
-t:v  /-.x w a c t s  h : i , M  y v U h w A  i  •••V') . ' '
' ■ ■ v- '■ " y.;: :'vih „ ' .V '

that they themselves vtere quite conscious ol their inability .
.....lo oppose <>' t | uifi '■ j rliftt they luul no serious intention
.fo 'of the ,-ort; and that nothing but the most, oHi'eme proceed-
. logs and forcing' them to desperation would (Mae them to .-t,.

I  4 On my arrival at Sakh.ar .on. the night'of January 3,1. .fo
was much distressed, Therefore, to learn that Sir Charles 

.. jS'upier had actually marched, **jna days previously to depose 
Mir Uustsun . . . Induced thereto by the subtle acts of Mir 

.r : . All Murad, who. ir the first place, hud promulgated:reports of y -t -/ 
the hostile intentions ami. preparations of the other Amirs 

•V' fo , » , and led the Ctenerai to address .them in a strain to 
which thevhad not been accustomed. . fo. At: the same lime 
their fears were promoted by the misrepresentation^ of Ah 

■ Mibrud as to the Uenerfd’s real intentions towards them, he
fofo'fo" ]'fo 1 i i ' t p 'V '  fo." .' r  ' t v

pretending to keep well" with us . , . to save them,• but 
■ really playing his own earths fo their rUitb Accordingly Sir .

, < diaries having. written to Mlv Sustain ,and the others to
disperse their troops and disarm their followers . , , Ali ■
Murad led Aim .Rustam to: Believe . that/, ... - our intention,
. » . was to seize his person and family. • lu that supposi
tion the old chief .was induced fo fly in one direction ; Mir 

. No,sir Khan, and Muhammad Husain in another; and Mir
'Muhammad Khan to his fort in the desert, Tinrnngafh j foaU 
these partif s being represented.at in hostile array.■ Rust,; info 
party was said to; number upwards of 2,000 warriors, daily fo.
increasing; Nasir .KbatTs about d,000; and Mir Muhammad's 
fort to be gam sound by 300 .men. Oa the flight of Mir 
Kustatn . . . the. Amirs of Upper Sind were directed to 
obey Ali Murad as JR/us, to whom was to be give® over also 

' the fourth ah ares of their territories, or the customary sup~ 
port, of iW elijefahip. This, in addition to the cession of 
Sakhar, Bakhar, and Rohr I, and all the territory bn the 
eastern side of the Indus above Eohri, which had been 
previously required by the new treaty. , ., . Such was the

fo ’ ; ; ’ #



dsb ir' ],J 'iu(;otLo v.->’ii' Ifni omented
on camels, two 24-potmder howitzers of the camel battery, 
and 60 of the Sind irregular horse, and accompanied by Ah 

■ ' Aiiirad ami si few:mounted followers! ■ ■

At. Itijf, Omram took the opportunity of submit ting to
, f 'i1 -|i lv: vi;5i 1 hh, ■ rl:' ’ :l BA.MM n f v ;: V - /'teO O/TnAn’o.' BteMMhv V' . .,■■’■ ' , ' '• ,A •• '■ '' ' -

Sir Charles Napier his views as to-what were the'real, objects
te'Wx ■ of tlin Amirs in pursuing the shuffling practice for which they

had become distinguished, and especially in the intrigues
and self-seeking of All Murad, The general, .on his side, c * . . . _

' discussed with Oufcram the course which it seemed most 1
advisable to' approve for. the better government'of Sma in -the 
future. He inclined-to the belief that a single, chief would 
be preferable to the oligarchy under which the province had

■ groaned for .se many years. Outram, while admitting die 
advantage of a powerful .And.,undivided rule, doubted thewis-.

::' doiri and d welt on the injustice 'of subverting, impoverishing,
■and rendering hostile to ourselves the feudal chiefs as then 
acknowledged ; and had no confidence in the measures which 

.All Murad would ini rod nee if placed at the head of affairs. - 
_ Bat let us revert to the pages of the journal—.

4 We marched from Diji jy 2 a . m .  on January 0. While 
1 riding with the advance shortly after, sunrise, wd met -a man

on a camel, whom I recognised as an attendant.of Mir liustam,
■ ; . tend who,.on seeing me. immediately dismounted and threw

himself at my.feet. • 1 took him aside- and asked him why Iffl 
master .had fled, . , . He replied that, having hoard of tny 

f t '  arrival, the Amir had sent him to seek me to represent Ms 
'miserable state, arid to beg my kind offices with the Oenerak 
Having ascertained from the man that, the Mirfs camp was 

- ' '■ -A ' > ■ ; ’



ijltruus'i only u fu\v miles 'iff our uuo of mutch, T went back 
t() Sir Oharlos, fold him what X had learnt, tod begged to he 

: J a ■:■ :■ ^m iitvd to go myself to Mir llnstmn to c«mm>mcut« tie- .....ye.': f y
massages of advance which ho (the General) had transmitted . . '■ ' ■
.through fAJi Murad previous to the Amirs tight, out vv.rict . : .......

figure the latter had not honestly d< Jiverod. . eg Si.
(har\*i» allowed me to go : X took wit^ me Capjwin Brown ■;. g y '^ |S  
A. 1). (■• (al Ids own request) pet two horsemen* Having to ' ■ V

... y,aSs AH Murad as X diverged Horn the road, 1 was necessi- 
taled to inform him. where I was going, and to avoid show- 

y ing mistrust 'invited his minister to accompany me, Luckily 
there was no time to precede; me with any false reports to 

’.. 'Mir Edgtam’a pktnp} otherwise the old mar would have 
' • -again, doubtless, been scared away by representafionr; t-'tud.

the Bril ish troops were coming; to attack him, it .ociug A...
■ "'■■' ' : Murad’s object to prevent a.ny direct communication between

us and his victims, and. .to promote the belief that Mir y
IhUam was only bent on hostility., f e  came upon the 

• Amids camp, at the distance of about ten miles, pitched on 
an elevated spot in the midst of jungle. On our approach., ,y ■ . v 1
being seen the utmost consternation was observable in,the 

; shouting and hastv assemblage of tiie anted followers, white 
the chiefs themselves mounted their horses to fly on the 

• V . supposition that we were the advance of a chvppao. My
liame being hailed, however, JAvas gratified to see confidence 
umoediMcly restored : the chiefs dismounted and came to 
meet me, at the same time keeping hack their Somewhat 
excited followers, 11 was embraced by them' all most • cordi
ally, and taken into their principal tent, a single fly not 1 welve 

.' feet square, in which and a few wretched rooties ; hey and 
•their families had .been expand.during the late, heavy rains.
I was (listressed to observe that Meer 'Koostom, who is seven ty- 
twoyears old, looked very much okk r and more, broken thou 
when 1 last saw h i m h e  had been, and still was unwell,

; . ' "  ■ y  : . ;

t h t l 3  ■ / r m  it  /'v . ' " o v  r o t rA 'K A u  , 3°» ;



caused, doubtless., hv - tposure and anxiety, th.- evidences of 
. which were plainly traceable on hi; benign and venerable . 

countenance. The poor old chief freely disclosed, in die 
presence of Ali 'Murad’s own minister, how basely he had been ' 

:vd:; . deceived; how he had been.driven by his brother (Ali Mm .‘.cl) .
pA',) ) to fly in dread of seizure and transportation; further, bow 

Ali Murad had pledged himself to watch, over his interest 
whilst, he iiimseif stayed >vi.f'h the British General-. I gave .' 
the old man, who expressed anxiety' to go in person to Sir 
Charles, every comfort that it was in my power;to offer $ but 
not wishing to expose him to the heat and fatigue of the 
journey in his then weak state, I said it would' suffice to 

. 'send the eldest- of the. other-chiefs to receive the fieiu-ral’s 
assurance in hi is behalf, and recommended that he should go 
oat-k with his family and followers fo Khairpur, there to await 

V - in quint mid shelter our .retmm from the expedition on which :
we. were.Engaged—the .object of which t  told the chief in 
order that he might sec Unit wo had not.been in pursuit of 
himself. After-cohvprpng-a short., time and .drinking 'sherbet- 
with the Amir, I took a cordial farewell of all the chiefs old 

. and young, and proceeded to 1 he spot fixed on for Sir Charles's 
' encampment, accompanied by Afire Ali Akbar (second son of 
Mir Rustam), and Dost .Mub.amvnad (brother of Mir Naair 
Khan); we arrived at about 3 p m . In approaching the 
General’s quarters we had to pass through All Murad’s camp, 
who seeing the chiefs with me, came forward and embraced 
them with am affected cordiality, and desired them to visit 
him on their return from the interview with Sir Charles, 
Meeting Ids visitors outside, the General took them into his 
tent, where we all sat together, oh the carpet in the absence 
of chairs. The chiefs delivered, their message, setting forth 
that Mir Rustam Khan had previously signified- his ac
quiescence to the new treaty, and was ready to sign it, and to 
submit to any'condition, that might be imposed; that he had



-ts,?.? . LArrJi'U'rs Jutoht yor/^y/t/.,

fW in consequence of it*, .having bcm represented thht, mff~
, v. w jo h si and mg the < iciL̂ ralV assurances, transportation was to 

bo f i ie lot of himself and fainijy; and more to the same Mibc 
hix Charles replied, through the Mundii, in kind words, lnr( ' 

j in the decided la&© and terais which would be addi'T-sed tp • _
Kurojjcart, rebels. The chiefs evidently considered the ituit-- 
ieV less than tire manner, and remarked moreover, that the ■

I T ^ ::'j ; : h '( « Y ’f t f y  ' t v t h ' b  f k A h r h  x . h ' v h t : ,;,h b : t :h h ' ' ,! ! . , - ..-‘. a : t  y y a k - f y .  T d d j , y '■•• f f t  • '•  1 f  • ■■;, v -y  : y - f ., t  r a ;  • / ;.■ ; y  ; ; .  . y e p .  , y  y  ■

 ̂ <Jemend.neither .referred to,- or spoloj to thorn through rn« ,
ISI1I'., which was further ÎcukU-sd to weaken their confidents I

t'nrleavour^ to remove this impression by suggesting to Sir ry
Charles, after lie h id finished, to proffer then) his hand, with 

K.j.’, a, view to show Kir- sin^rity ; and thie ho very readily did.
- v Before returning to Mir Uu.stnm tire chiefs, u&fbitguamly went

1o AH Murad, who had ;,i long conference and secret interview 
‘ yft ft with them—which ©tilled, I 'was:afterwards giieyedtio learng

h? buying- them- over to lift interests' against - those of-their f
own father, They saw Ah' Mund’s power established, and 
ih.it of, Mir Rustam gone, and ■ the 'ingrates gladly secured 
to t bonleelvofs i he pledge of the continuance of their own 
possessions, v itb an increase thereto from the rising sun: 
eonsorpientj y• (as 1 have to-day ascertained through a spy 1 , *v

into Uuslam’s camp for the purpose of ■watching uro- 
■ " ct.-edings) so tar from giving; any confidence, to the poor old

Mir, bis scheming deputies described the angry tone of the '
| hi on end, and conveyed only, as his orders, that they were ail

to proceed with their families'-to the; fort, of Diji, and there - '.ft 

remain und mMi Murad's pradod ion. ■ They also dwelt on the - 
obviously iii tie influence I had with the General, anifarpued, '

v ’ •' ..:" •.v,Vx.i --  ̂  ̂ ' / ' . - -V; , - • ' ' '  . .y  -■ ' • , . ' ' . s . ? : •■ . ; :

therefore, that no dependence could be placed on my doing 
y.f.-fifth. ■i anything for them.. Thus was. effected. AH Murad’s object . '

.■:. V in preventing the return o£ Mijr Kustam; ro his own home at 
Khaivpux . . . where if .bed been appoint,edl that all partim 
were to meet, me for the arrangement of tit© details of the

■ treaty and settlement of all differences, . . .  He'-sought ho
-. . 1 '. ’.ftMAT'.', ' ok-oft ■■*■-■ ■-■■■' . .MyMV •< 11  ̂• ;,/ ■ .

§ | g



rapacious man not being content with the whole power, and

-

here, relieve ,a decided expression would hstw convinced that '. 
yy/foy- chief, the whole effect of the measure'was annulled by the 

' termination of the letter thus :—d at least • I think that 
y would be • done/ or sonic expression to that purport, which,

B I  encouraged as Ali Murad is by.the Uniform kindness'with'
’ which the General .always treats him, while it gave t'm Amir 

din' idea cl'our object, left him the 'hope of. still effecting his , 
aim. indeed he had now/the.assurance to write a long letter, 
advocating the advantage of giving him.,the entire control."of 
the property of the State, as well ns its government--hII . 
the, oilier Amirs and chiefs to rely on him for support.

* These discussions-'occurred during our murch to Itnam- 
garb, where we arrived on '-January 'll. ■ Mir Muhammad 
Khan, who, never had an id a; > of opposing us (ns had been 
represented), of course fiction hearing of om march from 
Diji, leaving nothing, in. the-' fort, but a little ' 'grain, 'and. a 
large quantity of powder which had apparently been stored

S S IIIS S S i'iM
. \ ■■ ■ . ' ■■ ■ sfe ,

f'ty.v . ,  ■ . *; 1 i ,

drive ^her A m i r s c o m m i t  by acts of



- j-ir..1. ' ' ' " r ' ' 1 ^''-r nnuic
: . v good our march with a .detachment of arliihry, infantry, and 

. liorso, sufficient to take the place when it go! there, il war,
very evident we flight very vamly have been prevented, 
reaching it, by filling the few scanty cutchfj, wells at our

■ ' ' halting places iu flic «l» ,,ut. dbe demolition of this fort wdl , , ",
ahio desiroy.the confidence of ihu chiefs <>f both Upper and 
Lower Sind in their other desert sfcrttogholda, such. as Shall- 

■ garb, Ummdmt, and others.
4Tue disfemee from ihji to Ixnaingarh measured very 

nearly eight} miles, which we had made in seven .marches
i ...the first three- through, thick jungle, and a not very bad

read, the remandng four through an ocean of loose sand hills
■ * sometimes vdify high ana steep, over which we had much 
- , difficulty in taking the gun.? (two 5t4-pounder• howitzers of

.the owned battery), hatigue parties ofinfantry 'were, eon- 
staidly required to drag these up the ascent, although some- 
times 25 camels were yoked to each besides. During the 

. ■iStli, 1-lth, and lot.Sr, die detachment halted, while the 
. sappers, wore occupied in blowing up the fort, in utterly 

:: destroying which ah the, powder fhiud in the place (7,000
.' pounds); was expended.

* During cur stay n(... lmam.g»rh a confidential Munshi 
arrived Irom Mir Rustfiui,.charged witli aJ&sf appeal to the .
Creaera.1 (as he communicated to me verbally on the evening 

v of his arrival, when too late to present him). During the 
night AU Murad’s .minister, All Husain, got hold' of the 
man, and bought him over to Ms master’s (interests. Next
morning X ascertained thas, they were occupied together 
fov upwards Of an h o u rth e  result was the delivery ot’aieue.r 

V O L , {, - X



of a very different purport, more calculated. to irritate t h.t r. to 
, conciliate, thefictitious document 'having W n -substituted

. .for the real one by inserting it within, the. .cover to.which,..
• Mir-Rust am’s seal was; attached,' Fortunately f had obtained 
rt due to the, villainy that was going on, and warned Sir 
i harlet of jt prior;to the receipt of the letter, which, accord- 
ingly he estimated as it deserved.

‘ ‘ On the night of the 15th, l departed from Iraarngarh for 
Diji y-en route to Khan pur, to prepare for the meeting 'of tha 

C ‘hiefs of Upper.'; Sind, and Wakils of the Amir', of .Lower 
Sind, which had been fixed for the 25th, and determined 
to make one more, effort to save Mir Itu.-frni, 1 made, 
a detour to his camp (which still con tinned where I had 

, left it) and arrived there about 10 a .m . The,old chief
and, all about him received me very civilly, and appeared 
grateful for 1 he trouble I tool? o/A ■ their account, but 
their confidence in me was evidently much shaken. The 
corrupted MunsKi (who had returned from the General *s ;
camp'had doubtless'.aided those previously in AH Murad’s „ "j 
interests in misrepresenting my rear feelings--and their 

.suspicions, consequently, that I was in sin cere m my £ri<. odiy 
professions, were further confirmed when \ declared to the Mir, 
in order that no unfounded hopes should be raised, that it 
was not in my power to alter the arm.ngemer.ts which had 
already been decided by the Governor-General, u-. the term:- ' .
of the ro w treaty, arid the elevation of, and pledges to Mir 
Aii Murad ; but I said it was my desire to settle all details, 
and the arrangement of the territory that remained, as much 
as possible, fairly towards all parties. The, Amir then re
marked, “ What remains to be settled ? Our .means 5of 
livelihood are takenadding, “ Why am I noi to continue 

-yV:;t Mis for the short time I have.to live? ” '
“ He gave we a' sort of vague promise to follow me in 

two or three days to TChairpur, but at the tim e appeared spy

"  306 ' JAMES ■ !«**• ' : •



1 utb. ■ \  l> ■ 1)1 i V './.i
couple of Balueh horsemc fr *

31 was, perhaps, iv the brief interval after meeting at 
'Oiji, and before ceding' out far the deserf-fort at Imamgarfc, ■ '
io .which we bate already referred, that the marked difference 
of opinion on Hind politics between Sir Olsarles IVapier and 
Major 'Ontratn first found expression; and that the germs

K ; '.appeared of a con iroversj which, to whatever extent developed 
m later years, was unfortunately never, at any subsequent 
lime, exhausted in manuscript or printed volum.es. Amid.' 
the many srUitemcads and count erfrtatemertts addressed to the 
public by (he principal? it: this paper-war and their adVo- 
cates, there might be no serious diilfrult-y In seeking out the 

; tfe id ati* issues., but no muter ml object would" be. gained m tiro 
process, and there h manifest harm in needlessly reviving 
an ungracious theme» Nothing could have been of brigh ter 
augury than the first, Impressions mutually derived at 
SukKar in the autumn of 1842. • * Our acquaintance has 

■ ■; been, very. short,,1 then Wrote Sir Charles to the younger 
ofpeor, with that generous .frankness' for which he-.Was 
remur'cable, 'bu t ! trust it will continue long. I assure you 
that the higii opinion which, I everywhere heard expressed of 

'.your character befere .I had the pleasure of your acquaintance,
. hits been more than confirmed in my mind during the few v ~

days we have served 'together; and L only regret that we did .
: not meet at, a room early period ami in the field. Believe 
roe when 1 say that wherever you may be, ray best wishes and 
sincere respect and friendship will follow.’ ■ Outram’s openly 
avowed admiration of rise general has been already noted in

f d
;■ -y'' ,1 ■ bfefr'lbfb.fr;. : 'IfejfrV'-'fe" y: ,i fr.frf ' ; Vfr '.'a, bfr-fr

frv fea lb m  fefrbrvviv 'tfr'C fr.' , , t'yenfrv .yfri;
vfr " ■'; " p  •) f r ■* * t, , „ * 1 . ,ii ,. . It, ,r : , Vai-

v ' ' ' . . . ' .  „  . v < j »  "  ,  v  ' ■
V?  . . . . ■ • .



B
. f A M B S  O U T  H A M .

cha pier. But his letter to h?s mother dated 
i3, is more to the -point still, It ww. addressed, • 
h, at the close of the week’s march they had 
'er a desert country; and after that each ihust 
is mind to the other in personal conversation 
>f ■ the work they had undertaken: 
aot know where -to.look for the place whence 
. ,, so .1 .must." explain that it is a small

a the midst; of the desert, about 100 miles 
eastward of south' of IChairpuV, the capital of 
i stronghold where the chiefs of Sind are in 
iking refuge when, in rebellion or pressed, by 
i. . . . I found, on joining the Generaj, that . 
jsd into the. field by hostile' indications m  the 
mirs, and, that he had been encamped in - the 
of Khairpur some days before my arrival. . » - 
nod sufficiently on my voyage up the Indus, 
and by previous .experience of these people, 
instigated to feeble attempts'to- arm by mis- 

id with a view to defence rather than any idea 
fively: and, as my duty is peace-maker, I  hope.
:© happiness to bo insimmefttaT towards pre- 

o „__. My present chief Sir Charles Napier, is 'fortu
nately sc good and kind-hearted it man that he never would 
drive the Amirs to extremity so long as he could prevent 
bloodshed, and I myself am satisfied that all will be quietly 
settled . , he and I are equally anxious to prevent war
fare, We shall be hack at Khairpur about the 20th instant, 
•when,' I doubt not, the chiefs will combine to arrange matters 
amicably. . . , .After arranging with the Upper.Sind Amirs ■ 
T shall have to go to Haidawbad to effect a settlement with 
those of Lower Sind: so I fear my calculation of going home 
in the .March steamer is wrong, and. that I cannot, at any_. 
rate, get away before April. In the meantime I am very im-



comfortably situated, having brought nothing up with me 
btit a few edits of clothes, in the determination not to stay in 
thir country. .My position as subordinate, where formerly I 
was supreme, is very grating; but of course I must suppress 
all such personal considerations in a sense of public duty ; 
neither do 1 con)plain, or work less zealously than if I were 
as formerly. Indeed it would be most ungrateful to Sir 
Charles Napier were I to do otherwise; for he is most load 
and considerate.,*

On January 20, Outrani proceeded to Khairpur, and 
there lie found the. "vVakils of the Lower Sind Amirs; but 
no representative on the part of those of Upper Sind was in 
i«> tend,u we except Ali Murad’s minister, who had accompanied 
him.,- That Amir himself remained with Sir Charles, and 
must have been well pleased to be rid of an English officer 
who, with full knowledge of Sind affairs, had such good cause 
to suspect and scrutinise his acts. We need not now pause to 
inquire to what extent the non-fulfilment of Outranks wish 
to bring about an . interview between the General and Mir 
Rustam is to be attributed to the scheming of this ambitious 
younger brother. Certain it is th it the old chief, impelled 
to destruction, under some strong and secret influence, fled, 
and became confound id with our enemies. January 25, the 
last day allowed to the futigive Amirs for submission, passed 
away without, the appearance in the British camp of any of 
the parties, either personally or by .proxy. r . '

About this period, Outram was informed through Sir 
Charles Napier that the Governor-General had fixed his 

; .salary, -as ‘Commissioner’in Sind, at 1,500 rupees (150?.) per 
mensem. He. acknowledged the intimation, in the following 
non-official letter

•• .My dear Sir Charles,—I have, to-day, received your letter 
forwarding that- from Goteniibadnt fixing my salary at. 1,500

■■ ' '
i i [y |p  Mir̂ || S  pl|§i ? *  ̂ |||||



rupees per isam So £ 1 unnut at the atrioui

ag nit- hi Guy.erat ̂ ycura ago,: from ulurU 1 vm- hoitsf ;ud to

11 i ,deserve so much, for, in tech > have boon u: J:te to effect' .
anything as conunisskmcn* as yet, and see little prospect of : '

* Whatever may 1 . sn. private objections to .receiving what 
■ possibly might he construed as a peomiary favour,? |  musty 

V without reference to any personal feelings Whatever, abshiin
t. :ig ; / -from accepting public money which 1 have not earned. I ' 

beg you vrj.ll not be annoyed with me, therefore, for. declining 
to t-ake advantage of the authority to draw ssdary m fr .Com
missioner/’ or rather th e salary assigned to me personally not 
being that which commissioners in India enjoyt

‘Pray do not suppose that 1 purpose officially objecting 
to receive the money, or that I purpose-'.taking any notice' 
whatever of the matter: I merely purpose allowing the half- 
sheet of Government foolscap to remain a dead letter—or, 
rather, I have destroyed it, that 1 might not be tempted 
hereafter to make use of it.

‘ I shall simply draw my. Captain’* pay in the held to which 
I have an undoubted right without being beholden to any.
I am too glad of the honour of your friendship and confidence 
to require or wish for further advantage so long as I continue 
with you. i shall defer - sending this lei.ter, however, until 
you dispense with my services, lest it should induce you to 
do so one day sooner ten, you otherwise intended,

K
 4 1 am, &c. &<•. ..&c,

‘ (Signed) J. Outkam/

1 The political agents monthly udafy in .Sind, and Baluchistan was 3.250 
rupees (3261.)

- The following note was Outrun's own on the record This has no 
. -.allusion to j-<iy-dismissal from office of course, btifc to ah accusation from ..Ms. ..- 

Lordship of political dereliction from veracity which was not wididrawn, 
although tfio refutation was received, and was unanswerable.

Hraflp' ■ ' - s'. * ' , ' lU , , ■■■'■' 1 - E-i,”C VjV-.m.
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r
le‘ngtheDMl iut«rconrle, and 'he the
General’s permission to remove to the city of \hat name, in 
thi. hope of adjusting matters .by personal interference. In 
another letter to Sit Charles jJfripier, bearing the precise, date 

. ' that declining the salary,, will be found the following

■ {I  am sorry to confess myself a: luble entirely to coincide in 
your views, either as respects-.the policy hr justice of, at least 

■ so suddenly , overturning the patriarchal govern merit. to which
alone Bind has, been accustomed, . * . I say patrfwrokQl, for, 
however we .may despise the Amirs as inferior to ourselves, 
either in morality or expansion of intellect, each chief 
certainly lives with, an.d for, his portion of the per pie j and 
T question whether any class of the people of Sind, except the 
Hindoo traders . , , would prefer a change to the best 

: government we could give them, . . .
' .‘ The specific X advocated was, affording protection to the 
trading classes who should seek to locate in the bazaars of 
our cantonments, and refuge to the serfs as. cultivator;-, in the 

, - proposed ShikAipoor farm (obtained on 'lair terms of purchase).
I was sanguine that the more force of example,; which the 

. . .  prosperity of our bazaars and flourishing state of our farin' 
must have afforded to the neighbouring chiefs, would have., 
censed them, from motives, of self-interest, similarly to pro
mote trade—consequently to cherish their Hindus and foster 
agriculture—and consequently, again, to improve the stofce of 
the serf. The facility of obtaining protection, under British



sillier theappem-ome or reality of lujudue.
4 I t grieves roe to say tbafc my heuxf̂  and the judgment 

.(rod has given me,-Unite in condemning'.the mog.suxes.we are 
carrying out for Ms Lordship 'as .most tyrannical- positive 
robbery. I consider, therefore,, that every life which may 
hereafter be- lost in wnse^ueneo will be a murder, and I 
cannot but think that the sudden revolution - we seek to 

" effect is as little called for by necessity, as unjustifiable hr 
: ' . facf. : ...' 1 ||

* Until we entered iSind, I verily believe all classes in the 
country were as happy as those under any government in 
Asia. The- amity with which four rulers at -Haidamhad, 
aiid four at Khairpur, acted together, was dwelt upon by all. 
who visited thes3 countries with wonder und admiration.

■ Although every chief ruled hit; own people, each brotherhood 
had one head, or “ Rats,?> for the conduct of the foreign re- 

: ' ,■ jations.of the State, and whose power interposed in infernal ■ 
quarrels.. 1 do not justify our location in Sind under the 

V terms of the former treaty (my objections to which, stated to 
, - Colonel Pottinger at the time . . , I submitted to you), and 

undoubtedly our eotnmg hero has. been the cause ff mi: *.h 
misrule. For instance., w.e destroyed the ruling head of 
Lowe'*’ Sind where now six chiefs have equal powers ; and we 
undermined the power of the Rais” of Upper Sind to his 

by: ; ultimate destruction I am, therefore, very sensible that it is - 
our duty to remedy the evils which w - have ourselves caused, 
and my idea as to.the.mode' in' wbidh we might have done 
so I have stated above. . . .hvFv.,-f F y v - f y ' - ■ ' ' ' ; ■' . '■ ■ • ' :

1 i  ou observe that I myself had pointed out All Murad’s 
previous consistency -of character, and advocated his claims 
to the “ Raie -fthip. I did •jrecomuvmd that his claims to that



lion whi^h ii al! ! uses ,nmivL b m. who of.■ t •
would have been, as ready to support Ali Murad as any of the 

1; others! . . .  I never had any idea ofhdispossesishig ayi?/of the
v’ . other chiefs of any portion of their territory to uphold Ah

Murad’s.power, which is sufficiently secured by our counte
nance . . , I consider that tho superior share of territory 

: ; assigned- to the Rais by Meet.Sobrab, was for the main-' 
tenance of troops necessary to .protect the Stale against 

- foreign aggression which, as I before remarked;1 is no longer 
.'■ / required uh$ler British protection, .. •. , p;

;■ Had I been in your position, of course l must have 
obeyed ; as it is, 1 consider myself fort unate that T am here 
as your subaltern , , . for I know you will never .order me 
to do what my conscience condemns $ and if I find it im
possible to arrange details which the .parties spurn, and you 

■ are satisfied that I have honestly exerted myself to the ut~ 
mostof my ability, I hope you will, allow me to depart—which 
I shall do, I assure you, with a heavy heart, for it is my 
most earnest desire to serve you usefully, in- gratitude for 
the extreme kindness I have ever experienced from you.
■ 41 fear I can be of no- -manner of use here, now, - but 'still 

hope I  may possibly do something at Haid.arabad, both with 
f he Upper and Lower Sind Amirs, should you send me there,

'i 1,1 > ' * f Appendix 0, •



jjj ’• x I  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂̂ |  ̂ |  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ ^ |  ̂1̂

worthy of your esteem did I hesitate to express my sentiments

to show the general views .of the writer on. the question with 
which he had to deal, than to instruct the reader in the very 

■ intricate dot ails' of Sind history and politics, a thorough corn-i 
pmrenrion of which must be acquired out of the range of 
biography; It is but fair to add the General’s brief but 
genial reply

'■ ■ / * My dear Outran^-Your long letter, and dinner, came
. in together, and f only write just to say I have not read it—

#rgot can’t answer it, I went to the-end just.to. see if you, 
had hoard aught of • the Vakeels, and see a few words about 

• giving me annoyance. My. dear friend, you cannot do that;
• a man that can be annoyed at a friend who tolis him frankly

his opinions, even had they not been asked and are honoured, 
has neither good sense nor- good feeling and 1 assure you,,, 
you may trust that 1 have, enough of both to avoid such ,

’ ■ weakness.
-•‘Whatever. your letter contains, - whether we.-agree .or

. M m M  ev.̂ ;SSME5
.
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later he Was at Pir Abu Bator,-* station near Diji. Here, 
agreeably to bis report to tile Goveraor-Generah he was to be 
joined by the remainder of the force, -with which be would 
advance towards Ha?darabact, should the negotiations which 
Major On tram had undertaken not progress satisfactorily.
We have' shown that nothing had been done up to January 
25. On the 28th the General wrote* from Hnhini, about 

. twelve miles from the Indus, and on the high road between
lUvurpur and Hnidarabad, that tile Lower Sind Amirs had ad 
sent vakiZi: with full power.? to Major Outran, Those, in.

■■ Upper Sind having made no sign, had been addressed by a
special proclamation extending the time, for appearance up to 
February I, Military operations, it was stated, would go 
forward; but the per sons of the. chiefs would be respected, 
and all considered as friends up io the specified date. Outram 
himself was, in accordance with his request,- ordered to Haidar-, 
abnd: but the- letter of instructions miscarried, or was treachcv- 
ously withheld, and he ..did not leave $akhar until February 4. 
reaching his destination by steamer on the 8th idem. ..Sir 
Charles was then at DauJatpur, about 90 miles - north of 

■ Ha-idarabad,
Amid the douds and smoke of controversy in which this ’

particular passage of history has been enveloped,* we discern

g p i ij * J, i * V 1 f t ,j 11. $1 ‘ f ' ’ fr') J
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M/> K1 ■. 'tarn KVm and sous, Mir ZWdr Khm, and Mir 
■ . M uham m ad Khan of Khairpur. The Gommbsiom.r pressed,. . ■

upon them the acceptance of the new treaties; but the. 
resistance displayed was; of a dcdenriined'-eharacter.: It was 
argued by the • Amirs that, having' never 'broken the old- 

1 agreements into which they had .entered/'-with the British'
Government, there whs no necessity t,o impose upon thennUnV 
and objectionable terms as punishment for an .offencewhich, 
they Had not committed. In the light of free agents, they .

■ declined them vn Mo. There wa;s one condition, • however,' 
on which they would bo induced U> submit i that was, there- 

. storation to Mir Rustam, of the t urban of sovereignty, They 
further begged that the march of the .British' troops might 

'■ be delayed; otherwise it would be impossible for them to
■' ..withhold the Baluchis from aggressive ô ern, tie ns. On. the 

- afternoon of February 9, deputies from the Haidarabad
■. Amirs waited on Outratn, and applied the seats of tbor 

Highnesses to .a Written pledge to sign the hew- treaty. ■
Three days afterwards, a further conferencenvas held,.at which, 
tin* Persian copies of the draft treaties were, produced, and

Zy f  j - a formal request made to the Amirs, both of Upper find. .
Lower Srnd, to affix their seals in the. presence- of the' British ,

''■ -  , 1; ' 1 ■■.g*['
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Ifddavti t ad Mh>. nbu Mir.; IG.d.tm am I ,Unbam-' >d m Tipper ,
Sind, did. as repaired, .-and: ".Mir. N&sir Ivlmn of Khairpur 
■promised eom^liaiice on the following' morning. Bui it was 

• .'evident, .from the signs out of doors, that the Baluchis meant 
mischief, a)id, notwithstanding the precaution. taken, .by tlie 
chiefs- against outrage, one of the British officers of the 
escort, was struck''fee a stone, On .the following afternoon,

-‘OS; a' 1"'':1. , „ ■ 1 'v. ■■.. .V;-. : ' v \

: confidential agents from die Amirs waited upon Major Outran* 
to ask for assurances on behalf of Mir Rustam, whose rights 
the Babich Sirdars had pledged themselves to uphold. As it.

. was impossible to give these, the deputies expressed themselves 
to the effect that .'there -was little hope of allaying the excite- 
ment of the people. The Commissioner, they urged, had 
demanded that the Amirs should control their soldiers and 
subjects, and - had .promised ..that the General would carefully 
consider their alleged grievances. Tf any replies on these 
points were to be made they would bring them that night.
Otherwise it was to be taken for granted that, their masters 
could do nothing further. The messenger did not return that 
night. Sir Charles Napier was- then sixty miles from the 
capital, at Sakarand, where he had halted three days in 
compliance with Major Outram’s request.

On February 14, Out ram taw cause to believe that open 
hostility was intended by the Amirs. 'Independently of ap
pearances in Ms immediate vicinity, our seizure of ■ certain g i f t *  
men of the Marri tribe, reported by the General, w-ouid, he ;d.'bMbdVc !• •. :■ - v. . .. 1 , . .. 1 ■ : VM'.'
thought, bring matters to a crisis. He wrote to Fir Charles 

■ .accordingly, and addressed a request to the officer command
ing H.Mds 41$t regiment, then ev route to-Karachi, to halt 
at Thatta, or the .former place, pending further orders for its 
disposal,. ' On' 'February IS,'be wrote his now historical de
spatch to the General., describing the attack upon the British 
Residency near Haidaralwi It was characteristic of the



/hat t i repuseutetfom of « . v p t a m  C> nw <v s  gallant service 
■ would mdst befaofit- the latter. The official account h brief: 

hut we curtail it'it} order to add. a few particulars heretofore
■ unpublished:  ’ ...■ : > A/. . '' A

, , My despatches, of the1'last few days will have led you to expect ...
that vay earnest elideavoytrs to effect aji amicable arrangement with',
.he Ameers of Biride would fail; and it is with much regret .1 have
now to report that their Highnesses have commenced .Losstilities -•
by attacking my residence ’this morning, which, after four horns’
moat, gallant defence by my honorary escort, the Light Company
of Pier ; Majesty’s 22nd, regiment, commanded by Captain Conway,
1 was compelled to evacuate, in consequence of our ammunition

>.;< . running short.
At 9 a .m . this morning, a dense body of cavalry and infantry 1 

■ . took post on three sides of the Agency compound (the fourth
. ' ■ being defended by the ! Vianet ‘ steamer, about SOO yards distant). ■ (

in the'gardens and houses which immediately command the in- 
closure, and which it was impossible to bold with our limited 
numbers. A hot ore was opened by the enemy, and continued in
cessantly for four hours; but all their attempts to entgjr the Age ncy 

• inclosnre, although meWiy surrounded by a wall yaiylog from /our
' : fc,, fiye feet high, were frustrated by Captain Conway’s, able; distn fhi-

' tion of lus small band, and the admirable conduct of 'every indi- 
vidual soldier composing it, under the gallant example of iheir

■ commanding officer and his subalterns, Lieutenant Ilarding and 
Ensign Eenncfather, Her Majesty’s 22nd regiment, also Oaptfn.ua

try Green, of the 21st regiment native infantry, and Wells, of'the"
i Sth regiment, who volunteered their services, to each -of whom 
was assigned the charge of a separate quarter; also to your aide-do-

s Ascertained, afterwards, to have amounted to 8,000 men under the eora- 
manh of Mir Shahilad Khan, his cousin. Mir Muhammad Khun,1 Naw&b Afeii#. -

■ Khan Lagh&ri, and many principal chiefs,

.A :! \ 'V' A'' :, AA i;': i; ' V':. i'... A-.A: Ay VfVto -/A'. ,< •, ,
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CMun hhptfdn Brown, Bernal engineers, who came 1 njy orders to ,
' the steamers,- and assisted in working her- gims awl directing her 
flanking fire. Our anunTfnition being limited to forty, rounds per 
man, the officers directed' their whole attention to reserving their 
.fire and' keeping their men. dose under cover;, never showing them - 

. selves or returning a shot, except when the enemy attempted to ruMv 
or showed themselver. in great mtubers, , . , Our hope of reeeivV 

. :>*•' mg a reinforcement and' supply of aranr nit-ion by the ‘ Skicllite '
V  . > being disappointed, on the arrival of that vessel without either, 
rhOvtly after the opusmehcement of the attack, it was decided at 
12 A.M., after being three hours under fire, to retire to the steamer 

„ 'v. if; la still we had amfioient a.mmmnftion to fight the vessel 'up the 
river ; I requested- Captain Cunv, ay to keep the enemy at bay foe 
one hour, while the property was removed, for which that time 
was ample, could the camp followers be induced to exert- lueui- *

..... pelves :' accordingly, .after the expiration' of another, hour' (during 
which the enemy, despairing of otherwise effecting their object, 
had brought up-six guns to bear -upon u«), we -took measures- to 
evacuate the Agency, Captain Conway called in iris posts, and all 
being united, rauived in a body, covered by a few skirmishers, as 
deliberately as on parade, carrying off our slain tod wounded.

Bo far the official report. We add a opplemcutary 
at'-" statement Avon a source non lefts authentic.1 Tt should be 

premised that the Kesideney., as already shown, was situated 
in'■ an'enclosure or compound, the wail of which, was ' from 
four to fiye feet high. This wall was built more or .less 
parallel to the then river bank; its len,gtli—roughly 'N.'Wb • '

.-.to S.E.—was probably hOO yards, and its breadth 200. -In-' 
eluded herewith were two smaller enclosures pn the N.W. 
face, in which the doctor and bis assistants had houses. At 
t he S, E. end "was a village, with bazar a nd orchard apper
taining. The gate was. on the N.E. side, the direction in 
which lay the city of Haidarahad.

' An original draff in Outram'a handwriting, which' has had -the. advantage 
of mtperrisiem b>officer who bore the chief part in the honourable and notable 
exploit narrated—CaptVr, now Major--Generti, T. S. Conway (0.8.),



Twenty men, under Captain Wells, manning part of tho 
wall, watched The gate ; some' .ten .man; more being placed in 
reservo nude r cover of f he cook-house, ia readiness to repel , 
any sudden rush to this quarter.

, Twenty:men under Lieutenant .Harding manned another
part of the wall. The whole were obliged to lie very close in’T'l'V.’.'i ,!l '• ' j;ill;' i'.’ T • ■ 1 ‘ • 1' • " . 1. 1 , ; . ■' : ■ j ,, V if; 7/ , . 1
eonso<i uenee of the coiinnanding fire from the flat-roofed upper- .

■ ' storied, ho uses; in the neighbouring compounds ; and never
showed their heads above the wall, except when the enemy 
threatened a rash at-the gate, or. to surra omit the wall on. the 
opposite side., hiaeh man bored a _ hole ■ with his bayonet, 
through which to watch the enemy, and to fire at every 
favourable opportunity.

There was also a party of thirty men to watch the enemy 
occupying the adjoining village, outbuildings, ami detach
ment dines, in dense masses. Of this party a corporal and 
three men wore posted in a convenient, building to pre
vent the enemy surmounting some flat-roofed stables available, .
One. parti cm jar position, considered, the. most important, was1 , 
occupied by Captain, Conway; himself, although from time to 

■"h time he visdi ,i,l other posts. Conductor Keily, with a com
missariat guard of a Nnigue and three f>:paM*t kept, the

"1pj ' entrance from the bazar,
. ' ■ ■ A I iiat-roofed office, of considerable - elevation, was held by
. Captain Green and fifteen men—-stationed at the windows, or

. wail, and mi the roof. This position commanded the bazar 
■ square and communication with the vessels, and prevented

■ 1 The gntp-side—i.e. looking i owapK th«» nty.is the ‘ frout,'
1' i ,A i »K, ', ,‘y :,770?O.e0" .y.oO; ’ " -,0' ■ S 1 ’’ ; ■/
u C C i l p c i . ' : ■ . I c ■ , .
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imaelfoutside iho oryha^ whU ; he wa«i, 
,:k by f ho fir* from the ‘ Planet ’ steamer. 
:m of three hours'-*-wl:err it was cle- 
after one hour more, and' the enemy

were bringing up their guns, not before observed...it was
resolved, as a preparatory measure* to abandon the front 
positions of the compound. Accordingly, at a preconcerted 
signal, the parties posted -there fell back to the Residency, 
which then became the front Line, of defence.

The hour allotted for carrying off the baggage having ter-, 
minafced, the retreat was sounded, on which all. post-- except 
one von; abandoned, and the men closed in double march at 
a gate appointed. When formed, Captain Conway marched 
the party by sections to the river front of the still guarded 
post, and then marched in column directly down to the 
steamer, the march being the signal for he last batch of 

. defenders, to' drop from • the windows, and cover the retiring 
column by skirmishing to the rear in extended order.

About the period of the second formation, Cap tain Brown, 
having observed the enemy preparing a battery behind 
the embankment of a nullah, transferred himself from the 
‘Planet/ to the ‘Satellite’ steamer, which had then arrived, 
and look up a position in her, so as to rake the nullah and. 
prevent the enemy placing three gun: they were bringing 
up against us—and which, were afterwards used in position 
to annoy the -vessels in their upward passage. While the 
4 Planet ’ was occupied in bringing off the ‘ flat/ three guns ’ 
were brought three igh the Agency compound, and placed in 

- battery under the trees in front of the gate where our 
soldiers had last formed. -.Their "fire .'was - met, and almost 

■ , entirely kept-tinder, by the ‘ .Planet’s ’ single twelve-pounder j
and the detachment was embarked, without loss—the 
wounded and corpses of the slain having been previously 
removed • on- board.

vol, i. : . X



The first object being to. secure the fuel depot at the ' '
village of Kotri, about three'miles up the opposite bank ot 

. tbie river, cue je t ' the enern.y; bad time to destroy it, the 
‘ Satellite ’ steamer was immediately despatched for its protec
tion, tmr.il a sufficiency of wood to enable both vessels to 
pursue their course up the river had -been laid in. The 
three guns formerly alluded' to as having been withdrawn, 
which in the meantime had been brought into position 
higher up the river, opened their tire aS the ‘Satellite’ 
passed. She returned the fire, and by her good practice dis
mounted one gun.

The next point was to carry -oft.’ the large fiat which 
was moored to the. shore immediately opposite, the-enemys, 
guns, to effect- which the "Planet5 remained.. The finish 
decks of the .river-steamers affording no protection from 
shot for those on board, the officers commanding them : . 
had prepared bulwarks, previous to the embarkation-of the b 
troops, by piling up every movable article.. Under this 
cover all except those employed in working the vessels were 
well, protected; but the removal of the unwieldy flat was 
an operation which obliged all hawk; belonging to the 
* Planet 5 (and especially her commander, Mr. Cole) to expose 
themselves much. That they did so with impunity is extra- 
culinary, because they were under a very hot fire for more 
than twenty minutes. The enemy, emboldened by the 
departure of the ‘ .Satellite,5 sought to approach the remaining 
vessel across the dry bed of the river; and only fell back'.to 
the ‘'long shot’ position after .examples' had been made 
among the more venturesome of their tntmWr. Three times 

-■t 0 did th e ‘Planet5 fail to attain her object ; and three thorns
had she to return, and go round before bringing- off her charge in 
•tow from'under the hostile guns. During this proceeding l ho 
soldiery on board had kept their fire in: reserve, as heretofore, 
only opening as opportunity, was afforded, by' the increased 

, auda<fi ty of their.; opponent.:- '

fi T  , - y  , . . . .  . t  .. at.  .



.! iif 4 iM.uuT thvm followed t li■ * 4 ollito.,* running r.i• 
gauntlet of the artillery, unci the fire oi the cnsoi  ̂ frooi every ■ 
hollow which afforded cover, with no loss. Largo bodies of 
the enemy kept company v-ith her .for about two miles up the 
river, when they departed. The 6 Planet ’ having dekyed at ,•
Kotri 011 the right, 'bank, while the 'Satellite’ was .completing 

• her fuel, both vessels continued their upward course until 
. ■ sunset, .when:' they - anchored for the.night about teu miles 

ab.te,- the Agency, Ou the 10th tlu-j purs!, e 11 heir i,uy t >v {J 
aayhght, and at 0  a m , anchored opposite to and about ainile 
from Muffin, where, shortly afterwards, the -advanced guard 
of the army arrived.

■ ' ' ' ! h ; - 'v/ySv
Outram wrote that in the opevation̂  above- described, the 

loss on our side was only, two killed, and eleven wounded; while 
, ■ there were, on the side of the enemy, more than sixty killed, 

and ‘probably the usual estimate—quadruple of that number 
-wounded,’ 'This extraordinary .disparity lie attributed to the 
‘judicious disposal of our men, and their steady maintenance ’

:. of their posts, to draw them fipm wlm-h all attempts of the 
enemy failed—-except ;•> the extent of springing up,’ when- 

■ y-ever the latter tried to close, ‘ delivering their fire, and.again 
squatting, before the enemy had time - to. fake aim or even 
fired Thus it was, he continued, that the assailants 4 became 
momentarily Jess (firing, and were at last obliged, to bring 
up six guns to force an imperfect low-walled enclosure of 
200 yards square, defended by only one hundred men against, 
countless numbers possessing commanding positions and cover 
up to our walls on three sides.’ * 1

1 Xu (ho rough .memorandum written hy Outran), from which (ho above 
account is taken, it is added that when the- army vuebrd the ResiHendv on 
February ID (four days after the assault.), three of the guns were found still 
on the river bank. The oilier three had broken' down on the road between the.
Residency and town, in fclio at unapt to take rlu-m back. The official report 
gave two men killed of ll.M.’s 22nd regiment and one camp follower; ten

y [if: V 2 yyiyr-yv-• , ’• :yi|irg?T



Ho joined his chief at MafiLri, a town situated only sixteen ^ 
miles noriii of ilaidarabad. Ref ween the Wo places was. the 
village of MiiS-ni—a name common in Sind to the abode of 

‘ fishermen: j and around M’iani were gathering the available 
forces of the. Sind Amirs/ From Matftri, on i lie day of his •

1 ,> joining,it was arranged that Otitram,in I’ompany with Oapiaiui
Green, Lieutenant? Wells, and Brown, Ms co-defenders of the 

: Resideney, and 200 coE%;aleg(}«rrtn̂ afew, should foe despateheci 
on a night expedition. The object was ^  attain a position 
which would enable thorn, at an early hour, of the monring, to 
bum the MiSniund neighbouring or forest > in’which

. ... .. it was expected, the' enemy would collect; and from which, when 
collected, their dis lodgment would 'be difficult* That, the 
proposal was Ontrarn’s own msv-be certified on perusal of 
his report of arrival at the Mat hi i ferry, addressed to the,
General • before .the latter had reached the town of Maf4ri, 
and had pitched his camp between it and the rivhr. But 

', the necessity of cleaving the shikdrgdhs by some mains,
whether by land or water, 'was obvious to-Sir' Ch titles .Napier,

: wlio had, moreover, reason to suppose that the eneniyh left
flank was posted in '.them, and that an 'army of .22,000 men ; ;.•• -• 
was in position at. Miami fn Outranks diary of February 16,

. the entry is as follows:—1‘ At 12 . . . force arrived at Matfin,
and encamped about s mile from the steamer. Visited Sir 
Charles' Napier, who instructed me tc take two hundred men . 
next morning to burn the shikdrgdhs which skirted his line 
of inarch, while he should continue his advance to within a 
few .miles of .the city, where I was to join him/

'dCdiyiC; ■ wounded, -among whom, were Mr, Conductor Kioily, Mr Carlisle, # 0  agency 
elevlt, two of the steamer’s crew, four men of H.M. 22nd regiment, and tiso ' 
camp followers, and four camp followers missing,

1 Out-ram’s belief that there was really fuo preparation1 for hostility on 
the part of the Amirs, will be readily reconciled'with this aggregation of 
armei chiefs and ret line ra h-tbliljy brought, together. Such Oriental local i

V'.; V';’::y ■■ armaments age commonly procurable at a very short notice-; and in llv than
tempec of the Baluchis, a summons to arms wfnid bo rather aritiHpatod than

■ S i  *  I
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■ ■ On the 17th we r e a d - ‘'"Occupied all day in endeavouring ■

to destroy the shiJcdrgdke, in which we had to traverse: many 
'' niiles, There being no wind- the woods burned very slowly

and parts ally, W’e only saw one body of about, 500. of the 
■ enemy, who made: off on observing wit- approach;. we heard 

■firing in the direction of the army, . which continued. till .
: 1 t*.M, 1 proposed to take our1 del,noli merit round the $hik<i>*- .

qdh* so as to fall upon the ref rent, ttocardk the city, of the 
' enenyfj who would doulTlesa have retired before Sir Charles. •

The efefors, however, considered their in  n too much knocked 
up to attempt bn enterprise revolving a further march of some 

•T miles. We returned to oar vessels about smuoL, a,fid. shortly 
after learned from the natives tin severe notion which had 
taken place. 1 decided on making my very to £hr Char'leka 

, camp with. 100 men, to be in time, to partake in the advance 
I1 on the fortress, which wee considered wont I take place next
I morning,’ ■■

The firing heard was indeed from the battle-field. The 
severeaction -reported by the natives was ■■that of Midni. A 

■ struggle bed occurred, lire result of which, in the words of 
the (lovcruor-Ucneral, * placed at the disposal of the British 
Government the country on both •banks'of -the Indus from 
Sakkhar to the sea, with the exception of snch portions thereof 
as may belong to Mir Ali Mm ad of Kba rpu>, and to any 
other of the Amirs who may have remained f uthful to his 

, engageint-vnts.’ *
Sir Charles. Kapler prefaces his despatch describing the 

victory with a notipe of fhe risks run at Jlaidarnbad by ins 
Oommiasionfef, and of a plot laid to murder Major Outran;.

"■ and his. companions: which-had happily Hen. frustrated ; and 
, thus speaks of the attack "on the Agency ,~™'; The report of 

this nefarious transaction 1 have the honour to enclose, X 
heard of it 'at Mala, at. which place the-fearless and distitv



gui-iho.l Major Outram joined me, with his brave companions 
•. .W the stem and extraordinary defence of bis residence against 

so overwhelming a force, accompanied by six pieces of cannon.4 
At the close, of the- same paper, ho reverts to the subject. 
‘The defence of,the Residency hy Major Outram and the 
small force with him against .Mich, numbers, of the enemy. ' 
was so admnahle, that J have 'scarcely mentioned it in the 

• foregoing despatch, because I propo - ,- to send your Lordship, a 
detailed account of it, as a brilliant example of defending a 
military post.’

Of the burning the W M r g d k s ,  he says s-~

* rt hn was; an operation of great difficulty and danger, but 
would have been most important to the result of the battle. 
However, the enemy had moved about, eight miles to their 
right during the night, and Major Outraru executed bis task, 
without difficulty ar. the hour appointed, viz,, nine o’clock, 
mid from the field we observed tile smoke of the burning 
w( >od arise. I am strongly inclined to think that this circum
stance had some effect on the enemy. But it deprived me 
of the able services of Major Outram, Captain Green, and 
Lieutenants Brown and ’Wells,'together with 200 men, which 
I much regretted, for their sales.’

.But we left Outram about to rejoin the victorious army. 
The -diary 'continues: - i

i F ebruary 18.--At .2 a.m., marched with 100 men for 
the camp, eight miles distant, which we reached just before 
daybreak; our road lay along the course of the Faiaili, The 
field oi battle, over which nffe passed, plainly showed, in the 
plight moonlight, from the bmps of slain covering it, how 
severely contested the action must have been. We were soon, 
m possession of the particulars of this' very sanguinary,at bM-'.. 
time doubtful, and finally decisive, conflict. Our loss, in pro-



portion to the numbers engaged, v..u very ho.'vy: 19 officers 
and 256 men, min 95 horses killed and woundedout of about 
•2,700 actually hi the field. There were many chief*, and up
wards of 5,000 killed and wounded of the enemy.

< Early in the morning, messengers came into ramp to. 
tend':*.*: the submission of the Amirs.. Sir Charles gave them 
till mid-day to surrender unconditionally; otherwise, our 
troops would march at that hour on the' capita]- Before the 
time specified had elapsed, Mirs Hasan Khan, Sliahdad, and 
Husaiir Ali Khan, the Amirs of Haidarahad who had led the 
enemy., came into camp and surrendered unconditionally.
The two former were detained as- prisoners', but the latter

: 1 ■: -V. ■'' A „wa>s.released by Sir Charles at my infcerceŝ ioiu out o! respect
to the memory of Iris late father, d ir Nnr Muhammad, who,
on hi s death-bed, had consigned the youth t > my guardianship.
Overtures were also made by t he Amirs of Upper Sind, who
were informed that no other term.?; than 'unconditional sur ■ r-

o render wouid be giveu.
"Fehrvan/ 19 —.Marched past Haidarahad .to the banks 

of the Indus, and encamped close to the Agency, now a heap 
, of rains. Mi.fr; .Rustam Khan, and one of his sons, and .

Nasir Khan ,of Khairpur came into camp, and surrendered as 
. prisoners of war unconditionally, As nothing further can 1
now be done until the Governor-General’s orders axe re- 
eeivod, and as my functions as corntrusHoner ceased on hos
tilities breaking out, Sir Charles Napier has granted me 

‘ permission to return to Bombay, for which 1 shall embark.in 
the <c Satellite ” steamer to-morrow at noon, ben -mg the de- 
spat ches. ‘

On the • march from Mi An i to-the site of-the 'Haidarahad 
Tte'sidency, the British commissioner-.rode side by side with 
the fallen chiefs. One of them, Mr Nash’ Khan, asked hijp, 
with seme show of «.urionity, where he had been during the
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action of the previous day ? He had looked for him, ho 
■ affirmed, through h.i-3 tpy-glass, after the rout of his IMuclbsj

■ in order that he might surrender to a personal friend ; bat. : 
failing, to reeognisQ, him among the British officers, he had , 
g ae on his way with the rest. This statement accorded 
vriih the testimony of .Lieutenant Fitzgerald, of the Bind 
Horse, who had observed, one of the principal Amirs, mounted 

■ : . on a camel, answering to Nasir's description, long hovering 
'h'ciewi -v- û ou  ̂ the retreat ing army, and otherwise acting in an unao- : 

countable mumu r. On Out ram’? explaining the cause of his ;
■, absence- from the held, the Amir admitted that there had, i.l

boon an intention,‘on the part of Ida people, to occupy the 
sMkdrgdhs, but that they had changed their minds. ft fa 
highly probable that the plan, of Ewing the forests from the 
rear having transpired before the period of its execution had 
arrived, the enemy modified. h.L tactics-accordingly, and was 
driven to fight at once in the open—-a course which gave the 

. * Bnti.d.1 general the opport unity of bringing the campaign, in
a few hours, to a comparative close. Outran) gratified ISTasir 
Khan- much, hv telling him how great credit he had gained 
with, the British officers for the gallant fight he had main- 

■ . •; tained; and amused; him, even in his natural despondency,
, , ' : hy turning -to Mir Shalidad, also riding near, and stating

, that hits failure to make goad the.assault upon one hundred
men with a lore* of eight thousand, was as much.the ridicule 
as the other’s action was the admiration of the English army', 

fob-, Idle fact is that the treachery of Shah dad, which had become
. -.evident, merited severer treatment than conveyed in a road- i 

y:.. rebuff. This- chief had asked Outranks permission, to 
bring his followers to the .Residency, for the protection of its 
occupants, on the, very eve of the attack upon the place,

' wliich it was felt that he himself, to all intents and purposes,
1 ■ had led and instigated.

taking leave of the- General, bin companions in arms and



tm i f Mends?, lolxam embark 1 hi the river steamer, it 
,v bamiat be said tint he parted froi/i any with a light heart,
, or, from «ares, as much for others as', o j * bis own accounts.

, The widow of the late Mir Mur Muhammad bad petitioned hire 
on behalf of her sons. Of although ShahcUd was en- 

1 ' . titled w Bttli eonsidexatiori at his hands, .he other brother.
i - Husain Ali, was Lis especial- proUgi- -But for the Talputs- ■

,■ generally, he felt a sympathy which few of his- brother ■ officers 
. )■ in Si yd eonM quite understand; and he had misgivings on- the •

■j..■■■■'■:■ t. ■ future, too, of the Amirs find their families, whoso unsought 
association with the powerful foreigner liftd brought about 

* ' their'ruiii. Off' Tbatla. on Ifebfufuy 22, I k : wrote to. . his;,
friend,-Lieutenant. Brown, the .following brief l e t t e r ■

’i . t ' ' v i M o h / " v ^ Y n h u i y . - ' . g f :. Y j h i /’-Mhy’vW. f ' ■ M ■■ t  ‘ h  • ■j’.h.h .?"1 ' . : f : ' y • hiiil'bO; 1'i'V‘

6 As you axe 'the custodian, of the captive princes,: let. Me 
entreat of you, as a kindness to myself, to pay every regard 

! ; to their comfort and dignity, I do assure you ir\ heart ,
[■: ■ y bleeds for them, and it was in the fear that 1 might betray

- my feelings that I declined the last interview' then yesterday
j'j&ght of me. Pray say .how .sorry I was 1. could not call 

v ■ upon them before leaving; that, could C hav** done them any
1; good, I - would' not have grudged . . . .  any expenditure of

• time- or labour on their behalf j but that, alas, they have 
placed it out of iwy power -to do aught, by acting contrary to 

. : my advice, and having recourse to the fatal step of appeal, to
arms agMBKt the 'British Power.*

.hy\ hM'; y
Before the last day of February, 0 id.ram had again landed 

. in Bombay, anil been received with kindly consideration and
/oirdialii.y by the Governor, Sir tfeovge Arthur. He had pur
posed returning home by' thb stMunev of March 1, but i he;

■ result of Ms conference with His fhteolMney -made him. defer - 
hts departure for at least toother rno.nlIn The suggestion 
that lie still might be wanted in Sind had been putt to him|. chYv/'h;-y Y'Y. . T:s ■; y-. '■. , ,' •. . y ' 1 VyhgY; yhhyYY

! with new arguments which his own modesty and solf-obnega-
.

*■ . '
■■ : ■ . ■■■■■: - : .

-iflMBMMfo' M  1 i ! w  $■ ■V  ̂ r . Vfi'u V  ̂ l , 4, 1 * Clift, B , ' \
b .  . . • ■ ■ .. ■ :Y Y V y  :.
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t.ion had not before suffered him to entertain ; and be could 
not brook the hire notion that personal •jjiqtibin one instance, 
and mere difference of opinion in another, had caused him to 
abandon'a. seene of action in which he might still be .excep
tionally useful. Instead, therefore, of taking leave of his 
Presidency friends preparatory to embarkation, ho wrote, on 
the last day of .February, a letter to the Governor, enclosing 
a long memorandum on the merits of the 4 Sind question,’ 
but personally, full of excellent feeling. One passage may be 
extracted :—

6 You are so good as to think, that although Sir Charles 
permitted my departure, he might really have wished my 
stay • and that I might be of use in the arrangement of the 
details of whatever settlement may have to be carried into 
effect in. (Sind. It never occurred to me that possibly Sir 

. .• Charlesimhis kind consideration for my personal convenience, 
may have let me como away sooner than lie otherwise would 
have wished j and it is with compunction that I reflect on 
the enormous labour which he certainly will have to go 
through daring the coming hot season, much of the minor 
details and drudgery of which I might save him from.

4 If such is really the opinion of Sir Charles, I would, re
join him with alacrity and pleasure on the foot ing of an acting 
.aide-de-camp, as which, I should have: ho voice of my own in 
the 'policy Sir Charles might adopt, and merely should have to 

1 . carry out to the best of nay'ability the details which he might 
entrust to me, which would be far preferable to me to the situa
tion in which I was formerly placed, when, having a voice, 1 

: was bound to raise it as my conscience dictated.
* ‘ Simply as aide-de-camp to Sir Charles, the military

allowances of which situation are defined, there can be none 
of the personal scruples which I entertained to receiving his. 
Lordship’s bounty on Lite former occasion, and I should . not
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grudge the time and tremble that might be ineursea i» 
working out the settlement of Sind during the ensuing hot 
season, so long as I were serving und-’f , ,1 nd for, Sir Charles 
.Napier.’

Sir George Art uitr, in replying to tins letter; generally 
approved of the oour-e which the writer had pursuer! in 
delaying his return. About a week afterwards, Outran! him
self wrote fully to Sir Charles, Speaking of fjiitid, he wished

, to Heaven the Genera) wejv out, of1 that country, hdtling .....
‘or that *f you do stay, L were with you, aa a liuinble tuili- 
tary aide-de-camp (not a poUtieal ■ or- wnmws'toner) for 1 

■ ; cannot but Feaa yon will have a most troublesome time of it, 
the dangers of which l  would with all my heart .share with 
you in that capacity. As I  believe .Sir George Arthur wrote 
bo von, I have not the presumption to think th :t 1 could be 
of much use in a purely military line, but it would gratify 
me tî -,-shave your fatigues and danger#, avid I should be no 
longer upon tn officiate oat of r.hut lino. . . . .

. ‘I um sick of policy; I will not say. yours is the hmlr
but it is undoubtedly the shortest.—that of th$ $ word. 01%
h,ow I wish you had drawn it in a better cause ! }

A ■■■ - , A■*‘ -‘V v y . . • • ;yyd-'(A\: A h . / A t  ‘ • ■' .« ^ S a H R

lie touched, moreover, on other than official matters: 
for he had been to t-.oe Lady Napier, ^nd her family. Had 
he:had ten times the distance to go, he wrote, he would have, 
been more than rewarded by the outward indications of a 
happiness which t he sight of one who,had so recently .shaken 
the gallant general by the hand had afforded.

While1 at ^Bombay, the rumour that a-second engagement 
in Bind was imminent, caused him formally to volunteer his 
services there in a military capacity; and he proposed to He- 
company a detachment of artillery then preparing to embark.
In reply he was. informed by. the Secretary to.. Government 
that with reference to his < former position in Sind, and distin-



guished services,’ considerations existed- which. induced 4 the 
If on, the Governor in Council to think it inexpedient, that 
Government should accept the offer.’ Independently oi: hia 
letter to 'Sir Charles which we have quoted, he wrote twice 
to his secretary on the subject., using, on tfcc second ooea- • 
sion, these words:--4 I certainly did not anticipate any 
further open, hostilities;when I left:. . , and I shall ever 

■ blame myself for having come away when I did if they do take 
place. X wish I was again, with Sir Charles, to share his 
fatigues and dangers. , . . as his subaltern and -a mere 
■volunteer. As such 1 asked to return the other day, when 

■‘boy .unfavourable reports were ■•'brought down.’
¥ e  have alluded to Out rain’s warm reception at Govern

ment House in Bombay. II need scarcely be said, however, 
that oh his return-to the Presidency, he bad been welcomed 
in ail quarters, official and non-official, with every demonstra
tion of regard and respect. On March 2d, a meeting of his 
friends was held, at which it was unanimously resolved to 
present him with, a sword of the value of 300 guineas, and a : 
costly piece of plate. The copy of the resolutions then 
passed and forwarded to him. was acknowledged with 4 feel
ings of gratitude -and pride,’which lie expressed himself at a 
loss to describe. 41 have always felt,’ he wrote to Mr. 
lie (feyt. one of the committee of subscribers, ‘ that to 
obtain the applause of my comrades in .arms is tine.highest . 
honour to which I could aspire, but when I perceive men of 
all classes unite, with them.in according tome' this distin
guished mark of approbation, I feel my merits have Deen 
greatly - overrated, and that it is to their partial estimate of 
the services I have performed that I. am indebted tor this 
splendid token of their approbation.

* I accept with gratitude- the sword thus presented to 
. :• me. It will he my most cherished possession while I -live,

and, on. my death, it shall be bequeathed to ;ny represents,-



tive.. as the most highly■’rallied' gift J can bestow.’ There.
’ . were h o '.fewer than 511 subscribers -to this testimonial.

: ) 1 v On the sword ran this inscription :...

‘ Presenlec* tQ M«yor James Qufcram, 23rd Regiment 
Bombay Native Infantry, in token of the regard of his* 
friends, and the high estimation in which he is held for the 
intrepid gallantry which, ha,* marked his career in India, but 

' ■ more especially his heroic defence of the British Residency 
at, Hyderabad, in! Bearde, on the 15th February, 1843, 
against .an army of 8,00(> Beloocbees with hii guns.-—
Bornbay,, April, 18,43,’

F.y Marked on one side, of the blade :—
‘ Major. James Outramd

y / On the.other:— y■ [Ay ■,
, ■ «S u n s  p e r n  et o a m  rqproch<

.With further reference -to •the Bombay meeting, the 
. following letter. was addressed to him in'whoso'.honour it 

was held, three or four days later, by Bishop Carr, of Bombay.1
«§ 'V /gU ' CE. tv'.','' ' .. '■■V.'-'V:. ,> 'V S J-'.

5 In fitting contrast to thi s honourable testimonial from hi own church, may 
be mentioned the award to Major (dim Colonel) On tram of a gold medal -from 
tho late Pops Pius IX, ibr..services rsferr'ral to in the folio-wing, letter, dated 
from the English College in .Rome, January 31, 1850';—‘ELta Holiness Pius IX. 
has commanded dm undersigned rector of the English .College in Borne.to for- 
•Ward- to you a gold medal; and he has desiml that,it should be sent without 
delay, as a testimonial of gratitude for the' kindness displayed by yon on. various 

' occasions to toper Catholics under your command, or stationed within -your'
Residency, As soon ; »  the Holy Father received information that an 'English * 
bishop was on his way to Calcutta, he ordered this medal to . bo prepared and 
sent by that opportunity to you ; bus as the bishop had unfortunately ’.pitted 
Naples, it was sent to ..me, and I write h y  the earliest post to ipprise you of 
«>,ia act of convnloraljoi on the part, of His'Holiness, and to ask you whether 
you wish, me to sond it to England, to your agent in London, ox* whether I am 
to: send it by Malta; through some other channel.

‘ Allow me to add that I feel highly honoured in having been chosen by the 
Holy-Father as the medium of communication with you : and 1 shall be happy 
if you ever visit Rome, to present you to 'His Holmess, sod to render you any
other service in my power,

. I ‘ SAA'S PECrR E T  SA  A'. > RE TROCHE,,' 333
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Accompanying it were a Bible* and 'Prayer-book, with th^3e 
words in the good, old prolate’s hand ■writing, ‘ Thou 'hast 
severed m j  head in the..day of battle; ’ and ‘'This 'is • life 
Eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true (hod, 
aid Jesus Christ whom Thou -has sent ’ ;~~

Bycullah: March 29, 18 (3,
‘ My dear Sir,—Amongst the friends who assembled in 

the Town 1! ill on Saturday, In order to offer you a tribute 
of their respect, there probably was none who ■ felt more 
admiration of your conduct in the late campaigns!, and. h;t 

, . your former situation, when you were reducing the Bheel
tribes to habits of order, than myself. I felt, however, that 
i could hot consistently take part in the offering of a sword, 
as it it the object of' my office and ministry to keep the 
sword in its scabbar d, and to labour to promote peace. With 
these views, and with feelings- of great respect for the 
intrepid bravery, ability, persevering activity, and I will add, 
■forbearance towards the weak* .which have.marked your.,con
duct, I venture to offer you a small tribute of respect, and 

,. . to request your acceptance of a Book, a blessed Book, in * ■ 
which you may find support in the hour of trial, and,conoo- 
lation at that time when the sword must jpe laid.aside,.and 
when external things must cease to interest, In it, my 
dear Sir, is to he. found a peace which, the world catmot 

' disturb. I pray that this peace may be yours, and with.
„ sen tim ents of much, admiration and respect, believe me to 

be. Sir, very sincerely yours,
5 Thomas Bombay,’ ,

Ontram ret muted home- by the steamer of April I. 
Though he was not to reappear in Sind, either in a civil or 

V>. military capacity, his connection with that country was by
no means severed. His acquaintance with its people and



" ; *°uld be soon p it to ;jl new and crucial test. It 1
wmkl occupy Ills' thoughts in the West, as it had' already 
iooe iu the East. Fait nearly twenty-four years of unbroken'

■ : fiei‘vi0e -1 aaia should suffice,ho complete one section of the
career we have undertaken to describe; and a thorough 
cluingb of scene points to an appropriate division of our 
slibiect. . . , . '
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■ Uoinfl.—Kof.uxu to Jntiia.-1—ShTiiiuaT. —.Dhturhunein 'in South<ira ]U rinkd Cottii- ' ' ' ,
try.—i-Jtolapor and Sawaut-Witri.

ABSENCE from. England for a quarter of a century may bring 
about (lii&fcaiste ami uritHness for the climate and ways of the 

; old country; hut the Bight of home, e»'en after so many years,
■ can hardly prove a matter of indifference to the retaming1' 'A  
wanderer. In Outram’b case this long period had .been al- 
most reached; the full vigour of manhood had nspWvjrl the 
Undeveloped powers of youth; and there had been much 
growth and, fattuitioii of taste in India to dim. the colour of 
boyi&h. association* Hut faintly ties and patriotic instincts 
ever exercised a strong influence over him; and in a letter

' , addressed-to jus mother from Malta, on-hishomeward voyage,
Mie old filial affection burns brightly as ever# He thanks 
heaven that he is 4 now oa the high mad* towards her, and 

■ calculates the precise date on which he may be actually 
proceeding from London to Scotland,

As.it happened, the satisfaction of revisiting his native 
land had. more of alloy for Colonel Outrun than fells 'to. the ' 
average lot of the Indian officer 'availing himself of a long-de
barred furlough to Europe. Even his richly-deserved honour*
•were not.-to be matter-of pure congratulation.: True that the 

. Sind gazettes enabled him to turn his face homewards r brevet- 
I <ioutenan t-t olonei -and. C.J3.; but this was exactly what he 

• had been officially led'to consider himself three years, before.
How friends and comrades viewed his promo: ion was welt 

h/vAA:..;' |  ■ /, 3 ■



, 'oipressed in the words of (he most eminent of the Governors 
under whom- lie served. Mr. Htphiussto'ne, in u letter to an 
East India Director of the day, took 'occasion to remark that 
had the honours keen received agreeably to original promise, 
Colonel Outrank would then, under' ordinary precedent for 
distinguished military service, have been an aide-de-camp to 
the Queers and K.O.B.-^rewavds quite irrespective of excep
tional work in the political deparfment.1 But, personal 
considerations apart, his mind was full of cares and anxieties 
concerning the honour of his country and on behalf of the 
Amin of Sind; and it was natural that he should wish the 
home authorities to understand what had been Ids own 

■' ;• share of responsibility in the treatment of ihe deposed and.
exiled chiefs and the annexation of their !;ukH, Hr; felt,

■ . moreover, constrained by honour and duty to represent the _
circumstances of these unfortunate princes in the. light which,

: to his appreciation, was that of truth.- His own intimate. ■
acquaintance with the more prominent members of the fallen .

. dynasty, and especially the legacy of trust committed to him 
by one of the number on his dying bed, made Kim keenly 
rensiHve to the necessity of pleading a cause which, without 

■ , - . such advocacy, could not obtain a legitimate hearing. In
11 ; ; taking this course he knew full well that he once more, and

i The exact words may h e  quoted.--', . . two distinctions which had 
■i-dddhi b0M poised, and score than promised, long ago. Had hi received these

honours at the time, he would now (on the principle which most have been 
■ observed of advancing each officer one step) have‘been made aide-de-camp to •

Ute Queen and CC.B. All this is written as if Colonel Outran* was merely 
» military officer who had distinguished himself in the Afghan campaign, and 
who now attain shared with many -others in the services lately performed m 
;Vm(le • but you are well a ware how far this, is from Colonel Outrank real. 
poy'-ion Besides his ample .share its the planting and conduct of various 
m; L  enterprises, hi- political.services for several years have- been such ah 
i, -»0Uid he difficult to parallel in the whole course of Indian, diplomacy . . . 
Considering all those service?, and the high station held by Colonel Outrun 
when he performed them, the. appearance of his name among crowds of i-mbah ' 
terns.is rather a humiliation than an honour.’
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tins time perhaps hopelessly, imperilled both reputation ami 
prospects. Indeed, to initiate at head-quartet•» an at/nck
o p < m  the policy of the Crovemor-OorrevHl and of others high
in power and iiffiuenee might seem deliberate official suicide.
He did not at thd tSfie anticipate that disinterested efforts 
on behalf of the Amirs would involve » breach with, a man 
whose friendship he especially valued, and whose character be 
especially admired—Sir Charles Napier, But ho considers 
tione whatever could restrain him from what he . believed to 
be the straight line, of duty, particularly when it implied 
jnation to the oppressed, the misrepresented, or the maligned 
—a no such ho believed the deposed Amirs to he.

Lord Kipou was at that time President of the Board of 
Control; but it was not only With that nobleman that his

■  Indian experience and repute placed, him in communication. V d 
1 Sir Robert; Peel then. Prime Minister, sent for, and received 
from him a statement of his views on the Sind question:

-.ICC:.':/ au(i be. bad also to meet similar requisitions from the Chairs 
of the Court of Directors, as well as from the Duke of 
Wellingtoi1 through his Secretary, Air. ArbucnnoL He 
found that most important .official documents had never 
reached the home authorities—-such as his notes of confer- 
ences with the AmirS; and he was enabled to supply copies,

■ as well as to: submit verbal explanations of these. Arrival 
in London was consequently not immediately followed by 

1 ; t departure to join his family m the North. It was on. a . 
Sffiurdny afternoon in May, Installing himself at the ■ 
Burlington Hotel in Curb Street, he proceeded at once 'to the;
India Board, where he had to await the coming of the 
President, who was on a Cabinet Council, and did not appear 
until 6,30. p .m . too fatigued for new work, There was no 
remedy but to defer the interview until Monday. On
Monday, his Lordship wna closeted with the Prime Minister, 
and on appearance at the office in the afternoon, apologising



. fbr the exigencies of bis high-position, hail to hiory off .tgain 
fo a Cabinet Council, We need not continue those details to 

1 t , explain how' it 'was that daw passed before Otiferam rejoined 
. lea family ao Cheltenham, which place was fixed Upon as a ■ 

more convenient temporary residence than any part oft. , \
■ .Scotland. A letter io his mother, dated May 25, may, 
however, be q u o t e d T h e  truth is that my going to 

. "Edinburgh at all till the next India Mail arrives, is very m uch 
against the wish of the Court of Directors. . . . I believe 

t  v; they concede it out of kindness to mo; and dismissions dhilŷ d 
arise fro in which reference has to be made to information 
which I have to afford.. To-day, for instance, I was closeted 
with, the'.Duke'of Wellingtons secretary two'hoars, and shall, 
again be required by Lord ftipon to-morrow, and am- liable* 
to Ac so every day till if is decided what has to be clone, f 
feel, therefore, that X should be deserting my post to go 
away at this moment.’

During hi-i nominal nfcay at Cheltenham, h« was perpetu- 
■ ally on tli,o move Between that place and London. In the 

former town ho was invited to a dinner to be given to him 
, by the Anglo-Indian residents, but'declined the honour1.
His health was good, although lie wads annoyed by the 
remains of an enormous Sind boil on his cheek. Ihis at one 
time'' kept him under treatment and, in a note to'his wife 
written from London, he mentions that his face is such a 
figure he is '‘ashamed to go’ even 4to the club.’ From 
Cheltenham he and Mrs. Outram moved to London before 
the close of the season, and were presented at Court. It 
was a great pleasure to them in those days to meet with 
their old friends of Khandeah, Mr. and Mrs. Bax. After the' 
ceremony of presentation, in which both ladies bore a part,
Outram ran up to Scotland for a hasty visit of less .than a 
fortnight to his sister Mrs.’Sligo at Seaeliffe, and his father- - 
in-law in Fprfarskire. This absence from London and the



rictaify was the occasion cf an unfortunate eo»fre&?:vp0 whirl- .-..' V’ 
l imagined ever -iftetwards might haye afforded gvou ids for a
misapprehension affecting his.loyal courtesy.-if such a term

.. be admissible. "He received an invitation to a State Ball when 
in Scotland, and having no skilled courtier at .'hand to point 

. out the command which the honourable ivunpliment im> lied,
he took it as an-ordinary civility, and excused himself on the 
plea of absence from London. Had' he understood the true 
nature of the.case he would, of course, have made a point of 
hurrying up, at any cost, in. obedience to the gracious 
summons. Not only was the fault overlooked, but, the 
great honour was accorded him of an invitation to a second- 

■' 'State Ball -'.immediately: succeeding the first. This, however, 
through some mischance, he did not receive until the speci
fied day had passed; and in tendering his explanation he 
unwittingly fell into the error of preferring it demi-officiatly,- . 
through a personal friend among the nobility, instead of 
submitting a .formal apology, which he vainly regretted he 
hud failed to do when too late conscious of the omission*
Those who knew,.him, and. how deep and chivalrous were hia 
loyalty and attachment to the Sovereign, would rightly- 
Interpret acts such as these to be.mere indications of a camp 
and *out-of-doorf training-—results which men are accus
tomed to consider the accidents rather than the incidents' of a 
career.

From the .lodgings' and. distractions of London, and the 
lionising, which he cordially disliked but now found himself 
■subject to, it was decided to move to Brighton. Mrs.
Outrata preceded him; but ne soon rejoined her, having 
■accomplished in the interim Lis journey to Scotland and 
back. From Brighton, after a short stay, they crossed to 
Dieppe and went on to Paris. The dweHer among Blrils 

\  and Brahms, Afghans and Siudis, not being an expert in 
the French language* found little permanent attraction in
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' Parisian theatres and other amusement's; and avoided 
‘ sights/ in t he general sense of the form. HTia1 mind was 
full of Sind; and. he had' already, he fore coming-to’the Con-.. ■

,.W>V.-';t. • Gnent, placed certain papers in the printer’s hands end 
' - received the proofs for correction—processes which, when 

once essayed, - are .'seldom restricted to the .'one occasion. . He ": ..
missed even the frequent, official 'references made to his 

. knowledge and experience by the Directors, or by authorities 
less immediately connected with .India; and he longed again 
to talk over at the chibs, with men interested like himself 
in the subject, past and passing events and possible future' 
contingencies affecting the honour-and welfare of our still 

; ' growing British Empire-in the .East. Accordingly a sudden
return to lodgings in Brook Street took place before the end 
of September; and in London he remained, until quitting 
England for India on December 1 of the same year, In. 
November, when he had been only six months in the en- 

■ joyment of Ids furlough, intelligence was received in- London-, 
of the revolution of Labor and. murder of the Maharaja She;; 
Singh. War with the Sikhs was foreshadowed; and Outturn 
indulged in. the hope that his services would be made avail
able in the North-West-.

He addressed himself in the first instance to Lord Kipon, 
expressing his desire to return by the next/ out going mail,

' instead of awaiting the expiration of his furlough; and 
solicited his Lordship's good offices to enable him to find 
employment under Lord Gough in the capacity of a. mere 
volunteer, without encroachment on the General’s patronage 
in respect of personal staff and field appointments. At the 
suggestion of I.ovd llipon, however, the application was, 
transferred (and with success) to the Duke of Wellington, 
who, as Comnmnderdn-Cl tief of Her Majesty’s army, both at 
home and abroad, would .naturally have less scruples than 
a civilian in recommending an officer for military service.

t ' ' ff - ** :d ' ' it

'
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IS or was this the ouiv communication 1 ‘tat. On* rum had to 
make to the Board of (Vmtrol preparatory to m-'mb&rkafcion 
.for tlie East. OdrcnfoBteueek 'had transpired to render advis- 

. . able the submission in the same quarter of a iw'jjiorandum .
designed to counteract any il)ji:riOuii misrepresentation of 
his proceedings in Bind which might possibly teach the Home 
Government; foul this piper was given in, fu & precau
tionary measure, on the eve of his departure. The s possible ’ 
misrepresentations had hen, indeed, reached the Home offices, 
but they were not shown to him whom, personally, they 
chiefly concerned, nor was he favoured with any intimation 
of their existence or arrival. Before-he.; could learn' anything 
of them they were to he put before Parliament and the 
country, a procoduro which occurred in March 1844, The / 
ineinomnriitm which he had thought proper to• .prepare, by , 
way of. pfecautdon. had-been returned' in the previous Tanuajy, ;
with an intimation that it should have been sent through 
th»'Government of India!

 ̂ Fortunately we need hot dwell at length; on the painful
controversy .occasioned by his strictures.'ort the annexation 
which followed the battles of Mhiui and ..Oabba, the utterance 1(
of which: at home was but a natural lamsequence of the Situa
tion in which the liit.e political, agent and .-commissioner, in 
'Bind found himself placed on leaving Western IiicUâ  W hen 
Outrani was at Bombay in March, just before embarkation,

.. .the question arose as to the propriety of putting p full ex- 
. .position' of his views' on tile Bind complication before the 
Governor-General. Nothings however, was done in the 
matter. Sir George Arthur, then. Governor, did yhot think 
that'his Government could express any opinion on the subject, 
and if was doubtful whether the submission of. any'indi
vidual remarks, without.an accompanying letter oil’ comment,
■might not .lead to the writers detention in India!. .But his 
sympathy with the Amirs was well known to the' authorities
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