our visit tolyour State. 1 was fortunate enough to
spend a few days'in Jaipur two and a half years ago,
and have never forgotten the impression\then made on my
mind by the pieturesque romance of its Setting, the blend
_ of medimval and of modern in its streets, and the colour
of the life that moves among them. It has been delight-
ful to renew that first acquaintance, and Lady Irwin and
I shall both take wit .‘us to  England very pleasant
memories of our visit, of Your Highness’ kindly welcome,
and ' of the brilliant spectaeles we have to-day been
privileged|to witness.

During the five yeéars that I bave spent in India
Your Highness has grown from boyhood to man’s estate.

LOPSV
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Throughout that period{I have watehed with constant
solicitude each stage in your upbringing, from the time
when I first met you as a student at Jthe Mayo College,
later as a cadet at Woolwich, and now, after an interval
of administrative training, on the threshold of your career
as|{Ruler of an Indian State. 1In all you have distinguish-
ed }yourself, in the class room, on the playing fields and
on the polo ground, and .ini‘nhe wide circle of your friends,
and you have never failed to earn the personal regard and
affection of those with whom yon have /come in contact.
All has been of the hrightest promise, and I am confident
that to-day will be memorable in the annals of thisiState as
the commencement of a long and beneficent period of rule.

The years that lie before Your Highness, and especial:
ly the years immediately ahead, will bring no light res-
ponsibilities in their train. As 4 result of the statesman-
ship shown by the delegates from India at the Round
Tablej Conference in Liondon, the Indian States have now
the p!‘ospect of taking part with British India in framing
a federal constitution for the whole of Ithis great country.
The labour yet to be performed in the completion of that
task will be immense. The loom is set, but skill and
patience of a high order will be nesded on the part of all
to weave the threads aright, and to work into a pattern
of wisejand durable design the many intricacies of
texture in the fabrie, In that portion of the joint task,
which will fall upon the Princes of India,ifour Highness
as Ruler of one of the great Rajput States will take an
important share, and 1 can assure you that all my g_ood‘
wishes will follow you and all members of your Orvder
throughout the further stages of the work to which your
hands are set. It had]seemed, not many weeks ago, that
that work would have to be pursued in an atmosphere
over-charged with unecertainty and mistrust. T am happy
to think that those mists have been to a great extent dis
pelled, and that all parties and all interests in India will
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JOlHﬂj’ now be\;prep'lrecl to lend their assistance in find-

ing solutions for the wvast problems which are before us.
1 am under no temptation to underestimate their difficulty,
or ' to suppose that their solution is assured, because we
have happily been able to ereate conditions in which al)
may be willing to t:akcﬂ[; part in their consideration. But I
do. belicve that, if the spirit, which inspired my reecent
_conversations with Mr. Gandhi and enabled them with
the |ussistance of many friemds to reach the resalt they
did, ean be maintained throughout the future constitu-
- tional disemssions, it ought not to he impossible tozaet the
seal upon a secure and durable understanding between
India and Great Britain. We met with the single pur-
pose, if 1t might be honourably Zaceomphs‘nad of re-
establishing peace in India. That purpose, 1 think, I
may say, we followed with a single determination to win
suceess, facing everything, | econcealing nothing, and
making 1o attempt on either'side to do other than frankly
‘meet and strive to overcome the obstacles that might stand
betweenius and the peace we sought to win.

Throughout my conversations with Mr. Gandhi, I
felt mplett, assurance that T’ eould implicitly trust his
word/fand 1 am eonfident that he will do everything in
his power to give effeet to those undertakings, which arc
recorded in the published statement) For my own part
1 have mever doubted that mno effort within my power
was too great, when the prize of success was a largg\ step
forward towards the restoration of honounrabie understaad-
ing between the peoples of two great countries, and T
 rejoice to think that the result, which my \cnnvematlona
with Mr. Gandhi were able to eﬁ'ef_t has been hailed with
satisfaction and approbation by those of every clasy and
race and creed inJ India. :

. Your Highness has announced this evening the muni-
ficent donation which you have placed at Lady Irwvin's
disposal for any charitable purpose to which she\ may
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wish that it should be devoted. T need hardly ‘54:137 that. __
both she and I are deeply grateful to Your Ihghnpss for,__ |
your nwstf R
have thought of no way in whlch you could have added
more to the pleasure of our visit ‘ruflcnpur than by this

QENerous. p'lf't; Your Highnass eould indeed:

warm-hearted action, meaning so much to the happiness

{han themselves|fvith the good things of life, It is in trug
keeping with tHe tradition set by your father Sir Madho
- Singh, through whose magnificent oontrlbutmn!r;i 20 lakhs
it will be remembered that the Indian People’s _I,‘amme" '
b rnst was brought into existence. J

1t remaing for me to thank Your Highness Lonce more'--

f01 the great reception which you and your petople have |
given us to Jaipur. DLady Irwin and I only wish that we
con]d)‘have taken further advantage of Your Highness’
kindness in making a longer stay in these horrltable sur-

of many who dﬁfrve the charity of those more _fuvm;redf;_

roundings, and we shall regret that we havelinot on this
oveasion had an opporfunity of seeing sometfhing of the
State outside its capital. There are, I know, many places
of interest to which{ had it been possible, we would have

greatly desired to pay a visit, whether to the jungles of
Sawai Madhopur or the ancient fortress of'?Ranfhambhor,
4 name almost as illustrious as Chitor in Lhe annals of
_hamuJbarm But five years are too short a tine in which
to see:even a little of all the sights that India offers 1o
those, 'who wish to aequire knowledge of @ her am,lent
glories. [ doubt though 'whetherflanything that even
India holds could have surpassed our wonderful experi-
ences of the Jast two days, and Your Ilighness need not
fear that passing tmmlmll dull these vivid memories, or
diminish the warm friendship that we shall always enter-

tain towards the Ruler and fhe pecple of Jaipur,

Ladies a.ndg Gentlemen, T now ask you to rise and
drink to the health of our host His Highness ﬂ‘]ﬂ Maha-
raja of Jaipur.
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I.I:s Excelloncy fh(. Vlcewy, in openmﬂ' the Chamber of 16th Marah '

.Prtnces on ‘the: 16th March 1931, amd L

Vow Hugh nesees,——’[‘oday, fm the ﬁkth hmc ) have

‘the pleasure and privilege of weleoming Your nghnesses

" to this Chamber, which now enters upon its tenth session.

The eompletion of a decade in the history of an institution

e 198L.

such as this is ‘an occasion which naturally tempts us to

ook bael along the road we have travelled, to count up
 the aclnevementﬂ that mark the uu}cs behind us, and to

' take new fhought and new hope for the journey that is

. still o come, lf_‘m‘ myself it means, T grieve to say, the

end of what 1 shall always look back wupon as a very

happy = partnership, a five years’ » partnership which T
believe—as I think Your IHighnesses believe—has been a
 period as eritical and important as five years well counld
be.  When the hidtory of our time comes to be written,
the last few years may indeed seem preégnant with great

~dssues to the States, and the Round Table Conference,
in w}nch members of this Chamber played so notable a

part, ‘may prove to have been as vital to your interests
as cven the conclusion of your Treaties or the Proclama-
‘tion of Queen  Victoria. In addressing you therefore
this morning, I am deeply conscious of the momentous
issues which at present occupy our minds,

Before, however, I pass to other matters, it is my
melancholy duty to recall that death has been busy since
our last meeting, and has taken heavy toll among the

Members of your Ovder. In two brief months last

summer five great Princes passed to their rest, and sinee
then two more have been added to that number. Tlis
Hnrrlme&.% the Maharana of Udaipur, the senior Rajput
FPrince, had for many years been a famous and historie
- figure.  Revered for his blameless life and high conception
of his duty, a model of Rajput chivalry and a great and
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courteous gentleman, he stood upon ancient ways and |
.cared not greatly for the modern world around him.
Age and infirmity prevented his joining the Chamber ;
it. was the poorer by his absenee. In him the British
Government hag lost a faithful ally whose loya.lty and__
friendship never wavered. -

His Highness the Nawab of Tonk ‘was another Prince
who did not attend the sessions of this Chamber. When
be died he had ruled for over 60 years, thus linking us
with the time, that now seems so remote, when John
- Lawrence was still Vieeroy of India, It was perhaps
not to be expected that he would move rapidly on the
lines of modern progress, hut his keenness of mmd sense
of humour and vitality of body at a great age wﬂl fong
be remembered by those who knew him, The Maharaja
of Orchha too was of a generation that has now almost
passed. The doyen of the Bundelkhand Princes, he had
been prevented latterly by weight of years from regularly
attending the Chamber, but those who knew him will not
forget the stately ﬁgure the keen intelligence and the
‘dominating will. s Highness the Nawab of Rampur
was the personal friend and valued adviser of many of
Your Highuesses. He was a Nestor among your Order,
the sage of ripe experience and the  most frlendly of
peace-makers, and, though he never disguised his hesit-
_ancy in attending this Chamber, there were few who at
the Conncil table were wiser or more shrewd. Her
Highness the Begum of Bhopal is another whose loss will
be widely felt. She had for many years been in the
forefront not only of the Princes of India but of its
great women, and Indian womanhood, by her death, is
bereft of ove of its most devoted champu\m She took
a prominent part in the earlier sessions of this Chamber,
and after she retired in favour of her son her interest
in its deliberations continued unabated. We haye also
to mourn the deaths of Their late Highnesses the Rana
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of Barwani and the Nawab of Sachin. Your Highnesses
will, T know, wish to express your sorrow at these great
and grievous losses and to convey your sympathy to the
‘bereaved families, You will also wish to join with me
in' weleoming = cordially to your deliberations those on
whose shoulders have fallen their duties and responsi-
bilities. In that welcome I would desire to inelude those
other young Princes who are now joining this Chamber
for the first time.

Let me now briefly elaim Your Highnesses' attention
to certain items of business which have recently ecome
within the purview of Members of this Chamber. Your
Highnesses will remember that last year you passed &
Resolution recommending that an Indian Ruling Prince
ghonld lead the Indian Delegation to the Assembly of
the League of Nations at least once in a eyele of three
years. It fell to His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner
to be the leader of the Delegation at the meeting of the
League Assembly last September, and I am sure that the
statement which he will present to the Chamber will be

as instructive as any of those made by his distinguished

predecessors. His Highness will also give you an account
of his work as the Representative of India at the Imperial
Conference. We mneed no assurance that His Highness
discharged these high responsibilities with dignity and

judgment, and he deserves the deep gratitude of this

 Chamber for undertaking this onerous dufy at a time
when so many other pressing matters demanded bis
attention.

. Mhere are also certain questions which have recently
been under examination by the Standing Committee, and
to which I would wish to make veference. Ior, though
changing conditions may involve a fresh examination of
some of these problems, the valuable work = which the
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(;ommlttee has done sta.nds a8 a foundation for further. __ !
_constructive effort which hasy yet to be uudertaken '

The important sub;pe:jr of Au- l’avmatum in Indum
States has now reached a compromise, thanks to friendly
concessions by all the parties concerned, and T understand
that Iis Iighness the (‘hancellor will lay a summary
of this case before you. iy

The question of the future of the Chiefs’ Colleges'
has also been deeided, and the scheme whieh has recently
received the approval of the Secretary of State will be
brought into effect as early as possible. 1 trust that it
will help to infuse fresh life into these institutions, and
in increasing measure to enlist, among Your IMighnesses
and your nobles, the sympathy upon whloh their future
well-being must largely depend.

Another matter of no small concern to the States is
the step which my Government have recently takem,
following the recommendation of the Road Development
Committee, in imposing an additional duty on motor
spirit, and allotting the proceeds for expenditure on roads.
A share of the income will be devoted to the Indian
Htates, and to assure co-ordination of poliey periodic
‘“ Road Conferences ’’ will be held, at which the States
will be represented. The amounts available for distribu-
tion may be limited for some years to eome, but they are
likely to grow with the gradual improvement of com-
munieations, and I feel sure that Yonur Highnesses will
co-operate with my Government in this highly important
work, which means so much to the development of India’s
agrieulfure, industry and oommerce, and to the general
prosperity of the people. -

The brunt of the work which it is ﬂw duty of this
Chamber to perform naturally falls upon the Members
of the Standing Committee. Your Highnesses wonld no
doubt wish me to offer our sineere thanks to His Highness
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the Chancellor and the Members of the Standing Com-
mittes for the devoted labours undertaken by them on
behalf of the Chamber during the past = year. For
reasons, of ‘which you are well aware, the year hay been
a peculiarly’ exacting one, but. Their Highnesses have
given frecly and ungrudgingly of their time and effort
in the interests of your Orvder. llis Highness the Maharaja
of Patiala has held the post of Chancellor throughout
the five years of my Vigeroyalty, and during this eritical
‘and important period—a period in which he has personally
' had to meet, and has suceesstully  exposed, muech
. undeserved calumny—he has spared neither time mor
money in performing the duties and upholding the
~ dignity of his high office.  Your Highnesses are, T know,
deeply conscions of the services he has rendered on your
behalf, and for my own part I would wish to acknowledge
personally and warmly the whole-hearted assistance he
has given to me in all matters affecting the affairs of
. Your Highnesses and Government. I desire also to pay
tribute, as 1 feel certain will Your Highnesses, to the
work done by IHis Highness the Maharao of Cuteh during.
the time he carried on the duties of the Chaneellor while
His Highness of | Patiala  was absent in Euvope. His
Highness at no small inconvenience to himself remained
for a considerable time in Delhi in order to maintain
touch with myself and the States representation in
London. ' -

If time and Your Highnesses’ patience permitied,
I might have been fempted to survey in more complete
manner the achievements of the Chamber since its birth
ten years ago. But I may perhaps sum up briefly some
of the usetul purposes it has served. It has given us,
for one thing, an arena for mutual and friendly diseus-
sions, which have clarified onr ideas on either side and
'_ assisted  towards the settlement of many questions ' at
(issue Lotween you and the Government of India, and of

~




