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o-ri .it number of tho M tr  of the nubility, n nay w ily  W  
■ imagined, that on «nch un occasion there was no lack ot festivals 

andwnnMnH.mtgjiu wluclt I  took .w>mc sh a re rs  1 tw» with a wry 
kin! reception owing, perhaps to my oriental costume.

From Toplit?: J returned to K roust idt, my n afhe country, 
in order to paus the carnival there among rri) relauotB. In .the 
spring of tV  year 1886, I went to Vienna, on particular business!, 
and I stayed there till the autumn. In the. Mmimer of fhe same 
veai, tin long-dreaded guest, Cholera, was raging in that 
Capital. 1 myself felt the first symptoms of that dreadful ami 
destroying epidemic. I had spasms and a diarrhoea ; I  dierefoie 
lost no time in apply ing ni. remedies, taking, every half .hour, a 

" homoeopathic dose of ipecacuanha. This .remedy proved quite 
efficacious, arid I  was fortunate enough to he entirely recovered 
in the space of six hours.

As there are many substitutes, for ipecacuanha, I  think u not 
supei Huiuis to men lion on this occasion, that it is only tin genuine 
drug that can produce the desired effect. 1 hat by which 
i m s .restored, was Tom Doctor Lch.umm. The ,gooff result 
which 1 experienced in myself and others, from adopting (he 
honKvepatbic ,yr>tpm, induced me to extend the practice to o 
l.i! g.T circle of patients. For that purpn i! t chose the capital 
of the Ottoman empire, which I thought particularly suitable, 
as it was at no g.-iat dim met; from my native country, and 
because I  was acquainted with the oriental languages, lialuts 
and manners. Besides That,: my pecuniary circumstances were 
rather embarrassed, as the*reader may ho aware, owing to the 
losses I had sustained in different countries, particularly, in 
Bokhara (by the Armenians) and in Russia (by my sahie transac
tions). T o carry out my plan, l petitioned fur o passport to 
Constantinople, which i obtained without any difficulty.

T departed from Vienna, passed'through Kronstadt and Buka-
rest for (1 alia?., where I  embarked, not as previously at Varna
in an open vcss'l, b u t in a steamer bound U* Constantinople. 
Contrary to my expectation, the plague was raging there at that 
time, ami the Europeans kept themselves shut tip i t  their houses, 
far from any contact with the world. Under suen iitciiitistaiiee.s,



I k id  no alternative bu t to wait for 'another opportunity. To 
cii» this with more comfort, 1 hired n small home on the shorts of 
the Bosphorus, in a village situated in the most pleasant part of 
that country, from which 1 enjoyed a beautiful prospect. On 
the very, evening o f  my taking posses* ion of the .cottage. I ..was 
called to attorn! a Greek lady living in my neighbourhood, who 
required'm y medical assistance. I was told that site had a fever.
I found her in bed, complaining of being uneasy and costive, 
accompanied with a headache*,, so I ordered her mi emollient 
clyster, which I myself was obliged to mkmrister, a- nobody 
could undertake to do it, But, to iny alarm, 1 was informed 
on the foliov-eg morning that she had died during the night 
of the plague, her husband having preceded Sier b u t a few 
days from the same complaint. The house of the deceased was 
immediately shut up. A t that time the qimmiuin'* establish
ments at Constantinople were still in their original state of organ
isation, my small house therefore remained free, and luckily' it 
was not infected with the plague. T he circumstance of my 
not being myself affected by i t— neither had . 1 conveyed it to 
my household— induced me to beli eve that .S had not any ..disposi
tion to be attacked by that pestilential disease.1 I  was also of 
opinion that ..the'.plague Was not contagious. In order to have 
some experience in tills matter, I 'tendered my services at -nice to 
the plague-hospital at Pera, where the poor patients Were left to 
their fate, as no. medical, assistance or, any other aid was to be 
had. W ithout any authority or permission, I attended them at 
my "own expense.. I proceed ed, to the satisfaction of all the 
attendants and patients, to  treat the infected according to the 
homoeopathic principle, end my endeavours were mostly crowned* 
with success. A ll this, effected by the most simple treatment, 
did not fail to. procure me, in a van short time, a ‘great repu
tation; so that, after the extinction o f the plague, and the 
abolition of all quarantine, I was in great, request among ..the 
most respectable private families, But, before I proceed to  prove 
the efficacy of the minute-'doses of homoeopathic medicines, l 
must first, speak of a special remedy, which prov ed .'very efficacious,
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: employed as a prophylactic or curative; avid, I  clave to say, with 
respect to ! ho plague, it might be Considmd as a specific.

.During ray .stay at Constantinople J frequently had. auoppor- 
. : iunity of piaffing (he observation that many individuals, wpeci- 

al’y .Armenian'-, wore a suing, to which was attached a befit?, 
called Slrycfniok Faba S i. fgnutii, a„, a preventi ve against the 
plague. Having been informed that this tjoan. was acknowledged 
to.be an eiteclivo one, 1 nr’nmnsterer i t  ire minute doses, as a. 
medicine, and that 'with the best success. The particulars will 
be .mentioned in the course of this work.

Among the above-mentioned pri vat • houses in which they 
relied on my medical skill, was that of M. Shabert, 1 be head 
of this respectable family had bom formerly invested with the 
office of English interpreter.

i t  i s : .the duty o i . a physician to have patience when lie. has 
occasion to attend old ladies; and thus I must crave the reader’s 
indulgence white, i relate what Mrs. Slxabort communicated to me. 
She, began thus.:--1* A young Greek stabbed rnv son with a 
stiletto; and, at the moment when he was about .to cry out for 
assistance, h eD feek , was so malicious as to thrust the .weapon 
into his mouth and cut ,i blood-vessel, from’ - which a violent 
bleeding ensued, and it could only ht stopped by immediate 
surgical assistance. H e . was taken to the consulate, in front -of 
which i t  happened, and where he was cm ployed. By the appji- 
cation of red hot non, the blood was stanched; but two or three 
days subsequently, the bleeding' began afresh, md the patient 
felt exhausted; when the bleeding was renewed for the third 
time, lie became much worse. On the ensuing; night, he was 

. restless, and .in a state of grcnl perturbation from his dreams. I t  
appeared to him. as if his adversary, was running towards him, 
with the stiletto in his .grasp. The attendant physicians, think- 
ing this symptom to be the .forerunner of another flow o f blood, 
declared the patient"'; state to be, very critical, being persuaded 
lin t, upon another, bleeding, drain was inevitable.” In tin's 
awful per nion, the family proposed to the physicians to allow 
them ■, triid of iionioeopaihy. They readib .consented, in the
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hope of 'moating with a good opportunity of rendering botwa> 
apathy inlicuioui', and showing ilu- pull;. die inutility of that 
system. Mrs. ishaborf having finished, her husband requested 
ne In aciompuny him to the consulate, whefe his son was lben 

lying, iu order that X might cure lain. I found- the youth very 
much reduced, bu t tranquil in mini!. His surgeon, a French- 
man, who 'was-present,, or rather, was waiting for mo, told me he, 
had, by a repetition* straw he 1 the blond v.i;h a red-hot iron and 
other styptics,, but that another bleeding was to !k‘ ft-arerl as 
soon as the scab should come frorri the wound, Wnd as the parents 
of the- patient were anxious to i ry homoeopathy, he consented, 
and I  acimiriist"ied, m his presence, three lilbpu.'ian pills of 
Ara-ftea din (luma (X '3”0), and then look my have. W hen i 
railed on my patient in the morning, he told me that be h id 
passed a qu iet night, that Ids form a physician had already been 
there, and arf.hearing- chat n'o bleeding had taken place,-he had 
prescribed for him some pills; bu t he again and again repeated, 
that he fell, uo iiu litnatioii to. take them, as h r preferred my medi
cine,- whidt had proved so beneficial. W hilst I. was preparing 
.the medicament, tin; doctor, who was an Italian , came in, ami was 
about .to fasten a qtwt rd  on m e ; but old M. -Siiabert .took him 
by (he arm and led him into another room, from which be d is
appeared. and I  saw him uo more. I repeated the medicine for 
eight; days, at the end of which time he: was completely recovered.
I must observe here, that the Aranea dmterna .was preparer! by 
I>octor Lehmann, at. Kotbe.ii, whose medicines, as-1 have a 1-early 
mentioned, were recommended to me by Hahnemann.

W hat did the s urgeon do iu -the meanwhile ? To- show that 
fin recovery of the young mail was the-effect, of his treatment, 
he ordered a dog to be brought from the bazaar, and cut through 
its crural artery, and then applied his styptic (cm xote): but 
seeing that the -wound did not'heal, he allowed tin dog to escape, 
end a short time, afterwards the, animal .'was found dead in the 
street.

Another case occurred in the almve-roentional family, with a 
female,, which may sen e as an osa) iple lmw small homo opaline
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d'pscs not only produce dfefets, but Sometimes cause great and
bciidfic'jal excitenioix

A ricster of the yoim# Shabcrt was troubled for many years 
with a megrim. This evil was, accompanied with a nervous pain 
in the lace, which mack itself sensible at intervals of three or 
four days, u, the <\irj\ part of the day, like a disgiv-ed fever. 
In the moment of one of these parox) sms, I administered to ht.i 
a dose of pulsatilla; but afterwards she became s.■ rnneh worse, 
that her husband, Signor Safeanh came to me at t,er» o'clock at 
night, in great alarm, to tell me that his wife1 had become almost 

. triad, and that, they had to use great efforts to prevent her from 
throwing herself o u t 'o f  the window. But this was her last 
paroxysm, at least she had no more during my stay at Constanti
nople. T he dose of pulaatilla which I administered to her, was 

, ' one drop of five third dilution on a lump of sugar ; the tincture 
[ had brought with me .from Vienna.

A t that period, tho Prince Abdool Mesjeet (now S altan )'fe ll ' 
dangerously sick, and I  was told that his royal father had dis
missed all the physioiatis, Jiiiglhh, French, Greek and Turk, oft 
account of their unsuccessful treatment, ami that ray  reputation 
and fortune would be established if a succeeded in curing him.
' replied that my rule was—“ N oli accedere, n is i oooahtb-” 
adding, that only on the* request of the Sultan would 1 under
take to attend th  royal prince; iih. majesty, however, was 
fortunate enough to find a physician who performed the care in 
a few days. The Sultan ordered those doctors who had attended 
ins son formerly, to make their appearance again in the seraglio, 
and presented him to them, asking' whether they thought he was 
perfectly recovered. T hey expressed their astonishment at this 
unexpected and sadden recovery, and wished much to see that 
miraculous doctor, who had performed such a cure, in so short a 
time. T he Sultan opened the door o f a side room, out of which 
there issued an Armenian lady, in T urkish costume, whom he 
presented to them, smiling, us the miraculous doctor to whom 
his son owed lus recovery, to the shame of the assembled doctors. 
T o bestow on her greater honor, he ordered it u* be publicly
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declared in all the: "Christian churches, that Marian* Khutoou 
('Lady V ary) luid saved the life, of the royal Prince, and Was 
the only person who could cure the gelin jik , that being the 
Turkish term, derived firoin gelin, bride, and means the bride’s 
disease, .In- Greek it is called hyiriphizxeg it is a,, kind of 
cachexia, or hydrops alba. The royal Prince caught it in con 
sequence of the measles, and they were in fear for his lift, as hjs. 
younger brother had died of the measles, having been improperly 
treated and blul during the disease. .

As to the treatment which the Armenian lady employed, the 
following fact, which I insert, was generally rumored :—she 
placed the Prince in a heated oven (tart door), which caused a 
profuse perspiration; after that, she fumigated him with. the. 
burning flesh of a wea/.el, also.nailed ni/m phix.ee, .and Ins hotly 
was rubbed with oil, Besides this external treatment, she a» mi
nistered to him some medicines, of which the following three 
substances were the chief ingredients — ambergris, cochineal 
insects, and earth-worms. She ordered the Prince to observe a 
very strict regimen, not permitting him meat, or even broth, 
only light digestible fish (gelinjik balugi), because of it* name 
being like that of the disease. This disease occurring-frequently 
in the capital, and weasel flesh being a costly thing, the druggists 
there sell it dried, There are many Christian women, Greeks 
ant? Armenians, at Constantinople, practising' the cure o f that 
malady, trie principal remedy for which, I am told, is Album  
Grcgeum (white dung • of dogs). I t  is a  question whether 
phosphate o f  lime might not take the place of that disgusting 
remedy, as it consists of nearly the same substances. , T hat (>
disease is said to  Occur in consequence of wrongly-treated acute 
eruptions, especially.the measles, or in, consequence of sudden 
fright or excessive f a t ig u e i t  gradually increases in virulence.
It is to be recognised by a pulsation behind the ears and other 
parts ; the pulse on the wrist is felt more.up the.arm than usual; 
the eyes and feet arc swollen the lips are pale; asthma h  felt in 
walking, with weakness in the knees; -finally, a slow ■consuming 
lever follows, which is.succeeded by death.



I remained i>1 jiy two y.'ti-'- :-it < '<>o’t o f i t m i f r o m  the autumn 
of 1800 to that of 1838. .During that rime, my hooia.-op.uhic 

f..:'.. practice was e.\tensive', as then were only myself and the private
physician to the Russian ambassador who .practised the new 
system; and it was so lucrative that 1"had no itleai of leaving 
lint) place so soon, still less of returning to Lahore, until l  
learned from the Austrian internuncio, Baron Si firmer, who was 

. in quarantine at Malta, and. who had met with. General Ventura, 
that the' maharajah had ordered the general to make inquiries 
for use in Europe, and to: persuade mo to go back to Lahore. 
Accordingly, the general invited me to accompany him thither 
alter the eixpimtwm of his. leave of absence in the irtifunfn.
I yielded- to this invitation, and went in company with the 
general from Alexandria to Bombay, whence he proceeded alone, 
with the utmost speed, to Lahore, as Runjeet Sing was danger- 

: ouslv ill. and ns at th.it tone the English were jusparing to place 
the Shah Soojah on the-throne of Cabul. - 

General Ventura was accompanied by a shawl merchant, named 
Monsieur La Bumf, and .< captain of cavalry, M. Mouion, with 
his Ificly. These three persons the general requested me to 
Hccoi.ipany to /  shore, as they ivere unable to  speak Hiiidosi;a»ec.

A t Bombay we went on board a native vessel, and sailed to 
Gogo, and thence we continued our wav, party, in "carriages, 

...... partly on camels Among our fellow travellers there were
i-ornc pativi riiawt merchants front Umritsir. W e took the 
shortest, road, through Palce, Ajmir, Hanst and Looiliaua, 
We were harttly two days’ journey front Gb.go, when we; were 

: overtaken by two English'. captains, who had been ordered t*>
examine 'our papers; for they looked upon us as if we were. 
Russian spies. A t I’aleo the .plague Was raging, as it had then 
been for the last th..." years. Previous to  our,'arrival' there., 
we passed a very pleasant, evening with the family '.of an English ' 
captain. On Ibis occasion I made the acquaintance of an 
'English physician, Dr. Keir, who informed me that the English 
physicians in India do not agree in their views respecting the 
plagn, a t Faiei . for some of then) consider she disease to le  a.
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pestilential fever peculiar to India, while others declare it. to foe 
Urn same plague that was so common in the East, arid especially 
in Turkey and E gypt. He told me foe would be very glad if 
I would write to  him  my opinion about it, should 1 on my  
journey observe the disease* as he considered it might, be o f great 
importance both to himself and to science, because I  had had 
so, natch opportunity for studying the nature of the plague at 
Constantinople, adding that he intended to publish mj report,

About noon we arrived at the .infected Paine, where we ordered 
our tents to foe, pitched near to ’.the large marsh, opposite to which, 
the town lies. T he first sight which presented itself to our 
eyies was the funeral trairss of several 'of'the inhabitants. After 
dinner, at. two o’clock, 1 'repaired to the governor, who was 
a Hindoo, and told him 1 was a traveller arid a physician,, and. 
that 1 wished: to .see a few infected persons, and administer to 
th-cm mv medicines gratis, if  he. would kindly send some one to 
accompany me. He: received me very affably, and yielded; to. 
my request. .The man who accompanied me had not the trouble 
to escort me far, as in the very next house there were several 
patients, some. of. whom had only, a short time to live. A t 
these visits I neglected • no circumspection ;and precaution. I 
never entered a  house, but caused the patients to be brought 
before the door, where I examined them, writing down their 
names and their.statements, and adminieteiuig to them the reme
dies, mid I . departed without having touched any of them.
T he aspect of the town itself. offered a sad spectacle.; only now 
and then I  met with a human, being : the bazaars and shops were 
closed; they told rue that the greater part of the inhabitants 
had ,-ither died, or left the tow n ; and numbers of (houses 
were quite deserted. The infected died in general oil the third 
or fourth clay; and scarcely one among twenty recovered, I 
‘saw carbuncles, . buboes, bleeding at the nose—in one word all 
that I had seen in the hospital at Constantinople. I no longer, 
therefore,.doubted that the disease was.a most virulent plague.
I t  is true, that it was not the plague of Turkey, Arabia or E g y p t, 
bu t one peculiar to India ; T a k e  being a province of that part



oi Afirt. At four o'clock the sanw- afternoon ! returned to mi, 
tin t, and relived to rest, it the ordinal y time, in the enjoyment 
of (In best of; h ea lth , 'and t  should have., slept longer than 
usual, -If Madame Monton had. not comr to awake me,. and 
announce that the camels were ready for our departure. . The 
moment I  began to rise, X felt a pain in my groin , and a 
presentiment of having been infected with .the plague,, caused a 
rush of Wood towards my heart, so that I had the feeling o( 
one who had been stabbed with a dagger. T he pain in the 
groin, the fever and my anxiety increased rapidly:; and it was 
with difficulty that I moved a few steps, in order to 41 naift.

■ the painful part, upon which i discovered some hubdes, the siae
of I'was. f felt a burning pain, so I  placed m p e lf  in the 
kajav.ol) (basket) on my camel, and we departed. The station 
we-had to reach was five miles d is tan t, the reason why we made 
so slioit a journey was, that our oiijy object was to quit the 
region of the plague, and even now i  look upon it as fortunate 
that I was ivirKH-.'d to a place where the healthy air probably 
aided the effect .of the medicine which I had taken. As soon 
as we arrived at our station, I  took some , of the small pills . 
of the above-nui'lioucd Ptiv cf.nos l \ i  ha St. fgsatii. Although 
Palee alone w as infected by the, plague, still the inhabit an <3 
o f the village, did not allow us. to enter it; they, however, 
brought us all we were in want of, and took the money from 
our hands without any scruple.. During tnj scientific-' excursion 
to Palee, 111 y fellow-travellers had shut some ducks on the 
nuirshes, and these .were preparedfor 0111 lunch, i was invited 
to partake of the repast, hut: did not feef any inclination to 
oat, as I was bur.dug with fever, and my pain was almost 
insupportable; but not to cause suspicion. I took my place 
•i 1 the table, and the bio which I  .conveyed with one hand to 

' my month, l  transferred with the other to the' napkin; this 
I performed with the skill of an ad ep t After dinner,.! refloated 
the dose of the same medicine, laid down, and covered myself 
all over, and in a short time 1 began to perspire to such a 
degree, (hut uty mattress w»t wetted dirouglt. In  consequence



of this perspiration, I got rid of the fever and tam ely , And 
«'i (tk- hope of being restored; u health, although the
pains in the groin still continued. . T he swelling, of the glands 
remained for three weeks, as I did not. employ any local remedy, 
.After my complete recovery, I  wrote, to the 'English physician 
(on whose account I  had visited the- .infected - town, of Paler) 
the result, of my experience, anti read the letter to my com
panions, who manifested their astonishment, and blamed me 
for having exposedthem  to the infection of such-a dangerous 
epidemic. M y answer was, that l only did my duty  as a 
physician, and flint those who were not pleased with such 
proceeding • ought not to travel in the society of a physician.

I  cannot tell how it was that J caught the-plague, 'n  spite 
of oil my precautions, unless it was that when 1 was entering 
the town, there was a violent wind blowing, whirling the pestife
rous dust up into the a i r ; and this might, have communicated 
the virus to my body externally) and even internally— ester- 
naily, by absorption through the kc lu y m ai glands of the 
eyes, the pituilous imembrane of the nostrils, and the cavity of 
the oar; internally, by the respiration of the lungs-, The 
infection was not produced by immediate contact; bad that 
been. the cause, I should certainly not have ' escaped it at 
Constantinople, if  the predisposition to it lies in every one. 
A t this time 1 must have had a predisposition for the contagion, 
for some days- before l  had felt an itching in the bod y, and a 
kind of plethora, owing to the' irregular manner of living; 
which is-consequent on the inconveniences and difficulties of 
long journeys. I t  is 'certain that- the plague does not require 

- a  long time to develope itself, -a* it made its appearance a  few 
hours after my visiting the patients. In, some cases an interval, 
of two or three- days may occur before' the symptoms arc visible, i. 
T he malaria of Palee, I. believe, is generated by the exhalation 
of the- immense marsh, whither thousands of birds, and reptiles 
resort, and which -serves at the same time as -a depository for all 
the substances ejected from the town. The, government could 
easily prevent the obnoxious influence of this marsh, 'by con
verting it into fertile ground.



Arrived at Lahore, I  found uiv former patron, the maharajah,- 
•’ U u n 'm  Sing, seated on a chair, with swollen feet, and makis g 

' himself uiversfood h j  gestures and signs with his hands;
his organs of speech being paralysed to such a degree, that he 
was not able to  tutor a single articulate sound, and other means ; 
of imparting his thoughts were not in his possession, as he 
never had learned to write.

(from time to time I had occasion to relate many of the cures 
effected by the new method of homoeopathy, by the aid of 
which 1 had cured myself' in Vienna of tin; cholera, and lately 
ill liindostan of the plague. Although thov did not doubt 
the truth of ray assertions, it was nol without difficulty ili.U. 
they could prevail on themselves to trust me with the treatment 
of the .maharajah, because the favourable season- it being spring 
— allowed the native physicians to rely on other trials .which 
they had to make; meanwhile I  succeeded in some homoeopathic 
cures quite to my satisfaction. But the greatest sensation pro
duced, was by a cure which I undertook at the request of the 
minister, Eajah Dhyan Sing. He committed to my medical"cafe 
u native of Cashmere, Aboo Ibrahim, commander of his jesails 
(camel-artillery), in whose head, ten years preciously, a bullet 
lim'i been lodged, at. an affair with the AJghans, and which no 
native surgeon had been able to extract, and in consequence he 
wa$ paralysed on one side. I  trepanned him, and extracted tlie 
bullet, which 'was stuck beneath the skull, and pressed the brain, 
without, however, affecting that organ. My patient having been 
a duinkurd, and troubled with indigestion in consequence of his 
weakened stomach, I administered to him some physic, to acce
lerate his recovery ; and I  succeeded in restoring him to perfect, 
health, in the short space of two months. W hen relieved from 

:: _ his henhplegy, I  presented him to the minister, and he introduced
illtn to the maharajah.

Meanwhile, the excessive heat bad come on. A t this time the 
hikecr Azeez-oo-Ocen came unexpectedly and called on me, as 
the native physicians were unable to ini prove the health of the 
maharajah. This man, who had formerly been physician it, 
ordinary ' to the king, told roe that- (he m alian-ah had never



ta!-on any remedy prescribed by a European physician, and that 
lie used n> give ail the remedies which had been ordered him'- by ', 
the- English doctors, M urray, Steel, ’and/ Macgregor, to his . 
servants, to  try the effect ou them ; but that he was now resolved 
to t#<j my medicines, which I  was to prepare:in  Ids presence 
This I  promised to do. I t  was theft mid-day, the time when the'

• durbar-, (assembly) leaves the palace,' so, accompanied b y  the 
Ibket-.T, I presented myself to the king. I  found with him only 
the minister, Dhyau Sing. I  had brought with me the Hneium  
dulcnmam, and three empty corked little phials.- F irst of all, I 
asked for a gudwai (water-garner), and- ordered him to bring 
the spirit that the maharajah was in the habit of drinking ; "this 
had been-'distilled, in my pres; hee, from Cabul grapes, and it was 
rectified, because Runjeet Sing preferred strong spirits. I put 
the three empty phials into the hands of the gudwai, and ordered 
then; to 5.x- rinsed witli the same spirit, and afterwards each of 
them to be half filled with spirit, about one drachm in each phial..
When this was done, 1 pur just one drop of the essence o f : 
dulcamara (wcody-nightshade) into one of those phials which the- 
water-carrier held in his hand, and I  ordered him to cork it and 
shake it. Then I desired the fakeer to mark it number “ one,” 
and I put a drop out of it into the second phial, causing it to !k 
corked and shaken like the first, and marked number “  lwo.r 
in the same manner, the third dilution was mad-, and umubei 

- •th ree” was-marked oust. From this last, l  ordered one single .
, drop to be let fall on a lump of sugar, which, at my request, the 

maharajah put into his mouth, where it was retained until dis
solved. I ordered the same dose to  be administered to the patient 

! e\ ery morning and evening*.
D uring the preparation of the medicine, sonic persons who 

were standing In could not forbear smiling; and the fake-cr 
himself was of opinion that such a minute dose could not be 
hurtful, should it. even be supposed to be poisoip But what was 
the result P On the first day there was no sensible amelioration 
in the health of the m aharajah; on the second day he felt some
what b e tte r; an. on the third he was in such ;i merry humor



that- at five o'clock in the afternoon, lie ordered the niinisforj 
; Dhyan Sing, to pul a pair of gold bracelets on my arms, valued 

at five hundred rupees, in life own presence and in .that of the 
durbar; this present was accompanied with two Cashmere shawls 

,• of the same value, and, whilst- I  sat on the -floor, the nrih’.stet*
:y : laid them upon my shoulders, the maharajah telling me that my

physic had produced in him the best effect I t was, of course, 
quite natural that this event should fill my iioart with joy, as it 
inspired me with the hope that the king would soon recover, and 
thus lay the first stone of my reputation arid future fortune. 
This scene took place in the royal garden, Shabbelore, two miles 
from the city, where I had resided for three days. On the fourth 
day, early in the morning,.the minister allowed me to visit my 
patients in the city.; but while there, I heard thakseveral mounted 
messengers had been despatched from Shabbelore to request me to 
return to that place. 1 galloped back; and on the road i °\ei— 
l ook some hakims (Moharoedan physicians) and astrologers, travel - 
ling the same wav. on elephants, on horseback, or earned in palan
quins, from which 1 presumed that the maharajah had mot with 
so? ie accident, which made me very anxi us. Arrived at Shah- 
be! ore, I was told that the maharajah bad an attack of fever. On 

•••,• c-vnaining him, however, t  coukl not find the least symptom of 
/c.er, 5t being in fact only excitement. The gudwai, who was 
ip charge of the medidhe, was of .opinion that, the fever proceeded 
froiri too great a dose, wtiich the maharajah had asked tor on the 
pi c-vious evening, namely, two drops at once; but i thought that 
could not he the cause of the alteration, one drop more or less not 
being able to produce such an effect The physicians of the 
city were invited to a consultation, T hat was all they desired ; for 
they had been touched to the quick on hearing that the maharajah 
was recovering, and that he had made me presents of gold and 
robes of honour. They would have preferred seeing the king 
die, rather than acknowledge me, an European, as his saviour. 
That was the reason why all ruy endeavours and all my demon- 
stations turned but fruitless. The prudent minister was oi 

: opinion, that it did not lie in hi power to deciih ; the fakeer,



Aw wv.)Detn, exercising such magic influence on the maharajah,
■that only by addressing myself to. him could. I ol>!a*'.. .-my 
decision according to my desires." I reminded the fakeer m lea 
own words, that sut-h minute doses could not be hurtful,--even 
if it should be poison. Besides, T observed, that it was not 
every fever, especially when appearing in  so mild a form, that 
'could be of bad consequence, as nature sometimes cures diseases 
by re-action'in the frame', and that, under such circumstances, it 
torn advisable to lay aside all medicine, a n d  aw ait the result.
But he objected to that, saying that the- maharajah was too 
feeble to 'endure such a  fever. .'“-But,” continued he, '“ let us hear 
what opinion the other physicians have.” All my arguments 
availed. nothing. T he consultation, a t which the fakeer pre
sided, was composed of a dozen hakims from Peshawur and 
Lahore, - Hindoo' physiciansf;,astrologers, &c-., each of whom 
imagined tha t he possessed the deepest knowledge o f  medical 
art. Most of them carried large book.,, to cover their want 
of real learning. In fine, they agreed • unanimously to ad-, 
minister: to  the patient a'- raajoon (electuary), of which, jowa- 
hirad (precious' stones) constituted the principal ingredient.
The fakeer himself prepared and administered it:to the p atien t; 
but in less than a fortnight the maharajah' gave up his 
temporal life. He died at the fortress in «iy presence, 
upon which the minister ordered the gates to be shut, but I 
readily obtained his permission fco absent myself. T h e  fakeer, 
who exercised great influence-.in the household of the royal 
court, and who. had begun .this ■ career . at Lahore as a barber,, 
with "a few boxes' of ointment, did not live long after his 
patron., Kunjeet Sitig,. Azeez-oo-Oeen — of Arabian origin, 
and. descended frottt. the Ansari Arabs .-of the desert-— was- the 

. oracle of llunjeet Sing, He,, the prime-minister D hyan Sing, 
and : DewareDeenn-Nauth minister of finance, constituted the 
triad-of which the privy-council of the king was composed.
The latter has .been recently promoted to the rank of rajah by 
tile English.

The small doses of opium, (every afternoon one pill of 0 gtv.) , ' >



tvt-tch Hijujeti Sing took dully, and the strong’ spirits he ufu.fl to 
drink at different hours .of th-e day, transported him into a kind 
of excitement, which manifested itself in the highest degree in 
the evening, after die enjoy ment of larger portions of spirits, 
Every one loved and feared him at the same time. He had aft 
army of 100,000 men, inspiring awe and respect, half of whom 
were regular and the other half irregular troops, with whom Iw 
might have enforced his laws on all the' H indoos; nevertheless, •' 
he entertained the greatest friendship with his neighbours the 

f : * English, and manifested his favour towards the French, the 
Italians, and other European nations, by making them governors 
in his provinces. His disease'was brought .on by a severe cold, 
and by indulging somewhat too much hi strong spirits. Tim 
latter I am to ld . was especially the case during the winter in 
which the Governor-General of India, Lord Auckland, came to 
Lahore to pay him a. visit. In  the transport of his joy, he drank 
more than ordinarily. Probably, if an emetic had been giw n ;>?, 
tiie commenccin- nt of tins disease, it would have produced a good 
effect i 'hut as..the native physicians did not know of any good 
and effective emetic, and are fearful, also, of the effects of 
vomiting, ‘hey prefer using purgatives, by which sometimes 
the disease 'grows worse, as the case above related -sufficiently 
proves.

I t  made a very deep impression on my feelings to have hem  
prevented from making m yself useful to the maharajah, and 
restoring to. health the -man on whose- life/w as -depending' the 
happiness, peace and prosperity of tha t country. Every one 
whose forethought enabled him to throw a glance on, the .future, 
must have seen with pain and sorrow that a violent crisis menaced 
that country, by which a nation scarcely risen from barbarity 
might sink back into its former condition.

The first sad and cruel scene that I witnessed after the death 
of Kunjeet Sing, was too Suttee, or burning of his eleven 
wives, along with the body of the deceased. There 'were four 
ranees (legal wives),, and seven female s l a v w h o ,  animated 
with • the superstitious hope of; entering paradise with their



lord- hiu.I fin.sbs.ml, were ascending the funeral pile with death- 
despising intrepidity; they eovfgred round the corpse, and were 
covered with reed mats, on which oil was poured in profusion;
This done, See was set to the funeral pile, so that the poor 
creatures became suffocated by the smoke and flames before they 
could utter a cry. In order not to give the reader a false notion 
of the customs aild manners of the Hindoos, it is necessary to 
observe, that no woman is compelled to be burnt with her 
husband; they do it by their own free will, pad it is e. charac
teristic trait, that only those women d. vote themselves to that 
dismal ceremony whose fate had decreed them not to be mothers.
Perhaps they follow their .husbands-'to the other world, in the 
liope of obtaining-there what'- was/rtewed them in this sublunary 
rxijs. But; it is not the . custom lor, men to be burnt, either ■ 
with their wives or with other m en; nevertheless, the m inster,
.Rajah Dyau Sing, insisted upon being burnt with his lord and 
his wives; but the .welfare of the. country depending at that 
time solely on-him, he was prevented from undergoing; this ter
rific ceremony. Reinject Sing, a short time -before his death,

• engaged this minister ’to, assist - his son, Kurrek Sing, whom he 
made heir to the throne, although he must have been persuaded 
of his incapacity; and if Kurrek Sing had followed the prudent 
advice of his father, and had not yielded to the insinuations of 

|  his tutor, Sirdar Chet Sing, every thing would have proceeded 
I in a prosperous manner.

( Before I  proceed in my relation of the late eventful occur
rences, a t  Lahore, I  must give, some more details to such of my 
readers as may wish to know the particulars of that abominable 
ceremony of burning the living with the dead, which at present 
occurs but rarely in places nuclei the English government, bv 
whom it is strictly forbidden. 1 witnessed the above-mentioned 
self-.-edifice, of which the following are the details

Early in the morning subsequent, to that on which the death 
j of the maharajah happened, I  went down the Tufcht (coronation 
| •, -square), accompanied by Col. Henry Steiobaeh (lately in the

service of the- maharajah, Gholab Sing, in Caslnnere, now ..
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an Europe), and we directed our steps towards Use'large yard, 
which- we laid tft cross, in order to get betimes to a convenient 
place close to the funeral pile. This was erected between the 

W ald  and tin1 fortress, in a  small garden, the conflux of the 
people havjng been, so enormous in the fortress. In  the large 

, yard, we observed one of the four -ranees- (queens) coming out of
t-lne harem on foot afld un veiled, for the first time in her life. 
She was slowly proceeding towards the place where the royal 
body -’was lying, and she was surrounded by about ©he hun
dred persons, who kept themselves at some distance,While accom
panying' her. Close to her side there was a man carrying a 
small box, containing the -remainder of her jewels (as she had 
already distributed some), which she made presents of, handing 
them one by one to the people on her right and left. Two or 
three, steps in front of her, there was a man moving in a back
ward direction, his face, turned towards her, and holding a look
ing-glass,'that she-might convince herself that her features were 
unaltered, and no fear visible on them. A t the distribution of 
the jewels. Col. Steinbaeh made the observation that, had we 
stretched out our hands to receive a present, it certainly would 
not have been deck’d? bu t we thought proper to leave it. to 
tb poorer people, because we occupied lucrative posts. It is 
curious, indeed, that this was the very ranee whom Itunjeeft Sing- 
married in the first year of my residence in that country, ten 
years having passed since I  witnessed the nuptial# at Nadoun.
S h e  w a s ,  as I  mentioned before, a daughter of Sunsarchuiid, and
she had a younger sister, whom the maharajah a t -the 'same time 
took also for a wife, and conveyed them both to Lahore . the 
latter, I am told, had died of consumption during my absence. 
As for the former, although J was present at her wedding, 1 
nevertheless had never: seen her- before, and it was only «« her 
last fatal walk, which she took to her funeral pile, that I could 
'behold her. T he funeral train, accompanied by many thousands 
of spectators, was now proceeding; all were on foot, theii 
abode in the fortress not being, far distant from the place of 
the ceremony. The four ranees only were carried, in open.



wen ;;i ■ '• ,utt {, thf . s H v eire simpl ?, ml w ■ ih< : iniy
appwrdd' to ,be "tt>' the ;viv fill

though inidiUiiry ft if  which awaited them, IVviiaps our health 
throbbed more ft* the vie« of tills disn>-il train than th< ••»
<•■" i ! ■ . Mor victims thenise! vea. The butty of Runjeet Sing 
was placed on board, to which it was probably fastened,
and was carried a light and dei coated bier con-trucled in 
tlin shape of a ship; the sail« and flags of die vessel were made 
of rich golden and silk, stuff (kimkab), and of Cttshuieire 
slv wls. A number o' people earned the liior i’nun t.i .■ iiito
of the. fo'.s'v '- up to the funeral-pile th.-re the board with
the body was taken on; of it and deposited on the ground., 
w ho. or: what was a  small garden, now s ands a sunitnood; «., 
n tomb of the royal family lb  inject Sing, Kumick Sii»g,'
and No-Neba! Sing, i. <?,, the fa dice, son, .rod grandchild, to
gether wit!; their wives and •lave.-. T he costly (•n<mucnts 
of tb- lidhl'v decorated bier were given u* the mob . tli«
.ISfahmiws peHbs-sed their prayer? from the Chaster, a book 
written m the j udu i 01 '•'an o ni Im.g i«e tlie Goororw, < 
pci it 01 the Sikhs, did the. saint, from 11 »• !• dy tcnptio \.
called GrnmKriheh*, and the Musseliuen accompanied them with 
thei • '■ \  a, Alim. 1 Y i, Ail,ih ' A. slow, b u t not displeasing 
rumbling.of tbe d r1 iras, atid the murmuring of the people, gave 
to lire whole scene n mmnchol,) aspeci, and 'was peculiar to 
the country. The funeral-pile which displayed itself before 

. .the eyes of the spectators, was constructed of dryy woods, 
amongst which there were pieces of aide; it was about .sis .if'-a 
high anil stptard After the prayers ;df th e .. 'Brahmins/.
Chxiroos, which lasted nearly an hour, the .nnnistev and other 
sirdars avctuled *' a. latidci the inner {i| pil , up >n vhich 
ignitihle matters ®nd substances, as cotton seeds, &c.. wore a d

. strewn, and the royal body was respectfully placed in the huddle 
•  fSntutb l» it*  itch boni: of /AiAn1- 

v'f):r. ,t. k



<jf the.pile, together with the board. After this, the ranees as-, 
li mit'd the fatal. ladder, one by one, according to their rank, the 
slaves followed, and the minister show * himself very oflidous 

h'f■"'■■■ in affording them assistance. The 'rimers placed themselves 
at the head of the royal body, .and the slaves close at its feet. 
There they' towered, remaining in silent expectation for the 

, fatal moment, when a strong thick mat of feeds .being brought,
with which the whole were covered, oil was then poured over 
the mat, the minister and sirdars descended, and the pile was 
lighted at each corner, J» a few moments, the deplorable victims 
of an abominable and fanatic ceremony had ceased to-exist,'

The consuming of this pile occupied two days; on the third, 
sortie of the hones and. ashes. of each of the bodies /were col
lected in the presence <:f the ■court only, and separately placed 
in itriin. After which ceremony, a preparation was made for a 

: jrtirrney, with exactly the same pomp and splendour as. if the 
maharajah and his wives were still alive. Thus their m aim s 
were conveyed in live richly caparisoned 'palanquins by numerous 
attendants and'guards, accompanied by handsome presents, nuch
as -.bawls, cootJy decorated elephants, horses, See,, &c., to the . 
banks of the Ganges, where the Brahmins receive the whole, 
The none- and. ashes they put into the river,'the other valuables 
they distributed, among themselves; nothing returning but the 
men. The tents under which the ashes of-Runjeet Sing and each 
of the ranees were placed, were composed of the most valuable 
Cashmere shawl, materials, the;props of which were of gold ,m,l 
silver. Some .millions of rupees were- expended in this', outfit 
Upon the procession leaving the fortress, it traversed the streets 
and bazaars, the ministers and some of the principal sirdar,-} or: 
foot, with numerous others mounted on their elephants and 
horses. Thousands of persons were, assembled in the streets, 
bazaars, and on the tops of houses, by whom -flowers were thrown 
upon the -palanquins. The curtains of -the "palanquin which 
contained the remains of Kunject Sing were open, while {hose of 
His wives were closed, in the same manner as .when travelling 
during their lifetime. The minister walked dose to the pnhn-



oi' hia royal master, being occupied in keeping the Hum 
from its eoutVn,, thus Jio'i hi** hi* respect to the la-t. On 
ihe .trrivcl of he pioee-Mon outside of the Delhi gate, a (ion: . 
and prop we rpyai salute ...was given by Hie thumlerfog of 
caimon from the fort .and ramparts of the city, upon which . 
tile minister and:,, sirdars■ returned-, having .the remain® and, 
presents to be conducted by the gu-trd. 't ’lie hioimwig lasted 
thirteen .days, the colour of the costume being white.

After the obsequies of Hunjeet Sing, bis legitimate -on.
Jv irrucl Sing, ascended the Guddee (throne), 1 lu>, besides 
being a blockhead, was a .worse opium eater than his father.
Twice a-day .he deprived himself of bis senses, and passed 
Iii:s -w. oi • time in a state of stupefaction I t  wn» quite 
natural that the government could not long remain iu die 
hands, of such an individual. His guardian, or tutor and 
kictotuiu, Sirdar Cl bet Sing, being desirous to .become an hide 
pendent minister, was a. rival of Dhyi.n Shig, and van contriving 
to remove him. IJt. intended t* assassinate, him . one menu ip 
in !:iie durbar. Tor this, purpose lie had colli end  in the fortress, 
where lie. lived with Kurruck Sing, ids two recently organised 
bat'd limn of body-guards, ami had ordered the sentinels at the 
three gates, devoted to Dhyan Sing, to be changed early in the . 
morning fix d upon for the murder of t ie  minister; but tilts 

.pilot was not concealed from Dhyun Sing, and be hastened to. 
prevent the treacherous .act, i n . which he s.ueceeedcd by the 
assistance of the royal prince, No-Nehal Sing and a  few of the 
sirdars; and- with the aid of his two brothers and some .1 elutions,
Kurruck.Sing and Chet Sing were-assailed in the fortress before 
the break of day, when Chet Sing and all his relations and partisans 
were destroyed. This was the beginning of the bloody, scenes 
hr the Punjab* which could only end bv the interference' of the 
tdg lish .

After the, murder of Chef Sing, -the royal pnneo, No-Nehal.
.Kurruck . Sing’s only son, took possession of the government, 
and ordered his father to retire to his private house -in tho 
d t p, where he .soon became indisposed. A. few months after-.
: . Tkp b  k y .:;'b  2j t | !f/|



w.ud, he followed bis father, Huiijeet Sing, -to the funeral-
, pile. The r was. ■current that be was poisoned, and
the tmmsoii employed was also specified, bi.it I do not. believe 
i t . .. Only it is a fact, that the sou showed great indifference in 
regard to the treatment of bis father, or for bis recovery; 
ami, during jits father's illness he never saw him but once 
or twice, ami then but a short .time before his death; on which 

d'y...:' occasion the fa ther .'was treated by his oulv .-on in v manner 
quite revolting, even to the natives around, vfoch account.' 
for 11is having committed, him into the Hands.ol inexpei ’cnced 
physicians and faq'ueers. I, the only appointed huropeari 
physician, was never called for timing the king’s disease, which 
lasted nine mouths. It is prolwblc that the patient requosteo 

'■■■ my.assistance,, hut the soil prevented my attending. Had lie 
knowr that the death-day of his father would also be his 

’. owe, he .certainly would have behaved iu another main ter.
On the same day in which die king, Kurruek Sing, and his 

only sou died, a curious event happened, harly in the litorniug, 
I „’flh called by Meean Outturn Sing, eldest son of.the Maharajah 
Gholab Sing, and he committed the Chief of id.-; mountain 
troops to mv treatment, he bring very ill, promising me a pa.r oJ 
Cashmere shawls in  case L should be aide, as I expected, to 
relieve him by the evening. My patient was. unable, to 

. . .  void his urine, and was troubled with gravel in the kidneys. He 
recovered the fame day, whilst,. Oottimi Sing himself, as :wy 
shall see, .not with his death. W hen 1 hastened into the 
house of the patient, summoned as I  was by Outturn Sing, with 
vim. i he lived, I  .found (rath in a small room, and. according to 
tire 'custom of the Hindoos, the patient was lying on the floor, 
.whilst Outturn Sing was sitting, on the bed, offering me to. sit 
near him. We were t,peaking about the disease ot the patient, 
when suddenly a, messengei entered, with the news that the 
M.<h».-aja,h Kurruck Sing had expired a few .minutes, previously. 
The ceremony of the funeral-pile took place the same afternoon. 
Three of his wives.■■■'were burnt, with him ; nub 1 was piesenl at 
that h arid, yet lomarkeble spectacle. 1 he ceremony took place
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« W  to the same spot wt ore Hunjeet Sing was burnt, am! nearly 
with tiie same rites, The court afterwards, went on font :o the
river, to perforin their ablutions, according to the custom of 
the country,■ whilst I returned to oiy above-mentioned patient.
•Scarcely had I  arrived; when I was told that 1 had been called 
for, and invited by the minister to attend mimed in «iy a* (he 
fortress garden (hn/ooree-bagti). 1 did not lose one moment, but 
repaired to that place, and found ilie minister waiting form e, 
who, as soon as he descried me, came, and seizing my hand told 
me it was all over with. Mcean Outturn Sing, My surprise was 
increased, upon hearing that a piece of the waif'falling upon 
him and the royal prince, No-Meh; l. had crushed them'beneath 
its fragments.’ Oottom Sing was killed instantly, and the.foyal 
prince considerably hurt. T he minister conducted me 'to a tent,
• here I saw the prince;; teit he •(the mlmstgf): enjoined mo, it) 

tiie most ei ergetic maimer, not to speak about that event1 to any 
one. T he prince was on his bed. his head most a « fully ci tidied, 
and his. -late was stub that' no hop? of his recovery' axutal 
W ith that conviction I ' left the vent, and whispered to the 
minister, in so low « toim that no one else could’ hear, it,.
•“ Medical, art can do nothing; to relieve the unfortunate prince 
upon which, the minister requested me to wait there while hi. 
re-entered the tent, and, after a short stay therein, he came out, 

-addressing hie loud enough to be heard by all the assembly, who 
listened attentively, asking “ whether they might give some soup 
to the Koonwnr Saheb (royal prince), lie wishing to have some."' 
Whereupot I  answered, “ Of course; he is in need only of 
p a r s l e y 1 proverb applied to those dangerously ill, and not 
expected to live, rhe mini u n in te n t io n  in questioning mn 
thus, was to conceal at that moment the approaching death of 
the prince, in order to have tune to make the necessary pro-’ 
pa rations, sc that' the peace and tranquillity of the country might 
not be disturbed, in which be succeeded so that 'the1 death of the 
prince remained a hecret for three days. T ills interval ho took • 
advantage of to recall Sheer .Sing, Hunjeet Sing’s adopted son, 
and to place1him upon the throne. In  the meanwhile, the



partisans of the deceased prince invited the ranee, his mother, 
Cbund Kour, to tome hr soon as possible Both a r r iv a l  on the 
third day, only that Sheer Sing was rather later than the ranee, 
who lmd taken tier position in the interior part of t! fortress:

' and be was therefore obliged to camp in the garden (haznoree 
baghV outside the fortress. When both were a t  their respective 
posts, tin- death of the royal prince was made ..public, and the 
burning ceremony was-ordered, which took place close to chat of 
Ids grandfather. Two beautiful young ladies became ictirns 
of the flames with him, Gue female of the age of twelve years 
Sheer Sing detained, owing to her not being; yc‘ ripe for rise 
ceremony of the suttee.

I t  would have been proper at that time to have made inquiries 
whether the falling of the wall by v.liicii .Vo-Nchal Sing and 
Oottum Sing had been crushed, was accidental, or a premeditated 
machination of wicked' conspirators, hut none though;, it worth 
their while to make the inquiry, and the event was regarded a 
punishment of God— llu; royal prince having neglected his royal 
father, and if he had not caused his death, had a t least accelerated 
it by his negligence.

T he absence of investigation induced the English to believe 
the death of No-Nt hal Sing to have been a pi ■nedifuthd plot of 
D'hyan Sing, who,; according to their opinion, ambitious as lie 
was, saw in the prince the only impediment arid obstacle to 
the sinister, purposes which ho had in view. As for me, having 
lived far a long, time in that country, an ocular witness of the 
events, and having had the opportunity of closely observing 
■the conduct and motives of the minister, I  cannot agree with, 
■this assertion, .Firstly, lie would certainly have spared the life of 
his nephew Oottum Sing, whom he loved, and would have ap- 

. pointed another companion to the prince, artd. also have kept him
self sura,.'what farther from the place at which the accident hap
pened, He could not foresee the moment of the downfall of the 
W i d l ,  nor calculate the distance wlere he m ight escape the ruin : 
as a proof of which, his arm was severely contused • and -injured,

. for which I'm yself attended him. Swoudly, he would certainly y



have arranged that Sheer Sing -liquid be at Ii.uk?, >• order to 
raise him immediately to the - throng bv which be would have 
prevent'd five consultations which daily took place in the fortress 
for fourteen days, until s.t List it was decided that the Ranee 
h iuind hour, mother of No-Nebal. Sing, ami heiress, should occupy 
the throne, which she did not know lios to maintain. Thera 
is .more reason to suppose that the partisans of K untuck Sing end 
Civet,Sing were the authors of this plot against the prince, as he 
had intended to ask them for an account of their peifidiou- 
l» ’mvionr during his father’s king illness, tin.' having; cheated 
and robbed him in the most-, shameful manner, and it was gene
rally known that• immediately after the funeral rites of his father, 
lie; (the prince) intended to order w e n  of their louse;- to he 
closed, and inquiries to he made.

Doling tJw> omiermcv.8 of the sirdar, iu the fortress, w bii' 
lasted for a fortnight, the Jlance Chund Kour attempted the life 
of Sheer Sing; but Dhyan Sing was soon informed of it, ansi 
warned his prataje. Sheer Sing did net forget it, and when he 
afterwards took the reins of government into his hands, it 
happened- that during his absence from Lahore, the slave-girls 
of.Chund Kour crushed the head of their mistress with a ! ink,  
whilst-she was enjoying her siesta. Dhyan Sing, proceeded, in 
the absence of the king, against the assassins, aiid caused! their 
noses, cars and hands to he cut off', which .was effected publicly, 
i iridic the trotoidi (police-office), end expelled .'them from ‘he 
city; but as their tongues ..had remained unhurt,-they (digged 
that they only fulfilled the wish of Sheer Sing, who promised 
them as a, reward a jaglnr (some land). On that account:, 
they were transported to the opposite side of the river ftavee,

■ and were never afterwards heard of.
T h e  Sikh troops had been often reviewed before their monarch 

or the royal prince, and on such occasions some were promoted or 
rewarded. '1 his was abolished' under the govern men' of Chund 
Dour. She was only visible to some of her confidants. .H e r ,  
ministers and counsellor directed, the helm -of the state vessel, 
which moved on indifferently, m- each one neglected the 'public



wd-'-ue, ’I''! provided only for hi> pin uc interest. In the aistrst! 
of ■ tiue.- ihere naturally, .arose a general dismi»fa£tiojj. . The 
minister, Bliyan .Sing, perceiving ‘the consequences of it, pre- 

• tc- Jed to go with Iris younger brother Soochet Sing into the 
. mountains of, his native country, an a hunting party, to -restore 

his; health , but, in fact, it was only a-, pretext for calling in 
Sheer Sing, to whom ail the troops flocked to range themselves 
under Iris standard,

T he following event m ay serve as a sample of oriental policy. 
Dhvan Sing’s eldest son, Heera Sing, and, his own elder brother, 
Cibola b Sing,.belonged to the faction, of the ranee. They shut 
themselves, op with her in the fortress, which was bombarded 
incessantly for three days and nights. I t  was only when .the 
besiegers prepared to: take the place by storm, that the besieged 
surrendered, under, the following stipulations;.* the ranee;.shall 
heiiciforth hve in llu: fortress, a convenient jagliir shall be 

.'granted. t< her ; and to the garrison, consisting of two batallions 
\ of .dogras (mountaineers). die troops o f Gholab Sing, a free

retreat shall be granted. Their retreat was fixed to take, place 
in lire darkness of the night, and they were permitted to talte 
with them wiialcvcj they pleased. Gholab Sing* was during five 
days in possession of the fortress, where the treasury happened 
to be. T he troops of the mountain? were ordered to go to the 
opposite side of the river Havre, until the coronation of Sheer 
Sing should have taken place. By P hyan  Sing- and Soochet 
SingVxnediatioh, GhoMf-.Siiig .and Heera Sing were reconciled 
with Sheer Sing, living with him on the best terms, and enjoying 
as before the greatest' influence-at the*,court. H ad the party in 
the fortress gained the day, the issue of that civil contention 
would also have finished, in favour of the Rajah's family. 
.After the settlement of this affair, two of the rajahs retired 
into the mountains with their troops, laden with their stolen 
treasures, the two others remained-with Sheer Sing.

T he new maharajah addicted himself re. immoderate drinking, 
and indulged especially in champagne. T he good-feeling between 
hiru. and Dhy-m Sing soon reached its end, and they began to



hate e=a«h-other, in the most'acrimonious nuiuter. Sirdar Ajeet 
Sing and his uncle Lena Sing (descended from the family of tin 
SoindawaUa, and related' to Ilupjeet Sing) belonged to the party 
of the ranee, who had fought against Sheer Sing; and Lhyau 
S ing; but'they knew how to insinuate ’heniseb < r j.ito the com 
fidence of both to such a .degree that, without the knowledge of 
either, tney destroyed noth the maharajah and Isis v. moor. 
They conspired with Sheer Sing to murdei JDhya.i Sing, but a< 
the same time they also intrigued with Uhyati Sing to murder 
S heet' Sing. Both king and minister were w di acquainted ‘.vith 

•• their preparations for war, and knew also' that the Sdndaw.-dlas 
had provided themselves with gunpowder, 'bullets.arid soldiers. 
Sheer Sing was even repeatedly cautioned by* lbs fr'eruL to he on 
his guard, to which advice however he paid no attention, and 
iu an immovable maimer allowed them to concoct their schemes. 
Each-one believed that The stroke was appointed for h’s adversary, 
and, finally, it fell upon both. T ru e  is the proverb: <:H<. 
who digs a pit for another, falls in himself; for Ajeet Sing as 
well as Lena Sing had laboured for their own ruin,

Sheer Sing used to review his troops every day. On such an 
occasion, being in the royal garden (Shahbelore) 'for the purpose 
of uiuaU-ring tho Scindawalla's troops, and sitting before the 
window of a small room, to look at the soldiers, Ajeet Sivtg 
approached, him and exhibited a .loaded double-banxdled fowling- 
piece, a< a uazerana (present),; and a t the moment Sheer Sing 
was stretching out ins hand to' -receive it, be was shot with, that 
gun on the spot. Ajeet Sing's troops, arrayed before* the,window, 
gave a. volley of musket shots th ro u g h ' the window, to kill the 
men surrounding Sheer Sing, and penetrated into the room to 
cut off his head- I  was by accident not farther than- ten steps 
from the'place where the horrid- crime was • committed, and five 
minutes before his atrocious murder I  had spoken to him in the 
garden under, a free, where he ordered rne to remain until ids 
return. T he subject of our interview was a gunpowd'er-i.lill 
with: machinery, which Dhvan Sing had ordered me to make. 
Sheer Sing had inspected that establishment four days p ro
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viousiy (on a Sundiy), att'l was w  satisfied, rl at w,*tl» tiis> <-wti 
hands lie pm: on niy arnris two.- pair of -gold bracelets a no tnnhre\l 
SCO rupees to fee' given to we, as an 1 additional M.m to th'c 

:V 1)00 which I Already received as tny monthly appointment.
■This .having) been only ah oral promise, f cut daily- to the 
(i-i>-!i.-j.r. in order to rcceivfi an authority in wilting. arid was 
u ipi him on the ratal Thursday on which he was assassinated. 
W hilst this crime* was- being perpetrated by Ajee, Sing, Lena,.
S in g ,11is uncle, nmrn.'vcd, in a garden in the neighbourhood, the 
roved prince, Fertaub Sing, a boy only twelve.; -years' o f . age.
This innocent victim of party fary was' cruelly cut into pieces 
with sabres,' a t the moment when lie was occupied with ids Urob 
mins in prayers and giving; aims to tnc poor: tor it was a San-, 
end day, I he first day of a  -Hindoo' month, mi which similar cF*ro- 
* ionics jnnerrdlv took place The gu'-wdiitool the infant child, Baii 
( ioormnek Sing, Misser Helen Ram (the first treasure^'), and other, 
accomplices, did not■ wait long before they-received retribution.
From Shabbeiorc, the murderers hurried towards, the - fortress.
On their way thev met I)hyan h.ng, who was on ..his road to 
Shahfefilore, and , hey in form.d him of wlial had been done, and 

- took him hack to the fortres,. to execute, their project of placing 
,.:••• Kunjeei Suig’fl youngest son, D ,d iep  Sing, on the throne

When they arrived in dm fortress, they shot Dhy.ui Sing, cut 
. his body into pieces, shut, them:,elves up in  the fos t; "is, mid 

proclaimed, by drum-heating, Dulleep Sing as king, and A jeet - 
Sing iris wuieer. Rajah Heor.a Sing, JJliyan .Sings sob, win, 

dd , was at liberty , haying escaped being murdered, knew how to- 
gain the favour of the troops by his eloquence and promises, and 
they Ui I’lmvd themselves ready hr follow him, Confident witn 

, '.this lu red force,, lie entered the city at midnight, s treminded

■ the fortress, and blockaded it. The thundering of the .camion. 
lasted twelve hours, till mid-day, a, which time the small gari-isou 
was- almost exnauhtect. A.t that moment, 1 ice, ,i -ii,ig g a *1 the 
signal for storming, A .Spanish colonel, named af. f Inchon, in 
the ,n cvice of the Sikhs, was one ol the first • oil the battieiiients 
of the dismantled walls. Those who laid down them arms 
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remained unhurt, only tin. ringleader* Ajcet Sing, Lena Sing,
Iteii Goonmich Sing, Misser. Selee limn, and a-few r».h«?rs. wore 
destroyed in the me,tic Ajeet Sing’s head w: cM i - . i-m’ to
Heera Snip.’, as a trophy, but his body, and. that of his uncle, 
l* n a  Sing, were hung up on the outside of the city gale: V*. !i<>
votild iiave imagined that the Hvtori.Kif. Ueera Sing should so . 
■non have met with a similar fnte

W ith tire body of Dliyan Sing, thirteen wive* and female 
slaves were burn1 Heeta Sing, hi, son, had been educated: by : 
iiuiijeet Sing, ua.- endowed witii wit and genius, and had received 
a good education, being able to read, arid write well:, and know 
irig also .how to 'feat the troops:, which latter acc wnpluhmem, ho 
learned from his lathe*;. T he young king (eight years old) had. 
therefore a young minister (twenty-five years of age), who might 
Jam; occupied his post for .a long time, had he not t e i i  too mod) 
under the control of his guardian, whom he regarded as a deity. 
This guardian was a fanatic Brahmin, from the mountains, of 
the name of Jellah Cundit, who frequency induced Heera Sing 
to take false measures, by influencing his mind with astrological 
dreams and false prophesies, to  Use injury of the country In 
fu t ,  he only did thai which pleased linn, and ordered only wbut 
agrees! with his extravagant ideas; (Ins caused considerable 
confusion, and in consequence- there was general dissatisfaction;; 
so it was thought prudent to remove Jellalt Pundit, M ho 
troops themselves, with the king’s uncle at their head, insisted on 
his being deli vered: over to them, to which Heera Sing manifested 
no inclination; this caused the flight of the latter, with his 
guardian, which they performed on.-elephants, laden with their 
riches. But scarcely had. they gone a few pules from the capital, 
and crossed: the river Havoc, on their .way to the moun
tains, when they wore overtaken by  their persecutors, whilst 
stopping a t a village for a few minutes rc-pose, T hey were 
overwhelmed, in spite of the brave resistance of Heera Sing’s 
retinue; the village became a prey to the flames; and.he and Ms 
escort were killed t j  the last. man. Among those who perished 
in that affair was Meean Son Sing (a mo of the m aha-yah



Ghokb Sing), whose head, together with tlnoseof 'Heera Sing., 
•fellah P andit, & c , . w a s .  brought as a trophy to the 
capital. ■

I t  cannot esc 'pe the attention of &n observer who. has.followed. 
t#v die course .of the political changes at that period, that in this

party ,contention a great deal of bloodshed and mischief might: 
have been averted from the country, if the ;$ikhs. .'had been, 
endowed with more ..penetration,jand if , instead of defending the 
cause .of Heera Sing’s party, they had ranged themselves under 
the banner of Ajeet .. Sing, and supported his interest, if they 
had arrested Heera. Sing, as the circumstances then imperatively 
required, they would not only have prevented every future 
struggle, but brought, also into their possession all the immense 
treasures which were at Heera, Sing’s disposal. . But. the proverb 
says, “ Quern- Deus vul{ perdere, prius demon in t 
. I intend to give to my readers a tru e  picture of what happened 

to me at the nssasniulion of Sheer Sing, being an involuntary 
spectator at this ferocious scene; and how I escaped the 
perils which threatened my own person, A t the iuoin>*nt I  
beard the firing of the guns, and perceived, all the people in 
motion, taking their weapons, 1 felt persuaded, that the locality 
*~p» not an asylum for a tranquil man; so I looked for a passage
to make nay escape from the garden — the: scene of horror.-and
betake myself to the spot where f had left my horse and 
servants. . These wore still waiting at a place width was 
separated from me by a small low garden wall, and a na- tow 
ditch. I  hastened towards them, jumped over the wall and 
ditch, and arrived safely at the spot. lit .was by awfortunate 
chance that I  took tins direction for my".escape; niv people, 
telling hie. afterwards, that at. the great entrance to the 
garden the bullets .hissed .and flew about, and that they were 
in great anxiety for my life. Thus if was-i saved in a Critical 
moment, by taking a linn resolution, without any hesitation,

H iving said thus much about m y  own preservation, I will 
now proceed with' .my. narrative.

At the rime of .Sheer Sing's reign, we. mustered about twenty



Europe,.m,, fm tht: most .part IVt-neh an d ' English -> i H f t i n  
the: service of the Lahore government; I t  was the common 
saying, that we should bye and bye .form a colony but, dcfo '■ - 
i'undit dismissed them from the. service* one,after the. other, 
alleging economical motives, but, in bu t, from religious fanaticism ; 
so that l and the Spaniard only renininee Hut at last I: tori' was 
dismissed.. N wi thole*. , 1 reman.ed iri ’ho city and cautiously 
made preparations for my departure, .and for th a t ' purpose 
had sold all mv effects at a very low price. ) did this partly In 
the ad vice,,of my friends, partly by my o-in inclination, per
suaded as. I ■was that- such misgoverhment could not b e  of long 
duration, and anticipating what dm future trust bring forth.
I did not doubt for one ir-orn.ru that they would brmg thi? tjeads 
of the minister and Iris bad advise-' as trophies to L ahore; and 

. my supposition .whs* realised by tl. • result. The fanatics, the 
Akidees (immortals), or rather the robber-pack, the Naliungs, 
exhibited for money the [read of dellah, at ( above av . ihuritsir •
“ That is the j’-jiyue,” they eiekim ed; “ who;-induced the ybifimg.
Ileera ding to murder Ids unefe, the- brave Rajah Soochet Sing, 
for which he wanted an army of SO,000 men, although his 
antagonist was only assisted by forty valiant -mountaineers,”
This murder -Irappened in a small mosque. live miles if mu 
I.adore. Jeliali, the idol of Heeru Sing, intrigued as a decided 
fanat’c against the high priest of the Sikhs, Gooroo 11,dm Beer 
Sing, fonder, the pretext that this, holy man v-as on good forms 
with the rebels and fugitives, and collected then, in liis oafnn. in 
order to surrender the country to the English, he spurred t ic  

I minister on to t^nd a part of his troops to the residence of the
j priest, and to take. the fugitives prisoners. At this- expedition,

accompanied by great bustle, the G.ooroo war shot, together with 
Li great number of homed cattle'(holy beasts, sacred among the 
Hindoos and Sikhs), and numerous -poor people supported by 
the charity of the priest; part of them were driven into the 
river Sutlej, near to Hurekee-kc-Puttuti (a-ferry on the Sutlej), 
where they perished. .Among the slain there was also CaShroere 

i Sing, son to II (inject Sing, who had been driven from the,, fort-
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ross Seeolkote, which was given to iiim ami his brother, IVshora 
Sing, as <m appanage from their iudj^r.

,1 Uah impaired the. civil list of the iting, Dulleep -Sing,
•uni his mother, Ranee Fhumia, and that of his uncle jewsltis:

.’ h, Sing, to such tin > vU d that dwy could not live in a style clue to 
ilteir rank. This prtei.'pttd the brother of the rauee, Jcwahir- 
Sing, Jo allure .Dulkep. Sing out i f  the fortress on nil elephant,

■ and to lake refuge will) the t."oops of General A-'.f-'ihiip,
b u t tht kidnapper was received by the general in command 

' Missei *fuflai'iun, a Rruhini. , id father-in-law to JoHah, with,
in -'e id of friendly siilntntion, r "trobe in : tha- face, inwi he im 

' iktf.ii.' for which ire lost his- sfalar
Jewainr Ship became wu/eer. 11 tlie i > ’he rmnour v as 

a current that Jewahir Sing intended to convey lluileep Sing
: to F&iw .i pore, to deliver him to the English. Ear!) in ihc

morning Heera Sing a cut out on horseback, and b rough t,
. both lho fugitive hunk to the city. According to .-ustorn.

salute of firm intis of cannon were fired on the entrance oj 
IDuUeep Sing, w!:n was given up again to hi mother.in the fort- 

.If-';!1, css. ' Jeivabir‘Sing was draggid to prison. ' A t (hat time JeUali • 
RlteF-ii; Pundit entered into, a tender ronm-c tion will u widow of Sheer-

Sing, mid promised her that tie would m urder Ruiloep Sing, 
and place her sou, as legitimate heir of the Guddee. on the 
tin one. The affair could not be . perfumed secretly, and it. 
reached the ears of impartial persons, to the ItUnec 'huncla 
became informed of this conspiracy, and that v-as quite .•tiflidt'iu 

pi;:: ... to suffocate'-,.it at its birth Women’s oimning snijirts.-es a!i
ski'I, t'penally if the questipd concerns their own interest.
First of all, she contrived to-secure'-the good vvill of the 'treasurer,
J .all Sing. Who would have thought that a man, who owed 
his .splendid position to Rajah Dliyan Sing, and who lived 
a ’ways in the society of Kees h Sing, will) who,:, he coiwractfd 
brother hip, and with whom dell ah I ’midit exchanged urban i 

a. token of true amity, would have played die felon against 
these friends, in supporting I no i since with his advice and activity ?
First of.all lie occasioned - tKe- release of h -r brother, de«.dii|4

/
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. , Mug, gnu  Kim tin required Minis, v ilei wl ioh be -dhired

lhe \ ’i.!iun<>,•., in onler to bring him « ■ t oi' ti,;e city, lie  
succeeded iin mediate!.' in attaching the discontented regular 
.r 'u ;'s  to hi--  ̂ ' t y ; and at tin he-..I i>J’ In- partisan;-.-, be 

. ajijxv,red the next morning, on the’ place: used for military
displays before the fortress, asking from lieor.-i Sing the delivery 

.. of JelJab P und it; Heent Sing ob tinaUly i\fusing the request, 
and holing him elf at the fiionu dine too feeble to. oppose.qpehjy 
tlie mutineers* resolved to ily, as before unm trotted, with Tboean 

, Son H ig, Jillali Pundit an-! Ids partisans the mountaineers, 
directing their steps, towards tlit m e t  ilavee, T hu- 

1 <i<- uhoh bod ’of’ lilt Sikhs became alienated :'from id s  in 
: tefust, anti hi most intimate friends, piir.su-.1 him 'villi the 
sirpH, and when he -. a.- overtaken, they killed all who could 

: . .. . not escape. I 4M S 'ug and Jew ah’r Sing it-ei-tored the fort re -s 
■victoriously about n.opu,. with their trophies, consisting,of live 
heads, whilst the robber-pack, as rear-guard., eager, for booty, 
divided amongst thrmsel, - - the.-.riehCf;, which th.' f'ugiti-.e- had 

' taken with them. Every . one hastened to present iris aazci'-- 
1 .prose >t*„ and . > express his congratula tion, and I did the

I , '-same; on ■’which occasion the new wuzeer, Jewahir Sing, who 
replaced Iff ecru Sing, received • me, not only. rath, a friendly 
•mil .but i. obtained again on tin; same day my former posit ioh 

a • i.-hy-ic-Mu, and dii-ecto-'of the powdcr-rniil, lev, ■
. . dc'v-d'i.r ‘-mg, bkc Isis predecessors, did 1. •! long , .■•’(oy the pos
session of his dignity. He and the celebrated shiv.-girl, Mungehn 
forma' one party of the opposition,;whilst Lai! Sing, and the 
Jtanof C bund a,, were the other antagonists o f  die govermnent. 
On both p c  ( as depended the administration of the government 
while, on account of the contrast .in their views, they could 
not act in harmony, A pseudo son of Kunjeet Sing, named 
Itesh.om.Siug, brother to Cashmere Sitjg (who was killed with the 
nigh-priest), intended to excite a rebellion - against -the subsisting' 
irovermnent, and took the fortress of Attock. Jewahir- Sing,- 

- -flattering hiui with promises, allured hint out of the fortress, 
and gave order that he should he:.secret!}' murdered. But. the

; -■ .̂p. ;!i’



troops, among whom the victim; had a great nnm beft-f par mans 
and friends, got, information of th e ! treacherous assassination, 
and in .-revenge killed. J-ewahir Sing when riding on his elephant. 
Jewuhir was aware what the troops meditated doing with 
him, and endeavoured to avoid their invitation to enter then 
camp.

In the latter period of Je.m hif Sing's administration, we 
Jived tinder very critical circumstances; neither justice,.order 
nor security:'of hfo were enjoyed by the community; T{ie 
soldiers, having lo»t all dwipime, acted as uadi thought proper: 
for instance; if a soldier went into a bastaar to receive an old 
debt, he took it b . force wlfh tenfold interest. At theicalnp 
{■>' aMeean Meer, live mile.', from Lfihore, there was a false report 
th a t . I had concealed in my house some English spies, who 
ware in coipmuiiicatioii with'- '.Jcwahir Sing, to surrender the 
country to the English. Colonel Moutoir was the only one who 

. ; • Sired i u .my hous* and nho, ’ -hurt time previously, had re
turned, from .France,* in order to solicit a new engagement; and 
now and then the Spaniard, Hurboii, and St. Ainami, a painter, 

.called ton rn.e, these lining the'' .only .Europeans at Lahore 
(V. one occasion, some soldiers whom I attended, fold no 
confidentially that the • troops had resolved, if Jewahir should 
not come from the fortress into their camp on that afternoon, 
to assail the forttess and kill him there. Their intention, they 
added, was 'also hostile towards ■ nn  dwelling, which they in 
tended f.> p lu m h ia n d  burn, as they though' I was concealing 
English, spies who were conspiring with Tevvabir Sing to 
surrender the; country to the English ; they rtl vised me the re- 
fore, to carry anything of 'value to a secure place. I t . was 
indeed, not before the last moment, when 'Jewahir heard, by 
the beating of the drums, that the troops were in full marsh, 
to assail the fortress, that he resolved to leave his resilience;, 
which turned out happily for the city and myself, for had 
•he not done so, Lahore would have been plundered and sacked. 
In leaving the fortress he was riding on an . elephant, bolding 
little Dulieep Sing before him on his lap. In. Ids Ilowdo
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((■’mir), there was a number .> bngsfilud with gold and ■ iiver.
H - thought probably to i msor.: M, life with if, b.i; !> ■ wan 
nti-ulen. The, Ranee and A.ungvla, with many slave girl-, 
followed !.mi oiv.several elephant1-, W hen the grain arrived 
H, t.ii famp, the soldiers first/took Dulleip Sing1 n ,.n i bis 

'iiify/and sent liim with his mother i.t r royal tent, on-one. pa 
purpose for the court. Scarcely was: that done, when they 
fired at Jewahir hu.g, without, any further ct r'nrioity, ..and ch; -
same fate awaited two of his attendin' , named ILba-Rutt lin
king and Clietta Payah. This caiastroph- -nadr. such .a deep 
srnpre^sioh on the Ranee and Muugela, that for many weeks 
th-y wr-rt* quite inconsolable; they appea-ed before the public 

' :oi several days with their hair l u o s a s  if mad. .Every 
uiurm’iu. they went From the foifris-. >n foot, crossing ilm piv!
(.place for exercising soldiers) in the,; warden when Jewahir 
•Sing had been burnt with both his companions and. five living :
women; there they gave free vent to their tears, to  relieve 
then oppressed hearts.

I k the year 18.43 the cholera- arrived 'a t -Lahore, 'having 
trarellod through Turkistan and Cttbul. At the same dim- 
fhotah Sing was'.brought from Jumnioo, a town in the moun
tains, a prison < to Lahore,- and la might, have congratulated 
himself on having c-.z.-aped the persecution of -Jewahir' Sing'; for 
it was well know a that at different, periods attempts bad been made 
upon lus life. -The reason of Jewahirs hatred against htea’.was 
that (xbolab. Sing had. persuaded a great number of the Sikh 
troop- to follow Jds banner, to whom he trusted hiuHelfi. He 
•--.vis I roughs from .hutinion i j  J a 1 tore, in consequence of his 
n-'dsta’n'ee to some government; enactions. I t  is; a reparkabie 
)h that (ahohb Sing, in spite of his/fortress being Idea !.adaj 
by numljltfUs troops, was bold enough to give an order to murder 
on the" road- the delegates of the Sikhs whom he himself -hail 
despatched with the subsidies requested by the government. As 
if he Laid regretted performing his duty.

During his struggles in the mountains, Kunjoor Sing, wety 
known to th- English a.- the commander of the Sikh troops at

vor.. [. j.



the battle of .Aliwal, 'had the command in  the mountains of 
Jfeferota. One of the - most wealthy Brahmins of that country 
bad been requested bv some of bis neighbours to take their 
moveable goods into his custody, for which purpose the Brahmin 
solicited of Itunjoor Sing a guard, which he obtained. Bat' 
when Itunjoor Sing was apprised that valuables were stored in 
the house of the Brahmin, he plotted an Intrigue for obtaining 
possession of them, and despatched a division of his men, dis
guised as'robbers, to plunder the house. The Brahmins being 
convinced that this violence had been perpetrated under the 
protection of Ihinjoor Sing, flocked in numbers to Lahore, tb 
make their Complaints, to Jewahir Sing; but seeing they could 
not receive any satisfaction from hint, they a,11 returned to their 
domes. The Ural unin at whose house the robbery. was com
mitted, was the only person who remained behind at Lahore, 
firmly determined not to leave the'capital until he obtained satis 
faction. After a long and vidn expectation, he early one morn
ing. ascended a fig-tree, declaring 'that he would not leave that 
tree before he got reparation for the injustice which had been 
done him. When Jewahir Sing was informed of tire fact, be 
despatched a soldier to compel the Brahmin to descend. The 
Brahmin, ra ther than -comply, stabbed-himself in the tree; .upon 
which, Jewahir commended the faqueer Noor-oo-Deen to order 
the jerahs (native surgeons) to' cure the wound. On the same 
day I  was by accident coming from the durbar, which that day 

• was held in the fortress, and met the faqueer, when we went 
together in the Goolab Khaua, at the Hassooree Bagh, where the 
faqueer had his business during the day. There we found one 
of the jerahs, who reported that the cure of the Brahmin was 
impossible, the bowels having protruded from his body, and 
Could not be replaced. While I  was inquiring what was the 
subject of their conversation, the faqueer related to me the. par
ticulars, and requested me to accompany the native surgeon 
tp see the patient for a moment, adding, that he wished me to 
do my best to restore him to health. I went there, and 
Found him in a small garden before the city gate (Tuuksallee

f g ■: ■’/ (gĵ



Dervrazeli.) The other jei-ahs had already given bur. up as a 
lost man, and retired, (.In-his-abdomen I saw the protuding intes
tines, which, although, unhurt, were of a blueish colour, by 
having been sis boars'exposed to the heat of the summer: in that 
position. The .patient, a lean man of about fifty years, was in 
the full possession of his senses. I sent for my instruments,, 
and enlarged the. narrow opening of the muscle and the perito
neum, so that I could replace the bowels,made u. gastroraphy, 
and joined the wound, Ail this was done m a few minutes.
During the operation, the patient said slowly “ twin, term, 
tenn,” (saint, saint, saint), The assisting jerah gave roe the 
title of ustaid (roaster). After this, the patient was.troubled by 
an annoying hic cup, which, lasted -for three days, and then he 
recovered, I presented him to the faquecr Noor-oo-Deen, and 
the minister. The latter did his best to appease him, and ordered 
some cows, utensils, clothes, and money to be delivered to him. and 
ho retired satisfied. From this fact, every one will be convinced 
of the incapacity of the n a li\. surgeons, or jerahs, in the East.

After the'death of Jewahir Sing, the ranee conferred, on her 
lover, Tail Sing, the title of prime minister. She had been 
several times enuierUe but bad always procured abortion. The 
fact was a public secret I t  is easy to imagine that neither 
civil nor military men respected or feared the ranee and be* 
favourite. This was especially the case among the army, whose 
discipline was in the highest degree corrupted. Every batnUioto 
had two men called punches, or deputies, who dictated laws to 
the court according to the resolutions taken by the assembly of 
the troops. This continued until the ranee and .her..lover 
became' objects-of contempt and disrespect, and were often 
abused publicly, and .threatened, by the troops. There wa.;, no 
doubt any longer that their* days were numbered, and <u that 
time they thought it necessary to put themselves under the 
protection of the English. How was that to be. effected? It 
could only be done by making war against the English, by which,. 
although her troops might be destroyed, and heir opponent.-, take
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posscwit n of the country, they 'would he personally bent lifted. 
Another, reason, which mu v have induced the* rame i« p k v  
herself under the protection >f the English government, was 
possibly lest her fate :might resemble that of' her predecessors, 
should her adult son learn in what mannei his father, and 
also his.igrandiather, had destroyed; their own mother- (vide 
Major G. C. Smyth1* Hietort/ <«/ /'«■> Reignituf Family of 
Lahore). Thus she. was between,two fires, and thought her only 
safety nras in English .protection, The difficulty was, nov, to carry 
out iheir plot; but they very soon found the means. At that ’.me 
Teja thing was. governor of Peshawar, having succeeded General 
Avitabi' ■ and was. the only man who exercised a great i«tluence 
over , lie troops since the time of Kuryeet Sing, The ranee 
called on hini for his advice. On his proposal, false documents 
wore drawn up, which were read in tho durbar, the contents of 
which were, that the English had confiscated the incomes of the 
lands of the gikhs on the other side of the river Sutlej, and had 
committed numerous outrages, add that they were preparing for 
war against; the Sikhs; therefore it was said to be necessary to 
'iave revenge, acd attack; them.

Lail Sing was proclaimed .wuzeer, and Teja Sing ooinm.uuloi-- 
iii-i,!u(*f of tin* troop- The Sikhs revived their gmee p rshaut 
(consecrated bread) on the Sununond (tomb of the royal family), 
where they administered an oath to each individually ; the 
IVIahomedans on the Koran, end the Hindoos on the water-of the 

■ Ganges.
The .astrologers having named an auspicious day, they watt, 

without any further diplomatic conferences, on their march, The 
'English, although well acquainted with ell" (hosts disturbances 
and confusions' which happened in the neighbouring country, 
yet had not the,least idea'of being attacked by their allies, and 
were consequently not at ill prepared for a war On the other 
side of tho river Sutlej, the four battles'wok- fought-—at Moodk.ee, 
Fcrozcbh iimiv, Aliwal, and Sobraon; and the English, t o n - 
pletcly triurnphiiig in, the last; battle, became masters o f  the



ecu; (itry. T eja Sing, whom I  attended at Lahoie, made to 
. m e;.:the candid roufi-sion, that, in cuoum-u, ium In t. Pmse to 
whit-)\ the,country was )< i.iuccii, no other remedy ■> ■ .left for. its. 
sr» ’ ntion hut to surrender it teethe English. U s well known, 
that on the ?£2nd of .December, 1845, ff'ejc Sing arrived.on the 
field of battle with a reserve of twent■ five to thirty thousand 
regular troops, .titer the .English: had fin,tight a ivl;.>(• day and 
night, and eon-timed all their ammunition, on ir • ouut of 'which 
they .had been obliged t6 retreat. Tint the Sikhs with whom 
they had fought, believing themselves defeated, reti.<■«,’!. also, and. 
the English, returned m i ro-occup d tfedr.: abandoned -yum 
That was the critical. ..moment in which tiie reserve army, under 
the command of Teja Sing, arrived, and lie, being in coirrds- 
jioi.de.mt with tbe English, did what lie could to check the ardom 

... of his troops by filling' them with fear; and In n the fn.it who 
turned his back in order to. spare the English, he knowing their 
crnica! position. The army followed his.example, and retreated 
.also. That was the famous battle in which the confusion among 
the • B ritish. troops reached its highest pitch—(-• such a degree, 
that they fired on each other. On. this occasion, a : Catholic 
priest, the only one in the whole army, lost, his life, his lone-
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beard and turban causing (he mistake, ’ft is known, tpo, that 
the .Prince Waidemar of Prussia was in the .English ranks as 
a volunteer, and: distinguished himself by Ids courage and 
calmness. Although he luckily escaped the peril, he was much 
afflicted by the sad. accident of seeing- his dear friend and tru e j- 
il.ing. companion, Doctor Hofmeistcr, fall by his side, having been 
killed by a shot from the Sikh camp.

Ob the 10th .of February, 1846, .the battle .of. Sobraoii took 
place, which decided the fate of tlie < ountry. Teja Sing, the 

: traitor... look to his he L, and, on passing the Sutlej, he ordered 
the bridge to be broken down, leaving., the greater part of, his 
troops behind in a helpless state. T he betrayed soldiers cried,

. • with their hands folded a id  grass . in their mouths, t , dqiu, 
themselves emblems of their holy animals, t in .r .1 ■ f t is d,d,
♦ hat spine of thqni exclaimed i “ life  suffer only the just reward-.

fish . .'".I 1 id' liS'M ' ■ • . 'fe'ifefei.f
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fot otii > <ud uol d e r f i ' a n y  better fate, for there, beyond
the river, is the land where we killed our gooroo with his cows." 
Major G. C. Smyth, in ids history, says very truly eoticecaing 
the attack on the gooroo “ One of the first victims was the holy 
Bai, one of whose legs was nearly knocked off by a cannon ball.

' - titte r Sing and Cashmere Sing, with some other sirdars, M l in the 
conflict which ensued; and numbers of their people were drowned 
m <th. river in attempting to escape. The; Sikhs lost all dk ir 
reverence |or their gouroo, the sight of the rich plunder which; 
his camp afforded: being a \temptation too strong for their piety 
Their only object now was to secure, every man for himself, as 
much .of the 'booty us he could ; but for this they had to light 
hard, "■’'When the struggle was over, the Baba was fou nd breath - 
it,.. Ms last, in exclamations against those of his own caste and 
ereefci. He now produced many of the letters which he had received 
- -—the forgeries .before mentioned—-to prove, as he- supposed, the 
treachery and villainy of the Sikh chiefs and officers, who, as ho 
believed to tin. last, had written these letters, instigating him to 
take, the part of U tter Sing. ‘ When,1 said he. to the .Sikhs 
s round him, * you and your chiefs and officers wrote these letters 
to me, with the most solemn proud <es both to myself and litte r 
Sing, f relied on your good faith, and agreed to your proposals, 
i„ the hope of obtaining for Utter Sing and hi t family the means 

'o f -a quiet livelihood; but you. calling yourselves Sikhs, arc 
worse than Mahomedans. You have proved yourselves ,a vile, 
treacherous and unfaithful race, without pity or religion. Still, 
iny dying prayer to heaven is; may even your wickedness be 
requited by good.’ H e then gave direction* that bis body should 
be thrown into the river, that Ms bones might not be left on such 
a laud of iniquity,” &c.

U tter Sing was an uncleof Ajeet Sing, and brother of Lena Sing',
• who were the murderers of Sheer Sing, Dhyan Sing, and Pcrtanb 
Sing, &e., &c; They w<. e all members of the Scindawalla family, 
and related to Runjeet Sing; -for'this reason, Utter Sing embraced 
the party  of the Ranee C-hund Kotir, a t the outbreak of the civil 
contentiorifl.. Rut the fortress of Lahore having been. .Mirren-
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.tiered, to die nr Sing, !.Jtier Sing took ' j  Sight, and solicited 
protection from the English. It was natural that HI era Sing 
and his counsellor, JTellah Pundit, should endeavour to catch 
him, at ~ny price whatever; so they managed <o bring; him ovet 
to the Baba Beer Sing, in order to implicate the holy own it: the 
affair. I  relate! before,'that jellah I’u.'d.'t, 'b r in g ®1 religious 
fan itifism, h, ted the Baba fur having given, an asylum. to the 
two unfortunate princes, CasJmnvi* Sing and I't.Jiora Sing, after 
having been .driven,. b j  Heera, .from the fortress of Seealkotej'; 
which bad been allotted to them: rs their property, H irer Sing 
permuted himself to be deluded by false promises, and repaired 
to the appointed place, where.directions, were, afterwards giver to 

. capture him alive. The plot imscottied,. it is true. Titter Sing 
war overwhelmed by a superior ton*©, bin he shot at■■ add killed 
the general who was about to capture him. which caused the 
nsuing battle. .

The Sikh army having passed the Sutlej, the soldiers'.became 
•i wore that their leaders were playing the part of traitors, not doing 
anything they ought to have done. In :!v. before-mentioned 
history of Smyth, we find the following passage :‘~~

“ They gave vent to their alarm , and indignation ia ■iierfee 
reproaches on the treachery of their leaders; but that, was'all 
they could do. 4 We, Knew,’ they said to  their leaders, 4 that yon 
had. leagued with the.court, to tend as against the British, and to 
pen.us up here like sheep, for them to.come and slaughter tis at. 
then convenience; lad temembe.r, that in thus acting, .you play, 
the part, not only of traitors to yam  country, but of ruthless 
butchers and tiiurdciers You. destroy a whole army, which 
whatever ils fa.'dfs and crimes may have been, lias always been 
ready to obey the. orders of the state and its officers. Wo might 
even how punish you as you deserve; hut we will leave yon to 
answer to yovir gtwroo and your G od; while we, deserted and 
betrayed as we are, will do what we can .to. preserve the hide-, 
pendence of cur.countt-y,’” &c,

During, this war of the Sikhs against the English, the Rajah 
Gholab Sing renuuned neutral at Jiiromo., in the mountains.



* ' -J

It is true be pfonflim! his support to the Siklis, but ho 
hesitated in lyttilling them as long as possible. A short time 
previous to th. last battle, at Sobs aim, some hundreds of the 
Sikh delegated punchf. (deputies).;.succeeded in drawing out the 
■« bear.’' as they.used to call him, from Junimoo, hIs;detj. didder 
the prersxt'bf getting the 'order from the rtaee herself' and 'be 
durbar, he went, accompanied by them, to Lahore. Out. this 

■ w*«.» only t'onc hi order to provvastimKte. Arrived at' Lahore, I 
' called;on him, because we v etc well acquainted with each other, 

'and he asked me for iny  advice ho# he ought to act jo tliat 
critical position. He complained of the embarrassment lie was 
in- “ because,’ said he, . “ the fame Sikhs who mmiStrid my 
brothers and . sobs,.and who, under. Jewahir’s administration, 
aftertt.pted my own life, are not. endeavouring to draw in & into the 
hold, in order to light against the English." I  advised him wot' 
to ‘mingle with the affair This agreed with his views, the -Sikhs 
having .already lost three batilos; and it was more than probable 
that the fourth, which must decide the destiny of the country, 
would be their last. The treacheries of the chiefs having, been 
well known iu him, l made him aware bow- prudent it would 
bo to demand the eighteen English prisoners • at Philoor, arid to 
send them to hiv house,.'.which he did. Meanwhile,-the news 
of this defeat -at: Sobraon reached us, and that the English had 
passed the Sutlej. . They requested- Gholab Sing, to repair to 
Kiifisoor, lie'...despatched the• English prisoners (airiot g whom 
there was Doctor Benet) on elephants into the 'English camp, 
having previously made them presents at th. durbar ; a/id three 
days after, Gholab Sing followed them.

He chose me to accomnany him as a private co u n se llo ra t 
the first station, h.-uekatch, about fourteen ihilc-a from Lahore, 
we received news from the d ty  which intimidated me. I t  
•was. rumoured that the defeated Sikhs had collected the rest 
of their troops, and intended to kill their commander, the 
traitor Teja Sing ; and having done so, that they then iu- 
te,ruled to divide into two par tit, s, one to march toward • Lahore, 
to plunder it, and ■ tike revenge ott the .ranee and her- paramour ;
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■'.I'd ‘he other to attack Gliolab Slop and his, re.iiuae,. . tor.
.'in'i">g iir> proi.iii.secl them Ms .i-isistanof. and initet.d of ifeif. 
intending to go to Kussoiir, tn irr iid h ' ( tr  toun'ty t< .the g •

• English-.. 1'tfifin?, to be ti sacked vh.imtg.tite. night, no one 
allowed him.‘-lit’ any rest. (H oh’.h rung pfecu four o«m >r • 
which be had with him, nnd« r the « st-iawd of Caphmi (fgrdner,. 
at some distance from our camp, ..pud he., himse.it occupied 
the whole of the night hr going the round of the various out
post* Happily the filths did not .execute either < f heir ui 
o sided movements, and the next' day two arrived unmoksfed 
at. the. English cutup, in ■ the vieiuuv ..of Ko'-soo', CLholab Sing 
wit.lt..his mi if i1 nero uoi i.wivc i with iiitich .ap|»ivht eon! mbs ,
Lm when ah was settled, and. lit J'.ngd-b liar! obiU’vd what 

■ they desired', the scene changed tits aspect; the ypiiug Ffeileep 
-..Sing :vas ! trough i from the capita! t > giv- his ivuict'er; to., 

ail the trail ‘actions the .English then proceeded ,tu Lubmu, 
and tliu elided tin Independence of the onpe powerful state 

t founded by  Ilunj-.pt Sing The English fa rces 'encamped at .
TM ian ’»Ti a, about five miles .from the -tty, To enfeeble the 
country, it was divided into thtw parts; mte was left, to the 
Sikhs, the sec' ltd was annevxl to. the Ung <h possessions, and 
the vVnd, (.. {mien, comprising ;t part, of the mountains, was 
appointed to Gholah Spag, as a rewipJ for the serines fu 
Lad rendered,- and also in couaidentiim of a .large sum ot 
money he .had deli vered . over to the ■•oiiip-.erors. He w<m .. 
pro limed to iho title of Maharajah of Cash mere, which was 
made, hidtpeiidotji of Lahore, hi;t under English protection*- 
IDulleop Sing, after having paid: th • expenses of Uk- van, m 
warned the vider el Lahore, and Call Sing was appointed Ins 
Wuzeer. Sir II. Lawrence was appointed by ihe English as 
Resident,into whose hands the reins of government ware.en
trusted. One of his first measures was the reduction of the 
iirmy, and the suspension, of seveffd establishments for the 
rnatiu fact me of military store,-- including my powder-mill, fee.
Instead of these otablishrnents, an hospital wa-. elected in the 
vicinity of tiv capital, under the direction of the durbar; and
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I  was entrusted with the organisation of it. In  this hospital* 
an asylum for lunatics was established, and I also created 
another, viz,, an hospital for prisoners.

.Rajah Loll 'Sing, who had risen from the rank of muleteer 
to he minister of state, did not long enjoy thy title of wuJM.br; 
being a crafty Brahmin, of great influence among his partisans, 
and. in possession of immense riches, which he acquired at- the 
time when he was Runjdet Sing’s treasurer (he never -having 
rendered any account of the funds under his':.charge), such » 
wan appeared to the English to be dangerous, and his removal 
was considered necessary. Accordingly he was arrested as a 
political intriguer and scut fa Agra, with a stipulated pension.
Tej Sing succeeded to Lall Sing,,.and at the same time was- 
appointed .Rajah of Seeajkote, on account of his treachery to 
fate own country on the Sutlej. A t the ceremony of Iris inaugu
ration, the ranee prohibited her son, Dulieep Sing, from making 
the T ike (saffron sign) on Teja’s forehead,. being fully per- 

.suaded that be had caused the removal of Lall Sing, in order 
to obtain his post. This . ineco -ideiate . behaviour of the ranee, 
who exercised a great influence on her son, 'caused the 'Resident, 
to in >ure her inoffonsiveness by exiling her to the fortress of 
Sheg-Opur. But not having even there rensained inactive 
(in the revolt at Moultan), Sir Frederick Currie, the then 
Resident, ordered her. to be conveyed into another fortress ou 
the Ganges, her plenipotentiary, Gangararn, and General Khan 
Sing having previously been bung, .as associates in the con-, 
apiracy. But the: cunping lady knew how to provide herself 
with means, an'd to find out a method of escaping from her 
prison ; and it is reported that she is now living in Ifatmandoo, 
the capital of Nepaul, not, however, to the displeasure of the 
English, who thus effect a considerable saving.

Sir H. Lawrence, perfectly • acquainted with ait the tricks of 
the orientals, and knowing well how to treat those- people, 
succeeded in procuring their general esteem and approbation. 
Nevertheless, a short time after the ..English had occupied the. 
country, a riot took place at 'the bazaar at- Lahore,-which was so
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serious that the gates of the city were -ordered to he shut. The 
residency r->s still in the city; end at this critical if foment, the 
resolute Resident, accompanied by. Major Edwafties and a- dew 
sowars (mounted soldiers), appeared on- the spot where the 
tumult of -the mob was i aging, in order to establish tranquillity; 
but .they were welcomed by the mob with a volley of stones; 
Major: Ed.wardes received.a slight wound on his forehead, and 
one of the sowars a sabre wound. On the request of the Resident, 
Lall Sing caused, the ringleaders to he captured,; and one of 
them ,:. li rah min, was hung before the city gate, without cere- 
wouy or hesitation. ..

The principal cause of this-by no means insignificant riot, was 
said to be that an English soldier, of.the garrison gave a cut 
with his sward to an ox, which is esteemed by the Brahmins as & 
sacred animal- Since then, however, oxen are not only killed at 
.Lahore, but a t Unuitsir. the holy city, and the meat is publicly 
sold at the bazaars. The .Sikhs and Hindoos, who consider the 
killing of oxen and cows to be a capital sin can do nothing but. 
grieve at d ie  sacrilege, and weep .at their inability to prevent it. 
Their feelings on this point, however, Would .sometimes take a 
more active and dangerous tu rn ; and ; on one occasion, when 
the Resident gave a: .entertainment, in the royal gardens, called 
Shallemar, to which many ladies and gentlemen, add their 
children were invited, and I  "also happened to be among the 

• number of the guests, we were near .filling victims to the 
people’s vengeance. By'good fortune, however, the Resident was 
apprised of the conspiracy, and all preparations were made for 
our; security, otherwise it would, 1 am afraid, have gone hardly 
with us, as. the quarters of the troops were at An&rkhali, five 
miles from the gardens,

Bad health induced the Resident to accompany the-Governor-. 
General, Lord Ifaxdinge, to England, and Sir F . Currie replaced 
him; but as be treated the Sikhs with more indulgence, not being 
so well acquainted with oriental policy as Sir H. Lawrence, the 
people soon began to abuse bis kindness. Two' officer's also, 
Binned A grew and Anderson, both of them unacquainted with



tin; umnuds .iwl /customs of ijtf country, and therefor.' ignorant 
of the pii p; r '«eihod of dealing; pith Midi u people, weire sent, 
accompanied by ft .native, Sevdai* Ivan Sing, to "Mooltan, to 
receive the state .accounts, from the Mulrai, and in tala' their 
■posts as governors of that district. .Both these, officers were 
batbnro'is1 y murdered; and.the natives, as if  by a given signal, 
rose in revolt a go Mist the English. The troops of hie pnn uu'es 
Baen-Tank, Bazareli; and Peshawar also joined the hostile move
ment ; arid a conspiracy has detected "t Labors, in ivh'ch. is 
hefoic mentioned, the rune ».is implicated. Their intent {on vri.s 
io carry away Duheep Sing, and to bring him into the camp of 
the.- insurgents. An tnrnesi and. bloody struggle .arose: Dent 
Mahomed Khan, of babul, •whom the English released a few 
years, ago from prison, look fV  toodi ct of fee Sikhs, and,

, the} defeated the English in two. battles. ' at Karani.ggur 
and ChUliimyalVh ; and it was not lx ftrre the return of 
Sir H, LaWn arc that die English ucom'red ttier position, by 
those two .deciding battles' of Moo! tan and Gujerat, vn the.
Cheunub riv e r: after which-..m ,  on the it,1, of May, lb  1*9'—the .
country was annexed, to. tin* English, .possessions ; the Sikh 
durbar was abolished; and \ny ctliciaJ capacity depending only 
On the existence of that !> dy, na. c. iwqucotly at its end. T 
solicited a pension, which 1 obtained. Du Deep Sing, was sent, in. 
the interior of India, ‘.hen hr bred upon a pension, -derived 
from the revenue o f  tlic same country from which I  reeeivo my 
own, die only dilft ronce between the tv. o pensions being, that 
I am ;dtowed to expend mine wherever I  please. The receipt, 
however, must he at Lahore; my agent there presenting, a 
life certificate^ signed by asr; English authority.

I t  'was-in. the. year 1869 that I  hid returned to Lahore, after 
having visited the European continent and my native country.
I e; toyed the pleasure, on my return, of being the companion of 

■General Ventura, who,.was also hastening. a> India to resume.his 
duties. On our voyage we had many conversations, among 
which, the events which bad happened during my absence from 
Lahore underwent discussion. .On that ■occasion, .the  general
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related hi me an occurrence which at first J ■- scio'celr 
believe,, ihinkiug it a pur e invention or a nice joke; b u l l  soon 
became persuaded that lie wasin earnest, l give it here .rth th« 
remark: only, that after having arrived: at .Lahore, I  Heard it 
coniii ated by other persons, in whose statements I could also 
place confidence,

i! , )eet "nog tiiu rims tiir n  t m e  v j told that a t,
01 {liqueur, listing in, tbo mountain'.. was able .0 keep himself in 
> state rtsunbliiig d .ath , and would, allow hit.nself to be even 
buried, without injuring or ondangeriiig /1 ia lif> pvoudetl they 
would remove or release him from the grave after Urn e-pimiiott 
of ;> fixed thru, he being it, the. possession of the re ears of 
rufcnscihiting mirmlf again. ’flu  ’luih.uajuh thought if ins- 
possible,, ' T o convince huusn-'l' <f thi|, truth o f the assertion, 
ho ordered tic hupn ■■ h> be' brought to court, ail'd, caused bin 
to undergo the experiment, , assuring -him that no precaution 
should ha omitted to discover \\holier it was- a deception. In 
Consequence, t l i ' ill uu 'cr m  l ie  presence of the court, ppje il 
m list'll' in it complete state of a < '>* having nil tin ;tj e,nance 

. of. d eiulc
In that state he wa wrapped hi i)<e linen on which he was 

■ itijfg, ilie seal m Jlunjeel Song ». i stamped tbu-on, and it 
wii.s placed ut a chest, on which the maharajah put a. strong 
lock, The chest m s buried in u garden, outside id the e it-. 
belonging to the minisur. barley wu-. sown 011 the ground, and 
the space'enclosed with a wall and siiiTOunded byldehtinfels, On 
b 0 fortieth dfH, which was the time fixed for hi* xhumiitiot, a 
great number of tin; authorities of the durbar, w it,. General ■ 
v emmv, and several Englishmen from, the \ icauty. one of them a 
mediial mm., went to the enclosure The chest was brought up 
and. opened, arid, the faqufier was.found in tlie same position :as 
they had left him,- cold and stiff. A. friend of mine told me, 
that had 1 beta, present' when they endeavoured to bring him 
to hie. In applying warmth in die head, injeclmp air into hi-, 
earn i 1 mouth, and rubbing the v, hole o f his body to promote 
circulation, .'Vo,, i should ct, : ”.iiily not have had die slighte t
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doubt of tlu.! reality of the performance. The minister, Kajal' 
Dhynn Sing, assured ' me, that be himself kept this taqueer 
(whose name was Haridas) four months under the ground, 
when lie was'at .fuminoo in the mountains. On the day of his 
burial., he ordered bis beard to be shaved, and at his exhuma
tion his chin was as smooth as on the day of his interaiem ; 
thus furnishing a complete proof of the power# ot vitality 
having been suspended during that period. He likewise caused 
himself'to be interred at Jesrota, in the mountains, and at 
Umritsir, and also by the English in Hindustan. In  the 
Calcutta Medical Journal about 1835, there is a  full description 
of the faqueer, and we are there informed, that he preferred 
having' the chest .» which- he wag enclosed, suspended in th«». 
air. instead of its being buried beneath the earth, .ns be fo"'-" 
the possibility of bis body being attacked by ants, whilst in 
that middle state• between life and death. Having, Lowe vet, 
refusal to undergo another trial, several of the English people 
there doubled the truth of the story, and refused credence in so 
astonishing a power.* But it is quite certain that had there 
been any deception as regards the interment of the laqueer, 
rendering his experiment easy of accomplishment, those, engaged 
o r  assoc in ted with him, and to wb.om the. task of restoring the 
vital energies was necessarily entrusted, would of necessity be 
acquainted with the mystery, and able, since his real decease, to 
emulate bis example; that, however, is not the case. I t  appear;-, 
consequently, that the faqueer was the only one then in possession 
of that ability; and as a further corroboration of this view of 
the case, T may mention that 1. myself inquired in' the Punjab, 
in the mountains and valleys of Cashmere, and in other ports 
of India, and used every exertion to find a person possessed 
of this power, in order to bring him to Europe, or at least to 
C alcutta, hot without success. 'Several Hindoos told me .hat 
such foqueers set no value upon money ; I  repin-d to them

* -tv iTroV wate the above, my readers can refer to General "Ventura (Pans) ,
..uvi also to Colonel Sir C. M. Wade (London), who were p re s e t ,  and 
assisted at the .restoration of the  feejneer, some accounts of w nom have, been 
published from 'the Colonel’s statement.
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however,'that at all events they fully appreciated other worhUi 
pleasures. They did not like to hear this statement, implying 
that the fat pteer was a dehtiueh&e. Several coioplaints had, how
ever, been made of him, on which account Hunjeet Sing intended 
to banish him from Labor;, Ho anticipated the intention,-by 
eloping with a Katrany (woman of a Hindoo caste) to the 
mounUir.a, where he 'died, and was burned according to the. 
custom of the country. His elopement with this woman may 
serve as a proof (in contradiction to other statements) that 
he was neither an eunuch nor a hermaphrodite.

Doubtless, it is a difficult task, and not within the power of 
every one to acquire the skill necessary, for the pci to- mancc oi 
this experiment, and those who do succeed must undergo a long 
and .continual practice of preparatory measures. I  was informed 
that such people have their fra-nnhon lingua  cot and entirely 
loosened, and that they get their tongue prominent, drawing and 
lengthening it by means oi rubbing it with butter mixed wu.n 

* some peilitory of Spain, in order that they may be able to lay 
hack the. tongue at the lime they are about to stop respiration, 
so as to cover the orifice of the hinder part of the fosses nm ales, 
and thus (with other means for the same purpose, which I  
shall’ mention) keep the air shut up - in the body and. head.’'. 
Novices, in trying the experiment, shut their eyes, wad press 
them with their fingers, ns also the cavities of the ears and 
nostrils, because the natural warmth of the body -might cause 
such an expansion of" the enclosed, gas as otherwise to produce, 
by the violence of its pressure, a. rupture of some of those delicate 
organs not yet accustomed by practice to endure it. This, I  
am. told. is.'especially the case with the eyes and the tympan 
of the ear. For the better acquisition of this power, they arc 
accustomed to practice the holding oi the breatn for & long 
peripd. They swallow a small strip of linen, in order to 
cleanse the stomach, and by a tube draw a quantity of water 
through the anus-.into the intestines to rinse them. This is

« A. similar process- is explained in some of th e  Snoyclopadias, in the  
article on. •• Jiriffastrimythc,” or the mechanism of the ventriloquists. .
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jwitfbri* --it. while sitting in a vessel iilktd with water to tin height 
t,.f :.he arm-pits. I t  it- said ibm the faqueer in question, a few da vs 
p in m u i t» his ...experiments,1 took sori.e kind at jmigntivu, an ! 
subsisted for several days on. a coarse milk regimen. On the day 
of Ins burial, instead of food, he -lowly swallowed, in the [»i-w'uc 
()f the assembly,' a rag of three fingers m breadth and thirty 
yards in length, and afterwards esirneied it, for the purpose o' 
removing all foreign mutters iVwiHlm slontiu!1, htumg previously 
rinsed the bowels in the manner I  have before mentioned;

. iiidindm ,. as this operation may- appear to -the reader, and <> it 
appears, indeed, u- me also, vet Test- artists mttsl of necessity he 
complete musters of tlioir body and. its 'organism, and 'possess 
more than ordinary power, over the muscles. \Ve arc w a reek 
capable of swallowing a  -.omcwhat long piece of: niacharoni. if it 
is not weV boiled umi mofrioned with barter, &c., to render it 
p;.la table. I t  is probable, 'however, that they nun han- lost the 
sense qf taste, and their nock-muscles wuiy be relaxed to Such'.a 
degree that the long linen strip .does not -meet, with any .resistance 
in the throat. These preparations being made, the faqueer 

■ stopped all the natural openings in the body with plugs of 
aromatic wax, placed back his tongue in the: manner1 I .have 
before indicated, crossed.his arms over his breast, and thus suffrt- 
eated him-. ,f, in the presence,of a multitude of spectators. On 
Iris exhuniafioii, one of tlm firM operations is to draw his tongue 
into its - natural position;'; after this, a warm aromatic paste, made 
from pulse meal, is placed on his head, and fair is- injected into 
his lungs and also through the ears, front'which the plugs are 
withdrawn. By this operation, die pellets in die. nostrils are 
driven out with considerable force and noise, and this is con- 
.-ivkred the fii*t.t symptom of hi* r« -luscita-tidn. Friction is then 
Strenuously applied all over the body, and at length he begins to 
breathe naturally, opens his eyes, and is gradually restored to 

. cousciousnesS,1 It is related that; tiro hundred' and fifty years’ 
ago, in thefrlme of the Cfrioroo Arjmr Sing, a Joghee faqueer 
was found in his tomb in a sitting posture, at TJmrif-ir, and was 
restored to life.1 This faqueer is reported to have hern below the

' f r /  ' ' .: o-v-yofrifriy;;: '



ground tor (>nc hundred vcars;.'awd .when lie revived, he related 
taany ydrcumsfances connected with the times in which toe had 
lived. Whether this tradition be true or false, it is impossible to ■ 
I f t j ; but l tun of opinion, that he who can pass four months 
below the ground without, becoming a prey US corruption, may 
also remain there for one year. Granting this, it is impossible 
to fix a limit to the time during which a suspension of the vital 
functions may continue, without injury to their subsequent 
power.

However paradoxical or absurd this, statement may Appear, 
and however persuaded. I may be that many a reader, believing 
himself to be a wise man, will smile at.the relation, I cannot, 
nevertheless,, avoid confessing freely, that I do not entirely reject 
all tin details given respecting the circumstance, for as Haller 
observes i,ij the interior of nature no mortal can penetrate , 
happy is he wl:;,.: knows a-small part, even o f its surface." We 
hud much credence given to such phenomena in- the most ancient 
traditions. Who will not remember the history of. Hpimenidos 
oi Greta, who, after a sleep of forty years in a grotto there, is 
reported to have again re-entered the world from, which ho h»d 
•so long been separated ? Who will not remember also the'seven 
holy sleepers, who, according to a Vatican manuscript, were 
concealed ut a grotto near Ephesus, in order to i scape the 
persecutions of the Christians,' during.the feign of the Emperor 
Decius: and who, 155 years subsequently, in the- time of 
Theodosius If, returned to consciousness? But even rejecting 
these traditions, have we not also similar examples in the animal 
kingdom ? Have not animals, especially toads, been detected in 
rocks, wherein, according to the calculations made, they had been 
enclosed for .several centuries, in a state of .sleep or torpor, and 
which animals, after having been brought into the''air, have 
recovered their vitality ; and it is not necessary to remind the 
naturalist of the fact, that many species of animals invariable' 
pass the winter season in a kind of sleep* awaking in the spring 
•with - renewed and unimpaired energies. Among recent cases, 
which -demonstrate the great endurance of human lift, ft. the

von, i.
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folk-wing relation .—A t Vienna, Bottle years since. a: Hungarian 
was, lurin'.' a period of twelve months, in a comatose state, and 
In's jaw-bones were so firmly closed that it was impossible to Open 
:,is mouth ; the -physicians- were consequently obliged to extract 
some of his teeth, in order to administer some remedies anil 
broth, Jo preserve life ; he t evertheloss at last recover* d.

In  the Philosophical Transactions for I  "05 (Nor. a ml Dec.,
Vol- X V II , p. 9VH), the history of a ease is related, which sup
ports what has been previously mentioned “ A man of about 
twenty-five years of age, living in the * ■ ighbourhood of Hath, fell 
suddenly asleep, and continued for nearly a month in that state.
Two years afterwards, he was again in a similar condition: his 
jaw-bones closed themselves; b  was unable to cat, but fell 
asleep, and continued, to lie deprived of spoliation for seventeen 
weeks. This occurred at'the  time when barley was being' sown, 
and when he again awoke it was quite ripe. In  the month of 
August be again fell asleep. He was bled ; stimulating remedies 
were employed; anti every means of restoration were used which 
the medical skill of the period could suggest, but m vain; he 

. did not awake, until the month of November."’ In Plott’s Natural 
History of Oxfordshire (c. 8,jsec. 11,.}>• 198, published in 1CVT),

•• case is. alluded to. winch, not being generally'known, I will 
quote here, it being another evidence o f the length of time 

Ij; during, which a person may exist’ without nourislimenr. ■
« Tebekah Smith, the servant maid of one Thomas White, 

of Minster Level, being above fifty years of age, and of a 
robust, constitution, though she seldom ate flesh (it scarcely 
agreeing with her), after she came from the communion on 
IVim-Sunday, April 16, 1671, was taken with such a dry
ness in he» throat, that she could not swallow her spittle, 
nor anything else to supply the demands of nature; unit in 
this state she'' continued, without eating or drinking, to the 
amazement °f all, for about ten weeks, viz., to the 29th os Line, 
being both S t  Peter’s and Witney fair day ; by which time, 
being brought, very low, her master made, -inquiry,' and found 
out a person who gave him nn amulet (for it was supposed
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j "she was bewitched) against this, evil; after the application 
j of this amulet, within two or three flays, time (though I cl are

not suppose there was any -connection between the medicine 
a ad the disc.* se), she first drank k little water, then warm 
■broths ha small quantities at a time, and nothing else till Palm- 
gutiday again, twelve 'months after, when she began to eat 
bread and other food as she had formerly done; and the 
record states that she wr* then about the age of sixty, and 
still, living in the same., place, ready to . testify to the • truth of 
t.he m atter; as were also Thomas White and his. wife, who were 
the only other persons living la the house with her, and who 
would confidently assert (tor they carefully observed), that 
they dii) not believe she ever took anything whatever m those 
tun weeks time, nor anything more than what is. .before men 
tinned until the expiration of the year.”

The London Medical and Physical Journal, Vol. X.XXV., 
p, 509, s t a t e s . t h a t ,

‘•An account of the sleeping woman of Dunnibald, near 
Montrose,'was read by the Rev. James'Brewster,, at the Roya.'
Society of Edinburgh. Her first sleeping fit lasted from the 
27th to the 80th of June, 1315, Next morning, she again 
fell into a sleep which lasted seven days, without motion, 
food, or evacuation. A t the end of this time, by moving 
her hand and pointing to her mouth, it was understood file 
wanted food, which was given to her; but she remained in 
her lethargic state, till the 8th of August,, six weeks, in all..
Without appearing to oe awake, except on the SQth of J • nc"
&c., &c. This case is’ well authenticated.

And in J . N Willau’s Miscellaneous Works, published 
by A  Smith M.D., p. 839, he suites that Iff had seen 

: many, mostly Jews and other aliens, of a dark, swarthy
complexion, sometimes lie six or eight weeks in the torpid 
insensible condition above described.

After this digression I will return to my own adventures, 
having first cited a case in which the remedy called M umiai,
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find of which mention has been frequently mad? in this hook,
■ proved very efficacious.

In  the’time of the Maharajah Sheer it happened thel
an depliant, in spite of all the motion <*f the driver, and of 
the animal itself, during the darkness of the night, fell into
a grave in traversing the ruins of old Lahore. Mrs Van C ......
was thrown from her howda, and had two of her ribs broken 
by the fall. 1 may also mention that, she was at (hat time 
m the ninth month of her pregnancy. I began my treatment 
with a. copious bleeding from th arm, and afterwards ad 
ministered to her one grain of imumai daily, for three succes
sive days, and ordered her to lay quietly on her back, so as 
not to disturb the bandage. On the fourth day, when I visited 
her, she endeavoured, but in vain, to make the cracking of 
the bones audible by moving from one side to the other, the 
union of the fracture was already effected by the callus, and 
a few days subsequently she was delivered of a fine healthy boy 
with touch ease.

About the same time, under Sheer Sing’s administration, 
a 'faitpieer struck me .from behind with » stone, whilst i was 
passing the bazaar at Lahore-; I was told that he was insane, 
and had already behaved in the same rude manner • {« some 
sirdars. On this account I  caused him to he -imprisoned, placed 
a chain upon his legs, and had him taken to my powder-mill 
to work. I gave hint good food, administered remedies, and 
prohibited him from smoking churrus or eating opium, to 
which habits lie was previously addicted. Scarcely was he 
a few days in the mill when I was informed that he had been 
bitten by a serpent, and at once sent him some- medicaments 
which T judged likely to prevent the ill effects of the venom. 
On the same afternoon I visited him, and found him in good 
spirits. I at first attributed the circumstance' ter the effect 
produced by the remedies I bad sent, hut was surprised on 
hearing that he had not taken them, he being of opinion that 
the '.'venom of the serpent was incapable of affecting him,


