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THE MEMORY
SARAMADIE RAJAHYE HINDUSTHAN
Rar Ruespra Srt Manarara Ditiras

%FWAI RAM SING BAHADOOR

Makaraje of Jeypore, Q.C8.1., 1L.C.,, C.LE.,
& |

Tars work is dedicated as a small, but sineere token
of respect for His Highness leading an exemplary
life and devoting himself fo the promotion of the
happiness of his subjects, thus vendering his adminis-
tration beneficent and a model to many other Indian IS

. Princes.

The late Maharaja was an encourager and admirer .
of Horee Mohun Sen, the eldest son of Dewan Rum-
“>mul Sen; and while alive, he was pleased to grant
me his permission to dedicate this work to ‘His -
H:ghness



LIFE
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DEWAN RAMCOMUL SEN.

B
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Tus Ain-i-Akbari makes mention of the Vaidya
Rajas, that is, the Sen Dynasty, although it is main-
tained by certain oriental scholars that the Sens were
of Kshatiiya caste. OF the Sens, Ballal and Laksh-
tan were great encouragers of learning. The Vaidyas
are known not only to have claimed equality with
Brahmans as twice-born men, entitled to the paita,
but, distinguished themselves as scholars and authors,
'l‘hey received a general education and learnt and prac-
tised medicine in all branches. The following are.
some of the Vaidya authors—Madhab Kar, guthor of
Nidan; Bijaya Bakshit, aathor of Vaidya Madhukosh;
Biswanath Kabiraj, author of Sahitya Darpana;
Chakrapani Datya, author of Chakradatya; Kabichan-
dra, author of Ratnabali, and Bharat Mallik. The
Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Kayasthas, Vaidyas and people

. of other eastes were seftled in differont parts of Bengal

_ w . before Bengal foll into the hands of the Mahomedans.
' Manu and Colebrooke say that the Vaidyas were of
Brahman father and Vaisya mother. = This may have

been true in some cases, but in Ancient India there



was originally no caste, and it is profession and call-

PR

ing which created and multiplied caste. It is, there-
fore; mythic to trace caste to birth. It was held
that a Chandala was higher than a Brahman if he was

' holy man,

Bameomul Sen’s ancestors clmmmg desecent From
Ballal Sen were settled in Gariffa, a village inl the
the 24-Parganas Distriet, opposite the banks
of the River Hughli Ballal was Adisur’s
daughter’s son. Ramcomul was the gon of Gakul

Chandra, and was born on the 15th March, 1783.

He had an  elder brother named Madan and a
vounger brother named Ramdhan. Rameorg:! ghs
not of illustrious filiation, nor was he born with a silver
spoon m  his mouth. But he belonged to a family

of hereditary prestige, and high in a social pomt of
. view.

When Ramcomul was horn, Caleutia was bemg
formed and settled into a metropolis.  Caloutta owes
its ovigin to Job Charnock; the Agent of the East
India Company at Hughli.  In1678-79, he marred
a Hindu lady whom he rescued from being burnt as
a sati. Tle took  liking to Caleutta, because in going
to and coming from Flnghli, he halted at Baitak-i,
khana under the shade of an umbrageous tree, and
enjoyed the repose of his Atka. ~ Charnoek was
molested by the Faujdar at Hughli, and he decided .
upon making the site, where the tree stood, the scene
of hig futave labors. In 1688, the Company was per-

* . mitted to purchase the Zemindari rights to the villages
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' of Gobindapur, Sutanati and Caleutta, called afer the
goddess Kali, and in 1700, these villages were pur-
chagsed.  The fort was built on the site of the
Fairlie Place, Custom House and Kaila Ghat.
In 1771, Calentta was ‘‘ a strageling village of ‘mud
houses, the whole of the ground south of Chand Pal
Ghat being thickly covered with jungle and forest
trees.” The limits of Caleutta were from Chitpur to
Cooly Bazar.,  Gradually, Simla, Mulanga, Mitjapur,
Hogaleuria, and Short’s Bazar were acquired. The
most ancient Hindu families then in Calentta weie the
Sets and Basaks, who were engaged in mercantile
pursuits, and supplied picee-goods to the English
mérchants.  From different parts of  the world,
Baropeans, Moguls, and Armenians began to pour in,
There was an active trade, and in 1787, we had
“opnlent mevchants, gold plentiful, labor cheap, and
not one indigent European in India.”  Tn 1756, Cal-
cutta was taken by Seraj-nd-daula and the horrors of
the Black Hole were committed, but-in 1757, Caleutta
was re-captured by the English. The population of
Caleutta was governed by a Zemindar, who was the
Collector, Judge and Police Administrator, In 1778,
the Supreme Court was established. Tn 1775, the
Police was remodelled, and in 1780, Commissioners
of Conservancy were appointed, who levied two annas

. on the rupee on the rent of shops and one anna on
the houses.

- Bubsequently rules were passed for the mamtc—
nance of the police, method of work and the estab-
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liskment, of the conservative and adjudieative police.
In 1784, the Gentleman’s Magazine says——< There is .
no branch of European comwerce that has made so

. rapid a progress as that ta the Bast Indies.” On the

27th January, 1794, Sir John Richardson and others
wera appointed Justices of the Peace. TPopulation
went on increasing fast. - Many native families
were settled in Gobindapur, and they had to remove
when the new fort—the Fort Willam--was built
there, .

The Armenians and Portuguese, who had left Cal-
cutta, afterwards returned on  the invitation of
Charnock. The gain of the merchants was evidently
high, notwithstanding the monopoly of the FEast
India Company, and the discouragement to private
industry and enterprise. Stavorinus, who wrote in

1770, bears testimony to this fact. It is the commer-

cial import-ance of  Caleutta that drew into it natives
from all parts of Bengal. The activity in the export

- and import trade, the building of ships, the estab.
lishment of Courts, the increase in the numerical

strength of the Government offices, the réquirements
of yprivate merchants for assistants, widened the
sphere of occupation to the natives of Bengal. In
1799, the native banians, sarkars and writers, are
deseribed as carvying on the greatest part of the
retail trade, of Caleuntta. I& Caleutta, certain Ben-
galis who hal made mongg began to distinguish
themselves in the estimation of the Huropean com-
munity,
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= But edueation was totally neglected for some time.
In 1796, a few native children only were taught by
Europeans. Spellieg books and copies for writing
were introduced into native houses, and native teach-
ers possessing a smattering of the English, were em-
ployed as private sechoolmasters, or they opened sehools,
The desire of making money served as a great incen-
tive to English education, as Persian education was
sought for under the Mahomedan administration.
Men like Ramdulal Day learnt only a little of the
Bengali language and accounts, and a few English
phrases and colloquial English, and with such
knowledge, served as ship-sarkars and banisns of
American captains and merchants. As natives
made money, the study of the English languuge was
encouraged, but for a fime low and broken English
or half-English and half-Bengali was spoken, and
somebimes gesture language was used, as Culliver
made himself understood by the Lilliputians. ;
In 1800, the College of Fort William was estah-
lished in Caleutta for the encouragement of learning.
Several Jeading native families had been settled in
Calcutta. Jayaram, one oi the Tagores, was lere
when the Fort William was built. Nabakrishna was
in the service of Clive. Nakur Dhar, who is said to
have lent at one time several lakhs to the Goovernment _
in coin, was an old inhabitant of Caleutta. Rajas
Baidyanath and Nrisinha were descended from him,
Madan Moban Datta, who was the Dewan of the
Export‘ Warehouse, was a contemporary of Raja
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B o ’iéabakmhm, Ramdulal’s mother was his cook, and
Ramdulal was brought np with Madan Mohan’s
sons by a pandit, In those days, penmanship, gnick-
ness in caleulations, and a knowledge of zemindari
aceounts were considered great accomplishments.
. Rameomul’s father knew Persian, and was o She-
ristadar on a salary of fifty Rupees per month in
Hughli. Ramcomul was placed for tvition under a
Siromani Vaidya, and learnt the elements of the
Sanskrit language. Ho often asked for lessons, and’
his tutor remonstrated—Ramcomul used to say ‘a
man must eat according to his appetite.” He came t&
Caleutta and commenced his English studies at Ram-
jay Datta’s at Colootolla about 1801 Rameomul
says “‘ I studied English at a sehool kept by a Hindu
up the river where the boys used to make extracts
from Tutinama and Avabian Nights which were
used as elé_xss-books, there being no Dictionary or
Grammar,” He bought a small hoase at a place,
now the site of Coloptolla Street. This he sold and
parchased the house in Colootolla, formerly occupied
" by Madhab Chandra Sen, We had not the art of
printing here before A. D, 1780. Nor was there any
Bengali work compiled before A. D, 1500. The
first biographical work in Bengali was the life of
Chaitanya, In 1567, Krishoadas Kabiraj, of the
Vaidys caste, and a disciple of Chaitanya, wrote
his 'life. Then we had Mansa, Dharmagana, Maha-
bhavat by Kasidas, Bamayan by Kirtibasa, Chandi
by Kabikaukana and Annada Mangala by Bharat
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ih'a, the two last under the auspices of Raja '
l{nshna Chandra of Nadia. The only works which
ware read in the Patshalas, were Gurudakshina and
the rules of arithmetic by Snvankara. In Rameomul’s
eage, school education was apparently of little or no
use ‘in the development of his mind. There were
no good schools nor avere there proper elementary
hooks in Caleutta at the time, and Rameomul had
not the means of paying for private tuition.

Poverty must have compelled Ramecomnl to give
up all ided of seeking ' for education elsewhere, as he
began life in Caicutta on the 19th November, 1800.
He¢ was in the service of Mr, Namey on the 10th
December 1802. Namey was an Assistant of Mr,
Blacquiere, Chief Magistrate of Caleutta. On the
10th  December, 1803, Ramecomul was married,  In
the same year his father brought him to Mr. R.
Blechynden, the Ciyil Architect of the Govern-
ment, and under him he served as an appren- .
tice.  In 1804 he obtained an appoinfment in the
Hindusthani Press, on & salary of #igit Rupees per
month. In 1808 he was in. the service of the
Chadni Hospital. In 1812 he was under Colonel
Ramsay at the Fort William College. In 1818-19,
Ramcomul, who must have attracted the notice of
Dr. H, H, Wilson whilein the Hindusthani Press,
was appointed a clerk of the Asiatic Sogiety of
Bengal, on a salary of Rs, 12 pei mounth, and he dis-
charged his duties so satisfactorily that he was
afterwards appointed the Native Secretary, and he
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““rose from that office to a membership of the
Council. ' | -

Ramecomul’s life was a life of industry, persever-
-ance and trial.  His thirst for knowledge was great.
When so situated, the sonl goes on disenthralling
itself, and its progressive development is gradually
manifested. School education is moreor less cram-
ming, and does nob in all cases answer the real pur-
pose of educalion.

Thus from &4 very early age, Friend,

My thoughts by slow gradutions had been drawn

To human kind and to the good and ill

Of huraau life ; nature had led men on.— Wordsworth.

This is soul or self-development.

In time Ramcomul beecame an excellent English
scholay, and acquired a knowledge of classical Bengali
and Sanskrit. The development of his intellect and his
high moral principles gained him friends and ad-
moirers among the Huropean ecommuunity and Govern-
ment officiale, From a compositor, on a salary of
8 Rs. 2 month, he now became the Dewan of the
Caleutta Mint, His efficiency was so fully estab-
lished thefe, that he afterwards became the Dewan
of the Bank of Bengal. He was called upon to
exercise the greatest amount of vigilance and judg-
ment in the performance of his duties, and he was
the right hand of Mr. George Udny, the Secretary
of the Bank. Some how or other he got into hot
water with George Udny, This came before the
Directors, but Ramcomul came off with flying eolors.
The Directors placed wnlimited confidence in him, and
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he was often asked to aftend their meetings to r;we
them the benefit of his advice.

With his own advancement in life and his sequisition
of a competency, Ramcomul's thoughts were directed
towards the means of benefiting his country, = Find-

ing that education was the panacea for the com-
plicated diseases of India, he brought his whole
heart to bear on the best means of facilitating the
acquisition of the Fnglish and Vernacular languages,

The Hindu College was opened on the 20th
January 1817. In the same year the Calcutta School
Book Society was established. Tn 1818 the Calcutta
School.  Society was formed. The General Com-
mittee of Public Instruction was appointed in 1823.
Rameomul Sen’s connection with the Hindu College as
a member of its Managing Body, commenced from an
carly date. Kerr in his Review of Public Instruction
mentions the name of Ramecomal Sen as of one, who
took an active part in the establishment of the Hindu
College. Being a sincere orthodox Hindu, he' con-
gidered it o sacred duty to oppose heterodoxy in every

. form and was, therefore, instrumental in dismissing
Mr. DeRozio from the Hindu College, when it was
found that his teachings had produced a body of
young men who were pulling Hinduism to pieces, and
infecting every mook and corner of the city with
gentiments and doctrines, fatal to the established
religion of the Hindus. The impetus which Ram-
mohun Roy bad given to free enquiry and the pro-
gress of ideas, had already penetrated the citadel of
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iy g or(shodoxy, and any Further mdepen&ence and agmew
sion could not boe tolerated. :

Ramcomul was a member of the Councll n'f Edu-
cation  from 1880, when that hody was eomposed of

- BirBdward Ryan, Mr. C. H. Cameron, De. Grantand
other distingnished personages, Of the School Book
Society he was an active member from the commerios-
went.  The idea of the Benguli and English Die-
 tionary must have been sugeested to him while
in the prosecution of his labors as a membey of
the School Book Society’s Committee, He was a
co-laborer with Dr. Caray, and his conneetion with
the Agricultural and Horticultural Soviety of TIndia
of which: Dr. Carey was the founder, commenesd

soon after’ its formation. In 1829 he was the

- Native Secretary and Collector to the Society.  He
contributed to the “Transactions” an  artiels on ‘the
Mannfacture of Paper. In 1844 he was one of the
Viee-Presidents. ' -

His Jove of Saunskrit literature was o great that he
built a house near the Hindu College now known as
the Albert Hall, where he liked to pass a short time
with the Professors of the Sanskrit College, with
‘which he was connected as Secretary. Rawcomul’s
love of education became so well known that he was
requested ‘to  take a puart. in the mavagement of
the Parental Academy, now known as the Doveton
College. Although the trouble he was called upon
fo take did mot bencfit his countrymen but.a race
foreign in every respect, yet he did not hesitate to

[ ]




acoept this labor of love, his conviction of educa-
tion being productwe of measureless blessings being
s0 strong. _

Rameomul Sen was & zea.}ous member of the Dmtmet
Charitable Society, althongh it was an institution
established to administer relief in a way very differ.
ent from; the. mode in ‘whieh . his countrymen gave
charity. When a Snb-Committee was appointed for
relieving the native poor of Caleutta, the town was
divided, and divisions were bounded and defined.
Ramcomul Sen  ¢irculated an addvess to the wealthy
natives, ecalling on them to support the Society, and
pointing out the “ evil effects attending indiseriminate
largesses of the kind, the painful weariness and cou-
tagion of diseases, the loss even of life, to which
crowds of squalid mendicants, who gather together
from distant parts on occasion of death of a wealthy
relative, are exposed.”” The Committee referred to,
consisted of a number of Kuropean and native gentle- -
men, of whom Ramcomul Sen was ome. In 1834
he was elected one of the Vice-Presidents, as a mark
of distinction, '

In 1830 Ramcomul completed his English and
Bengali Dictionary of 700 pages, which Mr. J. C.
Masshman, the ' Editor of the Friend of India, pro-
nounces ¢ the fullest and most valuable work of its
kind which we possess, and will be the most: lasting
monument of his industry, zeal and erudition.
It is perbaps the work by which his name will be re-
cognized by posterity,”
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Before the establishment nf the Medir'a,! College,
~ Lord William Bentinck appointed a Committee, of
which Rameomul was o member, for the purpose of
reporting on the state of medical education in Caleutta.
We will give a few extracts from Dr. H. H, Wil-
_son’s letters to Ramecomul, and wish we could give '
the extracts from the letters of the Latter, but they
are not forthcoming :—-

Beh January 1833.
“ A few years more, and T hope yon will be able to devolve
- the important sjituation you held opon one of your sons, and
withdraw to a comfortabls and honorable leisure, engaged
only in the improvenient of the snceeeding generation in.
which you have always taken so zeslous a share.”
i o 2ard February 1838,
High estimation in which Ramcomul was Feld-=T havs
never had a fancy for being idle, though far from being such
a pattern of industry as yourself. Give my kind regards to
hoth the young men, and assure them that nothing will give |
me greater satisfaction than to hear that they are treading
on their fathers’ footsteps and establishing a like character
for talent, industry aund integrity—<the two latter are
entirely in their power ; talent is to & cextain extent inbora,
* but 'enongh is attainable by ordinary exertion, when no
nataral deficiency exists to conduct every wan respectably
snd successiully through life”
¥ ; 27th June 1833,
“1 bave written to no one yet but Mr. Siddoss, You come
next in 1y correspondence. I have not yel seen Ram Mo-
hun Roy, and do not know what he iz about, London is a
wide place, and all the people are in such a bustle and so
exclusively engaged in their own concerus, that av individual
§inds himself quite lost and utterly insignificant amidst the
miglty mass,”
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Bnglish People:—* We have had every variety of tempera« {
tura and frequent alternations of rainy chilly days with sun-
shine and war mth ; the effect of this upon the yegetable world
is h:ghly ad\rautngeous, and corn, fruit and flower are orare
likely to be abundait. The paopie here ave nevertheless dis-
contented—dissatisfied with the Government and displeased
with themselvas. The fact is that it 1 their own fault,
They all live beyoud their means, spend miore than they
catt afford, atd when they suffer for their folly, plead tho
hardness of the times, and the pressure of taxation, They
cannot be very badly off, it has been gaid in one of the
papets, when thay cah raise about a lakh of vupeed'a day to
support Ttalian singers, French dancers, and other foreiguers,

 whose' irade it ig to entertain the Euglish publie, not to
mention actors, singers, dancers; and other exhibitors of
nglish growih,  In spite of the want of such persons, you
are much happier in Caleutta, and much more rationaily and
soberly occupied than the good people of Loudon, though
they think themselves the wisest and best in the world,
1 preter by far the good sense of wy  old frieuds in the Fast
~~particulatly my native friends.”

After Dr. Wilson was installed as Boden Professor
of Sanskrit at the Oxford University, he wrote on
the 9th October, 1833.

Ram Mohun Roy.—* He had no intention of returning i~
medlately, and Fate ordained that he should not reburn at all.
1 am very sorry for it. He would have come back a more
reasoiiable man, much more moderate in his views than he
was in quitting India,” :

Charter.~* You are on the eve of great n.lmatmns in the

" administragion: of the affairs in the Bast, not all for the
wetter. I am aleaid fresh burdens will be imposed npon the
revenue, to the gain of the public creditors, perhaps, but the
loss of the pablic.”
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7 On the 21st December, Dr. Wilson yrites— !

C‘ammema! Fadurea ¥ The desf.ruetion of pmperty and Al
'uredtt by the failure of the Calentta houses has been most
dlstresamg but the commerce of the country will perhaps

'benefit by it as storms purify the air, aud do-more good in :
the end than cal, The system was rotten to the core, and '
being overturned, trade will be no more unhealthy”

Studiss in the Hindu College— T hope the Political Econo-
my lectures will not be introduced. They will be of no use.
Those on Law, if properly given, would he very beneficial,”
but it requires attainments of au unusual character to gne-
them properly.”

Sanskrit College— Is in & worse way th:m the Hindix
College apparently 3 for the Education Committee seem to be
English-mad.  They will do much more harm than good
by their precipitation, and disgust a considerable body of
waluable men, both Pundits and Moulvis, who with a little
‘perseverance and managemeunt would have come to be usefal
instruments, 1 have had some account from Mr. Prinsep of
the stute of things, and am sorry to see the Committee relin-
quishing a gentler system for one of rash and violent theory.”

Ram Molvun Bloy.—* In a lotter 1 wrote to you T mentioned
the death of Ram Mohun Roy. Since then I have seen Mr.
Hare's brother, and had some conversation with him on the
snbject. Ram Mohun died of brain-fever ; he had grown very
stout, and looked full and flashed when 1 saw him. 1t was
thought he had the liver, and his medieal treatment was for
that and wpot for determination to the head. Tt appears also
that mental anxiety contributed to aggravate his complaint.

“% In 18342 Mr. Theodore Dickens was appointed Professor of Law.
He lectured from Blackstone and, I must say, failed to make hinmself
instrietive. He was succeedcd by Sip John Grant' after he came
from ‘Bombay. His lectures on jurisprudence, ethics and metaphy-
sics, were very interesting,
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Ele had become embarassed for money, and was obliged to

borrow of his friends here ; in doing which he mmust have

been esposed to moch aunnoyance, as people in England
wonld as soon part with their lives as theiv money. Then
Mr. Sandford Arnot, whom he had employed as his Becre-
tary, mportuned him for the payment of large arrears which
he called arrears of salary, and threatoned Ram Mohun, if
not paid, to do what he has done since his death, claiwm as his
awn writing all that Ram Mohun published in England. In
short, Ram Mohua got amongst a low, needy, unprmmpled set
of people, and found out his mistake, I suspect, when too
late, which preyed upon his spivit and injured his health.
‘With all his defeets, he was no common man, and his conntry
may be proud of him.”

6tk Mearoh 1834,

Conversion.—° 1 was very happy to see the decision of the
Court in the case of the youth who had been beguiled into .
Christianity ; for, though I think conversion must and will
take place very extensively, yet Ido not think it should begin
wlth young lads whilst under the parental authonty, and -
before they have either ability or right to think or act for
themselves. I hope the deeision will set the minds of our
native friends at rest, and induce them to continue to gend
their sous to the College.”

Sanskrit.—*T am going to publish a translation of the San-
%hya Bhashya with My, Colebrooke’s travslation of Sanbhya
Harika, and then the travslation of the Hawmadz. I mustde
something of -this kind, for my credit's sake ; but to say the
truth, the people hers care nothing about Sanskrit. They care
equally little about anything literary, and not much about
anything scientific. BEating, ostentation and polities are the
total of Engl:sh existence. T have a very mean upmmn of my
countrymen,”
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S0k M@‘ 1634,

Bank of Bengal—“1 am sorry too to find you have been
_a_f@ef by the sad commercial failures, as well as myself and
others, n.nd that the emoluments of your situation in the Bank
‘have fallen so far heneath your expeetations. As, however, the
- state of thmgs must mend, and no dobibt will be all the better

in the end, after the aunihilation of the artificial capital
and return to a sounder system, the prosperity of commerce
and of the Bank will revive,” '

Asiatic Society—Is one of the most creditable institutions
established by the English in Tudia, and has been the means
of doing waunch goori—-—a.mmatmg suech men as Jones and
Colebracke to make the Findus known to Eumpenns. AR
far as I bave yet had an opportanity of comparing it with
Societies here, it need not shrink from a comparison, eoutain-
ing as much talent and energy as any, and conducting its
proceedings with quite as much method and spirit. There
is a morbid vanity about Englishmen that disposes them to
undervalue everything that is not of their own country and
in it also, but I am not quite satisfied that London itself does
not offer a more intelligent or active scene than Caloutta.
There is great talent here, no doubt, Lut it is less concentrated,

and what I did not expect there is great idleness—great waste

of time, as reading newspapers and walking about the streets,
Bven in Oxford there is little stady—not above four hours a
day, at most from 9 till 1,—then people go avd walk or ride
till near b, diue a6 5 and talk £ill 10, go to bed apd got up ot
8 nest morning. What can be effected in these few hours J"‘

202k Augem 1834,

Sanpskrit— II' Sansknt. is discournged in Imha, the Pundits
must adjourn to Europe ; but neither Lord William, nor Mr.
Trevelyan, know what they ave doing wheu they seck to dis-
countenauce it.  Upon its enitivation depends. the means of

L
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1¢ is 4 visionaty absdvdity to think of making English the
language’ of India. Tt should be extensively stadied, ro
 dofbt, buy the improvement of the native dialects, evriching

them with Sandkrit terms for Baglish ideds, and to eﬁ'hct this,
 Sanskrit niust be cultivatéd As well a8 Engﬁéﬁ il

Lord Wiltiam Bontinck— Ts an ignorant man, . He has &
vigorous mind and quiet observation, but ke never reads and

; therefnre, dft.en 3udgea wrongly.”

Society in Engiund.——“ The people hem are so taLen up w;th
themselves that they ocsumot bestow wmvch attention upon
otbers, It is the same amongst themselves, Englaund s
divided into many little Englands—there is an England of

fashion, of eclassical learniag, of antiquities, of scieunce, of
profession, of commorce, of speculation, of politics —all
dabble in the last ; but in each of the former, it is a mere
accident if ohe of one set knows anything of what is going
on in aunother. The stts were very large, comprehen(hng;
many thousands each ; g0 that there is a wide field of inter-

est, only that it is Tocal and disconnected. Books are printed

ab the University Press which are never heard of in tie
TRoyal Society. The Philosophical Transactions have not six
readers in Oxford, and the Royal Asiatic Society's pmwedmgg
are wnknown to both, The Transactions of the Royal Society of
Literature even do not find their way to the College libraries

o readmg-roorns, and if publications and proceedings imme- -

d 1ately under their own noses are not scented, we need not maz-
vel that Bengal Rasearches and Asiatic Journals do not attruct
notice. It is of no use to caloulats on populanty in England.

1t 9 not to be had for any thing but a novel or a newspaper.” ¥

Roman  Character.—~" My, Siddons sent me ‘the brxlhant"

project of substituting the Roman letters for Devanagari-—
an inferior for & guperior body of representative souuds and
an alphabet inconsistent bt with the genius of the ludian
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"_ﬁaﬁua_gae._ The great comfort in all these absurdities s

“their impractienbility. It is loss of time to object to what will

never be—the notion has not, even the merit of originality.
Lok at Gilchrist’s Bakoontola, Polyglot Fables, & Who ever

does look at them? Trevelyan is another Gnlchnst, rather

 better taught perhaps, but quite as absard.”?

25th September 1835,
How time spent~“There is much less leisure and more
indolence in England than in India. We do not sit here
agreeably and uninterruptedly from morning till evening as
in Calcutta. The streets are open at every hour, and there is

S,

a person to be visited, an article to be procured or a walk to

be taken which wastes many a good hour in the open air or
breaks in upon those spent at home. Then people leave their

kouses altogether frequently during the summer, and gpend |

six weeks or two months in literally doing nothing.”

Indian Commerce,—* There seems every likelihood of some
remission being made wpon the sugar duties hers, and that
will give some spur to your agriculture. §hoald the disccvery
of tea turn out well, that will be a great thing for the north-

east part of the conntry at least, but some time must elapse be-

fore much can be effected. 1t must be owned that the people of
England, the mercantile and Parliamentary peaple ab least, are
t00 greedy for their profits to treat Indian commerce with
justice, but it is very much your own fault. You submit tao
quietly, There is a moral as well as a physical foree, You
employ neither. The latter is out of the question, but you
might exert the former,. Vou should hold meetings and peti-
tion-—petition—petition, Again and again petition the Goy-
ernment of Bengal, the Court of Directoré, the Board of Con-
trol, whenever you think yourselves aggrieved. There ure
plenty of clever barristers in Caleutta,if you distrust your own
elerks, who will draw up such petitions, but you must hold
public ‘meetings, and (alk about them and talk boldly too.
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Yon can; do such things to pay compliments.' Why not meet
to discuss your rights ¢ I am no friend to agitation in general,

but it is neceesary for India. Jn her commerce alone she ts

seriously injured ; her manufoctures are annikilated, hor raw
produce burthened tn England with heavy dutiss, and English
manufactures jorced wpon her duty-free. Thare s nb. equity
in this, and it would not be endured. It could mot have hap-
wened if the Government of dntlia had been tindependant. There
are other points on which reform is required, but it will
not be granted if it is not asked for perseveringly, and Joudly
demanded.” :

Sanskrit Literature.~* You speak in proper terms of the

absurd plans of Mr. Trevelyan to abolish oriental literature
even to its alphabet. The schewe is monstrous #nd imprac-
tieable, and time will show, but, in the meanwhile, it will do
much harm ; dividing and distracting the sentiments of the

fvionds of native education and interrupting all that was

proceeding 8o quietly and so well. | The opposition made by
the natives in ‘theiv petfition against the abolition of the
Sanskrit College and Madrissa was well timed, and the
departuré of Locd William will have also suspended the evil
designs of Messys. Macaulay and Trevelyan. If you suffer
them ultimately to prevail, you will have yourselves to blawe.
I am as friendly as they are to a wide extension of English,
and promoted it far beyond what they will ever accomplish.
They write abont it. I worked at it as you know ; but I

 saw no incompatibility between the cultivation of the classical
languages. of India and Hoglish, and I am still of opinion
that real improvement—the elevation of the minds of the
peéoplo—cannot be effected withont both classes of lan-
guages being studied.”

Lord Williwm Bentingk.~* 1. am aware of the meetings at
the College in houor of Lord and Lady William Beutinck,
I think you were extremely mistaken in your ap preciation of

" their merits ; but still I like fo see a public feeling growing
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WP Amongst my Caleutta native friends, Wheu they gam-'
courage and, above all, combine, they will do for themselves
mueh nore good than the Gavernmeut can’ do for them hy
: m.ultiplymg nll-paid oﬂieea.” b

BYet Jamuary 1848,
Dy, Wilson wrote as follows i

Oriental, Tewt Socieyy~“T1 have not had an opportunity
vet of communicating the contents of your letter to the Con-
tuittee, as theve has not been any meeting, Sir Gore Ousley,
whu is the President, having been aut of town.  We are te
meet ina few dayy, when 1 shall make your liberality known
' to them 5 and recommend, them to nominate you as their
representative in Caleattay giving you anthority to appoint
whom yon will, to collect subseriptions and make what
 avrangements you think advantageous. Are you intimate
with My, Millet? Ho has written lately to Mr. Buyley on
the subject of printing the Vedas, and has showu great and
liberal zeal in the cange.” ;

Numzamatics.—“1 want to get Tor the Numismatic Society”
of London a set of uative (purely native) coining instruments,
such as were used in the Tudian Mints before the Buglish
were heard of, and such as ars still used, I dare gay, i sonte
paxts of Central [ndia or possibly even at Lucknow. I want
particnlarly the stand and hammer with which the dye is

~ struck, or rather the npper and undev faces of the dye itself. i .'

Iowaut the clay ingot would, the ladle longs, common senles,
adjusting. apparatus, &e., but it must be. genvine Indum, un-
adulterated—nothing BEuropean. I stron glyaanspect tfmt the

" instruoments will turn out to be very much the same as thoss
nsed by the Grecks and Romans, and will throw more light
upon ‘the coinage of tlhe ancient na‘tmns than a indeed anti- |
quarian diasertabwna




| In 1835, Dr. Martin addressed a letter to the Go-
vornors of the Native _H'ospitnl in Caleutta, urging the
necessity for the establishment of a Pever Hospital in
a central part of the Native Town. The Governors
assembled to take the gul_m_jéct into considevation, an_d
among  those who submitted their notes and observ-
ations was Rameomul Sen, showing not only an ac-
quaintance with sanitation, but a catholicity of views
ubexpected from an orthodox Hindu, who hesitated
~ not to find fault with the sacred water of the Gunga,
 and denounce the eceremony of unterjole in  the
cause of humanity. His notes may be looked upon
as an outline of the samtary measures subsequently
adopted in Calentta,

The Governors passed Resolutions and forwarded
them to the Governmenf. Public meetings were
held, subseriptions raised, and Dr. Martin addressed
the Governor-Greneral on the subject. A Committee
was then appointed by the Government of Bengal.
. Rameomul was a member of the Committee, composed

of Sir Bdward Ryan, Sir John Grant, Dr. Martin,

Dwarkanath Tagore and others. The range of subjeets
embraced in the enquiry was large, but all bore on
the samitation and on the immediste medical aid
required. The enquiries made by the Committee
were ramified under different heads, and the ve-
sults bave led to the improvements in drainage,
water supply and other local reforms, with which
the city is now blessed. The Report of the Com-
mittee of which Sir John Peter Grant was the
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Rsmwmul Sen atid Di. Fackson wluc.h are as fnl-'

Io WE

o« Of all charitable :uatltutmns, the establishment of Fos-
pltam for the relief and preservation of health of the poor avd
infirm, is of the greatest benefit and wutility, particulavly in
a ‘metropolis like Caleutta, to which people from every part
of the country resort. !

Thers is a General Hospital, o Sanatavium, and other in-
stitutions, which afford medical relief to Kuropeans; but

I there ave none which are of adequate gervice to the immense
nuiober of poor, homeloss and helpless Native inhabitants

and emigrants, in and about the Town of Caleutta. ' It may

he said that there is a Native Hospital, and two Publie Dis-
pensaries, but the people do not generally avail themselves
of the bevefit of these Lnstitutions.

The dmpcmm ies supply medicines to such persons as ave
able to attend personally, and to show themselves to the
Superintending  Surgeon or Apothecary, but if the dose of
medicine they receive does not produce the expected relief, or
operates with any degree of violence, or if their illness in-
¢reases, they do not present themselves again or apply for

more medicines, and nothing move is known of their history. .

' Indeed there are many who receive medicine from the dis-
pensaries, but do not take it at all.  The Native Hospital is
well calculated, and was originally established, for patients
laboring under external or accidental injuries, such as are
coustantly sent by the Police; but people affected with fever
or other diseases, of whom great numbers die annually, devive
hardly any benefit from It, aud considering their habits,
customs, and roligious seruples, it is nob to be wondered at
that they ave averse to accept the relief held out by this insti-
‘tation, and that they would rather die in their huts and
cottages, than have recourse to'the Native Hospital, which
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admits indiscriminately, and without separate accommodation,
patients of all classes and castes. The object of these few
notes is to suggest something for the relief of persons of
this descnpuon

Fever is unguestionally the most prevalent complmnt in
and about Caleutta, and the canses ars very ably stated in the

accompanying Paper by ,Dr. Martin. ' The following aay be

stated 25 amongst the various causes productive of fever :--

Ist.—Want of tanks in different parts of the Natwe Town
to euppty wholesuine water for drinking.

Ind— Aceumulation of filth and stagnant water.

3rd.—Shatlow tanks, with nnwholesome water.

4th.~Digging pits and holes and leaving them open.

Bth~—Drains,

lst.—The want of good banks in Calcatta is severely felt
by the Native population. The only public tanks we have
in Town are—

Loll Deghee, : Puttnldanga, a.nd
 Wellington Square, " Hadua. _

The 1st of these is ¢rowded from six in the morning to
ten at night, and were it not for its communication with the
River, it would be dry between April and May every year.

Of the 2nd the water is said not to be very good.

The 3rd one ia shallow, and the little water which it con-
tains in the dry season is not fit for ordinary purposes. It

has, moveover, been spoiled by being frequently filled with

water, carvied £rom the public drains,
The water of the 4th is very little used, but owing to what

cause I do not know.

As to the River, I need not describe the insalubrious and '

filthy stake of the water during the greater part of the year;

which is know n to almost every one, and for waut of proper
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MR A T drains of Caleutta, as far as 1egards passdges’ for
{ .csﬁn'ying off the rain water into the iver and Civeular Cab-

_n'a.i ‘ara tolevable, but the sewers in niost: partd of the Town
are in a very offensive state, mdepandant of the m:cumula-

 tion of stagnant water from kitcheus, &e.

(T1f. Theve are a great many shullow tanks within the

Town, which ' have wery little whater, and that of the worst
quality daring the greatest part of the year, the effluvia from
which is sufficient to sicken people passing or living by them.

&

Many of these are yearly filled up with street sweepings

Al nad rubbish collected by the Conservancy people, who throw
' into them all sorts of dirt, without regard to the distress
‘and annoyance felt by the people living about them gote
of these take a year or two 6o be filled, dnung which the
water of the veighbouring tanks and ‘wells way be vitiat-
ed and become unfit for use, 1 am not prepart-d to state
Low far it doss pot even contaminate the awr about the place;

but nothing can be more offensive and disgusting to the fes!- |

ingy generally, that a residence in such & neighbourhood at

the time.

1V, ‘The pmctlce of allciw:nrr peuple nuhacrmmately tol

dig holes and pits, for raisivg the floors of their huts and
other purposes, allowing these holes to remain open or balf
filled with all the refuse and nastiness of the neighhourhood,

is nuother serious source of evil, both ag regards dra.mage

and '\.tmoaphem purity.

¥, 1 lhave said that the draing are kept in tolerably good

condition, bt they cannot do much good to the inhabitanta
so-long as private tattees and privies are allowed to remain
" on toth bovders of thew in rows, in which' the' contents ac-

cumulate,and are pmodlcally [ot off into the same draivs to

be washed asway by the rain.
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«Ié/ the Suburhs of Calcuttn, the drains ave badly kept-
water does not find its free passage in them, and amongst
crowded gavdens, fall of marshy places gurrounded by jungul,
the free sirculation of air is prevented, while the decayed
leaves and vegetabls substances thrown iuto the stagnant
water create malarvia and prodnce fever. I bave seen thit
few of the labourers, peasants and pooret class of people liv-
ing in the Suburbs, escape its effects, and evon the higher
class of people ave attacked with it, and a large portivn of
them fall victims to it. £

G,

Those who eaunot afford preventive means, such as covers .

ing of the body, raised bed, &, and are obliged to live upon
sucoulent vegetables, lie on the dawp ground, are bare-footed,
and bare-headed, suffer more, and the fever becowes fre-
guently general and epidemie in certain spots.

People from various parts of Bengal come to Caleatta 6o

seek for eployment, to beg charity and assistance from their
friends and acquaintances, and for speculations,

They come and live with persons who ato amplo‘}red-' in
offices, and’ workmen, and thoss who follow menial profes-
sions, and shose means are very limited. 1f they are able

or willing to live separately, they hive lodgings in some huts

or old Luildings, the small apartments of which ave let frome
2 annas to 2 rupees & mouth, These people do not possess a
sufficiont quantity of clothing ; they are naked almost day
and night ; they bave no bed, aud lie down on mats and
leaved spread on the damp ground in their cells ot holes—in
hot weather they sleep out in open places, and on' the
borders ‘of the road, exposed to the weather, and all ite

changes. : : S
' When they get fever or cholera, they have nobody to
attend on them, nor have they any means to procure medieal
aid, elothing or food suitable to the state of their health. - Xf
it is fever, it iucrenses and becowes violent day by day:

230387
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yiany canhot afford to buy cven a dose Gf Pachiun* wiich
costs but one pice, and even if the people of the house or

“their, n_ei_gl_:’bbﬁm give him  pice enough to purchase it, they
" have neither place nor means to prepare it 3 and destitute of

all 'the comforts and necessaries of life, thieir illnesses soon

arrive at o stage in which ‘their recovery must be considered

doubtiul, and always dangerouns; while they ave, without
any care and attention being paid to them, exposed to the
vicissitudes of atmosphere, with nothing but unwholesome
water for drink,

The friends of the miserable being svith whom he lives; or

at whose place he hires his lodgivg, finding his case bad,
become alarmed, send for a Bydat to preseribe for hinm.
Because the landlord or host now becomes invelved in an-
ofher difficulty, he cannot attend himself to the sick, and
nwither has or can give means to take proper care of him,
and, therefore, to get rid of his sick tenant or guest, these are
the modes usually resorted to : he procures him either a boak
or dooly {0 earry him to his family, in the conntry, which
L8 never or at least seldom reaches. By the shaking and
agitation he receives in his weak state, exposed to the
weather, he soon dies. T have soen boatmen aud bearers
often put down such men on'the ghats and ‘bank of the river,
&e., where in a few hours they have expired, or are often
attacked by beasts of prey before they cease to breathe,
. 2nd.~The vecond and more convenient mode adopted in
Caleutta for disposing of euch men, is to carry him'to the
bank of the river, and there to place him under the charge
of some hired peoople at the ghat of the river, waiting his
dissolution. _ | 1 it

This mode is considered more convenient and less' expen-
sive both for the deceased as well as the persons to whom

# The commonest and cheapest Native remedy,
+ Native Doctor.

i sy { ‘ b I
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o s attached. | Another reasou for this also is the well -'
known  Hindoo belief, that when a sick man considers that
hia has no hope lefs of being recovered, he hnd better die by
0 the ‘holy  streaum, Allowing. the siek to die in his cell, and
| thvawing his body inte the stream, is reckoned infamous . and
 disgraceful both to the survivors and friends of the deceased,
. and cruel and uubecoundng in the pemons with whom he has
| lived, Buz if he dies on the bank of the Ganges there is
' some consolation for his family aud friends, and at the same
time it saves the landlord or his host froin the reproaches,
which might otherwise be poured upon him by the friends who
think that they have done all thet could be offered to a man
in a dying or distressed situation. They are supposed to have
administeved him medicine, supplied him with food, and have
. done the last service a dying man rvequires, and at the same
fime not  suspested of having robbed the decoused of his pro«
perty.  Forif his friends or his landlord allow him  to ' die in
tho house they dre afraid of being annoyed by the Police, who
would come to investigate the cause of the man’s death, and
muke enquiries as to whether he had laft any property, before
they would allow the dead body to be xemoved. 1t is mot
always an easy task to get rid of the Policemen without some
trouble and expense. Besides, nobody but persons of his own
elass or caste could or would touch the dead body,' much less
dispose of it
Tt i¢ to these circamstances that the Undarjals, or Ghaut
'.'iim-der, owes its dorivation, about which ' so mm,h has of late
been said in the Caloutta papers. .
To save people of this description an&. those whose cases
prevent them attending at the existing Institutions for roediou!
aid, a place in the centrical part of the Native Towa has long
been wanted—I mean a Hospilal on a moderate seale to res
' eive houseless and friendless and sick Natives, in whick they
can obtain comimon medioal aid and attendance, and a temporary
asylum during eonvalescence.



The little Hospital attached to the Medical Class of the Sans-
krit' College, lately abolished by order of Governrent for the
sake of the new Medical Institution, did considerable good as
far a8 its limited means allowed ; and I am persuaded that an

. establishment of this kind, foanded on such a principle and con-

' duoted undor sneh an zrrangement as would guard against any

invasion upon the religious sevunles and prejudices of the sick,

will be highly benoficial, and recognized as a blessin g conferred
upon the people. The expense in the beginning will be trifling,
and  the respectable Hindu inbabitants of the Town, when they
understand fally the prineiple of the Hospital, ‘and ' ave able to
measure the geod done by it, will come forward to give both
donations and subscriptions liberally. I cannot close these hints

- wathout offering: to Baboo Ramcomul Sen my best thanks for

 big prowpt and valuable assistance in furnishing me with the
 mmnuate information respecting tha feelings of the Natives, espe-
clally the Hindus, on the ‘subject of Hospital diseipline, and
. thereason for their present dislike to avail themwelves of onr
treatment and cire : ho has executed his task so completely, that
1 have had little left to do to arrange and bring together what
ke supplied. The notes and observations bosr the i impress of
a thorough knowledge of the city and a benevolent desire  to
hes:i and help the sick. ;
' A, R. JACKSON.

Ramcomul Sen’s evidence given before the Muni-
cipal Committee is as follows ;e

€. 1. The late fires in Caloutts have cansed destruction of
property to a considerable extent, and the Governor-General
bas asked ws to 'report upon the case. - The Chisf Magistrate
. seerus to have some objection to cospel the people by law to
build huts with mud walls and tiled roofs instead of mat walls
and straw roofs, what do you think is the difference of value
kelween these two sorls of hutsP—A. There are three different
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. kinds of mmd-walled huts--the 1t mad wall built from the
foundation to the edge of the chopper, gradually sloping; this
sort 0f wall ‘eanuot be evected in Caloubtn, the soil is not suited
for it The 2nd, Ohitér-berra, made of Bamboo branches
‘covered with mud. This is also objeetionsble here on account
of the dampnoss of Caleutta being more than that of the
Mofassil ; 8rd, Gurran sticks covared with cow-dung and clay.
This kind will answer the purpose better, last loag and is not
lable ¢o fire.  T'he difference of expense is comparatively  snall,
the only difference is in the value of tiles. Formerly straw was
visry cheap, now it is very dear, and therefore the people in
building huts use common straw called Beechally, which lasts
only $welve monthy; one difference is in making the  frame,
which  for a tiled hut requires to be made stronger and closer,
These sticks may be used and the tiles preserved for 30 or 40
years, s0, though dearer ak the beginuing, they are cheaper in
the end, but the difficulty is in finding ready money for the
expense of }Jluldmg
€. 2. What is the expense P-—-.d 1t must depend  wpon the
sort of hut erected. There are choppers from fwelve annas to
five 1upees and ten rapees. The money is vequired to be kud
out all at once. The better sort of huts require time to be |
bailt, the tiles cannot always bo had here—they are imported
from Barrackpore, &c.
@. 3. What do you suppose is the difference of cust between
the tiled and straw huts of the same dimensions#-—d4. The
difference in the cost of straw and tiles. The differenee be-.
tween strong substantial straw huts and tiled hufs I should
estimate at 50 per cent., we., if the one cosh ten rupees; the |
other will cost fifteen. The roats and stulm are spmlb in twelve
woubhs, '

Q. 4. 'What is the fecling of the Natives as to the pxefer- f
enco for the wake of eouvenience, health, cleanliness, &e¢.  Have
they any prejudics P-4, They would have tiled huts if they

* could afford it, there is no objection in regard to filthiness,
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people Emng iy Wuah ks oard Yitlo for divt. | T-ihink they all
o prefer: tiled huts; people who live in those huts are out the
~grester part of the day and do not regard the heat. They
* have mno prejudice or feeling save the difference of expense.
Steaw huts properly thatched are covler and keep out rain, cold
and dust Letter than tiled ones, but heing more liable to fire.
Q. 5. Then you think the expense is the sole preference f—
A. Certainly, I think the tiled huts are gradually increasing ;
formerly there weve three-fourths of the huts in town straw
built, now there are more than hulf tiled.
©. 6. Do you know the proportions of the hut« bullt by the
landlotds and tho oceupicrs P—d. There are three classes; 1sf,
hats built by the proprietors of land; 2nd, land being rented
by an individual he builds huts to be let ; and 2rd, the land
being rented by the ryots at a small charge, they build buts at
their. own  expense; this class is the largest proportion, more
than half. T wonld say two-thinds, {
% 7. 'Then the expense of building in case of compulsory
Jaw would fall on the poorer e¢lassesP~-d. Cerfainly it would
fall upon the tenants, the poorer class, and not upon the richer,
and it wonld be considered a forcible measure, R
@. 8. Do you thiak the feelings of the Natives would be op-
posed to such alaw P—A. Not of those who could afford, they
~\would buiid, the poorer part would leave Caleutia and go into
the Suburbs, and elsewhero.
Q. 9. Would not the proprietors of laud suffer a loss of rené
then P—.d., I think the loss would be temporaty, they would
seturn again and baild in Calcutta when able fo do it,

@210, What do you think of the expediency of passing such
g lnw P-—4. T think it would be very hard upon poor people;
who cannot afford the expenses, if sich law is passed generally,
but if partially, it will not be so, I mean where there’ may be
pucka houses; or number of filed houses, building of straw hute
there may be prohibited. fiabiee




.11, T8 not the evil complained of now, that pucka Houses i
are destroyed by the neighbourhood of straw buts P—.4. Yes,

by the late fires more pucka houses are burnt than I have ever
known before; I would not build a pucka house near such

huts.

¢ 12, Woold ‘the poor go info the Suburbs because they
could ercct there huts cheaper, and would not that lead to the
landlords' building tiled housesP~A. Yes, they would go into
the Subirbs because they conid build ab cheaper rates; ifl such
law is established that proprietors may build tiled houses in the
most populous part, such ds the border of public roads, bazars,
&o., and leb to advantage ; that in the Suburbs I do not think
thay wonld lay out money [or building tiled houses, but only
build straw huts, and it would only be removing the eyil to the

Suburbs.

0. 13. We want to know whether the landlord would build

tiled hiouses seeing the ryots going out of his land P=-id; I

* wonld not; if I have land, I wonld rather let it out to the ryols

to build their own houses, than build upon it myself, as in case
of proprietary buildings the tenants have no interest in them, . -
and they frequently run away and the rent is lost.

@. 14. State your opinton as to the expediency of such a
law ?—4. Tt would be expedient fo introducs a partial law
dividing the Towa into distriots, and appointing Comuxiftecs
with discretionary power to decide whether straw huts may be
built at a dertain place or not, and that o man should build »
hut without the authority of the Disteiet Committee; bub if &
general law is introduced to prohibit the erection of straw bubs,
it will be very hard, In places where there sre no pucka build-
ings, the effect of such a law would be very hard, such as in
Bamunbustes, and the ryots would leave the place.

@ 15, Then you think a parhal reguiation would be  cxpe-
dient under Committees P~—4.  Yos, where prohibition with

regard to sifuation and circurustance is inexpedient,




i ¥10n P-—-A Ths Commttoea are to ach under the tmthonty of
: l;ha Police. -

@17, Wou't that be mmavenient, and what are tl-e Cum-
.mitbaas to doP—A. The Committoes should act under the
authority of Government whore thore are a number of tiled huts
orpmeka buildings, they will authorize no straw huts to be
built there, nor in a direction likely to communicate or exiend
fire, should it break out. The Covamittees being residents
would know their own intorests and set accordingly.

¢. 18, Then your opinion is against the general compulsory
Tavr, bt you would vest the discretion of prohibiting to Com-
‘mittees of inhabitants P=-d. Yed. ;
| 9.19. Do you lLmow the amount of property destroyed by
the late fives P—A. It is impossible to ascertain i, but I should
think it is overstated in the papers. T havo cbserved the pro«
perty being removed on the alarm of firs, npon several occasions.

. 20, What do you estimate the aversge loss to a family P
A. 1 think each family niust have lost 20 to 30 Rs. ; no, thatis
too mach, I think 10 Rs. the most, exclusive of tha value of
the huts,

Q. 21. There is a proposition before the Cu:maitbee of Dise
trict Charitable Society to yaise money by subsoribing to relieve
the saffovrers by fire; suppose the Conrmitree raise a large sum,
do you think that if that morey was properly distribnted, a com-
pulsory law might be enacted P--4. I do not think the sub-
seription will amount to such a sam, that you can a.ﬂ'ord rehei to
all {o enable them to erect tiled huts. '

Q. 22. Suppose the subseription is raised to the amount of
30,000 rupees P—d, T do not think it will be raised to that ex-

. teut, that will enable you to give relisf to the peoplo to build

" tiled hots throughont Culentta and the adjacent plate ; and une
Jess the whole is tiled, T mean robuilding those destroyed by fire,
and ohanging the remaining straw huts for tiles, the safety and



seowrity of the former will be nominal, and the danger is nol
removed. '

Q. 93, Supposing that difficully is overcome, wounid you
agree to a compulsory law P~d. Py no means, I thinga com-
pulsory law ought not to be enacted wader any eirenmstances,
because straw huts and tempovary houses composed of com-
bustible materials, ave often evected even b) rich penpie, ‘which
cannot be prevented.

Would tiled houses add to the msalubnty of the
piam P"‘A? Considerably, unless they are made sufficiently
apart, having space for ventilation of air, and the mud requi-
site for their houses 1s supplied, they excavate holes which
remain full of stagnated water, and gradially filled up by filth.

Q. 25. Then you think that without proper sewerage and
drainage it would cause unhealthinessP—d, Yes, unless the
cutting of the hole is prevented. Besides, tiled houses ave built
80 close together, that in many places a free urculatlon of ‘air
is'often prevented.

&, 26, Then perhaps fires are necessaty o Ineep the Town
henlthy P—4. If 1 am not mistaken the dampness with which =
the air is impregnated is destroyed. and the unhealthiness is i
some degree remooved Ly five. My medical friend sitting before
me  (Dr Jackson) will be able to give an opinion better than
I can oﬂ'er. '

@ 27, In Captain Birch’s plan he proposes to Government
to compel the landlords to lay oat tbeir ground, do you' see any
objection 1o thatP~—A. That depends on the value of the
ground, the proposition cannot be carried into effect in ail the
divisions of the Tovn. The huts mast be built to the oceupier’s
convenience; but unless something of this kind iz done, the
Town can never be beautified. T would be coutent to: leave this
to the Coni aitee of inhabitants. -

. 28, In the Committee of the District Charitable Sociaty,

_ the sum raised is contemplated to be distributed in loans
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amongst the sufferers nnder the management of Nativa Come
‘mittoes, do you think thty will be able to protect against fraud,
&e. P=d, I do not think it safe to lend the money ; you may

. 'make donations at’ onee; there are some . obstacloes ; there are '
. people who are able to build tiled  houses, but do not because -
_ they ofien change their habitations, and  some are not station-
“ary there, living ‘fu hited land, will not pay ite rent, and the

huts will go to the payment. of the ground rent, so the loan
will be lost. R

@ 29.  That would perhaps induce them to bhave s? fire next
year, what part do you think of huts burnt would be made of

( tile by the people themselves P——d. About one-tenth..

- 30, Tt is proposed by the Council of the Medical College
that thero should be an union between that Institution and the
proposed  Fever Hospital, is there any objection to that?—-d.
The proposed Hospital is intended for Hindus and the superior’
class of Natives, and the arrangement must therefore be dif-
ferant from the ordinary vules of a public Hospital, T think it
18 very objectionable. The Natives will have prejudices, if it
15 joined to the Callege,

@. 31. Buppose the Fever Hoapltal is separated from the
College by a wall P-4, There would ba an objection still, the
nmpression, that it was the site of the Police Hospital, will not
be removed for a long time, the horror of dissection i8 greut,
and no man will allow himself to be an object for the instruc-
tion of the pupils of the College; people will think it is not

for the enxe of the patients,.lut for the benefit of the pupils,

Q. 32, ‘Then you think it would be inexpedient to unite  the
two Tnstitutions ? —4. T think the Hospital ought not to be
united with any establishwent of the kind; it onght to be a dis-

 tinet institution by itself. The Natives would not like the body

of students to come abont them. Peaple for wh ‘o it is in-
tonded would nof like to go there. It is well known, that they
would rather die in want of medical aid or lose the chance of

L
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| Tecovery; than go to a Public Hospztal whore thel.r fee]mga and
preindices ave nok attended.

@ 33. Do you know that the Natives like to be \mted
when sick by a crowd of visitors fod. They hke then: {riends

and relations to come, and one or two at “ time, -
@. 34, How would you give scisntifie and pmhcal know-
ledge to the students of the College P-4, They have access to
- the Dispensaries, and the Police, Native and General Hospxt_sls
and they may visit the proposed establishment two ov three at a
time, to learn the practice, aud after they have finished their
oollegiate studies, they may be attached to any of these  estabe
lishments for a fixed time, and haye practical knowledge, &

). 85, Does mnot this objection apply te the present Native
Haospital P=A. The prasent Native Hospital has patients mostly
Delonging to the lower class of Nutives, they are servants of
Furopeans, and seunt by the Police'; they are belpless while in
the Haspital, and are obliged to submit'to one rule, I believe
what is applicable to all, and therefore people do not go there 5o

mueh as they would ptherwise.  If the practice and rules of

the Native Hospital be fully introduced to the Fevet Institution,
I am atraid the object will fail ; my ideas ave alwags for moder-

ation., I do not like to be defeated when I'can help it. The

Natives do. not yet know vor understand an Hoapizul well, and
whatever 18 dowe regarding it, ought fo be done with eantion
eonsulting their fvelings,

The evid.enee. given is straight-forward, shows an
intimate acquaintance with the condition of the
poorer classes aud an earnest desire to protect them,

Raiicomul  was  always  a  hard-working man.
He nev " shrunk from work, and was a2 model of
industry. The incessant labor both of the body and
mind began gradually to' tell on his constitution.
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" He tried a change here, but not finding himself
better, he went to Gariffa, where he lived for twenty-
one days on the river, Two days before his death he
was unable to speak, though he appeared -to be fully '
ponscious of what was going on. He seerned to be
aware that he was about to depart and was therefore
alsorbed in Jup two days before coming to Gariffa.
Before he lost the power of speech, he imme_ssed on
the members of the family the dufy they lad to per-
form to each other. On the 2nd August 1844, he
died at the age of sixty-one, sincerely and deeply
regretted by every one who kpew his sterling quali-
ties. He was a vegetarian, and as he suffered from
illness for years, he took very spare diet—tea and
jilapy, and after office work, & small quantity of
_.rié.e. He entertained his English friends with tea,'
but never joined although he was hospitable and
jovial.  During winter he used to collect his sons
and grandsons round fire, gave them baked chapatees,
~and tanght them to count Harakrishna on the finger
as an initiatory teaching in godliness. He often
thought of God and used to think of the Great Power
before he took his food. It was his practice to trans-
port himselE often to thie spiritual region and compose
‘hymus. He used to spend his evenings hearing
Puranas and conversation with pundits. = His habits
were simple.  He sometimes cooked his own food.
His life was a life of simplicity. G,
His views wera Catholic. When the nephew of
Sham Chand embraced Christianity, his family was

(.36)



:‘Moﬁfﬁaﬂ f.. . The ca.tholic-minded Ba!ﬂCOlnﬂl jnterfered

and brought about a reconeiliation.

| Ramecomul was hospitable. Annually 1,000 or
1,200 Vaidyas sat to jalpan at hic house, and
he entertained them to promote fellowship. He
used to invite them personally to show his

S8

humility,  He observed ZHkadasi and daily per-

formed his poojah in a devout spirit. He was con-

sulted By Lord Willinm Bentinck, Mutty Lall

Seal often came to him for advice, At home he
led an irreproachable life, He was an affectionate
hushand, » loving father, a model grandfather and
the exemplary head of a family.

In the Report of the Agricultural and Horti-
cnltural  Society of India for 1844, the follow-
ing notice is taken of him—‘ Among the members

who have been taken away from the Society by death,

Ramcomul Sen may perhaps be reckoved as the
foremost whose loss has to be deplored.  Connected

with the Society very shortly after its formation,

he was one of the few of its remaining original
members. For several yoars he held the post of
Native Secretary and Collector, and at 4 more recent
period he was & Vice-President of the Institution.
The good example he set his countrymen, and that too
at a time when they gave little or no attention to
any matters connected with the welfare of the
country, is deserving of much praise. In his regular
attendanc at the monthly meetings and in  the
lively interest he took in agricultural pursuils, the
D
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Society regrets to find that he stood almost alone '
among the Native members of the Institution.”

. The death of Ramcomul was deeply regretted by
the different Societies of which he was a member. -
Five days after the death of Ramecomul, a public

| meebing was beld .at the Rooms of the Asiatic

| Society. Sir Edward Ryan presided—

. “The Seeretary announced with deep regret to the
Society the death of an old and highly talented asso-
ciate and formerly a valuable servant of the Society,
Dewan Ramcomul Sen, a gentleman not less distin-
guished by his great attainments, his enlightened
views, hig steady attachment to the cause of education,
and his untiring energy and industry in every good
and useful work by which the community, Native
or European, could be benefited, than by his modest
and even refiving character and extensive charity.

. “The friend and correspondent of Mr. Colebrooke,
Professor Wilson, My, W. B. Bayley, and many other
gentlemen formerly connected with India, he was

~ known in Burope us herg, as one possessing not only
gteat acquirements in the literature of his country,
but an ardent desire to see its children regain a place
amongst  the families of the human race; and
towards this moble end, and for a whole life were his
-strenuous endeavours directed; perhaps, indeed, with
too much zeal ; for there is renson to believe that he
fell a sacrifice to over-exertion to study, su, ar-added
to the labors which his highly responsible situation of
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ewin of the Bank of Bengal nocessarily imposed

on bim. -
#The Hon’ble the President proposed and it was

agreed to nem. diss. that a letter of condolence ex-
pressing the deep regret of the Socmty should be

addressed to his family-—
1] TO ]
“ Banoo Horer Mosun Sy,

B, ' .
“1 am desired by the Hon’bla the Prosident and Membam
of the Asiatic Society to convey to you and to request that
yoit will express to the other members of the family of your
late father the deep unfeigned regrot with which the Society
hag learnt his deceass,

“They cannot, Sir, on such an oceasion, vefrain from tesbi
fying to you and his relatives and friends the high esteem
which his literary acquirements, his steady advecacy of the
cause of Native Education, his many private and publio virs
tues, and his long and valuable services fo the Society, had
won for him' from its members and from every friend'to
literature in India and Europe to whom he was known ;
nor will the Society cease to cherish his name and deplore
his loss g one of the most distinguished and most deeply
lameuted of their associates, :

g I am, &,
“ MusBuUM, } M. TorRnENS, _
“Oth August 1844, V. P, & Segy., Asiatic Seciety.”

15th August 1844,
ﬁac Friend of India, then the leading English
Journal in the country and under the editorial
management of the late My, John Clarke Marshman,
€81, 570ke of Rameomul Sen in the following band-
some and appreciating terms ==
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“During the last week the papevs have announced the '
death of Ramcomul Sen, the Dewan or Treasurer of the
Bengal Bank. The elevated position which he had atiained

i the native community of Caleutta, and the great in-
flnence which he enjoyed among bis own conntrymen, seem
to demand more than & meve passing notice of his decease, Of

_ the native genilemnen who have raigecl themselves to eminence
in the Native Society of Oalcutl;'t, by ibe acquisition aud

distribution of wealth, within the present century, Ram-
comul Sen Wwill be freely acknowledged as the wost remark-
able. Others have risen from equal obsourity to greater
wealth, but. none have been distinguished for their intellec-
tual attainments, Bishonath Moteelall, Ixtely Dewan of the
Salt Golabs, began life with eight rupecs & month, and he is
generally understood to have amassed twelve or fifteen lakhs .
of rupees before he was required to relinquish his office,
‘The father of Babu Ashootosh Deb, the founder of that
wealthy family, served a native master at five rupees a
month, before he became a clerk in the late fivm: of Fairlic,
Fergngson & Co., in whose employ, and also in that of the
American merchants—who nanied one of their shi ps after
bim, Ramdulal Dey,~he accumulated a colossal fortune,

. The present dictator in the money-mnarket, the Rothschild

. of Caleutta, Motee Babu, began bis career with the humble
salary of ten rupees a wmonth,  Ramcomul Sen also was
the architect of his own fortane, and began life as a compo-
gitor in' Dr.  Hunter's Hindustbani Press at eight rapees
a month; and, though he is said to bhave bequeathed a '
smaller som to his family than the accumulations of any
of the native gentlemen we have mentioned—no rveport
carries his fortone beyond ten lakhs~yet he has attained
a more solid venown from his connection with the progress

~ of knowledge and civilization among his own countrymen,
of which he was one of l;he most sirennons u.ud distinguished
promoters, -
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“Ho did not long continue in the subordinate sitnation of
@ compositor in the printing office. Hs attracted the notice
of Dr. Wilson, now Professor of Sanskrit in the University
of Oxford, who discovered his natural abilities and his thirst
for kunowledge, and took every opportunity of bringing him
forward. His first promotiqn, we believe, was to some subor-
dinate situation in the establishment of the Asiatic Society,
which introdaced him to the notice of some of the most dis-
tinguished members of European society. He had early
applied with diligence to the acquisition of English, which he
spoka with considerable fluency. AL the time we allude to, a
good colloguizl knowledge of English was rave, and the pos-
session of it was a sure passport to distinction. Ramcomul
Sen soon came to be recognized as a leading manin the
small band of enlightened natives in Calcutta, On the estab-
lishment of the Calcutta School Book Society, he was placed
on its Committee, and materially assisted its operations by
the compilation and translation of several useful works, When
the Hindu College was set. on foot the year after, the organi-
zation of it was in a great measure entrusted to him, through
the recommendation of his constant patron, Dr. Wilson.
‘Here he had an opportunity of indulging his ardeur for the
spread of kuowledge among his own countrymen, and of
exhibiting hig natural aptitude for managing the cousplicated
details of business. His position in this institution mate-
vially improved his standing in Native society, and laid the
foundation of that influence which he subsequently acquired.

Three years after the establishment of the Hindu College, '

he projected the publication of an English and Bengali Dic-
tionary in conjunciion with Mr. Felix Carey, the eldest eon

QL

of Dr. Carey ; but his death in 1822, before a hundred
pages of the work were printed, suspended its farther .

progress. It was, we lelieve, soon after this undertaking
that Rameomul Sen was placed at the head of the Native
establishment of the Mint by Dx Wilson, the Assay

£
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~ Master. This highly responsible and lucraiwa appointracnt
raised him to great disbinetion, and his mansion in Colootolate
became the vesort of the wealthy and' the learned, and the
fame of his greatness spread far and wide throngh Beugal.-

: In 1830, he resumed the project of the Dictionary, and with

- great personal labor completed the wdertaking, and carried
through the Press a quarto volumve of 700 pages. It is by
far the fallest and most valuable work of its kind which we
possess, and will be the mout lasting momiment of his ju-
dustry, zeal and edueation. It is probably the work by
which his hame will ho best recoguized by posterity.

““ After the departurs of Dr. Wilson to Englund, he quitted
the service of Grovernment, and accepted the effice of Native

Treasurer of the Bank. Some months baek, his eonstitution
bLegan to exhibit symptoims of that decay, which had been
accelerated, we hiuve no doubt, by the extmdrdina‘ry personal
labour to which he submitted, and which had been one of the

" main instroanents of his elevation : and he expirved, abont &
fortwight ago, ab his family-residencein the country, opposite
the town of Hughli,

“There is scarcely a public instibution in Caleutta of which
he was not a mewber, and which he did not endeavour to  ad-

(vance by his individual exertions, He was on the committee of
Papers of the Asiatic Society ; be was a Vice-President of
the Agrieultural Bociety ; he was one of the Committee of

‘the School Book Society ; he was a Manager of the Hinda
College,  He was ‘equally houored in the Buropeau and
Native commounity, and bad long been considered as one of
the most" eminent and influential natives of the metropolis.
Though he continued through life the principles of a rigid, and
in some respects, of a bigoted Hindu—for be was never in
advance of his owu ereed,—to him belongs the great mevit of
baving taken a leading part in the efforts which were made
for the diffusion of knowledge among his own countrymen
ab the period when Lord Hastings, for the fiest tiwe, repu~



diated the iden that the ignorance of the people was the firmy
est gafeguard of onr Empire. He was one of the chief
instruments in the establishment of those institutions which
have diffused Furopean science among the Natives, and so
greatly raised the tone of Native society.”

On the 2nd November 1844, Dr. Wi_lson wrote the
Following letter i~

““'The accounts I had received from Dr. Gront and M,
Piddington of the state of Ramcomul’s health, had prepared
me i some degree for the melancholy vesult which your
Ietter announces and which I'most sincerely lament. The
confidential intercourse of mavy years had made me tho-
‘roughly acquainted with my late friend’s merits, 'and his
tried worth Lad secured for him my esteem and affection,
A more sound and sterling character the Socicty of Caloutta,
Native or Kuropean, cannot hoast of. The good of his
country, the clevation of his countrymen, were the great
objects of his life ; but he never made a parade of his public
spirib and rather shrank from than courted notice. While
honestly and earnestly laboring for the sdvancement of the
rising generation, he was not in a hurry, he did not wish
to precipitate changes, but to let them develop them-
selyes gradually and safely, Hence he was somewhot less
1i.qpulkr than several of his roore ardent and ambitions asso-
ciates; and was ouly appreciated, as he deserved to be, by
those who knew Lim. Of these I was proud to be ene, and
from my opportunities of observation which were more close
and constant than those of most of his friends, 1 ‘know that
he was from first to last the most efficient, though not the
most obtruding, friend and promoter of native improvement,

“ My acquaintance with Ramcomul commenced towards the
end of ¥810. He was then iu the service of Dr, Williara
Hunter, and amovgst other dubties was the managing man
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of the ¢ Hindustari Printing Press,” of which Dr. Huuter
was tho principal Proprietor. At that date Dr. Leyden and
. myself joined Dr. Hunter in the property, and when that
gentleman und Dr. Leyden went to Java early in 1811, they
left the Press under my charge, nominally at least, for 1
was & youug man 00 little acquainted with the business of
printing, aud the real conductor and' superintendent was
‘Rercomul. Dz, Hunter and Dr. Leydon both died in Java,
" and the Press came almost entirely into my hands. 1 was
' joined by Captain Rosbuck, Ramcomul coutinuning to con-
duet all the business details until 1628, when the establish-
ment’ was transferred to other proprietors. He wes also at
the same tirie Sarkar to the Asiatic Society, of which I was
Secretary, and these dutics and occupations brought ns daily
and hourly together, and afforded me every opporbunity of
knowing his ability, integrity and independent spirit. 1
pateerned him and loved him, and trusted him with the
management of my private affairs, which benefited by his
regulation of thera, much move than by my own. We had
many objects in common, Although he had not had time
to make much advance in Sanskrit, he was deeply interested
ity the langnage and literature @nd in its professors.  He was
an excellent Bengali seholar as you know, and these nequire-
ments anc his counection with the Asiatic Sociaty, of which
he eventually became the WNative Secretary, fostered in. him
that love of knowledge which was one of the peculiarities
of his character. 1In the course of fime he became Dewan
of the Mint, aud about the time I left Caleutta, Cashier of
the Bank. I left India in 1833 ; & period of twenty-three
years, therefore, had passed since I have first known him, and
during the whole of that time, I found him upiformly and
 consistently intelligent, indefatigable, upright and calm,
1 never for one moment saw him slow of comprehension,
weary of labor, discomposed or angry, and I never had, nor do
1 believe atiy one connected with him, ever had a momentary
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~ doubt of his probity, notwithstanding the large pecuniary

. interests which were in his keeping, His labor at the Mint
was ab most times intense for ten or twelve hours a day, yet
he was always cheerful and alert, and truly placed his happi-
ness in the faithful discharge of his duty, To me he was of
wfinite value as an adviser in all my mitercourse with his’
countrymen, and a8 a colleague, upon whose judgment and
disoretion T could always implicitly rely and whose personal
regard and just appreciation of my motives secured me his
assistance and support. In short, in the Press, in the Asiatic
Society, in literary pursuits, in the Miant, in the College, we

¢ were constantly united, and it must be a subject of grateful
recolleation to recall the long and uninterrapted cordiality
with which through so many years our objects were the
same.  Theve were very few in Calcutta from whom I felt
so painful to part, as from my friend Ramcomul Sen ; and
it was some, though inadequabe, compensation to main-
tain with him a correspondence upon subjects in which we
still’ continued to take coimnmon interest. I always looked
for his Jetters with impatience, and valued them not only as
_proofs of the same activity of mind by which the writer
was distinguished, but as evidences of undiminishing regard.

- Tt is some comfort to know 'that it continued unimpaired
to the end of his existence, and 1 shall cease to remember
him with affection and esteem when I cease to be.”

Ramcomul’s' short account of the Charac Poojah
ceremonies and a deseription of the impléments used
was read before the Asiatic Society in 1820.

Rameomul was a Governor of the Native Hospital
at Dhurramtollab, and, although quite unpretending
and unobtrusive, and, although edncation, agriculture,
charity, sanitation and enquiry into Hindoo litera-
ture and  science, occupied his mind, yet when
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QM_pelleﬂ. by duty, he constitutionally and respect<
fully raised his voice against such measures of the
(rovernment as he thought were injurious to the
country. With this view he was a member of the
. Landhoiders’ Socicty, and when a monster meeting
- was held on the 30th November 1889, he poke as

follows, and his specch was considered “very neat

and appropriate’’—-

“We have been patient duringthe last fifty years, velying
oy the dharma (the deity from heaven) and depending on
| the dharmavatars (the public functionaries in India), Now
compare the condition of the zemindars alone prior to 1793
and in 1839, and say whether they have been raised or re-

secking redress aud amelioration by makiug our situation
known to the dharmavatars in England ; this is ‘the best
_opportunity offered to us, and we should without delay join
' the Society established in London, where we mush have an
agent ; the name of one of the leading men in the Associa-
tion is known to us (by public prints) and from his eharacter
~ and philanthropic acts, no donbt, we shall have benefit. - The

ageney will cost vou some expense, but it will not be one-

tenth of the cost inourred by the zemindar in the Collectors
and Judges and Magistrates’ cutehery annually, and 9-10ths
will be saved at the end.”

Although Ramcomul was a strict orthodox Hindoo,

1,

©duced ; if they ave fallen, we should no Tonger be silentin |

vet he was liberal in his ideas. He encouraged Eng-

Tish education, © He encouraged the spread of medical

gcienca. He denounced indiscriminate charity, and

held that alms given to undeserving persons was so

much not given to deserving persons. The first
person who condemned in Calcutta the practice of
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it A’rrying-.- the dying to tba--rivexj was Ram Mohun
Roy. 'The praetice of plunging a dying person into
water in the hope that the soul purified by the Ganga
may ascend to heaven, was condemned by Rameomul,
who called it  Ghaut Murder.,”  With regard to the
Charao Poojah, he thought ‘that the whole body  of
the: Hindoos should not be charged * with the absur-
dity of the act.” He was friendly to the intercourse
with European gentlemen, and he received and entor-
tained them at his garden-house ot Manicktollah,
Tn early times several Hindoos roge from obscurity.
Nabakrishng was wandering in Sobha Bazar. Clive’s
messenger was 1n search of a man who could read and
explain Persian documents.  Nabakrishng offered his
services, and his knowledge of the Persian langnage
was the cause of his rise. Ramdulal Dey was in the
service of Madan Mohan Datta, on'a ‘salary of five .
Rupees a month. Ho rose gradually from a sarkar-
ship to the banianship in the firm of Fairlie, Ter-
gusson & Co., and was himself a ship-owner, Mutty
Lall Seal began bis life on a salary of Rupees & per
month, Dwarkanath Tagore rose also from obseurity, |
and, though not of high culture, he was indebted to
hig strong eommon-sense for his intellectual and
social elevation.  If any native broke down the bridge
separating the Europeans from the Natives, Dwarka.
nath did, and there is no native of Bengal to whom
the Crowns of England and France showed so much
respect as to Dwarkanath, His most liberal charity
to public Institutions and to his numerous friends and



acquaintances, and, in fact, to every one who sought
for help from him, will immortalize his name as the
most generous native who lived in this city. The life
* of Sir Rajah Radbakant is instructive, because he de-
 voted his whole life to the caltivation of letters and the
diffusion of education among his countrymen.: His un-
 wearied labors, as a member of the Hindu College, and
of the School Book Society, and the impetus he gave
to female education;, will evér endear his memory to
every mative of Bengal. The biography of Ram-
comul Sen is exemplary, because he received no colle-
giate education, he struggled  with poverty; and he
began life with eight Rupees & month. Whether ow-
. ing to natural intelligence or uncornmon industry, or
unblemished ‘ehavacter, ov a combination of all the
gualities, he was not slow in riging, and what is most
commendable in him, was that he did not hve to
amass money and enjoy worldly grandeur; but it was
his constant study to make himself an instrament in
the amelioration of the intellectual and moral condi-
tion of his countrymen-—in relieving the destitute and
helpless classes of the city, in giving medical ard to
the sick by the discovery and prevention of the causes
of discase, and in the promotion of sanitation.  From
2 compositor, he raised himself by dint of industry,
like Benjamin Franklin, to the foremogb position
among the natives of Bengal, respected /by the
Turopeans aud Natives alike.  Although he firmly
.Jhered to his religious persuasion and did not give
in an ineh to any of his Burepean friends religiously
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~or socially, he was not the less respected. | He and
Sir Rajah Radhakant who mixed with the Europeans
so much, were of one persuasion—they were both
Vaishnavas, felicitating in the idealism and ecstacy
of the bhakti—the love of God, whether in jform or
essence, being the dominant principle of their thoughts
and deeds. Sir Rajah Radhakant said to an American
Missionary— My religion is siélokya, to be in the
same place (world) with God ; gdmipya, to be drawing
over neater fo God; sdjujya, to be joined in perfect
communion. with' God=—and nirvdna to be Jost
in God.” Ramcomu! must have thought and felt
in the same way, and it is thus evident thaf
the religion they professed was pure monotheism,
although they countenanced idolatry to prevent the
mass from taking ' to' atheism. Remarks are often
made that there is more religion in the old Hiv.
du  than in  Young Bengal, It 18 painfal to
admit that there is mnch trath in the states

ment. The old Hindu thinks of God and the
next world, slthough his conception of both may
not be from the soul-state, but the bulk of Young
Bengal denies God and the immortality of the soul,
e looks upon life purely protoplastic, und considers
Huxley, Spencer, Mill or, perhaps, Bradlaugh, as
an infallible guide. < Ramcomul had an earnest
desire to serve others.  On one occasion an European
¢riend of his asked him to become security for him
for Rupees fifty thousand. Without a moment’s hesi-
tation he agreed to the proposal. This is rather

E




uneommon o the District Charitable Society he

offered a piece of land for the constructmn of the

Alms House. -
' Rameomul left four sons: 'I‘he eldest, Horeef Mo_- _

‘hun, was born on the 7th August 1812 and was edu-

cated at the Hindu College. His first employment
was under Dr. Wilson in translating ' the Puranas.
He was appointed Dewau of the Mint, and ~atter-
wards of the General ’Pfea«sury, where. Mr. Qakes,
the Sub-Treasurer, bore the highest testimony to his
ability and efficiency. He subsequently became the

. Dewan of the Bank of Bengal, which appointinent

he resigned owing to a difference between him and

 Mr. Charles Hogg, the Sceretary.. He felt that if hy
continued, his independence would be compromised.

He was a member of the Mechanies’ Tustitute, Liyce-
um, Landholders’ Society, British Indian Society,

British Indian Association, and took an active part in

the Exhibition of Arts in the metropolis, held under

the administration of Lord Dathousie, He was a mem-

ber of the Asiatic Society, of the Agri-Horticultural
Society of India, and of the Native Committee of
the Distriet Chavitable Society.  He was a Viee-
Prosident of the Agricultural Society for some time,

~and also of the Bethune Society. He worked for

gome time as the Secrotary to the Committee ap-
pointed by the Hindus of Bengal against the pro-
posed lex looi (Act XXI of 1850), and shewed that he
wa# a working bee. He corvesponded with Mr. Leith,
the Committee’s Agent in England, with Lord
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Monteagle and Lord Blphinstone, who had promised
to support the patition. He acted as Joint Secretary
with Debendernath Tagore to' the Hindu Charitable
Institution, which was a Hindu Froe School, opened

S,

by public subscription, as a counterpoise to the

Seminary established by Dr. Duff. Horce Mohun
was not only a gentleman of high intelligence, of
an asthetic turn of mind, but of untiring energy.
After the Mutiny, when a durbar was held atAgra,
Horee Mobun, who was already favorably known
to' 'the late Maharaja Ram Sing of Jeypore,
brought himself to His Highness” special notice, 'On
the death of Pundit Sheodeen, the Maharajah sent
for Horee Moliun, but it was not till 1868 that Hores
Mohun was appointed to act as the Chief Adviser
to the Maharaja when he introduced several reforms
in ‘the differont departments of the State. The
Hindoo Patriot of the 27tk June 1864 thus speaks
of Bengalis in Native States :——¢ The announcement
that Babu Horrce Mchun  Sen, the well-known

son of the well-known Babu Ramcomul Sen, has been

invited by the Maharaja of Jeypore to assame
charge of the Ministry of the Raj in succession to
Pundit Sheodeen, the deceased Minister, is gratify.
ing in the highest degree. If this rumour be true,
it foreshadows a bright future for the State of
Jeypore. . But the policy of vesting educated Ben.
galis with ministerial powers in Native States for
the  firet time, inaugurated by His Highness of Jey-
pore, involves a question of the deepest moment to
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the destinies of the subjects of the Native Princes,
and to the stability of the British power in the East.”
1t was purely owing to Horee Mohun’s hish adminis-
trative abilities, that the Maharmja’s  opinion of
. educated Bengalis had been raised, and His Highness
took several Bengualis into his service. The Bi-
Weekly Observer, published some time ago at Cawn-
pore, spoke of Horee Mohan thus—‘‘'The reforms
which have been introduced into the several branches
of the administration of Jeypore are attributable to
the influence of the Political Agency and chiefly
of Babu Horee Mohan Sen, a very able and edu-
_¢ated Native of Bengal. The deep interest which
this gentleman took in the welfare of the Jeypore
State, and the vigorous decision with which he is
carrying onimportant reforms in a Native State, not-
withstanding the almost overwhelming opposition from
intrigue and ambition inseparable from a rich native
eourt, deserve the highest commendation.” He was
held in high estimation by the Political Agent and all
the Europsan residents of Jeypore.  Horee Mohun’s
views as to improving Jeypore internally and external-
1y were large.  He established the Couneil, and the
Members had to be sworn in, and it is indeed a
matter of gratulation that the Maharaja  showed
advanced appreciation of civilized ideas, and readily
adopted whatever he found was ealevlated to promote
the happiness of his people.  Horee Mohun placed
the Jeypore College on an improved and efficient
footing, He was instrumental in the establishment



- introduce gas into the eity. There are several other
measures which he thought of, but which were not
carried ont because of his death.

Horee Mohun was a good musieian, and was 5o Eomi
of his piano, that he took it with him in his wiver
excursions, He knew the Sanskrit, Bengali, Persian
and Urdu languages. He was an affectionate father

and brother. = He left five sons—dJadunath, Mahen-

dranath, Jogendranath, Norendranath and Upendra-
nath, All these gentlemen, except Norendra, awe in
Jeypore, and 1o the service of the Maharaja, = Upen-
dra has inherited the msthetic bent of his father, and
is the Principal of the Jeypore School of = Auts,

i l\mremha was the pet son of H.oree Mobun. While he

for the Indian Mirror, established at the 9xpense oi‘ :

B,ahu Debendernath Tagore. It was then @ fort-
nightly paper. Norendranath, who is a Solicitor of
the High Court, is the Proprietor and Editor of the
Indian Mirvor, the first daily native paper in English.
‘Tt reflects highest credit on him that for the pur-
pose of establishing the J[ndian Mirror, he has not
only shown commendable zeal and energy, but has
‘made sacrifices showing that he has inherited the love
of literature which his venerable grandfathers possese-
ed. Asregards character, Norendra is an example tu
young men of hisage. Ha is also the first and only
Notary Public among native Solicitors, a Registrar
of Marriages under Act IIT of 1872 for Caleutta,

_(.5'3_) @L

Al -.oE the bchool of Arts. He advised the Malm\ajﬂ to
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~'and the constitated Vakeel or Agent, in Caleutta, of
His Highness the Maharaja of Jeypore. He hag
. #lso for several years been a Member of the Com-
| © . mittee of the British Indian Association, .
| Mahendranath is in charge of the English Depart-
‘ment of the Jeypore State, avd of the Raj Press, and
18 also Editor of the Jeypore Gazetic. _
Jadunath is a Member of the Jeypore Couneil,
Besides the sons, Horee Mohun left a daughter, the
mother of M. B. L. Gupta, one of the Magistrates
of Caleutta,
: Peary Mohun, the second son of Ramcomnl, was
- born oy the 17th March 1814, « He was of a religi-
ous furn of mind. Like his father ho was a
Vaishnava and put on a Tileke. He was the Dewan
of the Caleatta Mint. Previously he had been
Banian of Bagshaw & Co, He died at the age of
thivty-four, on the 27th October 1848. He leit three
wons-——Nobin, Keshub and Krishnavihari, -
. Buangsidhur, the third son of Ramecomul, suceee&cd
- Peary after bis death, as the Bullion-keeper of the
‘Mint., He was very fond of music, and could play
upon a number of instruments.
- Mooralydhur, the fourth son of Ramecomul, is a.
Solicitor of the High Court, = He was educated, like
hie brothers; at the Hindu College, where he obtaived
3 certificato of high proficiency in English. He was
first an articled clerk, and afterwards a partner of
Mr. Barrow. . Mooralydhur’s face shows what his
beart is.  Affability aud Bonkomie in him are
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”unpmmpfad He is an Honorary Magistrate, and was |

some time ago an elected Commissioner of the Cal-
entta Muonicipality.

Ramcomu! nsed to ¢all Keshub—-Beso. Before his.
death, he said to Peary Mohun, “ Peary, your son
Beso is  destined to be a great man—a religious
veformer.”” One would think that Ramcomul’s

spirit gaides Keshub Chunder. Keshub Chunder’s
Prahmoism has a tinge of Rameomul’s Vaishnavism,
- Both the grandfather and grandson call God ¢ Hari.’
The grandson treads the footsteps of the grandfuther
in being a wegetarian, in singing hymns, and glori-
fying God by Senkirtan with the aid of his grand-
father’s instruments, kiél and khartdl. The spiritu-
“alists would say that the spirit of Ramecomul is
Keshub Chunder’s guardian angel, ;

Krishngvibari, the younger brother of K Keshub
Chunder, edits the Sunday Mirror. He is a member
of the Benate of the Caleutta University, and his
face 1s the very image of innocence.

I have taken some trouble in writing the biogra-
phy of Ramcomul Sen, becanse it is, psychologically
considered, franght with iustruction. Some men, says

- Shakespeare, are born great, some achicve greatness
and some have greatness thrust on them, Ramcomul

_was not boen great, nor had he greatnese thrust on
him, but his mission was to achieve greatness. _Let
s respect the memory of this self-made man and real
benefactor of our country. '
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the gmndson of the emmeni; Vaishnava, Rameomul
Sen, who is supplanting the dry abstraction of the
Brahmas by the substitution of bhakis or devatloml
mode of worship.

In ancient India, God éonld only be worshipped
t.hrouu‘h the soul—such was the teaching of the
eminent Rishis, ~which the Vedas, Upavishads,
Darsanas, and more specially works on yoga clearly
show.

1t is very important that thm high mode of woi-
ship should be esplained, and T eannot do befter than
give a few texts from the Upanishads :—

wopn % fafawtay |
Seek Grod by devout meditation.
e sz catey fame @ frgr )
g Earifeaie carifony IRty Rt fags 0

Thosa who know their own souls, realize the pure
invisihle light of hight, trausparently white, existing
in the bright and highest region of the soul.

How is then a worshipper to realize God within ?
WY ST ReTATEeE B2 S9s [Wnan Qrute: |

The only path to divine knowledge is wisdom,

sqrrgrnAtae ora a9 feargdortes) szife |

Wise people by spiritual exercises bringing their

_souls to Ged, can know him and become free from

nervous pleasure and grief,
) e fere seawIe aYEs )
o NUETTRITS| SICHTG{AHEA AT
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‘When the bondage ' of the soul is destroyed, the
worshipper realizes immortality.

In another text the spiritual state or the samadﬁ.z
in which we see divine light, is called sdmpye, the
highest state we can obtain here. '

 erEile Begefefeps wniferew srqCATA
*#9fs | d

The secker of divine knowledge, by govermng' his
external and internal senses, being full of spiritual
ideas, by practising and by being in one state, can see
God within himself.

Therefore, we are called upon to sing and me(htate
on the Gdyaéri—*‘ Let us meditate on the adorable
light of the Divine Ruler, may it guide intellects.””

The highest form of worship ig, therefore, from the
natural to the subtile hody, and from the subtile body
to the soul, The great invisible light cannot be
approached till we ourselves are in psyehio state.  This
is what the Rishis did, and they have given uys this .
instruction, which we are required to carry out prac-
tically. The higher the conception of God is, the
higher 1s the worship ; and the higher the worship is, '
the more it merges in the soul.

Tt was found, however, that the worship of the In-
visible God throngh the soul could be done only by a
few, and it was necessary to lower the form of wor-
ship for the multitude. This gave rise to the prae-
tice of bhakti, an entranced and exalted state of thie
mind or brain, in which the soul is not subjecfive ;
and it led to the creation of infinite finite Crods and
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 pumerons sects. There is no doubt that among the
bhakti followers, there were many godly men and
women,  although they were = idolators. Bhakéi,
psychologically considered, is from the mind, which is
evidenced by the trance state to which it gives rise.
Now all states of the mind nust merge in one lasi
‘ingr state of the soul or truly spiritual state, when
to quate Gita, < wisdom shineth forth with the

glory of the sun anud causeth the Deity to appear.”

According to the yoga, the different progressive states
of the mind are—
1. Prandyam-—Res-grie or abstraction,
%.  Pratydhara—Suspeicgion of the senses.
3. Dhdrand—Somnambulisdic state,
4. Dhayna-—Clairvoyant state.
%, Samddhi-~Spintual state,
_ S#edénborg says ““the wiser a man Yo, the more
will he be a worshipper of the Deity.” By
- Truly says Young—
¢ A Deity believed is joy begun ;
A Deity adored is joy advanced ;
- A Deity beloved is joy matured.”

“ Joy matured” is in the soul.

Bhakti or devotion, well analysed, will be found
10 he a fealing, but not serene wisdom, and is therefore
10re or less moleculor. In the Srimat Bhégabat, the
anchorsheet of the Vaishnavas, bhakti, which is con-
sidered nyore efficacions, is described to be of two kinds,
wiz., 769 and fipe 3~-and the modes of worship are
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~ second, and the second to the first.

Bhakti is no doubt one of those exercises which
lead us to progression, but is not a Jinality., 'The
wisdom principle is in the soul—the impress of God,
and there is no mukti, or nirvdna, until the worshipper
attains the samddhi state. Bhakti is an excellont
preparatory state—it is a mode of worship which is
well suited to the bulk of the people, men andt women,
and, if devoutly practised, it gradually lewds to higher

states.
There is thus a vast difterence between the

bhakti state and samddhi strte; or the mind state and
soul state. If Babu Débendernath Tagore does not
think highly of the bhakti mode of worship which
the author of the work above referred to, imputes
to him, it m:ust be on the ground that the bhakti
worshap does not give us pardjndn, which the soul
wrorship does. But the writer will find that he is
mistaken. Debendernath is not opposed to bhakti.
On the contrary, he feels the efficacy of it so much that
he himself says in his exposition of Brdhmadharma
« SFGTAIS AFT T | CHNAF (T WA =S 78
@iy 77, Sfeemms Romng st 76 287
o8 17

Let us closely observe the distinction between goul
and non-soul. The non-soul is intended to be a
stepping stone to the soul—the means to an end—and
while we employ whatever non-soul means yve Wish,
let us not forget that our mission is to dievelop our



“ souls that we may be brought to the state in which
we may realize divine light—* % *IU€ Lik SR L
coa wie AT for

But we all know that, a ’ce'!.cher, however exalted
he may be, cannot elevate others unless he goes
through the preparatory stages. Bhakti worship is
no doubt the best preparatory and popular worship.
I have no doubt that both Debendernath and Keshub
fully understand Sstacats and SfETIM | While
the beloved Pradhan Achérya of the Adi Samé4j is
diffusing wiacats, sweetened with the nectar of sf -
cats, dear Keshub Chunder is working on the devout
feeling of the people, thinking that this will lead to
Attt We feel indebted to Dboth these teachers,
and wish them success. Our grateful thanks are
also due to Keshub Chunder for his labors for
many years in promoting female education, cheap
Yiterature, intellectual culture, and other improve-
ments of a social and moral nature.

I cannot conclude without praying that he and
all members of the Sen family may live long and
continue, by the blessing of God, to benefit the land
of their birth, thus doing honor to the memory of
that truly g good and crlea.t mam-—Rmmcomul Sen.
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