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“1It im characteristic of Ramabai that she worke:
with all her heart and soul for the higheat ideals she-
knows; and as soon as more light dawne upon her,
she leaves the things that are behind, and reaches
out to that which opens up in the vista of the future.
This thought explains the developments of our work:
and plans duriog the past years, and prepares those:
 who know her well for further surprising develop-
ments in the future.’’

A HIS  tribute to  Ramabai  written by a-
*  friend, who had long been intimate-
~ with her, exactly reveals to us the secret of the-

=

success of this wonderful woman, who, with
undaunted courage, unfailing pluck, and
immense labour at a very unfavourable time,.
won, light and liberty for herself and her
sisters out of darkness and bondage. A poor
Indian widow, yet a heroine in every sense of
the term, Pandita Ramabai deserves indeed to
be a prominent personage in the History of
India. As a biographer says of her, “among
the new women of India, few if any have
deeper claims to distinction than the Rama-
bai Sarasvati, who has proved herself a thinker-
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as well as a heroine, and whose name deserves:
to be enshrined as a household wotd in the-
home of every one of her Indian sisters,
Ramabai was born in April 1858. Her
father was Ananta Shastri Dongre, a learned.
Brahman. His teacher had been tutor to one-
of the princesses in the family of the Peshwas,.
and to that fact therefore must have been due
the happy effect that ‘Ramabéi"‘s. father, unlike-
the rigid Brahmans of that time, was yet
strongly in favour of women's education.
Ananta Shastri was rather surprised, we are:
told, to hear of an Indian woman knowing
Sanskrit, and he made up his mind to get his.
wife educated. But public opinion was-
‘against him. His own wife and mother frus-.
trated his plan, which he was obliged to give up-
for that time.  After some years his wife died,
and he married a little girl of nine years to-
whom his mother gave the usual domestic:
training. The worthy Shastri insisted this time-
on his right to teach his wife. Things how-
ever were made unpleasant for him: and he-
took her away to a forest in the Western Ghats,
on the borders of the Mysore State, Here he-
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‘built a little home for her, and lived by the pro- ‘

-ceeds of his rice fields and cocoanut plantations.
He taught her Sanskrit, and introduced her
to the secrets of Puranic literature. The Brah-
‘man pandits in the Mangalore District objected
‘strongly to his enlightened views about women

and summoned him before their assembly to

give reasons why he might not be excommuni-
.cated for his heresy. The Shastri, nothing

.daunted, began to quote passages from the

.ancient sacred books which did not forbid
-education to women and Sudras. So he was
mnot excommunicated, but was allowed to pass
.as an “Orthodox Reformer'’. And so he
‘went on with his work of love, and succeeded
‘56 well in his efforts that, when the children
were born, she was able to carry on their reli-
-gions education herself. * It would be scarcely

‘too much to say’’, says Mrs. Sullivan,

“That Ramabai's ideal of educated Indian woman-
'hood waa formed in germ. wheb as a little child, she
#at on her mother's knee; and looking up into that
.dear face, felt that her mother was the embodiment
of vlvé-dom and tenderness, the best mother in the
‘world.” ]

Ramabai was given a complete education
iin Sanskrit.  She tells us :—

L .



PANDITA RAMABAIL 189

Secular education of any kind was looked upon as-
lsading people to worldliness, which would prevent
them from getting into the way of Moksha or libera-
tion from everlasting frouble of reincarnation in:
millions and millions of animal species, and under-

going the paing of suffering countlesa millions of’

diseases and deaths, To learn the Epglish language,.
and to come into contact with the blechhas,.
a8 the non-Hindus are called, was forbidden on pain
of losing caste, and all hope of future happines. So.
all that we could or did learn was the Sanskrit
grammar and dictionaries, with the Puranic ands
modern poetical literature in that language, Most
of these, including grammar and dictionaries, which

are written in verse form, had to be committed to-

memory.,

Ramabai, at twelve years of age could
tepeat about twenty thousand sacred verses,.
and it was no wonder that afterwards she came-
to be known as “ Pandita ". She was able to
get a good knowledge of Marathi from her

parents, and later, when she was travelling, of

Canarese, Hindustani, and Bengali. Thus she

became, as Mrs. Dyer calls her, ““ a prodigy of

erudition’”.

Ramabai's father was a very religious man,

and tried to carry out his ideals into practice.
-One of these was hospitality ; and for thitteen.

years he entertained pilgrims who came to the

sacred places near his home. Finally all his

property was swallowed up, and he was forced,.

L.
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with his family, to leave his home and begin a
pilgrim’s life himself. Ramabai was only six
.months old then, and had to be carried about
for a time in a cane box on a man's head.
‘Thus “ my pilgrim’s life began "', she tells us,
#¢shen I was a little baby ",

Anantha Shastri was a Puranika or Puranic
reader. This is how his daughter writes about
‘his profession.

« Eyver gince I remember anything, my father and
mother were always travelling from one sacred place
to another, staying in each place for some months

‘bathing in the sacred river or taok, viasiting temples,

worghipping household Gods, and the images of Gods
in the temples, and reading Purana in temples or in
“some convenient place "

The reading of the Purana served a double
‘purpose. The first and foremost was that of
getting rid of sin and of earning merit in order
to obtain Moksha. The other purpose was to
earn an honest living without begging.

For seven years they travelled about. They
were very orthodox Hindus and extremely
_atrict about castes, For instance, on along jour-
ey by sea they allowed not a bit of food or a
«drep of water to pass through their lips, and
.that went on for three days of misery. It wase

1}
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ot wonderful, therefore, that the father's health
broke up, and he did not know what to do for
his living.  The children, of whom there were
three, had had no secular education as we have
seen and so could not earn their living,
. Ramabai says : /

“Qur parents had unbounded faith in what the
sacrad books said. They encouraged us to look to
the Gods to get our support. The sacred books declar-
od that if people worshipped the gods in particular
‘ways, gave alma o the Brahmann, repeated the names
of certain Gods, and alsc some hymns in their honour,
with fasting and the performance of penance, the gods
and goddesses would appear, and talk to the worehip-
pers, and give them whatever they desired. Ho we
apent all the money we had in giving alms to Brah-
mans to pleawe the Gods, We went to several sacred
places and temples to worship different Gods and to
bathe in sacred rivers and tanks to free ourselves
from sin and curse, which brought poverty on us’.

About this time, famine had been making
itself felt, and in 1876-77 it reached its cul-
mination.  The little tamily sold all its valued
possessions, reaching finally even the cooking
vessels of brass and copper, and even then
half of the proceeds was devoted to charity,
Finally, Rambai writes :—

“The day came when we had finished eating the
last grain of rice, and nothing but death by starvation

remained for our portion. Oh! the sorrow, helpless-
ness, and the disgeace of the sitaation.”

3
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Ramabai gives a very pathetic account of

these terrible days. The little family con-
sulted together, and at last made up their
minds to go to the forest to die. They left
Tirupati, wandered in the jungle for eleven
days and nights, living on water and wild
dates. At last, the father collapsed, and
made up his mind to die leaving the others
to either drown themselves or separate, and
go about severally. He bade farewell to his
children. Says Ramabai :—

“ I wan his youngesat child,” and my turn came last.
I shall never forget bis last injunctions to me.

His blind eyes could not see my face, but he held
me tight in his arms and stroking my head and cheeks.
he told me in a few words broken by emotion to re-
member how he loved me and how he had taught me
to do right and never to depart from the way of
righteousness, His last loving command to me was
to lead an honourable life if [ lived at all and to serve
God all my life. ‘Remember, my child’, he said, “you
are my youngest, my most beloved child. 1 havegiven
you into the hand of our God. You are His and to
Him alone you must belong, and serve all your life.”
He could speak no more. My father's Frayers to me
were heard by the Almighty, the all-merciful Heaven~
ly Father, whom the old Hindu did not know. The
Grod of all flesh did not find it impossible to bring me
a great sinner and uanworthy child of his, out of
heathen darkness into the saving light of the love and
salvation. T listensd to my father. I was but too
young,toobewildered tounderstand him. We were after
this dismissed from fatber's presence. He wanted cne
hour for meditation and Preparation bafore death”.

L



PANDITA RAMABALI

« Face Page 193



PANDITA RAMABAL 193

It was a heart-rending situation, but relief
came for a while. The son, hitherto unused:
to manual labour, now had the sudden idea to:
offer to work. That such a course was left to
the very last shows their pride and unwilling-
ness to take to manual work through “ pride
of caste, superior learning and vanity of life,”
And so the infirm father was carried down
to the nearest village by the son, and the little
family took refuge for four days in the ruins of
an old temple.  There the old man had fever,

and since nothing but coarse food could be

given him, succumbed to the malady and died
on the third day. A grave was dog for him
by the servantof a good friend, and the son

carried the dead body tied up in his dhotie

like a bundle.  The Shastri was buried; for
according to the Sastras, a Sanyasi like himy
could be buried and not burt. That same
day, the mother was attacked by fever. Butthe

little family had to leave that place to look for'

work. They walked for some distance, and
then, by the kindness of some people, got the
train-fare  as far as Raichur, where they

stayed for some weeks in helpless = misery.

13
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Sometimes, they suffered intense hunger. Once
the mother was so hungry that poot Ramabai

* had to goto a neighbour’s house to beg for
soms Bread,| (Sherellsusy

1 went there very reluctantly. Thelady spoke kindly
to me, but I could on no account open my mouthto beg
that piece of bajree bread. With superbuman effort
and a firm resolution to keep my feelings from that
lady I kept the tears back ; but they poured out of my
nose instesd of my eyea, in spite of me, and the ex«
jpression of my face told ite own story. The kind
Brahmin lady guessing what was in my mind, asked
e if L would like to have some food So [ maid, “Yen,
I want only a little pisce of bajree bread.”’ She gave
e what [ wanted, and 1felt very grateful, but could
not 84y a word to exoress my gratitude. I ran t7my
mother in haste, and gave it to her. Bub she could
not eat, ahe was too weak.

. So the mother also died, and shortly after,
the sisters; and the brother and Ramabai were
left alone. They wandered on to the north
and east of India. The wages for manual work
were very small, somtimes only about Rs. four
. month,  Sometimes, they were unustally
hungry, and they swallowed the hard stones of
the wild berries, as well as their coarse skins.
Sometimes, they were so cold that they had to
buty their bodies in grave-like pits, and cover
themselves with dty sand. But still they kept
their old faith as long as they could, though '
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‘wavering somewhat in their adherence. For
three years, they wandered about, actually
doing about four thousand miles on foot.

After wandering even as far as Kashmir
they found themselves in Calcutta in 1878,
All the great troubles she had undergone had
but strengthened the fine character of Ramabai
.and given her that steadfastness which later
stood her in such good stead, Her tender
heart felt more than ever now for the poor, the
helpléss and the down-trodden. True to her
father's training, Ramabai had all along felt
‘that Indian women and especially child-widows
were in a very unfortunte position, and she
made up her mind to devote her life to their
-cause, She condemned the practice of child-
marriage and also the custom of seclusion
within the purdah. She declared that, since
idgnorance was the cause of evil, women, espe-
-cially high-caste girls, should receive some
education, And, as they would not have
time enough for study after marriage, they
should be taught before marriage, Ramabai
did not know English then. So she advocated
ithe teaching of Sanskrit and the study of thé

L
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Vedanta. Being, as we have seen, a very capa-
ble woman, she began to give lectures, which
cteated a great sensation in Calcutta, All her
statements she strengthened so well with
quotations from the Hindu Sastras that the
Pandits gave her the title of ¢ Saraswati ; and.
Sir William Hunter thus reported of her in.
one of his letters to England :~—

“TLast Octobar (1880), while I was writing these-
pages, an accomplished Brahman lady was travelling
through Bengal with her brother, holding publie
meetings on the education and emencipation of women,
tThey were received everywhere,’ mays an Indian:
aorrespondent, ¢ with great enthusiasm by the Hindus,
who were delighted to hear their holy Sanskrit from a
woman's lips. It seermed to them as if Saraswati, the
Goddena of eloquence had come down to visit them,.
Instead of a hot confined room, we had a long apd
broad terrace, open to the aky, and with the Ganges
flowing at our feet, The meeting was at half-past
four in the afternoon, by which time the terrace was
shaded from the sun by trees and houses to the west-
ward, At the eastern end of the terrace, a small mar.
ble table with a glasa of flowers on it, and sonie chairs
wore sef, and there Ramabai stood up facing the weat,.
and addressed the audience. On her wight was the
Oanges, covered with large broad-wailed boats of a
type, which has perhapa lasted for two thousand years.

hers was likttle or nothing to remind her ox her
audionce of European civilisatiop. It was such a.
place as Buddha might have chosen for addressing
his followers,”

« » @ smhis young lady is tweanty-two years
of age, the daughter of a learned Pandit and public
official, slight and girlish-looking, with a fair com-
plexion and light-grey eyes.”
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Ramabai's brother died sometime after

© 4heir arrival at Calcutta. He was very anxious
about his sister; but she assured him that
with the help of God all would be well with her.
And so it was. She had not been martied
by her enlightened father at an early age, like
most Brahman girls. He had hada lesson'in
‘the case of his elder daught’er, and so he put
off Ramabai's marriage till his death.  When
she was twenty-two, she was still unmarried.
‘Then, having given up by that time all rigidity
in her father's religion, she married Bipin
Bihari Medhavi, a young Sudra Bengali -
‘pleader, who was an M. A. of the Calcutta
University. They went to Assam, where
they lived happily for two years. Then
Mr. Medhavi died suddenly of cholera, leaving
her aloge with her little daughter, whom she
had called, Manorama or ““ Heart's Joy."

After the death of her husband, Ramabai
went to Poona and began to lecture and write
largely on the education of women. She
found well-known people like Ranade, Kelkar,
and Bhandarkar, strongly supporting ' her.
Whenever  she had time, she carried her
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teaching. into pracﬁccgby giving instruction to-
women in morality and religion. v‘Fin‘;glly, she
founded a society of women called “The Arya
Mahila Samaj,” branches of which were formed
throughout the Mahratta country, i

.'Ramabai had always wished to help Indian
widows, like herself by starting a home of
education and shelter for them. But it was:
difficult to get financial help. One‘ day, a
little Brahman widow of twelve years, who had
been cast off by her relatives,'camve to her,
begging not only for food and 2 home, but
also for help against the grasping ~hands of
wicked men. Ramabai, who was never slow
in action, began her beloved work of rescue,
by taking this poor child into her owm
little home. Later, this woman was able to.
help her in her settlement at Mukti,

In 1882 a Commission to enquire into the
question of education in India was appointed ;
and included women's education as one of its
special agenda. This Commission received a
pleasant reception from the three hundred
Brahman women of the Arya Mahila Samaj, at
which the eloquent Ramabai spoke on her pet
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" gubject. | She was asked to give her evidence
before the Commission ; and, putting forward
the views of reformers like her father, her
brother, her husband and her friends; she
spbke boldly about the urgent need of educas
tion for Indian women. She suggested the
training of men-teachers and women-inspecs
tors; and she requested that, since in India the
conditions were such that proper medical treat-
ment could oﬁ]y reach the sick women of India
through the women themselves, the study
of medicine should be thrown open to Indian
women. :
‘Ramabai's evidence created a great sensas
tion and reached the ears of Queen Victoria
herself, bearing fruit later in the starting of
the women’s medical movement by Lady
Dufferin. The Pandita now began to feel the
need for herself of a good training and of a
proper acquaintance with the English language,

So, overcoming a great deal of natural hesita- .

tion, she left for England in 1883. She was
met there by the Sisters of Wantage, one of
whom she had known in Poona. She went to
their home, St. Mary's Home as it was called,

10
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for ayear to learn Engheh Then she went
to the Ladies’ College at Cheltanham, where
for two years she supported herself by teach-
ing Sanskrit, at the same time studying
Mathematics, Natural Science and English
Literature. “1 owe an evetlasting debt of
gratitude to the Sisters'’, she wrote to Miss
Beale, the late Lady Principal of Cheltanham
Ladies’ College,  these ladies took great pains
with me and taught me the subjects which
would help me in my life "',

As we have seen, Ramabai and her brother,
before they reached Calcutta in 1878, had
become dissatisfied with the Hindu religion.
They had found it inadequate for their needs
and longings. When they went to Calcutta,
they came into touch with Christians and
attended their services and social gatherings.
‘This is what Ramabai wrote of the first one of

such she attended :—

We looked upon the proceedings of the agrembly
with curiosity, but did not understand what they were
about. After a little while, ‘one wef them opened a
book and read acmethiog vut of it, snd then they ali
koelt down before their chairs and some oue said
something with closed eyvea; we were told that
was the way they prayed to God., Wedid not see amy
dimage to which they paid their hemage, but it seemed

[
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a8 though they were paying homage to the cham,
thefore which they knelt. Such wae toe crude idea of
Christian worship that impressed itself on my mind.

She was given a copy of the Bible in

‘Sanskrit, but found the language and the teach-
ing so different from what she was ‘accustomed
10, that she did not spend much time on it
then. Later, while instructing the women
-about religion, she began to carefully study the
Shastras, and found what she thought were
many contradictions among them. For ins-
tance she quoted the following from the
Mahabharata :—‘* The Vedas differ from each
other ; Smyritis, thatis, books of sacred laws,
«do not agree with one another; the secret of
religion is in some hidden place ; the only way
is that which is followed by great men”. But
what chiefly set her against the Hindu relxgmn
was its attitude towards women. No woman
could attain Moksha. Her only god was her
husband, however undeserving he might be ;
and only by pleasing him could she  attain
Swarga, or higher existence, and that too as his
wife and slave. But, she could not get
Moksha or utter liberation, which was the true
heaven, asa woman, for she could not study

L‘
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ledge of Brahma was to be had.

. Ramabai found the Sudras in the same case:
as the women. As for low-caste people, they

were not giifén hope of any sort. FPlaced in

the same category as the lowest species of
animals, whose very shadow and sound were

thought to be defiling, the only hope of Heaven,

for them was the very remote chance of being
reincarnated as one of the higher castes. In.
the meanwhile, the sacred Brahmans kept as

far from them as possible and never thought

it necessary to provide them with even temples.

for worship.
One day, Ramabai met Keshub Chunder
Sen and was taken by him to his house and

introduced to his wife and daughters. He-
gave her a copy of the Vedas to read, in spite
of her protestation that women should not be:

allowed to study the sacred books. = So, forti-
fied by his large-heartedness, she began to
read the Vedas and Vedanta, but still she was
not satisfied, Then she came across a Bengali
tnjanslationvof St. Luke's Gospel, after which

she read the book of Genesis, which was:

the Vedas through which alone the true know~

[
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“explained to her by Mr, Allen, a Baptist

Missionary, The stories in both appealed to-
her. Having no religion to hold to, 'she-

thought she would like to try the Christian
religion. But her husband, who was then

alive, was very vexed with her and stopped het :

religious :tudxes for a time,

After his death ‘she went on Wlth the atudy

of the New Testament. When she went to-
England she was much impressed by the-

Christian work of the Sisters of Wantage. She
saw that a new force, called the love of Christ, .
had come into the lives of women, a force:
which filled them with pity and love for all!
fallen creatures, specially for unfortunate and
erring women, to whom the Hindu religion

was very severe. She heard the story of

Christ and His generosity to the sinful
Samaritan Woman. She read of His divine
pity for all sinners; and she realised that.
Christianity alone, among all the religions she-
had known, was the true religion of uplift,
salvation and hope for the down-trodden and!

the wicked, As she said :
“While the old Hindu Soriptures have given us some-

L
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beautiful precepts of living, the New Dispenuation of
‘Christ has given us the grace to carry thess princi-
ples into practice ; and that makes all the difference
vin the world, The precepts are like the steam-engine
on the track, beautifal and with great possibilitien ;
Ohrist and his Gospel are the steam, the motive
power that can make vhe engine move "

So she became intellectually convinced of
the truth of Christianity and was baptised at
Wantage in 1883, After that, she went on
with her religious studies, for she knew that
weal heai‘bknowled'ge of Christ had not come to
her. As she wrote, “1Icame to know, after
éight‘ years from the time of my baptism, that I
had found the Christian religion, which was
good enough for me: but I had not found
Christ, who is the Life of the religion and the
Light of every man that cometh into the
*wbr}d". For two years, she tells us she was
very unhappy. Then she realised, from a
Hook called * From Wealth unto Life " by
Mr. Haslam, the Evangelist, that instead of
working upwards, she was working from the
top against all recognised rules. Gradually
light came to her. She wrote as follows about
ther struggle ;— i ’

w1 do not kaow if any oue of my raadérs has ever
Mad the experience of being shat up in-a room, where

L
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there was nothisg but thick darkness, and then grop-
ing in it to find something of which he or sbhe wasin

* dire need. I can think of no one but the blind man,
whona story is given in John 9. He was born blind,.
and, remained so for forty years of his life, and then
suddenly he found the Mighty One, who could give him
eyesight. 'Who could have described his joy at meving:
the daylight, when there had not been a particle of
hope of his ever seeing it? WHven the inspired
Lvangelist has not attempted todoit. I can give
only a faint idea of what I felt when my mental eyes
wora opened and when I, who was ‘sitting in the:
darkness, saw great light ’, and when I felt sure that
to me who, but a few moments ago ‘sat in the region
and shadow of death, light had sprungup., I was
very like the man who was told, ‘In the Name of
Jesus Christ of Nazireth rise up and walk’. ‘And
he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with
them into the temple, walking and leaping, and prai-
sing God.! The Holy 8pirit made it clear to me from
the word of God, that the salvation which God gives
through Christ is present, and not something future.
1 believed it, I received it, and was filled with joy."”

But all that took a long time. In the mean-
time, she had progressed much in several ways.
In 1885 she went to America in response to an.
invitation from her cousin Mrs. Anandabai
Joshi, who had gone there sometime before to

study medicine. Her theories now began to.

take practical shape. She was so fascinated
by the educational system of America, that
instead of staying a few weeks as she originally
intended, she stayed there three years, She

studied the public school system and took a.

1
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“{raining in Kmdergarten study as well as in
methods of agricultute, weaving, printing,
'laundry work sewing work, embroidery and
<0 of. She found a good friend in Miss
R. Bodley, AM., M.D,, the Dean of the Women's
Medieal College, Philadelphia, from where
Dr. Joshi took her degree of M.D. - Ramabai
had always advocated that a school should be
‘started by Indian women for Indian Women,
‘where they could have industrial as well
mental training; but, " hitherto, her highest
_ambition had been to secure a Government
_appointment in India. Now she went further.
‘She began to compose a series of Marathi
“Text Books for girls, Then, she wrote her
well-known book, * The High Caste Hindu
Woman ', wherein she spoke of the evils of
Hindu social life, such as the ignorance of the
women of India, child-marriage, the joint-
family system, and the non-marriage of Hindu
.widows. To this book, a preface was written
(by Dr. Bodley, where was related in sympathe-
tic terms the life of Anandabai Joshi, with
“the history of Ramabai herself and an appeal
Aor help for.a home of study for young widows
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in India.  This work, by which Dr. Bodley
declared “ that the silence of a thousand years
had been broken,” won many adherents for
Ramabai, chiefly among those who had worked
‘against slavery and in the Women's Christian
Temperance Union. In 1887, a tentative
committee of women was formed to consider
Ramabai's plans; a few months later this
committee presented its report; and an
Association was organised, called the Ramabai
Association. It was a very unsectarian one,
in as much as its Vice-President, Trustees and
Executive Committee came from different
denominations.  Its headquarters were in
Boston; and it had ‘ circles all over the
country "’ whose members took an agreement
to contribute a certain sum for ten years for
the support of a High Caste Widows' Home in
India, Ramabai was so overwhelmed with
pleasure at the forming of this Association,
that we are told, she sobbed for very happi-
ness, “Iam crying for joy”, shesaid, “ that
my dream of years has become a reality.”

In 1888, she travelled from Philadelphia to
San Francisco and other important places,

[
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bpeakmg about her pet scheme. She was
made so happy by her American friends that,

_when she left for India, she felt as if she were
going to a strange country and to a strange:

people.

The news of Ramabai's return caused a good:
deal of excitement in Bombay. As we have
seen, she had created a small sensation before
_ she had left for America; and now the rumour
preceded her that she was intending to opem
an educational home for Indian Women. Sute
enough when Ramabai reached Bombay, the
first thing she did was to open the ‘“‘Sharada
Sadan’’ or “Home of Learning.’ She received
her greatest support from the Brahmo Samaj,
which formed a sort of half-way house between
Christianity and Hinduism. The Brahmos,
being fairly liberal-minded, sent their daughters
to the Sharada Sadan. In 1890, this school
was removed to Poona and established ina

fine bungalow with a large compound. Pupils.

began to come in. A great impetus fto

Ramabai's  work was given when Miss

Sundarabai H. Powar, who had been doing

missionary work in Bombay, left the mission,

Y
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and joined Ramabai as her helper. In 1892,
when'the‘inmate's had increased to 40, the
Home was ﬁxia_ll‘y opened.

One can safely say that Ramabai kept four
ideals before her at the beginning. In the
first place, she wished to develop her pupils:
into nseful members of society, and not into.
mere bookworms, and so she trained them to.
be teachers, housekeelaers, nurses, wives and
mothers. In the second place, she wished to.
keep her pupils Indian and not Anglicize
them. She desired them not to practice:
Western ideals of life, but the old simple
customs of food, dress and life. In the-
third place, she wished the institution to.
be a real home for girls, The teaching staff’
was treated more or less on the same level as
the “pupils”, “I wish them | to become:
acquainted with as many good people as.
possible; to learn what the outside world is
like from pictures and books and to enjoy the:
wonderful works of God as they ramble in the
garden, study with the microscope, or view
the heavens from the veranda on the roof .

The result, therefore, was a close bond between
14
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Ramabai and her pupils, a sweet motherly
love and care on one side and a touching
devotion and gratitude on the other. '
Finally Ramabai wished to steera neutral
line in the religious teaching of her home. She
liked Missions and missionary work, As she

said i~

+ Missionaries are showing by their Precepte and
example that Christianity does not mewn going inko
.other conntries and taking pogsession of them puatting
taxes upon the people, introducing the ligior traffiio,
.and gaining 8 gre vt deal of revenue from t.e infamous
“traffics in rum and opium, Aws their numbers multiply
they are gaining a foothold in the country, and also.
.commanding the love and respect of the people by
their earnestness in missivnary work. And finally,
#he blessed Gospel will bs everywhere preached by
the misvionaries; and [ hope some day we shall owe
to theie labours and their priyers a great army of
‘(Ohrigtian apostles among our people, who will even-
tually regenerate the whole Hindu nation through
+their lives and their teachinga”,

But she felt that at that time when the
Hindus were all against Christianity, it was not
possible to reach them through missionary
methods.  She was sure that her own methods
would prepare the way for the work of missio-
naries. She said;

“We give them (the pupils) all liberbty to keep
their caste and custoras, and we have made all
arrangements for it They are not prevented from
praying to their own Gods, nor from weariog those



Gods ronnd  their necks, if they want to; and
#ome girls in my school do wso, as 1 used to
yoara ago. Do you think I have gone againat the
religion of tte girla? No, not in any way. Ihave not
‘tanght the girls any religious syatem. If they wanted
any religious training, they might go out of the school
o the missionary, or to the Hindu teacher. But I am
‘wlad to way that some light came to them, not from
.ourselves, but from God. 1f the widows and ignorans
women of India were made independent in spirit
they would surely and naturally adopt Chriutianit}
ag she had done. * Christ”, argued Bambai, “came to
.give diffarent gifts to different people; some He made
;prophets ; some He made preachers; some He made
teachers. Since I have become a Christian, I have,
‘thought He has given me the gift of being & sweeper.
I want to aweep away some of the old difficulties that
lie before the missionaries in their efforts te reach
onr Hindu widows. i

But she herself did not hide the fact that
'she was a Christian. Her little daughter, aged
-eight, constantly affirmed that she was a
‘Christian and that the Bible was her Shastra,
Ramabai herself held family worship in her
own rooms with her daughter and afew  Chris-
‘tian friends. The door was left open, and the
‘Hindu pupils were free to come in and go out,
and gradually many of them fell into the habit
of attending daily worship, joining in the
prayers, and kneeling when the Christians
knelt. The Bible was placed among the other
books in the library.  All this brought a preat
weaction against Ramabai, It was rumoured
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' that, contrary to her promise, she was teaching:

Christianity to her pupils. Much abuse and
criticism followed and pupils fell away. ‘But
Ramabai, strong in her convictions, firmly
averred that she was free to act as a Christian:
in her own house. Soon]the Christian spirit
began to work. Several of the girls, who had!
no Hindu relatives alive, professed themselves.
‘Christians, and in 1896, fifteen of them were
with Ramabai at a Christian camp meeting at
Lanouli.

Between 1896 and 1897, the great famine of
India reached its culmination, and Ramabai
was able to do much relief work., She under-
took trips to the famine-stricken parts of not.
only the Bombay Presidency but of the Central
Provinces as well. She visited poor houses
and relief-camps, travelled in jungles and:
wildernesses, and snatched hundreds and
hundreds of widows and girls from the jaws of
death,

1t was fully a work of faith. Ramabai had:
only a few rupees in hand, and the money
from America was, owing to several reasons,
often delayed sometimes decreased. But

Q. |
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Ramabai prayed in unquestioning hope, and
‘soon remittances poured in from all sides,
‘The work increased by leaps and bounds.
After first getting together sixty girls and
women, Ramabai returned to Poona for three
-days.  Then she started again for the Central
Provinces. Her heart ached with grief for the
‘girls ;

Ever since I have wmeen thess girls in the famine
-districts some fallen into the hands of wicked people ;
‘aome ruined for life and turned out by sheir cruel
masters owing to bad diseases, to die a miserable
~death in a hopeleas, helpless manmer; some being
treated in the hospitals, only to be taken back into the
pite of sin, there to await a cruel death ; some bsaring
'the burdens of sin, utterly lost to the sense of shame
and humanity ; hell has heeome & horrible reality to
«mw, and my heart is bleeding for those daughtersof fond
vparents, who have died leaviag tham orphans. Who
*with a mother’s heart and 'a sister’s love can rest
without doing evergthing in her power to save at

“lenst a few of the girls who can vet be saved from
“the handa of the evil ones ?

Ramabai was soon called back to Poona:
because the plague had broken out there,
The Government ordered that no more inmates
‘should be sent to the Sharada Sadan, Then
Ramabai began her work of organisation. She
‘hired a dozen tents and sent an establishment
into the open country twenty milesaway,
‘while she herself stayed in Poona. Some time:

I
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before that, she had purchased a piece of land
at Khedgaon, and planted it with useful crops
and fruit trees, the produce from which she
heped would yield a good income a few years

[

later. Now, in her dilemma, she thought of

the farm. Grass huts and a large barn were:
evected, and a number of people were sent.
there. The work of rescue, therefore, went

on in quite an efficient manner. Ramabai got
together from five hundred to six hundred
starving women and children ; keeping about
three hundred for herself, she passed on the
rest to different Mission institutions. She gave
the name of Mukti to the home. She started
watious departments for her rescued people,
such as painting, weaving, basket-making,
and she organised a children’s school and
a home for the deformed and mentally
afflicted.

In 1898 the ten years of help from the
American circles came to an end; and Rama~
bai received an urgent invitation to go to
America to renew the Association. She had
by that time secured the help of Miss Abrams,
a good missionary of the Methodist Episcopal
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Church, With h'er, therefore, at Mukti, Miss

Sundarabai Powar in the Sharada Shadan and
Gadre, an educated Brahman convert, as
chief steward, Ramabai felt free to go to
America. She had in 1897 sent three bright
girls to America for further education. Now,
she took with her two other girls.  Those five
girls were given a home with Mrs. Roberts,
Principal of the A. M. Chesbrough Seminary,
North Chili, The education of her own
daughter Manorama, had been provided for
by agood Christian lady in America. After
eighteen months in England, Manorama joined
her mother on the way to America, and was
also left in the care of Mrs. Roberts.

Ramabai found her efforts crowned with

success in America. The old executive com-
mittee of the Ramabai Association was dis-
solved, after giving a vote of the utmost confi-
dence in the Pandita and her work. A new

committee was formed, which promised to..

support the Sharada Shadan as before, but with
no time-limit, and also to help in the work at
Mukti. Qut of the money sent in former years
by the Association, Ramabai had used some

1.
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. %o buy a good deal of property. Now- this pro;
perty was transferred tothe care of Ramabai.

Partly from anxiety, partly from weariness,
Ramabai had fallen ill in America, When she
recovered, she went on a visit to England, with
the hope of forming an English Association to
assist her, but she met with no success, - After
visiting the Keswick Convention with great
joy, she returned home. Before leaving for
America, she had furnished new plans fora
new building at Mukti; and on her return, the
building which bad been completed, was dedi-
cated to God's service. This is what Mrs. Dyer
wrote of the institution :

*In January 1889, my husband and I paid a farewell
visit to Khedgaon before leaving india. We found the
work going on most satisfactorily, and a numbaer of
industries in full swing. [hose industries were chiefly
of an agricaltural nature, preparing food stuffs for
consumption at Mukti, and the Shareda Shadan, and
thus reducing materially the expenditure of both
eatablishments. The dairy department provided all
the milk, butter, and ghee, for bhth institutions,
A gift of fifty pounds sent to Ramabai by alady in
Hngland, instead of a legacy, had thon recently enibl-
‘ed her to enlarge this department of the work by the
‘purchase of more cows; and while in America the Pre-
wiou# year a wealthy American frisnd had given her
some American churns and other improved dairy
appliance, including some very nicely-couvtrived cans,
in which milk was daily sent by railto Poona. We
awent to wee the cows. a number of which had youag



calves. Ramabai was then antioipating the increase of

this departmeant into a regular buainess of supplying
«lairy produce to customers in Poona ; but the sub-
sequent famine made it very difficult to maintain the
«wattle. and all the milk and ghee obtainable were
needed to sustain and succour the famine victims. A
deaf and dumb woman was in charge of the churning
department, and eagerly displayed to us the superio-
ity of the new churns over the previously employed
native methods.”

About this time, Mr, and Mrs. Norton and
‘Mrs. Baker, three missionaries from America,
<ame to Mukti; and through their help Rama-
bai was able to carry out a long—chérisl;ed~
scheme into effect. Her heart had long ached
-over the poor girls' who had been sinned against
by the world. Now she started a rescue home
for them, aud secured for her first superintend-
-ent, Miss Edmunds, who hadbeen in charge of
a similar home in America. When the girly
increased to twenty, she setapart for the site
-of the home, a large plot she had purchased
-sometime . ago near the Mukti property.
Before Miss Baker left, the foundation stone
was laid; and when Mrs. Baker went to

America, she was able toget the money for -

‘the completion of the home, which was filled
in three years with three hundred inmates.
‘This home was called the Kripa Sadan.

PANDITA RAMABAI o
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Chris’tian conversion was progressing apacel '
in the homes. In 1898 é‘mis’sion' band of 35-
was formed at Mukti under Miss Abrams, on.
the basis of the Student Volunteer movement.
Ramabai's influence was also felt in several
other ways. For instance, she was able to.
arrange that no liquor should be sold at.
Khedgaon.

i INDIAN CHRISTIANS

In 1900 came another great famine in North
India, and again Ramabai helped greatly..
Here is what she wrote about it :

* In August, 1899, famine was officially declarad ;.
the wells dried up, the frait trees planted round them
withered away, the cattle yielded so little milk that
it could only be provided for the babies, as there was.
no geass, and vegetahles were an impossibility, QOne:
morning nearly two hundred starving pesple came
into our compound as [ went out early to see what
conld bs done to save the dying fruit trees. Tha:
people liverally besieged me ; the women took ho'd of '
my hand and begged for work, I wass> overcome by
this sight that [ could onlysay a few words to com-
fort them, and invited them to come to our barn and’
join in prayer to God for the salvation of their sjals:
and bodies. All followed me silently and sat down in
as orderly aud reverent a manner as aagy Christian
congregation to hear the (Gospel and to ask Gori for
rain and food. All heard the glad tidings of a
Saviour’s love, and of Giod thie Father of us all, wh is
ever ready to hear and answer prayen.

Sixty were employed at once, and ofhers told to-
come later on as there was no work for them this:
week. Some went away disappointed, others sat.
around as if determined never to leave the premises. i
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till they got work. Little: boys .and girls apoke in

such a piteous manner that I could not but promire to

employ them all. But they would not leave till all
their names were written on the roll, and they got a.
positive promisé of eniployment next week,”

Ramabai took in about 1,500 girls from
Gujerat, Rajaputana and other countries round!
about, besides sending many to mission:
orphanages. A normal school of 50 for train-
ing teachers was organised among the girls, 50+
new classes were opened; and the kinder-
garten section took in 400, Thus, all were
soon busy, half a day in the Industrial depart--
ment and the rest of the time at their books.
The garden and fields, the oil press and dairy,
the laundry and bakery, the making of plain.
Indian garments, caps, lace, buttons, ropes,
brooms and baskets, the spinning of wool and’
cotton, ‘'the weaving of blankets, rugs and
sarees and other cloth, embroidery and various:
sorts of fancy work, thread winding, grain
parching, tinning of cooking vessels, and lastly
a printing press, furnished employment suited
to all capacities.

By 1900 the schools had grown into great
institutions. 580 in the Mukti Sadan, 60 in
the Kripa Sadan and 100 in the Sharada Sadane
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‘were under training. 16 paid teachers came’
drom outside to teach ‘and there were 85
_ -others to help. Most of the latter received
only a normal pay, but obtained their boarding
.and lodging from the schools.

It is pleasant to note the results. 70 teachers
.and workers were produced in eleven years
from the Sharada Sadan, and 80 from Mukti
‘learnt to earn their living during the past three
_years. 85 of these two sets found work in the
institutions themselves and 65 of the old girls
were either married or became teachers and
wworkers in outside places.

In 1900 Manorama Bai returned from
America after finishing her higher school
-course. She had hoped to return to America
to take her, B.A. but had never found the time
forit. Instead, she graduated at the Bombay
University in 1017. ~ She became Principal of
-the High School of Sharada Sadan, which was
removed to Khedgaon. Sundara Bai Powar
left the work about this time, in order to join
-another work where her presence seemed more
mecessary.
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In 1902, a boys' orphanage had been open-
ed at Dhond by Mrs. Norton with speciali
Industries for them. Zenana work was also-
started, and soon was in full swing. About.
1908, a magazine called the MUKTI PRAVER
BELL was started. In 1912 by special request
a school was opened by Manorama at
Gulburgh  and placed on a  Christians
basis.

The church at Mukti did not belong to any-
special denomination. Eventually, it was left
in the charge of the Rev. W. Robbins of.
Poona. A foreign mission was opened and
the first meeting was held at Mukti one Easter
Sunday. Some money was sent to the China-
Inland Mission, some to Armenia; a great deal’
to other missions in India. In 1902, a system-
of prayers circles was introduced, thr,oughv
which each member of all the institutions was.
remembered ' in  prayer daily by name,
by friends all over the world. Indeed, Rama-
bai believed much in the power of prayer. In:
1903, Manaroma and Miss 'Abrams were sent
to take part in the Australian revival. The
Welsh revival was also encouraging, and in.
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190.) a new Prayer circle was opened at Muktx
to pray for the revival in India,

Pandita Ramabai who has been called the
‘Moses of her people spent fourteen years in a
translation of the New Testament into the
‘simplest Mamfhi, as far as the Acts of the
Apostles. It was published in 1912 and about
‘it was written thus : ‘ Many in Western India
will feel deeply indebted to Pandita Ramabai
for her simple, yet beautiful, translation of the
New Testament.” Many papers of tracts and
gospels were printed at, and distributed
from, Mukti, In 1918, Ramabai printed
23,000 copies of a Life of Christ in Marathi.
‘She also wroté a Marathi cookery book, with
the Gospel portion printed on the back of
.each simple recipe.

The expenses of Mukti were very heavy,
‘but were not felt as a burden even during the
.great War and so the work wenton. One
almost holds one's breath, wrote a visitor at the
:magnitude of this work, ‘‘ going on in every
.department without hitch, and then to realise
‘that the human head of this huge enterprise
Jis just this most wonderful woman, Ramabai.

[



My heart rejoices as I see what God is doing
-through one of India’s daughters.”
The Secret of Ramabai's power, as we have
<said before, was her immense faith. Great
were her financial trials, but prayer was offered
always and in many instances relief came.
After the girls from the Gujarathi famine
‘had  got settled into the institution, Rambai
put all the surplus funds into buildings, to
meet the requirements of the enlarged family,
For some time, funds came in  sufficient
-amounts to continue the building, but then
~came a time when money again became scarce,
-and the strain of living from hand to mouth,
‘and buying supplies in small quantities, and
-doing without many things that were needed
'became very wearisome. Among the cold wea-
‘ther visitors to India that year, was a Gospel
Minister, carrying on a large work in London,
who was interested more than most in foreign
missions. He came to Mukti and saw the work
‘with which he was much impressed. This
friend was both able and willing to relieve the
most pressing needs, and after his return to
‘England, he so pleaded for Ramabai's work
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that one wealthy friend sent money enoughs
for all the clothes needed, and funds for current
expenses were sent in sufficient amounts to
relieve anxiety. ) :

It is pleasant to hear of the force of

Ramabai's personality from one of her cloge
Ariends.

“The chief characteristics of her life were her
noble, dignified and commanding personality, her
wonderful administrative capacity, her exceptionally
loving, sympathetic and generous nature, her great.
" spirituality and deep humility, her immense mountain.
moving faith, her strength of character, and quiet,
winning, humorous ways, and above all her groat
passion for winning souls, In spite of the innumerable
demands upon her time and attention, she always
found time to show her love and friendship for the
little children who crowded round her, the weak and
dimabled and mentally defective whom she considered
her friends, an wall as for the birds, cattle and other
animale, which she called each one by name, and fed:
with ber own hands. On special occasions such as
Durbar Day, she held feasts for these her favourites,
when delicacies were distributed both among the
children as well as the dumb birds and beasts. The
feeding of har birds and cats was her favourite recre-
ation after the day's work, But the greatest faature
of her character was her Himalyan faith in the
Heaveoly Father, which was sustained by her un-

ceasing, prayerful apirit. Besides stated times of

prayer and meditation her whole life was a' prayerful
one, and herein lay the whole secret of her great
success. Prayer was the power which worked her
great institution. The word |of God was her ever
abiding strength,”

L |
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ENGLAND'S best assetsin the past under

the operation of the Law of Primogeni-
ture have been the younger sons of noble fami-
lies. With traditions, atmosphere, education
and culture, open to the scions of great and
historic  houses, which would or should
enable them to attain any height, their pros-
pects in life have been disproportionately
limited.  But their outlook of life has not beeru
80 restricted.  On the other hand, the incen-
tive for work has been proportionately larger
and the result sometimes admirable.

There s in India no lack of houses
and families in which the circumscrib-
ing limitations of what would correspond
to the Law of Primogeniture, operate
prejudicially to the prospects of = younger

* The writer of this sketch has deuw. largely frorﬁ«
a oontribution to the INDIAN REVIEW by Dr, Sir
Debiprasad Barvadhicari,

15




INDIAN CHRISTIANS

sons. But the counterbalancing good fortune
of England is sadly lacking here. The
law of compensation isnot in full operation.
Otherwise, there would have been a stronghold
of culture and worth, as the background and
support not merely of every such family and
house but of the country, the value of which
1t would be impossible to over-estimate. Look
around as carefully as we may, the vista is
indeed depressing and poor, as any Indian
State and any house govemed by the Law of

Primogeniture would prove. The means of

education of our Ruling Princes are far from
ideal and the education of the younger mem-
hers of their families, with no large roseate
 prospects before them, is poorer still. Their
education, however, ought to be the prime care
of the Government of India and is no less a
smatter of anxiety to the people from the larger
political point of view.
A SCION OF THE HOUSE OF KAPURTHALA
Thete are, however, notable exceptions to the
general prevalence of neglect and disappoint-
ment in these directions. One of the most nota-
ble is the case of Raja Sir Harnam Singh

L |



RAJAM STR HARNAM SINGH 227 @L
Ahluwalia, K.C.LE~a distinguished son of
4the Kapurthala ruling family, o

‘His name stands foremost among the pious
:and pure Christians whose change of religion
s due to a ‘deép sense of spiritual conviction,
‘Rajah Sir Harnam Singh literally gave up his
«earthly kingdom for the Heavenly, for he was
tborn heir presumptive of the Kapurthala Sikh
State. He was born on the 15th of Novem-
tber 1851, and was the second son of His
Highness Rajah-i-Rajgan Sir Randhir Singh
iBahadur, G. ¢. 8. L, the Kunwar Sahib. His
throther, Tikka Sahib Kharak Singh, came to
sthe Kapurthala Throne in 1870, and if he had
-died sonless, Prince Harnam Singh had the
.assurance of coming to the Throne. But the
Prince, having weighed earthly pre-eminence
with membership in the Kingdom of Christ,
.chose the latter and forsook @ all for
Christ.

EARLY STRUGGLES

. He is thus an entirely self-educated
.and wholly self-made man, and life's early
ihandicap not only did not daunt him
but really served to inspire him. It en”
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couraged him and made him exert himself.
all the more. In fact, his early life was full.
of hard struggles, and he had many enemies.
His knowledge of Christianity was first gained .
through the Rev. J. S. Woodside of the Ameri-
‘can Presbyterian Mission when he was but 9
years old, under whose tuition he was placed.
He was but four years under his tuition, yet his .
mind was saturated with the truths of Christi-

_ anity, and in 1872, two years after the acces-
sion of his brother, he left the State, and he-
went to Jullunder where the late Rev. Golak-
nath was labouring, and, under his instructions,
decided to accept Christianity, ' and was bap--
tized by Mr. Golaknath in 1874, and after-
wards married Mr. Golaknath's youngest
daughter. He thus cut himself off entirely from
the State. He was busy for some time in ac-
quiring a knowledge especially of English, al-
though he was well upin Persian and in Pun-
jabi, his own vernacular. He now speaks Eng--
lish faultlessly. SirHlarnam Singh, while chang-
ing his faith, did not change his costume but.
as far as his culture and enlightenment go, he-
has few equals and fewer superiors.
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His brother died within seven years of
Vhis accession, . and, in' 1877, the Govern-
‘ment of Punjab appointed him Manager of
‘the Oudh Estates which are more valuable
‘than the State of Kapurthala, Prince Harnam ‘
‘Singh remained in this position for 18 years,
and, under his'management, the Estates made
-great progress, and the income was more than
doubled, = He established schools and dispen-
+saries for the people. While thus engaged,
'the Prince was Honorary Secretary to the
'Hemp Drugs Commission during 1893-99,
:and did  invaluable work. He was also an
‘Honorary Magistrate and has long been a Fel-
'low of the Punjab University. He served also
-as a nominated Additional Member of the Im-
iperial and the Punjab Legislative Councils,

and showed much independence in the Coun-
cil-debates and had even opposed ‘“‘the Land
Alienation Bill.” = In this connection, he point-
-ed out in one of his speeches that the measure,
if passed, would result in the bigger fishes
-swallowing up the smaller ones. His prophecy
Ihas evidently turned out to be true as is now
:generally acknowledged both by the Press and
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the People of the Panjab.  He bas also served'
‘on some official Committees of investigation,.
always rendering valuable help.
‘A NOBLE PATERFAMILIAS _
Sir. Harnam Singh was invited to be-
present in England at King Edward's Coro~
nation. He was knighted in 1899, and:
the ' title of Rajah was conferred on
‘him in 11907, which was [later made:
hereditary.  He 'is now’ honoured by  the
Sikhs = and orthodox  Hindus alike, who-

esteem him for his gentlemanliness and saint- .

Iy character. His wife, who died last year, was-
a faithful friend and comforter to him, and a
helpful adviser. She was gentle-mannered and
one of the best educated women in India. Her
philanthropy and sympathy went hand in.
hand, and she spent much of her time ands
money for charitable works. She rendered:
valuable help in starting the Dufferin Fund.

I

Sir Harnam Singh was blessed with seven.

sons and one daughter, and all are living except:

‘ason. He has given excellent education to-
them, all of whom have been educated in.
England,
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The Raja Sahib’s eldest son,  Kunwar
Raghbir Singh, 0.B. B, is a member of the
Punjab Commission and is now Deputy Com-:
missioner  of Ludhiana, The second son,
Kunwar Maharaj Singh, €. L E., who is a
distingunished District Officer in the U, P., and
has been a Deputy Secretary in the Educa-
tional Department of the Government of India,
was selected some time back to make some
delicate and important enquiries about Indian

labour conditions abroad, particularly in

Mauritius and Guiana upon which largely de-
pends the future of Indian Labour Emigration.

Recently he acted as Commissioner of Allaha-

bad. The third son, Lt-Col. Kunwar Shums-
here Singh, is a member of the Indian Medi-
cal Service and is the Civil Surgeon of
Rawalpindi, Jullandur. The fourth son, Kunwar
Dalip Singh, is a well-known Barrister in
Lahore, and is now acting as a Judge of the
Punjab  High Court. The youngest son,
Kunwar Jasbir Singh, holds the responsible
position of Special Manager in the very impor-
tant Estate of Balrampur in Oudh. One of
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his sons, Captain Kunwar Indarjit Singh, gave -
his life in the Service of his King and Country.

on thefields of France in the Great War. The
only daughter, Rajkumari Bibi Amrit Kaur, is
an accomplished lady, who would be the pride
«of any family and would adorn any society. .

A CAREER OF SERVICE AND HONOUR

1 have attained the age of more than three
score years and ten, and now I wish to
die in peace' is the Raja Sahib's ever
recurring theme, and he has no pérs.onal
ambition or thought -of individual ad-
vancement., All that come to him receive
his help and advice; and many from
all parts of the country throng to him, confide
in him, and return reassured and helped. . He
knows the Punjab and the Province of Oudh,
and bhas more than a nodding acquaintance
with Bengal, Bombay, Madras and the Central
Provinceés ; the only Provinces of which he
does not personally know much are Assam
and Burma. The Raja Sahib has known,in
some cases intimately, all the Viceroys from
Lord Canning downward, all the Lieut.-
Governors in the Provinces of the Punjab and

[
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ithe United Provinces during the last fifty years
and all the Commanders-in-Chief, Members
of Executive Councils and Secretaries in
Northern India and many other notables be-
‘sides. His intimacy with the Indian Chiefs and
Princes and their advisers and friends has
ibeen singular, and if only he would consent
‘to break his silence or at all events record
for future use his reminiscences, great indeed
‘would be posterity’s benefit. They would be
. wuseful to the historian.’ He has been to Europe
-om several occasions, and has had the honour
-of being received in audience by the late
“Queen-Empress Victoria, the late King-Em-
peror Edward VII and the present King
'Emperor and the Prince of Wales. = So he has
-seen and known four generations of the Sove-
wreigns of India.
A GOD-FEARING CHRISTIAN

A good God-fearing Christian, with un-
limited tolerance for other faiths and creeds
‘which he knows at close quarters, his piety is
«deep but unostentatious as are indeed his
charity and abiding sympathy with all good
«deeds. - A genuine sense of joy lightens

L.
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up his face and a cheery smile that slowly
spreads greets all that come near, gives re—
assurance and makes them feel at home. But
injustice and tyranny and any approach to-
¢therm would make him flare up and the wicked
and wrong-doer would have no escape fromn
his displeasure. A man among men any-
where, he attracts attention in his striking
Oriental garb, with his spotless Pugree, always:
in position. Change of faith and free-mixing
with Europeans and Anglicised society ‘has: .
not led to a change of dress, manners or
habits, which are the simplast imaginable..
His houses at Simla and in Jullundur (Punjab),
are delightfully well-appointed and perfectly
cosmopolitan in taste. The Raja Sahib is one-
of the oldest residents of Simla. His residence,
¢ The Manor ', was designed and constructed!
by himself forty years ago, and his orchard and’
fruit-garden are one of the most attractive in.
that quiet and salubrious Jocality of Simla.
A FULL CAREER

Much of the Raja Sahib's early time
was spent at Lucknow in improving and:
managing the Oudh Estate of the Kapur--
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thala ’Sta‘te during the present ruler's.
minority. The tale of his stewardship was.
graphically told in the Pionecer a quarter of a

century ago, and people, who are almost forget-

ting it, might well recall it to mind. After the-
Sepoy War, the aid of Sikh rulers and Bengali
educationists was called into requisition for
pacifying Oudh, thanks to Lord Canning’s-
far-seeing policy. The influence for good in
the Kapurthala State was great. And young

. Kunwar Harmnam Singh, as he then was,.

maintained and  increased this influence
during his managership of the :‘Kapurthala
Oudh Estate. He was worthily seconded:
by  influences represented = by Raja
Dakshina Ranjan Mookerjee, and Rai Baha-
dur Prof. Raj Kunwar Sarvadhikary. The

Canning College, the Talukdars’ Association,.

the British Indian Association of Lucknow,.
the Lucknoro Times, and the Lucknow Fa-
press, as they came in the wake, added to
such influence and the turbulent Oudh barons
in  turn became England's firm friends..
Much of 'the credit for the work is un-

doubtedly Kunwar Harnam Singh’'s who-

Q.
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thas  for over forty y',ears‘been First Honorary
Secretary and later, Honorary Life Secretary
.of the British Indian Association, Fitting is it
sindeed that his son, Kunwar Maharaj Singh,
-should now be serving the U. P. Government
-as an acting Commissioner while another son
.of his, Kunwar Jashir Singh, should be loyally
-serving the ancient house of Balrampur.

It isa pity and an irony of fate, that the
‘Raja Sahib's vast and varied experience is not
more utilised in the Couancils of the Empire.
‘In the Pioneer's words in 1900, the eyes of the
“Indian world were turned to the indomitable
Raja Harnam Singh when the Punjab Land
Alienation Bill was having its passage through
.the then Imperial Council of India. There
was a time, when, under favourable circum-
-stances, the Raja Sahib might have put through
.his pet Railway Scheme in the_Doab, but
for vested interests standing in the way. And
though years have gone by, it still requires
taking up.

THE RAJAH IN THE COUNCIL OF STATE

He has been doing his duty loyally
.and steadily in the Council of State
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talk much, he advises a great deal. He serves.

wellindeed, though seemingly he but starids and.
waits, In spite of his early change of faith, he -
is a good and stalwart Khalsa Sikh at heart..

How high the house of Sir Harnam Singh.
is held in official esteem will be demon--
strated by H. E. Sir Edward Maclagan.
accompanied by Field Marshal Sir William .

Birdwood paying a farewell personal wvisit:

to the Rani Sahiba at ‘The Manor and.

by his stopping his special rail motor car at the -
Summer Hill Railway Station on the day of his-
departare from Simla, inorder to spare the -

Raja Sahib the trouble of having to undertake -

the long journey to Barnes Court and to let

him bid good-bye to the Punjab Governor, near
his own home. It was a singular honour-
indeed, that was highly appreciated, though .
there was no newspaper boom about it.
TYPE OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND CHARACTER
His flower-garden, his orchard, his books,
his guests, his friends, his faith, his charity and’
his trusts take up much of his time, and his-

for India, whem it is a pleasure to meet.
him as acolleague. Though he does mot.

QL
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-worthy and devated lady willingly and cheer-
fully seconded his efforts in all and every one
of these directions. The Raja Sahib's Educan
-tional Trust has been a relief to many mdxgent
students, and  enabled them to prosecute
their studies. His recent endowment of
.about Rs. 80,000 in memory of his son' Capt.
Kanwar Indarjit, LM, 8, M. C. to-
swards the cause of medical research shows
‘his keenness in all matters affecting  the
country’s good. He is studiously punetili-
.ous in the slightest concerns of Iife,‘ is
_courtesy personified even in fthe smallest
.details to the extent of insisting on seeing
‘his guest to his room, every night, after
‘his long and informing after-dinner . talks,
.o matter how many nights it might be.
Methodical and business-like in all that he
undertakes, not a paper on his table nor a
‘book on his shelves would be allowed
to be out of place and the smallest
.of specks would attract his attention. His
_figure that well bears the burden of years and
_cares, would willingly take up any other right-
J4ul burden even in the even tide of life,

[



burdens that the services of God or man
‘might require. It is a mellowed sunset, al-
most Turneresque in its richness. In Sir Har-
inam Singh’s life, we have the best specimen
of Christian life and character, proving the
ipower of Christianity. He, apart from his station
in life, has enthroned himself in the hearts
of the people ts whom he is a faithful friend,
‘and really a king of their hearts, though not a
' “temporal ruler, He stands outas a noble ex-
ample of what a Christian should be, despite
his position in the world. Cheerfully, withal,
ishe ready to lay downall burden, at the
-appointed hour uncomplainingly, for his never-
ending and none too pessimistic theme is
“ Let me depart in peace.’” May such depart-
ure be deferred ever so -long, for men like the
‘Hon'ble Raja Sir Harnam Singh can be ill-
spared by his country, his friends and his
Government at this juncture,
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b SWAMIKANNU PILLAL

Seek we sepulture,
On a tall mountain, cited on the top,

Crowded with culture.
: Browning.

Dewan Bahadur L. D.’ Swamikannu Pillai*”
‘was born into a period of stirring events.
During more than half a century, new:
forces brought change into the change-
less East. Young Indians breathed a new
‘atmosphere intellectually and spiritually..
They came under a new stimulus, com-
pounded of many elements, each of
them new and inspiring. To that sti-
‘mulus must be attributed the sudden up-
ward growth in politics, education and social
life. Unfortunately, the mighty movement of
the ‘ Indian Renaissance ' has taken a political
turn which may retard the full realization of the
achievements it was destined to produce. Ow
¢he whole, it must be ad mitted, science and

*Sietoh propared by Rev, L. Proserpio. 3. J, M. 4.
Principal, St. Aloysius’' College. Mangalore,
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literature, arts and industries, have been less:
productive than politics. The period has had:
its great men, too. Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
the founder of the ¢ Servants of India’, and,
perhaps, the best constructive statesman comes
first to the mind. To him mustbe added Dr.
Bhandarkar, famous educationist and Sanskrit
scholar ; Romesh Chandra Dutt, Indian His-
torian ; Rabindranath Tagore, the poet of
- wotld-wide renown ; Sir J. C. Bose, the inter-
national scientist; Mahatma Gandhi, the

reformer who has staked his fame and the"

triumph of his cause upon ‘satyagraha’ and
¢ charka,’ non-co-operation and the spinning-
wheel.

Dewan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillai, thou;hn
great, has no such title to fame as has any one
of these. He was no poet or scientist of the
first class, no leader in state-craft : he headed
no political or religious movement. In brief,
he was no hero in the accepted sense of the:
word. '

The days of hero-worship died with
Carlyle's apotheosis of the hero. Vet the term

has been coupled with the name of Swami-
16
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kannu Pillai by many friends and admirers,
standing by his remains before they were
lowered into the grave. From a Memoir aiming
at offering a disinterested appreciation of his
fife and character, even the appearance ofexag-
geration must he eschewed.  All the same,
it may be affirmed that, though no hero, he
had the stuff of which heroes are made. Was
he, like Browning's Grammarian, 2 ‘high man
atmmg at a million,’ and, in the attempt, miss-
ing ‘anunit'? Time is the best historian: 1o
. .one is entitled to forestall its final verdict on
 the abiding value of the services rendered by
Dewan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillai to his
country The history of Indian Chronology
‘and the Annals of the Legislative Council of
the Madras Presidency of which he was the
first Secretary, the second nominated and the
first elected President, when they come to be
written, will look  incomplete and poor with-
_out a chapter dedicated to his name. More
_than this, his figure stands out prominent in
the golden leaves of the ‘Book of Life, ' which
Angels keep and which none but the best of
~u¢ may read. Ifhe failed to ‘achieve greater

[
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sthings it was not for lack of - genius
Wlthm, but because of the external urcums~
tances of birth and religion which, from the
svery outset, prescribed ‘boundaries to the
ipossibilities of the part he was destined to play.
‘ ‘Fof, in his case, it cannot be too much em-
phasised that he cameof humble parentage
- Despite his many lucrative appointments in,
after years, which sheer want almost forced-
‘him to court, and despite the simplicity
“of his manner of life, poverty continued in a
‘way, to dog his career throughout. In a letter
‘to a friend, dated 24th December 1923, he
Jwrites )
“I am frig‘htene‘d to think I am running so
 fearfully in debt with you. Besides ‘the
Rs. 100 which I hope to pay in Janiary
and in February, I hope to pay Rs. 500
in March out of my pay (it is only Rs.
2,000 against Rs. 1,500 which I now
draw). My February increment goes to
N : "
And likewise, a large share of the re-
‘maining money went, each month, to the
many relations who depended on Kim
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‘In the light of the above letter, it is:
pathetic to read the following lines, the-
last he wrote on the 30th of July, 1925, to his-
Spiritual Director : ‘+-+This morning a curious.
reflection occurred to me. I am perturbed in
mind because my family is not well providedt
for.” But T know as a matter of Faith that
after death Ishall be perfectly satisfied with
God's actual disposal of my family.! He never:
enjoyed the leisure, ‘ ofgum cum dignitate,’
necessary for the highest achievements, From.
‘humble official beginnings he climbed in fact
to all but the loftiest rung of the ladder of
office. Yet no one will deny that to bea
Catholic, in a country like India, is no recom-
mendation to preferment. If he rose high, his:
success was entirely the outcome of personal
effort. As the late President of the Legislative -
Council, the Hon'ble Mr. M. Ruthnaswami,
M.L.A., putit, L. D. Swamikannu Pillai “like-
Burke could say he was not cradled and dandl-
ed into office. He was challenged at every
step and had to produce the passport of his:
| efficient and hard work, before he was allowed!
| to pass on.”



. BIRTH AND EARLY LiFE
. Louis Dominic Swamikannu Pillai was born
-on the 11th of February 1865 at Madras™. His
parents, like those of other celebrated men,
were poor. Mr. Louis Pillai, his father.

shailed from Somanoor. In early youth he

fhad been a student of the Seminary at Pondi-
«cherry, but was compelled to abandon the
-ecclesiastical career on account of the straiten-

ed circumstances of his family, and in 1856,

Ihe settled down in his native village as a clerk
swunder Mr. Cherry, a Forest Officer, in the
"Taluk Cutcherry. With a view to enhancing
this small earnings, he undertook to teach
iFrench to the children of some European
-settlers in those parts. At this time, he seems
1to have fallen under Protestant influence. He
tfound his way to Madras wheré, after a period
-of theological training, he worked, between
‘the years 1861-—1866, with the Rev. Mr,
:Simpson who was  in charge of the Sylvan
+Garden, Royapettah.,

Though  born of Catholic parents,
‘Swamikannu was baptized in the Prote-
stant  Church, through the exertions of

./ L. D, SWAMIKANNU PILLAI 245
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Mr. N. Subramanian, a former Administrator-

General of Madras and a devout Protestant.
In vain were the protests of the mother,.
unwilling to see any of her children brought

up outside the Catholic = Faith. « She,  in:

the end, wrote to her brother-in-law, the:
Rev. Fr. Aloysius of Coimbatore, acquaint-
ing him with all thé circumstances of the event.
‘The priest came to Madras and succeeded ini

having the boy then one year and a half old,
baptized again in St Peter's Church,
Royapuram.. In 1870, the family, consisting:

of the father, mother, two sons and a daughter:

left Madras for good and returned to their:
native village. Mr. Louis Pillai was first
employed for a short time at Podanur; he,.
later, moved on with the children to Ootaca-
mund and was entertained as a low-paid
teacher in the Breeks Memorial School in that.
town. Young Dominic was sent to learn the
three R’s in the Catholic parochial school
managed by the Rev. C. Biolley, a venerable:
priest now nearly ninety years old. Let us, i
passing, pay a tribute of love, may be the only
one reccrded in print, to this dear veteram

1
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 soldier, who spent the best and longest portion
of his days in the mission field without once
revisiting France, his beloved country. We
do it the more willingly because there is reason
to believe that Fr, Biolley took a special
interest in young Swamikannu and recom-,
mended him and his brother to the Jesuits
at Negapatam on the East Coast. The
two boys travelled from Ootacamund
to  Coimbatore on foot—there, ‘was . no
railway in the early seventies—and the
story goes that the amusement of roll-
ing limes along the road helped them to walk
the long distances. They joined St. Joseph's:
College at the beginning of 1874, and Swami-
kannu was placed in the Second Class, corres-
ponding to the Second Form of the present
system of education. It is here that the nine-
year lad began to lay the foundation of that
deep scholarship for which he has been
deservedly praised. There was nothing very
remarkable in his outward appearance. One
of his teachers has left a description of him at
this period. “ He was not a very big mam
then, a sprightly little boy, with a pair of
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sparkling eyes, full of life and chger_fﬁlness,
who had already contracted the inveterate

'« I

habit of being, though the smallest of the Iot, _

the first boy of his class.”

From the first, two influences were at work
in moulding his intellect and character. He
felt the strength of the classical tradition built
up by such humanists as were the Jesuit
Fathers at St. Joseph's. The names of Fr.
Bruni, Dr. Barrow, Fr. Gallo and Frs. Abreu
.and Bangar were often on his lips in after life,
To this list must be added the name of the
late Fr. Jean, one of the most enthusiastic
Latin scholars of the day. As Rector of the
College, Fr. Jean came in contact with the
young student, was struck by his extraordi-
nary mental gifts and greatly encouraged him
in the study of Latin. He seems to have
contributed the largest share to the boy's
intellectual development, so much so that,
despite all the honours heaped upon Swami-
fannu Pillai in mature life, . he continued to
pride himself on having been the disciple and
the intimate friend of the Rev. Fr. A. Jean.
“The other influence, altogether spiritual, was
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-derived from his bond of wunion with the
‘Sodality of the Blessed Virgin of which he
‘\became from the start a junior member, and
with its Director, the Rev. Fr. Eyraud. = For,
‘it must be borne in mind, that no appreciation

of Mr. Swamikannu Pillai can be complete,
if it neglects to take stock of the spiritual
aspect of his, life. Intellect and religion are 0
-the two pillars ont which rested the structure of |
Ihis future greatness, i

The Jesuits were quick to realize that young
‘Swamikannu was not to be ranked with the
:average boys one meets at College and that,
-even thus early, he was a coming man. His
-splendid abilities made an impression also
.on his fellow-students. He was the quickest
fearner ever seen at the School, and this,
«coupled with the fact that he had already re-
ceived from his fathera good grounding in
Tatin and French, made him often the centre
.of wonder and admiration. He was full of life
sand heartiness withal, of fan and frolic, the
pleasantest comrade whose company was
-much sought after by everyone.
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In those early days of St. Joseph's at' Nega--
patam, the Fathers used to hold school ‘concer-
tations’. Each class was  divided into two:
tival camps, say the Romansand  the Cartha-
ginians, with the two best boys as their respec-
tive leaders. Every now and then, a subject.
for concertation was chosen beforehand, and:
on an appointed day, the staff and the students:
of the institution assembled in the big Hall to
witness the intellectual match. = Little Swami-
kannu Pillai was at home in such contests..
He had a perfect mastery of the Latin grammar, .
its declensions, pronouns, irregular verbs, its:
higher idiomatic elegances, and it was a plea-

sure to see him unravel difficult questions put
to him by bigger boys and come off victorious
from the ordeal. Nowadays, the century-old

‘camp system,’ is held to be quite out-of-date, .
yet we may be permitted to doubt whether the -
improved methods of pedagogy offer a more -
potent stimulus to the mental activities of the -
boys. The dominant place ' assigned to.
‘method’ and the craze for ‘precocious speciali-

‘zation’ has unmistakably been attended by a

proportionate decrease of initiative andi

L
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_ thoroughness, Under the influence of the new
Psychology, educatidnists have laid greater-
stress on the 'deve‘ibpment of the art of teach-
ing than on the labour and toil involved in the -
process of learning. Anyway, L. D. Swami-.
kannu Pillai was, characteristically, a produet.
of the Old School often identified with the

¥ * Ratio Studiorum’ or Educatxonal Systrem of

the Jesuits. ; :

In December 1878, he sat for the Matricula-
tion Examination. Much was expected of
him and we suspect, it was with some feeling

of disappointment that the results were receiv-
ed. He had secured the fifth place inthe -
. Presidency, a splendid achievement for a boy -
of thirteen, though, perhﬁps, not up to the
expectations of his teachers and companions..
When he joined the F. A. class in the begin.
ning of 1879, a considerable change was noticed !
in him, which became more and more marked:
as days passed. His usual cheerfulness and:
merriment did not altogether desert him ; but
an air of seriousness and gravity now character-
ized all his movements and actions. He
became, s0 to say, wedded to his studies, andi

&
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~ments. The result of this intensified applica-
~tion was a first class both in the F. A. and
B. A. examinations in which he ranked first
~and second respectively in the Presidency.
“The latter, especially, was a remarkable feat
for young Swamikannu who, under very un-
 “favourable circumstances, had chosen Mathe-
matics for his optional subject.
 In 1882, Sir W. W, Hunter, President of the
‘Education Commission, paid a visit to St.
Joseph's, accompanied by the Rev. Dr. William
‘Miller of the Christian College, Madras.
. Swamikannu Pillai, a mere lad of seventeen
~who had just passed his B. A., was asked by
. the authorities of the College to prepare an
.address of welcome. He did so, and greatly
- distinguished himself by reading a Latin poem,
~the elegance and melody of which were much
_appreciated by the distinguished visitors. In
weply, Sir W. W. Hunter improvised a few
‘Latin verses complimenting the youthful
Latinist as well as the Institution which he
“compared to a classic ground, and its Rector to
~a gardener that had come from a far-famed

[

“wasted no time in vain and fruitless amuse-
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Academic grove in the West to cultivate rare -
and delicate plants at Negapatam.

After takihg his degree, Mr. Swamikannu:
Pillai  offered his services to the College-
in which he bhad received education, and he
followed its vicissitudes when, at the time of the-
Concordat of 1886, St. Joseph's College was-
transferred from Negapatam to Trichinopoly. .
Needless to say that, as a Professor of English,
he contributed not a little to its popularity in-
the new home. Indeed, it would be hard to-
praise too highly his splendid talents. His.
intellect was of the first order, strong and.
penetrating and clear. As he used to say,
‘he took to Latin as a fish takes to water’ and
would read his classics as Macaulay put it
| with ‘his feet in the fender,’ He was in fact
a model student to the end of his life. It was.
said that he knew fourteen languages, both.
Eastern and Western, and was equally at home -
in Tamil and in English. In fact, he seems .
to have taken, as far asa man may, all forms.
of learning as his province. Indian Chrono-
logy and Scientific Astronomy were his special’
subjects in which he did picneer wotk. But-
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the was equally interested in Mathematics,

Politics, History, Religion and Philosophy.

L

His mind was as wide as it was powerful. The

“list of his published works™ bears testimony to
“the depth of his scholarship on the one hand,
and on the other, to his industrious habits which
+enabled himto continue his studies and re-
searches of his youth amidst the incessant
wofficial duties of his  career. THE  INDIAN
.CHRONOLOGY and THE INDIAN EPHEMERIS
are enough to immortalize the name of
"Mr. Swamikannu Pillai as.a leader in a new
‘line of investigation in which he was held
“to be one of thethree or four authorities in
“the whole world, » |
Tle had a facile pen. ‘English,’ wrote Mr,
‘Ruthnaswami, ‘in his keeping was a  polished
Jinstrument  of expression,’ Even a short
conversation with him was enough to make
.one feel he was in the presence of a first-rate
diterary man. T here was a ring of eighteenth

* [ndian Chronology, 1911 i
Indian Ephemeris, 700 A D, to 2000 A,D., 1922
Todian Antiguary |
Secrots of Memory
‘Phonal Shorthand in five volumes
Madras Yoear Book 1924,
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«century style 'in his polished and crystal-like
sentences.  Th:yv reminded you of Addison

.and Steele. It was difficult to resist the im-

;pression that he had made a  special study of
“these writers, and many thought that, in other
‘eircumstances, he might have become a very
«distinguished member of the little Senate over
‘which the author of CATO ruled like a king.
‘These achievements would have been even
.greater if Swamikannu Pillai had been in a
.position to devote exclusively to science and
iliterature the rare talents of his mind. But
he was too poor for the seclusion of the
scholar’s cloister. Itis indeed much to be
regretted that no Macenas came forward to
-offer young Swamikannu a scholarship for
higher studies in England when he topped the
list in the B.A. Examination of 1882. It
‘would be vain and profitless at this dis-
‘tance of time to indulge in the forecast of
mere possibilities, but one cannot help
‘thinking that in few other instances, University
money was destined in the long run to show
ibetter returns. As it is, Mr, Swamikannn
Pillai must for ever remain a genius of
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“ unfulfilled renown,” a scholar to whom  the-
great opportunity was never offered,
From CLERK TO PRBSIDENT
~ OFCOUNCIL.

But let us retrace our steps to pursue chmna——
 logically the narrative of his. life.  The first.
attempts to cut a career for himself were not
attended with much success. Ofall profes-
sions, Education is the least remunerative from:
a financial view-point, and Mr. Swamxkannu
Pillai was unquestionably in need of money..
From St. Joseph's College he joined the
Government Secretariat as a clerk on Rs, 50.
Dissatisfied with the personnel, the work andi
its monotonous drudgery, he accepted, in
11890-91, a post of Lecturer in Latin in the
Presidency College. He tried, but found it
extremely difficult to enter the Provincial
Educational Service. At this perigd, he was.
already a Master of Arts, he became a Bachelor
of Laws of the Madras University and took the-
LL. B. Degree of London. Inthe Provincial
Civil Service Examination for which he
competed, the first place went to his rival
Dewan Bahadur Ramachandra Rao.  This

[
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Tailure, if such it can be called, wasa bxtter
disappointment to Swamxkannu Pillai who,
conscious of his abilities, was trying hard to
find an.opening to an official career, Fortunate-
ly, Sir Henry Stokes came to his rescue, He
had come in contact with Swamikannu Pillai
in Madras, and, struck by his linguistic and
scholarly attainments, offered hima post as
Deputy Collector in 1892. Few acts of kind-
ness, if success be the measure of their value,
have been bestowed on more deserving
persons.  From hence onwards, it became
‘easy for Swamikannu Pillai to carve his way
to the top of the ladder and bestride this narrow
world like a colossus. He soon became Asst.
Secretary to the Board of Revenue (1895-1906.),
Secretary to the same Board (1906-1911),
and Registrér of Co-operative Societies (1911-
1917). It was a new department where much
legislation and reform was needed, The
name of Swamikannu Pillai shall be for ever
associated with the history of the co-operative
~movement in this Preqidency Har, . his
mastery of the literature on co- opemtxon in

English, French and German enabled him to
17
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jpains to popularize the scheme by his tours
 and meny lectures. He was appointed Col-
lector and District Magistrate (1917-1920),
Director of Agriculture for a short period and
First Secretary to the Council (1920-1923).
Whilst in the latter office he was deputed by
the Governor of Madras to go to England to
study Parliamentary procedure, He succeed-
.ed Sir P. Rajagopalachari as President, when
the latter was appointed to the India Coundil,
.and was elected in the second reformed Legis-
lative Council as its first non-official Presi-
dent. The choice was anything but popular
with a section of the representatives of the
people, but even they, in the end, had to
confess that his tact and gentle and affable
manners won for him the good will of the House.
Such was the career of this man, who, step by
step, through no favour or luck, but sheer.
ability and hard work, rose from the humble
status of a clerk to position second only to
that of the Governor himself,

But ‘the greatness of Dewan Bahadur
1. D. Swamikannu Pillai lies mnot in

[

.do much pioneer work and ‘he took infinite



-

_ -success, but in the fact that he succeeded

because as a man he was great. He had no
~doubt the initial advantage of splendid abi-
lities with which to make a start. But even
these, afterall, are notso rare in our days of
-cheap and universal education. Many of his
-contemporaries both atschool and in public life,
‘ranked not far below him in mere wealth of in-
tellectual attainments. The key to his felicitous
-career must be searched for elsewhere. To the
iremarkable talents with which nature and here-
-dity had endowed his mind, he was fortunate
-enough to add the best qualities of a really
noble heart. He lost none of the opportani-
ties which education in a Jesuit College offers,
-especially to Catholic students, for the building

qup of character.
A PEREECT GENTLEMAN

Newman's well-known definition of a gentle-
man fitted him like aglove. Ashis friend
Mr. M. Ruthnaswami put it, ‘ he was modest to
the point of self-suppression, shy and reserved
at first approach but genuinely cordial on
~deeper acquaintance, pure in private life, and

| < puritan in his public career, animated by the
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' bpmt of qacmﬁce for those who were near ancﬁf
dear to him, he passed through the disappoint-
ments,and troubles of public life with a lofty
courage and an unbreakable trust in. God'..
For, we must remember, Swamikannu Pillai
was no Wordsworth = content to = com-
. mune with nature, but had to deal | withy
| men of the world and rab shoulders with them..
T public career is no bed of roses in which to
lie for much solitary contemplation. The:
Council Hall, in a special manuer, is the great-
est arena for the play of character. And
Swamikannu Pillai as Secretary and President
of the Legislative Council, it was remarked,
never deviated from fine manners and courtesy.
He had an imperturbable temper, and there:
has been not a single occasion on which even
momentarily 'he lost his self-control or be-
haved discourteously.  Swamikannu Pillai
was, by nature, shy and reserved. Free
and  straightforward in the discharge of
the duties attached to his official capacity, he-
anxiously shrank into himself from the hard
world, He was ever ill at ease in ordinary
society, but longed to escape back to the-
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hosom of his family or the intimate conver-
wation of a few friends. He was too deeply
 intellectual to move freely on the picturesque
‘stage of 'our‘metropoflitan society and too
«ignified, perhaps too respectful, to adopt in
it the simple style and quaint humour that
were the charms of his conversations with
friends and acquaintances. This recalls to
wmind another trait in the character of Mr.
Swamikannu  Pillai, his extreme courtesy
‘which, coupled with his geniality, modesty and
humility, conveyed so those, who happened
mot to know him, no idea of his intellectual
-attainments and social position, Courtesy is
a0t so common nowadays as many people
'would have it. It is not mere politeness, a
‘quality much more fashionable and which is,
-often enough, only a cloak with which we cover
- multitude of sins, more especially the sin of
selfishness. The courtesy of Mr. Swamikannu
Pillai was old-fashioned and genuine. With him
it was a quality of nobility, an expression of the
fine soul, inseparable from kindness and gentle-
ness and the love of ordered beauty and the un-
«erstanding of the pleasure and pain of others.
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A MODEL CATHOLIC |
Now to these gifts, great as they were, we
. must add yet another as the cr own and coping~
stone of the whole.  Mr. Swamikannu Pillai
was, above, all a model Catholic layman. Re--
ligion was the very root and branch of his.
being. ‘Much as he loved letters, science and
art, the beauties of nature and the charm of
his children, yet all these  pleasures were
secondary. Born of Catholic parents, edu-
cated in a Catholic College he remained to
the end a fervent Catholic in mind and heatt.
His respect for Eeclesiastical  authori-
ties . knew no  bounds, = Not 'all,’ per-
haps, realise to the full the implications:
of this last statement. Obedience and submis-
sion are held almost in contempt in our days.
Few can now appteciate Newman when he:
talks of the ‘real pleasure of submitting’
There are occasions in the life of a Catholic
when a man of the mental gifts and the social
position of Mr. Swamikannu Pillai must find
submission to the ordinary views and opinions:
of other men, even when placed in authority,
very hatd to the flesh.  Perhaps, Swamikann
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Pillai never appeared greater in the eyes of
 those who can see than when such an occasion:
came in his way in 1917 after the Bisho_psf‘
Conference at Bangalore. In it some measures:
. of discipline were discussed and adopted by
the Bishops of the Archdiocese of Madras with
aview to introduce more uniformity in the
attitude of Catholic laymen towards the sociak
and political problems of the day. To a
section of the éommunity, the Conference was:
unpopular, An agitation was soon set afoot:
to oppose the action of the Bishops. For some:
time and in perfect good faith, Mr. Swami-
kannu Pillai adhered to the party of opposition,.
but on recognising his mistake, he withdrew
from the party and published a pamphlet “The-
Agitation anent the Bishops' Conference’, con--
demning the movement and undoing the
possible evil his co-operation might have-:
caused. ‘ b

Piety is the truthful attitude which creatures
assume in respect of their Creator, an attitude’
of the soul often gathered up into particular
actions and concentrated in special rituals. It
centres around the altar and delights in the
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intelligent beings express their adoration and

] worship of the Deity. The elaborate and
| majestic ritual of the sacramental life of the

. Catholic Church on the one hand, and on the
. -other, the stupendous wealth of well-regulated
. devotions towards God and His Saints are in-
tended to express the concrete aspect of the

wirtue of religion. Mr. Swamikannu Pillai was
' «a man of deep and sincere piety. Letno one

be tempted to scoff at him for keeping a
lamp burning day and night before the
images of Saints or for joining in a proces-
ssion in honour, of the Blessed Virgin, To
be stire, Mr. Swamikannu Pillai felt quite at
heme with the. badge of a sodalist anda
Tighted taper in his hand, more at home,
we believe, than when he had to attend
official = ceremonies  in. presidential robes
or a University Convocation amidst Fellows
and ¢ Senators in antiquated = costumes.
‘The late Duke of Norfolk, whom Swami-
Ikannu Pillai resembled so  much in the
piety of his life, knew hew to harmonize the
wutward manilestations of religious belief with

L

fulfilment  of all the practices by which
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*the respect due to worldly greatnesa M.
Swamzkannu Pillai, we have said, was asoda-
ilist and 2 member of the Apostleqhxp of |
Prayer and kept up the practice of reciting
the Office of the Blessed Virgin and preparing :
ifor all the feasts celebrated in her honour. He
“aithfully followed the First Friday devotions.
As a young man, he was a weekly communi-
~cant, but when Pius X recommended to the
 faithful the practice of frequent and daily Com-
munion, he quietly adopted the practice and
urged it on his children. He had a child-like
love for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
-and a tender devotion for His Passion. Rosary
-and Night Prayers were sacred in his family,
and they had to be recited in time, and under
mo condition to be omitted. Grace before
and  after meals was always to be said
zaloud even when mnon-Catholic and andu
friends were present, so much so, says his
~daughter in a letter to which we. shall refer
presently, that when some Hindu friends invit-
-ed the children to their table, they would ex-
k,pect them to say Grace before meals. Briefly,
the practised all the devotions and exercises
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he had learnt at school, and promptly added:

others as they came ‘to be adopted in the-
Church. ‘
o His DoMESTIC LIFE ‘

The last trait in the character of Mr. Swami-

kannu Pillai, his domestic virtues and the love-

of his family, have been dealt with charmingly
by one of his most favoured children. We-
would fain reprint the whole letter as it stands,

did we not fear that it falls outside the scope of

anessay. Butno one can hope to describe it
more feelingly and more sweetly than that part.
of the letter which refers to his domestic life.
It is, therefore, fitting to wind wup this.
Memoir with a quotation from it :—

“Ag yoh have exzpressed your desire to gel some:
details about the domestic life of my beloved father,
I shall just mention the personal experiences of a
child of its father. My first experience of him was:
his great love for his children, Nothing which could
increase their innocent pleasure he wonld deprive
them of, at any cost whatsoever to his personal con-
venience or expenditure, I aay innocent, because:
what I shall say hereafter will prove that he was
naver an overdindulgent father, He would come home
late at night in these days, perhaps somewhere after
eight. But we, his little ones, could pot sleep without
sesing him that evening. Hren if sleep clowed our:
eyes, we would wake up agaio at the avnouncement.
of his coming and rush fo the gate to welcome him.
Bleep would fly, Bub there often would people be wait-
ing to see him, [fthey came on business matters, he sent:

L
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. them away quickly, as eager to listen to our ohildigh
joym andsorrowsand happenings of the day as we wexre
to prattle out our atories. Our first exchange of news -
being over, we would say our prayers, After that, we:
went for supper. He would finjish his frugal repast
quickly and would keep us amused with anecdotes:
from his rich fund of sparkling humour. More than
once, he told us that he was never happier than when.
surrounded only by his family. He was never ina.
hurry to rise from table after supper, because that
wan the only time for our confidential and mutual:
chats.  Although he was most uninterfering, each one
ofus felt he must know everything. That was all the:
more reason why we folt that he must know all our:
seorsts,

“ After supper when he rose to go to hia office room, .
again we, his darling little ones, would follow him for
some more ‘robber stories’, ‘fairy tales’, ‘Nursery
Rhymes' or' ‘baby poems.’ By this time, nature wonld
really assert herself and sleep would olasp us tight in -
her angry arme and weigh down our paughty lide, .
80 much 8o, an aunt or eldar sister would have:
to carry us to bed. Even then, if we woke up on the
way to our beds, wa wonld tear ourselves away back
to the arms of our loving father, Perhaps, he would"
eome himself to put us to bed. e used his original!
powers to amiuge his darlings at home, as much as to.
gompose great works, Kach toy and sweet had a.
story of it own. 8o it was unob only gratifying our
aweot teeth but also feeding our baby intellects with
new ideas. Father was our great store-house of
Nursery Rhymes, Later on, 1 used to wonder whether -
he did not think them too insignificant to be retained
in his memory side by side with all the greater things. .
1 was nearly forgetting to say that he vever failed to -
supply us with these stories and Nursery Rhymes in
their usual garb of Picture Books, Those buoks are-
gone long ago and the dear story-teller himself has
gince closed his sweet eyes for ever to the fleeting.
pleagures of thiz morbal world.

Such was Dewan Bahadur L. D. Swami-
kannu Pillai, who, loved, admired and lamen--






NARAYAN YAMAN TILAK

| INTRODUCTION

W ARAYAN VAMAN TILAK, the Chtis-
tian poet of Maharashtra, was a strik-
ing character in many respects.  Patriot,.
poet and missionary, he wielded a great
influence on the life and ideals of his country-
men in Western India. A towering personal-
ity among Indian Christians, he touched his
generation at more points than one, now by
his faith and piety, now by his indefatigable
social service and again by his unfailing spirit
of patriotism.  Unlike his more famous name-
'sake Bal Gangadhar Tilak, he seldom interfered-
in politics but like him had dedicated his life to
learning and service, “Tilak was of the com-.
pany of the men of faith for whom the unseen
verities are far more evident and more sure-
than the passing shows of the world, and beth
by the witness of his life and character, and
through the magic of his poetry was able to-
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-share with o‘thers the vision which was his

.own unfailing inspiration.” So writes Mr.

J. C. Winslow who has, contributed an excel-
‘lent life sketch of the patriot-poet for whom

‘he offers a secure place among the “Builders
-of Modern India."! Indeed, the influence which
his ideals and writings have exerted in Maha-
srashtra particularly among the Christian com-
munity, is of a quality that deserves wider

recognition and it is but fitting that the name

of this pious and . patriotic poet should be in-
_cluded in any record of the, lives of Christian
worthies in India. _
PARENTAGE

Mt. Tilak was born at Karazzaon in Bombay
Presidency in 1862. He came of the famous
family of Chitpavan Brahmans which has
-produced in recent times such brilliant men
as Ranade and Gokhale and Tilak. Pandita
Ramabai and Nehemiah Goreh belonged
+o the same stock but it was left to Tilak to
‘add to their service by his divine gift of poesy.
‘It has been said that the natural scenery amid
which his early childhood was passed and the
life of the home in which he grew up contribut-



NARAYAN VAMAN TILAK 271

ed constderably to the making of the fufute ‘
poet and religions leader. Mr. Winslow, to
whose Life of Tilak, we are indebted for the
smaterial for this sketch, gives a charm-
iing account of the prodigal beauty of the
‘mountain 'sides and the simple freedom
.of  the home wherein he was  bom
.and npurtured, For the home that reared
him = was not his father's. His father's
village was Chikhalgaon, in anether part of the
‘District; but Vaman Rao (for that was the name
‘of his father) wasa Government Registrar with a
‘considerable circle of villages to visit. The
peripatetic officer found little time to be in the
company of his wife and children and Narayan
-was brought up in his mother's home where he
was the idol  of his mother's father—an old
‘Sadhu who after a pilgrimage to Pandarpur was
spending his declining years in retirement, de-
voting himself solely to worship and medita-
‘tion. Narayan's mother Janakibai, was a
woman of a most lovable nature and of a deep
religious faith. = She was moreover a poetess
and aready composer of women's songs ; and
Tilak believed that he inherited his poetical




i VINDIAN CHRISTIANS L

faculty from her. When Narayzm was sevem
years old, this happy home life was broken up-
and a new home was set up at Kalyan. For
Vaman Rao was transferred to Mokheda in the
' Nasik district and the peripatetic fathernow and
then visited this seperate establishment which
was an hour's run from Bombay. Seventeen
children were born of whom three boys and two-
girls alone survived. Sakharam the second son,
was in favour with his father, asalso was Sakhuw,
the younger daughter; but the youngest boy
Mahadev, was disliked as much as the eldest,
Narayan. It would appear that some astrological
reading of Narayan's life forebode a change of
religion which hardened his parent against him.
And when Janakibai died after a raging fever
Narayan was deprived even of the consolations:
of a mother’s love.
EDUCATION
The ties of home having snapped so early
Narayan went about straining every nerve to
make both ends meet. His father had sent
the other four children to be under his charge
and Rs. 8 a month on which to keep them. It
was a heavy burden; and his own education had:
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to suffer in his efforts to run the establishment.
oon the allowance. But Narayan was a plucky
boy. He studied Sanskrit under the famous
Vedic scholar Ganesh Sastri Hele and won the
first prize for elocution and oratory. English,
he began to master by a curious method—-
that of getting the dictionary by heart.
When he had plodded halfway through the
volume, he went one day to the headmaster
ot the High School, eager for more thorough
instruction in the language. “How much
English have you learnt?” he was asked.
“Asfar as M, " was the reply. The head-
master took him into the school free of chargé,
and in two years educated him up to the fifth
standard, poetry, languages and history being
the subjects which attracted him most. The
brothers also had a good English education.
Narayan himselt, says his biographer, after
reaching the sixth standard, was obliged to
leave school and set about earning enough to
supplement the slender means of himself and
his brothers and -sisters,* but he continued to
prosecute his studies diligently in all leisure

moments, and was throughout life a student of
18
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 of writing and speaking English with ease and
fluency. :

Soon after he left school, when he was barely
eighteen, Narayan was married to Manubai, a
girl of eleven in the family of the Gokhales at
Jalalpur. Then followed years of constant
change of occupation and . scene. We are told
that his mind wasin the ferment of a great

nnrest,

His impetuous and untiring intellect was pressing
forward unceasingly into ever new fields of enquiry.
He would sit for hours absorbed in_study, heedless of
meai-times and oblivious of any who might be seated
vith him. He had a passion 0 excel in oratory, and
committed to memory whole speeches from Burke and
Pitt and from translations of Demosthenss, Bub
poetry —Sangkrit, Marathi a #nglish—was always
his best-loved study; and his own poems, growing
daily richer in imaginative power and more accurate
in technique, flowed from him in moments of ingpira-
tion with extraordinary rapidity, Some Sanskrit
poetry also he wrote in those early years ; but this
mever stirred him as did his own beloved tongns, and
he continued it but a short time.

LIVELIHOOD
Leaving his wife with her own people at
Jalalpur, Tilak would go forth on long and dis-
tant wanderings, returning to them from time
to time for a few months’ sojourn. He wander-
&d in this way for a year or two in Khandesh

P

‘I‘English“ literature, acquiring theréby the power
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-often begging his food from place to place as
a Sadhu, but for a time settling down to
‘regnlar work as headmaster of a school in
Dhamak in the Varhad District. He would
.give speeches, K7rians and Puranas in diffe-
rent places, and often earned in this way
-sufficient  for his  scanty needs. At  one
‘time we hear of him in sacred Dwarka, at
another at Nagpur, at another at Rajnandgaon,
‘working for six months in a printing press.
Presently heis in Poona, and then again in
"Bombay, supporting himself by writing letters
“for illiterate people or by teaching ina Gir-
‘gaum school. He had an enthusiasm for
‘popular education, and during this period
“started, in succession, three schools in the Nasik
neighbourhood—one at Panchavali, one at
Mutbad, where his father was now Zalat/ié and
.one at Wani. He had a natural gift for teach-
ing, and was loved both by the children and
by the many adults who attended the school.
CoMING TO FAME

About 1887 his first son Vidyadhar was born
"but died after a year. A danghter born in
1889 also died in quick succession and in 1891
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was born hxs son and heir Daﬁatreeya and froms
this time forwards he took his wife to be with
him and resolved to train himself to a settled
life.  This was made possible by the courtesy”
of one Appe Saheb Butt, a wealthy citizen.
of Nagpur who employed him to edit a
great mass of Vedic literature gathered by
him at enormous cost. At this time a
great religious controversy was raging in
Nagpur; and Tilak, from the first no.
negligible opponent and now freshly equipped
from his armoury of Sanskrit scriptures,
entered the fray, and by his refutation of the
Ieadlng and most orthodox sastras earned for-

 himself the title of Pandi.

. His fame as a poet also spread abroad and he
began now to publish for his patron a monthly
magazine called RisHl for the discussion of
religious and philosophical questions. But
his restless spirit bade him move onwards and’
he shook the dust of Nagpur off his feet and!

~ the RISHI expired. '
REVOLT AGAINST CASTE
For while engrossed in the study of differs
ent religions and philosophies his mind was.



Andergoing  a supreme metamorphosis. He
had ceased to be bound by the word of the

Veda : he had begun to analyse the teac hmgs of
#he Smrithis and question the conclu-

sions of ancient learning.  Earlier still.
in life the atmosphere of freedom and
unconventionality  in  his mother's home
helped him to take a broad and tolerant view
«of things and he felt bimself free to follow his
own nose. He shook himself free from fanati-
«cal orthodoxy. Thus early developed in him an
independent and liberal outlook taking him
away from the round of orthodox tradition.
Caste and the performance of religious rituals
became hateful to him, Indeed, he openly
defied some regulatlon& of caste and the youth-
ful pilgrim “fared forth in independent and
fearless adventure for the truth.”

Vet another strand = was woven into
ithe texture of his thoughts—the vision.
of his country's freedom and splendour.
In early years, he came wunder. the
influence of a schoolmaster. Though this
man never knew how to be truly  use
ful to his country, yet he had the burning
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'klbv“e of a true ‘p'a'triot. ‘He made the little
heads under his charge as dizzy with patriotism

as his own. “ This urcum%tance and athers,

ga\?é a peculiar turn to my mind. I well
 remember that even in my tender years, when.
Isatin the schoolroom for a lesson in geogra-
phy, my mind was absent, for I was musmg
over the deep problem of India's future.”’

“Henceforward,” says Mr. Winslow, ‘It
was this yearning love for his country
even more than his own eager quest for truth
which spurred him on, He longed to find for
her a path by which she could become great
and free, and could shake off those shackles.

which seemed to him to chain her. Whilst

not indifferent to her political bondage, it was,
above all, her moral and spiritual slavery
which distressed his soul. Particularly he
longed to sweep away the twin barne-rq of
idolatry and caste.”
. Causes OF HIS CONVERSION

Allthrongh the ten years of wandering which
followed the marriage his mind was pressing
forward on its untiring quest. Well, it was this
spiritual unrest which drew him from place to.

T
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place. He wandered about like a Sadhu in
qﬁeét of truth aud fell in with a kindred spirit:
from Bengal. They tried Yoga for a time and
gave it up. It was after this that he began to
edit a new monthly on religion and philo-
sophy. But his new opinions were too much
for his patron and he quitted service and
obtained employment from the Raja of Raj-
nandgaon. On the way he came in contact
with a European ‘who became the immediate
cause of his conversion. After some conver-
sation on poets and poetry the stranger asked
him about his attitude to Christianity : -

Itold him my new doctrines, and, to my great
surprise, he observed that I should be a Christian
before a couple of years were passed, I thought it a
mad prediction. We talked a long time. He said,
¢ Young man, God is leading you. Study the Bible
and study the life of Jesus, and you will surely be a
Chriatian.’ I simply ridiculed what I regarded aw this
man'e audacity. At last he prayed and gave me a copy
of the New Testament. I promised bim that I would
read it, even though 1should dislike it at first. I made
the promise. not so much for any interest I had in the
Bible, as for the feeling of personal friendship:
which this man's kindoess had awakened. I got out

. at Rajnandgaon. and we parted with a hearty good-
bye. Strange that we never thought of enquiring as

_ to each other's name, residence or ocoupation |

7 ! According to my usual custom, I resolved to go
through the book marking with pencil the points
worth noticing ; but, when I reached the Sermon on
the Mount, I could not tear myself away from those

{
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bumsng words of love and. tenderness and truth. In

these three chapters I found answers to the most

abstruse problems of Hindu phitosophy. It amazed

me to see how here the most profound problems were

completely solved. [ went on eagerly rveading to the

gﬁb ptage of the Bible, that L might laarn more ol'
rint,

He continued his studies at Rajanandgaon
which only confirmed his intellectual acceps
tance of Christianity. He concluded that
Christ was the teacher whom India and the
world needed,

“Hive points in regard to Jeaus Christ impressed
me mont deeply Firar, I found in Him tha ideal man.
Second. it is He, and He alone, who makes love to
God and to man of the same iwmportance. Third,
Hie perfect identification with His Father. F‘ourhh
His inconceivable faith in Himself as the life and the
light of the world, Fifth, Hls Oross and the whole
history of His crucifixiors

But the knowledge of His”teachingslled to
an appreciation of His power. Mr. Tilak

records some instances where the power of

Jesus and the efficacy of prayer are verified by
some miracles. It was at this time too that
he came in contact with Rev. Misal and
Baba Padmanji, a learned convert in Bombay
with whom Tilak carried on a congiderable
worrespondence : ‘

Tt was on the 10th of March, 1894, that [ wrote my
firat lotter to any Chrigtian, 1his wasto a man whom

-~ [
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. § knew by reputation as a writer, A few months after

“this date I believe I was a true Christian at heart.”
'He had found in Jesus Christ the goal of h1s}

“long search, “that living Guru who could most

richly satisfy his soul's hunger” ; and to Him h&
‘gave himself in thankful devotion and with all

the passionate enthusiasm of his ardent nature.

His CONVERSION.

“As a Hindu I had, and sbill hwe, u typical respact
~and love to my Gnru and, when Jesus became my
(}ura, naturally i1 regarded and loved him with all the
fervoor and intensity of a4 real disciple. I experienced
a peouliar fellowship with Him. This much I know !
that [ could not be happy if I missed Bim.”

Conviction slowly led the way to conver-j

sion. | But he could no more escape persecu-

‘tion than those who had gone before him,
Poverty, loss of employment, loss of friends,
-every obstacle stood in the way. His own
wife turned against hini and sought with the
help of others to dissuade him from being
‘baptized. But God, he felt, was with him
and was leading him to the Cross. Some-
one ‘appeared‘ uftering the words, ‘Follow
Him, fear mnothing.' He at once wrote
to the Rev. J. E. Abbott, of the Ameri-
~can Marathi Mission, requesting him to publish
#the fact that he was a Christian. He did so,
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and he was greatly relieved. At last he came-
to Bombay, and was  baptized on the 10th:
of February 1895, exactly two years after he-
received the Bible from the gentleman in the-
train. ‘ L

Estrangement from friends and rela-
tions was cruel but separation from his wife
and son caused him the keenest pangs. |
When the news of his baptism arrived, his:
wife became frenzied with grief. “Look after
her for me,”’ he had said to his brother (who had
come to him in Bombay to see for himself’
what Nardayan was planning to do, and who.
‘carried back the news), “ but be carefull
Remember, Ganga‘is neat.” . The warning,
says Mr. Winslow, was not unneeded. Several
times the distracted woman tried to fling
herself into the river or into the well. For
weeks she was as one beside herself, while
her sister cared for her.

“ She wrote passionate = letters to her
husband, in. prose and in. poetry, pleading
 with him to return, She said bitterly that
she would write a tragedy and dedicate it to-
‘him. She seemed:to be sick unto death with
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the agony of separation. He sent her repeated.
-agsurances that he would be true to her, pro-
mising never to marty another nor to take-
away her child, though friends encouraged.

* him to have the boy with him, believing that.

his mother would then soon follow. One
. thing only he could never do. He could

never forsake Christ nor re-enter the fold of

Hinduism.”
But then his wife wasin an agony of dis--

traction.  His prayers and expostulations to-

‘her to follow him unto Christ had no effect.

She was a resolute child of orthodoxy and she-
endeavoured to reconvert her husband to the-

faith of his forbears. It is interesting to find.
that Bal Gangadhar Tilak secured permission
from the leading Sastris ol Benares for his.
restoration.  But all to no purpose.
CONVERSION OF HIS WIFE

For five years he waited for her—years of

unwearying love and prayer. He was given

work with the American Marathi Mission at:

Ahmadnagar,  For two years, says Mr,
Winslow, his wife remained at Pandhar-
pur, but soon, worried to death by the-

i/



84  INDIAN CHRISTIANS L |

nconsta:nt\‘,hamssing . of relations, she | was
about to escape from them when her husband
arrived to visit her, and found to his joy and
-astonishment that she was willing to return
 with him to Ahmadnagar, if provision were
'made for her in a separate house. He agreed
gladly, and secured her a house in the city.
“She let him 2o to her daily, and read and pray,
' ‘but not teach. Presently she consented to
live within the same compound with him,
‘though still in a separate house; and, when
plague broke out at Ahmadnagar, they went
‘together to the Mission station at Rahuri,
‘where Christian friends found her willing to
. ‘receive instruction, So, little by little, she
«drew nearer to him. Atlast she ceased to
Jkeep caste with him, and let him bring the
water and help with the cooking. They went
-together in the hot weather of the year (1900)
“+o Mahableshwar, and there it was that the
‘barriers which had restrained her so long
-suddenly crumbled away.”
The one bar to its acceptance was now re-
‘moved, They returned to Rahuri, where she
swas baptized with her son Dattu; and from
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‘death, she was his first guide and counsellor,
' MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES ‘
With the acceptance of Christ and the res-
‘toration of his wife and child, his restlessness
ceased and he settled down to his life work
with  the American Marathi  Mission  at
‘ ‘Ah‘mednagar. Then followed twenty one years
of steady work ‘ marked by domestic life
'of rare beauty and happiness, and a public
ministry of increasing usefulness.”’

It was at this time too that he came in
close touch with some of the leading spirits
of the evangelical movement in Western
India-—Dr. Abbot and Rev. Hume. Bet-
ween the latter and Tilak there grew uﬁ L
beautiful friendship consecrated by mutuak
admiration and confidence. Together they
worked for the mission for one and twenty
years. Tilak showed his appreciation of Dr.
Hume's friendship by desiring in his will that
two pictures, one of Dr. Hume and one of
himself, should be hung side by side in the
theological seminary, inscribed respectively,

 “The Foster-Father”’ and “ The Foster-Child

that day onwards until the day of Tilak's

| NARAYAN VAMAN TILAK 28 K
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" His principal work was done in the Semi.
nary where he co-operated with Dr. Hume in
“his educational work, teaching Hinduism and
‘non-Christian systems, Marathi and Sanskrit,
“the Gita with Sankara’'s commentary, Kirtan
making and Church history. ~ Ordained on
.31st August 1904 he also preached in the ‘
Mission Church.  He loved rich and dxgmﬁed
_ceremonials as calculated to inspire Indian ,
~Christians. He believed that full stress should
‘be Jaid upon the observance of the fasts and
feasts of the Church, and he wrote an ad-
mirable booklet for Indian Christians upon the
‘meaning and valu€ of the season of Lent.
In the midst of this educational and minis-
terial work Tilak still found time for much
_social work in the city. Ie was the friend of
“all, and did much to promote a better mutunal
_acquaintance amongst all classes in the town.
He was always eager to stimulate literary and
artistic activities. He conducted for some time
_a class for the study of Marathi poetry, and also
. gave much encouragement to the teachers of
‘-painéing and drawing, helping them to starta
~club for the improvement of their art.



i In 1903 plague broke out at Ahmednagar.
‘His daughter Tara was attacked; and the
father and mother went with her to the hospital
-and ministered to the needs of the sitk and
wounded. Later he began to work among the

 village Christians in and around Rahuri,

“1 have beena volunteer worker in the Mission
‘since last January, I am impressed with the idea that
our chief need is voluntary Chri-tian service by Indian
Christians, with the guidance ef Missions, and in per-
fect co-operation with the paid agency of Missions, I
have been enabled to build a house on a splendid site
‘at Rahuri, which iy called ‘Christ-Sadan,’ i.e, Christ~

Home, Here Mrs. Tilak and 1 have pledged oureaelves

to receive the enquirer after truth, the forlorp, and
the fallen. Besides this the house provides for a

‘volunteer Christian worker during the time he waity
upon the Lord for preparation.’”

: Soctar, WoRK
With this must be added his efforts for the
¢reation and working of voluntary institutions
for teaching the 3 R’s and peripatetic organi-
zations for pr eaching the Gospel among the
Mahars in the District.  Next year he wrote :

“The work of Christ Sadan has been steadily pro-
gressing. Knquirers from remote parts of India come
‘and atay, are helped to understand the meaning and
necessity of the salvation offered by Christ, Last
‘year five such persons visited the Home, each staying
on an average four weeks. One hundred and eleven
letters were written to anawer the questions and
doubts of enquirers residing in different parts of
India. Christ-Sadan, asusual, is open to sick, the old
and the fallen, and the writer is thankful to God that
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He has up to now enabled him to help these, giving
bim very vften ‘extra work to doand extra wages for
‘it, and inspiring wometimes brothers and maﬁau to
_contribute pecuniarily towards the work.”

_ But all thr ough the years in Ahmednagar‘
‘Txlak S espate moments were filled with htelaxy'
work. His poetry must be dealt with sepa-
rately but a word must be said of his j journa-
listic work as also his work in Mar: 'xthx prose,

As A'] OURNALIST

In 1900, he started editing a vernacular
monthly paper, called CurisTL (“The Chris-
. tian'). It was catried on entirely by himself and
Mrs. Tilak, without pecuniary help from the Mis-
sion, and was intended partly to supply useful
_ Christian knowledge to simple Christians and
partly to interest non-Christians also. In 1904,
with the help of Mr. B. N. Kotak and the Rev.
(anpatrao Navalkar, he started THE CHRISTIAN
CITIZEN, an Anglo-vernacular monthly paper,
widely circulated among Christians and non-
Christians, which ran for three years. [t was
in this paper that Tilak began his translation
into Marathi of The Imitation or Christ, two
‘books of which he composed before his death.
In the hot weather of 1905, he was at Kedgaon,
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ping Pandlta Ramabai in her translatxon of
the New Testament.

A paper for children, called BALBODHMEWA
‘was edited at this time by Miss Hattie Bruce
‘under the auspxces of the American Marathi
-M;ss;on. Tilak began to write for this in 1895,
© and from that time till 1909, when it came to
an end, was a constant contributor to its
‘ ‘Lolumns, both in prose and verse.

. From the first, too, Tilak wrote frequent- )
1y for the DNYANODAYA, an Enghsh—Marathm ‘
weekly published now by a group of Mis-
sions, butin Tilak's time by the American
 Mission. It deals mainly with religious
topics . and is intended primarily for Chris-
tians, but especially of recent years has
come to reach a wider circle of readers.  The
paper has an English and a Marathi editor, and
the latter post was accepted by Tilak in 1912,
and filled by him from that time onwards unti
his death. The columns of the paper gave
him free scope for the expression of his views,
not only on specifically  religious questions,
but on current matters of political, social and

and moral interest, on which he could “turn the
19
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‘searchlight of Christian principles.” Much of
this most vigorous writing, both i in prose and
verse, appeared in the DNYANODAYA,

' 'He was reaching a wider fame, says his
‘biographer, through his public' speaking in
smany places and through his contribut-
‘ions to the monthly Marathi magazine MANO-
RANJAN. He was also a secretary and
leading member of a society for the publication
«of modern Marathipoetry, known as Saradap-
rasadan Mandal. ‘Th‘e,public recognition of
.his literary merit reached a ﬁtt‘ing” ‘climaxig ‘

' May, 1915, when he was appointéd president
of the Natyasammelan '—almost the highest
-honour, it is said, that the literary world ot
Maharashtra can bestow.

* One aspect of Tilak's character was his deep
love for India. « His intense patriotism found
,.:‘a'déquate and frequent expression in all his
writings, particularly in his poems. Buthe
‘'was above all an Indian Christian proud
of his ancient heritage and anxious to Indianise
the Church in the interests of Indian Christians,

Tilak felt that patriotism could transcend
the diflferences of religion or sect, and be
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@ power‘fulw bor‘)d ‘for -uniting ‘a divided /
India,

16 will be a b]emed dny for India, " he used to ray
“wheu every Indian, of whatever school, sect, or
roligion he be, unites with others in the common
service of the Motherland, under the lnuplmtlon of
'ptriotism. Thers iy only one thing that will unike
Christians, Musaslnaoe, Parsees, and Hindus, with
“their thousand and one castes, and that is the love
-of country.’

His POETRY
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, with whom he ‘had
_considerable intercourse in earlier days, he
-saw less after his conversion; but the nation-
.alist leader never forgot him and he sent him
later a presentation copy of Gilarakasya, the
famous commentary on the Bhagavad Gira,
‘which he wrote during his six years' imprison-
‘ment. Some of Tilak's patriotic songs deserve
‘to be remembered, It is the Rishis and Sages
“of ancient Ind that still inspire his Muse and
‘he sings in praise of the large hearted toleration
-of 'his ‘cduntrymen for men of other faiths.
In one of his abhangs he sings:
Thrice blessed is thy womb, my Motherland,
Whence mighty rishis, aaints and sages spring ;
A Christian I, vet here none taunteth me,
Nor buffeteth with angryv questioning.

I meet and greet them, and with love embrace:
- Mons aaith, *“Thou dost pollute us by thy sin "
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. My Guru they delight to venerate; i
They say, ' He is our brother and our kin." |
Let no man fancy thas [ idly prate; L
 8uch kindness greets me always, everywhere.
| Haith Dasa, O thou peerless Mother mine,
| Thy generous sons thy generous heart declare.

L

Tew things pained him more than the dis- .

‘covery that a Christian was lacking in such-
patriotism, It is recorded " that on one:
occasion two Indian students of the theolo-
gical seminary were dining with him, and in

the course of conversation one of the students

indulged in some offensive criticisms - of
India and Indians. Tilak, unable to endure

| it, left the table hurriedly, and presently
composed a poem beginning with the lines :

. 'Wheu as I heard men slander thee, Mother, it
grieved me 80, ‘ i
For very rage L thought my goul would bursther

bars and go !

One of the wa)fs in which Tilak helped to-

malke his fellow Christians more truly Indian
was by teaching them to study and love the
older Marathi literature, specially the devo-
tional poetry of Dnyaneshwar, Namdeév and
Tukaram, on which he constantly fed his own.

spirit. He believed that it was “ over the bridge

of Tukaram’s verse ' that he came to Christ.
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_ .Thef\potetry of the Maratha saints, instinct
with the emotion of l,ovihg devotion to God and
donging for Him was, he believed, a graeparatio
wvangelica for the Christian Gospel. ‘‘We
.esteem all the world’s saints,’ he wrote, “as |
prophets of God, and the sayings of the Hindu
-saints form our first Old Testament.”’

 But undoubtedly Tilak's greatest contri-
‘bution towards the ‘ naturalization’ of the
«Christian Church in India lay in that trea-
sury of devotional lyrics with which he
-enriched her. Until he began to pour forth his
ﬂﬁhéjnns, says Mr. Winslow, itishardly an ex-*
aggeration to say that Marathi-speaking Chris-
tians had no outlet for the pouring out of the
heart's  devotion in the worship of God.
““The emotion changes with the mood of
‘the music. Now it is a song of worship and
adoration ; now a passionate yearning for the
Presence ; now a transport of loving devotion ;
mow the peace of a calm self-surrender to
+the divine Lover. This to the Indian is
‘worship, and from this the Indian Christian
«of Maharashtra was cut ' off ill Tilak
«came,’ |
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Till his time the devotion of the Indian soul’’
fed itselfon English hymns translated into-

L

doggeral Marathi. Now all this is changed,.

and the Christian Church in Maharashtra:
possesses a collection of Christian psalms and
hymns, and spiritual songs which for literary

merit and wealth of f;pmtual conceptlon can.
have few rivals indeed.

The wealth of Christian poetry which Tilak '

 has left behind him includes, not only three:
or four hundred original hymns of his own,.
‘but also renderings into Marathi poetry of’

some of the best English hymns, such as.
“ Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,’"

and Addison's “ The stately firmament on

high, " and also of some of the Psalms, andi
of ancient canticles of the Church, such as the

Te Deune and the Glovia in Ixcelsts.
‘Another debt which the Christian Church:

owes to Tilak is his encouragement of

what is called the kirtan as a means of preachy
ing to non-Christians, and of edification
for Christians also. The kirtan is a form of
religious service, conducted by a single leader

with a small choir assisting him, in which:
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hymns in praise of God alternate with the
spoken description of His doings, usually of
his domg‘s when incarnate in human form.
This form  of service is said to have been
orginated, or at least to have been populariz-
ed, by the poet-saint Namdev in the fourteenth

century. ‘A real klrtan, Tilak said, ought to:

be a happy combination of music, poetry
eloquence, and * humour, all contributing to
drive home religious truth.” Tilak himself
was a master of this form of preaching, and!
men would sit spell-bound through long
‘hours of the night whilst he told them the story
of the hfe of Christ, and sang and even danced
in an ecstasy of devotion. And with the:
help of his songﬁe the kirtan has now won a:
wide populamy in the C hristian Church in the‘
Marathi country |

It was nataral that Tilak, conscious ‘of’
India's great spiritual heritage, should hesitate

to goin for Western forms of ceremonial and!
worship. FHe wrote :—

Think not of India as of a child's biuffronery or

a ]esﬁer 8 tricks and airs ;

Hevs Have sprurg sages'that were lords of yog&
whose light abides unto tpis day,
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i Men whosa faith waa their very life, their all, and

- the wotld their home.

Yes, even here much kingly saints were born, and

. inthe hearts of all men they shone resplendent.
What boots it to bring hsre a masquarade of
‘strange disgaises and of foreign airs?

All that you gain you'll squander in the end, and'

about your neck Ignominy shalllay her garland.

Saith Dasa, Here be the Lord Jesus Christ set up
on hlgh—- ~that in our need alway |

His PATRIOTISM
As we have already said, Tilak, unlike his
great namesake, was no politician but he was
a  patriot who honestly believed that the

salvation of India could come only through
Christ. He wrote to his son towards the

close of his life 1—

/] believe that, unless India follows Jesus Christ,
all her efforts to improve bher status will ultimately

fail. 1am exclhisively and wholly a preacher of Jesua
and Him crucified, ‘I repent to have wasted much of '

my life in trying to serve my country by taking part
in all her different activities. Jesus was a patriot
and wished to serve His country, and He tried to lay
for its future structure the foundation of the Kingdom
of God. Without that foundation civilization may
prove a way to utter destructlou. materially, as in the
cage of Belgium, or morally, as in the case of Ger-
many.'

Tilak was for a time a member of the Home
Rule League but he laid greater emphasis on
the removal of untouchability than on removal
of foreign domination. When War came in
Europe he urged his fellow countrymen to
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throw  themselves heartily in support of
‘the ' Empire, and towards the close of
the Warin 1918 he went so far as to say
“that the schemes for immediate independence
which advanced politicians were pressing
‘were premature and might even be disas-
“trous.  Tilak died before Gandhi started his
Non-co-operation ' but we have an interest
ing record of Tilak's view of Satyagraha.
One of the last things Tilak did, two or three
«days before his end, was to dictate a last:
message to his countrymen upon the true
‘method of satyagraha as employed by “the
| :greatest Satyagraki in history, Jesus  of
Nazareth.” He warmly admired Mahatma
-Gandhi, whom he described as “in every sense
‘truly worthy of the title Mahatma™; but he
considered that he was gravely mistaken in
““striving to make satyagraha popular in India,
~where extremists, anarchists and other mischief-
‘makers are only too eager to abuse so lofty an
ridea.’”’

The closing years of the nineteenth century
witnessed a great revival of Maratha poetry, a
wrevival in which Tilak's part was considerable.
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Indeed he might almost be said to be the.
pioneer of the movement. L s

‘ MR. TiLAK'S POETRY it

The new school of Marathi poets hoisted &
flag of revolt against the eighteentb»centur‘yj;;
standards of Marathi poetry, sedulously pet-
fected by Moropant and his school, and affec-
tionately cherished and cultivated by Marathi
men of letters in the first three quarters of the:
last century. Indeed as Prof. Patvardhan
pointed  out ina scholarly article on Tilak's.

poetry :

Polished elegance of language and harmouies of
sound, when combined with clever intellectual surpri-
wes, passed for the highest poetry before the advent .
of Tilak, Kesavasut, and their achool. Mr, Tilak was
among the first to break away from the trodden path

- and introduce innovations, both as regards metre and
conception, Hewas one of those who carried into.
effect the healthy influence of the Wordsworthian
achool, who led Marathi poetry out of doors and
taught her to realize the free, open and bracing
air of Nature, lured her oust of the melancholy
precincts of asceticism, coaxed her into discard-
ing the yellow robes of renunciation, and persuaded
her to enter with ‘an eager, fonnding heart into the-
world | of  rainbow hnes and sunay  splendour,
The New B8chool of Marathi poetry has emerged
from the cramping conception. that restricted the-
fisld of poetry 67 matters of piety and devotion,
to  matters of  other-worldly interest, ' and
has  taught poetey to live apd move and have:-
her being in this world, in the realities of materjal
life. The waving grasses and srailing flowers of the-



field, the dancing ears of corn and the nodding heads |
of trees, the rolling piles of clouds and sparkling drops
of dew ; these came to be discovered anew, and the-
might and myacén‘? of the known world lent a fullness -
and wealth to the new song never before dreamt of.

Mr. Tilak shares the oredit with Kesavasut, though ‘

the latter, who is somewhat junior to the former, wag:
the bolder and hardier innovator. The school to whick «
they belonged brought poetry down from heaven to -
this world or rather krought the postic muse to find
her delightful ahode as much on earth as beyond it,

Like the lark of Wordsworth, Marathi poetry in theic"

. bands came to be true both to heaven and home.”

Tilak and Kesavasut were the true pioneers:
of this movement.

Perhaps it will not be altogether misleading to say -
that whilst Kesavasut has often been compared with
Shelley, Tilak may be called tbe Wordsworth of
Maharashtra.  Wordsworth was his own favourite -
English poet; and Tilak certainly resemb es him in-
the simplicity of his diction and dislike of artifice, .
in his love of children and of poetry about them, and!
in his love of flowers, trees, hills and valleys, and the
whole world of Nature, which for him was replete -
with spiritual meaning a reflection of the Uncreated’
Beauty at the heart of it.

Tilak's poetical activity, says Mr. Winslow, .
may be divided roughly into four periods.
The first is the period preceding his change
of faith, that is, down to the year 1895. Dur-
ing these years he was a diligent student of
Sanskrit poetry, and the poems of this time
bear the mark of it. The second period is
from 1895 to 1900, when he became known:
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.as the poet of ﬂowels and chxldren, from thé:f |
.number of poems he composed on these
‘themes. The third reaches down to the end
-0f 1912, and comprises a great output of both
secular and devotional poetry—mon the seculara‘
‘side, poems of home life and love, poems of
'Nature and national and patriotic songs; and
on the devotional side, most of the Christian
hymns collected together in the Bhajan
-Sangraha. The fourth period covers the last
six years of his life, when he wrote almost
-entxrely religious poetry, and specxally the
“first book of the Clristian (the only book he
.completed out of eleven) and  most of the
-abhangs in Abhanganjali, published just after
his death. The periods overlap to a consider-
«able extent, but they do rougbly indicate the
-dominant character of the succe‘;sxve stagevk
.of s writings,

We can but touch on one or two of Tilak’s
poems in this brief sketch in which we are
wmore concerned with his Jife as a Christian,

Tilak started a small monthly magazine
«called KAVVAKUSUMANJALL, devoted entirely
sto Marathi poetry ; it was the first of its kind,
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bt ran ouly for about a year. In the early

nineties Kesavabut, Datta, and Vinayak were
_beginning to write, and soon the stream of the
new poetry was in full flood. The barriers of
Sanskrit pedantry and bondage to outward
forms were swept away before it. The men of
Maharashtra found to their amazement that
their national literature had passed through
anew birth, and that poetry could speak to
them in the familiar language of their homes,

and illumine with a new beauty the a,tual"
~world in which they lived.

Tilak’s love of natural beauty and his extra.
ordinary gift of expression are sufficiently
‘ ‘prbved. But a passage in his 'greaf poem Ve
Flower of the Forest must be quoted for the
elegance of style and beauty of sentiment,

The poet complains that the flower is Wastiﬁg
its beauty in the lonely waste and urges it
to come and live in the world of men : ‘

Yot once again I tell thee—life and love,
These are not twain but one, for love is life,
And to lose love is to be aurfelted
With nothing else but self, which is to die.
He that for love's sake scorneth happiness,
He only findeth happivess fulfilled,

He that for love’s aake yieldath up his txesh
He only findeth true salvation.
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' Love is salvation, love is haopiness,

Yea, love 18 heaven, and Gtod Himeelf is Love.
Clomup, let ua closhe us in the form of love,’

And then perforce must webe jrinedwith God?
Ah | wweetest fl iweret, He that rules this world,
Loveis FlisName¢ ! What can I tell thee more 9
Uease now thy hermit days and come with me !
None other boon but this I ask of t.hee.

~ The poem has received many interpretations
‘but we must find room for Sir Narayan

““Chandavarkar's, ' He wrote:

“1In this poem some have discerned the doctrine of
.. the Bhagavad Gita about contemplation and action
‘preached by the poet. It may be so; but to me it is
. enough t0 read into it a simpler mnml that our habi-
“tual way of treating flowers is more or less demeocra-~
tion. The moment flowers bloom we pluck them for
our gods or women ; and the gardens of God, where
they form such a aplandxd galaxy of stars to teaoh us
"how they grow and worship, are laid bareland turned
“into waste places. So we turn flowers, as we turn
. men, into means, when they ought to ba all ends in
‘themsalves, Mr. Tilak's heart of poetry bloomed
when he felt the forest flower in its proper place ; the
flower then entered into his spirit and yielded music.
True gardener he and the like, who give room enough
for the soul of man to grow in his propec place like a
- flower living free in ity garden, instead of being pluck-
ed for our selfish ends to decorate our bodies and
aexve our tables of artifical life.”

Now the flower poems naturally develop
later into the rich Nature poetry in which gods
and hearts and rivers and hills play'their part.
Indeed the whole earth becomes a temple

“filled with the presence of God and resounding
-with his praises.
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1 waited, nor had need fo tarry long
When earth broke into universal song.
The teees with mute, gesticulating speech

Proclaim Thy still.new wonders, each to each, =

The birds pour forth their blitheful minstrelsy ;
Known unto them their language-—and to 1 hee |
What o arvel if 1, too, with them awhile,
Rharing their secret utterance, nod and smile,
The grasses’ rippling merriment and dance~—
How c¢onld mere voice such utterance enhance ?
‘The babbling brooks entranced sing Thy praise ;
/The mountains listen in entranced amaze.

Saith Dasa, O my God, where'er I be

in this Thy world, Thy worshipoers I see.

- The last group of secular poems comprises
‘his national and patriotic songs. His Beloved
India is the National Anthem of Maharashtra.
‘The late Sir Narayan Chandavarkar, no
‘mean judge of poetry, wrote very warmly of
these and other [literary efforts of Tilak,
“Tilak,” he wrote : -

loves his land, sees in it a diddem of the terreatrial
globe,” mights the vision ol saints, seers and soldiers of
the paat of bis country, discerns a beneficent Provi-
«dence in India's apsociavion with Britain, aud sounds
the poet's trumpet-call with bis larger faith and hope
for the future. Mr. Tilak's poem called Ranasing
has all this power of prophecy in it, and I for one
' ‘have read it heartened many a time, There dwells the
-soul of his flowering poesy in it.. To enter into the
‘wpirit of that poem and let that spirit fllow into ours,
wo munt read along with it his poems headed
Tumultuous Noises, Uproar, and Adbsence of Unity.
' The poet meets a number of men, some aducat-
.ad, others illiterate, who wrangle over the present
4imeg in India, when 'Congress and conference,
Moderate and Extremist, Atheist, Theowophist and

L
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Arya Samajist, Brahman and  Sudra, touchable-
snd untouchable, social reformer and sogial reac--
tionary, Moslem and Hindu, divide the minds and
hearts of India, and mo one can say where we
are and whither we are going. On another occa-
aion the poet seems mad with joy when all around
him is conflict, and he is asked how he could be musi-
cal amidet all this noise and disturbance. These poems
give his apswer—it is out of discord concord will
come, as light comes out of darkness ; the very roises
of the times, #o tumultuons, have behind them the-
. song of God, which struggles to come out. And, says
‘the poet in his poems on Co-operation, on True
| Laberty, and on Perpetual Youth, it will be a song of
harmony if in the midat of these discords hia country-
n will follew him, and see | with open  vision how
' Wature in India—her mountaing, rivers, trees, plants
‘and'birds, seeming to give discordant noises, and
| going different ways, work all together eo-operant
for God's ends, because they are selfless, Let the
student of Mr, Tilak's poetry end the perusal of these
poemas with his lyric  Always Young, and find hope
for his country in its perpesual youth. India is ancient
we say. Yes, her youth and growth are-ancient, and
therefore eternal.’ ‘Come ‘and see,” says the poet.
The wision is for him who wtll see, See it with
Mr. Tilak’s two lyrics, Beloved India and Triumovh
Britannia, which conglude the firat solume of hig
poetry.” ‘

We have already referred to his hymns and
religious songs. They are gathered together
i the Bhajan Sangraka published in 1906.
The bhéjans' are 'of many kinds, Some
are adapted for preaching and singing in con-
nection with evangelistic work, Others are
intended for Christian worship. Of the latter
Some are hymns of praise, some of penitence
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some are in the fort of petmon, ‘and many
are hymns of personal devotion and consecs:
ration. Mr. Winslow selects three ‘hymns

The mother. Gm*u, A broken and comtrite heart,

and A Christmas Carol as typical pieces
deserving of high praise. The hymns, of course,
lose much of their original force in transla-
tion, but even in the English version, one
could see the beaﬁ.ty of the true hymn. A
word must also be said of his great attempt
at Epic poetry. » |

The Christayar belongs in the main to the
last period of Tilak's life. For many years
he had cherished the design of writing a life
of Christ in Marathi verse, which should be
the first great Christian Purana, comparable
with the Ramayan, or life of Rama, ‘

From time to time Tilak made every effort
to complete the Epic. But the Christayan
does not breathe the spontaneity of his hymns

~ashehad toforce the task on himself, And
then his mind was full of an anthology of
Marathi poetry. Fragmentary as it is, the
Christayan however will remain as “a master-

piece of Christian Marathi literature.” But
20 ;
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during the last years of his life the compo-
sition of his abhangs and the organization of

“ God's Darbar” occupied most of his time;
and so it came about that, when he passed

away, of the long poem which he had planned.
he had written but the first section, that on

the Incarnation, extending to some sixty-two

pages, comprising eleven chapters, of which:

the last is incomplete. - The work was pub-
lished posthumously by his son in 1921,

The Abhanganjali is the crown of Tilak's’

work, and though their Christian conceptions
: will make it difficult for his Hindu brethren to
appreciate them fully, it is by these that he
will be remembered in the years to come.
‘Their simple charm recalls the elevating
atmosphere of the New Testament. Here is
one in the wreath of songs he was contributing
weelk after week to the DYNANODAYVA—songs

L

which won for him the sobriquet of the

Christian Tukaram of Maharashtra. |

“sThe more I win Thee, Lord, the more for Thee I

pine ;
Ah, such 2 heart immine
My eyos behold Thee and are filled, and straightway
‘;hﬁnb
1 heir hupger wakes again !
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“My grm- have elupad Thee and should vet Thee free,
' ut no,
; I cannot let Thee go ! :
‘"’I‘hm}i dwell'st th‘hm my heart, Forthwith ‘anew  the
re
; Burss of my woul's desire.
”“Lord Jesus Christ, Beloved, tell, O tell me true
v What ahall thy servant dot
Vi . (Abhanganjali, No. 124. )

“ Here we have once more the same cry that
-echoes with such passion of desire through the
‘songs of all the Maratha poet saints.”’ A critic
«of Maratha poetry recalls that Namdev
~uttered it five centuries ago :

“Why dost Thou leayve me suffering ?
O haste and come, my God and King !

1 die unless Thou succour bring.
O haste and come, my God and King |

Like Tukaram too he had a mystic sense of
union with his Maker. His vision of Christ
‘leading to a final decision, and his experience
-of trance-like ecstacy in which all conscious-
iness of the world is lost, are brought in a
‘beautiful little poem ZLove's Samadhi. Here
Tilak exhibits something of the mystic vision of
-Sadhu Sundar Singh. ;

Ah, Love, I aink in the timeless sleop,
Sink in the timeless sleep;

One Images stands before my eyes,
And thrills my bosom's deep ;

One Vision bathes in radiant light
My spirit’s palace-halls ;

.
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All stir of hands, all thxob of brmn.
Quivers, and sinks, and falls,
My soul fares forth ; no fetters now
Chain me to.this‘woﬂ‘d’s shore. . .
Sleep! I would sleep ! In pity spare;
Let no man wake me more !

‘And yet Tilak was no visionary. He was-

i

full of warm sympathy for the sufferings of

mankind  and he threw himself whole- -
heartedly into all social and humanitarian:

moyements, With all his Brabminical love

of  abstractions, he was diligent in deeds of
service which he valued even more than his .

poetry.

The untiring vigour and youth of his spirit, .

which remained unchanged till the end, is seen

in the following poem, translated, itis believ-

ed, by himself :

. What has been done is not enough, do somathmg more -

Labour on, oh labour on, do something more !

Vain is the mango tree which holds but one cluster of

blossoms ;

Fruitful it might be called, yet in very truth itis .

fruitlesn.
Not for a handful of jewels is earth called the mother
of riches,

But for the mines of gems that lie hid deep m her -

bosom.
Endiog and death are one, no need for cavil or ques-

tions; To feel that one'’s work were done were in .

truth to die prematurely,

- Unresting, the spheres roll on, nor is sleep ever known .

to their Maker;
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"That the Maker's servants should rest, what a false
ideal and unworthy ! |

+Cleave not to the thought that the past holde snough

.. ofgood in its keeping ;

‘What is good, what ia faiv, what is best, thia iz known
alone to the Godhead ;

‘Bpeak not of less and more, thum yielding azain fo
temptation ; |

‘Why strive ye to limit the life that knoweth no
limitation ?

RENOUNCING THE WORLD i
| After twenty years of quiet, faithful werk in
the service of the Mission, he was now
Haunching out upon a new quest with the same
“spirit of dauntless adventure that had marked
this early days. In July 1916 he wrote to
chis son ;.

] am at present studying, and meditating on the
11ife of 8¢, Paul, not for others but for my own personal
,guidance and help. I am doing it humbly and prayer-
“fully. « . . God hasbeen leading me, where I van't

way just now, but I can say towarde some larger
. sorvice. India needs Ohrist, not so much Christianity,

.and Christ she is to get in and through Indian
. apostles, as Grod raises therm, I am praying for this.”

More and more he felt that God was calling
thim to become stich an “Indian Apostle™. - ‘T
trust that I am the elected Tukaram for Maha-
rashtra,” he writes ; and adds, with characte-
wwistic boldness, “a Tukaram and a St. Paul
blended together.” He believed that hundreds
awould follow him, and that together they
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would build up an fndian Chureh on “genuinelyv
Indian lines. ! L

Nevertheless, fora year after this, yielding-

[

perhaps to the persuasions of kind friends:

who were loth tolet him go, Tilak still re-
mained in the service of the Mission. Butin:
July or eatly August of 1917, says his

biographer, there came to him a vision ef

Christ—a vision too sacred to be described
at first except to. his  closest friends,.
but about which later he composed several:
abhangs, the first of which is here given ins

translation;

' Weo ask, and 8o to tell ye I am bold ; :
Vea, with theae eyea did I the Christ behold,—
Awalke, not slesping, did upon Him gaze,

And at the sight stood tranced with amaze,

“ My mind wonders, "’ I said, * it cannot be !

“ Tis but my own creation that [ see!

“ Poor hapless fool | "'—for 8o did I repine—

“ How crooked and perverse a faith is mine! "
Yet was my patient Lord displeaned not,

Nor for one moment He His child forgot :

. Again He came and stood regarding me ;—
Ah, surely ne'sr was mother such as He!

1 called t0 Him in sudden agony.
“ My ohild,” He answered, * whorefore dost thou-

ory
1 am before thee, yea, and I within;
“ Morged in a mea of blindness hast thou been,
« Lord, grant me eyes toses!” I oried again,
And clasped His feet in ecstasy of pain.
He raised me up, He held me to Hie gide,



And then~T cannot tell what did betide;

But this alone 1 kuow, that from that day ‘
This self of mine hath vanished quite awsy.
Great Lord of voga, Thou hast yoked with Thee,
Saith Dasa, even a poor wight like me !

 The meaning of this dream was a clear call

to Christ. His mind was made up, and on
September 6, 1917 he wrote to the American.

Marathi Mission thus -

The War, its moral cousequences in the world,
the new life and mew angle of wivion which it has

diffused in nations, the new aspect of the mode of the

world’s thought and will, all this affeeting India has
made India quite ripe and quite ready to accept the
great Originator and Helper of human life—social,
- political, moral and spiritnal—Jesus Christ. But India
. will go after a man, a man elected by God to meet her
- ideals. Mout humbly, but most firmly, I state to you

and to the world that God has elected me, a wealk

‘sinner, for this purpose.

Dr. Hume replying on the mission's behalf
expressed their consent to his wish in a note
of touching solicitude and earnest admiration
for Tilak's resolve to renounce the world in
true Hindu style and become a true servant of
God. Soon September 8, at the age of fifty-
five, Tilak anpounced his  Sannyasasram, the
traditional last stage of life according to the
old Sastras. The Samnpasasrem lasted but
twenty months——' twenty months of gloriously
ctowded life of service untainted by worldly
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considerations of any kind'’—the service most

truly Christian,  The principal work that
.engaged him during this intensive period, apart
from literary activity, was the movement he
called “God's Darbar.”

. Gop’'s DARBAR

The Darbar was the outcome of convictions

‘which had been graduaﬂy forming in his mind
as to the relation of Christianity to India’s
ancient faiths and as tothe way of presenting

‘Christ to India. The aims of the Darbar were

stated to be:

 “To form & brotherhood of the baptized and um-
thaptized disciples of Christ, by uniting them together
in the bands of love and service withont in any way

L.

opposing, or competing with Chriatian Missions,

Churches or other Christian organizations; to esteem
‘all aw our brothers and sisters, sinca our Hather-Ctod
dwells in all hearts: to imitate ‘the Son of Man,” the
Tord Jesus Ohrist, as our Guru, who served men in
uttermost love, though thev nailed Him to the Oross;
0 manifest an eager desire to be considered the true
brothers and sisters of that ‘Son of God’; this brothar-
hood tobecome a real universal family, to be known
as real friends of men and real patriots, through whom
+the world gains once morve a vision of tie Lord
Jenus Christ, 8o that the Christ who was originally
riental may become Oriental again; that Chrisvian
love, Christian freedom, and the Chriatian strength
which enable® men to rise above circumstances may
‘be demonstrated to the world ; that Christianity may
:?radually lose its foreign aspect and become entirsly

ndian ; and the character of this brothe hood shall
e sach as to oreate in our fellow-countrymen the
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kindly atsitude which will lead them to glory in think-
ing of Qhri;tian people as dheir very own.” |

: Lo HIs LAST DAYS, :

But he could not go like this for ever
“with a body—the frail and uncertain vehicle
-of his indomitable spirit. The closing days
.are described with touching simplicity by
Mr. Winslow. In Jan, 1919 he wrote:

“1 am experiencing a very strange  gpiritual pheno-
imenon. I amill, very ill indeed, suffering from more
than one symptom, sometimes in bed unable to move
‘this way or that, But I pray; my prayer is such
. sbaorbs me altugether in itself; and the resalt
vig that T am well, so well that it is very hard for any-
one to believe that I was sick a short time ago. Thus
it has been going on almoat all through this month.
This hour I am very ill, and the next hour I am very
well. . . . This hour the ghar rules the ghard-
. hani, the next hour ghardhani is himself again and
rules the ghar, ‘

But by the end of that mdnth he was worse
.again, and was persuaded to go fo}r‘ treatment
‘to the Wadia Hospital, of the United Free

Church Mission, at Poona, where he remained
“throughout March and April.
On April 16th he wrote :

Noither doctor nor I can tell you whether I am
‘improving, But one thing is certain, and that is,
*Bisssed, doubly blessed is all thispain; it is experi-
-enging the Cross in my b>dy, Blessed, thrice blessed,
ois thissickness ! it is perfect union with Christ.)
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In May he was transferred to the J. J. Hos-
pital in Bombay, where it was hoped that ams
operation might be possible: but once again:
the doctors dared not operate, and he became-
rapidly weaker. 'When his wife and daughter-
_ visited  him, on the day before he died, he -
gave them, in the midst of burning fever,.

his last message.

“He asked usnot to fear death, asit was only a.
temperary bodily aeparation, which led to a perpetual
union of souls and a passing into a better life. He
anked us to rise above circumatances and he victors in:
the battle of life with the help of God dafying all the
forces of evil,"

 The spirit in which he faced death can be
seen best in the abhangs which he composed.

durmg this last illness.

. Lay me within Thy lap to rost;
Around my head Thine arm entwme g
Let me gaze up into Thy face,
O Father-Mother mine!

8o let my apirit pass with joy,
Now at the last, O Tendereat !
Saith Daga, Grant Thy wayward child,
This one, this last, requeat!

On Friday, the 9th of May, his spirit,
says his Christian biographer, passed
with joy " to the ‘ great festivity”: and
it was the note of festival which marked!
‘the service in the Hume Memorial Church, in«
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- SUSIL KUMAR RUDRA

N THE present circumstances of Indxa,‘
politics are more absorbing than anything
‘else; and naturally, politicians loom large in the
-eyes of the public. Workers in other spheres
.of life, thongh eminent in their own way, do
mot attract quite that attention and respect
which fthey deserve. Such was the fate of
Principal Rudra, the noble-hearted patriot
:and  educationist, whom Mahatma Gandhi
revered as a “silent servant.”’ Only the vety
“few who came in personal contact with Rudra
tknew anything of his intense patriotism, his
.enthusiasm for all progressive causes, his high
intellectual attainments and his generous and
-comprehensive sympathies. In an age‘ of
.communal wrangles he stood for peace and
unity. Indeed he was very much like Hakim
Ajmal Khan whom he resembled in more than
-one respect—in his lofty patriotism, his free-
.dom from communalism, and his devoted
Ariendship with Mahatma Gandhi and C.F,
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June 1925, the two friends wrote of him in thé:
most touching terms. Mr. Andrews recorded.
that in his last moments Rudra's thoughts were
about his country.  One of his last uttetances.
was QO my country, my dear country.”
The love he bore to Mahatma Gandhi
was almost too sacred to write about. Writing'
in YOuNG INDIA, Mahatma Gandhi recorded
some striking instances of Susil's unfailing
devotion to himself and his own feelings for-
the truly Christian patriot.

“Ever since my return home in 1915,"
writes  Mr. Gandhi, “I had been his-

guest whenever I had occasion to go to

Delhi. It was plain sailing enough so long

as I had not declared Satyagraha in respect of

the Rowlatt Act. He had many English
friends in the higher circles. He belonged to
a purely English Mission. He was the first
Indian Principal chosen in his College., I,
therefore, felt that his intimate association with
me and his giving me shelter under his roof’
might compromise him and expose his College

to unnecessary risk. I, therefore, offered to-

Augiens. When Susil died on Tuesday 30th

L
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seek she]temf elsewhere. His reply was charac-
teristic: My religion is deeper than people
may unagme - Some of my opinions are vital
parts of my being. They are formed after deep
.and prolonged prayers. They are known to
‘my English friends. I cannot possibly  be
-misunderstood by keeping you under my roof
-as an honoured friend and guest. And if ever’
'] have to make a choice between losing what
.influence I may have among Englishmen and
‘Josing you, I know what I would choose. You
_cannot leave me." ‘But what about all kinds
.of friends who come to see me! Surely, you
must not let your house become a caravanserai
-when I amin Delhi’, I said. ‘To tell you the
+ruth’, he replied, ‘Ilike itall, Ilike the friends
who come to see you. It gives me pleasure
-to think that in keeping you with me, I am
-doing some little service to my country.”
Mahatma  Gandhi  adds that his open
etter to the Viceroy giving concrete shape to
‘the Khilafat claim was conceived and drafted
amnder Principal Rudra’s roof. ‘“He and Charlie
Andrews were my revisionists. Non-co-opera-
tion was conceived and hatched under his
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&
i, mgspxtable roof.  He was a silent but deeply
| interested spectator at the private conference
i “that took place between the Maulanas, other

Musalman friends and myself.”
‘Mr, Andrews himself has written more than
-one appreciation of Susil's character and his
‘devotion to the country. Among his numerous
weferences to Principal Rudra’s activities we
must draw special attention to his articles in
the YOUNG MEN OF INDIA. In the series of
articles Mr, Andrews contributed to that
Journal soon after Susil's death, we have a
| fairly copious and detailed account of Susil's
life and work, and we make no apology for
reproducing the sketch at some length., It
will be noticed that Mr. Andrews wrote at
considerable length, but we must here be
content with these extracts which reveal the
character and genius of a truly Chﬂstlan
patriot.

“Susil Kumar Rudra’ “Wrote M. An-
drews,” was the oldest and dearest of all
my Indian friends, and I owed to him
more than I owe to anyone ‘else in the
world : for he it was who really taught

s
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me to love India with all ' my heatt<~truly
and sincerely, and in n6 artificial mannet.
He cartied me through those first intensely
critical days of my life in India, when I might
easily have taken a wrong turn, and have in,
consequence become that which I should have
hated myself for becoming. ‘
“Qur original friendship grew ot of b
earlier friendship, which 1 bad with Basil
Westcott, the youngest son of the late Bishop-
of Durham, and the youngest brother of the
present Metropolitan of India and the present
Bishop of Lucknow. Basil and I were the
closest friends in our college days; and prac-
tically speaking never a single day passed
without our meeting each other and having
meals together. We shared together the
common ideal of coming out to India to join
the Cambridge Mission in Delhi, which Basil
Westcott's father, the Bishop of Durham, had
\ founded more than thirty years before. Basil
came out to India first, and we used to corres-
pond with one another quite regularly every
week. The long letters I received from Basil
in Delhi constantly referred to Susil Kumar
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X who became for Basil (as he became
afterwmds for me) a guide, philosopher and
friend in the very early days of his own Indian
missionary life, whxch was so suddenly to be
ended by death, :

_  “In the few daya that I remained in Delhi, I
got to know Mr. Rudra intimately as a {riend.

It was a case of love at first sight, and this love
never seemed to' change or vary or alter on
either side ; there was never, throughout the
whole of the twenty-one years that followed,
the sllxghtest shadow cast upon our {riendship.
From the very first day I found that his house
was my own, He made one so welcome in it,
th’éxf I knew that it was no formal invitation
when be told me all that he had was mine,
and that I must always feel his own house, as

_my own house, and his own children as my
own  children. They were very young; for
only a short time before Mr. Rudra had lost
his wife by a tetrible illness after giving birth
to his youngest child. The father had been
left quite disconsolate, when his wife, who was
the one stay and support of his home, was

gone. Hehad to bring up his three children
21 j
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and te be both father and mother to them and
also to carry on the whole of his' wotk in the
college at the same time. [ think it ‘was the

wonderful sympatby of Basil Westcott at the

' time of Susil's greatest sorrow. which won his
Teart more than anything else. In all his
difficulties, which followed the death  of

his wife, Basil was ableto give him comfort -

as perhaps no one else could do. ‘Therefore,
 when I came to Delhi and we learnt s0
«quickly to love each other, it was the most
natural thing in the world, that I should come

into the same place in his life that Basil had
occupied before my coming. It would be

difficult to explain how extraordinarily simple
and easy this was. There was not the slightest
barrier of race, caste; or creed between wus.
Indeed it often seemed to me as though 1 had
known him already all my life, and I think he
felt the same thing towards me; for he used
often to tell me that it was quite wonderful to
him how simply he had learnt to love me. 1
have spoken of it as easy and simple; but if it
had not been for the circumstances which I
have already explained, about Basil, I do not
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1hmk it could have been so simple and natunalg“
as I have said, ~ Susil Rudra was extremely
shy, self- diffident, and reserved with strangers;
and it was not at all an easy thing for him
usually to break through that reserve ‘quicldy,
But I would repeat the phrase I have already
used and say again, that with both of us there
seemed to be love at first sight and that love
at first sight never altered or wavered,
“ln the course of the year 1903 (if my ‘
memory holds good), the vital issue came as
~ to whether Susil Rudra should be appointed
Principal of the College, or one of the European
staff should be appointed Principal over his
head. Two names had been ‘suggested. One
was my own, and the other was the name of
Mr. Western, who is now the head of the Cam:
bridge Mission. We both protested with all |
the strength we could against any such act,
which should place a younger Eur opean over
the head of an Indian of such experience and
wisdom as Mr. Rudra himself. F urtunatelv
we had the sympathy of many of the Cam.
bridge Brotherhood on our side, but the
‘Bishop of Lahore, at that time, was strongly
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against any revolutionary step (as it was sup-
posed), such as the appointing of an Indian  to

be principal of such a large college, as that of
St. Stephen’s  College, Delhi. = The Bishop's:

voint of view was that the Indian parents would
object to such a step being taken and also that

in any emergency an Indian would not have

i

 sufficient strength of character to command

the situation, ih j
“The issue became so vitally serious, that I

was obliged at "last to offer my own resiyna-.
tion from the Mission, if any supersession of

Mr. Rudra, as Principal, was made by the com-

mittee. In the long run, the result reached’

was a supremely happy one. Mr. Rudra was
appointed Principal by the almost unanimous
vote of the Mission Brotherhood, and he re-

mained Principal of the College for more than

seventeen years.

“During those years of his principalship, the-
College flourished as it bad never done before.

Instead of distrusting him as Principal, the
parents showed, in a practical way, that they

trusted his wisdom and guidance even more
than they trusted that of any European. Fur-



thermore, when different times of crisis ocour-

red, some of them of the most serious charac-
. ter, Mr. Rudra, as Principal, always rose to the
emergency and carried the College through the

«crisis without any break whatever. Itis not

mnecessary to enter into details concerning this
step, which was taken with such brilliant result
because it became known all over India and in
England also, that the Cambridge Mission, by

Lits bold policy of trusting the Indian and

‘placing him in authority over the European
staff, had shown in a more signal way than
mere words, that it was possible for Indians to
\govern themselves and to exercise govern-
. ment over others with wisdom and discretion.

“1I well remember how Mr. Gokhale, while
he was sitting on the Royal. Commission, joy-
fully cross-examined me with regard to Mr.
Rudra's principalship, with one single objectin
view all the while. = He wished to elicit from
me the fact that a staff of eight European Ox-
ford and Cambridge graduates of high distine-
tion, found it the greatest pleasure and satis-
faction of their life in Indiato serve under an
Indian Principal. I was as eager to tell the
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good news as he was eager to put the question
to me. It was quite interesting to watch the
effect of that declaration on Loid Islingtom

and other members of the Commission, in-

cluding Mr. Ramsay MacDonald who hadl
come out fresh from England. Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald  himsell did not fail to drive:
' the matter home; and his  cross exami-
nation | was on exactly similar lines to-
that of Mr. Gokhale. Every point that Mg,

Golkhale made, Mr. Ramsay MacDonald made-

also ; and there can be no doubt that this page
of evidence in that Royal Commission on the-
Public Services of India carried very great
weight, both with the Government of India ane
with the Government of Great Britain.

“Mzr. Rudra, as Principal, gained his remark-
able influence owing to two inseparable quali-
ties in his own character and nature. He! was:
profoundly unselfih and profoundly Christian.
His devotion to Christ was the very centre of
his unselfishness, and it was through that unsel-
fishness of character, that he showed most
cleatly in deeds rather than in words his
supreme devotion to Christ. No one who is:

[
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truly unselfish can be otherwise than humble \
for service is the very soul of humxlxty
| Therefore, with Mr. Rudra, unselfishness was
always marked by a perfectly natural humility
——the humility of one who is truly great and
Wﬂe

i Somethmg must now be said about Mt.
Rudlas own Christian position. He was all
through his life one of the most sincere and
devoted Christians I have ever known. ‘His
love for Christ was the deepest thing ‘of all his
inner experience, and his daily conduct was
consciously built up on his devotion to Jesus.
Every act of the day was done in the name of
Jesus, and the thought of Christ was very
rarely absent from his mind even for an hour.
I have rarely met anyone in all my life who
turned so naturally to Jesus Christ for an an-
swert to all his difficulties, as Susil Rudra did.
Just as the sunflower turns towards the sun,
instinctively and naturally, so in his daily
life Susil Rudra turned towards ]esut; for his
hght and inspiration.

‘But this conscious personal faith in the
living Christ was not gained in a day. It was
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with the greatest difficulty that Mr. Rudra

 passed through the critical time of his youth in .

‘Calcutta, when intellectual trials on every side
beset him and for a time disturbed the very
foundations of his belief in Jesus and his inner
life. He had often told me about these inner
struggles, while he read scientific works and
studied every book that gave any light upon
‘the subjects which were dearest to his heart.
For atime the light had grown dim; and it

was only in the atmosphere of the Oxford

University Mission, in CaIcutta, that he was
able to regain his devotion and to solve his
intellectual problems. For some years he
lived within the precincts of the Oxford
Mission House, in Cornwallis Street, Calcutta,
and the life of simple devotion led by the
fathers and sisters of that Oxford Mission did
more than anything else to re-establish his
Christian faith and to solve his intellectual
difficulties. When once the strugg le was over,
a pure faith came back ; and at no subsequent
period in his life did he ever go through the
same stormy tempests of doubt, which had
assailed him in the years of his @early
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_youth, whxle studying in the Umvemty of

“Cal (,utta

Mr. Andrews then 1elates some personal

'mudents which reveal the depth of Susil's
character and the source of all his msplratmn
‘in Jesus Christ.

Onte of the most perfect things about him
was his eﬁtjre and utter freedom from any

- race prejudice or feeling of dislike for mem-

bers of another religion, or creed, or race, or

~caste.  So deeply had he been filled with the

Christ spirit of treating every one as his

‘brother and his friend, that it did not seem

~even possible for him to make any distinction

between man and man. [ have seen him

- dealing with the College sweepers with a

‘tenderness and a delicacy of perception of

‘their needs that often put me to shame, and

-~ taught me lessons of sympathy and humility.
It was at his own suggestion that again and

| ‘again gatherings were held at the College in

which the sweepers were treated as guests and
made partakers of 'the family festival of the

«College days.  Anether lesson which I learnt
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from him‘WaS‘ the treatment of those who-
served as the College servants, withan absolute-
equahty and respect and even reverence Por
it is only through #hesr worl, as he u«ed to say
that we ourselves are able to do oz/r work,
When I was in Simla, shottly before his death,
an old servant who bad been with him for-
many years, found me out almost immediately
after my arrival at the house of the Raja Sahib,.
Sir Harnam Singh, on Summer Hill, and
asked me at once concerning the ‘Burra Sahib’
~for that was the name by which he was:
always called in the College. The servant had
tears in his eyes as he spoke to me; and he:
‘told me that he was determined to get leave
from his present work in order to go down and/
do something to help the Burra Sahib’ in his-
‘sickness, He came to me again and again, and
when he could not get leave to go down, he
asked me what he could get to send to Mr.
Rudra in his illness. I mentioned ‘Oranges,’”
which the doctor had ordered ‘and within half
an hour, he had returned from the bazaar with
all the oranges he could find, and asked me-
| personally to take them down and give these, .
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“as his offering, to his former master. This.
servant was a Mussalman and not a Christian, |
but even to mention such differences as these
seems out of place when speaking of Susil

Rudra, for he had the most wonderful gift of

all of utter sympathy with those of different

religions from his own,  The Hindus in Delhi.
claimed him as almost a fellow-Hindu; and:
the Mussalmans in Delhi claimed him as al-

most a fellow-Mussalman. The Sikhs were:
also devoted to him and some of his most.
affectionate students inthe College belonged:
tothe Arya Samaj who had his warmest sym- .
pathy and support. Swami Shraddananda:
was always a most welcome guest at his house.

‘Mahatma Gandhi has told in the pages of
YOUNG INDIA how Principal Rudra's house was:
his home right up till non-co-operation and
even after non-co-operation had begun. In the
same way, Hakim Ajmal Khan Sahib of Delhi
was one of his very dearest friends ; and Hakim:
Sahib would come to call on the ‘Burra.
Sahib’ and Principal Rudra himself would
go quite constantly tosee the Hakim Sahib,.
in mutual friendship and deep regard, It was.
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“ N‘@gpurj, was so deeply touc,hed" by the beauty

L

of Susil Rudra’s character, that his whole life. :
was silently moulded by what he saw. = All his o

‘instinctive sympathy with India was marvel.

Tously deepened and widened and strengthen.

-ed by his daily contact with the Principal of

5t Stephen’s College, Delhi. A short time

ago, when 1 was-with him in Nagpur, we spoke

‘together about this, and mutually told each

. other what an unspeakable debt of gratitude
we owed to Susil Rudra,  * i

, ‘Faith in Christ was the very soul of his soul,
the very heart of his heart, the very life of his

life.  He could say, as few men could say, the

words of St. Paul : ‘Iam crucified with Christ ;
‘nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth
‘inme.  Again and again when I questioned
him and asked him about this wonderful and
beautiful faith, he would tell me that it came to
‘him through a sense of the mystery of the

resurrection of Christ from the dead.  Christ

‘was always to him the Risen Christ of man-
kind, the living Lord of life and death. ‘It
‘was this Risen Lord whom he himself follow-
ed.  According to the words of the Apostle
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' ‘Paul, he Lould saw 0N eare dead and your

life is hid with Christ in God. If he thenbe
srisen with Christ, seek those things which are

.above.' ‘ ‘
‘“ The resurrection of Christ from the dead
was therefore to Susil Rudra, notso much a
simple historical truth (though he believed
implicitly in the historical fact of the resurrec-’
tion), but rather a living experince to be expe-
rienced anew every day with living power. He
was in communion day by day, not with any
fanciful picture of ,‘Christ, not  with some
mythological theory of Christ, but with One
whom he truly felt to be living and risen from
the dead, and the Lord of life and death.- This,
then, was the source of all the stremgth of his
inner life; and, in his last illness, this faith in
the Risen Christ supported him day by day
and carried him through the valley of the
shadow of death.” :
Such was the life of the Christian patriot
.and scholar who had so profoundly impressed
Mr. Andrews by his strength of character and
Christian piety. Indeed there was a kind of
spiritual bond between him and his two friends
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wMahatma Gandhi and Mr. Andrews. “Though«
he was a C hmtlan, wrote Mr. Gandhi,  he
had room in his besom for Hinduism and
Islam which he regarded with great veneration.
His was not an exclusive Christianity that con-
demped to perdition every one who did not
believe in Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of
the world.  Jealous of the reputation of his
own, he was tolerant towards the other faiths.”
That is to say, Susil Rudra was not a Christian
in the narrow and Lommuﬁal 'sense of that
word, “ but rehgnous motive was the founda-
tion for all his acts.’

o .
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SADRU SUNDAR SINGH.

THE INDIGENOUS CHURCH

i [‘HE‘ rasson d etre of foreign missions is the

ultimate creation of indigenous church
and ministry, se.lf—supporting, self-propagat~
ing and independent in character. The whole
history of foreign missionary effort in India is
an epitome of the attempts to reach this ideal
consummation.  So faras India is concerned,
the ideal is not in sight by any means, in spite
of the anxiety evinced by both foreign mission
bodies and  indigenous Christians, for its
realization:  Gradually, the ideal has assumed
the nature of a stringenttest by which to as-
certain the progress of missionary enterprise
as a whole or that of individual churches and
mission bodies in this country. The failure
made by both indigenous churches and
foreign mission bodies to achieve this ideal
furnishes evidence that Christianity in India
has not outgrown its exotic character; and

22 i
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the failure is also a measure of the extent to
which the indigenous Christian community
has identified itself with the great natmnal
movements in Indxa .

One of the signs evidencing the desire of
the indigenous Church to be free is the pre-

sence of the independent religious worker or .

‘ ‘preacher. There are now scores of indigen-

us Christian preachers who belong to no
denommatlon, but are like the wandering
{riars ot sanpasis. Untrammelled either by
‘dogmas or forms of warship, and free to inter-
pret Christ in their own way, a great future lies
before this kind of missionary work if properly
directed. At present, it is still in its
infancy, but its development in numbers and

influence on the  popular mind render

it an agency with great possibilities of
good or evil. India has always been

hospitable to the independent  samyas:

preacher, and Christian friars are no ex-
ception to this. Nowheredo we find any
credible  account of an independent Chris-
tian preacher building up a Church or body of
Christian believers. With the preacher ends

)0
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mdvemem:.: The historian will draw a
umoral from such movements. Religion
 without dogm‘a, bare preaching and exhorta-
v»tigxi wi_thout adequate safe-guards for perma-
»«nenc‘y‘ 'in  personal religious experiences,
weligious  conviction  without conservation
 wthrough the Sacraments is barren of result and
‘cphemeral. Jesus Christ was and is one of
sthe greatest of independent religious Preachers,
‘but He not only inculcated a distinctive reli-
gion but He insisted on its nurture through the
Sacraments. | .
AN INDEPENDENT PREACHER
Among‘ all the independent preachers in
Andia, Sadhu - Sundar Singh stands  unique.
He presents the spectacle or perhaps the only
.attempt of the indigetious Church to resus-
" citate the ancient ideal of a true religious
_sanyasin. Heis attached to no denomination,
he faithfully preaches Christ as depicted in the
Hfour Gospels, and he is pledged to the threefold
wow so dear toascetics of all ages and creeds—
poverty, celibacy and chastity. The problem
of Sadhu Sundar Singh is the problem that
. -every now and then has presented itselfin the

3
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whole history of the Christian Church. TInv
every age and in every land, there are men
and women who feel compelled to preach

and exhort without undergoing any theslogical

training. Such persons chafe under the

restrictions  imposed by = denominational

Churches. They have a mandate from above.
which must be obeyed, So far, only the Roman.
Cathohc Church has been supremely success--
ful in  dealing with such. Tt is t00 early to-

predict anything about Sundar Singh except

that he is the sole example in India of a

successsful independent Protestant preacher.
BirtH AND EARLY LIFE

'Sadhu Sundar Singh is a Sikh by birth. The
Sikh nation is for various reasons of peculiar

interest. Arising first as a religious sect re-

~ solved to reform abuses and to Jead men back.

to a simpler, purer worship, it eventually dewve-
loped into an organized military power, deter-
mined to avenge its wrongs and persecutions.
Tlirough centuries, says Mrs. Parket in her
fascinating sketch of the Sadhu, its history

knew many and bitter experiences, but pride-

of race, love of arms and a stiff cling

L
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g to their religious doctrines are to this
-day great characteristics of the Sikh nation.
From such a stock sprang Sundar Singh.
- His father was Sirdar Sher Singh, a Sikh by
‘descent, and a wealthy landowner in Rampur,
in the State of Patiala, where on September 3,
1889, Sundar was born—the youngest son in
the family, One of the family is Sirdar A, Nath
Singh, commander of an Indian force | n
‘one of the Sikh States, while others have
iwisen to even higher distinctions = still.

. AAs achild, Sundar was broughtup in the lap
of luxury. Every yéar‘ as the hot weather
drew on, he was taken with the family
to spend the summer in the cooler air
of the Himalayas, usually to Simla. His
mother, we are told, was a refined and
gifted lady, very broadminded in her sym-
pathies. She was on friendly terms with the
American Presbyterian Mission ladies and per-
mitted their visits to her home. From his
-earliest days the relationship between Sundar
-and his mother was of the tenderest character.
He was the youngest of the family and he
seldom left her side. ' She would often say to
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him, ‘You must not be careless and “worldly
like your brothers, You must seek peace of
soul and love rehglon and some day you must
become a holy sadhu.”

How well this blessing has been fu1~
filled will be evxdent from the followmg
pages. ,
By the time Sundar was seven years of age,.
he had learnt the Bhagavadgita from beginning:

. toend in Sanskrit. And then, at the age of

~ fourteen, he lost his mother. “How he missed:
her gentle companionship no one knows, but
to-day when he speaks of her, his voice is.
tender and his eyes look sad.”
. His CONVERSION
. Sundar Singh's first contact with Christian-
ity sprang from his education in a Mission
- school, whete the daily Bible lesson was
taught by a devoted indigenous teacher.
The teaching operated on a mind naturally
inclined and addicted to religious disquisi-
tion and enquiry. The inevitable result follow-
ed and Sundar Singh was baptised on his
birthday. September 3, 1905, accordmg to-
Anglican rites in Simla, /
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| The Sadhn himself has given a vivid account
of the immediate cause of his conversion. His
experiences are always dramatic, and he ex-
: p‘r‘e\sses them in words of moving simplicity
and directness. There is always a touch of the

miraculous in every one of his experiences :-—

* 1 was suchan enerry to Christianity 1hat I not only
apcke ill of and persecuted mirsicnaries, but several

. times I fore up and burnt the Bible because ) thoughs
that 1he Ckristian religion was false, and Hinduism

| 'alone was a true religion, Ore day in fropt of my
father, I poured kerosene oil on the Bible andthrowing
‘it on the fire 1 burnt i, My futher tried to prevent

" me, but so higoted waw I that I disobeyed him, think-
ing that by so doing I wus pleasivg God.

.. After burning the Bible I became very restless, and
I wasin a very miserable ccndition, Three days after
burning  the Bible, finding that Hinduism gave
me no comfort, 1 decided to commit svicide, because
to live in such misery wam imposmble. Very early in
the morning (at 3 a.m) 1 srose, and, taking a cold
baih, I ‘began to pray. °‘If there be any God leb

\Bim show me the way of salvation, if not, then I will
esommit auicide by placiag myeelf on the railway.’

' Up t0 4-30 vo answer came. Presestly, there came
a lightin my room. In that light tke beloved and
glorieus Face of Christ appesred, and showing His

. wounded hands in which the nail-prints clearly showed,
He said, *Why do you persecute me? Behold, I gave
My life vpon the cross for you, that the world
might bave salvation,’ Upon hearing this, His words
sapk like lightning into my heart, I immediately
became fitled with joy, and 1 was changed for ail
eternity.

Although Christ disappeared after speaking thus to-
me, the peace He gave me will remain for ever, This

/was pot imasgination, if Buddhi or Krishna had
shown himaself it would have been imagination, for I
worabipped them : but for Christ to show Himself, He



" INDIAN CHRISTIANS

whom I hated , is a miracle, and clear proof that He
iw a living Christ, Neither was it a dream for no one
can see a dream after taking a cold bath, and a
dream cannot gompletely change a life. Thu was a
GREAT REALITY,

In the case of Sadhu Sundar Singh, Baptism

L

was  the ' logical result ‘of .his researches .

into comparative religion. His family con:
nections, his prospects of inheritance were
the means of 'subjecti_ng him to persecu-
tion  in order to dissnade @ him from
leaving and deserting his ancestral religion.
Several attempts were made by his relatives
to get him away, and wviolence was used on
one of these oceasions, so that the police had
to be called in to quell the disturbance. But
the most trying occurrence to Suhdat_‘ was
when his aged father came to make a last
appeal in the hope of drawing him away.
The sight of the father's stricken face and
figure, we are told, made a deep imptession on
the boy, and as the old man spoke of the great
love of his mother and happy days of his child-
hood, “there passed in fleeting panorama before
Sundar’s mind all the happiness of his old
home, and the love that had sheltered his early
days. His tears, says his bic)g‘t‘apl;er, scorched
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this cheéks, 'whilst a mighty struggle went on
in his heart. Buthewasnot left to struggle
.alone, for he felt the presence of One who
-stood by him and reinforced his  soul's
‘resolve to take up his Cross and follow
Him. N
A GREAT Vow

During the hard days of hissearch after God,
.Sundar had made a vow that if God would
lead him into peace, he would sacrifice all that
life could offer him. And now the day had
.come when he could make an utter self-
“surrender for Jesus Christ. He had long felt
drawn to the life of a sadhu, and knowing what
-such a life = involved, he willingly made the
final sacrifice for it. His books and personal
belongings ‘were soon  disposed of, and on
‘October 6, 1905, just thirty-three days after
his baptism, he adopted the simple saffron robe
‘that was to mark him off for all timeas one
‘vowed to a religious life. With bare feet and
no visible means of support, but with his New
Testament in his hand, Sadhu Sundar Singh set
‘out on the evangelistic campaign thathas
lasted to this day.. ]

[
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A WANDERING SADHU :

. From 1905 until about 1911, Sadhu Sundar-

Singh wavered as to his precise scope of
field preaching and Ilabour, He wandered:
aimlessly through Patiala and other parts of
the Panjab, Kashmir and Afghanistan preach--
ing in the open air and individually exhort-
ing. He had immediately after Baptism and
in spite of his youth 'deliberately adopted the-:
saffron robe of the Sad/une. | A certain maturity
‘of religious experience determined this step,.
and it has been the means of introducing his
religion to communities that had until his-
entrance been rigidly and continuously
closed to all Christian influence. The most
remarkable feature of Sadhu Sundar Singh's
labotirs among the varied races of Northern:
India, Tibet and other allied countries has been:
the influence exerted upon the religious teach-
ers and guides of these several communities..
The history  of indigenous religious effort in
India, if not in the East, discloses no move-
ment so fruitful in  result among the priestly-
classes. In Tibet, Sadhu Sundar Singh had
found ready listeners among  the Lamas:
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scattered throughoutthe invulnerable monas-
teries of that priest-ridden land. Similarly, the-
Sanyasi mission and the conversations with
rishis in Western Tibet afford an instructive-
~ example of this distinctive feature of Sadhw
Sundar Singh's work. What effect it will have:
is another matter., But the point for remark is.
that Sadhu Sundar Singh has peculiar aptitudes.
for preaching to the priestly classes on account
of his ascetic connections. '
After his retarn from Tibet, he had a great
desire to go to Palestinein the belief that to see-
the place where his Saviour had lived and died'
would inspire him to fuller and better service,
But when he reached Bombay, he found it
impracticable, so in 1909, he returned to N orth.
India through the Central Provinces, preaching:
as lie went.
PREPARING FOR THE MINISTRY
Soon ‘after, Sundar Singh underwent a
course of studies at St. John's Divinity
College, Lahore, The years 1909 and 1910
were spent in study, and during vacation time,
he continued his evangelistic work as hereto-
fore. It was now that he, with Mr. Stokes of
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Kotgarh, inaugurated’ the Brotherhood  of
Service. And like the great English preacher
. John Wesley, ‘ the Sadhu looked upon the

world as his parish, and he preached every:
where and to all who would gwe ‘heed to his
Message.’ :

A PREACHER QF THE CI;IURCH BUT OB

; ‘NO DENOMINATION :

In 1911, Sadhu Sundar Singh finally decxded
with the full approval of his Diocesan
i(Bishop Lefroy) to launch out as an independent
religious preacher subsisting on the alms of his
hearers. ' But Sadhu Sundar Singh has been
careful to almost  invariably  ingist upon his
«converts being admitted through Baptism into
the Christian Church. He has no predilec-
tions for any particular Church; but directs
each convert to the nearest Mission station,
Such a course of conduct implies self-abnega-
tion which is by no means a distinctive
«element in the character of most independent
preachers.  Some of Sadhu Sundar Singh's
converts have followed the example of their
leader. Kartha Singhis the most conspicuous
-example, and it is noteworthy that, like Sadhu
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nature of the 'influence exerted by Sadhu
Sundar Singh can be guaged by the fact that
‘he was assiduous in his labours not only in
far-away Tibet but also in his home in Patiala.
In this respect, Sadhu Sundar Singh stands:
~ alone and unique among most, if not all, indi-
| genous preachers of modern times. The secret
 of Sadhu Sundar Singh's success is two-fold. In
the first place, he is a real and true Sadbu. He
_ has relinquished wealth and power for Christ.
He has no home except where he resides for the
time being. He has no ambitions to found a
Church as a distinctive body of ' Christians,
~ Secondly, he has no denominational prejudice
_ although he believes in Church organization
and in the Sacraments. His preaching is based on
personal experience. He believesin the power
of the Bible to carry conviction to the minds of
his hearers. From a mere provincial or local
worker, his influence has naturally and inevita-
bly developed into a natural feature. He
is unaffected in manner conscious of
nothing but the message he feels charged to
impart.
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TRAV}?LS NIRRT
‘ Sadhu Sundar Singh went to leet in tbe_
‘hot weather of 1913 and returned to. Northern
India for the cold season. Here he chanced
upon one whom he calls the Maharishi of
‘Kailash, an aged saint in meditatien on the in-
-accessible heights of the Himalayas. The Sadhu
gives a thrilling account of his experiences
with the “Maharishi.” Early next year, he was
in Bengal, and by the end of the year he had
traversed Nepal, Sikkim, Kashmir and Bhutan.
We have no space here to detail his experien-
cces of travel in -these parts, his great experi-
‘ment in fasting, his imprisonment and the
miracles he is reported to heve wrought
‘among the mountain folks of Northern India.
IN MADRAS AND SOUTH INDIA
Early in 1918, without any idea of the

protracted tour in front of him, the Sadhu
_camne down to Madras intending to visit a few
‘places before starting for Tibet. But his fame
had preceded him, and invitations poured  in
\’upon him from all over South India.  An offer

" ~oluntaml_‘,f made by a gentleman in Madras to
act as interpreter for a few weeks caused
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%ﬁ‘m to alter‘his ‘plans. and to accept a prc‘).‘{ k
gramme whmh eventually included Travancore
< and Ceylon.
Every day fresh entreaties reached him
from all directions, and out of them grew.‘
that great evangelistic tour not only through
‘the South and Ceylon, but also Burma, the
' Federated Malay States, China and Japan,
‘ TRAVELS IN THE EAST
' In the cosmopolitan cities of Rangoon,
' Singapore and Penang, the large audiences
were perhaps as mixed in race, status and
language as anywhere in the world. Here the
‘Sadhu came in contact with Chinese, Japanese,
' Malaye, Europeans and various Indian peoples,
and his addresses were usually translated by
two interpreters. Urdu, Burmese, Bengali,
Tamil, Telugu, Chinese and English were the
means ot communication, whilst business men
of different races, army men, clerics and
government officials took the chair or shared
the same platform with him.
After an extensive tour in China and Japan,
the Sadhu returned to Kotgarh, But the call
-of Tibet was insistent and once again in 1919
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he found himself preaching the Gospel inv
various places of Tibet. it
VISIT 1O ENGLAND (1
Meanwhile, his friends were persuading h’i‘r‘n‘
to go to England. Towards the end of 1919
his good father - made truce - with him and
‘even gave him his passage money. :Th“e’
Sadhu left Bombay by the City \of Cairo
on January 16, 1920. The ship stopped at
‘few ports on the way. On Sundays he was:
asked to conduct services for all on board, and
_ on February 10 he arrived at Liverpool and
was met by friends. Two days afterwards he
found himself in the home of Dr. Rendel
Harris in Manchester. i

. The Westminster Gazette, a leading London
paper; under the heading ‘A Remarkable Visi-
tor to London’, on March 10th published the-

following : ! ‘

Without irreverence, Sadhu Sundar Singh, who is
now on a mission to Christian England, may be
described as the nearest approach inthe flesh to the
best pictures of Jesus. His amile irradiates a strong
Bastern face, and when he unbends, ap with little

% ehildren, he becomes a winsome personality and im-

mediately wins their confidence. This morning as he
entered | the little room of the Cowley Fathers I
thought I had never seen a more remarkable Hastern
figure. His hair and beard are black—a soft glossy
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lack ~and the skin is & wonderfully clear olive. His
.garb is that of the Indian ascetic, and his tall, manly
Hfigure adds dignity to the flowing robes, Oa his feat
. were sandals, which however are discarded in hisown
-country. ‘We have our castes, in India, he explained
to me, ‘our high castes and our low castes. and people
-do not understand you if you say that having em-
braced Cbor.mtianity you belong to this sect or to that.
They think it is another ouste. [ am free to go aay-
where, and there is no barrisr of sect.’ j

. He is careying out his principles ia England in a
motable manner High Churchman like Father Bull
and Bvangelical Churchman like the Rev, Oyril
Bardsley are associated with his visit. The Bishop of
London ia to preside over a mesting of Loudon clergy
when Sadhu Sundar Singh wili speak. At the same
time he is mpeaking in Westminster Chapel for
Dr. Jowett and in the Metropolitan. Tabernacle for
the Baptists. He is just teaching Western peoplaths
strue Catholie spirit feom Bastern lipw.

The Sadhu then went to Cambridge. and as
at Oxford besides other meetings, he addressed
one for undergraduates at Trinity College. Re-
turning to London he fuifilled some engage-
ments for the V. M. C. A., spoke at the Annual
Meeting of the London City Mission, the
‘Central Missionary Conference forGreat Britain,
went down to Brighton and thence to France to
address the meeting of the Paris Evangelical
Missionary Society.

On April 1st, he occupied the pulpit of Dr,
Jowett at Westminster, who introduced him

with  the words, ‘I feel it an exceptional
23
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A ‘honom‘ to have besxde ‘me in my pu]pxt a N*w
tive Christian fmm Indna, who has been 30‘,‘,}

“mamfestly blessed m Christian. work.”

| The Sadbu had a crowded programme i
‘ England He spoke at the Albert Hall under
' the auspices of the Church Missionary Society
 and again at thw Queen'’s Hall where thousands
; _‘had gathezed to listen to the eastern myetw .
L who qpol»:e in parables like the apostles. ‘
o IN AMERICA :
D1 Jowett xmd other«: mtroduced thw &adhu
tothe American people, and an mtereqtmg
i American programme was sketched out for
L him. On May 30th the Sadhu was at the Union
Theologrm] Seminary in New York. Then
followed engagements in Hartford, Baltimore,
Pittston, Princeton University, Brank Presby-
.terian Church, New York, the Marble Collegi-
ate: Church, Broolflyn, Phdadelphu, Boston
and other cities.  On June 25th he went to the
‘Silver Bay Students’ Conference, and spent
four days addressing eight‘hundréd students
‘and their leaders. Early in July he was in
Chicago, and passed on to Jowa, Kansas and
other places, ﬁnayllry‘ arriving at San Franeisco
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. where his Joumey and  work in Ameuca
~ended i it
L . Whilst in Amenca the ‘Sadhu met  with
. several of the chief religious leaders, amongst
whom were Dr. Fosdick and Dr. Robert Speer,
He was also entertained in one place by Mrs.
Stokes, the mother of his friend ‘and fellow-
Tsadhn of former days. |
IN AUSTRALIA

‘On July 30th 1920 the Sadhu left America
for Australia. On August 10th he landed in
‘Sydney, and for a week he held meetings in
‘churches, chapels and the University build-
ings. A Sydney paper commenting on one.
(ameeting said -

. ‘One could never forget Tussday morning, Augult
lﬂth when the Sadhu walked into the grounds of St.
Andraw- Cathedral to address a meeting of 700 clergy
and others in the Chapter Homs. [t was the nearest
«gonoeption one could form of what our Lord must
have been like when he walked the strests of Holy Uity
-old, for the very presance of the Sadhu brought with it
‘an atmosphere of things Christlike. . . and daring the
twenty minutes he was upaakmg. there was not a
#ound. And now he bas gone back to his own laud,
‘but ere he went he left us a new vision of the Ch rmtmn
Baviour,!

He spent his 31st birthday in Adelaide, and
spoke at Melbotirne, Perth and Fremantle to
darge and enthusiastic gatherings.
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BACK 1o, INbIA AND TIBLI‘
The Sadhu amved at Bombay on Sepe 2D
In 1921 he left for  Tibet again wnha.
 donation from his father towér‘ds*his ‘humani-
tarian and. evangel’i‘cai work, ‘

i . To EUROPE AGAIN

On his return to India he was pressed thﬁ
invitations for another tour to Europe. Priorto "
his departure he stayed for a couple of days with.
~ Mahatma Gandhi in his ashram, and on January
29, 1922, he embarked for England. He visited
Jerusalem and Cairo, passed through important
centres in Switzerland and Germany,  Sweden
and Norway, Denmark and Holland. In.
- England he took part in the Keswick Conven-
tion when he preached a sermon.

Insistent calls to Finland, -Russia, Italy,
Greece,‘Pormgal, Servia, Roumania, the West
Indies, America and New Zealand, had also to
be declined and an immediate return to India
following the Keswick Convention was arrang-
ed for.

Witk Tue EMPRESS OF RuUSSIA

Arrived in Denmark the Sadhu spent three
days in Copenhagen, and besides speaking at
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several meetmgs he received a it visit the-
Dowager Empress of Russia at the King's:
palace, and on  May 27th a remarkable inter-
view took place. At its close when the Sadhu
rose to go, Her Imperial Majesty desired himto-
bless her.  With humility he replied that he:
was not worthy to bless anyone, siace his.
hands had once torn up the Scriptures, but
that His pierced Hand alone could bless her:
or anyone. ‘ ; S
' IN INDIA AGAIN
On his return to India by the end of the year
he was advised to take some rest from constant
_evangelical work, The cool air and the quiet
of the Himalayas having restored his health,
the Sadhu began his preaching tour, visiting
important ‘centres in northern and western.
India. In the ‘uprmtf of 1923, he visited his old .
home at Rampur, and on April 10 wrote ;-
‘My father died in Rampur. 1 am not.
sorry, because I shaﬂ see him again in glory..
He passed away as a Christian. My separa-
tion is only bodily and for a short time.”
A PREACHER IN PARABLES
A word must must now be said of the power
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and persuasmene«ss of the Sadhus ‘utterances.
Wherever he goes. he carries about him. the“
spell of a magnem, personahty Apart from

ithe  respect which the Sadhu robe always
wmmands ina cmmt:y like Ind:a, the Sadhu
. has the appearance of a truly venerable ascetic.

“No one can look upon him for the first: time ;
without being struck by his close lnkeneSs
1o the traditional, portrait of  Christ,” ' His
utterances are simple, direct, personal He
~does not philosophise, much less does he
engage in vapid eloquence or tiresome rhetoric,
‘Whether in English or.in  Urdu he speaks the
«simple language of the Bible and his talk is
-always interspersed with' parables and allego-
ries.

And his 'simple narration of spiritual
-experiences touches the imagination ‘of the
listener as no eloquence u:mld do. THE DAILY
“CHRONICLE wrote :—

The seoret of this man's power lies in his utter self-
abandonment to a high ideal .....It is surely a token
-of good thal we of the West, who are so obsessed with
the materialistio sprivit of tha age, have ceme in close
‘contact with one who ncaad- for the supremacy of the
up:ritua]

_An English divine trily remarked
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L Tba Sadhu is perhaps the first of the mew apostles:
ko rekindle the fire on dymg altars, ‘

A TI\UE MIS‘%IONARY

Sadhu ‘Sundax Smgh has been a nmmonary
in the truest sense of the word. He deliber:
ately selected regions hitherto unreached by
_ foreign Mission bodies. Tibet, = Kashmir,
. Nepal, Bhutan, the upper reaches of the

'Hitnalayas, these have been his fields, Nor:

' can it be said that he had chosen easy sphex'és..
He hask‘undergOne‘ perseéutidn and torture-
in no ordinary degree. IHe has faced death
more than once. Like St. Paul he carries on:
his body the marks of his devotion to the
Master. But he is a missionary-—a “‘bringer of
‘gﬂod'jtidings”'wnothing more. He has no
particular message to the organised indigenous
churches beyond that which every Christian
preacher carries—devotion to Christ.

' Sadhu  Sundar  Singh in his life and
preaching conveys a great lesson to the
.indigenous Church,  Although intensely
nationalistic in  his = outlook and in his
preachmg, he has no hatred of the foreigner.
Like St. Paul, he is international in his vision.
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His Chn»tnan exper‘iem:e has enabied hzm to

transcend the petty bounds of colour tabe

and caste, He is a tme mnyasm in this
-respect. Foreign mlssxo&:auex Would do Well to
cultivate this spirit. )

Extraordinary success in soui—wi’rming“has
mot altered the Man or his Message.  His
message appeals equally to the priest and the
Aaymen, to the Hindu and the Christian,
Among western audiences, he has left a great
impression because of a purely oriental pre-
-sentation of Chtist. Prayer constitutes an
important element in his teaching and .per-
- -sonal life.

It is claimed that Sadhu Sundar Singh is a
?C,hnstmn‘mysttc, but it does not appear that
St. John has influenced him much either in his
preaching or in his interpretation of the
“Christian life.  St. Panl and St Peter would

‘appear to be more closely akin in view-point to
Sadhu Sundar Singh than any other of the
Apostles : B

Fn--t Edition, 1100 copies, Apri! 1928, Printed by
G Ay Natesat & Co.. Madras,



L AD[RS OF IHE BRAHM() SAMAJ

BEING A RECORD OF THE LIVES AND ACHIEVE-

fmms OF ‘THE PIONEERS OF THE BRAHMO MOVEMENT,

HISTORY of the Brahmo Samai was published
in two admirable volames by the late Pundit

. Bivanath Saﬂtrl It was hisg further desire to supple-

'ment these volumes with a third giving the lives‘of‘
Brabmo leaders. But the Pundit did not live to do it.

' The present volume may be said to fulfil the Pundit's

aim—in a way. For it contains & record of the doings

of Brahmo leaders since the days of Raja Ram Mohun
‘Roy ; that is to may, it is a narrative of the soocial,
' religious, educational and philanthropio activities of
" the pioneers of the Brahmo movement. Now pioneers

and reformers have ever lived a life of courage and
devotion and their self-denying services to their fellow-

mmen cannob but be an inspivation to those who come

after them. Apavt from itd biographical interest the

 volume is enriched with an exposition of the philogo-

phy and tenets of Brahmoism as interpreted by the
leaders who preached and made the new faith popular,

| Therse are also copious extracts from their writings

and speeches which must add qona;derably to the

“walue of this publication.

CONTENTS ~~Raja Ram Mohun Roy, Maharshi
Devendranath Tagore, Eesav Chandra Sen, Pratap-
ghandra Mazumdar, Sasipada Baneriji, Ananda Mohan
Bose and Pundit Sivanath Sastri.

With Seven Portraits.
First Edition. Price Re. 1-8. To Subs. of “I.R.” Re,1-4.

8 Bools are given af concession rates only to subse
eribers of * The Indian Review,” Any one who wishes
to buy books ut concession rates musi remit Rs. Five »

one year's subscription to the Review in adyance,

(. A, Natesan & Co,, Publishers, George Town, Madras.



‘Raja Ram Mohun Ro |
/' HI$ LIFE, WRITINGS AND SPEECHES ;
i WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL sibmom
mHIS is the first atbempt to colleot under one cover
A the voluminous writiogs of Ram Mohun Roy.
They deal with religion, social reform, politics, educa~
tion, law and administrati¢>n—~to the discussion of
: swhich he brought a m,imd.tmined,in the best culturqg of
the Kant and West, The Volume opens with a lengthy
. biographical sketch recounting the story of his life
and achievements and in particular the establishment
rof the Brahmo Hamaj of which he was the founglér. It
.onds with his own modest auto-biography which he
‘wrote at the request of an Tnglish friend. The book

s invaluable to publicists and reformers, e

: . Contents ;—Biographical  Bketch;  Suttee—The
¥ Burning of Widows; The Character of Hindu
 Women: Suttee and the Shautras; Addressto Lord

William Bentinck; Petition to the Kouse of Com-

yimons; The Rights of Women; Freedom of the Press;

Memorial to the Supreme Court; Appeal to the King-

in-Counvil; English HWducation in India; Religious
Toleration s Prospects of Christianity in Indis ; Rights

«of a Hindu Over Ancestral Property according to

' Law ; The Revenue System of India; The Indian Pea-

wantry: The Judicial Syatem of India; Settlement in

India by Europeans: Regulations 11T of 1820. Address
to British Unitarians; Autobiographical Sketeh.

Cloth Bound, Re. 3. To Bubs. of “I. R." Ra, 2-8,

‘Lendors of the Brohme Samaj. Being a record of
4he lives and achievements of the pioneers of the
Brahmo movement, with Seven Portraits. Price Re.1-8,
To Subscribers of the * Indian Review.’ Re. 1-4 as.

4% Books' are given at concession rates only to subs-
L.oribers of * The Indisn Review,” Any one who wishes
t0 buy books at concession rates must remit Re. Five
one year's subscription to the Review in advance.

G A. Natesan & Co.,Publishers, George Town.,n@dé“




miﬂﬁ‘fﬁobﬁ‘l‘t a welcome addition to the biographi-
cal literature now extant in India touching the
. Mives and achievementa of many Mussalman patriots
_who have in recent yesra contributed to the intellec-

tual and social advancement of their countrymen.

| Among such leaders have been reformers, statesmen
judges, eduoationists, lawyers and politicians. Com-
‘mencing from Sir Hyed Ahmed, the story is brought
“dovrn to thin day. ‘ )

i " CONTENTS ;

VL Among the sketches in this volume are :—Sir Syed
Ahmed, Sir Salar Jung, Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk,
Badruddin  Tyabji, Rahimtulla Mahomed Sayani,

| ‘Byed Mahmood, 8yed Amir Ali, The Aga Khan, 8ir
Muhammad Shafi, Six Al Ima‘{% Syad Haman Imam,

ninent Mussalmans:

‘Hakim Ajmal Khan, Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola,

. Sahibzada Aftab Ahmad Khan, Syed Husain Bilgrami, .

wJustice Shah Din, 8ir Mahomed Igbal, Sir Mukammad

Habibullah, Sir Abbas Ali Baig, Mahomed Ali J innah,

iBir Abdur Rahim, Me, Hydari, & The Ali Brothers,
b With the Portraits of all

: Ol M, Gazefte—To got a decently bound, olearly
iprinted volume of 544 pages, with 33 illustraiioas, all
: for three rupees is excellent and an example to English
publighing houses. ‘

Ra. 8. To Bubs. of * Indian Review,” Ra. 2-8 an,

g

Yemples Churches & Mosques. By Mr. Yakub
Hasan. Giving a kaleidoscopic view of the world’s
architecture and a study in comparative religion. With
168 illustrations. Re, 1-8, To Subs, of “I. R.” Ra.1-4.

¥ Books are given at concesmion raten only to subs-
oribers of ‘' The Indian Rview.” Any one who wishes
' to buy books at concession rates must remit Rs. Five
one year's subacription to the Review in advance,

‘G.A.Nnténan & Co,, Publishers, George Town, Madras.




" |from Ramanand to Ram Tiram‘.(gL
' LIVES OF THE SAINTS OF NORTHERN INDIA:
INCLUDING THE SIKH GURUS. ‘

i HIE nétw book, as ite title suggeatm, ,racountlw the
lives and teachings of the Saints of Northern

India from Remanand to Ram Tirath, It includes
sketohes of Ramanand and Kabir, Nanak and the
Hikh Gurus, of Ravi Das the Chamar Saint, of
Mira Bai the amcetic gueen of Chitor, Vallabha-
charya, Tulasi Das, Virajanand, Dayanand the
founder of the Arya Samaj and Swami Rama
Tivath. * ® * * Bome of the rapturous songs
and hymuos of the Vernaculars are to be found in
the ecstatio utterances of Mira Bai, of Nanak
.and Kabir, The skotohes contain ample quofa«
tions from these hymns as well as from the say-
ings and teachingy of Dayananda and Ram Tirath,
' : Price Re. 1.8,

To Subseribers of the ‘‘Indian Review.'' Re, 1-4,

HINDUISM

BABU GOVINDA DAS.

®N this remarkable treatise Babu Covinda Das, the:
"?g well-known writer and Sanskrit scholar depicis
the character and genius of Hinduism through the
conturies,  The book deals with, the sources of
Hinduism, its fundamantal teachings, its rites and'
‘custorns, and it will be found invaluable to students of
comparative religion, social reformers and legislators,

(loth bound 450 pages,
Rs. 3. To Subs, of the ‘' Indian Raview,”’ Ra. 2-8,

$& Books are given at concession rates only to subs-
cribers of * The Indian Beview," Any one who wishes
f0 buy books at concession rates must remit Rs. &
one year's subscription to the Review in advance.

G, A, Natesan & Co,, Publishers, George Town, Madras.



~Temples, Churches and Mosques
| By Ma, YAKUB HASAN

\®N  this remarkable volume Mr. Yakub Hasan has ‘

~ | attempted to give a kaleidomcopic view of the
world's architecture. The author describes the evolu~
wion of the simple altar of the primitive man into the
. magnificent temple and church architecture of medig-
val times. He takes us through the Chaldean to Homan,
‘Greook and Hegyptian teniples, to Buddhist Monuments
and the temples of the ¥ar Hast in all their variety
and aplendour; to Soloman’s temple and the Kaaba
at Mecca; to the coming of the Messiah and the
. ‘magnificent Cathedrals of Mediasvel Europe; to the
birth of Mahomed and the Mosque architecture of
Bgypt and Turkey and Spain; and finally to the beauti-
iful Moghul architecture of Hindustan. HEvery style
of Temple, Church or Mosque architecture is described
«at length to the accompaniment of no less than 68
Allustrations, the masterpieces of the world’s architeo~
ture. A valuable study in comparative Religion.

Swarajva : A useful companion to the lay reader.
.New India: A very remarkable production.
Telegraph: Highly interesting and richly informing.

Price Re, 1-8. To Subs. of “ 1. R.” Re. 1-4,

T

India’s Untouchable Saints
BY MR. K. V. RAMASWAMI, B.a.

In this book are presented the lives of four notable
-waints that have sprung from what are called the “ un-
‘souchable” classes of India. These saints appeared in

different parts of the country : Nanda in South India,
RaviDasin Oudh, Chokamelain Maharashtra, and Hari
“Dam Thakur in Bengal. This iy an inepiring booklet.

*Price, An. 6 To Subsoribers of the Review, ds, 4.

£ Books are given at concession rates only to subas-
oribexs of “ The Indian Review,” Any one who wishes
o buy books at concession rates must remit Rs. Five
. one year’s aubsoription to the Review in advance.

CGAL N aﬁesan & Co., Publishers, George Tov_vu. Madras.




)20 UNIFORM CLOTH-BOUND VOLUMES
SPEECHES AND WRITINGS OF
Rasa Ram Monuny Rovy, | U

Mufs, BAROJIND Naipu. Han

THE RT. HON. SRINIVASA SASTRI,

/Bin J. O, BOsSE.

DR, P, O, Rax,

ANNIE BRSANT, o

Tur Rr. Hown, LORD SINHA, ~

BWaMl VIVEKANANDA, 6th Kdition.

DADABHALI NAOROJL. 2nd Hdition,

Sir WinLraMm WEDDERBURN,

MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA,

M. K. GrANDHL  Third Hdition.

SURENDRANATH BANERJEE.

BIn DINSHAW Waomal ‘ |

‘ Price of each Vol Rs. 3 (Three). ‘

' To Subscribers of the * Indian Review,” Ra. 2-8 am

GoPAL KRISHNA GOEHALE, j
3rd Bdition. Price Ra. 4. To Subs. of “ I, R.” Rs. 3-8,
. UNIFORM WITH THE ABOVE. :

Eminent Mussalmans, Biographical sketches of Mus--

lim Statesmen, Poets, Reformers, Jurists, Education~
iste and Politicians, Re. 3. To Bubs. of “L.R." Ru, 2-8

Hinduism. By Babu Govinda Das. Price Re. 3. To
Subscribers of the “ IR, Ra, 2-8.

Indian National Evolution. A Survey of the origin
and progress of the Indian National Congress. By
A. O. Mazumdar. Rs. 3. To Sube.of * 1. R.” Rs. 2-8,

The Governsuce of India. By Babu Govinda Das,
Prico Rs. 3. To Bubsoribers of the “LR.” Ra. 284

The Mission of Our Master. Essays and Discourses
by the Hastern and Western Disciplesof Ramakrishna
and Vivekanasda, Bs, 3. To Subs. of “I. R Ra. 2-8.

ann o s

8 Books are given at concession rates only to subs-
oribers of “The Indian Review.” Any one who wishes:
%o buy books at concession rates must remit Rs. Five
ong years subscription to the Review in advance.

@.A. Natewan & Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras,

L
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toachings of the Saints of Northern India including
the Sithumu, Re. 1-8. To Subws. of “ I R.” Re, 1-4.

Sri Krishnn's Messages and Revelations. By
Baba Bharati. Price 8 As, To Subs. of “I1. R.” 6 Ag.

Light o Lifs. Siz Discourses by Baba Prenmixah&
Bharati. Re. One. To Subs, of the'“ . R,\ 12 As,

Hinduism. A Handbook of the Hindu relizion. By
Babu Goyinda Das. Rs. 3. T'o Subs. of “I. R.” Re. 2-8,

Essentials of Minduism, An. 12, To Bubscribers
. of “Indian Review.”' As, 10. !

The Bhagavad-Gita, With the Text in Devanagari
and an HEpglish Trenslation by Aunie Bosant. As. 4.

The Three Great Acharyas. Sankara, Ramanuja
and Madhwa: A study of their Lives and Times and
their Philosophy. Rs. 2. To Subs, of I, R."” Re, 1-8.

The Life and Teachings of Buddha, By A. Dharma-
pala. Price As. 12. 2nd Edn. To Subs. of “1I,R.,” A 8.

Sri Sanknrachar&a'u Seléct Works. The Text im
Banskrit and an Bnglish Translation. By S. Venkat- .~
ramanan. Rs. 2/ To Subs. of “I. R.” Re.1-8.

TheVaishnavite Reformers ofIndia.Critical Sketches
of their Lives and Writings, By T, Rajagopalachariar,
M.A,, B.L, Price Re. 1. To Subscribers of “I. R.” As. 12,

Bwami Vivekananda's Speeches and Writiogs. With
four Portraits, 6th Edn. Re. 3. Subs. of “I. R " R 2.8,

' The Mission of Our Master. Essays and Discourses
by the Kastern and Western Disciples of Ramakrishna
and Vivekananda. Rs 8. To Subs of ¥ I. R, Rs, 2:8.

Aspects of the Vedanta, By varions writers, Third
Edition. Re. 1, To Sabscribers of “I.R.” Re, 1-8,

Mnitreyi: A Vedic Story. By Pandit Sitanath
Tattvabbushan., Price As. 4.

# Books are given at concession rates only to subs-
oribers of “The Indian Review." Any one who wishes
to buy books at concession rates rmust remit Rs. Five
one year's subscription to the Review in advance,

G.A. Natesan & Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras.




”):184 lNDIAN TALES 'L
FUN FOLLY AND FOLK—LORE

i OOLLECTION OF TH®

 Tales of Tennali Raumn, Mariada Raman, Raja
Birbal, and of Komati Wit andWmdom, "fhe Sons
in-law Abroad, New Indian Tales, Tales of Raya
.Appaji, and Folklore of tho Telugus. 184 Tales in all, |
847 Bight booklets in one volumg.“m

Price Re.1-4, To Subs. of the I, K. Re. One.

i

e et 2

/. ANDIAN ARTS, INDUSTRIES & AGRICULTURE

Indisn Industrial and Ecovomie Problems, By,
Prof. V. G. Kale, Bs. 2. To Subs. of “I R." Re.l- 8.

L Essays on Indian Economics, By Mahadev Govind
Ranade. Rs. 2. To Subs.of“L R.” Re, 1- 8

Endustrial Indin. By Glyn Barlow, M.A, Becond
Edition. Re. 1. To Subscribers of the * I, R.” An. 12,

The Swadeshi Movement, A Symposium. S%aond
Rdition, Re. 1-4. To Subs. of the **1, B." Re. 1,

Agricultural ¥ndustries fin India. By Seadick R.
Sayani, Re. 1, To Subscribers of the ‘I, R.” As, 12.

Lift-1prigation. By A. Chatterhon. Second Hdition.
Ra. 2. To Subnoribers of “I, R Re. 1-8.

The Improvement of Indian Agnculture Some
T.essons from America, By Catheryne Singh. Second
Edition, Price Re. 1. To Subs.of “I. R.” As. 12.

ARG Sy

BT Books are given at concession rates only t0 subse-
cribers of “The Indian Review,” Any one who wishes
_ to buy books at concession rates must remit Re. Five
.one year's subseription to the Review in advacce.

| (@, A. Natesan & Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras.
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lNDlAN HOME RULE
BY

MA.HATMA GANDHLI.

It is certainly my good fortune that thiz booklet
-of mine is receiving wide attention. Inmy opinion
it iz a book which can be put into the hands of a
tchild. It teaches the gospel of love in the place of
‘that of hate. Itreplaces violence with self-sacrifices
It pits moul force against brute force. Ithas gune
through several editions and I commend it to thone
who would care to read it. I withdraw nothing
excopt one word of it, and thatin deference to a
dady friend.” (Mr. Gandhi in the Young India.)

A new Popular Bdition, Price As. 8. Eight.
To Hubscribers of the “ Indian Review,” As. 6,

BUREAUCRATIC GOVERNMENT

A STUDY IN INDIAN POLITY
By BERNARD HOUGHTON, 1,0 5. (Retd),

THIS ia the first Indian Edition of this well-known
work., Mr, Houghtdn examines tho present posi~
tion coritically. ltis a book of great topical interest.-

Price Re, 1-8 as. To Subs. of ““I. R.'’ Rs. 1-4 ag.

¥ Books are given at concession rates only to subs-
-gribers of " The Indian Review," Any one who wishes
to buy books at concession rates must remit Rs. 5, !
«ome. year's subscription to ths Review in advance.

G. A. NATESAN & CO,, PUBLISHERS, MADRAS




Natesan's ‘Nﬂtlﬂﬂﬂl’y‘ Bmgmphms_ L

¢ ‘lographical and oritioal skeﬁebah of Emwenﬁ‘“

. A Indiang and friends of In&ia including those of States-

- men, Congress Presidents and Politicians, Brahmo-
Leaders and Social Reformers, Hminent Mussalmans

i ‘and Parsee«, Inﬂlan Judges, uoxenmtn. and Poefbs..

Hamdy Umftmn Volumed with Pox-truits. ‘

Dadabbai Naoroji
Sir Py M. Mebta
Burendranath Banerjee
Romesh O. Dutt
8ir N. . Chandavarkar
Sir Dinshaw Wacha |
(. K. (fokhale !
. Bir Rash Behari Ghose
. Madan Mohan Malavya
R, N. Mudholkar
| Lord Sinha’
Motilal Nebm
Lala Lajpat Rai/
Byed Hasan Imam
) Kakim Ajmal Khan
Kristo Das Pal
Chiplunker ‘
M. K. Gandhi
Aurabindo Cthose
Bal Gangadhar Tilak
Rit. Hon, V, 8. Bastri
The Ali Brothers
Debendranath Tagore

‘Hanipads Banerii

Keshab Chundra Sen
Pratap Ch., Muzumdar
J. N, Tata

Prof. Kurve

Ranade -

Vidvasagar

Nawab Mohsin-ul-Mulk

Dewan ¢, Rangachariu
R Ragunabha Rao
Ghalib | |
Rabindranath Tagore
Bankim Chatterjee
Toru Dutt

 Michal Madhusndan Dutbe

Mrs. Sarojini Naidu

Sir J. U. Bose

8ir P. U. Ray

Kashinath Telang

Sir T, Muthugwami [yer
Sir 8. Subramania Iyer
Rir V. Bashyam Iyengar |
Sir Agutosh Mukerjee :

| & As. each, To Su‘bs. of “L.R." 3 as. each

FRIENDS OF IINID]IA SERIES-

Annie Besant
Lord Minto
Bradlaugh
Rev, Dr. Miller
Hdwin Arnold

AL (). Hune

Sir Jlenry Cotlon
John Bright
Nivedita

 Henry Fawcett .

Priced at FOUR ANNAS EACH.
To Subscribers of ' Indian Review,” As. 3.

G.A. Natesan &Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras.. =
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{rishna’s
MESSAGES AND REVELATIONS

i By BABA'BHARATIL..,

% HIS book of “ Messages and Revelations” is

published at the request of an American disciple

of the Baba. 1In the words of the Baba, ! This is the
purest Neotar of Spiritual Love. Let the reader open

" his heart to it and I am sure it will fill it with ecstasy,
The soulful reader will thrill with joyous vibrations.
of every sentence of tho * Messages and Revelationn.”

. Price Eight Aunas, ¥
To Subsoribers of the Indian Review, Bix as,

¥

BY THE SAME AUTHOR Y

Light on Life

%IX? Spiritual Discourses with an autobiographicals

skotoh. Contents: The Real Real Life: Have
you Loved? Do We Love? Thought Force; Sages,.
Saints and Sous of God. “An fnapiring book.” |,
Wi Price Re. One,. To Subs. of the [. R. 12 as,

 Essentials of Hinduis
~_ VIEWS OF LEADING HINDUS. .
A symposium bySir Guru Dass Banerjee, Kt Mr,
Satyendranath Tagore, I.C.8; Dewan Bahadur R.
Ragoonath Rao, €. 8.1; Rai Bahadur Lala Baijnath ;-
‘Dr. 8ir 8. Subramania Aiyar, K 0 LE, LLD; Babu
Bhagavan Das; The late Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer,
8.1 Rao Bahadue C. V. Vaidya ; Pandit Durga
Daita Josbi: Babu Govinda Dasg; Babu Sarada Charan
‘Mitra; Sir PratulChandra Chatterji,and several others, .
| Price As. 12, To Subscribers of the * L.R.,"” As.: 10,
85" Books are given at conocession rates only to ¥ubs-
ovibers of * The Indian Review,” Any one who wishes
to buy books at concession rates must remit Ras. Five |
one year's subscription to the Review in advauce,

'E.E;Ns.’tann & Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras+




_'HE‘V‘M\ISSIGNJ OF OUR MASTES
L e ND DISCOURSES .
BY THE EAS’I’ERN AND WES’I‘EF.N DIEGIFLES
OF RAMAnmsHNA«—vmmNmm .
BRAHMANANDA

VIVEKAN ANDA o |
ABHEDANAND A *@‘”mmmmnng /
TRIGUNATITA = TURYANANDA
' BODHANANDA @& ERIPANANDA
 VIRAJANANDA &£ BHARVANANDA
/NIVYEDITA S DRY AMATA
 MI8B WA LDO & PARAMANAND A

PR!NC!PAL (‘ONTEN‘FS

Histox‘ical Yvolution of India; The Comraon Basis
wof All Religions; Pre- Exmtenoe and Immortality ;
"Half-Mastery of a Saint; Poetry of the Vedan; Mis-
«wionaries in India; Ohmistxan and Hindu ; The Indinp
Bpics; Guru; Sankaraeharya ‘The: Ethw&l Tdeas of
‘the Hindus; The Hreat WorldnTeunhem, Zoroasters
Did Christ Teach a new Religion; Synthesis of
Hinduism; Confucine and his Philosophy; Lord
Buddha Relatmn of Buddhnm to Hinduism; ete. etc.

Swaraiya ¢ Co}leo&wu really worthy of preservaeion.
Service: The volume is bound to prove very populax.
e Price Re. 'qua.

W To Subsonbers of the " Indiaxn Ravmw, Ra. 2.8 an.

W e

JTH E BH A‘GAVA DGITA
WITH THE TEXT IN DEVANAGARI AND AN
ENeLIgH TRANSLATION BY ANNIE BESANT,
Price per copy, Annss Four.
Price of a smgle copy by V.P.P, is 7 (Seven) as.
2 copies RO Y :

3 copien we Re, 1-1 a4
4 copies . ... Rs. 1-6as.

25 It will be to' your advantage, therefore, to j
+#es include in yvour order one or more copies of the
7 (Hita or any of our.other cheup popular books,

L A’.’Natelan&Ob;'{.Bl.iblisharp,Qeawa Town, Madras.




INDIAN, ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN AND AMERICAN
Among the Orientalists Studled are : 8ir WilliamJonas,
Sir Charles. Wilkins, Colebrooke, Horace = Wilson,,
George Tournour, Fergusson, Rajendralal Mitra,
‘Telang, Bhau Daiji and Indeaji, Dr. Buhler,' Moniex:
Williaras, Max Muller, Sir John Fieet, Bdwin Arnold,.
Nivedita, Griffith, Whitney, Vincent Smith, Bal Ganga-
dhdr Tilak, Anundoram Barooah, Bhandarkar, Mac-
dopnel, A. B, Keith, Paul Deussen and Sylvain Levi.

SELECT PRESS OPINIONS,

The Times of India :—The biographics go right down,
to the present day and give a good deal of informa «
tion which is not eamily available.

The Leader :mIntérgsting and stimulating. i)

Price Re. 2. (Two). To Subs. of the I, R."” Re. 1-8,

The Indian Probles

" BY.C F.ANDREWS.
CoNTENTS -~ ladian Independence, India and the.

Empire. Non-Oo-opsration, Swadeshi Movemen t.

National Kducation. Drink and Opium Hvil. ete. etc.

Modern Review.—It has s handsome frontispiece,.
and gives, in a handy form, and'at a cheap price, the
writer’s views on the many questions now epgaging
the attention of the country. Of all Mr. Andrews’
views, those on Independence deserve the first place,.
as they ave the most outspoken and sincere expression
of a magnanimous soul saturated with sympathy,

Re. One, To Subs. of the “I, R.” As. 12,

82 Books are given at concession rates only to subs-
cribers of * The Indian Review,!' Any one who wishes
i

to buy books at concession rates must remit Rs, Five:
one year's subscription to ihe Review in advance,

G, A, Natesan & Co., Publishers, George Town, Madrasy

minent Orientalists.



SANKARA, RAMANUJA, AND MADHWA
&N attempt to bring under one cover eritical sketch-

es of the life and times of thews great religious -
leadern and an exposition of their Tespective systers
of thought and philosophy. '

'CONTRIBUTORS TO THE VOLUME,
Pandit Tatvabushan, Dr, Krishnaswami Alyangar,
Prof. M. Rangacharya, Mr. 0. N. Krishnaswami
| Aiyar, Prof. Rajagopalachari, and Prof. Subba Rau,
Rupees Two, To Subs, of ¥ I B." Rei 1-8

. BANKARA’S SELECT WORKS
. With Sanskrit Text and English Translation
’ By Mr. 8, VENKATRAMANAN, B,
Contents,—Hymn to Hari; The Ten Versed Hymu ;
Hymn to Dakshinamurti; Direct Realisation; The

Century of Verses; Knowledge of Belf ; Commentary
on the Text ; Definition of one's own self,

The main object of this‘invaluable publication is to
presént, in simple Knglish, some of the works of Sri
‘Sapkaracharya in which he tried o expound, in a
‘popular style, the ﬁhilasnphy of ‘the non-dualistic

 Vedanta of which he was the well-known founder.

_ Re, % To Subs. of the “ L R.” Re. 1-8 as,

pr——

THE SAINTS OF INDIA SERIES
F@HEEE lives aro all based on the original accounta
4®  and biographies in the several Indian languages.

Kach book also containe & special acoount of the
peculiar religious doctrines which each saint taught.

Dayaneswar Ekanath Namdev | ;
Vallabhacharya = Tukaram Vivekananda
Ramakrishua Nanda ¢ Nammalwap

Ram Tirath Appar ; Dayananda |

Priced at 4 ANNAS EACH.
To Subseribers of the  Indian Review,” 3 as,

\G.A Natesan & Co,, Publishers, George Town, Madras.



. If you have never subscribed to “THW
‘ INDIAN  REVIEW® & year's
| mubgeription (Rs. Five) will un-
. doubtedly  prove a profitable
. dnvestment, ‘ ;
THE INDIAN REVIEW * astimu- s
lates all. It is that class of publi- ‘ ?
cation which appeals equally to s
all classes of readers. It publishes
| every month an array of original
and striking contributions oo
affaire and men, by competant
writers and specialiste. Its chief
attraction is in the variety and
i copiousness of its contents. Poli-
tics. Meonomios, Industry, Commerce, Agriculture,
. Religion, Philosophy, Science, Literature, Biography
Cand Criticism are among it gpecial features, ‘

! ‘Sﬁnjvartman, Bombay.—Undonbtedly a gem of its
+kind and no cultured Tudian carss to be without ib.
L& A large and varied collection of 1
_Books on Indian Politios, Religion.
Philosophy, Industries, Arts, Agrie
voulture,  Heonomios, Biographies,
Spesches and Writings of Eminent
Indians and Friends of India are
given at gpecial concession ratem o
. mubsoribers of the ‘ Indian Review.” emf
PRESS OPINIONS -
Caleuita Review.—In matter it is
‘woluminous, and in scope wide. . . -
.., shows a wonderful catholicity,
Capitel~-1t is full of live articles.

Aduscate of India,—Onseof the bright-
wgst and most readable periodiculd.

Madras Mail, Has come to occupy
a prominentplace in the front rank of [ndian periodical
iliterature. Bombay Chronicle,.—Hxoellent Magazine.

'  Annusl Subn s India ¢ Rs, Five, Foreign : 10/« Sk, J
¥ Single copy As, 8. One Shilling. '

4% 1f you have never seen the Indian Review
send postage ‘atamps for annds Four only to
‘G, A, Natesan & Co, Madras, for a free specimen copy.

G, A Natenan& 0o, Publishers, George Town, Madrag.
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4 Cuarter of a Century’s Record.
_ An account of the many.sided activities of
India in the Political, Hoonomieal, Industrial,
Agricultural, Religious, and Social life of the
country ; Biographical and critical aketches of
the prominent men and women who have
played an active part in the making of modern
India. You have all thin in the volumes of the
Indian Review commencing from 1900. Qloth
bound 'and indexed. ' In these volumes you
have & copious and entertaining record of the
history of the last quarter of a century von-
tributed by a host of writers, European and
Indian, scholars, officials  and mnon-officials
politicians, gocial reformers and men of letbera,

A Veritable. Cyelopaedia. ‘
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THE INDIAN REVIEW
BOUND ,ANNUALQVO‘LUMES
For the following years,
1902 1907 1911 1915 1919 1923
1903 1908 1912 1916 1920 1924
1905 1809 1918 1917 1921 1923
1906 1910 1914 1918 1922 1926
A fow back volumes of  the Review meatly
bound in calico with index for the above-
mentioned years are available, Orders should
be accompanied with an advance of Ra, 10,

RUPEES EIGHT PER VOLUME.
G. &.’Natuaan & Co., George Town, Madras.
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