| SITUATION AT OUJEIN.

< ] 11}3‘1! considered too childish to be lasting. Two. yea
absence have only served to strengthen the most disinterested
attachment to her, and her sensible letters have heightened my
admiration, She is far removed from any thoughts of obtain-
ing her hand, and good sense and reason prohibit my aspiring
to it. Her happiness is my first wish in prefcrence 10 my own |
and whoever the happy man to whose arms she is consigned,
may he prove worthy of the inestimable blessing.—{ Camp
near Qujein, April 25th, 1802.]

NEGLECT OF FRIENDS.—How painful is the neglect of friends,
or the appearance of it! Although it is more than probable
that my correspondence has not been slighted, and that the
friend of my heart has actually written to me,* yet the doubt
and anxiety occasioned in my mind by the non-arrival of his
letters are really tormenting. 'With what eagerness do 1 Wit
for the coming of the post, and when my hopes are daily dis-
appointed, with what impatience do T look forward to the nex®
morning, and the possibility of their being realised. I may
gay with Roussean, I was born for friendship; but, alas! how
few are—how fow feel it in its sincerity—how often is it abused
—how very few look upon it as more than a temporary in-
timacy, which after separation is 10 longer to be maintained.”
—[ Camp near Oujein, April 25th.]

The official connexion of Charles Metealfo at this
time with Scindial’s Court was brief and unsatise
factory. ¢ My situation was very disagreeable,” he
wrote in his journal, before he had been more than
a few weeks attached to the Residency ; and he very
soon formed the resolution of seeking more conges
nial employment elsewhere, But, painful and en-

* T believe thot the friend here -—one of the few of Charles Motoalfe's
alluded to was Mr. Terrick Hamil- old friends and associates now Living.
ton, then a studont in the college, The missing lotters WEe afterwards

and afterwards a not undistingnished  received- hie friend had not buen
member of the Madras Civil Sorvice neglectful.
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barrassing as was his position, he was becoming
more veconciled to Indian life. 'The great panacea
of action had been applied, with unfailing efficacy,
to the mental ailments of the eager youth; and
though his home-sickness had not been wholly sub-
dued, it had considerably abated. He no longer felt
that he was stagnating. The great world was open-
ing out hefore him.

So it may be believed that when, in the summer
of 1802, Charles Metcalfe received, from his parents,
answers to the letters which he had written from
Calcutta in the preceding year, imploring permission
to return to England, and found that those answers
gave no encouragement to the project of abandoning
the profession which he had entered, the denial in-
flicted mpon him less pain than he had anticipated.
He had begun to take new views of life, and of life's
duties. Perhaps it had become app'u*ent to him
that distinction might he achieved in the East as
rapidly as in the West. All his friends in India,
old and young, had dissuaded him from the project
of returning to England, and now the letters of his
parents brought conviction to his mind that he could
not take the rash step without plunging them in
deepest grief. Most kindly, but still most firmly,
did MﬂJQr Metcalfe reply to the solicitations of his
som. How wise his counsel was need not be told ;

FROM MAJOR METCALFE TO CHARLES METCALFE.
“ Foh. 24, 1802,
“ My pEAR Coanves,-— Your letter of the 30th of June
reached me this day, and has, of course, causzed much uneasiness
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to your mother and me. The two letters you alkide v, tuuve
not ‘yet been received. On a retrospect of my own feslings
with regard to my children, I can with great truth declare,
that their care, comfort, and establishment in life has been the
great object of my endeavors. If I had considered my own
inclination, T should never have suffered your brother or you (o
leave this country. In the vale of life, the company of two
gons, of whose abilities and acquirements any father might he
proud, would have been a solace that a selfish mind woulg
readily embrace; but, looking forward to the period when X
must pay the debt of Nature, it became an indisputable duty
to give up personal enjoyment for their future welfare, and to
consider hoyw to place them in the most advantagecus situations.
Judge then, my dear Charles, what I experienced at finding
you so dissatisfied with your station in the Civil Service, after so
short a trigl. Let me ask you, in what Iine of life I could have
Placed you that could hold out any prospect of o direct support,
much less of & future independence? The Army and Navy you
always objected to; and with respeet to your present idea of
4 clerkship in the Secretary of State’s office, if I could have
obtained such an appointment, the situation is neither so plea-
§ant nor so profitable as & clerk in a merchant’s counting-house—
& place which you would soon discover to be too degrading for
any son of your father’s, That the prospect in Bengal always
appears unpromising oz first entering into the service, is o fuct
I have innumerable instances to prove; and many men now i
England with large fortuncs, and several in Bengal in good
circumstanees, held the same languagoe as you now do. I re-
member well my own feelings when I was an ensign, and had
becn in the country about three months. I one morning (in
& fit of the bile) waited on the commanding officer with an
intention to resign the service, and rotumn to England. Fot-
tunately for me, the conversation at breakfast took a pleasent
tum, in which I bore an active part, and s hearty fitof Taughtesr
got the better of my Flue devils. 1 returned to my guartera
with a determination to persevere; and by that prudent ¥eo-
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tuniier have reached the situation which I now hold. Let my
example not be thought unworthy of being followed by my
sons; snd T shall look with anxiety for your next letter being
written in better spirits than the one now before me.

« God bless you, my dear Charles; let me hear from you by
evely opportunity.

¢ Your most affectionate father,
% Tromas T, METCALFE.”

FIRET OFFICIAT EXPERIENCES.

From his mother the young writer received letters
couched in more emphatic language than this. Mrs.
Metcalfe was a woman of strong sense and of plain
discourse. She did not deal in half-truths, and was
not given to reservations. She knew that the pros-
perity of her son’s career depended upon his con-
tinuance in India, and she was resolute not to en-
courage a humor which, in her convictions, was
fraught with ruin. 8o she went straight to the
point, and told her son that he ought to be ashamed
of his instability ; that he did not know his own
mind; that he talked about distinguishing himself
in England, but that he really thought more of in-
dulging a boyish fancy; that he had been reading
t00 much and had got the vapors; and that it
would be good for him to “dissipate” a little. A
little ‘more tenderness wonld not have spoilt the
letters, but there was wonderful sagacity in them.
They touched the whole matter as with a needle’s
point—v7en aeu ietigeruni—and Charles Metealfe
must have felt their prickings.*

* A fow extracts from these lotters father and myself little satisfiction.
niay be given in o notei—“¥Your leg- We did not expect such, and are,
ters by the Georgiona have given your therefore, the miore chagrined. lu-
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. Fearful as they were lest, wiiteer Tavi.eiuence of
\the despondency which beset 'him during his fiest
year of proba#ion, their son miight be tempted to
abandon all his fai; prospects (of success, and pre-
Cipitately to retury; {, England, it was with no
common satisfactiGy that the elder Metcalfes leamst
that Charles had’ jeen appointed an assistant to
their <old friend Jick Collins,” and was on his
ay to Scindish’s Court. And how much this
satls:faction Was onhanced by the. assurances they
received from a-ufquarters that their son was tread-
ing }vort.hi}y thy appointed path, and was already
considered a yout), of uncommon promise, may be
gathered fl'ogﬁ{hjor Metealfe's subsequent letters :

FROM MAyop METCALFE TO CHARLES METCALFE.
> a ¢ India-Ifouse; July 28, 1802,
* My DR Cnanves,—I received your short epistle in-

forming Yo of your appointment to the Arabian embassy; and

stead of

inots . s Jour parents being the ob- prospect before you which hundreds,

e of your wish to relinquish 0
Wortant a situation, if you examine
our heart, you will find it is Miss

D" "7 Your father has not

the means or intercst to get even

the paltry appointusent of a clerk in
Ard Grenville’s office; and if he had,
there you might stay, whatever were
your abiliti. g, . . . - If you are am-

Litious, the field is open hefore yon

_where you ares and in no place will

you stand g0 good a chancd .. . .
Lou will laugh at my sending you

out a box of pills by Miss S—— but

1 think yon are bilious, and they will

of great service.”— [ April 8th, 1802.]

“If you huve a grain of ambition,
Jou are in the field for it, and the ball
Asat your foot. . . . . What js it you
Wunt? With friends, money, atiention;
Ofedit; good sonse, abilities, and a

I may say thousands in that country
have not, you want, I fear, my dear
Charles, ncontented mind. . . .. Yon
study too much, Yon shounld dissi-
pate a little.  On account of your
}wnhil. yon should rclax, Ride on
Lorselack. When integse thicking
is joined with the want of exercise,
the consequences must be . bod"--
[ March 14th, 1802.]

“1 do not know what to ray toul-
leviute your seemingly discontantod
mind, . . . . Ifeel mostseverely your
letters, and think it a great misfurtune
that you should have taken so great
a dislike to a-situation which sccuis
best caloulated to bring forth your
abilities, It shows & want of Energy,
& want of manliness, to bo so ot
down."—[ November 24th, 1802

L
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while T was wniting to you by the way Oi_‘ CPnst'anthmple
seceived an account from M. Balfour of your destination being /
changed to the assistantship to my old friend Jack Colline—
the situation of all otherss which accord® most with oy 'fwshes,
and I hope this letter will find you hAPPily situated with the
man who of all others ir, India is most jterested in the welfare
of my son. You are now in the high ye?d to diplomatic fame,

and ss the country languages are to b® acquired in greater

perfection where you are stationed than in Caleutta, :m.d. your
> general politics of

attention will be called officially to th” =¥
India, my expectations are sanguine yo' will soon be con-
sidered well qualified. for the situation GoVeThment has Phe'?d
you in, and which mast of course lead to something better in
BRREI L e - el

« Tall Oollins I saw his boys lately; they are’going on
extrémely well, and as I intend giving the gldest my best

nomination when he is of the proper age, you Wil Ita\'?c to take
r will take of

as much care of him as T am convinced his fath
you.

FIRST OFFICTAT B3 PERIENCES.

oy
“Tromas T. Mg CALFE"

FPROM THE SAME TO THE BAME.
“ Augost 30, 1de-

« My pEAR CHARLES,~—In a few days after I sent off 1
lass utier, Colonel Menson, to our grest surprise, made his
appesrance, and gave us the most eatisfactory aceount of your
progress to Agra, with seversl particulars r¢specting hicalth, &e.,
that made your mother and me completely happy, fecling
as we naturally de more interested in the welfars of you and
your brother, who are removed to so great a distance, than for

o ilie children immedintely under our eye. Our whale mind is
comstantly smployed in thinking of your prospects in life; and
as pothing can be move flatiering than the commencement of
your public line; I am sanguine in my expectations thist you
yill continue to reflect honor upon your father. Indeed, my
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dear boy, I feel the most heartfelt pleasure at the acCiynts T
receive from all quarters about you, and only regret tla¢ you
have not been a little more communicative abous Ysurself, but
look forward in expectation that whé& vou are setfod in your
diplomatic employment you will 1 e;‘,ér :ql’s by frequent
accounts of yourself and my friend "% %ent. The Mar-
quis (Wellesley) has desired to havg n?«?'@\_ “CGor appointed, and
in his letter of the 1st of April, 8% tions an intention of em-
barking for England in D'ecembf'.}, 1802, or January, 1803, 1
amof opinion thatwe shall not ®Ppoint a new Governor-General
till he arrives, and think Lord Wst!ereagh is likely to be the
man—in which case, I think I shall pe enapieqd o make @
favorable impression botk for Collins and you, as I am upen
good terms with Lord (!

“ Tell Collins his harming boys are returned to school.
With love to him, ard every blessing o father can bestow,

* Tremain, my dear fsllow,
* Your most affectionate parent,
“ Taomas T. MeTcarre.”

PROM THE SAME TO THE SAME,
[ Without date.]

“MY pDEAR CHARLES,—The accounts ¥ have received from
Vatious quarters of your character and general conduct is so
flattering, that I assure your mother with confidence you will
turn out a distingaished man when an opportunity offers of
bringing your talents forward; and your parents want nothing
to complete their happiness but information from yourself, that
You are catisfied with your present situation. The share of
good sense you are evidently master of, will, T trust, reconcile
you 1o the line of Life you are placed in, and corivince you of
the impossibility of a compliance with your former requeat, I
think you did right in selling your hooks, as your library was by
°F too large to travel about with; and when you get a settled
Rituation, I will supply you with as many as you may write for.

L
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¢« 7ell my friend Collins I saw his boys yesterday. They
are all v tan wish.

¢« The Marquis's conduct to you has made a deep impression
on my mind. I shall £ 21 more devoted to him than to any
other man whos > &% high station. His last letter, dated
in April, intimaus_ S ntion of leaving India in December
or January, and de _««%he Directors to appoint a successor.
But when he teceives o requét from the Court as well as from
M. Addington to remain ancther year, I think there is no
doubt of his continuing. The change in the office of President
of the Board of Commissio-tery 18 an advantage to the Public
and Company. Lord Castlereagh isthe most promising young
man in England. He comes nearer t¢ Mr. Piit than any other
person in public life. T stand well witk him and the Minister
—an object of no other consequence thanas it may furnish the
opportunity of promoting the interests of ny two sons. Give
my unfeigned love to Collins. Let us hear fron.you frequently,
to give happiness to )

¢ Tgomas T. MeETCc.LEB.”

But long before these last letters had reached
Charles Metcalfe, he had turned his back upon
Seindiah’s Court, and bidden adieu to his father’s
% gold friend Jack Collins.” A trial of a few weeks
satisfied him that he could not serve under the
Resident ; so he made up his mind to resign his
appointment. What the immediate cause of the
rupture may have been I know not. In all pro-
bability it resulted from general incompatibility and
an aggregation of minute circumstances not easily to
be described. Something, however, may be gathered,
in spite of the unaveidable omissions, from the fol-
lowing characteristic letter :
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CHARLES METCALFE TO J. W. SHERER.
¢ Camp near ih.unpoor, June 20, 1802,

“MxY DEAR SHERER,— . . . fou cannof surely be
sincere when you speak of any deficiercy of the Upper Story.
I cannot suffer that to pass without ssking you where is this
deﬁcienc}r? I believe all men to possess a conscious know-
ledge of their own powers, and if you are allowed to depreciate
those which you possess, you at fiie same time depreciate those
of every one else, for as-there are very few indeed, nor do I
know of any, who would not acknowledge your superiority, so
1N proportion as you underwyalue yourself every one must feel
his ideas of his own qualificazions sinking; and you are proba-
b%y t]-ie‘ only man who would not wish to think the best of
hxmseli.. We all (7. e the thinking part) find something to
regret in the plan which may have been pursued for our
education. Were I disposed to lament that which is irretrieve

able, I shovld never cease to ¥ SBTEL. that T was removed f+ ™

Ijl'ton at thetimc that T- — ']Cih 1t ae '...u.,- b o R AR at &
Unia when ny tueas were, as 1t were, ripening- .en I wag

attached to the studies in the pursuit of which I was engaged,
had objects towards which I was directing my exertions, and
had formed plans which promised success, Five years more
might well have been spared to Eton and an university, after
which therc would have been ample time for Indis, if it was
absolutely necessary that 1 should come here. However, the
deed is done, and all my regrets could not vecall it.
“Ihave more reason to lament what has passed since my arrival
here, for I have more to reproach myself—I have suffered one
precions year of my life to pass away without any adequate
improvement, lIn the yoar 1801 really acquired nothing,
unless o smattering of an Oriental jargon be termed an acquisi-
tion, I suffered a very large library to be useless whence J
might have extracted that which would have been of much
mole service to me than running about to tiffing snd noisy
parties, where instruction, and even amasement could never be
VOL. 1, G

L
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: a:}u:-ed.‘ You surprise me much by what you say of C——;
it is a proof th fear can have a good effect upon a mind which
is not susceptible of wmulation. C is one of those cha-
tacters which, I knownot why, seems generally to be much
admired. The weakervart of his cotemporaries seem to con-
sider him as their leader, and raake it their study to flatter him.
He has a good countenarre, pleasing manners, a good hearf,
Tively disposition, and, what has no trifling effect, an inchnation
to every species of extravagmee and /diesipation. I am not,
therefore, surprised at his being liked by young fellows, but he
geems to be admired equally by dd. ,C ,P——, and some
others of the same disposition, wexé, I thought, most noticed
by the housekeepers of Caleutta; and it basstruck me that such
characters are the most liked by the generality of mankind.
Young men are a sort of beings between boys and men, some
verging towards the former, som¢ towards the latter class, and
you probably may have not**d, what has appeared to ve; that
* a “qyish parl are " - o vamed, A yourg man Who i
sresa 5 wserved, who has acquireu s .opgaix knowledges’
some degree of judgment, some prudence, some vasvience. a1d
the right of thinking for himself, who consequently must have
some dignity of character, is considered to be aspiring to a
sphere above his age, whereas the one who has a pretty face,
smart manners, and who will be played with, talked to, and
laughed af, is a fine lad, a fine young man. Such are the terms
which T have heard bestowed upon C—— and P——, which
Said, Zads. are boye of twenty, which surely is an age when
boyish tricks ought not to beé excusable. Let mankind say

what they will, a pretty face is an exeellent introduction, and

before now 1 have lad to regret the bad effocts of an ugly

phiz—particularly  with the ladies. Never for o momenb
hesitate, under the idea of my being foolishly offended, to tell
me what you think. Believe me, T am the last nian w]s:) would
at all take ill even your censure,

«T am always Imppy' to: be of your opinion, which in the
present case carries convietion along with ity and T have much

® g mnust be accepted only with refersnics 45 1he
rocdencs in India, @ fixwt fow monthy of his
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satisfaction in teiling you that I have acted according to it', {or
although I. weref, the want. of public employment, which is to
me the most agreeable of all employment, yer I have en-
deavored to gain what knowldge L could, and: improve my
ideas. My short stay at Scindidsi Court hes prevented my
knowledge being very complete, but in a short time one may
observe something. There is great justice in your reproach,
Which, whether meant or not, T have applied to myself, respect-
ing my injunctions of caution to you. I could) 1 Jmow very
well, have trusted to yotr judgment, which fop ¢ \ future J
shall do. As to Collins, I scarcely know whag ¢ say. !
I say that from my soul which I believe to he true, yet Lam

aware that it is possible that I may see things with a jaitdiced

eye, for his conduct towards me has been such that I ha© not

words to express my contempt ofit. . . . . Any gneral .
description of Collins will convey no idea ot ; 1 1 nly from
hearing particular anecdotes that you would be able to judge
of his extraordinary character. To sy the best of him, he is
a man whom one ought immediately to quit.

“I perceive 1 have done nothing but write disquisitions in
this long letter. With respect to yowrs, I am always best
pleased when you commit your thoughts to paper. If the same
is the case with mine, no apology is required; butif an excuse is
required, you will find it in the total want of news, at which
you cannot be much surprised. Are you acquainted with what
has ltely passed in Guzerat? We have had some disputes with
the Dewan of the Rajah, or Guicowar, and our troops were in
the beginning defeated. Sir William Clarke has gone into
those parts, and has in his tum been victorious: the affair isnok
seitled. The Peishwah regards it with o Jealous eye, but I
beliove will, or rather can, never go farther.

“The Collector of this district is said to be 4 terrible Buha-
door. Tis Sebundee Corps is five hundred strong; ho hes fifty
horsemen, and heving the command of the Oompany’s troops
in his distriot, he never seraples fo take some companics of
regular Sepoys, which he terms his Body-Guird. 1 think,
however, he had much begter be looking about his district,

62
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which is in complete disorder, than be sporting his grandeur in
the Cantonments of Futtehghur. This country reguires active,

able, and experienced men. ) B
“I cannot con iude without noticing your hospitable invi-
tation. I will not, my dear iriend, thank you, for 1 should
thank an indifferent person for common civility. There 18
language which cannot flow cither from the lips or the pen,
wiich is spoken only in the heart, and in which I cannot ex=
press myself o you unless a sympathy of sentiment convey it
-from my preast to yours. There is no place I can come to
with 8uC) cotisfaction as your proffered mansion, but it is in full
contidence that yor. will not suffer me to alter your method and
plan Ciliving; in fact, that you will not consider me a stranger.
Kind 1piembrances 10 Wood. I wrote yesterday to Hamilton.

“Ever your sincere friend,
#“C. T. METCALFE.”

FIRST OFFICTAL EXPERIENCES.

That Jack Collins and Charles Metcalfe had their
differences, and could not agree to differ amicably
and philosophically, is elear. The story is a very old
one; within every man’s experience; intelligible;
without mystery. Colonel Collins was cold, im-
perious, and overbearing. He was known by the
name of *“ King Colling;”’ and he had little tolera-
tion for those who did not recognise his soverdignty.
He looked upon Charles Metcalfe as a vassal and as
a boy. He stood upon his position and he stood
upon his age. Te exacted a deference which the
youth was slow to concede ; he claimed a superiority
which was not willingiy acknowledged. The hoy
thought the man arrogant and dnmineering_ The
man thought the boy forward and presumpiuous.
1t is probable that both were right. It is almost a
eondition of early talent to be vain and self-sufficient.
It does not much matter. The vanity and self-
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' 'Suf/ﬁciency are soon rubbed off. Bu+ in the mean
while it is hardly to e erpected that age and ex-
Perience should benignantly regard the manifes-
tation of these qualities only as a sign of what is
called in the above letter a * consciousness of
Power.”  §till, a little more toleration in such cases
1 %o be desired ; and it would have been well if the
clder man had smiled at the self-sufficiency of his
young friend, and borne with it for the sake of his
finer qualitics. Charles Metealfe was, doubtless, fond
of arguing, and King Collins did not like being ar-
gued with by a boy of seventeen* This in a few
Plain words seems to have been the cause of their
tupture. They parted with at least outward civility ;
and became sufficiently good friends-_at a distance.

* It was, doubtless, after some simi- on more mature reflection, I bolieve
Iar collision with an clder that, a fow that his Judgment is perfectly correct,
months afterwards, Charles Metcalfe  Since he seems so well dispoged 1g-
wrote in his Common-place Book,— wards you, I am certain you will nog
“Aravr. We are often reproached for  fail to cultivate his esteen and rogard
what we are taught to do. To differ —not merely because his friendship
In opinion from men of groater age may be useful in forwarding your in-
and exparience is lsokad apon, in a  torest, but principally on account of
Joung man, as u groat presumption. the high character he boars, as well

Cet are boys at school and college  for integrity as ability. Do you know,

taught and compelled to criticise the I by no means despair of drinking a

8t and most calebrated aithors that bumper with your father, at some
the world has known, and to argue distant period, however, to the heslth
on all subjects, even in favor of an of Charles Motcalfo, member of the
untenable * proposition,” — [February. Supreme Government in Bengal, Jost-
18, 1509, ing apart, you Lavo talents fo Justity
. T Beveral lettews from Colonel Col- themostsanguine hopes ofyour friends;
Litus, Yritten ehortly after Charles and as you have come to the resols
Metcalfe's departire, are preservell tion of contimuing in the service; T
by the latter, They are written 1ave no doubt of your application.
Probably with as much warmih as  Indeod, the former wonld be of o 15
the man was capable of feeling. They  without the Iatter, . . . Pray st ma
someh_su-zs :Lr:!mu\rlcdgo the receipt of  hear from yon sometimes, e nssured
B “friendly lettor" from Mot alfe, that I shallcver ficl warmly intercated
and gonerally oxprise g hope—often  in your' sucecss i 1ifk, and, conses
N assuranes, fhag the young mon will quently, must be deairovs of knowly
Suceeed in the lino of his profession.  how you gob on. Memermber, al ity

ong leblor ho yapg: 6 bad little am your banker, as woll as Joun min-
doubL but thab Mr. Batley wonld re-  core frfond, —J. Qoriang.” — [ Supr
Commend your Gxiug in Caleutta, and  fember 94, 1802.]
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CHAPTER IV.
[1802—1804.]
TRATNING AT THE PRESIDENCY.

Return to Caleutta—Appointraent to the Chief Secretary’s Office—His Stn-
dies—Extracts from his Common-place Book—Visit of Theophilus Met-
callb — Appointment to the Governor-General's Office — Farly Qfficial
Fapers—Rupture with Seindish—Appointment to the Staff of the Come
mander-in-Chief,

Ox the 10th of September, 1802, Charles Metcalfe,

having dropped down the river in a boat lent to

bim by Colonel Collins, arrived, a second time, ab

_ Caleutta ; and on the 4th of October he was ap-

pointed an assistant in the office of the Chief Secre-
tary to Government.

It seems to have been his determination, at this

2, time, to obtain employment at the Presidency. It

is {0 the Becretariat that the ambitious commonly

turn their cyos as the stepping-stone to ultimate

greatness. Lord Wellesloy had looked favorably

upon the young writer, and was obviousgly well in-

clined to serve him. Mr. Barlow, who was then

geeond in influence and importance only fo the

Governor-General, recommended him to remain at

the Presidency. Tle had friends, too, whom he
3. dearly loved at Caleutta; so that all his inclinations
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were gratifiel by the arr¥a >ment that had been
made. His trip to the cuwp of the Malkruits had
not heen without its uses. e had veturned with
enlarged experiences to the vice-regal city. He had
traversed a large extent of country. He had ac-
quired a more extended knowledge of the people of
India than he could have gained in many years of
Calcutta life. And though he had rendered no
great service to the State, as Assistant to the Resi-
dent at Scindiah’s Court, he brought back some
local information which subsequently was turned to
profitable account, and he had Legun to interest
himself in the tangled politics of Northern and
Western India,

Little by little he had learnt to reconcile himself
to Indian life, and, stil! not without some fond re-
grets, he now looked his profession steadfastly in
the face, and applied himself sedulously to the
duties of his office. Much of his leisure time he
devoted to his books. And he was no careless
reader. He sate with a note-hook before him, and
as he pored over the pages of Gibbon, of Russell, or
of the Abbé Raynal, he jotted down such land-
marks of History as would be most useful for after
reference, and ¥ >pt his memory fresh as he pro-
ceaded. His old habit of philosophising, at which
some of his friends laughed irreverently, was s
strong as ever, and his Common-place Book was
often opened. To many of the entries a peculiar
value belongs, for they are snatches of self-por-
traiture or incidental reflections of the character of
the youthfal statesman. They contain, indeed, lis
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inner history, and ¢ e a little autobiography in
themselives,

EXTRACTS FROM THE COMMON-PLACE BOOK OF CHARLES
METCALTE.

Fotate 17—18.]

“HuMAN INTELLECT —ITt hag often oceurred to my mind,
89 & doubt which I have never been able to solve, how far
active talents and a sedentary disposition are compatible. By
active talents I do not mean that activity of the body which
delights in the sports of the Field and corporesl exercise, but
that sctivity of the mind, thut superior ability, which is formed
for the rule of Empires, is at’all times ready for action, perceives
mstantly, and decides without hesitation. Were I to decider
hypothetically, I should say that active talents were never ac-
companied by close application. Thereisa degree of drudgery,
quict, and, 1 had almost said, inertness required in close appli-
cation to a particular study which T think incompatible with a
mind such as T have in view, Instead of sedentary disposition,
I ought to have said confined attention, to o science or a pui-
suit, for it is certain that there is no activity so great as that of
the mind engaged in the pursuit of knowledge. But Iam of
opinion that active talents cannot be bent to o particular branch
of study, and that they will universally fly off from particular
to universal knowludge. Mdﬂ)’ men: of quick but (1“_ic-:.iccnt
parts have rendered themselyos famous in some onc art or
science, whilst others of more active talents, having made uni-
versal knowledge the objeet of ‘their pursuits, l::u;c not been
driven- beyou‘d the :_’,ir_cl; of theiy acquaintance, for human in-
telleot iz confined within such narrow bonds that it can never
possess more than a very moderate knuw[edge of general subs
jects, And it iz one of the Innumerable proofs of the vast
extent of Divine Wizdom that the human ming should take
guch various tums, and procced by such diflerent waye, to the
aequisision of knowledge, improvement of science, réﬁ:mmcnt



of the world, and to the accomplishment of the v o,
Omnipotent Deity. For I takeit to be an indisputable fac.,
there are no two minds, and never were two minds, which are
not essentially different.—[ Caleutta, October 29th, 1802.]
CaRIsTIANITY.—I cannot help thinking that too strict an
inquiry into the truth of the Christian religion ought to be dis-
couraged in very young persons. It is an inquiry which re-
quires vast fortitude of mind, and which we ought to commence
with perfect faith.  Youth is very easily led astray by plausible
arguments, and the system of natural religion is too pleasing
not to engage a young imagination. It is thus thet M——,
who has brought these reflections to my mind, at first sot off as
an enthusiastic admirer of Christianity, and carried his attention
to its principles and duties to a great excess, but has now (most
probably from the sophistical argument of some persuasive
genius) entirely given up his faith in our blessed religion, and
devotes himself to natural religion and universal philanthropy.
A mind, however, 5o easily and suddenly converted may, with-
out much diificulty, be brought back to a Just belief of the
doctrines of our Heavenly Saviour.—[ November 19¢4, 1802.]
Frienp.—It is less difficult to conciliate an enemy than to
preserve a friend, There are no enmities so strong that the
paxtics are not desirous of a reconcilistion, I have seen no
friendship which has not been interrupted by many pethy jea-
lousies, which always produce temporary contentions, too fie-
quently lasting separations, and which are the more acute as
the attachment is more ardent. I must eradicate from my
mind that propensity to form romantic attachments which my
youth and inexperience have encouraged. Never again will I
nourish the seeds of a rising friendship; never will I love the
man who has not obtained by long intercowrse my respect and
esteem; and so aid me Ye powers of prudence and good sense
n my resolves! I am too well coninced that thete are vary
few hearts capable of the friendehip which 1 feel, and would
wish othegs to foel; and, young as I am, I am teught by painful

L
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that the sacred name of friendship is too often
_.u; that equal and mutual attachments are seldom, and &
acubt if ever to be found, and that an ardent attachment un-
returned shackles the independence of the mind, and caunot
fail to be attended with vexation and unhappiness. I am deter-
mined fo resign the man whose apparent indifference has cost
e o many sighs, and hope that in a short period I may be
able £o turn back to this page and smile at the reluctance with
which I cvidently part from him, and which is still more painful
than it is evident.—[December 18th, 1802.]

SELF-LOVE is & most consoling companion. Let every man
search his own heart. I have a very good opinion of myself,
and, as far as I remember, always had the same. Self-love
is the guide of all men’s actions. One man feels a plezsure in
feeding his own desires, another in feeding his neighbour's;
but the principle is the same. Self-love is always at the
bottom. The one is bent on present happiness, the other on
future. I can tell which is the wiser, but I cannot which is
the better, man, We appear all to be instruments in the hands
of an Almighty, All-secing Being, snd is one more blameable
than another? Can we go in the right wa y without the assist-
ance of Providence? And shall he, who for want of that assist-
ance goes wrong, be punished? Do we suffer for the sins of
others? For what were we created? When, and how, shall
we be destroyed?  The inguiry is endless, Guide me, O Lord,
in the right way.

To M}'SELF.%T}{ind——liﬂl-‘- Mind—thon art envious—not
50 as fo give me much trouble, but suflicient to convince me
that thou art in want of roform; so sct about it instantly, and
learn to feel as much happiness at the goud fortune of others
a3 thou wouldst for thine own.—[ Fef» uary 19th, 1803.]

~— Nothing is more irksome than in submiseion to the rules
of gociety, or to the natural inclinution which the mind hiag not
fo offend, to feign a liking to one whoss qualifications do not
render him an chjoct of our csteem, or 4o Sppenr gragified with
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THEOPHILUS METCALFE, 9 L

; the society of him who could not be too far from us. Such a
man iz B ~—[April 22nd, 1803.]

Mmp AND CountENANCE—The features of the counte-

nance are formed after those of the mind."*—[ Adpril 25¢, 1803.]

But whilst Charles Metcalfe was thus from time to
time recording in his Common-place Book the his-
tory of his innerworld of thought and feeling, in the
outer world of incident and action there were cir-
cumstances developing themselves which tended in
no small measure to shape the after-career of the
man. These were partly of a domestic, and partly
of an official character. In the month of J anuary,
his elder brother, Theophilus, came round from
China to Calcutta, and on the 4th of April Charles
Metcalfe was appointed an Assistant in the office of
the Governor-General.

His brother’s visit was quite unexpected. The
dawk of the Sth of January brought him a letter
{rom Theophilus, not dated from the Factory at
Canton, but from the “ Ship Belsy, below Ingerles,”
on the Mooghly river. “You certainly will be
astonished, my dearest Charles,”” wrote the elder
brother, “to receive a letter from me dated from
this place; but the cause is; ill-health having com.
pelled me to take a trip to sea, I took the opportu-
nity of spending a few months with you, my dear
fellow, and, thank God, have arrived safe, and
perfectly recovered.” The anmouncement hiled
Charles Metealfe with delight. My God,” he

* Opposits to this ho had subse- 5, 1808 — Why, then, ate mig o
fuently writien, under date Awgust ugly 2”
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exclaimed to his friend Sherer, on the evening
before Theophilus’ arrival, “he is the finest fellow
in the world !”* Not many hours afterwards the
two brothers were shaking hands, after a three
years’ separation—yet little more than boys in age,
but in experience and position men. They were still
as unlike as ever; but years and absence had taught
each brother to appreciate the qualities of the other,
and they met as the most affectionate of friends.

It is not to be doubted that this fraternal visit
was very beneficial to Charles Metcalfe. His brother
was a fine, manly youth—by no means inclined to
meet the troubles of life half way, but in the cheer-
fulness of his disposition and the strength of hisen-
durance, sufficiently case-hardened against them. He
had gone out to China much against his will, but
had soon reconciled himself to his position, and had

arnestly persuaded his more desponding brother to
do the same.f But when he found that Charles

® Sherer to Metcalfe, Jonuary 17,
1806

t On the 5th of November, 1801,
dating from Canton, Theophilus Met-
ealfe  wrote: — “The receiving a
letter from yon affurded e much
leasure, but [ am sorry to find that

adin s oot turned out 5o pleagant
as you cxpected.  But, my dear bro-
ther, it does not oo to be the pro.
fegsion you dislike, or the moide of
moking the money (which s my dia-
like to tlie conniry), but a vegret at
Jeaving Lngland.  Congider, Charles,
it is niot in the natura of thinge for us
{0 be always with our family. Thero-
fore, as yow like your profission, sl
say 20,000L would not suffice for yom,
what place ¢an you Booce relise
flint sum in thon India? Yon will
porhaps gay. that 1 am much alterod.
Tt is not po. DMy romaining lerd is

only from the same miotive which
induced me to come out— that of
satisfying a parcot. . , . . »NO
more of this; I have two requests o
make: that you will not go home un=
less you are ill; but if yon find the
¢limte will not agree with you, re-
turn home immediately, and 1 promise
you that, when it is in my power
your sitnation in England shall be
made pleasant. If you cannpt stay
in this couniry, go homa and make
my dear friend Anne my sister. 1
Liave another request to make, that
you will place confidence in me, lot
me know your debts, your move-
ments, everything—

* Take courage, Man, and me wour

sorrows tell, i

And safely

rotteom think nane kens 'em bt
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ued firm in his eagerness fo return fo Eng-

~ with a generosity and self-devotion which did
the highest honor, he seconded his brother’s
-itations, and promised his father, that if he
would permit Charles to settle at home, he himself
would engage not to swerve from the line of his
profession, but make a fortune for himself in China.*
Such conduct had greatly endeaved him to his bro-
ther, and had raised him in the estimation of his
parents. But the elder Metcalfe had made up his
mind on the subject; and whilst Theophilus was
crossing the Bay of Bengal, he was writing to
Charles that the generous conduct of his eldest son
had not induced him to swerve from his old resolu-
tions. “The last letter from Your brother,” he
wrote, “was of the most pleasing nature. He feels

* Dating again from Canton on the
22nd of March, 1802, he recurred to
the subject of Charles’s contemplated
réturn, but in a steain somewhat mo-
dified by reflection on the contents of
Liis brother’s latter letters, The fol-

as he hias a vory just and great idea of
your abilities, and his ot!eal son is
determined to settle in this couniry-—
that is, to make a fortune. If, from
being convineed that I am rosigned {o
my fate, you should resolve to return

lowing passages are so houorable to
the writer that it is a pleasure to
tianecribe them:—“1 have received
your letter of August,” wrote Theo-
Philias Metealte, # which, 1 assure you,
has been a causy of anxiety to me,
for I so much droad the consequences
of my father's resentment weare vou
. tareitum home without his permission,
and shall pity von if you are con-
pelled to remainia India, 1 give you
great eredit for having determined
first to make an application to your
father, pointing out Your situation and
sentiments: and I shall in my letters
second your request, and 1 think
{though T do not wish to raise your
hiopes) that he may grant it to you,

immediately, come first to Ching for
your health, and then let us consult o-
gether whether it would se right for
you to return to England, wad i
Believe me, my deurcat Charles;, you
will (at least'T fear) rue tho day if
You should return Coulrary to the
wisly, or without the permission of
our father, . . | " Balieva me.
You will not find youreelf happy ip
Lord Grenville's office; the situntidn
I would recommend, if you are deter=
mined to leave India, “and whigh in
my letter fo my fathor T shall poing
out to }‘;m, a8 Ibc‘}if:\'(‘, if Tie could
succeed in plaeing you in it, he would
consent, is the Banking Line.”
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perfectly satisfied with his situation, and w.ine
degree of affectionate liberality, which does !l v
great honor, desires me to let you come to Eng v
“and allow him to shift for himself. You, my
boy, know my sentiments on this head. I showla
feel wanting in the duty as a father to the true in-
terests of his son, were I to indulge my own desires
to bhave my family with me by complying with the
request of either of my sons to abandon the line of
service I have had the good fortune to place them
in; and my confidence in your good sense is such
that I flatter myself you will, ere this arrives, be
convinced my determination is founded in your
prosperity—the only object I could possibly have in
view.”

Before this letter was receiy ed, Charles Metealte
and his brother had many a time talked over the
subject-matter of it together; and it is not to be
doubted that the former profited largely by the sen-
sible advice, and perhaps still more by the cheerful
demesor, of the young Chinaman, and the affec-
tionate intercourse which was maintained between
them. Iheophilus Metcalfe was determined to ex-
Joy himsclf. He had scented a party at Government
House even from the Sand-Heads, and had writien
up to his brother that he should « require a frisewr’’
immediately upon his arrival. He now stimulated
the social aetivity of his more studions and quiescent
brother, and even hrought him somewhat reluctant y
into a cricket-matel, which the Btonians of Cal-
cutta had adventured against the whole Presi.
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ency.®  These things did the young statesmen no
harm. And, apart from all these secondary in-
ﬂuences, there was an abidi’l}g consolation in the
pPresence of his brother, which seemed to bring
home nearer to him, and greatly diminished the
sense of isolation which had before pressed so heavily
on his heart,

Even when Theophilus Metcalfe turned his baclk
on Calcutta, and set out to visit his aunt Richard-
son, at Cawnpore, whither he vainly endeavored to
persuade Charles to accompany him, there still re.
mained with the latter a feeling that he was not
alone. Seldom did a day pass on which the young
civilian did not receive a letter from his brother
reporting the progress he had made upon his
travels. All this had an unfailing tendency to en-
courage and to strengthen him at a time when
other influences were at work in the same favorable
direction—when his official position was such as in-
creasingly to flatter his hoyish vanity and stimulate
his boyish ambition. He was, 1 have said, appointed
in April, 1808, an Assistant in the office of the
Governor-General. Tora Wellesley had, some time
before, conceived the idea of planting in Govern-
ment House an office undep his own immediate
superintendence. He was not guilty of the folly

*In o little mannseript: volume,  dered mme, on his account, more in-
Which ho kept at this time, and which  clined 1o Ppleasares of overy fork"—

¢ ealled an “ Aceount of Reading” The month’s reading only incladed
Charles Metoplfe Wrote under date of  “ Browne's 'Uravels fn Afr ca," 4 L
January, 1808—% Continued Arabic. cani Pharsalia®” © Oarowen in Plso-
My sludies mnd reading mnch inter. nem,” and * Voloay's Toavels in Bgyps
Tupted this month Hy the arrival of and Syria."
my bzotler from (}hi_, which ron.
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of attempting to mystify the secretaries to Govern-
ment—of embarrassing his own movements by keep-
ing them in ignorance of his designs. The Govern-
ment secretaries, indeed, were a part of the ma-
chinery of his own office. But he believed that in
matters of great political importance, involving the
necessity of secresy, the subordinate agency of su-
preme direction could best be carried on by educated
gentlemen, the covenanted servants of the Company,
immediately responsible to himself. In prosecution
of this design, it was his wont to select from among
the young civilians at the Presidency those who had
given the fairest promise of intelligence and zeal,
and to make them his confidential assistants. And
it is an eminent proof of the sagacity of this great
statesman that he seldom made a selection that was
not more than justified by the after-career of the
man on whom he had fixed his regards. Nor was it
the least pleasing of hisretrospects forty years after-
wards to recall the persons of the young men whom
he, during the first years of the century, had as-
sembled in Government House-—the persons of
John Adam, of Bayley, of Jenkins, and of Met-
calfe, and to think of the distinction that in the
interval had been attained by his pupils. .

In that grand vice-regal school the clever boys of
the Civil Bervice ripened rapidly into statesmen.
They saw there how Empires were governed. The
imposing spectacle fived their young ambition, and
ench in turn grew eager and resolute to make for
himsolf a place in history. Of all men living,
perhaps Lord Wellesley was the one around whose
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character and conduct the largest amount of youth-
fal admiration was likely to gather. There was a
vastness in all his conceptions which irresistibly
ppealed to the imaginations of his disciples. Their
faith in him was unbounded. The promptitude and
decision with which he acted dispelled all doubt and
disarmed all scepticism. Embodied in the person
of Lord Wellesley, statesmanship was in the eyes of
his pupils a splendid reality. They saw in him a
great man with greaf things to accomplish. As he
Walked up and down the spacious central hall of
the newly-erected Government House, now dic-
tating the terms of a letter to be despatched to one
political functionary, now to another, keeping many
pens employed at once, but never confusing the ar-
gument or language proper to each, there was a
moral grandeur about him seen through which the
scant proportions of the little Viceroy grew into
something almost sublime. There could not be a
finer forcing-house for young ambition, Charles
Metcalfe grew apace in it,

Ha soon began to feel that he was acquiring some-
thing that would cling to him all his Tife_ that the
training to which he was subjected was well calens
lated to fit him to tread the path that leads direot to
Fame. What had once appeared to him petty and
objectless, was now expanding into hulk and signifi-
cance. The day-dreams of the Eton cloisters might
be realised after all on the scenes where he onoe
hélieved hard fate had condemned him to waste his
existence. The future seemed ver y different to him
now that Government House had become his collega,

YOL. 1. H



and he had for a moonshee the Governor-General
himself. The example of his father, too, was at this
time conspicuously before him. Major Metcalfe, who
had gone out to India with none of those advan-
tages which had environed his son, had been sent to
Parliament by the people, and created a baronet by
the King.* The glad tidings of this latter event
reached Charles Metealfe early in May; and some

days afterwards he wrote in his Common-plac
Book these memorable words :

TRAINING AT THE PRESIDENCY.

“ My Farapr.—Barly in the month I learnt that his
Majesty had conferred the dignity of baronet upon my father.
I rejoiced at it, because I was certain that this honor was not
sought for by any of those mean arts which generally soil
modern titles. T rejoiced at it becanse I was certain that it was
not purchased by the loss of independence. My good fatheris
a strong instance of what may be done by Ability and Integrity.
He is an example which I shall ever have before my eyes, and
if I steadily pursue his footsteps I have little deubt that I shall
raise the second branch of the family to the same honors.”—
[ May 16th, 1803.]

From this time Charles Metealfe looked steadily
forward. There were no more vain retrospects; no
more idle regrets. The vestigio retrorsum were not
to be taken. e had formed the resolution of not
leaving the country until the Governor-Generalship
of India was in his hands. And that such would be

# Writing of the dignity that had
been conferred upon him 16 kis son,
the elder Metealle snid:—*The dig-
nity of Baronet which his Mnjeaty
has lately conferred upon me, ‘was
dine in the most haudsome Wway, and
our reception at St James's, whon

your mother was presented on coming
to the title, waz flattoring in fhe
highest degree. At my timo of life
tho adding Sir to my name i of tthe
importance, Bab t0 your mether, your
misters, andl tho whale family 1 thiak
e objcet desivable, .
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thic end of his career was not a mere passing thought
—an impulsive hope—but an abiding and sustaining
Conviction.*

All through the year 1803 and the earlier part of
1804, Charles Metealfe continued to graduate in
Indian politics under the directorship of Lord Wel-
lesley. Tt was a season of unusual excitement. At
no period, perhaps, of our connexion with the East
has the aspect of affairs beyond the frontier pre-
sented such a knot of difficulties for the disentangle-
ment of British statesmanship. I shall come pre-
sently to speak more in detail of our own relations
with the Mahratta States. At present it is enough
to say, that the complication of affairs, threatening,
as it did, to involve the British power in the greatest
war in which it had ever been engaged in India,
threw a large amount of work into the Governor-
General's office, and taxed all the energies of his
assistants. "Lake and Wellesley were in the field,
waiting the opportunity to strike. It was certain
that no statesmanship, that no diplomacy, could
avert the inevitable collision. Whatever may have
been the wishes of the Governor-General, I am
afraid it cannot be said that the boys in his office
were very desirous to arrest the war. They were
deeply interested in the progress of events, and their
sympathies were not with the peace-makers. 8o it
happened that when intelligence reached Caleutta

* He did not seenple 1o say in earl y ‘mentioned this conviction, was that
youth, that he would be Governor- excellent man the late Dr. hlmhj
General of Tndin. And this not man, who ulten spokeof the P“?Phﬂf
h_Rhﬂ;:- and Jestingly; bat with all in after yaurs, when Oharley 1'&!(&&‘('1!l 0
Slocerity of meaning aud gravity of had reached the goal towards which he
uiner.  Awmong others {6 whom he hwl lang been stoadilyadvanciug.

H 2
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fﬂfét the anticipated rupture had actually taken place,
and that Colonel Collins had quitted Scindiah’s
Court, Metealfe and his associates were thrown into
a state of excitement in which there was no great
intermixture of pain. It was, indeed, a memorable
day. There are men still living who, after the lapse
of half a century, remember all the circumstances of
that evening as vividly as though they had occurred
in the present reign. For some days, the ¢ glorious
little man,” as his disciples affectionately called
Lord Wellesley, had been pacing one of the halls
of Government House, girding himself up for the
approaching crisis; and now he was prepared to meet
it. Aided by Edmonstone, the Political Secrefary,
whose knowledge was as ready as it was extensive,
he now dictated instructions to Colonel Collins, now
to General Lake, now to Arthur Wellesley, now to
John Maleolm, and now to Close and Kirkpatrick,
the Residents at the Courts of the Peishwah and the
Nizam. All daylong these weighty despatches grew
beneath the hands of the young scribes. The brief
twilight of theIndian evening passed and left thework
only half done. But still by the bright lamp-light the
young writers resolutely plied their pens, as hour
after hour the Governor-General continued to dictate
the despatches, upon which the fate of principalities
depended. Words of encouragement little needed
came freely from him, as he directed this great
work. And still, as Adam, Bayley, Jenkins, Met-
calfe, Cole, Monckton, and others wrote and wrote
these weighty despatches, upon which the events of
the great war were to turn, he told them ever and
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anon that their work would soon be done, and that
there was a table spread for them in the banquet-
room, at which they might presently drink suceess
to the campaign. Though it was NOw the exhaust-
ing month of August, and rest and food were denied
to them throughout many long hours, there was not
one of them who flagged at his desk. Sustained by
their youthful enthusiasm, they continued at their
work till past midnight; then weary, hungry, and
athirst, they were conducted to the table which had
been spread sumptuously for their entertainment.
Tt was a festival not soon to be forgoiten. A spe-
cial message from Lord Wellesley instructed them
to give full vent to their hilarity—to use his cellar
as though it were their own, and not to think that
they were bound to be quiet because they were in
Government House. So they drank success to the
campaign in good earnest; toasted the glorious Wel-
lesley, and his glorious brother ; toasted General
Take and Colonel Stevenson ; toasted the British Sol-
dier and Jack Sepoy; and finally toasted one another.
And the Governor-General did not complain that
next day his < Office’” was not very eflicient.
Incidents of this nature were surely calculated to
bind such warm-hearted, earnest youths as Charles
Metcalfe by the strongest feelings of personal attach-
ment and fidelity to Lord Wellesley. They not only
worked for him, they worked with him. And the
endearment thus engendered was reciprocal. NO
statesman evor took a livelier interest in the inﬂ".L
lectual development of the disciples who sate at his
feet. e watched their progress with a flectinnate
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concern: he encouraged and stimulated them by
Jjudicious praise. He was at once their master and
their friend; and there was not one of them who
did not identify himself with his policy, and was not
eager to contribute to its success.

And that even these clever boys could con-
tribute something to the successful issue of Lord
Wellesley’s magnificent designs abundant proof was
frequently given. Eager for an opportunity of ren-
dering some service to the State, in a higher capacity
than that of a mere scribe, Charles Metcalfe was not
long in finding one. His visit to Colonel Collins, T
have said, was not barren of profitable results. e
had traversed a great part of the Mahratta country,
and he had been no inattentive observer of its loeal
peculiarities. The information which he had ac-
guired on the spot was most useful in the conjunc-
ture which had now arisen:; and the young statesman
knew well how to turn it to. profitable account.
When, at the close of 1808, by a succession of
victories unparalleled in the annals of Indian con-
quest, Lake and Wellesley had broken the power of
the Mahrattas and brought Scindiah to their feef,
the treaty which was dictated to the prostrate chief
contained @ clause by which the British Govern-
ment undertook to plant o subsidiary force in his
dominions. The disposition of this foree, dependent
necessarily on local circumstances, was likely to he-
come an important subject of consideration:; and
as Charles Metcalfe had something to say upon if,
he resolved to draw up a memorandun, and submit
it to Lord Wellesley. If may not have besn his
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State-paper, but it is the earliest that I have
been able to find :*

MEMORANDUM BY CHARLES METCALFE [“Etate 19] ON
THE PROPOSED SUBSIDIARY FORCE IN SCINDIAH'S DOMI-
NIONS,

“A treaty of defensive alliance has been concluded between
the British Government and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, by which
the latter agrees to reccive a subsidiary force of British troops,
to censist of 6000 regular infantry, with a due proportion of
ordnance and military stores, to be stationed near to his frontier,
at stich place as the British Government may deem eligible.

“It is supposed that the subject of the disposition of those
troops will ehortly come under the consideration of the Governor-
General; and it is probable that his Excellency may either
resslye—1st, to form the subsidiary force into scparate frontier
garrisons and posts;} or 2nd, to station the whole in one can-
tonment. In cither case, it is supposed to be desirable that the
station or stations should be central, and that the foree should
be distributed in the manner best caleulated to answer ihe pur-
pose of » subsidiary force to Seindiah, and to sccure as wany
oth er political advantages as are obtainable.

(%In the event of éither determination, KoTa appears to be &
iage well suited cither as the post of a part of the troops under
the first arrangement, or as a station for the whole under the
seeond.

* The territory of Kota is bounded by the countries of the
(Rajpoot) Rajahs of Jaipoor, Jaudpoor, Boondi, and Uniare
to the north; by those of Holkar and Scindish to the gouth;
by that part of Scindiah’s territorics which is under the

* The original, in Charles Bfet- 1 4 The treaty says ‘place; bub i
Calie’s handwriting, was preservd by  isnot poasiblo that it was bt intended
thi Iate Mr. Edmonsione, to wheso that the troops should abzolptely he
*eprusentative, Mr. Neil Edmonstone, fized 4t one place on peconst of the

min indebted for @ mues of valusble wording of the artlgle."—C. 4 .
hintorioal materials.
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management of Ambajee to the east; and by Oudipoor to the
west.

¢ Thirty miles to the southward of the town of Kota (which
is on the banks of the Chumbul), and within the dominion of
the Rajal, is the narrow, strong, and stony pass of Mukundra,
between hills which extend east and west to a very considerable
distance. Tt must have been considered of great importance,
and has been defended by three gateways, the first of which
towards Kota is in ruins; the second is in a middling state;
and the third, towards the south, is in very good repair. It
has been customary for the Rajah to have a body of troopsat the
last, with a guard at the summit of & hill to give notice of the
approach of plunderers. On an alarmn, the gate, of course, is
closed,

 No other communication can take place between the north
and south of those parts of Hindostan, which are situated
within a considerable distance of Kota, than that which is
carried on through the Mukundra Pass. It is considered by
the natives of the surrounding parts to form the boundary of
Hindostan, the land between the hills which form the pass
and the Nerbudda is considered as independent both of Hin-
dostan and the Deccan, and is at times included either in one or
the other indiscriminately. Between the Mukundra and the
Narwah Pags the country is hilly and impervious. :

“The road by Mukundra, that by Narwah and that Liv.
Bundlelund, are believed o be the only roads comnecting the
northern and southern provinces of Hindostan proper. If such

is the case; a small Buitish force commanding each of these

roads might entirely command all communication between the
north and south of this vast portion of Tndia.

¢¢There are high roads from Kota:

“ Ist. To Oujein, which is distant nearly 150 miles,
the Mukundra Pass,

¢ 2nd. To Agr, by Boowdi, Oniara, Rampoora,
snd Futtehpoor.

4 8rd. To Delhi, by Hindown, m"'ii'tptuor, atid Mut

through
Hindown,

tra.
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. To Gwalior, by Narwal.
. To Jaipoor, by Boondi.

“6th. To Oudipoor.
CA place thus situated, with the advantages of - }lctl].t,]ly

clirate and a fertile country, may be considered . be well
adapted for a military station.

% The rolations subsistirg between the British Government
and the states of Mysore Hyderabad, Guicowar, and Poona,
combined with the heppy result of the late glorious war, and
the probable consequences of the treaties of Deogaum, Suijee
Arjingaum ~ad Boorha=poor, appear to preclude every appre-
hension Of the trsti. 1nee of the peace of India by any ative
po-c whatever; but thy tranquillity of a great er nt of
Country, and the happiness o vast numbers of inhabi® s, are
‘:;;izﬁﬁolsed to rle:struc‘lion, from 1:.[10 {2pprc~ssivc ambition and
pﬁnciplzdr‘;::;él{fs ?f dlf-“-:;fe:te'd :mlil'l-:'tams and rcstilc:ss and un-
stationed in t]lcol;)\;iﬁ;])nurh:gg of the 11}&(1}1; DE] Brg e o -

g ukundra Pass, might
effectually prevent the ingress and egiess of those bodies of
tregular cavalry which carry devastition and misery into
every part of India over which the Brjjsh influence has not
been extended. The road of their passage from south to
north, or from north to south, will be shyt up, and their way
oi: escape from pursuit will be cut off. By degrees the system
of plunder will cease, the cultivation of & fertile country will
be renewed, and a more regular method of government must
be adopted. A Britich force situated in the territory of Kota
would not only command the communitetion between the
northern and southern parts of Hindostan, but woyld also have
every advantage, military or political, to be derivagd from #0
eentral o sitnation. It would keep a check upon Hoqr ap#
Ambajee, or any other chiefs whose power might rise upo. the
Tiin of either or both of these; it would protect the Rajpoocts,
would be near to Secindiak’s capital, and wounld preserve the
tranguillity of a vast extent of territory.

“ It is true that no treaties exist by which the Britieh Govern-
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ment is bound to banish disorder and war from every province,
or to preserve the peace and bappiness of all India; but this task
wppears to be perfectly consistent with the comprehensive wis-
dom of British policy, and worthy of the characteristic excel-
lence of British humanity.

% Admitting, therefore, for a moment, that 2 body of British

roops stationed at Kota might be instrumental in procuring
great advantages to the British irterests, and in promoting
what has now become inseparable from those interests, the hap-
piness of India, and that therefore it would be advisable to
adopt some plan in order to station a force in that district, the
next point to be considered is whether th <€ are 4y ghstacles
which may be opposed to such a pla=t.

“The present Regent of K~aa* has fora long time felt the
ineonvenience and dangey ©of his precarious situation with re-
gard to Scindiah and Hg¢lkar, who alternately plunder him.f
i i true that, with an wausual attention to the cultivation of
the country and the cornforts of the inhabitants, he has always
endeavored, and genenxﬂy with tolerable suceess, to avoid the
desperate devastation wrhich has afflicted his neighbours, by the
more rezulay method ¢f contribution; but it 1s evident that he
must have suffered from this sufficiently to make him laok
anxiously to an epportunity of escaping from it.

It appears probsble that he would gladly accede to an ar-
rangement which would afford tranquillity to his territories and
protect him and Lis gubjeots from future outrage, and. he must
know that the presence of 2 body of British troops, although
they might not Ve expressly designed for his defence, would
eﬁ'cctu.{lly puv a Bti.-p to the diﬁljﬂ]ers which have consmﬂy
distressed the country. He must have Jearnt that, wherever

Tse Brivich influence is extended, the conseuences are security
and repose.

* Zulim Singh. Sdindink. wnd
ewr ACTE s + SERUETARER, ler Sadasheo Tao Bh
F 11‘. kend. v}g;s_rt _}'{nﬁl. in April, had been there, on ita march !{'l:)‘)l?u:l%
1802, 1500 i ol car's Horse wore —it maY be Bréstntes 1
loyying contributions; und only five  purpose” g, ‘.I,“:G-“‘-d. to no good
daye before my arrival, the army of it
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“ Zalim Singh is comparatively powerful, and although he
has gained his power by usurpation, is very much rgs?cf-?l_!d by
the northern chieftains, who think that his conduct might have
been more villanous than it has been, and that thercfore he has
the merit of moderation.

“The legitimate Rajah, Omed Singh,* is in confinement ; }'19
is not seen nor spoken of, and his name is not made use of in
public actaf .

“ Every part of the government is conducted in the name
and by the authority of Zalim Singh, as Regent. . '

% There appears to be little reason to doubt his immediate
and cordial acquicscence in a plan providing for the cantonment
of abody of British troops in his territories, becanse it is evident
that such a plan would secure great advantages to himself; and,
without calculating upon any extraordinary inclination to com-
ply with the desires of the British Government, self-interest
would induce bim to enter eagerly into such a scheme,

¢ This arrangement may be considered to relate to Scindiah.

# No gerious jealousy can reasonably be excited in his mind.
He must shortly perceive that the treaty of Boorhsupoor has

npletely connected his interests with those of the British

cnment as to admit of no differcnee; and if he may not
mawe immediate application for the subsidiary force to be sta-
tioned with himself, which does not appear to be very impro-
bable, it is more than probable that he will be solicitous that it
ghould not be removed to any preat distance.

“ A question may arize as to how far it is consistent with the
dignity of the British Government 1o enter into negotiations
with the uswrper of a petty chiefship. These are questions

® Apcd abouk 25,

1 @ His name does appear in a paper
of requests sent by Zalim Singh to
General Lake:

-+ Zadim Singh proposes to conclude
ftreatyin hisown name, and transmits
8 paper of requests in that of Rajah
Omed Singh Jaota-wala, The paper
containg some reguosts relative to the

treatment of certain familics e}m’i poLty
chiefs over whom Omed Bingh, by
birth, may be supposed to have s con-
trolling ¢r protecting authority.

% Zalim Singh may have rade use
Omed Singh'® name o oldain puinta
which, in lis gwn character, he oou
not bave the privilege of urgliy™—
C. T, M.

L.
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which must be treated with the degree of attention whicl-l is
due to their importance. In the concerns of a great empirc,
persons in the most subordinate situations may perhaps be al-
lowed to form conjectures upon a local or particular subjechisd
the consideration of which they may have been led by ?PPOP
tunity or accident; but when that subject launches out mnto 2
question of systematic policy and general interest, the discus-
sion of it can only belong to the wisdom of those who h:.vc the
arduous task of watching over the welfare of the State.

This memorandum greatly pleased Tord Welles-
ley; he saw its importance, and was glad to ac-
knowledge it. Taking up a pencil, as was his wont,
he wrote on the margin of the document: * 7%
paper is highly ereditable to Mr. Metcelfe’s charac-
ter and talents, It may become very usefil. A’
copy of it should be sent to the Commander-in-Chi¢f
and another to Major Malcoln.—W.” 'This was
Charles Metealfe's first great success. It fixed him
in his resolution to persevere, and dwarfed the pro-
portions of Lord Grenville’s office. The boy of
nineteen was drawing a salary of a thousand a year,*
and writing State papers for the information of the
highest military and diplomatic authorities in the
country.

But although he was now turning his attention
towards the strenuous realities of life, studying the
Government records, and dwelling rather upoﬁ the
Cirenmetantial than upon the Abstract, he still
found time to moralise in his Common-place Book,
and to read a large number of printed volumes,

* Yight hundrod rupees aanonth— [me;}-,‘ M. Edmonstone to My, Mat:
from the 3rd of Jenuary, 1803.-—  calfe, Marck 17, 1304,



nglish, French, Latin, and Italian. Nor were the
Oriental languages wholly neglected.® He applied
himself to the study of Persian and Arabic, and
seems to haye mastered them sufficiently for all
Practical official purposes. From the entries in his
Gommon-place Book at this time, I make the fol-
owing selections ; they are contained in the last
Private journal that he ever kept :

EXTRACTS FROM THE COMMON-PLACE BOOK OF
CITARLES METCALFE.

| Ftate 18—19.]

“Hunan Mixn.—M is a strong instance of the weakness
of the human mind. He has entered upon a discussion of foo
great magnitude for his understanding. . . . . He has adopted
the modern notion that Reason— Blessed Reason—ought to be
our guide in matters of religion and government, and that we
are authorised by all the rights of man to oppose whatever is
opposite to our reazon. It is this fallacious, detestable principle,
which las loaded the world for the last twenty years with Crime
and Misery. It is the dectrine of Paine, Godwin, and the
Deyil—the root of all Vice and the bane of every Virtue. O
Lorg, L humbly call upon you to relieve me from this abo-

* In February, after enumegaling
‘tlllﬂ‘ books he had read, hie wrote:—
hese, with o slight occasional at-
tention to French and Arabie, form
8 Eum total of my February read-
Ing"—In March he wrote:—*In the
lattor parl of this month T paid some
Attention to Porsian.” —In Apeil,
Ooutinued studies in Porsiay, sod a
Beéneral parusal of records. The im-
Provement of this month, if not so
YATIoNs, is equally solid with that of
the lakt, or perhaps, more s0.” In
May, he “rend great variety of in-
toresting records.) Siundied Persian,
and zoported that his improvoment
boun © progressive and satisfae-

tory.” — In June, ha « Continued
studies in Persian, and had a great
deal of office business. Ou the whale,
improvement inadequate.”—

he recorded “ A conside
of office duty — improvemont ver,
denent, but might have been hetter.”
—Auagnst, * Commenced with & very
hard prass of public business.,"—[1In
this month he read o yast numbor ol
plays, chiefly comedies and fvrosg—
many of them Fielding's.] And i
September thero wes © an increnso of
official business.” With tha cold
woafhior onine & dissinution ol his 1i-
terary indietry, and the ontriss in lis
o Apeount of Reading” were Tew.

L
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minable spirit, and to keep me. steadfast in the right way!-
May 5th, 1803, o1 I

' —-—J 1 10-:.’1{ upnn]it 10 man can possess worldly ambition without

also possessing envy and discontent. I find the one ?-1“'{'-?3 f‘;'

companied by the others in my own heart. Ambition 15';\:1 );

gelfishness let Joose. Every man has the spark, and acciden

blows it into a flame,.—[May 16¢h, 1803.]

> oing in
Meraprysios.—I have often been asked by men, Tagtils

the enthusiasm of metaphysical inquiry, why I did not adopt
that pursuit. I have been deterred by a desire to 1:ender my
knowledge more stable, by the importance of my mlmeilwte
pursuit, end possibly, as much as anything, by chance. Bub I
now find reason to rejoice at the delay, and shall continue to
neglect on Principle what asyet I have neglected from Accident.
Late experience, aided by the perusal of an excellent sarmon by
the Reverend Sydney Smith, has pointed out to me the danger
as well' as the inutility of studies of that nature, rmd_ has
tanght me to sce in metaphysics the seeds of moral, religious,
aund political scepticism. Metaphysics, I abhor you! Go; en-

lighten the minds, enlarge the ideas; and gild the imaginations

of your votarics, nor shall I envy them their fancied superiorify
whilst T continue bound by sncient prejudices in favor of
Christianity, its necessary consequence, morality, and what T
concsive very conducive to both—ihie British Constitutioni—
[Siine Teh, 1803.]

SELE-SURFICIENOY.—] often, in moments of 'reflection;
take myself o task for my self-suflictency in fancying & sUpe”
riority of knowledge and sense over {lie generality of mankind,
and examine upon what clainy this fancied superiority is foun
I huve read and obsorved more; and have devated mote of MY
time to reflection, than, T may almost say, any man of my oWl
age. Doesnot. this give a claim to superiority?  One would
think so; and yot T am much staggered when I sce men acs
riui-ril:lg fame aud consequence whom I do not eoncoive entitled
to cither. I know no vight thay L possess to faney any supe-
viority, and yet my wind will finoy it. It is, however, an

L |
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opinion which, I believe, can only inspire good :md- honorable
actions, I helieve, that every man has some vanity dlerived.
from a fancied superiority in person, manners, accomyj lishments,
talents, or mind; and I do not know that mine is the most un-
worthy. That vanity only is disgusting which is proclaimed;
and here I hope that I shall never be so weak as to fall. One
cireumstance which may render this advisable is, that T am con-
stantly reminded of this fancied superiority by the avowed
opinions of others, and we are so willing to believe what others
say in our favor, that I would without seruple resign' my case
10 a just judge and ask with confidence,—* Have I sinned
beyond the hope of grace '—[July, 1803.]

Goop Ferrows—A character I have taken much pains to
gain, which is that of a good fellow, is a very contemptible:
onein the enjoyment of it The term itself is not at all ap-
propriate to the character, and the character is the most insig-
nificant possible. It is: bestowed witliout distinction: upon the
sensible, the generous, and the really good, as well as upon fools
and ignorant and uuprincipled men. What are the qualifica-
tions which are requisite to abtain this name it' would not be
casy to define, since it is so indiseriminately bestowed. Gene-
xally epeaking, they seem to consist in a resignation of ome's
words and. actions to the whims and folliee of the soelety in
which we move: in a total departure from the dictates of good
sense and right reason, and too frequently from those of religion
and morality. The greatest merit which some men possess, the
highest ambition which some men cherish; is to be a good
fellow—a chaaater too prostituted to bo valuable. I T am
never entitled to greater praise, or exeited by & nobler ambition,
may my ambition be eternally smothered, and the tongue of
praise be hushed for ever.—{ dugust 5th, 1803.]

BeAvtY.—Men may talk as they will about the little neces-
eity for beauty in a man; but beauty is & real advantege. A
handsome, interesting countenance is a man’s best recommendas
tionat fivst agquaintance; and although I by no means mean to
By that internal weorth will not be admired, when kaown; even

I
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o ave much more ready to recelye

under an ugly external, yet w o8
ce we are willing

to our «rms the man whose pleasing eountenan
to believe to be the index of his mind., Are there not counte-
nances which at first sight seize, as it were, upon our hearts,
and establish an interest in the welfare of their possessofﬁ? The
influence does not end with the first introduction; if tolemb.iy
good qualities are visible in a handsome man, his beauty will
never fail to heighten and adorn them, and as it is his br:?t
friend in obtaining the countenance of society, it will be his
steady supporter in securing its admiration, Instances withot_lt
number occut to me of the truth of these observations, and in
no pluce can they be more strongly marked than in the society
of Calcutta. An ill-looking man, whatever may be his good
qualitics, is never so much the object of our praise as a hand-
some one. Beauty, however, has its disadvantages. It secures
so good @ reception everywhere; that a man posscssed of it is
persuaded that he has nothing left to acquire. The ugly man,
finding his face againist him, is obliged to lay his ¢laim to being
agreeable on the solid foundations of good sense, knowledge,
and virtue. But if this emulation is not excited, the conse-
quences avc dreadful. A pretty fool may pass through the world
pretty well, but an ugly fool is = most unfortunate wreteh.
Who would not discover that the writer of this is an ugly
fellow?

With the female sex the beauty of a man 18 cvcr}'thing-
.+« + 1 believe there are very few indeed who consider worth
as estential in u lover, and as few would 1‘cg:‘;l'ﬁ it in the choice
of o husband did not selfishness lead them to do so.

-f‘_ mMan may ne tl}e effects of his beauty by aflectation, hut
Pm'“cm" tly by effeminacy; for the men will despise him, and
the nearer he approaches to the female sex the women will toe.
—[ Caleutta, Avgust Gihy 1803.]

["ollTUNE.:—-i\Ttm ‘.?ho rige in the world are much wore in-
debted to their good fortnme than to their merit or ability; and
he is the most clnvc_r who is best able to profit by good fortune
when it comes to hitn.
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Among the favors of fortune may be considered a good face
or figure, which, if a man knows how to take advantage of
them, are not the least of her favors.

OpINIONS OF MEN.—We are capable of exercising a just
Judgment with regard to the characters and conduct of men
placed very far above or very fur below us; but 0'[' men whose
case can in any respect be drawn into a comparison \vi|:11 our
own we cannot judge, except under the influence of prejudice
and vanity.— [ dugust 11¢h, 1803.]

Prios anp Husminrry.—There are two nominally opposite
thingsin which men are generally wanting—Pride and Humility,
I mean proper pride and proper humility, which, however, in
my mind, are so far from being opposite that I think them in-
separable. And inasmuch as a noble pride and a noble humi-
lity, a bad pride and a degrading humility, are the com panions
of one another. If you see a purse-proud man, or one hau ghty
from birth, mmdk him out as mean. If you see a blustering,
bullying pride, note it down as litle—bencath man and he-
longing to brutes. The pride’ of scholastic learning is con-
temptible and degrading; and the self-sufficicucy of o horse-
jockey or a sportsman is etill more so. But there is a noble,
independent pride, which abhors everything that is mean and
dishonorable, and which is almost always necompanied by a
truly meek and Christian humility. The man who from pride
would commit an insolent action, from interest or from feay
would commit a mean one. No two things are more difforent
than a proper and & fulse pride—[ Soptember 1524, 1803.]

Vaniry axp Senrrsnyess—Vanity, however great, I can
always pardon; but selfishness unrestrained is inexcugable, A
degree of selfishness is a necessary ingredient in the composi-
tion of every man; but there are many who are governed by it
in every action of their lives—such men are not fit members of
society. It is probably a wise and far-sceing selfishuess which
renders many men the very reverse of what we call selfish.-—
[October 25th, 1803.]

YOL. 1. I
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From this date there is no farther entry until the
spring of the following year, when he thas recorde-d
the fact of his brether’s marriage, and closed his
journal-books for ever. ¢ My eldest brother, Theo-
philus John, was yesterday married to a ehﬂ-rmin.g
young woman, Miss Hannah Russell.® His age 18
twenty. He will: be twenty-one on the 19th of
September next. May they enjoy every happiness
which good hearts ought to enjoy.”’—[ March 2nd,
1804,

Soon after this, the two brothers parted, with
full hearts. Their meeting in Bengal had endeared
them greatly to each other, and the affection thus
engendered was never subsequently diminished.
They differed greatly in character, but hoth were of
a loving nature and a generous disposition; and al-
though in childhood opposite qualities breed con-
flicts and divisions, in manhood they blend with and
adapt themselves to each other, and there is more
love where there is more diversity.t

Not long after the departure of his brother,

* Niccs of Bir Hoory Russell, one
of the Judges of the Supreme Conrt
of Clalcutta.

$ » As schoolfellows” wrote the
elder brother two years afterwards to
Sherar, “we were continunlly squah-
bling, and I'balieve from the difforent

« turn of mind, which you must have
abserved, our parcnts thought thut i

affeetion.” This Sherer communi-
cated, in one of his letters, to Charlea
Metcalfe, who wrote in reply (= Tho
passage which you transcribed s, 48
you rightly judge, peenliacly gratify-
mi to me. The difference in our
habits, whieli was sequired in our
childlipod, will probuh?y stick to us;

wanlid be tha case throvgh life, Thanlk
Ged, those who saw us in Bengal
st convines themselyes of the con.
teary, and [ may enfely say that there
pever were two hrgthnra oy sin-
cerely attachied; and, indeed, hiad T beon
totally, devoid of trother]y love, his
Eiddness and attention to my dear girl
would have geloed him my Wirmest

and it is possible that we may have
différent opinions on  eontroversial
points, as you may remembor wo used
to have, Lt in fraternal affection and
frienduliip Theoplilva and T will ever
hve, I am sure, the same mind and
spirit.”  The lettor in which this pas-
a‘\?f oceurs 18 given entire in Chapter
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Charles Metcalfe also quitted Caleutta. A life of
active excitement was before him. The Grand
Army of General Lake was in the field. The cam-
paign against Holkar bad commenced. Metcalfe
was well versed in Mahratta politics; he was ae.
quainted with the views of the Governor-General;
and he was conversant with the native languages.
Lord Wellesley believed that in the camp of the
Commander-in-Chief the young civilian would render
good service to the State. So he placed him at the
disposal of General Lakeas a political assistant, and

despatched him to join the head-quarters of the
Army,



TIFE IN LAKE'S CAMP.

CHAPTER V.
[1804—1505.]
LIFE IN LAKRE'S CAMP.

The Mahrattn War — Growth of the Mahratta Power— The Peishwalh—
Policy of Scindiah—The Treaty of Basscin—Conduet of Scindiah and the
Rajal of Berar—The Campaigns under Lake and Wellesley—Charles Met-
\calfa joins the Army—The Battle of Deeg—Letters to Sherer and others
—Prospects and Intentions—Adherence to the Political Line.

e would be inconsistent with the character of such
a work as this to enter minutely into the circum-
stances which evolved the great war with the Mah-
rattas, or to detail with much prolixity the opera-
tions of the campaigns in which Lake, and a greater
than Lake, by a series of rapid successes, made the
Ynglish strangers masters of Hindostan. Charles
Metealfe, though at this time a youth of the highest
promise, was connected with these great transactions
only in a subordinate capacity ; and the annals of
the war, therefore, scarcely belong, exeept by right
of that literary tumefaction which is needful, only
when legitimate materials of biography ave scant);,
ty the narrative of his life.

But to render this part of his personal history in-
telligible to the reader who has not explored. the
intricacies of the most confused and bewildering

3L



East, a few salient facts, illustrative of the downfall
of the Mahratta power, may be briefly noted down.

Whilst little by little the English Merchant-com-
pany were studding the coast of the great Indian
Peninsula with fortified factories, and expanding
slowly and reluctantly into a great military power,
a sturdy race of Hindoos, having their home, for
the most part, between the Deccan and the Western
Coast, were acquiring for themselves upon the ruins
of the Mogul Empire the sovereignty of Hindostan.
To the English in India, when Sevajee and his im-
mediate descendants were usurping the thrones of
the old Mahomedan usurpers, the great revolution
which was then in progress was rather a remote
source of political interest than a matter of imme-
diate moment and significance. And so generation
after generation of Mahratta chiefslived, plundered,
and died; and the English in India only took
account of these things so far as they affected the
prosperity of our trade and the security of our fae-
tories. But when we ourselves became conquerors
—when swelling from the seaboard our narrow
strips of territory grew into vast inland possessions,
these despoiling Mahrattas were fast becoming our
neighbours, and the neighbourhood of a great mili-
tary power in a confinnal state of unvest—of hands
of unserupulous marauders, kept together by a com-
munity of rapine, aiming at universal dominion,
Which with them was but another name for universul
anarchy—could not be regarded without foelings of
uneasiness and concern. The new century foand us



LIFE IN LAKE'S CAMP. ZgL
baching the vague limits of the Mahratta teri: '

ties ; and our politicians had begun to anticipate
a coming struggle.

The Mahratta States at this time recognised the
nominal supremacy of the descendants of Sevajee,
who maintained a shadow of royalty at Sattarah, I
Western Tndia. But these Sattarah Rajahs had
long since ceased to be anything more than Peff’ty
princes, without military strength or political 1n-
fluence ; and the historian of the Mahratta war has
little more to do than to acknowledge their exist-
ence, or to record their decay. By one of those
mutations so common in the East, the servant had
become the master, the master the servant. The
hereditary princes had little of the energy and ability
of the great founder of their family, and they were
well content to suffer the government: to be carried
on in their name by the Peishwah, or chief minister,
a funetionary who wielded at once civil and military
power, and who had full scope for the exercise of his
ambition. There is a tendency in such offices, under
such governments, to become hereditary, An here-
ditary ministry of this kind soon becomes an here-
difary despotism. 8o it happened that,in course of
time, the Peishwah became an independent prinee;
holding his Court at Poonah, which grew into the
cﬂ.pitﬂl Of the C'lliﬁf principﬂ.lit)r‘ of t.he gre&t con-
foderacy of Mahratta Btates,

Bat ¢ the whirligig of Time brings in its re-
venges’’ most surely on Oriental soil. The usurper
becomes the victim of usurpation—the puppet-maker
himself a puppet. Nothing is so feeble as legiti-
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macy. Nothing is certain but Revoluf:ion. No
Divinity hedges a King, except the Divinity of
Chance and Change. 80, a8 other Mahratta chiefs,
with all the new encrgies and activities of hardy
and hopeful adventurers, mustering large bodies of
prodatory troops, rejoicing in disorder anfl'in'bent
upon rapine, made for themselves principalities and
created Courts of their own, the power of the
Peishwah rapidly declined. There was virtue, how-
ever, still in the name. It was something to rally
round—something that might give fixity and reality
to the meteor-like, evanescent character of a do-
minion which might, almost without a figure, be

described as the dominion of the saddle.®

* The dominions of the DPeishwah
were the home of a very large pro-
portion of the genuine Muhrattas in
the country—a circumstance which
greatly increased the imporiance of
this principality. *In the torritorios
under the immediate rule of the
Peighwih,” wrote Sir John (then
Major Maleolm), in a very able paper
on Mahratta affairs, writtes in 1803,
% the inhabitants are almost all Mah-
rattas, among whom national priaie,
national feding, or national prejudice
nmy exist; but it is, I believe, o fact,
that in the Conguered Provinces over
which the Rijah of Berar, Holkar,
and Scindiah rule, there are not more
Malirattas in proportion to the original
inhabitants of the soil than there are
FEaropean iuhnbitants in proportion to
the natives of Bengal and Béhar, It
is ovident fow feclings can exist-in
commen with states 80 constituted:
but ae the Mahritta chiefs carried
everywhere with them the snme sys-
temy of plander which distinguished
thelr forefathers, a love of spoil may
perhaps still be recognived as w com-
moy principle of action, and it might
lead them £o have & goveral focling of

Hence

joalousy agaiust any nation whose
policy, by establishing tranguillity,
was caleulated to limit the sphiore of
their depredations, and such a geueral
fecling might give rise Lo &4 momentary
union; hut is it not evident, frone the
discordant materials of which these
states are formed, os well as from the
nature of the only principle which
they havein comimon, that such union
could mever be lasting, and that it
could not even in the short period of
its duration produce any adeguate
effoct?”—In the same paper, Mal-
colm thus deseribes the geographical
Position of the Peishwal’s territorien:
—"Tho hereditary possessions of the
Peishiwah were bounded to the east
by the provinces of the Nizam, to fhe
south by those of the Comipany and
the Rajal of Mysore, and to the west
by the islands of Bembay und Bals
sitte, while his personnl possessionk
in Goozerst actually intermixed "‘fm‘
the provinees which the Company o=
fore }, and bad roointly -
quited in that guarier, aad 9“'%
trics over which the If‘uu’.:\"lh- :
relained somoe s gl

hmd,monl}dlvmdrhyﬂll amie
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“arose a continual effort on the part of the most
stirring and the most powerful of these chiefs—
Scindiah and Holkar—each to obtain an ascendency
at the Court of Poonah, to render the Pcish.wah i
puppet in his hands, and so to concez}trate in his
own person an amount of power sufficient to over-
awe all the other states, and eventually to con-
solidate them into a vast empire; and this acco‘m-
plished, he would soon have endeavored to subgu-
gate all the neighbouring native powers, and with
his locust-like flights of predatory horse, to sweep
the English strangers into the sea.

Nor was this the only circumstance that at the
dawn of the present century caused the British Go-
vernment to watch the progress of events in the
Mahratta country with the liveliest concern. ':[‘he
most powerful of the confederate chiefs at this time
was Dowlut Rao Scindiah. His territories not only
bordered upon those of our allies, the Nizam of the
Decean and the Nabob of Oude, but actually inter-
mixed with those of the Company on our north-
western frontier.®* Within a few miles of the
boundary of our own possessions were Scindiah’s
principal arsenals and magazines. e held PoOsses-

river from the territories of the Com-
proy and theic ally the Vizigr of
Guade.” I e

» i The possossions of Seindiak $n
Gpozerat were intursporded with those
of the Company ond their ally the
Guicowar.  In the IJ&c{razm his pro-
vinevs bordercd on thosoof the Nizan,
and in Hindostan hix most valuable
possesaious were 0ot oniy bounded,
g sotually intermized W .::-.llekag:'f
the Company and the Nabob Vizier,

anid in this guarter (within a fow
niiles of the Compauy's territories)
wera all his arsonuls and magazines
egtablished ; aud the different pro-
vinees in which these wern situated
were pliced under the munngement
of the Y¥rencl or fureign ufficors in
this servics, €6 the paymient of whos
frgops thir revenaes wire allutted.”
[ Maleolw's Observations on Molratta
Affairs, MS. Kecords, |

L
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sion of the chief strongholds on the banks of the
Jumna. His native strength, therefore, was great ;
but it was not this that we most regarded. He had
learnt to understand the value of European disci-
pline. Many of his battalions were organised, in-
structed, and commanded by European adventurers,
French, Dutch, Portuguese, and English. Among
these the French party was dominant. It was the
time when no enterprise appeared too gigantic for
the ambition, and no country too remote for the
intrigues, of the restiess Corsican usurper. The
danger may have been exaggerated; but it was not
wholly a shadowy one. The very hope, indeed, of
French succours, increased the presumption of our
Indian enemies. Tt was not lifeless because it was
a delusion.

When, therefore, it appeared that Scindiah had
acquired for himself a predominant influence at the
Court of Poonah, and that the Peishwah had be-
come a mere pageant in his hands, it is not to he
questioned that this French connexion increased
the importance and significance of his movements.
But internal dissensions were, at this time, rending
the Mahratta States and enfeebling their powers of
action against a common enemy. The ascendency of
Seindiah at the Court of the Peishwah had in
flamed the jealousy of his rival Holkar, a soldier of
fortune, who held possession of a tract of country of
which Indore was the capital, and who had in
herited with his power the hostility of the former
chief. So, towards the close of the year 1802, this
turbulent adventurer marched with a strong force
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of all arms upon Poonah, defeated the troops of
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and took possession of the
city. The Peiskwah himself sought safety in the
Company’s territories. Whatever reluctance he may
have before had to place himself under the protec:
tion of the British Government, entangled as he now
was in a thicket of danger and difficulty, he forced
himself to overcome it. The opportunity was 2
great one, and not to be neglected. A treaty, known
in History as the “Treaty of Bassein,” was pre-
sented to the Peishwah and accepted. The same
policy which had been pursued so successfully to-
wards the Court of Hyderabad, and which esta-
blished our influence in the Deccan, was now to
regulate our proceedings towards Poonah. A sub-
sidiary force was to be planted by us in the domi-
nions of the Peishwah, and to be maintained at his
expense. The alliance was to be one strictly of &
defensive character. Tt was not its intent to enable
the Peishwah to overawe the other Mahratta chiefs,
whose independence was in nowise to be affected by
the treaty, but to protect him against the aggressive
designs of others, and so far to maintain the balance
of power throughout the Mahratta States. On the
last day of the year the Treaty of Bassein was con-
cluded, and in the following spring the Peishwalh,
supported by a foree which had marched upon
. Poonab under the command of Arthur Wellesley,
was re-seated on his throne.
At the approach of Wellesley’s battalions Holkar’s
army had fled, and Poonah was oceupied without a
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struggle. Tt remained now to be seen what effect
the establishment of British influence at the Conpt
of the Peishwah would have upon the policy of the
other Mahratta States. If it had been the desire of
each chief to remain in undisturbed possession of
his own territories, the Treaty of Bassein, which
guaranteed to every one the maintenance of his
existing rights, would not have been distasteful to
any. But that treaty was well calculated to restrain
the heady ambition, and to suppress the predatory
habits, of men who could not appreciate the secure
possession of a settled territory so long as they were
forbidden to encroach upon the dominions of their
neighbours. By fixing subsidiary forces at Hyder-
abad and at Poonah, we kept up a line of military
posts effectually cutting off the whole of Southern
India from the country of the Mahrattas, and de-
fending alike the territories of the Company, the
Peishwah, and the Nizam. DBut to men of such a
stamp as Dowlut Rao Scindiah all this was an of-
fence and an abomination. If we had invited hin
to chastise with us the usurpation of olkar, ayd
had so assisted him to re-establish his ascendewy
over the Peishwah, he might have rcjoiced irour
interference. Butl the course of independent wtion
which had been pursued by the British Government
was fatal to the ambition of the Mahratta chef. So,
when on attempt was made by Colonal Colins to
induce him to give in his adhesion to the Traty of
Bassein, the British Resident was met first with
friendly promises, then with shifts and evasnis,
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whiclk soon fook the more decided shape of open.
opposition.* As the year advanced, it became more
end more obvious that Scindiah was bent upon play-
ing a game perilous either to our existence or to his
own. Nor did he stand alone in his ill-disguised
hostility to the British. Government® and its allies.
The Rajeh of Berar, whose country lay to.the south
of the Nerbudda, and bordered upon our own dis-
tricts both in the Northern Sircars and Orissa, was
openly in league with Scindiah.+ Tn a little while
they formed a junction of their armies, and assumed
a menacing attitude upon the borders of the domi-
nions of the Nizam. The language of Scindiah be-
came bolder and holder. From boldness it grew
into insolence, and at last, when pressed by the
British Government to declare his intentions, he said
that the question of Peace or War was dependent
upon the result of an interview which he was about
to have with the Rajah of Berar,

Lord Wellesley was not moved by that ¢ frenzy for
onquest”” which was afterwards imputed to him.
B was enger to maintain an honorshle peace, and
th. conduct of his representatives was marked by
the wmost moderation and forbearance. But it

* Whet Scindigh thought that o fed with gur empire in Opissa, in
thera wa n progpect of his buing which provinee some of the Rajah's
made a paty 1o the restoration of the  districts absolutely extended to within
Peishwah, ¢ was willing to endorse a fow miles of Caleutta, To tho
the treaty but whea he found that it westward he held the richest part of
woull noassist hing to regain hislust his country, Berar Proper (in parther-
ascendocy at Poonah, he endeavored ship, i 1 may be allowed the ox pres-
to obaruct its operation. A  mion), with gur ally the Nizam, and

1 “I'ip posscssions nflh(» Raujah of  the greater part of his remaining ter-
Bers” says Malcolm, in the mygrs  ritery ‘h-- ered with those of thut
tau docnment quoted above, *in one  prince’’— [ Maleoln's Notes o fxoe
PA% joined with our Northern Sir- ymons Observations ‘on' Mahraiia Ar-
ear, whilst in another they were con- fairs? M, Records,]



RUPTURE WITI SCINDIALL 128 I

y day becoming more and more doubtful
whether an honorable peace could be maintained.
It was plainly the duty of the Governor-General to
be prepared for either issue. There was a man then
upon the spot to whom he believed that he might
safely entrust the power of deciding between the
+wo issues of Peace and War. In Arthur Wellesley
there were not less the germs of the great soldier
and the great statesman because he was the brother
of the Governor-General. In him was now vested
absolute military and political control in that part of
the country where his troops were posted ; he was
empowered to enter into any engagements which
might seem expedient with Scindiah and the Rajal
of Berar, and if they continued obdurate, at onc
to let loose his battalions upon them. 'There
nothing anreasonable in his demands; there
nothing overbearing in his conduct. But th=mn
ratta chiefs, now advancing ridiculous pre

now resorting to paltry evasions, frit.

beyond the limits of honorable endurance. Af
last an act of extraordinary falsehood and duplicity
brought matters to a crisis. Colonel Collins was
instructed to retire from Scindiah’s Court, and
General Wellesley wrote to the Mahratta chief, T
offered you peace on terms of equality, and honor-
able to all parties; you have chosen war, and are
responsible for all consequences.’’

Tt was on the 3rd of August that Collins quitted
Scindial’s Court. On the Sth, Wellesley commenced
active hostilities by summoning the fortress of
Ahmednuggur to surrender. On the 10th, the place
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was carried by assault. Having accomplished this,
R he moyed down to the defence of the Nizam’s do-
f minions, and on the 23rd of September was fought

the great battle of Assye. The issue of the contest
in that part of the country was now no longer doubt-
ful, and Seindiah soon began to recognise the expe-
diency of making terms. But there was more work
yet to be done to bring him in a fit state of humi-
! liation to our feet. General Stevenson, with the
Hyderabad subsidiary force, captured the town of
Boorhampore and reduced the fortress of Asseeghnur.
On. this Scindiah sued in earnest for terms, and an
armistice was agreed upon. But he was negotiating
. tdependently for himself, and Berar had yet to be
bdued. 8o Wellesley moved down on Argaum,
tht another great battle, and achieved another
7on ifs plains; then laid siege to Gawilghur,
of uncommon strength, and captured it after
‘e resistance. The Rajah now followed
... -=his ally, and was eager to nogotiate
with an enemy of whose power he dreaded a final
demonstration against the capital itself,
In the mean while, General Lake, who had suec-

ceeded Sir Alured Clarke ag Commander-in-Chief of

the British forces in India, was operating in that

part of Upper India which is washed by the waters
of the Jumna, and carrying everything before him,
Here was it that SBcindial’s best battalions, undey
the command of his European officers, were planted.
Here was it that he held his principal strongholds
his arsenals and his magazines, Here was' it that
not only the power of the Mahratta, but of the
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<« Trench Party,” was to be broken up by the bril-
liant operations of the ¢ Grand Army,” the rapidity
of whose successes even exceeded that of Wellesley's
brigades. On the 29th of August, Lake attacked
Perron’s camp at Coel, and dispersed the army
assembled there. On the 4th of September he carried
Alighur by assault. A week afterwards he fought
the Dattle of Delhi, entered the imperial cify, and
delivered the unfortunate Mogul from the miserable
captivity into which he had been thrown by the
French chief and his Mahratta master. Next, Agra
fell before us; and on the 1st day of November was

. fought the great battle of Laswarrie, where the
humiliation of the Mahrattas was consummated by
the overthrow of the flower of Scindiah’s army, and
the capture of all their munitions of war. Never
had so many victories been accomplished, or such
great political events brought about, in so small a
circle of time. Within the space of four menths
Lake and Wellesley had broken up the most for-
midable confoderacy that had ever threatened our
power in the Bast. They had extinguished then
and for ever the French Party, and brought Scindiah
and the Rajah of Berar in bitter humiliation to enr
feet.

The treaties, which were then separately concluded
with these two chiefs, were distinguished by a re-
markable amount of moderation on the part of the
victors. Bome tracts of country, for the most part
recently acquired, were yielded to the Company, and
the Mahrattas pledged themselves never again t0
take into their service any French or other subject
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of a Government not in friendly alliance with our
own. Buf they were still to be recognised as in-
dependent princes, and to be left in the enjoyment of
their hereditary possessions. It was stipulated that
each State should appoint a Minister to reside at the
Court of the other; and, by a subsequent treaty of
defensive alliance entered into with Scindiah, it was
arranged that a British subsidiary force should hbe
stationed within, or on the frontier of, his dominions,
to be paid for out of the revenues of tracts of country
which that chief had ceded to the British,*

Thus was a glorious war terminated by an honorable
peace. But the rest which ensued was but of brief
duration. There was another chief still willing to
try the temper of those formidable battalions which,
on the bloody plains of Assye and Laswarrie had
routed the Mahratta horsemen, and captured tlhe
French cannon, and who had fought their way,
through the breaches they had made, into the
strongest fortresses in Central India. Holkar now
appeared on the field. ¢ After the conclusion of the
late glorious war with Scindiah and Boonsla,”” wrote
Charles Metealfe, in an unfinished memorandum,
“by a peace which secured great advantages to the
British interests, and afforded g faiy prospect of future
tranquillity and security, Jeswunt Ruo Holkar began
to operate against us. The power of this chief, who
had taken no active part in the contest against us,
although undoubtedly a principal member of the
hostile confederacy, was increased by the events of

¥ Tt was with referenco to this force, ont, that Metcal

Was ne fe drew up the Ma
i i LI Ay 3 mo-~
11 design of which wae never cartied  vandwn givenin

the preceding cliapter.
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ewar. In ifts commencement Scindiah, in order to
secure his co-operation, ceded to Holkar all the ter-
{ ritories which had been conquered froni him in their
former disputes. Holkar, whilst Scindiah and Boonsla
were carrying on hostilities, took advantage of the
favorable opportunity to take possession of his
ceded countries, and the British Government did not
consider him as an enemy. At the conclusion of
the war, the chiefs and troops who had served the
confederates, having no hopes of pay from either the
Rajah of Berar or Dowlut Rao Scindiah, joined the

- army of Holkar. Jeswunt Rac had nothing to fear
from his former opponent, Scindiah, nor from any
power in India but the British Government, and that
Government did not wish to attack him. Perhaps,
therefore, Holkar was never so powerful as at that
time.* Just at the conclusion of the war, he had
advanced with his cavalry and menaced the terri-
tory of the Rajah of Jyepore, who had previously
entered into a defensive alliance with the British
Government. The Commander-in-Chief was obliged
to keep the field, to watch the movements of Holkar,
and ascertain his intentions. After some vain at-
tempts to negotiate, war hecame inevitable.”’{ The
language of Holkar was insolent and defiant. He
threatened to overrun the country, and to destroy
his enemies by lakhs. So our British chiefs again

# 6 Tt oould not be expected, after sible. Iolkar was despised, and his
the glorious events of the former war, power underrated.”—C. M. :
; that Holkar would singly engage in a + The memorandum from which this
™ contest with the British power. The is taken is unfinished; but I am glad
thing wes considered almost impos- to use Metcalfv’s words when I can.

VOL. L K
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prepared themselves for action, and, without a fear
of the result, launched boldly into a second cam-
paign.

Some partial successes at the outset raised the
hopes and increased the presumption of Jeswunt Rao
Holkar. Nor was this elation confined to himself.
The Mahratta chiefs, who had been so crushed and
mutilated during the last war, now began to think
that there was a prospect of recovering what they had
lost. Their restless ambition would not suffer them
to subside into inaction. History, properly written,
is but a bundle of biographies. It is in the charac.
ters of individual men that we see the sources of
great events which affect the destinies of nations.
That Dowlut Rao, left to his own unaided eouneils,
would have sought to try the issue of another con-
flict with the British Government, or would have
desired to league himself with Holkar, would seem
to be at least uncertain. But he was wrought upon
by one who, after the old fashion of Oriental Courts,
had gained an infamous ascendency over him by ad-
ministering to his pleasures—a man of vile charac-
ter, of degraded personal habits, and of unsérupulons
malignity, who hated the English, and was con-
tinually inciting his master to compass their over-
throw. This man, Sergiy Rao Gautka by name,
had energy and ability sufficient to enable him to
carry out his designs. Obtaining an influence over
Seindiah sufficient to enable him to thwart the more
moderate and judicious counsels of the Maharajalh’s
other advisers, he persnaded him that, by entering
into alliance with the Nizam, the Rajah of Berar,
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and his old enemy Holkar, he could effect the entire
overthrow of the British power in Central India.
In pursuance of this design, agents were employed
at the Courts of Hyderabad and Nagpore, and were
despatched to all the principal chiefs of Malwa, in-
viting them to enter into the great combination
which was to achieve such mighty results.

But in the mean while, cager to repair the dis-
asters which had beset the commencement of the
campaign, Lake had taken the field against Holkar,
and was soon again asserting the supremacy of
British arms. It was on the 3rd of September,
1804, that the head-quarters of the army left Cawn-
pore to unite with other detachments at Agra, which
had been fixed as the place of general rendezvous.
Charles Metealfe, who had left Calcutta on the 23vd
of August, was then on his way to join the camp of
the Commander-in-Chief.

He started in good spirits, and under happy aus-
pices. Such a deputation was as honorable to his
character and his talents as it was indicative of the
discernment of Lord Wellesley, who may have been
mistaken sometimes in his measures, but who seldom
mistook his men. The young writer was to retain
his situation in the Office of the Governor-General.
But it had already lost much of its attractiveness in
his eyes ; for some of the hest and most cherished of
his associates had alveady been selected for detached
employment, and he was beginning to think that
the office was being rendered a little too * open.®

* See letter to My Bherer,  Post, page 153,
K 2



kinses, and Metcalfes; and the very mutations of
which the young writer complained were a necessity -
inherent in the constitution of such a training-school
for public servants. Personally attached as he was
to Charles Metcalfe, Lord Wellegley parted from
him with regret; but the Governor-General rejoiced
to see him fairly launched upon a journey towards
the theatre of those great events which were changing
the destinies of Hindostan, for he knew that the
talents of the young diplomatist would there find
free scope for action, and that the national interests
would profit by their exercise. So Charles Metcalfe
started for the camp of the Commander-in-Chief,
and the strongest possible recommendations pre-
eeded him. How greatly Lord Wellesley appre-
«ciated him, at this time, may be gathered from the
following letter, written by his Military Secretary :

 CAPTAIN ARMSTRONG TO CHARLES METCALFE,
% Barrackpore, August 24th, 1504.

“Dear Meroarre,—Lord Wellesley having heard this
morning of your departure by dawk, directed me to write a
letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Lake, and to send it by express,
lest you should arrive without an introduction.

“ T have great satislaction in informing you that, in follow-
ing his Excellency’s instructions, I never saw so strong and
handsome & letter in my life, both as to your public and private
character, and his Lordship’s personal regards for you. T can
only say, I would not wish & better letter for Arthur Cole,

« T have wrote to Colonel Lake from myself, requesting his
attention to you as my particular friend; and I have no doubt
you will find every attention and kindness,

T intended to have sent you my leiter to deliver, bug



Lake direct.
« ] wish you a pleasant campaign, and every success you
can wish for.
¢ Believe me,
“ Yours very sincerely,
¢J. ARMSTRONG.”

Resorting to the most expeditious mode of travel-
ling which the country afforded, Charles Metcalfe
left Calcutta, jowrneying in a palanquin, and pro-
ceeded for some distance without any interruption.
But before he reached Cawnpore, at some point of
the road which T ecannot precisely indicate, he was
set upon by robbers. He was asleep in his palan-
quin when he fell among these thieves, and, accord-
ing to custom, was abandoned by his bearers. One of
his assailants had a club in his hand, which young
Metcalfe seized ; another then struck at him with a
tulwar, or sword, eut off the ends of two of his
fingers, and wounded him on the head and on the
breast. Single-handed, it was impossible to save
his property, but his life he might save; so, finding
resistance useless, he staggered away from his as-
sailants, and following a path through the jungle,
he soon found himself on the bank of a broad river,
or stream. There, faint from loss of blood, he sank
down; and, as he lay on the ground, thoughts of
home came thick upon him. It flashed upon his
mind that his parents were not improbably at that
very time at Abingdon Races, talking with some
friends about their absent son, and little thinking of
the danger and the suffering to which he was at that
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moment exposed. These thoughts made a deep im-
pression on his mind; but he presently roused him-
self to action, and tottered back as best he could to
the spot where his palanquin was lying; but found
that the robbers had not yet made off with their
spoil. After a little while, however, they went,
having despoiled the traveller of all the baggage
which he carried with him*—never any great amount
on a dawk-journey—and effected their escape. Met-
calfe was then carried on to Cawnpore, where, under
the care of his aunt, Mrs. Richardson, he soon re-
covered from his wounds, and proceeded onwards to
the camp of the Commander-in-Chief.+

Lake was then on the banks of the Jumna.
Holkar was hanging on his rear; and, in the full
indulgence of the predatory habits of his tribe, was

* There were two emall articles of
inestimable value to him—one, a seal
griven to him by hisfather; and another,
4 toothpick case, containing locks of
all his family’s hair, It is said that
N was wounded battling for these
treasures.

§ This cvent occnrred abont the
first week of September. I have been
able to discover no account of it from
the pen of Metealfe himself, The de-
tails which 1 have given are derived
principslly from family tradition. His
godfather, Jacob Rider—ever affie-
tionate and generous—wrotle to him
on the 18th fronmi Nerozapore: “ Badly
as you are wounded, yet after the firgt
report we had of you, I congratulate

ou an the narrow and great escape
you hiave had, and that you have for-
tunately fallen so early after the dis-
aster into the friendly care of your
good aunt. As you will have every.
thing to furnish yourself with before

ou can proceed on your mission,
aw upon me ab sight for four or five

thousand rupees, if it will be any
immediate accommodation to yow.”
Vague reports of this disaster reached
England, and greatly disquicted
Charles Metealfe’s parents. The intel-
ligence fivst reached Mrs, Meteslfe, in
the middle of the following March, at
a ball; nnd was repeated to her next
day at the Royal Institntion, After-
wards Mrs. Plowden, her first in-
formant, gent her an extract from a
lettor from Mrs. Dashwood, saying:
I was sorry to hear Mr. C, Metealic
was attacked by robbers travelling up
the country, and had lost a joint of
one of his fingers, and received a cut
on the head; but is now (Sept. 21)
%'mte well, and going on his journey.

e was obliged to spend some days
with his amnt Richardson, He is a
very fine, sensible young mnan," This
was all the information that the family
received for some weeks —Charles

Metcalfe's own lebters not havin
arrived, J

L
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carrying off our baggage, cutting off stragglers, and
always avoiding a general action, inflicting upon our
troops that desultory anmoyance, in their capacity
for which they were almost without @ rival. In the
course of October, Charles Metcalfe arrived at head-
quarters, and was met with all outward marks of
courtesy and kindness. But the welcome which he
received was mete cold formality. The truth is,
that he was not wanted. In spite of the excellent
credentials which he carried—credentials which bore
witness no less to his personal than to his official
qualities—he was regarded with some mistrust.
His position, indeed, was not a promising one. He
was a civilian in the midst of a community of
soldiers. Ile came fresh from the office of the Go-
vernor-General, and it is not improbable that men
who knew little of the real character either of the
one ov of the other, were inclined to look upon him
asa spy. There always has been a certain jealousy of
political officers in a military camp, even when those
< politiceds ” have been soldiers. Their presence is
regarded as a tacit reflection on the short-comings of
the general and his staff. But, superadded to these
impediments to the entente cordiale, there were in
the present instance to be contended with those
clasy prejudices which, more or less, exist at all
times between the civil and the military professions.
It was young Metealfe’s business to assist the Com-
mander-in-Chief in his negotiations with the native
chiefs, to carry on the mnecessary correspondence
with the eivil officers in our own mewly-acquired
districts, to collect information relative to the move-
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ments of the enemy, and to conduct other miscel-
laneous business comprised under the general head
of “political affairs.” Such afunctionary at the head-
gquarters of Lake’s army was not unlikely to be called
a clerk, and sneered at as a non-combatant. But
Charles Metcalfe, though he wore neither the King’s
nor the Company’s uniform, had as much of the true
spirit of the soldier in him as any officer in camp.
And this he waited only for an opportunity fo
prove. I believe it had reached his ears that some-
thing had been said about civilians participating in
the pleasant excitement of the march and the so-
cialifies of head-quarters, but not sharing the active
dangers of the campaign. Whether this was said
or not, he was determined to show that, civilian as
he was, he shrunk from none of those perile to
which his military comrades were exposed. And an
opportunity was not long wanting to him. The
fortress of Deeg, distant some forty-five miles from
Agra, was garrisoned by the allied troops of our
enemies, Holkar and the Rajah of Bhurtpore. In
the month of December, General Lake, who had
determined upon the reduction of the plage, en-
camped within sight of it, and awaited the arrival
of his battering-train from Agra. On the 13th,
having been joined by his guns, he took up his posi-
tion before the fortress, and commenced an attack
upon the outworks.  On the 17th the breaching
battery was ready for action, but such was the
strength of the walls, that it was not until the 23zd
that tho breach was reported practicable, and dis-
positions made for the assault on the following day.
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The storming party was told off, and Metcalfe
volunteered to accompany it. He was one of the
first who entered the breach. There are soldiers
now living who remember that memorable Christ-
mas-eve, and delight to speak of the gallantry of
the young civilian. The ¢ clerk” fairly, won his
spurs, and shared with the most distinguished of
his comrades the honors no less than the dangers
of one of the most brilliant achievements of the
war. In the Commander-in-Chief’s despatch, the
name of Metcalfe was honorably mentioned. ¢ Be-
fore T conclude this despatch,” wrote Lord Lake,
“1 cannot help mentioning the spirited conduet of
My, Metealfe, a civil servant, who volunteered his
services with the storming party, and, as I am in-
formed, was one of the first in the breach.””* After-
wards, the fine old soldier called him his * little
stormer.”

The chivalrous impulses of a youth of nineteen
are not to be inquired into with too much nicety, or
reasoned about with too much wisdom. Doubtless,
it may be said that Charles Metcalfe was not des-
patched to Lord Lake's camp to help the Com-
mander-in-Chief to carry fortified towns by assault.

* It is worthy of ramark, however, andin England. Very different opi~

that the historian of the Mahratia
war, Captain Thorn, is significantly
silent regurding both ghe fact of Met-
calfe’s presence with the storming
party, and the Commander-in-Chief’s
mention of it in his despatelh; although
throughout the entire narrative he
has scrupulously recorded the names
of all the military officers who were
officinlly noticed by their chief,

1 And this was said both in India

nions wure expressed on the suljeet.
Writing to her son, in a letter ex-
pressive of mingled pride and anxiety,
now commending his gallantry, now
reproaching him for his temerity, Mre.
Motealie said: “Every one views it
in a difforent light. Some give you A
great deal of credit. Others thiok
that you were wrong, not being of the
profession; and one military man,
particular, met me the other day, and

15
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This is'an objection one scarcely need care to answer.
And yet it may be answered with all gravity, acfxd
A with due regard for the strictest rules of official
propriety. It was of no small moment that the
young civilian, representing as be did the Governor-
General in the camp of the Commander-in-Chief,
should be held in high estimation by the men with
whom he was thus officially associated. It became
him, by all honorable means, to increase his in-
fluence ot head-quarters. And there were no surer
means of doing this, than by showing his comrades
that he was willing to share their dangers—even
the dangers of the forlorn hope—and to emulate
their worth on their own field of professional enter-
prise. Nothing is so intelligible—nothing is so
generally appreciated—as personal gallantry. There
is mo position in life in which a man does not in-
crease the prestige of his authority by demonstra-
ting his possession of such a quality. There could
be no more sneers at the clerk and the non-com-
batant after young Metealfe’s appearance in his
shooting-jacket on the crest of the breach at Deeg.
Whatever may have been thought of this exploit
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said: “I hope you will scold your boy
~gcold him from me. Tt was & man
who has been at the head of the arm
in Indin?”

way of danger. One would think you
imagined that your prospect in life
¥ was desperate, instead of its being one
Olark, who had met Cliarles

(Probubly Sir Alured of the finest. Your outset haa boen
Metcalfe  beyond the most ardent expectations.

Your abilities, heing of a very un-

common kind, and your conduet re-
gulated by o fine Jnigmmt {except in
the storming lbusiness—{orgive me.
but & mother can never reconcile that
to herself ), mmust ensurevon, if please
God you live, further suceoss,  and
%“ol the most distingnished na-

in Caleutta.) “There is ene thing
sirikes me,” adds Mrs. Metealfs, with
her wonted penetration—* you must
have bad some good and stroug rea-
sons to have gone oot of your line,
1 hope it will not happen again; and
that, should you have the mili

ardor upon you, Lord Lake will not
permit yon to throw yourself in the
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&?ih&rfi){hms, by Charles Metcalfe's young friends and
associates in the Governor-General’s office it was
contemplated with enthusiasm and delight. There
was a little group of young civilians at the Presi-
dency, including some of the most promising mem-
bers of the service, who a short time before Met-
calfe’s departure had erected themselves into a sort
of Club or Association, which, in honor of Admiral
Lord Howe, was called a society of ¢ Howe
Boys.™ These Howe Boys were in the right frame
to appreciate gallantry of any kind, and most of all
in one of their own associates. So, when the news
of Metcalfe's conduct at Deeg, followed speedily by
Lord Lake's despatch, reached Caloutta, the Howe
Boys held a meeting, the result of which is set
forth in the following amusing letter :

70 CHARLES THEOPHILUS METCALFE, FSQ., HOWE BOY.
“ Howe Boys Office, January 18, 1805,
[Official—Ne. 1.] '

% S1r,—By the despatches of his Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief we have been made acquainted with the glorious suc-
cess of the British arms in the assault of the ontworks of Deeg,
and in the subsequent capture of that important fortress.

%2, His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief having been
pleased to testify his high approbation of your conduct on this
occasion, we consider it to be an act of indispensable justice to
record our decided and deliberate judgment that the ardent
spirit of zeal, emergy, valor, and resolution manifested by you
in the unsolicited offer of your personal services, and in the
actual assault of the outworks of the fortress of Deeg, have
been seldom equalled, and never excelled, by any of the youths
in Lord Howe's Katablishment,

“3. Your furtitude in refusing to submit to the imperious

* Bee, for some further notice of the ITowe Boys, note in the Appendix.
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dietates of a haughty ambassador,* your invincible resoluiion
and consummate ability in opposing the establishment of a
vicious and immoral institution,} and your ardent patriotism
and honorable ambition in voluntarily exposing yourself to
the dangers, hardships, and privations of an active campaign,
had commanded our approbation, and had enabled us to anti-
cipate with a considerable degree of confidence the continued
advancement of your character and the unrestrained augmen-
tation of your renown.

“4. We have no hesitation in declaring that your conduct
has fully answered the high expectations which we had formed
of it, that you have acted in strict conformity to those senti-
ments and principles of public virtue which ought to regulate
the conduct of all the individuals in our societ ¥, and that you
have deserved well of your country and of the members of
Lord Howe's Establishment.

“5. Under these circumstances, we have unanimously de-
termined to testify our sense of your conduct by presenting
you with a silver pen as a mark of our applause, esteem, and
approbation.

‘ We are your affectionate friends,
(Signed) “J. Ana.
“A. H. CoLE.
“C. D'OxLY.
“ CHARLES PATTENSON.
“C. LusHINGTON.
““ Jony W AUCHOPE.
“ Wn. Henry TrANT,
“Jonn Fornrs,
“ W. Burrerworts BavLey.'}

* o King Collins.” Alluding o

Metealfe's breach with Colonel Col-
ling, narrated in the previous chapter,
1 The referonce here is to acon-
troversy which a little time before had
agitated the Civil Service, ralative to
the basis upon which the pro
Pension Fund for the relief of the

widows and orphans of its membera
wWis to be eumﬁishw. OFf oue section
of the service Solin Adam and Charles
Metealfe wero the leaders, and cons
jointly the mouthpiece ; the prin-
cipal mauifestoes were issued in their
name.

§ With the exception of Mr. Adam,

T A B i
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~~ Trom Deeg the Grand Army marched upon Bhurt-
pore—the most formidable stronghold of Centra-ll
India. Tt was a maiden fortress, and had always
been deemed impregnable. The Bhurtpore Rajah
was a Jaut chief, who had at one time professed
friendship for the English, but whom the first suc-
cesses of Holkar had induced to throw off the mask
.‘ and to unite himself with the Mahratta chieftain.
Deeg was one of his strongholds. The decided part
which he had taken had compelled Lake to reduce
that fortress, the garrison of which was partly com-
posed of Bhurtpore troops and' partly of Holkar’s
fugitives; and now the British Commander deter-
mined to attack the Rajah in his capital. Indeed,
since the battles which had been fought at Deeg*
and Furruckabad, and in which both the infantry
and cavalry of Holkar had been signally defeated,
the Bhurtpore Rajah had become our most formi-
dable antagonist. On the first day of the new year

who had by this time become Deputy officer; and for some time Governor-

tary in the Political department,

the gentlemen signing this lotter were
all Assistants in the Governor-Ge-
neral’s office.  Mr. Adam rose to the
highest offices of tho State. Aftera
long and distinguished carecr in the
SBecretarint he became 2 member of the
Supreme Conneil, and was Governor-
General during the interregnum be-
tween the Ifastings and Ambherst
Govermmnents, and died on his way
home. Mr. (the Honorable A. IL)
Cole was a Madras ciyilian, and for
many years Resident at Mysore. Mr.
(afterwards Sir Charles) D'Oyly and
Mr. Pattenson served chiefly in the
Revenue and Commercial linea, Mr.
ushington was for twenty years in
the Secretariat, and was Chisf Secre-
tary in 1825, Mr, Waunchope was a
distinguished Magisterial and Judicial

General’s agent in Bundlekund.  Mr.
Trant served chiefly in the Finaneial
department. On his return to Eng-
land he was sent to Parliament by the
electors of Dover. Mr, Forbes quitted
the Civil Service very early, and went
home in the same vessel with Lord
Wellesley. ‘And Mr. Bayley, after
holding the highest offices nnder Go-
vernment, and sitting as Governor-
General of India on the departure of
Lord Amherst, roturned to England
to enter the Court of Directors, was
twice elected Chairman of that body,
and i3 still one of its niost distin-
guished members,

* On the 13th of November. This
battle was fought before Decg by
General Fraser and Colonel Monson.
The siege did not take place till somo
weeks afterwards.
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the army moved from Deeg, and on the following
took up their position before the walls of the for-
midable Jaut fortress. Lake, who had under-esti-
mated its strength, flung himself upon it with a
precipitancy that could only result in failure. Four
times the British troops were led to the attack, and
four times they were repulsed. The enemy defended
their works with remarkable vigor, and neglected
no possible means of harassing their assailants and
imereasing the difficulties of the siege.

Nor were the enemies within the walls the only
ones with whom we had then to contend. Holkar
was reassembling the scattered remmnants of his
broken force, and Ameer Khan, a soldier of fortune,
originally attached to the service of that chief, was
at the head of a large body of marauding troops.
This man, a Rohilla by birth, of a bold and enter-
prising character, and of abilities beyond the level of
his countrymen, finding that little was to be gained
by the alliance with Holkar and the Rajah of Bhurt-
pore, and having little sympathy with men of an
opposite oreed, determined to operate on his own
account, and to invite the followers of the Prophet
to flock fo his standard in the Doab and Rohilkund.
He had been in the near neighbourhood of Bhurt-
pore looking after our conyoys, intent upon plunder;
but now that he had formed more ambitious designs,
he determined at once to cross the Fumma, to attack
the Company’s newly-acquired territories, and to ex-
cite the people to aid in our expulsion. Occupied
as was Lake’s army with the exhausting siege of
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Bhurtpore, and unable to detach any large bodies of
troops for service on the other side of the river, the
danger of this threatened incursion was not to be
lightly regarded. But what the British commander
- could do, he did—and he did it promptly. He
despatched a brigade, consisting principally of light
dragoons, under General Smith, in pursuit of Ameer
Khan; and out rode the British horsemen, on a
February morning, from Lake's camp, determined,
in camp-language, to ““ give a good account” of the
Rohilla.

With this force rode Charles Metcalfe, as Smith's
political aide. It was his duty to conduct all the
diplomatic business of the campaign. Of this the
collection and the diffusion of accurate information
relative to the movements of the enemy and of our
detachments in different parts of the country was
no insignificant part. He was at once the Secretary
and Persian translator of General Smith, and the
representative of the Governor-General in the dis-
tricts which Smith’s force was sent to defend. He
said afterwards, that his position at this time was a
pleasant one. It was a pleasant, because it was a
responsible one. 1In his own department, at least,
he was supreme; and his young ambition delighted
in the thought of being thrown upon his own re-
SOUrees.

All the correspondence of the expedition not
strictly relating to matters of military detail passed
through his hands, Veteran officers, who had seen
good service in the field before the young civilian
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as born, addressed him respectfully, and sent him.
reports of their movements. Members of his own
profession who had served under Cornwallis, recog-
nised the importance of his position, and clearly
discerning the merits of the man, were eager to
maintain a frequent correspondence with him. Nor
were the communications of which he was the organ
confined to his own people, or to his own language.
e wrote Persian letters to the chiefs, and jssued
proclamations to the inhabitants of the country
through which he passed—not in his own name, but
what was of more importance—in his own ideas and
his own words. There was much in all this to satisfy
the ambition—or, as he in his self-searching candor
would have said—to gratify the vanity of the young
diplomatist. He was fast becoming a personage of
some political importance—taking, indeed, a place
in history—and that, too, before he was of age.
India, he began to think, was, after all, the place for
eager aspirants of his talents and his temper. There
was nothing like this in Lord Grenville’s office.
Among his correspondents at this time was Mr.
Archibald Seton, with whom he mlhsvrlu.t:l't!l_}f came
to be more intimately associated. Mr. Seton was
then our chief civil officer in Rohilkund—a man of
unbounded zeal and indefatigable industry; and he
at once put himself in communication with Metcalfs
as the mouthpiece of Smith’s foree. The following
letter, written from Bareilly, is of importance, as il-
lustrating the political condition of Rohilkund and
the views of Ameer Khan, thus Tnzt-king clear the
purposes of the expedition, and the nature of the
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service ot Which Metcalfe was now employed, and
T 4 scription of business which he was called upon
to transact :

MR. ARCE.BALD SETON TO CHARLES METCALFE.
“ Bareilly, February 22nd, 1803.

“ My pBAR S1r,—I am this instant honored with ydur favor
of yesterday, communicating the very interesting outline of the
plan which General Smith means, until reinforced by infantry,
to adopt for the protection of Moradabad, Bareilly, and Peele-
beit, from the attempts of the enemy. Accept, my dear s,
my best thanks for this communication, and for the very oblig-
ing manner in which it is made. . . . .

“ Although I know not that my official reply to your public
despatch contained any information t}at could be found useful,
I regret its not having reached camp, as it would at loast have
exhibited & proof how much I feel it my duty to exert mysell
to the utmost in endeavoring to meet the wishes of General
Smith. Tt chiefly related to what I had learned respecting
the views and objects of Ameer Khan in making this irraption,
and to the encouragement and assistance which he twas likely
to receive. T shall briefly recapitulate its contents from me-
mory. T did not give myself time to keep a copy.

I observed, that I was in the possession of documents under
the woal of Amoeer Khan, which proved hoyond a doubt that
hig views upon the present cecasion ave by no means limited to
& desive of enriching himself by plunder, ot causing us a lem-
porary distress.  1le aims at the subversion of our dominion in
Rohilkund, and the establishment in its room of that of the
Rohillag, or Afghans. He has addressed letters to all the pre-
sent Sirdars of that tribe, and to the representatives of such as
are dead, calling upon them, ss Rohillas and Mahomedans, to
assist him in expelling the English and restoring the power of
their own tribe. ¢The Afghans,' he observes, in one of his
lotters, ¢are dispersed, it is true~—but they ave all of one miad.
In a word, the present invasion has for its objuct the exterming-

YoI. I, L
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on of the English; and this object Ameer Khan ypeots ¢~
effect by exciting them to a general rise.

“ As yet, I have reason to believe his endeavors to induce
men of family, character, or property to join his standard have
been unsuccessful. . I fear, however, he will find many adherents
among the needy, idle soldiers of fortune, with whom this pro-
vinee abounds.

¢ Al the Rohillas of family with whom I have conversed on
the subject, speak with the utmost contempt of Ameer Khan,
and declare that they would rather die than give him the
gmallest encouragement. This sensation I have endeavored to
feed and sharpen. I have tried to work upon their Pride, by
reminding them that his father and grandfather were the
servants of theirs; upon their Fears, by representing to them

the oppressions they were likely to suffer from a ferocious up=

start if he succeeded, and the utter ruin which must overwhelm
his adherents if he failed; and upon their Hopes, by placing
befors their eyes the advantages which they would derive from
a steady attachment to the British Government. . . . -

«From what I have observed above of the views of Ameer
Khan, it is evident that in a political point of view his inour-
gion is of a much more serious and important nature than that
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, whose religious persuasion and want
of Tocal influence prevented him from being permanently dan-
gerous.

% To check, thersfore, the attempts of the present invadets
before he establishes himself and unhinges the minds of the
people, appears to me to be a most. desirable object. But this
cannot now be done without a large military force. T rejoice
therefore, that General Smith has taken moasures for obtaining
a reinforcement.  Itis, as you observe, impossible for cavalry to
act in the part of the country where you now are, in consequence
of the numerous water-courses; or, as they ars there termed,
gools. This circumstance renders infantry indispensable. The
moment Bhurtpore falls, the Commander-in-Chief will probably
be able to detach a force sufficient to effect the very interesting

L.
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ject of expelling Ameer Khan. Should the latter he suffored
to continue long in the country at this very eritical season,
when the promising crops which are to feed our treasury ave
beginning to ripen, the issue must be no less fatal to onr
finances than injurious to our political interests. I can hardly
conceive an object more interesting in either point of view, than
the effecting the expulsion of this truly dangerous invader.
Were it a Mahratta invasion, this language would be too strong
for the occasion. . . .

“ And now, my dear sir, allow me to repeat my grateful
sense of those very obliging parts of your letter which relate
Personally to myself, and to add a request that you will upon
all occasions have the goodness to let me know, without reserve,
n what T can have the happiness to contribute to your comfort
Or convenience.

% Believe me ever,
“Yours very faithfuily,
“ ARCHIBALD SETON.”

When Mr. Seton said, in this letter, that the
chief people of Rohilkund would not flock round
the standard of Ameer Khan, he said what the
event justified. But perhaps he somewhat over-
rated the military power of that chieftain when he
Wrote that General Smith’s cavalry would not he
able to dislodge him without strong reinforcements
of infantry from Lord Lake’s camp. Smith crossed
the Jumna, pushed across the Doab with uncommon
tapidity, and soon appeared in Rohilkund. It was
3 harassing but an exciting service. Men took
little account of distance or fatigue, and their
horses seemed to he sustained by the spirit and
impelled by the enthusiasm of their riders, The
fing bracing climate of Upper India, and the noble

L2
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scenery which opened out before them as they
neared the great mountain-range of the Himalayal,
invigorated and refreshed our English officers, as
they pursued the Rohilla freebooter across his own
fair province, and tried to tempt him to a general
action. Many long night marches across difficult
traets of country deprived the trooper of his accus-
tomed rvest; but he went on without a murmur.
He was on the track of the enemy, who were plun-
dering and devastating along their whole line of
march; and as he passed the smoking remains of
villages, and crossed the fields laid waste by Ameer
Khan’s reckless Pindarrees, he pricked on with re-
newed impulses of zeal, eager to stop their desolat-
ing career. At last the long-wished-for opportunity
arrived. Smith found himself near Afzulghur, face
to face with Ameer Khan's army. There was &
short but sturdy conflict, with the anticipated re-
sult. The British cavalry did terrible execution
among the Patan levies of the Rohilla chief, whilst
our galloper guns played with terrible. effect upon
his forse. Beaten at all points, there was nothing
left for him but a precipitate flight. Making a
forced march, he re-crossed the Ganges, and as he
went, the wreck of his army melted away. He had
nothing to look upon, as the result of his temerity.
buf a disastrous and ignominious failure.

Having effected the expulsion of Ameer Khan
from Rohilkund and the Doab, General Smith re-
turned with his detachment to head-quarters, and
joined Lord Lake's army before Bhurtpore on the
93pd of March. Two days before this, the Rohilla




body of predatory horsemen, had re-crossed the
Jumna, and arrived at Futtehpore Sikree. His
power of independent action was entirely gone, and
he was willing to take service under some more for-
tunate and influential leader.

In the mean while, Holkar, with the characteristic
elasticity of his tribe, had sufficiently recovered from
his late reverses to muster a strong body of horse,
and to threaten Lake’s camp at Bhurtpore. TUpon
this the English general, placing himself at the
Bead of his cavalry, and taking with him a detach-
ment of infantry, moved from his position to beat
up the Mahratta quarters. But Holkar, prepared
for flight, evaded the meditated attack, and retived
to some distance from Bhurtpore, where ILike,
thinking that the enemy would be less on the alert
the further he was removed from our camp, again
endeavored to surprise him. The attempt was not
wholly unsuccessful. Holkar, having gained infor-
Mation of our approach, had sent off his baggage,
and was prepared to march on the following morn-
ing ; when Lake, on the night of the 2nd of April,
determined not to wait for the dawn, but guided
by the enemy’s wateh-fires, moved at once on the
Malratta camp.

Avare of the advance of the British troops, and
littlo desiring to meet them in fair fight, Holkar
again attemipted to escape; but our cavalry were
¢lose wyon him, and the pursuit was a most effective
one. rome brilliant charges made by the pursuers
told wih terrible effect on the flying Mahvattas,
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ho, utterly broken, and unable to rally, dispersed
themselves in disordered masses about the country.
After a rapid march of some fifty miles, Lake re-
appeared on his old ground, and prepared to com-
mence anew operations against Bhurtpore, if the
enemy were not inclined to make overtures of peace.
On these occasions Charles Metcalfe accompanied
the Commander-in-Chief, and it was of them that
he wrote in the following letter to his friend Sherer.
The stirring life in camp, and the active business of
the public service, had left him little time for private
correspondence ; and when at last he took up his pen
to address some of his old associates at the Presi-
dency, he could only write by snatches in the midst
of the incessant interruption of the camp:

CHARLES METCALFE TO J. W. SHERER.

¢ Camp near Bhuripore, April 6, 1804,
“My peArR SHERER,—Welcome back to Bengal; and
accept the congratulations of your old friend Metcalfe upon
your gafe retumm, . . . You will not, T think, have been sut-
prised to find me absent from Calcutta. You know me to pos-
sees & love of change, and a silly desire to deviste from the
besten track. T am much pleased with the determination
which sent me again abroad, and have derived much satisfio-
tion from the new scenes which have opencd upon me. . -« :
% Within the last few days we have twice surprised ILikar's
camp. Yesterday was the Jast time. [Wristen on the 3vd]
They thought themselves perhaps sceure, as they were twelve
or fourteen miles distant. We got upon them st dayliht, and
gave a cloze and galloping chase for many miles. We were
mounted twelve hours, and went above forty mile. Thess
dours must have a fine cffect, and will sicken cur enemy
very much. I go oun all these expeditions. Withoit their
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%, pechsional occurrence, Camp would be dull. T do not know
how sgoon I may return to Caleutta. I am anxious to see you
again, and talk over our respective adventures.

“The amival of your letter within the last few minutes
gives me great joy [April 6¢h], but with that joy a great deal
of shame and contrition is mixed. You expected—and you
had & right to expeet, and I should bave been hurt 1f you had
not expected—that I should have heen one of the first to con-
gratulate you on your return, and that ¢ long ere I read yours
you would receive « letter from me, greeting you on the ocea-
sion.! The guilty wretch trembles before your judgment-seat;
but I cannot suffer you to condemn me without an explanation.
The fact then really is, that office work has left no leisure to
write. When I say no leisure to write, I mean to write fo you
as I would wish to write, with my mind abstracted from all
other things, and occupied solely with friendship. A hasty
note I might have snatched a moment to pen; but I wished to
converse with you at length. This letter was commenced on
the 26th of last month, and hss, as you will perceive, been
several times interrupted. Hven this page was com menced
four hours back; and although I had determined to-day to set
business at defiance, I could not prevent the invasion of visitors.
When 1 consider the lon g period which must pass before this *
reaches you, I dread that I may suifer in your opinion in that
time, aud regret that I did not send all documents to the devil,
and finish my leiter to you before.

I expect much from you when we mcet; when that may
be T gm not sufliciently long-sighted to decide. If you recal-
lect any particulars of my brother’s house, situation, habits, &o.,
you will give great pleasure in communicating them to one to
whom the most trivial anecdotes will be interesting: T am e
joiced to find that Theophilus still continues to be satisfied with
his situntion; but rather surprised that his ambition is satisfied
within the limits of the Factory of Canton.

¢ My situation with General Smith was & very pleasant 0nes
hiere I am more subordinate. I confess to you that I ghould
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be sorry (many of my objects being fulfilled) to return to
Calcutta; and your arrival has added another induccmen?.
From a former part of this letter you will perceive that I anti-
cipated some remarks from you upon the new Cabinet. Those
which you have made are such as I expected, and I perceive
that the same ideas have passed through your mind which have
been in mine upon that subject. You will readily imagine
that the association of the new party did not diminish the
weight of the motives which induced me to quit the Cabinet
for the Field, The situation was deprived of its credit when it
became so0 open. . . . . My only views are, to return to office
when I am satisfied that it will be right in me to quit the Army,
I am not at all tired of it, but I think that I may be losing
some advantages attending upon the Governor-General’s oflice,
which at a future period I may not regain. I should grieve if
anything occurred which should fix me in this part of the
world ; T see no prospect of such an event, but should lament
it exceedingly. A short time ought to decide what will be
done with us. I do not admire a doubtful state of things. It
is my intention, I hope that I may fulfil it, that you should
frequently hear from

“ Your sincere and affectionate friend,

¢ C, T. METCALFE,"

A few days after this letter was written, a Treaty
of Peace was concluded with the Rajah of Bhurt-
pore, and on the 21st of April Lord Lake broke up
his ecamp, and marched down to the Chumbul,
where, having crossed the river, he formed a junec-
tion with the Bundlekund force under Colonel Maz-
tindale, and, with the object mainly of holding
Scindiah in check, halted there during the greater
part of the month of May. A subsidiarvy treaty
having been concluded with the Rana of Gohud,
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ord Lake, warned by the painful obtrusiveness of
the hot winds, made preparations for the march of
his army to cantonments at Agra, Fuattehpore, and
Muttra; and re-crossed the Chumbul &t the end of
the month. On the 30th they were at Dholpore, and
from this place Metealfe wrote again to his friend
Sherer :

CHARLES METCALFE TO J. W. SHERER.
¢ Camp, Dholpore, May 30, 1805.

“ My DEAR SHERER,— . . . I have lately had some most
delightful letters from my father, which will, I am sure, heighten
your opinion of him when I have an opportunity of showing
them to youn. I shall not fail to storm your guarters, and
make a lodgment within your walls, or, to speak in a more
civil way, I shall avail myself of your kind invitation, and pay
my respects in Post-Officestrect immediately on my sirival in
Caleutta. In short, my friend, I heartily thank you, and hope
gpeedily to be with you. Your advice, which will always be
most acceptable, agrees, I zejoice to find, with my own resolves.
You will have seen from my letter to Bayley, that on other
grounds than those mentioned by you I had determined to go
to Culeutta. I am still ignorant when I shall quit the army;
I hope soon. I had intended to have loitered on the road,
and, as I have alwaya hitherto travelled up and down in haste,
10 have taken a leisurely view of all the stations on the river.
What you say will hasten my voyage, for I would wish to see
Lord Wellesley as much as I can before he goces.

¢ As far as my present thoughts go, I can sinecrely tell your
that T have not the wish to obtain any situation; f{or, to tell
you the truth, India does not contain a situation, which would
come within the bounds of ‘iny just claims, that would give me
any pleasure. I understand the Presidency Secretaryships are
reduced to a despicable degree by our very noble and approved
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good masters. I will postpone a dish of politics until we meet.
I shrink from them as from a serpent, for I have seen things in
them which sicken me. I am amazed at the state of your
fmances, which are almost as bad as mine. Cole is not yet
with us. The expectation of his arrival has been the only
cause which has prevented an endeavor to get away from the
army before this. This is short, but shall be followed soon.
“ Your very sincere friend,
“C, T. METCALFE.”

It will be gathered from this letter that Charles
Metcalfe bad determined at this time to leave the
army, and to return to Caleutta. It had been made
known to him, by his correspondents at the Presi-
dency, that Lord Wellesley was abhout to retwrn to
Bngland, and he was eager, on many accounts, to
see the statesman, to whom he owed so much, before
his final departure. But soon after the despatch of
this letter an incident occurred, which caused him,
after much consideration, to forego the intention he
had formed. He had gone on to Muttra, with one
division of the army, for the purpose of spending a
few days with his friend Arthur Cole; and there he
met Colonel John Malcolm. What the result of the
meeting was may best be told in Metcalfe’s own
words, as contained in the following most interest-
ing letters :

CHARLES METCUALFE TO J. W. SHERER
 Camp, Matkra, June 10, 1805,

# My DEAR SHERER,—A thousand thanks for yours of the
24¢h. I shall, in the first instance, waive any discussion of the
important contents of that letter, and shall make you acquainted
with the inconsistency of my own conduet.  You have, dovbt-



\J

v Elé\s,/expected that my departure from the army has taken plﬁce
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: ] METCALFE AND MALCOLM.

hefore this time, and you will be surprised to learn that it is
now most probable that I shall make another campaign, if a
campaign is necessary, or assist in any political arrangements
which may happen in this part of India. T shall proceed
regularly to state the causes which have produced this change
in my intentions.

% From my last letter you will have believed me to be de-
cided in my plan of returning to Calcutta, and T never was
more decided in my life. Colonel Malcolm end Cole joined us
on the day when the army separated for their different destina-
tions—to Agra, Futtehpore, and Muttra. Ishould,undoubtedly,
have accompanied the Agra division at the nearest road to
Caleutta, but the desire of having Cole’s society for a few days
brought me on to Mutira. On the day after his arrival in
camp, Colenel Malcolm, to my surprise (for I could scarcely
call myself acquainted with him), entered in a full, friendly,
and flattering manner into the question of my intention, which
Cole had mentioned to him, With full confidence he laid
open to me the various plans which were in contemplation,
gave me admission to all his papers, and, by appearing to inte-
rest himsell in my welfare, prepared me to listen to him with
great attention. He expatiated on the great field of political
employment now open in Hindostan, the necessity of many
appointments snd missions, the superiority, s he seoms to
think, of my claims, and the great risk, if not certain injury,
of my quitting the scene of action. By holding out the offer
of Distinction, he gained the important outwork of Desire,
and the citadel of Resolve was in danger of falling. Ie did
not immediately yield however, and notwithstanding all he
said, T clung fondly to my rooted and long-indulged intention
of returning to Caleutta, and of paying my last respects to
Lord Wellesley. There was, however, sufficient in what Mal-
colm said to induce me to reflect seriously on the step 1 should
take.

%1 did not converse again with Maleolm for five days, and

g
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in that period the subject was ever in my mind, and T neyer
experienced such irresolution on any occasion in which I had
the power of self-decision. Exclusive of the reasons suggested
by Malcolm for my remaining, others occurred to me which he
could not mention. 1 have long, as you know, looked upon
the Political as my line of service ; and although I have seen
what people call Native Courts, and have passed over many
countrics, I have had the misfortune of being uader men
whose talents, knowledge, and character, or rather want of
these, T could not admire ; who gave no encouragement to
niy desire to learn, who on the contrary rather made me sick
of my pursuit of knowledge. I have felt myself degraded by
my situation, and instead of studying acquaintance with the
natives, I have shrunk from notice as much as possible. My
knowledge, therefore, is only that which I acquired in the
Governor-General's office, and which, though highly useful,
does not in itself qualify a man to be a Political Agent. The
opportunity of acting under a man with Malcolm’s talents
and reputation, established knowledge, inquisitive genius, and
communicative disposition, promises advantages of the most
solid and certain nature, and of real importance. I could not,
however, give up my desire to visit: Caleutta, and my second
conversation with Malcolm ended in our agreeing that I should
run down to Calcutta and return quick ly. On the same even-
ing, however, he strongly advised me not to go, and the next
dey we had & long conversation which ended in my being
very uncertain what to do. I think, however, clearly that I
shall etay, but I never did anything with more reluctance. I
long to see our glorious Wellesley before he quits us. Mal-
colm tells me that T cannot better show m gratitude to Lord
Wellesley than by assisting in scenes in which he will always
have great intercst.

¢ Farewell] I shall write to you to-morrow again, for T have
much to say. Cole desires to be particularly remermbersd 3 1
believe that few respect you more than he does. Show this o
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Bayley with my love, to account for my conduct, Remember
me to Fagan, and Adam, and Trant.
“Your sincere friend,
“C. T. METCALTB.”

THE SAME TO THE SAME.
¢ Camp, Muttra, June 11, 1805.

“My DEAR SHERER,—I wrote to you yesterday and said that
I would write again to-day—I forgot to tell you that one reason
conspiring with the rest to induce me to remain is this—Mercer
will go to Caleutta, and Malcohn, who will manage all political
concerns at head-quarters, has expressed a wish that I should
remain on his account, expecting to derive more assistance from
me than I fear he will. This subject fills my mind, and it is
with very great difficulty that I can reconcile myself to the
overthrow of my plans—plans which I have so long raminated
over with anticipated delight. T rest my chief consolation on
Maleolm’s character, and the useful knowledge that I shall
obtain whilst with him. It is my intention to cultivate his
intimacy zealously—his advances to me have been very flat-
tering—I foresee one thing; he is s likely man to give my
mind a turn towards literary pursuits, which have scareely ever
entered my imagination—nay, he already hag; he himgelf is
an enthusiast.

%1 do not know what opinion to give upon Lord Coms
wallis's appointment; I cannot help thinking that he will not
come out. If the supercession of Lord Wellesley 15 occasioned
by an alarm existing in consequence of Monson’s retreat hefore
Holkar, the conduct of the Dircctors and Ministers has been
equally unjust and contemptible. It is unjust that confidence
should be removed from a Governor-General whose whole con=
duet hag been accompanied by the applause and confidence of
his country, because a check is experienced for a time in gne
part of the iinmense empire under his charge, It 1= unjust to
iraaging that he 18 not equal to meet the approaching difliculty.
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Tt i contemptible to have been alarmed seriously at the retreat
of a detachment of five battalions before all Holkar's force. I
do not foresee any change of measures or system under Lord
Cornwallis, Y am convinced that any change will he unwise.
Lo recede I think is vuin.

4 This is not a new observation. Conciliatory measures are, I
think, impossible; they have already been pursued too long.
It is with regret that I have perceived the last eix months of
Lord Wellesley’s administration marked by an indecision and
weakness (caused, T imagine, by his dread of people at home)
unworthy of the zest of his wise and dignified government.
He has, however, been kept ignorant of the real state of things,
and his agents have not done their duty. I do not believe it
possible to persnade the Mahrattas yet that we have moderation.
They know no such thing themselves, and why should they
attribute that quality to us, if we hold the language of sub-
mission when they hold that of insolence? Shall we, Sherer,
gue for peace, when a Mahratta, in violation of all treaty,
insults our Government, and in every act and word hurls at us

a thundering menace of war? Peace is, I think, impossible,

unless we prepare most vigorously for war. We should breathe
the spirit of an insulted and mighty power; I should not be
surprised if the dread of our determined attack were sufficient
to scatter all our enemies. When they are reduced and humble,
when we have crushed their insolent pride; then I would dis-
play moderation. But I do not see the prospect of permanent
tranquillity whilst our controlling influence is spread over
every part of India. ‘We bad this in our power once, I think
twice, but lost it for want of information in one quarter, and
want of foresight in another,

“ Tt would require a long discussion o explain my meaning.
We may command all India in a fow months more. We noed
naver interfere in the internal government of any state, but we
aught to regulate the external relations of all. I have made
many bold assertions without much troubling you with argu-
ments, You know my way. 1 shall respect the opinions of
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the men the opposite to my own; what I have put down are,
at present, decidedly my real ones.. You know me too well to
be surprised at the self-satisfied impudence with which T have
settled this 7ifling subject.

%1 want Hufeezoodeen here very much. I swish that you
would send him up. He will require some handsome induce-
ment to quit his situation in the College. I empower you to
grant him anything between his college salary (60 rupees) and
100 rupees per mensem, and to grant him some allowance for
his journey up to me; either in the way of a monthly travelling
allowance, or present; I wish him to set off immediately.. You
know my prospects as well as I do, and can make known to
“ him ywhat will be his.

¢ There are appointments for natives in our line of 100 and
200 rupees per mensem. Of course if he follows my fortunes it
will be incumbent on me to provide for him, and it is not impro-
bable that he may, at some time not far distant, obtain a situa-
tion under Government, whiclh will secure to him a handsome
provision in the cvent of my death, &c.* Let him come to
Agra, and there wait upon Wemyss or Mr. Munro, where he
will have introductions ready for him.

T am, dear Sherer,
« Your afiectionate and sincere friend,
“C. T. MeTCALFE.”

THE SAME TO THE SAME.

“ Mutira, August 6, 1805,

% My peAr SHERER,~—It is long since I received your
friendly letter of the 28th of June. I shall be very glad of
Mufeezoodeen, for T think that he i a respectable man. T am
ot certain that he is a man of business, and I am not anxious

% Hufoozoodeen joined Metealit, and  made o considerable forfunc, Some
Wae for many years attached to him allusions to him will be found in sub-
as head Moonalice, He followed his sequent chapters of this Memoir.
muster to Delhi and Hyderabad, and
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nat he should be, for T should like to form him for my own
habits. I thank you truly for the trouble you have taken
about his voyage to me. I shall, I think, increase his allow-
ances when he arrives. Your letters are the only encourage=
ments that I receive to pursue the life which I have laid down
for myself. Your sentiments and expressions would malke me
proud of it ; Bayley, Hamilton, and Cole think it unhappy.

‘L am at a loss to know what is hereafter to become of me ;
I sometimes long for quiet and a select few of my friends; but
if T were in the enjoyment of those things, I think it not im-
probable that I should long again for bustle and motion, T
see that all Secretaries are swept from the face of the carth ;
this, in all probability, will affect my prospects. One part of
your letter particularly strikes me, and I am not prepared to
give a serious opinion on the subject. You speak of our
inability £ maintain our supremacy when we have acquired it.
It is a prodigious question. I do not know that I could
acquiesce in your way of thinking. At present I have no idea
that deserves the name of a thought. Inconsiderately speaking,
I should say that we are better able to maintain our supremacy
over the whole than we should have been, in a few years, to
preserve a portion of our dominions. And T look upon the
events which have accelerated the establishment of our govern-
ment over almost all India as necessary and unavoidable
consequences of the events which preceded them. I should be
happy to see your sentiments on the whole subject. In 1803,
there certainly were powers in India which were very for-
midable ; now I think undonbtedly thers are none.

* 1 cennot reflect without indignation upon the conduct
which hus been adopted to Liord Wellesley. Tt appears a sur-
prising instance of determined malice or desperate ignorance
when a patriot; who has vendered the services that Lord Wel-
lesley has done to his country, is saperseded in his government,
and 18 exposed to the most active measures to disgrace lim,
Disgraced ho cannot be, I think, and the darts which hia

enemies fling at him will return upon their own heads, Now,
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~ifa proper spirit exists in the settlement, now is the moment
for an address. Lord Wellesley's departure from this country
should surely be accompanied with every possible mark of
respect, gratitude, and attachment. I see mo harm that is
likely to arise from Lord Cornwallis’s government. On the
contrary, I look at it with confidence. His internal govern-
ment will be excellent I have no doubt. T am anxious about
his politics. The tame conduct which when he was here
before would have been wise, might now be very otherwise.
With regard to his appointment personally I am quite indif-
ferent.  No man could have come to India upon whom I have
fower claims, and from whom I expect less.

* T continue to like Malcolm much. As a person who is to

be my immediate superior, I do not fancy a better. . . .
I am more worked, and more incessantly and more variously
worked, than I ever was. I literally have no time to myself.
My private correspondence is entirely suspended, and my
answer to you has been thus long delayed. 1 find it more than
15 pleasant, for 1 have no relief. A day of labour malkes society
in the evening delightful. There is no such thing here. The
Commander-in-Chief’s table is full of restraint, snd never has
society. So, to confess the truth, I am much bored. Some
swug dinners with you, Bayley, Fagan, and one or two others,
would be delightful. I wish you financiers wounld find some
money for us soldiers.  Iow we apples swim !

% Your affectionate friend,

“C. T. METCALYE,

& Kindest remembrances to Bayley, Fagan, Adam, Trant,
Tell Plowden I will write to him soon to explain that I am
toughly worked.”

So the intended visit to Calentta was abandoned,
and Charles Metealfe, now resolute not to sacrifice
hig fair prospects of advancement in the Political
ling of the public service, despatched a letter to

YOI, 1. M



