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A jam Pal and Dharam Pal. While Ajain Pal was away ou a pilgrimage, 
'his father died and his birth-right was usurped by Dharam Pal. Finding 
himself expelled from his home ho wandered to the Punjab with his sou 
Sukh Pal, and settled at Babhaur on the Sutlej, in the Hoshiarpi.tr district. 
His son moved on into the Kangra Hills, and was fortunate in securing the 
friendship of Sansar Citand, a Katoch Raja of that period, who gave 
him his daughter in marriage, and appointed him to rule over the country 
now known as Nadnun. The twentieth Raja after Sukh Pal, by name 
Ja-s Pol, is said to have been a powerful monarch, who made himself 
master of “ the whole country west, of the Snfclej” , an evident exag
geration. This much may be said for Jas Pal, that he was the progenitor 
of one hundred and one Rajas, counting down to his representative now 
living at Kutlehr, and excluding younger song who became chiefs on 
their own account out of .the regular, line. One of these, G-ajendra PaJ, 
second son of Raja Jas Pal, emigrated to the Simla Hills and founded 
the houses of Bhaji and Koti, still in existence as independent States.

Coming to modern facts, we find the Kutlehr Rajas holding Cfaauki 
Kutlehr, Man Khandi in Nadaun, and Talhati in Hoshiarpur, about the 
time of the first Mughal Invasion. The Emperors grunted San ads to the 
Rajas of Kutlehr addressing thorn as Rai, and recognising their rights.in 
the above-named tracts' on payment.of a tribute of Bs. 1,600, ami 
subject to their furnishing a contingent of forty horsemen and five 
hundred foot.

In later times the aggression's-of the Kafoch, Jaswal and Kahlur 
Rajas limited the Kutlehr possessions to their -present small dimensions- 
This was immediately before the coming of the great Maharaja, who 
swallowed r,p all the Kangra, kinglets with, the utmost impartiality. 
Kutlehr had for years past maintained a precarious existence. In 
the time of the Katooh Chief Ghamand 'Oband, grandfather-of 8'anear - 
Ckaxid, one-half the principality had been annexed to Kangra, and during 
the zenith of Sansar Clmnd’s power, the Kutlehr Baja became entirely 
dispossessed. Bat when Sansar Cband was pressed by the Gurkhas, 
NarayanPal took the opportunity of recovering the Fort of Kotwal Bab, a 
hereditary stronghold on the second range of bills overhanging the Sutlej. 
Then cams the Sikhs. In 1825 they laid siege to this fort for two months 
without making much progress, though they had more than one severe brush 
with the garrison, commanded by Raja Ghamand Chand in person. Finally,
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Jaraadav Khnshhai Singh compounded by promising t^o Raja * jagir of 
Ra. 10,000., should he surrender without further fighting. These terms 
were accepted, .and the Raja duly entered into the enjoyment of his 
allowances. This jagir comprised the tract called Oharatgarh m the 
Jaswan Dun, Hoshiarpur. During the First Sikh War Raja Narayan Pal, 
at the instance of the Superin ten dent of Bill States, expelled 
the Sikh garrisons and seized Kotwal Bah. Later on, when the 
valley .oaro'e to the British, he demanded the restoration of his Chaufei 
ICutlehr property. This was refused; but in consideration of hopes which 
the .ikja alleged had been held out to him by our officers when his 
alliance was a matter of consequence to asj he was awarded a life-grant 
of Its. 10,000 in addition to the jagir of like value he had received from 
Maharaja 'Ranj.it Singh, which was confirmed • to the Raja and his heirs 
lawfully begotten for over. An exchange of villages was subsequently 
effected with the object of giving the Raja a compact jagir in the Kangra 
district. The new villages were Tapas, Tim, Hern, Thara and Dhiungli in 
Hamirpor; and as their value exceeded that of the old villages by Rs 1,188, 
this sum was made payable by the,Raja to Gfovemmeht as mzram* The 
Raja was also allowed three-fourths of the income of the forests within his 
jagir, subject to a sinall annual deduction. Raja Narayan Pal died in 
! 8f>l His property had become involved from various causes, and two 
years before his death it was, taken over by the Court of Wards, and 
retained during the .minority of the present Raja Ram Pal, which ceased, 
in I860. Ram Pal received a good education. His estate is well manag
ed, and ho is always forward in loyal offers of assistance to Government.
He exercises criminal and civil judicial powers within the limits of his 

jagir. His income from miscellaneous sources is estimated at JRs, 1,200- 
including Rs. 200 paid him in lieu of forest fines, which are now wholly' 
credited to Goverriment, The Raja stands fifth on the local list of Pro- 
vincial Darbaris. He was granted Sanads in the Darbar of 187? and 
in the Delhi Darbar of 1903, and was made a 0. S. I. in 1904,. The 
title of Raja was conferred on the head of the family, as an hereditary 
distinction, in 1908. The Raja's brother Mian Gtopal Pal is a Divisional 
Darbari. Ti&a Rajondra Pal, who was educated at the Aitchison College, 
Lahore, is an Extra Assistant Commissioner.

The jagir is exempt from process of attachment by the Civil Courts,
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RAJA GAGAN SINGH, PATH AN IA OF NURPUR.
RAJA MANDhI t A.

I
Raja Dayn Datta,

I
r ' i  i ; n

Baia firthi SAgh Iiular Singh. Mian Blioo Singh. Mian Mohan MangaL
’ (dit-1 18V0). (died 1824),

I vide j. miLy o f M ian
■iicghtimilh Singh of lleh.

I .... ...... |
Fateh Singh 
(died 1789).

Baja liir Singh 
(died 184GV

I
Raja Juswant Singh 

(died j,‘S98).
J  I _ _ ___________________- v -  - 'j

R aja G auas Smart S T i S s f(B08JJ 1882), (born 1S85>'
!

Tika Devendra Singh 
(born 1901).
.Raja Gagan Singh is the represent-  ̂i ve of the old Rajas of Nurpur, a 

small State to the west of Golem The original founder was a Tawar 
Rajput, Jetfh Pal, an emigrant ftetn Delhi. About seven hundred years 
ago he established himself at Pathaukot near G urdaspui, v/hence hie 
descendants are called Pathanias. Subsequently the family removed to 
the Veils, probably for.seclusion and safety, as the plains were open to 
incessant attacks, Nurpur became the capital in the reign of Raja Basil, 
about two hundred and fifty years ago. Between Jeth Pal, also known as 
Rana Bhet, anil the present representative, thirty-one generations have 
elapsed. The boundaries of the old principality are retained almost entire 
in the-British pargana of Nurpur. During the period, of Muhammadan 
ascendency several members- of this family were appointed to- places 
of high trust, and deputed on hazardous expeditions in the service of the 
Empire, In the reign of Shafajahan, 'Raja Jagat Chaud. of Nurpur, at the 
head of a largo body of Rajputs, raised in his own country, conducted a 
didicult enterprise against the TJzbogs of Balkh and Badakbt&hau ; and in 
the early part of the reign of Aurangzeb, Raja Mandba-ta, grandson of 
Jagat Chand, was deputed to the charge of Bamian and Ghorband, on the 
western frontier of the Empire. Alter a lapse of twenty years he was a 
second time appointed to this honourable post, and created a Mansabdar of 
two thousand horse,
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In later time's Raja Bir Singh of Nurpur fell a victim to Ban jit 
Singh’s aggressions. At the commencement of the cold season of 18.15 
the Maharaja had appointed a grand rendezvous of all bis forces, personal 
and tributary, at Siaikot. But Bir Singh failed to obey the summons, 
and as a penalty was fined a sum designedly fixed beyond his ability to 
pay. After vainly endeavouring to meet the demand, even, it k  said, by 
the' sale. of his sacrificial vessels, Bir Singh found himself forced to quit 
his home. He crossed the border into Chamba, whither he was followed 
by many of his subjects and retainers, who voluntarily .shared the had 
fortunes of their old chief Urged by some of the bolder spirits, he pre
sently made a descent upon Nurpur, determined to strike one desperate 
blow for the.recovery of his 'patrimony- But the tactics and resources of 
the simple hill chief were of no avail when opposed to the disciplined 
skill of veteran battalions. He was beaten, and forced to fly in disguise 
through unfrequented mountain paths to the British posts across the 
Sutlej.

In 1816 Bir Singh was at Ludhiana, plotting with • Shah Shuja 
against the Government of Runjit Singh, who considered their machina
tions of sufficient importance to make them matter of remonstrance with 
the British Agent. Bir Singh was requested to leave Ludhiana, as his 
presence there was objectionable to the Lahore Darbar with which we 
were on terms of amity. He retired to Arid, in the Simla Hills, where-he 
lived for ten years in constant correspondence with his Wazire, never 
abandoning the hope of ultimate success. In 1826, encouraged probably 
by the dangerous illness of Ran jit Singh, he determined on another strug
gle for his rights. Starting in the .garb of a faUr ho reached Fateh pur, 
a village of Nurpur, bordering on Haripur, The headman recognised the 
Raja, in spite of his disguise, and basely betrayed his presence to the Sikh 
Kardar, News was sent by express to Lahore that the hills wore in 
rebellion ; for when the arrival, of their old chief was known the people 
rose to a man and joined his standard, Nurpur was invested ; but with
in a week Sardar Desa Singh had arrived at the head of an overwhelming 
force, and Bir Singh was a second time obliged to seek refugo with the 
Chamba Raja, who handed the unfortunate man over to his enemies. He 
was sent to Gobindgarh, and there kept for seven years.

Bir Singh’s wife was sister to Raja Charat Singh of Chamba and 
resided with her brother- At her solicitation, and in remorse for his own
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conduct, Charat Bing!? ultimately ransomed the ex-Raj a paying Rs. 85,000 
for his release, Ran jit Singh offered him the jagir of Ratblot, a fertile 
district on the Ravi, just outside the hills, yielding Rs.. 12,000 \ but Bir 
Singh refused to be pacified with anything leas than his old dominions, 
and these the Maharaja had no intention of giving. He, however, fixed a 
maintenance allowance for Bir Singh’s infant son Jaswant Singh, of Rs,
6,000 per annum, which his mother had the good sense to accept.

the last days of this Prince were worthy of his character and career,
In 1846, when fcbe British and Sikh, forces were engaged on the banks of 
the Sutlej, Bir Singh again raised the banner of his race, He had been 
t !\irty years asserting his rights, and the present opportunity was nob to be 
foregone. But the excitement proved too much for a frame broken by 
age and the vicissitudes of fortune ; and he died before the walls of his 
fort at Nurpnr, consoled by the assurance that Ms enemies were over
thrown and his wrongs at last avenged- I he gallant •and obstinate 
resistance shown by Raja Bir Singh no doubt influenced, and perhaps may 
be held to palliate, the conduct of his successor to wards the British govern
ment. Yet the Raja’s infant son could scarcely he regarded as responsi
ble, although from tlie demeanour then assumed by his officials proceed
ed the misfortunes which subsequently fell upon him, -All the other 
Kangra. Rajas had stipends assigned .them by RanjitSingh, and their 
claims, were easily disposed of by the British authorities. But the Raja of. 
Nurpur never acquiesced in the seizure of his birth-right by the accept- 
au.ee of a jagir. His case was therefore exceptional, and had to bo treat
ed on special grounds. The opposition which he had always m adonna 
his repeated attempts to recover his territory, had given Mm and bis 
advisers a bad name with the Sikhs, who regarded them as turbulent and 
dissatisfied1; and no doubt this character was true, though .justified in part 
by the treatment they bad received- Acting upon these impressions Sir 
Honry Lawrence, Agent to the Governor-General, proposed s, jagir of 
Rs. 20,000 for the young chief, on condition that he should not reside at 
Kurpur, which the officials misled by false hopes, most foolishly wfo 
insolently refused. For a year the Raja remained without any provision, 
and in the interval Job a Lawrence, Commissioner, had lowered the offer 
by throe-fourths ; and this the Raja was ultimately obliged to accept.

On the outbreak of the Rebellion of 1.848, Ram Singh, son of the 
Waair of the ex-Baja, collected a band of adventurers from the neigh-
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bouring Jammu Hills, suddenly crossed the Eavi and threw himself into 
the unoccupied -fort of'Shahpnr. That night he received a congratulatory 
deputation from the neighbourhood, and proclaimed by beat of drum that 
the English rule had ceased; that Dalrp Singh was the paramount 
power ; -Jaswant Singh, Raja of Narpur,aud he, Earn Singh, his minister.,
When the news reached floshiarpur a small force was hurried off to the 
spot and the fort invested. This promptitude frightened the rebels, who fled 
during the night and took up another position on a wooded range close to 
Nurpur. Shortly afterwards John Lawrence, Commissioner, and Barnes, 
the District .Officer, came up' with reinforcements and stormed the position.
Ram Singh was routed and obliged to seek shelter in the camp off the Sikhs 
at Rasul. During his occupation of the hills he had been joined by about 
four hundred men from the surrounding villages, some of them Rajputs of 
his own family, but principally idle, worthless characters who had nothing- 
to lose*

In January, 1849, Ram Singh persuaded Raja Sher Singh to give 
him two Sikh regiments, each five hundred strong, and with them made a 
second irruption into the hills, taking up a position on the Duia heights.
A force of all. arms under General W heeler marched to the attack, and 
the rebels were driven from their fastness with considerable slaughter, 
though not without loss to the British troops. Ram Singh was taken 
prisoner and transported to Singapore. Bat Raja Jaswant Singh was ai 
that time a boy of ten years, and of course in no way responsible for 
what had happened. In 1861 when the matter of the family allowances 
was reconsidered on the death of his step-mother, the Raja’s pension of 
Ra: 5,000 per annum was doubled, apparently upon representations made 
on-his behalf in 1854 by the Deputy Commissioner. These were based 
upon the antecedents of the family, and must have gained strength by the 
Raja’s loyal behaviour during the Mutiny.

In 1867, a part of the Raja’s pension was converted into a small 
agir, consisting of the village of Bar and a G-haudwal, yielding Rs. 2,138 

in the Nurpur Tahail, the balance Rs. 7,882 being paid to him as a cash 
pension. The Raja possesses nearly live hundred acres, revenue-free, 
of forest and cultivated lands m the Oh at roli, K Irani, Chaeh and Ohio 
Lagor villages of Nurpur. The Each lauds, with a garden called Machi 
Bhawan, were assigned to him in consideration of his loyal behaviour 
during the rebellion of 1857. He also holds in proprietary rightabout
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fib sir hundred and fifty acres in village Bhadwar, Tahsil Nurpiir.
Mian Baglmnath Singh, Zaildar of Khar h o , and Mian dag at Singh are 

al so members of the family and hold small j&gvrs, Raghunatk Singh Is 
the descendant of Indar Singh, second son of Raja Daya Dutfca who 
separated from his brother Pirfchi Singh upwards of a hundred years 
ago. The jagir held by Jagat Singh was granted to his grandfather, 
Wazir Sachet Singh, for services rendered during the Mutiny. It con
sists of 2,692 acres, yielding about Bs. 1,050, in the villages of Malak, 
Pandar and Bhadwar, Tahsil Nurpur. Hira Singh, father of Jagat Singh, 
was a Divisional Darbari.

When Raja Jaswant Singb died in 1898 the present Baja (lagan 
Singh was a minor and the estate was taken over by the Court of Wards 
for three years. The Baja., who was educated at the Chiefs' College, 
Lahore, is a Magistrate and Mttnsif of the second class. He is the sixth 
Provincial Darbari of the Kangra District. As head of one of the old 
Rajput families, he was granted the title of Raja as an hereditary distinc
tion iu 1908, His brother, Mian Odham Singh, is a Jamadar in the 
Array. The jagir is exempt from attachment by process of the Civil Courts.
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RAI MEGH SINGH OF KULU.

R.UA. THBPl SINGH.
| ■ ■ : :•

; r ---------------- ---------- r"d ■ ■Intax:. Singfe Prem Singh....... .]k_.... ■ i warnr j ■■■ I , .
Ikkram Singh Kishan Singh Jagai Singh Raja Thakur Singh
(died GSlS). (died 1817). (died 187G (died 1862;.

n ,", ± , | Rai Cyan Singh■ Rajaljitwxigli j (died 1 8 7 0 ).\,died 1841), _____ j j
__ w f _ _   ' _ Rai Da i ip Singh

„ f .. .. ,, I “  ...... "'0 (died 1893).Ranbir Singh Hira Singh Sansar Singh I
(died 1842). (bom 1819). (horn 185 L). Rai Mjsoh'Sinok

1 (born 1882).f— ....- ...- ■...-...h j
Lai Singh Kesri Singh Tik& Biiagw&nt Singh

.(bom 1872). (bom 1888). (born 1907).

Rai Megli Singh, J a g i t d a r  of Waziri Rupi, is the representative of the 
old Rajas of Kulu. Tradition describes Sudh Singh, founder of the house, 
nrt a young Rajput, the banished son of a Raja of Miapuri in Hindustan, 
wandering in search or adventure, and fortunate in having secured the 
good grace;.! of a goddess of ioon,I fame, with whose assistance he succeeded 
in overthrowing some unpopular Thakurs and making himself king in their 
stead. This is the story of their origin put forward by the present 
chiefs. Ihs other theory is- that Sudh Singh was a peasant of greater 
intelligence and energy than his fellows, and pushed himself into the 
front rank on some occasion which necessitated the selection of a leader 
fox the common weal. .But all are agreed that there was a man named 
Sudh Singh who raked Kulu to the status of a kingdom and whose 
children have since ruled under the designation of the Koli- Rajas. Sudh 
Singh's connection with the Waziri Rupi and Parol country dates back 
about four hundred years. There was at first a struggle for existence.
Then succeeded a period of prosperity, when the Kulu Rajas took the 
lead in hill politics, and made their power felt along the Sutlej in the far 
Basbahr country and in tmhaul, as well as lower down the Beas and m 
the upper Kaugra Valley. Finally came the fall before Sikh supremacy, 
and amalgamation with Lahore, forced upon all the Rajput States north 
and west of the Sutlej.
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The Mughals who established themselves. as the supreme power in 
Akbar'g reign interfered little -with the bill -states so long as the'gross 
tribute levied on the chiefs was paid with, tolerable punctuality. Bat 
the absence of fighting or disturbance of- boundaries of the principalities 
in Kuln, which distinguishes 'he rtigus of Raja Bahadur Singh's four 
successors, has probably something to do with the general subjection of 
the Rajputs to the .'Delhi Emperors. Rai Megh Singh, the present Chief, 
possesses copies of orders sent by the Emperors • to his ancestors, in 
which they are addressed as “  Zamradars of Kuln.”  This is fair evi
dence of the estimation in which these kinglets were held by the Muham
madan rulers '^Hindustan.

A second period in Knm history begins with'the conquest of Lag by 
Raja Jagat Singh in concert, with the Raja of Maiidi, early in the seven
teenth century. The Lagwalti Raja possessed. Kohar and Sawar in Chota 

- Bangahal as well as ail the slopes to the U1 River from the outer Hima5ay a. 
now included in the Mandi State, and the country known as Mandi Sab raj. 
This latter territory fell to the Mandi Raja's share, while what 'remained 
was kept by the Raja, of Kuln, who shortly afterwards annexed Srigarh 
and Karayangarh ou Sukefc side, Lakaiil was added by Bid hi Singly son of 
Raja Jagat Singh,. and he also wrested Dhol and Kandi from the Raja of 
Bashalir. Ho waa succeeded by his sou Raja Man Sing tip in- whose 
time the fortunes of the Kulu Raj reached their highest pitch, - He con
tinued to plunder Bashalir, and eventually annexed Sangri, and took 
-tribute from other petty states, spoil as Kuraharsen and Kotgura, now in 
the Simla district. Man Singh made himself for ever infamous by 
condoning the Mandi 'Raja’s assassination- of h is 'own son-in-law Firtihi 
Pat, last Raja of Bangahal, whose' sister he (Mail Singh) had married., and 
by accepting as the price of his forbearance, a .considerable slice or tho 
kingdom which his. n>u.rderer had.seizGch Then he quarrelled witn Mandi 
and took possession of the salt mines at Goma and Dirang, enjoying iho 
revenues for some years. He finally met his death at the bands 
of the Kutnharseii Ra ja, with whom lie had always been on bad terms.

The period of decline begins with a revolt organized against lvaja 
Man Singh’s grandson Jai Singh by one of the Dayal Wazirs, who nad 
been banished the country. This family always figured very prominetufy 
in Kulu history, and has influence to this day. The result was that Jai 
Singh was expelled, and his brother Thedi Singh put on the throne-
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Maridi took advantage of: the confusion to seize the greater part of the Choar 
country; and everything portended a speedy break up of the Kulu Buj, 
when ‘‘SW i Singh resolved upon, a desperate measure for recovering me 
power which, under the Wazirs, had oozed out of hi« hands. He invited 
the leading Dayals and their adherents to a royal banquet, and having 
made thorn well drunk with drugged liquor, si mv them one and all to 
the number of three hundred and over, ihis proceeding had the effect 
of clearing the political atmosphere for some' time, ami thedi passed 
the rest of'his days in the undisputed enjoyment of his patrimony. Ho 
was followed by his son Pritam Singh, in whose time the power of tho 
Mughals' melted away, and anarchy :began to show signs of spreading 
over the land. The Gurkhas in' those days issued from their hilts and spread, 
along, the Himalayan slopes to the edge of the Sutlej, while beyond; to 
fcho Ravi, all the Rajputs had become tributary to S&nsar Chant! K&toch 
of .Kangra, The Knlu Rajas paid tribute to the Gurkhas for Sangri, and 
to Sanaar Chand for Kulu proper ; but their geographical position m a  in 
itself a ' protection from the levy of exactions which would have been 
difficult to realise, and they passed, on the whole, a tolerably independent 
existence* Their troubles, however, were all before them. They were 
about to encounter the Sikhs, a nation in those days united and 
powerful, which no combination pf hull chiefs could withstand.

Kangra was invaded by the Gurkhas in 1805, and three years after 
Sansar Chand, in desperation, sought the assistance of Maharaja Ranjib 
Singh. lu doing so he was unwittingly signing the death-wari ant of his 
own and every Rajput State in Kangra. The Ginkhus were indeed driven 
back j but Ran jit Singh retained his hold on.the hills. Knlu suffered in 
common with its neighbours. An official of the Khalsa was sent to ask 
for tribute, and he returned to '-Lahore with Rs. 40,000. Three years later, 
when a second demand was evaded, Divvan Mohkam Chand promptly 
arrived with a following strong- enough, to enforce it. Rs. 50,000 
was the sura named. The Raja urged it was beyond his means, 
but the Sikhs insisted and took possession of his dwelling at Suitanpur 
forcing him to fly for safety to the mountains. Eventually the unfortunate 
prince raised the money and induced Ids visitors to retire. About 
this time (1814-15) the Gurkhas wore driven back into Nepal by< the 
English, and the Governor-General granted a Sanad for Sangri to the 
Raja who, like the other Oiss-Satlej hill chiefs, had taken side against the 
Gurkhas, In 1816 the chief ship was assumed by A jit Singh, an illegitimate

KANOBA M S7M CT, ^
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eon of the last Raja Bikram Singh, The succession was disputed by 
his uncle Kishan Singh, w ho, with the aid of Raja Sanaar Chand, collect
ed a large force in the Kafcoch country wherewith to invade Kulo. But. 
he was repulsed twice with heavy loss, and was made prisoner on the 
second occasion with most of his followers, owing to the defection of the 
Raja of Mandi, who basely went over to t he other side at a critical moment 
in the fight. The Katoch men were stripped naked and sept back over 
the mountains to their homes, white Kishan Singh died shortly afterwards 
with mysterious suddenness.

In 1.839 a Sikh force was sent under General Ventura against the 
neighbouring State of Mandi. It met with only slight resistance, and 
the Raja was made prisoner and sent to Amritsar. Having penetrated so 
far into the hills, the opportunity of exploring farther was too good to he 
lost; so on the pretext that Kulu had shown a disposition to help Mandi, 
a force under the SindhanwaJia Sardar was sent up the Boas. No 
resistance was made, and the Raja beguiled by fair promises* and wishing 
to save Sidtanpur and his .palace from another sack, allowed himself to be 
made a prisoner; whereupon tho Sikhs set about making themselves com
fortable in the country .they had practically annexed. As the quickest 
means of .'reducing the hill forts of Sahraj, the prisoner Raja was made to 
march with the army, and personally order the surrender of such as 
desired to hold out in his name, He was not treated with even common 
courtesy j and his guards went the length of dragging him, about by the 
beard and offering other indignities to his person whenever it was deemed 
expedient to hasten the movements (if the villagers, who almost 
worshipped their king, in the supply of food and. money, This brutal 
treatment, met with a severe punishment.. The hillmen, who could have 
borne much on their own. account, boiled over with iurv at tho thought 
of a suffering Raja. A plot- to rescue the unhappy chief was devised by 
Kapni’u, Wazir of Sahraj, head of a branch of the Dayals. A sort of 
fiery cross was sent round, and men wore secretly mustered from all parts 
of the country. The Sikh force was probably about one thousand 
strong, It had done its work, and had returned from outer Sahraj by 
the Basleo Pass. A little way below the fort of Tang, the road, a mere 
foot-path, ran along the bank of a wooded ravine; and here the 
Sahrajis lay in ambush and awaited the Sikhs, who came marching 
along in single .file, undisturbed by any feeling of insecurity, When
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that part of the line which, guarded the Raja came opposite the enemy, a 
sudden rush was made, a few mm cut down, and the Raja caught up 
and carried swiftly up the mountain side. At the same time, all 
along the line, rocks wore rolled down and shots fired from above at 
the Sikhs, who were seized with a panic and Mi back upon the 
fort of Tang. Here they remained two days until they were forced to 
3»o.ove out by the failure of provisions. They were attacked again as they 
marched down the valley, and made slow progress. At last they struck 
up the mountain side, hoping to reach uncoinmanded ground and secure 
supplies in the villages above, But they did not know the country, and 
only got on to a particularly barren, steep and ragged hill side, where they 
could barely keep their footing, and did not find even water to drink. The 
light and active Killmen kept above them wherever they went, knocking 
over some with rooks, and driving others like sheep over the precipices.
After a night spent in this way the rniuet able remnant were forced down 
again into the "valley, and there induced to give up their arms on the 
promise that their lives should be spared. It is said that, four or live men 
of low caste, dressed as Brahmins, entered the rough .entrenchment which 
the Sikhs had thrown-up, and with their hands on a cow's tail, swore 
that the lives of the Sikhs should be spared. But no sooner were they 
disarmed than the Sahrajis set upon them and'massacred them without 
pity. One or two camp followers, not regular soldiers, were the only sur
vivors.

At the news of this triumph, which, occurred in the spring of 1840 
some of the Kulu people gathered on the lulls round Sultanpur and made 
an attempt to rescue the two Ranis who were detained in the palace, but 
the Sikhs easily repulsed them. Ajit Singh, the rescued Raja, retired 
across the Sutlej to Sangri. Hera ho knew he would be safe from the 
revenge the Sikhs were sure to take on the Sahrajis; for the Sutlej was 
the boundary line between the Sikh and English governments, and the 
Raja held Sangri from the latter.

A Sikh force marched to Sahraj shortly afterwards, and found the 
country completely deserted; every soul had fled into inaccessible places, in 
the forests high up the mountain. • sides. After burning and plundering 
some villages they retired arid handed over the country in farm' to the 
Raja of.Maudi at an annual rental of Rs. 32,000,

I*
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.In Kulu, however, a force was retained, aiid a Ku> ler appointed to 
man'-nge the revenue. In th© autumn of 1841, the two Ranis escaped from 
their prison in the palace by a passage, which they had secretly dug out 
trader the walls, and fled to the mount Rina. They were on their way to 
■join the Raja at Sangri when they heard the news of hfe death, which 
happened there in September, 1841. Instead of going on to be burnt 
with his remains according to the custom of the family, they returned to 
the palace at Sultanpur, and began intrigues with regard to the choice
of 8* successor.

The Sikhs at this time seem to have intended to give up Kulu, and 
to instal as Raja some one o£ the family who should hold the country on 
a heavy tribute. Maharaja Sher Singh, who had succeeded Ran jit Singh 
about two years previously, had-been much in these Mils, and was inclined 
to he lenient .towards the chiefs. When Aj.it Singh died at Sangri, Mr. 
Erskine.th© Superintend eiit of the Simla Hill States, reported in. favour of 
Ranbir Singh, infant son of Mian Jagar Singh, who had accompanied 
his first cousin Ajit Singh to Sangri, Jagar Singh was passed over as being 
defective in• intellect. The Rams sent for Jagar Singh’s cbnd to ouRanpuy, 
and the Sikh officials there admitted his claim, and wished to send him to 
'Lahore to receive investiture. But on the way, at Mandi, he fell sick and 
died. Thaker Singh, a first cousin of Jagar Singh, was then made Raja and 
given the Waziri Rnpi in jagir. The wl .ole country was offered to him on 
a heavy tribute ; but he was a dull and timid man, and refused the 
responsibility. Sangri ultimately remained in possession of the imbecile 
Jagar Singh.

Three or four years later, in 184b, at the close of the hirst 
Sikh War, the Trans-Sutlej territory, namely, the Jullundar floab and 
the hill country between the Sutlej and Ravi, was ceded to the. British 
Government. Kulu with Lahaul and Spiti became a Tabsil of the new 
district of Kangra. Thakur Singh was confirmed m his title cf Raja 
and allowed to exercise sovereign powers within his jagir of Rupi. 
Jagar Singh of Sangri claim!- d the estate, but was told to rest content, 
with what he had received.

On Thakur Singh’s death in 1852, there was some question whether 
the whole jagir should not he resumed, as the mother of his offiy 
son Gyan Singh was not a wife. It was decided to give Gy an Singh the

■ t it le  o f Rai in stea d  o f R a ja , a n d  only h a lf  the jagir, w ith no p o lit ica l

*
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powers ; but three veers later, on a reconsideration of his claims, the 
resumed hall; was restored. Government, however, gave him no judicial 
or executive powers, and reserved the right to fell timber in. the whole 
jagir.

Rai Gyan Singh died in 1870, and the succession to the jagir devolv
ed on his son Rai Dalip Singh: lie was a minor at the time of his father’s 
death. and the estate, which was then encumbered, was managed under 
the Court of Wards until 1888, when it was made over to Dalip Singh, 
greatly improved and free of debt. The j^Qtr, which comprises the 
villages of Kot Kandi, Chung Haiiandi, Kanawp-, Bahlah andfainsar 
in Kultt, was brought under settlement in 1876-77, and the assessment 
fixed at Rs. 10,000. The JagirdaAs right a were declared to bo those of 
a superior proprietor, The valuaoie . timber forests situa led withiu 
limits of the jagir are reserved as the exclusive property of Govern
ment. Thq jagir contains a great nv aiber of subordinate rent-free tentirps 
held under the grantee, who estimates their yield at Rs. 2,000 per annum. 
Rai Dalip Singh was a member of the Eangra District Board and of the 
Kola Local Board, and was allied by marriage with the Nadann and 
Mandi Rajas. He died in 1892 and left a. son Mogh Singh, aged 10 
years, who was educated at the Aitehison College. The- estate was taken 
under the Court of Wards until Rai Megh Singh came of age in 1908. 
He is the seventh Provincial Darbari of the Kangra District, and exercise  ̂
(he powers of a Magistrate and Mmisif of the second class. The estate, 
was cleared of debt by the Court of Wards and left with a balance in 
hand ofjRs. 20,000. The Rai married a daughter of Kali war Bhagwtm 
Chand of Naia Gadh.
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THE LATE RAJA AZIM-ULLAH KHAN OF REHLU*

RAJA KAIUM-UIXAH KHAN.

Raja Aghar Khan, Raja Rahiai-ullali Khan Radik- dlali Khan.
Four generations. j ' Tr. o generations.

Tika Mahmud Dilawar Khan Bahadur Yaldya Khan, .Nawab Khan, Saif-wllah 
Khan. Khan Fakir-ullah Khan | I Khan.

(dead). (died 1889). Zafar-tillah j I
| .Khan Three genera- Two generations,

(born 1857). dons.
j (_j,__________

Raja Han'id- burdar Bahadur Ilabib-ullah Abdulla Khan
ullivbi Khan limit.-Col. Raja Khan (died (dead)..

g (died 1879). Ata-ullah IChan 1880 .
(died .1002). |

I Two generations. Two generations.
I Ikram-uHah Khan

(born 1874). f~~... —  -......... ........ ....""A
| ' Karitn-ull&h. Khan Rahim-ullah Khan -
(__  __ __ ________  _ (bom 1881). (bom 1897).

AbdullahKhan Akramtilah A .dz-ullah Khan, Saadat-ullaJ;.Khan.
(born. 189-1). Khan.

f ----- ------- ; 7 7 ........~~...7 “ ........177? ...  |

i Raja Niamat-tillab Karamat-hllah Wali-ullah Khan Kalim-nllahKhau 
Khan (died 1904). Khan (dead). (born-18.67). {died 1906)

Ram Azia-t’LLAIi I ... ...  . _____ Kia-ullah Khan
K han (ratm 1905). f"....... } ...... )  (died 1903).

Ahsan-nllah Faiz-ullak Said-ullah
Khan (bom Khan (born Khan {born 

1884). 1886). 1898).
f .. .T 7 .~“ J >77^ ------------ r -| ; - . -... ' ' b

Bashir-nilah Khan Naza-ullah Khan Min-nllah Khan Amir-ullah Khan-
(died 1905). (died 1905), (died 1905).

I m & ’ t „
Baja Aaim-ullah Khan was. the head of the family of the Kashmir

Rajas of Rajanri, which was held by Them hi sovereignty up to the year 
1841. The last ruling chief was Rahim-ullah Khan, who on suspicion of 
attempting the life of the Maharaja Guiab Singh was seat prisoner to 
Oohindgarh and bis lands taken over by the Sikhs. He was shortly 
afterwards set at liberty ; but his country remained with Guiab Singh

Lr«? .. .. 7'“-W‘ 1 dr A • f . c * •>. , . *- ... \ ■ . I- ,
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and formed part of the territory confirmed to him under the treaty of 
March, 1846. Fakir-ullah Khan, son of Bahim-ullah, took an active part in 
con junction with Nawab'Imam-ud-diti Khan, then Governor of Kashmir, 
in resisting surrender of possession to the Maharaja. But his efforts 
were, fruitless. He was exiled to liehlu in Kangra, where his descendants 
now Hve.aa-seini-foreignefs, never having been heartily received by the 
.indigenous Rajput princes.

. . .  . ■ ... , > : . : •
.The family were originally Hindus. They claim descent from Raja 

Jir Ran, a -Jiral Rajput of the stock of the Mahabharat Pandavs. They 
emigrated from Kahmaur many years ago, and after long wanderings and 
varied for tn no, settled down in .Jftajauri and .created bit by bit the king
dom from which the Sikhs - ultimately- expelled them. They probably - 
changed their faith in the early days of' Muhammadan.conquest; and 
they appear to have accepted fiefship under the Mughals without murmur, 
and even to have assisted them.'in- conquering and holding the country,
Raja Mast Khan received lands yielding' a revenue o f . Its. 50,000 
from Afcbur for services rendered in connection with the conquest 
of Kashmir; and some years later Raja Taj Khan gave his daughter 
Rajbai in marriage'to Aurangzeb, who made a short stay at Raj anti in the 
course of a pleasure-trip to Kashmir. Rajbai bore a son, Bahadur Shah, 
who succeeded to the throne of Delhi. The Mughal prefix of Mxrza, used 
by the younger members of the family, is said to have originated from 
this connection with tL v royal house.

Inayat-ullah Khan, grandson of Taj Khan, was made a Panjhmari or 
Governor, and appointed to the charge of Ghorband on the western from ViyA 
tier, H.e wus granted Punch, Bhirnbar and certain other tracts. He laid 
out hand,some -gardens at Bajauri, built a palace and. a sarai at Inayatpur, 
and forts at Kaushabra and Manawar. His grandson Rafi-ullali Khan 
quarrelled with Raja Dhath Dev of Jammu over a boundary dispute and 
in the fight which ensued ho worsted the Raja and beat him back to. his 
capital. To commemorate the victory he removed some bricks from the 
Mandi Palace at Jummu am! placed thorn in the walls of his own house afc 
Rajauri, vi mce they are said to have been removed and restored to their 
original position by Maharaja Gnlab Singh. After Rafi-ullah the Rajauri 
power began to decline. His successor Asmat-ullah had been brought up 
in luxury at Delhi and was enervated and unfitted to give and take th* 
hard knocks which were the portion of a ruler in those days, Early J0.
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the eighteenth century the Rajanri Rajas Were being worsted on all sides, 
Mauawar was seized by Jammu, the people of Bliimbar and Karial openly 
refused to pay revenue, and the outlying districts transferred their allegi- 

« anceto chiefs better able to guarantee thorn a peaceful, existence. Raja
Raram-nllah was a man of energy and ambition, and might have restored 
tiie family fortunes ; but ho was persistently crushed and kept under by 
feardar Abdullah khan, whom Timur had appointed Governor of Kashmir. 
Abdullah bad reason to be angry with Karam-ullab for the latter refused 
Mjni daughter in marriage. Then came Karnm-ulLdds son Aghar 
.Khan, who was unfortunate in having to resist the attempt of Maharaja 
Ratrjit Singh in 1813 to seize Rajauri. He Hod and was captured, and 
died in prison. Raja .Kamth-ullah Khan’s second son Rahim-iillah Khan 
was allowed ajagir of Rs. 12,000. He made friends with the Maharaja 
and was employed in many military expeditions, including one against 
Kashmir which proved successful, and for which ho received a jagir worth 
Ra, 50,000. Tliis was held by him until his expatriation in 1841.

.Rahim-n 11ah rendered service to the British Government during the 
.First Afghan War by sending his son Yahiya .Khan, under Maharaja 
Ran] it Smglis or dot 8, with a force of about one thousand men to keep 
the road open between Peshawar and All Masjid, But in the Sikh Wars 
he sided against the English, and fought with bur enemies at Ferozepore 
and Forozeshah. He died shortly after settling at Robin, and was 
succeeded by Ms grandson Hamid-ullaii Khar. His third son Fakir-uJlah 
Kban took iip his residence at Wazirabaci in Gujraowala and died there 
in 1889. His descendants aro noticed below.' . ' a ' •' • . ■ , p  . . ' ' ... . : •. .. J ' A; . / ;

Zafar-ullah Khan, son of Yahiya Khan, is an Extra Assistant Com
missioner and a Divisional Darbarf of the Gujranwala District.

Since annexation the family has always evinced a spirit of active 
loyalty. During the Mutiny, flamid-uilah Khan, grandson of Raja 
Rahim-idlah Khan, furnished levies who were employed in Hoahlarpur,
Kuhi, Kangra and Dharmsala, under the orders of men of the Rujauri 
clan. They behaved in an exemplary wav, and a relation of Hamid-ullah 
Khan had charge of all the posts of trust at Dharmsala, His uncle 
Nawab Khan fought on. our side at Multan, and accompanied General 
Taylor with a body of retainers when that officer proceeded to Nurpur to 
disarm a wing of the 4th. Native Infantry. In recognition of these
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services Ilaniid-uilah Khan received a hhilat of Bs. 1,000 aiul the title of 
Baja Bahadur, while a hhilat of Bs. 500 was conferred upon Nawab 
Khan.

The pension of Bs. 16,000 which had been assigned, to the family was 
subsequently converted into a jagir of eight villages in the Kangra 
Tahsih The pension had been divided as follows }—•

Xiamid-ullah.Khan •».. ... *•* Bs, 5,000
.Fakir-ullah Khan. ... ... ... „  3,300
Yahiya Khan ... ... • •• . .*>. 2)300
Nawab Khan ... ... a 2?500
Saif-nllah Khan ... ... >j 2,400

The jagirs are held by the original sharers or their [teirs in the above 
proportions. The income is realised by the hoad of the family and 
distributed by him to the several recipients. Succession is regulated by 
the Muhammadan law of inheritance, as modified by the rules prescribed 
for the conquest tenure jagirdars of the Punjab.-

Hamicl-ullah Khan took service under Government, and died as an 
Extra Assistant Commissioner in 1879. He was succeeded by his son 
Niamat-ullah Khan, who was given the title of Baja as a personal distinction 
and made an Honorary Extra Assistant Commissioner. Niamat-ullah Khan 
was a Divisional Durban, and Ills younger brother Karamat-ullah Khan was 
a Tahsiklar, To enable him to pay off the large debts left by his father, 
Niamat-ullah Khan obtained and subsequently repaid a State loan of 
Bs. 29,000. He died in 1904 and his son Baja Azim-ullah Khan, who 
succeeded him, was killed with many of his relatives in the earthquake 
of 1905, when the old fort at Relilu was practically destroyed. No one 
has yet succeeded to the family seat in l)arbar.

Mirza Takir-ullah .Khan, as the head of a separate branch, deserves 
some further notice. Ho was an Honorary Magistrate at Wazirahad and a 
Provincial Darbari of Gujranwaia ; and for services as Magistrate he re
ceived the title of Khan Bahadur in 1877. He died in 1889, His eldest son 
Ata-ullah Khan was appointed Risaldar of Irregular Cavalry and with 
twenty-live men of his own clan joined Hodaoiris Horse at Delhi, serving 
with credit throughout the Mutiny. He was also in Abyssinia, and took 
part in the second Afghan War, receiving the Orders of Merit and of 
British. India, In special acknowledgment of his services, a grant of six 
hundred acres in Eukhaawala, Ttihs.il Kasur, Lahore, was made to him 
and his heirs in perpetuity. He was subsequently promoted to the hone,.

/■''V# ■ Goril\ ; ' ■ ' "■! . 1 =' riK:
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'rary rank t>£ Xaoureuani-Oolor.cl in Ms Regimen b, the 1 Oth Bengal dancers,

and held the important post of British Envoy at Kabul on a salary of
Rs. 13,000 per annum. For his services' at Kabul he was granted the
personal, title, of Baja. He died in 1902 and. his son, Xfa^m-uRah Khan,
who is an Honorary Magistrate' in Gujranwala, haa been granted his
father’s seat in Provincial Barbara.

.■ i  ■. 1
Ata-ullah Khan, younger brother of Abdullah Elia a, who entered the

service with him was Risalclar-Major in the sarpe Regiment; hip son Khalil-
tillah Khan is a Jemadar and his. step-sou Ghulam Ahmad Khan was a
Risalclar in the 9 th BengalLano era. Mirza Fakir-all ah K hair owned fo nr
hundred and thirty-two acres i.u the Mifcrauwali and Nika Klhel villages,
Tahsil Da,ska, Siaikot, and about one hundred acres in Rad ala, Tahsil
W'azif ahad, Gnj ranwala.

Tho jagir at present amounts to about R's. 17,000 and is distributedBPi ",i* ? ' :' . ” * i ‘i i * | ■ * sVr p , u ij ’ t >i]( i * .H . i , ■<,
as follows:—*

, 1 Rs.
M. Ikram-tiilah Khan ...• ■ 2,5)97
ST, Zafar-ullaii Khan ... ... 3,507
M. Azmat-ullali Khan and Amin-nllah Khan,

grandsons of Nawab Khan. 11||| ... 851
M, Firoa-nd-din Khan, son of Nawab Khan... 1,878-
M. Nasir-ullah Khan, sou of Saif-uilah Khan 1,273
M. Amanat-ullah Khan ditto ... 909
M. Inayat-ullah Khan ditto , 824

Total ... 11,744

The amount to bo given to M. Ahsan-iillah Khan son of Karamat-ullah 
Khan and to M. WaK-nllafc Khan has not yet been finally settled.

The following members of the family are in civil employ under 
Government

Mirzaa Zafar-ullah Khan and Amin-uliah. Khan (grandsons of Nawab 
Khan) are Extra Assistant Commissioners, M. Asad-allah Khan was a 
Tahsildar who retired after nearly forty years service in 1908, M. Inayat- 
ullah Khan and Fateh-ullah Khan, Nuib-Tahsildara, M. Wali-ullah Khau 
an Inspector of Police, and Hafiz- allah Khan is in the . office of tho 
Deputy Commissioner of Kangra. Of these, Asad-ullab Khan, Fateh-ullah 
Khan, and IJafiz-ullah Khan are descendants of Raja Agbar Khan.
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RAJA ATAR SINGH, BHADW AL, OF TILOKPU R.

!4j?-rv•-.iiS ':'’-., v - ■vA^^vT^^i v ' J - f
RAJA AUTAR SINGH, ;V>

I
r :  ■------------------------ j

Baja timed Singh Mian Narayaa Singh,
(died. 1876).

t ‘*~ir  " r *n ■ 1 ' ■
Raja Bdj Rai Singb Bhopal Singh Kesri Singh Sundar Singh -Fetch Singh

(died 1892). (died 1900). (born 1839). (died 1870). (died 1881),
i I ! !• ' — ------ 1— -------  ̂ -̂----------------- -j p------- ——

Raja At.ir Sardul Kanwal Man Mahtab Jaswaui Singh Sheo Sar&n
Kishao Surou Singh Singh Sant Singh (born (died 1898). Singh (born 
Singh (born (boro (born Singh i860). ' 1873).
(died 1884), 1881). 1887). (bom ’,
1895). j 1897).

____I____ „ . Kirpa.1 Ludar Singh Hari Singh h -i
J I. Smgh (bom 1896) (born 190?!,

Hira Singh Moti « lngh (born
(horn Chora 1901). 1900).
1887).

Raja A tar Singh, the twelfth Provincial Darbari of the Kangra District 
is the descendant of the ex-Ibijas of Bhndu in Kashmir. His undo Brij 
Rai Singh elected to reside in British territory on the cession of that country 
to -Maharaja Gulab Singh, receiving perpetual cash pensions from Govern
ment in lieu of lands ceded for this special purpose by the Maharaja,

The pension for the Bhadwal family was fixed.at Re, 5,000 per annum.
Of this sum Its. 500 were allotted to Bir Singh, the younger brother of 
Autar Singh, who was .he first pensioner, as the former chose to remain 
in Kashmir. The balance hi paid to Autar Sing Ids descendants, of whom 
A tar Singh-is the present bead, When a dispute arose some -year;' ago 
regarding the distribution of the shares apiqng the brothers, an 
authoritative partition was effected. The pension, is now drawn by the 
present Raja Afar Singh and shared by him with his cousins arjd the 
widows of the family,.

, ' . 1 j’, ' . — .. . y- - .; ■ y ...  ̂ •-■ ■ ■ ..
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RAJA B A L B IR  SING H , M ANK Q TIA,

BAJA APURAB SIN.GH 
(died 1849),

TO’j^ .,  ,. t I ■■ Abd-vai^r^V^laif-
f------------------- ----------------------- ""1

Baja Alakhdoo Singh '(Tpenclra Singh
(died 1867). (died 1899).

Eaja J?.gdi3 SJrigh R-ua Balbxb Singh •Sheodev Singh Shed Singh Devi Singh
(died 1877). (born 1851). (born 1864). (died 1876), (born 1866).

1 ' !Durga Singh Nanrang Singh
(bom 1896). (bom 1908),

_____ __ ____C Z --------r------ —  ;. - r.......•■ i : ~ r ; “" ’ _ iRaghunalh Singh Gopal Singh ®alip Singh .Artiar Singh
(horn 1892). (bom 1895). (bom 1899). (born 1901).

Baja Balbir Singh,' Matokotia, a Provincial Darbari of tlxo Kangra
District, is the grandson of Hai or Baja Apnrab Singh of Mankot, who left
Kashmir on its cession to Maharaja G-ulab Singh, and. was granted a
perpetual pension of Rs. 1,500 in lieu of land annexed to British Territory.
The family has settled in thejagir of the Raja of fCutlehr with whom they
are allied by marriage,

Balbir Singh was a Risaldar in the loth Bengal Lancers and receives 
an annual pension of Rs. 360. M ian Sheoclev Singh, his younger brother, 
is Risaldar on Rs, 200 per mensem.
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M IAN AM AR SINGH, K IS H T W A R IA  OF TILOKPUR.

BAJA TEGH SINGH."" ... *

Jaimafsingh ZoraJar Singh Dila-vm Siagh
(died 1871V (died 1873). (died 1890).

Ir i
Sardar Singh MlAN Amar Singh 
(died 189 i). (born 1883).

Mian Amar Singh is the son ol Mian Dilawar Singh and the grandson 
of Raja Tegh Singh of Kishtwar in Kashmir, who elected to leave his, 
home when the country was made over to Maharaja Gnlab Singh. As in 
the cases of the other Rajput exiles, an allowance was fixed for the main
tenance of this family, to he paid by the British Government from the
revenues of certain lands assigned by the Jammu Darbar.

'
A pension of Rs. 3,000 per annum was granted to the three sons

of Raja Tegh Singh in the following proportion r~*
Jaimal Singh .. ... ... Rs. 1,380
Zorawar Singh ... ... ... ,, 1,380
Dilawar Singh .... ... ... „  240

The whole allowance passed over iu 1875 to Dilawar Singh after the
death of his elder brothers. He resided at Tilobpur, near Kotin, in the 
Nurpur Tahsil, Though originally Hindus and still retaining the suffix 
of "  SfttgV* the family have - professed the 'Muhammadan faith for the 
last seven generations. Mian Amar Singh receives a pension of Rs. 750 
per annum. Lai Devi, widow of Sardar Singh, receives Rs. 750, and 
Hussain Bibi, sister of Amar Singh, Rs. 1,500.

•f- W W  - - ••:■■ ■ :- ■.v*’’' n-& V ,■'/ !. :}'• * , / . . ■ ■■■...• ■ ”'■■■■■.■ , , , vi 'rmr!/. -■ r; ■
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s-'V* ' ' " ■ "■ ■ ’ ■RAX SAH IB  BARAR PA L  'OF BIR

S® HI 1 | ' >..t JKftjL 1.
RAJA PIRTHI PAL

(died 1728),' '
j

(tyV)y) A y . R a j a  Raglmriath Pal
(died 1719).

, r _________________ J............ ................. .
Raja Oalip Pai 

I
Raja Man Pal

RajaUchal Pal ■ 4 .

,'i ; r~~......r ...— o
Ram Pal Mian Bahadur Pal 

(died 1843), (died 185:!.)
Three generations.

' r ~ —  J  ~  .... “iMathru Pal Chela
(died 1882). (died 3878).

fi./ " ’ p — — — -  — } ------------------------------1
Rax Sahib Baear Pax Ltuldar Singh Kharak Singh.

(born 1857’> (born 1860) (died 1894).
f e y . ; , ■ i___ _ _ ___ .   ̂ i_____ ________ _____

_____________ ;____ ................. '._______  1 .. r j J 1 Siam Pal
Ran d Lai Pal Bali Pal Rosila Pirthi Pal (bom JL8$§).
(died 1901). (died 1900). (bom 1888). (.born !9o5),

Birja Bhag Singh Gubvb Singh Lainu Avjun Kanhaya
(born 1855). (bom 1868). (born 1885). (horn 1868). (bom 1871), (bom 1874),

" .. X  j 1 i J 1 ,■
Hari Singh -Aehhar Singh Tela Singh Fhmal Sihgh -

(born 1894). (bom 1904), (born 1902). (bom 1904).

fe"'-' '~“l~ r ' ."1
. r T~—  T  ~ 1

Kisnu Sohim Lachbmau Suhhia
(born 1880). (born 1882). (bom 1891). (born 1894).

Rai Sahib Barar Pal, Kotwal (or Zaildar) of Biryis a descendant of the
Rajas of Bhangahal, who appear to have maintained th eir rights until the
time of Raja Pirthi Pal in the early part of the eighteenth century, Raja
Pirthi Pal fell a victim to his father-in-law Raja Kidli Sen, who, in 1728,
invited him to Mandi on the pretext of seeking his assistance against the
Raj a. of Snkefc, He was kindly received, but within a month of his arrival
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he was beguiled into the Damdama Fort, and there murdered. It is said 
his body was duly burnt., bub his head was buried in a tank facing t he 
Mandi Raja's palace. M pillar was erected on the spot, and a light was 
kept burning on it for years. Sidh Sen's object in murdering Pirfchi Pal 
was to eeiz- his territory, but in this he only partially succeeded. The 
fort.i at Jagapur, I'ika Thana and the pargana of Nir, with eighteen 
villages of Ilaka Chuhar (ail. of them until then forming part of the 
Bhangabal ktugdom) wero annexed to Mandi. Subsequently, Sidh .Sen 
attempted to seize K»raupur, which also belonged to Bhaifgahal; but he 
was repulsed by Raja Eaghunath Pal, who had succeeded liis father 
1 irthi Pal. IIo penetrated, on a second occasion, as far- as Kotharli 
tbilu, then in Bliaugahal; but Raghunath Pal was able, with the assistance 
of Raja Thedi Singh of Kudu, not only to check his advauce, but also to 
beat hire back with considerable loss.

The Mughal Emperors always appreciated the loyalty of the 
Bh&ngahal Chiefs, and when news of the repeated aggressions of the 
Mandi Raja on Bhangahal reached the Emperor at'Delhi, he deputed Adina 
Bog, Governor of Juliuudu?, to drive him olf. Put the Eh an died on the 
road at Dinanagarin 1732. The affair ended uufort-unately for H-aghuniath 
Pal, who went to meet the Governor, as Sham Slier Singh, then Baja of 
Mandi, took advantage of his absence to seize the much-coveted Haifa of 
Kar&npur.

,
Raghunath Pal died in 1749, and was succeeded by his son l)alip Pad, 

whoso reign was rendered memorable by a combined, though unsuccessful 
attack made on Bhangahal by the Rajas of Mandi, Kulu, Eaihlt.tr, Nalagaih 
Goler and Jaswan. The united forces of these chiefs encamped at Tika 
Changar, and made an. attempt to capture the Raja and his brother Mia a 
Bliim Pal, but were eventually driven back with great loss, The Raja 
commemorated the victory by erecting several mounds composed of the 4
heads of ins slaughtered foes. One of these mounds exists in the pine forest
in Bir, and another stands on the bauks of the Pun river within the limits ,'jt . !

Taluk* Bir was annexed in 1719 by the Raja of Kulu shortly before 
the death of Dalip Pal, whose son Man Pal succeeded only to the 
Tcdukas of Lauod and Paprola, He died on his way to Delhi, whither he 
was proceeding with the object of enlisting the sympathies of the Mughal
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( j nperdr in an attempt he intended to make for the recovery of his 
patrimony. The Rajas of Kangra and Goler took advantage of Man PaPs 
absence to seize villages and lands ; Kangra appropriating La,nod and 
Paprola, and Goler the remaining, property. Man Pahs w idow and her 
infant son Uchal Pal sought refuge at Rehlu with Raja E&i Singh of 
Chamba. who gave her a, home and allowed her a small jagir. In 1785, 
when Raja Sansar C’hand of Kangra .married a daughter of Man Pal, he 
lent Uchal Pal a small force to help him in reco vering his lands from the 
Mandi Raja, This latter chief had recourse to .stratagem. He bought 
off Sansar Ohand’s principal officer and persuaded Raja Rai Singh of 
Chamba to. carry war into the Katoeh dominions. When Sansar Chand 
found that Rai Singh had advanced within a short distance of Kangra, 
ho had to muster all his available forces, including.-the portion he had 
lent to TJdial Pal. After the battle of Nerti, in which. Raja Rai Singh was 
defeated and killed, the Mandi and Kulu Rajas secured themselves in 
possession of Bhangahal by paying Sansar Chand five lakhs of rupees, 
Some time after this Uchal Pal died, leaving three sons and si daughter, 
who lived trader S&usar Chand’s protection.. The girl subsequently married 
the Raja of Si'ba. Earn Pal, eldest son of Uchal Pal, died childless in 
1848, The efforts of Bahadur Pal, his younger brother, to recover the 

* family estate were always opposed .by the Raja of Mandi. Matbru, father 
of Barar Pal, the present representative., ,succeeded in obtaining from the 
British Government a pension of Rs. 500 per annum, for his cousin Mian 
Bahadur Pal, and this he enjoyed until his death in 1854.

Barar Pal was given the title of Rai Sahib.in 1305.' He is. .a Divi
sional Darbari, Lambardar and Kotwal of his circle, and a member of the 
Local apd District Boards. His family hold eighty acres as proprietors 
in Bir Bhangahal and Bir, yielding Rs, 2,200 per annum.

, , l' - - . «v ■' ’ ’̂ 3 '
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RAI SAH IB CH AU D H RI M A LLA  SINGH OF IN D A Q R iL

GURBKAJ 
(died 1851.),

I b .Z P D , i
i-------------- ---------------- ----------------------- 1Tut Oil and Arj un

(died 1 Sf 0> (died 1883).
i ! , D t>.( 2 Generations.----------------------- --— ,j •

- r ..... .~.T.~. . i
Sunday Singh Ghag Singh Pariah Singh
(died .1875). (died 1886). (died 1879),

2 Generations. 2 Generations,

^ - = 7 ----------------------------- i
Rai Sahib Cbaudbbi Maun Lai Singh Ratan Singh

SiNQir (bohn 1855), (born 1859). (born 1868).

f  h  ........ i
Banbir Singh Karam Singh
(born 1894). (born, 1897),

^zzizzzzzzzz'i
( i ■ i i

Raghunath Singh Dhararn Singh Bhian Singh Ananfc Singh
(born 1882), (born 1685), (born 1893), (born 1896).

' Ishwar Singh 
(born 1906).

Chaudhri Malha Singh is the head of the fndauria clan of Rajputs, and 
possesses considerable local influence.

The family claim descent From Raja Indu Chand, a Katoch Prince.
Abont two hundred years ago Malla Chanel, grandson of Inda Cliand, left 
the Trvgart country and settled in the valley of the Reas to the 
|onth-east of Narpur. Ho founded the villages of Jndpur and M aura, 
calling them after his grandfather, Chaudhri Gurbhaj, the great-grand
father of the present Chandhri, was kindly received by Maha&ja 
Pan jit Singh, who granted him the villages of Shahpur in Gnrdaspur, and 
d'ijipi,r in the TToshiarpur District. When the Raja, of Nurpur was deprived 
of his territory, Ran jit Singh employed Gurbhaj in its management. It 
was mIns time that the country passed into the hands of the British- and 
he was among those who helped us at the time of annexation. The village 
of Chanaur in Nurpur, of the value of Rs, 1,000, was granted to him 
revenue-free.
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His son Tek Chanel rendered good service during the rebellion of 1848-4P, 
and again in the Mutiny, when he assisted in the capture of rebels, and 
furnished a number of men for patrol duty. In acknowledgment of these 
services the tillage of Ohanaur was conferred upon him and his male heirs 
in perpetual, tenure, subject to tf»e usual conditions of service and good 
conduct. Tek Chand was succeeded in the GHmdhrayat by his son Sundar 
’Singh, who, however, died soon afterwards, leaving his son Malha Singh, 
the present Chaudhri. He is a Kotwal and member of the Local and 
District' Boards. The family owns about 9,000 acres of land in ten 
villages of the Nnrpur Tahsil, yielding about Ra. 3,000 per annum, and 
in addition to this Okaudkri Malha Singh was granted 10 squares of land 
in the Ohenab Canal Colony in 1900. Ho is Sab-Registrar of Indaura 
an.d his jagir is exempt from attachment by process of the- Civil Courts. 
He received the title of Rai Sahib in 1906 and was made a Provincial 
Durban in the same year. His eldest son Raghunath Singh was in 1907, 
appointed Satbarah Zaildar. •
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MAIH DEVI GRAND OF 3IJAPUR,

KAlvPAT GRAND.
IPara,; Chand.

:'A0; Â ar Ohaml
(died 1732). , .
Nilfe OIuui cl ■ .
(died 1796).

Molak Ohaad ■'
{died 1874),

!Mordhaj Chand,
. (died 1887). . * .. .

Dun C’tuvia
UlOKN 1881). . ' 1

Mian Devi Chand, a Divisional Darhari, is the representative of a 
branbh of the Kfctoeh dynasty, which is descended from Narpat Chanel, a 
nephew of Ba ja Bhim Chand of Kan'gra. About two hundred and fifty 
years ago Raja Bhim Ohand gave Narpat Chand a jagir of the value of Re.
20,000. When Narpat Ohand died the/dpjVwas continued to his four sons' 
in equal shares. On the death of pne of them .without issue, his portion 
Was resumed by .the Baja, but the descendants of the' others enjoyed their 
shares until the conquest of Kangra by Maharaja Ran jit Singh, who' 
confiscated the whole. Subsequently, Mian Molak Chand, representing 
the younger branch,, had, JJ& 2,000 of his jagir- restored to him, and this 
is now enjoyed, by his grandson Devi Chand. Molak Chand originally 
received an assignment in Mahal Mori in lieu, of that in Rajgiri, and a casfr 
grant in lieu of that in Chaugar Bhaliar, but he bad actual possession of 
the present jagir from the time it was granted to him. Molak Chand 
was one of the few Katoches of rank who took nopart in the rebellion 
raised by Parmodb Chand. He adhered to the British under circumstances 
peculiarly trying, his house having been plundered'and burnt down by 
the rebels. He was confirmed in the possession of hi&Jitgir situated in 
the Talukae Chaugar Bhaliar and Rajgiri, The grant, was In perpetuity 
to Molak Chand and his heirs male.

On Molak’s death in 1874,' the jagir devolved on his sod Mordhaj 
Chand, who was a good specimen of a high-born Rajput, simple and retiring 
but thoroughly loyal, and possessing much local influence. Ho lived by 
good management within his moderate means, and when he died in 1887,

•.. Ty.y. , r ip ;  Vvp; • . 1 • 1 p a .
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he bequeathed to his successor an unencumbered property. Devi Gbaud 
was then only six years of age, and it was deemed necessary to bring his 
estate under the Court of Wards. Provision was made for his education, 
and Mian Hem Chanel, a Katoch Rajput of the same dock, was appointed 
guardian, The estate has now been released from the management 
of the Court of Wards. Mian Devi Char,d was made a Divisional 
Darbari in 3904
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MIAN RAGHUNATH SINGH OF REH.

INDAB SINGH
(died 1824), !

. ' ' A . ! , hyfT 'Arjun Singh 
(died 1880).

Isliri, bingh Kesri Isingh Sahib Singh
(died 1859). (died 1876). (died 1832),

• . . J  .._______ .., I
I f  1 —̂-----* \

'Kislian. Singh Mian Shankar Bishan Singh Shea Singh
(died 1879). Singh (died 1870). (died 1871).

(died .1900). |
____ J r~-~J■ ■ r ■ ir~  —n f—   "i

MiAK RAcmsiNATH Bhiham Singh Piar Singh Him Singh Sardar Bahadur 
Singh (born 1861), (born (born Mihal Singh

(lorn 1861). J 1864). 1871). (horn 1853),

Hoshiai Halwaiiti Sarup Devi- Seiran Gyan A son 'Oalip R&sjhbir Qandharab
Singh Singh Singh Singh Singh Singh (not, yet Singh Singh Singh
» “  0]°™ (bom (bom .(born (died named) (born (horn 1874). * (born 1880).1884). 1891). 1891). 1898). 1905). 1905). (born 1903), I

1907). f - ........7T“ “ --------- —*}
Baldhv Singh Harnarn Singh.
(born 1897). (born 1900),

Mian Rngb unath Singh is the representative of a branch of the Nur» 
pur family, which seceded from the parent house upwards of a hundred years 
ago. His ancestor Tndar Singh was felt, to bee a rival of his brother Raja 
Pirthi Singh, owing to a doubt as to which was the elder, and because of 
Indar Singh's marriage with the daughter of Katoeh Raja, who asserted j| 
kind of suzerainty over the other hill chiefs. Indar Singh, in consequence 
of this 'ill-heeling, was obliged to reside at Kangra as a pensioner of the 
Ivatoch Raja (irhamand Chau cl. His son Arjun became a favourite 6f the 
celebrated Sahsar Chanel, who granted lands to him and to his brothers 
Bijaor Singh and Surat Singh.

Jo the next generation Isliri Singh, the eldest son of Arjun succeeded 
to his lather’s jagir, and secured the protection of the Lahore Government 
by giving his daughter to Raja Dhlan Singh, the Prime Minister. Through 
him he obtained & jagir in Niirpur territory, at this time annexed by the 
Sikhs. Gn the other hand, bis undo’s children remained attached to tile 
Katoch Rajas, who were reduced by the Maharaja Ranjit Singh to the
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position of m^ljagirdairs:', anti they lost every’tLiog when the holdings of the 
chiefs were confiscated by the British Government for participation in the 
rebellion of 1-848. Ishri Singh's jagirs were in,-a different country, and ho 
was not of the Kafcoch faction, or concerned in the rebellion j soTiis jagirs 
remaiqed untouched.

Ishri Singh was succeeded.by his son Kishan Singh, on whose death, 
■isonless, in 1879, the/apir.lapsed under the terms of the grant, In consider
ation, however, of the high i auk and lineage of the family , the j>igyr in the 
village of Reh, Nu'rpur, yielding. Hs. .1,800 per annum, was, released to 
Shankar Singh, senior representative of the elder branch, subject to pay
ment of one-fourth of the revenue as nmarana and. to provision of 

, maintenance for the widows and the junior members of the family.
Shankar Singh was a General in the Kashmir army, and his son 

Kaghunath Singh is the present head of the family. Ho is. a Divisional 
Darhari, a;'Kbtwal or Zaildnr in the 3NTri.rp.iir Tahsil and a member ’of the 
Local Board of Nurpur and .of -the District Board of Kaogra. The 
family owns 637 ghumaos of forest' and cultivated lands in the village of 
Reh, and about 2,000 ghwnao-s in -Riidi, both in the Nurpur Tahsil,

Minn Eaghunath Singh also received a grant of 5 squares of land in 
the Ghenab Colony, TI\q jagir is exempt from attachment by process of the 
Civil Courts,

Mian Hira Singh is a Risaldarin the 19th Bengal Lancers, and the 
following members of the family are in the service of the Kashmir State

•Sardar filia l Singh, is a General in the State army. He received the 
title of Sardar Bahadur in 1897,

Mian Kaghbir Singh and Gandharb Singh are Majors and Mian Hoehiar 
Singh is Aide-de-Camp to the Commander-in-Chief of the State,

Mians Bhikain Singh and Fiar 'Singh-are Forest Officers.

0 2  CHIEFS A Nl) FAMILIES OF NOTE.



THAKUR AMAR CHA’ND W A 2IR  OF LAHAUL.

KARAM OHAND,
I8u generations,

„__________ _L ______r ...iBhag Chand, Tara Chand.
! |

Ratan (-hand f  - - — - • j - - ^
(bom 1888), Thakur Hari Chand Ram rihand Mehr Chand

(died 1900). (died 1884). (died 1,870),
I )

r --------------------------- i !
Thakur Amah Chand Mangal Chand Jai Chand

(BORN 1884). (born 1887). (born 187IV

I r— .....--------------- j  - —  j
Dharam Chand Lai Chand Nil Chand Run Chand
(born D02), (born 1890). (born 1897), (born 1907)*

Lahaul and Spiti do not form a part of the country described by Mr 
Barnes as ce hills from time immemorial inhabited by Hindu races living 
under the government of their native kings.”  Ou the contrary, they 
are Tibetan countries which originally had no connection with India, and 
were included in the Empire of .Great'Tibet. On the dissolution of this 
Empire in the tenth century many of the outlying districts were formed into 
independent kingdoms; and in this way a chief of the name of Pa-lgyi 
(Jon formed the .kingdom of Ladakh, of which Lahaul and Spiti were -the • 
southernmost provinces. The first occasion within historic times on which • 
Ladakh became in any degree politically connected with India was in 
.1687-88, when in return for aid in repelling an invasion of the Sokpas or 
Kttlmtich Tartars, a small tribute was paid to the Governor of Kashmir as 
representative of the Emperor of Delhi; but a similar tribute seems to have 
been, leviedab the some time by the Government of Lhasa. After the break-up 
of the Delhi Empire, the Rajas of Ladakh continued to pay the tribute to 
Kashmir till their country was conquered and annexed to the Punjab in 
1885 by a jDogra force under Wazir Zorawar, sent by Rajas Dhian Singh 
and G ulab Singh, Jamumwala. In what manner and at what time the 
separation from Ladakh took place it is impossible to ascertain ; but the 
traditions of the Lahaulis go to show that the connection was severed many 
years ago. It is probable that in the confusion preceding the .co-consoli
dation of the Ladakh kingdom by Chang Namgyal, Lahaul became 
independent arid remained for a short time governed by the Thakurs or

k a n g r a  m s m w r ,  n s



LL'ri ]>&Uy barons of small blasters of villages. Four or five of these families
oato survived op to the present flay, and are still in possession ;oi their 
original territories which they hold in jag if, subject to payment of tribute 
or namranst. It is believed that soon after its separation'from Ladakh, 
the whole of Lahaul became tributary to the Eaja of Chamba, and. that 
the part now-forming British Lahanl was subsequently transferred from 
Chamba to Kulu, According to the account given by. the present Kuiit 
Raja, his ancestor in the seventh generation, Bidhi Singh, acquired Lahaul

iy from Oharaba, Bidhi Singh was son of Raja Jagat Singh,, who was a con
temporary of Shahjahan and Anrangseb; and the date of the acquisition- 
may therefore bo placed approximately at 1700. It would appear, however, 
that subsequently to this the Lahaulis continued to pay a small annual 
tribute to Ladakh, probably to avert forays' and to beep the roads open 

- for trade. Indeed the Lahaulis, without orders, continued to pay this 
tribute to the.Governor at Lab op to 18d2> when our Government, being 
informed of. the fact, prohibited the practice.

When Lahaul passed into the possession of.'the British, the jagm  
enjoyed by the Thakurs were continued to thorn. Tarn 01,sand, grand
father of the present representative, had governed Lahaul under 
the Sikhs and under the Ruja. of ICulu. He was appointed Negi or chief 
village headman in administrative charge of the valley, . This title was 
subsequently changed to that of Wazir. In .1361 he. was appointed an 
Honorary Extra Assistant Commissioner,, Ho died in 1877, and was 
succeeded by his - eldest son Wazir ITari Obaml. Ho had charge of the 
Wmarat for many years before his father's death, as his father abstained 
from active interference after 1871 owing -to advancing years. Hari Chanel 
on several occasions made himself useful to the Government., In 3858 he 
procured, information regarding the death of Mr, Schlagenfeweit of the 
Survey Department, who was murdered in Yarkand by Wali Khan 
of Kokan, These services were suitably rewarded. In 1868-64 he 
travelled through Tibet and reported on the resources of the country, 
the routes, and the possibilities of developing trade. Ho accompanied 
Sir Douglas Forsyth’s Mission to Yarkand in 1870, and collected much 
valuable information concerning tho countries through which their 
route lay., tie was the fifteenth Provincial Darbari of the Kangra 
District, and war. a, member of the Local Board of Kulu. Ho exercised 
judicial powers, and was Sub-Registrar in Lahaul. Irj consideration of
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tbe publics .duties* performed -by him, HarJ Chanel received an allowance ol 
Ks, 550j, or one-iorirth the revenuo of Lahaul arid lie appropriated as . his 
perquisite all. the fines and fees received in criminal and revenue oases 
that; came before him. He estimated his income at about Bs. 2,000. He 
died in 1900 and was succeeded by big eldest son Amur Gbaud, the present 
Thakar, whose guardian during his minority was Tlxakur Jai Chanel,
IlritiBb Trade Agent in Ganfcok. Amar Ohand was invested with 8rd 
olass powers in 1908 on attaining his majority, He accompanied Mr, 
Calvert, Assistant Commissioner, on his expedition to Western Tibet and 
v>ah rewarded and thanked by Government for bis services. He lias 
succeeded to the whoh jagir and has in addition income as under:—

. , . Bs.
h Share ot revenue in Kit aka Kotina ..............  758
Compensation for share of fines in criminal cases 

originally credited to 'the family ... ... 16(1
ith of-grazing tax ... ... 400
ygtb proceeds of sale of trees ... ... lo

■ lJay as Sub-Registrar ... ... gfio

Total ...1,678



NO-NO G U N B O  NAMGIAL OF SPITI.

$ !  TANZAM NAMGIAL,
f......... ............. ;.......................T ...... .............  I ..'“ ' 1Nemo Durzfi Karju Rinohen. Tasbi Rinohoti. Tandnp Tasiii. Lobzan Oherin|t.

'* ' I  ‘ ,j, (bera 1833)*
r  • L- ......-.. -..—... -... .........—n 1 ,  ' ' >/, ' ’V i : ? S  8 1 1

r....... ............ i................ i ..i
None- Cbidup None Durze Jamba Kyamclio Jamba Kaacliok,.

Namgial .... Namgial (born 1884),
(died 1S00). (died 1906).

| I1
••: r None Jigraet To'bden -Nono Gtoisb

(died 18001 Namg-iai,
(born 1901).

.
The Nono, or “ Great Noble/* Gumbo Namgial is the. representative 

of the hereditary Governors of Spiti, formerly one of the ; southernmost 
provinces of Ladakh, and now a portion of the Kulu sub-division o f the 

’ Kangra District, Spiti is an outlying Tibetan valley among the external 
ranges of the Himalayan system;- it is shut in' to the north and'divided 
from Ladakh and.Chinese Tibet by the great snowy range of the Western 
Himalayas. Freni its remote and inaccessible situation, Spiti was al ways 
left to govern itself, and affairs are managed in much the same way at the

: present-day.
Mono Daps! Tsetan- succeeded his father Tanaam Namgial in 1878,, 

when the latter resigned office through old age. He exercised limited 
magisterial powers* and was responsible for the collection of the land 
revenue of Spiti, receiving an allowance of six-sixteenths of the revenue, 
equivalent to Rs. 282. He also held about fifty acres of land, revenue-free, 
and in proprietary right, Dnrae Tsetan was the sixteenth Provincial 
Darbarr of the Kangra District. He resigned in 1890 on the plea of 
short sight and since then events have moved rapidly in this family.
He was succeeded by his .son Mono Cfcidup Namgial, a minor, -with 
Tashi' Rincbeu as guardian and officiating Nono. Ohitlup Namgial- 
attained his majority and succeeded to his office in 18,98 but died in 
1900, His son 'Nono Jigmet Tobden, a child, was recognised and ilia 
nnclo Darz6 Namgial officiated for him. He died, however, in 1000 and 
Dorse Nathgial became Nono in 1901. Dnrze Namgial died in 1906, and 
was succeeded by his son Nono Gun bo Namgial, a child of five years
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of age. His uncle Jamba Kyamcho carries put bis duties. Jamba Kyain* 
ebb was brought up in the Tangyut monastery. He baa travelled as far 
as Tisi Lumbo near Lhesaa and visited the celebrated Nor monastery.
Ho finds it difficult to assert bis authority in Spiti.
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W AZIR KARAM SINGH OF BXH.

V* *' WAZIK GOSMJN
" ■ . ' (died 1871>„ ' ' ■ ' ' /

WAZTR KiiftAM SlNSH 
■ (boro 1854),

- IBtoip Singh
f (bom 1871).

Wazir Karats Singh, Divisional Darbarijis the son-of Waair Gosauu, 
the well-known Finance Minister and Regent of Mandi. At the time of 
annexation.. Wazir Gosaun was without exception the most influential wan 
in these Mis. When the garrison of Fort Kangra refused to surrender 
he brought about a peaceful solution of the -difficulty 'by Mia own personal 
exertions. During the Mutiny of 1857, as Regent of Mandi, he placed the 
resources of the State at the disposal of Government, adding a considerable 
contribution from his own private funds. Ho supplied one hundred and 
twenty-five matoblock*men to the local authorities of Hoshiarpur, and 
petted some fifty men with the Commissioner at Julhmdur. He had also 
made arrangements for furnishing an additional batch of five hundred men 

• if any call had arisen for their services. In reward, & j a g i r ,  consisting of 
lands situated in the villages of Bir Kohr and Sansal in. the jPalampqr 
Tahsi'ij of the annual value of Rs. 2,000, was granted to him and his lineal 

' male heirs in perpetuity, oh condition of good behaviour and service.
On Gosaun’s death, Karam Singh succeeded to the jagir and the 

extensive landed and other property acquired by his father ; bat through 
carelessness and prodigality the greater part, of his patrimony has cither 
been alienated or is heavily encumbered.

The -j&gir is exempt from attachment by process of the Civil .Courts,
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THE LATE LAL SINGH OF NAG ROTA

SARDABU
__________ _ — JL____— . 'r  s iBahadur. Jwala. Jograi.

r----- 1 Ir— i  ̂". . ■ ■ r— — l—nRam Rath, Baps, Lax, Singh Khhan L«;
.. J (died 1893). (bbrn 18*7}.

! ' I  i .. f .:

i u — ~  |  | t ....f _ _ ........................1  ......^
Tulsi Rai Sahib Sohaa Sawan Moti D/.aa Salig Lachlan an Kali Bheo Raja Aniba

Ram (died Mangat Lai (born Mai Lai 'Nath Ram Das (born Prasad Prasad Ram Prasad 
looa'i Ram 181K)). (died (born ('born (died 1873). (born (bom (born (died 

(born '( ' 190&), 1865). 1868). 1905). j 1874).. 1879); 1885). 1905).
I 1.853). L. _  i i !, -\ -- -- -   ̂ Budhn Jobru Harnam

r~- ——'j Bam Mias Mai Das (born
LachbmiKeslw Bchari Kesri Lai (;î ® 88 $ g ?  16M}-

Salmi Earn Lai (bom (bom .M g  i8^>-
. (bom, (bom 1880). 1890). l0(f.»

1879). 1882). -------------

Sham Lai OMma Roshin Lai Chui Lnl Rain Lai Paul Lai KeshoriLal Bali Lai 
(bom Lai (bom (bom (born (bom (born 18D9). {bora 1901}, (born 1904).
1879). 1882). 1886). 1890). 189?).

. i— — :~X-___ iLL 
Bhagwan Das Miwar Das Prom mt.b
(born 1399). (born 1901). (born 190o).
Lai Singh,: Provincial Darbari, was the son . of Jog-raj, Kanungo of 

Nagrota. Jograj, who served as Tahsil Kaiitmgo, inherited several 
petty muafis. granted to the family by the Rajas of K&ngra ;*and on his 
death some of theeo, consist mg of about one hundred acres, valued at 
Hs. 215, were eon tinned to his sons daring the pleasure of Government and 
on condition of service as Kantmgos. Lai Singh served Government for 
many years, and became Naib Tabsildar. The family owns much land in 
proprietary right, paying a revenue of Bs. 4,000 per annum, and 
haa some local inSuence.

The following members of the family are in service Rai Sahib Mangat
Bain is Wa.zir of JRampur Bashahr on Bs. 200'per mensem; L&la Bohan 
Lai is a Tahsildar On Rs. 200; Moti Lai, Kaistha, Bar.-at-Law, is Honorary 
Secretary of Dbaratsala Municipal Committee and .a member of the

*
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, Sham Lai, M. A,, is a Pleader, Other members of the 
■ointments in the Subordinate Revenue Establishment of 
lig Ram, son of Lai Singh, was appointed Zaildar and

■
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RAJA RAGHUNATB SINGH OF JASW AN.
: : ' ------ ~ ■ j; -

RAJA NARPAT SINGH 
(died 1782).
Uihod- Singh 
(died 1854).
•Taj lingh 

(died 1856).

Pirth/singh Ran Singh
(filed 1848). (died 1892).

J
M ----------------- L -Z Z Z 7 A Z 7 Z -

Nareadni Singh Raja Haguunate
(died 1849), Singh (born 1852).

r——......F = “ " - J
Sheo Raj Singh Lachhman Singh A son not yet 

(died 1898). (born 1902). named (horn
1904).

Raja Raghunath Singh belongs to the Kasib got of the Chandarbansl 
Rajputs, having a common origin with the old chiefs of the Kangra 
district.

Towards the middle of the thirteenth century the Jaswan branch 
separated and established a principality in the lower hills with Rajpura 
as their capital They were, however, obliged to acknowledge the supre
macy ot the Mughal Lmporors. and paid tribnto it irregular intervals 
down to the time of Raja Narpat Singly who died in 1782. His son 
Umed Singh was then an infant, and offered but a feeble resistance to the 
encroachments of Maharaja Ranpt Singh, who a few years later began 
to extend his power along the north of the Sutlej. In 1815 the Maharaja, 
not content with a simple acknowledgment of his suzerainty, compelled 
Umed Singh to yield his territory by keeping him in confinement at 
Lahore until he had signed a surrender of his' rights. Thus reduced 'to a 
state of vassalage, the Raja became a mere Jagirdar of twenty-one 
villages in the Jaswan thin, valued at Bs. i 2,000 per annum.

Hoshiarpur, with the rest of the Jullundur Doab, was annexed at. the 
close of the Sikh War in 1846. The Raja of Jaswan and the other 
Rajput Princes, judging doubtless by the liberal treatment -the Simla hill 
chiefs had received at our hands, were under the boHef that with the



coming of tile English the powers of sovereignty formerly enjoyed by 
them would he restored. But no such hopes had ever really been held 
out, and they had done nothing to entitle them to privileges which they 
had not exercised for years. Yet they felt bitterly disappointed when 
they discovered that a change of rulers had brought with it no ameliora
tion of their condition; and all of them no doubt sympathised with the 
attempt made in 1848 by Baja limed Singh and some other petty chiefs 
of the lower Sawaliks to break free from the new yoke. The revolt was 
speedily suppressed. John Lawrence, then Commissioner of Rosbiarpur, 
attacked the Baja's forts at Arab and Akkrot, took them and rawed them 
to the ground. His .possessions .wore confiscated, and he and his 'son Jai 
Singh were deported to Kumaon, in the North-West Provinces. Ban 
Singh, son of Jai Singh, was, however, permitted to reside in Jammu 
with his, son Raghunath. Singh, who was married to the daughter of the 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh. He was afterwards allowed to return'to Ins home 
at Amb, receiving a cash pension of Rs. 200 from the British -Government 
until his death id 1892, Raja Raghunath Singh is Ran Singh’s- only sur
viving son. He usually resides at Banikofc, in the Jammu State. In 
1877, at the Maharaja’s earnest solicitation, His Excellency the Viceroy 
assigned' to him the land revenue derived from the villages con
stituting the Jaswan Principality' at the time: of - its annexation -to 
the British Government. In accordance with the terms of this 
grant, the- jagir originally held by Baja limed Singh, consisting of 
twenty-one villages in the Jaswan Dun, yielding a revenue of 
Rs. 18,442 per annum, was assigned to Baja Raghunath Singh, be
sides the revenue-iron proprietary right in twenty-five acres of the 
family garden at Arab, Tahsii Una, Hoshiarpur, and the buildings 
at Rajpnra close by, which formed the old palace of the late Raja 
Umed Singh. Raja Raghunath Singh has a daughter who is married 
in the family of H. H. the Raja of Ohamba.

He is a Provincial Darbari and on account of his ancient lineage 
and connection by .marriage with the Maharaja of Kashmir he was 
granted the personal title of Raja in .1895.

- i ' i .7 -; : 7: ’ tu/-;;::: (
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SOD HI RAM: NARAYAN SINGH OF, ANANDPUS.

SHAM GHANA

( r~ “  i ... ..i ...  i T 1Indar Singh Nahar Singh Udai Singh. Khem Singh Prem Singh Ghaur bingh Jowahir 
(died ohildksi), (.died 1795). (died 1718), (died 1775). Singh.

I__ _J
r

f-------------n
Su.i-jan Singh Jai Singh Six Six One Six
(died ‘18151. (dead). generations, generations, generation generations.

(died out).
v -V' 1 4 , -:•••:

r------------1 71...
Tilok Singh Dim Singh Diwan Singh
(died 1821 -died 1889 \died 1850).
childless). childless),

r ■ . T f
Brijendra Singh Narendra Singh Gajendra Smgh

(died 1871). (born 1844). (died. 18991.

r ....... i ! !Bar Narayac Singh R.w 'Narayan Moti Singh Qurhachan Singh
(died 1889). SinUH (bobs horn 1.871). (bom 1893),

. 1871),
' ■ ________ J-■ r .....  ir........ .... r hAutar Singh Jagfcar Singh Markishan Singh Pritam sinkh

(horn 1902), (born 1903). (horn 1891). (bout 1895).

The Auandpur Sodliis arc Audit Khatri Sikhs, and claim descent from 
Guru Ram Das, fourth in succession to Baba (Nanak. It was he who built 
the famous temple known as the Darbav Sahib at Amritsar, thus securing 
to t hat city the honour of being the permanent head-quarters of Sikhism 
throughout the Punjab. Guru Ram Das had three sons, .Pirthi Chanel,
Mohandeo and Arjun, of whom the youngest took the gadi on his father's 
death . Most of the Sodli is of the Foronepore, Jnllundur and Shall pur 
districts and of Patiala and other Punjab States, are descended from Pirthi 
Ghand, while those of Anandpur in Hoshiarpur, and Kartarpur in Julian- 
dur are of the children of Arjun. Mohandeo was. an ascetic and did not 
marry. Guru Arjun devoted himself to the compiling and arranging of 
the Gfanth Sahib, or Sacred Volume, in its present form. His son Guru 
Har Gobincl is said to have possessed both spiritual and temporal excellence,

a :fAg (►. ; Vfctfv



Muhammadans, in niany pitched battles, adding all the time to the strength 
^  Ids own sect by prosclytis.ng pn a large scale whorevor i^ ̂ veiit, Guru

■ ■ . i):i vine support. His head'was cutoff by the Emperor Aorahgzeb, who
perceived the necessity of suppressing the young sect and did his best to

\ , . ■;. clw . k its growth, With his father’s deat.lt to avenge, Guru Gobind Singh
Iff way the bitter enemy of all Muhammadans, He was the last of the Gurus ;
K% the favourite hero in Sikh history, whose miracles, rival the older -'records,

and whoso , ots oi bravery raid charity are sung by every Sikh mother to 
her son, Guru Gobind Singh was, in-his bum, crushed and broken, by the 

V Mughals. Ilia four sons .were slain in their father’s lifetime, and for a
d|§t’; moment the flame of fanaticism appeared to' have been stamped out, for
W:d there was no one worthy to succeed the Guru and his place still remains
p : 'unfilled. A spiritual successor is believed to be pa his way, arid the Sikhs

watch constantly for his coming; but Gobind Singh is still the las tv of the 
recognised heads of tho faith. Ho was nominally succeeded, as temporal 
deader by his uncle Sura] Mai, a man of no energy or character, who 
never had the people with him, ..and under whose weak sway the oauso 

' only suffered harm. It is unnecessary to follow the family history step
'Jr, by step, Gulab Jtfcivi, grandson oi Sara] Mai, rebuilt the town of Anand-

par, destroyed by the Muhammadans in the time of Guru Gobind Singh, 
and-purchased extensive plots of land from'Raja Bhim Chand of Bilaspur, 
thus largely helping to restore the social position of the family, upon 

' which much of their religious influence depended. From his four
nephews, Nahar Singh, Udai Singh, Khem Singh and Ohaur Singh, are 
descended the Anandpur Sodhis in four branches known as the .Bari,
Dmri, Tim and Ghauthi Sarkars. The Anandpur Sodhis have always 
been treated with tho greatest respect as representatives of the fountain 
head of the Sikh faith. In the Khalsa days it was a matter of import** 
nnce to secure their co-operation when an expedition on a large scale was 
bring organised south of the Sutlej ; and tho four brothers mentioned above 
wore constantly out on the war-path towards the end of the eighteenth 
century. They were usually present in the oxercrie of fchoir spiritual 
functions, taking no active part in the fighting, and merely exhorting the 
jnpre fiery Jab- to go in and win. But their share of the plunder

•- ' ' ■ » , i " ' . ' . ' ' ■ .
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was always handsome, a sure proof Of the high value attaching to their 
services. At annexaiiou they held jagira valued at a lakh and a half par 
annum, They were naturally dissatisfied at the coming of the English, 

ft meant loss of-dignity and comparative ruin to them.-,* and they did 
all theif timid natures permitted to thwart our officers and discredit ear 
•actions in the eyes oi the people. Bab the people - failed to respond: they, 
hud been -too completely trashed to be in much spirit to resist a power 
that had recently broken to pieces a disciplined .army. The Sodhis found 
themselves. tem poian'ly paralyzed. They were obliged to' accept the now- 
rale, tardily and sulkily, and to secure the host terms they could for 
themselves. Weapons had been found concealed in their villages in 
disobediencepf the order’ requiring tho immediate surrender of all arms; 
treasonable loiters caule to light which uptight justly have led their 
writers to the scaffold ;■ but every consideration was shown to a family 
that had some reason for objecting to a change of Government, and th« 
So'dhis were dealt with in a spirit of-liberality which they could hardly 
have expected, and which no doubt has since been gratefully acknow
ledged by the whole Sikhj f̂itipn. Cash alio wanees, aggregating lie. 55,2(J0, 
wore made to the different members of the Anand|iur house in 184.7,, 
These, however, gradually lapsed with the lives of the holders and had 
thirty years later dwindled down to Its, 9,924 But it was not the desire 
of Govern tnml that tho family should sink into poverty after a genera
tion. The question was taken up and settled m 1884 by the sanctioning 
of a, scheme regulating the scale of pension for each recipient, and 

■ securing succession to next heirs on fixed principles. Under this scheme 
tho head of the .house was declared entitled to an allowance in oerpetuiby 
of Rs. 2,400 per annum, descending integrally to the representative of the: 
family for the time being. The heirs of all other recipients were permit
ted to succeed to one-ludf subject to the commutation of all pensions of 
less than fifty rupees, provision for tho; widows and unmarried daughters 
being in all cases made from the other half of the allowances.

Prominent among the representative Sddhis of Anandpur are 
Earn Narayan Singh and his uncle Barendra Singh and also Narondra 
Singli Jluraliwala, so called from Mauza Kuraii, in the Ambala district 
which was once in possession of the family. They are all three 
Darbaris, the first and last being Provincial, and are descended from 
Sodhi Sluim Chanel, Nareudra Singh ICura Li wala is the great-grandson 
Of OJiaur Singh,;:̂h: ̂ ; , / ."r ■ ‘ : i.' -:yg; fy a';. ' , • . V . :’ ■ -
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R&na Narayan Singh represents the senior branch, descended 
from Nahar Singh, and known as the Bari Sarlcar. Sodhi .Nahar Singh 
held a large number of jagir villages yielding more than a lakh of rupees. 
He. died in 1795. His grandson Diwan Singh was at the head of the 
family in 1346 when the Jullundnr JDoah was annexed. As already 
stated, the conduct of the Sodhis generally was unsatisfactory at that period 
and they suffered in the confiscation of their estates. Hi wan Singh was 
awarded a cash allowance of Its. 8,400 per annum. He died in 1850.

. His grandsons Mar. Narayan and Barn Narayan were minors and thoir 
estates were placed under the management of their uncle Narondra Singh, 
who was appointed guardian by the District Judge of Hoshiarpur. 
Sodhi Har Narayan Singh, the older son, died in 1889. Sodhi Narenda 
Singh, uncle of Ram Narayan Singh, is a gout)©man of position and 
substance, and has much local influence. He is an Honorary Magistrate 
and a member of the Municipal Committee of Anandpur and of the 
District Board and a Divisional Darbari.

There is a jagir assignment in Patiala of Us, 1.0,000 per annum 
shared in proportion by Ram Narayan Singh, his uncle and his'cousin.

. ■ Sodhi Ram Narayan Singh also holds a village in jagir from the Baja of
Faridkot,. yielding Its. 475 per. annum; and Narendra Singh and iua 

! nephew Ginbaehan Singh enjoy a' small jagir in the Nalagarh State.
The uncle and nephews are joint • owners of Ohak Guru, Tahsil Nawa* 
shahr, Julhiminr, and of small plots in Gaiigawff, Kiratpnr and other vil
lages. in Tahsil Una, Hoshiarpur. Ram Narayan Singh also draws the fixed 
cash allowance of Re. 2,400 per annum as head of the family. Ho is an . 
Honorary Magistrate and Civil Judge and also a Provincial Darbari. He 
is marridd to a daughter of the late Bawa Sir Khem Singh, Bedi, K.C.I. E., 
of Rawalpindi.

rfhe late Maharaja of Patiala, and the present Raja of Kapnrthala 
•received the Pahal or ceremony of initiation into the Sikh, religion at the 
hands of the late Sodhi Har Narayan Singh.

Tho second branch, descended from Uda: Singh, called the Dusri. 
Sarhar, is represented by Narayan Singh' and. Pur:on Singh, neither of 
whom is a Darbari, They enjoy .pensions from Government.

Sodhis Nihal Singh and J ah war Singh were the most prominent 
- representatives of the third branch, descended from K 1mm Singh, known 
as tho Tisri Sarkar. Nihal Singh was a Darbari. Ho received a pension
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0-f Rs. !-‘00 pbt* annum, tuid hold injcg-ir Mazvzas Jl tabkara and Mahoshpur 
in the Gurdaspur district, yielding R«. 2,095 per annum. He died in 1891, 
Kalian Singh, the eldest son of Kesar Singh, and grandson of Khem 
Singh, died in .1846. His son Par tab Singh inherited a . jaM r of 
Hs. 19,900. This was resumed on annexation with the other SodhijV■.rir„ ; 
but as it subsequently appeared that Pariah Singh's behaviour was not 
such as to desorve the entire resumption of his estate, ho was allowed to 
retain a portion, yielding Rs. 2,500, in sixteen villages in Tahsils Gurdas- 
pnr, Bata la and Slmkargarh of the Gurdaspur district, and in Mnuzaa 
ifbbihdpur and Chohnac of the Guivanwala district. His son Hardit 
•Singh and grandsons Ishwar Singh and Kishan Singh succeeded to this 
jagir. Hardit Singh received a pension of Rs. 800 per annum. Ishwar 
Singh was a Darbari arid an Extra Assistant Commissioner, He and his 
brother enjoyed each a family pension of Ks, 200 per annum. Hardit 
Singh died in 1901 and' Ishwar Singh in 1899, both without issue. 
Kishan. Singh is an Honorary Magistrate at Anandpur.

rJ'ho fourth branch, descended from Chanr Singh, called the Chantki 
Sarkar, is at present represented by Narendra Singh Kuraliwala, who was 
born in 1841. He onjoyod a large jagir until fclve annexation, in 1846. A 
portion in the Ambala district was Confiscated, and in lieu thereof ho received 
a cash allowance of its. 4,800 per annum. Tim jagir in Hio Hoahuirpur 
and Jnllunduj' districts: detailed below is still held by him

S a n  s o w a i  . . .  i Ta.fi'sll 1 D« s t r i c t
M a lo t i  ... j  U n a . v H o s h iu r p -v ,
Ahigruon ( Jl
* ....- ... f i "  -  1 “ ( L A ,  } 1>, f V“‘"S
IW nnK 1 Allail > JoiltUKllU*.
0araailt -  \ Nawashohr. j J

lie also has proprietary; rights m two villages in the Una Tahsil 
aggregating one thousand ghumaos. Ho is an Honorary Magistrate at 
Anaridpur, and a Provincial Darbari.

d la? offerings at GtirduMpas DnrndaxnaandTegh Bahfuli.tr go to all Sham 
Chard’s descendants in ancestral shares. The piijaris of the Anandrmr 
Gurdwara, take the receipts of the Lohgarh shrine. Sod hi Khem Single's 
descendants exclusively enjoy the offerings of the Aganpur Gurdwara. 
Kahan Singh’s surviving descendants are allowed a small share of the takings 
of the Darbar Sahib at Amritsar. Nahftr Singh’s descendants receive' the 
offerings of the Baba Gurditta Gurdwoyxt at Kiratphr, and share equally
with the descendants of Khem Singh in the receipts of the two Purthalpuri 
temples in the same place.

BOSHIARVUJl VWTMCT. m



BEDI SUJAN S I N G H  OF U N A .

BAT5A KAUl DirAKl

KurSifigh. AutarChand. ĴitSingĥ  DhamOhand. SagarChnnd.

Sabib Sm̂ h Mahbab Singh.

Bisimu Singh Tegh Singh. Bikram Singh
/ancestor of the late (died 1863).Baba Sir Kham Singh

Bedi, K. o, x E.)

Sura] Singh Bedi Su'ian Sisoit
(died 1804),- -BOEiH 1845).

Earn Kishan Singh Manmohan Singh Sheo Dev Singh 
(born 1874). (bom l.B7f>) (born 1886*.

Sanwal Singh Dev Indar Singh
(born 1898), (born 1904)

Borii Kaia Dhari, a descendant of Baba Nanak, crossed over from 
Dera Baba jSTanak, Gmxlaspur, early in the last century, and "after 
wandering about the Jullundur i.)oab lor some years, finally settled • 
down air (j ua, lloshiarpur, where lie attracted a crowd of followers, who' 
flocked to bear his eloquent disquisitions on the Granth Sahib, a book as 
difficult oi understanding then as in the' present day. The Jaswai Raja Bam 
Singh made himself popular by granting the Bedi the revenues of .seventy '; 
ghumoas-oi laud. Kak Dltali’s sons scattered aftor his death in 1788. 
Autat Che rid settled -at Bari an in' the Garhshaukar tahsii. where his 
descendants still bold a muafi, Dliarm Ofiaiid returned to .Dera 
Baba N.utak. .Sugar Ohara 1 died without issue. Ji t Singh succeeded his 
■farther in spiritual matters.; but there was. little religions zeal in him, and 
hau it not been for his -celebrated son Bedi Sahib Singh, the family would 
in ail likelihood have sunk into insignificance. Sahib Singh was fortunate 
enough, shortly after his rath ox’s death, to'be'chosen as arbitrator by the 
parties in a land dispute between Sardar Gnrdit Singh of-Santokgarh 
am! Raja timed Singh of: Jaswap; and. so pleasantly did he arrange 
matters that he received for his trouble the talnha of Una from tho Baja, 
while■-Gurd.it Singh made liiui jagirdar in the rich village of Kulgaraon,
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