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ﬁ'reachonary Bills; Mr. &, N. Mulhclu Bill promdui -
for a Board of Accounts and a Treasurer who was
' to be something like an Accountant-General; it also
. wimed at a Senate mainly elected from various
. constituencies. Mr. J. N. Basu’s Bill provided for a
| Senate also mainly elected on a purely communal
. principle with a reservation of seats for Mahomedans.
' But hoth the Bills sought to revive the Rector and
to give the M:mster this dignified office, making
~ him pmmmcﬂly sapreme in all matters of tht, d
i Umvermty, internal, academic or administrative,

. ¢ Ditcher:  referred thus to these Bills, in the
“ *Capital’—* The two reformers referred to . Mr.
SL_' N. Mullick and Mz, J. N. Basu both of whom
S would make the Minister of Education Rector of
’ of the Calcutta University with power to coutrol .‘
the Senate with his heart’s desire which may take .
. the form of putting his pigmy knife into the calf of
"a giant Vice-Chancellor of transcendent worth .
e Both the Bills aimed at making the Minister supreme -
in the constitution and ‘;1d1mn1a,trcn.t1on of the Univer-
_sity. Those were the days of Non-co-operation and

. the Legislative Council was clean packed with

| 'loyal-i.-ats and constitutionalists ; and the Govern-
im;ﬁt always commanded a large majority therein ;

/80 the situation was desperate from the Unwer‘uty '

o point of view; but, happily, public opinion was

' thoroughly roused against the reactionary proposals;
-mi_'cl_evan the veteran educationist and renowned
seientist, Dr. P, C. Roy--who could never be accused
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of any uﬁdue ' partiality towards Asutosh —jeft His
test~tube a.nd raised his emphdtxc voice d.f"altl'-t
. the subversive  movement to ‘reform’ @ the
| University ‘out of existence’, Happily for
University and Asutosh; the greatest source of
~ support and strength came from the most authentic,
authoritative and independent quarters—from the'
| Reports of the Royal Commission on the Universitics
 of Oxford and Cambridge in England, of the Sadler
| Commission, as well as from independent administra-
‘tors and rulers; in India. ‘“If there were any
danger” the Commissioners  tersely declared in
. England, ‘that grants of public money would
| lead to State interference with opinion in
the Universities, it might be the less of the two
 evils that they should decline in efficiency. mthe
i thdn lose their independence in order to obtain
adequate means.” In the course of his Addyess to
the Allahabad University, Sir Harcourt Butler bald
-+« There 18 one matter which causes me some little
¢ apprehumon namely, a teadency to interfere with
. the freedom and initiative of the University from
-outude I am impressed by the consideration that
any undue interference with the University will
militate against the future development not mnly
. of the University but also of the provinee...”  Sir
_Hegmald Craddock, First \Chancellor of Rangoon
(Tn1verf~ ity said in the course of a speech in 1922
Aty such pressure (from official guarters, to
mxa.w the independence of the Senate,’ or o
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stawe the Umvermty and tht (.onstztuf-nt Colleges’)
o would have to be stoutly resisted by the Univer-
---~_&-1ty itself, as indeed by all citizens in Burma who |
prefer the gepuime to the sham and arenot tobe
' .ampaaed upon by falacious ideals of national welfare.
A University so enchained will be a body without
-_d ;aOul Y It is not quite wellknown—but it isa
il factwthat the Governor of Assam, the Hon'ble Member
,"__Qf, thv Governor-Gereral’s | Executive  Council,
L ch'lrwe of Education, and the Hon'ble Minister
':_zmd Ditector of Public Instruction, Assam, (who
m‘e all of them, Fellows) were won over by Asutosh ;
m-a,t any rate they did not support the official aml
Aot non—c:ﬁicm,i Bills intended to limit the autonomy of
the University. |
. But the monumcutal Report of the Sadler
zL\ mmission brought the greatest succour to the
i _,I'h‘mds of Asutosh ; in this Report which was the
(i) '.result of protracted deliberations, and of a most shift-
J_-._Z:_mg enquiry and prolonged tour, the Commissioners
| __suught to preserve the autonomy and integrity of
the University as well as to recognise the ‘demands
__”'..'pf the democratic principle’ by proposing the
 ereation of an Academic Council to deal indepen
‘.'dently with the academic affairs and educational
-_:'mqtter% as also of a Court to be the supreme
--'.'"'body of the University largely composed of elected
| Jmembers representative of every ‘%h’ldc of opinion aud
mtufmt in the country and ‘vested with extensixe
k:gmlatwv., and financial functions in the adminis.

i
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0 tration of the Umvermty, and the cunneutmg lmL
. between the two was to be an Executive Council
entrusted with the managément of financial and
. administrative affairs ; besides, there was to 'be
' a Board of Secondary Bduncation, Various Univer-
 sities in India took advantage of the c_omt.ructwcr.
_ proposals of the Commission and carried out the
-con'rempldted reforms into their structure ; but
i othmff was done in the Caleutta 1mvermty--th@
| wery University for whose benefit the Commission
L was appomted The numerous critics of Asutosh!
and the newly awakened ‘reformers’ left the elabol
'x'at-e and illuminating Report severely alope and
 applied their own ‘supplus virgin minds’~to use
. Sir A, Choudhuri’s pithy words—to the ' rrlcnrumu
o xvork of reformation, without caring el itor 4
| the | recognized -authorities and - ad vza.n'ce‘t:l and
. accepted thought (in progressive countries) in educa:
tional matters, It will be beyond our scope to dwell
“at length on this most ¢ritieal juncture in the history -
of higher education in Bengal, but the fact remained
that inspite of their immense resources, unlimitecd
power and natuaral vantage position as the custodians
of 'public funds, the official  reformers  had ol
Leurh down their reforming zeal; the fact was that
\ the reactionary forces that gathered round the
 official standard, the ominious clouds that threatened
. to destroy the independence and integrity of the
Tniversity and sap the foundation and structure
of the sacred Temple of Knowledge and Learning,

AL
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wvere routed by the sturdy independence, indomita.
ible courage and heroic stand of Asutosh. It is this N
| fight, this noble stand and the ‘tiger’ qualities = |
-d.iﬁ;i;:il,ayed by him which | won him the s’t-riking' R
0 txibate from the greatest thinker poet of our age
| Tagore, said in course of his ‘4ribute of appreciation
i iﬂr-n&butt)&h heroically foucﬂxtmmumt hedvy oddcs i
| '-:fur winning freedom for our education - |
. Apart from  his stubborn and unhendmg qttxtudc
f -I'-'-I'_.(Lnd desperate ficht that he bad to put up all along,
. three of his feats stand out in broad relief, as they
l :cuntnbuted a good deal to his hard-fought victory,
i One was a, unigque utterance of his in the Senate
 when the University was faced with bankruptey
. 'j.-__rtm:l starvation, in which he enunciated the glorious |
< idoetrine of ‘freedom first, freedom second and freedom
always’, and avowed that he would go abegging
from door to door, like the ‘rishis’ of old, rather than
1 surrender the birth-right of the University; as Dr.
Sylvain Levi says, ‘Never did Sir Asutosh rise to s
. greater heights than at this crisis’.  Next was his
 brilliant and bold Convocation Address of 1922 ;in
- this heroic utterance of his, he mercilessly expased
the utter hollowness of the preposterous pretensions
. of /the ‘reformers’ and justified his standpoint by
} "'.réfejr-rin_g to the highest educational and administras
) . t,}jr_e.::authm-ities and ended with a peroration that
j will live for ever in the annals of his country’s free-
rdom.  We can not shut our eyes to the facts” declared
he boldly, in the immediate presence of the Goverm}r-
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and the Ministers and other reformers, “that thers
. hawve heen abundant indications of what looks.
i like a determined conspiracy to bring the University
into disesteem and discredit. A satirist, gifted
:'v\?i'th uncommon sense of humour, rccentiy classifigd!
. the members of this confideracy as political adyen-
" turers, academic imposters and sanctimonious oritics,
.1 can not vouch for the logical accuracy of this.
classification, much less for its completeness., They
“appear to have discovered from the depths of their '
(innet consciousness and without adequate knowledge:
of the academic affairs in other parts of the civilized
W{I)_t_"ld that our activities have been developed oman
extravagant scale’””. But perhaps his greatest contri-
bution to this fight for ‘freedom for our education;
his most remarkable stand in the unequal battle-
to win independence for our academic life and thought
was his historic letter to Lord Lytton, in which.
he sternly refused the Governor’s ‘insultihg O'Efﬁ,lf’_ of
Vice.Chancellorship, which is unique and unpamllé]._led.

A Convocation speech by Sie Asutosh Mookerjee is nof an
aceident or an episode, but an event in the educational development
and progress of India. In the present crisis through which Caleutta

. University is passing one looks to him for a diagnoesis of unimpea-
: & & I

chable accuracy ; for u prognosis of confident reliabilivy. He did'
not disappoint us on Saturday ; on the contrary he exceeded our
expectations. He stood up four-square in moral and intellectual
grandeur to answer the criticism concentrated upon him..and only
the intellectnally dishonest could fail to be wholly responsivé to his
candour of soul and plenary vision of life......” =" The Capital *
dated 21th March, 1923,
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" in the history of British rule in India and will hand
down his name to the generations and guleratmns- |
“to come, as a fearless patriot, as a sc rupulous guar-
dian of the highest honour and best interests of the
Thation above all, as a *man’ “who can speak and act
fearle%ly according to his convictions'---After this
‘manly refusal. Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu was
.«tppcmfed to be his successor. Mr. Basu, an old
“iSénator and a veteran public man and statesman,
bhowed no indication to trifle with the integrity of
Ins ¢alm mater’, but brought an open mind to bear
"on his arduous task. Unfortunately he could not
continue long = in office 'and died  shortly
after He was succeeded by one of Asutosh’s
i ’"colledo‘ue.q on the Bench—Sir Ewert Greaves,
But Sir Bwert proved a Tartar and strictly
! followed in Asutosh’s footstep : holding fast to his
"'Ideal, he strikingly upheld the best of traditions
' of Asutosh and stoutly fought for the mdept.udence
“and welfare of the University. Thus the Damocles’
':" '-“"&wm‘d hanging over the {J niversity was w;thdrawn.

_ 1t is a welcome relief to turn from the sickcnmrr
* | reuds and tendencies of the unhappy wntmverﬂy
to the brighter and better aspects of his achieve-
.-_‘ments if we have to bid goodbye to the unflinching
hand  invincible fighter and the bold and skillful
g j;ntrcxrefrlst we have to deal with the statesman, the
F_‘:.patrmt and the reformer in the realm of education.
.+ Looking back after the lapse of some years, it secemsa
i .'=_;.:re¢11 mlram., an unfathomable mystery that thx. man
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e fw_h.c_» fought so desperately, and with such super-
human skill and courage, with such tlreless energy
. and endurance, brought to a successful close, the
. unequal fight with the Governor, the Minister and
. the Legislature, could, during the same period,
| leave such a remarkable record of construc_ti,vc
. activities and striking achievements, And the
. engulfing conflicts and bitter controversies notwith-
_ standing, there was no lessening of the stirrings
of new life called into being, no waning of the
. mew spirit breathed, no slackening of the nféuﬁg'
| energy infused by Asutosh into the ¢steel frame-
0 work’ of  the University ; so that Prof James
Wilford Garner of the University of Illions and a
. scholar of international fame, delivered, at the Uni-
. yersity, a course of brilliant lectures, on the Develop- |
. ment of International Law :the well-known Prof.
. Arther Antony Macdonnel of Oxford, delivered, as the
first Stephenos Nirmalendu Ghosh Lecturer, a course
of lectures, on ‘Comparative Religion’ . Dr. Stella
Kramrisch discoursed on Indian Arts, its contact
with Arts of other civilizations and its place in the
'systé:i-n of Indian Alsthetics: in this period, toe,
' Sir Rash Behari Ghosh Travelling Fellowsaips “"‘3_1"’3}-
ik for the first time, awarded to the distinguished scho-
lars who went abroad to investigate educational
. methods and to carry on research in special branches
. of 1ed.mmg : the Degree of Bachelor of Commerce was
ﬁrst instituted and radical changes were tade in the
-Reoru]atlons of the Matmculatmn anmmatxona auci

| SIR ASUTOBH MOOKERJBE-—A STUDY.
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t“he mteliectua] output of resea.rch and artgmal i
workb, also steadlly increased in variety and qtmhty |
In accordance with the new Regulations sane.
tmﬂed on the 26th June, 1917, the University was
mlled upon to arrange for, and it did undertake,
teachmg and researches in as many as twenty
. 'main branches of knowledge, such as : Sanskrit, Pal,
".'_"'Ara.bm Persian, English Indian Vernaculax, Com- .
p rative Phlloloay, \Ientdl and Moral Philosophy, |
| Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Physics,
*Lhemwtr}, Physiology, Botany, Geology, Zoology,
_ i.:_Fxpenmeut(ﬂ Psychology, History, Political Economy
and Political Philosophy, But to name the sub-
| jeets is but to understate the truth ; for, each of
them' is composed of several groups ; in the main |
department of Sanskrit, for 1nstant.e, arrangements
. had have to be made for study and research in nine
.. 7--d1{-;t1nct umups: Literature, Vedas, Law and
'_':T%CIence of Interpretatwn Vedanta, Sankhya, Yoga?,
' -}N}raya and Vaishesik, General Philosophy, Prakeit
"'..-and Epigraphy. Few peoph. realize the magnitude
. of ‘and possibilities in, the &ubjeus taught ; Asutosh
--'__-mce}v observed, ‘truth is that the term bamknt,
© though Lompmui of only eight letters, conotes in the
“domain of knowledge an empire by 1tqelf HOREAA b 1
'.:-departments of Pali-—which ' in the words of Lord
' Ronaldshay, cover ‘the far-reaching field of Buddhistic ¢
--Studles ‘—there are provisions for four groups:
Literary, Philosophy, Epigraphic and Muhdjamc o
mthe branch of Islamic studies, facilities exist for *




. teaching and research in Theosophy, Philosophy. |

Literature, Rhetoric, Grammar and Science. ‘I‘hu-
Studv of Tibetan in an Iadian University has an-
importance all its own ; for it is essential for a px.op.u--

| freconstruction of the history of Indian Livilimfioﬁf
during the first thousand years of Christian era ;
for in this dark period innumerable Sanskrit bcu)k«-,
were carried into the mountain fastnesses of’
“Tibet and translated by learned TLamas; wthe’
originals have disappeared but the tra.ns]atwnq me-

- still preserved as the t‘memorials of Indian c1v111._z:a-
tion’, The late lamented 8js. Sarat Chandra Das and’

| Batis Chandra Vidyabhusan were the only scho]ars--

| amongst us who could probe into the mysteries of .
| ‘these studies . « the University, with cons1dem__ble-'

- diffieulty. was able to make some beginning in this,

fascinating subject. Major Campbell, the political
officer at Sikhim and a reputed Tibetan scholar,

' 1r1duced the Dalai Luama to send out to the Un1~
wversity the Tibetan scholar Geshe Lobzang nge :
but he went back as he could find no cne who cotild.
discourse with him on equal terms. Thanks, how.

' ever, to the enterprising zeal of Asutosh, he was subse-
gquently able to secure two scholarly Lamas for the
‘advanced students. The University has, moreover, a

. splendid collection of Tibetan block prints and

i _'maﬁﬁ‘acripts the library of the late Mr, Sarat Ch.

‘Das and <more than one hundred volumes on various

%ubJects Closely connected are the study of Chfnese-

and Japanese, for which arrangements have been

RIR ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE-—A §TUDY.




i

. Indian Architecture, Indian Mathematics, Indian.

s matle We need not refer at length to the numerous

. branches and branches within branches, to the various
departmenta of studies that Asutosh founded in the'
Lalcuttcx University ; let us, however, mention two-;'_ -
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dlstmct departments the establishment of which has

beeu his life-long dream, as it is certa inly the crown-
mg‘ achievement of his brilliant career as an edu-
ca,t:tonal reformer, as an intellectual regenerator, asa

ccmstructwe statesman and a farseeing patriot of his

countrj; these are the Department of Ancteﬂ‘t_
Indian History and Cultare and the Department of
Indmn Vernaculars; in the former, provisions have:

bcen made for the qtudy of Vedic and Epic India,
pohtlcal history of Post-Vedic period and the his
torlt‘al geography of Ancient India ; optional subjects

~are Archaeology, Social and Constitutional History,.
Mathematw% and Astronomy, Racial and Anthro-

vmphm History ;' and under the inspiration and able
lcade.rshlp of Asutosh, the University has- immense

 difficulties (for want of suitable text books) notwith-

studlng-ww_uranged for teaching and research in such:
dlverse branches of Ancient Indian History as these 1~

Indian Hpigraphy, Indian Fine Arts, Indian
Iconogrdphy, Indian Coinage, Indian Palacography,

N Race Origin, Indian Economic Life, Indian Social Life,

'“Indi:m Administration, Indian Religion and Indian
Astronomy The departments of vernacular litera-
_ tures and languages are among the normal features

in the hfe and working of the Universities all the:

e 3 o Lo ACE T L O B AR g e
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world over, and it sounds like a paradox that ﬁhﬁ:-_'
inauguration of this department should be reckonged
. asone of his crowning achievements in his trinmphant
. wareer ; but unfortunately, Indian Vernaculars were
' relegated o the background in Indian Universities
"Aautmh as we have seen, fought, so far back as 1892'_ ':
for the recognition of Beugalee in the University |
i «C.urricu-lum ; though baffled on that occasion,
nihel never . velaved | his, | exertions and | hig) zeak
. for his canse and it was due to his persistent
. endeavour, his patriotic fervour and his creative ima-
j _‘gination, that the Indian vernaculars came into their
i '.r_i-g'_h‘t'place in the premier University in India ; provi-
..;Si(ms-”have_ thus been made for teaching in Bengalee |
f' -"_j;-__'_'_:-;H.i_-ugli, Guzrati, Oriya (principal languages), A.-ssames_séﬁ:;,,__
edn, Maithal, Telagu, Tamili, Carnarese, Malayan . |
~and Sinhalese.  And in furtherance of the ‘scheme of
preparation and publication of typical selections in
all the Indian vernaculars from the earliest stages
to the modern time' the Uuiversity brought out
| isplendid volumes, giving specimens from the earl’iést._ .
manuscripts, in Bengalee, Hindi. and Zendavesta, '
. -And besides the eight Professorships (in the domain of e
| -_Suence) ereated with the Palit and Ghesh Em]_.,ow—
. ments, Asutosh founded five more Chairs out of the |
 munificent gifts of Rs. 5.50.000 by Kumar Guru Prosad
: Sing of Khaira : such as Chairs of Chemistry, Physies,
' Agrmulture Indian Fine Arts and Indian Linguis:
ties, and Phonet:cb, The University maintains two

SIR ASUTOSH MOOKSRJEE~—A STUDY.
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C’hams, one for Botdny and the other, for Zoology *
As we have already said the Departments of Indian

vefmacular and nt Anuent Indmn II1storv and Cu!~

'l‘echnology stand out promxnentl v as the mt:):,t remark:
. able of his achievements in the region of intellectual
{ii 'rEgbneratxon and educational progress of his country.
. As he said in 1922 “There is no other University i

| India where facilities are provided for the cultivation,
| of Indian Vernaculars on so extensive a scale. But: |

let 'me ask, whether this would have been possihlé -
Cunless the University had a department of Pali which

1nclﬂded learned Sinbalese tnonks, a depcu*tm-ent of

i "aansknt whmh included a Prakritist professing the
L Jain re__hg_lon, a department of Islamic studies which '
. included Persian scholars, a department of Com_pzim—-'
i 'tiv“c”"'PH-'ilc:;log? whic‘h included a Gazrati scholar,
dep.:lrtment of History which included a Mdhrdtl.
scholar, o depm tment of Wconomics which included a.
| Telegu scholar, and a department of Anthropology
i which included a Tamil and Malayan scholar. it is
becaunse the ITnivérsi't-y- comprises men of high intel-
fectual attainments in so many branches of human
knowledge, it is because the University has hroken
s "'_.‘through the barriers of narrow provincialism ..thatit
has bemmc possible to opent the new department of

e _"‘S‘i‘nzwc -Alsutosh's (lea.iih, three Chai'rs have been sanctioned, to he
named afser him and devoted to some of the subjects, close to his

i lwart.—-(,ham of ls‘mmuc zmd ()nental Studies and of Mediaoval and

__'-,Iiﬁ dern 1nchan qutory.
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| :Indian Varnaculars. R B is the unigue trlumph ot' i
| ithis Umversxty that it was the first here or- elwewhere
| to establish a Chair devoted exclusively to the promo-

_';."'1;101:1 of study and research in Ancient Indian Hmtory i

and Culture and that it wasalso the first seat of learn-
ing where the highest degree in the Faculty of Arts
weould be earned as a result of competent Lnowlcdge:" |
‘.-.Of the subject, which must be captivating to all
. traly patriotic Indians.” The supreme importance
. of this department can hardly be overestimated
from the point _of view of a proper reconstruction

of a fuller and truer history of Ancient India;

- gpecially when, in the face of facts and traditions
feceatly brought to light, so well.known a scholar
. .and author, as the late Mr, Vincent Smith, asserted
"'.'_'._thagt India was not suitable for democratic insti-

tutions, Even the famous Cambridge History,

in the words of Asutosh  has not realized our highest

conception of historical work, .« The time, however,
hasnot yet arrived for undertaking a history of

ancient Indian History and Culture from the
standpoint of philosophic student of History.
- Notwithstanding the labours of generations of
assiduous scholars in many lands, we are still on
the threshold”.., TLet us again quote from his
| :.filo_rmer‘ speech, ‘“we feel encouraged from time
. to time when so eminent eritics, so sagacions
. and impartial as, Prof. Foucher, Dr. Thomas or Prof.

Bylvain Levi, come forward generously to recognise

our efforts to wake up interest in these nwlea,ted
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ﬁelds» and tocarry the horizon of India, beyond present .
:India ‘And yet let it not be forgotten that in the
rlepartmeut of Science perhaps more than in the |
.department of Letters, University teachers b
| students, have systematically carried out original
5.--’1nve<st1rrc1t10n of acknowledged value. We have,
-".mdecd made the University College of Science @
il 'ersery of voung men of exceptional ability-—
| Mathunatmmns, 'Physiciét% Chemists, Botanists,
Zoologmt&-——whnse researches have heen eagerly
i Laccepted for publication by scientific societies and
“scientific penod\cdls in foremost. seats of learning in
ik "_Europt, America and Japan”, |

Apart from these reforms and innovations which
'_.-t}_cwe change.d-the structure as well as the life and
. working of the University, transforming it into a
wentre of highest studies and researches. Asutosh’s
regime  synchronised  with a steady, phenomenal
.and unprecedented rise in the number of graciua- |
tes and undergraduates turned out by the University.

- Before Asutosh stepped into the leadership of
Lour academic life and thought, the number of students
.at the various institutions and of the candidates
appearing at the University examinations, were very.
-_smdll but with Asutosh’s ascendancy in the affairs _
,.-{caf thc Umverqﬂy, thc. movcmcnt of educational

LT B M A TR AR ke

" 'I.‘ht: gr_ov.’mg demand of the people of Bengal for educational |
':'i'-,-ff'zci-lities- is oue of the most improessive features of our age and is-in
Clitself  healthy and admirable” ... The Report of the Caleutta

G 3I:U‘ﬂi‘ﬁek'£‘nii;y (Radler) Commission. ' L
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progress and expansion received a great impetus, and!
the demands of popular education, of liberal culture
. and of enlightenment became widespread and incess.
ant and the demands came from all quarters and
are ever on the increase; the new generations in
| Bengal with their innatelonging for, and loveof study
" and learning, came, in their ever increasing numbers
to the shrine of the Goddess of Learning ; and the:
educational institutions of the province doubled; the
annual rush of the candidates at the University
' examinations became tremendous ; Asutosh rose equal
ko the oceasion, grasped and faced thesituation, in a
~ manly and patriotic way ; himself an ardent student.
| and enthusiastic scholar, he was not at all alarmed.
by this welcome invasion of the sacred temple of the:
Mother by so many thousands of devotees ; he deli-
berately refrained from stiffening their course ; rather
-'1' . did he work tosmooth their path and blessed their
| careers with the University’s hall mark ; the result
was that his dream, his hope and his ambition to
endow every villiage, every hamlet, nay every home.
in Bengal with its graduate and its undergraduates.
!'swas on the road to its realization;® in  this.
i natmn-wuh policy he did not aim at 1deal excellence:
O or perfectmn bhut deliberately and courageously.

SIR ASUTOSH MOOKERIGB--A STUDY.

T

i ; JFA comparisson between the annual nu mbers of graduates before:
o _a'nd during, Asutosh’s regime, will speak for ivself,
18851908 Avemnge annual number of gr acduates - —438
19091915 Do S SRR n g 1027
19161924~ Do Do L e eee
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w@rked to “scatter the seedq of science and of ﬁanw
that eli mate corn, animals, men, may be mllder,'
L _.and germs of love and benefit may be multiplied, ” |

Thes¢ were, in a nutshell, a barest outlme of
eame of the innovations and achievements of his
gl@rmus career as a reformer and creator in the
realm of education; but like all creations and reforms,
ané[ the Workmga of all forward policies and the
pursmt'«a of new ideals—his measures had their full |
share of criticism and appreciation; like all: reformers
and ‘efeators in history, he was virulently con-

i demned as well as intensely admired and profusely
. applauded ; we can only refer to some of these
'_:C-i-'-i_t?icvisms and appreciations and this,very briefly, In
consideration of most of these criticisms, one is
invariably struck with « good deal of irrelevancy, of
| loose thmk11:1g and confusion of ideas displayed not
01113:' by the man in the street, but also by those who'
 Are ‘expected to be more wellinformed. A very
Lommon type of Lritn'mn—-folmbly urged but falla-
cious all the same.is this ;. the University (under
the  inspiration and 1eatlt_r=sh1p of Asutosh) has
heen unnecessarily swelling the volume of popular
discontent and adding to the growing economic
| Qistress of the people, by an increasing flow
- of graduates and under-graduates ; but it is easily
f’forgott’en that this economic distress is world.
* wvide, that this popular discontent and unemploy-
mémt are inseparable from the critical period
i of ti}a\nmtxon Wluch nations and mdn"idndlq are
i b il
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passing through ; nor are these serious evils, of Uni-
versity’s making, far less of its seeking , this hydra.
headed demon of popular economic distress and
discontent has not suddenly come to the front..it,
has been raising its head gradually. Lord Mmto-
referred to the growing evil but hoped “that with
each succeeding year, the growth of home industries
and the consequent demand for greater technical
knowledge, together with the restoration of Indian,
Arts and Letters, will throw open fields of employ-
ment \\-hzch, now, scarcely exist for those who mneed.
nevér think they have wasted their time in Univer-
si”ty.” Good Lord Minto! he did not live to see
the fate of his pious wish, After the lapse  of
two decades during which many Commissions and
Committees sat and reported without any tangible
amelioration of the popular diseontent or distress,
Sir J. C, Bose thus spoke of this burning topie
London...“The present unrest in [ndia is due to severe
economic distress. The Universities are turning
out a large number of science trained men who do.
not find scope for their activities. For the removal
of the threatened economic danger, a comprehen.
sive state puhcy is 1eqmred i i

SIR ASUTORH MOOKERIEE-—A STUDY,

*Dr. J. C. Bose was more clear in Presidential Address fo the
Science Congress in India in January 1927, refecring to this ‘severs
economie distress’ he said, * I found poverty practically unknown m-
Norway and Denmark. The miracle i8 aecomplished through
Science of utilizing all the available resources of the country..Trae
Universities are turning out every year a large namber of young; men
trained in methods of science who form the most important intcSilectual:
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It is impossible to condemn Asutosh or his Univer-
sity for the growing economic distress, for the
educated unemployment and under-employment that
have permeated every stratum of the middle class
people in Bengal, that, in short, threaten to engulf
the whole community and result in huge wastage of
nation’s intellectual wealth and potentialities. Dr.
Sadler and his colleagues on the University Commis-
ston did not bring the head of Asutosh on the charger
but laid the blame at the door of the system. *“It is
impossible” they said in their Report, “not to recog-
nize that a system which leads to such results
{humble status and low pay of graduates) must be
economically wastefull and socially dangerous and
must in the end, lead to the intellectual impoverish-
ment of the country” So the ultimate respousibility
for this growing menace rests upon those who have,
in their hands, the direction of public policy and of
administration and alteration of the system-—upon
our rulers as well as upon the leaders of the pecple,
to some extent, at any rate.

But the critics who condemn Asutosh, for adding,
by an unnecessarily large influx of graduates and
under-graduates, to the prevailing economic unrest
and upemployment and under-employment among
the educated, forget the important steps he took

asses of the country but find no seope for their activities It is the
function of high statesmansghip to foresee the economic danger
and 50 shape state policy that India’s trained youth and her great
potential wealth may be utilized for the benefit of the country.”
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tOW&I‘db the solution of thls grlgantm problem ; strlctly
speaking, it was not within his province to try and
tackle the problem ; it is, the clear duty of the
statesmen, of the rulers and leaders of the people, and
. mot of a reformer in the realm of education, to put
their heads together and solve it ; but Asutosh, as
we have said more than once, was not merely*aﬁ
educational reformer ; he was a statesman of long
| wision and he anticipated the emormous proportions
. the problem has now assumed ; he got Captain
| Petavel to think and write out a proper plan for its
~ solution in the form of five lectures —Self.Government
i __and Bread Problem ; he brought out two editions of
4 tbese lectures and broadc'n.stul them in India and
'__abroad. The scheme and the plan formulated in |
' these lectures were wormly approved by many notabie
- Indians, pre-eminent in the sphere of commerce,
industry and economics—by Sir R, N. Mukherjee,
_ Sir Dinshaw Wacha and others, as well as by stich
well.known foreign journals as *The Times” of
London and ‘Hibbert Journal’ of America; the
Jate Mr, C. R. Das, Mr. Kumar Krishna Dutt
and other eminent men interested themselves in
' the scheme of educational colony on co-operatwe
. basis proposed by Captain Petavel. It is now in
experimental stage and is being worked out at
Deoghur, The part played by Asutosh in this move«
ment is more important and entitles him to greo.ter
' glmv than are now generally realized, el

HIR ABUTOSH MOOKEBJ&‘.E-—-—A STUDY.

Closely . cmnu.t::d thh thlf: criticism based on_
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i f.canomtc unrest,” there is another, very plausible
b\;t still more erroncous, There is a class of critics
| who are wont to lose their mental equilibrim-——
. mho are greatly alarmed at the ever increasing
|  stream of educated young men, specially when there
| is little scope for most of them; they labour under
| theimpresion that we in Bengal have already enough,
. more than enough of our graduates and ander-
':,gmdudtes ~we have more of these young people  in
. our midst than is good for us, good for them, good for
" the body politic. But nothing is further from truth,
i . there is no greater and sadder illusion than to flatter
' oneself with this belief . the fact is that the propor-:
tion of the educated few with the teeming
& _'.qneducclted and illiterate masses is orﬂv negligible.
 Fortunately for us and the University, there
it 1s .4, glaring admission of no less an authority
' than Lord Lytton than whom Asutosh had
| no greater antagonist, no more exalted opponent —an
;ddmxsmon which is conclusive on this point and
‘must take the wind out of the sail of the self-suth-
glent critics, i know that so far from having too
 many educated men” declared His Lordship in the
course of a Comnvocation speech, ‘it (our country)
. has not enough it is idle to dream of building the
' maunhood of Bengal upon the foundation of wide.
! spt‘ead illiteracy.” |

.0 Many charges are brought against Aautosh of |
% lawermg the standard of examination, of cheapen-
 ing the degrees and of sacrificing the quality of
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 education for quantity. But unfor tunately, people
have vague, fantastic idea -or have no idea at all
when they speak gibly of lowering the standard of
examination An ideal examination i8 not one whieh
'_is extra stiff or difficult, which moreover, aims at the
minimum number of success among the examinees; an
ideal examination is that which is best suited to the
prevailing circumstances of the country and in which
proper regard is had to the academic conditions
and intellectual equipment of the young men. In
this connection we will refer to the significant words
‘of one who was the president of Lord Curzon's
famous Universities Commission and who had, in His
Lordship’s words, ‘unique familiarity” with British
University life. “Our critics” said Dr. Thomas Raleigh
in the course of his Convocation Address to the
Caleutta University, (when he was Vice.Chancellor)
“are too ready to assume that the acknowledged
defects of our system are peculiar to British
India... The standard of our degrees, is not perhaps,
s0 high as it onght to be., But when I examined in
the schools at ’xford it was my duty to pass, as |
did pass, a considerable number of gentlemen who
ought to display a great mobility in the field of lear
ing, because they travel with a minimum weight
of equipment,” Asregards the charges of cheapen-
ing the degrees aad upholding the quantity—though
not at the cost of quality—of education, Asutosh
. must plead guilty to a some extent, but not in the

way his eritics would have it. Asutosh, as we said,
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wesolved to scatter the blessings. of educatton and

| culture far and near and everywhere and he was
| anxious to brmg all sorts and conditions of men, rich

" .and poor, high or low, prince and peasant within the_

. ibeneficent influence of the University ;so he delibe r-
;;Lt‘,ely kept its door wide open; in the absence of any

forward poliey and nation.wide programme in

_4¢ngat1on adopted * by our rulers, t rather in the

Qreﬁence of fa rctrogresswc policy’ * and opposmun ol
i in the all-important question of educa tional advance-

. ment, Asutosh's was the only policy best calculated

"-tu bring the blessings of education to the largest
Jmmbers of hig countrymen., But hv no  stretch

of argument or imagination could he be charged

| ‘\{\{11:11 sacrificing the quality, at the altar of

-'qu«mmty, of  education, He did not, of course,

. make the examinations extra stiff; he even ‘passed’

_ ma;ﬂy-lt might be, too many —who could not have
passed in other men's regime. But how, by this
pﬂlmy or action of his. could he be said to have
sacrificed the quality of education ? Did he discoura-

e the quality’? Was he, by thought, word or ac -
tion, npposc.d to the best sort of education that
might be given to the young men? The head and
iwn.t of his offending was that he did not m:-.mt

——

LA petrogressive policy has hoenloliowed since Lord I)nif'erm 8
'-__'--_t,ﬁmi,., . The results on secondary and collegiate education were .
i :d&plarablu National eduoatmn not heing recognised by Govern-

'ment a8 an obligation...”! 8ir Sankaran Nair's Minnte of Dissent to
'-.th'a Glovernment of [ndia's Despateh to the hur:wt'm of State, date d
Wﬁh April, 1919 '
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with a vengeance, on this qudhty in all, in. the

thousands of the candidates that sat for the various

examination, and this, surely, is far from sacrificing
the quahty at the cost of quantity,

The criticisms levelled against the Pust-(n‘aduate-
. Departments are many and various ; it is, however,,
| nut possible for us to refer to most of them or to
refer, at any great length. The charges of prema-
ture developments, of ¢ thoughtless’ expansions and:
"'otextmvag'mc.e are common enough. Itis gravely

| mgued that the supreme need of the country--the
need of the hour —is the spread of primary education.
and the spread and improvement of secondary edu-
| cation 3 the developments ot the University in the
domain of higher study and research are premature

. and are a luxury. No one in his senses, will guestion,.
far less minimise, the need and importance of pri-
mary and secondary, education in India. But why
should Trniversity education, and higher studies and:
researches be a luxury on that score ? and if these arc
to wait for a millennium in primary and secondary
education —then their time will never come; let ns.
quote from Asutosh, “Some enthusiasts” he smd in.

i “mdy be inclined to urge on this occasion,
ot  the so-called paramount claims of adequate provi-
-___smns of universal primary (snd we might add, of
.?"secondarv) education, before any increase of expen-
diture on higher education and research. To them,

1 would only reply, if higher teaching has to wait for
admittedly  ncedful development until & falb

BIR ASU’I‘O‘%H MOOKERJEE-—-*A STUDY~
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i '-"-'satxsfactory scheme of general pr imary (and we might
| say, of secondary) education is established fhxough..'
\the length and breadth of the land, the day for these |
. higher developments will never come. The two, |
. demands stand on ultimately different planes, and
 history teaches very clearly that in all the great.
seats of culture and civilization, learning, speculation
and research of the highest type have developed and
 benefitted the world, independently of any general
 system of primary education. From the narrow
.point of view of material prosperity, active and.
“liberal promotion of learning and research is, at
Jeast, as important as arrangements under which
Luevery tiller of the soil and every mechanic may learn
| to'sign his name and read a newspaper. Even less
| am prepared to listen to the warning voices of
those who often, in the interests of secondary educa-
tions declare that no higher dvelopments in M. A..
| teaching will be profitable until secondary schools
have been placed on a perfect footing. Why ~to
« | mention a specially striking illustration —1s teaching
_of Indian History 1n our schools, more pdrtmularly in
| the earlier periods, so lamentably defective and
- barren—mainly because the so-called teachers of his- |
"".""tory never themselves have had any proper training
in the subject, no such training has anywhere bt.en: i
provided by the colleges and the Universities .

'The charge of (‘thoughtless expansion’ wgg :

| 'brought forward by no less a person than the ‘res-.
| ponsible’ Minister of Education ia the first ‘Reformed”
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ﬂCo,uncﬂ It 4 d:ﬁmlt to understa.nd what ﬁxa;:tly
the Minister meant..what exactly the charge really
amounted to . inscrutable are the ways of the
Power oa High as well as the powers that be. But
the expansmm of the functions of the University.
s0 far from being ‘thoughtless’, left nothing to be
hcmwht out ; the utter hollowness and absﬁrrlity'
wof the chargu is apparent to all who has the least
. -acquaintance with the life and working of the Um~
. versity since 1904 ; indeed nothing can be more
. welaborately thought or thrashed out; under the Act of
1904 which clearly referred to the ‘instructions of stu-
wdents’ and appointment of ‘University professors,
. Lectures’ etc., the new Regulations were framed after
. prolonged deliberations in 1906, In the latter half
.of sutosh’s first tenure of Vice Chancellorship, the
Government of India sanctioned and have been
__'_'m'aiutaining many Chairs ; then came the labours
and Report of Post-Graduate (lonsolidation C'o:ﬁ_-
mittee in 1916 ; the Report of this Committee
on which sat six Buropeans and three Indians
as well as the scheme framed thereunder were
. hlessed by two successive Governors of Bengal-—Lords
 ‘Carmaichael and Ronaldshay—and iwere minutely
7 ,»dehberatetl upon, and then sanctioned by the final
.a.nthonty—-—-the Government of India . and the out-
wome of all these and subject- matter of all these
were the expansions of the University which were
.characterized as ‘thoughtless’”. The distinguished
scholar and our late Governor, Lord Ronaldshay thus

b3]2'8. ASUTGSH MOOKERJEE-—-»& BTUDY
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spoke of these expansions and the scheme, L Bat
the greatest land mark in the history of the Univer-
ﬁi[ty in recent years, is undoubtedly the creation of
. ‘the Post- Graduate studies. As Rector of the Univer- |
%ity I gave the scheme my wholehear ted support,
becaube it seemed to me that it was calculated to
reStabhsh in Qaleutta under the auspices of the Un.i
vérsity, a real centre of learning and research...l had |
41 mind the famous Indian Universities of a pastage,
such, for instamce, as Nalanda, I had wvision of
a :tnodfn n Nalanda growing up in this the grmtest
and most popular city of the Indian Empire ..”

'l‘he charge of extravagance is a very plaumble
.one ; none the less it is difficult to make out what it
really means ;s the critics who bring this serious
«.hdrgc persudde themselves that the University has
heen suffered to expand its functions, to develop its
_activities on an extravagant scale, But nothing 1s
further from fact ; so far from living and thriving on
extravagant lines, it is as yet far from attaining its
mammum expansions ; ithas a great future and im-
mense possibilities ahead ; as Dr. C. Y. Raman said
in 1923 SHyen now, thL scheme of Post-Graduate
studles at Ld]cuttd has not reached its maximum
development Only a short time ago, it 'was
prommently i ported* in a leading Paper in lncha

\‘T'he following will speak also itself for 1—
- * A film university will shortly beo foundu:i in New York. [t w‘iil

he eonnected with the famouns Columbia University, of whieh Dr. .
Nwholas Murray Ratler is head. The  University had the firet
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B that a welllknown carpenter in New Vork has hHeen'
. _‘appointed to the newly created Chair of Internal
| Decoration in a famous American University. “If
the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge” (which
. bye the bye, enjoy fabulous incomes; said Asutoshin
- his ever memorable Convocation speech of 1923, “are
il __"{Ll',eem,ed' not to have done enough in the way of prow.
' wision for advanced teaching and research, would it
‘not be an error of the first order to assume that our
larrangements are sufficient to meet the rapidly
| growing needs of our community : ? If it is apprehen.
| ded ‘that without further provision, Oxford and:
i Cambridge are likely to find their position as centres
 of intellectual life seriously imperilled before long, i
. not there grave danger to our future progress as a
'ﬁa;tion, should our growth be atrophied at what is
but the commencement of our career ? ” But often.
the charge of extravagance is put forward on the
basis of the proportion of teachers to the number of
students in the Post-Graduate Departments ; heré
again the critics miss the mark ; it is, however easy
to trace the gencsm of this error of judgment; and

STR ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE—A STUDY.
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! sr:hool of prar'n(al ]ournahsm in Amunca, whcre the sludants
. actually produce a paper as part of their studies, The cinema
' '_'s;,e.hool will have a course lasting two years. It will only be open

" 10 those who have previously taken the first two years of a seienoe

_eourse. SR
A motion picture degree will be given to students who g aduat(-
They will be allowed to specialize in various departments, bud ‘the
course i¢ intended to cover the three great branches of the film world..
producing, selling and showing. - |
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;.?_-#Ear th::s, we have only to look to the state of thmg'»-
. prevailing in almost all the educational institutions ;
/here there is no special teaching, no special s_tud__y t_md.-
| the teachers have generally to take classes vari'n_lg' _
| from 40 to 150 students, and the result is that there e
| is seldom any intimate personal relationship, any
| proper and individual guidance and symapathetic
‘understanding between:the teachers and the taught,
| .and this is the bane of the present system of education_' )
A our country. As Dr. Sadler and his colleagues
. pointed out in their Report, “In the lack of personal
-_fg;-ﬁidance and of intimate contact between the
| teachers and the taught is the greatest defect of the
. present system.  No reform is more necessary than
' wone which will bring back a real intimacy of personal
_relationship between teacher and taught.” This
serious defect in our whole educational system
' Asutosh sought to remedy in the University; here the
 selaims of special study and research require special
~ teachers, who have specialized in their subjects ; and
. the whole object and scheme of higher study will be
| frastrated without the ‘personal guidance of the
| teachers without a close and ‘intimate contact?
. between the teachers and the taught, So Asutosh
: ha,d had to engage not only an efficient stuff but also a,
bl---qtﬁff suflicient in numerical strength to give the
. individual students and research scholars the neces-
s,@ry ‘personal g uidance’ and to establish ‘a real m-
. timacy of personal relationships’ between themselva& '
. uapd the students. And how far the University is
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'gnilty'of extravagant stuff may judged by the very'
lucid and straightforward Memorandum of the:
Presidency College submitted by Mr, James and his:
colleagues, in which they compained not of extrava~
gance, but of the inadequacy of the stuff empl()ved Vi
by the University in many departments, b

SIR _L&SU&‘@S‘H. MODKERJ EE~~A STUDY,

- Let us now turn to the other side of the shield
it is no little satisfaction to find that not only ¢ so-'
 many of the best and truest men of our people’ but'
 also of other independent countries, ‘are in full sym-
pathy with us’; and not only ‘the sister Universities,”
in, but also others beyond the boarders of, India, ‘are |
eager to imitate and emulate what have been ‘bold Ly
. initiated” here, Dr. Ganga Nath Jha, perhaps the
. greatest living orientalist in India said, in the course!:
_of his Convocation Address to the Allahabad Univer:
. sity, “The term Post-graduate need not lead any one |
to the hope or fear that we are going to reproduce
the conditions prevailing at Calcutta. That, [ am
sorry, tosay is beyond us. But I must confess that
wastitution (C, U.) will serve usasanideal, Itis
. mainly the Post-Graduate Department of the
. Caleutta University which, with all its defects, has'
~demonstrated, beyond doubt —that work of the high)
. est kind, can be carried on in India. I have had.
s  several occasions of judging the work that is being
done there in the domain of orieatal studies . sland o
am prepared to assert that most of the thesmes sub-
. mltted by researchers of the Caleutta Umw.rsl‘ty
'are supermr to many of thehe that have imanated
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from persons trained elsewhere.” < The Depart-
' ment of Post-Graduate teaching” declared Dr, Jha.
| on another occasion, “stands out prominently as the:
il momument of his deep scholarship and farsighted-
114 nass, cwith ‘all its defects, the said departnient’, A
during the few years of its existence, has produced
. a band of scholars whose enthusiasm and work' in.
the cause of research have shown - what even an.
Indian University can achieve. - ”
| UsToday” said Lord Lytton on a memorable:
. oceasion, “we ean think only of the great intellectual
. powers he placed at the service of the University, of
. the years of unremitting toil that he chearfully spent.
. in organizing and administering its higher branches-
. and of the renown, not only in India but in Europe'
 which he, thereby gained for Caleutta...” “He multi- '
. plied Chairs, and Lectures and and Publications’
wrote Dy, Sylvain Levi, so that while the other
| Universities of India vegetated, the University of
0 Caleutta saw  its | faculties flouvish, 1ts  students.
. gather together and the teachers of Indian,
W nationaiity installed in every department of instruc-
_' tion and India herself installed in the centre of
. programme of studies” “After all” said Sir Ewert
. Greaves, on the anniversary of his death, “the Post- :
Graduate department was the crown and glory of
. Sir Asutosh Mookerji’s work as an educationist, and,
-*1t % in this that his memory will chiefly live 1Inso
. saying, I am not merely expressing my own views
g -' hntthe considerded judgment of his colleagues on the:



_ .ImlverSIty Commission who cans1dered it an abiding
. glory that he had established for the first time i an’
. Indian University, a department for the development
"'-'.and encouragement of research in all branches of =
le:_i.rning »?  But perhaps the most remarkable tribute |
10 the orwanizin;_, genius and constructive statesman-
. ship of Asutosh as a builder and reformer in the realm
M of intellectual regenaration and of educational prosi
. gress of his country is this that distant Universities ' |
in foreign lands have began to follow his lead and
imitate his example, Let us again quote from Dl
. Raman who has seen most of the well- known Univer-
| sities of the world. $aid Dr. Raman, at a meeting of
the Council of Post-Graduate Teaching in Science,
|« “Afew days ago I came to know that foreign
| Umv ersities have not heen slow to imitate the
example set by the Calcutta University in this,
respect ; the University of Toronto in Canada has
-adopted an organization substantially similiar to.
that which now exists at Oalcutta for the Enconr. .
agement of Post-Graduate Studies. As you all kaow
Toronto has one of the largest and most important |
Universities of Uanada and it is no small compli-
' ment to the originality of Sir Asutosh, that other
~countries should follow the example set here.” |

BIR &SUTOSH MOOKERJEE#A BTUDY,

. Few people realize the magnitude and significance

of bis singular achievements and his solid labours in
the great nation-building, nation-lifting department
of education, in the domam of educational reform and !
.mtellectua,l progress . Long before the famous
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i ',-"-wﬂeclaratlon by the Br1t1sh (;rove mment in England of
5"’:; the aim of their policy tc wards India-—'he policy of
| making India a self-governing partuer in the British
 Commonwealth of Nations-long before the Ideal obi
3' a free, and selfsupporting India having an honoured A
‘;"place- in the comity of nations was accepted and
-_"-'__'.'.'_'Wm;]szed up to by all the politicians in India, Asutosh
. laboured for this consummation in the intellectual
_:'I_;_--.-':_':sphete; who knows, when it will please God that
| India will take her place among the free nations of
the world; but thanks to Asutosh’s statesmauship,
: hl% imagination and idealism, India has already been s
aceorded an honoured place in the cultural and
mLellecLual world, in the republic of Letters and
| Seience.
' The goal of British policy is the establishment |
. of self-government ' in India; a free self-contained,
. selfsupporting and self-governing India is today the
. accepted ideal of all political parties and national
' wotkers and leaders; and Asutosh did much to hasten
d'lld herald this glorious day by making India,
makiﬂg Bengal, self-contained, self-respecting and
* self- governing, to some extent—in the matter of the
~ highest educational institution, where facilities exist
_for highest studies and researches, and where high-
__:":'-:cspmtellentual works are carried on. A free and
~ selfgoverning India can not, with propriety, always
 depend upon foreign lands and foreign Universities,
for the education and training of her best and
:jgf.i.'_-ablest intellect; she must herself—within her own

7
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:'=gboarders—-—g1ve th:s educat:on ancl trammg and’
'ﬁevelop the: best intellect and equip the ablest
youths with necessary knowledge and culture
These facilities, this training and education are given
'by the Calcutta University, thanks to asutgsh @l

A *cun:,tructlve statesmanship and patriotic activities.

‘Nor are the immediate consequences of the great
impetus given by him to the nation-wide movement
for enlightenment and progress, less striking. Imme.
diately after his accession to power in our academic
life, a'll_s-ections of the community, boys and children
- of all’ stations of life, even from the lowest strata of
- society flocked to the schools and colleges and were
brought under the enlivening influence of the Univer-
. sity; the rural classes, eternally following their nnces~

tral avocations, left the beaten tract and sent their
children to schools and some of them to the Lolleges
And the pursuit of this course of action by all ¢classes.
of the population is fraught with great and moment:
ous consequences, It has disturbed the plclcld
contentment of millions, and signs are visible around
of stirrings of a new life, the clash of new ideals and
conflicts of new ideas with many, old and worn out
ones; this mnew spirit and the new influence  of
 education and progress—infused by Asutosh-—have
penetrated into the inner depths of our social and
~ domestic life and has not left untouched, even the
A -faii" sex, “The adoption of academic ambition”
_ eloquently says the Umversﬂ:y Commission in their
-Repc)rt ¢ even by a smdll portion of the Lultlw.tmg
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classes is an event of great moment in the soual’ ik

| history of Bengal ; it may be the herald of a social
i ":i'\evblu'ti(,>n.”' This ‘ social revolution * may be a far
" off reality ~beyond the range of the practical. But s
| there is no denying the fact that the great movement |
for enlightenment and progress—which Asutosh =
!struggled all his life to further and help forward |

. lifrom his place in the University —has come to stay
and has taken deep roots in the soil. '

' "Apart from the intrinsic and historic value of the

| actual reforms and expansions and innovations that
" he carried out, Asutosh’s labours and his works in ||
. the University have another and a very momentous
| aspect which is often overlooked. In all his activi-
. ties and his achievements, in all his strivings and
_f '_Séfcriﬁces,.if there is any thing that stands out more
prominently than others it is his fidelity to the lofty

' ‘ddeal, his constancy to high principles, that have
‘been  accepted by advanced spirits and have

. been governing academic life and thought all the.
sworld over.  Before the Indian Universities Act
“came into force, its author-—the brilliant pro-consul,

. Lord Curzon—thus conceived the highest Ideal for
‘the University . ‘...It (the Ideal University) ought

' to be a place where all knowledge is taught by the
"""'best teachers to all who seek to acquire it, where

Call knowledge so taught is turned to good purpose. .

_ _'and its boundaries are receiving constant expansion,
. If 1 may borrow a metaphor from politics, there
|48 no scientific frontier to the domain of knowledge
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| ",,.where the governing body of the Umverqrty
'\ shall be guided by expert advice and teachers
Wﬂl have real influence upon teaching. where the
. courses of study shall be framed for the development
‘not of the facile automatum but of the thoughtful
‘mind..,” But it is one thing to preach a lofty ideah» |
'sm and another, to practise it . it is one thing, o
. eonceive, and wax eloquent ov el, a high Ideal and '
| quite a different thing to work up to it And
‘Asutosh upon whom devolved the gigantic task |
‘of reforming and revolutionizing the life and
working of the University under the _new_' Act,
it 'Loncelved the highest Ideal and never swerved
. from, but followed in storm and stress, the path
1, chalked out, in its light. ‘It is the duty of the Um-,
) versxty ” he observed in 1922, “to gather from the
| persistent past,where there are no dead, and embody
Lol writhin, its walls the learning of the world in living
___éxponents of scholarship who shall maintain_-'ji{q
Letters, and Science and Arts, the standards Hof
Truth and Beauty and canons of criticism and
taste. It is further incumbent upon the Unwermty
to enlarge the boundaries of human learning and
. give powerful aid to the ' advancement of lcammg
i by the development of creative capacity, A
. University so designed to the service of the nation
can not be restricted to a narrow or chosen teaching.
. To my mind the University is a great
storehouse of learning, a great laboratory for tram-
ing as well of men of thought as of men of action,

i SIR ASUTOSH MOOKERJER-~A STUDY.
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i A It has been our ambltiou to bring the University

i | in mttmate touch with the Nation, because of the
Sﬁp1 eme part it must play in national consciousness™,

"As he conceived and worked up to this lofty

_Iﬂeai ‘he stood up ‘four square’ and fought sternly |\
'-and resolutely for the high principles at once essen-
Eml and sacred to all true progress and greatness in

| ac&demlc life and thought. And never was he gredten i
i flévu did he soar to loftier planes than, when in the

most critical hour in the history of academic freedom

. and development in our country, he stood “unresery-

'-éd]y by the dcctrine that if education be our policy as

i -'a nation, let it not be our politics, that freedoem is its

_-life-bmcd the condition of its growth and the secret
of its success,” Happily, no matter however stoutly
---,he might have been opposed, no matter however
desperately he might have fought for this noble ldeal
. and these high principles, he was in excellent com-
(AR pdny the Ideal and the principles he upheld are
| acceptc.d by the thought leaders, all over the world.
Si't J. C. Bose also spoke feelingly in this strain, up-
ho]dmg, the high Ideal, in his recent Address to the

' _.Convocatlon of ) Nagpur University, *“The hag,hemt

Hinction of a University is the advancement of fron.

& _I‘Eiers of knowledge for the common benefit of humzn-
' '._Ij'*lty W “The University” said Lord Haldane (in a

s:f‘rakmg Address) than whom there is no higher

_"'ahthorlty in matters educational, ‘‘is a place of

:research where the new and necessary knowledge is
g 1e developed It is a place of training where



the-exp’oﬂénts' of that knowledge—~men who seek
authority based on it—are to be matured and
| receive their spiritual baptism....Freedom and
' Development are the breath of its mnostrils and
it cam recognise no authority except that
which rests on the right of Truth to command
obedience...’ | |

946 gIR ASUTORH MOOKERJEE—A STUDY.

As we have already said, Asutosh’s works and
achievements in the domain of educational advance-
ment may be viewed from different standpoints ; his
‘throwing open of the flood-gates of Knowledge

~and Culture, his ividening of the doors of his.
falma mater’ has an important bearing on the
. present:and future history of his country. It is
the unique privilege of the Universities in  the
advanced countries of the world to supply not
only the advanced spirits but also the standard
bearers in the cause of Progress and Truth in
every sphere of human activities and thought ; but
in India, the Universities ‘made in the doll factut*y' '
of the bureancracy’, were wont to move in the
‘narrow and sterile grooves ; it was reserved for
Asutosh, (to use Tagore’'s inimitable words again)
not only to have * heroically fought lagainst heavy
. odds for winning freedom for our education’ but
. also to have performed ‘the miracle of introducing
" a living heart into the steel framework’; and thus
our University, under the leadership and inspira-
tion of Ashutosh ~living or dead--has heen
making up the lee-way in the intellectual and
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-'weﬁl,ti;iral_-.race started all over the world by foreign
. Universities, And it is the ever increasing streams of
 youngmen trained or turned out by the University
' who are working, and accelerating the march of the
| ‘movements of progress and freedom in every direc-
‘tion ; it is from the ranks of these youngmen, call
them  whatever you will, it 1s from these that the
torch-bearers of political freedom or social emancipa-
t}on ox the many ministering angels of suffering |
hﬁmdmty have come forward and will come forward
in the days and years to come ; at the psychological
momentb in the country’s history, in hours of
qorut trials and tribulations, it is these young
“men who have rallied round the banner of Surendra
' Nath, of Gandhi, of Chittaranjan and Profulla
Chdl’ld!‘d and have courted untold hardships and
prxvahona it is again these young men with an
cxuber.-_mce of energy and an abundance of idealism,
Wha can-—as has been recently pointed by the greats
est 11vmg master :in Bengale¢ fiction—lay down, AV
i ___;rgpcl have dctually laid down their lives for the sake
fﬁ"f an idea, on the altar of the Ideal.

This liberation from the fetters of ignorance and
supemtltlon this elevation to bhigher planes of cal-
ture and idealism, this awakening of the nation’s
yeuthful manhood into a new life and thought for
W,hlch Asutosh wotked-—as few individuals have

done in India—have a world-significance.  Today
etbe world is tottering, stumbling and bleeding under
kb _.{:’_I_létriot-wheels of its masters—groaning under
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. the iron heels of its elders . today world-youth -
is awake and active and anxious to wrest from th e |
faltering hands of its elders the reins. there is a
world.wide  youth-movement,  youth-assertion,
' youth-awakening, As Dr. Brojendra Nath Seal said,.
. the other day), in a prophetic strain, ‘the cult of the
world is the cult of the youth. . youth is ‘the
saviour of the world’ Not only in the West
- and America, but also in Russia and Turkey, i
. Bgypt and Persia, in China and Japan, the youth is
‘awake and out to wrest from the enfeebled grasp
of the old, the banner of Progress and Truth, Shall |
. India, shall Bengal lag behind in this awakening uf"
- youths of the world——India, which, before the very
. dawn of civilizations and birth of history, hailed
| "‘holy light ! offspring of heaven, eternal, coeternal?. | ?
/Asutosh said, ‘No’, and an emphatic ‘no’ it was.
From his place at the helm of affairs at his Univer-
sity, he laboured and struggled and toiled for the-
awakening and uplift of the youth- spirit in India,
for a cultural and intellectual regeneration of his.
| country’s youthful manhood and thus it was | his
. proud privilege as a reformer in the realm of
| education to have worked, in his own country for
. the youth-movement of the world and thus to have
elevated, enlivened and enriched his country 8 vouth.
thh the spirit of the world-youth. '




| CHAPTER IX.

The Powerful Publlc Ma.n

_ -';-Hm unigue poqttlon in public llfL Iis activities in the lrmslaturof
) _..._.,a;nd brief career in the old Imperial Legislative Council—He was &
skﬂlful parlmmmmnan but no typieal politician, his shrewd, suspi~
01011 of an ‘unenlightened ’ democracy-—His strong views on the
' platm, the rights and functions of the University.in the body politic
|| ==He uniformly upheld the grand democratic doctrine of Napolean
. »p=-Hig emphatic views on the guestion of students and politics—The
conﬂwt of his opinions, his policy and his actions with those of
(s Mahatma (andhi and Deshabandhu Das, the call of the leaders of
i -_f the Non-co-operation Movement to boycott educational 1nnt11,ut1011~.-
| Jin'touch with the Government, the students’ response and Asutoslvs
bpld stand in Bengal—The two standpoints and policies, an LSfAmutP
'j"f:'}; ‘of their respective CONSBAUENCEs, gheir, practical worth and momi'
exullences

. “The most powerful public character in Indm 3
i Asutosh was naturally among the most predomi-~
_gant and pre-eminent public men of his country; but. '
this pre-eminence stands on a different footing from.
that of any one of his (:ompatrmts ; for unlike them,
| Asutosh worked for and won his unique position in
.puhh(. life—in & sphere other than politics which,
s wﬂfortuuatcly absorb almost all our activities and
,_I__.a.-{ﬁnergws and attract most of our able and active
. men, No doubt as a prominent public man he shone
“as much in the Senate as on the floor of the Legis-
latwe Couneil; hence in his enriy days, the fame of the
 politician in Council Chamber was equa] to the:
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. ascendancy of the educationist, and though his ele-
 vation to the Beunch put an end to the activities of
the public man in the political sphere, Asutosh’s
.« varied interests and unparalleled versatility, his
- momentous labours and singular achievements in
the domain of educational expansions and intellec-
tual regeneration, reacted wuwpon, and influenced,
. every department of our public life. As Lord Lytton
: '_éIOth.ént'll.y sajd, ¢Sir Asutosh Mookerjee was the
most striking and representative Bengali of his time.
The versatility of intellect and variety of his interests
| were 80 great that there is scarcely any department
Jsof the public life of this province which has not heen |
. left the poorer by his death.”

SIR ASUTOSH MOOKRRIBE—A STUDY.

LTt s dlmost 4 truism to say that it was not his)

Jabours in the sphere of politics—but in the realm of
educational expansion and progress—that really
established Asutosh as the ‘most powerful public
«character in India’; in his mature active life, he was

. never in the political arena but was, for a brief period,
in #he legiglature; as the representative of the
Caleutta University in the Bengal Legislative Council,

| Asutosh very quickly made his presence felt. When
the Caleutta Municipal Bill—the notorious Mackenzie

. Act—was on the legislative anvil, he took a prominent
‘part in criticising the reactionary Bill and voicing
public opinion against it. His contribution to the
debate on the floor of the House impressed the Govern-
‘ment considerably and he was, as we have already
‘seen, nominated to the newly constituted Corporation
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 wof Calcutta and remained a Commissioner thereof
for years. On his election to the Imperial Legislative
~ Council, as Bengal Council's representative, his
p‘OWers of expression and of criticism, the clarity
. of his judgment and the breadth of his outlook, his
" keen discernment of good features in an ostensively
bad measure, his forensic eloquence and his superb
| debating faculties made him a formidable opponent
'_'f__-of.'f-t-he Treasury Benches and a powerful factor to be
: :_"-r-eekoned with ; his activities in the Legislature, not
g o ‘speak of his association with the Corpotation,
| marked him out asa rising politician, a prominent
. public man, a keen debator, an incisive speaker, a
courageous leader and a faithful champion of the
. public opinion.
0 And the Imperial Legislative Council of those
«days was not exactly like its present, or even its
immediate successor. Today, under the Govern-
‘ment of India Act of 1919, Indian Legislative
,&'&se'mbly 15 a decided improveément, out of all recog-
_nition, wupon the old Council, in the strength of
-elective and non-official element and in the matter
‘of composition, and of constitution. The old Council
 before the Morley-Minto Act, was worse than a
 ‘gilded sham’, with its official block, convened as it
was from time to time, to register the decrees of an
‘unrepresentative alien Executive and invest them
with the mockery of a legislative sanction.
' Any one who has no acquaintance with the
 dreary proceedings of our legislature of the period,

p

ot 50
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will have littleidea as to what the task and position.
the few patriotic Indian public men were therein.
But now two decades have rolled by; another
generation has sprung up ; looking back from the
high pedestal of our present day conditions one
cannot but be filled with admiration at the
manly stand, the tenacious fight and the heroic
spirit of our lonely representatives surrounded by
the official phlanax in the Council Chamber
where our destinies were sought to be moulded.
Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh, the greatest ludian jurist,
a most brilliant speaker and a towering, striking
personality, could readily be imagined to have
floored his big official colleagues in the Council as
easily as a giant does a pigmy. It can alse be
imagined that Mr. Gokhale ~than whom few greater
politicians and debators have arisen in our midst
and who had devoted all his life to the politics
and public affairs of his country—should often
outshine the official luminaries. But, for Asutosh,.
a newcomer as he was to the Imperial Couneil,
to have dealt with the Universities Bill in the
manner he did, laying it bare in its defects, its
far.reaching effects and its possibilities was really
worthy of a wveteran parliamentarian,

SIR ASUTOSH MOOKERJER—A STUDY.

As we have had occasions to refer to, Asutosh
grasped the fundamentals and potentialities of the-
meastire more ably than any other Indian member;
and he was able to visualize the future course of
progress and the future field of expansion of his
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falma mater’, It was only for a very brief period

that he was in the Imperial Council, the Univer.

- sities Bill was calculated to radically change the
«character and constitution, ideal and function of

the Universities; and it was most far.reaching in
its effects, as it was meant to regulate and control,
mould and restrict higher education; so it drove
the country into a vortex of intense agitation.
But Asutosh’s able handling of this controversial
measure, his mastery of the facts of his case, his
firm grip of the principles involved and of the

‘interests at stake, his sense of the actualities of

the present as well as of the potentialities of the
future, entitle him to a equal share of credit and
glory with his great colleague—the late Mr. Gokhale,
but his elevation to the Bench rung the curtain

-on the career of the rising politician and

legrislator,

‘He could, as we have said, lay bare a compli-

cated piece of legislation and subject an intricate |

problem, or a subtle and ingenious scheme, to the
search light of his enlightened criticism ; he could
as easily see through a controversial measure; he

«ould elucidate and explain a farreaching and

complex administrative proposal or dwell, or enlarge,
upon larger questions of policy and prineciples, ina
very lucid manner; he was always able to deliver a
crushing invective against, or pass severe strictures
upon, a person; through his criticism of a retrograde

measure was telling and impressive, to a degree,
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none-the.less could he discriminate between the-
good and bad elements of a mainly abjectionable
scheme or Bill, he would use his great forensic
and dialectical skill and his compelling eloguence,
as easily in support of his own proposition as in
condemning and demolishing that of his opponents,
a great lawyer and shrewd judge of men aud
things as he was, he always had a firm grasp
of the basic principles and fundamentals underlying
an important Bill or a difficult question of public
interest; lastly, he would always be, on the look out
for, as he had always had his eyes fixed upon, the:
opportunity-—-—the opportunity of defence and of
attack. of work and action, of learning and thinking;
he would seize it and turn it good account
as soon as it would preseut itself; he would
seldom let a favourable chance slip through his

SIR ASUTOSH MOOKERJEE-A STUDY.

fingers.

Like a shrewd navigator, it was his wont
to watch the weather and examine the atmosphere,
before embarking on his voyage; and like an expe-
rienced general that he was, who had beenin the
thick of the fight many a time and had won his
wars first in his brain, then in the field, he would
gather up his forces, calculate his strength, take
hold of every strategic point and wait for the
opportune moment to give his formidable adversary
the expected battle; sometimes it so happened that
no quarter was given, and flank movements,
frontal attacks as well as blows at the most
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.wvulnerable points, were equally good ; these qua-
lities of rare parliamentary leadership he poss.
essed, and used to the full when necessity

arose, in the course of his lifelong activities in the
University. _
. For all his eloguence and activities in the
Legislature he was not, by nature and tempera.
ment, a politici-an in the mnarrower and in the
. present day acceptation of the term ; he never
‘dabbled in politics - except once or twice in hig
student days ; nor was he, by any means, a hero
of a hundred platfroms; the fact was he never took
.any prominent part in any political agitation.
Whatever his views and opinions might have been
‘on the burning questions of the day, on the broader
political issues, on the more paramount policies
and the abiding principles underlying the actions.
and mission of the rulers of the land, whatever
might have been his actual feelings on the

various situations that cropped up and developed
from time to time, he was precluded, by his official
position, to make them public, so we will leave
him where he was; and it is best not to identify
him exclusively with any particular party or pro-
gramme ; but it can be said and said without fear of -
contradiction that his heart was always with the
nation, if not his head; he felt as keenly as the
most ardent and emotional patriot, and even con-
demned emphatically, the humiliating conditions, the
Q-L_tmusphere of unnatural inferiority— that ‘This
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«countrymen smarted under; his seusitive soul, his

56 STR ASUTOSH M-OOKERJEE—---A».'STU'BY.

majestic nature, his independent spirit-his whole':
personality ~rebelled at the manner in which some of
the vital needs, some of the supreme interests of ‘his:
country —as for instance, proper facilities and enconr-:
agements of higher studies and researches and the

«educational progress in general--were ministered to

by the rulers of our land, the custodians of
public fund, as he aptly termed them. But it maj;_:.
be conceded—it is even clear—~he had a deep respect
for established order of things, for established
and enduring institutions such as the University;

‘one may go further and say he cared a good deal

for the much talked of, much abused, much
misunderstood things -~ Law and order ; he had,,
indeed not a little regard for law and order, in the

true sense of the words; but not so much, perhaps, for

the so-called laws which constitute the glorified
decrees of an irresponsible executive, placed on the_'_
Statute Book in the teeth of popular oppositio.n;“
which, moreover, are the negation of all sacred laws '
and violate the fundamental principles of equity and

fairness, justice and liberty;-—-he was too great a

jurist, too learned a legislator, too eminent a citizen

to bave any great and real regard for these ‘lawless
laws.’ But the fact remains, he left politics severely
alone, he had a shrewd suspicion of the undeveloped .
democracy —a democracy, without adequate educa- .
tion and culture, without a due sense of responsibi-
lity; and he meant to combat the evils, the



