
fi^the tra '.^o ^o f  FA: ^
wauthis estimable and benevolent governor ot the omnipotence ;

; of gentle speech and singleness of purpose, t bat lie actually
'A;;F'1vF;FFF diminished the strength 'of the force which had ahendy found.'° ■. ■ 
rt/Av-y; ■ ' dself inadequate to control the insurgents, though *. aphiin

Outrun had recommended .that it . should l'-- uunporarily f ■
■ ' :0„:-: .C:
FtrtjyF increased, not necessarily for employment, but for purposes

1 , of demonstration./ To what • extent such views were con-■ . ■ , "■ ( ; ■/ .. . rtrtpFAAteyy
curled in by the (Jourf of Directors .will shortly become

Vli 11 f\ j 1 apparent.. . , f , y 1
1 Though we read of breakfast s and in tor views at (rovern- |

uient flouac at this period, there is no record of any coliver- .JrFFyFr
. Mationa which transpired. The tlovenmr. invited;. Mayor , ■

’ Felixissued the invitations ; Outran.! and others attended. : • '.'•
yy-y ,:y . further' parti collars are wanting. But bln -re is also no lack ot

ofiicial ■■■correspondence: to tj r̂ow a light ou the course of
: / events. Before referring to tins, we have to note that, in

' December 1835, Oalram’s marriage was soieminaed, in fa:
Bombay, where his affianced bride was temporarily residing
in the house of her broth er An da% M r. .Morris,, of'- ike- Civil, if

'b-t-:..; Service. During the week or two of leave which preceded ,i
Fyvr'-eF the wedding-day, his time was chiefly occupied at tlm0.F F ;W , ■ ■ *-' 7 1'  x  ■ . ■ ;■

, 1 ■ Secretariat offices, reporting, .or otherwise employed, on public' •
matters. A fortnight'.after.lm marriage!, or. in January 1836,

■ ■ he wait forced to hurry off to his rough work in the MAhi 
if Kfitf.u under injunctions to modify his original plans o f ' 

settlement in accordance with the benevolent intentions of ' 
Government. He was now to all intents and purposes a 
political agent; but notice of coiftimiatiou in the appoint-

' x W n ,*' r.'/t . - ,i [’ *, , (■', ■ * h j  ■ ' ' i, - ■ ... , ,v ■ F - i , <'< fill ™ ■ vytp.pvevJif F. ; ••Wv* p F ■ • V ' 1•«» ■ ' if; V

- , r  r  a  ■



K traham iu\cee.eded him .In the coinuu'ind

igain at Affimidnbad, and tji we made 
a^ystjantj poiitiijjj^■oommissio ri,e r, ■

h ; d ';1 1 ; as..,defined in writing. b y  MV* ?
Willoughby. The remarkable administrative finality oh the ;

1$#%^ last-mm tod genl he.i..;,, a!i;J 'hi.- i;:ii'-iM ' epb'l i:• K• of expvmwbei
in f omnumioai mg the instructions and meaning ofhisOf-sern- I

b;:y-''.. r.: mem to the several officials it was his privilege to address, were ■ ,
alroost universally admitted 'by .those who were capable of 
foi Milng an opinion on. the snigecf, and Out nan i r i  no t 

• ".: behind his fellows in respect for the Secretaryb effiihthffi.1 . i' ■ •■'_'■' Ah _ . ' ■’" . .
■S But in .the matter of the Malii Karda troubles, the new -l i

political agent found it racy difficult to bblieve thai the ' \  iyij j
’y'-'C1 ••. Government programme was suited to the occasion. ‘ I will s'sh§||f§ j

B pay'.every aitentiors to your remarks on the Subjects you 
noticed he writes on February 1 ‘ but while * i overrun cut 
thus generously pardons the:, 'transgressions'4 of these chiefs' ' .'I 'T

against us, no-provision appears in my instructions for the •.'.>•{
satisfaction of the claims of others who have suffered at theirV US'S : V V . . .... * . . . . . . ;
bands, finch claims will, f  fear, urove numerous and not

hi’/y t ■ h',i if'.'1-, ; . ; p yffig y '

easily answered,, as, for instance, that of the Edar muka/rj 
Akka Cband, whose capture, by Sur&j Mall was reported by 
Mr. Erskine, and from whom a ransom of 10,000 rupees was 
extorted after a long, exposure to dreadful tortures ; also 
for the felood that ha,- been spilt by them, and property
destroyed in their attacks on the Edar village in Knppora...
in which, I hear, lives Were lost, and a hundred buffaloes and 
other property taken; and the attack on Rottawur, another

. .. .■ , ‘ '1 ■ ■ ■ u. ■ • •'. b ■ h" '■ ’. “!' , ■-. '. ■> • • • ' • ■ ' - ' . ■ ' : 'V,Mg r v h * g g i k 1 ;'Try < * ft d »r' v- j' h w . f \gift.
1 Now i ranslitertU^ s&hykar, a merchant, or banker.
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, •• ' .-V.

The liiuguage' -was strong j and it  will, surprise no one 
versed in the ways of official correspondence to leani thrl to 
writer was .apprised hew, in addressing his Government, he i ; ; ■ 

srtd'ind. must find a second weird for 4 spado,1 which was inadmissible 
■■.do/'-r;'.:':'/■ at anv cost. But the rebuke was- .adrri'ini'S,tered in the 

mildest possible fhrtns, ■■the GoprnpF in; -Council highly *
, '. r  :.i’ approved of Captain. On train’s determination, distinctly mi- '

pressed in bis .letter, impartially to follow the, Pm or of bis
'' ■ ' ; 1 1 9 ■ ■_:■■■ '.■V.' t ■; , . ' ' - ■ y y’ • ;■ / ' • y fi-V;' r . t  . '

instriicfions. V./fy
Conspicuous .among the refractory chiefs with whom, 

the political agent had to do were Path Singh, Thakur of .
0;0';>0 ; / liupftl, Suraj Mall, the adventurer, .Panah Singh, of Aglor, .

■ and Kavm Singh, Tbakur: of Gorwara, Of the two first, we' ,
'have already spoken ; and .we now refer to them,-as id',-the 

/ V whole four, in the light of illustrative oases. To understand ■ , „ 
''W-i'V'- Lite Government push ion with regard to theie persons,’it must

»  he borne rfi mind that we were .fighting the battle of a native
po wer-as much as; on our, own account; - Indeed, one ■ main 

h cause of contention was the exaction of a tribute called the 
. Ohm acknowledged by precedent, and the cusioxn of the t ty

country. This was the GAikawfir’s-, and could not, therefore,, 
be pemraneiitly reduced without that ruler's consent; but

■p . ; .  , . '  i  ■ . i f . i fg l jg  1  f l l l S l l i l l i l t i  . ■■ ' f i : :I

.'! .. y i ■'"ar'-'v"y';y.."CvVV.v V.y:."y.yV''U<Vy y1:
: A r . M a t t a drila ry : \y : V vh
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■ ti<»u<* which w, lhioeniiin-r men. Immoer proud and inde- ■
w  J  hrpeBdeHiyFmglit easily- have fulfilled ; "but" which fbo.se who ■ , ,
Ft tlw-CFayh more personal gain m lawlessness and; vagabondage 
' would uiir.umllv dhircguH, Faih Singh, Thakur of Rapid,

appeared with >fbrfc\ hufc soon absented himself, on the pies*
1 of seeking fhr securities, A long year -was can sinned ■ hi 

endeavouring to effect a settlement'td his affairs, He shut 
■ ' fled and evaded,.argued, objected, threatened, hut did not 

gyltFlS'fgrfg rtc>'v "yioldih<2^.Eventual ]y-~-in 1837-M riscase was
settled in the spirit of leniency by which the Government* 
was actuated, and which pervaded all its instructions, in 

y'y,' respect of the disturbers- of the peace in Maid Kaata. The 
. proceedings are not of, -sufficient public. . interest to toe d.e-

' tailed ; but there are passages-in the recorded official, eorrek- 
, 1 ’spondenee regarding the Thfikur of kupal -which we feci it a 

duty to reproduce, in proof of 'the 'loyalty and honourable 
action of the political agent.

There was a little .cavilling a t”, the departure of th \\ ,
Thakur in the present instance without furnishing securities, 
which, caused perhaps by. • suspicion of mismanagement, 
colled for full explanation ou Out ram’s part. Certainly there 

■ , ■ .was-.something' expressed or signified in the communications
'" o from Eombay which t ouched the. sensitiveness of this honest 

servant of the State; for he had only been three months in 
the discharge of his new functions when he stated his 
apprehensions that he had lost the confidence of Govern
ment. A Tony de-snatch signed'by the Chief Secretary thu ^

I S i i i F h ®
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hension :—4 f am directed to request that you. will assure 
, Captain Outfinn that the confnleriQe of froveniixient, a* it  1 , 

v was riot lightly given, will not: •.be lightly withdrawn. The 
JUight IlV-nourn,!# the Govenm1; as Council trusts that lie will 
go on c,bcerfully, mb t the coatini-ui that thoughms-nmo- ' |

e n te r ta in s  b(v> firm e s t g e n e ra l re lia n c e  on h is w a l ,  e n te rp ris e *

' ’ ■ under Providences;—the 'Ultimate; achievement of one of its

Cotmeil very much commends the tone of Captain Outrainfs 
communications to the TKakur, leaving, at it does, the, door 
open for the extension of1 mercy, and the a wading extremh . 1
tiesd Later still, -the Governor in Council 'thinks ihat 
Captain Cffitram’s proceedings are entitled to the highest 
commendation of Gov eminent; for though ins owif opinions

Thakiiv varied in some respects from those entertained by 
Go'vvrmnenfc, be. has most: faith.fidij adhered to the latter, 
without which they could not have been successful.5 But a 
higher compliment followed. Outram had r'eee nonended to 
the favourable eon si dor at I on of (rovernmenr the ThakhCs 
requdsfc to he permitted to pay the first instalment, of the j
sum with which he was authoritatively debited-one year later '
, ban the year fixed. To this Government objected on certain 
reasonable grounds’; but the objection was- followed by an

1 '  1 I W ' 1mrasnal concession to the ( rov#uhient agent, tuns expressed :
* Should that officer, notwithstanding whip1- has been stated 
above, still incline to think that the advantage of begin- 

lydygy ning a year earlier is. not'worth the difficulty or the risk
which may be incurred by insisting oa its being yielded, the

y  1 | . •_ . . . ■ . y  -;'i t ' v; '  v . . y ' :. . y. , y  , - ; . ■ . ■

"



I The dmpairhes *pmmd w t m itiru in 1886. In. die ^

| / ' I  f suhnvptmr year, (ho politick agent; forwarded die .bonds re- ;., ■
I (juiivd from dse '0;ii,ki.ir, aud received the i.iHi.r,- approval of.
| 3 S :8  % <aov'vri.nnent, to his he himself was never.
I  salt efietl that die settlement; was real: for he. saw .mbebief m
1 . lh»- character of the man with whom he was decting.; and '

E ewe .&nddt on record thai Fall; Hiugh uiiwaquently broke out
when he haw his opportunity, e'nd when there was no Outturn ■ 
i» lt*e Mahi Khrta to keep him to his better; behaviour.

' biuraj Mall had left the- British, agents camp in search of : ' f
securities, much lu the same wav a. Ih .Thahur, Fath Singh,,
During hu  absence, Ids case het>aine further complicated by a ' :

|e.tdt'?r;r. charge 'brought against1 him, similar to that which first mtrori T 
I , : ,  y  dneed him to the reader.. -Some three months before,, he had 
I seized and imprisoned a native merchant of Hidhpiir, a subject
I of the' (l&ikawftr; anpl it was ascertained that he still retained

the man in confinement, with the view of extorting a. ransom 
|  is , • of 2,000 rupees.’ Outram, already believing that the treat* 

raent he had been instructed to pursue with the refractory 
1 chiefs was marked.by unnecessary forbearance, could not but

[ ' Tho details <yf Soraj Mall’s 'ojffbtefe, gathered -from tlm H4a Mala, ure.
illttftfcraviv’ti.of the scale r.f affairs hi the Main TvVuita. and height• .-urhood at 
the time of coTmuinbin. and also of 'ho extraordinary audacity of the chief 
offender It appears that on the death of the .principal of a Hindi* monastery 
at Sidhpuritho succession to. hie authority wfta disputed by iw.. disciples,

Om >i (In «■, named Eh) Bbarii, turned rebollir.’.'s. donned Rajput attire, and 
■ caltatod Sw, aj JMall in hi* wtuae ui;der promise o! payment. The two together

appoarod oac day with a party, of horsemen-, at'a  tovn, near Sicthptb, and ac-. 
counted tm* tlifmeolrer to Tbs satf ̂ faction -of inquirers by a made-up plausible 

; ■ story that' -they were peccable; travellers. In the ovoniug they ejtlc-red the 
■ markek-phice with the intent ion of'seiaiug dib persnu pf the.head; Tuerclmnt: but 

■ faihiigr to find' him, they went b  Search of ft fitting substitute, one Lakhu Shot,
This unfortunate mdiridiio! liny discovered at his dinner, forced.him b io  the 
ijtreet, and Wrried him off on -.tjo of the horses of th eparry, The alarm min 

' „ ■ 'rimed, and an fttu npfc made-to close the town gates against tho marauders; '
but boldness an \ violence won the day, and they Escaped. ’  ̂ [

| |  -V ' ' ' ‘ . T .y y ’T tfr$



n\)erio<l f,Jirce days was considered sufficient, time to allow

bin proceedings^ but expressed his apprehension "lest their 
tendency should be considered c too lenient.’ Government.,'

’ . Iioffor,ei’, did. not, nppiove, and there were uo in
, t 1 in so days to supersede or supplement: postal communication.,■ v>f|hk 

Tlie ball l* ad been set rdlliag, apd could not be stopped.
Surfij Mull, declining to take advantage of the peaceable 
solution of the difficulty offered, w s  proclaimed an . outlaw.
Captain "David For bo?, ■-.commandant of the M&hi Kfeta field 
detachment, was called on to co-operate with, the political

»  agent, and a few troops were moved to take up here and
‘ ’ there a position of precaution. The outlaw Was. followed up

into his mountain fas;!nesses, arid finally tendered his submis
sion without striking a blow.

Mr. Vvulougbby’s despatch, nmmadverting on the pro
ceedings reported a t the outset, “was dated April 0. In' the 
meanwhile, active measures had been taken with complete' 
success, pnd the result, submitted tor the consideration of 
Government on the 20th' of the same month. The despatch 
in acknowledgment of this subsequent report presents a 
curious contrast to the preceding one. We have no wish to 
criticise the writings of a secretariat so redolent of genuine 
philanthropy as that under the control of Sir Robert Grant;'

. .



;■ i r c s ^ h o  ha<l Vatan mi^Kl p̂rootp ita^  the •. »i.-G
which i t  wan their wish to avert. On April 26, when all had 'J

' ’ , , the intelligence that HtMj Mall had tmrrendevd on the sole ' .. ' :;
condition that his life be:spared, and, expressing the gratifo- i : '

. cation, of theGovernor in fou noil, requested that Captain , ' , ; 
Ootram. be congratulated ‘ cm so fortunate a result of his tfo&H 
'.spirited, though, in. their opinion; somewliat Tash- proceed*

S,m § Mgs:
Then followed these four paragraphs : —" '"'V'

O'Jf't ■■:. :'-r-
The outlawing of Sural Mall >  conceived by the 

.Governor in Cotmcil to have 1ven harsh, and the consequent 
■ march of our forces unnecessary, but the plan has been 

executed with a skill and decision worthy of Captains Outran*
, ahd Forbes, and which., no; doubt, have contributed to- the

f 'event. ■ . . $
41 run desired to observe that good may arise 'ojif. of evil, 

and the .Right Honourable the .Governor in, Council is 
perfectly willing that Captain On tram’s ' success should be 
ascribed, not to his .instructions, but to his'departure from 

vtv y f o y  '.,'
t * I ‘ v |  |



'' them, provided only that rfb spirit, of the instructions bn

f ' ■ ‘ With the ex.eeprion of the. measure of outlawing Sur6j '
■„ Mail,, the wiioio of Captain, Outroujfe proceeding!?, 1 atn

V directed to Dale, reflect on him the highest credit, and
, 1 y ■ entitle him to the warmest commendation of Government.

•, ' * 1 -in- * (in nunc !inu- instructed tn obsurve . . , that ■ •
in calling Captain QwtramVmareh unnecessary, the Governor 
in Council considers it Jo only in this view, vie,.,, th a t. it was 
the consequence of an unnecessary proclamation of on f hi wry,

■ ' Not a fortnight after the date ̂  of this letter, fciuriij Mull

by the merchant of Sidhpur; when Outram, acting in the ' 
spirit of his instructions, and not perhaps against life own .hi 

y ,J.;c . good . judgment, released the; turlmlont chief from arrest

clemency we react that the latter appeared to be deeply ’’ 1

In (he following year the same dprapMMl bad proved so 
good and loyal a subject1 to, the paramo?ml power, by active 
assistance a horded to .British officers, that Outram was 

' . . authorised to present him with upagri and a d d 1 in the name
' ' <>f his Government for the purpose' of indicating the .sense '

••••••' ■ miGrtairied of the u.rvfoe he had rendered. 4 We rejoice/ '
said the Governor in Council,, -writing from. Bombay to the ■ 

y b ; h h  Court of Directors, fen being able to report the conlinued 
W  good conduct of Suraj Mall since his admission to pardon.,

and we feel pleasure in having it also in our power to slate 
■bbb.h to your Honourable Court thal his exertion* have been joined ,



R /it h i.h of Captain .Out-raw*, in re~o:̂ !‘aMish..ing peace ana '.y vww.. w
food" order in the Malii KardaA:' * -tVCnCC '

1 ■> ■. 1 ■■ ■ . f'CtCC
,, lArtah Singly the thIt’d mi .-the list;of chiefs whoso; .eases

w,- have selected for notice, .was one of the moat oangmnisr
of id e Kutl inaiugeutK hi, opposition. to ins liege lord the

g: o’.O'. (Pi. L i •> *. Though Ins. uomm ’ .range was the of , ' 0
’Hiio.p'r’) v-r-i he possessed mth-mec, and was likely to do #:

; -hmiselm-'f beyond such narmv limits, ft: March. 1837, owmg-
. . to a. threatened iivpn.rrectM.rn at this kuui.;h instigation, v Mtrnm

made, yequ itiou on the officer ('omflftaudiijg at, I Ijvrgol tor a . ■ o. 1

a .: troop of' cavalry and ■ company of -infantry to proceed to •
Ihmu'tfcej for five proceed:ion of tile Abmad&hud territory, aod 

co-openife with, debmhmo!vis prepared to act fropi 
A hmadnagar and Sadra, amounting in all to one company of 
infantry avid some CftikawOr horse, Tim requkidon was 
duly afforded to, and the presence of.the troops atParantej, 
together with the attest of four principal chiefs, mud. have 
hud a good effect in checking the general progress.of the out
break. But some of tile rebels, to 1.1m number of 500, took , ' ... J

dd:. up a determined position in the. olrotagly situated village of ■
Kam i p ur, on the banks of tin* SJubar-Matii, whence they

■; ■ .'. ' ' ' •* '• ,v - ■ ’ /■ •:*

ravaged thes surrounding districts, and openly defied 'the 
d : ' native authpriiies..

.' ■■ ' The ffail?aA7dr’s comliiauder-in-ch ah appealed to Outram
i for aid' implying that we were bound to place our available'

soldiery at his disposal. The political agent would - not for a y
.moment' admit the notion that the men should be transferred 
from his orders to those of a native stat e, but lent, a ready' 
ear to the'alternative proposal of aclLi'ig in concert with an 
ally. Accordingly, with no r ther warrant than that, given by 

,. .the: political eomniissiouer at Bared a, he resolved to become 
yip ' a party to the attack on Ihmsipiir.'. A proclamation was 
p issued in l ive name of the ftaikawir, allowing eight days’

t: o ' . • ; '-:: :W;wdj



S Th-- Lv;d fU‘(fi a ^ c i i L i t ^ 11 Luo 1 r<,fn shi'Ttt^Oirijod hy n 
^  1 liOi >p irfillety gu'a supplied from I>isa;. -'but this did nor, 11 ,
arrive until too late- for use. From Colonel Trowisrdk; report- j
we learn that' the infantry : and puns *wcre in .position, 
early in the inomiag of May 2 ; that 4 Captain Outram’S 
endeavours to induce the' -enemy to lay down fc êir arms 

1 ' having failed,? the "batteries opened; ami that after , a few
’ rounds of shell, die town was ffrfed iu sevt rat places,

( ■' 4 The (niikawilrV troops then attacked/ continues the
ft Colonel, _4 and, after some bn.sk skirmishing, entered the
^. place, when the Klioiis crossed the river, and endeavoured to
i,, break through the ravines of the eastern side (where part of

f " ( ;, .; ... 1 . ■! :*- J . i 1 . / ■1 j; -i ■ '/ 'V •- ■' * . . \ : (y■_- 1 - ' ! 1 • ■ . • *
: ; my detachment, fes fd̂ mBdi)? b ?i suffered most severely in :: \

the attempt, about'50 being killed and 4? taken prisoners.
A very few succeeded in 'escaping through some very thick 
jungle, where bdrsftkouid not act or follow them.

4Our loss in the affair was one sepoy of the 17th • I 
■ Regiment severely wounded, and one of the 9th.Regiment
' ' 1 slightly so, but 1 cannot ascertain correctly the loss of the

G&ikawav’s troops.
4 -When the enemy approached the ravijaeB commanded by



much gallantry .m the at tuck. ' ;v '|^ ^ r!

^  -.a subsequent report shows'that on .tin? Ihitish side there > j
•Wl been one man killed, and owe woundedi{ 8 killed 'and;M  
••vnxmded. of the adikawdrs trwpi); and that, while xid tofue 
fiuva-e could be given for their killed and wounded, 77 bodies, 
id" the r  bob had• been actually found.

I t  has been stated, with a certain amount of authority, 
that Out,ram,when proposing . to act in concert with the G1 jmi ; ,
executive against Kaasipur, solicited the early instructions of 
Government; that, owing to some official accident, never i
tKitisfactorily ef,famed, a delay occurred in placing his letter J

' ,. before Councils anil that wo answer to the reference was , .,^$$5]
' , veteivM in time t.b alhm operations" to be suspended-1 At v ? j

■ first sight such a statement is hardly to be reom ailed with toe • ; :
: assertion before made in these pages that the attack on Kan- 
sipur had been,.determined on in e o m m n n i c a t i o h ; 
political commissioner-at Baroda. ■ But the question is o ^ |  
of mere routine and form : the latter functionary was the 
natural referee in such matters, and it was his particular 1
duty, not that of the political agent of the Mhb.i Kant a, io 
address the Bombay Government. Out-ram reported fully to 
Mr, Williams all his proceedings, regarding his sanction or

• M e m o ir  o f  th e ■.P u b l i c  & e r v i w  of C o lo n e l O u ir < m , p-: 44.

- - . ■ y, . .-.ry..-,-,.;//■: v y,.y■ .,yy: ■■ ,y.yy..ry y y . - :;;v ,
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(m .
-rHefoi*:V,d,fovV-nyy>-'i- hy-tiYilfofofo' ^ v f o i i f o r i y e y .  b, bfoVfo'fofo'fobjfi’&■'}ftbVy'tw; i i ^ V ?• .s* ^ :.w'Jf̂ '̂ '.'V-1 :S--■?: ^ s>‘'-fo:j4'4i?/?;Vf*’̂?'•'•

$' ■ ; V  ■''■;/; 136, ' 1 ■ 1 ' ■ O U ' M X A ( J \  " ' ". , * My 1

Jt^jiproViil ,ii>1 comij.g ffiib (he aiithorifcv uF {iî i (iovonJui iTt
 ̂ Council;- and no aiiaii of magnitude could be undertaken'"

, f’d aJ! without his osprey Voricipryencc. In tho matter of
; ■ y ■ Ikirtub Bingh, the roe nisi lion for i,roups to protect the Alnnad- 

ifo: -y, foyty.,,: t  aobd territory cos communicated to the commit?sioner on the 
day that it wo'i made to the 1 x‘».l milieu v authorities coji-

0 corned,, and I ho subsequent.- arrmgmneidfofiu co-operation
t  ,: wdli; the Uaii;awiir‘E3 officers were cart■ fully and, &ystemai toallyr
‘V :■ , ■ dot-ailed for his'' approval. Active interference, it was, cx-

,'• plained, was not, so much, desired from a conviction of justice
.in the original ■mtion of thfi Baroda 'IW iir , ris of nt m if v  
for securing the tranquillity of foe Mahi Kama, in whi-h 
«lisinet the.msurrection had spread^ ;md uus 'tb.rea.ten.ing lo '

%■:'■ -- spread' -yet-further. On the other hand, a combination or
'< forces might, g iv $  opportunity for beneficent interposition
, between i ho foil kawar ab<t the insurgents, both in the :

event of1 submission, and even. if  subiuisripn were' delayed »•’- .
■ ■ ■ i hdvnm s last recorded, despatch to ,VIr. \V d burns, prior w

oh tho 6f: hif.-.* cfceferful- fopi- • •. • ■■'y'1-
■ plianee ‘ with' a proposal of tumpa'l Rao, the GujnU corn- 
ijutndcr, for tho temporary release of an imprisoned Rajah, on 

ifoy J' , ''he ground that/the act might indirectly tend fo a preven
tion of Siosiilitios. ,-,

1 ' Jj■' 1 ■ -nfortunately, there -was an element of injttsUro hi the
• . GtUkawar’s dealings with. Part,4b Singh : and Hip rebellion cif

; that c(Kiel against his sovereign had been in 'some measure in-
ntig.it* 1 by the .-.overi ignis disregard: of the subfect’a po3fo;nal.' 
gT-iovances. The. Government of Sir Robert. Grant was more 
likely to keep this ill-treatment in view; than to/sympathise 

i. with tinir agent's anxiety for the maintenance of British
fjfoy yd try ' prestige and power. Outvam spw 'the mischief of leaving 
s • - .uh punished the lawless acts of abold rebel, whose .example brut
: : . : ; . yits immediate, effect on the Surrounding people, : British sub- :

yu®y;:bvh;':';-,ieOt0 as Well as others ; while in tho eyes of authority in



against the other. Undoubtedly the aims of- both -were, the 
same: but the process to be pursued was differently devised.
In. one ease repression would precede inquiry; in he other, !

;d ’ inquiry would lead, the wav, and might possibly obviate the
necessity-.of repression. t 't ’ d ■ o |||

But there were- other signs which made him act: with 
,, v determination^ During the first year of his work in the 

Mahi fritnta Outram had received a confidential eoumramea- 
tion from the Govern oris prirate' secretary, at Dapuri, to the 
old t that there wew; reasons for apprehending a. eonfibtna,

• tion 'of native powers against the British Government, tint! y •
: an. attempt on their .part, -through secret agents, to ; seduce I d
' the sip<u>,is from their allegiance. A Brahmin had bdro- .

duoed tv/o subfydevrs-ot a native infantry regiment to the son 
of the minister of the Satan:. Rajah, in whose presence they 
were informed of the names of many well-known princes and 
chiefs who had, it was alleged, .united -to subvert the. British J- ’• j

had tepord 1 the eiremn
stance, and wore instructed to .watch' further proceedings; •d.
but although their good faith wan held imi.mpeach.abie, jpid .!
a commission had assembled bo .investigate- the' charges, the 
aJfair fell through Without practical result, the' Rajah stoutly 
denying his own complicity. Now, notwithstanding the 
failure to prove an aecoRation. which, if established, would
have implicated some of the-'most' distinguished'-of'our native, " o o. t •=> . . . . .  . :
allies and - feudatories' in the ' most barefaced sedition, there • ■ *

• was at this time cause -for;especial vig ilao.ee on the part of . ■!
British, officers who, like Out ram,, had so much to do with 
internal politics. I t  wa«' essential to show that British jus- J

. ti.ee was not. weak, nor British mercy a mere -expediency; 1
and acts were so much more intelligible - to. -the'mass than , ,,!i

■ _ . . ■ . ; . ■ . ;



'words. At the same time, the omission of the Gfrihawhrk 
name from the -list of .oompfomised Indians of ''distinction 

• seemed to afford a strong- reason for favourable consideration,' e
' i ,j t . • should tiffs ruler ask or need our .« Mat i ,<•» . /, fo "

,, When it did come, the censure of the, Bombay Govern-
_ merit was couched in strong language. Mr. Secretary

V -Willoughby’s despatch, expressing, tile sentiments of the 
Governor in Council on 'becoming first acquainted with; ' the ;

' ' /  measures pro'r‘Oaed to be taken by Captain Out mm in con- ■
dig - jimcikai vGtli the GaikkWarV .troops, was only dated May (g \ w  /, ■

, whereas, three days beff>re,d)utram. ha,d officially reported to
his immediate chief the .'success of his operations,. agai'pii 

■ Kapsipur. The secretary had beep instructed to inform the ■■
| political commissioner that the proceedings he had sub

mitted were the most extraordinary that had hewer come 
under the ^observation of Government;1 for, with a full, 
acknowledgment that the Kuli insurrection in the GM-ika- 
war’s district of Bijapur had originated in. .wrong and 

. ; injustice, Captain Out mm had, upon his own responsibility,1
consented to combine his forces with those of an officer of tlfo 
thaikawar, for the purpose of reducing the rebels. Me went 

1 ’ 1 ' on to remark that whatever the result of these injudicious
proceedings, ‘ even should Captain Out,ram succeed, by -the 
skill, and judgment which have heretofore invariably marked, 
all his military operations, either in inducing the insurgents 
to: submit, or in capturing them without bloodshed,’ the Gov
ernment could not but disapprove of the, .interference exer
cised. And he conveyed to both the political commissioner 
and political agent, unqualified disapprobation at their om'is- 
sion to seek in the first instance the .instructions of higher

1 Mi*. Williams, m acknowledging Captain Outranks notes of conference, 
witj.i Ganpat Itao Damderah, and plan of combined operations to -fee undeitak en 
against, the refractory Kuiis, added that, he -perfectly; coincided in the opinions 
expressed, and requested that action bo taken accordingly.



subordinate officer, Whoever suggested iKe measures in 11 1 .
:/• question, you took it on your>o1f to order them, and for

having done, so, you, I am desired to state, and you alone, ,
/must he held the aocoimtable person;
■ A< for 'Ontram, he was relieved from the censure with 

which lie had been visited for assuming an .unjustifiable 
'•responsibility,:'Hi»- possible offence of persuasiveness being 
left-to-a tribunal of cohsoien.ee, with which Government had 
nothing' to' do, The . remarks- passed • upon his conduct in

h  •• by..'.; V, -

: other'respects were such as to leave it questionable whether
. the occasional disapproval of superiors might not be made in 

form more acceptable than their stereotyped satisfaction.
■*, In  one paragraph, the .Governor:in.Council, lamenting “the;'; 

impolitic and mistaken proceedings ’ taken by both officers 
concerned, could not, doubt that both ‘.acted from a sincere 
arc:!'honest conviction * that, they were doing for the b es t;

. a n d  they could ‘ not. help taking into consideration the 
eminently able and highly valuable, services performed by 
Captain. Outrarn m the Mftbi Kauta, since his appointment 
to (he agency of that province.’ In the next, while rudely 

. ■ ■./ * '
\ , : ••• ' . . 1 -I



• f ■ bis fault- ia (hal, though pmfwiiy lifeed for the perforin- 
, Mice of civil duties', fe- is essentially 'Warlike, The cuptpre

°f' Katisipur was of easy accomplishment, yet, so, for as. was 
' compatible' w ith . operations on so mbrufem scale, those of 

 ̂ apt am Outran) we-re, in the opinion of (hoveriiment, perfect 
both iu conception and execution, and deeply do they regret 
that his great military talents should have, been exercised on 
such a field.’

Before revert: ng to the views expressed by the Court of 
Directors in England. on these acts of their Bombay (doyern.*- 
raent. and its officers, we will glance at one more ease illus
trative of Out ram’s first Mahl Kdnta career., that' of the 
rh&kuv of Gorwfua,, one of the moire'notorious hharioatbi#) 
or outlaws of the day. The word hJikf/nvo,linci was expressive 
oi a kind, of self-imposed out la wry or '■vagabondism, which in 
trench colonies is known as mairoMyi?; and when openly 
resorted to by a discontented chief, it was commonly accom 
panied by abduction, plunder, or some act of violence, 
which rendered unmistakable the offender’s hostility to the 
State, and contempt of law and order. Karin Singh, was. a 

•--.chief whose quarrels with other chiefs, and consequent resort 
to bhaninittia, placed him for the better part of two years in 

.constant opposition to the authorities. In the spirit of his
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general distractions, and also ip obedience to special orders 
bearing on the Case in point, 0  a tram tHd. to -arrive at.-the- 
coot ■ of this man's grievances; and' called in the aid of a 
native -court, known/ as ;a pwwhaiy&h in the hope of a sue- 

• cessfni resti.it. The investigation was held, but. the Tlidkur 
. ■ of Gorwani. declined to abide by its decision- He would 

-neither heed the political agent, nor the -panchmyat.
Kven^ually hii Robert Grant ah<l Mb 'council receded, ■ though .
with great reluctance and. regret:, to the adoption of strong '
naeuMires recommended in this case by tile political agent. I t  

. was well.-they did so ; f<6r Konn Singh repented .of his mal
practices, and surrendered himself unconditionally to the 

. latter officer—are?/idi which caused great satisfaction in Bom- 
■ bay. We add an extract from the despatch comm apical irtg t-lie .

..intelligence, because-it explains 'how* success was obtained :-... . .bt.f' '.

4 This event wifi,. I  trust, justify"in the eyes of the Right -.
Honourable -the '--Governor in Council the policy to.-which I  
expressed myself compelled to adhere, though at Variance 
with the wishes expressed by Government, in Mr. Secretary 
Willoughby’s letter.

'■ Had any negotiations with the bfmrwatti been at
tempted, as therein suggested, I am. convinced that the 
Thakur would have con tinned “ out,” in the hope of ulti
mately gabmng bis ends ; , and had - any • modt fication in the 
terms finally decided on,-and publicly promulgated, by Gov- 

■ erxmiont, been allowed, it would have encouraged’ a continu
ance of the .-system of bakifyoAtia-ism, which I am convinced 
i t  is in oui: power,'.'as. it; is our duty, I  conceive,- to put an 
end to. T : " . ' -.

il Thd Thakur sent to me last night to say .ho would, abide 
• by the  decision of the pa/nokaiyat, if he might, now be 
-admitted to pardon, and that lie was ready to come in on 
that condition. I answered that, having committed a breach



:/;y: ^

hut not more qualified critics in ministerial. offices. But (he 
body corporate was just as jealous of its principles as any 

■: .individual' statesman could he of bis, and no'cabinet minister 
could take more pains to show'that he had. rightly forecast 

' coming ■ events than did. the Court to prove infallibility in 
■ political prescience. Throughout the Bombay le tter there 

was an evident tendency to impress upon thO. Governor’s 
iifvri-V mind .that any success which had attended his benign .policy

in the Mfih'i K&uta was to be attributed to the attention he- 
had given to fulfilling home instructions, contrary to the 

■ y habit of his predecessors. Captain Outranks report, on first
proceeding to reconnoitre his new field of labour, had: dis-,

. appointed them; they would £ not have expected that an .
' officer who had assisted, in reclaiming by mildness and con- .

J- v$$£#&'/-vh’:m :Sr : p M ■;.c ■ c;; o w r.c.vC;C:X.vr;vcv„-c.r.:



' ■ ": ' . ' ^ '' ' *" ' '' " . ' ; : (

> ciliatim, wild, tribes which bad been driven, to desperation 
by a system of coercion, would have fallen into the common 

‘ error of supposing that severity must precede indulgence : ’ 
lud (hut same officer- must now, they felt, assured. have 
become con-v-ipeedthat- irisreoommendcfion at the out set had 

i - been rightly set aside. 'They would not refuse siauptio \ to 
■' . bis nomination as political agent: and they' saw no-advantage.

. • ; in making' the political cornirnssioner at Baroda the organ for 
transmitting his correspondence.

A subsequent letter congratulated the Bombay Govern- 
:ment on the complete success of their/Just arid, generous 

■ policy ’ in the Mahi Kanta, apd on 4 the re^esfcabh’shment of a 
tranquillity not previously enjoyed for many years,’ to be 
ascribed to the Governor's ‘judicious instructions, and to the 
manner in which Captain Outrain has carried there in struct ions 
into effect/ And. the Court immediately added:—

‘In bestowing this commendation upon Captain Quirem 
we are not forgetful of the fact that on severaC occasions that 

- , officer has- shown a disposition to act in a more peremptory 
.manner towards refractory chiefs, and to resort sooner to 

= ■ measures of military coercion, than your. Government has.
"approved. In all such bases which ha ve been reported to us 
we agree in the main, or altogether, in theopinion of your 

SS9||f: . Government.’

When the Court’s ridling was made known to Out.ram, he 
chafed under what he considered to.be. injustice or mi-scon- 

’ - ':. - ception. His -impetuous.' and s sensitive nature could riot 
brook-in silence remarks .which he. himself described as ‘ very 
severe'-animadversions on the, opinions’ expressed in his 
report of .November 1835. The official communication to 
his-address bears date June 7, 1838,. but the letter to which 
it referred may have been six months or more on ..the road.
On receipt he proceeded with characteristic fervour to reply- • ' V): V;

.. - ..... • /'-d. . yy.- *fc|\ s h- ' ' e ■ '-'.v , * ij\S'



PpP p : to the promineiit points of his defence, tut a demonstnttiou
« , V - . ,  I  that his policy with the, Bivils, admitted, to have been sue- 
( " cessful and therefore not quoted agrrhn'i him, had ooi;’:n ,\s
{■■ " ■ wen. conciliatory ; a disavowal of (-mfebniaing warlike views

in dealing with the rebel ljoi is Tbftkiijm; & recapitulation .of. 
reasons for disposal of particular .eases and assigning tin- 

f , ' ' sought responsibilities ; and .an appeal to practical and
a,pparent results for a general confirmation of his aeal and • 
devodon. The Bombay Governmentin acknowledging the 

i’j ;V; 1 receipt of this reply 'or transmission., request thg political
commissioner in Oujrat H inform Captain • Out ram that 
i while the G ove-nunent- are fully satisfied "with the soundness '

:pdp ;'p  of Ike principles which have governed the Honourable Court 
and themselves in the affairs of the.. Msthi Kanta, the spirited 
and emerged ic manner in which he has frequently acted on-GyVet 
his own responsibility has,'whenever the Governor in Council' 
conceived, .'that.officer exercised a sound-.discretion, received' 

t'P.C' the commendation of Government, and that whenever,.as at
Bansipur, approbation could, not: be awarded, it has .been 
withheld under much regret.’

; The next paragraph, has -a-force, which seems to disallow '
. compression t-~~~

. . •
4 You are further requested Hr inform Captain .Ontram

that on the occasions on. which he acted on his own responsi
bility and received the commendation of Government, he has . * 

by shown how judicious was the selection which placed b.iin,
from the experience of his most valuable services in 

_ 1 . Khandesh, in the office.-of political agent of the; Mahi Kanta.
But if his energy and prompt decision • have- .been often

. - ■ ■ 7 7. y

;y: ■ : tyB/y ' . * , ybyy

i ■ '■ • , : y ' • *»■ -
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important'in their consequences, not leas have been his 
execution of instructions varying from-his-Own impressions of 
what was best, and his scrupulous obedience when unexpected ■■ 

. events did not call for his assuming the responsibility of 
action, The confidence of • (fovermnent in the influence of 
this principle not uufr||piently recorded will,., 1 am, directed 

': to state, be particularly pointed out to the Honourable Court 
' ■ ■ as showing the very high opinion entertained, of Captain

I ' » i 1 * ■' »On tram’s military and political character,''1

After the extracts already given. . in this and the two 
preceding chapters, it would be superfluous ; to quote from 

|||p rf i ' public documents further testimony to the extraordinary 
estimation in which wore held Ontraxn’s services in Khandesb; 
and the Mabi K&nfca; We should have' been, glad: to have 

jAbT "L 1 iat reduced here and there a sketch of the work performed 
- by other of his follow’-labourers in the same field; but beyond 

" - • • casual mention of names it -has been impossible'to carry out 
any such intention. Colonel. 0  vans, for instance, will be 
long known in Indian local story as a great reclaimer and 
benefactor of the Jlhiis; nor.can his merit be classed as

K nferior to that of any officer associated with him' in the 
same line of duty, - He did not, however, transform the 
Bhil recruit into the Bhfi soldier,;nor make, out of the very 
nateriah of disorder find destruction, instruments of discipline 
uid preservation. In. saying this we are not seeking to draw 
nvidious distinctions; only to-explain that there are separate 

spheres of action and usefulness in India as elsewhere : and 
all workers do not attain the same degree of honour in one 
that they would in another.

■ - To those unaccustomed, to the ways of Indian public life,
any description of the routine of a political agent in the 
Mild Kanta would be barely intelligible. In .his more 
strictly official capacity, Out ram had to attend to the well- 

VOL. 1. h
!=;" v  >*• • -v- K  ■■ ■ ■ 1 .... - ■■■ -•
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' 1 ’ t ration, of justibb ; to render die roads wouroto merchaui.: and
traveller's, especially the main linos of traffic; and to give a ' 
stimiilttS to commerce by the institution of lairs and reduo 

• tion of transit duthan In  .the last-named efforts he had ihe i ■
■ advantage of cooperating with -Uolonel Spiers, the politic. 

agent, for Meyw&r and Maiwa, an able- and -energetic officer.
He had .also to contend with a system 'o f bribery and 

corruption, on which we shall have so much to say by-aiid-rby ■ 
under its locally familiar .name of Khai/pat, that a detailed 
account of i t  mav be deferred for the present.

Upon the ’whole, these two years and three-quarters m  
the Mabi Kdnt.a were for tuyi a great contrast to Khandesh : 
existence. Thougli he and Ifougtus 0  rah am had been 

' t accustomed to spend the'.rainy months almost- alone in their .
4 palace 1 at Dharangdon, they were both good readers., and 
seemed never to have, lacked occupation; while the open 
seasons brought them Nimrod guests in plenty, and Bhih, / 

\  buffaloes, or ' tigers afforded ample scope for superfluous
energies. But here, the free wild hie in the jm ig a l  the 
congenial duties and associations of the Bin! corps, had given 
place to the dull jog-trot of an isolated political agency. No
sport attracted kindred spirits to the locality. The clays of a.
‘ hundred mad pranks/ 1 and of practical jokes, all well spiceo. 
with danger, were gone. Old Haidar’s h&udct, and the Mara- 
tha spear bad degenerated into an office chair and an office 
quill. But James Outran- threw himself into his new duties

: ' V- :,;: 1 C - f - i  • r x \ - :



^I) tC* bo^.jrn of t he itt 'r 
■at; must go ■; a#id be could never 
what his too ready sensitiveness 
station or an unjust rebuke, no 
ered. I t  was well, both for the 
elf, that he served his ‘ political ■
>vH like Sir Robert brant and 
herished warm feelings of personal 
bid could fully appreciate his veal ■ ;; S ^ j  

his outspoken energy would pro- 
din-to hi a regiment a. -d i sappoirxt-ed 
tendencies, both of sword and pen',

.̂.......  ̂  ̂ i for any but regimental cfofciea.** p p p ^
Mr, (afterwards Sir John Pollard) Willoughby used to speak 

• : of this as the most critical period of his friend’s public life,
Hard and uphill official battles we shall find him lighting in 
its after stages, but he had then established for himself a 
political reputation and a general sympathy which, he lacked 

' as a captain on special employ in. the Mdhi Kanta, Here
• and throughout his Presidency he was known as one of the 

most dashing soldiers and. sportsmen in Western India j but 
id;.. ) his pobf.ioal spurs he had yet fo win ■

■ A de-spateu bom the Cou.it of Ihreetors to the CJovernor in
Council, Bombay, bearing date March 12, 1840, reviews the

■ good work clone by their officers in the district of which we 
have now been treating. Among its later paragraphs is an. 
expression of regret at reading the earnest defence of his 
views, submitted to their consideration by Captain Out) am ;



B B h a rw a tty a  an offence not to be passed oyer with impunity.1
At the date of this despatch, however, Outran*, • was far 

••'.way from the Mahi Xanta; and by the time that it had 
reached its destination, his mind was full of cares and 
anxieties on behalf of a people situated beyond the limits of 
India Proper.

d/ X; t i ' h  '0\ ■ v :h- ■■ ' i%f ':;;
i J Appendix 0, ^
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' '■ (838-1 m .
Family aff»ips--Appobtmeiit m Sir-John K rand’* fc'tttff-..-Arrival k  Sind srith

the Horn hay Division of t.bft Arm," of .the Indus---Missions to Clutch,
HaidarabarR and SJiikAtpar —Accident- -Accompanies General Wiltshire
from Gan/iava, but rejoins •CocmmaBdev-in-Chiel' on- arrival at Kandahar-...
Opinions-on Afghan W-tr

f
■ : ; . Although' J ames Ontram’s career was essentially that of a 

■public servant, tve may not altogether lose sight of his 
domestic'life, nor of those borne associations which naturally 

■ influenced hischaracter* In writing to his mother from
Sadra in August 1838+ he expresses a determination to 
remain in the Mahi Kanta no later than the following 
"December, and, unless war-should breakout, to visit England 
in, February 1840. He deplores, the uncertainty and irregti™ 
jarity of homeward and outward, .bound, mails, and encloses 
the triplicate of n bill, lest the original and duplicate, both 
before despatched, should never reach their destination.
* Some of our packets,’ he says, 4 have been plundered by the 
Arabs, and some have returned from being unable to face the 
monsoon.5 Altogether, the picture is such as to reconcile 
Anglo-Indians to any defects in home communications ap
parent in 1880.

But the writer had unusual reasons for depression. His 
. wife had left- India in the previous year from ill-health. She 

had joined him at Ahmadabad in May 1.836, shortly after 
their early separation consequent on his sudden and forced 
departure from Bombay. A son had been born at Harsol in 
September of that year. Danger to life had ensued on the

; ■/V.;;.
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eveutj and Mrs. Ontram had been, conveyed to the residency 
at Sadra, so soon as pronounced able to bear the fatigue of 
moving. lienee she was ordered to the hills for the hot 
weather of 1837. Hot being free to accompany her, Outran* 
followed at a convenient opportunity, and they passed the 
rams at Puna. But he had to wend his way' track to .■Sadra. - 
alone; the doctors would not hear of the lady's return 
•‘o therchange  to England was imperative.

ibadra had now few attractions for the political agent, 
llie residency bangla, or ’mansion,’ as he designated it, 
on w ‘boh lie had spent time and money, had suffered during 
the latest rains ; and its leaking rooms had brought oil 
serious damage. Renovation of carpets and matting would 
entail a filed root for protective purposes. AH this expense 
was annoying at any tim e; for a quasi bachelor in straitened1 .

' circumstances it was most unsatisfactory.' He had, moreover,
changed in ways and habits, -since, hie marriage; '.’Physical ■ 
exertion-was in. a gr&t measure abandoned. He detested

t i constitutionals ’ in any shape, and soon fell into the mistake 
or avoiding exercise if he could possibly man age it. The 
early morning, like every period of Hie day, was devoted to 
desk work. At Harsh! he would walk beside his wife’s 
lonjon m the evening ; but at Sadra lie often passed the • 
walking hour in inspecting the workmen carrying out pro
posed improvements' in the house, an expensive amusement 
to which he was. everywhere prone. He had begun to grow 
quite stout before leaving the Mahi K&nta. Shikar expeditions 
did not -engage hie attention as before, with their dash' and A 
excitement. At Harsoi he sometimes went after hog. At 
Sadra there was no sport to tempt him. I t is supposed that 
he killed his last tiger in the janr/al near Kaira, when in 
company with a friend during the hot weather of 1837—the 
beast had been reported a man-eater, and was giving trouble.
Toe pursuit of small game he never cared for; indeed he- ... - '



' maths a vow art a youngster never to fire anything but ball, «
and kept it. Oubr&m’s intention to return to England id 

’ February 1840 had, we have stated, been saddled with a 
condition. The outbreak of war was the contingency which 
might*material 1 y affect his plans. Now it so happened that, 
throughout the early part of the year 1838, movements hud 
been going on in India which looked decidedly warlike; and 
on October 1 was issued the manifesto directing the ‘ assembly 
of a British force for service across the Indus/ There was 
to be no advance on. Herat; as once contemplated, but. there 
was to be an occupation of handahu and other pad- of 
Afghanistan, in favour of Shah Shiga, th sovereign of our 
choice. This, then, was a realisation of a state »>f things, 
which had been dituly portended. Outraai’s regiment was. 
ordered on service, ami Outrain naturally volunteered to join.
Lord Auckland had, it seems, heard of him, and had sug
gested to the Bombay Government, through the channel of 
private secretaries, that it .might be'desirable to attach aim 
in some capacity to the army; so that his offer was at once 
accepted. One recommendation on his behalf was, that he 
•should command the Shah’s -contingent; but he disclaimed 

• rifC-1'”: ail hopes of so great honor;r or distinction. 'Eventually Sir 
-John Keane,, commanding ‘ be Bombay column, appointed 

Y,-: him an Extra Aide-de-Gamp on his staff. To judge from his
own account, he did not at this time aspire to any high 
military post; his object was rather recreation than hard 
work; but he was evidently amused at' the,unexpected 
manner in which they had provided for his employment.
4 Neither you nor V he writes to his wife, ‘ever could have 
thought I should be an A.IUj,,; hut recollect, this is not to 
flutter about in a ball-room, but to attend the General on 
service.’ Then, as if apprehensive that he had foreshadowed 
a position of too much' danger, he.immediately changes his 

. note, and explains how pleasant will be the discharge 6f duties



ei‘“•Wing him to *ee everything as an amateur; adding that, 
since the enemy never came near enough to the chief of the 
force? to endanger his life, the aide-de-camp ran no risk 
whatever!

l i f e  His correspondence with friends m India, during the 
months of August, September, and October 1838,,show how 
in-en was the interest with which he regarded the approach 
of the then impending Afghan campaign. To Colonel 
•Sutherland he proposed to raise,'on the Shah’s account, a 
.'■mall body of select horse in Gujrat. to be placed under the 
.(.ommand of Mir Sartaraz Ali, a nobleman whose good service 
to tlhi British Governmentduring the Pind&ri war had 
elicited the warm commendation of Sir John Malcolm, lie 
aiso suggested the enrolment of a larger number of men from 
the same .quarter,- under English officers. The same subject 
was resumed in September in a letter to Major Felix. ‘ One 
month’s noticed he saidg would suffice to-complete u thousand- 
sowars, and they would march at the rate of 'ten eons a day 
without halts----' which would take them to -the Indus in a . 
month, via Jaisalmir.’ In October, he again wrote to the 
same correspondent on the weakness' of tbe cavalry in the 
army destined tor Afghanistan, and. proposed an-increase to ; 
that branch of the Bombay expeditionary force, .indicating 
the regiment? he would employ, and forecasting a brigade of 
dashing troopers, to be attached to which, 4 simply ass volunteer, 
or in any capacity,5 would afford him immense gratification, 
lhat he was right in pronouncing the proportion of cavalryAp 
be far too small, the experience of the campaign fully showed. 
The notification of his own eventual appointment was ex
pressed in tlattering terms by Mr. Secretary Willoughby. 
Government, in complying with his request to share in an 
expedition for which his regiment had been detailed, Could 
■not‘help feeling the great loss ’ which temporary, absence 
tram his important duties in the M&hi KAuta would occasion j



* being impressed with the high qualifications ’ which lie 
' possessed * for rendering the most valuable services ’ to the

pause on behalf of which his zeal had prompted him to come 
forward, the Honourable tire Governor in Council had‘not 
(bought it right to withhold acquiescence ’ in his wishes.

Captain Lang was appointed to succeed Captain Outram 
in the political agency of the Mabi Xhnta; and on November 
21, 1838, the latter officer embarked at Bombay on board the 
5 Semiramis ’ steamer, with Sir John Keane and suite. On the 
27th the Hnjaihri mouth of the Indus was reached 5 but the 
want of camels and boats prevented further progress for a 
considerable period. The difficulty was a real one : its im
portance made it one of those opportunities which’ men like 
Outram can instantly turn to account. Two days after 
arrival in bind,'the Extra Aide-de-Camp was.despatched on a 
special mission to dutch, to procure that assistance in land 
and water carriage which fho Amirs had failed, or been 

■f unable, to supply. On rejoining head-quarters at Gorabko, 
altar .an absence of eleven days, he was able to make a 

. satisfactory report of his work. He had proceeded by sea to 
Mandavi, from which port, after arranging for the despatch 

■ .of .boats, forage, and sheep, he had made a camel and horse 
journey 'to Bhuj, to confer with the assistant Resident, and 
visit the Jiao, or reigning prince; he had then returned to 
Mandavi and sailed, past the mouth of the H ijanm, to 
Kqrkchi. This- place was, at the time, no more than an 
ohrjfure fishing-village; but it possessed one or two wealthy 

■ native merchants, and Outram was enabled to do much
business there, and again on his way thence to camp, in 
furt herance of the transports - so urgently required. His 
return involved an unsafe journey of about ninety-five miles.
‘ l went,’ he explains, 4 without servants or baggage of any 

i kind, determining myself to go overland to camp, and hoping
, to excite confidence by displaying it in thus going totally
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R d-'~-my object being ostensibly merely to look after
it in reality also to feel the temper of the .natives, 
leavcau to ascertain' the actual .intentions of their 
Leaving Karachi soon after niidnight on December 
checl camp at 9 pan. on. the 10th, having spent 
yen hours on came'-hack. On the way lie explored, 

h a. rained city, besides scrotmising.. the country generally, and
.effecting a good stroke of transport, work. The people were

E  excited and suspicious—no wonder—but ‘ on the whole? he
4 had no great incivility to ooirpkm of, and experienced no 
difficulties of any consequence.’ It was not, however, until 

':••• * December 19 that the camels from Catch arrived :: they had 
been delayed en, route by the hostile action of Shir Muhammad, 

»' of Mii-pur, one of the lower Sind arnir# or cl:L-fsu On the
24th the force moved forward,, and reached Thafta on 
December 28.

To make our narrative intelligible at. this stage-—-and 
with future episodes of Out-ram's career in view—if will be 
well to attempt a brief sketch of our relations with the rnkrs 
of that province in which were, now encamped the troops 
forming the Bom bay column of the army of the Indus.

The Amirs of Sind were members of a Baluch family 
called Talpur. According to the territorial divisions of heir 
governments, those belonging to Khairpiir. or Upper Sind, were 
Rustam. Khan and his brother, Mubarak; those .in Huidarabaci, 
or Central and Lpwer Sind, were Nut Muhammad a ad 
Muhammad Nasir Khan, with rheir cousins-gennan, Sobdav 
and Muhammad; while Shir Muhammad of Mirplir owned 
the tracts west of the Indus. Of the three ruling branches,

1 E*tracts from Captain Outrarri’s Journal-.letters to his wife wers printed 
tor private circulation, and subsequently published under the title I ta tig h  
N o tes  o f  th e  C a m p a ig n  in  S c in d e  a n d  A fg h a n is ta n  h i 1838-1). We shall have 
further oecaston to quow sparingly from these unpretending but graphic and 
interesting diaries.



member, personally, mo&f■ hostile to British influence. Our 
knowledge of these chiefs originated in our knowledge of 
their predecessors; hut time had worked a change, amt 
passive relations of reciprocal benefit had been converted 
into a one-sided activity- bn our part, which caused the new 

■ generation of Talpurs to regard the Aolglo-Sindi alliance as a 
sort of inconvenient incubus. There is a formidable blue- 
book, containing the 4 Correspondence relative to Sinde,’ from 
1838 to i 843, whicli '’OTumences w'iUra treaty of four articles 

1 - dated August 22, 18,0.9. By this treaty', the. contract!og
, , parties'were jointly pledged to i eternal friendship ’ and the
_ interchange of agents,; and the less powerful of the two ' A.
: signatories was pledged to'. the mot# ’powerful not to allow

' the tribe of 1 he Frea''h ’ to be established .in Sind. Eleven 
years later A second tnjaty was concluded, much to the. same 
effect, but with no specification of European ! tribes/ In 

i 3.832 we renewed and somewhat amplified our written en-
gagements with Mir Murad Ab", the then, sole responsible chief 

■ Haidarafead ; and mik! a Separate treaty with the »State 
of fvhsiirpui—- vowing tetenial friendship ’ with it,: closing for 
over 4 trie eye of covetousness ‘ to its good things, and yet

■ receiving1 from if, for <»ir merchants, Ihe'-tish' of the river •
l Indus and roads of Bind, Then followed & ‘ commercial
! treaty’ with Haid'arabad in 1834.; and a treaty of two
■ articles with Mirs Nor Muhammad and Muhammad Nash
j Khan, sons of Murad AM, in 3 838. This last instrument
,S was short but significant. It provided for the mediation of
i ' the British Government in adjusting differences between the

•’ ' Amirs of Sind, and the Mahar&ju Banjit Singh; and the
. residence of an accredited British Minister at the court of

Haidaratnsd, with liberty to the. Amir to send an agent to our 
court in return. The nature of the mediation to; be effected

i



1 is apparent in a later treaty ot mcr • mm* and man m u
articles, concluded between; the British 'G-ovemmeat, Banjit 
Singh, and Shah. Shuja til Mulk, of which the sixteenth 

, - ' article Iithus-expressed-;—
£Shah. Shuja ul Mulk agrees .to relinquish, for himself, his 

.heiis and successors,..all- claims'.of supremacy, and arrears of 
tribute, over the country now held by the Amirs of Sind 
(which will continue to belong- to the Amirs .and their 
.successors in perpetuity), on condition of the payment to 

■■ liirT1 hy the Amhs of such, a sum as may he determined, 
.under the mediation of the British Government; 1,500,000 . 
rupees of sue a payment being made over by him to 
Maha.aja JKanjit Singh,; On these payments being com- 

>«■ ; picked , . „ the customary interchange of letters and suitable 
presents between the Maharaja, and the Amirs of Sind shall 
bo maintained as.heretofore/

In July J 838 — or exactly one month after this treaty was 
done at bahor-- Colonel Pottmger, the resident in Sind, 

was instructed that the minimum of the sum which the 
Amirs would have to pay in. conformity with the article 
quoted, might certainly be estimated'at twenty lacs of rupees f 
(2OOfQO0l.) j that they must be made sensible of the advan
tage of at once coming, to terms ; and that in the event of 
fliefo declining to meet the wishes of the British Government 
and accept British mediation, they must be prepared for an 
o, ,,.up, i turn of their frontier town of ShiMrpur and adjacent 

.. . .; country, and other such measures as the. Shah might event-
. . . ually determine to adopt.

need not here enter into the story of this tribute. 
How- it originated* and what were the - circumstances of its 
•abandonment and revi val, are matters which belong rather to 
tin hi.toiy of the period than to a separate biography; so 
also the righ| we had to mediate between Sikhs and Siidis 
and Afghans, to the gain of one and prejudice of the other, ’ ’



vrliei! our own .interests were at the root of the whole pro- 
■ cech.re. It is enough for our present purpose to know that

tlje -Resident 'exercised the discretion vested in him, to defer 
1 making the ungracious communication to the Amirs; m d' ' ‘
t tbat tdie eIiaP% of accidents in which their enlightemnent

on 011 r [ne^ y  intentions is recorded, contains many evi
dences of intrigue and ill-will in active operation against us.

. -* ' j ' 1 ' . ■ ' - ■; .
; 1 ,Sucb being the state of affairs on the arrival of the
! . Bombay division at the mouths of the Indus, it 'is not 8Ur-
; ■ l)nf;ing that obstacles were thrown 5u the wav of its progress

to join the Bengal forces mmlng, towards Afghanistan : and 
that the services of Sir John Keane’s extra Aide-de-Cump 
were put in requisition for special duty at Thatta, as. they 
had. been seven weeks before, when. he Llenteujmt-Oeneral’s 

:f' xirii. tors wt'.vc IQ'w(•,>1* down tdhc riv$r\ ■
On this occasion, however, the question' was not one of 

boats, camels, or commissariat,, but of a new and detailed 
treaty. Outturn was associated with lieutenant Ristwiek, 
the assistant resident, in a mission to the court of Haidar*- 
bad’ ihe particulars of which may be gathered from a 

’ perusal. of the published instructions addressed by the
resident to the former officer. In Colonel Pottinger’s letter 
to Mir Nur Muhammad the names of both emissaries are 
mentioned ; but it is not clear that any distinct duties wove 
assigned to each, nor indeed that the association of a second 
delegate meant more than that a great military authority 
having appeared 01*. the scene, his dignity required a repre
sentative tit any formal visit to be paid to the local darbdr 
The draft treaty was of twenty-three articles, and besides 
toe usual declarations of peace, and amity,; and ‘-perpetual 
enjoyment 1 of present possessions, It provided for i British ’
military cantonment at Thatta; the part .payment h y u *
Amn-s of our troops permanently quart-red in Sim (aa’these
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Add ‘derive such -vast advantages ’ from their 
the protection of Sind from all foreign aggression, 

unconditional aid of the Sind army if found 
>y the British Government. Lest the Amir should 
; all the benefits .contemplated', in. this purposed.; 
ling, Xur Muhammad's. particular attention was 
he obvious' intention that the two . (toveciiments 
ally become one3; and it was. pointed, out to him 
ealbh about to ‘ flow into binds from the British. 
>ned in it,’ and which would ‘ give .employment to 
of the people of the country,’ must, ‘-'cause a vast 
i the; revenues from the demand for 'grain, -and- 
r article of consumprion,* and would * bring ■ mer

chants from every quarter to settle in the country.'1 The 
later opinions of both Lieu t e nant East;wick2 and Captain 
Outram on the Sind question, are suggestive that either the 
sympathy of these officers with the views of their Govern- ■ 
merit must at this .early period have been half-hearted, or 
that their -acquaintance with the merits of the case before 
them wits as yet imperfect.

The steamer -conveying to the seat of native government 
the representatives of British power, civil and military, was 
•twice aground on the -first, and twice again on the -second 
day after leaving Thatta. Such occurrences represented too 
closely the normal condition of the classical Indus to have 
the character of ill omen. On the third-clay the opportunity 
was afforded to the passengers to visit the village of Jeraky
•since the head-quarters.-of a deputy collector; and, on theA, m p .. . ■ “. A ' * 1 1 bjtV j » " , 1 If ,.

LSee S m d e  C o n rsp o i'- 'e v c e , 183B-184S ; presented to both Hoaxes of 
Parliament by command of Her Jrlajesty, 1843.

2 For tfaiiy years, as Captain \V. J. Tlastwick, a prominent member of die 
■Directorate of the East India Company, and of the Council of the Secretary of 
State for India. This able an-i upright -public servant became one of the most 
active champions of the despoiled Amirs of Sind—a hearty ally, in the cause 
of justice, of Ins life-long friend James Out ram.



,y morning of the fourth, the anchor was cast on the river .
bank at a point some three miles distant; from Haidaralad,

• ' During the Voyage, Out ram’s keen eye, as we mil her from
' his diary, was searching out. the; military'• features, of the e

' country. A deputation .from the Amirs attended to welcome 
the new arrivals; .but it was not until the afternoon of the 
following day that the mission was received by the three

; 1 ,  ' ,  ' ' 1 ' t  ! 1 . .  . .  'joint '.rulers, '.Mm* Muhammad, Muhammad Nash, and 
Mahahimad Khan. The fourth,; .Mir \Sobdar Khan, owing 
to indisposition Of some sort, was absent. Out ram had not 

. been idle"in the interim, for he had ridden to the town, and 
nearly round the walls of toe fort, and, in spite of insulting 
abuse received on passing the Balucb .camps; had effected a 

. double reconnaissance:- of the several approaches to these 
points. At the reception -the; chiefs were outwardly polite, 
and displayed much cordiality, moribus tads, towards the 
British officers; and they readily discussed with them the 
subject of the treaty. But the behaviour of :the .Babich 
soldiery and many general indications of hostility observed 
outside the durbar-room, were such as to nece skate a 

' demand for explanation; and so unsatisfactory was the 
reply, that Eastvvick and (Hurun had no alternative but. to 
re-embark without waiting for akecond'interview.- An.-afci&ek 
upon their, small 'detachment of sixty-nine men was'averted 
only by its- remaining on the alert throughout the night-.

. The promised answer as to acceptance or rejection, of terms 
offered had been deferred ; but a verbal message, to the 

. • effect that, the treaty would be sent back, was brought on 
the fourth day by the native agent in our employ The 
envoys rejoined Sir John Keane’s head-quarters at- IJerak, to 
which place the troops had advanced from Thatia. Their 
report, and the intelligence received in other quarters, 
indicating possible aggression on the part of the Sind 
: Baluchis, led to the request-for a military demonstration of
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our strength from the notth, where the comma ntter-hir 
chief, 'Sir Henry Fane, had pitched his ohmp, and where 

;■ Major-Honeral Sir Willoughby Cotton was* preparing to cross.
■ the Indus at the head of 9, Bengal division. The eonstruc--

' iion of a bridge,of boats on either side of the' island .-off,
'Bakhar, to facilitate the passage of -an army from the left 

V;; bank - of the river at .Bohri, was not a matter of instant 
; : accomplishment. And as it happened that the requisition .

■ ■ ' for aid in Central Sind came;at a season, when progress was 
suspended on this .account, compliance, was willingly given, 
Accordingly, the major-general had himself marched' a. 
portion of the Bengal force as far as Kandi&a, about a third 
of the way to Haidarabad, when a dispatch from Sir John t 
Keane caused him to counter-march .his men, and return to /  
their starting-place. The prospect had brightened, A 
charge 'had come over- the. minds . of the'Amirs; they had 
accepted' the treaty ; friendship had been .renewed; and 
tM Bombay division was in full movement up the river. 
Whether this result was owing to the .military demonstration's, 
and occupation of Karachi by the naval and reserve forces, 
or to Colonel Pottmgeds ..diplomacy, or to all combined, we 
need m 1 stop to examine. .

Although Ontram does not appear to have taken any 
prominent part in' the brief diplomatic discussion at Haidar- 
abftd, Lieutenant East wick doubtless felt the advantage of 
having at bis elbow so worthy a coadjutor. On return to bh 
Jcrak, work 'was found for him of another kind. He was .

. sent out by the general with fifty Puna horsemen, to scour
the jaiujal and make ft reconnaissance along the road about.

. to be traversed by the troops. When, this task was achieved, • .
he took some six or seven hundred camp-followers to assist 

’ ■ In tracking the boats laden with stores,, still working up the :
stream from Thatt'a, and closed his day’s labours by bringing 
in all to wit bin one: mile of the camp landing-place, with '■



* ^tikirgfih,’ or forest, in which'- the bodies of three officers - '
of i]^  Qwecn’y .Royals had been discov.ued the previous day,

- ' aud oi satisfying himself that the’ deceased must have lost 
’ - ,v way and perished in the Jlane.-, without being able to

■ get dear o! thnjangal, On the second day all the. boats '
were brought abreast of tbo encampment: and the upward 
march commenced on the rl»v fbilowino ■ ' ,'

Thp Bomh*> Vision <>r tiio army of the Indus 1 roke
■ . ground from Jontk on February. 3, reaching Jvotri in two

?uar‘hi‘fy The position of this station on !|J( right Uuik "■
of the Wver,. .almost immediately opposite to Haidarabad,

. reudeted it a, uu.hra.bie half. Advantage was taken of the
.-.fy d -comparatively peaceful aspect of affairs to permit officers” ' ‘

mdfv certain Testricliona, to visit the capital. , . -(minim 
attached Imnseb to a partj cnUMsung of tlu ( hief onginory, 
liu‘ commanduidi, and brigade-major of artiUmv. and- -other

■ seieuliffc officers appointed to make close exumimu ion of 
tiie city, its fort, and environs. It was with no small

- satisfaction that he found the plan, sketched dining his
■ diplomatic mission,- certified: as run «:<■*, in every respect
. while the modi of attack which, he had proposed to the’ 

commander-in-chief was pronounced to be the most ju
dicious that could be nih'pteih

Thrt ‘‘ c% 8 were at Sehv m. to give time for the ' '
whole force to clear the Lakhi and during these
the comraander-dn-ohief, Sir 'Henry' Fane, '.arrived' '.in- the

‘ "mp. Fou-i the foiva nn.vod to S kW  b, lie Lathi 1 m ,  traversing 
tpo rocky spur of thttfmiaoj.- overhanglm; the Indus. With the. natund 
obstacles prosBiitod at, tin8 stage of -ho imar ;h, tin presage of artillciy- was no 
simple matte. Owing to the enoeoaelijn&Rte of the river „ f cojisecme-

' sii“  <* Ujs k*bk the has, of th» hfo, it had become n^sarv to make 
VOL, I. - M > ....



immediate ne.ighbouvhood, on. his n own ward route to -Bom-
bay, 0u ’^ |  y a* ™ pê jor̂ i

hots< s, Ivfote - r e ^  o-^ . jh e  d -

■ loiij/osive oi its progress from the Hujamri month of the' yey; 
Ji id us to Thatta, t.he Bombay division had marched botch; 224 

’ miles in Sind, up to Selhwan. ikur juir, where Mr., Alae- tyy. 
K:i,;hi effit die envoy with Shall Shuja ul dm had. taken' up

With little exception j snohag pro -knted by the r i ver-reach I ng 
. spur of the Lakhi hills, the country was sandy, low, and flat, 

ilVul the monotonous ,banu*tei of the scenery, though
p le a s a n t ly  varied'by extensive wheat-fields and. other culti- ...:
vated land, was insufficiently relieved by village and forest.

.1' I',/;h: ' H ot weather, acting up>n this- meu.ii i-ny, would nahmdiy ;
have a depressing effect upon new-comers ; but wberf 
Sehwan was left on February 23, tfiere were yet two or 
three weeks to intervene before the actual setting-in of 
Sind heat,. On February 28, at a point where the upward 
direction of troops and t ravellers would - urn inland from the 

■.hy . vhlyf'i yiyffio:
i\ practical way vd’tv the higimr ascent. By the skill and labour ©t tho 
engineers and taair Asmst-mte, the difficulty ww overcome in an mm-edibly

I
-. g]̂ or.t time by of a. 1 zig&ag jjatli cut out of and built upon t«0 almost; .■

perpOTrilichlur teo  of tlm b in / h3.:dd'hhk •"ri;id!y:h . ; •



', . ■ bank of the river, Outrmu was m\ n.md by Sir John Koano
to start itumed tafoly for Shikrtrpur, and hold personal .coin- 
nnmicalkaa with the envoy, .fhose orders were received 
at midday, and the recipient was at burkhana, more -than 
tflirty mil k off, in the evening, Resting there for the 
night, he left at nine the next mornirg, with the f\yo cameh 
on 'which he had accomplished the greater part, of the 

day’s jo»tney, and t mu-bed his destination at 
h) a. long; and weary .forty miles, though the 'distance
would have been nothing to a wcU-moumt?d rider. He vas 

I .heartily welcomed by Mr. MiacNaghten, whom he found
at- table with his assistants,- Major Todd and Captain 
Macgregor.

The,'precise object of his minion is m 1 stated by Oat-nun 
in the pages of Ms printed' joiirhal. That if related, 
however, in some way to commissariat arrangements, may 
be inferred from the fact that the available Bengal officers 
vested with the responsibilities of that department, were 
summoned to the envoy’s tent on March % to furnish e-ri vin 
information required, by Sir John Keane: and he was abv 
to report tint the result of the meeting was ,* much more 
favourable in some-respects than he had expeel* dJ ()n the
s.-ime afternoon it had been arranged tied the Bombay 
delegate was to be -presented to Shah Sluga. His Majesty 
was so overcome by the heat that he sent to request a 
transfer of the scene of reception from the formal audience 
chamber to the place oi -evening promenade. Thither’ 
accordingly went the -British officials, Remaining on horse
back while the king, sitting in a native ta k J n - r u w lv . or 
lifter, coni versed with them, they were not detained for a 
long interview. Hu tram noticed f ho custom, approved by -, 
our authorities, to approach and leave I,lie Shah with much ■ 
ceremony, as wed as the scrupulous observance of prescribed 
etiquette men lea led by the envoy in our outward relations

M 2
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But apart from the'journal or. hisi own writ mgs, we gather

£»"'• . obtain,' if possible,, through Mr. . MaeNaghten’s agency, a
krgb number of camels; to supply theWaids. of the eom-:, 
Tnancler-in-ehief, in whose camp the mortality among baggage 

I ■. animals had. been, seriously felt, bo grave, mdo.fu, neen
f l o « 4, that it was reported impradbiable to move the . 
wh.ole Bombay division 'to the Bdm without ,a further ro- • 
mforcoment, The arrangement proposed for attaini ng this 
Mtft was complicated, Ami Us sneers depended on the dip- 

• . lcmatic adroitness of the procedure adopted,, Bet .us see what ••
light has been already throve on Hm situation. ■ . .

‘ The seif-complacency of his'-Majesty, and the oftBiut 
■ dignity of the Envoy/.'-writes the author of the: ‘ Memoirs of 

, . Colonel OutmoV ,Services (1853),' .quoting iu part ibm 
JCaye, ‘had been so seriously offended by um contempt tbs 

■ their unsoldierly levy which Sir .Willoughby Cotton na-
' clisguisedly evinced, and Sir John-Keane barely affected to . ,

' conceal, that Civ William MacNaghteu, assuming a high tone, 
had ii CKed on a pivudnent place being given to the Shah ’ 
i jj (Be approaching operation$. And the commander-in-chief 
b mI c'lg.mt. r wm- fur avoiding a rupture with the Uritiso 
PlenipoUmt jury- He therefore r solved to go through the 
form of offering a thousand oMuV own insufficient herd of 
cm aiefs tor the use of the contingent ; hut. he determined, 

a the same time,-that, the -reverse. arrow f/eraent should he
carrdd out, if  by skilf ul m-o'CM. jeoien-t it could lie effected.’

C'CCK i >utrarn, we -ire fur the* told, performed the duty m m tided 
to him with a success beyond even the anticipations "■ - tia .. 
chief, who received, from .the envoy ta  supply of camels



more than doable in number tlnnse ho had offered for * ho, use /
of the Shah h emit in grid /

Y)YY;<y PYY ■ ■ , ■ ■ fo.?■ f  ■ • ■ , , '
. : ..

It should' be mentioned that on February;; 23, or the.
day oo which Urn Bombay division loft Seii/\vanf the cavalry, 
artillery, the i3th light infantry, and three native infantry , 
regiments of the -Bengalcolumn had -marched from Shikn pm 
towards'the Bolu  ̂ mid Kandahar,, The 4th infantry brigade 
had been detained to.escort, the Afghan king, who proposed 

•-'-■■ moving' at -an early opportunity. Outran*,. having sent 'on -•„. 
his riding camels I* llf the-'distance -to' be got over, took leave 
of Mr. MnaNaghteh'sifter dinner on March S, and darted at ■

■ midnight, by palankeen, to return to Sir John Keane’s camp, 
then pitched it Larkbuua. If evidence- were needed; of the

■ favourable impression made upon i.ho envoy's mind by bis 1 - ,
energeb’c visitor, none better could be adduced, than the 

1 , written application for transfer of the latter',-, services to his
i wn special mission, .hieh had reached the <rhief before the ■ .

y,;fe A, IJ.0. himself, But the offer was thankfully and respectfully ■
'.declined-'on the honourable ]»leaof umviliingness to leave the

, army while there was prospect of active employment in its.;
' ■ ranks. That ho was1 useful to the lieutenant-general, even 
. in his every-day capacity, has already been demonstrated.

' .How again, on return to head-quarters, his tact and firmness 
were remarkably evinced in bringing to order some refractory 
camel-men from Outch. 'These camp-foilOwer--' struck work, 
positively refusing to advance a' step further ; and. .Outram 
was despatched to 'quell the mutiny. Assembling; all, to the 
rrn tuber of two or three thou sand, he selected twenty of the 
most 'influential of their jamaddts, and 'marked them off in

■ . confinement, hi then,’ he: writes in his journal,4 ordered the
remainder to fake on their camels under the - sruveillanen of 
a body of horse; but they refused. Having warned them, 
without effect, that we could be trifled with no longer, and
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■  of my determination to flog them all round unless they 
complied, I was under the necessity of tying up one and 
giving bin. #i dozen lashes; a second succeeded, and a third 
—who got four dozen, he having been observed checking the 
rest whe n they began to shew symptoms of giving in. This 

a AaaA- had the dee-hod effect; they promised obedience- in future,
8  and took out the camels to graze. On their return in the1

evening, they were again must-wed, and tohl that they should 
remain under snr,mllanc-c, unless such of the Catch jw in a d d rs  
as had been faithful throughout should pledge themselves 
for their good conduct. The required pledge having been 
given, they were sent to (.heir duty.’ '.those ja m a d a r z  v.ho 
had been placed in. coxifinemeut were, not released at once* 

y . as further security seemed requisite for .* heir future behaviour; 
but on the day after the example had been made, the 
mutineers were ■ quite obedient’ ■■

A detitchinen1 of the Bombay troops, consisting of i-t. M.yj 
171h and 2nd regiments .of foot, .proceeded burn Barkhun 
towards G ind&vr.. in the Ktd/b State, on March 11. The

-  - r  . v  •

commander-in-chief and staff,, with horse, arid]cry, the 1st 
Bombay cavalry, and; a wing of the 10th native infantry followed ,
on the'13th i<i« *n. After three /bort stages, each averaging 

. Thirteen .-inlies, and a long march across the desert of thirty 
miles, Outrem was despatched on a new mission to the envoy, 
then in camp with Shah Shtija. Riding- all night on a tired' 
camel and, for . half mhe distance, - quite alone, through a a/-. 

AAS*AAA’ country of abandoned grain-fields and protective watch- 
towers—frequented by Balueh plunderers, who evinced their 
hostility by murdering every stranger—he reached (iandava 
(fortv-one miles) late in the- morning. Thence, on the 

. following day, March Id, .he continued his route to Bugh 
a (forty-five miles)1 upon a pony lent him by the comioissariat 

aAAÂ A' ' officer,; escorted by bm Armed Baluchii- entertained for the 
journey. Here he fell in with Mr. Macllaghten, ami com-’

■
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| rnunicated to him the objects of his. coming, vet riming on i he
l&th to. €teud&ya, aud rejohung Sir J<yh^ 'i 'anjok,

I intelligence that his Excellency had resolved upon pushing
cm with, a small escort to 'D&lar, ilverc to meet the Shah, 
and accompany his Majesty and the British officers wit h him

accounts from Sir Willoughby Colton were to the effect that 
the head of hit. column WagNvithhi one march of 'he top of 
pi? Pa-«, ami that if was expected no oppo-i (ion would he 

' offered in its prog fells before arrival at Kandahar;
General Willstnro was nominated to command the 

< Bombay division of * he aim v pf1 ; he l'ndps but it was ;,-.
not. to .lose the presence, of On train, though attached' to the

B  personal staff, of its. late comma ruler, and doubtless preparing
to accompany him. On March SI, while riding out from ■ :

, Gandsiva lo'meet Sir John Keane, an. accident, occurred
I  which disabled him for a time from all active work, His

uor^, making a sudden turn when at speed, fell flat, on* his 
side with his rider below him : and the, none of the pelvis, 
above Ihe hip-joint, was frac.tuu'd from violent contact with ,

i;" the hilt ..of '-Ms sword, ft can .well be understood how
vexatious to him was the cordrrfewps ; hut there was 
consolation in the .reflection'that thing' might have'been 
worse. The medical officers were of opinion that the utmost

I  detention he could suffer would be for three weeks; ami ;
though he might net accompany his chief in advance, he 
could be safely carried in a palankeen- with the troops which 

» would shortly leave Handily a.
It was on March 31 that the main body of infantry in the 

Bombay di vision, with Out-ram and the dragoons, managed \ ■
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^  '' 
tenturosot j.ho [inn of count ry now so famih.i to- n s  and re- " 

;, , ' ■ corded the  events of tin match. . Pas-mig near, ■~ v amoni: the
bodies of murdered. mfiwhis and others belonging to- the  force, 
ia one 11m row defile, a t the  outlet of tlie.Bolan, he found ‘ the 

I ' ■ arising from the countless jmtrefying >'amehs drear]ful.’
V.;Nu'' did the horses . escape the, general shtferin:-. On the '

; ’ V arrivai of tb ,‘ Bombay division at. Kandahar, h was ascertained '
■ ,bnl llhoni ono hnntlred and fifty o ftho -e  of the artillery and
" 'OfOliaiy cavalry had dropped cu the nod from exhaustion.

' The surviving animals had .Suffered- much,-but, were pro-
i . nounced 1,0 he in a better state than the horses of the

■■ Bengal, army, three hundred and fifty of which hiul been
led . Prom this and former expmumec,-,, the  author of 

 ̂ ‘ Rough N otes' takes. Occasion to  rem ark on <h« .superiority,
. '  for v' (,rk and endurance, of Arab and Persian horses over stud 

*' !U"1 countl7  Iweds ; and gives the palm, in both respects also,
. . over stud-bred horses to some recent imports from th e  Cape.
| ■. The reason of his hurri(;d ride info Kandahar, broken bone ■
* ’ 1 Api'tii'lix I) ■ ' 1
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