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military stores. T o express the full confidence o f  the British 
Government in its power. ri o  explain the facility oi cutting 
off the supplies o f  the enemy, and withholding from them the 
produce o f the country.

“  T o avoid a declaration o f  non-interference in case o f the 
renewal o f  his attacks upon the Cis-Sutlejean states, and to 
manage that delicate question as well as I  can. T o  show a 
disposition to accede to engagements o f a strictly defensive 
nature i f  proposed; but to refer the question for the decision o f  
Government, except in an evident emergency.

“  T o facilitate the Mission to Cabul and establish a prelimi­
nary intercourse with the Court, and to establish a channel oi 
intelligence and communication to the westward. N ot to 
announce the intended Mission to Cabul until after its departure 
from Dihlee, but to be prepared to remove from Runjeet 
Singh’s mind any jealousy or apprehension. N o objection to 
disclosing the object o f the Cabul Mission after having disclosed 
my own, otherwise to attribute it to motives which cannot 
injure him.

“  T o collect and communicate every information regarding 
the political state o f  the country, also respecting those points 
which it is expedient to ascertain with reference to the march 
and supply o f  troops. T o ascertain the routes through which 
it is practicable for an army to march from Persia to die 
Indus. T o  communicate information respecting the geography 
o f the countries to the westward o f  that river.

“ T o  discover the real disposition o f Runjeet Singh towards 
the British Government, and to regulate my negotiations 
accordingly. T o  inquire respecting his resources, troop- 
government, dominion, relations with other state., &c., ike.
T o  discourage Mehtab K our and her mother quoad their ; lot.
To do away the effect o f  Captain Matthews’s proceedings, * o 
inquire into the repovted intrigue with Holkar and \mnut 
Rao.”

To one of Metcalfe’s aspiring temper, not the



III <SL
least of the attractions of this new employment was 
derived from the considerations of the great extent 
of country over which he was to he permitted, 
under certain contingencies, to spread the network 
of Iris diplomacy. lie  already saw himself de­
spatching emissaries to the Courts of Cabul and 
Teheran, and baffling the gigantic intrigues of Na­
poleon and Alexander throughout the whole ex­
panse of Central Asia. But his enthusiasm was 
always tempered with sound good sense, and when 
he committed to writing, more for his own guidance 
than for any other purpose, his views of the course 
which it was expedient to pursue with reference to 
a correspondence with those distant Courts, there 
was nothing discernible in the paper but the work­
ings of a plain, practical mind :

“ It appears from the minute o f the Governor-General and 
the instructions which I have received, that the Mission to 
Lah are will considerably precede that to Cabul, and his Lord­
ship lias expressed an expectation that I may have the means o f 
facilitating the latter Mission, and o f establishing a preliminary 
intercourse with the Court o f Cabul. It is proper, therefore, 
for me to consider how I can best carry these instructions into 
execution.

“  The uncertainty existing respecting the time at which Mr. 
Elphinstone will proceed on Iris mission, gives rise: to some doubt 
regarding the proper plan for me to pursue. I f  any great delay 
were in contemplation, I should think it right for me in the 
first instance to endeavor to open a correspondence with the 
Minister o f the King of Cabul o f a general f : ' ndly nature, and 
to refrain from any communication o f the intentions o f Govern­
ment to send an Envoy to Cabul until I had ascertained the 
disposition of the Court, and found a proper opportunity. In



tliis case, I  should think it right to despatch u native agent to 
Cabul, with a letter to the W uzeer, requesting permission lor 
him to attend the Court on my part, for the purpose o f sending 
me account o f  the welfare o f  his Majesty, and o f  establishing a 
medium o f friendly communication, lh is  is all that I  should 
think it advisable to do at first; and I  should expect that 
opportunities would occur o f proceeding further in the course 
o f  the correspondence which would probably follow tins intro­
duction. I  should not, i f  I  were to act according to m y own 
judgment, charge the native with any directions to sound the 
Ministers respecting the disposition o f  the K ing ; nor should I  
make him acquainted with the views o f Government, because I  
would not on any account put it into his power to commit the 
dignity of Government.

“  In the case stated, it is supposed that there may be that 
interval between my arrival at Lahore and Mr. Elpliiastone’s 
departure from Dililee, which would admit o f  a general friendly 
correspondence with the Court o f Cabul previous to announcing 
the intention o f Government to send an Envoy. But il Mr. 
Elphinstone is to proceed on his mission at an earlier period 
than has been supposed, the line o f conduct above mentioned 
would not answer; and in that case it would, I  think, he 
advisable, and most suitable to the character o f  the British 
Government, to announce its intentions in a dignified and open 
manner, by sending a native as the bearer o f  a letter directly 
to the Court. It is scarcely possible that the K ing o f Cabul 
would wantonly insult the British Government b y  any improper 
reply to this notice; and the expediency o f  making this direct 
advance is considerably strengthened by the probability that a 
report o f the intended Mission may reach Cabul before the 
desired intercourse can he opened with the Court. It is, how ­
ever, probable, that the measures already adopted by Mr. Seton 
will lead to a correspondence, which may afford opportumt.e- 
o f  announcing the Mission in a manner dillerent lrom that 
above suggested.

“  It may be a question whether it would be most advisable
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to conduct the preliminary intercourse with Cabul through the 
Resident at Dihlee, or through Mr. Elphinstone, or through 
the Envoy at Lahore; at present I am instructed to turn my 
attention to the object as well as‘ to the necessity o f opening a 
communication with Teheran immediately after my arrival at 
Lahore; and it is, consequently, necessary that I should be 
accompanied by natives qualified to be employed in these im­
portant matters, either according to such particular instructions 
as I  may hereafter receive, or according to the best o f my judg­
ment, formed upon the general orders which I have already 
received. This consideration induced mo to request from Mr. 
Seton the assistance o f Fyzut-oolla at Lahore; and with the 
same view, I propose to carry along with me Syiul Jafier 
Khan who was formerly employed by Colonel Scott on a 
mission to Nadaun. One or the other o f these, whichever 
may appear to be best qualified, I  propose to send without 
delay, i f  all tilings remain as they are, to Cubul, charged with a 
letter from myself to the Minister; and the other I intend to 
employ in opening the communication with Persia. It is not 
my intention to confine my endeavors to obtain intelligence o f 
the state o f  the Court and country o f Cabul to the mission 
c f  a native to Cabul with a letter. W e  ought, besides, to have 
-.ocret news-writers, not only with the Court, but in Cabul, 
Cashmeer, Peshnwur, Candahar, Moultan, Herat, and as far 
as possible in the interior o f  Persia."

Little time was lost in making the necessary pre­
parations for the departure of the Mission. In the 
first week of August, Charles Metcalfe turned his 
hack upon Delhi. The weather was unpropitious.
It was the height of the monsoon. The heavy 
rains, and the bad roads, for a while impeded the 
raogress of the Mission. After passing Kurnaul, the 
weather began to improve; hut the travellers in­
variably found themselves either in a quagmire or a
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pool. “ The country,”  lie wrote, “ is so full of 
water, and the roads are so deep with mud, and the 
soil so soft, that it is difficult for cattle of every 
description to move. We have been under the 
necessity of takiug- a circuitous route, the direct 
road not being passable; and ire have not been able 
to make marches of a greater distance than about 
ten miles daily.”  On the 22nd of August the 
Mission reached Puttealah, one of the chief places in 
the Cis-Sutlej states, and here the serious business 
of diplomacy commenced.

The Rajah of Puttealah received the British 
Envoy with profuse demonstrations of compliment 
and congratulation ; and at a public interview, un­
expectedly produced the keys of the fort, and re­
quested Metcalfe to restore them to him as a gift 
ii’om the British Government. He threw himself, 
he said, entirely on oar protection—all that he had 
was at the mercy of the British—his government 
and Ids existence would cease without our support.
But Metcalfe read at once the true meaning of this 
proposal, and answered that lie was not authorised 
by his Government to perform any such ceremony, 
hut that the British were his friends, and ever de­
sired his prosperity; and that the keys could not be 
in better bands.

On the 1st of September the Mission crossed the *

* Soon afterw-nls. U e diief toW him fulfill®,1  It wns sunRestoi, too, no
.lat had board it was the in ten- Metcalfe, that it would he expedient 
ion ot Kunjeet Singh to cross the for him to write to Kn-ijeet to say 

outlej and to seize Fureed-kote, which that l ir e  British Government d e s ir e d  
in the Puttealah dominions— an hiua to remain at Lahore to receirt 

intention which was subsequently the Mission.
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Sutlej.* At Puttealah. they had been met by an 
agent despatched by Runjeet Singh with a letter of 
welcome and congratulation; but as they advanced 
into the Punjab, it became at every stage more and 
more obvious that that erratic Prince had little in­
tention of remaining at home, either at Lahore or 
Umritsur, to receive the British Embassy in a be­
coming manner. It was reported, indeed, that he 
had crossed the river with the intention of making 
a descent upon the Puttealah territory; but this 
Metcalfe was slow to believe, and the Sikh agent 
who remained in his camp either wras, or pretended 
to be, ignorant of the movements of his master.
All doubts, however, were soon set at rest by the 
receipt of a letter from Runjeet himself, announcing 
his intention to receive the British Mission at Kus- 
■soor. Troops, it appeared, were assembling there 
from all quarters; but Metcalfe believed that the 
chief cause of the assemblage was a desire on the 
part of the Sikh chief to make a formidable display 
>f his military resources in the presence of the 
British Mission.!

Metcalfe pushed on to Kussoor, which lay upon 
his road to Umritsur ;% and upon the 10th of Sep-

Bct-iix the Missionin'! reached lation respecting his intentions, T am 
han't of the river, Metcalfe had inclined to suppose that h)9 principal 

do patched a confidential agent to motive in collecting his forces at this 
t.’abul with instruction* to commu* period is a desire to make a good dis- 
rieate ah that was passing in Afghan- play of his military power before the 
i.p ui, and to keep open the conmmni- British Empire.”—[Afr. Metcalfe to 
< ations with 1’ersia, to which country Mr. K>, ioastone, Scptaxber 5, 1808.1 
Malcolm was about to proceed at the 1 He seems to have had some mis- 
heal of a great Embassy. givings at this time regarding the

f “ Runjeet Singh’s army is assent external app arance of the Mission at 
bling from all quarters. Notwith- the Sikh Court—the clothing of his standing the reports that are in circu- escort being in a most discreditable
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tember be halted within a few miles of the Sikh 
camp, that the ceremonials of the reception might 
be arranged. On the following day, B/unjeet’s 
Prime Minister* and his chief military officer,! 
with a retinue of two thousand men, came out to 
conduct the Mission to the ground which had been 
marked out for their encampment, at a distance of 
less than a mile from the Rajah’s tents.

“  On the 12th,”  wrote Metcalfe to the Chief Secre­
t l y ,  “  I  paid my first visit to Runjeet Singh, accom­
panied by the officers attached to the escort. The 
Rajah met us on the outside of a large enclosure, 
and having embraced all the gentlemen of the 
Mission, conducted us within, where tents had been 
prepared for our reception.} As a compliment to 
ns, flic Rajah, from his own choice, used chairs at 

ns meeting, partly collected from our camp and 
partly from his own, upon which he and the prin­
cipal Sirdars present and the gentlemen of the 
British Mission were seated. This interview was 
prolonged by the Rajah beyond the usual time of 
visits of ceremony; but nothing of consequence 
passed at it. The Rajah did not enter much into

S ' g M  thG drCUm- out «•  camp to* The Dewan Mokun Chund. 2 , 7  Mission, and I had it imi • 
t His adopted brother, Eutteh Sinai, t0 1,11,1 tllut such was m y cx-t Metcalfe was of opinion' tfbt P̂c|ltl<>ns. He did not come into my 

Runjeet ought to have come out to 'l.1!1̂  respect; but tlio rofer-
meet the Mission, but this Runicoi ^ CC® | MC I }  ha'1 oc-usiou to make declined. Hr retire-- nt iti, ,|Ui' Ct Y pectInB the ceremonials, hud a- 
ever, were not vXu^sot effect "  Pro’It appeared to me ” , <lucod “  Sreat change in them, for at
“ thattherank and dignity of th. r t ’ !h'st tlle r‘ potion was proposal to be 
verument which I h™  i G 111 a ?tyle iar inferior to that which 
to represent re, ?"7*5® ,rmor 1,1,3 bl' 11 observed.’ to represent, required that the Bgjah E<l,„o,sto,w, Sop tember 18, 1808.]
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k %—'yyconversation, and made only two observations 
worthy of remark. One was an expression of regret 
for tlie lamented death, of Lord Viscount. Lake, of 
whom he observed that it would be difficult to find 
his equal, for that he was as much distinguished by 
his gentleness, mildness, humanity, and affability, 
as by his greatness as a military character. The 
other observation was in reply to one of his courtiers, 
who was remarking that the British Government 
was celebrated for good faith ; upon which Kunjeet 
Singh said that he knew well that the word of the 
British Government included everything. ’ ’ Present s 
were interchanged, and in the evening a salute was 
fired in Kunjeet’s camp in honor of the day, which 
he intimated to Metcalfe was regarded by him as a 
day of rejoicing.

In  spite, however, o f these declarations of friend­
ship, the reception given to the British Mission had 
nothing of cordiality in it. Kunjeet was plainly 
jealous and suspicious of the British Government. 
His better reason clouded by the false insinuations 
and the mischievous advice of councils of chiefs, 
who, from motives of self-interest, desired to embroil 
Kunjeet with the Company’s Government, lie for­
bade all communication between the two camps, 
and for some time was unwilling to return, the visit 
of the British Envoy. It  was obviously his wish to 
enhance Iris own importance in the eyes of tlio as­
sembled chiefs and the large body o f troops encamped 
at Kussoor, by appearing to hold the British Mission 
o f little account. “ In  brief,”  wrote Metcalfe, “ it 
would appear that I  am regarded as a dangerous
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enemy to be guarded against, rather than as an 
Envoy from a friendly State charged with the most 
amicable duties.”

But the decided conduct of the young Ambassador 
soon induced Itunjeet at least to pay the British 
Mission the compliment of a visit. On the 16th 
Metcalfe received the Sikh with all honors. A  suite 
of tents had been erected for the occasion, and a 
musnud in the Oriental fashion prepared for the 
Bajah’s occupancy. But Eunjeet, preferring the 
European style, seated himself on a chair, and still 
eschewing business, entered into familiar conversa­
tion with the British officers, principally on military 
subjects.* After the interview, he expressed a wish 
to see the manoeuvres of the detachment of Com­
pany’s troops composing the escort, and mounted 
on an elephant, watched the exercise of the sepoys 
with interest and seeming pleasure. He took his 
final leave, to all appearance, much gratified; and 
such had been the cordiality of his manner, that 
Metcalfe believed a favorable change had taken * 
place in the feelings of the Sikh, "and that the

* “ He spoke with great respect of tents standteir n , .
the British troops, and observed of observe that Uii/hnd“  1’\u“sin8 to 
the Mahratta army which he had seen nressimi m, I . • o'? nJlldc ",n im‘
in this country that it contained great L  had ^  ,un(? th»!
numbers, hut that it wanted union put questions'r mentl0’1 **• llcand command. Ue related the fnl- poncenung our favorite
lowing anecdote, which haDDenoil the distance at
When Jeswunt Uao Ilolkar was fu the °lU' 111 lK"
neigkbotirhood of Umritsnr. A re- tAwImll « i r| Wliic ’ our :r ’ 
port was brought to Holkar thatLord i l i ?  -a ??rgot ln Prac:
Lake had crossed the Beeas in pursuit tomi n ^ 0' k ' 5 ofa8^yI“ Datnr‘- a'| of him Ilolkir fmmna; f i  lmr*u,“ tenUvney. Ho complained ol the di 
hi* horse1 tSJ “-“modi, tely mounted Acuity of introducing discipline anions’

fteisissfrte*1
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business of tbe Mission would soon proceed without 
interruption. Great, therefore, were Metcalfe’s as­
tonishment and disappointment when, on the fol­
lowing day, he received a letter from Itunjeet Singh, 
which he characterised in his official communications 
to Government as “ an extraordinary instance of 
suspicion, hastiness, and disrespect.”  The letter, 
in its Eastern phraseology, contained the meaning 
here embodied in an English dress :
Translation o f a Note from Rajah Runjeet Singh to Mr. Metcalfe, 

delivered Ig Misr Prebdial, IIuTccem TJseezoodccn, and Meean 
Imaum-ggd-deen on the evening o f  the Vltli o f  September, IbOS.
“  I never before at any time under any emergency, or in any 

place, have made so long a halt as I have now, solely in 
consequence o f the friendship between this Government and the 
Honorable Company, which by the blessing o f  God has been 
increasing and improving from the time in which his Excellency 
Lord Lake came into this country to the present happy hour.
M y camp has remained in this place so long, in the expectation 
o f your arrival. Thanksgivings to the Throne o f the Almighty, 
this wish o f my heart, that is, your arrival, and the pleasure ol 
rociupc you? has been, obtained in o proper manner.

“  Although it is difficult to feel satiety from the interviews of 
friends whose hearts are united, and although the times of 
meeting, however many, seem too few, yet affairs o f State must 
bo attended to. Consequently, I  am about to march imme­
diately for the settlement o f certain districts. In my nation it 
js considered very auspicious to march on the first day o f the 
moon; and my inarch is appointed for that day. Therefore be 
pleased to make the friendly communications on the part o f the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General, with which, from 
his Lordship’s letter, I  understand you to he charged, in order 
that I may act accordingly. M y anxiety cannot admit o f 
longer expectation."

• e<n&X
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Outwardly courteous and complimentary as was 
tins effusion, its uncourteous and rmcomplimentarv 
meaning peeped out from every sentence of it.
“  This extraordinary document,”  wrote Metcalfe,
“  gave me notice in a plain manner that I  was ex­
pected to take my leave in three or four days. It 
was calculated to repel, whilst it professed to call 
for communications, and in, I  suppose, an unprece­
dented manner, evinced a design to shut the door 
against all intercourse, and to put an end to the pro­
ceedings of the Mission, without even ascertaining 
in the slightest degree the object to which they 
might be directed.”  But Metcalfe believed that, the 
obnoxious letter was hardly to be considered as the 
own act and deed of Runjeet himself. It was, he 
knew, the result of suspicions instilled into him bv 
others; and he did not yet despair of bringing the 
chief, by good diplomacy— by conduct at once firm 
and conciliatory, into a more reasonable frame of 
mind. So he sent back the following letter in 
rep ly:

Translation o f  a Note from M r. Metcalfe to liajah Runjeet Singh 
transmitted on the night o f  the 17 fh o f  S ea m ier , in repig to 
that received from the Rajah on the evening o f  same day.

“  By the blessing o f G od the relations o f  friendship have 
been firmly established between you and the British Govern­
ment, horn the time when his Excellency General Lord Lake

m , lL c<; ul- 'ly> an(l have been daily improved, particularly 
since the period when you wrote a very friendly letter to the 

i° noiable Lord M into, the Governor-General, congra- 
u atiug ms Lordship on his arrival in India. In consequence,
•v itn >ou formed the intention o f  visiting Ilurdwar, in order
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to bathe in the H oly Ganges, his Lordship deputed me for the 
purpose o f  receiving you with every respect, and attending you 
during your stay in that quarter. It happened that your inten­
tions were postponed. The R ight Honorable the Governor- 
General, wishing to display a signal mark o f his friendship and 
regard, has now commanded me to repair to your Court to 
express the satisfaction with which his Lordship views the 
existing harmony and concord between the two states, and wit i 
a view to establish and improve the ties o f  intimacy and union. 
To-morrow I hope to have the honor o f waiting upon you when­
ever you are at leisure, when I  will make the communications 
with which I  am entrusted by the R ight Honorable the G o­
vernor-General, and present a letter which I  have from Ins 
Lordship to your address.”

This letter was not without its anticipated effect. 
Metcalfe was right when he believed that Rnnjeet 
had been led astray by the instillation of some false­
hood with which the men by whom he was sur­
rounded had poisoned his understanding. He had 
been told that Metcalfe was on his way to Cabul; 
and that the British Mission had not been despatched 
primarily and exclusively to his Court, hut merely 
instructed to pay him a passing visit. Hut this lie 
was soon exploded; and Runjeet again began to re­
gard the Mission with complacency. An answer was 
promptly returned to Metcalfe’s letter; and it con­
tained an eager invitation to the meeting proposed 
by the British Envoy:

Translation o f  a Xotc from Rajah Runjeet Singh io Mr. Metcalfe, 
received from Meean Imawn-ood-deen on the 18th o f  September. 
[A fter compliments.] “  In an auspicious and happy mo­

m e n t  your friendly letter, most agreeable to my inclinations
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uvory letter o f  which refreshed m y eye, reached me, and gave 
splendor to the unity and concord (subsisting between us). That 
which is written by your friendly pen respecting what has 
happened from the illustrious arrival o f  L ord  Labe in this 
country up to your arrival, in order to confirm and im prove 
the relations o f  intimate sincere friendship, which b y  the 
blessing o f  G od have been so firmly established, and so mani­
festly displayed as to be known to all, collectively and indivi­
dually; and the intimation which you give o f  your intention 
to visit me, and make me happy by  the communications en­
trusted to you by the R ight Honorable the Governor-General, 
have given me thousand-fold pleasure and joy .

“  h ly  desire to see you cannot be postponed from this day 
till to-morrow, and my inclination is impatient o f  delay, but in 
consequence o f  the season, and state o f m y constitution, I  have 
this day taken medicine. To-m orrow, therefore, at three o ’clock 
in the afternoon, bring pleasure to your friend’s house. I iu - 
keem Uzeezoodeen will arrive with you at that hour and conduct 
you.”

On the 19th of September, Metcalfe visited the 
Rajah, and, in the presence o f  the principal Sikh 
councillors, opened the discussion by accusing the Ra­
jah o f encouraging unjust and unworthy suspicions. 
This w as denied. Evasive explanations o f the offen­
sive letter were given. And after a conversation con­
ducted on both sides with the utmost good humor, 
it was determined that the propositions o f the British 
Government should he received, w hen the Sikhs had 
held a council oi state to determine upon their plan 
of operations. But this was manifestly reversing 
la. order of things. So when subsequently a depu­
tation waited on Metcalfe, to explain that the Sikhs 
■ Jidd not determine upon the course they w'ere to



pursue until they were informed of the nature of the 
propositions to he made to them, the British Envoy 
acknowledged the cogency of the assertion, and de­
clared that he was willing on the following day to 
deliver the important message with which he was 
charged by his employers. It appeared to Metcalfe, 
indeed, that it was no longer desirable to keep 
Runject in ignorance of the real objects of his 
mission; for the mind of the restless feikh might be 
diverted by thoughts of the Anti-Gallican alliance 
from other objects on which it was not expedient 
that he should dwell.

So on the afternoon of the 22nd of September, 
Metcalfe went unattended to Runjeet’s residence, 
and there found the Sikh ruler surrounded by his 
principal councillors of state. “  I  opened the con­
ference,”  wrote Metcalfe, reporting all its circum­
stances to the Supreme Government, “ by stating 
that the friendship which had happily existed be­
tween the Rajah and the British Government, had 
induced the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
to depute me to communicate some important ini el- 
ligcnce, in which the Maha-rajah’s interests were 
materially concerned. I  then mentioned that his 
Lordship had received authentic advices that the 
Erench, who were endeavoring to establish them­
selves in Persia, had formed the design of invading 
these countries, and of seizing Cabul and the Pun­
jab— that Ids Lordship’s first (-are was to give 
warning to the states which this intelligence con­
cerned— that feeling the interests of the British

r t i  (ct
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Govermncnt and those o f the Rajah to be the same, 
his Lordship had commissioned me to negotiate 
with the Rajah arrangements for the extirpation of 
the common enemy, and had appointed another 
gentleman to be Envoy to Cabul for similar pur­
poses with respect to that country, who would in 
a short time, with the Rajah’s permission, pass 
through this country on his way to the place o f his 
destination. I  added, that these measures had been 
adopted by the Government in the purest spirit of 
friendship, and that it was evident that the interests 
of all the states in this quarter required that they 
should unite their powers in defence o f their do­
minions and for the destruction of the enemy’s 
armies.

“  A t the conclusion of this introduction,”  con­
tinues the young Envoy, “  the Rajah and all present 
folloAving him, made an exclamation of admiration 
at the friendly conduct o f the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General in making this communication, 
and expressed without hesitation a ready concur­
rence in his Lordship’ s plans. The Rajah asked, 
how far the British army would advance to meet 
the Breach, and what force would be sent ? I  re­
plied, that these questions would depend upon subse­
quent arrangements; but that it was our practice to 
seek our enemy, and that no doubt the Government 
would send an army beyond Cabul. W ith respect 
to the amount of the force, I  observed, that would 
necessarily depend upon circumstances, but that 
such a force would o f course be sent as would be
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amply sufficient to destroy the foe. He asked if 
troops were ready to advance, and when tlie French 
might he expected? I  said that the moment at 
which the enemy might he expected could not at 
present be ascertained— that it might he sooner or 
later—but that there was no doubt of the design, 
and that it behoved wise governments to he pre­
pared to counteract i t ; and that our troops always 
are, and always would he, ready to advance.

“  After expressing in animated terms his desire to 
co-operate with the British arms, his sense of the 
friendly motives which had led to the communi­
cations from the Bight Honorable the Governor- 
General, his approbation of the plan of attacking 
the enemy before they could reach Cabul, and his 
satisfaction at the prospect of a close alliance with 
the British Government, which had long, he said, 
been the wish of his heart, now spoke in a -whisper 
to Misr Prebdial (one o f his councillors), -who, in 
consequence, carried aside all the persons present 
except the Rajah, Kurreem Singh, Imaum-ood-deen, 
and myself. Whilst the gentlemen apart were deli­
berating in a whisper, the Rajah continued to con­
verse with me, sometimes on subjects connected 
with the objects of my previous communication, and 
sometimes on general topics. He started the idea 
that the King of Cabul might throw himself in tbe 
arms of the French, and asked what would be done 
in that ease? I  said, in that ease we must attack 
the King of Cabul as well as the French ; but that 
it wa3 improbable that he would he so blind to his 
own interests; for that the French invariably sub-
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jected and oppressed those who joined them ; plun­
dered and laid waste then’ country, and overthre w 
the Government. In the course of this conversation 
I  endeavored, in conformity to the instructions of 
the Supreme Government, to alarm the Eajah for 
the safety of his territories, and at the same time to 
give him confidence in our protection.

“  Tho Eajah asked if all was right with Ilolkar ?
I said, ‘ Y e s a n d  that since the peace with him 
made in this country, he had continued on the 
most friendly terms with the British Government.
‘ But,’ replied the Eajah, * he is a determined rascal 
( j. vcka httnimzadah), and no trust can be reposed in 
him ’ I answered, that when we were at war with 
him, we used to call him a great rascal; but as we . 
were now at peace, we always spoke of him w ith the 
respect due to a friendly chief. The Eajah men­
tioned, that when in this country, Ilolkar prohibited 
his troops from plundering as long as Lord Lake’s 
army was near to him, but let them loose on the 
country as soon as his Lordship had commenced his 
return to the British dominions.

“ When the deliberations of the whispering council 
were concluded, the result was conveyed by Misr 
Prebdial to theEajah's ears, and the Eajah delivered 
some Order to him in the same manner; after which 
Misr Prebdial addressed me in a long speech, the 
substance of which was, that the Eajah concurred in 
everything that I  had communicated, and particu­
larly desired to have the closest connexion with tho 
British Government ; hut that the business not 
being of slight consideration, but o f the highest im-
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portance, it was necessary to proceed with delibera­
tion— accordingly, that the question would he fully 
discussed by the Rajah with those present, and that 
the result o f their deliberations on that and other 
subjects should he communicated to me on the fol­
lowing morning. The Rajah said the sam e; and 
having enjoined profound secresy to all present, put 
an end to the conference.”

The morrow came, and with the morrow a new 
light dawned upon the subject. To the Sikh coun­
cillors it did not appear, upon consideration o f the 
whole matter, that they had much to apprehend from 
the rumored incursion of the Trench. The danger 
was at most something remote and conjectural. 
They hardly could bring themselves to believe that 
the counteraction of foreign influence in the countries 
of Central Asia was the real object of the Mission to 
Runjeet’s Court. And if  it were, they argued among 
themselves, the alliance which the British Govern­
ment sought was mainly for its own advantage. 
W hy then should not the treaty at the same time 
embrace objects more nearly and palpably advanta­
geous to the Sikhs themselves ? It was Runjeet 
Singh’s earnest desire, at this time, to obtaiu from the 
British Government a recognition of his sovereignty 
over all the Sikh States on both sides of the Sutle'; 
and it was now intimated to Metcalfe that the Rajah 
suggested the expediency of including this and other 
provisions m the contemplated treaty. To all of this 
Metcalfe listened patiently; but lie firmly replied 
that he had no authority to give any such guarantee 
on the part of the Government which lie represented



—tliat tlie alliance against tlie Erench ivas tlie first 
mint to be arranged, and tliat tlie rest would be left 

lor future consideration. But this was not a view 
o f  the case which the Sikh councillors were inclined 
to  take. The interview, therefore, was not a satis- 
factory one; and nothing was settled except—the 
last resource of inconclusiveness— that the views 
of Itunjeet Singh should be reduced to writing, and 
considered by the British Envoy.

I  cannot follow in detail all the consultations—  
many of them mere profitless repetitions of inconclu­
sive discussions—which day by clay Metcalfe reported 
to the Supreme Government. The difficulties with 
which the yo ' diplomatist contended were many 
and great. He soon perceived that in Itunjeet Singh 
he had to deal with a man inordinately ambitious 
himself, and out of measure suspicious of the ambi­
tious designs of others. Untainted by any objects 
of aggression as was this Mission to Lahore, it must 
be admitted that Runjeet’s suspicions were not 
wholly without foundation. He had seen, within 
the space of a few years, tlie fairest provinces of Hin- 
dostan subjected to the yoke of the conquering 
Eeringhee. I f  he had extended his dominions, our 
extension of territory had been far greater; and there 
was sufficient, at least in the antecedents of British 
conquest, to make him fearful of his independence, 
when he saw our battalions already approaching the 
banks of the Sutlej, and our diplomatists, the sure 
forerunners of our armies, beginning to spread 
themselves over all t ie  countries of Central Asia.
It is not strange, therefore, that one, by nature sus-
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pielous in tlie extreme, and wrought upon by evil 
councillors and trcaclierous adherents, should hav c 
regarded the advance of the British Mission w ith 
distrust. Brom the very first his suspicions had 
broken out into acts of open discourtesy. He had for­
bidden, as I  have before said, all intercourse betwe en 
the two camps. Supplies had been refused to the 
Mission. The native hankers were afraid to cash 
Metcalfe’ s bills. Bunjeet’ s spies were continually in 
the British camp. The camp had been pitched on 
ground selected by Bunjeet in the bed of a dry river, 
on whose banks the Sikh sentries were incessantly 
posted. Our messengers had been intercepted ; our 
letters had been opened; and Metcalfe had excused 
himself to Government for submitting to many indig­
nities which he pretended not to observe. He had 
certain great ends to accomplish, and he would not 
he arrested or turned aside by any obstructions but 
those of the greatest national import and significance.

But that which most embarrassed Metcalfe at this 
time was tbo unscrupulous course of territorial 
aggrandisement which Bunjeet was determined on 
pursuing in the face of the British Mission. It wTas 
obviously his intention, to turn to account what lie 
hoped would he considered the implied sanction ol 
the British Government to his conquests on the 
: outliem hank of the Sutlej. The suddenness of his 
movements bullied all diplomacy, and prevented all 
remonstrance, 'thus on the 25th of September, just 
a3 the negotiations appeared to he in a favorable 
utate, Bunjeet suddenly, without intimation to the 
British Envoy, and without consulting bis M inis-

®  <SL
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ters, broke up bis camp at Kussoor, and prepared 
to cross the Sutlej.* The primary object o f the 
movement was the capture of tbe fortress and sur­
rounding territory of Eureeil-kote— a tract o f coun­
try in tbe domain of tbe Ilajali of Puttealab, one 
of tbe chief of tbe group o f bis Ois-Sutlej States;! 
but it was openly boasted in camp that tbe expedition 
was designed to accomplish the subjugation of the 
whole of tbe country lying between tbe Sutlej and 
the Jumna. And there were those who said that, 
this accomplished, some hostile movements against 
the British would certainly ensue. $

Following tbe Sikh camp at a convenient interval 
of time, Metcalfe, on tbe 28th of September, again 
met Runjeet Singh. The interview was held on an 
island in tbe river. The confidential servants o f the 
Rajah were present; and the manner of Runjeet, 
himself was courteous and conciliatory. But there 
seemed to be a hopeless gulf between the two nego-

* Reporting this to Government, satisfactory inloie.suion. I  thereluio 
Metcalfe wrote: “ I  was disposed to desired him to bring me an answer <>n 
augur well from the spirit of this these points from his master, saying, 
conference; and great was m y sur- that until I should obtain the informa- 
priBe on rising this morning to find tiou required, I  could not say whether 
that the Rajah's army was moving, it would be proper 1' r me to accom- 
Uzeezoodeen at the instant c.vmc to pany the ltajah or >_ < • ’■— I d/r. J/< > 
me and said that he had been .-;ent calfc to Mr. Edmonslonê  Camp Ausioor. 
by the Rajah to inform me that ho &ptmbi r 25, 1*08.] 
v .a  about to march to tin river f Fureod-kote was, however, at this 
Beeas, and to request that I would time, in the possession ot roiu ls who 
march too. I  answered that I  cuunl paidnorovouuotothoPuttoalnhKauih. 
not march to-day; hut that I  would {  Mctcaho reported, among oilier 
follow the Rajah ns . "on na 1 could. I  thing1, that tlioro was '‘ a st»rv on 
expre-sed ruy rmiprisi at the Rajah’s foot i-> tho efloct that the linjnhul 
moving so suddenly and without gi viug Bhurtpore had applu 1 to Hunieot for 
me any previous iiUunation, and > dr aid against the hostile designs • the 
Fired to know what were the Ik • ih s British, that his applicalhm b:-d been 
intentions, where lie was going, and backed by liolkor, and tha> Runi»:ct 
whether he would cross the river or Singh had agreed to co-operate lor 
not. Uzeezoodeen could give me no the defence oi Bhurtpore.”



Gating parties, which, it was impossible to bridge 
over. Metcalfe still asserted that he came for 
nothing hut a defensive alliance against the French.
£ I f  the French invade your territory,”  he said, “ you 

will profit greatly by the alliance. I f  they do not, 
you will not suffer by it.”  Reduced to this simple 
formula, the case was a convincing one; and Run- 
jeet at first seemed to he staggered by it. But he 
clamored for the sanction of the British G overnment 
to the extension of his sovereignty over all tire Sikh 
territories; and was eager also to introduce into the 
treaty a clause, pledging us not to interfere for the 
prevention of any hostilities that he might be pleased 
to carry on in the direction of Cabul. Such wa- 
the unvarying tenor of his discourse; and every new 
meeting only served to convince Metcalfe of the 
difficulty of persuading the Rajah to abandon a 
design which lay so very near to his heart.*'

In the mean while, Metcalfe’s letters, despatched 
with unfailing punctuality, and admirably lucid 
m all their details, were exciting much grave re­
flection in the Council Chamber of Calcutta. The

til" UtFiet la p »  ofe another rlv *” 8  oon.cos" ions <Von> the British
i n im  h, Metcalfe wrote to the Supreme 5 b' f , at t,le same time lie
Government : It appears to m eThat ™  n o t  ?vltbm't uneasiness th e
ho wi le s m e r e ly  to have ;i treaty*?? I S F ?  ° f  ^  >neasaros in con- 

riendship with the British i X r r ! T ' ’ " "r ’ probabiliO 'oi the 
Government to maintain ‘ l„  -c-I territort™0,<i' in lu»
11 r -.v.tb his heirs and successors- t a X  u f  t -  Jls" losure of the ac- 
that h e n  indifferent to the propose?! reso i, e, , n ” / , 01111 tr^  and
alliance against the de-pea 0j- u um1 ?‘ hor imaginedeonse-
Erench, as the danger is not near no? »  of com-
percept,i,lo to hlm-that to that alii- the British Q „.

generator, however, l.e ha-, no «iiom ? m inrf d“ af ‘<wa chiefs 
objcci ion, although lie wishes to make t.JOs 1/  T C T F '  ~ [O to ir r  :>o, 
his agreement to it the means of ob- J Z . l lk  t c S , . - ]  Mr' Edmm'

(!(Dl, (SL
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seeming determination of Runjeet to extend liis con­
quests on tlie southern bank o f the Sutlej, excited 
in Lord Minto a very strong desire to arrest by force 
o f arms the progress of the ambitious Sikh. The 
first minute which he wrote upon the subject, hinted 
at the expediency of instructing Metcalfe to intimate 
to Runjeet Singh, that if, pending negotiations, any 
advance were made towards our frontier, or if  any 
interruption were at any time given to the Cabul 
Mission, it would be considered as a declaration of 
war.* But lie was a statesman of a calm and dis­
passionate nature, and lie recorded at the same time, 
that these were only his first hasty reflections, and 
that lie would, “  in the course of the day, collect 
more deliberately such thoughts on the general 
question as might appear worthy to be communi­
cated”  to his colleagues, and to the Envoy in Run- 
jeet’s camp. And the result of these subsequent 
deliberations, aided by a memorandum drau n up by 
Mr. Edmonstone was, that Metcalfe was instructed 
n°t  to follow any course that would precipitate his 
abrupt departure from Runjeet’s camp, but to pro­
tract his negotiations, and to avoid, if possible, such 
a rupture as would incite Runjeet to assume an 
attitude of open hostility.f  These instructions Met-

* Mi'mife of Lord Minto October to protract than accelerate the treaty.
— [MS. Records."] I  fool the force oi'the observations

, ( .T “  1 Jo not think,” wrote Lord contained in Mr. Ed mons tone's note 
Minto, “ that we should he justified, concerning the effect which is likely.. 
m P°lut of policy, in breaking at pre- or rather certain, to bo produced on 
sent with Runjeet Singh. The point the mind of Ilunjcct Singh by tho 
'O aim at in our present transactions immediate close oi Mr. .Metcalfe’s mis- 
Jvi, h the ll.ijah of Lahore appears to sion; and I  should think it advisable,
’i\ that we should keep ourselves as therefore, not to adopt that measure 

tree as can be done without a rupture. Mr. Metcalfe should ho particularly 
should on tlu3 principle rather wish instructed not to hasten the m-go- 
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calfe had anticipated. The course laid down for him 
was that which his own judgment suggested, and 
already he had entered upon it.

Haying thus resolved to gain time and to amuse 
Runjeet, wliilst they were maturing their plan of 
ultimate operations, and waiting to see what might 
be written down in the ever-fertile Chapter of A cci­
dents, our statesmen at Calcutta began to take 
larger views of the whole question, and to consider 
whether it wouhl be expedient to yield to the solici­
tations of the Rajah, or to maintain the independence 
of the Sikh chiefs on our side o f the Sutlej. Lord 
Minto at once determined that the question was one 
which he was justified in deciding upon the grounds 
of immediate policy, rather than upon any abstract 
principles; and after weighing the consequences of 
the adoption of either course—each being beset with 
its own peculiar difficulties— he resolved that the 
interests of the British Government demanded that 
the aggressiveness of Runjeet Singh should be 
stemmed, and that the lesser chiefs between the 
Sui Lej and Jumna should ho supported. But this 
object was not to he gained by mere passive resist­
ance. “  A  consequence of our refusing our assent 
to Runjeet’ s proposal,”  wrote Lord Minto, must 
be the necessity of our affording open and imme­
diate protection to the Sikhs, and ran ploying a m ili­
tary force for that purpose. Tor to declare that we

Nation for -which he -was originally aatisfic' ion on the point of his inaaafl 
deputed. f o r  thj.“. there are never operations hyaetunlly r  vrosRins the 
•wan ii !■ sufflei nt m aun. It will Ik - S u t l e j . " - - | _ .V M e m o ra n d a  o f  Loro 
Uiuiki, i f  eonm', to suspend JieRotia- M n t f* ,']  
tirni!) until Htti'joot Sinpli ha* given its

#
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do not consent to the proposed conquests, and at t lie 
same time to look on whilst they arc achieved, is a 
contradiction calculated alike to alienate the Sikhs 
and to provoke the enmity of Runjeet Singh. J’iiat. 
wo should advance,”  he added, u a body 0 1  troops to 
the Sutlej, and take part in that river in concert and 
connexion with the principal Sikh chiefs, i  should 
not think in itself a disadvantage, hut in our present 
circumstances the reverse.”* The Governor-General 
did not conceal from himself that this measure 
might precipitate an open collision with Runjeet, 
but he was prepared to abide the result.

Iu  the mean while, Runjeet Singh, having’ taken 
possession of Tureed-kote, was dragging tho British 

fission hither and thither, still evidently desirous 
that its preseu.ee should seem to sanction liis ag­
gressive proceedings, until Metcalfe demanded that 
the Rajah should name some fitting place where 
the 'Mission might remain encamped until Runjeet 
had completed his operations, and was in a position 
again to give himself uninterruptedly to the pending 
negotiations. After much further discussion leading 
to no result, and some wild propositions at which 
Metcalfe only laughed,f it was agreed that the

* MS. Memo» anJu of Lord Mmta. the lath. should be held in pawn until
t  Among others’ w'.ia a proposi .ion redeemed by the ratifieu um of the 

to the efiVet that Me tcialfe should re- 1’orir.erl It wa* with rdereix e to one 
turn to Calcutta, taking with him one of these conferences Con tli rath of 
of the Sikh chiefs a* llunjcet’s VV ..tool O c t o b e r )  that Metcalfe wrote Unit the 
(or a''cnt), mid finish the negotiations oonfusi m pro w e d  Vv theeagerness 
at the Preriiildncv. This Meicailfe uf eight Siku comtemars to aeelaro 
treated ns iv -  humorous proposal/’ their opinions v  3 aluvtirt subl n i.
A u .ti-cr uebeiu c p u t f« rth  by the S ik h s  “  I  h op  v o ip  h e  sui i. “  tw co m  c u r  ;e
was that two trc dtieB ahouLdb-‘irrtvrn assemblage 01 n. ' \ 1,1 v u
tip oneaocordin"t»Bu»icet’« wishca, eight arc endeavot. v  hy aU manner 
one m rord n w  to OUT uWU~oUd S»f « f  M W *  * • « « » * •  »

T 2
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British Mission should halt at Gongrona, a place 
between the Sutlej and the Jumna, about twenty- 
miles south-east' from Loodhianah, until Runjeet 
had done his work. The Sikh army was now 
moving upon TJ mb all ah, and thus bringing itself 
into dangerous proximity to our own frontier-station 
of Kurnal.*

A  lull in the more strenuous activities o f the 
Mission enabled Charles Metcalfe not only to take 
a comprehensive survey o f past transactions, to 
clear up in bis letters to Government any uncer­
tainties or obscurities which his previous communi­
cations might have presented, and to draw up elabo­
rate reports on the character o f Runjeet Singh and 
the resources of his country,! but also to devote 
some time to his private correspondence. In  the 
middle of November he had received the distressing 
intelligence of the death of his aunt Richardson, to 
whom he was. deeply attached. Some letters written 
by him at this time to his afflicted uncle, and to his

° TlcW tl'e Ministers being all means by which he contrived to 
agf  tu, '.ll3l ’,n> before their master scrape his ordnance together. “  Ib e  

, W  their skill and Rajah’s attachment to gun » w to 
^ b y r e n ' e n  C° m'  Metoalfc to Government, “ and bis
wbicb' w a! preceded by a prTe™ ? 7 a  g S ! 0"  «  "e ig h t, « *  both so 
horse from the Kajalvs stable. H u  rt- • n.e' er miss n .0P"
was halo argument . n cither •i,ie j, J 0 Ob.oining a gun. It he 
The subject bad been ropoatedi. 1f®1n, gu.n 111 anX fuTt>
cussed, and nothing now remained to fort to * *  at the gun^or

* A t  one or the conferences be- W m m c Z t H v ’r  ST ,hc
tween Metcalfe: and the Sikh M ii.i«. gun froin the will m j  Ju’mo* nts t!,o 
ter-, the latter hud been arlccd whether him, ^ a n  addiUon o f c *  »  , « « «

i ■ . longed to I?,; boastJd to nic J k e T that In r'-'V
the British Governm .• thoR m ahof Putta, U t f li  ,1,.aJ

f  There is an amusing passage in a fine gnnTwhlch tli f  a h ™  
one there reports relati •; to Run to rescue for st. ,0 0 0  runeV,’ ^  “ hed 
jeet’s appreciation of prtiUery, an'l th< lc  3*

• GoiZ'X
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“  dear and now, alas ! only aunt,”  Mrs. Monson,* 
express tlie strengtli of liis grief. He was eager at first 
to know, whether his “  dear dear aunt in her illness 
ever thought of him ? W ith her mind,”  he added, 
“ occupied by thoughts of her children and her be­
loved sisters, I  cannot expect that she did.”  But 
all thoughts of his own sorrows passed away as he 
dwelt on the sufferings of the husband and sister, 
and prayed that they might be comforted and sus­
tained by Him, who alone has power to wipe away 
all tears from our eyes. “  May the Ruler o f all 
things,” he wrote to his uncle, “  give you patience 
and fortitude to support you under the heavy 
pressure. ‘ And now, Lord, what is my hope, truly 
my hope is even in thee. In  the midst of life we arc 
in death. Of whom may we seek succour but of 
thee, O Lord ? Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, for they rest from their labours.’ ” t

Whilst Metcalfe, thus halting at Gongrona, was 
dividing his thoughts between his public business 
and his private sorrows, Runjeet was extending his 
dominion over the more helpless o f the Cis-Sutlej 
chiefs. Many of them, unequal to resistance, ac­
knowledged that they were Ins subjects, that they 
held tlieiv possessions only by virtue of his grant, 
and contributed their guns to the Rajah’s collec­
tion; whilst others obtained temporary immunity for

* Mrs. Richardson and the Hon. f  Novembtr, 1808, Camp Gongrom.—
Mrs. Monson, then widow of Colonel In this letter Metcalfe says: “  I f  iny 
Monson, of whom Charles Metcalfe mission should soon end, which is 
said, o he was always an affectionate possible, 1 shall endeavor to join you 
undo and hind friend to me,”  were at Banda to share your sadness.” 
sisters of Lady Metcalfe.

' G°^ \



themselves by aiding him in these acts of spoliation.*■ 
But lie still had time to think of the British Mission, 
wrote courteous letters to Metcalfe, “ evinced a desire 
to be friendly and conciliatory;” !  and was sincerely 
desirous to protect the Mission against any incon­
venience that might result from the turbulent cha­
re cter o f the people .surrounding their camp. t. Before 
the end of November, the restless chief had sent back 
his infantry and his guns to Gongrona, and purposed, 
after a friendly interviewwith the Rajah of Puttealah, 
to make his way to TJmritsur and Lahore, and there 
to rest himself in the lap of pleasure after the 
fatigues of war and the anxieties o f public business.

* ‘ -Including,” wrote Metcalfe to ever, had not at first the desired result, 
f l  -■’• eminent, “  those chief's who have In  a subsequent letter Metcalfe wrotes 
attended him in this expedition, his “ The Rajah’s infantry and guns liavo 
sovereignty has been completely ac- been at this place for some days. A s  
Itnowledged by all the Sikh chiefs they were sent by the Rajah for the 
w o!, two exception:!”— the Rajah of avowed purpose of destroying certain 
X’uttcalah and Tliancrur. villages which had been represented

t  “  Being informed that Gongrona to him as having behaved in a disre- 
w.v not a pleasant situation, he wrote spectful manner to me, I  endeavored 
to me,” said Metcalfe, “ in the most to prevent their advance, but did not 
civil manner, to request that I  would succeed, as Kureera Singh, the poa- 
move to another place, which was sessor of the tents of Gongrona, had a 
ascertained to he better; but finding strong interest in persuading them to 
Gongrona sufficiently agreeable, I (lid come on. On their arrival 1 had some 
not think it necessary to move.” difficulty in preventing their attack -

1 “ It happened,” wrote Metcalfe, ing the villages. The commanders in- 
11 L *n taking the air one evening formed me that they had positive 

I  w ay hred upon from a village by orders to plunder the villages, aud 
mistake. I  his trivial circumstance put to death the inhabitants. J saw 
m u  reported to the il»iah and mag- their instructions under tlio se.il of 
m.ied. hi consequence, lie gave orders Bhujeet blngh givina rdi . for their 
to the command, rg ol lug infantry and guidance, and even laying down the 
guns, on detaching them from Shu- plan of attack, and triying intelligence 
bab..; t on their return to the. Punjab, of the force that they might S  
to attend me, and wrote to me to to be opposed to them. l4 tu n a t !ly , 
du«n-e that I  would cause them to the Bteah had written other imtrue- 
pluuder anl destroy any v.lUyc that tion. desiring ti.em to obey my 'o ,. , 
hfld behaved ui .. Uisrer.pctUul man- which have enabled * » V 2  
ntr. A l Ur  thuuiuii;'ii.io b o '1 kind - (oir.ni.uuU and wrilun inpimdioin to 
ness, 1 requested him to forgive afaulf, restrain tin m until tin- result of mv 
Which had proceeded from inadver- reference to the I{aiah m-,v 
tencyand tho divided stateof the coun- known.”  
trv.” This humane int vR renew, how-
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It  was at tliis time that Metcalfe learnt the results 
o f the deliberations which had been held in Calcutta 
at the close o f the preceding month. The Chief 
Secretary communicated to him that Lord M into had 
determined to resist llunjeet’s efforts to subjugate 
the Cis-Sutlej States, and that henceforth 1hese 
petty principalities were to he under British pro­
tection. The letter which announced this impor­
tant intelligence was followed by a communication 
to the same effect to Bunjeet himself, sent through 
the Belli! Besident, couched in the ordinary lan­
guage of diplomatic flattery, hut sufficiently unmis- 
takeable in its import and decided in its tone. The 
ambitious Sikh was now called upon to arrest his 
career o f conquest in the country between the Sutlej 
and the Jumna, and to surrender the places which 
he had recently wrested from tin; petty chiefs. But 
Metcalfe, still anxious to achieve the objects o f his 
mission without violence, and believing that Bunjeet 
was already on his way back to the capital, deter­
mined to delay the communication of the Governor- 
General’s resolution, in the hope that the Rajah’s 
withdrawal from the scene o f his recent conquests 
might appear rather a spontaneous act upon his part 
than one forced upon him by the implied menaces 
o f the. British Government.* The uncertainty and

Mr. Metcalfe to M r. Mdmmsto e, form his advanced guard, wore o i -  
- "̂Vemher 27,180«.— “ W hen I received camped in this place, which is within 
your instructions of the 31st ol' O c- a forced m aiih  from the Sutlej and 
toller, 1 had every reason to expect the Rajah hi'i-elt'vaeEghtly nuippod 
ti'n instant return o f llunjeot Singh with toe seeming and avowed inten­
se Xuihoru from Ids own eommawtnor tiou of advancing. Under the' 
t i ins to me, as well as from general cuuistano •<, it appeared to me that if 
opinion and actual appearances. ILis th Uajul should uamediatilyri cross 
w lantry and ^.uns, which generally the Sutlej with his army, and remove



i l l  <SL
280 the  mission  t o  Lah o re .

the impulsiveness, which marked Runjeet’s, conduct, 
rendered Metcalfe, however, sceptical of the real 
intentions of the Rajah; and doubting whether he 
would return immediately to his capital, he wrote to 
him that he desired an interview at Eesroo, which 
lay on the road to Umritsur. The request was 
readily granted, but before the appointed time Run- 
jeet had once more changed his resolution. He was 
tired of business. He was eager again to enjoy the 
delights of the wine-cup and the Zenana. He had 
exchanged turbans as a token of amity with the 
Rajah of Puttealah; and he had now little else to 
do. So he wrote to Metcalfe proposing a meeting 
on the Sutlej. But before the British Envoy had 
reached the banks of the river, Runjeet had again 
changed his mind, and was moving in hot haste on 
the wings of love to Umritsur. His confidential 
physician-minister, Rizeezoodeen, was left behind to 
invite Metcalfe to follow him ; and on the 10th of 
December the British Mission arrived at the holy 
city.5*

Iii3 troops from all positions menacing cuscs for not being at Eesroo ; and 
to the safety and independence of the proposing a meeting on the Sutlej, 
chiefs whom It 13  the intention of Before I reached that river lie had 

I * * * .  om- of the continue I his march with p r i s i n g  
most important objects of my in- rapidity toUmritsur.wlKTe he arrived 
structions would Le obtained without almost unattended ’in two or three 
»uy immediate in t e n s io n  of ami- days. He left Uzeczoodcen To invite

r t ? r ^ r “ued for t,,e dcf<j,,c°
* Mr- Mural/e to Mr. tb iI ' S S ? S w  t o

Ur.mur 1 t . M t t W  On the 2 0 th uit. favorite mistress Mar“ ™ 
diuujt ct Singh .tin me a polite it tter, lie boa been separated ter near v i t e  
incunnirg me that he would he at month*. '

to meet me on the 1st of this 1  .ting after the futi uM ° f  1 teen 
month. Ou the day fixed I received reign/' ‘  6UeS o£ hls
a letter from liin: coni lining his ex-

' e° I ^ \



The delay had not been without its uses. The 
instructions despatched to Metcalfe by the Supreme 
Government at the end of October, and the letter to 
liunjeet Singh sent through the Delhi Resident, had 
been o f a more peremptory and decided character than 
Lord Minto upon further consideration considered it 
expedient to confirm. The letter to the Rajah had 
now been modified into a communication less m e­
nacing in tone, and containing a less undisguised 
exposition o f the intentions of the British Govern­
ment. And when Mr. Edmonstone forwarded a 
copy o f it to Metcalfe, he wrote a private letter 
explaining to him Lord M into’ s wishes regarding 
the future conduct o f his negotiations :

M R . E D M O N S T O N E  T O  M U . M E T C A L F E .

“  Calcutta, November 7, 1808.

“  M y  D E A R  S i r — M r. Scton may perhaps have transmitted 
to you  an English copy o f  a letter to Runjeet Singh, and have 
led you to expect instructions corresponding with the tenor o f 
it. Further consideration, however, has suggested a change in 
come part o f  the proposed system o f  proceeding, and occasioned 
an alteration o f  the letter. I  send you a copy in  its amended 
form. Y our instructions will follow  speedily, and tnc letter 
itself. Y ou  will see that it is wished you should remain; and 
I  will state in very few words what 13 intended. Government 
is satisfied that Runjeet Singh will never be the cordial friend 
o f  the British Governm ent; an engagement with him for co­
operation would be mere waste paper. H is character, e induct, 
and views are such as to render it for our interest that his 
government were subverted. But we shall do nothing to pro­
mote that object. It would hardly be justifiable to do so; at 
t-lie same time, it is desirable not to be embarrassed with on- 
ga. oin :nts which m ight compel us to assist him against internal

INSTRUCTIONS FROM GOVERNMENT. l
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rebellion . Our ob je ct m ust be  at present to  rem ain as tree as 
possible w ithout break ing w ith  R u n jeet. I t  is n ot, therefore, 
desirable to  accelerate the negotiation . T h e  lon ger it  is kept in  
suspense the b e tte r ; and on  the plea o f  aw aiting the result o f  
you r report to  G overn m en t that h e has w ithdraw n his arm y,

, disclaim ed any in terruption  to  the C abul M ission, and treated 
y o u  as an accred ited  M in ister o f  a great State ou gh t to be  
treated, y o u  can p rop erly  and  plausibly suspend the conclusion  
o f  engagem ents. T h o u g h  I  apprehend from  y o u r  despatch 
N o . 2 9 , ju st received , that y o u  m ay have g on e  too  Car u nder 
you', form er instructions to adm it o f  this course.

“  T roop s w ill be sent to the frontier as was at first announced 
in the letter to  R u n je e t ; hut it  is n ow  th ou ght best to suspend 
any notification  to h im  o f  this arrangem ent, so y o u  are to  k n ow  
n oth ing o f  these matters.

“  A s  it m ay b o  o f  im portance that y o u  should k n o w  the 
general outline o f  the in tended proceedings as soon  as possible,
1 write this hurried letter, w h ich  w ill answer the purpose until 
the instructions can be com pleted.

“ I  rem ain, w ith  great regard  and esteem ,
“  Yours most sincerely,

“  B . E d j io n s t o n e .”

On the evening of his arrival, at Umritsur, Met­
calfe, taking with him the Governor-General's letter, 
visited Runjeet Singh. But the Rajah was in no
2 nood tor business. He was in the midst of a riotous 
career of self-indulgence. Instead of attending to 
the affairs of State which had called the British 
Envoy to his presence, he sent for his dancing-girls ; 
and soon afterwards, the wonted strong drinks were 
i1 rod need. In vain did Metcalfe call tlio attention 
of the Rajah to the business on which he had come; 
in v ain did he speak of the Governor-General’s letter 
of which ho was the bearer. Runjeet was willing to
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receive the letter, hut he was not prepared to read it.
“  The evening was devoted to mirtli and pleasure.”
The Rajah was in a genial humor— full o f cordiality 
towards his English visitor; familiar in manner, 
friendly in speech. Metcalfe, with right diplomatic 
address, entered into the spirit of the scene, within 
the limits of becoming hilarity: and when he took 
Ids departure, it was obvious to Mm that the Rajah 
and his friends were “  incapacitated for business.” *

But Runjeet Singh, drinking and revelling with the 
unopened letter o f the Governor-General beside him, 
was as a man singing and dancing upon a loaded 
mine. "Whether he had any suspicion of its actual 
contents, and was disinclined to mar the pleasurable 
excitement of the life to which he bad now tempo­
rarily abandoned himself, content to live in the 
rapture of the present moment, and to lull all cor­
roding anxieties to rest, can be only matter o f con­
jecture. But the morrow passed away, and still 
Metcalfe heard nothing of the effects of the letter.
Bo he wrote the Rajah a note under his own band, 
of which the following is a translation; a not- 
giving no uncertain sound, but clearly and deeisiv 
stating the stage to which the discussion had 5 

been brought, and the dangers which stared tlie 
Sikh in the face :

-M /c transmitted ly  Mr. Metcalfe to the d  'jait o f  Lahore on 
12th December, ISOS,

“ I  duly coummnicated to the R ight Honorable the ( k -  
vtmor-General the proposition brought forward by the Muh..- 
ruiah respecting the country between the Sutlej and Jumna, 
and fully explained all the views o f  die Maha-rajr.h on il

* Mr. Met-: life lo Mr. EJmo7istone, December 11, 1808.
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point. I  have now received his Lordship’s commands to state 
his sentiments in reply.

“  His Lordship has learned with great surprise and concern 
that the Maha-rajah aims at the subjection o f chiefs who have 
long been considered under the protection o f the power ruling 
in the north o f Hindostan, and is more especially astonished to 
find that the Maha-rajah requires the assent o f the British 
Government to the execution o f this design.

“ B y the issue o f a war with the Mahrattas, the British 
Government became possessed o f the power and rights for­
merly exercised by that nation in the north o f  Hindostan.

-A.t that time the Maha-rajah had no claim on the country 
between the Sutlej and Jumna. In an early period o f that 
contest a communication was received from the Mai, i-rajah by 
the late Lord Lake, which proposed to fix the Sutlej as the 
boundary between the British Government and his; which is 
a clear proof that the Maha-rajah in those days was well aware 
t .at the country in question was dependent on the power para­
mount in the north o f Hindostan.

“  Since the British Government has come into this situation, 
it lias relieved the chiefs between the Sutlej and Jumna from 
1 >'ibute, and that degree o f subserviency which they were used 
to pay to the Mahrattas, and has allowed them to carry on 
their own concerns without interference or control. But this

x.-rality on the part ol the British Government was meant for 
benefit o f these chiefs, not for their injury. It was never 
dcd tllat t,le forbearance o f the British Government should 

be iafc.-n advac' ye 01 by another power to oppress and subju­
gate those whom the British Government wished to protect and 
relievo.

“ In 'H V . therefore, to the Maba-rajab’s requisition, it is 
hereby declared that the British Government cannot consent 
that these chiefs should be subj ugated by tlic Maha-rajali, or any 
other power; and it is hereby announced that those chiefs, 
according to established custom, arc, and will remain, under the 
protection o f the British Government.

• e< W \



“  Exclusive o f these considerations, which are suflicicnt to 
demonstrate the just principles hy which the determination o f  
the British Government is swayed, there are circumstances in 
the conduct o f the Malia-rajah in bringing forward his proposal, 
which would, in any case, make it impossible to comply with it.

“  The British Government sent an Envoy to the Maha-rajah 
to give him information o f a great danger, and to other the 
assistance o f the British Government to repel it, and made cer­
tain propositions to the Maha-rajah, which were particularly 
calculated to promote his interests. The Maha-rajah, for reasons 
which arc not discernible, did not receive those propositions 
with the same confidence and cordiality with which they were 
made, but in reply brought forward a demand for the assent o f 
the British Government to the subjugation o f  chiefs connected 
with it, and made a compliance with that demand the condition 
o f his assent to the friendly propositions o f  the Governor- 
General. It would be unworth}' o f  the dignity o f  the British 
Government to comply with any demand so brought forward.

“  Besides this, the Maha-rajah, instead o f making a reference 
to the British Government on this subject, and waiting for a 
reply, proceeded to execute his intention o f  subjugating the 
chiefs, and taking the country which were the objects o f the 
reference, thus apparently endeavoring 10 secure his object 
whether the reply should be favorable or not.

“ In making the reference, the Maha-rajah showed that he well 
knew that without the consent o f the British Government he 
had no right to invade the country between the Sutlej and the 
•Tumna, for i f  this had not been the case, there would not have 
been any necessity to make the reference. It was, therefore, 
peculiarly inconsistent with the respect due to the British 
Government, and an improper return for the friendly confi­
dence which that Government had reposed in the Maha-rajah, 
to proceed to seize the object o f his requisition without so much 
as waiting for a reply.

“  This is quite contrary to the established practice amongst 
states, which >equires that when one power makes a reference

I f  |  <3L
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tc v another it sliould await the result o f  that reference. This 
principle is so clear, and according to the rules o f  common 
respect so indispensable, that it is surprising that the Maha-rajah 
should not have attended to it. I  have repeatedly endeavored 
to impress it on the Alalia-rajah's mind, but without success.

“  Moreover, the Maha-rajah proceeded to execute his plans 
without giving any notice to me, and although he carried his 
arms close to the conflncs o f the British territories, never mad : 
any candid communication to me o f  hi? designs, hut sometimes 
even assigned a different intention from that which afterwards 
appeared.

“  In addition to these circumstances, the Maha-rajah’s beha­
viour towards me, the representative o f the British Government, 
was in other points neither consistent with the respect due to a, 
friendly state. The Maha-rajah will find in his own breast an 
explanation o f this observation, and his recollection will point 
it .0 the facts which have caused it. It is unnecessary in this 
place to particularise them; suffice it to  say that they consti- 
tuted a violation o f the rules established for the intercourse 
between states.

“  Under all these circumstances, even if  the Maha-rajah’s 
demand had been in itself unexceptionable, it would have been 
impossible to comply with it.

• 1 am directed by the Right lion , the Governor-General to 
! "ol - against the invasion o f  the country between the Sutlej 

M  ill-'. Jumna, in the name o f the British Government; and 
iurthoi, to declare that the British Government cannot acknow- 

any right in the Maha-rajah to any territories that he may 
l l^en possession ol situated between the Sutlej and the 

Junm:. since the first rclcrenco o f this question Lo the British 
Government.

“  Maneuver, the Governor-Gem ml feels himself authorised to 
expect, and entertains no doubt, that the Maha-rajah will restore 
all the places that he has taken possession o f  since that period
1 .. tire formi r possi -or:, and will confine his army to the ririit 
bank o f the Sutlej, since he can have no object in maintaining
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it on the left bank, except to overawe and subjugate the cb, 
situated between that river a n d  the Jumna, who are now d- 
dared to be under the protection o f  the British. Government.

‘ ! J]-, expressing these sentiments, I  am directed to inform 
the Maha-rajah that the British Government is desirous o f  main­
taining the most amicable relations with his Government, and 
wishes that the friendship subsisting between the two states 
may daily improve and increase. The British Government 
desires no country for itself. It lias enough, and its only am­
bition is to improve the territories which it possesses, and to 
promote the happiness o f its subjects. I t  wdshes to live in 
amity with all mankind. It cannot consent to tlie subjugation 
o f  chiefs who arc closely connected with it, and have claims on 
it for protection. A t  the same time, it entertains the most 
friendly designs toward- the Maha-rajah, with whom, notwith­
standing the just causes o f  complaint which the Maha-rajah s 
conduct has afforded, it is anxious to culiivate the relations of 
intimate and cordial friendship.

“  I  trust that the Malm-rajah will duly appreciate the friendly 
sentiments o f  the R ight H on. the Governor-General, and meet 
them with reciprocal cordiality and confidence, so as to give 
an acourancc that for the future the rights and privileges o f  the 
representative o f  the British Government shall be respected 
according to tlie established usage between states, and that the 
intercourse between the two Governments shall he carried on 
in the spirit o f  mutual confidence and friendship. ’

O f this unmistak?ahle communication Metcalfe’ s, 
confidential m< onsltec was the hearer. It was soon 
apparent that the contents of the Governor-Gcnr-al s 
letter were utterly unknown to the Rajah, who on 
perusing the Envoy’s note seemed to stagger unde.'1 
it, as though under the influence o f a sudden 
shock.’ ’ But it was a shock o f a salutary nature.
It seemed to sober liim. He spoke oi the comtun
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..cation more humbly and more reasonably than, 
.udging by his foregone behaviour, there was any 
ground to expect. He appeared sensible of the 
impropriety of his conduct towards the Mission, and 
believed, or pretended to believe, that the determina­
tion of the British Government had been forced 
upon it by his want of courtesy towards its repre­
sentative, rather than by his bearing towards the 
petty states. And he indulged the hope that a more 
favorable reply to his demands would speedily be 
despatched to his Court.

The following day was fixed upon for an interview 
with the British Envoy, but it brought, after the old 
fashion, only excuses for delay. The Rajah had 
determined to proceed at once to Lahore, and he 
invited Metcalfe to accompany him. It was evi- 
dentlyllunjett’s object to gain time. Other thoughts 
were distracting his mind. There were dangers and 
difficulties bristling at his own door. He had hoped 
for a little while in the arms of his favorite mistress 
to forget all of royalty except its sensual delights. 
But that, which was to have been to him only a 
source of refreshment and repose, became the excit- 
ing cause of unexpected trouble and alarm. His 
favorite was a Mussulmanee dancing-girl. It may 
have been in the plenitude of her Mahomedan zeal— 
or t may have been in the mere wantonness of 
power—that either by force or persuasion, she had 
recently converted a Hindoo to the faith of Islam, 
or at least subjected him to its external ritualities. 
The act, from whatever feeling it may have resulted, 
threw Umritsur into a ferment of excitement. The

('(I) | <SL
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shops of the holy city were closed. The priests of 
the great temple issued their manifestoes, and for­
bade the people, under a ban of excommunication, 
to open them and return to their wonted business.
The houses of the Mussulmanee dancing-girls—in 
expiation of the offences of one of their tribe— were 
plundered by the outraged Hindoos. There was a 
great strife between the Temporal and the Spiritual 
power; and the former was worsted in the encounter.
So Itunjeet was fain to withdraw himself from the 
scene of turmoil, and to make his escape to Lahore.*

And thither Metcalfe speedily followed him. But 
the change of scene did not induce a change of con­
duct. Itunjeet still maintained a cautious silence, 
and “  found fresh excuses for delaying his answer to 
the demands that had been made upon him” by the 
British Government. At length, on the 17th of De­
cember, just as the Envoy was writing a letter, 
peremptorily calling upon the Rajah to declare his 
intentions without longer delay, a message ol invita­
tion came from the Sikh, and Metcalfe proceeded 
to his presence. But even then the old reserve was 
upon him. Runjeet appeared careworn and thought­
ful, and little inclined to address himself to allairs 
of State. His troubles had followed him from U m- 
ritsur to Lahore. The Hindoos were thronging 
round the walls of his palace, and sitting dhurna at 
his gates.t He was ready, therefore, with more 
excuses, and eager for more delay. He told Metcalfe

* Ur. Metcalfe to Mr. EJmmstt'M, fasting mid prayer at a man' door 
December 14, 1808. — an expressive kind of practical

t  -to sit u dhurna ” is to sit jii curse*

VOL. I . U



n<SL
that Ills attention liad been much engaged by the 
disturbances at TTmritsur and Lahore; that he had 
had to dismiss his chiefs and followers to their homes; 
that several of those with whom he was in the habit 
of consulting were absent, and that, to say the truth, 
after four months’ campaigning he felt an inclina­
tion for some rest.” * And all that Metcalfe, pressing 
him sorely, could extract from him was the old pro­
mise that he would see him, and make “  a full com­
munication on the following day.”

But with the new day, after the old fashion, came 
new excuses, ltunjeet’s Ministers had tried to re­
concile Metcalfe to the eccentricities of their chief; 
but the English gentleman had answered with be­
coming firmness that, although the eccentricities 
were sufficiently apparent, he could not admit that 
they furnished any justification for his conduct. In 
vain they pleaded that Iiunjcet had never been 
habituated to control—that flushed with continual 
success he had ever regarded himself, and himself 
alone, as the arbiter of his conduct—that he was a 
man of a headstrong and ungovernable nature, and 
t lii'.t some allowances ouglit to be made for him. 
Metcalf was not to ho driven from the position he 
had taken up. The business in hand, he said, was 
an affair between two states, and no considerations 
of personal character should be admitted in justifi­
cation of conduct which violat d the rights and 
lowered the dignity of the Government which ho

]/;■. /;/.. A M r. I'rf nonatonr, D . ccmbc 18, 1808.
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represented.* And lie desired the Sikh Minister to 
inform his master that he was surprised at the re­
peated excuses lie had received, and impatient o f 
' urther delay. But in spite o f this, on the following 
morning, Runjeet’s confidential advisers again ap­
peared before Metcalfe as the bearers o f further ex­
cuses, and to request one more day’s delay. Everv- 
f hmg, they announced, was in train for the conclusion 
<’1 the business, and now, at last, procrastination was 
ct an cnd .f There was, indeed, no longer a pretext 
tor evasion; and so, on the morning of the 20tli o f  

member, the long-delayed conference appeared to 
)e ou tlie point o f accomplishment. But instead o f  

meeting the Rajah himself, Metcalfe met only’a hu ge 
assembly o f his councillors. There was a long and 
animated, but an unsatisfactory debate. The young

* ? ” > passages in Motcalfc’s cor- state them to inv Government t .,
•n y ’.°n“ cnce descriptive o f this scene count for tli. Rajah’s conduct, as am  
t (r,1 quotation. “ I asked,” lie wrote consideration for them would W  inad- 

thc Chief Secretary. “  what expla- roissiblr, Tlie British G o v o  ument, 
rnom'r , uld ,oflfer to m y Govern- I  remarked, could O'dv judg o f the 

fop th?  de,ar  which had taken Rajah by his acts, and if  tli. to wore 
im m m 0, "  i i oT, tho T!ij alK improper, Could not think o f justify-
n S d i n M i o ^ 11 begged me to hear m  ing them by any reference to his cdu- 
cro hid f 0111 tl".' \ar !C8t cation. I  pressed upon tin' attention of

(ii\ •- n "v;lth10U.t contlc 1 lmiuun-ood-dccn that it v, is neor- :rv 
i.MomeIAfotiOU haf ,  111 < * » « • ■ » • • , for * lieM aha-rajahto i\ Qec t that e . eiV 
■ C ic h .m  I t  C'r,\ab e ; t h r  1,t:  !r-d matter pending was between Govern- 
Id. uri il m  DKt0. h n mcut a,ul Government ; a id  that it•' urr . that God had prospered all was indi usable
a , , ^  ^ ' ^ i t h a t h e h a ,  acquired aside tlie notion that he ought net 
the in ■ , 5  g r Uthi°Ut M  rT *  * °  m-'erding to his own pleasure without 
ollowanell , °,tli' r3 : “ ud regard to the rights and dignity m tin
c t Z T .  ouphtTto ,e made for these Bri.ish Government. ’ “
If , f  atI0U9’ } .  observed that the f  One o f the excuses advanced b 
•Bomrh n1''';en̂ ri?  t1C? were W ident Eunjeet was founded on the abscoci. 
aiim . , . , 1  i,U 1 ;it 1 bad been often o f acountiunr— MiUi Singh— in whom 
indeed i " . oni; that they would, he professed great faitn. Tin i umii 
did not Y f F  entortai»ing if they had been summoned <o Lahore, and 
Portant ^  was **•* in * * * * * ire on tho lisjah.
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English statesman had a host o f antagonists, hut he 
was more than a match for them all. H e told the 
Sikh chiefs that the plan which the British Govern­
ment purposed to pursue was conceived hi a friendly 
spirit, and to be prosecuted in a friendly m anner; 
hut that the determination which had been an­
nounced was fixed and irrevocable, and that it were 
well that tliis should be understood by tlicir master.*

The object of this preliminary conference was 
plainly to sound Metcalfe. Bat the councillors re­
tired carrying with them nothing that was likely to 
soothe the apprehensions of then* chief. And when, 
at last, on the following day, the British Envoy met 
B unjeit himself, all that the wily Sikh could do was 
to repeat oft-refuted arguments, and to put unprofit­
able questions. The Bajali asked why we called upon 
him to withdraw from the left bank o f the Sutlej—  
why wo demanded that lie should restore the places 
1 ■ had already captured r And Metcalfe answered 
plainly and firmly, with undeniable logic, that the 
British Government intended to take those princi-

“  I "  A? pressed,”  wrote Metcalfe, intentions. In order to prevent the 
■ to say distinctly whether the de- construction that might be assumed 
mandaoftheJtritishGovernmentv>,-re that my consent would be obtained 
meant to be made amicably or not. t to a protracted discussion o f tho re- 
replicd that that question was on- spcctivc rights o f the British Govern- 
swered by so many circuiiniancts m o t  and the Rajah of Lahore to 
that I wondered it could be put. Why, political supremacy in tho country 
I :ts,.c.d was I heret Why had the between the Jumna and tie- Sutlej, 
Cover: > Generaladdresrej africndly and to convince all present that it 
.. tter to the Rajah? Ahy had I would be in vain to agitate that ques- 
C.veu m a long explanatory note/ non, I declared decidedly that with 
Why »ad the M inn rajah expressed respect to the demands that I had 
bit satisfaction at the contents of mad, I must persist in them and 
these communications, and obstrved could not relax in any decree • that 
that friendly remonstrances could not the orders of my Government 
1.0 produced Without regard ? Of final, and lhat I would T t  "L reb o  
course I i aul tho demands that I  had any discretion.”  
presented  were mads with friendly

f(f)| <SL
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Polities under its protection— and how could they he 
protected when the Rajah threatened them with his 
armies, or had absolutely brought them under his 
rule r But still a decisive answer vras not to he 
elicited. In general terms the Envoy was told that 
an arrangement would be made honorable to both na­
tions ; but Metcalfe saw plainly that no arrangement 
was likely to he made without an appeal to arms.

A  crisis, indeed, was now fast approaching. It 
lias been seen that the British Government had an­
nounced to Metcalfe its intention of moving forward 
a body of troops to take post upon the Sutlej. This 
announcement had not yet been made to Runjeet; 
but the time for a full revelation of our intentions 
seemed now to have arrived. It was doubtful, indeed, 
whether rumors of the threatened movement had 
not already reached the Sikli ruler, for he was col­
lecting troops, seemingly in anticipation of a coming 
struggle. It appeared expedient, therefore, to Met­
calfe to warn the military authorities of the proba­
bility of resistance being offered to the demands of 
the British Government. So he wrote the following 
letter to the Commander-in-Chief, setting forth the 
grounds on which he based bis belief in the likelihood 
of a speedy collision :*

“  To his Excellency lieutenant-General George Hewitt, 
Commander-in-Chief, tyc., Sfe.

“ Lahore, Decembsr 3, 180H.
‘ SlB,—i . . . . It is known to your Excellency that the suhju- 

gallon of the country between the Sutlej and the Jumna is the

i * J ' -  roramcneement of the letter tation of farts with which the m vh r 
uiii'itcu, ns it contains only n reci- is . n.a<ly acqui '.tet!.

m  <$l
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favorite object o f the Rajah’s ambition. His pride is so much 
concerned in maintaining that object, that I have no hesitation in 
offering it as my opinion that nothing but a conviction ol 
the absolute impossibility of disputing the point with us with 
the smallest hope o f success would induce him to assent to our 
demands.

“ It must be supposed that that conviction is impressed on his 
mind, and it is difficult to conceive that he would be so rash as 
to encounter the perils of a contest with the British power.

“ Several considerations, however, exist, in my opinion, to 
oppose the conclusion that he certainly will not offer resistance 
to our projected arrangements. His rooted jealousies will lead 
him to suspect that the arrangements which Government has 
now resolved to adopt are only preliminary to a more extensive 
design o f  conquest in the Punjab, and he may think it not 
more dangerous to be overcome in a struggle, than to submit 

:tly to the result, inevitable, perhaps, in his view o f the in- 
cro:-'ing expansion o f  our influence. He may he induced, by 
his ideas o f honor, to suppose that it will be more creditable 
:o be reduced by a war with a superior power than to yield his 
tuvorite object without a struggle. His knowledge o f the mode­
ration o f the British Government towards a fallen enemy inay 
dimmish in his sight the ultimate dangers o f a contest; and a cer­
tain degree o f  confidence which he reposes in his fortune, and a 
belief in the infallibility o f predestination, may afford some 
encouragement to las elated mind to incur the hazard of a wav.

“  The delay which he still makes does not appear to mo to 
atlbrd any certain indication o f his disposition; because, although 
he might intend to assent ultimately to our demands, he would 
naturally wish to try the ellects o f procrastination and negotia­
tion; and although he might be determined to resist them, he 
would still wish to gain time.

“  I understand, however, that lie has issued orders to collect 
> roups; and under the circumstance o f his delaying to make any 
satisfactory reply to our requisitions, this -.top, unaccoinpaua d 
by .,ny explanation, cannot bear any favorable interpretalif n.
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cl, it appears to me to be offensive, anil I  shall think 
I f  authorised to require an account ot it. Even this mea 

re, however, may proceed more from fear and suspicion than 
irom a determination to oppose us.

“  W ith  reference to all the considerations stated in this 
despatch, I  think it my duty to submit to your E xcellency’s 
notice my opinion that actual circumstances do not afford 
sufficient ground to entertain a confident expectation that 
Runjeet Singh will assent, without opposition, to the arrange­
ments which Government has determined to adopt.

“ I  shall transmit to your Excellency the earliest intelligence 
o f  any decisive turn that may take place in the Rajah’s conduct.

“  I  have not yet announced to him the resolution adopted by 
Government to advance a detachment towards the Sutlej; but 
I propose to make that communication this day, and perhaps 
the result o f it will enable mo to offer to your Excellency some 
more certain information.

I  have the honor to be, with great respect,
“ Your Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant,

“  G . T .  M e t c a l f e .”

Having despatched this letter, Metcalfe’ s next 
care was to intimate distinctly and decisively to 
Runjeet Singh, that the British Government pur­
posed, without further delay, to advance a military 
force to t lie hanks of the Sutlej. The game was now 
nearly played out. On the 22nd of December the 
British Envoy and the Sikh Rajah wore again fact1 
to face. The communication was made. Riuijed 
told his attendant chiefs to consider of the matter; 
and, under the influence of self-control such as lie 
rarely exercised, fell into friendly conversation with 
the English gentleman. Several questions were 
: died concerning tin British detachment— wind 
would he its strength r— where it would he posted—

• G0 (* X
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whether at Loodliianali, or what other place ? 
all o f this Metcalfe answered, that the details of 
movement were matters of future consideration. ± 
hint from the consulting chiefs here drew the Rajah 
aside. A  brief conversation between them ensued. 
Then Runjeet, having ordered Uzeezoodeen to state 
his opinions to the British Envoy, left the room, 
mounted his horse, and with what appeared to 
Metcalfe “  surprising levity,”  began prancing about 
the court-yard of his residence.* There was good 
reason afterwards to think that this was less an 
indication of levity than of the strong feeling which 
was working within him.

Whilst. Runjeet was caracolling about the court­
yard, Uzeezoodeen delivered his master’s message.
It was not a conciliatory one; and it was not given 
in a conciliatory manner. The Rajah, he said, had 
flattered himself that the intercourse between the 
two states would be conducive to his welfare; but

* Metcalfe’s words arc: “ On a hint vated summer-room, in which the 
hom the party aside, the Rajah with- conference had taken place, and in an 
< rc« to join them; and alter a eon- incredibly short space of time, Sir 
sulfation, >ent them to me with n. Charles Metcalfe saw him on iiorsc- 
me.-mge. and proceeded himself with back, at the head of his immediate 
-v f ’ rrom 1»0«itJr h,:'1 1 orse suite, galloping in the most furious
j a rS * ,  ^  ‘ h ?ourt-y « i  °f manner over the plain below. When 

residence. lam the more par- he had thus digested his spleen he re • 
Ocular in giving the exact words of turned, and after telling t o Envoy 
he writer, inasmuch as that this story that lie always took ' this e x u lo l
Sa,”  75Rrss&sus g ro -Js ft-w 5than any other incident in Metcalfe  ̂ submit i ' 'tcrminatlon ,0
life. The current version of the dory of the " « W “ « U
is this, Whirl, I find in a leading article story is so' m.r h mo™“ trikina and 
«» the J u -  new*paper, written in picturesque ihr.i tliat whi h tRi 1 December, 1839: ‘ S' lien these tern . given in u,e *,.xt A 1 , A  f mvc 
were propounded to him, Runj,. t, really sorry to substitute t lm h ^ "  
after a si,on and in. do attempt to lior ,-rsion which 1 bayĵ  found "  
overbear the Dnlish Ambassador, Metcalfe’s own handwriting win■ n 
rushed out of an opart- ,-nt, an ole- on the day after the h . o M e K S

' Cô \
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f  this, in reply to a friendly application, he 
\ xivcd a message of so extraordinary a nature, 
he did not know what to make of it. What 

is the use, it was asked, of a small post on the
Sutlej P__surely such a demonstration would not
deter the French from advancing. To this Metcalfe 
replied, that all idea of deterring the French was 
out of the question— that he had made certain dis­
tinct propositions to the Rajah, and that he called 
for an answer equally distinct. The decided tone in 
which he spoke was not without its effect on the 
Sikh councillors. Runjeet had by this time dis­
mounted and seated himself in another chamber, 
where TJzeezoodeen and his associates waited upon 
him with Metcalfe’s message. What passed there 
can only be conjectured. The consultation was a 
long one; and when the Ministers returned, their 
bearing was strangely altered. They spoke now 
with an affable manner, and in a softened tout1. 
They said that the plan of adva cing a British de­
tachment to the banks of the Sutlej would not be 
opposed by the Rajah, if it were done in concert 
with him, and in a friendly manner. The answer 
was, that if the requisitions of the British Govern­
ment, from which the Envoy would on no account 
recede, were complied with, everything would be 
done in a friendly manner. Again the councillors 
sought the Rajah; and again, after a protracted 
consultation, they returned to the room where Met 
calfe was quietly awaiting them. The answer they 
brought back was move satisfactory than he could 
have anticipated even in lus most sanguine mo-
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mcnts. The Rajah, they said, was confidcj 
friendly intentions, and agreed to all our piv 
“  And so,”  wrote Metcalfe, “  the demands tj. 
had presented, respecting which I had not been a,, 
for a fortnight to procure the least answer, were 
now treated as if they were mere trifles with which 
there was not the smallest difficulty in complying.”

But these were mere idle words—vague generalities 
meaning nothing. On the same evening a deputation 
waited on Metcalfe to inform him that the proposal 
to advance troops to the Sutlej was so extraordinary, 
that the Rajah could not give any definite answer 
to the requisitions of the British Government until 
he had consulted with his chiefs; that he therefore 
purposed to proceed on the following day to Um- 
ritsur; and that he requested the British Envoy to 
to]low him there. At this, Metcalfe, wontedly so 
calm in his outward demeanor, fired up with be­
coming indignation. He thought, with the prophf t 
of old, that he “ did well to be angry.”  He de­
nounced the conduct of the Rajah as mere trickery 
to gain time— trickery often repeated and now well 
understood. He declared that such conduct was 
d icspectful in the extreme to the British Govern­
ment ; that it the Rajah determined to march, in 
ti e midst of the negotiation, lie could not control 
L,m ; but that against such a proceeding he car- 
uest-ly and indignantly protested

ih remonstrance was not without its offset. The 
} nxijffi at ' movement to Umritsur was abandoned 
and the negotiations were resumed. But there was 
still the old system of chicanery at work__still tlip

TIIE MISSION TO LAHORE.
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old excuses and tlxe old delays. Foiled in liis at­
tempts either to overbear or over-readi -Metcalfe in 
oral discussion, Runjeet now resorted to epistolary 
communication. First o f all lie attempted a com­
promise ; but the young English statesman was re­
solute to submit to no half-measures. l ie  called 
for the fulfilment o f the requisitions of the British 
Government without stint or reservation; and his 
unshaken firmness ere long achieved the desired 
victory. Little by little, Runjeet, not without fresh 
displays o f procrastination and evasion, yielded to 
the demands o f  the British Envoy. l ie  saw that 
the announce., lent o f the intended advance o f a 
British detachment was not an empty menace. 
Metcalfe, it has been seen, was in communication 
with the Comniander-in-Cliief, whose hcad-quarte; 
were in Saharunpore ; and under instructions from 
his Excellency, a detachment had been ordered for 
sendee on the banks of the Sutlej. This detachment 
was placed under the command ot the attest man in. 
tho army that could have been nominated for the 
performance o f such a duty. It was placed uuder 
the command o f Colonel David Ochterlony. Early 
in January it was ordered to advance.

The first service to be performed by this force was 
the expulsion o f the Sikh troops from Umballab, 
where a considerable body bad been for some iim > 
posted. But the Rajah promised to withdraw his 
men to his oven side o f the river, and desired M et­
calfe to consider it as done. But Performance, in 
this ease as in others, lagged h r  '.-hind Promise ; 
and Metcalfe, weary of all tills falsehood and fraud,
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came to the determination that the time had come 
for his departure from Runjeet’s Court, if the state 
of the military preparations on the frontier seemed 
to warrant so decided a step. But it was now the 
policy of both parties to temporise, Runjeet was 
collecting troops, and eager to gain time. General 
Hewitt was making his dispositions, and eager also 
to gain time. Metcalfe was recommended to tem­
porise ; and by delay the war was averted. Awed 
by the resolute bearing of his antagonists, the Sikh 
began slowly and reluctantly to fulfil the conditions 
demanded by the British Government. On the 6th 
of January, one of Runjeet’s chiefs was despatched 
to Umballahto recall the troops posted there, and to 
make restitution of the place to its rightful owner.

In consequence of this, negotiations were resumed 
at Umritsur, to which place the Court and the 
Mission quietly proceeded in the middle of January. 
Presuming on what he had done in the way of con­
cession, Rturjeet demanded that now a treaty of 
general amity should be concluded, But Metcalfe 
pointed out that other conditions were yet to be 
fulfilled ; that if TJmballah were restored, Kheir and 
Bureed-kote were n o t ; and that he demanded the 
cession of all the territory acquired since the arrival 
of the Mission. It would take long to tell how 
Rnnjeet promised and broke his promises; and how 
from day to day the restitution of these places was 
delayed; how the Sikh continued to demand a 
treaty, and how the British Envoy called for the 
fulfilment of the conditions necessary to the attain­
ment of what he sought. The mouth of January

' G0|^ X



passed away; and the month of February passed 
away. M ilitary preparations t . both sides were ad­
vancing ; but still Metcalfe remained at Bunject’s 
Court— still the negotiations appeared every morning 
to be approaching a favorable issue, and still cvery 
evening it was clear that these appearances had 
been most delusive.*

It  was whilst affairs were in this state that an in­
cident occurred which awakened Uunjeet to a sense 
o f the danger which he would incur by a collision 
with the British troops. A t the end o f February, 
the annual festival o f the Mohurrum  was celebrated 
by the Mahomedan sepoys o f Metcalfe’s escort. It 
is the custom o f the followers o f the Prophet 
sP°nd upon this great occasion considerable sums" 
money on the construction and decoration o f  gigan* 
cars, called Tazeeahs, which arc paraded about 1 
several days in a noisy, obtrusive manner, to the 
great delight o f all true Mahoinedans, who pride 
themselves upon the grandeur o f the eerem on., and 
are little disposed to be stinted in their demonstra­
tions. Now the Mussulman sepoys of M etcalfe’s 
escort, according to the custom of their sect, made a

* A m ong other complaints tlmt forbearance which I have exercised 
im .r w  t0 P lu ( fleet from  tirst to last in m y conurmuieu-

treated Inm like a Ja- tions w ith him -'Considering h u t  I  
g ( .or (or  pensioner). “  lie  (ltu a - have been barely acquitted by my own 
i  °  JS®*ve<* (* °  JldfoozoodwBii) on Governm ent o f  the fault o f  currying 

’uiU:, that when hetuade any pro- m oderation to a  disgraceful length - - 
i ’0*;1 ’ i  lcd that I  had no an t ho- and considering, moreover, that tho 

1 ;V' ,)llt " hen L brought forward m y  late proceedings at tl.’.s Court have 
wn proposals, I issued my commands put m y patience to a severer trial 

I'm as authorital *voly as if  he wer.- than it had ever lx fore undergone. I 
^ a Jagecrilar.”— “ Oonaidering," did not expect this charge from  tho 

v .'y ®  "L teaife , “ the efforts which 7 Rajali.” —  LV r. Mclcal/,: to M r . .?’</• 
are alwa;,s made to con I;rite the momtom, Junaam 4, 180!!.]
'ja u - considering the patience and

v A  S t J,''J COLLISION WITH THE A KALIS. a p f i .  1



Tazeeah at the appointed time, and paraded it about, 
with the usual ceremonies, in the neighbourhood cl 
the Mission camp. For three or four days this 
went on without interruption; and then Metcalfe 
was informed that the display of the Tazeeah gave 
great offence to the priests of the great temple of 
Umritsur. Had he known this before, he would 
have prohibited the celebration of the festival, how­
ever unpopular the prohibition might have been to 
all the Mahomedans in his camp. As it was— as the 
ceremonies were now nearly over— he contented him- 
: elf with giving orders that they should be performed 
('or the future in the most noiseless and unobtrusive 

in n e r , and that the Tazeeah should not be any 
T’c paraded about in public. A ll this was done in 

U cert with Runjeet Singh, who condemned the 
gotry o f the priests; and it was hoped that no 

evil eon sequences would arise from this periodical 
display of Mahomedan zeal. “  I  did everything that 
O' a1 id be done,”  said Metcalfe, reporting the circum­
stances to Government, “  to prevent any offence 
being taken, except destroying the Tazeeah itself. 
That could not be done without exciting great indig­
nation among the Mahomedans; and I  had a right 
to expect tluu v ; bin the precincts of the British 
camp my attendants would be protected by the Go­
vernment in tin free exercise of their religion.”

'  t dl f artbe r to pro, ent the possibility o f a collision, 
it was agreed hr tween Metcalfe and Runjeet that 
iho former should restrain the sepoys from goi g 
'M o the tor n, and the latter should prevent the 

ole from entering the Mission camp. T h '

I® ! <3L
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English gentleman performed his part o f the com­
pact ; the Sikh ruler did not. On the morning of the 
25th of February a party of religious fanatics hah- 
soldiers, half-devotees —  known as Akalis, inarched 
out of the town, with drums heating and colors 
flying, followed by a surging rabble, intent upon 
the plunder of the .British Mission. As they neaicd 
our camp, the escort, headed by Captain Pophani, 
was drawn up in front of it, whilst Metcalfe sent 
out some persons to parley with the excited Sikhs. 
Still, however, they continued to advance in the 
same menacing attitude, and presently opened a 
brisk lire on the British camp. It took immediate 
effect. Our men were dropping in the ranks. A here 
was now no time to be lost. Popham proposed tbat 
he should advance upon his assailants; and with 
Metcalfe’s sanction lie attacked them. I he move­
ment was a spirited and a successful one. • nc 
Sikhs were soon flying in confusion, and seeking 
shelter under the walls of the town.

The disturbance was immediately known to Bun 
jeet, who rode out to the British camp, and excited 
himself to quell the tumult. But all his endeavms 
could not quiet the fanatics. A  party of Akalis 
again assembled and marched out of the town, 
threatening another attack on the Mission. Daring 
the rest of the day, and all through the night, they 
continued in force upon the plain; so Bunjeet sent 
< ut a body of his own troops to protect tLie Brnisli 
camp from further outrage. On the following day 
it was removed to a greater distance Pom the town, 
where it remained uuplundcred and unmolested,



whilst the ceremonies of the Mohurrum were pro­
secuted to the end in the quiet manner originally 
intended.

The blood that was shed upon this occasion was 
not shed in vain, llunjeet, who had before seen 
our sepoys in the exercise of mimic war, now saw 
them in the stern realities of action. He learnt, 
for the first time, what was their temper— what 
was their steadiness, what their discipline in actual 
warfare. This little handful of British soldiers had 
routed a vastly superior body of Sikhs; and llunjeet 
began to ask himself how, if the people of Hindostan, 
drilled in the English fashion, could do such things, 
the English themselves must fight; and how it 
would fare with him, if he were to meet many 
thousands of them on the banks of the Sutlej, sup­
ported by their far-reaching guns.

So, although this disturbance of course afforded a 
pretext for some further evasions and delays, 11 un- 
jeet, beset by obstinate doubts and painful self- 
q u e s t io n in g s , goon came to tlie conclusion that a 
war with the Eeringhees was an event not much to 
lie desired. But still it was not in the nature of the 
man to proceed to the performance of his past pro­
mises in a plain, straightforward manner. The old 
shifts, however, could not serve him much longer. 
Our military preparations were advancing; and al­
ready our ittitude was an imposing one. Ochter- 
lony had taken post on the Sutlej, and had issued a 
proclamation, declaring all the Sikh states upon the 
left bank of the river to he under British protection.*

* Thu proclamation bears date I*'obrttary 9, 1809.
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A  strong body of troops, under General St. Leger, 
was ready to move forward to his support. Nor 
was it only Ms confidence in these military prepa­
rations which, at this time, impelled Metcalfe to 
assume a bolder tone in all his negotiations. The 
great object for which he had been despatched to 
Lahore had now ceased to exist. The whirligig of 
Time had rendered an anti-Galilean alliance with 
the rulers of the Punjab a matter of small concern 
to the British-Indian Government. It little mat­
tered now whether Runjeet were our enemy or our 
friend. Prom the path of the British Envoy this 
change in the state of our European politics cleared 
away a jungle of difficulties and perplexities. H e had 
now only to support the dignity of the great nation 
which he represented; and he was not slow to re­
commend the most decided measures, even to the 
extreme one of the invasion of the Punjab. It was 
with no small delight that he flung behind him the 
thought of all further compromises and concessions, 
and prepared to give the signal for the immediate 
commencement o f war. *

* These altered circumstances were impracticable the prosecution of those 
duly announced to Runjeet. W riting, hostile projects against this country, 
subsequently, a letter of rccapitula- against which it was the object of 
tion, Metcalfe said: “ Immediately my mission to provide— that, eonsc- 
aftcr I had the honor of receiving quently, there was no necessity for 
your despatch of the 23rd of January, th conclusion of the treaty wliioh i 
I informed Runjeet Singti, at a con- had formerly proposed, or for any 
jcrcnce which I  had with him, that 1 specific engagements between the two 
had been instructed to intimate to states, who v .t o  already bound by  
him that authentic intelligence had the relations of amity Rnd friendship." 
been received of the French having Tho announcement bu t not much 
sutlercd repeated defeats in Europe effect upon Runjeet. Mcteal'e was 
.'P P d "3 Majesty's armies and those obliged to acknowledge that “ the 

ot his allies; and of their being in Rajah did not express the disappoint- 
embarrassments, which would render ment which he had expected."

V O L . I .  x
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But awed by the proximity of an event which 
must have overwhelmed him in disaster and disgrace, 
and for ever checked his career of ambition, Bunjeet 
was now fulfilling slowly and reluctantly the behests 
of the British Government. In the early part of 
March, Kheir was restored to its legitimate owners; 
and now the restitution of Pureed-kote alone re­
mained. A  series of incidents of the most trivial 
character delayed the accomplishment of this; but 
it was plain to Metcalfe that the Bajah really de­
signed to fulfil his promise, though he was thwarted 
by the trickery or the contumacy of those who, 

"haps, desired to embroil him in a war with the 
British. In January he had talked vauntingly of 
discussing the restitution of Pureed-kote with his 
chiefs, at the head of liis army on the banks o)' the 
Sutlej. But he was now, in March, again abandon­
ing himself to pleasure, and rather sulfering by liis 
remissness, than really designing or desiring, the de­
lays which obstructed the fulfilment of his promise.

Prom this pleasant forgetfulness Metcalfe roused 
him by a missive, which flashed the sunlight into 
his sleeping face. “  The Maha-rajah,”  he wrote to 
him on the 26th of March, “  is revelling in delight 
in tin; Shalimar gardens, unmindful of the duties of 
Friendship. What Ericndsliip requires is not done; 
nor is it doing. I  entertained a great desire and 
hope that the relations of Friendship might he 
firmly established through my mediation. I have 
nothing now remaining in my power but to require 
leave to depart. I, therefore, iu the name of the 
British Govetmm ut, require my dismissal, and trust
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that the Malia-rajat will furnish me with a proper 
escort to conduct me to the British armies, and pre­
vent any aggression on the part ot the Maha-rajah s 
army on the way.”

To this Bunjeet replied that the delights of the 
garden of [Friendship far exceeded the delights of 
a garden of roses— that the demand ot the British 
Envoy for an escort would certainly excite great 
surprise— and that what he desired should imme­
diately be done. And steps were certainly taken to 
do it. But just at the point of consummation, new 
difficulties supervened. A  dispute arose about the 
grain in the fort; and the party sent to hand over 
the place to its old legitimate owners, retired with­
out accomplishing their object. But Bunjeet saw 
that any further obstructions would work grievously 
to his detriment. Metcalfe had written to General 
St. Leger desiring him to expel the occupants of 
Eureed-kote, and hinted to the Rajah that there was 
yet time to prevent this display of force. Through­
out the whole of these protracted negotiations, no 
such potential argument had been used, though 
Bunjeet now protested against it. “  I  must observe,” 
he wrote with a hypocritical naivete which is very 
diverting, “  that when matters are settled in an 
amicable and friendly way, to talk of armies and 
such things is neither necessary nor pleasing to my 
friendly disposition.”  But the “ talk of armies’' 
effected at once what might, by dally lug in the 
"  garden of Friendship,”  have been long delayed; 
and on the 5tli o f April, Metcalfe w rote to the d u e l 
Secretary, “  I bar e the honor to I uform you, that

Y OA



Fureed-kote was finally surrendered to the right 
owners on the 2nd instant.”

So now, after long delays and repeated evasions—  
after a systematic display of the most pitiful tor­
tuosity, which now excited the anger and now the 
contempt of Metcalfe, and rendered necessary the 
exercise not only of consummate ability and address, 
but of the highest patience and forbearance— all 
that the British Government demanded was done 
by the Sikh ruler. And then came the question of 
the treaty. Whilst on the banks of the Sutlej time 
was being wasted in the manufacture of difficulties 
about the surrender of Fureed-kote, on the banks of 
the Hooghly Lord Minto and his councillors were 
discussing the expediency of concluding engagements 
of general amity with llunjeet Singh. At first it 
seemed advisable to them, now that the danger of 
European invasion had passed away, not to encuin- 
ber the Government with any treaties which might 
embarrass their future proceedings. But they sub­
sequently considered, that in the event of all our 
requ ilions being complied with by the Sikh chief, 
it miglit be in some sort an act of justice to him to 
grant the treaty which Metcalfe had led him to ex­
pect, and which he urged the Supreme Government 
to allow ;* whilst at the same time, no great harm 
could result from it if it were unencumbered with

* Thisintention wasfirst announced conditions respecting his troops on 
to Metcalfe in a private letter from this side the Sutlej. T had occasion 
M r. h.lmonstonu, dated March 14, to draw up a Memorandum on the 
1809: “  Your letter of the 15th of subject, and to state in substance the 
Vehruary was received on the 11th, same arguments which I  found so ably 
and it ires yesterday resolved to grant -a te .l in your letter No 0 9 , which 
a treaty to Iiunieet Singh of general uid not arrive till to-day.” 
amity, containing, however, some
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inconvenient details. In  accordance 'with these 
more mature considerations, instructions were sent 
on the 13th of March to the British Envoy, giving 
him authority to conclude a treaty with the .Rajah, 
and forwarding to him the following draft:

“  Draft o f  a Treaty between the British Government and the 
Ltajah o f  Lahore.

“  Whereas certain differences which had arisen between the 
British Government and the Rajah o f Lahore have been happily 
and amicably adjusted, and both parties being anxious to main­
tain the relations o f  perfect amity and concord, the following 
articles o f  treaty, which shall be binding on the ncirs and suc­
cessors o f  the tw o parties, have been concluded, by the agency 
o f  C. T . Metcalfe, Esq., on the part o f  the British Government, 
and o f  [  ] ,  on the part o f  Rajah Runjeet Singh.*

“  A rt. 1 . Perpetual friendship shall subsist between the 
British Government and the State o f Lahore; the latter shall 
be considered, with respect to the former, to be on the footing 
o f  the most favored powers, and the British Government ill 
have no concern with the territories and subjects ot the Rajah 
to the northward o f  the liver Sutlej.f

“  A rt. 2. The Raj at will never maintain in the territory which 
he occupies [occupied by him and his dependents]! on the left 
bank o f  the river Sutlej more troops than are necessary for 
the internal duties o f  that territory, nor commit or suffer any

* In the preamble of-th e  ratified southward o f  that river, and all right 
treaty it runs: “  B y  Rajah Runjeet o f  interference in their concerns. 
Singh on his own part, and by  tin.- But this passage was subsequently 
agency o f Charles Theophttus M et- erased; it  was o f  too penet.’.l a. cha- 
calfc, Esquire, on the part o f the Bri rooter; for the Rajah, as the nest ar- 
tish Government.”  t id e  intimates, still hold certain traett

t  In  the original draft o f  the treaty o f  territory, a c q u i r e d  before the a n u v a i  
in Mr. Edmonstone’s handwriting, o f  the Mission, on the Id  t o r  southern 
there is this addition to the first ar- bank o f the Suthj. 
t id e : “ A n d  on the other hand the {  T he words in brackets wore m- 
Bajah renounces all claims to rove- sorted by Metcalfe in the 0
reigniy over the Sikh chiefs to the those printed in italics.

t h e  DRAFT TREATY.



encroachments on the possessions or rights o f the chiefs in its 
vicinity.

“ Art. 3. In the event o f a violation o f any of the preceding 
articles, or o f a departure from the rales o f friendship [on the 
part o f either state],*' this treaty shall he considered to he null 
and void.

“  Art. 4. This treaty, consisting o f four articles, having hcen 
settled and concluded at [  ] ,  on the [  ]  day ol
[  ] , f  Mr. C. T. Metcalfe has delivered to the Rajah
o f Lahore a copy of the same in English and Persian, under 
his seal and signature, and the .Rajah has delivered another 
copy o f the same under his seal and signature, and Mr. C. T. 
Metcalfe engages to procure, within the space of two months, 
a copy o f the same duly ratified by the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council, on the receipt of which by the 
Rajah the present treaty shall be deemed complete and binding 
on both parties, and the copy o f it now delivered to the Rajah 
shall be returned.

“  N. B, Edjionstone,
“  Ciiief Secretary.”

On the receipt of this draft, all his demands hal ­
ing by this time been complied w itli, Metcalfe in­
formed the Rajah that he was prepared to conclude 
a. treaty of general amity with him. Runjoet re» 
ccived the announcement with undisguised delight. 
The treaty, he said, would silence and shame those 
who had been endeavoring to persuade him that 
the British Government entertained hostile designs 
against the bikb territories. There was no room 
now for any further chicanery. Runjeet had nothing

* Tin wm-'ls . ‘ iv: insert!d by Sikhs, give* tlio treaty, as ratilUd, 
Metcalic at llio request o f the »u*yi- with ut M oUullt* itiwnivtM, which 
eiou* Rajah. It. is remarkable that navcrnuieitt approved ;.,ui ad«.,np'l.* 
Cuningbotn, in l>i« history o f the t  A t  Umrusur, on tho ^sth of Feb.
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to gain by delay; so on tlie 25tli o f April, 1809, this 
treaty was concluded at Umvitsur; the blanks in 
tlie a ^live title being filled up with the name 
of Runjeet Singh himself

The business of the Mission was now fully accom­
plished;* so Metcalfe prepared to return to the 
British provinces. “  I  have this day,”  he wrote on the 
2nd o f May, “  made my first march from Umritsur 
towards the British territories, having finally taken 
leave of Runjeet Singh. The departure o f the Mission 
took place with every essential mark of attention and 
respect on the part of the Rajah, H e visited me on 
the 28th ultimo, and received an entertainment at 
my tents preparatory to our separation. I visited 
him on the 30th, accompanied by the gentlemen 
attached to the Mission, and took leave publicly 
with the usual ceremonies. Both these meetings 
were convivial and pleasant; and the Rajahs be­
haviour was particularly friendly and agreeable. At 
bis particular request I  remained yesterday at Uin-

* It  may be mentioned here that been done at Peshawur, and what 
Government luid originally intended haa been ordered. This is aannfor- 
that (he advanced detachment should tunate turn of affairs, but the advnn- 
lie withdrawn from the hanks of the (ages of the Mission will not have 
Sutlej. JBut on the earnest represou • been entirely lost. I  have written 
talons both of V 1 tnalfo and Oohter- officially to hcad-tyuurter \ about knv- 
lotiy the occupation of Loodhianah ; .ic; the detachment at Loodhianah 
was continued, and from that time it until Elphinstone shall have passed, 
became a frontier post. It may be as its pro? nee may poas'.i-ly counto- 
doubbd, however, whether this ,. *■•■1.1 nance hi; journey thri ugh tie Punjab;
have happened hut for an accidental although I  should think the Corn- 
circumstance which caused Govern- mantler-in-Chief would not rtmovo 
m n.i to delay tlie withdrawal of the the post until he heard of the ratifl- 
tr jcps. W riting to Metcalfe privately cation of the treaty, notwithstanding 
on the 28th of May, H r. Kdmongtono th.o intimation < d in tny b a t
says: “ V o  have heard of the d n .a t  letter that the conclusion of the 

! the ving of Cabal's army in treaty wmdd afford a favorable op- 
t a umere, .-nd anticipate.1, Mr, E l- portnnity for the removal of tin- d«- 
inmi,-i .nos a» kv.M i -Huation. You tachnumt.”— [MS. Corretpt: :<•
" m  leuri: ••.um M r. St ton what has
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ritsrur, and saw him once more in a private in­
terview, at which his conversation was principally 
composed of expressions oi anxiety or the peim - 
nent maintenance of friendship between the two
states.*5

At this time Runjeet Singh was in the very flush 
and vigor of life. He lived for thirty years after­
wards ; hut the treaty which he and Metcalfe signed 
at TJmritsur was never violated during his supre­
macy in the Punjab either by the English or the 
Sikhs. Por a little while doubts and misgivings 
on either side may have overshadowed the relations 
subsisting between them ; but confidence was soon 
established, and Runjeet learnt to respect the nation 
which could send forth such representatives as the 
youthful Envoy who had measured himself with him 
so bravely and so cunningly during the six months 
spent at his Court. It is hard to say in how great 
a degree the long peace, which was maintained be­
tween two warlike and extending states in provoea- 
tory proximity to each other, is to be attributed 
to the firmness and address so conspicuous in the 
dealing of young Metcalfe with the wily and un­
scrupulous ruler of the Sikhs. But it would he im­
possible to read this account of the first Mission to 
Lahore, imperfectly as it sets forth all its incidents,

* Tba content, of this chapter are b»9aoompeUfiJ to e*cludo rauch whtoh 
t lo ; til from a vast mass of corre- would have illustrated both the thm- 
iponrtrnee, whioh might have filled cullies Of Metcalfe's position, the ad- 
soiuo volumes, principally Metcalfe's dress th which l.i- encountered 
narrative lot t jra, by no moans diffusely them, and lh " strange character and 
written— and nlthou- h this chanter condiu $ of the man wl\o, ptrhapr. ot 
has ax tended to a h ngtl which is dis- all the princes and chiefs o f India, 
proportionate to th .-paee o’ time ^ idothenam em ostm iniliarlol'hig- 
«m:r which the history extends, l have JJsU ear.?. I t  was during there oi>:
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'ŝ S ^ o u t  appreciating the difficulties with, which h<v 
had to contend, and the consummate ability with 
which lie overcame them. l i e  had numbered at 
this time but twenty-three years. Y et the dreams 
o f the Eton cloisters were already realised. H e had 
“ prescribed t e r m s h e  had “  concluded a peace.” * 
W hat would he have accomplished at this stage 
o f his career if  he had returned to England, and 
entered “ Lord Grenville’ s office?”

It need hardly be added, that Metcalfe’ s conduct 
at Lahore was approved and applauded by his em­
ployers. H e was sustained and encouraged through­
out by the praises o f the Supreme Government, con­
veyed to him in the letters o f the Chief Secretary; 
and he said that lie was abundantly rewarded. In  
private and public letters alike, his zeal and ability 
were w arrnly commended. One sample o f each will 
suffice. W riting privately to Metcalfe on the 27th 
o f December, M r. Edmonstoue said, “ I  can add 
nothing material to the expressions already conveyed 
to you in an official form of the favorable sentiments 
which Government entertains of your general con­
duct in a situation perhaps as delicate, difficult, and 
responsible as any public agent was ever placed in. I  
can assure you that Govt vnment is perfectly satisfied 
of the difficulties and embarrassments which encom­
passed you, and admits that the course o f  conduct 
which you pursued was countenanced by the spirit 
o f your instructions..................... . TJpon the whole.

memorable months that Metcalfe's re- anil Fortune. And the biographer 
l ’U U itio n y a  made. This was, Indeed, cun hardly, therefore, lay too great a 
the turning-point of his career. H e stress on SUoh a passage o f lualitc. 
■went at Ur wards straight on to Fame • See wile, page 02.



.your mind may enjoy all the satisfaction— a satis­
faction which you, indeed, must amply merit, that 
can arise from the conviction that Government 
entertains the highest opinion of your zeal, ability, 
judgment, and exertions.”  And when the work was 
done and the treaty was exchanged, these commen­
dations took official shape, and, taking a retrospect 
of all the past circumstances of the Mission, the 
same high functionary thus finally announced to 
the departing Envoy the admiration with which the 
Supreme Government contemplated his entire con­
duct : “ During the course of your arduous ministry 
at the Court of Lahore, the Governor-General in 
Council has repeatedly had occasion to record his 
testimony of your zeal, ability, and address in the 
execution of the duties committed to your charge. 
His Lordship in Council, however, deems it an obli­
gation of justice, at the close of your mission, 
generally to declare the high sense which he entcr- 
' ■ tins of the distinguished merit of your services 
and exertions in a situation of more than ordinary 
importance, difficulty, and responsibility, to convey 
to you the assurance of Ins high approbation, and to 
signify to you that the general tenor of your conduct 
in tho arduous negotiations in which you have 
been engaged has established a peculiar claim to 
public applause, respect, and esteem.”

111 *SL
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CH APTE R IX .

[1809— 1811.]

T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R S .

Approbation o f  Lord NT into— Metcalfe’s V isit to the Presidency— Meeting 
with his Brother— Appointment to the Deputy-Secretaryship— V oyage to 
Madras— Return to Calcutta— Appointm ent to the Residency at Sclndiah’s 
Court— Letters from  Lord Minto and Mr. Bdmonstone— Translation to the 
Delhi Residency— The Foundation o f  Charles Metcalfe’s Fortune.

The admiration which Charles Metcalfe’ s conduct 
at the Sikh Court had excited in the breast o f the 
Governor-General was not now to he suffered to ex­
pend itself in a few stereotyped phrases o f official 
commendation. It  was not a mere formal demon­
stration ; it was a living reality, and was likely to 
become an abiding one. Lord M into desired to 
know the man who had done such great things for 
Ms government. H o was interested in the personal 
character o.t the young statesman, and was eager to 
communicate with him face to face. So it happened 
that Metcalfe had scarcely reached his old home at 
Delhi, when a private letter from tiie Chief Secretary 
came with the intimation that the Governor-General 
desired to see him at the Presidency. “  I  am aut ho-
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rised o inform you,”  wrote M r. Edmonstone, “ that 
you «re perfectly at liberty to proceed to Calcutta. 
The Governor-General, indeed, is desirous of being 
personally acquainted with you, and o f having an 
opportunity of conversing with you on the affairs in 
which you have been so long and arduously engaged.
B it it will he proper that you should apply officially 
for leave to come to the Presidency. Y ou need not, 
however, await the answer. This intimation you 
may consider as sufficient authority. Eavor me 
with a line of application on your receipt of this, 
and set off as soon as it may suit your convenience.” * 
Little time was lost after the receipt o f this letter; 
Metcalfe was soon upon his way to Calcutta. There 
were others whom lie desired to see there beside the 
noble Lord at the head o f the Government. Theo- 
pliilus Metcalfe, with his wife and little daughter, 
had come round from China to Calcutta in tlie early 
part of the year, for the benefit of Mrs. Metcalfe’s 
health, and Charles was eager now to embrace his 
brother and sister and make the acquaintance of his 
little niece. Public and private considerations, 
therefore, both urged him to make all speed to the 
Presidency. He had reached Delhi on his return 
from the Punjab on the Oth of June. The 8th of 
.1 u ly found him in Calcutta.

But before the journey had been accomplished 
Lord Minto had ceased to disturb bimself about the 
countries lying between the banks of the Sutlej and 
the base of the Iiindoo-Koosli. Dangers more press-

* MS. Con >'jniv'hmct, Calcutta, A la ;) 28, 1809.
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ing and more palpable than any that had been 
looked for in the direction of Central Asia, were 
now threatening the British-Indiaa Government 
from the southern part of the Indian peninsula.
The Coast army was in a state of feverish excitementv
— almost, indeed, upon the borders of absolute rebel­
lion. It was not a revolt of the soldiers, but of the 
officers of the Madras army. The abolition of cer­
tain privileges by which the higher grades of the 
service had been long suffered to enrich themselves, 
had caused great dissatisfaction, which subsequent 
circumstances had aggravated, until the civil and 
military authorities were in a state of open and vio­
lent antagonism. The power of the Governor, Sir 
George Barlow, vras set at naught seditious meet­
ings were held ; inflammatory resolutions were 
passed; and the entire government of the Presi­
dency, under the convulsions that had arisen, seemed 
to be hovering upon the extreme verge of dissolution.

In this state of affairs, it appeared to LordM into 
that Ills presence upon the scene of these disturb­
ances was necessary to their extinction. So he 
determined at once to proceed to Madras. But he 
did not lorget Charles Metcalfe, whom he had in­
vited to visit him in Calcutta. It occurred to the 
Governor-General that he could not, upon this pain­
ful expedition to the Coast, take with him any one 
more likely to be of service to him than the some­
time Envoy to Lahore. So, on the 16th of July, 
the Chief Secretary wrote to Metcalfe that the 
Governor-General in Council had been "pleased j



appoint him. Deputy-Secretary to the Bight Honor­
able the Governor-Genera1 during his Lordship’s 
absence from the Presidency.” *

After a brief sojourn in Calcutta, rendered inte­
resting to him by the presence of Theophilus and his 
family, Charles Metcalfe, accompanying Mr. Ed- 
mon stone, left the Presidency on the 5th of August, 
to proceed down the river to join his ship. On the 
9th, the Governor-General embarked. The voyage 
from Calcutta to Madras occupies a week or a month, 
according to the season. In the month of August, 
when a vessel bound for the southern coast meets 
the south-west Monsoon in the Bay o f Bengal, the 
passage is seldom made under the latter period of 
time. So it was not until the 11th of September 
that, after a tedious, zig-zag voyage, rendered com­
fortless by continual rain and baffling winds, Lord 
Mint© was enabled to announce his arrival at 
Madras.

Of tins visit to the Southern Presidency the 
records are but scanty. The ministerial capacity in 
which Charles Metcalfe acted at this time afforded 
no opportunities for independent action, and the in­
cidents of the Madras disturbances of 1809 scarcely 
belong to the career of the Bengal civilian. His 
residence on the Coast was not distasteful to him.
“  You know Madras well,”  he wrote to his aunt,
M rs. Mouson, on the 13th of November. “  In some 
i‘< poets I like it better than Calcutta.”  He appears

JIt sulary v p - fixed at 2000 rupees a month—f ie  same amount that lie 
ivtd drawn on the Lahore hlission.
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to have spent some time in Mr. Cassamajor’ s house,* 
and to have greatly enjoyed the society o f a family 
that has never been wanting in amiable and attrac­
tive members. A t the close of the year lie visited 
M ysore;+ and at the commencement of 1810, having 
returned to Madras, he received the afflicting intelli­
gence of the death of his sister-in-law, to whom he 
was sincerely attached. “ Poor Theophilus,”  he 
wrote on the 10th of February from the Ameer- 
baugh, where he was residing with the Governor- 
General, “ has lost his darling wife, who was really 
one of the most sensible, the most amiable, the most 
virtuous of women. I  received accounts of this 
afflicting event about a month ago. Theophilus 
goes home with his sweet little daughter, and will
be with vou almost as soon as this letter.”  There %
was no more observable, as there was no more beau­
tiful trait in Charles Metcalfe's character, from very 
early boyhood to the close o f his career, than the 
depth of his sympathies—

Ho could afford to suffer 
W ith  those -whom he saw suffer.

And when he wrote strongly of the afflictions of 
others, it was because he felt them strongly himself. 

On the 12th of May, Lord M into held a farewell

* Mr. Cassamajor was at this time this letter the Governor-General a vrs: 
a member o f the Madras Council. “  I  Hope you have 1 y thia time afforded

f  He wont there. I  believe, to visit another proof o f" your diplomatic
l ia old friend Arthur Cole. I  have powers by making my peace with M r. 
before me a letter from Lord Minto ro Cole, and that be will not ba» proved 
Metcalfe, dated “  Madras, December iraplocablo in tbe bands of ono who 
l b  ! S09, ’ and endorsed, “ Answered gn; uod tlio tender affections ot buujeci 
bom  Mysore. December. 1309.”  In S in gb ”
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levee at theAmeerbaugh, and afterwards crossed the 
surf, with his suite, on his way to the Modeste frigate, 
which was to convey him to Calcutta.* The Mon­
soon was now all in his favor, and after a pleasant 
passage of a week’s duration, he ascended the steps 
of the Chandpaul Ghat, the chief landing-place of 
Calcutta, and was welcomed back by the member, 
of council and the chief officers of the staff. A  very 
few days after this, Charles Metcalfe left Calcutta by 
dawk, on his way to Banda, whence he was to take 
the shortest route to Scindiah’s camp. He had been 
appointed to act as Resident at the Court of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, in the place of Mr. Graeme Mercer, 
who had signified his wish to be relieved from the 
duties of hi' office, in order that he might proceed 
to England by the first ship of the ensuing season.

It was with no great elation of spirit that Met­
calfe travelled northward to join his appointment. 
And there was nothing in the environments of the 
Residency to give him pleasure after his arrival. It 
is true that he had not now, as ten years before, to 
pitch his camp upon a plain, sickly with the foul 
odour of decaying corpses. The Court had recently 
been removed from Oujein to Gwalior; and the 
times were as pacific as they are ever wont to be 
in native states, where domestic anarchy is so often 
the suceedaneuvn for foreign war. Whether it were 
that there was nothing in the state of public affairs 
to evoke his energies, or whether there were any per-

* [t 'v,,,|hl appear, however, from a this was writlen, that Metcalfe left, 
memorandum m a private account- Madras on the 8tli, and reached t ’al- 
boolc whirl. .1 hare eh.meed upon since cutta ou the 15th of May.
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sonal circumstances which rendered his situation dis­
agreeable to him, I  do not distinctly know ; but he 
spoke of it with evident distaste in his letters to his 
family, and all his after-references to it were in the 
same strain.*

But this second residence at Seindiah’s Court was 
n°t destined to be of long continuance. A t the 
commencement of the following year— 1811— an op­
portunity, of which Lord Minto was eager to avail 
himself, occurred for the translation of Charles Met­
calfe to the Delhi Residency. A  G overnor was to be 
found for Prince of TV ales’ Island, and the appoint­
ment was offered to Mr. Seton. In anticipation of 
his acceptance of it, the Governor-General wrote the 
following letter, in a style o f pleasant familiarity, 
more complimentary to the recipient than if  it had 
been couched in language of the most labored pane­
gyric :

LO U D  5 IIN T 0  TO M R . M E T C A L F E .

“  Calcutta, February 20, 1811.

“  DE-VU S lit,— Y ou  may possibly have already hoard, 
although it is yet in the Secret Departm ent, that an offer has 
been made to M r. Seton o f  the governm ent o f  P rince o f  W a les ’ 

and although it m ight he thought that he w ould  con ­
sider his present situation the most eligible o f  the tw o, 1 have 
some reasons for supposing that he w ill be inclined b- accept 
tne proposal. In  that event, I  shall w ith (o r  w ithout) your

Mbich1 u ght °T Il!n® m0l; 1 hs Of hia life. The deficiency K  however.
Court in f im  at Scindiah’s of but blight importance; for he wu.s
nuirkablV I, rucori,s are re- then merely in a tmnsititm-stiito, ami
those ,  n; ?i: 111 0 uparison with noth'.: a occurred v. Idea lm.l an v no-
®oJunt and n I* i |l3*r*».U the ante- ticenblc inllucuec either upon bin elm- 

* in j subsequent epochs meter or Ms earner.
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consent, name you  to the Residency o f  Delhi. I  know your 
martial genius and your love o f  camps; but besides that in­
clination must yield to duty, this change -will appear to fall in 
not inopportunely with some information and some sentiments 
conveyed in your letter to me o f  the 3rd instant. If yon ask 
m y reasons for so extraordinary a choice, I  can only say that, 
notwithstanding your entire ignorance o f  everything connected 
with the business o f  Delhi— a city which, I  believe, you  never 
saw; and w ith  Cis and Trans-Sutlejean allairs, o f  which you 
can have only read; and notwithstanding your equal deficiency 
in all other more general qualifications, I cannot find a better 
name in the list o f  the Company’s servants; and hope, there­
fore, for your indulgence on the occasion.

“  I fancy that you must have given me a sly bite, for I  am 
going campaigning myself, and expect to embark about the 3rd 
or 4th o f  March for Java, touching at Madras, where I  hope to 
get on board the Modesle. It is so difficult to anticipate the 
important, but delicate points likely to arise in the prosecution 
o f  this enterprise, and it would be so impossible to decide 
them satisfactorily without information, which cannot be ob­
tained at a distance, that I am satisfied I should acquit m yself 
imperfectly o f  this duty, i f  I  did not approach, or rather convey 
m yself to the very scone o f  action. M y absence cannot he 
shorter than six months, and may be somewhat more. . . .

“  Relieve me ever, my dear sir,
“  Most sincerely and affectionately yours,

“ Minto.”

Alter the lapse of a few days, in the interval of 
which Mr. Seton’e a m  er  had been received, Lord 
b 1 into wrote again to Charles Metcalfe on the sub* 
jeet o f  the Delhi Residency, in a graver and more 
business like stvle:v

I I I  <8L
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LORD MINTO TO CHARLES METCALFE.

“  Calcutta, February 2G. 1811.

“ M y  d e a r  S ir ,— I have received Mr. Seton's answer. H e 
. accepts the government o f Prince o f Wales’ Island with the 

proviso that the appointment is to bo considered temporary, and 
that he shall be at liberty to return to Delhi when the par­
ticular emergency which now invites him to the eastward shall 
have passed away. That emergency is the proposed conquest 
oi the Dutch settlements in Java. But I  conceive the services 
°1 ^ r- Seton at Prince o f Wales’ Island will continue to he 
very important some time after the object has been accom­
plished at Java; for, considering tlic great distance o f Calcutta,
I  confess I  should wish, that whoever is charged with the admi­
nistration o f our new territories, should have the benefit of 
communicating intermediately with Mr. Scton, and obtaining 
sut-b advice as bis on the many novel and delicate affairs likely 
to arise in the first period o f our connexion with a new and 
extensive country. I  should, therefore, conjecture, that he may 
be absent from Delhi at least one year. I dwell upon these 
circumstances, as you will perceive that they affect your situa­
tion, and that your appointment to Delhi cannot be depended 
upon as so permanent as I understood it was likely to be at the 
-late o f my last letter. I  trust, however, that you will fed  no 
disinclination to accept it under the circumstances which I have 
described. I  am anxious that the temporary nature o f the 
arrangement should be known to the parties alone who are con­
cerned I  mean to Mr. Seton, and the few whose new appoint- 
ments must be understood by themselves to be temporary. I  
propose that, m the event o f Mr. Seton’s return to Delhi, you
“  P * « n t  mission; that your successor
(Kichard Strachey) should return to the Foreign Settlements,
•>m u on, ruth the condition, however, that i f  anything more 

Jal ® t tan your present office should open during the interval,
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it shall be reserved for you, i f  no particular obstacle should 
stand in the way.

“  As I  propose to sail on the 7th of March, if  possible, and 
your answer to this letter cannot bo received at Calcutta so soon,
I shall leave your appointment at Delhi behind me, to be puD- 
lishcd when your acceptance arrives. It will be absolute, as 
you collect from this letter, in form; and nothing conditional or 
provisional will appear upon the lace ot it. I f  Mr. Seton should 
return, it will he time enough to explain the particulars which 
attended your appointment.

«  1 have now to thank you, my dear sir, for your friendly 
felicitations on the reduction o f the French Islands; and being 
assured, as I  am, of their sincerity, I  hope you will believe that 
your kind concern in these events and in any influence they may 
have upon my credit, is, next to the public benefit, one o f the 
greatest and most sensible pleasures I  experience on the occasion.

“  Believe me ever, my dear sir,
“  Sincerely and affectionately yours,

“  M in t o .”

The offer was accepted. But the acceptance had 
been already assumed ; and before -Metcalfe s answer 
wn ; received, he had been formally appointed to act 
as Resident at Delhi. And now the Chief Secretary 
congratulated him on the distinction, and intimated 
his belief, that the new incumbent would soon be 
permanently appointed to the honorable post:

MR. EDMONSTONE TO MR. M ETCALFE.

“ Calcutta, Marches, 1811.

“ M y  d e a r  M e t c a l f e . — I  am just favored with your 
letter o f the 10th instant. You will have found that your 
acceptance o f the Residency at Delhi has been presumed. 
TIis Lordship, indeed, did not inform me that your appoint-
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Xx~x̂ y .-fŝ y  321 TRANSITION YExVRS.



ment was to be suspended until tbe arrival o f  a reply to bis 
proposition. I  congratulate you sincerely on this highly 
proper and merited distinction. You are, o f  course, aware, 
that Scton is to be allowed to resume his place ; but b y  your 
present appointment you have got a lien upon it, which must 
secure your future permanent succession ; and that, too, at no 
great distance o f  time ; for Seton will not certainly remain long 
in the country. I  jo in  you in congratulations on our success 
at the Mauritius. The expedition to the eastward is in for­
wardness. But the season is against us; and it will be months 
before we can reach the place. A lthough our work is slow,
I  trust, however, it is sure. . . .

“  Most sincerely yours,
“  N. B. E d m o n sto n e .”

So Cliarles Metcalfe proceeded to Delhi,* and 
Mr. Strachey, who had accompanied Elphinstone’ s 
mission in the capacity of Secretary, was appointed 
President at Scindiali’ s Court.

It  was during the period embraced in this brief 
chapter, that Charles Metcalfe laid the foundation of 
the fortune which he subsequently amassed. W hilst

*  The grounds of Metcalfe’s selrc- to he conducted with undimiuished 
tion for this important post were stated success.
officially by Lord Minto in a minute, “  The gentleman whom I  propose 
which he recorded under date 1 b. 25, for the situation is M r. Metcalfe.
1S11, and in which, after speakmg of His long personal experience and 
M r. Hcton’s eminent services, he says: agency in the political concern!, of

“  I  should be unwilling to withdraw that quarter, especially in the affitirs 
M r. Seton from the duties of the Hesi- of Lahore, and in the actual d uties of 
dencyat Delhi whibh he has discharged the Eesidcnct, combined with his ap- 
w itli such distinguish; d ability and sue- proved talents, judgment, and dis­
ced, andWith such eminent advantage cretion, his conciliatory manners and 
to the public, if I were not convinced firmness of character, qualify linn i:i 
that the gentleman whom I propose to a peculiar degree to be the sucec.sor 
ly  las successor possesses qualifiea- to Mr. Seton ; and 1 am persuaded 
terns which bear a strong nlUnlt- to that the charge of the extensive and 
those oi Mr. Seton, and that under important affairs of that Residency 
ms superintendence our important could not be transferred to more .d !e 

crests in that quarter will continue and efficient hands.”
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at Madras, not being overwhelmed with business, he 
determined to begin keeping accounts of his pecu­
niary transactions, with undeviating regularity-— and 
he determined, moreover, to save money. With 
such “  good intentions 55 as these, the hell of finan­
cial embarrassment is too frequently paved. All 
men at some period of their lives make these wise 
resolutions; but few have constancy to keep them. 
From this time, however, Charles Metcalfe kept, 1 
believe without intermission, a minute account of 
his receipts and disbursements. He was the most 
liberal and most generous of men—hut he died in 
possession of a fortune which would have creditably 
sustained the peerage he had won.

A t the beginning of 1810, when he had just com­
pleted his twenty-fifth year, he wrote on one of the 
first pages of a new account-book— “  I  commence this 
account with a determination to lay by, henceforth 
for ever, a sum equal to 100k per mensem, to lay the 
foundation of a fortune. X have 2000 rupees per 
mensem. I find by calculation, that my expenses 
are at present 1200 rupees per mensem, " and I  mean 
to save 800=100k”  The system which he adopted 
was a very simple and intelligible one; and it is 
curious to trace its working’. “  It is my intention,”  
he wrote, “  at the end of every month to enter a 
report on the result displayed by the accounts of *

* To account for this expenditure, had hit “  an establishment of servants 
whica hi 1'}' no !i u's inconshh cable at Calcutta xad another at D elhi.’ 
when it is remembered that Charles He had been unwilling that his de- 
M  .tcalfc wu , a single man, and a pendents should suffer by his absence, 
member, I  presume, of Lord Miuto’a and still retained many of thorn in ltis 
family at m time, I  should mention pay. 
what lie himself bus recorded, that lie

111 *SL
<  32G TRANSITION YEARS.



that month, in order that I  may see how far the 
plan I have laid down for myself succeeds. Now, 
therefore, I  proceed to the Financial Hep or t for the 
month of February. The amount expended in this
month is as follows......................But before I  note
it down, I  will lay down an outline of my plan for 
the examination of the result of each month. I  
take first the amoimt of my salary, which is at 
present 2000 rupees. From this I  deduct the 
amount of all expenses that I  am aware of having 
occurred. From the balance then left I  deduct 
100/., or 300 rupees, to form a fund which is to 
make my fortune, and which I w ill term the * A c­
cumulating Fund.’ The amount which remains 
after these deductions is to form a fund for con­
tingent expenses, which I  will call the ‘ Contingent 
Fund/ I f  the Contingent Fund increases, and is 
more than equal to meet all the demands that may 
-ome upon it, then I  may consider my finances to 
he in a very prosperous state; and when it is safe 
to do so, I  may apply the surplus of the Contingent 
Fund as an increase to the Accumulating Fund.
On the other hand, if the Contingent Fund should be 
unequal to meet the demands upon it, then T must 
of necessity draw upon the Accumulating Fund, and 
my scheme will have failed.”

For the first two or three months the result was 
satisfactory. He regularly set aside the stipulated 
ltO/, for the Accumulating Fund, and at the end of 
Maxeh he found that lie had 982 rupees, or some-

ing more than 100/. in the Contingent Fund. So 
e Wrote in his account-book, under date April 1,

| I |  <SL
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“ The account for March presents a favorable pros­
pect of the practicability of the scheme which I have 
laid down for myself.”  It was so encouraging, 
indeed, that a few days afterwards he sent off 200 
rupees for the purchase of tickets in the Calcutta 
Lottery.* Those were days when most men enter­
tained hopes of growing rich per saltum through 
the agency of these Presidency Lotteries, and some 
had so much faith in them that they dispensed alto­
gether with the slower process of boarding money. It 
was on account of this purchase that Metcalfe was 
now obliged to record that the April results were 
not as favorable as those of March. “  The account 
for April,”  he wrote, “ though not so favorable as 
that of March, still shows a progressive increase 
both in the Accumulating and Contingent Funds.
But heavy expenses are coming on in May, the 
prospect of which is alarming.”  In this month of 
M ay he passed from Madras to Calcutta, and he had 
extraordinarv expenses to meet at both places. The 
system had not been sufficiently long in operation— 
the Contingent Fluid was not sufficiently full—to 
bear such a strain upon it. So at the end of the 
month, having found that nothing had been added 
to the Accumulating Fund, and that there was a 
deficiency of 106 rupees on the Contingent Fund, 
he wrote in his memorandum-book: “ The plan with 
which I set oul at the beginning of the year has

* “ April 12.— Wrote to Cuicutt i for July Memoranda any entrance under 
i wo tickets in the Lottery to lie' draw a the head of Lottery on the receipt side 
in ,1 Lily. The damage "  ill ho 200 of the account, 
rupee*.'’ I  do not observe in the

0 .



thus been shown to have failed, and a deficit has 
arisen to the amount above stated.”

In  thus declaring the failure of his scheme he was 
a little too candid. The result was not to be fairly 
estimated after an experiment of only a few months.
One extraordinary item, entered in this month of 
May, was sufficient to cover the entire deficit. It 
is an item at which he had no need to blush, alt hough 
it disturbed, for a time, his financial projects, and 
impelled him to record that he had failed— “  Sub­
scription fo r  the benefit o f  Dr. Reid’s family, 1000 
rupees. ’ In those days it was no uncommon thing 
for some well-known and highly-esteemed member 
of society, carried off suddenly by one of the diseases 
oi the country, to leave a wife and family behind 
him in a state of utter destitution. Nor was it an 
Uncommon tiling for the friends and acquaintances 
of the deceased— and many w ho were neither friends 
nor acquaintances—to raise a subscription for the 
benefit of his family, sufficient to send them to Eng­
land, and to keep them from want for all the rest of 
their days. It was to one of these subscriptions 
that Charles Metcalfe had now subscribed 1000 
rupees. I f  lie had not subscribed it he could have 
added the monthly 100/. to his Accumulatm g  Fund, 
and retained a small balance in the Conti ngent one.

tbit the failure— if it were one—~v:\s soon re­
deemed. lie  had scarcely recorded it when lie dis­
covered that he was richer than he had si ipposed. lie  
received his Account-current from his Agents, and 
1 appeared from the state of it that he could make

THE FOUNDATION OF A  FORTUNE. ^
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good the deficit of which he had spoken, and set his 
system at work again. At the commencement of 
the mercantile year there was a balance in his 
favor, which, after deducting the amounts belonging 
to his Accumulating Fund, and the payments he 
had since made on the Contingent account, still led 
him for present purposes more than 15,000 rupees.
“  This last remainder,” he wrote, “  I  shall at present 
throw into the Contingent Fund, but when my ac­
counts (with Government.) come to be settled, I 
expect that it will be all absorbed.” There was 
money owing to him on the other side, and as all 
that he wanted was a little floating capital, his sys­
tem was soon again in successful operation. Month 
after month he added 100/, to his Accumulating 
Fund; and at the end of the year, with 1200/. to his 
credit on this account, he had a balance of 2000 
rupees in the Contingent Fund to commence the 
year without misgivings.* Irom  this time he went 
on steadily, adding to his savings—sometimes spend­
ing more than the amount oi his salary, but never 
more than his income. Money brought high interest 
in those days, and the Accumulating Fund soon be­
came productive.

I  need not pursue any further the history ol 
Charles Metcalfe’s accumulations. I  purposed only 
to show how he set about the work; and the little 
which I  hav e exhibited of his system is not without

* l i  had at onn time readied f.OOO there wore some extraordinary dis- 
rupi.es. But his ; Hilary at Seindiah’s horseme ns. Among others, “ Raid 
C n r : was less by 500 rupee:' a m nth at Madras —remainder of subscription 
than it had bee n nt Lahore mid M a- to a masquerade given in January last, 
drill. Xu the JUuecmber account, too, 1500 rupees.”
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both. in “erest and instruction. There is one re­
mark jiowever, which ought to be made in this 
place5 lor it is necessary to the right understanding 
of ih -  fine character which I  am attempting to illus­
trate. Even at this early period of his career, when 
fiis accumulations were but scanty, he was a ready 
lender to men less fortunate or less prudent than 
himself. There arc many still living— and many 
have passed away— who have tasted largely of 
Charles Metcalfe’s open-handed kindliness; and 
some who owe all their success in life to liis season­
able intervention in their behalf. As he grew older 
he did not grow more worldly-wise. But it was an 
abiding source of consolation to him, that although 
now and then his generosity may have been mis­
placed, it fell for the most part on good soil, and 
fructified in gratitude, if  not in reformation.*

* In  the entries of tho year 1810 lOEeient balance, and not as a dis- 
thcre is the sum of 2711 rupees (about bursomont. Tho money lout, tliere-
300/.) lent to Lieutenant 0  The fore, as per August aud N-yerabcs,
name, with characteristic delicacy, is 1810, accounts, ‘ o Li utenant 0 ------ • i-
only thus initialised in the account- non to bo brought into an Inefficient 
look. A t  the end of the year M et- Fund.”  A s years advanced, the lncffl- 
calfc wrote: ‘ ‘ Cash lent or advanced cient Fund amounted to some thou- 
is hereafter to be put down as an in- sands.

( i l l  ■ , §LV.ULES Me t c a l f e 's g e n e r o s it y . S ift* -*
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CHAPTER X.
[1811 -1814 .]

T H E  D E L H I  R E S ID E N C Y .

Duties o f the Resident— Metcalfe’s Opinions o f his Position—Letters to Mrs.
Monson —  Appointed Permanently to the Residency —  Drawbacks and 
Annoyances—The Royal Family of Delhi—Removal of Metcalfe’s Assist­
ants—Letter from Lord Minto—Expenses of the Residency—Censures o f 
the Court o f Directors—Metcalfe’s Defence—Administration of the Delhi 
Territory.

So Charles Metcalfe, now at the age of twenty-six, 
found himself the incumbent of an appointment 
coveted by the oldest officers of both Services— an 
appointment which, in respect of its importance, its 
responsibility, and its distinction, was not exceeded 
by any other in India below the seats at the Council- 
boards of Government. The duties of the Delhi Re­
sident were onerous and complex. The Residents 
at other Courts were simply diplomatists. They 
were bound to confine themselves to the political 
duties of their situation, and to refrain from all 
interference with the internal administration of 
the country in which they resided. But the Delhi 
Resident was at once a diplomatist and an adminis­
trator. It was his duty not only to superintend the
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affairs of the pensioned Mogul and his family, hut 
to manage the political relations of the British Go­
vernment with a wide expanse of country studded 
with petty principalities, ignorant alike of their 
duties and their interests, and often in their igno­
rance vexatious in the extreme. It was his duty, 
too, to superintend the internal government of all 
the Delhi territory— to preside over the machinery of 
revenue collection and the administration of Justice, 
and to promote by all possible means the develop­
ment of the resources of the country and the industry 
and happiness of the people. He addressed himself 
to his work with a brave resolution. He might, 
perhaps, hare taken deeper interest in it, if he had 
been more certain of his tenure of office— if he had 
believed that he would remain to see the results—  
but he could not have labored more zealously or 
more diligently in his vocation. The return o f Mr. 
Scton to Delhi was always probable; sometimes it 
seemed almost certain. And there was something 
dispiriting in this. Bor the longer Charles M etcalf 
sojourned at the imperial city, the more attached he 
grew to the place and to the people, whilst the llesi- 
denev at Scindiah’s Court, to which he would have 
returned, had no attractions for him. But what­
ever might be the event, his professional success was 
now an established fa ct; and only Death could inter­
pose itself between him and the great goal of Dame 
and Fortune.

He had social duties to perform as well as those 
of diplomacy and administration. The Resident was 
a great man— he had a Court of b is own, and a large
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monthly allowance from Government to support it 
in a state of becoming splendor. He kept open 
house. He had what was called a “ Family” — all 
the officers attached to the Residency, with their 
wives and children, were members of it. In the 
Resident’s house all passing travellers of rank found 
ready entertainment. Hospitality here put on its 
best apparel. The new Delhi Resident was just the 
man to carry himself bravely as the representative 
of the British nation at an Eastern Court. His libe­
rality was of the best kind. It was Charles Metcalfe’s 
nature to give freely; he was bountiful without 
ostentation, and no man ever left his house without 
carrying with him a grateful recollection of the 
kindliness and the geniality of his host, and cherish­
ing it as one of those pleasant memories which he 
would not willingly let die.

But it may be doubted whether Charles Metcalfe 
was happy at this time. He was naturally of a 
cheerful disposition, and he had too much mental 
occupation to dwell long or frequently upon the ne- 
ces ary drawbacks of his situation. But there were 
1 imes when lie thought that for even his brilliant 
position he had paid somewhat too dearly; and when 
he took up his pen to discourse with some member 
of his distant family, the old clouds which had 
gathered over him during the first years of his Indian 
residence began to overshadow him again, and he 
spoke doubtfully of the apparent advantages of his 
present, and the promises of Iris future life. In the 
following letter to his Aunt he dwells feelingly upon 
the darker side of even the most successful Indian

111 <3L
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career. His cousin, William Monson. an 
intended for tlie I ndian Civil bervice, but u 
only child, and his mother, with a wise a 
which it will he seen Charles Metcalfe high, 
mended, subsequently determined to detain L 
home:

CH ARLES M ETC A LF E  TO T H E  H O N . M RS. MONSCT

“  Delhi Residency, Se^t^miJer 10j i g n .

“  ]\ I y" d e a r e s t  A unt,— I have had the pleasure o f receiving 
your letter o f January 7. So far am I from condemning you 
for resigning William’s intended appointment to this country, 
that I decidedly think you have done that which is best calcu­
lated to promote his happiness and your own, by keeping him 
at home. M y father, I conclude, will blame you; for he thinks 
nothing equal to an appointmciL to this country. I  confess 
that my ideas are ditlerent. WTw should you make yourself 
and William miserable by parting lever perhaps to meet again?
W hy doom him to transportaiinr from everything dear to him? 
W hat is there nr fhdia to recompense for sucli sufferings? 
Fortunes us you justly observe, are not made rapidly. Take 

my situation. I  have been more than eleven years from Eno-. 
land; and it will he certainly more than eleven years before I 
can return. In these twenty-two or twenty-four years the 
host part o f my life will have passed away— that part in which 
all my feelings will have been most alive to the different sensa­
tions o f happiness and misery arising out o f different circum­
stances. I  left, my father and mother just as I became ac­
quainted with them as a man. 1 have not once had their 
cheering smile to encourage my labors in my profession. W hen 
I return, should they both be alive— which I  pray to God that 
tb.ej, may be I  shall, indeed, have the happiness o f attending on

Trlinm'if Tord Monson, to rendered to me in the course of my
and m. , IV fckt«l *or these letters preparation o: this Memoir.
« ‘iu much other valuable assistance

I®  as; §L
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their

t o 1 }ears; but, alas! how much cause shall I have 
tl A was doomed by my fate not to see them from 
f - oy ood to those o f  their extreme old age? But 

na' icy should not be alive, and when one considers

,1 T  10 b0 ^  >» “«»"• ™  <0 SCO h i-
1 1  I ” f  ’  ™l ,Ttl'=mbh’  ,h»”s‘> 1 still hope. Sup-

>* «Hvo, "h o t  will then l o J y  
. r i  o ^ o u g U  too horrible to dwell upon. See 

,tei-sr l  left them children. I shall find them old women 
-married perhaps, into families which will not care one 

farming about mO. and whose habits it will not suit mo to 
associate with. Take the worst, and what a melancholy situa­
tion I may be in when r return to England! Where will he 
my connexions, my friendships, and even my acquaintance? 
Unknown m society, and even shunned as being an Indian I 
certainly will never push my way into the society o f fine lo r fs 
and ladies, who may turn uf their noses and think me highly 
honored by being m their presence. °  ^

“ Ncitlmr will I ever fall back and take up my post in the 
.aims o f Indian society. I  recdhnt what it was, and know 
what it is, and that society will not suit me. T ,haU not be 
a le to afford to spend all my income on dinners anL i,aps 
houses, coaches, and servants. Money was made for better uses 
and, by Hod’s grace, I  hope to apply mine to some o f them. \ 
dull, solitary life, is the one that I shall, most likely, takiim all 
.Trmcew, be obhgcd to pursue. And what shall I have gained 

v making so many sacrifices? M on ey -a n d  not more, per- 
hap,, than I might have gamed (I  allow not probably) by a 
profession m England. And it must be remembered; that I 
have been uncommonly fortunate in my present profession So 
you fee, my dear Aunt, I  think you perfectly right. Do not 
suppeu. from the above that 1 am unhappy or discontented 1 
have long since reconciled myself ,o my fate, and am contented 
and as happy as one far from his friends can be. I do not allow 
unpleasant thoughts to enter my mind, and if  I do not enjov 
what is beyond my reach— the inexpressible pleasure o f L-
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Society— I at least am always cheerful, and never unhappy.
Aly father did what he thought best for me; and it is satis­
factory to me to reflect, that my career in India, except as to 
fortune, must have answered his expectations. It has been 
successful beyond any merits, that I am aware of, in myself.
I  hold now, as Resident at Delhi, a situation which I consider 
without exception in every respect the highest in the country 
beneath the members o f Government; and I  do not wish to 
quit this situation until I  quit India.

“ I  hope to lay by at the rate o f 3000?. per annum, which in 
twelve or fifteen years ought to be enough to enable me to 
live at home in the plain manner in which I mean to live as an 
Old Bachelor; for, you must know, that I  have no thought o f 
ever marrying, as I shall never have money enough for it, unless 
I consent, which I will not do, to spend the whole o f it on what 
is termed living. In that case, I should be poor in the midst o f 
thousands. Then only can I consider myself rich when I  have 
the command o f money to gratify such inclinations as may
arise............................

“  I  am ever, my dear Aunt,
“  Your attached nephew,

“  C . T .  M e t c a l f e .”

FROM  TTIE SAM E TO T H E  SAM E.

“ Delhi Residency, November 16, 1811.

M y  d e a r  A u n t ,— From circumstances which arc likely 
to last as long as I remain at Delhi, I  am now so overloaded 
with business that I can never get rid o f it before nine o ’clock 
at night. This will account to you for my not writing oftencr.
I  am obliged to let my family dine without me in order to 
Write this; but the pleasure of communicating with you Is not 
to be lo°t............. R --------- has some idea o f  going to Eng­
land, but I  do not couc ive that it will be fulfilled. A n  old 
Ind.an takes a long time to determine to quit his emoluments, 
and put liis foot on board a ship for England. Many is the 

V O L . I .  Z
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Indian who dies o f staying ‘ one year longer’ in the country, 
like the gentleman on whose tombstone is inscribed,

Here lies Mr. Wandemiere,
W ho was to have gone home next year.

I hope that this will be neither 11------- ’s case nor mine. . . .
“  I am likely to return to Scindiah’s camp, for Mr. Seton 

threatens to return to Delhi. He is now Governor o f Prince 
of Wales’ Island; but he accepted that appointment on condi­
tion, that if  he should not like to keep it, he might return to 
Delhi. In liis last letter to me, he announces his intention of 
availing himself o f that condition; and I  shall be obliged to 
turn out for him, to my great regret. I shall be no loser in a 
pecuniary way; but I  consider the Residency at Delhi infinitely 
superior to that in Scindiah’s camp.

“  I expect, or rather hope, that Theophilus will marry before 
he quits England. He is calculated for marriage, and requires 
it, I think. For my part, I shall never marry. M y principal 
reason for thinking that I  positively shall never marry, is the 
difficulty o f two dispositions uniting so exactly as to produce 
that universal harmony which is requisite to form the perfect 
happiness that is indispensable to make the married state
desirable. But little do I know what is to befall me....................

“  Ever most affectionately yours,
“  C . T. M e t c a l f e . "

A  few more passages from letters written to the 
same much-respected correspondent during the first 
years of his residence at Delhi—passages illustrative 
of the feclin;.: ith which lie regarded his position
in India—may he given in this place. They show
how little he had ceased to yearn after home__how
lndo time had impaired the strength of his domes 
tie aileetioLs:



“ • • • . .  To-morrow will bo ChristniaS_.(2ay < VLen 
all lricnds meet at home. I have a party o f  fifty to dine with 
me, among whom I cannot reckon one real friend. W hat a 
blank it is to live in such a society! I  have lately been over­
whelmed with visitors— Sir George and Lady Nugent,* Colonel 
and Lady Charlotte Murray, and twenty others o f  the same 
party, have been my guests for eight or ten days, They are 
gone. I  found them all very pleasant. But I often wish that 
I had some cottage to retire to, where I might live in obscurity 
and uninterrupted solitude for a time. I  feel myself out o f  my 
element in attempting to support the appearance which attaches 
to t ie situation I  hold.” — [D elhi, December 24, 1812.]

■ ■ • • T om f is arrived....................... Poor fe llow ! He
has a long time before h im ; but, perhaps, not longer than I have.
It is not improbable that I may remain eighteen or twenty 
years more. . . . .  I  cannot say that I  approve o f  tin 
plan o f  sending children out to India for all their lives. There * 
is no other service in which a man does not sec his friends 
sometimes. Here it is perpetual banishment. There was a 
good reason for se., L .,g son' to India when fortunes were made 
rapidly, and they returned home. But i f  a man is to slave all 
his life, he had better do so, in my opinion, in his own country, 
where he may enjoy the society o f hi.' friends, which I  call en­
joying life. . . . . D o not suppose that I am discontented,
and make myself unhappy. It is my fate, and 1 am reconciled 
to it. The time may come, i f  ever I  am able to set mv elf 
down at home with a comfortable fortune, when I  shall confess 
that my destiny was a favorable one, and shall be able to look 
barf to past annoyances with composure. But can anyth'ug 
bo a recompense to me in this world for not seeing my dear 
and honored father, from the days o f my boyhood to the day o f 
his death— and, perhaps, the same with regard to my mother?

, * Sir George Nugent was the new TkeophUus ALtealfe, who hart oomo 
Uommnrv1 r in-CliicC ont to India in the Ctonpam’s Civ 1

T Uia younger brother, Thomua .Service.
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