
1 think not--decidedly not. A t  present, notwithstanding my 
uncommon good fortune, I  am not convinced that it is con- 
ducive to a man’s happiness to send him to seek his fortune in 
,naia. —  March  G, 1813.]

' ' ‘ •  ̂ cannot describe to yon how much 1 am
WOr c'" i f  I  could, there would be no pleasure either to

oi me in the detail. I  will, therefore, pass over that for 
awhile, and endeavor to forget my plagues. Tom  arrived 
nere on the 18th. I am very much pleased with him, and 
tmnk him a superior young man. I  will answer for his doin " 
well He distinguished himself very much in College, and go't 
cut by his own exertions in less than four months''.' Here he 
and I are together; and here we shall remain for many and 
many a long year, consoling each other as well as wo can for 
tne absence o f all other friends.* . . . .  I shall see you, I  
hope, m eighteen years!”— [Delhi, November 2, 1813.]

“  • • ’ • Ifc very kind in you to wish me hom e; and I
assure you that I  wish myself at home most ardently. Never­
theless, as the sacrifices which a man must make who comes to 
India have been made for the most part already, I do not mean 
ro return to England to struggle with poverty, or to be forced 
to draw tight my purse-strings. The sacrifice that I have made 
I  consider great. The recompense that I  propose to myself is 
ta llavc a competency, not merely for m y own expenses, but 
to enable me to assist others without reluctance or restraint, 
-dy own expenses may, I think, bo trifling. I  believe that I 
should h aw  m0re pleasure in spending only 500/. per annum, 
t!mn 1 s'w 'dd have in squandering 5000/. in the same way! 
But to put extreme economy out o f  the question, allow 1500/! 
or 2000/. for my own expenses. You know better than I do 
what “  single man ought to live upon creditably, without 
attempting to vie with people o f large fortunes. Tell me what

* The younger Metcalfe, by the had been appointed an AgpkUnt ^  
spontaneous kindness of Lord hi into, tin- Delhi Resident. ’ ^
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you think requisite for the support o f  a bachelor in a decent, 
comfortable manner. A dd to that what would be requisite to 
procure a seat in Parliament. A dd to that a sum to enable me 
to make presents freely to my friends, and to assist the dis­
tressed, and to contribute to public charities. Let me know 
the sum total, and I  will make my arrangements accordingly.
• ■ . . ■ I am become very unsociable and morose, and feel
myself getting more so every day. I  lead a vexatious and 
joyless life; and it is only the hope o f homo at last that keeps 
me alive and merry. That thought cheers mo; though writing 
to any o f you always makes me sad.” —  \_Shaliniar, Delhi, 
March 20, 1814.]

From passages sucli as these, glimpses may be 
caught of the inner life of the Delhi Resident. 
Stripped ot ltis externals, the hurra sahib, or great 
lord of the imperial city, was but a solitary exile, 
continually disquieted by thoughts of Home. But 
he lived with the harness on his back, and incessant 
occupation preserved him from despondency or de­
pression. He had now become Resident indeed.
The anticipations of his return to Scindiah’s Court 
which he had expressed in one of his letters to his 
Aunt, were not to be realised. At the commence­
ment of September, 1812, Mr. Sefon entered the 
ILooghly river, on his return fr<ftl p rinee 0f Wales’ 
Island, full of the thought of ̂ visiting Delhi. Rut 
a letter from Lord Minto, ajhvounemg that he had 
been appointed provisions^ a member of Council, 
met him at Diamond H »,i)0lu,  Two vacancies were 
about to occur at the Council-Board. Mr. Lumsden 
and Mr. Colcbroke had both nearly served for the 
appointed live years 0f  office. To the first of these
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vacancies that ripe statesman, Mr. Edmonstone 
who had long been little less than the Supreme 
Government itself, stood nominated by the Court of 
Directors. For the second, the choice lay between 
Mr. Tucker and Mr. Seton; but after some discus­
sion at the India House, the latter had been eventu­
ally appointed; and the intelligence had arrived just
m time to greet him as he entered the river on his 
return to Bengal.

Scarcely had Seton landed, when he wrote to his 
old Assistant to apprise him of what was a matter 
o mm of such vital importance. But he had been 

anticipated by some of the denizens of Government 
House, who, a week before, had despatched the glad 
tidings to the Acting-Resident. The intelligence, 
which was in some measure unexpected, filled both 
Seton and Metcalfe with joy. To the former, more­
over, it was mi inexpressible relief. “ In addition 
to considerations of a domestic character,”  he wrote 
to his old Assistant, “ I  trust I  have a due sense of 
others of a less selfish kind, which render the situ- 
ation gratifying in the extreme; and you, my dear 

calic, will, I  am persuaded, give me credit for 
the delight «  v Inch I indulge the reflection that 
the arrangement, will necessarily fix you at Delhi.
I really cannot express to you how awkward and 
distressed I  felt every tf.ne that the idea came across 
me that I could not retum  to Delhi without being 
the means of your quitting that station. In vein 
did I try to reconcile my m flu to it by turning to 
tho * flattemig unction’ o f its being necessary, in 
consequence of the state of my concerns.

i l l  . a
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All -would .nut do. I  still felt the awkwardness 
arising- Aom the embarrassing reflection that I must 
eith'i' sacrifice the pressing claims of my family, or 
interfere with the views of my friend— and of sue' i 
a frien d ! The present arrangement has, among 
many other desirable points, the advantage of trun- 
quillising this painful struggle.”  The May fleet 
which arrived in October brought out the official 
announcement o f Seton’s appointment; so the old 
Delhi Resident remained in Calcutta; Metcalfe was 
confirmed in the appointment which he had now 
held on a precarious tenure for a year and a halt: 
and Richard Straehoy succeeded in the same manner 
to the Residency at Scindiah’s Court.

And thus was removed one of the great draw­
backs o f Charles Metcalfe’s position at Delhi during 
the earlier period o f lus incumbency; but there were 
hill, as he said in his letters 1 ] Aunt, many 
vexations and ai -  'C troubles o f
the Residency-) nc'  ̂ h ast were those which arose 
out of the folly o f Di0 Mogul, and the v ifleedness of 
his family and dep®10% lhere were things done 
in the Palace . d ^Ui ’©ported to the Descent, in 
violation of all laws £ '} divine. 1 b(*erimes 
which were thus comm% o j> sometimes he;iind the 
sanctity of the disquieted Metcalfe,
for it was difficult either to prevent thyr commis­
sion, or to deal wi1  ̂ rbem w hen the; lVere com­
mitted. One day it was reported to him by the 
officer in command oi the 1 alaeo-guaip( ^hose duty 
it was to take oogui?ailco t*1 t ': passed within
the limits of the im p tr e s id e n c e ,  ]iat (w0 0f  the



* ° f ’lg  pi’mces had been playing the parts o f common 
lobbers oiling their naked persons, then rushing 

drawn swords among the startled inmates 0f  
he Zenana, and forcibly carrying off their property. 

Another time it was announced to him that one of 
these princes had murdered a woman in the Palace, 
cither by heating her to death or compelling her to 
swallow opium. Again tidings came to him that 
one ol the ladies of the Emperor’s establishment 
had murdered a female infant. Then it was reported 
to the Resident that the imperial quarters had been 
rendered a general receptacle for stolen goods and 
sequestered property. Then a knotty question arose 
as to w tether the slave-trade, having been prohibited 
in the city of Delhi, should be allowed to survive in 
the I alat-e. Then it appeared that the Emperor 
himself, alter sundry intrigues at Calcutta, was in­
triguing witli ’ v ewab Wuzeer of Oude, through 
the agency -  He Prince Jehan-
guire, wV> on the pretext of attending a mar­
riage fe s ta l, had gone to Luckno^ from Allahabad 
where H  was a state-prisoner, to beseech the Newab 
to intercede with the British G ^ emment for the 
augmentation of his father’s stipsnd

Since Charles Metcalfe had niade his first obei. 
sauce at the Court of the Mf>gu]j the old blind 
Emperor, &bah Allum, had becn ^tlicred to his 
fathers; aid now Akbar Shall, his 80n, reigned in 
us stead the mfu-mities of the ch a p p y  monarch 

had not hoc? without their ascs. Ilis wauts had
been compare', a ly  few, and \\. had grown penurious 
at thee ;<us Career. W\m  he died, it appeared

IM  «L
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tliat he had 'loaxdf d1 Up s°me. hklis of ruPees’ £0  ̂ ->t oOr found himself witi a supply of tump-
lus. Sated cash in liis treasury which he might call 

undividedly his own. But the new King being 
neither blind nor penurious, complained that the 
stipend allowed by the British Government was in-' 
sufficient for the Avants of such a family as he was 
bound to maintain. The inmates of the imperial 
Palace constituted a considerable population iu 
themselves. There Avere members of the l-oyal 
family belonging to several generations, inclining 
CA'en the connexions of Shah Allum’s predecessor ; 
and liberal as Avere the alloAvanees granted hy the 
Brit ish Government, they barely sufficed to support, 
in comfort and respectability, a royal family of such 
inordinate dimensions. The condition, indeed, of 
these AvretcheJ people moved the generous sym­
pathies of Lord Minto. Sc .thing of a promise
had been made t Lhe Mogul, that Avhen the finan­
cial conditio]! of the British Government would 
admit of greater liberality, an addition would be 
.made to the imperial stipend. So in the summer 
of 1809 the Governor-General was induced to review 
the whole question, and in an elaborate miuute, 
partly Avritten by Mr. Edmonstone, partly by him­
self, declared liis intention of augmenting the allow­
ances of the Shall, and indicated the most advan­
tageous method of doing it. The increased amount 
was still beloAv that w hich the Mogul had declared 
to be necessary for the support of his household; 
but the savings of Shah Allum for some tiiue made 
good the deficiency, and kept the royal pensioner

9
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qiiiet. Xo sooner, however, was this „
exhausted, than hi began to bestir liimselb^'G' U|K\ 
a further augmentation of what he called i. 0 ̂  
hute,” and to this end instructed his favorite so 1]m 
whose behalf he had long desired to set aside the 
lights of the heir-apparent, to obtain the ear oi the 
Newab Wuzeer of Oudo, and to induce him to 
further his claims. The letter of the Shah* fell 
into the hands of Colonel Baiilie, the Resident at 
-bueknow, who recommended that thenceforth the 
Prince should be “  subjected to those salutary re­
straints, under the influence and authority of the 
Iiesidbnt, which .would seem indispensable to the 
future guidance of his conduct, and cannot be easily 
applied under any other authority.” !

Indeed, it was necessary to exercise no little sa­
lutary restraint over the movement* of the Shah 
and his favorite son. The idea winch the former 
had encouraged of setting asiuh <be rightful suc- 
cession in favor of the latter had beefl peremptorily 

sisted by the British Government; bifl it was 
doubtful whether it had been wholly abandoned- -A- 
I'tLL; time before the detection of these Lucknow 
intrigues—that is, in the spring of 1811, soon after 
.Metcalfe's assumption of office— the Mogul bad

M e  e x o rd iu m  o f  th e  K in g ’ s k  t to r  w a s  le ft  in  th e  tr e a s u r y  f  t th e  d e m ise  
oe N  *v*rth t h e  s ta te  o f  th e  ca se  a s  o f  h is  la te  M a je s t y  h a s  a l l  b e e n  ro -  
g iv o n  ju  th e  t e x t :  m o v e d  a n d  e x p e n d e d . T h e  tr ib u te

r ,. , J b e lov u d  so n , th e  l ig h t  o f  m y  a llo w e d  b y  II e E n g lis h  is  t o t a lly  ir i- 
:y> am i d e l "  h t  o f  m y  s o n 1 m a y  th e  a d e q u a te  t o  d e fr a y  m y  e x p e n se s , am i 

h n ig h u  • •*! t y o  . • y e a r s !  A id e r  th e re  seem s n o  p r o s p e c t  o f  a n  in cre a se , 
p r a y m ' s 1 - 1  th e  p ro lo n g a t io n  o f  y o u r  n o r  o f  th e  s a t is fa c to r y  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  
IlU Ik Jl hixovtn i o  y o u  th a t  in  c o n s c -  a n y  o th e r  m a tte r  d e p e n d in g .”
'• • ot ih ( - cent in crea se  c !  n eees - t  Colonel t> '. to Mr. K-lmou-

1 * be ip i [: ro, th e  m o n e y  w h ic h  clone, jMuvch 3, 181; !— l i no



been partly the agent, partly the victim, o f another 
intrigue at Calcutta. This business was known in 
the official language of the times as the Mission of 
Prawn Kishen. The secret history of this Mission 
is diverting in the extreme. Two wily natives— the 
one a Hindoo, the other a Mussulman, aided by a 
Moulavee, or Mahomedan priest—persuaded the 
Shah that they could do great things for him at 
Calcutta, especially in respect of the succession of 
’ jdnce Jehanguire, through the agency of the Chief- 
Jfstiee, Sir Henry Bussell, from whom a letter, 
addressed to his Majesty, was produced. The weali- 
nec  ̂ ** cuu.g,n+ - j  .rw imnosture. The
cunning knaves were sent as wa keels1 * Calcutta,
whilst the expounder of the Koran rem;a{necj behind 
in the imperial city to consummate the f) .auri Thcv 
did their work with considerable addre..., and for 
some time, by means of a series of amusing fabri­
cations, contrived to live upon the credulity ot their 
master. There was no falsehood— there was no 
forgery—wide1 these sharpers hesitated to utter or 
to commit. They wrote astonishing accounts of 
their reception by ' ‘ Lord Bussell,”  and despatched 
letters to the King in the name of that high fruic- 

lion- - " ''ty  declared that they had waited on 
i. ■ aP* ;tely on their arrival at Calcutta, that 
on re ■ >’ & an account of his Majesty s situation 
he lia l cd’uu? his bands with grief,”  and on read- 

ac ,ng’s letter ho had bitten lik lips, and as- 
surod i5 thivoy that ho had caused the Gov . rnor-

,  lu r f t n i is an ttgc.it, or uttonuy. probably l>e frctiiint <h unvmv, 
j r uia walk the word, which will gur-.-iallyeigni" jo ;tc ."*■
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General to write a letter to the Nizam (Metcalfe), 
saying, 441 have sent you that you should honor his 
Majesty, not that you should distress him. If, 
another time, I  hear of your offending his Majesty, 
you may expect to be punished. . . . .  Be tranquil, 
lor the business of the heir-apparentey, and of the 
removal of the Nizam, shall soon be effected, and 
the other matters, also, will be easily accomplished.”  
Having thus assured the King that all his repre­
sentations had been favorably received, they 
him, in a subsequent letter,* that they were 4 Gff 
for London”  with the Governor-General and pe 
old Delhi B ( ~ - w  .W  —  ̂ —' - ’“ his M«iest> to 
pay their wa<oes t0 a friend, whom they naitky m 
their absenc-e- Dord Minto and Mr. Setor were 
just at that time embarking for the Eastern Arelii- 
pei.ig ., oVid the knaves taking advantage of a cir­
cumstance, tlie outline of which might obtain no­
toriety even at Delhi, assured the King that they 
were going to England, and that his humble servants

-1* The lc-Uer in which this is stated of disappointment, that such has not 
ia highly amusing. They had told 'akeu place as yet to tin present day. 
tho Kin.. Ivjforo that Mr. Elphinstone W e leave Kovel Ram with the afore- 
had I)*: on sent a prisoner to England, said gentleman (Lord Russell); Mr.
;\u i now they related the oircum- Elphinstone having 'been aroused of 
Bitncvi of his acquit Lai: partiality to the Fre* •; ,

• Hie Lords! i> (Lord Russell; has to go to London. Twas of.lv ^  
crderc . us both to accompany .Mr. Kim: he said, M am  before the 
Eetonandhia Excellency the Governor- have been accut . d tluQ foidt?
Ueneral to London—so, God willing, cause when in Delhi 13Pi 4,c 
oil we go to London, l.y the v. r y  Seton on account of his 
liombay. We hope In your Majo.sty’a the royal family. I 
grj'.cious kimlnes;-) t-, allow GoraChund He was accordingly acn 110  *au * 
to join us in this quarter, for from tho off with .“ ion arid th. /d. v *• B,v 
flimali vHS of our waged we can with vernor on the 18th nf Ml*’*5 
difficulty make our -mbsi&r ace if beg that our woe,.-' be paiu 
asunder. A e trust in your Majesty’s Motile ee from m nth to month’;!1': 
bounty J 1' increase 1 f our wages. It of con m- will get it convoyed to ir .l< 
h:.3 been tur b ;u 1 >rtuuc, and the c:. . e [3/5". Recoj 7 s .  j

|I>  *SL
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i • feoing1 with Mm. And having' done.., ■ ,
W M o u I a r o e  ,^ured ,lie e * J im ,  the
was orrod, thp‘t his wakeeis ^  the story 
Qovcrnorc^le.ral, and that all his tIie
would now be spe2diIy ‘  '^ V n -ish es

letters from Galena iT w d lh  'L*
had been momised ' ■ suc1' 8rK>t things
The e u F Z Z ’ 7 e,e,1,la“ d »  “ * » ! * . ’ .  t a d l
- » doubtiu. M t *
failure „f bis rri 1,0 dld “ ot g™ve over the
misconduct fa u  °“  .r°thfr « “  « "•  m
hand intri^e -  ™ H ? “ g caiT-v 011 “  >mder-
opportunity of A ra se h fa g Y "; S M ™ ’ *ook « *  
• "* *  ‘ ha* torment of fa? A  I f * * *  

to ettt Uprectieable changes J'e uoriymg desire 
out a hope 'ui' a +;me tj * ' Ho nas not with- 
olFered would have 7 , c lU vlcc which he
dissuade him fror. i„ fcbe Shah, and
less intrigue;’ Y , ifft&ny further profit-;
eutla, heaoon began to " '  d ic t io n  of Cal.
not pun his diploma'v n h h T  r 1’ ^  ™ight
now There was i ? , batteruccess at Luck, 
trine continuaUv flZ-u  an un,‘r -current of in. 
alt?ugh it coupj ]w "'S’ out of te Palace; an 1, 

in its effects > *' at ai1̂  tini‘ Icon ic  da.n- 
veent, and was th,’J  »WftS likt‘]y to }eeome ine<pn 
pefrous visions’of - ef°re’ to bc retrained. >
* * *  by these d e l S T  ? hlre ^ VaI in.

generous sympathy of t]T T l  Th”
sought o coyer their actual ) Ut.J,sh I^^nm ent 
war. marks 0f  courier i hmwh^ o n  * th  on t- 

}  and Effect, the Q-ore they
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dreamt o ^ ec^ m g  the s p e c i a l i t i e s > of then jy- 
gone g r e a ts . “  Tim "  ^ rote  Lord Mnto, 
in the janute t~ "in ch  I  have af luded, “aent on 
Ms ndttaina'oie purpose, hut destitr ,i ol power to 
atiHipt i t ^TCniy, and too feeble cva i to avow it, 
fOOps iO every little artifice, engages in every petty 

intrigue, and is drawn into all the oblique and dis­
ingenuous courses which the la;-1' - ° f  bis Palace, 
or councillors equally feminine. c ,n suggest and re­
commend to him. An opening jsfornished for sm-'h 
practices hy the liberal courtesy v.lfh which m e  ex­
terior observances due to the real sovereignty of his 
ancestors are, most properlv- ex+^udek to his nominal 
title ; and under cover o f the fofmal homage, uhich 
a tenderness for his personal feelings alone prompt 
us to render him, ho seeks to advance a silentud 
gradual claim to the substantial attrib^vu great-

5

If hat these wilPjaginations wA,ld he fostered 
\ { y the excessive kdness and consideiT ion oi 1 ■

geton, Metcalfe bq always predicted.t  _n ll j "
he found that tl; noble failing of his fnem had 
rr *catly increased ds own difficulties tha 1 
hii had foreseen ad actually come to Pass<  ̂ 1 v' s 
now  his duty, t;ere fo re -a  duty forced upon him, 0 
V i'.. by his ow. rooted convictions than by t 1 r*s 
l or,l -A instructors ()f the Supreme Governn«t—• 
t,( dc» *U that c(>uld be done without any rnd'eate

JaM ’  y c « «  S u e*  ^

1SP 'y t0 ltr' S,isrer l"t ‘h«C  ayter \ i - i  especially a passage at -
pn-.t '*21. \hichl may be compared ton s col-~
Witil tl"5 b vqct given a'POVO IruUl

I©  - *SLx -y : t h e  Dii,ixi b e s i d e k c y -



and. vexatious interference in the domestic affairs of 
the royal household, to baffle all these petty intrigues, 
and disperse all these idle aspirations. It was his 
policy, whilst exercising firm control in all matters 
of essential importance, to abstain from meddling 
with petty details connected with the interior arrange­
ments of the Palace. But nothing was more difficult 
than this. lie  could not turn a deaf ear to the re­
ports of robbery and murder which, came to him 
from that great sty of pollution; and yet he could 
not deal with offences so committed as he would v. ivh 
crimes, more immediately under his jurisdiction, 
committed in the open city. Even the truth strug­
gled out but dimly from the murky recesses of the 
Palace. Sometimes little things were magnified and 
mystified into gigantic shadows, which dissolved at 
the touch of judicial inquiry. At others, it was 
not to bo doubted that terrible realities were alto­
gether obscured and lost among the swarming 
labyrinths of that great building. All these things 
greatly disquieted Metcalfe ; for the evil was a tre­
mendous one and so difficult to reach.

1 here were other vexations and annoyances to 
disquiet him at this time. Among these was one 
which inconveniently affected the efficiency of his 
administration. The “  Assistants,”  upon whose eo- 
adjutmey Metcalfe chiefly relied at this time for the 
due administration of the revenue of the Delhi 
territory, were Mr. William Eraser and Mr. Gardiner.
But it happened, as it often happens in such cases, 
tha' their efficiency in this particular office became 
the signal for their removal to another; and Mot-

|I>  *5L
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cnlfe was suddenly deprived of their aid. This 
spoliation of the Delhi Residency,”  as Mr. Seton 

subsequently called it, was done with the best inten­
tions by Lord Minto, who, appreciating their services, 
was anxious to reward them, and so removed them 
to the Judicial Department.* But the Resident 
complained, and not without reason, of being thus 
stripped of his auxiliaries ; and Seton, to whom the 
letter of complaint was addressed, gave it to Lord 
Minto one evening at the tea-table. “  More com­
plaints, my Lord, and legitimate ones, too,” he said, 
“  from my excellent friend Metcalfe.”  “  Knowing 
them to be such,”  replied Lord Minto, “ I am 
almost afraid to read them, more especially as I  
liave not yet been able to write to him the ex­
planatory letter which I have so long had in con­
templation.’ “  lie , however,”  continued Seton, re­
porting these circumstances to his friend, “  did read 
the letter, and with great interest—I might almost 
say distress and embarrassment—distress on your 
account and embarrassment on his own. Yet, 
though really annoyed at reflecting on the havoc 
made at the Residency, he could not help laughing 
aloud at your humorous picture of your distress, 
concluding with ‘ kings, vakeels, Sikhs, Patans, and 
old women. And, writing again soon afterwards 
with reiorence to the same subject, the member of 
Council said, “ I f  I  did not know you to he greatly

.(in r llT;>0{ forty ycars> to ai just at the verv time when
fe e f ..." il'i- Imliaii r-' -'i0 ,,c"  thc < -I "ik.-nco goim-l in tlieol.l nlll.-o

j i . n lre *.vs- is Jikuty to be turned to p. jfltablu ac-
” e /wnovod, for the sake count, 

of promotion, from 0no department



above all van%> I might perhaps offer you some 
eonsolatiiSilllv 'wnat -L,orcl M;uto said upon
the oee° H V Ŵ 1 re ĉronce 1 °  ,y°ur being in yourself 
a hosclya  words were Ipse acJmen)> and cmse-
quenl inostflmiraUy qualified to do with les’ aid 
fhar- be-i “ men—to enlighten even when ‘ slum of 
T. •*■ ms.’ ”

df the circumstances under which those changes 
had been made Mr. Seton entered into an elaborate 
explanation; but he said rightly that Lord Minto 
t'ad only been deterred by pressure of business from 
explaining them under his own hand. The Go­
vernor-General had, indeed, long been waiting for 
an opportunity of making his peace with Metcalfe ; 
but that opportunity did not occur until he was 
Pnaff way home. And then from the Gape of Good 
Hope he despatched the following pleasant letter, 
which illustrates at once his kindness of heart, ’vis 
affection for Metcalfe, and the interest which he 
took in all. the all airs of the G overnment which he 
had now quitted:

LORD VIINTO TO MU. M E T C A L fE

£‘ Capo of Good Hope, February 24, ls i  4 .

“ M r  d e a r  S ir , I offended against every  righ t 1 ling 
b y  com ing away from  B engal w ithout a line to acknowledge, 
the many proofs o f  the kindest, and to m e the most fluttering 
and gratifying, partiality, w hich  y ou  afforded m e during tin; 
period o f  our acquaintance in  India, and I am not disposed to 
aggravate m y fault b y  carrying m y silence round the C  ape, and 
1 /o n d  the lim its o f  the C om pany ’s quondam  privileges.
A ccep t, therefore, from  hence, the tardy, but not less ’wavin 

sincere insurances o l m y  cordial and adccfcionulo ro • ivd.
V0L- I. 2 A
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This sentiment having originated in the most perl, Leen\. <y~ 
and bavin" ever s'nce i,, by - r constant ,
and experience loth of character and talents, nu ^  
eredittef, and its value perhaps, enhanced in ye ]na(j e,-°aat-10Ui 
This sirt of plump declaration is, perhaps, seldom ’ Except 
to a different sex, just before the question is pop ^  ^  
stand for once as an introduction, between a pair e ^  ^ mc 
gender, to a request which I  feel a great inclination p ; . r 
a sincere, constant, and mutual friendship from this t ..e 
forward. On my part it has begun long ago; and i  have, 
thcrefue, a stock in hand that may furnish a sort o f security 
for my part o f the bargain, and some strong indications of 
regard already afforded by you leave me no apprehension o f a 
disappointment in your share o f the contract.

Brownrigg has, I  think, acted the part o f a confidant in 
this affair very faithfully, and from his go-between-ship I 
might still contrive to hear pretty regularly anything that 
interests you much; hut I shall be still more gratified, and if  
you sign the counterpart of this treaty, I  shall positively expeck 
you to keep me informed under your own hand, prwpi'io pugno, 
of everything that in any degree concerns your welfare, credit, 
happiness, or comfort.

“  I began, a great while ago, an explanatory letter to you on 
the a flair o f Mr. Fraser’s and Mr. Gardner’s sudden removal 
from Delhi to Moran abad. As the matter naturally appeared 
to you, there was a most complicated injury, affecting at once 
yourself and both those gentlemen; while in reality 1 was all 
the ne thinking I had done a very, clever thing, and that I 
av a fortunate man in meeting what 1 understood t;. be the 
cam ': t. whlim o f your as- stam , and what I concluded had 
received your previous concurrence. I happened, unfortu­
nately, not to finish that letter, and feci loss confident m-w in 
en. ;rin ; on the subject, as he poirtici.tars arc loss fresh in nr 
m- mory. 1 can venture, h -w ver, to say alt that appears m 
tci n.l., as far my intern .on? "re concerned. The tact is, that 
Mi ' . F '  ' n, our common frien>., hud about that time repre-
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sented to me in glowing terms the merits o f Mr. Fraser and 
Mr. Gardner, and the fair pretensions that both had acquired 
by distinguished service to advance to some station superior in 
emolument to those they then held, as well as leading to earner 
prospects of higher promotion. From the state o f the Fhplo- 
matic ’ ine, and the claims o f assistants senior to themselves, 
they ore discouraged from confining their views to chat de­
partment, and, in a word, were desirous ot being transferred to 
the Judicial. I was well acquainted with the very 
dinary merits and very eminent services o f both, 111 1
sidering these as constituting powerful claims to t1*® attentio^ 
and favor o f Government, I was sincerely P101110 .-j
their views; but I  told Mr. Seton that i  a -c-l,P es> am 
should find considerable difficulty in appointim cit; lcr ot tlicst 
gentlemen at once to the office of Judge and j aS ls r̂ ;lle> 0 cPf> 
cinlly in the Upper Provinces, where that offi- was l,lL‘°'-<i c 
n higher scale of emolument than e l -e v ^ -  1 
the Residency at Delhi united, to .mo extent, the duties ol
Revenue, of the Judicial service of Pohce, to ^  d,^o- 
matic functions, in a manner whi'h distinguis c< 11 -oni 0 
Residencies, and which had the ■*** iacrhtafmg the muffin 
o f the officers attached to DclP to those other departments, 
but still it was a transfer, and /perated in a manner w m 
calculated to give umbrage and to cl01lle ^,ssa*' 5 action .t . 
those whose promotion was upended in a line to w u e  . 1 J

lmd devoted themselves, am 111 which they hat 'lUilu e 
themselves by a pretty long c<’urse ° f  practice an(f cxpencnce 
for the situations, in which they were, superseded by S®*1*- - 
drawn from another branch ° f  service F ou w i. e^siy 
imagine that I was mere conversant in these 
than the candidates for offit1® themselves, ns ■ i-1 nl ’ 
wh.ioh ever party it lay, was sure ®° '|a '■) 1 ' m<" . ^
•modv . objection, on a principle of me re import met. t. - o 
ing these gentlemen, at the * *  ■*!>. to the oft-ce of J u ^ e  
and Magistrate. To be quRi0' .’ tor US duties, io:; ir,-S 
than talents, application, act ivity, and probity, aU ot which

j2 A 2
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knew Mr. Fraser and Mr. Gardner to possess, and to have 
proved themselves to possess most eminently. But it has been 
a principle with me to require Experience also in the particular 
functions o f  that line. Under these considerations, I  explained 
to Mr. Seton the difficulties that would stand in the way o f  an 
■immediate appointment to the office o f Judge and Magistrate, 
and advised his friends, through him, to enter the Judic 1 line 
as soon as possible in the rank o f Assistant Judge, or "Magistrate.
'Jhig ««=i- might he, as I  do sincerely think it would -v1r.ve been,

.low the n  dividual and personal pretensions o f  these distin- 
a lished p tt'on s; but I  viewed it in the light o f  a temporary 

.•.commodation . - Principle, and as leading in the least objee- 
ior..'.ble manner at ^he same time by a sufficiently early 

process, to the ° ljcct 0f  their wishes. Soon after these discus- 
c ^ns with H ''qkJton, the resolution was taken to appoint two 

Ivlagisuinq jn dre Zillah o f Moradabad; and 1 felt 
immediately the oppori,nij;y  which that resolution afforded, o f 
enabling M r. Fraser and Jr_ Gardner to make their fir s t step 
towards Judge and Magist.^te. I  proposed Mr. Fraser ac­
cordingly, and immediat dy nterwards Mr. Gardner. As this 
was done with the concurrence^ Mr. Seton, I  had no doubt o f 
its proving acceptable to the fajtiog concerned; and I never 
doubted your privity and acquitjcence jn these views o f your 
assistant. After enjoying very agreeable reflections for some 
time on tin subject of these arrangements, Mr. Fraser’s remon­
strance and }ou i lamentations (n ost natural, I  allow, since you 
me not  ̂men pr< l ’aicd for such a reduction in your force), took 

rl“  " "  ' . " V  11 lt !t*icl aghart f J fclt j n  a  moment, that in 
t i n s  capital measure, which had tickled me so muF . I had
bocu little better tbaii v bnsvl i., i '<x***Ti ♦L v^ edy  and a marplot. V hat
TQ ‘ ^  A xa‘ 11 /  nL<antly revoked, and Gardnei wua
Idt ..I Moradabad only because i t was aot ;i,;celt:iined tl„ t hc
obj' ( c  to it. 1C MS are the c w .u u i8 ta w  with regard to the 
intention, I mean none; you will percelvu th:lt j  cntertaincd 
“ ont other than d,:U ol promoting. tfK; vicw3 iu tho servi<. , o f 
tw o young gentlemen, whom, w about knowing either per-

| I |  <SL
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Eonally, I  esteemed and admired extremely. I  certainly mis­
took my road; or rather, was misled into the 1'alse steps I  made.
I  am, therefore, very desirous that Mr. Fraser should under­
stand that nothing was further from my thoughts than degrad­
ing, or in any way mortifying a person whom I  have long 
respected, and that I  had no hostile design, nor any other than 
the most friendly towards him in the whole affair. W ith  
regard to the Resident at D elhi, I  may as well confess that, 
having always had a very mean opinion o f  his abilities, and 
thinking him a very unamiable character and dull companion,
I  did entertain a secret wish to bring him into disrepute, by 
depriving him o f his most able and experienced coadjutors.

“ N ow  for ourselves. W e  arrived here in good health, the 
7tli instant, and shall sail lor St. Helena the 26th, in emupau} 
with the Stirling Castle. Whether we shall proceed with that 
ship from St. Helena to England, cannot be determined till -e 
know the state o f the convoys at St. Helena.

“  As the whole ship’s company o f  the Hussar are your slaves,
I  may venture, without consulting them, to send you every­
thing that is kind from the whole, o f  all ages, and both genders.

“  Believe me ever, my dear Metcnlte,
“  (bein" entitled to this familiarity by the contract),

«  Faithfully and affectionately yours,
“  MlNTO.”

But that which most disquieted Charles Metcalfe 
during the earlier years of his Residency at Delhi 
was a circumstance connected, not with the diplo­
matic, not with the administrative, but with the 
social side of his multiform office. It was his duty, 
as has been already hinted, to keep up a c e r ta in  
state at Delhi, as the representative of the British 
Government at the Court of the Mogul. To a public 
functionary in such a situation the ntcrlainnient 
of a certain, or, rather, an uncertain number ol
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people every week is a business rather than a plea­
sure. He has to feast scores o f people, o f whom he 
knows little, and for whom he cares nothing; and 
to live in crowds, where he would fain he alone. 
Ilis house is a sort of huge caravansary, from which 
no one is turned away, but every one carries off 
something. For purposes of current hospitality, a 
liberal monthly allowance is granted by Govern­
ment,* and Metcalfe was of a character which en­
sured its expenditure to the last sixpence. But it 
happened that when he joined the Delhi Residency 
it was in a poor state of equipment. It  was sadly 
wanting in all the necessary appointments of plate 
and furniture. Hospitality was impracticable with 
such means, and the external dignity of the Govern­
ment could not be becomingly maintained. It was 
Metcalfe's duty, therefore, as he conceived, to make 
certain purchases of public property at the public 
expense. Of these purchases, the Supreme Govern­
ment tacitly approved, and the disbursements were 
formally admitted. But when the accounts went 
home to the Court of Directors, that body disap­
proved ol the expenditure, and severely rebuked 
Metcalfe. "  The conduct, of the Delhi Resident,”  
they vrote to the Governor-General In Council, “ in 
incurring charge:, of so enormous a magnitude as

* 'I i»c «.i«8ttlU».u.f:cs attached to measure!, t-1 beta adopted "> *rr.»unde
* ° “ *c e  '• i U ‘  'T  t ! "  f  a  p c ia o n a l  n t e  w i l l ,

. <• ol M r .  S t  ton, who u a . l m  . tu  r e j e c t  t o  M r .  S c  ton, a n d  d t o r c e d  
a „oiiBuli.ittteu allowance o( tv.,.' ru- tl,u- '.!•» aUowuPwe of «*• D e lh i  Re- 
p,.,,, a n.onth -  bung 28.,;. ra p M  le d .; ,.  •..• Mr,-id bo plum . on their
r u in r y ,  w i t '.  .>19 ru .........  t o .  , r  ..T .g . F o r f u r t h e r  in fo r m a -
eh.o-Kn., l.yar,n,Jm „n of tirG .i- I .on i. .1 subject, nee the closo el 
V9r,tnr-C.»fcu*:fal in f otimul, [•el»r»tary Cit'ijiu-r X17.
•27 l h ! i , it »rae o : • roi th.it tin©
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those referred to in the papers before us, without 
haring received, or even applied for, the previous 
sanction of Government, is in every view unjusti- 
ftable. d ue charges are reported by the Civil Au­
ditor to be unprecedented in amount, and we are 
surpris&d to find these irregularities in the Resident’s 
Proceedings passed over without any mark of dis­
pleasure or reprehension.”  And having commented 
upon the several items of the charge, they proceeded 
to say— “ We consider the whole disbursement to 
have been incurred under circumstances so directly 
in opposition to the regulations of which Mr. Metcalfe 
could not have been ignorant, and in a spirit of such 
profuse extravagance, that we cannot possibly sanc­
tion any part of them without holding out to our 
servants in general an example of the most danger­
ous tendency, as it amounts to no loss than an as­
sumed right to disburse the property of the Company 
at the discretion of the individuals divested of all. 
wholesome control. We shall accordingly consider 
the whole of this disbursement as having been made 
unwarrantably, and under tbe personal responsibility 
of tbe Resident, and so accordingly direct that, he 
lie peremptorily required to pay into your treasury 
the whole amount of the said sum of ISfLlOrsOa. 5p., 
and that the property purchased thus irregularly lie 
considered a.- belonging to the Resident, and not as 
constituting any part of the Company’s dead-stock.” *

Tlrs was, doubtless, a severe rebuke. But as in 
nt a they throw up before their doors and v\ indows
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well-watered screens of fragrant grass, through, 
which the fiery winds of the hot seasor pass cooled 
and tempered, so the Governor-General was careful 
that the scorching blasts of the Court’s economical 
indignation should reach Metcalfe only through one 
of these tatties, softened and moderated, afid ren­
dered endurable by cooling qualifications of his cnvu. 
“ Although the Governor-General,”  wrote the Poli­
tical Secretary, John Adam, in an official communica­
tion to the Delhi Resident, “  has deemed it proper, 
as an act of obedience to the positive instructions of 
the Court, to communicate their order to you, yet 
as his Lordship sees grounds for believing that the 
Honorable Court will take a more favorable view of 
the question on re-consideration, I  am desired to 
inform you that the orders will not be enforced until 
the further directions of the Honourable Court may 
be received in reply to the proposed reference.” *
And at the same time John Adam wrote privately 
to Metcalfe, telling him that the Government in­
tended to resist “  the encroaching spirit of the Court 
of Directors,”  of which he was “  destined to be the

Hut, in spite of the protection thrown over him 
by tlio Supreme Government, the censures of the 
Court of Directors wounded Metcalfe to tbe quick.
It is the f ile of most men, some time or other in 
the course of their lives, to he suspected and accus' d 
of those very offences which they are least capable of

*  S e c r e t  - r y  t o  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  U o - f  J o h n  A .ln m  t o  ( 'h a r k s  M e to a lfc .
Uunt at IMbi. July 13, 181 -  .lulyl "  , l / s  .  ]
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committing. In spite of the mollifying influences 
°1 the Secretary’s official letter, the rebuke of the 
Court was severely felt. £* I have the disgrace and 
mortification,”  wrote Metcalfe to Mr. Adam, “  to 
acknowledge the receipt of your despatch, conveying 
< °  me the censure of the Honorable the Court of Di­
rectors expressed in the most unqualified terms. It 
is the severe censure,” he added, after thanking the 
Governor-General for his unsolicited kindness, “  con­
tained in the orders of the Court, which I feel most 
acutely, far more so than the pecuniary injury which 
it is proposed to inflict. My life and everything that 
I have are at the disposal of the Honorable Com- 
pany; hut my character I wish to carry unsullied 
to the grave.” * He then entered into an elaborate 
and triumphant defence of his conduct, and eon-

* It is right that I  should give the arose, oue ns to the responsibil: 
substance of the defence, though the the other as to amount. Both had 
Jotter ,a too long for quotation in its been submitted to the Supreme Go- 
’Hifgpty. vernment. It was competent for them

MVheu I arrive as Itcfhlent at to pass ft decision; and if they had 
JJelhi,” lie wrote, •' Ihero was not a decided in either case against Met- 

article of public property at calfe, he would cheerfully have abided 
tlie Besuleiiey m the way of furniture by the derision. ITo argued that as 
lor tlio house or equipment for the the Residencies at Scindiah’s Court, 
tab e 1 could not mak up the dc-fi- Nappore, Poonah. Hyderabad, and 
eieticy by any brought with me, be- Mysore possessed property charged 
w W d i t h X S S  i’V  1S enCy ! °  l]l(' account, he was justified

sare M ill i t u - . / i  r " t i t .  neccs- left it. to the Government to h tor- 
Obvtou. CeTt a‘ t v  k U Utk L U is !lin • whether it should b e  a public or
o u i  ________________1 w U h -  a  p r iv a t e  c h a r ; : . -  A s  G o v e r n m e n t
be kont. niti'k .t hat a table cannot lm j decide-1 that it was the former, 
it for i 0'i'hpnient. I take lie reasoned coucluaUcly that tne
furniiitro* n ,'' ’ 1 “ Oretoro, that some censure, if any, should not be cast 
U1 ■ y " 1 souio cquipm mf were upr., him, but upon (la- f,..vevnpicnt 
suiniiio <’i.' 'i ,n,V;-PO'«»We.”  A s- which hail edmi'n d the charge.

“ '8 lh ,s. 1>« said, two questions



eluded by saying: “  Knowing that I  have always 
served the Company with devoted zeal and inde­
fatigable labor, knowing that I  am ready every 
day to lay down my life in their service; knowing 
that in the case which lias brought down such heavy 
disapprobation on me, I  was far from deserving 
censure, it is with a feeling stronger than grief that 
I  find myself selected for public disgrace. In what­
ever spirit my conduct may be judged— whatever 
return my services may receive, I  shall continue, as 
long as I  serve the Company, to serve with unabated 
zeal and entire devotion. Unfounded censure cannot 
depress me, neither shall it diminish my faithful 
exertions. Highly as I  prize the approbation of the 
Honorable the Court of Directors, if  I  have the 
misfortune not to obtain it, tlie approbation of my 
own conscience will support m e; and I  shall not 
sink under censure, however severe, when I  feel 
that it is not merited, and see that it arises from 
error.”  It was, indeed, as he said, the censure that 
stung him. The intended punishment was nothing.
!i;. .-as willing to abide by auv arrangement for the 
disposal of the Residency property.* It was not in

. :!, s" ; f ' ,.qu2nL lr'ttor he m l.- I'.peor retroqiecUvely to the day of
i t ,  ' i  ti.r/r i :Qt ,t h o  '"L  my apiiointmont, anil lot me r. pay to

'• if™ »-'ttSi)‘g the tile Honorable Company all the extra

-  I  hat— Let the order, of the JJ. . f K f ' T p  f t - ?  “  ° r  T . ' ? '  
aom ll : Court be literally tulfiUo.l. cajnipmcnt 'of U ^ l x S n c y  be my

.p rop erty  ta  hi " h e  t J L  o f Z
c;X Ja 1 n ] } Uo' orr»"‘ --Qt prctlrr f ^org. j .;r |_t {. th„ .
during iny Residency <m account of i,<n, < ,,<•»>„ i* ; i * 1 '

let ail tile properly ptucl! soil 1 v me K w ,ed ?* ‘ « ? »
of these iledcrlfitio.is belong , n « . v 1:„1. in™ J rt£a i.r  l i t
'  ™.miy; I et my Ull..v. .,iiri , Ixivut the cu.m: , take t hi ; h
on a fouling with those ol my prod*- regard to the pern
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the nature of the man to haggle with Government 
on a question of rupees. His whole life was a 
denial o f the injurious supposition hinted in the 
Court’s letter. In  after years, when the increase of 
his fortune enabled him to manifest an increased 
liberality in all his dealings, he was continually 
taking upon himself charges which ought more 
properly to have been borne by the State— con­
tinually expending his private fortune upon public 
objects. It is not improbable that the circumstance 
here narrated gave a new and sustained impulse to 
his natural liberality ; that, mindful of past vexa­
tions, be may have determined at any sacrifice to 
avoid the possibility o f their recurrence, and so have 
fallen into an extreme of liberality which, noble as 
it is in itself, is not altogether, in respect o f its 
operation upon others, free from certain incon­
veniences and objections.

But annoyances and vexations, such as have been 
briefly touched upon in this chapter, are inseparable 
from high station, whether in the East or in the 
W est; and there were, on the other side, great 
compensatious. Of these the chief was the know­
ledge that, under his administration, the industrial 
resources of the Delhi territory were being plcn- 
toously developed, and the prosperity of the people 
greatlj increased. At the period o f which I  am now 
speaking— the years 1811-15—it was less, perhaps,

•loiicy under me for Jtperiod o f  similar heartily w illing/' lie added, “  to abide 
e>:ient. Let mo pay the difference :? by any o f  these arri’iaunentt. I f  I  
11 l" ' nmunat ate, and let the equip- suffer, I  shall suffer by my own pro- 
’ iiLiit u! the Residency be my pr .perty position.” 

was my predecessors’ . I  am



/O r  s '— n \ \

from the contemplation of what had been done than 
from the thought of what might he done, under his 
auspices, on such a field of beneficent action, that he 
derived solace under the depressing influences of all 
public and private vexations. l ie  saw, indeed, many 
great defects in the system under which the affairs of 
our newly-acquired provinces were administered, and 
he was eager to introduce reforms which he knew 
would contribute to the happiness of our subjects. 
When, therefore, he reported that under the excellent 
management of Fraser and Gardner— for lie was not 
one who sought to monopolise to himself the credit 
which rightfully belonged in part to his coadjutors 
— the revenues of the Delhi territory had greatly 
increased, and that new breadths of land were being 
brought under cultivation, he did not disguise from 
himself, or seek to disguise from Government, the 
fact that the landed settlement of the Delhi territory 
was on an unsatisfactory footing, and that justice 
demanded its entire revision. From a comprehensive 
report before me, written in 1815, I purpose to 
make some extracts, illustrative of Charles Met- 
eaitc s views at this time of some important ques­
tions of domestic government. W e have hitherto 

; him principally as a diplomatist. Before pass­
ing on to other busy scenes of political strife and 
military action, let us regard him, for a little while, 
a - an id ministi ator, and see how liberal and largc- 
minded wore Ins views at a time when liberality and 
large- lindodnoss, in matters of Indian adminis­
tration, were rarer qualities than they are in the 
present more enlightened times.

<SL
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Iu this report, after mention has been made of 
' he progressively increasing revenues of the Delhi 
territory— revenues which had risen between the 
years 1807-8 and 1813-14 from four lakhs to fifteen 
lakhs of rupees, and it has been shown that the 
increase has been mainly an increase in the landed 
revenue, allusion is made to the AbJcarrec, or 
spirit tax, and it is shown that the last year of the 
statement exhibits a considerable decline. This is 
accounted for by the fact that the men who farmed 
this part of the revenue had, in the preceding year, 
bidden too high for the privilege. And if it were 
not so, humanely argued Metcalfe, there would be 
nothing to regret:

<6 A  diminution in this branch o f revenue is not much to 
be regretted. There is no danger o f a permanent or serious 
loss as long as people drink spirituous liquors; and any decrease 
o f revenue proceeding from a diminution o f consumption 
would be a cause o f joy  rather than o f regret.”

It is, however, to the larger subject of the landed 
revenue that this report mainly refers. But before 
tlie writer passes ou to the consideration of it in all 
its length and breadth, he pauses to speak of the 
advantages of Canal irrigation, and to urge the com­
pletion of the Delhi Canal;

“  1 cannot retrain,’ lie says, “  from taking advantage o f this 
opportunity to bring again to the notice o f the Governor-Ge­
neral the subject o f the Delhi Canal. This subject hat eng wed 
the attention o f Government for many years; and all the in- 
iormation relating to it that can be furnished from this pluce 
has already boon submitted. . . .  It is supposed l ’ at the

111 *SL
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produce o f  the canal would, iu a very short time, repay the 
expense o f bringing it into order; and it is certain that the 
restoration o f this beneficial work would be productive o f a 
great increase o f revenue to Government, and a great increase 
o f  comfort, wealth, and health to the inhabitants o f the territory 
and city o f Delhi.”

Then he enters on the great domain of Land- 
Revenue, and after discussing the much-vexed ques­
tion of right in the soil, he thus proceeds to advocate 
the claims of the village Zumeendars :

u Admitting that the Government has the property o f the 
soil, the question is, as the Government cannot occupy the 
land, and as the land requires resident proprietors, who are the 
people that, next to the Government, may be supposed to have 
the Lest right? It is here that the paramount claim o f the 
village Zumeendars may be justly, and it is to be Loped, indis­
putably contended for. W hat men can have greater rights 
than those whose ancestors have occupied the same lands and 
habitations from time immemorial; who live on the soil en­
tirely, and cultivate at their own expense and by their own 
labour; who receive it by hereditary succession or by purchase; 
who leave it to their children or, i f  reduced by necessity, sell it 

r mortgage it; or if  they choose, transfer it by gift during 
their lives? These rights are exercised by the Zumeendars, 
and have been exercised for centuries. I f  they be not sufit- 
ci' Ut to constitute undoubted property, they arc surely su'llcient
to confer a paramount claim...................... Notwithstanding the
•numerous revolutions which have taken place in this part ol 
India the rights ot the village Zumeendars have generally 
boon held sacred, more sac.ed, it seems to me, than any other 
property; and though numerous so, n; of opprestr h ave been 
devised, it does not up:...ur that any oppressor, generally speak­
ing, 1 as presumed to inti rl’ere with these rights. It is p - liable 
that expediency has operated to secure them, as much, at least,

111 *SL
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as justice; but be tbe cause what it may, it appears to me that 
the most clear and most distinct rights held in this part o f India 
are those of’ the village Zumeendars.

Having thus contended that our engagements 
ought to he made with this class of proprietors, lie 
proceeds to explain the nature of the settlement 
which it would he desirable to make. rlhe evil conse­
quences of short settlements had already manifested 
themselves, and Metcalfe was eager to persuade 
the Government to grant long ones in their siead.
“  ^Settlements,”  he writes, “  should he made for 
periods of ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, or a 
hundred years— the longer, perhaps, the better. At 
all events, the periods should be sufficiently long to 
admit of considerable profit being made by the culti­
vators from their own labor and enterprise.”  “  This,” 
he adds, “  is the very essence of the system.”  Its 
advantages lie upon the surface. ** Lu exchange for

■ An interesting illustration of the of Bulumgurh would descend to a 
importance attached to these rights, distinct branch of the family, Ins ro- 
p.v.i |„- the owners of principal;t .-s, fvccy would m due time expire, t1 • 
which is given in this report, may not family might be degraded from its 
inexpediently he cited in this place: high rank in some future revolution,

“ To show- the value,” wrote Met- its territories miglit be seized, its Raj 
calie, “ set on those rights and the might be lost; but be flattered him- 
rospoctable estimation in which they self, confidently, tiiut under any eir- 
arc hold, l  may mention that Koom eumstances this zumeenuarec, fHOR*

h of chased with his own money, would 
Luiiimgurb, and sole manager of all descend as a perpetual light to Lis 
the B'dutngurh lands, pointed out to family untouched and undisturbed 
me once, as f was tiding with him, by any future Governor or Gov.-m- 
a single small village in the territory ment. It must seem strange to the 
under hia mana which he inhabitants of Tudin, who so much
boasted, with evident exultation, that respect these zumeendaroe lights, that 
hi* was t\i® Zumecn Jar. having pur- vln British G< vornment. whirl) pro* 
chased the zum fessts to consult justice in all Its oc*
ginal Zumccmlors. What mad-» it of tions, should apparently undervalue 
consilience to him to purchase this rights which have been respected by 
petty zumcondarec of a single village? the most despotic and the ma- i Law le^a 

why did he exult at this acquired governments.-' 
right? W hy, he knew that the Raj

111 ‘SI.
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this insecurity, it is in the power of Government to 
confer security. Instead of wealth lawlessly acquired 
by opposition to the Government, and hastily spent 
to avoid plunder, wc may confer the power of ac­
quiring solid, legitimate, and lasting wealth, which 
shall be cherished, applauded, and upheld by the 
Government; which shall be a source of conse­
quence in the eyes of the people, and oi flattering 
distinction on the part of the rulers. Then, instead 
of dissatisfied and disaffected landholders truly com­
plaining that we have injured them by diminishing 
their consequence and their profits, wc may expect 
to have landholders bound to us by the strongest 
ties of self-interest, and acknowledging, from irre­
sistible conviction, the incomparable benefits of our 
rule.”

He then proceeded to explain in what manner, 
under these settlements, the revenue was to be col­
lect! d. “  Every village is inhabited, wholly or par­
tially, by Zumeendars, or possessory proprietors of 
the land. These are the persons with whom the 
settlement ought to he made ; but as the number of 
thou is generally too great for the transaction of 
business, a certain number of Mokuddums, or head 
men, being in general the men of the greatest pro­
perty and influence in the village, act on the part 
of the village, agree to terms, sign engagements, 
and transact negotiations. The village is bound by 
their acts. The Mokuddums having concluded the 
settlement with the officers of Government, aro 
charged with the duty of collecting the revenue in 
the village.”
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On. the good effects of suck «  system as this, Met- 
calfe descanted with no common earnestness. He 
wrote as one whose ^-Eole soul was in the cause. 
He showed how would be accumulated— how
security woula engender providence— how a spirit 
of inder -‘dence would he acquired— how commerce 
a-"1 education would he promoted— how the people 
would be elevated in the social scale, and rise to a 
height of moral and intellectual grandeur never 
attained by them before. It was nothing, he ar­
gued, that by so raising them, we might teach them 
in. time to emancipate themselves from our yoke.
In spite o f all such considerations as this, our duty, 
he said, was clear :

“  There may be those who would argue that it is injudicious 
to establish a system which, by exciting n free and independent 
character, may possibly lead, at a future period, to dangerous
consequences......................But supposing the remote possibility
o f these evil consequences, that would not be a sufficient reason- 
for withholding any advantage from our subjects. Similar ob­
jections have been made against our attempting to promote the 
education of our native subjects; but how unworthy it would 
be of a liberal Government to give weight to such objections. 
The world is governed by an irresistible Power, which giveth 
and taketh away dominion; and vain would be the impotent 
prudence of men against the operations o f its almighty in­
fluence. A ll that rulers can do is to merit dominion by pro­
moting the happiness oi those under them. I f  we perform our 
duty in this respect, the gratitude of India and tire admiration 
of the world will accompany our name throughout all ages, 
whatever may he the revolutions of Futurity; but if  we with­
hold blessings from our subjects from a selfish apprehe .sion of
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possible danger at a remote re riod, we shall merit that reverse 
which time has possibly in sWre for ua> and shall fau  with
t io mingled hatred and contempt- y ie pjS3es and execrations 
o f  mankind.”

I f  this had been written yesterday, t i w P wouid 
have been nothing noticeable in i t ; but forty ^ears 
ago such language was not often to be found in tne 
despatches o f our Indian functionaries. Charles 
M etcalfe, indeed, was m uch in advance o f his cotem- 
poraries. There were few o f  his brethren, I  fear at 
this time, in  whose breasts such liberal utterances as 
these would have awakened sympathetic echoes. 
The system of Land-Revenue which he then desired 
to introduce into the Delhi territory became sub­
stantially, after a lapse o f  many years, the system 
which regulated the entire settlement o f  the North- 
Western Provinces. The long obscured rights o f  the 
village zumeendars were acknowledged; and there is 
every reason to hope that many o f  the predictions of 
the young Delhi Resident are now in course oi 
realisation, under the salutary influence o f  the system 
which he advocated with so much warmth.

One more illustration o f Charles Metcalfe’s early 
liberality may be derived from the same source. A t 
this time ihere were few evils, real or supposed, 
which the members o f  the Indian Civil Service 
generally regarded with so much dread and abbor- 
lCiice as the Lee admission o f ho rope,an settlers into 
the interim ■>! the country, Their exclusiveness re­
volted at the thought of such an intrusion; and they

1 1 1  . <SL
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could see nothing but oppression of the people and 
danger to the state in such an innovation. But 
Metcalfe, even at this early period, was guilty o f the 
heresy not only of desiring, hut officially recom­
mended that independent Europeans should he in­
vited to bring their capital, their enterprise, and 
skill freely into the British territories.

“ I am aware,”  he wrote, “  that nothing that I 
can say on this subject would have any weight. I  
am also sensible that in expressing such opinions, I  
may be deemed guilty of presumption; hut on an 
occasion like the present, I  conceive myself hound to 
recommend whatever promises to he beneficial, with 
reference to the subject of this Report; and, there­
fore, I  recommend the free admission of British sub­
jects to settle in India under laws and regulations 
suited to the state of the country, and unlimited 
liberty to acquire property by lawful means, as the 
surest mode of adding to the resources and increas­
ing the strength of our Asiatic Empire.”

It was no small thing even with the aid of able 
and indefatigable assistants, to carry on the civil ad­
ministration of the extensive districts under the su­
perintendence of the Delhi Resident. But Metcalfe 
was not one to shrink from any amount of labor, 
lo  Ins civil duties he devoted himself with an assi­
duity which alarmed many of his friends. Among 
others Oehterlony, who maintained a close and af- 
ec lonate correspondence with him, wrote to Met­

calfe, in the autumn of 1813, saying: “  You will 
not be long Resident of Delhi, if you pursue your

2 b 2
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present course ; and I  cannot but think that a fair 
representation of your multifarious and miscellane­
ous duties would exempt you from all but the intri­
gues of the Palace and the general political duties, 
which I  do most sincerely believe to be quite suffi­
cient for any one mind that was ever created.”

- c0̂ >\
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CHAPTER X L

[1813—1818.]

THE POLITICS OF UPPER INDIA.

Metcalfe’s Political Duties—Conduct of the Bliurtpore Rajah—Maeherry and 
Jyepore—Indications of general Inquietude—Lord Moira s 'lour in ilie 
Upper Provinces—The Ncpaul War—Metcalfe’s Opinions—Meeting v.-ith 
the Governor-General—Offer of a Secretaryship—Letters on the Subject to 
Mr. Jenkins—The Secretaryship declined—Death of Metcalfe’s Parents.

To the “  general political duties”  of which Ochter- 
lony spoke —  duties which greatly occupied the 
thoughts and employed the energies of the Delhi 
Resident—it is now time to advert. On the frontier of 
his territory were a number of native principalities, 
our relations with which were under his superinten­
dence ; and, although lie interfered with them no 
more than was essential for our security, it was neces­
sary to keep upon all of them a watchful eye, and upon 
some a restraining hand. It was not likely that the 
rulers of these states, who were as regardless of what 
was due to others as they were ignorant of what was 
really beneficial to themselves, should have continu­
ally possessed themselves in peace, and consistently 
reciprocated the good faith and the good feeling w uich

THE POLITICS '-JF UPPER IN DIA.
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was shown towards them by tlrt, paramount power. 
Mistrustful of the good intentions 0f  the British 
Government, and unscrupulous in Hieir dealings 
with one another, it was frequently Meloaqfe’s quty 
at this time to turn his thoughts from tne o-reat 
work of domestic improvement to the less g r a t ify ^  
duty of controlling the erratic propensities o f som-, 
neighbouring chief.

At the Delhi Eesidency, as the Head-Quarters of 
Diplomacy in Upper India, there was always a cluster 
of “  wakecls,”  or agents representing the interests 
of various princes and chiefs in the states contiguous 
to our own. Some of these were the agents of petty 
sovereigns— others of predatory chiefs—whose em­
pire was yet to be acquired. But all had business to 
transact with the Resident— all had questions to put 
and demands to make. And the less recognised the 
position of the master, the more preposterous, in all 
probability, were the proposals of his servant. It 
was no uncommon thing for one of these “ wakeels”  
to ask Metcalfe’s permission for liis master to attack 
some neighbouring state on his own account, or to be 
employed in the same work of aggression on the part 
of the British Government. And when these over­
tures were civilly declined, the agent would some­
times naively beseech the Resident to tell him whom 
he might attack.

But there were more difficult questions than these 
demanding solution. Among the earliest of our 
allies, who excited the watchfulness of Metcalfe 
during his residence at Delhi, was our old enemy of 
Bhurtpore. After a lapse of eight years, during
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which the conduct of the British Government 
towards him had been uniformly friendly and con­
siderate, he now% in 1813, became suspicious of our 
designs, and peremptorily signified his intention 
no longer to suffer a British wale el to reside at 
his Court. He had committed many excesses on 
our frontier; he had destroyed our villages; he had 
murdered our people; he had carried off our pro­
perty. But instead of chastising him for these 
offences, we had sent an accredited agent to his 
Court, to he the channel of our representations 
to the Rajah, and thus, it was hoped, to keep him 
in check. But what was the result ? “  The petty
chief,”  as Metcalfe wrote, “  after using ineffectually 
his endeavors to prevent the approach of this friendly 
agent to his capital, tries by ill treatment to compel 
his employers to recall him ; does not permit him to 
take up his residence at his Court, nor to exercise 
his functions, nor even to enter the walls of the 
capital without special permission, and a special 
guard, but keeps him and his people outside of the 
town, encamped on the plain, in a state of restraint, 
and, moreover, persists in this unfriendly course of 
proceeding, though invited to a more amicable beha­
viour in the most conciliatory language; and though 
warned that a continuance of such insulting conduct 
must inevitably give offence to the British Govern­
ment."

The minute from which these extracts were taken 
is a long and elaborate one; full of characteristic 
energy and determination, clearly and forcibly ex­
pressed. It should never be forgotten by the reader,
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whose experiences are those only of European h X  
that the Minutes of the Indian Statesman, in ie 
history of his career, take the place of the ora ions 
which, under free governments in the western world, 
are delivered to senatorial assemblies. The India . 
Statesman is not stirred by the excitement of popu a 
applause; his utterances do not reach the ears o 
hundreds of auditors, and are only m  rare uistan 
subsequently reflected by the Press, and dweIt 
upon by thousands of readers. He writes, m the 
solitude" of his own chamber, under many depressing 
influences, knowing that what he writes is to count 
its readers by units; hut, writing nevertheless, witn 
bis whole heart in his work, earnestly and enthusi­
astically, and often with a power of expression winch 
in oral discourse would charm, a popular assembly- 
There may he dull writers in India, as there are dull
speakers in England; but there are m a n y  eloquent 
exceptions, whom it would he easy to enumerate , 
and the name of Charles Metcalfe in such an enu­
meration would he one of the foremost in the list,

In this Minute on Bhurtpore the writer dwelt 
earnestly oh the great forbearance which, throughout 
many years, had been  ̂hown towards the offending 
state, and he contrasted the course which we had 
adopted, in tliis instance, with that which had been 
followed tow ards a neighbouring principality—the 
Rajpoot state of Jyepore. Partly in illustration of 
Metcalfe’s style— partly because I  shall come pre­
sently to speak of our dealings with Jyepore- the 
following passage is given. In such brief, pregnant, 
antithetical sentences Metcalfe always rejoiced :

• Go X \
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“  It is curious,” he wrote, “ in adverting to the events of past 
days, to observe how our policy has operated in favor of Bhurt- 
pore. W e formed alliances about the same period with the 
states of Bhurtpore and Jyepore. Both states on the same oc­
casion were false to their alliances, but in different degrees. 
Bhurtpore joined and fought with our enemy Ilolkar. Jyepore 
only hesitated to fulfil its engagements with us. The one 
which committed the most venial fault has suffered; the other, 
which sinned against us more heinously, has been befriended.
With Jyepore we kept on terms during the war witli Holkar, 
and made use of its troops against him; but after the war we 
abandoned it to its fate, and the country has since been overrun 
by the armies of Ilolkar and other freebooters. Bhurtpore we 
had to fight as the ally of Holkar, and wo have ever since pro­
tected it against all enemies. Jyepore has been sinking every 
day since we dissolved the alliance with that state, and is now 
nearly annihilated. Bhurtpore lias been growing in wealth, 
power, and consequence under our protection. Jyepore is now 
at our feet begging for protection and .Uiance. Bhurtpore 
refuses to admit our agent to reside at his Court.”

That there was a clear casus belli was never 
doubted. Metcalfe recommended that the British 
Government should dissolve its alliance with the 
Bhurtpore Rajah, and send an overwhelming force 
against his stronghold. He did not counsel the 
slow process of a regular siege. Eor some time 
past w e had been unfortunate in our regular sieges.
1 he experiences ot the Mahratta war indicated that 
they v ere not seldom unsuccessful. Instead, there­
fore, of attempting to breach Bhurtpore, he recom­
mended that we should carry it by escalade. Well 
acquainted as he was with the peculiar construction 
of the place, and cognisant with the circumstances,
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both of attack and defence, which had resulted in 
our former inglorious failure, he pointed out, with 
great precision and distinctness, the causes of our 
past disasters, and indicated the best means of avoid­
ing them. He was convinced that Bhurtpore would 
fall beneath a coup de main. He believed that we 
wanted nothing more than the stout heart and the 
cold steel. He lived to see the English ensign 
waving over Bhurtpore; but the stronghold was 
carried by another process.

He waited more than ten years to see the realisa­
tion of his hopes. The Government of India were 
not at this time prepared to undertake a war against 
Bhurtpore. The Java expedition had diminished 
our available resources in respect both of money and 
of men. So our resentment was expressed only by 
the dismissal of the Bhurtpore agent from Delhi, 
whilst another and a higher representative of the 
offended Rajah was permitted to remain at the 
Court of Calcutta. The intention of Government 
was officially announced to Metcalfe, whilst Mr. 
Seton, who, it will he remembered, had taken his 
seat in the Supreme Council, wrote privately to his 
old assistant to say that they were deterred from 
making war, under so great provocation, not by any 
want of will, but by a lament able w ant of means.*

* “ How Badly you have boon an- , ould of course hold very plain lan- 
noyed by tlmt wealr. ungrateful man. guago. But as that is now out of the 
the Bajali of Bhurtpore. We may say question, we must avoid showing our 
with truth, ‘ It wc could, we would!’ teeth—that is, we must, whilst we 
Be has given ur repeated cause of evince to him that we are dissatisfied 
offence ; and did the state of our with hie conduct, take care oot to ap- 
army and our finances (now very low I ja>jr 100 angry—her m p if wo 
admit of our meeting the probable we might lend him to suppose that 
consequences of an open rupture, wo we would faiu go to war with him ut
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111 tile mean while, the Jyepore state seemed to be 
at its last gasp. Unprotected by the paramount 
power, and helpless in itself, it lay at the mercy of 
all its unscrupulous neighbours, and all the predatory 
chiefs who were continually looking out for some 
undefended quarter against which to direct their 
attacks. That great Rokilla freebooter, Ameer 
Khan, whose acquaintance Metcalfe had made 
during the war with Holkar, and whose subsequent 
career had been one of unbridled excess, was pur­
suing his course of spoliation wherever the weak­
ness of others tempted him to let loose his banditti; 
and, another soldier o f fortune, Shah Khan, was 
emulating the Rohilla in deeds o f unscrupulous 
daring. The notorious weakness o f Jyepore had 
long excited the cupidity o f the former chief, who 

I8 H  ravaged the country and reduced the un- 
happy Prince to a state of feebleness and prostration 
which bordered closely upon dissolution. But there 
were other trials still in store lor him. Scarcely had 
Ameer Khan quitted the Jyepore territory, when 
the Rajah of Maeherry,* known as the Rao Rajah, 
entered it with an invading army, and in the year 
1812 took possession of the two forts o f Doobbee

KS3SSS35 ttswtwathe u!iinm ‘ ' recourse to to receive au accredited agent from
ground it is that A,118 >’oai it is but fan that you ahoul t dis-
B i s t i L  „nr df=,l?,.mUel’ "  luUt misi liis from yours. 'Duretau tr i uilhrv of .•a?ur,p ,re‘ irvo wore, liowerer, jut,, tful objection* to 
expression from the *1° "Ar,01vc.aa 0UI going still further hy dismissing -^reeabk Sur- his wakoel, v.',> has hitherto h.-eu 

m 7  ssf u00* 40 5?^ *um room Btationed at Cah -uta—or dec luring 
fim ilSr o  1 Strcl.ie ?Ughne=8 (tlie the alliimce dissolved.” —[Sclc# 'o 
ThlA,?tf*t,.e?^ra  ̂ 18 m  a passion.’ Mclcnl/r, June 21, 1813.]
» ,  . 1 - ain to -vou our m otive * Maeherry is a state bordering

r uot tlomg more than insist upon upon Bhurtporo.
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and feikrawa with the territories adjacent to them.
J his was an outrage which, although Jyepore was 
not under the protection of the British, was to be 
remonstrated against and resisted; and Metcalfe 
accordingly, through the Rajah’s wakeels, called 
upon him to make restitution. In spite, however, 
of the Delhi Resident’s repeated requests, the 
usurper remained obdurate. All through the year 
of his acquisition, and all through the following 
year, he remained in possession of the tracts of 
country he had snatched from his neighbour.* It 
was time, therefore, that decided steps should he 
taken to obtain restitution, so Metcalfe counselled 
a display of military force; and in the mean while 
addressed to the Rajah the following spirited letter 
of warning and remonstrance:

M R .  M E T C A L F E  T O  T H E  R A O  R A J A H .

“ your want o f attention to my repeated requisitions
loi the restoration o f Doobbee and S Ik raw a to their lawful 
owner, the Rajah o f  Jyepore, I  am led to conclude that it is 
not your intention to restore those places.

“  Lr you have no regard for justice; if  you think it right in 
the sight o f God to seize the property o f another without cause 
o f offence ; i f  you see no difference between the friendship and 
enmity ol the Britigh Government; i f  you see no good in its

• “ He had "says Colonel Sutler- from the terms ofour alliance with tic land, “ so long remained m security Ban Tini D, .Z ar t ancew“ I]11!
tint lu, lmd forgotten the danger of ver’m t0 re- 
invoiving himself with his neighbours (Jlwur f Mnehorre^1]? o briDffng, on 
and thought the British Government invZon ““  the, eJJ! of an
would not arm against him in support those o / Ameer Klmn ^h^hSfhlf6’ 
of the interests of Jyepore. Ho was, and other tader, of ?  ' u T
too, supposed to have collected a trea- or whether we ehotSd M ’
mire of nearly half a million sterling, sernblo an „  ■, J,Tes ,?9
It became a question whether in this Rn-all?' 7 ° pun,8h thc ltao
state of affairs wo should withdraw
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friendship and no danger in its enmity ; i f  you prefer the re­
taining o f Doobbee and Sikrawa to the continuance o f the 
friendship o f  the British Government, and think that you can 
retain those places in spite o f the British Government ; i f  you 
prefer war with the British Government to the restoration o f 
those places ; i f  you feel yourself strong, and fancy the British 
Government weak ; i f  you think that success will attend you in 
tvar,— then all that I  can say will be unavailing. W hat will 
be will be.

“ But i f  you believe that the British Government does 
possess any power ; i f  you are aware that its anger is to be 
feared ; if you know that it adheres to a determination once 
formed, then I  conjure you to pay attention to your true 
interests. D o not, I implore you, suffer designing men to mis­
lead you. They are plotting your ruin, and will rejoice at your 
destruction. .

“ Do not imagine from the moderation which has been 
shown that this point can ever be conceded to you. That is 
impossible. The British Government lias a sincere regard for 
ycru ; and therefore has not yet proceeded to forcible measures, 
in the hope that you may be persuaded by advice and remon­
strance to do what is necessary in justice to the Rajah o f Jvc- 
pore. But if  you do not restore Doobbee and Sikrawa, sooner 
or later measures o f another nature will be necessary, and then 
repentance will be vain.

“  Never, never, never will the British Government cease to 
demand the restoration o f Doobbee and Sikrawa to the Rajah 
o f Jyepore ; and it to accomplish that purpose war be un­
avoidable, however much it will regret the necessity o f 
hostilities, still it will not tail to do its utmost to compel you 
to perform that indispensable act o f justice.

“ Take your choice. Choose between the friendship and 
the anger o f the British Government, and tell me plainly what 
you are determined to do.

“  I  perform the duty o f a friend in giving you warning. I f  
you should ho ruined by not following my adv: e, you will not

' G°^\
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h av e  to blam e m e. I  h ave g iv en  y o u  n otice . R em em b er 
w h a t I  say .”

Such remonstrances, such warnings as these, were 
thrown away upon the Rajah. Earnestly, therefore, 
Metcalfe recommended Government to authorise the 
employment of a military force to compel the recu­
sant chief to make an unconditional surrender of the 
places he had conquered, and to pay the expenses of 
assembling our troops. Lord Moira had by this 
time entered upon the government of India. The 
tone in which Metcalfe wrote on the subject to his 
friend John Adam, then Political Secretary, pleased 
the new Governor-General, to whom the Delhi letters 
were confidentially submitted, and impressed him 
■with a high opinion of the moral and intellectual 
qualities of the Resident.* The authority which 
Metcalfe sought was granted to him. A  military 
force was assembled; a demonstration was made.
The British troops advanced within a march of the 
capital; and then the Rajah yielded to our demands.

I could nut refuse myself the there should be infliction to deter 
sd.tiKiiif.tion of communicating your others from imposing upon us a similar 
letters confidentially to lA-rd MMro, embarrassing necessity, and other ob- 
v.dm entered fully and cordially into servations to the same effect. If wo 
tl.-. : mrit and tendency of your rca- actually engage in war, then I have 

V- A-l-"; < to go tho foil little doubt that ho will be disposed
length "f dll y-.»ur views m the event to make the Hajah smart for bis con- 
<{[ ,UJ tM lytuW m m  Of .he K.„ duct. The instructions of the 1st i jj-ill not disarming us. lie con?i- authorise you to reduce him to un- 
•Jor.i your letter to contain a very conditional submission in the case 
abi' view ot the a. airs lo which it supposed. To-day I shall send you
?‘WW- !VK? tllan,abl° -. u  ■* ttnswer to you/last despatch, con-w hit opinion tnat tho mere submission vey mp authority to enforecTpaymnit 
of a power, wim-h ha» forced you into of the expense cf assemhfing the 
an expensive and hazardous appeal to troope. o-cn if lie should surrender . 
aim -, even though nocompanie.l by beB,ra the sword is drawn " - f jo h r  
the ceS8K-n ol the OtQicts in disf u> -A o Adam to a,arks M,:. alfi, November be insufficient tor tho interests of a 15, 1813.] J
state (I use his own words)—that
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The places which he had usurped were restored to 
their legitimate owners; and he was compelled to 
open his treasury to repay us for the expenses we 
had incurred in bringing him thus tardily to reason.

Viewed by themselves, these were hut small matters, 
scarcely deserving of the space, which I  have be­
stowed upon them, in such a memoir as this. But 
they were parts of a great aggregate of evil— ex­
amples of the confused and embarrassing state of our 
relations with the numerous petty states of Central 
India, resulting from those great peace measures of 
1806, which Metcalfe at the time criticised with so 
much severity and censured with so much warmth.
It appeared to him now that we were beginning to 
reap the difficulties and perplexities we had sown ; 
and that a general adjustment o f our relations with 
these states was imperatively demanded for the 
security of our position and the establisllment of a 
permanent peace. W e were now, indeed, on the 
threshold of great events. It was plainly foreseen 
that some vast political changes were at hand ; and 
there was not a statesman of high repute between the 
hanks of the Jumna and the western coast who was 
not eager lor the settlement of which I  have spoken, 
even though, it should be preceded by a great and 
burdensome war. The crisis, indeed, was close upon 
us. Compromises and concessions could not much 
longer retard its approach.

the most peaceful rulers who ever governed onv 
Indian Empire have left to their successors a sad 
heritage of political convulsion, military strife, and 
financial embarrassment. The greatest wars which

f t l j  <8L
APPROACHING CRISIS. OOtJ



f/ z ~ Z s\f(l)|
 ̂ A . _^

THE PO LITICS OF C P P E R  IN D IA .

have taxed the wisdom of our Indian statesmen and 
the energies of our Indian armies have been under­
taken by the successors of Lord Teignmouth, Lord 
Minto, and Lord William Bentinck. It seems as 
though in the eastern world the moderation of our 
rulers could bear only the bitter fruit of war and 
conquest—that forbearance in one year were but 
the antecedent of compulsory violence and aggres­
sion in another— that the most steadfast resolution 
to go so far and no farther, formed, in all honesty 
and all wisdom, by the least ambitious of our states­
men, could only pave the way to new victories and 
new additions of territory to an empire already 
s‘ overgrown.”

When in the autumn of 1818 Lord Minto sailed 
from India, the country, as he believed, was lapped 
in universal repose. But scarcely had Lord Moira 
seated liimself in the vacant chair, when it seemed 
to him that war was inevitable. Mutterings of dis­
tant hostility reached him from many quarters, and 
stirred the heart of the old soldier as with the sound 
of a trumpet. He did not long remain inactive at 
• he Presidency. His associates in the Supreme Go­
vernment dissented from the views of the; Governor- 
General, and strife between them was speedily 
engendered. In the autumn of 1811 Lord Moira 
turned his back upon the Presidency ; and then the 
war became a war of minutes. Into the merits of 
this controversy I  am not called upon to enter. It 
is sufficient to state flic fact, that the greater part of 
the long administration, on which this narrative has 
now entered, was disturbed by continual hostilities



witli neighbouring states. The first o f these was 
a war with Nepaul. The depredations committed 
by the Goorklias on our borders— the continual in­
security of our frontier which the conduct of these 
hardy mountaineers entailed upon us— called for a 
display of military force. Preparations were made 
for the coercion of our offending neighbours ; and 
the commencement of the ensuing cold season— the 
cold season of 1814-15— saw our armies again in 
motion.

The events of the Goorkha war are not connected 
with the biography of Charles Metcalfe by any other 
link than that of the correspondence which he car­
ried on Avith many of the chief actors in it— with 
Ochterlony, with Jasper Nicolls, with the young 
Engineer Lawtie, with his old assistant Gardner, 
non- employed in a political capacity on the Nepaul 
frontier, and with others, who contributed more or 
less to the ultimate success of our operations. The 
correspondence ay as not a cheering one. For some 
time it treated mainly of misfortune. The war opened 
with a disastrous failure at Kalunga, where the gal­
lant Gillespie, attempting to carry a strong fortress 
Avithout breaching, Avas shot through the heart at the 
head of liis men. Ochterlony, aided, as in his ge­
nerous candor the veteran ever delighted to ac- 
knoAvledge, by the brave-hearted, quick-Avitted sub­
altern law  tie, achieved some partial success ; but 
he did not think that he was strong enough to follow 
them up; he had never been able to perceive the 
wisdom of the war, and had little taste for the scr- 

vol. i. 2 c
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vice on which he was employed.* Harley and Wood 
failed miserably. Nicolls did better things, and laid 
the foundation of an honorable fame. But, looking 
at the whole, the outset of the war was calamitous 
and discreditable: and Metcalfe, disappointed by re­
peated tidings of failure and disaster, began to 
think that the beginning of the end had arrived, and 
that our Indian Empire would soon be shaken to 
the base. It was his opinion that a grand cardinal 
error had been committed in not effecting the settle­
ment of Central India before entering upon this 
Goorkha campaign. It was his opinion that we 
were too prone to under-rate the strength and de­
spise the resources of our enemies; that our failures 
generally resulted from over-confidence; that we 
vl cd far too prone to fling ourselves, without ordi­
nary caution, upon the strongholds of our enemies ; 
and that inasmuch as that our tenure of India was 
dependent upon the assertion of our military superi­
ority in the field, and that as on i weral recent occa­
sions this superiority had been assumed rather than 
demonstrated, our very position in India was threat­
ened by the recurrence of such failures. There were 
remedies for this he believed at our command, and 
it was our duty to resort to them. What they were 
he was eager to indicate— and, in a paper which lie

* On his first appointment to com- in this minrter. w  «■  -.i
mand a division o f tlio army in the the iiW^w*4 T’J l Ut 40 !"* ?ff wlth 
field, Oehterlcuy wrote to Metcalfe: tablî hed G o v ^ ^ T ^ in ? t*"*"  V 
“ A new sort of service, my dear an m rrnfl ?i, ' 1 ’ d *' 8Ucl*
friend !! I ha re not the leastobj. mo f T ” 3 *2
tion to a proper vindication of the impolitic measure°we u i 1 '0 national honor, and, if nect ssiuy. an tempted ever at-
attack on the heart of their umpire, difflJl)lties.'w j,„VM6/o 1 
Catainandoo, or some of the members Corrc.-.pundaice.'} J "  • ,S14- -US.
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forwarded to Lord Moira, in November, 1814, be 
emphatically set them forth. He was a civilian; 
but be was no novice in tbeart of war; lie bad lived 
mucli in tbe camp; be bad seen nmcb ot military 
operations; be bad observed our failures, as he bad 
our successes, and traced both, to their source. It 
was no presumption in him, therefore, to write on 
military questions, as affected by local circumstances 
in Upper India, even for tbe guidance of so upe a 
soldier as the man then at the bead of affairs.

At this time, bolding tbe offices both of Gover­
nor-General and Commander-in-Chief, Lord Moira, 
attended by a numerous suite, was progressing 
through tbe Upper Provinces of Hindostan. It 
was subsequently arranged that tbe Dellii Resident, 
accompanied by tbe “ wakeels”  of the different 
native Courts within his diplomatic circle, should 
meet the Vice-regal Camp at Moradabad. Rut early 
in November there was a conjuncture of circum­
stances which rendered Metcalfe’s detention at the 
imperial city a very probable state-necessity, so be 
despatched to bis friend John Adam, Political Se- 
cretarv, his paper on tbe conduct ol the war, to bo 
submitted to the Governor-General. “  I  transmit, 
he wrote, “ tbe accompanying, for submission to 
Lord Moira, with some trepidation; because I am 
not sure that bis Lordship will approve of my in­
truding my thoughts on his notice, on a subject not 
perhaps within tbe bounds of my official duty; 
nevertheless, I  transmit it under a conviction, pro­
bably erroneous, but working powerfully in my 
mind, that the subject demands early consideration

2 0 2
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in the point of view in which I  have stated it—in 
which point of view it may not for some time he 
seen unless brought to notice. His Lordship may 
deem my opinions absurd, and my conduct in 
thrusting those opinions upon him presumptuous, 
hut he will, I  trust, bestow an indulgent considera­
tion on the motive by which I  am. actuated; and 
pardon a presumption which proceeds solely from 
anxiety for the public welfare.”

In the paper thus submitted to the Governor- 
General, Metcalfe, after alluding to the recent 
disaster at Kalunga, proceeded to declare his opinion 
that we held India only by the sword, and that the 
overawing weapon was being blunted in our hands :

11 Every successive failure of this description is more disas­
trous on account of its influence on the stability of our power 
than on account either of the lamentable fall o f brave men, or 
the temporary derangement of the plans of Government, much 
as both of these effects are to be deplored.

l! The present opportunity is taken for attempting to bring 
this subject to notice, in the hope that the recollection of the 
circumstances of our recent disaster may procure some attention 
to opinions, which cannot derive any weight from their owner, 
which would probably be disregarded in a time of peace, and 
might appear ridiculous in a career of uninterrupted victory. 
These opinions were first excited by personal observations in 
the field, and have been strengthened by attention to subse­
quent events.....................

“  Whatever delusions may prevail in England respecting the 
security to be derived from the affections of our Indian sub­
jects, and a character for moderation and forbearance with 
foreign native states, it will probably be admitted in India, 
that our power depends solely on our military superiority. Yet

• G° t& X



there is reason to apprehend that our comparative superiority 
is in some measure diminished in consequence o f  a general 
increase o f discipline, experience, skill, and confidence, on the 
part o f the military o f India.”

Having laid down these general propositions, 
wliicli may, perhaps, he disputed, he proceeds to 
declare what is indisputable—that there was, as 
there still is, in our armies a dangerous tendency o 
under-rate the strength of our enemies. - etca e 
had seen something of this in the Mahratta war.
He was familiar with the language of the camp.
He knew that it was the fashion to speak slightingly 
of both the courage and the prowess of our enemies.
He knew that men, who accepted with caution these 
disparaging estimates, were called “  croakers , 1 a
it was considered, indeed, something almo t 1»nc’ 
minions to question our ability to crush all °PP°S1- 
tion at a blow. And, knowing this, he felt that 
at the outset of what promised to be a long and 
harassing campaign there was nothing more to e 
guarded against than this over-weening confidence 
in our gallantry, our resources, and our fortune:

“  It is desirable, in the first instance, that the favorable 
reports received beforehand relative to the weakness o f an 
enemy’s fortresses and the inefficiency o f his troops _ should be 

’  listened to with caution. Men o f sanguine dispositions give 
favorable reports, and anticipate unqualified victories, without 
reheef uri on tlic possibility o f difficulties and the chances of 
failure, became it is in their nature to do so. Other men, no 
sanaUine i»o generally very loth to express an unfavorable 
opinion ' There is alwavs the chance o f success. Encouraging 
intelligence is always the move agreeable; and men do no. like

\  ' V y * ^ /• ĵ Q  t i
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to subject themselves to the reproach of being alarmists. W e 
are apt to despise our opponents, till from defeat we acquire an 
opposite sensation. Before we come to the contest, their 
powers of resistance are ridiculed. Their forts are said to be 
contemptible, and their arms are described to be useless. Yet 
we find on the trial, that with these useless weapons in their 
contemptible forts they can deal about death among their 
assailants, and stand to their defences, notwithstanding the 
shill and bravery of our army. I f  we were not misled before­
hand by a flattering persuasion of the facility of conquest, we 
should tahe greater pains to secure it.”

These pregnant truths are truths equally to he 
regarded now, after the lapse of forty years of con­
quest, not unchequered by repeated disaster. It 
were well that a warning voice, again and again 
proclaiming them, should be lifted up at the outset 
of every new campaign.

After speaking in detail of past disasters, of some 
of which, as our great miscarriage at Bliurtpore, he 
had personal cognisance, he proceeded to express 
a very strong conviction that we had failed in 
all our sieges to turn our ordnance to the best ac­
count— that if we were to bring into the field 
powerful mortar-batteries, with good stores of shells, 
and try the effect of a brisk and long-continued 
vertical fire upon the besieged places, they would, if 
net evacuated by the enemy, be easily carried by 
assault:

« W e  have on our side," he said, “ the science 0t Europe, 
and we ought to bring it into play. Economy in this depart­
ment is ruinous. W e ought to be lavish of the com. ats of our 
arsenals, and saving of tlic lives of our men. W c ought to make

' C(W \
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defence impracticable and hopeless. W e ought to overpower 
resistance by the vastness of our means. There is a branch of 
equipment in sieges which might be made of more use than it 
is at present to the great annoyance of the enemy, and fre­
quently to its total expulsion. A  great number of mortars and 
an abundant supply of shells should be attached to every 
besieging army. There are many situations in which, from the 
natural difficulties of the position, an assault cannot take place 
without considerable hazard of failure. In such cases, an 
incessant shower of shells, day and night, might make the place 
too warm for the garrison, and obviate the necessity of a storm.
There are other occasions in which it may be desirable to avoid 
the delay of all the operations of a siege. And on such occa­
sions bombarding day and night might accomplish the object in 
a short time. There are some situations for which the mode of 
operation is peculiarly suitable—for instance, the small hill 
forts of the Goorkhas appear to be of this description; and had 
Kalunga been bombarded day and night for as many days as 
we were before it prior to our attempt to storm it, it is pro­
bable that we should not now have to lament our disastrous 
failure at that place, and the loss of our gallant general and his 
brave companions in death.”

These practical considerations Metcalfe supported 
by adducing several instances of the success of shell­
ing derived from the recent annals of Indian war­
fare. On some occasions he admitted that it might 
he expedient for the speedy accomplishment of a 
great object to risk a hazardous assault.”  The cap­
ture of Aligliur by a coup cle main at the very 
commencement of the Mahratta war, had tended, in 
no small measure, to secure the success of all our 
subsequent operations. Metcalfe had been of opinion 
only a little while before this paper was written, 
that if we again undertook to besiege Bhurtpore, it
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Tvould be expedient to attempt to carry it by a coup 
de mean.* But these were exceptional cases; and 
the writer continued to dwell upon the expediency 
of following the more cautious mode of operation.
One thing, at all events, was certain. I f  war were 
to be made, it was expedient to make it with fall 
consideration, and with sufficient means. "We were 
at this time on the threshold of some momentous 
enterprises. The Indian army did not seem, as then 
constituted, to be competent to the successful per­
formance of the great work that lay before it. So 
Metcalfe did not hesitate to denounce the thrifty 
policy of the Home Government, and to call for an 
augmentation of the army:

The writer of these remarks,” he said, in conclusion,
“ does not shrink from briefly stating his opinion, that an 
increase of our army is highly expedient, and, perhaps, abso­
lutely nece=:.ary for our existence in India; and that we ought 
to govern our policy by different considerations from those 
which regulate the orders of the Government at home. Our 
power on India rests upon our military superiority. It has no 
foundation in the a flections of our subjects. It cannot derive 
support from the good will or good faith of our neighbours.
It, can only be upheld by our military prowess, and that policy 
is best suited to our situation in India which tends in the 
greatest degree to increase our military power by all means 
consistent with justice.”

Looking at our recent disaster at Kalunga witli 
the eye o f a true soldier—the eye of one who had 
once been what old Sir Theophilus used to call the

*  S e e  ante, p a g e j  3 7 7 -3 7 8 .
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“  Nurse of King’s officers” — Metcalfe, in this paper, 
fiit the blot to a nicety, and suggested the true 
remedy. His recommendations were justified by the 
result. After another failure, rendered memorable 
by something even more lamentable than the death 
of the gallant Gillespie, the effect of a bombardment 
was tried. Never was anything more completely 
successful. Our mortars and howitzers did terrible 
execution among the defiant garrison of Kalunga.
In a little while the air was tainted by the decay­
ing bodies of heaps of men destroyed by our mur- 
derous shells, and all resistance was at an end. Out 
of the six hundred defenders of the place only seventy 
escaped. The fortress was speedily demolished; 
and soon passing travellers related that not one 
stone was left upon another.

The general opinions officially expressed in the 
concluding passages of the memorandum had found 
utterance a few days before in a private letter to 
Metcalfe’s old friend Richard Jenkins, then Resi­
dent at Nagpore, whom he had not seen for many 
years, but whom he still affectionately remembered. 
Jenkins, who now become a mature statesman, 
shared with Elphinstone and Metcalfe the honors of 
the highest Diplomatic Triumvirate in the country, 
had drawn up an elaborate paper on our alliances 
with the states in the direction of the Berar country 
and the Nerbudda territories ; and a copy of it had 
been sent to the Delhi Resident, who read it with 
delight, an 1 returned it with the following letter to 
the writer— a letter in which Metcalfe expounds his 
general views of the extent to which it behoved the

Iff <SL
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Britisli Government to adhere to, or depart from, 
their system of non-interference :

CHARLES METCALEE TO RICHARD JENKINS.
“ November 3, 1814.

“  M y  d ear  Jen kin s ,— I lately received the accompanying 
from Strachey by your desire, and am much, obliged to you for 
the perusal o f its interesting contents. I  congratulate you on 
the accomplishment o f your views, so far as that, the subsidiary 
alliance being rejected by the Rajah, a connexion is to be 
formed with Bhopal and Sagur, &c. How impracticable the 
non-interference system is found to be; or i f  practicable, how 
constantly it is deviated from ! Nothing can be more desirable 
than an advance in your quarter, either by a subsidiary alliance 
with Nagpore, or by the arrangements now in contemplation. 
Therefore, I  rejoice at this partial abandonment o f the non­
interference system. But I  want to see it openly renounced 
as absurd and impracticable in our present situation. Let our 
policy be guided by justice and moderation, but let us take 
every fair opportunity o f seeming and aggrandising our power.

“  W e require, by-the-by, an increase o f revenue to enable 
us to maintain an increase, o f the army, rendered necessary to 
all appearance by the extension o f our connexions, as well as 
the great extent o f our frontier. I  do not know, however, 
that an increase o f the army is in contemplation, or that the 
necessity is admitted by those who are to judge; I  only speak 
my own sentiments on this point. It is curious to observe 
how frequently we are compelled by policy to deviate from our 

Jixod principles. I  remember the time when the advancement 
o f our influence on the Sutlej was reprobated even by Lord 
M : y as too great an extension o f our views. Subse­
quently proposals to that effect were repeatedly rejected, until 
my mission to Lahore, which produced at least the benefit o f  
an arrangement that has been attended with the best effects; 
though when I went on that mission it was not in contempla­
tion to protect the chiefs between the Sutlej and the Jumna,

■ 1 % <SL
"•'N . ..rrjoVJi THE POLITICS OP UPPER IN D IA .



f( 1)*) ' tar
t h e  N O N -IN T E B P E B a N C E  S Y S T E M . 395

other plans being in contemplation for the conciliation of 
Runjeet Singh, whom at that time it was impossible to con­
ciliate. Our subsequent interference in favor o f  Nagpore 
against Meer Khan was another deviation from our system, and 
a very wise one. I  only regret that we did not take advantage 
o f the opportunity to make the Rajah purchase our permanent 
protection on our own terms. Various arrangements since have 
shown other deviations from our system; and it only remains 
to renounce a system from which we are always compelled 
to deviate. Our power in India is so strangely constituted, 
that unless we take advantage o f all fair opportunities to 
increase our strength, we may meet some day with unexpected 
reverses, and have our power shaken to its centre, if not over­
turned. It is doubtful, I  think, how long we shall preseive our 
wonderful empire in India; but the best chance o f preserving it 
must arise from our making ourselves strong by all just means; 
not from an absurd system which would affect to look on 
with indifference at the increasing strength of others, and to 
trust for our existence to the unattainable character o f un­
ambitious amiable innocence and forbearance. A rc you ac­
quainted with the plans o f Government regarding Ncpaul ? I f  
not, I  can send you some information regarding them.

«  It is long since I received your affectionate and kind letter 
written on your return to Nagpore. When are we destined to 
meet? It is now more than eight years since I last had the 
happiness o f seeing you, and God knows when 1 shall see you 
again. But I  hope to retain your friendship as lo;»g as we live , 
and to pass many happy days with yorr hereafter. Believe me, 
with faithful attachment,

“  Your affectionate friend,
“  C . T. M e t c a l f e .”

Such opinions as are here expressed were not dis­
tasteful at head-quarters. The paper which Met­
calfe forwarded to Lord Moira was favorably rc-
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ceived ;* and it was soon responded to by an invitation 
to the writer to visit the Governor-General’s camp. 
“ As the immediate urgency,”  wrote John Adam, 
on the 21st of November, “ for your remaining at 
Delhi has diminished, Lord Moira has deshed me to 
say that he will be happy if you can meet him at 
Moradabad, where he expects to arrive in ten days
from this date..............His Lordship is of opinion
that as you are yourself to come to Moradabad, it 
will be more convenient to bring your host of native 
visitors to that station, or near it, than to postpone 
them till his arrival at Kurnaul, as proposed in 
Swinton’s letter to you.” t This business of the 
reception was, indeed, an important one. The near 
approach of the Vice-regal Camp had thrown not 
only the royal family of Delhi, but the whole 
circle of native diplomatists, into a state of excite- 
ment; and arrangements were now to be made both 
for the reception of his Majesty’s delegates and the 
crowd of lesser wakeels, and for a deputation of

* On tlr.: first receipt of the paper, cuss, and must ever be lamented.”—
John Adam had written to Metcalfe [John Adam to Charles Metcalfe, No- 
that there was little doubt of his vember 20,1814. MS. Correspondence*’}  
Lordslupfe approbation. “ Thomdis- f Metcalfe had proposed Meerut 
pen.-able measure,” he said, “ of aug- as a fit place for the reception of the 
menUng the military force is, I fear, native diplomatists, but the course of 
not to be expected. "With respc. t to the Governor-General’s progress had 
the mode of conducting operations been changed; it was suggested that 
against fortified places, his Lordship’s Kurnaul would be abetter place “ to 
judgment had long since adopted a meet them,” wrote Mr. Swinton, 
conclusion corresponding to yours; who was then Persian Secretary, as 
am! the utmost cine has been taken we come down on Delhi.” “ By this 
not only to furnish the torecs destined arrangement,” he added, “ we should 
io a*' against the N epauleso with an not have too much of their company, 
ample equipment of mortars, how it- which, with the large party of our- 
zers, and shells, but to enjoin in the selves, is certainly not desirable.”— 
most positive manner the use of them [George Swinton to Charles Metcalfe > 
to Lhe utmost. The neglect of this November 15, 1814. MS, Correspond- 
- -rder at Kulungu it is too late to dis- ence.]
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British functionaries to tlie Imperial Court. On 
this subject Mr. Adam wrote, in the letter above 
quoted, to Metcalfe:

“  As Lord Moira will not visit Delhi himself, unless under 
circumstances which I  cannot anticipate, his Lordship has it in 
contemplation to send to his Majesty a deputation ot compli­
ment. It is proposed that this deputation shall consist of 
Ricketts, Swinton, and myself, and two of his Lordship s im­
mediate personal staff—for example, the Military Secretary 
and the First Aide-de-camp. I  have been desired to mention 
the subject to you for the purpose of obtaining your sentiments 
on the propriety and expediency of the thing generally, and in 
order that the ceremonial of the reception may be previously 
adjusted.’’*

“  I  am going immediately to meet his Lordship 
at Moradabad,”  wrote Metcalfe to Jenkins on the 
24th of November. By the end of the month he 
was in the Vice-regal Camp. The ceremonies, of

* Some grave questions of no very “ will also expect that if liis deputation 
easy solution, arising out of the windy present mizzurs to the King, his Ma 
dignity of the poor puppet of Delhi, iesty’s deputation will present nuzzurs 
had suggested themselves to the au- to the Governor-General, and in all re- 
tliorities at head-quarters It was spects perform the same orcorrespond- 
not improbable that the Mogul, consi- ing ceremonies.” The apprehensions 
dering rather what he, or his ances- here glanced at were justified by the 
tors, had been, than what he was, result. Metcalfe could not persuade th e 
would refuse to pay to the Governor- unhappy King that, if he v ere to meet 
Gemral such compliments as the th • Governor-General at ah. it v..x in- 
Governor-General was willing to pay cumbentuponhimto meet his Lordship 
to him. This especially in the matter as an equal. The Shall still required 
of nuzzurs or presents of homage— that some acknowledgment of his su- 
thc interchange of which I.ord Hast- periority should he shown; so the 
ings considered desirable to avoid Governor-General dech 1 d the inter- 
even witli the King—hut he intimated view. “ Have the goodness, therc- 
tbat he would not object to it, if re- fore,” wrote the Chief Secretary to 
quired, “ or to any other indispensable Metcalfe, after the former had left the 
forms, under a conviction that they camp of the Governor-General, “ with 
cannot he misconstrued into demon- your accustomed diplomat!-.' ability, 
Btratioiis of homage on his own part.” to reconcile the King to the impracti- 
“ His Lordship,” added Mr. Adam, cability of a meeting.’’
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which lie was then master, were soon over, and more 
serious business was in hand.

There were many important questions to he put 
to the Delhi President— much information to be 
sought which only he could satisfactorily afford :—  
what effect our recent disasters had upon the people 
of the Delhi territory and the adjacent country, and 
on the minds of the dependent chiefs and independent 
princes of Hindostan—what would be their influence 
on the mind of Bunjeet Singh—what steps should 
be taken to counteract such influence—what course 
of conduct ought to be pursued towards Bhurtpore 
— whether, and under what circumstances, the Go­
vernor-General should have a personal interview 
with the King of Delhi— whether the power of 
granting native titles should be left in the hands of 
the imperial puppet, or assumed by the British 
Government—whether an agent from Shah Soojah, 
the fugitive King of Cabul, should be received in 
the Vice-regal Camp— and, lastly, what was the gene­
ral political and military condition of the Upper 
Provinces of India, with reference to the defence of 
our frontier and the expediency of consolidating our 
power in the interior of India. Por the solution of 
all these questions, the Governor-General and his 
Ministers looked eagerly to Metcalfe’s arrival in, 
camp.*

At Lord Moira’s head-quarters were many able 
men. Civilians of high repute and soldiers of large 
experience and sound judgment clustered around

* « Memorandum of Points for op By Mr. John Adam.—[U.*? lie- 
disenssion with Mr. Metcalfe,” drawn cords.]
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linn. TL 'Happened that the chief of these were 
Charles Metcalfe’s friends— Charles Ricketts, John 
Adam, and George Swinton, the Chief Ministerial 
functionaries; and George Eagan, the Adjutant- 
General, all knew and esteemed Metcalfe—nay, they 
loved h im ; and now they eagerly welcomed among 
them one whose public character and personal 
qualities were equally valued by them. They had all 
spoken of him to Lord Moira in language oi becoming 
admiration. To the Governor-General, indeed, who 
had often heard, and on perusing the despatches of 
the Delhi Resident had echoed, his praises, Metcalfe 
was presented as no stranger. Me was received at 
once into the councils of the Vice-regal Camp, feucli 
an accession of strength in such a juncture w as more 
than welcome.

For the juncture was one which in the eyes of 
Lord Moira and his staff demanded the exercise of 
all the talent that could be pressed into their ser­
vice. The Goorkhas, who were defying us from 
their hill-forts; the Pindarrees, who were ravaging 
our frontiers; the Mahratta princes, who, sheltered 
by the name of ally, were looking eagerly for a 
favorable opportunity to assail us— were not the 
only enemies whose skill and courage at this time 
disquieted the Governor-General. There was a con­
test raging between the Mead-quarters’ Camp and 
the Council-chamber of Calcutta; and the l in- 
darrees of Leadenhall-street, with their restrictions 
and retrenchments, were assailing the rear of the 
Governor-General. Mr. Edmonstone was then 
Vice-President of the Council. Mr. Seton and Mr. 
Dowdeswell were his associates in the Government.

1® ' <SL
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The cur-rent business of the administration was in 
the hands of these three gentlemen ; and though the 
power of war-making and peace-making belonged to 
the Governor-General, the councillors had still the 
means of conducting an opposition which, however 
futile for the time, might, backed by the Court of 
Directors and the Board of Control, eventually be 
successful, and was, at all events, embarrassing and 
annoying.

Edmonstone was a host in himself. He had im­
mense experience; a sound head; a ready pen; and 
a reputation second to none in India. It was with 
deep sorrow that he arrayed himself against the 
Governor-General; but what he believed to be his 
duty, he was not one to shrink from doing, and he 
recorded his opinions with the calm confidence of 
one never doubting the goodness of his cause, but 
deploring the necessity of asserting it. Lord Moira 
respected his opponent; as did ail the ministerial 
officers in his camp—but he w as not on that account 
less anxious to refute him. He saw the necessity of 
ha ving able men at his elbow to expound his opinions 
and to give effect to his projects; and he soon saw 
thal Metcalfe was one who would enter with his 
whole soul into the views of the Governor-General, 
making light of those very difficulties which were 
1 >eiu g continually paraded before him by liis antago- 
n f is of the Calcutta Council. The longer Metcalfe 
remained in the camp of the Governor-General, 
t ie  more plainly it appeared that his policy was 
identical with that which Lord Moira was inclined 
to favor. Indeed, the boldness and decision with 
which Metcalfe declared his opinions, seemed to
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fix and rivet those of the Governor-General and 
disperse all doubts and misgivings. It was pleas­
ing to the old soldier to he thus supported by one 
of the ablest of India’s younger statesmen; and 
all the ministerial officers by whom he was sur­
rounded delighted in the thought that they had ob­
tained the assistance of so thorough-going and effi­
cient an ally.

Invited to declare his opinions freely, Metcalfe not 
only delivered them, without reservation, in oral dis­
course, but fully expounded them in elaborate mi­
nutes. In one written in December, 1814, in the 
Governor-General’s Camp, lie laid down a detailed 
plan for the settlement of Central India, prefaced 
by a series of general propositions, declaring that 
everything must give place to the necessity of main­
taining an overwhelming military establishment.*
But it was apparent to him, that now that we had 
once embarked in the Nepaul war, nothing else could 
be done until we extricated ourselves from it with 
honor. The dangers it had entailed upon us, he 
said, were great; for England could not fail with 
impunity, and we were now surrounded with enemies 
all eager to take advantage of our discomfiture:!

More detailed mention of tills possess; anti it is impossible to say 
pcip"r Mill be found in the following what nny be the end of snehu reverse
C + qur- t 7i r i  v  of the .rder of things, In some i»-

r m a t Metcalfe, at this time, was stances om troops, European : ■ j  
n; ’t uW,neo to under rate the extent Native, have been repulsed by in fo  ; i 
ut our failures, or the danger which numbers with sticks ai d ston. , in 
they brought upon us, may be gathered others our troops hmc been ch.vved 
lrom some passages in a letter written by the enemy sword in hal'd, al„l 
to blr. „enki.: about this tints (Jan. driven for miles like a flock of sheen 
io, 1815). In this letter the writer In a late instance of complete rout, 
says: • W e h a v e  met with an enemy we lost more nmsket* by a rrc.it
who shows dec Icdly greater bravery number than tk. iv v.ero i dled, 
and greater steadiness tliaii our troops wounded, and mining. In short, 7 ,

VOIi. I. 2 B
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“  There is Ivunjeet Singh,” he wrote in a paper given 
to Lord I' loira, in January, 1S15, “  looking eagerly 
on from the north-west. There is Meer Khan within 
a few marches of the Delhi and Agra frontiers. 
There are Scindiah and the B ajah of Nagpore settling 
whether they shall attack us or n o t ; and thus vir­
tually menacing our frontier from Agra down to 
Kuttack. There are the Pindarrees ready to pour 
themselves into every defenceless country. Had the 
operations of our campaign against the Goorkhas 
keen decidedly successful, the war would have in­
creased our reputation and power ; and so far from 
encouraging any hostile designs of other powers, 
would have deterred all enemies from such designs.
Put when our numerous enemies see us entangled 
and embarrassed in an unsuccessful war, it is hardly 
to be expected that they will refrain from taking 
advantage of such a favorable opportunity, unless 
they be overawed by suitable arrangements and pro­
portionate exertions on our part.”

Tinder such circumstances Metcalfs argued that it 
was desirable to conclude peace with Nepaul as soon
as a blow could be struck at the Goorkha power__
such a blow as would relieve us of all apprehensions 
of their again inviting a contest with the British , 
this, he said, could only be done by commencing

who have riwaya thought our power in lma numbers on our ride, and skill 
India precarious, cannot help think- and bravery on the side of o , 1 m  
M,r that our downfall has already W e  h..vu ^ad the nhabftante 
commenced. Our power rested solely country disposed to favor W  A d  yet 
on o n  military eupnaorily. W .th  overawed, notwit',. tamSng o T p r e -  
rcsiicct to one 'nemy, Had is gone, sence and partin' success, by the cha­
in  tins war, drcadlid to say, we have racter of our enemy.” y
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operations upon a much larger scale than had been 
previously instituted. “  Let every effort,”  he said,
“  be made to open the next campaign with an over­
whelming force. And, finally, let every opportunity 
ho embraced for concluding an honorable peace, 
since it is only by a ruinous expense and unprece­
dented exertions that entire success is to be ex­
pected in a continuance of the war.”  No better 
recommendation than this could have been offered.
But how Avas it to be carried into effect ? Metcalfe 
declared that the crisis was a great one; and that it 
was incumbent on the Government to make extra­
ordinary exertions to bring au overwhelming force 
into the field. “  Reinforcements of Europeans and 
natives,'" he said, “  should be brought to as great an 
amount as can bo obtained from the other Presi­
dencies. European regiments shoidd be called from 
our other colonics, even from England. Every ex­
ertion,”  he continued, “  that wordd be made in times 
of imminent peril ought to be made now to ward off 
a peril which appears to be not improbable.”  “  We 
never had,”  said Metcalfe, “  an enemy to contend 
with in India so formidable a- our present enemy.
A one other ever displayed so much bravery in action 
or so much system, skill, and conduct, so much pru­
dent caution, and so much well-timed confidence.
None other ever possessed a country so easily de­
fended and so difficult to the invador, and so detri­
mental to the peculiar advantages which we should 
otherwise have over our enemy. All these con­
siderations demand serious attention. Let ns resolve

2 D 2
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to evince to this hold enemy that we have the means 
of crushing him. I f  we cannot secure an oppor­
tunity of defeating his assembled army in the field, 
let us show him that we can collect a force against 
which opposition would he fruitless. Let us show 
him that our resources are not confined to local 
means ; and that if a small army he not sufficient to 
revenge our wrongs, the British nation can send us 
an overpowering one.”

It was not, said Metcalfe, his duty to determine 
the amount of force necessary for the overthrow of the 
Goorkhas, hut he knew that it was the worst folly 
to attempt it with insufficient means, and he believed 
that “  if the object could not he accomplished by the 
application of our local means in men and money, 
we ought without loss of time to require the neces­
sary assistance from England.”  “  To conclude,” lie 
said, “  the wisest course would seem to he to prose­
cute the war with such an immense force as shall 
either enable us to overthrow the enemy, and com­
pletely defeat his armies at all points, or shall reduce 
him to submission to our terms, by convincing him 
of the inutility of opposition. I f  anything be left 
to chance, though we may succeed, we may also 
fail, and the chances are against us, from the nature 
of the enemy’s country and our inexperience in 
s 11 ountain warfare. ’ ’

The truth of all these propositions was acknow­
ledged, and the suggestions put forth were ‘•ap­
proved’ by the Governor-General. Indeed, what in 
this paper was s ■ emphatically propounded, bad 
already been submitted, in another shape, to Lord

/is#*- ■ G°^N\
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Moira, and had elicited his approbation.* Many
were the papers which, at this and a little later 
period, he drew up for the guidance of the Governor- 
General, f  and very much that ho then wrote was

* I  find the following memorandum, ginning with that of Bhurtpore, and 
in the handwriting of Mr. Ricketts, on the necessity of adopting measures 
the Private Secretary, giving an ah- to ensure success. This wav nn- 
stract of one set of recommenda- swered by a call to head-quarters, 
tions which Metcalfe laid before Lord Immediately after my arrival there,
Moira, with the Governor-General's I  gave in a paper on the measures to 
acceptance of the proposals: he pursued in consequence of the state

“  Mctealfe. —  1st. To endeavor to of affairs at that period. This was 
brin-r the Gqorkha war to a tormina- soon followed by another, containing 
iion. by aiding the operations of the a view of the Political State of India, 
regular detachments, with the ser- or as Adam called it, I)e Rebus Om- 
vices of bodies of irregulars,— [ Ap- nibus, and recommending the settle* 
pror«7.] . ment of Central India, the suppres-

Vud. Negotiations with Scindiali, sion of all predatory powers, the pro- 
Bopal, and Sangor.—[See Political Cor- teetiou of all weak powers, the ac- 
rcspondence.'} quisition of as much territory and

3rd. To carry the increase of our revenue as the chances of just war 
army, regular nnd irregular, to the might throw into our hands; and i:> 
utmost extent practicable, &c.— [-I/J- short, the establishment of our su- 
proved.] ' premc influence over the whole coun-

“ 4t/i. To ascertain the real object try within the Sutlej and Indus. This 
of the Rajah of E eg pore, Meer Ivhau, was followed by another paper on the 
Mahomed Shah Khan, &c. —  [ Ap- progress of the Goorkha war, nest by 
proved.]  one on an alliance with Jyepore— then

"  Ilis Lordship will be Iiappy to ro- one on our military policy and esta- 
OMve the further recommendations blishments then another on the set- 
promised by Mr. Metcalfe." tlement of Central India— with sevc-

t  A  catalogue of these papers is ral inti rmodiate ones which I do not 
given in the following extract from a accurately recollect. The whole would 
letter written to Mr. Jenkins in May, form a large volume— but they were 
,s i 6 i  i all written in such haste, that of the

’ Many thanks,” wrote Metcalfe, greater part. I have no record, the 
“  I-'1*' jour permission to see your drafts having been sent from my 
letter on the Political Slate of India, hand to the principal Private Secrt- 
I  shall apply t . ' I >- for it. Elpliin- tary, and never returned, and of the 
stone told me was admirable. I ftw foul drafta which remain in in 
would with the greatest plea sure send possession I ’ avo taken no care, no' 
you mine, though 1 fear the very re- thinking them worth tho perusal of 
yorse of admirable; and id requires a any one, except the person for whose 
little det lil to explain why I  cannot, information they were written, and 
I happened to be the first in the field on whose want of Information I pre­
in writing on tins subject. After the sunted to g i.. value to the manor, 
first failure at Kalunga, I  thought the notwithstanding the faults of the coro- 
opportunity a good one for procuring position. If. however, I can ever put 
attention to opinions strongly im- my hand on any, I  will send them 
pressed on my mind, which I knew with all their faults on their heads, 
would be unpopular, and 1 volunteered Success to your negotiation. W ish  
a paper to Lord Moira on the causes of the same to mine, for I  am about to 
ournumeronsfailurcsof late years,be- commence one with Jyepore. Sooner:



embodied, in substance, and sometimes in bis very 
words, in the minutes of the head of the Govern­
ment. He spent about a month—including the 
Christmas and New Year of 1814-15—in the 
camp of the Governor-General, making himself all 
this time very useful and very agreeable, and leaving 
a blank behind him when he went. His separation, 
however, from his friends of the Governor-General’s 
•Staff was not of a very long continuance. The pride 
of the poor Mogul, who insisted upon the acknow­
ledgment of his superiority over the British Viceroy, 
prevented, as lias been seen, Lord Moira’s visit to 
Delhi ; but a deputation, consisting of the principal 
officers of his public and private Staff, was to pro­
ceed, soon after Metcalfe’s departure, to the Court 
of the pageant-king; and, at the same time, Lady 
Loudoun,* with a considerable retinue, was to visit 
the imperial city. "When, therefore, Metcalfe re­
turned to Delhi, it was his pleasing duty to make 
preparations for the reception of his friends, and to 
reciprocate the hospitalities he had received.

How, for some little time after this, Metcalfe was 
compelled to play the part of Master of the Cere­
monies—to introduce the British deputation to the 
Mogul Emperor —  to attend Lady Loudoun— to 
manage the meeting of the Countess with the Begum 
Surnroo, and to superintend the introduction of her 
Highness to the Gov crnor-General, need not be told 
in detail. Before the month of January had worn

or later, if not very soon, we must * The lady of‘ the Governor-General 
under! f ix  il.o subjugation ot all -—a countess in her own right.
India.”
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to a close, Metcalfe was again in the Governor- 
General’s Camp, and again in council with Ms Minis­
ters. Throughout a considerable part of February 
he remained at head-quarters, and the longer he 
remained the more strongly was Lord Moira im­
pressed with the conviction that in the great battle 
which he was about to fight for the settlement of 
Central India, both with his colleagues in the local 
G overnment and with the Home authorities, it would 
be expedient to have at his elbow a man who so well 
understood the whole subject, and who was prepared 
with such an array of arguments in defence of the 
policy which was favored at head-quarters.

But how was this to be accomplished, consistently 
with existing arrangements ? How was Metcalfe 
to be removed from Delhi to a seat worthy of his 
acceptance in the Secretariat ? There were changes 
in that winter of 1814-15 evolving themselves, 
which seemed to afford facilities for such an arrange­
ment as might bring the Delhi Resident to the 
Yice-regal Court. Mr. Tucker, who had filled long 
and worthily the office of Financial Secretary, had 
been promoted to the Chief Secretaryship, and soon 
afterwards announced his intention of proceeding 
upon leave to sea, and subsequently, as the event 
proved, to England. This movement caused a va­
cancy in the Secretariat which it was necessary fr 
fill. Mr. Dowdeswell, who had been Chief Secretary, 
had succeeded to the Supreme Council. Mr. Charles 
Ricketts was now Chief and Private Secretary.
Mr. Butterworth Bay ley was Judicial Secretary,
Mr. Adam was Political Secretary; Mr. Swinton

|(f)| <SL
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was Persian Secretary. But the Pinancial Secre­
taryship, which Mr. Tucker had held before his pro­
motion, was still vacant. It was proposed, therefore, 
to Metcalfe, that he should, in the first instance, enter 
upon this office with the reversion of the Private 
Secretaryship, on the expected retirement of Mr. 
Ricketts. The proposal was a perplexing one. All 
through the spring and summer of 1815 this great 
personal question continued from time to time to 
distract his mind. He clung with peculiar fondness 
to the Delhi Residency ; he knew that he was useful 
there; hut it was probable that a larger sphere of 
usefulness might be opened out to him by his trans­
fer to the Secretariat—and the Secretariat was ever 
regar led as the high road to the Supreme Council. 
What his doubts and distractions were in this per­
plexity, may be gathered from the following letters 
to Mr. Jenkins, on whom the Governor-General in- 
tended to bestow the Delhi Residency if Metcalfe 
should vacate i t :

CH ARLES M E TC A LF E  TO RICH AR D  JEN K IN S.

[Without date—received on the 16th of June, 1815.]

M y  d e a r  J e n k i n s ,— After a long and inglorious struggle, 
we have at length, by superiority o f numbers, the protection o f 
artillery, and length o f purse, gained considerable successes 
r,ver the Goorkhas. .-'die whole ol the mountainous country 
bet voen the Sutlej a nr the Gogin, which it took them thirty 
years to conquer, has been wrested from their hands and placed 
at our disposal.* So that although we cannot boast o f our

* ' o .t . augur and other j ia va with- enemy’s hands, but it is expected Jiafc 
ju the space ui.-utionca are still in the tiny will be evacuated,’’— C, T , M .
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exploits, the enemy cannot exult at the result. There are 
some symptoms o f a disposition on his part to treat for peace on 
our terms, and I  shall be glad i f  peace be concluded. I f  not,
I  hope that we may fight better next campaign. I f  the 
enemy’s Government had acted as boldly as their troops have 
fought bravely, we should not have had any success to console 
ourselves with. It is better as it is. There have been some 
instances in which our troops have not disgraced themselves. 
The operations at Almora have been the most creditable o f the 
campaign, and reflect honor on the commander, Colonel Nicolls, 
and on the troops. Ochterlony, too, has gained great increase o . 
reputation by his prudent judgment and skill. Some genem s 
have damned themselves. The gallant Gillespie would, 1 am 
sure, have cairied everything, had he not been basely deserted 
by a set o f cowardly wretches.

“  I  reflect on the events o f the campaign with great pain. 
I f  we are to depend on numbers and money for success over 
our enemies, the prospect is not very encouraging. L ivy ’ s 
description o f the Ligurians, which I  met with by chance the 
other day in reading Eustace’s Tour in Italy, is admirably
applicable to the Goorkhas. .

“  I  hasten to another subject on which I have longed wished 
to write to you, but have been deterred by the uncertainty with
which it is beset. . , .

«  ^Confidential^— !  was in attendance on Lord Moira during
a considerable part o f December, January, and February. He 
expressed a desire to have me at the Presidency. A s the only 
visible mode o f effecting this purpose, he offered me the suc­
cession to the Financial Secretaryship, about to be vacated, it; 
was supposed, by Tucker’s resignation. The flattering manner 
in which the proposal was made, deprived me o f the resolution 
requisite firmly to reject it, and I  almost pledged myself to

* “ TheEuropean officers ■erenever have been displayed m  t lie b  ..ii^s
more eoMptcJbua for excellent con- degree by «  . former
duet than in the present campaign, troops have; tai ed to then lliur former
Individual gallantry and dovouon confidence. — U  m.

LETTER TO MU. JENKINS.



accept it. I  have, however, many doubts as to the propriety 
o f the change, and am inclined to retract. These doubts I  
have expressed in tire proper quarter, and I  think it probable 
that the arrangement will not take place. I  will not detain 
you with a detail o f the pros and cons which divide my mind 
on the question, but proceed to inform you that it was in con­
templation, when I  was at head-quarters, to make you the 
Resident at Delhi. I  do [not know how you world, like this ; 
and i f  you would not like it, you must be prepared to object to 
it in the event ol its being proposed to you. I f  you wish for 
any information respecting this Residency to determine your 
choice, send me your questions, and I will give you full and 
faithful intelligence. M y removal, however, is very uncertain, 
and will piobably not take place; for I  am more attached to 
Delhi in consequence o f the apprehension o f quitting it, than 
T ever was before. W hat would you think o f  my impudence 
it I weie to set up for a Financial Secretary? I  should be 
glad to have your opinion. I  do not like to quit tire line in 
which I have served all my life, for one in which I  must be 
incompetent. I  am afraid, too, o f being detained longer in the 
country by the proposed change. But I  promised not to 
trouble you with this detail. God bless you.

“  Yours affectionately,
“ C . T. M e t c a l f e . ”

T H E  SA M E  T O  T H E  S A M E .

“  August 26, IS16.

‘ ‘  M y  p e a k  J e n k i n s ,— 1 have determined to remain at 
Delhi, and am glad that I have. Lord Moira has on every 
occasion been most kind to me, and I shall ever be grateful to 
him. It was proposed to me to take the Financial and Revenue 
Secretaryship now, with the assurance o f the Private Secre­
taryship in addition on Ricketts’s resignation, which the latter 
pledged himself to give m in December, 181(5. Had the latter 
situation be n vacant now, and offered to me together with the 
other, I could not have refused them. But it is as well aa it ia.

• eo ^ > \
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I  have discovered that I  am more attached to Delhi and the 
inhabitants o f the territory under me than I  formerly supposed 
m yself to be. I  found, when my removal was probable, that I  
should quit with great reluctance scenes to which I had become 
attached by habit, and a people for w’hose welfare I  had several 
plans unaccomplished. I  am well pleased to find myself 
secured in m y own habits, and at liberty to devote m yself to 
the interest o f  my subjects. I  declined the Financial Score 
taryship on the ground that it would retard by return to 
England; and the promise o f  the Private Secretaryship, from 
disinclination to bind down Lord Moira and Ricketts. It is 
now understood that there is no obligation on Lord Moira’s 
part to renew any similar proposal at a future period, nor on 
mine to accept it, i f  renewed. The same reasons which induced 
me to rejoice now at my staying at Delhi, make me wish that 
I  may not hereafter receive any temptation to quit it. One 
great advantage which I  feel at Delhi is, that I shall always 
there be independent o f  a seat in Council; that is, that I  shall 
not care a straw i f  I  do not obtain one. Had I  accepted a 
Secretaryship in Calcutta, I must have turned my views to 
Council, and should, in all probability, have been disappointed. 
I took leave o f Lord Moira on the 21st at Futtehghur, and am 
now on my way to Delhi. I  have written this short report o f  
m y proceedings for your early information. The necessity o f 
any reply to your questions concerning Delhi is obviated by 
m y continuance at that place. I  will not, therefore, trouble 
you with the details which otherwise I  should have sent you, 
unless you require them with a view to any future contingency. 
A ccept m y cordial thanks for the friendly and affectionate 
contents o f  your last letter. I  shall write to you again soon. 
I  have some communications to make respecting the politics o f 
head-quarters. The Goorkha war is still ponding; at least, 
peace is not concluded, nor can we agree on the preliminaries 
as yet.

w Believe me ever, your most affectionately,
“ C. T. Metcalfe.”
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But the idea of attaching Metcalfe permanently 
to the Secretariat was not abandoned at head­
quarters, even after the Governor-General had re­
tired to Calcutta.* As the year wore on to a close, 
the pressure of public business still suggested the 
expediency of securing the services of one so Avell 
acquainted with all departments, and so peculiarly 
qualified to assist the councils of Government in 
those great political affairs connected with the set­
tlement of Central India which were fast beginning 
to absorb every other consideration. It was difficult 
to make the necessary arrangement. Mr. Ricketts, 
on whom it seemed mainly to depend, was aycII in­
clined to make considerable sacrifices for its accom­
plishment, but Lord Moira demurred to the plan 
which his Private Secretary proposed. What the 
arrangement Avas, and the powerful considerations 
which induced him to make it, may be gathered 
from the following passage in one of Mr. Ricketts’s 
pri rate letters to Metcalfe:

“  At this juncture a second campaign against the Goorkhas 
was probable— the proposed concession to them was resisted by

* W i  t_tUn hail !«-(■» made to per- taryship or remaining at Delhi.”  
suaiio Metcalfe to return with the There were other inducements, ton, 
O.jTcrnor-jWHnral 8 Camp t<.Calcutta, to tempt him to the Presidency, for

the i nth of August, wrote the Theophilus Metcalfe ha J come round 
Inv:U e s y iv  ary to him “ is still to Calcutta about some important 
the rime - <td for his Lordship s de- business connected with the Factory 
parture, ami allowing a day or two and the Tea-trade-but the Delhi B e  
or delay, X reckon upon the 20th as side. - re dated them all. He proceeded, 

til-: 'lay. Jh , trust, will sijuare noon after the receipt of It, ketts’s
W J.Ul, ? ™  imii’dlmt "na?y T  1,:tlcr> u the camp of the Governor-counts wr hope that you will be able General at Futtehahur 'ind afuT

. Tour prt.-L.nee tlie.o would bo the Secretariat, t o o k  b la r e  o f  Lord 
useful inuLC'sl, the only ready menus, Moira (as indicated in the above 
perhaps, ... enabling you fluid y to letter to Mr. Jenkins) and returned 
determine at. m t accepting a -Score- to Delhi.
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Lord Moira— the affair o f Trimbackjee was in a most critical 
state—the disturbance at Hyderabad was not quelled the 
Mahratta confederacy was in agitation— the Pindarrees were in 
motion— Ameer Khan was overwhelming the Rajpoot states 
troops were required to overawe Scindiah— Baiilie was tottering 
at Lucknow— Raffles was to be removed from Java— many 
financial discussions were on the tapis both as relating to the 
war expenses and to resources for the future, which required a 
final adjustment between the territorial and commercial accounts, 
subjects on which all good folks differed— that the ordeis o f the 
Court o f Directors respecting a reduction o f the army remained 
yet to be considered— that the reports o f his Lordship, in the 
Military, Revenue, and Judicial Departments were to be com­
pleted, and might excite much discussion— that a necessity was 
imposed upon his Lordship o f entering into a full re-, iew ot our 
political situation and relations, in which the attack made by his 
colleagues was to be rebutted, their mistaken notion^ v>cie to be 
exposed, and the measures to be produced for our security were 
to be explained— that most questions o f any importance in each 
department o f the Government had been left open for his 
Lordship’s decision— that feuds between the bishop (who is a 
high priest) and the Kirk remained to be adjusted, and (hat, m 
Short, so many difficulties and embarrassments presented them­
selves on every side, that I  despaired o f his Lordship getting 
over the whole with any kind o f satisfaction to himself without 
the aid o f you, my friend!— Adam was a host certainly in him­
self; but he was already overwhelmed with business ; Bayley 
could only attend to pending judicial questions ; no aid from 
Trant in finance was to be expected ; and I knew that, how­
ever weH disposed, my talents were very limited, and wholly 
unequal to the duties with which I was threatened. M y plans, 
consequently, for inducing you to come to Calcutta were as 
follows:— Mr. Thomson talked o f going home in .January, and 
I proposed, therefore, that you should be appointed Territorial 
Secretary, and that you should divide with me the allowances 
o f Private Secretary on Mr. T .’s departure. This was approved

* G0‘% ' \



111 *SL
by bis Lordship ; but Mr. T. changed his mind. I  then re­
quested that I  might be allowed to resign my situation o f P. P.* 
Secretary in your favor. T o this, however, his Lordship 
would not assent; and, lastly, I  was induced from various 
causes to beg his Lordship to accept my resignation o f the 
situation, now that I  had accomplished with your assistance all 
the reports and papers which he was so anxious to have ready 
for transmission to the Secret Committee by the William Pitt.
Lord Moira, 1 conceived, would not refuse compliance with my 
wishes, ai d I, moreover, conceived that he would then feel at 
liberty to place you in a post which you were so eminently well 
qualified to fill. His Lordship, however, requested me to with­
draw my application. This has been done for the present ; 
you consequently are not coming to Calcutta, nor am I, whicli 
at one time was not improbable, going to Java.” t

But the failure of Mr. Ricketts’s honorable efforts 
was not much to be deplored. The time, indeed, 
was fast approaching when it would be in the power 
of Charles Metcalfe to render more essential services 
to the State in TJpper India than at the Presidency.
Tho settlement of Central India was about to he 
commenced, and in this great work the Delhi R e­
sident was to take no unimportant part.

The consideration of this great subject, and the 
narration of the personal incidents connected with 
it in the career of Charles Metcalfe, must lie re­
served for another chapter. But before passing on 
to these grave political affairs, the writer must pause 
to touch upon some points of less historical, but, 
perhaps, not less biographical importance. It is 
carious, in running through the immense wilderness

* Principal Priva Se irctary. f  Calcutta, December ID, 1815.
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of correspondence which. Metcalfe carefully preserved, 
to see how many and great, at this time, in addition 
to the claims of public duty, were the demands of 
private friendship upon his time and attention. The 
commissions which were entrusted to him were 
numerous and varied; and he found time to execute 
them all. It was not only that the kindliness of 
his heart, his eagerness to give pleasure might always 
he relied upon; but that there were requests made 
to him which only he, perhaps, could satisfactorily 
fulfil— which only he had a power commensurate 
with the will to accomplish. Thus Mountstuart El- 
phinstone wrote to him from Poonah, asking him to 
exert himself to obtain for his friend Mr. Erakine 
a complete copy of Baber’s autobiography, and an 
authentic portrait of the Emperor.® Malcolm applied 
to him to obtain information relative to the career 
of the great Bengal Baulcer, Omichund, after the

* “  Mr. Erskinc, at Bombay,” wrote dace it.” A copy of the work was 
Elphiastone, “ is employed in trans- found ; but, unhappily, it had the 
luting the commentaries < f the Em- same deficiencies as that in Mr. Ers- 
poror Baber, from a Persian translation kino’s posse-sea). Klpbm-nonc, there­
of that work, which is certainly the fore, requested Metcalfe to obtain 
most curious and interesting I ever him a Turkish copy from Peshawur. 
met with in an Asiatic language. An authentic portrait oi Baber was 
There are, however, several gaps in also required, and Metcalfe, hit < ba­
the translation he has got, and acorn- racteristic good-nature stimulated by 
pieto copy in Turkish, which I brought his literary /.ord, immediate!;.' insti- 
froni Peshawur, was lost in eonsj- tuted the necessary inquiries, and 
queues of poor Leyden's death, so found what was sought. Mr. Erskine's 
that Mr. Erskine’s translation must charming translation of Baber's Com- 
remain incomplete unless you c m ,\ t mentaric- is well known to English 
us a complete copy of the translation readers—to -m e through the book 
at Delhi. Tlie august representative itself; to others through Jeffrey's 
of tho house of Timour must assuredly review of it, published umong his 
possess the commentaries of the most collected Essays. A posthumous work 
illustrious of his ancestors, and the embracing an elaborate history of 
founder of his empire. But if his some of the prim es of the house of 
Majesty should not be able to put bis Timour—a work of great ability and v- 
hsiml ■ n the work, some of tho literati search—has appeared v 1 .1st till < sheet 
at Delhi will probably bo able to pro- has been passing through the press.

COR) h yL
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destroying fraud that had been practised upon him 
by Lord Clive. Ocliterlony* wrote to him to prepare 
a monument, and to write an inscription to the 
memory of that poor young Lawtie, of the En­
gineers, killed by his brave exertions in the Nepaul 
war, to which so much of our first successes were 
nobly attributed by his chief. Nicollsf commissioned 
him to procure an ornamental sabre, to be publicly 
presented to a native officer who had distinguished 
himself in the same war. Edmonstone, in conse­
quence of a reference from England, besought him 
to obtain information relative to the matrimonial 
connexions formed between the Mogul princes and 
the daughters of the Itajpoot Rajahs. $ Sir William

* In every letter,” wrote Ochter- It will take : “ Iliad the pleasure of re* 
lony, “ written to you, I have intended ceiving your letter oftlie9fch a few mi* 
to make a very particular request, nut-s before a visit from the Joudpore 
which I have ever neglected or for- "W keel, a most respectable and well- 
gotten before the conclusion. It is informed old man,and I availed myself 
that you will get a slab of marble, and of the opportunely to apply to him for 
on it cut an inscription of your own a solution of the question referred to 
composition for tla* tomb of our la- you from England. He says that it 
mi nt d Lawtie, at Euttunghur. Few was first proposed to the Rajpoot 
win r it it; but I do not wish an Rajahs to form a connexion with the 
European visitor to pass without imperial family by taking in marriage 
knowing that the spot, contains the imperial princesses ; but that this 
remains of one so deservedly valued proposal was rejected, as such a cum- 
ae d lamented.” municiition would have polluted the

t The late Sir .Jasper IN ic oils, who blood of the Rajahs’ families, and 
wrote: “ My object in troubling you would have been utter abomination 
now is to beg that you will pm •.•base for ever; that they were glad to effect 
and transmit to rue, via Moradabad, a their escape from so alarming a dan- 
sabre, not _ exceeding in yah*-.- 400 ger by sacrificing their own daughters, 
rupees, which l have obtained .Lord who were considered as deadfrom the 
Moira’s consent to give to a Jemadar time of their connexion with the c-m- 
or the 4th N. L. wlio conducted him- perors; that after the ice had been 
self with great intrepidity on the 25th once broken by the formation of a 
ultimo. Hie blade, it possible, should connexion of this kind, it came, to be 
he good, but it ought to br* ornamental considered a custom and ceased to be 
ai.'o ; it should ploieo tin, eye long objectionable. That a connexion with 
after the M at of the action has worn the emperors was thought desirable 
ofi. I shall present it on the them re for political purpose;, and that the 
of his valor, and in public.’  ̂ rivnlship of the Rajalus of Jyopore 

t Metcalfe s answer to this, apphea- and Joudpore made both occasionally 
t ion is worth more than the space that press forward with their daughters,
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Rumbold besought him. to despatch a wet-nurse to 
Cawnpore— John Adam commissioned him to buy 
for Lady Hood some of the finest garnets to be 
found in Delhi. Mr. Richardson wrote to him “  at 
the girls’ desire ”  for “  three Soliman.ee necklaces, 
bracelets, &c., and also three lapis-lazuli necklaces, 
bracelets, &c., and any other little trinkets, or Hin- 
dostanee ornaments, or costume that you think they 
would like.”  Added to applications of this varied 
and interesting character was a never-failing suc­
cession of requests for pecuniary assistance, for the 
most part from military officers, to whom he made 
advances, with or without any kind of security, 
otten knowing that the loan would prove, as he in­
tended it to be, a gift to the petitioner.

But there were letters, very different from any 
of these, received during tlio years of his residence 
at Delhi—letters which inflicted upon him an acute­
ness of pain which may, in some measure perhaps, 
be duly estimated by those who have dwelt upon flu? 
passages relating to his parents hi the letters which 
he addressed to his aunt. In the course of the year 
1814 he received intelligence of the death of his 
father. And two years afterwards the sad tidings 
of bis mother’s death also reached him.* This is
each being jealous when such a con- Intelligence of Ladv Metcalfe’s 
tJm°nn "i;1S formed by tne other, death was received in India in March, nevertheless that the daughters were IS 16. Both events were unexpected 
considered as dead and gone, though —especially the latter. Lady Met- 
them posthumous influence was an calfe died on the 9th of September,
Object of desire to tlieir fathers. This 1815, at the house of some friends in 
\v i11 mc'de m which the Joudpore Dorsetshire to whom she was pavintr 
ti.m '1  fo so,,ve th ' Sics- a visit. She had just been talking toi on. I shall make further inquiries, her son-in-law, Lord Ashbrook, about 

a nave the happiness of making returning home, when she suddenly 
witi‘ the result.”— expired, “ without uttering a word or 

1- y 2j, 1814.] a sigh.” Mr. George Saunders com-
VO L. I .  2 E

«( f j  <SL
\ % k -----------< / /

< 2  ''€ >  DEATH OF METCALFE’ S PARENTS. 4 1 7



t ( I ) |  <SL\%>~—

418 THE POLITICS OP U PP E R  IN D IA .

almost a condition of Indian exile. It is a grievous 
trial which few escape — to lay up fame and for­
tune and to see those, with, whom we would share 
their blessings, pass away from our reach. How 
deeply Metcalfe felt these heavy blows may he ga­
thered from his letters to his friends. “  The loss of 
my mother,”  he wrote to Hichard Jenkins, in May, r 
1816, “ has made all my prospects dismal: and I 
cannot now look even to a return to England with 
any pleasure. The purest happiness that I have en­
joyed in life is buried in the grave with both my 
parents; and I  have really, at present, no object to 
live for. The thought of returning to my parents 
was my stimulus in everything. This affliction has 
also affected my correspondence of all kinds. But 
enough of this. You will, I am sure, excuse me, 
and believe that nothing can alter my attachment or 
the delight and pride I feel in the possession of your 
friendship.”  Indeed, it seemed, as one by one the 
links which bound him to England were broken, the 
firmness with which he clung to his Indian attach­
ments increased. Erom this time he fell back for 
support upon the associations of exile, and solaced 
himself with the friendships within his reach.

It was with little regret, therefore, that about this 
time he received an intimation that the Court of 
Dirceiors, among other retrenchments, had reduced 
the expenses of the Delhi Residency,* by curtailing

zmi'nestedthe melancholy inielligijnce deneios had been reduced; hut whilst 
lo Captain PcrgUBSon, at Delhi, whom other retrenchments were ordered to 
be requested to prepare Metcalfe lor take immediate efiee.t, the case of the 
the receipt of the sad tidings, Delhi Residency had been treated as

* T h e ' expenses of all the Resi- an except ioaal one, and Metcalfe had
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the Resident’s allowances. “  The cuttings here,”  he 
wrote to Mr. Jenkins, 4 are 2000 rupees a month 
from the public allowance. This I  have allowed to 
take effect, as I  considered opposition vain. Reduc­
tions were also ordered in the number of assistants 
and the office establishment. These I have opposed, 
as they do not affect me personally. The reduction 
of my allowances will keep me in India all my life, 
as I  do not see how I  can reduce my expenses.”
Rut, as though he could not altogether abandon the 
thought of some day returning to his native land, 
he added, “  I  shall, therefore, be the more inclined 
to accept any situation, should any such be offered, 
which, by enabling me to live like a retired individual 
on some small means, may present a hope of some 
day returning to England.”

At the close of the year 1815 Charles Metcalfe 
received another visit from his brother Theophilus, 
who had come round to Calcutta, upon business 
connected with the financial affairs o f the Canton 
Eactory. The visit was a solace to both brothers.
“  I  l°°k  forward,”  wrote the elder brother from 
Benares, “  to a delightful month with you, such as 
I have not passed lor some tim e; and alas! have 
but little prospect of see in g  a relative for years to 
come. ’ They met then at Delhi for the last time. 
Theophilus Metcalfe did not live to see the comple­
tion of those twelve years.

bitv ordered, as a preliminary Hwa- bis office before «i»- reductions nor.:
- “ re, .o report upon the expenses of carried out.

2 e 2
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CHAPTER X II .

[1815—1818.]

T H E  S E T T L E M E N T  O F  C E N T R A L  I N D I A .

Peace with the Goorkhas— Relations with the States of Central India— Scin- 
diah, Holkar, and the. Rajah of Berar— The Pindarrees— Ameer Khan and 
the Patans— The Rajpoot States— Metcalfe’s Plans for the Settlement of 
Central India— Adopted by Lord Hastings— Opposition of the Home A u ­
thorities —  Change of Policy —  Correspondence of Metcalfe with Lord 
Moira— The Governor-General takes the Field— Suppression of the Pin- 
darrees— Metcalfe’s Treaties with the Rajpoot Princes.

“ H u r r a h ! peace with the Goorkhas!” wrote Se­
cretary Ricketts from Calcutta to Metcalfe, at Delhi, 
o h  the 9th of December, 1815. “  Gujraz returned
at the time stipulated to Bradshaw’s camp, and with 
fall powers from his Rajah to sign the treaty accord­
ing to the terms required by Lord Moira, which you
may recollect to have seen...........................This
treaty has just been ratified by his Lordship in 
Council; and a counterpart from the Rajah may be 
expected in ten days-—a copy having been sent to 
him with the signatures of Bradshaw and Gujraz at 
the time they forwarded the one for his Lordship’s 
gratification.”  It was expected; hut it never came. 
The expectations formed in this month of December 
by the inmates of the Government House of Cal-
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cutta, like all other expectations based upon the as­
sumed sincerity of a faithless enemy, resulted only 
in delusion and disappointment. The treaty of Se- 
gowlee was not ratified at Catamandu. So hostilities 
were renewed by the British. They were renew ed, 
under the conduct of Ochterlony, with consummate 
vigor and ability; and the Goorkhas were soon 
again at bis feet. Defeated and dispirited, they sued 
for terms ; and the general, not without some mis­
givings,* consented, early in March, to renew nego­
tiations on the basis of the old treaty. Before the 
end of the month many letters had been despatched 
from the enemy’s country congratulating Metcalfe 
on the termination of the war. “  I offer you my 
most sincere congratulations,”  wrote Colonel Jasper 
Nicolls, who had well performed all the duties 
entrusted to him in both campaigns, “  on the ery 
rapid and glorious success of our arms. Far more 
has been done than I expected in so short a time.
The affair of the 28tli ultimo, the capture of Hurree- 
hurpore, and the energetic arrangements for the 
reduction of Murkwanpore, have been of a character 
not to be misunderstood by Umr Singh himself, 
whom shame and disgrace will, I hope, follow in due 
time. That the treaty has been drawn from them by 
their fears must now be evident to India, and have if s 
just effect.” !  “  The Goorkhas,”  wrote Mr. Gardner,

* “  I  am in a terrible fright,1’ he and dry.” This letter is elated in the 
wrote to Metcalfe, “ lest Lord Moira original “ Valley of Murkwanpore, 
should be angry; but new negotia- February 7, is  16.” Bu;. this is ob- 
tions, with the necessary cessation of viously a slip of the pen for March, 
hostility, were in my mind worse than f  Sulapore, March 17, IS lb. Mb. 
the acceptance of the old, ready cut Correspondence.
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Metcalfe s old assistant, who was soon afterwards ap­
pointed Resident at the Nepaul Court, “  have ratified 
the old treaty of Segowlee; and as Ochterlony must 
no doubt have been authorised to accept it, as 
sufficient to satisfy Government, by his having at the 
same time agreed to a cessation of hostilities, I  con­
clude the war may be considered as terminated. . . .
I  think we have been highly fortunate, both in the 
successes which have attended Ochterlomy’s exertions 
anu the speedy termination that has been put to the 
campaign, for had it been continued, considering the 
time of year, I  think that we should have been ruined 
by the climate.” * But satisfactory as were these 
announcements, far more satisfactory and cheering, 
on every account, was the letter which Metcalfe 
received from the brave old general himself. “  I 
was most happily relieved from all anxiety,”  wrote 
Ochterlony from Camp Beteeah, on the 20tli of 
March, “  by a very kind letter from Lord Mona, 
who I  doubt not will be more pleased when he 
receives all the particulars detailed in my despatch 
transmitting the ratified treaty by Cartwright. I 
granted peace on the most submissive entreaty— on 
the most abject submission, I  may say; and as they 
had before talked of some hope of changes, I took 
from the negotiators a document expressly stating 
that every hope was retracted, and that the most 
rigid adherence to the very letter of the treaty was 
the only indulgence they could expect fiom a Go­
vernment they had treated so 111.”  And thus the

* Rumrjhtr, March 17, 1817. MS. Cermpondatc*.



war was really at an end; and Nepaul became a 
friendly power.

To Metcalfe this intelligence was most welcome.
A  great object bad now been accomplished. But 
there was a greater before ns to which the pa­
cification of Nepaul had in some measure cleared 
the way. One obstacle at least to the settlement of 
Central India had been removed. It had been 
always Metcalfe’s opinion that our operations 
against the Groorkhas should have been postponed 
until arrangements had been effected for the esta­
blishment of permanent tranquillity throughout all 
the Central Indian States ; but the war having been 
commenced, he argued that we should conclude it, 
by a manifestation of overwhelming strength, with 
the utmost practicable despatch ; and then, haling 
in the mean wliile increased, by every possible means, 
our military resources, enter with confidence upon 
the arrangements which the unsettled condition of 
Central India so imperatively demanded.

Whatever may have been the policy— or the ne­
cessity—in 1806, of the sudden winding-up of our po­
litical relations in the interior of Hindostan, it is 
not to he doubted that the precipitate adjustment of 
affairs, rendered necessary by the embarrassed state 
of our finances, caused a vast heritage of stirring 
work to descend to a future Government. It is very 
true that no statesman is justified in saddling pos­
terity with political convulsions and pecuniary dis­
tresses. But it is equally true that no statesman is 
justified in inflicting a positive injury upon bis own 
generation, with the hope of averting a conjectural

t(f)| <SL
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evil from a future one. But the truest statesman­
ship is that which seizes upon the exact point at 
which conjectural evils are about to become positive 
ones, when they have passed altogether beyond the 
stage of possible prevention, and to delay their ex­
tinction is only to nurture them growth. Now, 
in 1815-16, we had certainly readied an epoch of 
our career at wrhieh any continued reliance upon 
the efficacy of those principles of non-interference, 
which had so long regulated our political conduct 
in the East, would have been suicidal in the extreme. 
Disorder and confusion were paramount over the 
whole length and breadth of Central India. The 
entire country was rent by internal strife. The 
strong were preying upon the weak. The supre­
macy of Might was alone recognised. There was 
altogether a state o f lawlessness and disorganisation 
such as it is difficult for those, who square their 
notions by the rule and plummet of European civi­
lisation, adequately to conceive.

To describe, with satisfactory detail, the chaotic 
state of things that had arisen during the ten years 
which had elapsed since Charles Metcalfe, on the 
banks of the Beeas, met Holkar and Ameer Khan 
in the camp of the former,* would demand an 
amount of space that cannot consistently be afforded 
to it in such a Memoir as this. But I will endeavor 
in some sort, whilst illustrating the political opinions 
o f the Delhi Resident, and tracing the incidents of 
his political career, to render it intelligible to the 
reader, who has made himself acquainted with the

* See ante, pp. 19G-7-B.
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leading circumstances of the first wars with the 
Mahratt'as.

The names or titles of the principal Mahratta 
chieftains—of Scindiali, of Holkar, of the Peishwah, 
and the Ilajali of Berar, are, it may he presumed, 
familiar to the reader. The great political and 
military transactions in which our relations with 
these powers involved us during the first years of 
the century, have been already briefly narrated 
The alliances which the British Government had 
formed with these Princes, had been nominally 
maintained; but the spirit ol them had been lie 
quently violated, and there was good reason to 
believe that at every one of these Mahratta Durbars 
there was a smouldering hostility which was only 
waiting for a breath of opportunity to burst out
openly into a blaze. .

Since the conclusion of the last treaties with the 
Mahratta Princes, some great personal changes in 
been wrought under the unfailing ai ion o 
Scindiali, who at the period ol our early ma ■ - 
lions with him was a mere stripling in the trammels 
of an unprincipled Minister, had now assumed an 
attitude of independence. He was master oL his 
own actions and his own possessions, lie had been 
quietlv organising his army and consolidating his 
power;* and although whilst the British Govern-

* “  Scindiali, though Ms former
vast power was completely broken >y * ■- ^ on tally increnbiup
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ment punctually paid him. his stipend, and abstained 
from, molesting or controlling him, liis disposition 
was outwardly friendly, it was felt that any suspicion 
of our designs might soon induce him to employ his 
resources against his British allies. A t Holkar’s 
Coni't a change, too, had supervened equally striking, 
but of an obverse character. Our old enemy Jes- 
wunt Rao, under the depressing influences of adver­
sity and inaction, had drunk himself first into 
idiotcy and then into the grave. His son, a minor, 
now ruled in his place. But the Holkar family were 
little more than a pageant.* A ll the real power of 
the state had been for some time usurped by their 
old lieutenant, Ameer Khan, the Rohilla, and by an­
other predatory chief of the same adventurous type,t 
who lived by spoliation and oppression. Whilst 
these changes were being developed— whilst Seindiah 
was rising into a reality and Holkar sinking into a 
name, the Peishwab, by name Badjee Rao, had been 
recovering from the effect of the troubles cvhich had 
beset him during the first years of the century, and 
acquiring with maturity of years some vigor of un­
derstanding.:;. His chief public functionary had

to hi a agffrandisemen t, and by the pendently that they can hardly be
accumulation ° f  treasure, in which he reckoned as forces of the state, the 
.na3 uniformly persisted., though he armies of Holkar .are completely in-
huo had^frequently to defend his per- significant..............The present policy
sou against a clamorous and tuinui- of the Holkar Government appears 
tuoiis army'. — [Memorandum by C. T. to be, to keep the crumbling state 
MeAcaLje, written Jor Lord Moira in ike together, if possible, until ihe young 
U ly l 4“l 50  . . ltajah be able to hold the reins him-

-  - ik e  state of Holkar is in a very self, in the hope, perhaps, that he may 
different predicament at present. The be able i. j restore its prosperity,*—  
Government is reduced to a very low [Ibid.] 
degree of weakness. I f  we exclude f  Mahomed Shah Ivlian.
the armies of Meer Khan and Maho- t In 1816 he was alio at forty years
med bhah Khan, which act so inde- of age.



been a fiddler in tbe band of a Hindoo temple; but 
tlie Peishwah. relied little on liis Ministers, and was 
especially intent on keeping in bis own bands all 
state affairs connected with tlie British alliance. He 
knew the importance of appearing to be a faithful 
ally. He kept up a show of friendship towards us.
But it was believed that he was only biding his time, 
and that he was eager to throw off the subsidiary 
force, which sate like an incubus upon him. W ith 
the Bajah of Berar, now greatly shorn of his old 
prestige and his old power by the events of the Avar 
of 1803, we had attempted to establish a similar 
subsidiary alliance. But our offer had been rejected.
Eager as was that Prince for the assistance and pro­
tection of the British Government when threatened 
by the predatory cohorts of Ameer Khan, he dreaded 
the effects of a closer alliance with u s ; he wa; con­
tinually suspecting us of a design to strip him of his 
independence. It was the old story— a weak Prince 
hurried by his own idle fears into the very dangers 
which he" struggled to escape. When Lord Moira 
visited the Upper Provinces in 1814, and was col­
lecting an army for tlie chastisement of the Gooi'klrc, 
the Iiajah believed that our object was the subjuga­
tion of INiagpore; and when he found that oiu tr oops 
Were entangled in the difficult defiles ot is cpaul, ue 
seriously meditated the expediency of taking the 
initiative against us. Similar apprehensions, indeed, 
at this time haunted all the Mahratta durbars. M < 
could hardly move without disquieting them ; tor in 
every movement they saw a menace.

With these states, so suspicious and susceptible,
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there was little probability of our continuing much 
longer on terms of satisfactory alliance. But there 
was another power, less palpable but more formidable, 
with which it seemed likely at this time that we 
should be brought into earlier collision— a power 
which for years had been extending and aggrandising 
itself—the power of the Pindarrees. These were 
predatory bands of soldiers or freebooters, forming 
the military strength of no particular state, but 
ready to take service under any state, or to carry 
on war upon their own account, whenever sufficient 
temptation presented itself in the shape of the weak­
ness or the disorganisation of some petty prin­
cipality not under the protection of the para­
mount power. During our early wars with the 
Mahrattas we had seen something of these merce­
naries ; but they were then comparatively few in 
number, and were accounted only as component 
parts of the military resources of Scindiah or Hol- 
kar. They were not regarded by us in the light of an 
infant power likely to exercise a formidable influence 
over the destinies of Hindostan. But under the 
sure operation of time, this noxious growth of law­
lessness and violence had quickened into a mighty 
power overawing states. Iso enterprise seemed to be 
too vast for the ambition of men who carried, for the 
most part, all that they possessed on the bows of their 
saddle; who had everything to gain by the disorga­
nisation they created; with whom rapine was a 
trade, and cruelty a pastime. Plunder was the first 
object of their incursions. They devastated wide 
tracts of country; committed the most detestable


