


1  m m  i l f t t i  V/;/* tta fe J l I g i f i  |  m m

;
; A . M B S  O U T  B A M

I ■  M  w  Hi | $ M i if 1 1 p  1 It |  i
, '■ ; :u:u ■; . : , A' ' ■Û ' :--

v i ' :

P  /\ 111 » A  ‘ j ' i , lute •&8 &V5 Vf u «,■ - ft $ ’ 4 , <. o < . •■' ■■ ■ a. aV. ■' *  ' ...-•»gP" \  ,

I  l f $ i  <0 .'• sfel i  H *V. . hlF&J'* r v‘
i » L « l i  H w  W f l H H R  m m  l m f

,mmiM mi;} v  . ; « *v':EW Aiuoffii ■ # ' ? , ,  ■ !
" F • • ' |

' ' ■ ' . • - :, .. ■ ! • ■>.!,.” t«-1 * * , ,, * l
‘AJ''' * P̂‘ M ' f  j

■ v , • .  _ « ;  « |
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brinks' will readily understand. But ilMiealth and press of 
official' and liferary work interfered to prevent 'gross ; and 
eveituaily Sir John Kaye died without carrying out Msbftr
tendon. When in Paris during the winter of 1877-78. the

■■ oblbhfvh . , . t: r,
qhesiibn was referred to me. whether I would assume tms

• unfulfilled responsibility. Engaged at the time in the com­
pletion of an official report .connected with a mission' to the:
French island of .Reunion, from which I had but just returned* 
the prospect of .continued employment was agreeable to me, m 
Thought recently, out, of State harness, I had not been so 
«hafe|i by the yoke of Fixed Occupation as to seek to throw 

* it off altogether: nor was I ambitious of a Leisure for winch 
I did not possess the conventional qualifications.

In undertaking, then, more than two- years ago, to write:
. .the biography of one whose name is. a household word, not. 

only in ^England and British India, but throughout the 
civilised world, l perhaps laid myself open to a charge of 
imprudence, if not actual presumption. Bub the subject

. . ’- - . . .



^f > uti i is ̂  a/
Out ram’s family. 1 was aware from the very first that m y 
materials would be abundant j mud a glance at th .-•ae material?, 
when coming into lay possession, convinced me that- they 
had been arranged in the most careful and - methodical, 
manner: but.; could not at the outset liave.artkdpatod Haw 
much ..! should have become indebted to any individual 
helper for the. suggestions,, paragraphs, and illustrative details 
<4. which I have availed myself freely in the course of the 
work- Had the biography been confined to certain chapters, 
such as those on the Mutiny campaign, I  must have .associated- 
the name of my -assistant 'with my own, as that of a distinct. 
collahovciteur. . tlhhpblb-Hyyhh

Aiy own personal knowledge of B.ir -James Outram- was 
but- slight. J. was a-, fellow-passenger with hfm for a short 
voyage m 1849 : and -some three years later was privileged 
to meet him at a dinner in Bombay, when, to the best of 
my recollection, there, were no other guests. But I  hud 
naturally hoard and learnt much -. t, his character .and career, 
and had had especially good opportunities of studying and 
appreciating a section of his work ; for it, fell to my lot to 
investigate the claims of the. - Ex-Amirs of -Haidarabad,
Khairpur, and Mi-pur—both ,aa a Deputy, working under the 
Collector of Shikarpur, end as Assistan t Commissioner for the, ' 
settlement of alienations of land and revenue in the Province
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of Bind, ' A long residence in those parts, and •subsequent 
political; employment; in Baluchi-can, W t«tern .Afghanistan, 
and J/ersia, hate, moreover, given me some practical training 
in,a field by no means the least important of those in which 
Oahraci passed some of the host years of his life.

I t  is like stabbing on the threshold of platitudes, to my 
that a published biography should have an object' beyond 
the indulgence of family wishes, or compliance with friendly 
opinion. .And far explain that object to be the instruction of 
the reader, or,"more gerierall jy the ■ wi ter being of \ he human 
species, may be to repeat a mere truism. But *ve may 
assert., in less hackneyed and equally relevant phraseology, 
that.' t:ko lives of illustrious men are comparatively useless 
recordi? to after generations, 'unless'they contain plain, lessons 
which those who run may read: and the one fadt which 
e would Be apparent in all- -namely,: that no successful, care or 
is without its episodes of crosses and failures—-may convey £ 
trite moral, but is.an ever fresh, wholesome, and pra.ct.ical text

■ ' f'P;.' y'"/' ' ' ' V ..
of LVUTiloriS.

M ary hundreds, it may be thousands, of those to,whom 
the name of Sir James Oatrant has become familiar, irrespec­
tive of tlie multitude who contemplate his bust in Westmiu- 

. stef Aobey, or sit under Ids. statue on the Thames Embank­
ment , picture to thernselves the successful soldier-sl atesman, 
who has risen to eminence by the usual routine,of conquering 
arms and •well-applied diplomacy. Among them many will.

. have heard that he had had differences with his Oovernmnit, 
and differences with individuals; and that, b is professional 
labours led him, more than once, n o t ' only . within the 
treacherous precincts of paper controversy, but to submit
official appeals and protests against treatment which he 1 im

■



A Aw!H. ir* rst ' hr tvhiiu(s i )i < iml? viihri! .•m.'hi'' i-, in r.wpect. • :
m m  of severed friendships and mistaken in. ffcivee,, \vho can say M i l

how much good service to the State has been impaired by'' i
t he .misapplication of State power towards an enih'd^i^timliy 

' loyal "servant ? The great lesson t6 |>C learnt hbire. is not, 
however, to be restricted in its;meaning to.young men ■whose, t 
conduct is moulded bn illustrious exemplars! I t  is tvvhfMd : .
one for those .in high places*, if they ; will aceept it ; the'other 
for aspirants, 'who will, be sure to search it out* For .' the ;
former, if put in to ' conventional' shape, it  would rpad much 

AiiiMlM.- ■ 'alter the-^nanner of one or-more'of the. following proposi-'• ■
i-hli

* Do not refuse (o your ofiScial- agenfca.thpi' consideration 
which you. are eve;" ready to abeord your friends, even when 

■'lili'Cy are no • lottger /ftdfiilmg;..'the.''Vpartiettiar duty for which 
you think them qualified. Do not assume that fitness for • j

i chhoh. strange and rough, work implies necessarily'.the abseo.ee.of ,■ !
refined sentiment, or. is incompatible with a, .keen, sensitive-.

L -" : ness. If it bo the proper - task of diploi^btists to humour j
the -weaknesses of those with whom they have to do..,and- !

■ generally to gather advantage fiikri akaem koge-of ■■human * - J
character—-ho  is it the 'duty .of - 'Statesmen high in office, to . , 
study the dispositions of their confidential, agents, and 
studiously avoid wounding them in tender points. The 
willing horse should never. be allowed to got out of con­
dition, or to have any real cause of complaint against his !
employers. . If a servant of the State Inis earned hi« r e w a r d * j0 M i t:S|Sk;t lllill l|#f: ■ i1111 l|||^ |||g:?|:c . lilt



■ urapbed, and his triumph completes
life in its fitness for die study of A:.' ;v 
a less strong matt than 'fie might 
iumst&neea. should this be ? 
i  A hat mm old familiar Tr ut h will be 

■ ■ I  discerned '••between,.the. lines of: the Biography now stioi.ru.t- 
ted to the reader,, It.is that* independently of work which 

.. churns end oft eh obtains the recognition of the State, there 
is something also, to be done which brings its own reward 

■ , 1 from the eoneeiougne^ that it belongs to a higher cause than 
'"■h 'y that of Governments; something which, if only part fulfil, h

I  ment of the great duty of man lo his neighbour, is to inn 
man kenAdinirahlein its very imperfection. OutramA friends 
and conlernporavies have not been slow to appreciate in his

• character an overflowing: benevolence void of ad cant or
v . g - S S  ■Ccd'Af';, -rU-W nuuS ;‘ :■: '’c v;:.-

pretcnsioinj«!i
•• But lei us glance for a moment on the more practical 

uses of a mind like Ms upon the questions of the present- 
day. Does he not help us hi any way to interpret the 

i Afghan pu&sle which English, statesmen and soldiers are
now seeking to understand ; and which is. afo-f all, perhaps, 
as l ikely t.o be t .,-solved by Chance or Circumstance, as by any 
fixed dines of policy ? We%av not this in. any dispiragement 
oi'au .honyy, nor to lay a charge of unwisdom at the doo* of 

. any of-nir rulers, Have not the last forty years’ experience
of.-the Afghan people taught m  that Our.rara’s first recorded 
estimate of them was a right one h and that the rules he.

' laid down, for our guidance in ,1899 a re , in 1180, ecjumly •
• " ' AvVA. A.: •: /" • . . .  ; cAA./E Ah,A- A,;- ■'. ” ^

Applicable to our dealings with, ihe.-'C xailoh" intriguers/

,A.:/AAA:,AeAA- AA-bb:.'; •• , 1 A h ' '*y ■ V-g;y:;■ -:■ ; ■-. ■ . ,-.y ■ • y
'AAabhcŷ .̂:h;:;vyvyy-bhr>tv-'’,A1:A;A.-'ut'o .y-.-y■•••Ay.;':yVt'Ky;'A,Afv';AAA,':-A' "AA- ‘y; '• "!cA"/.-w ■•• p'-" a A l A ’Wb-lA1' •
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formed ion t he information contained in ths-Mlowinu; Mg&ii 
^MM|Ugh uv cannot but feel that, had oar 'work 'been eonfbi^y/ 

to' one phase .only of a busy life, .very- much more 'might 
.with propriety have been quoted to enlighten the reader.

He admitted the impolicyy.cf any rafcerfereitce on our 
part * with die internal affairs of the .Iliads, or generally of: •

;' ;■' Afghanistan/ Oh this: subject he th u s ;wrote from Baghdad 
in May 1857, to the late Lord Lyveden ;—•‘.Nothing, is more - 
to be deprecated, in my opinion, than the most distant 
attempt: on our part to side with this or that efu^tam, much 
less to foster a policy for inoorporati ug the whole of' that 
Country under one .rule or ruler. Any .such scheme, however 
cautiously pursued, week!, involve' us in inextricable, diffi­
culties, .and be followed, with one only result-—failure --ass 
regards any-s< did ad vantage'which' .our. .Indian .Empire would 

• ■ reap, therefrom. The Unit i< uoi comb for British inter-
i ... ' vent ion to effect any good among the .Afghans themselves ;

and'the cmwolidaiion of an Afghan em turn, under present 
eis'oumstan^os, and in vieio of tite geognvphiqty pw/tioa of 
that eo'Wwtrm might be attended with serious inconveBicnce,... . . .  '.V 0  ' ■■■;■.■. "■;' ■ . ■ . . , '
as well to our north-west frontier as to our political rela­
tions with .Russia arid Persia.’ The fra lips; are not in the 
original, but emphasise expressions to be homo in mind by 
those who consider -hem in 1880. F wrcu-ld solicit attention 

.. to the faot that - neither in, the above quotation, nor .m'-.pny.
■other of the writer** recorded- opinions!,' is', there'anything " 

p | j  : n.w tike an assertion that British, interference could never be 
judiciously exercised in Afghanistan ■; nor that .a -consolidated- 
Empire w**s a. sine quit non for the better government-.of 
three -substajitially separate States as Herat, Kabul, and 
Kandahar,



' "J 11 '"1‘ ' ' ,l-' " ' ' ■
■ , 1 ' might have formed on the ‘ Scientific X.

K1 \v \ . , ■:. i . . . ■

K re^iftsibilftife^iloitg the Smiman range ■
do not believe that Sir James (hitram, d

R : ' ■ v ' ': . living to give his counsel, p odd—with his '

I Afghans and their Persian, neighbours, am
, 1 fhieneea bearing upon both --have;' advised , . . . . . j 

oiir position in Kandahar.
cV• t i ' • 1 ' 1 , ( - , ; s ; ■. . f

independently of peldies, Outran)
<Si enlighten the world on the geography <

Bahiohista.n than has. been hitherto pi- ‘gc'l

I' i ,.' From Itemian to Sonmiarii is a long stv
-parts'".of' which, he was the first Eiigiisli 

•fo fain track by which ho hit the Ke

Bamkta-e-the diversions made to atf 
between .Kabul and Kwatt-a-d lie 

i,;. ■■•■ Pomagers, by which Baila was re
these may need something rv >re of ; 
than has oeen vet accorded by bool 
accuracy may be wanting in actuit 

; the informal fon. imparted has been ■ 
f  . should not the gi ver of it be recogrv
! ■ With regar-,I to the Spelling of .

. . .  cipie which t. have adopted is fbih 
Dr. Hunters system: laliicitniii

i ' ;i



• .,'f th e ' Indian Government, a t the present
ag but a radical ehimg'e of would B  •
'A u l i ^ t r ’ h j r  * C ^ 'v ’i i J ^ r e / o r  ‘ l ^ i k h s i a i i ' fo r1 V s % /0 * \

, rule, then, there lias been little or no 
le spelling of proper names by -i >ut tma 
•,ries. : If? in one instance—f no diary in . ’ ' *'* '', ’ :

at.ment has'been ••©kcdptkmah it h he-*
■■■ :''; , , -  f ■

■ -•:with the narrative as to form Uimotf 1 ■
:>ay be told ^ w ^ i c r l e f e s i © i v -'.;

■ ' 1 '  . ’ ■ | t r , ‘ .-; -V,;, 1 .1^  ' ’.

ukl have saved the apparent inoon- 
. This would have been, in my

',■ '* , / >' ' , . V ‘k ,( ’ 1 ' iu 1,0" » ,  ̂, h ij M 1 1 >\ J jlOJT'd | 5b „< 1 1 ' d .
ept and it would not" have'• secured ; ** •
■)ted letters and papers illustrate n■ . . . . . . . -  V 1 '*■. . ■ . . ■■:••'. ■ :;w,0
b varied as it ts Tm.systematic.
.nv sincere acknowledgeent s to the 
ave aided the preparation of these-t X „!■' j j•.-i .:' , • v. V ]‘l .i; V,.?' ’ * •'
'undent family record# and eorre- 
.50 unreservedly by Sir Francis 
pers of great public interest and 
buttons of Sir .Handle Frere, Sir : ‘
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5 all.) Oolrnrp Fumiiy—Mr. Ontmro. of Ih ftorliyv Hall - 1% Jaoaa J t  : ,51
«'( Mon no, and Afts. Outrara—■ {'kolofy by ftEi&s G&1 hbrizif* rfitit*t?ij„tr .yriuicfi•■•
Oufernm Ouuvuu i hi.s boyhood ancl'oclucalioiir-ltecoiyt 4an Indian'

: ■ Wrein -James Owfcmm, tbo • wvibjeet of liny ■ biography, was 
J  v b J  . bora .at Butterley Hail, Ihvrbyshire, on. January 29, 1803, 

hi.yfr.mily had long been rerideid h  yhav the neighbour 
ing counties. The . race from \fibeh h e ' sprang was ap­
parently. one of .honest; yeomen or small landowners md 
I-! - meres, iittl y -known beyond the liiTii te of t-lierr own pari dies, .-'■
with, ncov ami then a. ••epre&>mtativr In the Church, But I
iHKii.st.ingrrj:lnrd in history as the. family may hare been, if ij
happen.? tin t the. y>i.dier-stah<-ymia.n is not the first member 
of u wh >'.c lvmniTia have- been honoured by a rosriug-nfree 
lii "VI e id-minster Ah bey. In Boot's Corner may be oi-served 
-a- mdhnment reodrdixig the. peaceful virtues of William 
tlutram, D.LV.,1 Archdeacon pi Leicester, and Ifrobendan . f 
Westminsteib who, though a Court,chaplain | |l the -evil days 
of diaries II., win acknowledged to be, as Pepys describe?, 
biiii, 4 one >1 the ablest and best of the conforuusts, eminent 
for his piety and charity, and no excellent preacher.’ He 
was moreover a sound and learned Protestant: divine as his 
wort- 41)e' Sacrinciis,’ on the expiatory and vicarious sacrifice 

.. .of Christ, which .still holds a place among standard works 
y.-V y- of divinity, best testifies,

1 JBiô 'afhivai Evcydiyadk, abridge from Bio'firdphia Sri>. nnica,
■ "1 « 2 ; /‘y,t



Hia floti, boro in l 764, was so
after Berijanun Franklin, a fVrtv'd of his father's. He 
did no discredit to the sponsorship of. -that emineu •'

A ,f| A O |  SS r ( A  j  wjW 1 (lAy h  , l* V - I  t It. 1 i, r  1,  ̂ k  ̂ { ,  I I 1 ' l  j I / J 1 D") 1 f  H i / 11 * / 4 j  ifw i rV>V *5? " l

philosopher and politician, and as - a. young 'civil■ eiigliieei', '.". 
gave .evidence 'of talent and energy which raised him to 
distinction in a very few years. Of special prdms^ouai 
■achievements . attributed to him there is no very; dipt iw'i 
record ■,. but his n an e  is associated with that- of more tblirt 
one of the .heralds of railway construction whose voice;.

1 Thf second of his uiunemte family, Ed i mttd, ear fed ftv  hiwmdf in th«j 
Olittrch..' a  high'imputation for h a? ling owl ■worth, lie  ... became J>J,V, Public 
Orator :io< tunbridgr, Prcborrt; ry of .Lichfield,- A ndtdea.eon 6f-Derby, Chancellor 
of the Licbtifil ! Diocese,-aud holder of more than one mlrrtarttinl orefermout.

. Nn rued l):y (fhaucery i!0'guRiidi.M c>f hia elder•bx’ntlwr’s orphans with Mr,.Sgtjiou e 
, of .Movmio, he ever proved himself a >dad and generous friend to'Ids' bereaved 

ejRfco.f- in-law and her family, tint?I • his death in at the hhmphratiyely
early age, of fifty-five. The third eon, Joseph- also a civil engineer, -wan for some 

f iime associated -with Mr, BenjaminOutram in tho management of Ll1.: Bivtcrky 
'Works, but migrated totjEio r nighbourhood of Glasgow, 'where hid ropjresetttatives 

' remain still. His youngoist daughter, now Lady Dens,' first roamed,, as Ms second 
-rife, a kinsman of whom we must record a few words. Sir '.BenjanltH Fonseca 
Outre,m, C li. fnsi^ctor of Hospitals and Fleets, saw mti'ch sharp, service »float 
.in the medical department o f the navy, from .1794 till j.8*/d, from nirhiVh time UH

. (he end of the v,ar he sfrved pi-iiicinally ou board ih '1 Roy;,i yach ,s. He .1 
tc refute the mis-sta foments, in Thiers' llh fo ty  regarding one of. the' actions m 
•which he took part, via,, the .remarkable exploit of the S u p e rb " (Oaptbin 

. Keats), when - she destroyed two Spanish tiuum-d echora, the 4 C iafe  ’ and
4 jicrmengildo, adid.eapt.ure4 a French. seye.dy-four,..tbO 4 8t. Antoine*-during 
the nigftt ol July 12, 1801. His presence of mind in extinguishing-a fire at



" water attic by' r o n i J i  JbUa
energy, am i' wive$s& in the .introduction of such lines, not-

'-c'VCvThf '■ C by"; C;'!:, 7.,; yVpC ■ • ’ 7;- C; ■ :,v';7 ,•" • : y : ; ■ .- .. , ... 7
wMhatanding much prejwiico and opposition, not, only in 
the..neig]>bbufhoou of Derby, bid. abo in tire Forest.of Dean, 
in Wales, and elsewhere, app-w to have .suggested the 
generally received idea that the word 4 tram ’ had its origin . ; *
from the. second syllable of his name. .That such a notion 
.prevail, and7' tha t even so high an authority as •■■Mr*' Smiled 
cjutv.-rtained rue; recorded it in the first edition of ids 4 Life7- ■; y.. [Ihi \y..0;:, Si:V:7:: ' l : 77,7 7'' .;■ 1.7:0error 7 V ; . ; ,■'..'■ ,-■■■■ ■ V 0 V S:. ’

... of Creorge Stephenson’ though lie- subsequently found the 
word to be of much older application, is strong presumptive 
proof of Mr.. Outram’s great reputation on the practical side 
of the profession.1■ r  • ' ■, ■ ■ ■ -. y  . 1 1 0 y. f

But the under taking .which latterly ■. monopolised hi- 
■'. energies was the foundation and organisation of the Rutiodey 

Ironworks in Derbyshire. About thre'O years before - heir 
establishment he had become, purchaser of the BoUcrley 
Hall estate, jointly wit 11 Francis BeresfOrd, Esq., and here it 
was that he fixed his reside nee, forming, in association with 
Messrs. John tV right,rof .Notiihgham, and William Jossop, 
the civil engineer, the company which, having acquired 
Cod nor Parle, an adjacent property rich in coal, iron, and 
other minerals, carried on business until his death a si4 .Ben­
jamin Outrnm & Cm’ and .after that, under the now well- 

<■ known designation; of * T b  Buttc-.rloy Company.’ lb s  career
was, however, cut abort when apparently .on the verge of
the door of the jhngjta’ttfe is said to have eared the f Superb ’ tVo.n •ibariip? the 
fate of her Uimvn-up antagonists.

1 See notes by George Stephenson, in ref n ce {0 .the * Spa;. son Bni' ways/
Sn'tifO.Vf! Life of Gtorye Sitepfienson, p 59 ; and Wood5 r. I ’rajiical Treatfoi on 
R a ti maps ( 18(iS).



HUCoeste, Bhom'ly before Ins luma-inge hi 1800, he wiHrdre^ 
almost eniiy|ly fromytfoe praetice of ‘Ills than

;■■',y ■■■■ yielding Tina from 2J)p0k.to TTOOT per aiinwiny in order : tp - ; /;:pe;-' 
devote himself without hindrance folds, ironworks. Endowed 
with gen ins, judgment-, anil a 'spirit of - enttnyrise potent in. 
(weroroing every difhculfy, it 'was considered -by them able, 

i j endn to form an opinion that, had life been spared to him lie woiiKi.
iia.ye become a, miHio^iire. It- way otherwise - ordained : lie 

, ■ died in l &0V he ving kirelv attained middle age, and at a 
or ideal time of -the'; work he ..had .'taken in hand; a work
in which mom than half his capital - and the hall’ share ofx m 4 m m \m w m  *̂ î   ̂ 14 *, h ? ,pfii\ i1  ̂ 1 c * 1 11 1 ti h ^ r i’liiif,j>(̂ 1 $tm) <
Buttorley Ihdl had been 'sank—and only "just beginning to
ffifi ke a return. The result of 11is death was-a cotapiol.e wreck

| | |  ^ h ' n'h* fo -> 1 |1 H ,, j *[{ |gjj /M'' -J ^ f S }!, pi 1 i Vfjyi
of ids fortunes, and both anxiety nod- poyirty in hit- family.

_ .■ • . 1 ’ 'X  . v

He is described as a tall hue -forking man, very determined 
and ihgfo-ypmfed, acutely sensitive of honour,'with a hasty 

T -and impetuous but generous temper, and a restless: energy
which could ill brook either stupidity or opposition*-.elmraek
terisncs of disposition inheritod by both hi« r»on.-i. :

. Fortunately for the nr event luographv, the influence of
•;■/' . - I r  ' O ' ;  *• 1 *■ 1  ‘

■the mother upon the son is one generally 'acknowledged 2 soev.-'Ov v y .  a : _ • ■ * v & y ■ . & v '
that ■ i t  i.- now 1 s much to the purpose today before the reader 

' some account, oi Mrs. Benjamin O il tram as of her husband 
and. his - family. Her 'father, James: Anderson, Lit,!),, was 

uhatnastionxd.-ly a man of an ability’ abet Mental, power' far 
. heyo.ud.tlh' averaged 1 Hawing added the study of chemistry 

and other sciences to the thorough agricultural training he 
had received at Heriiiiston, near Edinburgh, h e  became dis­
tinguished as an experimental, agriculturist and weighty 

m u  how For many years he conducted. a periodical called . 
the ‘ Jfoc,5 roihu.*kabfo for the practical tone of its content':, 
he hijiiself'.writing .much in its pages as elsewhere on agn- 
culture, and especially gardening. At the instance of Lord

1 C'h.iPib ;r t  -Kit-!/'. (■>l--oe.iiu : *iDi\ S'iHvv&r-;.'



pendentiy eniTitui out. A ship vvas placedat bis disposal^ 
but. bo received no remuneration heyono thanks fo? Lh use- 
fill labours> We are fold that he was too proud to ash, or 
10 explain the cost to himself, and the value of tht time 

..expended under his by no means affluent eirciuuslattC.dS/; . -
and . those were not days' when governments volunteered 
mibstantmi tewarcis te r . services Arms inppi^ntaliy given. 
Intim ate with most' t>! the litirory lue'n of ns dev in fc5 .otlrnd, ■ 
ho corresponded with man 1 '*clnbrf ties abroad, find among 
others,, Hcorge vla.sinngton. j out uy s o m m is t  u<r ice m© - 
valuable series of letters which ho possessed from thin, great 

- .man'-disappeared a t his death and were lost fo his .family, . .
Ho Tnarripd the heir* ,s of Mo unit' in Aberdeenshire, arid Ms 
eldest son consequently assumed the maternal name of 
Melon,' .honoured in Scottish annals.,

Dr. Anderson's only daughter who survived childhood, 
Margaret., was born in 1 hSO. The loss of her mother when 
she. was -only '.six. or seven years old and the preoccupation.
.of her father in literary and other pursuits. explain the reason 
that she received' hut a poor education. Dr, Anderson had a

? ■ 5 Ot*0 :ot. -By. Anilersou’s •.gr.* ndaOn *■ was tho gallant QolottftL Aluxaudal?
Baton, at tbe. 78th TJotjimiiui. wlio. 'ewniiiisniled the; detachment which fcejjt 
down "$o. heroically on the thick -vf tho *̂ irK^iheadv’ His nephew, Admiral . 
llyiftrleraori, Was tnie N olsou'Vt of olhtiers, said to li;ivc rrreived 1 he, s:< n • 
ntitnh^f;ttf. Yfffinds fits his illustrious chief. Of Ilia Kor ; who watifc.. to.. Influx, 
niie,.!MajorHtniry A-ni’erson.-bf tUo Engineers, f-taml in-t-h'e nosery <-.•••• bfopwir's. .: 

anfi flio'l ffuia eXpo^urtB,-U Vie siugo of Ddy, One Jotter of General 
'W d i’/igton :s given in Appotirjix •?.



horror•• of iadi-e's* schools,, and the ctiitu iJum of ( modem >tf,
?jl:co'oif>Us!hmer»ts for;girls;• AYtd. he does mof seem to have ■■■.' . 
given { h-i,o.t uttohtion topiotddli'ig saniuUdng better in their „

/pfofe vvhteh might ' have-'been .expected from the judicious 
JitTfliig ■ nmols1 loade for his eight eons; The ppss^sipii. of 
■remjvrkable talents, however, soon enabled hi* iturgliW to 
• jrec-'-v.'i* lost ground^-’xhei^ brought mb> -cncm  with sociotja

. cocoijrd .sin h 'hum (» bfstamol.ion m ! trlihipi/ ;n

to Itfx, Benjamin Onfriup in. June 1.800, and in,. May 180,1

si.il>joet of our biography, in 1803 mMurguroh aftonvurdx Mrip 
Fiuxjohovou, in 1804; and Eliza, in 1801 Hot wedded 

■ life, passed at Butterley Hall, though brief, had been appa-
iUU‘ ■ ' ppy^one; ^but her.whf 'h :^ d  was

yet yielded fruity t 1, .■ balance sheet exhibited entries almost'1 
wliolly on the side h  debit and outlay ; amt to makematters 

p Worse,, trade. was. depressed/ The . casualty had been so ■ ..
Midden, that there had been no time or opportunity for the 

^arrange nierit of. his affairs; and Ins. estate was burdened 
"with a (b-'bt involving tnaless nuxioty on bis representative,

and unprofitable compromise. Mrs. Oukara faced her ■ 0.
cheerless prospects 'wd.h. ehamcteristic spirit and 1 indopond- . 
enofu Compelled to -accept, 200?. a year from relatives, she

E determined m make that allowance, -combined with the little 
slie could realise from the'wreck of her husband’s .personal

property, Borneo for her want?./ At first she. remained in ■
cv-em  m -' /■u---h.wAw; ■: A op c-yhy - ■ p -;i imp h  -An f/- .:. ,  ;

vw i* f 1, 1 A i *> ■ • Aw " 1 , * ,  , i ' 1 , (, * , v t, ; "f'JL!

" " • ■ A 1 h  d ."- '■ '. ■■ ' ' . :.. . ' / 'o i ■. \- c .A •" „■ ' / >  .' ■./■■■ ■ h . / -  . :"-■ / 'AA- O'A'P A ; A A n .



_ its lonely situation and \ w. haunt*,d., was
lief, at a :.cli(.::ap; rate, is of i tself a strong proof of courage.

_ Aka m an y  women wou’d care to reside under one and U>.e
same xoof. vri tb the ghost of a proprietor who kau cot his 
throat on th e ‘oremisee ! in 18 H) she removed to Aberdeen,

■“v j ^ o o d . a n d  of. stiocjerate cpst> aiul ‘ ;vo re- .
A'A e AvAAA' !■•■:•' ''■ ' ■. ' ’ •!/ ' . 1 ’ ■ ; g- 0 ' ■■ , - .V; ■ A : ; . ..'-'o

ceipt., at- this imi of a small annuity frox-h tmvermfcent' as
the daughter of Dr. James Anderson, obtamou on her own 
' personal. representation- of bet fatherA eminent per vie >33,

■ enSblcd her-to provide all the bt 11 or for the inaint-r.nivii.ee 
and 11 localion of her children. The story of her Visit, to 
herd Melville in London, which re tilted in the grant of two 
pension, is (Momently ciuractorudie. Tiffs is her own account 
of t ho intend (-a1, oiven tw e n ty  years after it.- occurrence;

d My .spirit rose,, and in place of Meanly • supplicating' his 
fa'vonr Jik« a {..wiper soliciting charity, X addressed him like 
£1, respovisible being-,, who had ;min:tsed the power placed in 

oAAyAA ' hamfs by employing mv fathers time end talents for the A :A.Ahr;.:V, 
o-ood'of the fjountry. and'to meet his own wishes - and ends, 
the.; leaving bun nnrlhy to suiter lo ses he could Hot sustain,

. A hut wi n d s  ids ! igh-toned mind would not stpop to ward off 
■by solicitations to those who had used- him so unjustly.. I 
then stated my own situation, ray dependence and involved 
affairs, ac.d concluded by saving that 1 could not brook da- - 
pondonee upon friend when 1. had olaifns on my counts y by 

■right of my father, adding, u to you, my lord, 1 look for the • 
payment: of these claims. If yon are.au honest or honourable 
man, you will see that they ary liquidated; \yov- wore the 
means of their being incurred* *uid you  ought to he answer- 
able ibr them. In making this application 1 feel that i. am

the nAghbomhood of IhitlMiy Hall, idupb Vihxksop,,



“ A .. IB V-Of.-t < . t .1,1., 1 1 U.Ij.1 ..iiliĵ  lllLIlto ■; -All .
th i s !  stoked and much more in aa.-stroTijsr .which
was so different from anything Joxdship OApeif-ed, or was 
used ro moot with, that Ut afterwards told me lie never. ' - ; ' 1 ‘l 1 , . (
'̂ *3 8n taken by snrafha or got -such a lecture in bis life,"

K w  i l l  m f m 1  p  m  \ I §§g \ f l |  §g | | : i l l  ■ |
; .Por Home years . she ..lived, in a small cottage la the out>- fy.

.'■ 'skirts of Aberdeen called 4lierryden.’ When her daughters . ...'■'■
■'■■ ff" ■ . grew older she mowed to an upper fhfc'in Castle Street, in ’

order that, tfepy best tuition available for thorn might be
i • 'A. ■ >s-l v , d y e  bee.: vd :A,WC A ; '

.wiMvin theii*. react;, x.ho shortH36mmg'is in 'her own training
;,> ■ y  '■'...' H H p e - . V  ■ 1 v.V.o';-,!a,..W: r0 Hy O p - ' ■ '■ ' ',■ ^  if 'i.'Hp'egOg

made her painfully anxious to .complete, so far as pMeticahle 
within. her ’enil'-u means, ?.h.c ef|hcation o' those for whom 
one Vv.is homof responsible. Possessing a hasty and some-
what imperious "temper-..dike fled, oi be," b'rd'ynd, laipattoat
of. misapprehension as of "opposition— she h a d ' nevertheless , 

d sken occasion of adverse fortune to prueh’se soiiAlenial, and 
accept withresignation a position of ctymparnfivd .poverty and

■ ’ seclusion. If, in her lighter soou.il moments, inborn- wit'and
vivacity led her at times to say things it feed‘been muter to 
have le f t  imsvud, o r.tonexact .more than was right, she'was 

;. V ' •'rtimh to aekuovUedge and. recall the- error; and..all. the more 
• earned! ly if a harsh, or injurious word had been spoken- of an

absent person. While she abhorred, it ivas her constant eus- 
o f torn to avoid d'ehi. and' dependence ;' and tier children 'were

brought'up to follow this ?n hitary example.
■ After the departure for India of her sons, the - Brandage 

of her eldest daughter in 1822: to Gearm; Sligo; Ksuw of 
‘Seacliff, ffadding’otsaire,-'and the fe.cnly felt loss of her ..

' youngest child, KJiztr, in 3.824,.. Mvs, Outran), indulged her'
: taste for I ravti, and wandered much in 'France, Swif&wlaiidj
• and Great Britain. , Her brilliant talents' and conversational''.

'A A 'G tC t

:v%A:--" ft' • ■■ ■■ t. vf Hv'.f.H. , ';,. i.f



,'ommnu f p r  ot shi-n-tnin^L ' and
and allow herself to bo onh'te, or remarkable from any ponu- 
Parity,: Sim was simply natural and in: accordance with her 

: • oge and poEHoiL To tin? last she .resisted the oft-repeated
solicitations of lair , son that she would indulge bets.dt in
mnimmuinye house and cundige. of'her own. Ever simple 

V ami abuf.emtoi.ii3 in her personal tastes, energetic, indua rams, E i;E ' 
nn i tintmrnr.mllod ,hy Gwliionablo innovation^ she mw ha 
reason for oissatdl ,e! ion with her neat /end comfort-ibi- suite 
of three rooms in a good. Edinburgh house, with her maid as 

■ her ' estublishmcnld'aiid her dug as her 4 companion,^ Her 
itm iatii cd constitution was exceptional,, and- nutdl she 
:became a little'- lame a few. years before her death, h  ah i 
never interfered with her p t o y ;a little .congenial ,excite­
ment proving the best restorative from passing ailments.
She wrote iugiEve pieces of clever' poetry, but never came 
forward as an authoress. One of the  points m which she 

1 proved herself an exception to .most feminine character?; was 
panel uality. She boasted, and it is believed with accuracy, 
that she had never of her own fault kept, a person waiting , 
five minutes in her life. With a strict and high sense of 

. .-honour, she abhorred meawoes* and appreciated excellence 
Eh E in am7 walk of life. Like her son, she possessed in a sing aim .

degree the power of attracting strangers of worth, and'of re­
tain hi e- their regard ever afterwards. X* ew of the numerous 

E E visitors who were daily to be met in her drawing-room-but



' writing Ha most iri^acl: >!‘ oy, unose lTputo-
ti vD has been long .since recogfuis^d hi fie; world of letters as 

'■■ ■■"; y *n lJ|i: Eiorb private sphere of social -virtues andaccompli dm m
inci »ls>. ..vet apblpigy indeed- will be teqiiired-for quoting from a

ii.oi intimate founds, knoydrig' -that her income'.'was 
i. ■ ii- iail» ixOtij made iroquent. offers of a ten stance, ioit oil xii lain,

: Her independent Scottish spirit recoiled from morning an .. 
obligation, and she struggled s access fully on through every b ymtbb

: -va;tiow. '. ■■'- O r i : /h’iEpa^^^-^T.^h-
E ', ... 1 iututre to be the mother of a hero, and those among lion friends 1 ebb' 

■vv] j t* knew the gal huh and eti valrous sou, might see that he had 
inherited his noble and generous sentiments.) bis .bright talents, 
lbs inflexible integrity, and his indomitable euonw from a 
parent of the old Scottish stomp, ,'wlio has. since her ".recent 
decease left few equals behind her.. Even after the age of 
•eighty, Mrs. Out ram’s conversation' continued to he so original,

' so .sprightly, so. full of .wisdom and excel'once. that 'every day' 
there gathered around her a circle, . . . With (he meat cordial'.'
.kindness there was an intellectual dignity, in her manner 
that commanded respect. M rsfdutram occasionally received 

y •••?•• he; friends in the. evening, and on her eighty-second birthday 
she had about .twenty ladies at tea, to each of whom she 
presented a beautiful shawl of her ' own work,* . , Lord
.Baihnusie, while Goveniov--(.iene,raj its Indi a, fully -appreciated' 
the noble character of -Sir James ()utram,: and bn his lord- 
ship s return, he became so part nil to the society of the hero’s

e, 1844, mifoxlthiulely, -'tra. Oatrn'm’e litfvrj l*>xe« were burned at 
BryiKm, mid in tli.-iu all «or ac«'iimuintod fHtnily relics, cirrospondenffe, and 
tni«ceUa»'jooa0 papers



'
fir At id-dt file'll be to Mrs. Outran.,' . . . Sli£ haw a pec-uliav 

' talent for h Horsy writing the most graphics description-..of
*  1 . passing scenes and of daily events, with a sparkle of vivacity

and a g^w of kiruMesB never to be imitatod. As years 
' J&fo adv;, need J ic r  Gvk l)ecni o' more thoughtful, and she read fo r  . 

hours at a, time with those large bright eyes which served her 
for above cigl.ry-fchree years without becoming d rn. Many 
a sorrowing friend and relative must daily miss the eorufol 

• sympathy, the sound advice, and the abounding anecdote-- 
of gaiety, and gravity, of one so endeared to a t oho. knew herd

•• Francis, the elder of Benjamin Out ram » two sous, r o  
;; coived Ms early training at- Christ’s .Hospital, After a long 

elementary course of seven years’ duration, from which, 
a gjv. ably to 1 he wi-hes of h i.5 - maternal uncle, classics had 
been carefull y excluded, he was sent to continue his studies 
at Aberdeen. Here Ids natural ability had fuller scope, and 
be soon found opportunity of gaining much lost- ground.

' At Marittchhi College, where he attended one session, he 
rnust. have, made a singularly favourable impression, for 
the opinion of him entertained by a contemporary junior 
student is now found recorded in the following terms - 
Mlo appeared to xny youthfiil imagination the hem  

' ideal of all that is elegant and refined ; but having been 
brought up in England, I think he did not take- kindly 
to Aberdeen.’ But his Scotch schooling war cut short 

f, . by the grant of an Indifth cadetship;;and ft ncriunatiori to 
Addiseombey obtained from Mr. Eljhiinstone- through the 
Duke of Gordon, opened a new7 field for the exercise of his 
powers.- At the East India Company’s Military College— 
now, like the great corporation whose authority it acknow­
ledged,. a tradition' of the past—his work was brilliant, and



B  long be h varm- dfotinquidfod scholar
vdiilo Ihpay Instead of the rum! 

place him at the I cab of lid fellow-- 
enter Chatham; an officer of Eitgine® i  . 
talent and attainments of .rare birder, 

rieer allusion will .hereafter be made. .

, the- nursery and school clays of a man 
k on the passing age s how ho mere of 
ire than there of an undmfingmshed 
ram of lining !unur.;i:'t;y> Nor is there 

any reason wiry any such distinction that alluded, to  
should be apparent in the two corfoibions. But, it is very 
pertain that while,' in .the latter cage, few read,ora would 
hr-found for the story of an 'ordinary mau> boyhood, it hi 
always a matter of general, interest to trace the rise.and. pro*

' press .of a1 mind which Iuib everoisod an ecKceptiouul and 
achnowlodged iiuluenc^ over oth er iimfos.' W d may there* • ' 
fore he excused for dwelling' somewhat lengthily:upohtJ'ameh 
Omromcs bey food, of width a fair account is rendered 
by chntmhpqmries from Ids twelfth year. He .-was. but a 
child of less than three years old when his .father died. and 
h i t  probably reached the age of eleven when sent to IJdnfcy 
School, near Aberdeen. It has been already stated that 

" a. Mrs, Out ran i remained in-kthe. neighbourhood. of her former
home at Butterley Hull for the-first years of her widowhood, . 
and removed - to Scotland in 1810. We find-it -was in-the 
autumn of 1814, when residing at. Herryden, that she ar­
ranged with Dr- Bisect, th e ' master, for admission . of her 
"second son to Udney. The-- boy is described-at that period ■>
as somewhat pale, but . quite healthy, and of prepossessing 

• countenance. He had his mother’s black glossy hair ; 4his 
dark'hazel, eye kept time, as it  were, with whatever "was 
going on. and marked hi? quick apprehension of, and syra- 
pathy faith, every scintillation ...of wit, drollery, or humour,7



K uol .lu nvi'i’ntig a knoivk-dgo of anil hematics *
be <:met KCUiTtco.'. ivs m  instance or Ins powers m 
tier' respect, it kc: stated that Mr. Forbes Irvine of 
an aemiipiisbad votary 0f literature and the fine arts,

.g .by .chaiice upon one of James Or tram’s original
strationb left on. the- diidngkroom table, whs great) y

; . -. k  w-n , ' . ; _ °  :
struck by the accuracy and ingenuity, as vu'tl as . the; draughts.
r-wiV v fi* I) d  displayed; and afterwards- made. '

b icy k halmcal hn| my as to 1 ho young mat heinatieiiudf * fresh do- 
enveue!-/'1 Uue «-■' Kin favourite occupations 'in play-hours,

1 when bad weather or other cause kept him from out-door 
sports, was carving figures with a h-aife out of such materials 
ns werd'inbre readily, available- j and ill the exercise of this 
bent he seems to have been both skilful and artistic. * The 
figure of an elephant 'eontinned for many years to adorn the 
lusmtoipioeu of file. Udocy drawing'-room, and never, failed - 
to be spoken of, by those who c ould appreciate- perfect truth- 
fulness of expression, as a chef-cVwuv-W- in its kind.’ But in 
out-door pursuits he -gave unixu-<ukable .-udeiiee of excep­
tional m ettle ; here he -was' m, 'Inmine the hardy soldier , the 
untiring traveller, and- tire bold ,sportsman -Whether at
football, 'shindy, bowls,' or cricket, he was eoualiy ardent,

' ' / speedily rose bathe front rank as a player, and before he was
fourteen, was the recognised leader of the school. When 

« parties were formed, those who bad Outrarn on their side
feh. pretty cure of victory.* Renowned, more.over, as a 

vk. w est let, he was as generous as valiant; and it. la related .of 
him that on one occasion, when a front tooth had been 
broken and hi,- mouth otherwise damaged in a contest with 
a schocht;Mow, he was most persistent, in exonerating his

s y k l t k y k k h - ; i :l - t̂c- ■ - o h





E wi.U uo'dHess prefer to have in the \ >
rcleiy 'Mrs. Sligo thus alludes to her

t o f studious, but equally the reverse 
•time .was. spent in active exercise,; 
ind every athletic sport, i l ls  great 

. s to associate1 with the'isoidie'r^'at'the-' ' • > '  ̂
barracks,'or the sailers at the docks—we, in the meantime, 
never knowing where our missing brother had gone., I recol­
lect cmx surprise one evening when, on returning from, our 
walk arid'^bmdng at the soldiers going through their exer­
cises, vve- saw our own little ‘Jemmy at. their head, as perfect, 
in all the nt;.no?u\ res as any among them. He was the delight 
of the regiment, but even still more, If possible, I i>e sailors'*
•pet. There was a mutiny among the latter-.. f can’t remember
the elate, but 1 think he: roust then have been about twelve 
or thirteen years of age. All Aberdeen was. nm uiy ; my 

v bn ■» her, of course, riot at. home. The sailors were drawn up 
in a dense body on the pirn. The magistrates went down to 
them, backed by the soldiers, whose mufei|ets were loaded; 
and they were held in readiness to fire on the xmu ineers, if 
necessary. Between the latter and their opponents, Jemmy 
Outran/ was to be seen, wit h his hands in his trouser-pockets, 
stumping -about from one side to the other, like a tiger in 
his fieu, protecting his Sailor friends from the threatening 
muskets; resolved to receive the fire first, if firing was to be.

* All ended peacefully,', however; much to the general 
.-■■ futisfaclion, and to our particular thankfulness, when we

■ were told how our brother had exposed himself. He had 
the courage and fortitude of a giant, with the body of a 
■pigmy (being very small for his age). I never remember 
his evincing the slightest, sign of bodily pain. When very 
young, we all crossed over to the other side of the Dee to 

• VOL, I, . ■ C



. he’d get tired at la s t , '*
, ' ■■ \  f o  ' ; ;

Mis talent for carving little figure,, particularly of annual*, 
is tVir.:- described by the same band:—»* He liked much to be 
at the menageries which occasionally visited the town, the 
better to represent the creatures they contained Th#e he 
carved out of any tin ng which, he could obtain as yielding to 
the penknife. Date-stones, fixed together by a cement- made 
from their own pulverised substance, be particularly liked tor. 
this purpose ; and in the attitudes of the- monkey -race he was 
especially successful, M r mot her thought that perhaps he 
would do welt as a- sculptor-, but having no friends - in that 
linef she did not make any endeavour to follow tip this view? 
An anecdote related by a friend of the family.,-illustrates in 
a remarkable maimer bis mechanical taste when a boy of 
thirteen or fourteen at Aberdeen. The lady referred to 
remembers her mother's astonishment on coming home one 
day after a short absence, and fueling the entire works of a 
large eight-day clock -which stood on the stairs, all laid out 
on the school-room table, as well as the locks of all the doors. 
Objects of this kind it  was the enquiring youth’s delight to 
rake to pieces, and restore to their respective places.

After about four years at ITrlney, James Outram was



^  removed to a school then imp-posed to be the bed in .Aber­
deen* k ep  by the Rev. Mr, ISssoiu ■ Here he distinguished 
himself rather by the exuberance'.of Ms boyish spirits titanI * f1 lb ŷfjp v tIi'(m s  ̂W *4̂1 V ̂  l*/ 1 f'’  ̂'■' ̂  *!?' I* ' fl ; j, yr 1, J'l * | , L ] 1  ̂  ̂  ̂ 1  ̂1 î j * A
close application to study, and; on one occasion a practical 
joke played upon the principal usher*;resulted in a severe 
castigation, the hoy’s manful endurance of which was 
worthy of a nobler .cause. His diary- -a record, by the way, 
kept, under school direction and supervision—contained ail 
entry of the occurrence in the following form, with date and
hour duly inserted. * From ----  till — ■— flogged by M r.----*
for making him an-April fool.’ At tire same time his pluck 
had occasionally a belter held for display; and we learn of
•one particular case in. point,, when he appeared at home with

! • - , ", . 1 ' 1 . ' ■
face so bruised and features so changed that he was hardly to 
be recognised by his relatives. On this occasion he- had upheld 
the week agaim-t the strong, and to the anxious- goes-

■
tioias put to him by his sister with a view to eliciting an 

■ ..-explanation of hi#, condition, he;was able to reply trium­
phantly? ( Kever miiidv Anna, Pve licked the biggest boy in.

: the school in such a manner that he’ll not ill-treat any of the • 
little boy;.'] again, I ’ll be bound.'' Courage 'Was one of his 
i.#m.y characteristics in early boyhood, A playmate much of 
his own age-—both being about thirteen—was walking .with 
him in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen, when they were" 
attacked by a large farm .mastiff. His comrade’s natural 

. , alarm was not in the least degree shared by-James Outram.
Without a moment’s hesitation, and without any kind of 
weapon, he faced the furious brute, ran at him, struck him 

g  'w ith hats and feet, and drove him off in. dismay, The 
narrator, m recalling this incident in after years, speaks of 
the strong impression which it made on him at the t ime, 
and expresses the belief that few boys or men would have 
undertaken such a feat!; and fewer still would have thought 
or said so little of it after it was over.

c 2



;yyh '■ His removal -to- Mr., - EssonY was really, however, -'an ...
important step on the' c&heational lafldedrj'' Jor it introduced 
him to Marisehal' College, where he aUended the second 
mathematical class, and Professor Copland’s.course of natural 
arid experimental philosophy, for the session 1818-19. The 
college reports represent him to be uniformly an attentive 
ami well-behaved student, .evincing good abilities and ah 
amiable disposition, and making satisfactory progress in hitr 

■ studies. . . ■:h .. b .;b 'b.
This higher-class education was, however, but a temporary 

1 , ■ >b measure. The year 1819 brought him an Indian cadetship.
Mrs. (lutraih bad applied to her cousin, Colonel Hender^ 

son, :i Peiiiiisula officer, foi assistance in getting her sou 
James into the army; but his reply was tin favourable. .Any 
px* fession was, he thought, preferable to ■ me in which there 
was nothing but pay to depend on; for, owing to the . 
seeming..certainty of peace, there could be no opportunity of 
advancement. Another cousin, brother to the lastmamech a 
captain (afterwards an admiral) in the navy, made answer 
much to the same effect when addressed in respect of his 

. own 'calling. The anxious lady then bethought' her of the 
Church, and had recourse to Archdeacon On tram, her 
husband’s younger brother, of .whom we have before spoken, 
and who had been a ‘kind friend to'her. He also represented 
the little likelihood of success in Ids own profession, even 
were the candidate’s habits more studious than reported.
Dr. Ouivam was, moreover, educating two -of his own sons to 
take holy orders. Still, lie consented to do what be could 

i in furtherance of his relative’s wishes ; and. the intention
might have been fulfilled had it not been tor objections 
raised by the boy himself, who, hearing of his mother’s 
action in the matter, lost no time in giving expression to 
his feelings in a quarter where there was a good' chance of 
meeting syrnpai hy. 4 They mean to make me a parson,’ be



tioi consider hhtHv'lf qua blind, having been ooiomuiiicuxed 
t o ; M rs.' Outitil^ehfe.- was' perplexed how further to pursue; 
the. quest for her son’s provision in life. It, so happened 
that Oapta.n Gordon, member for Aberdeenshire, caikd “upon 
’her m the midst of her troubles, and o him she detailed 
the eire.umstanc.es of the cast?. He readily came to the 
rescue,.ami:soon succeeded in obtaining for her the offer of a 
direct Indian cadetship. A still hotter oder, a nojhmation 
i<i Addiseoiube, forwarded about the same time by. the 3hike 
of Gordon, decided her to let the boy follow fhe profession 
of a soldier. He was allowed to . choose « starting-point— 
a direct :commission or college preparation, and the first 
presented the greater attraction to his young ambition.
< Frank/ he argued, referring to his eider brother. c wlwn 
only half the allotted time at Addhseombe, gained ail the 
highest’ prizes there, and got into the Engineers. if I 

. tefnaixi the whole-three years, I shall at the best come out 
. ' only as cadet for the. infantry. I t’s much better,, therefore,

that I should at once go out as a cadet; X choose Captain 
Goidouh appointment.’

Mrs. Outram thought he had done wisely ; for she did 
.'not. expect that he would have distinguished himself as his 
brother had done. And she was justified in the judgment 
which she had formed of her sons. Whatever might have 
boon the result :bf his military instruction, it would have 
been difficult,, within, the confined limits of Addiseombe, to 
measure the full value of James Outram, who had w part to 

■ play among people and. nations of the outer world.



'j: i ' 1 ' i -iv , r.'̂  '  ̂ 1̂  ”  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ .̂. . ■1 ' ‘

:•: 2-';•'>?: We have already shown''/t3b&t James Outram^ laste:^ wctg h y y
not of a kind to lead parent or guardian to choose for him 
one of the learned professions. I t  may further he affirmed 1 
that the bent of his mind was •. essentially thdnof a soldier, * . 
His yearning for things military ..did not confine itself to 
mimic troops martial toys, or those counitorfeit mst^ninettln 
and implements of war by which childhood is often attracted 
without more serious cause -than the love of display and -■
glitter. In  Ms case the young heart was touched, imagi­
nation was at work, and -arrested' development might have 
been attended with results as pernicious as the fob sudden 
check of certain physical complaints under mistaken medical 
treatment-. Instinctively drawn as he had been to the com­
panionship of soldiers and sailors, his boyish ambition was, 
moreover,:-; stirred -by sights calculated to endear that eom- 

, :pani6nship and graft it into the custom of his after-life.
In 18Id, he watched with eager eye the march of r. regi­
ment or- detachment, largely composed of mere boys ; and he ' 
sow some of these return, again in;a few months* if not weeks, 
in. the full glory of- Waterloo. That spectacle^ according to 
his own recollection, was the incident which fixed unalterably



onu^ :to its native ^  a®
tli?8 might easily make mdoliblv. imprestion on tire nvittd of 

. &n ordinary boy of twelve. On one of seosilhe a r 1 sym­
pathetic nature, and of generous and enthusiastic tempera- 
mend, the - impression would be ah efteetnal as indelible. 
We are not surprised.to learn that.in the present instance it 
Ritually determined the after-professional ciireer..

His school contests had been rathey in the cause of the 
weak and oppressed than from any desire oi persona! dis- 
■ Unction. At college,' however, he appears tb. have been 
soi:rnwhat more..strictly pugiuuudhs, For wo learn that ne 
vaa the. loader in many a " town and gown row, con­
sequently all but $ came to grief’' on several occasions. 
Once, it is said, a kind lady friend paid a considerable ii m 
imposed by the authorities, and sp prevented the report of 
delinquency from reaching the care of his mother, of whom 
he tjitopd in great awe, Idle- own. account of himself a that 
period, according to a confession volunteered .in later years, 

.. was ingenuous and. condemnatory.. And he would laughingly 
cap the reminiscence by affirming that he dared not yet 

: return to Aberdeen, because a reward of 61, hung over his
head, as the undetected leader in a disturbance which had 

, proved more than usually destructive to the windows of the
college and its neighbourhood.

•• , ; ' V? '  •

. ]Vfr«. Outiynn accompanied her son to London, whither 
he proceeded on receipt of his cadetship; for there were 
several forms and. ceremonies to be attended to in Leaden-



m & J i  *' • 4th ::jbaoii10i isi1,
giv:|i::ii, by the Army List of the year 'to  his • lieutenant'^ 
commission in tile 1st Grenadier N;itave Infantry.

Go arrival the • young officer -was, kindly received by his 
cousin, Dr. Ogiivie, Id whose house he remained while not 
required for duty, or until fairly posted to u regiment; Ilia  

■' ' ■*mpJf,os îon6 ou first joining his comrades' in arms are not to
be traced in the correspondeiiOe now oifcant. But.' we may 
conclude that he soon found attraction, in his. surroundings. 
;Hi,s shikar book affords positive evidence, that lie was not 
long in becoming initiated in hog-hun.ti.ng ; for it If there 
recorded that ..he. fleshed his maiden spear a t Gtoolyg'auuj

i0 '̂ ’a i '; ' )oW!1(? on-May 5: as did also the * Barosad with die Bombay 
Commamfcrdn-Chlm', Sir Clucks C’uXvilie, on board; and the ‘ jifftrquh of 
Hasiugw, in winch t |e  only cadet pass eager' was the. present (Jeiicral Sir 
Wiffiflin Wyilie, <3.0, B. The late G en-rA  Sfaifaa* was a fellow cadet and 
passenger of James Oat ram in the ‘ York.’



neasr'pinir, in Nornmher. He saw much: ‘.port with the 
Siror ami Ihina hunts during the. revieimder of the Pen.son, 
out at that tixae kept no regular diary or - memoranda of 

, 1 , hift 'exploits iti tile saddle, an later expeneneeled him  to do, :
The period to, which we refer was an eventful one for our 

Eastern Erapire. " The deposed' Pe^hwa had reached his 
appointed residence at Bithur—-a plm-e destined to attain, 
some forty years later, a crtie] celeprity m the annal- or 
British India-. The 4 reformedf Pinduris had been disposed 
of in two peaceable colonies, strictly according1 to the dictates 
of philanthropy and rules of civilisation, lire strong for­
tress- of Asirgar'h had " surrendered to a British general.

^  Quiet had been restored to Sawapt Wari and Ber&f j a»4 .
Bhnj, with its harharoti.-; .Rajah, had easily passed into the 

: Viands of our troops, • Metro, .much more, had been, done; but 
d iWO- refer to:the' latest aolde vemonts. only. The sdualioo in. ,y :: 

August 1818 had been wot1 explained by the Hoyerrior-G-f-nend 
himself iiiwms\vur to :m address of congratuiafion tram the 
inhnbium . i-f < Calcutta ; and a, popular chronicle of the day 

: ' sums up, with all semblance, of authority, subsequent events 
up to the middle of 1819, in (h ‘ following terms s —

i • .From tire mouths of tile Indus, north-east to the Sutiej,.
■ from the Sutlej soivdi-east to Civil,ragong, from thence to CUpe ■ ■

: p;i ■ .. .1 \ , * .. * . W. . ,
Corn or In and Ceylon, an area containing; thousands of miles, 
and emit -icing twenty-five degrees of latitude and twenty-
two degrees of longitude—-all is now at peace..-wo have no
pul the enemy to oppose. I t  is little more than twelve 
'mouths since we were threatened by a confederacy of the 
native powers Which had for its aim the renewal of every 

■ , sort of plunder and devastation,1 aud the reduction of British 
authority where -it had long been paramount. The- whole 
is now dissolved;. The turbulent spirits which broke forth, 

l-S'] ' boasting of their strength and power, have. shrunk into

22789



■ '' l i L ^  ^arid^c ^ e f f i  of
field oyhf-Wbv'

But peace in  India during thefe years of oonsdUdafcimi 
was uiihher coinplete-not permanent, A GovmmMmnerjlV, 
proclamation, like a royal massage, has no time or space ibr 

^ p ta i ls  ; and it would be. impolitic and inexpedient to d e p ^ t 
from, generalities Except as regards .matters better under­
stood by the masses than are Indian at Asiatic polities I f  
Mtfle or nothing was said of external relations: to the 

./if; Calcutta residents, .it was, perhaps, because they  din not 
interest themselves- greatly about them  and that they more 
immediately concerned Western .than;:. Eastern. 1 ndia.. Xot 
th a t all was quite satisfactory to the Indian foreign Office. 
Among other 4 outer barbarians5 who gave iron ole, the 
Joasmi pirates, in the • Persian Gulf- were conspicuous. An 
attem pt had been made to coerce them in 1809, b u t no stop 
was pu t to their misdoings ; they frightened v.he port oi: 
■Bu»shahr, threatened Basrah, and, moreover, pio udered ships 
and butchered crew s from -British India. Major-G-cnea'a! Sir 
William Kier Grant, who had just done, good service in • 
Sawant Wari and Bhuj, was sent in command of troops 
against them* These operations lasted from Oetobei 1819 
yid April i 820; h u t when the expedition returned to Bom- 
iyy. it was- fudged necessary to. leave a  detainm ent or small 
corns of ohiirvation in 'the island of Kishra.

» 'Historr of Europem Annual .Feather fw 1819.



n 'bfc was''first appftilted i > the
■tivo Infimtry, at anup-country 
i about three weeks after dkiem- 

ixoiu x-iaupe. ills departure for Satfua h  at 
.that Urn© recorded m the Gaxette; but he appears • actually 

• to iin-vp joined hi* battalion at Pima, marched with ii to
Stt?andr%  and returned jo  the Presidency by .Goto- 

, ■ ber I , In  Government .breneral Orders of .November 1 V ' 
:V;NN Tjhfe, name .is shown as : twenty-fifth in a long fist, of officers 
. ;{:■ rocemly arrived, and he is tjien posted to the 1st Ctrenadier 

hhitfye Infantry, his departure to join the; 2wi battalion of 
which regiment at Puna.1 is notified in the GaaeUcTts on 
.December s. Shortly afterwards he was transferred to the 
I'sf battalion of the 12ih Begiment/on its embodiment, at 
the same 'station., and he became its acting adjutant about 
the uCgiuumg' of drily 1.820, The choice Of so young' an 
ofiieerfor this post gives; good evidence of the estimation in 
which he was held by his seniors.

, On October 5, 18.20, he wrote to Ida mother from Puna, 
with reference'to .the regimental appointment.;—

‘ 1 have now acted upwards of three months, and expect 
. -i* act one.month:longer, as I  believe the adjutant■wy.il 1 not join 
till- that time, ■ ..ft is of no immediate '-advantage to me, other- 
wise to an i.uat it. teaches me my duty, but my having acted as 
adjutant four months will gi ve me strong claims lor that ap­
pointment when it becomes vacant. Though an adjutancy is 
thought by the generality of people to be a very arduous and 
responsible situation, yet it really is not much so, as it is a 
mere ro! atioii of the same duties monthly, and should a vacancy 

1 His owa notes say that be joined at Sirur.



' 'applying for the situation, as I would feel confident (without 
flattery to myself) tha t I  would.bd equal to the task, with a 
little application "and trouble on mv part,'* 1

This was the natural view of a true soldier* who, like.the '
poet, nascituT non fit j ami who, in his teens as in after

■ ■ _ - _

years, ignored .difficulty in every 'professional shape, But' 
the opinions were hardly sound, and the writer, Soon after 
expressing them, admitted that lie had misapprehended the 
full scope of .his work. The appointment had a deeper im~ . 
portance than he at first supposed. A young Indian officer, 
competent to excel, and laudably ambitions of excellence 
in the lift Ic rest ricted arena which lay open to him half a 
cen'tu r#\ ago, could scarcely find a better training-school than, 

adjutancy;of a native regiment,. Intimate ac.quaaut- 
. anee with sipakis, from the drill-ground to the commissioned' t  " 

ranks, and-with - European officers, especially commanding 
officers, both on par;wle and in quarters,, was one .of the'great 

••advantages', thus obtained,' by a: sure prootss to which, the 
mere: company captain or subaltern was a comparative'' 
•stranger* More than this, the special gain'to the intelligent--' 
novice-was t he experience of power aiid. self-disci plane, He 
attained Lhojcnowledga how to work under a commandant* 
whether smart and strict, or smart and easy; ignorant and 
testy, or ignorant and lax; in fine-,.whatever the type pre­
sented, good, bad, or indifferent. The tact was thus acquired
' f . ' ' ' (.'. ' _: . . .  f ;. . V .i; ' ;t’:' ' . ft •' yv .. ' 1 f ' ,t.' ' :/*• (ft.; -•■
of exercising delegated authority over equals, superiors, and 
inferiors in rank and position, in a manner calculated to ensure 
subordination, and efficiency* He was not, however, relieved 
of his acting appointment so soon as expected. 'Between:

• -six and -seven months after date of the -last quoted letter 
James Outram again addressed his mother. On this occa-

v 1 . . “  1 1 1 i 1 '  1 1 „ 1 i ^  1 ^

sion he wrote from Baroda, whither he had marched with his
t y y  t l l i l !  m i l  t ; ; t t t f

;’mmf i Ktr« * | !£- ; t j 1 m ( | | , ||| m
im ffT ff tm tm  t i l t  . ft - ygtt:t
11 t, p  \ t ’ | A m ■ P 1 8 tT’ty >Tf flip



B rnsel f explained, to forg<;tfu'inesk
■ do lately in the adjutancy/ and 
; difficult situation, to fill; than, be 
Thhshe expressed himself

. ., '. ' . f a .:///;'.■'/■ |  Ac,,
'•Maio, drifieultienwere thrown in my way,--which. I had

not. for.e.aeeii, Several officers who were rem o ld  from the
•':£*, corpus had 'charge ufa company each, till; of which were thrown

xvpor, , ay hatuH and I had to main? out the; papers of almost
all the compaiiie%'besides all the battalion ones. Almost all
adjutants have two writers, one which Government allows...a
serpvimt—and one which he keep.- at "his -own expense. Now

, I  Lave been, altogether, I  daresay, five months without one at
all) and haVp-never had idore than one a t any time. At first
a sergeant v as not procured (awit is a new corps) till •■•.n’t
seven months after 1 had begun to act. I had,, now and
then, a writer for a few days, but I daresay 1 was fire mouths
without one altogether; and when J got the sergeant If found
it ini mom a b u rl a than h help to me, as he had every tilling
to: learn. , . I have also been latterly acting quartermaster.
I  om to be relieved by the regular adjutant,-1 i appose, on
the-."1st of nest month (May)* as he has been relieved from
the cor]),- which he lias been.obliged to remain with fill this ■
time. I shall then .have done the duties of adjutant 'exactly
ten months.'

We doubt not that many Indian officers have been in like 
-■ ’ ensej and such as these would readily admit that the little

’•'.’This inarch is alluded to in a brief' entry for the.}■ oar 1820-21, made in 
bia sfpM/r .book;.—1 Had little-sport on the road, and nothing but coursing at 
Bar-pda,’ In the Bombay Gazette of November 22, 1820, it i?. hotod aa a 
isc-vemant ‘ how talcing- place; ’ but the corps ki not leave till February 10,
.1821, arriving at, its destination, vid Bombay, Surat, and Brooch, on March 20.
The 2nd Battalion war ordered at the same time to-.Kish); \ ia the Persian 
Gulf, ■ yyA "

'.

- V. ' . • \



R ica thus;thrust np$n them have
pore tlinn many booty, and in- - 
tuul routine of duty, and their 
dora, if ever, forgotten, 'Though 
I, and the adjutant of a native 
ime inducement-i nor th;e same.

chool he represents may stilt be 
vho profit by its teaching shahid 
abandon it  for a wider arid, more 
s a more practical virtue tlc.ro

a fall twelvemonth late)' than 
a a singular con trust between c *. 
need;in 1878-79, and- the slow 

hhe-writer had been sent, on 
hay, and would have left the 
rps in February, but tha t an 
'ter embarkation,, had compelled 
for a,-month.' On March 9, he. 
companions,' and"- after tossing

K about at sea for two days, disembarked'on the north ride of
the island of Bombay, proceeding thence by laniL He had 
been about s ir  weeks .on the road to Ahmadabad, a journey 
bow accomplished in, perhaps, twice' thafc-number of hours ; 
'and his corps, was moving'about' somewhere to. the north-east 

:7, of that station. .-^The-fuil.^dr, according to  Indian parlance, 
paka ) 'adjutancy had been conferred upon him on January 
Id , but absence from the regiment' bad -prevented .his 
receipt of any emoluments accruing from the appointment.

lie  is not explicit as to the sickness which had driven him 
to  - Bombay, b u t we gather, incidentally, that it was a fever 
which had prostrated many of the .residents a t Baroda after



the rain? of JSS'L His own allusions to it, are wit L reference} 
to the <train thereby efjused upon' bis scanty income. The

• regiment had been :ordered on field service to the. M.ahi 
■Kfinta, a province, in the east of Ctujrlt (arid the littoral of 
the river MaJhii)* of which wo shall have to say muck in  a 
stab?equent chapter: and .he had made preparation a to  
accompany it m  adjuvant. Of these preparations, thy'.•impor­
tan t items of tents and camels will give some support to the 
idea that they were on a large scale, when considered in  
respect of a.'.single subaltern.- Owing to '.the nature and 
severity1' of his attack, he had had to proceed suddenly from 
.Baroda to Cambay, and thence to take boat to Bombay, the 
cast of which unexpected journey had to be m et by the sale 
of hm camels at a disadvantage. The expenses of the return

• iou.vnev. and purchase of a horse at the Presidency bad con­
tributed to swell idle demands upon a not over-stocked purse, 
and he had found himself with no remedy but, much against 
■his will, to borrow money.

. As regards the 4 unfortunate . accident ’ above noted, and 
liardlv explained b< a statement t bat his enforced detention 
w as‘owing to the bum / we find' tolerably detailed aeeotmhs 
.among the family papers, i t  appears that the medical men 

; . ia t Bomhm-were of opinion-that he should return home to
■ .{redr.mt strength after his attack of jangal fever.- 'This 

arrangement, however, did not suit his own plans; and 
feeling sufficiently recovered -for the work before him, ha 

: , started • to rejoin his regiment, in Kathiawar, embarking on
! board a native boat, with horses and kit, to get. over the first
; :V- . part of the way by sea. From some cause unknown, the

evening was ■ a gala, one, and hreworks were to be iet off in.
. the harbour. -The .convalescent.resolved to share! in the fun 

| and signalise his own departure at .the seme time. Bo, in
.addition to the necessary im pedimenta  of ordinary travelling 
baggage, ho laid in a superfluous stock of combustibles, and g '



contents were $how6fed into the water around; that the 
horses were killed or "drowned, and that, bo himself was 
picked up. floating, a d  hardly animate mass of blackened.

, humanity.’ Not even recognised,as a European, he was left

of time a charitable Parsi, whose, name, has never transpired,
’ , had him  plated in a, palanquin and corn-eyed to his owd.

house, wheiK hb identity discovered, he was removed toe i p : ,  P 
Mr, Wi dough by b. I t  is added th a t the skin of Ids face 
peeled off, and was replaced by a second skin m xmior than 
the first : but that the explosion, however injitnbtis to hip 

P p /p  ■ ; , personal appearance, was attended on the other hand with
.. one good result. ;All. traces v fja n q a l  fever had been as

e f f e c tu a l ly  blown out of 'ifcs'vietira as they could have been 
eradicated by a voyage to Europe and transfer. to hL native 
Atmosphere; As no account is rendered of servants • or •.

.• followers., let us hope that any such may hat© escaped with*-. .' 
out serious injury. Two months alter the occurrence,
..Francis. Outran), then, still 2nd Lieutenant of Engineers at 
•Bombay, adverting to-.it in a letter to his mother, says that 
results might have been much worse, but that James luckily- 
escaped with a good scorching, and that the. hP.il be .more 
careful with gunpowder for the future,’

His own home letters at this period, as indeed tor the 
first few years of Ms Indian career, are mainly taken up with 
matters of domestic interest, ‘These belong essentially to 
his biography, inasmuch as they exhibit the working of infier 
life and reveal the secrets of individual character. But for 
obvious reasons we -shall fee sparing .in;-'extracts, merely 
selecting those passages which may. better .serve to illustrate 
the whole correspondence. The reader may rest' assured-that 
if he were to read over from first to last., every line of the



irjor* etei it merit Of slrai^h^fo \ard oxprel 
and simplicity. That lie was. not trained when a boy in life 
art of polite correspondence may he taken for granted. Mrs, . 
Ob tram co aid 'tell t h e  story of .a-certain.- epistle he bad to 
prepare, in which the mere formula of commencing and 

'Was not accomplished without awistance.: and 0  e 
serened to think this the only piece of letten-conipodtion thi-it " 
couldhe credited to him prior, to departure for India,1 She- 
marvelled how he wrote so well when fairly: launched on bis 
Lid Ian. career.

We have quoted his views regarding employment on .the, • 
regimental staff. Let us turn from ,sel.f to his-care for the 
■happiness- of others, especially of her Yrbpta he addressed as.

V':. , ■ the presiding genius of his home. Assuredly it. is 'manhood 
an.d not childhood, uov oa tm youth, which realises the poetry 
as well as essential charm of the relationship between mother, 
and/son.

4 You used to say you were badly off,’ he wrote in an 
undated letter, hearing th e  postmark of November 182fg 

: f hut as I had been used to poor Udney, I. thought we were

The rea l story that to ld :—'."During the holidays, » schoolfellow (oim'
1 of the Gorcloan of Manar) sent film a letter by a servant His mother said he.

tnusbm civility answer it,so he retired to do so, :/v 'U r a  while he came hack,' 
saying, “ ,'EF.ow ai»-I to begin? ” “ Why, sK j  dear Gordon,’ of coum,..1’ ' Thus 
prompted., hr? again disappeared for a- considerable ti »'©. He then "catno-and 
asked tpw  he was to end, and being told, *' Yours sincerely, James Du tram,”

: soon brought his letter. His mother had the curiosity to look at what he had 
said. The contents were simply., r‘ My dear Gordon—Yours sincerely James 
Outram.’* ’ " ■

:. t ; y vcxlo-b it


