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and tho very name of O rm an (from war, I f  these coincidences are merely accidental, 
bdhtm)* might be found to be derived from then has too much been already s a i d i f  not, 
the fend (rnr) and foe-man (wen) of the authorities are here recorded, an I hypotheses 
Rajpoot. founded, for the assistance of others.

C H A P T E R  V II,

Catalogue o f the Thirty-six Royal .Races.

H aying discussed the ancient genealogies From every one of the bardic profession; 
of the martial, races of Rajasthan, as well from . all the collectors and collections of 
as the chief points in their character and re- Rajasthan, lists have been received, from 
Ijgion analogous to those of early Europe, which the catalogue Ho. C has boon formed, 
fvo proceed to the catalogue of the. Chhatm admitted by the genealogists to be more 
Xiafcula, or “ thirty-six royal races.”  perfect than any existing document. From

The table before the reader presents, at it, therefore, in succession, each race shall 
one view, the authorities on which this list have its history rapidly sketched ; though, 
is given : they. are as good as abundant, as a text, a single name is sufficient to fill 
The first is from a detached leaf of an an- many pages.
cient work, obtained from a Tati: of a Jain The first list is headed by an invocation to 
temple a t the old city of Nadolc in Marwar. ‘ Mata: Saeambhari Devi,’ or mother-goddess,
The second is from the poems of CTrandff protectress of the races (saoli©). 
the hard of the last Hindu king of Delhi. Each race (saeha) lias its ‘ Gotra .Achar- 
Tho third is from an estimable work cotem- y«,’* a genealogical creed, describing the 
porary with Clnmd’s, the Komai-pal Chari- essential pecularities, religious tenets and 
~tra,t or s History of the Monarchy of An- pristine locale of the elan. Every Rajpoot 
hulwarra Putfcun.’ The fourth list is from should he able to repeat, th is ; though it is 
the Kheechee bard.§ The fifth, from a hard now confined to the family priest or the ge- 
of Baurashtra, nealogist. Many chiefs, in those degenerate

______ ____  days, would be astonished if asked to repeat
* D’Anville's derivation of German, from mer (helium) their 1 gotra acliarya, and would K.ilii.O 

and m enus. j (lie hard. I t  is a touchstone of affinities,
f Of his works I possess tfhc-j&ost complete copy exist- d ; o f  the laws of intermarriage.

tnyf.
t  Presented to the Royal Asiatic Society. 'When the  in h ib ited  degrees o f  p rop inqu ity
§ Hog-joe, one of the xnoBt intelligent bards of the . . } % to  rG0-

present day; but, heart-hrpken, he has now but the IUVU “  ’
woes of his race to sing. Yet.has he forgot them for a fcify the mistake, where, how ever,ignorance 
moment to rehearse the deeds of Pursunga, who sealed '
Ida fidelity by his death on. the Oaggar. Then the in- w a ® ’ 1SS‘ T
visible mantle of Bhavani was wrapt around him ; and _______ ___________ _____ ____ __________ ____~ ~
with the byrd (furor poeticus), flowing freely of their
deeds of yore, their present degradation, time, and * One or two specimens shall be given la the proper 
place, were all forgot.. Hut the time is fast approaching place.
when ho may sing with the Cambrian hard: f  A. prince of Boondi had. married a Bajpo't ni of

“ Ye lost companions of my tuneful art, the Malani tribe, a name now unknown : but. a bard
“ Where are ye fled V. repeating the 1 gotra acharya,' it was discovered to have
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OM! SACAMBBARI MATA.

ANCIENT Mss.* CHTIKD BABDAI.f KOMAB PAP CHAKtTBA.J EHEEOHIE BABB.! CORRECTED UST BY the AtjTBOB.

Icshwacn. Eawa or Surya, Sanscrit Edition—MSS, Gnzzwatti Dialect—MSS. GeMofet IesBwa.cn, Cacoostha. or Saryi.
Surya. Sulisa or Soma. Icshwacn, Gotchar (MaL Pramara, Unwye, Indu, Sam, ox CKantofe
soma or Chandra. Yadu. Soma, Uni Gohil Chohan. Obralulote or Gehlote...2i Sachas,
Yadu. Cacoostha. Yadu. Catti or Catlii. Solanki. Yadu....................... ....... 4

6. Chahuman (Cholian). 5, Pramara, pramara. Kisair. 5. Rahtore, o. Tuar,........ ........................ If
pramara. Chohan. 5. Chohan. 6. Nicoompa, Tuar. Kalitore,................. ........ 13
Chalook or Solaoki. Chalook. Chalook, Burbeta. Birgoojnr, Cushwaha or Outehwaha,
Parihara. Cliuuduk. Chmduk, Bawurea, Purihara, Pramara.........;..,.........35
Chawura. Hilar. Silar (Sqj-Tilac). Maroo. Jhala. Ohahumasstor Chohan....26

10. Dodia. 10. Abhira. Oiapoteut. Macwahana, 10. Yadu. 10. Chalook ea Soknki......... IS
Bahtore. Mac wahana, 10. Prititara 10. Dahima. CiiicUwaha, Purihara.......................... 12
Gohil. Gohil. Sukrunka. Dodia. Gor. Chawura.........................  Single.
Dabi, Chapovknt. Coorpala. Balia. Those subdivide-the follow- Tak. Tank,, or Takshae,
Macwahana, Purihara. ChundaU. BhageL inFdo not, and are called . .  djtor Gtete.

15. Norka, 16. Bahtore. Ohil. Yadu, cka or single. Jo. Hun or Moon.
Asvrarea. Deora, 15. Paluka. 15, Jaitwa, ' “ Catti.
Salar or Silara, Tak. Mori. Jareja. Sengar. Bana,
Sincla. Hindoo. Macwahana. Jit- Balia. ohma................. .......2
Seput. Anunga, Dliimpala. Bolanki. 15. Khurwar, jaitwa or Camari,

20. Hun or Hoon. 20. Patuk. Bajpalica. Pramara. Chawura, 20. Gohil.
Elijah Pritihaxa. 20.Dahya. 20-Kaba. Kahuna. burweya,
Huiaira, Didiota. Toorunduleeca. Chawura. Danya. "i.ar.
Bai pali. Karitcal. Nicoompa. Chonrasima. Byce. Dam.
Dhanpali, Kotpaia. Hoon. Khant 20,Gherwal. Go t ........  ............. .........5

25. Agnipalij 25.Hool. Balia. Khyera. Nicoompa. 2o. Doda or Dor.
Balia. Gor. SS.Hureal. 25. Hawaii. Dewut. Uhorwai.
Jhala. Nicoompa. Mokur. Masania, J°fera- Birgoojtir..........................3 _
Bhagdola. BajpaHca. Pokara. Palani. Sikerwal. ^engar........................   .Slops,
Motdan. Kani. Kalla. 25.Dama. Sikerwal. .....................  ditto,

SO. Mohor. SO, Kalchoruk or Koor- Jhala. oO. Bjce.........**'*•••.......... . ditto.
Kugair, chmra. SO.Dahiria. Mori. Dahia.
Kmjeo. Bahuria. Mokarra. Jol^a.
Chadlea. Sarweya “ Ckatrya Abmra.
p r , - . „ r „  tvnSar  ” 30. Kalchoruk (Haya race). Nicoompa.
Nicoompa. Purihara. Agnipala. Eajpalx.

36. Sulala. Chohan. As's ana or Sarja. 3G.Dalnma....d itto ,
Hool.
Mamitwal. Extra.
Mallia. Hool.

36. Chahil. Dabirya,
* The author, after the invocation to “ the mother protectress,” says. “ I  write the names of the tMrty-six royal tribes, 

t  The bard Cimnd saya, “ of the thirty-six races, the four Agnipalus are the greatest-—the rest are born Oi woroap, but uicse from tiro.
} As the work is chiefly followed with the exploits of Ko narpal, who was of Chohan tribe, the author reserves it for a peroration to t_ie last ox all the mightiest is 

the Chohan,” “ § By name Mogjo,
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Most of the cttia (races) are divided into (though a low owe), before the ilaliomed.m 
numerous branches* (;m<?ha), and feejfo.sa-' era, amongst the thirty-six regal races of 
eha sub-divided into innumerable chins (go- Rajasthan. The former we may not unapiL 
tra),f the most important of which shall be consider as to the time, as the Celtic, the 
S'’von- latter as the Gothic, races of India. On the

A few of the cnla never ramified: these generic terms Surya anci Chandra, 1 need 
are termed eka, or ‘ single’: and nearly one- add nothing.
third are eka. | (Ikahilote or (Jkhlotf u Pedigree* </

A table of the ‘ eighty-four’ mercantile the Suryavunsi liana, o f royal race, Lord of , 
tribes/ chiefly of Rajpoot origin, shall also Cheetore, the ornament o f the thirty-sir royal 
be furnished, in which tho remembrance of races.”
sorno races are preserved which would have By universal consent, as well' '.as bv the 
perished. Lists of the aboriginal, the agri- )gotra of this race, its'princes are admitted 
cultural, and the pastoral tribes are also to be the .direct defendants of -Rama, of. the b 
given to complete the subject. Solar line. The -pedigree is deduced from

In the earlier ages there were but two him, and. connected with Soomitra, the last , 
races, Surya and Chandra, to which were prince mentioned in tho .genealogy of tho 
added the four Agniculas if in all six. The Puranas.
others are subdivisions of Surya and Chan- j As the origin and progressive history of 
dra, or the sacha of Indo-Scythic origin, this family will be fully discussed in the 
•who found no difficulty in obtaining a place “ Annals of: Mewar,” we shall here only 

-------___-------— — ————;---- ................notice 'the changes which have marked tho
been about eight centuries before a ramification (sacha) patronymic, as well as. the regions which have 
of the Ghohan, to which the Hara of Boondi belonged V ' , ,, , ■
—divorce and expiatory rites, with great u n h a p JE i, ^  * Cir SW >  ^  IVftUalcson, who,
were , the coiwecpiences. What a contrast, to the nn- in  the second cen tu ry , abandoned  his n a tiv e

^ * X 2Z £ 2 S£SZ,ZSSSi ? ■ * * ? •« » » !,,.»i
of Sinner of the present day, and pertaining even to S u rya  in  B au rash tra .
britain in the days of Ca^r Uvora M m t dmi 0 n the site of Viral, the celebrated abode 
auodvmrjue inter sc communes, says that accurate
writer, speaking of the natives of this island; “et of the i'andus during Oixile, foe • descendant
“ •« !« /> « (»  cvmfratinbus, Varm,tely,e« m merit,- 0f  foshwacu established his l ine, and his 

fv i tw ht» MM, etnm  habenUr UhH, quo _
“yri»ium virfo qiunjiu dedneta, eat." a. strange modly descendant Vijya, in a few generations, built, 
of polyaudiy aiul polygamy 1 , V ittaplW . 1

Aparam mlharn, ‘of innumerable branches,’ is in- *
scribed on on ancient tablet of the Grahilote rate. they-became sovereigns, if  not founders,

+ ttanvp, denote a clan; its subdivisions have 0f Ballabfci, which had a separate era of its 
the ouU-onynuo. terminating with the syllable W >  , , f
‘ -‘aote,’ in the use of which euphony alone is ow n> cailecl the JJaMao/it oam va t, according
then: guide: thus,,S,,/.o,,wiy 1 sons of Sukta ■/Aurmasote, _ w ith S. V icra in a  3 7 5 4  H en ce  foev becam e 

ot K'.irata. tlf/nr-anul, or mairofo, mountaineers, ....... ____ .______________ ............. ...__
wous <* tho jpowntmns/ Such is the Greek Mmnote * Vamar.ali, Smyrmnsi Itajeuli Ihma Ckeetmr 
nf (v, Morn nritrfn Aioamaii dialect, M umn, Chhatee* Cuh from the Earia’s
" . /  . . .. „ library, entitled c Khoman IUwa,'
H L ! d | T 4 f l T v  T t’ t ,e S0M 0f T 1?T ‘ m  t  Always canjoinetl withVirat—“Vijyapur Viratgurh.’1 
of t U «  ' V ' i T  °r l° Cha!l88 the S03C i  A  »• 319. The inscription recording this, as well
’ l''* 1 u ' nutl Vl>"on.i race. as others relating to Balluhbi ami this era, I discovered
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the Bakca-mes, or kings of Bailable; a title 1. A harya.......................  At Dongurpur.
maintained by successive dynasties of San- 2, Mangulia........................ ...In the Deserts.
Tiifihtra for a thousand years after this period, 3. Seesodia.............................Mewar.
as can he satisfactorily proved by genuine 4, Peeparra........ ..........  .. la  Marwar.
history and inscriptions. 5. Kalum...........................

Gajni, or Gayni, was another capital, 6. Gahor............................
whence the last prince, Siladitva (who Was 7. Dhornia................. ........
slain), and his family, were expelled by 8. Godah............... .............
Parthian invaders in the sixth century. 9- Mugrasali.................... . Jn few numbers,

A posthumous son, called Grahaditya, 10. Bbimla.......................... j_and mostU now
obtained a petty sovereignty at Edur. The 11. Kamkotuc..................... unknown.
change was marked by his name becoming 12. Kotecha...... .............
the patronymic, " and 1 Grahilote,’ vulgo 13. Sorah........ ...................
‘ Gehlote,’ designated the Suryavansa of 14. Oohur....... ....................
Rama. 15. Ooseba................... .

With reverses and migration from the 16. Mif-roop..................
wilds of Edur to Ahar,* the Gchlote was 17. iSTadoria  ......... ........"
changed to Altarya, by which title the race 18. Nadhota...... .......... .......
con tinned to be designated till the twelfth 19, Ojakra .........................
century, when the elder brother, Rahup, 20. Kootchra.......................
abandoned his claim to s the throne of Chee- 21. D osaud....... . . . . . . . . . . . .  " Aliapsi extinct.
tore/ obtained! by force of arms from the 22. Batewara......................
Mori,% and settled at Dongurpur, which he 23. Paha..............................
yet holds, as well as the title 4 Aharyaf  while 24. Poorote.........................
the younger, Miihup, established the seat of Yadtt. The Yadu was the most ill us tri- 
power at Seesoda, whence Seesodia set aside QUS 0f  a]j the tribes of Ind, and became the 
both Aharya and Gehlote. patronymic of the descendants of Boodha,

Seesodia is now common title of the race; progenitor of the Lunar (Indu) race, 
but being only a subdivision, the Gehlote Yudhisthira. and Baladeva, on the deatii 
holds its rank in the cula. of Crishna and their expulsion from Delhi

The Gehlote cula is subdivided into twenty- an(j Dwariea, the last strong-hold of their 
four sacha, or ramifications, few of which power, retired by Mooltan across tho Indus, 
e x i s t T h e  two first are abandoned by tradition ;

_______________ ______ —— .— .— —— —— but the sons of Crishna, who accompanied
ill Saarashtra, as well as the site of this ancient capital them after an intermedia' tit in the fur- 
occupying the position of “ Byr.anW in Ptolemy’s D(J. al, .  of the fivo river8 eventually
geography of India. They will be given m the Tran- , . . , , ’ . rrJ
Motions of the Royal Asiatic Society. left the Indus behind, and passed into Za-

* Ammdpor Ahar, or ‘Ahar the city of repose,’ By
the tide of events, the family was destined to fix their ~—•— --- -—  ---- -—  ---- *------------------ ----------
last capital, Oodipur, near Ahar, * The place whore they found refuge was in the

f The middle of the eighth century, cluster of hills still called Ydd'u c<i dang,.1 the Yadu
i  A Framara prince. hills the Joudes of Bennett's geography.

17
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UiHkthari, founded Gajni, and peopled these wide as tli.it of the elder branch, but that 
countries even to Snraarldiaiid. they settled themselves! in the valley of the

Tire annals of Jessnlmoef, which give this Indus, more especially on the west s h #  in _ * •
early history of their founder, mix up in a Sewisthan; and in nominal and armorial 
confused manner* the cause of tlieir being distinctions, even in Alexander’s time, they 
again driven ' hack into India ; so that it is retained the marks of their ancestry, 
impossible to say whether it was owing to Samhns, who brought on him the arms of 
the Greek princes who ruled all these conn- the Grecians, was in all likelihood alhuictda; 
tries tor a century after Alexander, or to I ho and the Minagara of Greek historians. Si- 
Vise of Islainisrn. rnanagara (4 city of Sama’)# his capital.

Driven hack on the Indus, they obtained The most common'epithet of Crislma, or 
possession of the Punjab and founded Sal- Hari, was Slianra or Sama, from his dark 
hhanpur. Thence expelled, they retired complexion. Hence the Jareja bore it as a 
across the Sutiodge and Garah into the In- patronymic, and tho whole race -were Samsto 
dian deserts ; whence expelling the Langa- ptttras (children d  Sama), v Iwnce the titfe 
lias, the JoliyaS, Mohilas, &c., they founded lar name Barabus of its princes, 
successively Tannote, Derm al, and Jessul- The modem Jareja, who from cimrm- 
meerj in S. 1212,i  the present capital of the stances has so mixed with the Mahomedaria 
Bhattis, the lineal successors of Crishna. of Scind as to have forfeited all pretensions

Bhath was the exile from Zabulistlian, to purity of blood, partly in ignorance and 
and as usual with the Rajpoot races on any partly to cover disgrace, says that his origin 
such event, in their annals, his name set aside is from Sham, or Syria, and of the stock of 
the more ancient patronymic, Yadu. The the Persian Jamsheed ; consequently, Sam 
Bhattin subdued all the tracts south of the has boon converted into Jam,;* which epi- 
Garah ; but their power has been greatly thm designates one of the J areja petty go- 
circumscribed since tho arrival of the Rah- vemments, the J am Raj. 
tores. Tile Map defines their existing limits, These are the most conspicuous of the. 
and their annals will detail their past his- Yadu race ; but there ate others who still 
.|ory bear the original title, of which the head is

J areja is the most important tribe of ^le prince of the petty state of Kerenli on 
Yadu race next to the Bhatti. I ts  history is the Ckuipbnl.
ritnilar. Descended from' Crishna, and mi- litis portion of tho Yadu stock notild ftp- 
grating simultaneously with the remains of pear never to have strayed far beyond, the 
the Harictdas, there is the strongest ground. ancient limits ol the &uraseni,t their ances
to r  behoving that their range was not so tral abodes. They held the celebrated Bia-
•---- - — -r— -—A—~ -----*4— ---- t— - na ; whence expelled, they established Ke-

* The date assigned long prior to the Christian era, __
agrees with the Grecian, but the names and manners are " “
Mahomedan. * They have an infinitely better etymology for this,

"f Lodnrwa Pultun, whence they expelled an ancient in being descendants of Jambuv/tti, one of Hari’s eight . 
race, was their capital before Jessulmeer, There is much wives.
to learn of these regions. ’ f  The Suraaeni of Vrij, the tract 6 0 named, thirty

% A. D, 1187. miles around Mathura,
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rowli west, and Subbulgurh east, of the centuries, was rebuiltjmd peopled by Auung- (
Chnmbul. The tract under.the latter, called pal Tuar, in S. 848 (A.I). 792), who was 
Yadmati, has been, wrested from the family followed by a dynasty of twenty princes, 
byBcindhia. Sri Mathura* is an independent which concluded with the name of the f'oun- 
'fief of KeroWli, held .by a, junior branch, dor, Anungpal, in, S. 1220 (A.D. 1 1 (H),

The Yadus, or aspronounced in the dia- when, contrary to the Salic law of the Ryj- 
lects Jadoon, arc scattered over India, and poets, he abdicated (having no issue) in 
many chiefs of consequence amongst the favour of his grandchild, the Gholnin .Pri- 
liahrattas are of this tribe. thwiraja.

There are eight sachte of the Yadu race: The Tuar must .now rest on his ancient,
1 . Yadu ...........  Chief Kerowli. fame; for not an independent possession
2. Bhatti    Chief Jessnlmoer. remains to the race,* which traces its lineage
8. Jareja ... . . . .  Chief Catch Bhooj. to the Pandns, boasts of Vierama,and which

, 4. Sumaitcha.i.,., Mahomedans in Scind. furnished- the last dynasty, emperors of
5, Mudatoha....... ..............~) Hindusthan.
C. Bidnmn.v............. ... ^  j, L It. would be a fact itnparallollcd in the
7. Buckla....,............... . ^ ' ' history of the world, could we establish to
8. Soha........................... ) conviction that the last, Anungpal Tuar was
Tuar.- -The Tuar, though acknowledged the lineal descendant of the founder of In

ns a subdivision of the Yadu, is placed by draprastha j that the issue of Yudhisthira ? 
tlie best genealogists as one of the * thirty- sat. o n , t | |  throne which he erected, after a 
six,’ a rank, to which its celebrity justly lapse of 2,250 years. Universal consent 
entitles it. admits it, and the fact is as well established

We have in almost every case the etymon as most others of a historic nature of such a, 
of each celebrated race, lo r-th e  Tuar we distant period: nor can any dynasty or 
have none; and wo must rest satisfied in family of Europe produce evidence so strong 
delivering the dictum of the Bardai, who as the Tuar, even to a much less remote 
declares it of Pandu origin. antiquity.

If it had to boast only of Vicramaditya, The chief possessions left to the Tuars are 
the paramount, lord of India, whose era, the district of Tuarga.r, on the right hank of 
established fifty-six years before the Christian, .the . Chnmbul towards its junction with the 
still serves as the grand beacon of Hindu Jumna, and the small chieftainship of Patuu 
chronology, this alone would entitle the Tuarvati in the J.oypur state, and whose head 
Tuar to the highest rank. But i t  has, other claims affinity with the ancient kings of 
claims to respect. Delhi, the ancient In- Indraprastba.
draprastha, founded, by Yudhisthira, and R a ti TORE.—A doubt hangs on the origin.

1  which tradition says lay desolate for eight of this justly celebrated race. The Rahtore
■ ' ■ ■ • II '• - ~  genealogies trace their pedigree to Cush, the» Its chief, Rao Manohnv Sing, was well known tome, ———w*— -----------________ ° .  __ ’_____
and was,. !  may say, my friend. For years letters passed * Several Mahrstta chieftains deduce their origin 
Tret ween ,ub, and he had made for me a transcript of a from the Tuar race, as Ram Rao Falkia, a Terr gallant 
valuable copy of the MaAabharat. leader of horse in Scindhia’s state,



f ( f )1 (m
V̂ = = > > y // 38 H ISTO RY  OH < J L j,-tyT̂X :

~~ ~    ... ““ *i!nr:!!:SS!?!a!5â ^
second son of Rama; consequently they | more valiant being exists not than can he 
would be Snryavansa. But by the bards of found amongst the sons of Seen. The Mogul 
tins race they are denied this honour; and emperors were indebted for half their cbii- 
altliough Cushite, they are held to be the quests to thq Lakh Turwar RaMbmn, the 
de. condants of Casyapa, of the Solar race, 100,000 swords of the Rahtores; for it is 
by the, daughter of a Daitya (Titan). The beyond a doubt that 50,000 of the blood of 
progeny of Hiranya Casipu is accordingly geoji have been embodied at once. But 
stigmatized as being of demoniac origin. enough of the noble Rahtores for the presen t  

I t  is rather singular that they should have The Rahtore has twenty-four saehsc:— 
succeeded to the Lunar race of Oushmba, Dbandul, Bhadail,Chaekit,DoohuriaKhokra, 
descendants of Ajamida, the founders of Baddura, Chajira, Ramdeva, Eahria, Ha- 
Oanouj. Indeed, some genealogists maintain toondia, Mala vat, Soondu, K.ataiclia, Muholi, 
the Rahtores to be of Cusika race. Gogadeva, Mahaicha, Jeysitiga, Moorsia,

Tlie pristine locale of the Rathores is Jobsia, Jora, &o. &o,
Gadhipura, or Canonj, where they are found Rahtore Gotra Gotama* Gotra
enthroned in the fifth century; and though (race),—Mardwunduni Sacha (branch),—, 
beyond that period they connect their line Sookra-acharya Cfooru (Regent of the pla- 
with the princes of Kosala or Ayodhya, the net Venus, Preceptor),— Garroopata Agm,f 
fact rests on assertion only. —Pankhani Devi (tutelary goddess, winged).

From the fifth century their history is Cushwaha.—The Cushwaha race} is de-
cleared from the mist of ages, which envo- scended from Cush, the second son of Rama, 
lopes them all prior to this time; and in the They are the Cushites,§ as the Rajpoots of 
period approaching the Tatar conquest of Mewar are the Lavites, of India.
India, wo find them contesting with the last Two branches migrated from Kosala : one 
lu a r  and Ohohan kings of Delhi, and the founded Rotas on the Sone, the other estab- 
Baliea-raes of Anhuiwarra, the right to Ushed a colony amidst the ravines of the 
paramount importance amidst the princes of Cohari, a t Lahar.|
Ltd. ------- -------------------------------- ---------------------- -

, , _ * From this I should be inclined to pronounce the .
TllO Combats lot this phantom, supremacy, Rahtores descendants of a race (probably Soythie) pro* 

destroyed  them all. Weakened by internal leasing the Booddhist faith, of which Gotama was the j
,, E  i , ,  ,, . ,, , . . , last great teacher, and disciple of the last Booddha

strife , the Ohohan of Delhi fell, and his death Mahaviia> jn a  i7j (A JX m )i
exposed the north-west frontier. Canonj f Enigmatical—-clayformation hy fire’
followed; and while its last prince, Jcyohund, J The reeemMuncf, the CaMU, Mm&M of
found a grave in the Ganges, his son sought Ayodhya and the Bameses of Egypt is strong. Each was
an asylum in Marnsthuli, “ the regions' of ,attend“ l ^  AluAfe * 'f $ ”***»:J his, which last is a Greek misnomer, for the animal
death.’ bearing this title,is of the Simian family, aa his images

Seoji was this son; the founder of the museum) disclose, and thelbrothel of .he
faithful Harmman. The comparison between the deities 

Rahtore dynasty in Marwar, OI1 the ruins of within the Indus (called Nil-a.b, ‘blue waters’) and those
the Puriharas of Mundore. Here they of the Nile in  Egypt, is a point well worth disensshm.

, ~ || A name in compliment, probably, to the elder branch
b ro u g h t thoir anc ien t m artia l spirit, and  a  of their race, Lava.
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1 Iu the wucmj of tinm lh<y unmtcd th e , T hfA j."iicu ]a .a iv llw P ram arii.t!:''rnn - 
wlobrat.'<l foriiws of Niwnr, «« KiflgMr, cho hnra. tLo Cimlook or SolaiiM, and the L'ho- 
abode of the celebrated Raja Nala, whose han.
descendants continued t.» hold possession That these races, the ana -u A .nr, were 

' '  throughout all the vicissitudes of the Tatar but regenerated, an&oonvertoti by the Brah- 
.aa4„ -.Mogul- domination, when they were mins to fight their battles, the clearest inter- 

. deprived of U by the Mabrattas, and the pretation of | | ^ r  allegorical history will 
$  abode o f 3  ala i* now a ' ..dependency of Sin- disclose: and, as the iaost ancient o f their 

dltia. inscriptions are in the Pah character, dig- t
In the tenth cnitury a branch emigrated covered wherever the Booddhist religion .pi|£ 

and founded Arnbar, dispossessing the abort- vailed, their being declared of the race 'o f 
gines, the Meenas, and adding from the Eaj- Tnsta. o r . Takshoc* wa-rants our asserting 
poot tribe Birgoojur, who held Itajore and the Agmculys robe of this same race, wladh 
large possessions around. But even m  the invaded India about two centuries before 
century the Cuslnv ih*s were but principal Christ. I t  was about this period that Jjftuwa. * 
vassals to the CItohan king of Delhi |  and the twenty-third Booddhipf appeared: in 
they have to date thei.* greatness, as the India; his symbol. the serpent,
other families (especially the lianas of Me- The legend of the snake (Takshae) eseap- 
war> of .Rajasthan their decline, from the jng with the celebrated work i W / ,  which 
ascent, of the house of Timoor to the throne was recovered by Gartida, the eiglo of *' :
of IDolDf. _Crishna,Js purely allegorical; and descriptive

 ̂ The map shews the limits of the sway of >  the Unhand Eomai;"we h a ^ l t a T S T ^ W c ^ ' 
t&  Ouslnvahas, including- their branches, the aao*es to ĝ f vr- vor instance

independent Nirookas of Maoherri, and the Mireecha.V................... ..fLnx)..................
tributary confederated Shikliavats. Kasyapa .......... ...............(Uranus)   Samutfra

, ; rh0 C W a h a  m,lKlidsions I,av0 t e m r r m .  V aW M n ft0 t a«ya..„(B oo.............. . . ." T ia *
. laid; hut the present partition into Kotrees tl^na; q. Ludus»).

(chambers), of which there are twelve, shall WvawawwbtXkm ^Q m ™ Solis)...Vrihaspati (Ju-
he given in their.annals. Ella........................(T erra)...............

AoNlfiULAS.—1st. Pramara, There are * , curius).
* Figuratively,‘the serpent.’

four races to whom the Hindu genealogists f Tome it appeals that there ■were fopr distinguished 
have given Agni, or the clement of fire, as BoofUthasorwise men, teachers of monotheism in India, V  

rn * , „  „ , which they brought from Central Asia, with their science
piogennor,, ihe Agniculas are therefore the and - its written, character, the arrow or naif-headed; 
sons of Vulcan, as the others are of Sol,* which Xhave disco end wherev i they hfve been -m  '

„Tlji qiA,„.n tie  dcSerf3 of Jessulmeor, intheheart of Rajasthan, and ,
t m c  .a.Ub, a n a  l u i , , .  the shores af Samashtra; which were their nmsierles.
' ~  _ ■> * 1 1 1 The first Booddha is the parent of,the Lunar race,

\ * 1 hero is a captivating elegance thrown arutnd A. 0. 2560.
the theugonies 1 1 Uieecc and .Route, which tvo fail to The second (twenty-second of the Jains), Namiuath 
impari. to the Hindu ; through that elegant scholar, gjr A. C. 1120.
William Jones, could make even Sanscrit literature fas- The Third (twenty-third do, ) 1‘arswanath 
c,mating; and that it merits the attempt .intrinsically A. 0. 650 " ' ■ ’ V

Iketo« , i T r „ k a.,

U  '



of the contentions between the followers of kote* 3farusthali> signified the nine divisions 
Paiwva, figured under Ms emblem, the snake, into which the country, from the Siitledgc 
and those of Crishua, depicted, under 1 is to the ocean, was partitioned amongst 
sign, the eagle. J them.

The worshippers of Bury a probably re- Mnheswar, I) bar, Mandoo, Oojcin, Chan- ' 
covered thoir power on the exterminating drabhaga, Cheetore, Aboo, Chandra vati, 
civil wars of the Lunar races, but the creation Mhow, Maidana, Parmavati, Omrakotc, Beli
ef the Agniculas is expressly stated to be her, Lodnrva, and Pultun, are the most 
for the preservation of the altars of Bal, or conspicuous of the capitals they conquered 
Iswara, against the Daityas, or Atheists. o r  founded.

The’celebrated Aboo, 6r Ar-boodhni, tho Though the Pramara family never equalled 
Olympus of Rajasthan, was the scene, of in wealth the famed Sokmki princes of An- 
contention Between the ministers of Borya hulwarra, or shone with such lustre as tiier 
aha these Titans, and their relation might, Chohan, it attained a wider range and : » 
with the aid of imagination, be equally earlier consolidation of dominion than either, 
amusing with the Titanic war of the ancient and far excelled in all, the Purihara, the last- 
poets of tlie west, and least of the Agniculas, which it long

The Booddhists claim it for Adi-nath, their held tributary-, 
first Bobddha; tho Bralrmins for Iswara, or, Maheswar, the ancient seat, of the Haya 
as the local divinity, styled Acbal-es.* kings appears to have been the first seat of

The Agnicoonda is still; shewn on the sum- government of tho Pramaras. They sttbse- 
mit of Aboo, where the four races were quently founded Dharanagar, and Mandoo 
created by the Brahmins to fight the battles on the crest of the Vindhya hills; and to 
of Achal-cs and polytheism, against the them is even attributed the city of■ Oojein, 
monotheistic Booddhists, represented as the the first meridian of the Hindus, and tho 1 

serpents or Takshacs. seat 'of Yicrama,
The proballfo period of this conversion has There are numerous records of the family, 

been hinted at; but of the dynasties issuing fixing eras in their history of more modern 
from the Agniculas, many of the princes pro- times; and it is to be hoped that the interpre- 
fess; cl the Booddhist or Jain faith, to periods tatiofi of yet undeciphered inscriptions, may 
so., late as the Mahomedan invasion*, carry, ua back beyond tho seventh century.

The Pramara, though not, as Ms name The eraf of Bhoj, the- sou of Moon], has 
implies, the ‘ chief warrior,’ was the most been satisfactorily settled; and an inscrip- 

' potent of the Agniculas. He sent forth tion| in the nail-headed character, carrier
thirty-live saclire, or branches, several of —  ------- -—  ______ ,—  - -------------- — 
|vliom enjoyed externsive Sovereignties. 4 The * It extended from the Indus almost to, the Jumna,
wA,u | {s IV a m w ’s ’ W an  • nrloi.t occupying all the sandy region.-;, Notate. ArtxioiiU orx Olid is the J.ramai S, n  an ancient saying Aboc., Dh,Ut Mtrudoclri, Khyraloo, Parkur. .Lodnrva, ami
denoting their extensive sway; and the 4 ATo- I’oogut.

f See Transactions of the Koyal, Asiatic Society, voi i,
-------— --------- • - — --— p, 227-

* Aefrni, * immoventto,’ contracted from emmra, % Which will he 'pvea in: the Transactions &£ tli®
tlord.’ Boyal Asiatic Society.
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it back a step farther/ and elicits an histori- declare it of the race of Tusta and Takshac,
C.J.I tacts of infinite value, giving the date of as does that now given from the seat of 1 'ieir 
the last prince of the Pramaras of Ghee tore, power Oheetors,*
and the consequent accession of the Gehlofes. Salivahana, the conqtwror of Vicramadityn,

The A orb mi da was no limit to the power was a Takshac, and hie era set aside that of v 
of the .Pramaras. About the very period of the Titar in the Dekhan, 
the foregoing inscription, Ram Pramara held Not one remnant of independence exists 

/ bis court in Tolungana, and is invested by to mark the greatness of the Pramaras: rains
the Cholmu Bal'd, Clmnd, with- the dignity of are the sole records of their power. The 
paramount, sovereign of India, and head of prince of Dhat,f in the Indian desert is the 
a splendid feudal f association, whose mem- last phanimi </ royalty of the race; and the 
bers became independent on hi$ death. The .descendant of th'd-..prince who protected 
-Bard makes this a voluntary act of the Hc/jiayoon, driven from the throne of Timoor,
Pramaras ; but coupled with the Gehlote’s I in whose capital, Omrakote, the great Akber 
violent acquisition of Cbeetorc, we may. sup- j was bom, is at the-foot of fortune’s ladder ; 
pose the successor of Kama was unable to | his throne in the desert, footstool of the 
.maintain such supremacy. j Bulotch, on whose bounty he is dependent

While Hindu literature survives, the name [fo r support.
J ol '®boj t’ramava and £" the nine gems” of Among the thirty-five sack® of the. .Fara

bis court cannot perish; though it is difficult maras the Vihil was eminent, the princes of 
to say which of the three* princes of this which lino appear to have been lords of 
name is particularly, alluded to, as they o' Ohandrayati, at the foot of the Aravali. 
appear to have been patrons of science. Tffi, Rao 0f ffijolli, one of the sixteen

Ohandragoopta, the supposed opponent of superior nobles of the Rana’s court, is a 
Alexander, was a Mori, and in the sacred Pramara of- thy ancient stock of Dhar, a nd 
genealogies is declared of ' lie race of Tak- perhaps its raest respectable -rep/esenta- 

, shaev The ancient inscriptions of the Pra- tive, (
maras, of which the, Mori. is a principal branch, Thirty-five '3aclue of the Pramaras.'
' * s .77o, or a.d. 7it. M m .—Of. which was Ohandragoopta,an*.

f  “ vi"n^n the Pramar of Tclucg took sanctuary with the  pririices o i  C heeto re  p rio r to  th e  ( / h  V 
to the thirty-six tribes he made gifts of land. To 

A .iSehttr be gave JEattiilr, to Bae Puhar the Coast of Seind,,' .
' / " t o  the homos of tho etmfl the forest, land, . Ttk® * Herbert has a * irfo08 story of Ohorto-o

W r t Z  T thence 0f i  Ranas | £ g oi
“ tho gift. Tie btsu. A 'lo’m onjtiiefnnK, and 1 utiiui Porus. I  have an ’ inscription from a temple, oh, the 
“ on, the Chawitnis ; Solbhar ,-to the ..hohmis and Clnmbul, within ancient limits of Mewar, *Mch 
“ Canolli t h e  Kamdhuj; on the Tu&uit, mentions Taksflan W a, <the stone fort of the Take iwt
>• Sorat on the Jaclu, Bekhan e /JawuIa> <*“** on X cannot apply it. 1 Thc oifcy 0f Thoda (Tonic, or provrh
“ the Charon.” (Poem**/, Ckmiit , ...... Tfinfea)is called it/ vhe Chohan chronicles, T ak a tw

l  The-inscription gives B. 1100 (A.IJ. uux/W .the f  Of the Soda t/.-ibe, a grand division of the.-bamara 
third Blioj: and this date agrees With the period assigned and who held all t / e  desert regions in remote limes ! 
to this prince in an ancient Chronogmmmatic Catalogue Their Uhdiv&iom , Oornra and Soomra, g&fy the nan es ; 
of loigns embracing all the 1 nnces of the name, of Bhoj, to Omrakote and OomrasoiTira, in which Vjw the insular 
which may therefore be considered authentic. This Belcher on the Indus : go that we do not ' misapplyety- 
authority assigns & W  n i l  721 (or A.D, «73 and 666X mology, when we 9%  in Soda we have tWSogdi oi 
to the first and second Bhoj, Alexander* ' ■ '

/ / A - T H E  RAJPO O T T R IB E S  ? ;  O J - J
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" _  ̂L,.,.rlir>-|. T., __________________________________ nti-Vi-r-—-i—"I 
<; Sofa.—*Sogdi of Alexander, the princes of the nmpV and varied pages of history : and 

Dllatin the Indian detori though the ‘ Tulwar lihatoran’ would be
; ftankla.__Chiefs of Foogul, and in Mar- ready to contest the point, impartial decision,.
war> with a knowledge of their respective merits.,

Kbyf.—Capital Khyratoo. must assign to the Choium the van iu the
Qomra and Soomrdu—Auciontly m tlu .d e - long career of arms.

1 sort, now Mahoniedana. Its branches (-achse) have maintained all
>'ehil, or BikiJ.—Princes Chandravaii, the vigour of the original stem ; and the .
Muipav'ut.—Present chief of Bijoili in Haras, the Khoechcos, dm Doom n, the ■Soni- 

Mewat- gurras, and olhtTs o f the twenty-four, have
Bvlhafr—Northern desert. -•■ their names immortalized iu the song of the
Kabii,— Celebrated iip Sanraahfra \n an- bard, 

ciont times, a, tew yfA in Sirowi. Tile derivation of •liohan is coeval with
Omda,—-The princes of Qwntwfcrra ht his fabulous birth : ‘ the four-handed war- 

Malwa. there established for twelve genera- rior.’ fChaioor Urn ,a Chitoor-balvu- Yim.) 
tions, Omutv&rra is the largest tract left All failed when sent against the demons, but 
to the Pramarst*. Since the war in 1817, the Chohari, the last creation of the Brah- 
being under the British ■ interference they mins to fight their battles against infidelity; 
cartnef be called independent. A. short extract may be acceptable from
Melw, ..,.,'1  . the original respecting the hirth of the Ohb-
Mho&ndq, ...............I Orasia petty ;,hau, to guard the rites of our Indian'dove ■
gomleahf  ..... . N'-hiefo ffi Mai- , ;-n this Olympus, the Sacred A boo : “ the
■Muridr, — ...... J  WR- {< Q-dvru of mountains, like Corner or Kyfew,

Besides others imknov i • gg CfKaonda, “ which \ Amies made his abode. Fast bin 
Khejnr, Sugra, Burliota, Pooul, Sampal, £< one day on it- summit, and your sins will lx 
SfxCeba, ijSsfponsur, Kulmblf Hohila, Pupa, “ forgiven; reside there fm a year, and yon ’

\  Ivahoria, Phui.d, Deba, ihirhur, Jeepre, “ may become the preceptor of mankind.”
. posra, I)hoQnta,Bikuinva, a'M Tyka. Many Notwithstanding the .sanctity of Aboo,
M  these a re ' proselytes to* Islamism, and and the little temptation u nisi,urb the an 
several beyond the Indus, ohorites of Bui, “ the Munis, who passed

Chahijmajt ok Choiiak.—-On this race so “ their time in devotion, whom desire never 
iuu'lh has been said elsewhere*,?* tha t it would “ a.pi»i;oached; who drew support from the 
be.8 ipertlmvua to give more' than a rapid “ cow, from r< mts, fruits, anip(̂ ^ e^ - '  yet 
sketch of them here. did the Ihiityas., <«nvv^ ,jR<ir

fids is the most valiant of fhc Agnieulas, dev the sacrifice n,ptu^  aIKj stop tran,;t 
and ’t may be asserted not of them only, hut the share of the p0ds. 
of theVhole Bajpoot race. Utions may be Brahmins dug the pit for burnt-
recorded of the greater part vd each Qf the « sacrifice to the south-west.(nairrit); hut the 
Chhatees-cdla, which would yield to pone in “ demons* raised storms which, darfcenpd the

* See Tu.nsari\onH of the I loyal1A $• tat ic ‘Society, voi.  ̂ *
i  p, Comtaenpo® & Bailment Insciipti^, util Bliils or the Scytliic hordes,

frririypri'; '-A :,ri y : • A fri ;.t f  'A''A'' 1 ’: : , ; . f ' 'A': ' .A' p-A1'-1 fy
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44 air and filled it with.clouds of sand, shower- f  Chohan, and as Asapujrmt or Kal-ika, pro
v in g  ordure, blood, bones and flesh, with “ mised always to hear his prayer. He went 
“  every impurity, on their rites; Their pen- “ against the demons ; their leaders he slew.
44 ance was. .of no avail,” “ The rest fled, nor halted till they reached

Again they kindled the sacred fire;, and “ the depths of hell. Anhui slew the demons,
•Jj the priests, assembling round the Agnicoonda,1 “ The .Brahmins were made happy; and of 

prayed for aid to Mahadeva. “ Mb race was Prithwiraja.”
“ From the fire-fbtmtain a figure issued The genealogical tree of the Chohans ex- 

“ forth. but he had not a warrior’s mien. Mbits thirty-nine princes, from Anhui, the
“ The Brahmins placed him as guardian of first created Chohan, to Prithwiraja, the last 
“  the gate, and thence his name, Priihiha- of the Hindu emperors of India.* But 
jj#dwara.f A second issnel forth, and being whether the chain is: entire we cannot say.
“ formed in the palm (vhaloo) of the hand f  he inference is decidedly against its being 

named Ohulooka. A  third appeared- and so; for this creation dr regeneration is assign- 
“ was named Pramara.f He had the blessing cci to an age centuries anterior to Vicrama- 
“ of the Bins, and with the others went ditya: and we may safely state these converts 
“  against the demons, but they did not pre- B>. he of the Takshac race, invaders of India 
u vajl. at a very early period.

“ Again Vasishtha, seated on the lotus, pre- Ajipal is a name celebrated in the Chohan 
“ pared incantations; again he called the chronicles, as the founder of the fortress, of 
“ gods to aid: and, as he poured forth the Ajmeer, one of the earliest establishments of 
“ libation, a figure arose, lofty in stature, of Chohan power.
li elevated front, hair like jet, eyes rolling, &ainbhur,f on the banks o f the extensive 
-- breast expanded, fierce, terrific, clad in ar- sMt Mke of the same name, was probably
-  niour, quiver filled, a how in one hand and anterior to Ajmeer, and yielded an epithet to
“ a brand in the other,- quadrtform ( Chatoo- the princes of this race, who were styled

J 44 mw/a),§ whence his name, -Chohan. bambri Kao. these continued to be the most
“ Tasishtha prayed that his hope II might be important places of Chohan power, until the 

at length fulfilled, as the Chohan-yras des- translation of Prithwiraja to the imperial 
“ patched-against the demons. Sacti-devif throne of Delhi threw a, parting halo of 
“ on her lion, armed with the trident, des- splendour over the last of its independent 
“ e<>ruled and bestowed her blessing on the kings. There were several princes whose 

..... -..— ----------— ----- -------- ---- actions emblazon the history of the Chohans.
* I  have visited this classic spot in Hindu mythology. . . .  , , ,  ... , .

An image’of adi-pal (the’ 'Jti-xt-erwtedr), in marble, ^  these w as M am ka I ta e , w ao  first opposed
f still adorns its embankment, and is a piece of very fine th e  progress o f  .the M ahom edan  arm s. E v e n

sculpture. It was too sacred a relic to remove. ,1  i • , ,
f • Portal or door ( tln-ar) of. the earth contracted to th e  hlptoi7  o f  tile Conquerors reedyds t h a t  

i'.ritbihfU'ii and Purihara. th e  m ost o b s tin a te  opposition w hich th e  a rm s
J - The first striker.’ —-—-——-—-----— -—r------ ~m—   ......,u_.___ _____
.§’ (7/uitoor or Cha, ‘four;’ Anya, ‘body.’ * Bom in 8.1216, or A.D. 1IS9.
! Am , ‘hope,’ Puma  to 1 fulfil s’ whence the tutelary f  A name derived from the goddess Sacambhari, the 

goddess of the Chohan race, Asapnnuv tutelary divinity of the tribes, whose status is m the
f  The goddess of energy, (Sacit), middle of the lake,

19
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of Mahmoud of Gbizni encounfered was Sanchope, and the Pawaitclias of Eawfigurir,
from the prince of Ajraeer,* who forced him have all immortalized themselves by the most 
to retreat, foiled and disgraced, from this heroic and devoted deeds, Most of these 
celebrated strong hold, in hit destructive route families (Jrot exhist, brave as in tlie days o f  
to Sauraslitra. Prithwiraja.

The attack on Manika Rae appears to have Many chiefs of the Chohan race abandon- 
been by Kasim, the .general of Wiilid, on the ed their faith to preserve their lauds, the" 
close of the first con to y  of the Hegira. The Kawi-Khani,* the Surwanis, the Lou an in, 
second attack was at the end of the fourth the Kururwanis, and the Baidwanus, chiefly 
century. A third was during the reign of j residing in Shikavati, arc the most conspiei(- 
Beesaldeva, who headed a grand confederacy ous. .No less than twelve petty princes thus 
of the Bajpoot princes against the foes of deserted their faith: which, however, is hot 
their religion. The celebrated Udya. Hit contrary to the Rajpoot creed; for oven 
Pram ar is enumerated amongst the chiefs Manu says they may part with wife"-to -pro- 
acting in subserviency to .the Chohan p r in c e se rv e  their land. Eesurdas, nephew of Pri
on ihis occasion, and. as Ms death has been, thwiraja, was the first who set this example, 
fixed by unerring records in A.D. 1090, this Twevty-foub Sim as of tiik chohahs— , 
combination must have been against the Is- Chohan, Hera, .Kheechee, Sonigjtrra, '.Deova, 
lamitc; king Modud, the fourth from Mali- Pafeia,; Sancliora, Goelwal, Bhad'oriap-Hur- ' 
moud; and to this victory is the allusion in bhan, Malawi, Poorhea, Soora, Madraeteha, 
the inscription on the. ancient pillar .of Delhi. Sankraetcha, Bhooraotcha, Balaetcha, Tm~
Rut these irruptions, continued to the cap- sairah, Chachairah, Eosiah, Chundu, N'a- ■ 
tivity and death of the last of the Ohohans, coompa, B.hawur, and Bankut. 
whose reign exhibits a splendid picture of Chalook. or Solanki.—1Though we can- 
feudal manners. not trace the history of this branch of the

The Ohohans sent forth twenty-four Agniculas to such periods of antiquity as 
branches, of whom the most celebrated are the Pramara - dr'Chohan, it  is'from the-deft- 
tlie existing families of .Boondi and Kotah, eiency of .materials,, rather than any want 
in the division termed Haravati, They have of celebrity, that we are unable ,to place iiy
well maintained the Chohan reputation for in this respect, on si level with them. The
valour. Six princely brothers shod their tradition of the Bard makes the Solankis 
blood in one field, in the support of the aged important as princes of Sooru on the Ganges,
Shah Johan against his rebellious son ere the Bah tores obtained Oanouj. The
Atmragzebe, and o f  the six but one survived genealogical testf claims Locate, said to be 
his wounds. the ancient Lahore, as a residence, which J

The Khoocheea of Gagrown and Rawio- ~X~ vT -  : .''■'■'■t ~~~~
gurh, the Deoraa o f  Sirohi, the Sonagnrra« f  ffcdanM Go+ra Atdiarya is thus Madwuni Sacha
of Jhalore, the Ohohans of Sooe Bah and “ v ^ E lS S t ^ - Q n r k  Lok?te a d ^ - 8amvati,uiu -‘ Nadi (nrer)—Sham Veda—Kapilenwar Deva—Cajrdii-
“  r ~ ..........r ~ ...............  * — --------- “ man P.ikeswar—Teen Purwur Zener (zone of three

Dharna Dnu-aj, lather of Beesaltieva, most have “ threads)—Keonj Deri—Maipal Pntra (one of the 
iboeo the defender on this occasion. “ Penates).” •

■ / V t  G< W \  , ' ' '  I ' ' . \ 1 'l
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makes them of the same Sacha (Madwimi) given by Mahmood and the demltory wars 
as die Cholians. Certain it "is,’tliat in the of his successors j and we find Sid Bae Joy 

. i‘ eighth century we fmd the Langahas* and S in g /th e ’seventh from the founder, at the 
Togras inhabiting Mooltan and the stir- he&d of the richest, if  not the most warlike, 
rounding country, the chief opponents of kingdom of India. Two and twenty princi- 
the Bhattis on their establishment in the de~ palities at one time owned his' power, from 
sect. They were princes of (M an, on the | the Carnatic to the base of the Himalaya 
Malabar coast, f which city still exhibits mountains j but his miwifeo successor drew 
vestiges of ancient grandeur, I t  was from upon himself the vengeance of the Cliohan,
Caiian that a scion of the Solanki tree was Prithwiraja, a slip of which race was en- 
taken,, and engrafted on the royal stem of grafted, in the person of Koniarpal, on the 
the Chawuras <tvf Auhubvarra Patton. genealogical tree of the Solanhis ; arid It is

I t  was in S. 587 (A.I). 931) that Bhoj- a curious fact, that this dynasty of the Bali- 
raj, the last of the Ohawuras, and the Salic ca-raes alone gives us two examples of the 
law of India were both set aside, to make | Salic law of India being violated, Komar
way for the young Solanki, Moolraj,I who pa!, installed on the throne of Anhuiwarra, 
x'ukid Anhui warm for the space o f ; fifty-eight « tied round his. head the turban of the 
years. Paring tlm reign of his sou and sue- Solanki.” He became of the tribe into 
cessor, (Jliaond Hue,§ Mahmood o f Ghizni which he was adopted. Kotharpal, as well 
carried his desolating arms into the kingdom as Sir] Rae, was the pa iron of Booddhism ; 
of Anlmlwarra, With its wealth lie raised and the monuments erected under them and 
those magnificent trophies of his conquest, their successors claim our admiration, from 
among which the “ Celestial Bride” might their magnificence and the perfection of the 
lmvo vied with any thing ever erected by a rts ;'fo r, a t rto period, were they more ‘ 
man as a monument of folly. The wealth cultivated than at the courts of Anlmlwarra. 
abstracted, as reported in the history of the The Lieutenants of Shabudin disturbed the 
conquerors, by this scourge of India, though dose of KomarpaFs reign ; and his suecos- 
deomed incredible, would obtain belief, if sor, BaUo Mooldeo, closed this djmasty in 8. 
the commercial riches of Anhulwarra could 1284 (A.D. 1228), when a new dyiiasty, 
be appreciated. I t  was to India what Ve- called the Baghela (descendants of Sid Rad) 
nice was to Europe, the entrepot of the pro- under Beesaldeva, succeeded The dilap'ida- 

* ducts of both the eastern and western tions from religious persecution were re- 
hemispheres. I t  fully recovered the shock paired; Somnath, renowned as Delphos of

* Galled M.aUchanh being the sons of Mai Khan, the r0S® i r0Tn rU lU S /and  the k ih g d o m  o f
h first apostato ffom  his faitJitoXsUvinism. Wlietiierthe.se the Balica-Raes was attaining 'its pristine

b ra n ch e s  of tho S o ian k is  were com pelled  to quit th e ir  magnificence, when, under the fourth prince' ' 
re lig io n , or d id i t  vo lun tarily , wo kn o w  n o t. f ’ ( 1 »

t  Near Bombay Gehla Kurruri, the angel of destruction ap-
p Son of ley Sing Solanki, the emigrant prince of j— ------— _— _____________ __ _

Calian, who married the daughter of Bhujraj. These * He ruled from S. 1150 to 1201. It was lug court 
particulars are taken from a valuable little geographical that was- visited, by El Edrlsi, commonly called the 
and historical treatise, incomplete and without title, Nubian geographer, who particularly describes this 

j  Galled Jamund by Mahwnedau historians. prince as following the tenets of Booddha.
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neared in' tho shape of Alla-udm, and the The most eonapichdus of these is the Bha- 
kingdom of Anhuiwarra was annihilated, gela* family, which gave its name to an on- 
The Lieutenants of Tatar /despot of .Delhi tire division of Ilindusthan j and Bhagel- 
let loose the spirit of intolerance and avarice hi inn d has now been ruled for many cen- 

\ on the rich cities and fertile plains of Guzo- turips by the deseei&lttte of ; Sid "Rah; .
rat and” Saurashtra. In contempt of their Besides Bandoogurh, there are minor 
faith, the altar of an Islamite Derveish was chieftainships still in Gnzerat of the Bba- 
placcdin contact with the shrine of Adinath, gela tribe, Of these, 'Peet.appor and The- 
on the most accessible of their sacred : rand' are the most conspicuous. One of the 
mounts:* the statues of Booddha werethrown chieftains of "the second class in Mi? war is a 
down, and the books containing the mys- Solanki, and traces his line immediately 
tones of their faith suffered the same fate as from Bid Hac : this is the chief of Roopna- 
the Alexandrian library. The walls of An- gurh,f whose strong-hold commands one of 
hulwarra wore demolished; its foundations the passes leading to Marwar, and whose 
excavated, and again filled up with the frag- family annals would furnish a fine picture 
monte of their ancient temples.f the state of border-fends. Tew of them,

The remnants of the Solanki dynasty were till of late years, haw; died natural 
(scattered over the land, and this portion of deaths. .
India remained for upwards of a century the Solanki is divided into sixteen
without any paramount head, until, by a branches, ,
singular dispensation of Providence, its splcu- _ 1- Bhagola— Bj.ja of Bhagelkhund (oa-
'doi? was renovated, .and its foundations re- Pital  Bandoogurh), Eaos of 1 com poor j
Imilfcj by an adventurer of the same race Theraud, and Adaluj, Ac.
from which the Agniculas were originally 2. Beorpoora-.-Rao of Ltmawarm.
converts, though Belmrmr the T n lU M  his -  BeM la-Buiiaupoor in Mewar, styled 
name and Ms tribe under bis no* J B t  of ®*<>, but serving the chief of Saloombra.
Kaffir Khan and as Mpzuffit a J | P  the 4. Bhoorta* \  In Baroo, Tekra, and
throne of Gnzerat, which be left- to hi* son. * Chahir, in Jessulmoer.
Tins son was Ahmed, who founded Ahmoda- «• Langalm-Mooslims about Mooltan.
bad, whose most spMndid edifices were built 7- Togru-Wooslims in the Punjnud.
from the ancient cities around it. ®u\ . ' <*°*

Though the stem of the Solankis was thus k>00f^  In  Dekhan.
uprooted, yet was it not before many of its 1(X &rwai«ah§--<KrOar in Saurashtra. 
branches (Sacha;), like their own indigenous l l * Baoka-rThoda in Joy par.

burr-tree, had fixed themselves in other soils. * tThename oj' this snMivMon is from. IStiasr Boo,
- ------ —.... ............. rr~~..  •— ---------—....— ------ the son of Sid llae ; though the bards hate another

• * ,8'atrunjya. tradition for its origin.
p in . 1.822 I math; a journey to explore the remains of -j- I knew this chieftain well, anda very good specimen 

antiquity In Saurashtra. T discovered a ruined suburb he, is of the race. Be Is in possession of the fanioiis 
of i UC ancient Puttun still bearing the name of A n a r- war-shell of Jey Sing, which is an heir-loorn. 
irAra, tlie ffehTJtnr<t %hie.h R Anville had. ‘1 fort a ccettr J ■It’amCros robbers in i lie desorts, known as the Mai- 
do retrouver.” I  medicate a seperate amount of this doots. ■.
kingdom, and the dynasties which governed it. § Celebrated in traditional history.

/ ' " I  "
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12 . Parukia—Ifoisoon h> Mev,--«ir. j sod Liu- hut of the Purihars m>i pitcLoJ the
' IS: Klii-ura—AUotc mid Jawurrt, in flag of the Eahtorcs on the' battlornents of
Matwft. , * Murick wur.

1 l. 'lan tia ..-Chaudhhur fo.kunbari* The power of the Purihars bad, h o w ® ,
,5  -VI met (‘Ha—-if o land. been much ..reduced previously by the prince*
i d  Kujamor—Guzerat. of Mewar, who not only abstracted much

Parro t aka oh P urihaha.—Of  this, the territory from them, but assumed the title
last and least of the AgniculaK, wo have of its p r in e e s - I W *  
much to sat * The Puriharas never acted a - tie Pu.riha.ra is scattered over ltaja.b- 
conspicuous part in the history of Kajas- than, but I m  unaware of the existence of 
flrari- They are always discovered in a any independent chieftainship there. At the 
subordinate capacity, acting, in feudal sub- confluence of the Cohan, the oernd, and the 
ieoti'on to the Tuans of Delhi or the Chohan* Chumlml, there is a colony of this race, 
of >1001 ; -and the brightest page of their which has given its name to a commune of 
history is the record of nn abortive attempt twenty-four villages, besides hamlets, situ- 
of Mali nr H u> to maintain his independence a ted amidst the ravines of these streams, 
ao-aiirst Prithwiraja, Though a failure, it They were nominally subjects of Sinclhia ; 
h is  immortalized Ins name, and given to the but it was doomed requisite for the line of 
scene of action, one of the passes of the defence along the Churnbul that it should be 
Arai ali, a merited celebrity. included within the British demarcation, by

Mimdiumrt (classically Mnndodri) was which we incorporated with our rule the 
Ha- capital of the Purihars, and was the most Notorious body of thieves in th6 annals 
chief city of Mar war which owned the sway of Thug history.
of this tribe prior to the invasion aud settle' j The Purihars had tw e lv e  subdivisions, of 
inent Of the Hah tores. I t  is placed five, which the chief were the ludoh and Sindhi!; 
imiles northward of th e . modem Jodhpur, a few of both are still fo he found about the 
aud preserves some specimens of the ancient banks of the.Loony,
Pali character, fragments of sculpture and Ohawoha or Chatjiu.—This tribe was 
Jrin  temples. once renowned in the history of India,

'Hie Itahtore emigrant princes of Canouj though its name is now scarcely known, or
found -.in asylum with the Purihars. They only in the chronicles of the bard. Of its
repaid it by treachery, and Chonda, a name origin we are in ignorance. I t belongs
cel el) rated in the Itahtore annals, disposses- neither to the Solar nor Lunar raoe, and

— — - ------ j—---------consequently we may presume it to be of
* Dwptwto MbfeOT. I saw this place fired and w  V, . mi., „ame ls nnknowti inievtslltiiia 1807, wium he noted Kuroeiv. Pindarree was fccytUle O X lg U u  ihe name 13 unnnown

nu,v prisoner by Smiihia. It afterwards cost some Hindusthan, and is confined, with many

M » 0( « *  o fl» »  fa m  * r m a  « .  f o “ >
Host its antiquity, and it fc a work that could not be to the peninsula of Saorashtra. If foreign

' undertaken in this degenerate age. The remains of i t --- ------4---—---------- i---W----- —.......... ........
britn; to mind those of Volterra or Cortona, and other * This was in the thirteenth century. when Jtandawur 
am ient cities 'of Tuscany: en«swUs Bewaredmasses dt: was captured, and its prince stain,.by the Mann'- c t 

.. atone without any cement. j Oheetore.
20
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to India proper, its establishment must have At all events, the prince of Deo laid the 
}won at. a remote period, as we find iudiridn- foundation of Anhui warm Puttun in S. 8G2 

ala of it intermarrying with the Suryavansa (A.D. 746), which henceforth he come the 
ancestry - of the present princes of Mewar, capital city of this portion of India, in lieu 
when this family were the lords of 13a,liable. of JRallabhijmra, which, gave tho title of 

The capital of the -Ohawnraft.was the -in- Baliea-ruof. to its princes, the Baiba va of the 
H ilar Dcobimder, on the coast of Saurash- earlier Arabian travelers, and following 
Ira, and the celebrated temple of Somnath. them^ the geographers of Europe.
■with many others on this coast, dedicated Vena Raja (or, in the dialects, 1 Run raj), 
to Balnath, or the sun, is attributed to this was this founder, and his dynasty ruled for 
tribe of the Sauras,* or worshippers of the one hundred and eighty-four years, When* 
cun,; mostiprobably the generic name of the as related in the sketch of" the Solanki tribe, 
tribo. as well as of the peninsula.f llhoj llaj, the seventh from tlilMbmuler, va->

By a natural catastrophe,, or as the H indu deposed by his nephew. It was. during this 
superstitious chroniclers will have it, as a dynasty that the Arabian travellers* visited 
punishment -for the piracies of the prince of this court, of which they have left but a 
Deo,' the element whose privilege he abused confused picture. W e are not, however, 
rose and overwhelmed his capital. As all altogether in darkness regarding the Oha- 
this coast is very low, such an occurrence is wura race, as in the Kliomau Rassa, one of 
siot improbable: though the abandonment the chronicles of Me war, mention is made 
o f I3eo might have been compelled by the of the auxiliaries under, a leader named 
irruptions of the Arabians, who at this period Chatnnsi, in the defence of Choetore against 
carried on a trade with these parts, and the first attack on record of the Mahon*- 
the plunder of some of tlieir vessels m ay dans.
have Brought this punishment on the Cha- When Mahmoud ■£ Ghiztti invaded Sau- 
v. liras. That i'. was owing to .(Some such raslitra and captured its capital, Anhui war- 
political catastrophe, we have additional :ra, he deposed its prince, and placed upon 
grounds for belief from the annals of Mowar, the throne, according to Ferislita, -a prince 
which state that its princes inducted, the 0f  the former dynasty, renowned for his 
Ghawuras into the scats of the power they  ancient line and purity of blood, and who is 
abandoned on the continent and peninsula styled Dabichalima ; a name which has puz- 
oi Saurashtra, z]ed all European commentators. Kew the

* The Sur o i of the Greekwrifor.-: ou the Baciviaftlm Dabi was a  celebrated tribe, said some to
bouMaiy of the Baotniu kingdom under Apoltodorts. ^  t)1.arlch 0f the Chawura, find this there-
On this bog tim pa pet on Grecian metlala in the TMh.sac» '
lions of the Royal Asiatic Society, to), i. fore may be u compound ot Dabi Glut wura,

t Many of th« inimhitants of flw b nuh and vest of ^  Chourasima, by some called a branch 
India casttflot pronounce the cA, and um variably substitute ■ J
t.he s. Thus the noted Pindarrio leader Choetoo v,-as o f  the a n c ie n t  Y adns,

^ H i i *  ancient connection between the Snr-many'Of the tribes ot the desert, the ,$ is alike A stumb-
ling-hloct, -which causes many singular.-mistakes, when yavansi chiefs', an d  th e  C iuuvuras, or 
Jessnltpeer, the 1 hill of Jessul,’ becomes Jihulmeer. ‘t h e ___ - ,  ____g g y i -----u—_ , , K,,
hill of foots.' _ * Relations wHenricsde-j Voyflgeure par RetiiuiiUa *

X v S  ■ g° 5 oX  . ' ■■
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fcauras, of oatirahlitxa, is stiJI maintained j or Targotai, who appears to be the Tnrashka 
after a lapse of ifr.ro tin,a one . thousand .of the JPnrarm ; the Tukyuks of the Chinese 
years; for although an alliance' with the historians, the nomadic Tochari of Strabo, 
liana s family is deemed the highest' honour who aided to overturn the Greek kingdom of 
that a Hindu prince can obtain, as being Bactria, and gave their name to the grand 
the first ut rank in Rajasthan, yet is the division of Asia, Tocharistan* or Turkiskm : 
humble Oluiwara sought out, even at the and there is every appearance of tha t singn- 
foot td fortune’s ladder,: wheriee to carry on jav racf!j the Tajuk,f still scattered over 
the blood of Rama. The present heir-ap- these regions, and whose history appears 
l^rent of a line of ‘ one hundred, kings,’ a mystery, being the descendants of the 
the prince Jpvana Sing, is the offspring, of Takshac.
a Qhawura mother, the daughter of a petty j t  has boon already observed, that ancient
cluefturn of (Vincent. inscriptions in the Pali or Booddhist cliarac-

It were vain to give any account of the ter have been discovered in various parts of
present state of the families bearing this Rajasthan, of the race called Tusta, Tab-
name. They must depend upon the fame of shac, m d  Tak, relating to the tribes, the
past clays ; to this we leave them. Mori, Pramara, their descendants. ..Vac/a

14K or Takshac, iakshao appears to be and Takshac are synonymous appellations in
the generic term of the race from which the Sanscrit for the snake, and the Takshac is
various Scythic tribes, the early invaders of the celebrated Kagvansa of the early heroic

•’ India, branched off. I t  appears of more an- history ot India. The Mahabhamt describes,
Gent, application than Goto, which was the ia  it9 usual allegorical style, the wars
parent of innumerable sachan I t might not between, the Pandits of Indraprastha and :
he judicious to separate them, though it the Takshacs of the north. The assassins- I '
would be speculative to say which was* the tion of Parikshita by the Takshac, and the ' 1
primitive title of the races called Scythic, exterminating warfare carried on against
after their Country}, SaLatai or Saca-dwipa, them by his son and successor, Janmejaya,
the land of the great Gefoi —r — r------ =----- ■-------- —  ---------- r-——" -  - 1

. . .  , , rn , * „ ... * Tacash continued to be a proper name with the
Alaugazi .aiak.es iaunak, the son of lu re  great Khans of C.vmzm (Chorasmia) until they adopted.

—— ----- — ......... ■■■■!- —----—— ---- —  — ...... —~ the faith of Mahomed. The father of Je.ital, the foe of
* Abkigazi says, when Noah left the ark he divided Jungheez Khan, was named Tacash. Taehkhundon thu 

the earth amongst his three sons : SKeiu had Iran ; dasartes, the capital of- Turkisten.'toav he deri ved Mm 
Jnpbet, the country of “Kuttap Shanaach," the name of the name of the race.
the regions between the Cawpain sea and India. There Bayer says, “ Tocharistan was the region of the 
he lin’d two hundred and, fifty years. Bo left eight Tochari, who were the ancient T o c k a r o i  or Taa l i v  - 
sons, of whom Tore was the elder and the seventh rai.  Animisrms Marcellinns says, “many nations obey 
Camari, supposed the Gamer of Scripture. the Bactrains, whom the Tochari surpass.”—ISist. Meg,

Tittr, had four sous; the eldest of whom' was Tatmlk, Bad., p. 7. 
the fourth from whom was Mogul, a corruption of Mungul, f  This singular race, the Tajuks, are repeatedly mcn-
’.ignifying sad, whose successors made the Jaxartea their tioned by Mr. Elphinstone, in his admirable account of 
wintei abotje. Under his reign no trace of the true the kingdom of Cabul. They are also particularly 
religion’ remained: idolatry reigned every where. Oguz noticed as monopolizing the comraiueial i rarisaotions of 
Khan succeeded, kingdom of Bokhara, in that, interesting work “ Voyage

Tlw ancient dimbri, who went west with Odin’s horde j d’OrenboUrg a Bokhara,” the map accompanying.winch, 
of Jits, Cattis, and ou, were probably the tribes des- j for the first time, lays down authentically the sources 
canded from Camari, the son. of Turn. j and course of the Oxvia and J'axartes.

: ' ' 1 , '
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who at last compelled thorn to sign iributan ' The calculated "oriod oh the nm» non o). 
engagements, dirested of its allegory,* is the Takjjiaca, or Nafwaiisa. under SeS:« 
plain ,historical fa6t, nag, is about si* or seve111 centuries bel< ro

When Alexander invaded India, ho found t o  Christian era, at which W.} period tho
the Pamtakn,, tho mountain (pahar) Tali, Scytliie invasion of Egypt and Syria, by
inhabiting the Taropamis&n range ; nor is the sons of Togarrnah riding on n »rse- 
it by any means unlikely that Taxiles,f the (the Asm a or A»i), is alike record?*! by tho 
ally of the Macedonian king, was the chief prophet Ezekiel and Diodorus. .'It Aboo
(w) of the Taks j and in the early history of Ma.batrn.ya calls the Taksliacs u the spP <'f j ;
the Bhatt-i princes of Jessulmeer, when driv- Himachal,” all evincing; Scythic descend -
m  from Zabulisthan, they dispossessed the and i t  was only eight reigns anterior to this
Taks osh;the Indus., and eeta 1 dished them change in the Tmnur dynasties 'd India, 
gjtlvee in their land, the capital of which was that Fnrswanatli, the twenty-third Booddha,
called Salblumpura ij,and as the date of iliis introduced Ms tenets into India, and 'bred
event is given as 3008:of the Yudhishthira era, his abode in the holy mount SanioL." V
it is by no means unlikely that B ^ h a n a ,  Enough of the ancient history of t o  
or Salbhan (who was a Takdiac), the eon- T at ; we will now descend to more modern 
queror of the Tuar Viorama, was of the times, on which we shall be brief. We have 
very family dispossessed b y  the lihattis, who already mentioned ,the Jakshao hlorl as be- 
eouipelied them to migrate- to the south, ing lords of Cheetorc from a very early

___ — ............ ...— —--------------- -— period5'; and but a few generations after (he
* The Mkh<xbk«rtH dfMiri' s liliis warfare against tho G elllo tes su p p la n te d  the M o ri- , tin s  p a lla - 

8mvk0 ,i literally ; of which, in one atbafik, liu seized and ■ ' ■ , .. , , ,
yyacte a buntt-ofieimg (ham) of twenty thousand, It is d in m  o. (Hindu lib e rty  was assa iled  by th e
surprising that the Hindu will accept these things liter- grills 01 Islam. "Wt! find amongst tlM nu- 
Mt, i t  misTtfc be said lie had bul a, choice of diffieul- , , ■ , ., •
t i i  and that it w o u ld  be as impossible lor any human mci'ous ^fendcis who appear to nave- com;..
Using to make the barbarous sacrifice of twenty thousand derod  iho  cause of Ohoetoro th e ir  ov n, <f the  
, , o i s  specie, as it would be difficult to fimt Went, f  A setg u r h .” t  This ra c e  appears,
thousand snakes for the piirpose, The author's know- ,° •“  ■
ledge of what barbarity will inflict, leaves the fact of to h av e  re ta in ed  possession o f  Iser for , at
the human sacrifice, though, not perl,ups to this extent, { ce n tu n te  after th is  even t, as its
not even improbable. In 1811 Ins duties called lum to
u survey amidst the ravines of the Chnmbul, the tract ch iefta in  was one o f  tllfl m ost conspicuous 
ended f f f o j  a d isoyt inhabited hr the Uoojur 1 j  . y  f  P rilh *  ira ja  In  th e
tribe. Turbulent and independent, like the sons of '
$},ail, their band against every man and every man’s pcouts o f  Clllind h e  is called th e  standard-" 
liand against, them, their nominal prince, Surajmnl, tic: a ,  '• rp, p - f  a
Jit chief of Bhtortpore, pursued exactly the same plan _ y f y y f ) ' _0 * ‘ t ... .. ........................... _
towards the population of these villages, whom they given since the Mahoraedan religion, for a time made it 
captured in a  night attack, that .lamnejaya did to Sim the boundary between the two faiths.
'facieshues : he threw them into $t» with combustibles, * In  Behar, during the reign of Tradydla, the suedes-, 
ami actually Urns consumed .them I This occurred not, sot of Ripoonjya. BarsWa’s symbol is the serpent, or 
three quarters of a century ago. Tackshac. His doctrines spread to the remotest .parts

f Arrian says that hh name was Omphis, ard  that aid
V, father dying ai. this t no, he did homage to Alexan- and Anhui warm all held to the tenets of Boodciha, 
dor,, who invested him with the title and estates of his |  This is tile celebrated fortress in the Cantfoish, now 
father laxilea, Hence, perhaps (front fhA), the name in the possession of the British.
of tlw Indus, Attao : not p'ttwc. or ‘ forbidden,’ accor- % In the list of the ivounded at the battle of Ganouj 
ding to modem signification, and which has only boon he is mentioned by name, as •« Chatto the Tak,"
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This ancient race, tho foe of Janraejayaand thirty-six royal races'6? India tho J it lias a 
iho friend of Alexander, closed its career in place, though by none is lie ever styled 
a Waste of splendor. The celebrity of the ‘ Rajpoot;’ nor am I aware of any instance 
kings of Guzcrat will make amends for the of a Rajpoot’s intermarriage witifi a Jit. I t  
obscurity of the Talcs of'modern times, of is a name widely disseminated over India, 
whom a ' dynasty of fourteen, kings followed though it does not now occupy a very etevat- 
each other in succession, commencing and ed place amongst the inhabitants, belonging 
ending with the proud title of Mozuffir. I t  chiefly to the agricultural classes,
was in the reign of Mohammed,* soft of the In the 'Punjab they still retain their art-
first Togluc, that an accident to his nephew dent name of Jit. On the Jouma aud Gan- y  
Peroa proved the dawn of the fortunes of ges. they are styled Jats, of whom the chief 
the Tak; purchased, however, with the of Bhurfpnr is the most conspicuous. Oil. 
change of name and religion. Seiiarun the tho Indus and in ISaurashtra they arc termed 
Ta k was the first apostate of his line, who, Juts. The greater portion of the husband- 
Tinder tho name of Wujeh-ool-Toolk conceal- men in Rajasthan are Jits ; and there are 
ed both his origin and tribe. His son, Zuf- numerous tribes beyond the Indus, now 
fir Khan, was raised by his patron Feroz to proselytes to the Mahomedan religion, who 
the go\ ommont of Gnzerat, about the period derive their origin from this class. y
when Tixnoor invaded India. Zuffu- availed Of its ancient history sufficient lias been 
himself of the weakness of his master and already said. We will merely add, that the 
He distraction of the times, and mounted kingdom of the great Geto, whose capital 
the throne of Guzcrat, under the name of was on the Jaxartcs, preserved its integrity 
Mozuffir. t  He was assassinated by the hand and name from the period of Cyrus to the 
p£ his •'grandson, Ahmed, who changed the fourteenth century, when it Was converted 
ancient japffid, Anbulwarra, for the city from idolatry to the faith of Islam. Hero- 
founded by himself, and called Ahmedabad, dotus informs ns that the Getea were tlieists 
one of the most splendid in the cast. and held the tenet of the soul’s immortality ;

.With the apostdey of the'Tak,$ the name and He Guignes,* from Chinese authorities, 
appears to, have been obliterated from the asserts that a t a very early period they had 
tribes of Rajasthan ; nor , has my search embraced tho religion of Fo or Booddha.
ever discovered one of this name now ex. The traditions of the Jits  claim the tw
isting. gions west of the Indus as the cradle' of tho

J it.-—In all the ancient catalogues of the race, and make them of Yadu extraction; V 
r—— ---- -— — — ■— — — ------  thus corroborating the annals of the Yachts,

♦ lie joijmed from AD. 1326 to 1851, which state their migration from Kabulis-
■f * The victorious.’ _______ „_______ ________1________1____ 1 ___ „
% The M .iut Secxndri gives the ancestry of the apos- * “ The superiority of the Chinese .over the Turks 

tats lor twenty-three generations ; the last of ■wham caused the great Khan to turn his antis against the No- 
was ties, the same which introduced the Nagvansa, madic Getos of “ Mawet-ooi-Jfehr (Transosiana), das- 
seven centuries before the limstian era, into India, “ eended from the Ihiclu, andbred on the Jihoon orOxus,
The author, of the word gives the origin of the name of -‘whence, they had extended themselves along the Indus 
Talc, or Taunt, from Twrhi ‘ expulsion,’ from his caste, « and even Ganges,and are there yet found. These Getes 
which he stylesKhett?, evincing his ignorance of this “ had embraced the religion of Fo,"—-Btrt. Gen. den 
ancient nice, Suns, tom, i, p. 375,
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than, and alinoft jndiuiug us to dispense regions; and doulfilcBS- the Salivakanpuru'* 
with the descent of .hi- tribe from Crbisna, %vhew the Yhdu Bhattifi established them - 
uud,to pronounce it, an important colony of waives on the expulsion of the Talk, 
tjie Yuclu, Yuti, or Jits. Of the first mi- ,How inmjh1 earlier than this the J it ’peiie- 
-gration from central Asia of this race .with- traded into Rajasthan must he left to morn 
in the Indus, we have no record : it might ancient inscriptions to determine : suffice h 
have been simultaneous with the Takshae, that in A. 1). 44Q wo find him in power, f 
from the-wars of Cyras or liis ancestor!-. WTicn toe Yadn wa* .expelled from Saliva■<

It has been already remarked, that the hanpuva, arpl forced to seek,' refuge across,
J it divided with the Takshac the claim of the Sutledge among the Bahia arid Joliya 
being- the parent name of the various tribes .Rajpoots of the Indian desert, whore they 
called Seythic, invaders of India ; and there founded their first capital, Berrawnl, many 
is: now before the author an inscription of from compulsion embraced the Mahomedun 
the fifth century applying both epiilu ts to faith ; on which occasion,,they assuau-d the 
till; same prince,*’ who is invested moreover j name of of which at least twenty '
with the Seytliio quality of vorJdppm g the j different offsets are. enumerated in the Yadn 
sun. I t  states, likewise, that the .mother o f! chronicles.
this J i t  prince was of Yacht race: strengthen- That the J its  continued as a powerful dop
ing their claims to a niche; amongst the - natality, on the oast bank of the Indus and; 

■thirty-six Bajctilasj as well as their Yadu in the VtrojaT), fully fi\o centuries after the 
descent. period our inscription and their annals illus-

The fifth centurv of the Christian era, to train, we have the "most interesting records 
which this inscription belongs, is a period, of in  the history of Mahmoud, the .conqueror ul' 
interest in Jit, hisu>rv. Be Ciuignes, tram India, whoso progress, they checker- ..in it
original authorities, states the Yuchi, or Jits, .... i7 t3  twoUtW^tury n^^p iT
to .have established themselves in J!}o Punjab tat; since an inscripticm: of Koraarpai, prince, of Antral- 
in- the fifth and sixth centuries' and the ™  declares- tlmt thisamum-.-h carded ids
inscription now quoted, applies »  a prince geography, and' WjlfoRd ineSaons “ Saagsila, a famous'' 
whose capital is m  led Salindrapam in these cUy in raif s’ bixt* “ Dc?,ws‘ b-v t,f Laho“ ’ 8rt̂_ _____ *'......  ...  ..... .... at£&an frior^, ana to be bmlt toy PoOru/’

* “ To my foe, sahrta-tion ! This foo how .stall t dos- f  .At this time (A/D. 419) tlie .1 id wo’.li-.r.o. Hc-mri-t 
( “ criPe?Of the race of J it CattUla, vhosq micestor, the and Hbrsa, led a colony from Jutland an,! _ founded the

*■ warrior Isdtshac, formed the garland on tho neck of kingdom of Kent. (y. Cantki. ‘ acoast, in Sanscrit, as
“ Mahadeva.” ' in Gothic Kent i J). The lews they Uk-ivs iatrodw-vd, .

Though this is a figurative allusion to the sniijife neck- more especially the etffll prevailing- one of gavelldtpl. 
lace of the fattier of creation, yet it evidently Mated where Ml tho sons share equally, except the youngest 
to the Jits descent from Or Takshac. But enough has wil° llas » ciou1,>lc portion, ttte purely Scytluc, aud J  , 
been Raid elsewhere of the snake race, the' parent of the Brought hy the original Goth Croiri the Jaxiw-tes,- 
Scythic tribes, which the diane Miltoa seems 'to have Aland had finished Ms career, and Theodore mu! 
taken from tModortts’s account of tho in other of the Gttnsfirio (rie , ‘king,’ in Sanscrit) were carrying tlteir.
S ey th is  : aKfts into Spain a n d  Africa. .g ....

11 W oman to  the  Waist, a n d  f a i r ; y  . Why shou ld  th ese  'proselytes, if originally Yndti,
‘‘put ended foul in many a scaly fold?” assume 'the name of Jat ? It .must he. either that, the

J ‘a r .  Z o s t , hook ii, YadflsWero themselves.tlie Scythic Yuti, or Ynuhi, or
Whether the J i t  C a t t i - d a  i s  the Jit or G-ete of, Oafchay 1 that the branches,intermarried with the Jits, and conse. - 

( ,iU  being the. mark of the 'genitive case) we will leave J quetilly hecamc degraded as Yitdas, and the mixed 
to 'conjecture. • j .igstie bore the mime of the mother.



manner unprecedented in the annals of con- Many doubtless'did escape ; a nd it. is most 
tinontal warfare. It I;*as in 4.16 of the Hegira probable that the Jit communities, on whose 
(A .B: 1026) that llalmurud m arched an overthrow the state of BikanOer was founded, 
army against the; Jitsj who had harrassed were remnants of this very warfare, 
dud maulted him .'on the ''return from his last N ot long .after this event the original cm* 
expedition against g&iifashtra. The interest pire of the Crete was overturned) when many 
of the account authorises its being given from fugitives found a refuge in India. In 1360, 
tile original. Togultash Timoor was 1 he great Khan of %

“ The Jits inhabited the country on the the (M e nation; idol a tors even to this 
“  borders of Mooltan, along Kie river that, j period. He had Conquered Khorasan, in- 

\  “ runs by the mountains of Joud.* When vadod Transoxiana (whose prince fled, but 
“ Mahmoud reached Mooltan, finding the whose nephew, Ameer Timoor, averted its 
“ J it  country defended by great rivers, he subjugation), gained the' friendship of Togul- 
il built fifteen hundred hoars,f each armed tash, and commanded a hundred thousand 
“ with six iron sjffeos projecting from their (Me warriors. In  1369, when the Got,id 
“ prows to prevent their being boarded by Khan died, such was tho ascendancy obtain*
“ the enemy, expert in this kind of warfare*, ed by Timoor over his subjects, that the 
“ In  each boat he placed twenty arches, and Oonraltai, or general assembly, transferred 
“  some with fire-balls of naptha to burn the the title of Grand Khan from the Getic to 
“  J it  fleet. Tho monarch having determined the Chagitai Timoor. I n ; 1370 he married a 
“ on their'extirpation, awaited the result a t Getic princess, and added Kogend and Sii- 
“ Mooltan. The Jits sent their wives, chil- markand to his patrimony, Traiitfoxiahaj Ito- 
“ dren, and effects to Scind Sagur,J and hellions aild massacres almost depopulated 
“  launched four thousand, or, as others say, this nursery of mankind, ere the Getes 
“ eight.thousand,boats 'well armed to meet, abandoned their indopcnd.on.ee.; hdr was it 
cf the Gomians. A terrible conflict ensued, till 1388, after six invasions, in which': hd 
“ but, the projecting spikes, sunk the Jit boats burnt their towns, brought away their wealth,
“ while others were set on firo, Few escaped and almost annihilated the nation, that he 
“  front this scene of terror; and those who did, ’ felt himself secure,
“  met with the more severe fate of captivity. ” § In his expedition into India, having over-

* The JifMoo ca Dang, o r‘lulls of Yalta,’ mentioned rlTT1 £reat Pari °-f Europe, u taken Moscow, 
in iI k- sketch of tins race ns one of their intermediate “ 'and s k i l l  the  soldiers o f  the b a rb a ro u s  
points of halt when they were driven from India after „  _

•* jjababhiirat. OoroosA he encountered bis old foes “ the
t  New' «-■" spot whore Alexander built bis fleet, “  Gates, w ho inhabited  t h e  p la in s 'o f  Toheem ,

bete0- “ whore lie put two thousand to tne sword,
I'Tnm u .ted iJy pow, ‘an island,’ Scind Sapor is one « pursuing them into the desert and slau ( l i te r -  

of the Bo-abs of tlie Pnrijab. I have compared Bow's ,, . , °
translation of the '.earlier portion of the history of mg many m ore n ea r th e  Caggar.
Kel’ishta with the origin nl, and it is infinitely more ~ --- ——— -—   ....... .... —------------- — .
faithful than the world gives Mm credit for. His errors Ahulgasi. v.d. ii. chap. Jg. After his battle with 
are most considerable in mitnerals and in weights and Sobltnn Mahmoud of Delhi, Timoor pave, orders, to «sc 
measures; and it is owing to this that he has made the the word of his historian, ‘*for 'the slaughter of a hundred 
captured wealth of India appear so incredibfc, .“ thousand infidel slaves. The great mo.-Kjueyy.i- fired,

§ Perisiitn, voh i. ' “ and the souls of the infidels were gent to the abyss of

11 |j  f || ' f i 5 r i :
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Still the Jit maintained himself in the o f ihe Him*. who lodb* quota on thU ueea- 
Pnujab, and the most powerful ami ii depen- rion, Do G uignesde^rifo 's Unjut as be- ■■ 
dent prince of India at this day is the J it mg the' name of a ' considerable horde of ,

- prince of Lahore, holding dofninihn over the Hans or Moguls; and Abulguzi '.says that, 
identical regions where-the Yuepteolouited the Tatar tribe who guarded the great wall 
in the fifth century, and where the Yadus, of China wore termed Ungulti, who had a 
driven from Gozni, established themsi tyes on distinct prince with high pay and honour, 
the ruins of the Tabs. The J it cavalier The countries inhabited by the litong-jnw 
retains a portion of his Seythic maimers, and and the On-hpon, the Turfs and Moguls, 
preserves the use of the chakra'- or discus, called L Tatar’ from to  tan, the name of the 
the weapon, of the Yadu Oriskta in the re- country from the banks of-.the Irtish along- 
mote age of the Bharat. the mountains of Altai to the shores of the

H ra  or Hoon.—Amongst the Scytliio Yellow Sea, are dencrihod a t  large by the 
tribes who havp secured for themselves a historian of the Huns j■following whom and 

4 niche with the thirty-sis; races of India, is the other original sources, the historian of the 
Him. A t what period this race, so well Fall of Borne has given groat interest to his 
known by its ravages and settlement in narrative of their march into .Europe, But 
Europe, invaded India, wi/know not. Doubt- Hmse; who are desirous to learn all that re- 
less it  Was in the society of many others lates to the past history and manners of 
yet found in the peninsula of Saurashtra, as* this people, must bonsait that monument of 
the Ch-tti, the Balia, the Macwahana, &o. It erudition and fhseareh, the Geography of 
is, however, eonfined to the genealogies of' MalteHlran.f
that peninsula ; for although we have men- D’AnVilfepi. quoting Cosmas Bn* traveller,, 
tion of the Hun in tho chronicles and inscrip- informs ns, tb it the white Huns ( f  cukoi 
tions of India at a very early period, he occupied the north of India : and
failed to obtain a place ip the catalogue of it is most probable a colony of these found 
the northern hards. their way into Saurashtra and Mewar.

Tho earliest notice of the tribe is in an I t  -is on the eastern bapk of the Ohumhiil," 
inscription'* .recording the power of a prince at the ancient Barolli, that tradition, assigns 
of. Bebar, who, amidst his other conquests, a residence to the fioon ; and one of the 
“ humbled the pride of the Huns.” In  the celebrated temples a t that place, called the 
annals of the early history of Mewar, in the Sengar Ohaorie, is the marriage hall of the
catalogue of princes who made common ‘“‘‘“ 17’ “  ~tT ~„ , * Hist. Qen. aes Huns, tom. iff, p. 238.
cause With this the cine, Ol all the Rajpoots, t  Precis cle deograplae-uaiveMeile. Malte ferautraces 
when Oheetore was assailed in the first irrup- a <iopuect5wj fotweem tli« Hungarians and the Scan, 
tion o f  th e  Ttfahompdo-nsi '* - i i 'hnavians, ton; ainulatity of lapgtjagf ■ “ i  ces siecles
■pon ol the Mahomedatts, was Ungutsi, lord fprimltifc ou U  Hnn%les Itoths, lesJot®, je„ a*,,. „t '
"hell. Towers were erected of tfcrtr h e a d s . 1^7  ‘‘.Wen d’aut^s jaiupics etaieht reonis Mitonr ancient. - 
“ bodies were thrown as food to the beasts anti 1 auto?? d udin‘ Several of the words which -he affords:
“ of  p r e y .  A t  M fc ito  t h e  ^ t S t £ t £ t £  !* ™  ?  »  * 0 .

< “ alive.” This was by order of Tamerlane, to whom the i i  , ° aucishcmens (.Teogiaphiques ,sur la  Carte de
‘‘ i dratuatic historians of Eiu-ope assign every great arid P'good quality! ' great ana § An orthography which more assimilates with the ■

' * Asiatic’"Keaarchcs. vol. i, p. 136. ®̂ “dn Pmniuiciatiou of the-name Hjon, or Oun, than -
■ . Huu* ' ; ; ■ . - . v Y - - \ A b '
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H ood, prince, who is also  declared to have nook of the Punjab near th e  confluent five 
been possessed- of a lordship on the opposite streams. I t was against these Alexander 
bank, occupying lire site of the present town marched in person, when lie nearly.lost Ids 
of Bbynsror, In. £ho twelfth century the life, and where he left such a signal meraorial 
Hun must have possessed consequence, to of his vengeance. The Catti can be. traced 
occupy the place ho holds in the chronicle of from, these scenes to his present haunts. In 
the princes of Guaerat. The race is not the earlier portion, ofThe annals of Jessulmcer 
extinct. One of the most intelligent of the mention is made of their conflicts . with the 
living hards of India assured the author of C atti; and their own traditions'* fix their 
their existence ; and in a tour where he settlement in tfu; Peninsula from the .south- 
accompanied him, redeemed his pledge, by .eastern part of the 'Talley of the Indus, about 
pointing out the residence of some in a vil- the eighth century.
lagoon the estuary of the: % h ie , though In  the. twelfth century the Catti were
degraded and mixed with other classes.* ■ • conspicuous in the wars with Prithwiraja,...

We may infer that few convulsions occur- there being, several loaders of the tribe .at- 
red in central Asia, which drove forth these tabbed to bis army, as wall as to that of his 
hordes of redundant population to seek sub- rival, the monarch of Kanouj.t Though on 
si.steu.co.in Europe, without India participa- this occasion they acted in some degree of 
ting in such overflow. The only singular • subservience to the monarch of Aulmlwara, 
circumstance is, bywlmt means they came it would seem that this was more voluntary 
to be'recognized ns Hindus, even though of than forced,
the lowest class. Sudra.we cannot term Catti still adores the srm, scorns the
them ; lor although the Catti and the Balia peaceful arts, and.-is' much less contented 
cannot be regarded as,.or classed.with iutj- w^b the tranquil subsistence of industry 
poots, they would scorn the rank of Sudra. than, the precarious earnings of his former

Ca t t i.— Of the ancient notices o f this predatory pursuits. The Catti was never
people much has been already said, and all happy hut on horseback, collecting Ms black 

■ the - genealogists, both of Rajasthan and lance in hand, from friend and foe.
Saurashtra, concur in assigning it a place We will conclude this brief sketch' with 
amongst, the royal races of India. I t  is one Captain Macmurdo’s character of this race, 
of the most important tribes of the western « ih e  Catti differs in some respects from’ the,
peninsula, and which has effected the change u Rajpoot. He is more cruel in his disposi-

v of the name from Saurashtra to Catti war. «tion, but far exceeds him in the virtue of
O f all its inhabitants the Catti retains

most originality: his religion, his manners,
, , , ' * The late Captain Macrniivilo, whoso death was a

and his looks, all are decidedly beythiC. loss to  the service and to  literature, gives an animated 
He occupied; in the time of Alexander, that account of the habits of the Catti, Bis opinions coin-
: 11 •  _ _  _____------—,—__—_ .— i ide entirely with my own regarding this race, See vol,
* The same baid says that there are three or four i. p. 270, Trans, Soc. of Bombay, 

houses of these Hoons at Tresaowee, three eoss from f It is needless to particularise. them here, in the 
Barpcia ; and the iiheechee bard, Mogjeo, says their poems of Chunfl, some boohs of which I have f ra -la- 

|  traditions record the existence, of many powerful Boon ted and purpose giving to the public,,. ib%, ircpuUant
priucea in India, part the Catti had assigned to them will appeal.

22  '
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wfy&averv ;* arid i character possessed of ira. on the contrary, assort itu'ir-, origin to he
“ there energy than a Catti docs not exi-r. Indm ansa, arid that they arc the ibriica-
“ DRs size if cop side rally  larger than Rom- putras who wore the ancient lords of Arorc 
“ mon, often exceeding six feet. Ho is some- on tha Indus. I t  would bo presumption to  

times seen with light hair .'and blue-col our- decide between these claims ; but 1 w>nlti 
“ dd eyes. His frame is athletic and bony, venture to surmise, that they might, bo llr- 
‘'and particularly well adapted (o his mode offspring of Sold, one of the prin<>njf • f fcho 
“ of life. His countenance is expressive, but, Bharat, who founded A.rore.
“ of the worst kind, being harsh, and often The Oattis claim decent from the Dallas t
“ destitute of a single mild feiifareAf an additional proof of northern origin, and

B a l i .a..—All the genealogists, ancient and strengthening their right to  the epithet of 
modern, insert the Balia tribe amongst the the bards, “ Lords of Mooltuu .ntd Tattw.”
Riij-ciihi <, The byrd, or'‘ blessing,’.' of the The Balias were ■ of .sufficient consequence, in 
bard is Tatt'a Moltan e a raof’t  indicative the thirteenth century to make incursions' on 
'o f their original abode’s on the 1ml us.- They Me wav, and, the first, exploit, of the udo- 

, lay claim, however, to descent from, the ■■gar- hrafced liana,Hamir was his killing Ilia Dal- 
vavanai, and maintain that their great la chieftain of Choteck. The present. chief 

// ancestor, 'Balia or Bappa, was the offspring of Dhank is n Balia, and tb$ trib« \ etjpro- 
of Lava, tire eldest son of llama ; that their serves importance in the peninsula, 
fifgt settlement in Saurashtnt was at the J hala MAcwyAHAKA.--ffliis tribe also in- 
ancient Bhank, in more remote' periods habits the Sanrasfctra peninsula, Tfc.is-tylod 
called Mongy Put.tun ; and that, in conquer- Rajpoot, though neither classed ..with the 
in? the country adjacent, they termed it Solar, Lunar, nor Agnieula races; but 
BaJlakshetra (their capital Ballabhipura),and though we cannot directly prove it, wo, have 
assumed the title' of Ralk-rae, Hone they riffht to assign to it a noriheru origin,
claim identify with the Gel dote race of It is a tribe little known in Hindustlian or 

■Mewar: nor is it impossible that they may oven Rajasthan, into which fetter country i t  
ho a branch of this family, which long  held was introduced entirely through the medium 
power in SaurasMva. Before the Geldotes the ancient lords ot fatirusli.tra, the pre
adopted the worship of Mahadeva;, which sm t &milT of Mewar; a sanctionwhich 
period is indicated in their annals, the chief CQVcre every defect. A splendid act of reli- 
■ object of their adoration was the sun, giving devotion of the JLala chief, when Bara Bra- 
them that Scythic resemblance to which the taP waf! oppressed .with the whole weight of 
Balks have every appearance of claim. Akbar’s power, obtained, with the gratitude

The Balias on the continent of Saurash- of this prince, the highest honours he could
------ — —k. .-....-li,;,:. Avp .. ..'Vi  confer,-r-liis daughter in marriage, and a seat

* ' 1 tficy][i!|po°t of Cattiwar, not of Hajastlmu, to on his right hand. That it was the act. and 

f Of tlieir personal appearaiicQ, and the t>Inc CT0 ia- 1101 I»3 rank in the scale of the tliirty-six
dicative ot Gotlncor Uem origin, the .author will tribes, which gained him this distinction, we 
lyvooceasmu to speak more particularly ia his. per3onai ’ . “ ... ■ Awy,,uanative. 1 have decided proof m later times, when .it

I ' trliioes ol -Tatta ami Mo&ltan,' was deemed a mark of great 'condescension



that rhe'jTPeaent liana should sanction a re- whose ruins attest considerable power, and' 
mote branch of Ms own family bestowing a afford singular scope for analogy, in orchi
ds) tighter in marriage on the Jlutla ruler of tectnral devieft, with the style termed Saxon 
Kota In’* of Europe. The hards of the Jaitwas run

This tribe has given its name to one of the through a long list of one hundred and thirty' 
largest divisions of Saurashfcra, dhalawar, crowned heads, and in the eighth century 
which possesses several towns of importance, have chronicled the marriage of their prince 
Of these Bankaneor, Hulwud,*ttd Dinqgdn, with the Tuar relbuudor, of. Delhi. A t this 
are the principal. period the Jaitwa bore the name of Caniar;

Regardi ng the; period of the . settlement of and Sehl Cauiar is repotted to ho the prince 
the Jliahis tradition is silent,'as also on their who was driven from Goomlee, in the twelfth 
early history: but the aid of its quota was I century, by invaders from tho north. With 
given, to the liana against the first, attacks | this change the name of Camar was su%,
■ofthe MahoUiedans; and in the heroic his- | aild that of Jaitwa assumed, .which ..has 
tory of Prithwiraja we have ample and re. j induced tlie author to style them, Camarii 
pealed mention of the Jhala chieftains who and as the7> with the other inhabitant,.;, of 
distinguished themselves in his service, as well this peninsula, have all the appearance of 
as in that of his antagonist, and the name of Scythic descent, urging .no pretensions to 
one of these, as recorded by the hard Chund, connection with the ancient races of India,
J have seen inscribed on tho granite rock of they may he a branch of that celebrated race, 
the sacred Gimar, near- tlicir primitive the Cimmorii of higher Asia, and the Ciml ri
alxxlos, where we leave thein. Rmope.

There are several subdivisions of tho Jhala, Their., legends are as fabulous a„ fanciful, 
of which tho Macwabana is tho principal. They trace their descent from the monkey-god

J aitwa, J ow a , or Camari.—This is an Haimman, and confirm it by alleging the 
ancient tribe, and bv all authorities styled elongation of the spine of their princes who 
Rajpoot; though, like the Jhala, little known hear the epithet of Funchevia, or the ‘ long- 
out of Sauraslttra, to one of the divisions of Ranas of Saurashtra. But. the nmn-
vhkh  it has niven its name, Jaitwar. Its »  and traditions of this race will appear 
present possessions are on the western coast luorc fu%  *» the narrative of the author’s 
of the peninsula: the residence of its prince, travels amongst them, 
who is styled liana, is Purbnnder. Gohil.—T his wras a distinguished race: it

lit remote times their capital was Goomlee, claims to he baryavansi, and with some pxe-
_ _______ ________ —-------—— —--------- —  tension. The first residence of the Gobils

* Mis spti. ibicihu diujr, the.present .administrator, 5s was Jo n a h  K h erg u rh , near the beiul o f tho

chieftain’s daughter, which has entitled his (Madhu Loony in Manvar. lunv long tlii?y liad..been 
Bing’s) issue , to many far abovo their scale in rank, established here WC know not. They took 
Somtvli floes mnettority of Wood rise above alt worldly . .. „ ...
oexeideniUtm* v.jth a Hii!(ioot, that ahhotn-h Zahru Sing 11 “ om one “ l0 nbonginai Llnl chiefs 
JifiM the reins of the richest and, pest ordered state of named Khemvo, and had been in  possession 
Httiah,ha,u, he deemed his family honoured by his yh- „■... _ . , . ,. , ,, ,
tainmg to wife for his grandson the daughter of a °* 01 ^VV0ab  generations Wi.U'Tl expelled

. Cutctwalia minor chieftain. by the Kahtores a t the end of tho twelfth
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century. Thence, migrating '.to Saurashtra, Bar.* Indeed, the author of fi^  ■■■Komarpcd 
they fixed at Porumgur; which being des- Chari!in styles it Raj-tiUtc, or ‘regal prince;’ 
troyodj, one branch settled, at, Bugwa, and the but tin name only now exiria-amongst th&
.chief marrying the daughter of Jtfundtifl mercantile clasnos professing the faith of 
Rugger or Nandode, he usurped or obtained Booddha: it is inserted as one of the eighty- 
his father-in-law’s estates; and twenty-seven four. The greater portion of these are of 
generations are enumerated, from Sompal to Rajpoot origin;
Parsing, the present Raja of Randode. An- 1)4111.—Little can be said of this tribe, hut
•other branch fixed at Seehore, and thence that it was once celebrated in Saurashtra, 
founded Bhowmigger and (logo. The for- By some it is called a branch of the. Yacht, 
jnor town, on the gulf of the Myhie, is the though a ll : the genealogists give it distinct 
Residence of the Gobi Is, who have given importance. It now possesses neither tcrri- 
their name, Gohilwar, to the eastern portion tory nor numbers,
of the peninsula of Saurashtra. Gor.—The Gor tribe was once respected

The present chief addicts himself to com- in Rajasthan, though it never there attained
merco, and possesses ships which trade to the to any considerable eminence. The ancient
gold coast of Sofala. kings of Bengal were of this race, and gave

SyHWT-V or Sariaspa.— Of  this racetradi- their name to the capital, Luknawti.
fion has left us only the knowledge that it We have every reason to .believe that they
once was famous; for although, in the onto- were possessors of the land - afterwards • ocett-
logueP. of the hard, it is introduced as the pied by the Chohuns, as they are styled in
“ essence of the Klietrirace,”* we have only all the old chronicles the ‘ Gor of Ajtneer,’
a low legends regarding its present degrada- Repeated mention is made of them in the
iion. Its name, as well as this epithet of the wars of Prithw irajft, as, leaders of consider-
bard, induces a belief that it is a branch of able renown, one of .whom formed a small
the As was, with the prefix of Aar, denoting state in the centre of India, which survived
‘essence, or priority. But it is useless to through seven centuries of Mogul domina-
speculate on a name. tion, till it at length fell a prey indirectly to

SmAR or Sulae,—L ilce the former, we the successes of the British over the Mall-
have here but the shade of a name; though rattas,when Sindliia,in 1809,annihilated the
one which, in all probability, originated the power of the Gor and took possession of his
epithet Larike, by which the Saurashtra capital, Supur.f A. petty district, yielding
peninsula was known to Ptolemy and the ~~Z~Z ~TT 7*” FY .*’• 7 ~J hit-, as before observed, is a distinctive prolix, moau-
geographers of early Europe. The tribe of iag ‘ excellent/
Lar was once famous in Saurashtra and fW  lS0T tJie passed through -tRls ̂ rritoty, in 

., .'. , v ; ... . 1 a splttary ramble to explore these parts, then little
in the annals or Anhulwarra mention is known; and though bat a young Sub, was courteptely.
made of Sid Itae Jey Sim-having extirpated reGeivC(1 an d : entertained both at Baroda and Supur.
them throughout his dominions " S u h r  o r T  llS 5 “  «'0 comtry under ^  die-

0  w atar-) o r terent circumstances, m the suit of the British envoy
S i l a r ,  would therefore be distinctively t h e  with Sindhi.Vs cpuxt, and had the grief to witness the
. . ..........................................  operations against Supur, aud its fall, unable to aid hit

friends.
* •’Sarweya Khetrk tyn sar,” The Gor prince had laid aside the martial virtues.



about £500(1 -mnually, 4» all t.tiia-rapaeious | J'oiona and iNctbmiJa, now occupied by th© 
bead of a predatory government has left to Booncldas and Blutghcks. Their Vars with 
the (dor, ou t1 of about twelve lacs of annual Prithwiraja, forming one of the most in- 
revermo. The Gor has five sachn : Ontabir, teresting of Jus exploits, ended in the humi- 
Silbala, Poor, Doosem, and Bodano, liation of the Cbundola, and, prepared the

Dob or Don.v.—"We have little to say of way : for their conquest by the G'Lcrwals ; 
this race. Though occupying a place in all the' date, of the. supremacy of the Ikondck 
tlie genealogies, time has destroyed all: know- Manvira was about A.D. 1200. Madhukar 
ledge of the past history of a tribe, to gain Bah, the. thirteenth in descent from him, 
a victory over whom was deemed by Pri- founded Oreha on the Betwa, by/whose soil, 
thwimja worthy of a tablet.* Birsing Deva, considerable power was at-

Giikrwai,.—The Qhervval Rajpootisscarce- tamed. Ore,ha became the chico ol the Du
ly know  tu his brethren in Rajasthan, m ta rn  Bootidela principalities ; but its foui.- 
wlio will not admit h is , contaminated blood der drew upon himself everlasting infamy, 
to mix. with theirs j though, as a bravo war- hy putting to death the wise Al.ui F usil/ 
rior, he is entitled to their fellowship. The tlm historian and fri-nd of tlie magnanimous 
original country of the Gberwal is in the Abb.ii, and the encomiast and. advocate of 
ancient kingdom of K a a .f  Their .groat an- the Hindu race.
costor was Khomij Deva, from ‘whom Jbs- I x'oni the period of .Akbar the .Ooondelas 
solid a, the seventh in descent, in consequence hero a distinguished. part in all tlie grand, 
of some grand sacrificial rites performed at. con diets, to the very close ol the monarchy:
Bindabas-.i, gave the title of BoomMa to his nor, amongst all the bravo chiefs of Rajas- 
issue. Boondela has now4 usurped the name than, did any perform more gallant or taith- 
of Ghenval, and bocomo the appellation of M  services than the .Boondela chieftains of 
the immense tract which its various branches tlrcha and Dnttea. Bag wan of Orcha com- 
inhabit in Boondelthund, on the ruins of lan d ed  the advanced guard of the army of 
the Cl limekilns, whose clmstf cities, Kalinjara, wliah Jehan. His son, Soopkurna, was Ar- 
Mohini, aud Mohoba, they took possession imgaebe s most disHagui,lied leader, «n the 
0p Dekhan, and Dulput fell ui the war of sac-

The Clmndaihu classed hv some of the cession on the plains of dajow. His desceri- 
genealogists amongst- the thirty-six tribes, dants have not dcgon<Ji.i,od; nor is there 
wore powerful in the twelfth century, pos- an.Y thing finer in the annals r f the chivtUry 
sessing the whole of the regions between the the AV est, than the dignified and heroic 

- ' ---------;7 7 — - , , — ~ ~ ~ Z  conduct of the lathe 1* of the present chiof.f
He became it zealot in the worsmjrOf Ylshmt, left off ....y. __. ), __________*___ ____ __
attlmal food, waspatinually ^ tc ln g  before the Image * Slain, at the inBtiyftt'km 6f prince Scliiu, son o f  
of the god, and was fstr more conversant in the mystical A t bar, afterwards the emperor hhangir. Seethisin- 
portlrv of Crishna and his beloved Rttdlia than in the | eident stated in the emperor s own Comiarntu/rte*,. 
martial song of the hard. Mis name was Radhaca-das, j f  On the death of ytadajee Sindhia, the females of his 
‘the slave of Badluiand,  as far as he is personally family, iu apprehension of his successor (Dowtofc jRao) 
concerned, we might cease to lament that he was the sought refuge - and; protection with the Raja of Buttes*’ 
hwt of his race.  ̂ An army was sent . 0  demand their surrender, and hosti-

* See Transactions of Royal Asiatic Society, vol.i.p, litv was proclaimed as the otmeqUetioe of refusal. This 
3.33. • brave man would not.even await the: attaclf, bat at tl»e

f  Benares, head of a devoteY hand of three hundred hone, with
.23'
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The BooitJela is now a numerous race,, cultivation, or the more precarious employ- 
while the mmo Ghent al remains in their ., merit of his lance, either as a follower of 
original haunts. others, or as; a eottimon depredator.

ftriiGOOJUK.—’This race is Smya vansi, and Theyhave their '• name- from the (ownof 
the only one, with the exception of the Cleli- Sifcri (IFfyltchpur), which was formerly an 
lole, which ckiins fioia Lava, the elder son independent principality?.' ■ 
of llama. The Birgaojur held . considerable ..BvcE.-~The Byee has obtained a place 
possessions in Dhooudar,* and their capital amongst the tluriy-six raeet, though lhe
w.i the hill fortress of Baiore,f in the prin- author bolt-Vi'S it bat a subdivision off the
cipality of Macherri. (tajgurh and Aiwa gurvavansi, a s it  is neither to be met with 
■were, also their possessions. The Birgoojurs jn the lists of Grand, nor .In .-.these: of. the 
wore expelled these abodes', by the (Jutch- KompA^ul CUaritrxi. I t  is now nsmoiou , 
wo,has. A colon} found refuge and a new and has giveil its name to an extensive dis-
residence at Antipsaliar on the (Tanges. tried, Byeevvara in the . Do-ab, or the land

Sbstgab.—Of tins tribe little is known, between the Ganges and Jumna. 
nordocs.it appear ever to have obtained Dahia.— This is ah. ancient tribe, whose
great celebrity. The solo chief aiusliip of ■ residettee was the banks of the Indus, near 
the Scngars is Jngmolraupur on the Jam - pg con.fiucnce with the Rutledge ; and ul
na. though they retain a place amongst the

Rjketiwal.—This tribe, like the former, thirty-six royal races, we have not the;know- 
never appears to have claimed much notice- lodge of any as now existing. Thor arc 
amidst the princes of lla jasthan; nor is mentioned in the annals of the Bhattis of 
there a single independent chieftain now Jessulmecr, and from name an well as from 
remaining, although there-.is a. small, district locale, we may Infer that they were the 
called after them, Bikcrwar, on the right Dali* of JAlexanfrr.
bank of the Chumbul, adjoining Jaduvau, J oyha.— This race possessed the .same
and like it now incorporated in the province hannrts as the Dahia, and are always coupled 
of Gwalior in Smdhia’s dominions. The Si- with them. They however extended across 
kenval is therefore reduced to. subsist by the Gatah into the northern' desert of - India,
— .— .  ---- -— — —  ---- and in ancient ehronieles are entitled a  Lords
t h i i r  Uncos, c a rried  d e s titu t io n  am o n g s t tlre ir assail- o f  J u i l g u l - D e s s , , ”  a  t r a c t  W h ic h  c o in p r o h B n -  
a n ts ,‘n e ith e r giv ing  rior rece1 viug q u a r te r : a n d  thus ho d j  Hcri,ma J3]mtaafr, and N a g o r e .  The 
fe ll in  defence or th e  lavra of sa n c tu a ry  a n d  honour. 7 7 <
Even when grievously woundc*̂  he .would accept no aid. a u th o r  pDSSOSBOS a  w o rk  rc h i t i l  0 to  litis trihOj
•uul refirsod to leave the held, "biifc disdaining all com- like the Dahia. now extinct.
promise awaited his late, file author lias paused iiport ,
the spot where this gallant dend was performed ; and M oH IL .— W e  luiVO BO l^lOuO oi j  tld g lB g  Ot
from iu8 sou, the present Baja, had the annn’.s of his the pretensions of this race to the place it is 
house.' 1 ■■■ . „

it-.-Ambar or Jeypu . w w»Q as iftachoiTi, were com- allowed to occupy by the genealogist*. All
prchevKted m Dhooudar, the aneisnl geographical desig- that can he learned of its past history is,
nation.

f The mias of Bajore are about fUtt.en miles west of that it in-3lal>ited a considerable tract so late
Bftjgurli. A person sent there by the author reported „  the foundation of the present state of 
the existence of inscriptions m the temple of Nilkantha- , . ,
Mahadeva, Bikanecr, theJIshtore founders ol ■wuusfc ex-

’



polled, ii' UOI extirpated. ihe Mobil, With was fitlncketJ by Ons-siin, the lieutenant of 
'the Mahin, Malawi, and’ MalMst, also ..extinct, the Caliph of Bagdad, and treated with. the 
it may laim ■ffle honour of doboent from the greatest barbarity. W bother this prince 
ancient Malli, tlie foes of Alexander, whode used Dv/irr as a •proper name, or as that of 
abode was Hooltan. ■ (Qu. Mobil-than ?:) his tribe, must--le left, to mnjecituv.

JSTio o o iu ’a . --Oi‘ this race, to which cole- D a h jJi a .—Tiio Dahimu has left but the
lu-ify ullaches in all the genoidogies. wo can wreck of a great name, Seven centuries
only discover that they were proprietors of have swept away all recollection of a tribe
1 he district of M.mdulguiffi prior to tiro Gob- who once afforded one of the proudest themes 
lotos. for tiro song of th” bard. The Jdaluma was

I I a j - P a f j .— This difficult to discover any the lord of Biana, and one of the most
thing regarding, this race, which, tinder the powerful vassals of the Chohan emperor,
names of Uaj-p.xli, Baj-palica, or simply Bala, Prithwiraja. Three brothers of this house
are mentioned by all the genealogists; espe- held the highest offices'under (his monarch, 
dally those, of Batirashtra, to which-in all and the period during; which the elder, 
probability it was confined. This tends to Kaunas, was his minister, was the' brightest 
make' it Seythic' in origin ; the conclusion is history of the •Ghohan: but ho fell a victim 
strengthened by the derivation of the name, to a blind jealousy, Pundir, the second 
meaning froyal, shepherd it was probably brother,: commanded the frontier at Lahore, 
a branch of the ancient Pali.* The third, Chaon'd 'fide, was the■ principal

P ahtry' V.—The Koniarpal Charitra is onr leader in the last battle, where Prithvviraja 
iimhorityfSot classing this race with the fell, with the whole of his chivalry, on the 

thirEyjteix. Of its history we know nothing, banks of the Gaggar. Even the historians 
Amongst the princes who e&taa to the aid of of Shabudin have preserved the name of the 
Clieetore, when first assailed by the arms of gallant Dahima, Cliaond Kao, whom they 
Islam, was a the lord of Debeil, Daliir, JJes- style KJiandirai; and to whose valour, they 
paftV’f  From the ignorance of the traris- relate, Shabudin himself nearly fell a sacr i- 
eriber of the , Gehloee annals, Delhi is writ- fice. (With the Chohan, the race seems to ha ve 
ten instead of .Debit 5 but we not. oulv have been extinguished. Pa in si, his only son, was 
the whole of the names of the Ttiar race, by this sister of Cliaond Rae, but he did not 
but Delhi was not in existence at this , time, survi ve the capture of Delhi. This marriage 
Slight as is the mention of this prince in the forms the subject of one of the hooks of "the 
Cheetore annals, it is nevertheless of high Imrd. Mdio never was more eloquent than in 
value, as stamping them with authenticity; the praise of the Dahima.* 
for this Daliir was actually the .despot of * Chimrt, rtwlawl, tliijsj d<»cii^~^aau,iuijrih('VC!..
Scind, whose tragiea' end in his capital 'vltJltlie I’̂ lumee:  ̂On the sum-
Debeil: is. related by Afod Fuzii. I t  was in ‘toppre^.thohead <rf '«esuag. was pkee.i' the-' cast,t«
the niuoh -niiuh year of the -Hegira that he ”of !uanf’ r?3«mb,mg ffiyias. I’he Dahima had throe

"y sons and two fair daughters: may.htennrae be y<,r-
«  IT fie final f i j l l .b lo  « .  1. a  rnn .'k  o f  Iho  j e n i t f a ,  « * .  «  ,d " o f  u i l o T l L l f f i f  " f  g '

: a s t ^ 2s T i’ ■ • • e ' uarosus, md  i>i2wty-tlu^e female slave®, one limulre.1

'*. . y THE RAJPOOT TRIBES 01 ' g | J
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A b o r i g i n a l  - R a c e s .  j Sohorwnl, llggurwul, Jaelvval, Maauhvftl,
Bangree, Mer, K aba, Meoria, 33L.il, Serial), Kajoiiwal, Kortawah Chehtnw .il. Soni,

Thori, Kbangar, Gonad, Bhurr, J u n  war, Sojuhvnl, Nagiir,Mad,Jnlli*'Ri, Lav, Ktipale, ' 
and Saind. Khuraifca, Bururie, Dpsera, '.Bamburwal,

■ A g r i m d t t t r a l  a n d  . ' P a s t o r a l  T r i b e s .  N agm lra, K urbaiia, Buttewura, Mewarra,
Abhira or Aheer, Goala, Kurm i or Kuhn- Xm isngpura, Khaterwal, Punehm nual, 

hipGrOojtir, and Ja t. Hunetvval, Sirkaira, Byce, StuMu, Kunibo-
Ilajpoot Tribes to which no Sacha is assigned, w al, Je&runwal, Bbagolwal* Orchitival,

Jalia, Pesbani, Suhagni, Cbahira, Ran, Banmmvfil, Sreegoor, Thakoonval, Baimi- 
Siinala, Boteela, Gotchir, "Malmi, Ohir, H od, aval, Tepora, Tilola, Atbnrgi, Larlisa'ka,
Bachnk, Batur, E erueh , Kotuk, Boosa, and Bednora, Kheeoho, Gusora,Bahaohur,Jaiuio,
Bir-’Ota. Pudm ora, Meheuea, IXhnkurwai, Mungora,
G i t i a f o p u e - o f ' t k e  e i f f h t y - f o u r  ’M e r c a n t i l e  T r i b e s .  ‘ Goclwal, Moborwal, Chcetara, Kakulea,

Sri Sri Mai, Srimal, Oswal, Blmgairwal, B hareja. TJndora, Sachora, B W ngraW al, ■
Pocndoo, PooBikttrwal, Mairtawal, Hursoruh, Hundalralu, Bram nnia, Bagria, Dindfiria,
Soorurwal, Pilliwal, Blimnboo, Klumdailw tl, Borwal, Sorbea, Ur wal, Nufag, and Nagora,
Rohilwal, Kehderw al,> Deesawf.l, Goojurwal, (One wanting.)

CHAPTER YHI.

R e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  P o l i t i c a l  S t a t e  o f  t h e  R a j p o o t  T r i b e s .
H aving thus taken a review of tho tribes The same religion governing the mstitii- 

whieh a t various times inhabited and still tions of all these tribes, operates to  eoun- 
inkabit Hindusthan, the subject m ust be eon* te rac t that dissimilarity ih m anners, which 
-duded. would naturally be e je c te d  am idst so great

In ao extensive a field it was impossible a variety, from situation, or climate j al
to introduce all that could have been ad- though such .causes do produce a  - material 
vanced on the distinctive marks in -religion difference in external habit. Gross but the 
and m an n ers ; but this deficiency' will be elevated range which "divides upland Mewnr 
remedied in the annals of the m ost promi- from  the low sandy region of M arwar, and 
nent rafeeS yet ruling, by which we shall the difference 'of costume, and. m anners will 
prevent repetition, strike the most, casual observer. But these
t ciidsen horses of the treed in ijalg'two elephants, and changes are Only exterior and personal ; tile
Men Shields, a pf.Het of silver for the bride, ora, bun- mental ( liaracter is less changed, because the 

“dretl wooden images, oue hundred chariots,'and one |3 - 0 eg
‘■thousand pieces of gold.” same creed, the 'same .religion (the principal

The bard, on; taking leave, says; “the BaMmala. forraer an(j reformer of manners), guides 
u yj»hed his gold, and filled his coffers. With the praises 
“of 'mankind, The PaMimie. produced.-'a, jewel, a gem them all.
“ without price, the Prince Bainuv' W h have the satnb mvtholoffv, the same

The author litre gives a fragment of the ruins of
Biana, the aneiexit abode of the paiixma. theogdny, the same festival^ though com-
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raemorated witlipcouliar distinctions. There- With our present system of alliances, so 
are niceties in. thought, as in dres;., which if pregnant with evil from their origin* this 
possible to communicate ■would excite but fatal consequence (far from desired by, the 
little in te re s tw h e n  the tie of a turban- and legislative authorities at home) must -inevi- 
tliofold of a robe are, like "Masonic symbols, tably. ensue. I f  the wit of man had been 
distinguishing badges of tribes. But- it is taxed to devise'ft series of treaties with a view 
in their .domestic circle that.-. manners .are to an ultimate rupture, these would be ett- 
best, seen * where restraint is thrown aside, titled to applause as specimens of diplomacy, 
and no authority controls the freedom of ex- -There is a perpetual variation between the 
presssion. But does the European seek ac- spirit and the letter of every treat \ ; and 
Cess -to - - this ' sanctum of nationality ere he while the internal independence of each state 
gives his debtor and creditor account of is the groundwork, it is frittered away and 
character, his balanced catalogue of virtues nullified by successive stipulations, and these 
and vices ? He may, however, with the Raj- positive and negative qualities;continue mn- 
poot, whose independence of mind places fuaBy'• -'repelling- each other, until it is ap- 
him above restraint, and whose hospitality parent that independence cannot exist under 
and love of character will always afford-free such conditions. Where discipline is- lax, as 
communication to those who respect his vvifclr these feudal associations, and where
opinions and his prejudices,;, and who are each subordinate vassal is master of his own
devoid tof that overweening opinion of self, retainers, the article of military contingents
which imagines that nothing can he learned alone, would prove a source of contention,
from such friendly intercourse, i  ho person- By leading to interference with each indi
al dissimilarjly accordingly arises from locale-, yidual chieftain, it would render such aid 
the mental similarity; results from a grand worse'than useless. But this is a minor con
fixed principle, which,: whatever its intrinsic ^deration to the 1-nW ory pecuniary stipidn- 
moral defect, whatever its incompatibility tion, which unsettled and undetermined, leaves 
with the elevated notions we entertain, lias a door open to a system of espionage into 
preserved to these races, a s ' nations, the their revenue accoun ts-a  system not only 
enjoyment of their ancient habits to this disgusting, but contrary to treaty, which 

./ distant period. May our boasted superiority leaves ‘internal administration’ sacred. These 
in all that exalts man above his fellows, openings to dispute, and the general hlxitv 
ensure to our Eastern empire like duration; 0f  their governments coining in contact with 
and- may these notions of our own peculiarly pur regular system, present dangerous liau- 
fayoured-destiny operate to prevent us from dies for ambition : and who so blind as not 
laying prostrate, in our periodical ambitions to know, that- ambition to be distinguished 
visitations, these the most ancient relics of mast influence every vicegerent in the East ? \

• civilization on the face of the e a r th ! For While deeds in arms and acquisition of
• the dread of their amalgamation with our territory outweigh the'm eek eclat of civil ! 
empire will prevail, though such a result virtue, the periodical visitations to these ■ 
would he opposed not only to their liappi- kingdoms will ever lie like the comet’s,
ness, but to our own Stability. “Foreboding eiltaigc to princes.-’ ,  !

: a ;a ..:w v : - -a ;'-..a ■ ■■ 2 1 ' :>a  ........ .............................- '■ ; ,
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:Oar position in the Bast lias : been, and Hahomedan bigotry and power; • though to j 
continues to he, one in which conquest forces the honour of the virtuous and. magnanimous '

' herself upon os. We have vot tho power, few among the crowned heads of eight een- 
however late, to halt, and not anticipate her tnrios, both Tatar and Mogul, there were 
further orders to march. A  contest fora  some groat souls; men of high worth, who 
mud-bank has carried our arms to the Aured appeared at intervals to redeem th e  oppres- j 
Ghersonesus., the limit of Ptolemy’s geogra- sion of a whole preceding dynasty, 
phy. With the Indus, on the left, the Bnth- The high ground we assumed, and the 
mappotrato the right, the Himalayan harrier' lofty sentiments with which wo iutrdueed. 
towering like a gaint to guard the Tatarian ourselves amongst the Rajpoots, arrogating 
ascent, the ocean and our' ships a t our back,' motives of purity, of disinterested benevo- 
snch is our colossal attitude 1 But if mis- lence, scarcely belonging to humanity and to 
directed ambition halts not at the Brahma- which their sacred writings alone yielded a 
pootra, but plunges in to gather laurels from parallel, gave such exalted notions of our 
tho teak forest of Amman, what surety have right of exerting the attributes of divinity, 
we for these Hindu states placed by treaty justice, and mercy, that they expected little 
within the grasp of our control ? less than almighty wisdom in our acts: but

But the hope is cherished, that the same circumstances have throughout occurred in 
generosity which formed those ties • that each individual state, to shew wo were mere 
snatched the Rajpoots from degradation and mortals, and that the poet s moral, 
impending destruction, will maintain the “Tia distance .lends enchantment to the view,” 
pledge given in the fever of success,£ that was true in politics. Sorrow and .distrust 
their independence should be sacred that it were the consequence -anger succeeded ; but 
will palliate faults we may not overlook, and the sense of obligation is still too powerful 
perpetuate this oasis of am*»W rink, fa tm  to operate a stronger and less generous sen- 
desert of destructive revolution, of races timent. Those errors may yet be remedied, 
whose virtues are their own, and whose vices and our Rajpoot allies yet be retained as 
are the grafts of tyranny, conquest, and useful friends: though they can only be so 
religious intolerance. while in tho enjoyment of perfect internal

To make them known, is one step to obtain independence, and their ancient hist button.
■f for them, at. least, the boon of sympathy ; “ No political institution can endure, ob~

for with the ephemeral power of our gover- serves the eloquent historian of the Middle 
nors and the agents of governments, is it to Ages, “  which does not rivet itself to the 
he expected, that the rod will more softly fall “ heart of men by ancient prejudices or 
when ignorance of their history prevails, “ acknowledged merit. Tho feudal compact;- 
and no kind association springs from a know- “ had much of this character. In lulfilling, 
ledge of their martial achievements and yet “ the obligations of mutual assistance and1: 
proud bearing, their generosity, courtesy, “ fidelity by military service, they energies of 
and extended hospitality ? These are Raj- j “ friendship were awakened, and the ties off 
poot virtues yet extant amidst all their re- “ moral sympathy super added to those of |

; volutions, and which have survived ages of “ positive compact.” f : I



We.shall throw out one of the assumed j we may certainly take .credit for having 
causes which, give stability to political insti- established a system which most .compel .-that 
tution; e acknowledged merit,’ which never direct interference, which the broad principle 
belonged to the loose feudal compact of Raj- of each treaty professes to check, 
warra: but the absence of this strengthens the The inevitable consequence is the perpe- 
necessary substitute, ‘ ancient prejudices,’ tuation of that denationalizing principle, so. 
which supply many defects. well understood by the Mahrattas, “  divide et

Our anomalous imlbm,consistent intorfer- impera.” We are few; to use an Oriental 
ence in some cases, and our non-interference metaphor, our agents must u use the eyes 
in others, operate alike to augment the dislo- and ears of others.” That mutual depen- 
cation .induced by dong predatory oppression donee which would again have arisen, our 
in the various orders of society, instead of interference will completely nullify. Princes 
restoring that harmony and continuity which will find they can oppress their chiefs, chiefs 
had previously existed. The .great danger, will find channels by which -their sovereign’s 
nay, the inevitable consequence of presever- commands may bo rendered nugatory, and 
ance in this line of conduct, will bo their irresponsible ministers must have our support 
reduction to the same degradation with our to raise these undefined tributary supplies; 
other allies, and their ultimate incorporation and unanimity, confidence, and all the sen- 
with our already too extended dominion. timents of gratitude, which they owe, and

It may bo contended, that the scope acknowledge to be our due, will gradually 
and tenor of these alliances were not al- fade with the national degradation. That 
together unfitted for the period when they our alliances have this .tendency cannot, .he 
were formed, and our circumscribed know- disputed. By their very nature they transfer 
ledge; but .was it too. late, when this know- the respect of every class of subjects from 
ledge was extended, to purify them from the their immediate ..sovereign to the pa ramount 
dross which deteriorated the two grand prin- authority and its subordinate agents. Who 
ciples of mutual-benefit., on which all were will c&re to urge that a government, which 
grounded, viz. 1 perfect internal independence cannot support its internal rule without 
to them, and acknowledged supremacy’ to power unshackled and unrestrained by ex-- 
the protecting power ? It will be said, that terior council of espionage, it can maintain 
even these corner-stones of this grand poli- self-respect, the corner-stone of every virtue. 
tioal fabric, are for from possessing those with states as with individuals? This first of 
durable qualities which, the contracting feelings these treaties utterly annihilate. Can 
parties define, but that, on the contrary, they we suppose such denationalized allies are to 
are the Ormazd and Ahrimanea, the good bo depended upon in emergencies? or, if 
and evil principles of contention. But when allowed to retain a spark of their .ancient 
we have suponulded pecuniary engagements moral inheritance, that it will not be kindled 
of indefinite extant, increasing in the ratio of into a flame against us when opportunity 
their prosperity, and armed quotas or con- offers, instead of lighting up the powerful 
tangents of their troops, whose loose habits and feeling of gratitude which yet exists towards 
discipline would ensure constant complaint, us in these warlike communities ?

f i t  <m .
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Like us they were the natural foes of that Never were their national • characteristics ( 
predatory system.which so long disturbed so much endangered ns in thescduciug calm j 
our power, and our preservation and theirs which followed the tempestuous agitations in j 
wore alike consulted in its destruction. When which they had so long floated ; doubtful, to i 
we sought their alliance, we spoke in the use their own figurative expression,, whether 
captivating accents of philanthropy ; we “ the gift of our friendship, or our arms,” 
oourted them to disunite from this Abrirnancs were fraught with greater evil. The latter 
of political convulsion. The benevolent they could not withstand ; though it must 
motives of the great mover of these alliances never be lost sight of, that, like ancient- 
we ejare not call in question, and his policy Home when her glory was fading, we use 
coincided with the soundest wisdom. But “ the arms of the barbarians” To defend our 
the treaties might have been , revised, and conquests, against them 1 Is the mind ever 
the obnoxious parts which led to discord, stationary ? are virtue and high notions to 
abrogated, at -the.-expense of a few paltry he acquired from contact and example ? Is 
laps of tribute and a portion of sovereign there no mind above' the level of ,£10 month- 
homage. I t  is not yet too late. True policy ly pay in all the native legions of the three 

■ would enfranchise them altogether from our presidencies of India ? no Odoacer, no fee- 
alliance ; but till then let them not feel their vaji, again ,to revive ? Is the book of know- 
shackles in the . galling restraint on each ledge and of truth, which we hold up, only 
internal, operation. Remove that millstone to teach them submission and perpetuate 
to national prosperity, the poignant feeling, their weakness? Can wet without fresh 
that every increased bushel of corn raised claims expect eternal gratitude, and must we 
in their long-deserted fields must send its not rationally look for re-action in some 

) tithe, to the British granaries. Let the grand impulse, which, by furnishing a signal 
I national mind recover its wonted elasticity, instance of the mutability of power, may 
j and they will again attain their former cele- afford a lesson for the benefit of posterity ?
I brity. We have the power to advance this Is the mantle of protection, which we have 

greatness and make it and its result our own; thrown over these warlike races, likely to 
or, by a system unworthy of Britain, to retard avert such a result ? I t  might certainly, if 
and even-quench it altogether.* embued with all those philanthropic feelings

* If l^rd Hasting phttanthropy, which rejo iced  for w]licU we tdck credit, act with soporific 
snntcWns tliesr undent states from the degradation of influence, and extinguish the embers of in-
predatory -warfare, • expocted tlia t in four short yeaw ternational animositv. “ The lion and th e  
order should rise, out of the chaos of a'century, and • 1 1,1
“ wan prepared to visit with displeasure all symptoms of lamb were to drink from the same fountain

: ^SSSSS^^XZST-SSiSi "“v “ t0 *l “ Nr * *
“ went would take upon itself the task or restorino- when each man reposed under his own fig-
*• r'^enTui'lo 'i^nf ■ •ag0i’ 0,1 thls score "would tree, which neither strife nor envy dared ‘•1)0 demanded and rigidly exacted in fine, that J
“ such arrangements Would be made as would deprive ap p ro a c h ,

S® m m Z Iiati°n$ aro ca31ed *P°n>
“ ineapiffife of tiadetstanciitig or appreciating-” whai iR » period of great calamity and danger, to 
have they to hope from those without his sympathies f make over to a foreigner, their opposite in
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every thing, their superior in most, the con- or their amalgamation, a crisis fraught 
trol of their forces in. time of war, the adjn- with danger to our overgrown nuo. 
dication of their disputes in time of peace, Let Alexander’s speech to his veterans, 
and a share in the fruits of their renovating tired of conquest and refusing to cross the
prosperity, what must be the result; when Hyphasis, be applied, and let us not reckon

, each Rajpoot may hang up his lance in the too strongly on our empire of opmon :
){/ hall, convert his sword to a ploughshare, and “ Fame never represents matters truly as they"

make a basket of Ms buckler? What but “ are, but on the contrary magnxfies every j
the prostration of every virtue? I t  com- “ thin ^ ,^ i s i s e vtdent; forommwn reputation;

,, , . c.,1 , +1,« “ and # -."rTt though founded on solid truths, is, meiioes with the basis of the Rajpoot s,—the j
i . , . . . “jo it to Pm  elwyed to rumour than reality. *imartial virtues; extinguish theso and they ■> e m fSBrnFM  . _r , . ’
> ■ , , qi ir We .with die Macedonian! will soon cease to respect themselves, b "  ) , j  ' .a <1. . ,, .
1 , , „  » « »  f o iw . s , « , v .  t o  H f e - *
I What nation ™ r it. t o t e r  » d  h,s oth«, fom -. . -■ . » r « r ,
that devolved on the stranger the power ot r  » A , *

, , ™ , , , Ua “ is not very durable, but the eh-iration •>.!protection! To be great, to be independent, . , rp , ,
its martial spirit must be cherished ; happy « * d  ^  19 . h  ™  , •, | 1 |
if within the bounds of moderation. “ to keep A m , and not simply pass through j j g *
Led away by enthusiasm, the author “ it, our clemency must extend to them also, ,
experienced the danger of interference, “ and their fidelity will make our empire
when observing but one side of the pic- “ everlasting. As for ourselves, wo have!
turG__the brilliant lights'which shone on “ more than we know what to do with, and |
their long days of darkness, not calculating “ it must be an insatiable avaricious temper
the shade which would follow the sudden “ which desires to continue to fill what ai- j

, “ ready runs over.” tglare. . "__________ ________ ______ ^
On our cessation from every species of in- * curtias, lib. ix.

terierence alone depends their independence f Quintus Curtias, lib, viii.

»
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FEUDAL SYSTEM IN RAJASTHAN.

*  'c h a p t e r  I

fn&vdueiun ' vKu.t • pf.Rajasthan.— rm.mlbxnh hetman the ancient
\ H> ,, , , origin of the Rajpoot race .- 'K a li  wees of 'ila rv a r.-
tV  v*/' J w ?f!r~~-$esodim of M ewa^-Gradation of Ranks. -Revenue* and rhjU,
;v, the C'\aidt,—JJnrrar.— Klmr Lahur.

I t is more than doubtful whether any j at one period it must have attained a certain 
p R T v,.’A'; code of civil or criminal jurisprudence ever j degree of perfection.

existed in any of these principalities; though Many years have elapsed since I  first on- 
it is certain that none is at this day discover- tertaiued these opinions, long before any 
able in their archives. B at there is a mar- connection existed between these states aiid 
tial system peculiar to these Rajpoot states, the. British Government; vvnen then geo- 
so extensive in its operation as to embrace graphy was little known to ns, and their 
every object of society. This is so aualo- history still less so. A t that period I  Lo
gons to the ancient feudal system of Europe, quently travelled amongst them for ahrase- 
that I  have not hesitated to hazard a com- j ment, making these objects subservient there- 
parison between them, with reference to a J to, and laying the result freely before my 
period when the latter was yet imperfect. . Government. I lxad abundant sources of 
Long and attentive observation enables me intelligence to guide me in forming my a,un
to give this outline of a system, of winch logics 5 MonieSqtiieu, Iluine, Millar, Gib- 
there exists little written evidence. C ariosi- bon:* but I  sought only general resem- 
tv originally, and subsequently'a sense of fiances and lineaments similar to those 
public duty (lest I might be a party to in- .before me. A more perfect, because more 
justice), co-operated in inducing me to make familiar picture, has since appeared by an 
myself fully acquainted with the minutiae of author,t who has drawn aside the veil ol 
this traditionary theory of Government; mystery which covered the subject, owing 
and incidents, apparently trivial in them- to its being till then but imperfectly nnder- 
solves, exposed parts of a  widely-extended stood. I  compared the features of Rajpoot 
system, which, though now disjoined, still society with, the finished picture of this eio-
continue to regulate the actions of extensive ~  ~r“  y ~ — —  ———  — -
communities, and lead to the inference, that f U&Ham'a Middle Ages.
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quent writer, and shall be satisfied with hay- now marks our regular system, 'Whatever 
inff substantiated the claim of these tribes dofts exist is attributed to' fortuitous causes— 
to participation in a system, hitherto deemed to nothing systematic: no fixed principle is 
to-belpng exclusively to Europe. I  am discerned, and non© is admitted; it is-deemed 
aware of the danger of hypothesis, and shall a mechanism without a plan. This opinion 
advance nothing that I  do not accompany is hasty. Attention to distinctions, though 
by incontestable proofs. often merely nominal, will aid us in discover-

The leading features of Government mg the outlines of a pictiuu which must at 
amongst semi-barbarous hordes or civilized some period have been more finished; when 
independent tribes must bavo a considerable real power, unrestrained by foreign influence, 
resemblance to each other. In the same upheld a system, the plan of which was
stages of society, the wants of men must original. I t  is in these remote regions, so
every where he similar, and will produce tho little known to the Western world, and where 
analogies which are observed to regulate original manners lie hidden under those of 
Tatar hordes or German tribes, Caledonian the conquerors, that we may search for the 
clans, the Rajpoot Gala (race), or Jharoja germs of tho constitutions of European 
Bhyad (brotherhood). All tho countries of states.* A contempt for all that is Asiatic 
Europe participated in the system we deno- too often marks our countrymen in the East: 
minute feudal; and wo can observe it, in though at one period on record the taunt
various degrees of perfection or deteriora- might have been reversed,
tion, from the mountains'of Caucasus to tho In remarking the curious coincidence be- 
Indian ocean. Rut it requires a persevering tween the habits, notions, and governments 
toil, and more discriminating judgment than of Europe in the middle ages, and those of 
I  possess, to recover all these relics of civi- Rajasthan, it is not absolutely necessary we
feat-ion: yet though time, and still more op- ~ ~  7~7 .. 7..J ~  > 1 * It 13 a Inga gratification to be supported by such
pression, have veiled the ancient institutions authority as M. St. Martin, who, in his ‘Discerns sac
of Mewar, the mystery m aybe penetrated, VOrigtao etl-rititorie a*  Arsacito,’ thus speak- of the 

7 ■ * *7 ■ 7 system of government termed feudal, which I contend
and will discover parts of a system worthy- exists amongst the llajpoots -. “ On pense ossezgener.
of being rescued from oblivion. “alemeat <tm cettf torte deS^cmmrnt qtri domhmit51

”  11 y a quelques modes, et qu’on, appelle systems feodal,
Mahratta cunning, engrafted on Mahorae- «ctait particnliere a l’Europe, et quo e’est dans ltd foreu

dan intolerance, had greatly obscured these "de la Getmnal6 1uiI m  «herchor i’otigine.
. . “ Cependftnt, is au lieu d’admettre les fails sans discut,er,

institutions, file nation itself was passing “ comme fl arrive trop souvent, on ex iimnate un pea 
rapidly away: the remnant which was left ‘‘eette opinion, elle disparaitiait devant la critique, ou 
, , , , “ du moins elle se. modifierait siugulierem entet l’on
had become a matter of calculation, and. “ verrait que, si e’est des forets .dela Germanic quo
their records and their laws partook of this “ nous avons tire le gouvernmont feodal, il n’enest

, i rm l- “ certamqmcnt pas originaire, Si l’ou vent comparergeneral decay. The nation may recover; .. ,, „ * •, - . , 1 ,J J 3 L Europe, telle quelle etait au xne, sieele, avee la
the physical frame may be renewed; hut the “ monarchic fondeo on Arne par les Amcides troisaiecles
morale of the society must be recast. In “ avant note° et°; vena des institutions et

■ # des usages pareils. On j  trouvera les memos dignities, -
this chaos a casual observer sees nothing to “et jusqu'anx memos Wires, &c. kc, Boirc, ehasser,
attract notice; the theory of government ‘‘00®battre» Mre et defaire de3 roia’ «’etaint Ia lea

. “ nobles occupations d un parthe,”—Journal .Uiatfyue,
appears, without any of the digmity which Vol,i,p. 63, it is nearly sd  with the Bajpobt.

m  § l
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.should .conclude that; one. system was b<prow> Hian tribes, the Franks or Gothic races, I 
ed from the other; each may, in truth, be shall venture to note them. Of one thing 
said to have the patriarchal form for its basis, 'there is no doubt—knowledge must Jiavo 
I  have sometimes been inclined to agree with accompanied tin. tide of migration from the 
the definition .of Gibbon, who styles the east: and from higher Asia, emerged the A-ii, 
system of our ancestors, the offspring of the Catti, .and the Cimhric Lombard, who 
chance and barbarism. ££Le syptemo feudal, spread the system in Scandinavia, Friesland,
“ assemblage monstrueux do tant de parties and Italy*
“ quele terns et I’hazard o»t reiuiies, nous “ It has boon very common,” says the en- 
« offro un obje- trescomplique; pourl’etudier lightened historian of the Feudal System in 
« jl faut le decomposer*” * This T shall the Middle Ages, “■ to seek for the origin of 
attempt. “ feuds, or at least for analogies to them, in

The form, as .before, remarked, is. truly “ the history of various countries: but though 
patriarchal in these states, where the greater “ it is of groat importance to trace tho simi- 
portion of the vassal chiefs, from tiio highest “ larity of customs in different parts of the 
of the sixteen, peers to the holders of a “ world, we should guard against seeming 
eAwwittf of land, claim affinity in blood to “ analogies, which vanish away when they 
the sovereign. $ “ a*e closely observed. I t  is easy to find

The natural seeds are implanted in every “ partial resemblances to the feudal system, 
soil, but the tree did not gain maturity ox- « xhe relation of patron and client in the re- 
cepfc in a favoured aspect. The perfection « public of .Rome has been deemed to resem- 
of the system in England is due to the Nor- « p]e it as well as the barbarians and veterans 
naans, who brought, it from Scandinavia, “ who held frontier lands on tho tenure of 
vehither it was probably conveyed by Odin “ defending them and the frontier; but, they 
and the Saoasenay or by anterior migrations, “ were bound not to an individual, but to 
from Asia; which would coincide with “ thestate. Such a rosembance of fiefs may 
llichardson’s hypothesis, who contends that “ he found in Zemindars of Hindusthan and 
it...was introduced from Tatary. Although “ the Timarlots of Turkey. The clans of tho 
speculative reasoning forms no part of my « Highlanders and Irish followed their chief- 
plau, yet when I  observe analogy on the “ tain into the field: but their tie was that of 
subject, in the customs of the ancient Cler- « imagined kindred and birth, not the sport-

* Gibbon, Miscell. Toi.iii, Du govomment feodftl, li titneous compact of vassalage.
t  a ‘ skin or hyde,’ Millar (cnap. v. p. 85) defines a j  gjve this at length to shew, that if I  Still 

‘Wile of land,’ tire quantity which can be. cultivated by . . ' . b -o . ,' v
a Bingle plough. M c h m a ,  ‘sku. or hyde’o£ land, is «  Purist in deeming the Rajpoot system a pure
much as one man can water; and what one can water is relation of feuds, I have before my eyes 
<■ lUftl to what one plough can cultivate. If irrigation Y , „ . .. * L ,
ever had existence by the founders of the system, we rnay the danger of seeming resemblances, b  ut
m  ppose this the meaning of the term which designated grants, deeds, charters, and traditions, copies 
a k n i ' i U ' t f e e , It may have goae westward with emi- „ „ . . .' ... , A A. tion, , of all of which will be found m the Appendix,

% Bimpjcc, ‘sire,’ is tho appellation of royalty, and, will establish my opinions. I hope to prove 
strange enough, -whether to mate or female; while its , , ,  , r.e
o8sot», which form amuneroaa branch o i  vassals, are that the tribes m t i n , ___ —___ 1_____
called’»«>«■#,1 the infants.’ ' * IM am/s Middle Ages, \ol, i, p. I!00.
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. - * *& •* * g~s*ag"f» . ~~ i . ..' —... .J-._:-̂ :;.̂ _,.lj.._...;.:.st... .:.
Hindustban did possess the system, and that it and these were always first committed to 
was handed down, and still obtains, notwitli- writing, and registered ere the column was ; 
standing seven centuries of paramount sway raised. The seven centuries o f  turmoil and 
of the Mogul and Pathan dynasties, alto- disaster, during which these states were in ; 
ghiher opposed to them except in this feature continual strife with the foe, produced many, 
of government, where there was an original princes of high intellect as well as valour., 
similarity. In  some" of.these states—those Sanga Rami, and his antagonist, Sultan;, 
least affected by conquest—the system re- Baber, were revived in their no less cole-; 
mained freer from innovation. It is, how- brated grandsons,-the great Akbar and' Ran*: 
ever, from Me war chiefly that I  shall deduce Pratap : the son of the latter, Umra, th e ./  
my examples, as its internal rule was less foe of Jehangir, was a character of whom J 
influenced by foreign policy, even to the the proudest nation might bo vain, 
period at which the imperial power of Delhi The pen has recorded, and tradition handed 
was on the decline. down, many isolated fragments of the genius

As in Europe, for a length of time, tradi- of these Rajpoot princes, as statemen and 
tionafy custom was the only regulator of warriors, touching the political division, re* 
the rights and tenures of this system, vary- gulations of the aristocracy, and commercial 
big in each state, and not frequently (in its and agricultural bodies. Sumptuary laws, 
minor details) in the different provinces of even, which append to a feudal system, are 

! one state, according to their mode of acqui- to be traced in these inscriptions: the annul- 
sition and the description of occupants when ling of monopolies and exorbitant taxes ; the 
acquired. I t  is from such circumstances regulation of transit duties.; prohibition of 
that the variety of tenure arid customary profaning sacred days by labour; immunities, 
law proceeds. To account for this variety, privileges, and charters to trades, corpora* 
a knowledge of them is requisite ; nor is it turns, and towns; such as would, inclines 
until every part of the system is developed more. favourable to liberty, have matured, 
that it can bo fully understood. The most into a league, or obtained for these branches 
trifling cause is discovered to be the parent a voice in the councils of the state. My 
of some important result. I f  ever these search for less perishable documents than 
were embodied into a code (and we are justi- parchment when I found the cabinet of the 
fied in assuming such to have been the case), prince contained them not, was unceasing ; 
the varied revolutions which have swept | but though the bigotted Mahomedan des- 
awav almost ail relics of their history were troved most of tho traces of civilization 
not likely to spare these. Mention is made within his reach, preseverance was rewarded 
of several princes of the house of Me war with a considerable number. They are at 
who legislated for their country ; but prece- least m atter of curiosity. Tho will evince 
dents for every occurring case lie scattered that monopolies and restraints on commerce 
in formulas, grants, and traditionary say- were well understood in Rajwarra, though 
in os. The inscriptions still existing on stone the doctrines of political economy never 
would alone, if  collected, form a body of gained footing there. The setting up of 
laws sufficient for an infant community , these engraved tablets or pillars, called
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Seoras,* is of the highest antiquity. Every [ own Magna CharU demanded for $m 
subject commences with invoking the sun and bandman. These and several others, ot .• 
moon as , witnesses, and concludes with a which copies are annexed, need not be re- 
denunciation of the severest penalties on peated. [f even from such memoranda a 
those who break the spirit of the imperishable sufficient number could he collected of each 
bond. Tablets of an historical nature I  hare prinee’s reign up to the olden time, what 
of twelve and fourteen hundred years’ anti- more could we desire to enable ns to judge 
quity, but of grants of land or privileges of the genius of their princes, the wants and 
about one thousand-years, is the oldest. Time habits of the people, their acts and occ-npa- 
has destroyed many, but man more. They lions? The most ancient written customary 
became more numerous during the last throe law of France is A.D. 1088,* at which time 
centuries, when successful struggles against Mewar w a s*  high prosperity? opposing, at 
their foes produced new privileges, granted the head of a league far more powerful Dam 
in order to recall the scattered inhabitants. Franco could form for .ages.' after, the pro- 
Thus one contains an abortion of the mono- gross of revolution and f oreign conquest, 
poly of tobaccojf another, the remission of Ignorance, sloth, and ail t p  vices wfeh wait 
tax on printed cloths, with permission to the on and result from continual oppression in. 
country manufacturers to sell their goods a perpetiuil struggle fox- existence of ages’ 
free of duty at the neighbouring towns. To duration, gradually diminished the reverence 
a third, a mercantile city, the abolition of of the inhabitants themselves for these relics 
war contributions, t  and the establishment of of the wisdom ' of their forefathers. In latter 
i;s internal judicial authority.- Kay, even years, they so far forgot the ennobling feel- 
where good manners alone are concerned, mg and respect for “ the stone which told ” 

i die lawgiver appears, and with an amusing their once exalted condition, as to convert 
I simplicity :§ “ Front the public feast none the materials of the temple in which many
' dxall attempt to carry any thing away.” of these stood into places of abode. Thus 

NoHe shall eat after sunset,” shews that a many a valuable relic is built up in the castles 
Jain obtained the edict. To yoke the bullock of their barons, or buried in the rubbish of 
or other animal for any work on the sacred the fallen pile.
Amavus,!! is also declared punishable. Others We have, however, the books of grants to 
contain revocations'of vexations feesto officers the chiefs and vassals, and also the grand 
of the crown ; “ of beds and quilts ;” f  “ the rent-roll of the country. These are of them- 
seizure ol the carts, implements, or cattle of selves valuable documents. Could we but 
tlw husbandmen, *V -the sole boon in our obtain those of remoter periods, they would

* Sanscrit,Sula. J AppoId^No,'m SerVe M a commcntary oh the history of the
t  see Appendix, No. XilT, ’ country, as each contains the detail of every
§ Sco Appendix, No. XIV. , . . . .  . .
|| ‘ Poll moon.’—See Appendix, No, X III, es ta te , and  th e  stipu lated  serv ices, m  horse
'f  It is customary, when officers of the government and foot, to be performed for it. In later 

are detached on service, to exact from the towns wlmw. i  „  . i  , , «. . . . .
they are sentboth bod and board, tunes, when turbulence and disaffection

** Seized for puUic service, ami frequently to exact a ----------------------— — --- —----- —*— -— ——~
composition, in money, " * HaUmn, vol.i. p. 197.
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Went unpunished, it was useless to specify a eighties of Rajasthan, with many of celebrity 
stipulation of service that was nugatory ; in’Europe, superiority will often attach to the 
and too often the grants contained hut the Rajpoot. From the most remote periods wo 
names of towns and villages, and their value; can trace nothing ignoble, nor ally vestige of 
or if they had the more general terms of vassal origin. Reduced in power, efreuDis
service, none of its details,* From all these, cribed in territ ory, compelled to yield touch 
however, a sufficiency of customary rules of their splendour and many of the dignities 
could easily he found to form the written of birth, they have not abandoned an iota, of 
law of fiefs in Rajasthan. In France, in the the pride and high bearing arising from a 
sixteenth century, the variety of these cus- knowledge of their illustrious and regal des- 
torns amounted to two hundred and eighty- cent. On this principle the. various revolu- 
five, of which only sixtyf were of great tions in the Kami’s family never encroached; 
importance, The number of consequence in and the mighty Jehangir himself, the Em- 
Mewar which have come to my observation peror of the Moguls, became, like Caesar, the 
is considerable, and the most important will commentator of the history of the tribe of 
bo given in the Appendix, Were the same Sesodia.* The potentate of the twenty-two 
plan pursued there as in that ordiance which , Satrapies of Hind dwells with proud 'corn- 
produced the laws of Pays Coutumien% of placency on this Rajpoot king having made 
France, vis, ascertaining those of each terms with him. He pariscs heaven, that 
district) the materials are ready. what his immortal ancestor Baber, the

Such a collection would he amusing, parti- founder of the Mogul dynasty, failed to do, 
ctilarly if the traditionary were added to the the project in which Hemayoon had also 
en craved laws. They would often appear failed, and in which the illustrious Afebar, his 
jejune, and might involve contradictions; but father, had but partial success, was reserved 
we should see tike wants of the people; and for him. I t is pleasing to peruse in the 
if ever onr connection (which God. forbid 1) commentaries of these conquerors, Baber and 
should be drawn closer, we could them legis- Jehangir, their sentiments with regard to 
late without offending national customs or these princes. W e have the evidence of Sir 
religious prejudices.’ Could this, by any Thomas Roe, the ambassador of Elizabeth to 
metLctive impulse or external stimulus, he Jehangir, as to the splendour of this race: 
effected by themselves, it would be the era it appears throughout their annals and those 
of their emersion, from long oppression, and of their neighbours.
might lead to hotter notions of government, E ahtobes of Mauwau. i. he Rahtores 
and consequent happiness to them a ll  can boast a splendid pedigree; and if we

, y /  N oble Origin Of the Rajpoot R ace.—If cannot trace its source with equal certainty 
■we compare the antiquity and illustrious to such a period of antiquity as the Rana’s 
descent of the dynasties which have ruled, and we can, at all events, shew the Bahtore 
some which continue to rule, the small sever- monarch wielding the sceptre at Canoty, a t

thesejtS old date, I have soon three feet •  Sesodia is the last change of name which the Rite' 
in length. na’s raco l̂as undergone. It was first StfiyavaDsa,

•f rfallain, Vol. i. p. 190, then Grahilote or Gehlote, Aharya, and Sesodia. These
% Hallain notices these laws by this technical phrase, changes arise from revolutions and local circumstances.
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the time the leader of an unknown tribe' of The poorest Rajpoot of this day retains all 
tiro Franks was paring the way towards the the pride of ancestry, often his sole intern* 
foundation of the future kingdom of ’France, taticci ho scorns to hold the plough, or to use .'.
Unwieldly greatness caused the sudden fall his lance but on horseback. In these arisUw j ri 
of Canouj in. the twelfth century, of which the oratic ideas be is supported by his. reception j 
existing lino of Marwar is a renovated scion, amongst his superiors, and the respect paid j 

GVmiffAHAS Of A mba» .—Amhar is a to him by his inferiors. The honours and 
branch of the once illustrious, and ancient privileges, and the gradations of rank,
Nissida, now Nirwur, which produced the amongst the vassals of the liana's house, 
ill-fated prince whose story" is so interesting, exhibit a highly artificial and refined state of 
Revolution' and conquest compelled them to society. Each of the superior rank is on 
quit their ancestral abodes. Hiudnsthan was titled to a banner, kettle-drums preceded by 
then, divided isfto no more than four great heralds and' silver maces, with peculiar gifts 
kingdoms. By Arabia nf travellers we have and personal honours, in commemoration of.

$ a confused picture of those states. But all some exploit of their ancestors, 
tte  minor states, now existing in the west. The martial Rajpoots are not strangers to 
arose about the period when the feudal armorial bearings,* now so indiscriminately 
System was approaching maturity hi France used in Europe. The great 'banner of Me wa e 

, and England. exhibits a golden sun on a crimson field:
The others are less illustrious, being the those of the chiefs bear a dagger, Amhar! 

descendants of the great vassals of their displays the panchrangia, or five-ecdoilrcd flag.
'ancient kings. The lion rampant'on an argent field is extincl

ScsoblAS of Miiwiit.—Mewar exhibits a with the estate of Chanderi.f 
marked difference from all the other state's In Europe those customs were not intro- 
in her policy arid mstitutious. She was an dueedtill the period of the Crusades, and. were 
bid established dynasty when these renovated copied from the Saracens; while the use of
scions were in embryo. Wo can trace the “ T ^  gBneraUy admitted that armorial bearings were' 
losses of Mewar, but with difficulty her little& imvh till the period of the Crusades, and that 

. i •! „ thev belong to the east. The twelvetribes ot.Jsrhtfl
1 . were distinguished by the animals on their banners, and

gradual aggrandizement of Marwar and the sacred writings frequently ailude to the “ Lion ot
Amhar, and all the minor states. Marwar She peacock was » favourite armorial cmhte*

of the Rajp'pbt warrior; it is the b ird . sacred, to their 
was composed of many petty .states, whose Mars (Kimam), as it was to Juno, im in the
ancient possessions formed an allodial vassal- west' Tbe foatllor of *»# P«w-»* decorates the turban 

. .. , . of the Tiajpoot and the warrior of the. crusade, adopted
age niKk'i cue new dynasty, A superior from the? Hindu 'through the Saracens,. “ Le. peon a
independence of the control of the prince “ toujours ete tfeinbleine dp la noblesse.- -Plusieurs die*
arises from the peculiarity of the mode of “m,iers oraai<f  lT  da cf  ,('is*1 *• ‘ ' V J  “ osu j un grand nomine de families nobles le • port went
acquisition;- that is, with rights similar to the “ dw» lenr blazon, oa sux lew cimier; queigues ana u'eu
allodial vassals of the Eu ropean feudal sys- I “ i>ortaief  T a «ueuo’~ Art' ' AmoWe’’ Dut‘ deA * rancieu Regime. ■
tem . f  X was the first European who traversed this wild

—  -  ; ---------- ------------ --s— — a------ codntry, in 1807, not without some hazard. I t was then
* *  .\»la and Dumayaati. independent: about three years after it fell a prey to

t  Eolations luioieaues deg Voyagturs, par Eeaaudot. sindhia.
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them amongst the Rajpoot tribes can . be Mewafj. when the -first grand irruption of $ o  
traced to a period anterior to the war of Mahomedans occurred in the first century 
Troy. In the .Mahabharat, or great war,' of their e ra ; when “ a hundred* kings, its 
Twelve lnu;d red years before Christ, we find “ allies and dependents, had their thrones 
the hero Bhishma exulting over his trophy, “ raised in Cheetore,” for its defence and 
the banner of Arjuna, its field adorned with their own individually, when a new religion, 
the figure of the Indian Htinnman.* propagated by the sword of conquest, came

These emblems had. a religious reference to enslave these realms. This invasion was 
amongst the Hindus, and were taken from by Scind and Mekran; for it was half a 
their mythology, the origin of all devices. century later ere “ the light ” shone from the 

livery royal house, has its palladium, which heights of Pamer f on the plains of the
is frequently borne to battle a t the saddle- Jumna and Ganges. >
how of the prince. Bao Bhima Hara, of from  the commencement of, .m religion?
Kotah, lost his life and protecting deity to- war in the mountains westward d *  3h<lns, 
sether. The late celebrated Eheccheet leader, many ages elapsed ere the ‘ If mg » .bo 
Jey  Sing, never took the field without the F a ith ’ obtained a seat on tho^thfoim, 
god before him. “ Victory to Bujrung” was Yudliisthira. Ckund, the bard, has \
his signal for the charge so dreaded by the various valuable memorials of this per? d,
Mahraita, and often has the deity been applicable to the subject historically as well 
sprinkled with his blood and that of the foe. as to the immediate topic. Visaldeva, the* '
1 Their ancestors, who opposed Alexander, monarch whose name appears on the pillar - i f f M

did the same, and carried the images of Her- of victory at Delhi, led an army against the 
eules at the head of their array. invader, in which, according to the bard,

Tim custom (savs Arrian) of presenting “ the banners of eighty-four princes were 
banners as an emblem of sovereignty over assembled.” The bard describes with great 
vassals, also obtained amongst the tribes of animation the summons sent for this magui- 
the Indus when invaded by Alexander, ficent feudal levy from the heart of Anterbcd %
W hen he conquered the Sac® and tribes to the shores of the western sea, and it 
east of the Caspian, he divided the provinces coincides with the record of his victory, 
am ount the princes of the ancient families, which most probably this very army obtained 
for -which they paid homage, engaged to for him. But no finer picture of feud/ri 
*,erve with a certain quota of troops,-and manners , exists than the history of P r i-  
received from his own hand a banner; in all thwiraja, contained in Chund’s poem. I t  is 
of which he followed the customs of the j surprising that this epic should have been

country, B utin  these we 01-1/  '*1'- 0 a ‘' | * See annals of Mewar. and note from PAnville.
line of the system ; we must descend to more ; f  The Pamer range is a grand branch of the Indian
modern days to observe it more minutely. Caucasus. Chund, the bard designates them as the 

J “ Porlm; Putt Pamer, or Pamer Lord of Mountains,
A grand picture is drawn of th e  power of Prom Pahar and Pamer the 0-reeks may have cotn-

___ _________________ ——------ ------— ------------------ pounded Paroparoiaan, in which was situated the most
* The monkey-deity. remote of the • Alexandria*.
f  The Khecchees are ft branch of the Chohans, and J The space between the- grand rivers Gauges and 

Khecchiwara lies east of Haravati, Jw»aa, well known as the Do-ab.
27



allowed so long to sleep neglected: a thorough .higher officeB--ascnp-bearer, butler, stewards 
knowledge of it, and of others of the same of the household, wardrope, kitchen, master 
character, would open many sources of new of the horse—all these are enumerated 
knowledge, and enable us to trace many as ministerialists* at the court of Char. - 
curious and interesting coincidences. * niagno in the dark ages of Europe,, and of

In persuing these tales of the days that whom we have the duplicates. These are 
are past, we should be induced to conclude what the author of the Middle Ages desig- 
that the Couroiiai of the Tatars, the Chougan nates as “ improper feuds,” f In Meway']1 
*" 1110 hajpoot, and the Cham de Mars of the prince’s architect, painter, physician, j 
the .Frank, had one common origin. bard, genealogist, heralds, and all the goner- I

Caste has for ever prevented the inferior ation of the foster-brothers, hold lands, ! 
classes of; society from being incorporated Offices are hereditary in this patriarchal .go- ; 
wi(i) Ihw noblesse. Only* those of vernmelit; their services personal. The title \
pure bicod in l^th lines can hold fiefs of the even appends to the family, and if the chance ! 
crow n, , The Highest may marry the daughter of events deprive them of the substance. I
c‘ ,3' .Kajp’Oot, whose sole possession is a < skin they are seldom left destitute. It is not un- j
Kt the sovereign himself' is not de- common to see three or four with the title o f !
graded by such alliance. There is no moral ( pradhan or premier.! :
slot, and the operation of a law. like the. But before I  proceed further jn these de- 
Salic would prevent any political evil, result- sultory and general remarks, I shall lorn- 

/ ing therefrom. Titles arc granted, and even menco the chief details of the system as des-
fiefs of office, to ministers and civil servants cribed in times past, and, in part, still ob- 
not Rajpoots: they are, however, but official, taming in the principality of the liana of 
and never confer hereditary right. These Mewar. As its geography and distribution 
official fiefs may have originally arisen, here are fully related in their proper place, I 
and in Europe, from the same cause; the must refer the reader to that for a prelimi- 
want of a circulating medium to pay the nary understanding of its localities 

. | offices. The Mantris} of M e^ar prefer estates The local disposition of the estates was 
| | t0 Pecuniary stipend, which gives more con- admirably contrived.. Bounded on three 
| | sequence in every points <M view. All the sides, the south, east, and west, by marauding

* Domestic habits and national manners ate painted harburOUS tribes of Bbils, Ivfers, and itlecuas, 
totne life, and no man can well understand the Rajpoot the circumference of this circle was suh -
ol yore, who does not read these.

1'toe were the days of chivalry and romance, when * It Ss probably o r  Teutonic origin, and akin to~ 
the assembled princes contended for the hand of the ■ Mardri,’ which embraces all the ministers and council-
fu r  who Chose her own lord, and threw to the object lore of royalty. (Hallam, p 1?C )
oi her Choice, m full court, the Mir-nuila, or garland of f Hallatn p. 193.

tevir to" tan!"of "«d oi?,*ii1.aySi ^ f Cll»tha Ea' t>oot yet J 0«o I know, in whose family the office has remain, 
v 'th  a scent rr ■ ' wh* *» K '™'e 01 an eye weighed ed since the period of Prithwiraju, who trauafcrreii his 
him hi h ?  » tu —  0M °C<;uPiecl ancestor to the service of the liana's bouse seven hun-
t o t l i  I h i S ’h i s l w  ’ l ” fW Sh° U *** ^  •*> He is not merely a nominal h ered ity
i r i d  her! ’ 61 8U t0 thC tW° his uncle actually held the. office : U t in

|  Chnrsa, a ‘ iiide orskin ’ consequence of having favoured the views of apreten-
+ ivrihjJ-.™.> A  V der to the crown, its active duties are not entrusted to
f Mmistors, from mystification.’ any of the family

I f f ) ? )  ( a t
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divided into wfates far the chiqfs, while the | the frontier, always accompanied by a portion 
khalim, or fiscal land, the best and richest, of the royal insignia, standard, kcttle-drurm-,
-■ as in the heart of the country, and conse- and. heralds and being, generally a civil 
qtmntly well protected. officer, he united to his military office ..tbl

It appears doubtful whether the khalisa administration of justice.* The higher vassals 
lands amounted to one-fourth of those dis- never attended personally at these posts, but 
tributed in grant to the chiefs. The value deputed a confidential branch of their family^ 
of the crown demesne as the nerve and sinew with the quota required. For 'the govern* 
of sovereignty'$ was well known by the for- ment of the districts there were conjoined a 
met heads of this house. To obtain any civil and military officer: the latter generally 
portion thereof was the reward, of important a vassal of the second rank. ' Their residence 
services; to have a grant of a few acres near was the chief place of the district, commonly 
the capital for a garden was deemed a high a strong-hold.
favour; and a village in the amphitheatre The division of the chiefs1 into distinct 
or valley, in which the present capital is grades, shews a highly artificial state of 

, situated, was the neplus ultra of recompense, society.
! But the lavish folly of the present prince, list Class. We have the sixteen, whose 

out,of .this tract, twenty-five miles in eircurn- estates wore from fifty thousand to one lifin- 
fcronCe,‘has not preserved a single village dred thousand rupees and upwards, of year iy 
iii his khalisa. rent. These appear in the presence only on

By this distribution, and by the inroads of special invitation, upon festivals and solemn 
the wild tribes in the vicinity, or of Moguls ceremonies, and are the hereditary eoun- 
artd Mahrattas, the valour of the chiefs was cillors of the crown, f
kept in constant play* 2nd Class, from five to fifty thousand

The country Was partitioned into districts, rupees. Their duty is to be always in attmv 
each containing from fifty to one hundred dance. From these, chiefly, fonjetars and 
towns and villages, though sometimes ex- and military officers are selected.f 
oecding that proportion. The great number 3rd Class is that of Gole,f holding lands 
of Chourasis* loads to the conclusion that chiefly under five thousand rupees, though 
portions to tho amount of eighty-four, had by favour they may exceed this'limit. They' 
been the general subdivision. Many of these • are generally the. holders of separate villages 
yet remain: as the ‘ Chourasi ’ of Jehazpur and portions of land, and in former times 
and of Komulmeer: tantamount to the old they were the most useful class to the prince.
« hundreds ’ of out Saxon ancestry. A. circle They always attended on his person, and 
of posts was distributed, within which t h e ___________ __________________________ __
quotas of the chiefs attended, under the * Now each chief claims the right of administer^!*
Foujdar of th e  Sima” (vulgo Seem), or justice in his own domain, that -fs, m  civil mat re™ but 

. ,> .r  TV in criin1n.il cases they ought, not, wilhout the specia’
commander of the bolder, i t  was found gancti0„ 0f the crown. Justice, however, has long w >
expedient to appoint from court this lord of left to work its own way*, and'the selt-eunshtutcd tn

btmals, the pundiaets, sit in judgment in all cases where
— —    — —i------ ----——1----------------- ‘ >— *------~  property is involved,

* The numeral eighty-four. f See Appendix, to . XX.
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j! indeed formed his strength against any com- and espionage attending their: collection, is 
H bination or opposition of the higher vassals, not merely figurative: “ our ancestors tied 

4th Class, The offsets of the younger their invoice to the horns of the oxen* at 
branches of the Rana’s own family, -within “ the first frontier post of customs, and no 
a certain period, are .called the babas, literally “ intermediate questions were put till we:
‘ infants,5 and have appanages bestowed on “ passed to the opposite or sold our goods, 
them. Of this class'are Shaputf. and.Bunera 5 “ when it was opened and payment made 
too powerful for subjects. They hold on “ accordingly; but,now every town has its 
none of the terms of the great clans, hut “ rights.” I t will he long ere this degree 
consider themselves a t the disposal of the of confidence, is restored on either side: ex- 
prince. These are more within the influence tensive demand on the one is met by fraud 
of the crown. Allowing adoption into these an|l  evasion, .on the other, though at least 
houses, except in the case of near kindred, is one-half of these evils have already been 
assuredly an innovation: they ought to revert subdued.
to the crown, failing immediate issue, as did The mines were very productive in form or 
the great estate of Bhynsrorgurh, two genera- times, and yielded several lacs to the princes 
tions back. of Me war. The rich tin mines- of Jawara

From these to the holder of a chursa, or produced at one time a considerable propor- 
hide of land, the peculiarity of tenure and tion of silver. Those of copper are abundant 
duties of each, will form a subject for dis- as-is also, iron on the now alienated domain 
cassion. 011 tire Chumbul; but lead least of all.t

R evenues and Rights of the Crown.—I  The marble quarries also added to the
need not here expatiate upon the variety of revenue; and where /there is such a multipli- 
items which constitute the revenues of the city of sources, none are considered too 
prince, the details of which will appear in minute to be applied in these necessitous 
their proper place. The land-tax in the times.
khalisa demesne is, of course, the chief BhSrar.— Burrar is an indefinite term for
source of supply; the transit duties on taxation, and is connected with the thing 
commerce and trade, and those of the larger taxed: as ganeem-burrar% ‘ war-tax;’ aurh 
towns and commercial marts, rank next. In gemtee~burrar,\ ‘house-tax;’ hal-lurrar. 
former times more attention was paid to this * Oxen.and carte' are chiefly wed in the Tamdas, or 

* • » * *  »»«•<■■ - a  Uio pro*
duce was greater because less shackled, f The privilege of coining is a reservation of royalty,

I The liberality on the side of the crown was No subject is flowed to coin gold or silver, though the 
, ., . . . , , Saloombra chief has on sufferance a copper currency,

only equalled by the integrity of the mer- The mint was a considerable source of income, and may
) chant, and the extent to which it was carried 1,8 again wlietL confi<ienco “  restored and a new carren- 
i , , TT, . V * ' cy introduced. The Cheetore rupee is now thirty-one
j ; '*• ’ almost Utopian degree of percent, inferior to the old Hbilara standard, and there

perfection i n  their mutual qualities of liber- wss one struck at the capital even worse, and very near-

1 alhv and honesty; the one, perhaps, nenera" r  ** “ J* 6 T ' l ,  of ™ hl' thf° ^  of4,8i genera- t ranee, who allowed Ins vassals the privilege of coimug
ting the other. The remark of a merchant 
rceoudf, m  «b> veatiou. to m  of du«e,

i l l  <SL
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‘ pkcrghTa:;;' r„'auta-bu>'rar, : marriage-rasp When the princes of Mowar were oftener in
and sil/crs, both of old anil new standing, the tented field than in the palace, combating
’jTjfie vvar-tax w as a kind of’ substitute for the for their preservation, it was the duty of
regular-mode of levying the rents on the every individual do store up wood and forage
produce of the soil; w^ich was rendered very j the, supply of the, priuco-’s arwjr. W hat .
difficult during the disturbed: period, and did originated in necessity was converted into an.
not accord with the wants of the prince. I t  abuse and annual demand. The towns .also
is also a substitute in those mountainous supplied a certain portion of provisions:
regions for the ja m b *  where the produce where the prince halted for the day these
.hoars nproportion to the cultivated surface; were levied on the community;, a goat or
sometimes from poverty of soil, but often sheep from the shepherd, milk and flour from
from the reverse, as in Komalmeor where the farmer. The maintenance of these
the choicest crops are produced on the cul- customs is observable in taxes, for the origin
treated terraces, and on the sides of its ot which it is impossible to assign a reason
mountains which abound with springs yield- without going into the history of the period;
'rag the richest canes ami cottons, and where they scarcely recollect the source of some
evp&riuvnt -has proved that four crops can of these themselves. They are akin to-those
fee raised in the same patch of soil within known under the feudal tenures of France,
the vcsn\ arising from exactly the same causes, and

The offering on confirmation of estates (or commuted for money payments; such as the
fiiie on renewal) is now, though a very small, droit de giste et de chevaueke. "' Many also
re t  still one' source of supply; as is the originated in tho perambulations of these
annual ami triennial payment of the quit- princes to visit their domains# a black year
rents of the Bhoomia chiefs. Fines in com- in tho calendar to the chief and the subject.
position of offences may also bo mentioned ; When he honoured tho chief by a visit, he
and t h e y  might bo larger, if  more activity had to present horses and arms, and to
were introduced in tho detection of offenders, entertain his prince, in all which honours tho

These governments are mild in the exciu- cultivators and merchant had to share.
tioU of the law's ; and a heavy fine has more Tho duties on the sale of spirits, opium,
effect (especially on the hill tribes) than the tobacco, and even to" a share of thegarden-
execu fieri of the offender, who fears death shift, affords also modes of supply4
less than the loss of property. * Ilaliam, 1-0I. i  p. '232.

K HCE-IiAKirR.—The composition for4 wood \  Hn™ desf rib® ^  fOT m *
making these tours to consume the produce, being ra

and forage ’ afforded a considerab le supply, kind: So i t  is in Mewarj but I  fancy’the supply was
— —tt— —  ----- —— -—:------------------------ always too easily convertible into circulating; to

* A measure of land, be the cause there. % See Appendix, No. X,

28



K f i  % l

CHAPTEK EE.
legislative authority.—Rozina.— Military Service.— Fneffidkncy of this form, of Government.

Legislative Authobity. During the pe- they conduct themselves impartially- in dig- 
riod still called “ the good times of Mownr ,” entangling the intricacies of complaints pro
file prince, with the aid of his civil council, fferred to them.
the  four ministers of th'c crown and their They a te  the aids to the N agar Seth, or ■ ' 
deputies, promulgated all the legislative en- chief magistrate, an hereditary office in every 
actnaents in which the general rights and large city in Bajasthari. O f.this chotia the 
wants of the community were involved. In  Patel and Patw arri are generally members, 
these the m artial vassals or chiefs had no The former of these, like tlm Dusondee of 
concern: a wise exclusion, comprehending the M ahrattas, resembles in liis'duties the 
a!so their immediate dependents, military, decanus of France and the tiflring-mau in 
commercial, and agricultural Even now, England.. The chotia and pundiaet of these 
the little that is done in these m atters is effect- districts are analogous to the assessors of 
ed by  the civil administration, though the justice called gcabini* in France, who hold 
lJajpoot Pradhans have been too apt to inter- the office by election or the concurrence of

I fere in lnattera from  whioh tlieJ  al- the people. Hut these are the special and
I ways to bo kept aloof, being ever more tena- fixed council of each town; the general 

cioul .  of ,ti!eir own rigllU tlnin solicitous punchaets are formed from the respectable 
| fo r.t!l° welfare of the cominunity. population at large, and were formerly from

The neglect in the legislation of late years ajj cla9seg 0f  society, 
was supplied by the self-constituted tribunals. The chabootras, or terraces of justice, were 
the useful puichaets, of which enough has always established in the klmlisa, or crown 
been said to render further illustration im- demesne. I t  was deemed a humiliating in
necessary. Besides the resident ruler of the trusion if t]ley mt withill the b(nmds of a 
district, who was also a judicial functionary, clticf. To < erect the flag, witIlijQ hifJ 
there was, as already stated, a special officer ,vlretller for the formation of defensive posts 
of the government in each frontier Thana, or tho Collectiou of duties, is dcemod a „I0^

^.mison pof t.  ̂Ho united the triple occu- brfiac], 0f  his privileged independence, as to
patiou o uu >o j i iig  the quotas, levying the ejgffcablisli them  within the walls of his resi-
transit duties, and administering justice, in , , . , ,

... , . . ,  , , , deuce would be deemed equal to sequestration,
which he was aided at the chabootra* or T, ,, , . .

. , . . .  ,, „  . I t  often becomes necessary to see justice eri-court, by assembling the Chotias or assessors ,, , . . ,  ,
. . .  . if , .„  , forced on a  chief or his dependent, but it

of justice. Each town and village has its . , , '
, .. ,, , ,, , .  , , , , begets eternal disputes and disobedience,chotia, the members of which are elected by __  _ __________ _____ ___ ____ _  ___ _ ?

th e ir  fellow citizens, arid re m a in  as linin' as * were considered a sort of jury, bearing » close
— —-—;............. ......... — ----------------- —------------------ an al ogy'to the dioen xeleeti, who sat with the praetor in

J Literally ‘ terrace, or ■ altar.’ the tribunal of Home,—Hallam,
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till at 'length they are worried to co mpliancc ) To be excluded the council of tlie prince 
b y  r o M n a ,  is to be in utter • disgrace. These grand

Rozgva.—When delay in these matters, divans produce infinite speculation,- and the 
m  to the general commands of the prince, is ramifica tions which form the opinions are 
tu meed, an officer or herald is deputed with extensive. The. council of each chief is, in 
a party of four, ten, or twenty horse or foot, fact, a miniature representation of the sover- 
-iu the fief of the chief, at whose residence eign’s. The greater sub-vassals, his- civil 
they take up their abode; and carrying, pradhan, tho mayor of the household, tho 
under the seal, a warrant to furnish them purohit,* tho bard and two or three of the 
with specified delay (rozina) rations, they live most intelligent citizens, form the minor 

' a t free quarters till he is quickened into com- councils, and all are separately deliberating 
ptianoc with the commands of the. prince, while the superior court is in discussion.
This ..is only accelerator of the slow move- Thus is collected the wisdom of the magnates I 
merits of a Rajpoot chieftain in these days, of ftajwarra. fl
whether for his appearance at court or tho Military Service.—In  Mewav, during 
performance of an act of justice. It is often the days of her glory and prosperity, fifteen 
carried to a .harassing excess, and cause thousand horse, bound by the ties of fidelity 
much complaint. and service, followed their prince into the

In cases regarding the distribution of jus- field, all supported by lands held by g ra n t; 
tiee or tlie internal economy of the chiefs’ from the chief who headed five hundred of 
estates, the government officers seldom in- his own vassals, to ..the single horseman, 
ierfere. But of their punohaets I  will only K night’s F ee or Single H orsemen.—A. 
remark, that their import amongst the knight’s fee in these states varies. For each 
vassals is very comprehensive; and when thousand rupees of annual rent, never less 
they talk of the- ‘punch,’ it means the than two, and generally three horsemen were 
‘ collective wisdom.’ In the reply to tho furnished ; and sometimes three horse and 
remonstrance of the Deogurh vassals,* the three foot soldiers, according to the, exigence 
chief promises never to undertake any of tho times when the grant was conferred, 
measure without their .deliberation and sane- The different grantaf appended will shew 
tion. this variety, and furnish additional proof

On all grand occasions where the general that this, and all similar systems of policy, 
peace or tranquillity of the government is must he much indebted to chance for ihe 
threatened, the chiefs form the council of shape they ultimate!} take. The knight’s 
the sovereign. Such subjects are always fee, when William the Conqueror partitioned 
first discussed in the domestic councils of each England into sixty thousand such portions, 
chief.; so that when the teittenagemote of from each of which a Soldier’s-service was 
Mewar was assembled, each had prepared due, was fixed at £20, Each portion fur- 
himself by previous discussion, and was nished its soldier or paid escuage. Tho 
fortified by abundance of advice. ——-— ----- -------— ------------__ ....___ _______
--------- —---------— r ----- -----;----- —---- ------- — * Family priest.

* See Appendix, N o, III. f  See Appendix, Nos. IV, V, and VI,
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knigM’sfee o f  Me wa r r& k f bo said to bo two present iinpmArished state of the fief's, such 
hundred and fifty rupees, or about £30." i f  injudiciously lowed would be’ almost 

I i viitatxons of Skuvice.-— hi Europe, equivalent' to resumption ; bat this numsiin la 
service nas so restricted, that the monarch so full of difficulty as to be 'alrno'-l impra< - 
had but a precarious authority. He could fcicablo.
only- calculate upon forty day’s annual service ftnW îci&Nioi* or this F oum of G-ov.fett~

I from the tenant of a knight’s fee. In Rajas- .m o t .—Throughout 'Rajasthan the’ character
than it is very different: “ at homo and and welfare of tho estates depend on that of
abroad, service shall Mperfiormed when do- the sovereign: he is Mho main-spring of the-

( m audodf’ such is the condition of the system—tho active power'.to set'and' keep in '
' tenure. motion all these discordant materials; if  ho
| For state and shoup a portion of the greater relax, each part separates, and moves in a

vassals* reside a t the capital for some montfe, narrow sphere of its own. Tot will tho
when they have permission to retire to their impulse of one great mind put die machine

; estates, and are relieved by another portion, in regular movement, which shall endure
On. the grand military festival the whole during two or three imbecile successor^ if no;

; attend for n given tim e; and when the prince fresh exterior force . be applied to check iV.r
: W"k the field, the whoB assembled at their I t  is a system full, of defects ; yet wo" see j

own charge: hut if  hostilities carried them them so often balanced by virtues, that '.we:
I bey ond the frontier they were allowed certain alternately biassed by these counteracting j.'

rations. qualities: loyalty and patriotism, which com- ;
Es'cuAejfi or ScTTTACtE.—Escuagc or sent- bine a love of die 'institutions, religion, and •

age, tho phrase in Europe to denote the manners of the country, are the counterpoise 1
amercementf for none-attendance, is also to systematic evil. In  no country has tho1
known and exemplified in deeds. Failure system, ever* proved efficient. It has been
from disaffection, turbulence, or pride, one of eternal excitement and irregular
brought a heavy fine ; the sequestration of action; inimical to order, and the repose
the whole or part of the estate.!' The princes deemed necessary after conflict for recruiting
of those states would willingly desire to sec the national strength.. The sbsenc.o of an
escuage more general. All have made this external foe was but the signal for disorders
first attempt towards an approximation to a within, which increased fo a terrific height
standing army: but, though the chiefs would in the feuds of the two great'rival tactions
make compensation to get rid of some par- of Mewar, the cions of Chondawut* and
titular service, they are very reluctant to Suktawut,f as the weakness of the prince
renounce lands, by which alone a fixed force Tf-------T ----------. v - * .A. ( I m called after Chonda, eldest son .-.of act ancient;
could be maintained. Iho rapacity of the Bana, -who, resigned Mis birthright, ~
court would gladly fly to scutages but in the + Suku was the son of Bana toy* Sing, founder of

............. ....... J ; ...._p ___ __ ' rjdyapura, or Oodipur. Tile fends of these two claw,
1 . .. ,i ... . v. Ufa) those of the Annagnacs and Bounruianone, *qnl

V; T  ; ■% , I  ai ’ ’’ ‘ tieat-y between couvrireut la B'nvhce d’tin crepe sanglaat,” 'have been
' JeA ’ !?* * t n T3 ’ uuu° t h e  destruction of Mewar. It requires but a chaujjef Appendix, No. XVI. , , , .. .. . ’1 . , ot names and places, while reading the one,:, to wider*1 Both of which I have witnessed, - , , , ,, ,, ’ ,, ... '+ stand perfectly the history of the other,
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augmented by the abstraction of his personal In the centre .was the Governor'" house, also 
domain, and the diminution -of the services fortified. One gate only gave admission to 

• of the third class of vassals (the Sole), the this castle, 
personal retainers of the crown j hut when The okus, always rivals in power, now 
these feuds, broke out, even with the ene- competitors in glory, moved off at.the same, 
toy at their gates, it required a prince of time, some hours before daybreak—Ontala 
great nerve and talent to regulate them, the goal, the herole the reward i Animated 
Yet is there a redeeming quality in the with hope-—a barbarous and cruel foe the 
system, which, imperfect as it is, could ren- object of their prowess—their wives and 
dor such perilous circumstances but the im- families spectators, on their return, of the
pulse to a rivalry of heroism. meed of enterprise; the Bard, who sang the

When Jehangir had: obtainod possession praise of each race at their outset, demand- 
of the palladium of Mcwar, the ancient for- mg of each materials for a new wreath, .sup- 
tress of Clicetoro, and driven, the prince into plied every stimulus that a Rajpoot could 
the wilds and mountains of the west, an op- have to exertion.
portrait,v offered to recover some frontier The Suktawuts made directly for the gate- 
lands in the plains, and the Rana with all his way, which they reached as the day broke, and 
chiefs were assembled for the purpose. Rot took the foe unprepared but the walls were 
the Suktawafcs asserted an equal privilege soon manned, and the action commenced.

• with their rivals to form the vanguard a. The Chondawute, less skilled in topography, 
right which their indisputable valour (per- had traversed a swamp, which retarded them, 
haps superior to that of the other party) — but through which they dashed, fortunate- 
rendered not invalid. The Chondawuts ly meeting a guide.in a shepherd of Ontala. 
claimed it as an hereditary privilege, and the With more foresight than their opponents, 
sword would have decided the matter but for they had brought ladders. The chief led the 
the tact of the prince. “  The herole to the escalade, hut a ball rolled him back amidst 
elan which first enters Ontala,” was a deci- bis vassals : it was not his destiny to lead 
won which the Snktawut leader quickly the herole I Each party was checked. The 
heard ; while the other could no longer plead Snktawut depended on the elephant he rode, 
his right, when such a gauntlet was thrown to gam admission by forcing the gate j but 
down for its maintenance. k® projecting spikes deterred the animal from

Ontala is the frontier fortress in the plains, applying its strength. His men were falling 
about eighteen miles east of the capital, and thick around him, when a shout from the 
covering the road which leads from it to the other party made him dread their success, 
more ancient one of Chectore. I t  is situated He descended from his seat, placed his body 
ori a rising ground, with a stream flowing on the spikes, and commanded the driver, on 
beneath its Walls, which are of solid masonry, P»in of instant death, to propel the elephant 
lofty, and with round towers at intervals, f  against him. Tiro gates gave way, and over 

_ - — the dead body of their chief his clan rushed

t  i t ?  now in mbs, but the towers and part of the to  th e  co m L at! B u t evcB this heroic sure
walls are still standing. render of his life failed to purchase the ho-

29
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nour for Lis clan. The lifeless corpse of Ms poised against each other : their feuds were
rival was already in Ontala, and this was the not -without utility, and the tfcgt of the
event announced by the shout which urged prince tmpuently turned them to rtccoimt.fi
sacrifice to honour and ambition. When the One party was certain to be enlisted on the
ChondawTit chief fell, the next in rank and side of the sovereign, and this alone couii-i ;
kin. took the command. He was one of those terbalaneed the evil tendencies tyforo desif
arrogant, reckless Rajpoots, who signalized cribed. To this day it has been a perpetual®5
themselves wherever there was danger, not straggle for supremacy ; and the epithets of
only against men but tigers, and his common “ loyalist ”  and « traitor ” have been alter-
appe llation was the Benda Thakw  (‘ mad mating between them for centuries, according
chief’) of Deogurh. 'When his leader fell, to the portion they enjoyed of the'prmce'k
he rolled the body in his scarf; then tying favour, and the talents and disposition of the
it on his back, scaled the wall, and with his heads of the clans to maintain their pr< do-
lance- having cleared the way before him, he romance at court. The Sukfcawnfe are weaker1
threw the dead body over the parapet of in numbers, but have the reputation- of
Ontala, shouting, “ the vanguard to the greater bravery and more genius, than their
“ Ckondawut! we are first in !’5 The shout j rivals, I  am .inclined, on the whole, to
was echoed by the dan, and the rampart was assent to this opinion ; and the very con-
in their possession nearly at the moment of sciousness of this reputation must be a power-
the entry of the Suktawuts. The- Moguls ful incentive to its preservation.
fell under their swords : the standard of Me- When all these governments were founded
war was erected in the castle of Ontala, but and maintained on the same principle, a
the leading of the vanguard remained with system of ieuds, doubtless, answered very
the Chondawuts.* well; hut it'cannot exist with a well-consii-

This is not the sole instance of such jea- tutod monarchy. Where individual will
busies being converted into a generous and controls' the energies of a nation, it must
patriotic rivalry ; many others could he ad- eventually lose its liberties. To preserve
duced throughout the greater principalities, their power, the princes of Rajasthan sur- ;
but especially amongst the brave Rahtores rendered a portion of theirs to the emperors I*
of Marwar. of Delhi. They made a nominal surrender [ 1 ‘ "j

I t  Was a nice point to keep these clans to him of their kingdoms receiving them
* An anecdote appended by my friend Urnra (the back with a auattud, or grant, renewed Oil i

Bard Of the Sungawat?, a powerful division of the each lapse: thereby acknowledriim him as 
Uiondawnts, whose head is Deogurh, often alluded to, * 3 em » m m  'lS
and who alone used to lead two thousand vassals into lord paramount. They received, on these
Lhe fieki) was well attested. Two Mogul chiefs of note occasions, the khclat of honour and invos- 
were deeply engaged in a game of cliess when th.e , , ,
tumult was reported to them. Feeling confident of consisting of elephants, horses, arms,

s a a  r c  »  "z r* . * ■ *  to * *  ******* °f
taken, and they were surrounded by the Bajpoots when ” P'™ce ’ W*S added by the emperor, one of 
they coolly Iwgged they might ho allowed to terminate dignity, mwimb, Besides this acknowledg- 
thesr game. Tins the enemy granted; but the loss of "
their chiefs had stcoiod their breasts against mercy and mei1  ̂ supremacy, they offered nuzzerana*
they were afterwards put to death. ° " ~ ~  ——rr—----------—•— —------------- -------------* Fine of relief,
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and homage, especially on the festival of ( general. In this supposition he did not err.
Norora . (the new year), engaging to attend We are less acquainted with the obstacles ‘ 
the ro}i»! presence when required, at the which opposed his first success, than those.' 
head-of a stipulated number of their vassals, he subsequently en countered: one of which f 
The emperor presented them with a- .royal. : neither he nor his descendants ever ovorcam'e i 
standard, kettle-. Iruras, and other insignia, : in the family of Mewar, who could never bo) 
which headed the array of each prince, brought to submit to such alliance. <

( Here we have all the chief incidents of a A tuba .r, the nearest to Delhi and tho most
: great feudal sovereignty. Whether the Tatar ( exposed, though more open to temptation 
i sovereigns borrowed the customs from their than to conquest, in its then contracted 

’* princely vassals, or brought; .them from the sphere, was, the first to set the example, 
highlands of A da, from the Oxus and Jax- f Its Raja Bhagrrandas gave his- daughter, 
artos, whence, there is little doubt, many of to Hemayoon; and subsequently this practice 
these Sacha Rajpoots originated, shall he became so common, that some of the most 
elsewhere considered. celebrated emperors were the offspring of

The splendour of aneh an array, whether Rajpoot princesses, 
in the field or a t the palace, can scarcely he i Of those, Selim, called after his accession, 
conceived. .Though '.Hemayoon had gained I Jehangir 5 his ill-fated son, Ifhosroo; Slrnh 
the services of .some of the Rajpoot princes, j Johan ;* Karnbaksh,f the favourite ©f his 
their aid was Uncertain. It was reserved for father; Aurungzebe, and. his-rebellious son 
his son, the wise and magnanimous Akbar, Akbar, whom his Rajpoot kin would have' 
to induce them become at once the ornament placed on the throne had Ids genius equalled 

■ arid support of his. throne. The power which their power, are the most prominent instances.
; ho consolidated, and knew so well to wield, Feroksere, when the empire began to totter,
; was irresistible ; while the beneficence, of his furnished the last instance of Mogul sovereign 

disposition, and tho wisdom, of his policy, marrying a Hindu princess, J the daughter of 
i maintained what his might conquered. He Raja Ajeet Sing, sovereign of Marwar.
: felt that a constant exhibition, of authority | These Rajpoot princes became the guar- 

would not only bo ineffectual but dangerous, ! dians of the minority of their imperial 
and that the surest hold on their fealty and ThTftmcess J o d h B ^ h ^ ^
esteem would be the giving them a personal fleeut tomb still excites admiration at Secnndra/norw 
interest in the support of the monarchy. ^  Gift at Love’

He determined to unite the pure Rajpoot t  To -thi* very marriage wo owe the origin of our
blood to the scarcely less noble stream which ^ tho miptialri werc V ^ V ^ z ,the Kmpcror

f  , , r  a mission was at that time at, Delhi from Surat,
flowed from Oguz lvhan, .through Jungheez, where we traded, of which Mr. Hamilton was the
Tinioor, and Baber, to himself, calculating surse“n- He cured the King, and the marriage was 
,, , ... CT completed. In the oriental style, he desired the doctor
that they would more readily yield obedience to name his reword; but instead of ashing any thing
to  a  prince who claimed kindred with them, tfl* himself, ho demanded a grant-of land for a factory 

, . . m ,  A  the Hoogly for his employers. I t was accorded, and
than to  one p u re ly  l a  t a r ;  a n d  that, at all .this was the origin of the greatness of the British empire
events, it would gain tho support of their the K(Wti Such »  act deserved at least a column 

. 1 •_ nnri min-Jn m ,wi I™ . hut neither “ trophiod urn or monumental bust ” worksimmediate kin, and might in the end become the spot where his remains are laid.
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nephews, and had a direct stake in the empire, empire, few were left to stigmatize this j 
and in the augmentation of their estates. dereliction from Hindu principle. *

Of the four hundred and sixteen Munstib- Akbar thus gained a double victory, ae- 
dars, or military commanders of Akbar’s curing the good opinions as well .as the 
empire, from leaders of 'two hundred - to ten 'swords of these .princes in his aid. A judi- 
thousand men, forty-seven were Rajpoots, cions perseverance would have rendered tho 
and the aggregate of their quotas amounted throne of Timoor immoveable, had not the 
to fifty-three thousand horse:* exactly one- tolerant principles and'beneficence of Akbar, 
tenth of the united Munsuhdars r f  the Jahangir, and Shah Jehan, been lost sight 
empire, or five hundred and thirty thousand of by the bigotted and blood-thristy Aurung- 
liorse.f zebe; who, although while he lived his com- .

Of the forty-seven Rajpoot leaders, there mantling genius wielded the destinies of this 
Avere seventeen whose munsubs were from immense empire at pleasure, alienated flu1

1 one thousand to five thousand horse, and affections by insulting the prejudices,...of
thirty from two hundred to one thousand. those who had aided in raising the empire 

The princes of Ambar, Marwar, Bikaneer, to the heighten! which it stood, ihu. affec- 
j Boondi, Jessnhneer, Boondelkhund, and 'even tion withdrawn, and the weakness of Ferok- 

Shekawnt, held munsubtt of above one thou- sere substituted for the strength, of Aurfrag- 
sand; but Ambar only, being allied to the zebe, it fell and went rapidly to pieces. Fre- 

: throne, had the dignity of five thousand, datory warfare and spoliation rose, oh its 
The Raja TJdya Sing of Marwar, sur- ruins. The Rajpoot princes, with a short- 

named the Fat, chief of the Rahtores, held but si glued policy, at first connived at, and even 
the munsub of one thousand, while a scion secretly invited the tumult; not calculating 
of his house, Rae Sing of Bikaneer, had four on its affecting their interests. Each looked 
thousand. This is to be accounted for by to the return of ancient independence, and 
the dignity being thrust upon the head of that several reckoned on great accession of power, 
house. The independent princes of Chanderi, Old jealousies were not lessened by the part 
Kerowli, Duttea, with the tributary feuda- which each had played in the hour of 
lories of the larger principalities, and mem- ephemeral greatness; and the prince of 
hers of the Shekawnt federation, were on- M ewar,' who ■ preserved his blood unepn- 
rolled on the other grades, from four to taminafed, though' With loss .of land, was a t 

S seven hundred. Amongst these 'we find the once an object of respect and envy to those 
founder of the Suktawut dan, who quarrel- who had forfeited the first pretensions* of a J 
ling with his brother, Rana Fratap of Me- Rajpoot. Tt was the only ovation the Sesodiaf 

* war, gave his Services to Akbar. In short it had to boast for centuries of oppression and 
became general, and what originated in force spoliation, whilst their neighbours were j 
or persuasion, was soon coveted from i n t e r - ---- -— — —  -----— h— -------- h"
gated m o tiv es ; an d  as nearly  a ll th e  states * See, .in the annals of Mewar, the.tetter of Kne Sing 

. . .  . ' of Bikaneer (who had been compelled to submit to this
subm itted  iu  tim e to  give queens to  the practice), on hearing that, ftatia Px^jap’s reverses were,

------- .— --------- •—-———---------- —------------- ----- —  likely to cause a similar result. I t  is ft noble production,
A.bul i uziVs Institutes of Akbar. andgivesthecliiiracrerof bot.il.

f The infantry. regulars and militia, exceeded 4,000,000. f  The tribe to which the princes of Mewar belonged,
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La-'kin u) conit (v o u r The greatincrease national standing army ever embodied in 
|of territory of these princes.nearly equalled Europe, a tax called 1 t-xilU' v as imposed td 
jtiip power of Meavar, and the dignities thus pay them, and Guieune rebelled!, Kotah is 
acquired from the sons of Timoor, they a melancholy instance, of subversion of the 
m tuialH  wi lied should, appear as distin- ancient order of society. Me war made the 
gxridled as his ancient title. Hence, while experiment from necessity sixty years ago,

I one inscribed on his seal “ tno exalted in when-rebellion and invasion conjoined and a 
f dignity j a prince amongst princes, and king body of Sindies wore employed, which com- 
| of kings,’” ' the prince of Me war preserved pleted their disgust, and they fought with 
| his royal simplicity in ‘ Maha-Rana Bliirna each other till almost mutually exterminated,

Sing, son .of U rn.’ But this is digression. and till all faith in their prince was lost.
I t  would bo difficult to say what would be Jeypur had adopted this custom to a greater 

the*.'happiest form of government for these extent; but it was an iU paid band, neither 
states without reference to their neighbours, respected at home nor feared abroad. In 
Their own feudal customs would seem to have Marwar the feudal compact was too strong 
worked, well. The experiment of centuries has to tolerate it, till Pathari predatory bands., 
secured to them political existence, while sue- prowling amidst the ruins of Mogul dcs- 
cessive dynasties of Afghans and Moguls, potisrn, were called in to partake in each 
during eight hundred years, have left hut the family broil; the consequence r was the 
wreck of splendid, names. Were they to be- weakening of all, and opening the door to a 
come more monarchical, they would have power stronger than any, to be the arbiter of 
every thing to dread from unchecked despo* their fate,
dam, over which even the turbulence of their General Duties of the P uttawut, or

chief!' is a salutary control. V assal Ch ief  o r  Rajasthan.—“ The cssen-
; TV ore they;somewhat more advanced to- “ tialprinciple of a fief was a mutuM.contract

wards prosperity, the crown demesne re- “ of support and fidelity Whatever obliga- A < • A,* J
deemed from dissipation and sterility, and “ tions it laid upon the vassal of. service to < .
the chiefs enabled to bring their quotas into “ his lord, corresponding dirties of protection
play for protection and police, recourse “ were impost d by it on the lord .towards hia
should never be had to bodies of mercenary « vassal.- I f  these were transgressed on
troops, which practice, if persevered in, will « eltlier side, the one forfeited Iris land, the
inevitably change their present form of u other his signiory or rights over it.”*
Government. This has invariably been the In this is comprehended the very fouiida-
resuit, in Europe a& well as Rajasthan, else tion of feudal policy, because in its simplicity
why the dread of standing armies ? wo recognize first principles involving mutual

Escuage is an approximating step. B hep preservation. The best commentary on this
Charles V H. of Francof raised his com- definition of simple truth will he the senti-
panieS; of ordnance, the basis of the first meats of the Rajpoots themselves in two

------------ ~-7t—— 1—■— — -   papers: one containing the opinions of the
* J&aj llaj eswara, the title of the prince of. Marwar :t t i -  ; » r n r e  of A m t a r ,  RnJ Uaj hSira, ~ —  —  y ~ * y  — -
f  Tfo-llaxn, vol. 1. jr. 117. 1 * H ailam , vol. i, p. ITS.
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chiefs of Mar war on the reciprocal duties of right of remonstrance (as in the case of the 
sovereign and vassal;*' the other, those of the the vassals of .Deogurh), for they look to the 
sub-vassals of Deogurh, -one of the largest crown for protection against injustice : they 
fiefs in Rajasthan, of their rights, the annihilate other rights by admitting appeal 
.infringement of them, and the remedy.f higher than this. Every class looks, out'.for

If, at any former period in the history of some resource against oppression. The so*
Mat-war, its prince had thus dared to act, his vereign is the last applied to on -such oeca-
signiory and rights over it would not have sions,with whom the sub-vassal lias no bond
been of great value; his crown and life would of connection. He can receive no favour, 
both have been endangered by these turbu- nor perform any service, but 'through his 
lent and determined vassals. How much is own immediate superior; and presumes not 
comprehended in that manly, yet respectful to question (in cases not .personal to himself) 
sentence : “ If  he accepts our services, then the propriety of his chief’s actions, adopting
“ is he our prince and lea der; if not, but our i»>plici tly bis feelings and resentments.. The 
“ equal, and we again Ins brothers, claimants daily familiar intercourse of life is far too 
“ of and laying claim to the soil.” engrossing to allow him to speculate, and

In  the remonstrance of the sub-vassals of with his lord he lives a patriot or dies a trai- 
Deogurh, we have the same sentiments on a t°r* I*1 proof of this, numerous instances
reduced scale. In both we have the ties of could be given of whole clans devoting
blood and kindred, connected with and themselves to the chief against their sovor- 
strengtliening national policy. I f  a doubt eign ;* not from the ties of kindred, for many 
could exist as to the principle of fiefs being were aliens in blood ; but from the ties of 
similar in Rajasthan and in Europe, it might duty, gratitude, and all that constitutes 
be set at rest by the important question long clannish attachment, superadded to feudal 
agitated by the feudal Lawyers in Europe, obligation. The sovereign, as before ob- 
u whether the vassal is bound to follow the served, has nothing to do with those vassals 
“ standard of his lord against Ids own kindred not holding directly from the crown; and 
“ or against his.sovereign:” which in these those who wish to stand well with their 
states i» illustrated by a simple and universal chiefs, would he very slow in receiving any 
proof. I f  the question were put to a Rajpoot honours or favours from the general fouutain- 
to. whom his service is due, whether to his head. The Deogurh chief 'sent one of his .sub
chief or bis sovereign, the reply would be, vassals to court on a mission : his address and 
Rtvjca maUk weh pat\ ca malik yeh : 4 Ho is deportment gained him favour, and bis cou
th* sovereign of the state, but this is my sequence was increased by a  seat in -the pre
war!:’ an ambiguous phrase, but well under- sonce.of lus sovereign. When he returned, 
stood to imply that his own immediate chief he found this had lost him the favour of his 
is the only authority he regards. chief, who was offended, and conceived a

This will appear to militate against the jealousy both of his prince and bis servant.
* See ippendii, No. I. ------i— — - —  
f  See appendix, Nos. II, and III. * Tie death of t ie  chief of Jiimaj, in lie  annals, of
t  Pat means ‘head,’ 1 chief,’ also, ‘ board,’ • throne Mnrwar, and Seogurti Feud, u the Personal Narrative, 

like tulsht, in Persian, VIj! y
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Tile distinction paid to the latter was, he kindred in addition, to those of obedience, 
said, subversive of his proper authority, and To.attend the conrt of his c h ie fn e v e r  to 
the vassal Incurred by his vanity the loss of absent himself without leave ; to ride with 
estimation where alone it was of value. him a hunting ; to attend him at the court

i Ofsi,IGAT10ns of A Vassal.—‘The 'attempti of his sovereign or to war, and- even give 
to define all the.obligations of a vassal would himself as a hostage for his release ; these 

be endless-: they involve all the duties of are some of the duties of a vassal.

CHAPTER I I I
Feudal Incidents.— I)nation o f Grants.

F eudal lurcrMOTS.-*-Ishall now proceed content; nor was the tax fixed till a com* 
to compare the more general obligations of paratively recent period, 
vassals, known under the term of ‘ Feudal By Magna Charta reliefs were settled at 
Incidents’ in Europe, and shew their existence rates proportionate to the dignity of the 
in. Rajasthan. These were six in number:—1. holder.* In France the. relief was fixed, by 
reliefs; 2. fines of alienation ; 3. escheats; the customary laws at one year’s: revenue, f
4. aids ; 5. wardship ; 6. marriage. This last has long, been the settled amount of

R elief.—The first and most essential mark nuzzeram, or fine of relief, in Mewar. 
of a feudal relation exists in all its force and On the demise of a chief, the prince 
purity here: it is a perpetually recurring immediately sends a party, termed the zubti 
mark of the source of the grant, and ihe (sequestrator), consisting of a civil officer 
solemn renewal of the pledge which originally and a few soldiers, who .-take possession of 
obtained it. In Mewar it is a virtual and the estate in the prince’s name. The heir 
bona fide surrender pf the fief and renewal sends his prayer to court lo be installed in 
thereof. I t  is thus defined in European, the property, offering the proper relief. This 
polity : “  A relief* is a sum of money due paid, the chief is invited to repair to the 
“ from- every one of full age taking a fief by presence, when he performs homage, ana 
“ descent.” I t was arbitrary, and the con- makes protestations of service and fealty ; 
sequent exactions formed a ground of die- he receives a fresh, grant, and the inaugura- 

------ ------—  ---------- —— —— 1 tion terminates by the prince girding him
* “ Plttsieurs ppasesseurs do fiefs, ayanfc vOulu en lais- j . ,  ,  , . . . .

“ â jf perpetupilomeut la propri/'to a lours flescendans, I With a swoici, m the old forms of chivalry,
“ prirent ties arrangamens avec tear Seigneur j et, out-re , ____ ;______ _
“ ee qa’ils donuereftt pour fsire. It nmrehe, its s’engager- * ffe. “ the heir or heira of m  earl”, foTlcV entire"
“ erst, ear. et lour posterite, a abandonoer pendant une “ earldom, one hundred pounds• the heir or heirs of a 
“ anne-e, au Seigneur, la jonissnnee entiore du fief, cha- “ baron,, for an entire barony, one hundred marks' - the 
“ que rajs que le .lit fief cbangcrait de main. Cost oe “ heir or heirs of a knight, for a who1, knight’s fee one 
“ qui forna te droit de re lie f. “ hundred shillings at most .’’-A r t. HI, f c „ (, c h a r t ,

"  Quaml genttlhomme artut derqge, il pouva.it effn- + « U  droit de  riuhat devmt -e . er a cheque muta- 
“ cer celtu tache moyennant finances, et ce qu’il payait “ tion d’hoririar, et so paya memo d abort er, l in e  dime- 
“ s’appelab r e t i e  d  recevait pour quittance dos lettres “ te.—La coutume la  plus cm* rale 1 veil frv A  une  
"de r e l ie f  cm de rehabilitation.”-  A rt, • B e l ie f ;  Diet, “ nimee do. revenue,”- "  L ' & p r i t  dee U i x "  Liv * a i  
<! de 3 anc, Regime, ’ chap, Xxxiii,



I t  is an imposing ceremony;, performed in a series' of oppressions unexampled in 'any ■ 
full assembly o l the court and oiif 01 the European state.'

V  !’ew whiclilmtj never been ri'Mipiished, The It is in Mfom*: alone, I believe, of id?
I line risJticl, and tWBrsmd buckled to his side;, Rajasthan, that these marks ol fealty are 
j a steed, turban, plume, and dress of honour observable to soeh an extenl But <vMf is 
j given to the chief, the investiture* hoompleie; remarked elsewhere upon the fiefs being 
> the sequestrator returns to court, and the rriWedbi.", will support the doetrhu. of refitiiiip- 

chief to liis estate, to receive the vows and tion though it. might not be practised: a pre- 
congratulations of his vassals. rogative may exist without its being exercised.

lu  this wo plainly pertfoive the. original F ine of Alienation.—Rajasthan never 
power (whether exercised or no t): of 'resump- attained this refinement indicative of the 
tion. On this subject more will appear in dismemberment of the system; so vicious 

|  ‘teoatfeg of the' duration of graiits, The and self-destructive a notion never Lad exi.s- 
1 khai-ff bandai, or ‘ binding of the swords,’ is te n # 'in  these states. Alienation does not 

i also performed wfoh a Rajpoot is fit to bear belong to a system of fiefs: the lord would 
arms; as amongst the ancient German tribes, never consent to it, but, on very peculiar- 
when they put into the hands of tlie aspirant occasions.
for'fame a lance. Such are the substitutes In Kuteli, amongst the Jlmrejb* tribes., ■ 
for the ittyst vlrilia of the young Roman, sub-vassals may alienate their estates: but 
The liana himself is thus ordained a knight this privilege is dependent on the -mocks' of , 
by the first of his vassals in d ignity, the chief acquisition. Perhaps the only knowledge we 
of Saloombra. have in Rajasthan of alienation requiring

R enunciation of RELIEFS.—In the de- the sanction of the lord paramount, is in 
moralization of all those states, some of the donations for pious uses: But this is partial, 
chiefs obtained renunciation of the fine of We see in the remonstrance of the Dt-ogurh 
relief, which was tantamount to making a vassals the opinion they entertained of their 
gran t ih.p< -petuitv, and annulling the most j lord’s alienation of their sub-fees to strangers, 
overt sign of paramount sovereignty. But and without the Raila's consent; which, 
these and many other important encroach- with a similar train of conduct, produced 

| KKUits were made when little remained of sequestration of his fief till they were re- 
f the reality, or when it was obscured by a inducted,:

J .............._____________ ______■■ -■■■■■■'■ Tenants of.the Grown may alienate,—
* That symbolic species o£ inveslttu* denominated The agricultural tenants, proprietors of tend 

‘ improper investiture,’ the delivery of a turf, stone, and held of the crown, may alienate their rights’ 
wand, has its analogies, amongst the mountaineers of the- t i n  i ■’ i . , i Ai
Avarali. The old baron of Bcduor. when the Mer «P°n a 8D‘a11 fine> lwled lWnx{? ,0 3uark. the 
villages were reduced, was clamorous about his feudal transaction. But tile teintfCS of these HOIi- 
riehts owt those wild people, It was but the point of -T , , , , , , ,  Pn . . y
tumour. From one he had a hare, from another a combatants and the holders oi foes arc entirely
b clock. and so low as a pair of sticks which they use ------- ----------------- -----------------—----- *  —*— fA / 1".'? "
oil the festivals of the Mali, Thoso marks ;pf vassalage * Jiuiroia ja the . title of the Rajpoot ra c e  in Kutoh ; 
come under the head of ‘petite serjauieri’ ( M i lser- they, are desceudauts of the Vudus, and claim itov! ,,, 
Fautryyiti the feudal system of Europe, (See A:rt,S.LI, Crishna. In early ages they inhabited tl«; tracts or, tttt 
of. Magna, C/iirta.) ; Indus and in Sewisfcbim.

fbfp: # (ct
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distinct, and cannot.herebe entered on, farther nating in good behaviour, not only continued 
than to say that the agriculturist is, or was, for life but descended in perpetuity. Such 
the proprietor of the soil; the chief, solely places are still so marked in the rent-roll, 
of the tax levied thereon. But in Europe but they are seldom applied to the proper 
the. alienation of the feudum patermm  .was purpose.
not good without the consent of the kindred Alps.—Aids, implying ‘free gifts,’ or
in the line of .succession.* Tills would in- ‘benevolences,’ as they were termed in a 
volve sub-mfeiidatioii and frerage, which I  European code, are well known. Thchurraf , 
shall touch on distinctly, many of the troubles (war*tnx) is well understood in Mewar, and 
of these countries arising therefrom. is levied, on many occasions for the necessities

E s c h e a t s  Atn> Forottukes.—The fiefs of the prince or the head of a clan. I t  is a 
which were only to,descend in lineal succes- curious fact, that the dusoond, or ‘ tenth,’ 
sion, rdverted to the crown on failure of in Mewar, as in Europe, was the stated 
heirs, as they could not be bequeathed by sum to be levied in periods of fljner- 
will. This answers equally well for England geney or danger. On the marriage of the 
as for Mewar. I  have witnessed escheats of daughters of the prince, a benevolence or 
this kind, and foresee more, if the pernicious contribution was always levied : this varied, 
practice of unlimited adoption do not prevent A few years ago, when two daughters and a 
the Ran a from regaining lands, alienated by grand-daughter were married to the princes 
himself at periods of contention. Forfeitures of Jessulmeer, Bikaneer, and iKishengurh, a 
for crimes must of course occur, and these schedulo of one-sixth, to portion the three, 
are partial or entire, according to the de- was made out ; but it did not realize above 
linqnency. an eighth. In  this aid the civil, officers of

In Marwar, at this moment, nearly all the Government contribute equally with others, 
representatives of the great fiefs of that I t is a point of honour with all to see their 
country are exiles from their homes: a distant sovereign’s daughters married, and for once 
branch of the same .family, the prince of the contribution merited the name of bene- 
Edur, would have adopted a similar line of violence.
conduct but for a timely check from the hand But it is not levied solely from the eoflera 
of benevolence, f of the rich ; by the chiefs it is exacted of

There is, or rather was, a class of lands in their tenantry of all classes, who, of course,
Mewar appended to the crown, of which it wish such subjects of rejoicing to be of as 
bestowed life-rents, on men of merit. These rare occurrence as possible, 
were.termed Chur-odtar, and were given and “ These feudal aids are deserving of our 
taken back, as the name implies; in con- “ notice as the commencement of taxation, 
tradistinction to grants which, though origi- “ of which they long answered the purpose,

* Wright on Tenures ajmd Haiiam, vol. i. p. 185. “ till the craving necessities and covetous 
f  The Hon. Mr. Eliphinsione, governor of Bombay. u  , , ,,

As we prevented the spoliation of Edur by t he predatory P° '-v ° gs established lor them more
powers,we are but right in seeing that the head does “ durable and onerous burthens.”*
not become the spoliator himself, and make these brave m , _. i , ■, V
men “ wish any change but that which we have given _____ °  __ '. ( > 1 ni.iy be assumed, were
Them." * I-Iallam,

l l l l l l i l f i :  31
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n o t backward, on like occasions, to follow of the liana’s blood. The object, at the time,, 
such examples, hut thc-se gifts were more was to unite them to I.)e#gurh, |hough he 
voluntary. Of the details of aids in'France pleaded duty as head of the c-hm. Ills' 
we find enumerated, “ paying the relief to nomination of young ..Kauai as Iris own heir 
‘■'the suzerain on taking possession of Ms gives a colouring of truth to lug intentions ;
“ lands ;” * and by Magna Chqtrta' our batons and lie-succeeded, though there were nearer 
could levy them on the following counts ; of kin, who were set aside (at the wish of 
to make the baron’s eldest son a knight, to the vassals of Deogurb and with the con- 
marry his, eldest daughter,-or to redeem bis currenco of the sovereign) as unfit- to head 
pers0n from captivity. The latter is also them or serve him.
one occasion for 'the demand in all those Another instance of. Iho danger of per- 
countries. The chief is frequently made mitting wardships, particularly where the 
prisoner in their jnedatory invasions, and. guardian is thesuperio r in  clanship, and. 
carried off as a hostage:for the payment of kindred, is exemplified in the Ivalianpur 
a war contribution. Everything disposable estate in Me war. That property had been 
is often got rid of on an occasion of this kind, derived from the crown only two generations 
Caektr.de Im n  -Would not - have remained so back, and was of the annual value of ten. 
long in the dungeons of Austria had his thousand rupees. The mother having little 
subjects been Rajpoots. interest a t court, the Saloomhra chief, by

1 In  Arnbar the most extensive 'benevolence, bribery and intrigue, upon paying a fine of 
; or burrartf is on the marriage of the Raj about one year’s rent, obtained possession—
Cmnar, or heir apparent. -..... ostensibly to guard-the- infant’s r ig h t s b u t

bVAKOSByp- -This docs exist, to foster the the falsehood of this motive was. soon 
infant 'vassal during m inority; but often apparent. -There W *  duties KTp« d V '"  
terminating, as in the system of Europe, iti ■ holding, it -Which were not thought, of., It 

* fhe neferious act of defrauding a helpless was a frontier post, and. a place of ran doavons
infant, to the pecuniary benefit of some for the quotas to defend that border -from . 
court favourite. I t  is accordingly hero uu- the incursions of the wild tribes of the soufli- 
dertaken occasionally by the head of the clan; west. The Saloombra chief, being always 
but two strong recent instances brought the deficient in the quota for his own estate, was 
dark ages, and the purchase of wardships not likely to be very zealous in his muster- 
for the purpose of spoliation, to mind. The roll fo-r his ward’s, and complaints were 
first was in the Deogurh chief obtaining by made which threatened a change. The chief 
bribe the entire management of the lands of of Chaond was ..talked of as one who would 
Singramgurh, on pretence of improving them provide for the widow and minor, who could 
for the infant, Kahar Sing, whose father was j not perform the,duties of defence, 
incapacitated by derangement. Nahar was The sovereign himself often assumes (In. 
a junior branch of the clan Sangawut a sub- guardianship of minors; but the mother is 
division of the Chondawut clan, both, Sesodias generally considered the inosfc proper guar--

dian for hcr illfant ”on' Ail othcls H;a>' 
t  Hurra.- is the generic name for taxation. interests of ilieir own ; she can be actuated.



l(  f  ) l)  , ' ' ( f i l
n r  RAJASTHAN. 123

by Ms welfare alone. Custom, therefore, j Thus, setting aside marriage (whichieven 
constitutes her the guardian 5 and with tlM in Europe w as. only partial and local) and 
assistance of the elders of the family, she alienation, four of the six chief incidents 
rears and educates the young chief till he is marking the feudal system are in force in 
fit to be girded with the sword.* Rajasthan, vie., relief, escheats, aids, and

The Foujdar, or military manager, who wardships, 
frequently regulates the household as well D u r a t i o n  o p  G r a n t s — I  shall now en- 
as the subdivision's of the estate, is seldom of deavour to combine all the knowledge I 
the kin or clan of the chief: a wise regula- possess with regard to the objects attained in 
Hon, the, omission of which has been known I granting lands, the nature and durability of 
to produce, in these moires da palais on a these grants, whether for life and renewable, 
small scale, the same results as will be des- 01" m perpetuity. I  speak of the rules as 
eribed in the larger. This officer, and the understood in Mewar. W e ought not to 
civil functionary who transacts all the pecu- expect much system in what, was devoid of 
niarv concerns of. the estate, with the mother regularity, even according to the old prin- 
and her family, are always considered to he ciplesof European feudal law, winch, though 
the proper guard! nr* of the minor. “ Blood now reduced to some fixed principles, origi- 
whieh could not n!Worit” was the .requisite na^  and was governed by, fortuitous 
for a guardian in Europe,f as here; and circumstances j and after often changing: its 
when neglected, the results are in both cases character, ended in desjicpAia,, oligarchy, or 
the same. : ''

"Marriage.-—-Ttefinement was too ( s$j ung ,|,v *10 "v,i }<v i

on the side; of the . Wjyptxd. *< (U> 1 Hk' <>r r‘ ■ ‘ ‘‘ th ‘J ' iU e, -
' .............  , • - ’’ < [ h  nam ' * • v

'-ir.'isJifiW Watcpe), iltustraWl' t/wcoor, or lord; the other
of iio.& crl4 srisfodSy. Every chief, be- % ‘Oinia. The Grasya chieftain is lie. who 
fore be 'marries, makes it known to his sover- ^°lds (l]ras) by grant (putta) of the prince 
eign. I t  is a compliment which is expected, &r which he performs service with specified 
and is besides attended with some ad vantage, quotas at home and abroad, renewable at 
as the prince invariably confers presents , f  lapse, when all the ceremonies of resump- 
honour, according to the station of the m- tion* the fine of relief,f and the investiture
dividual. P'acc-

No Bajpoot can marry in Am own clan ; ^  ?booxma. does not renew his grant,
and the incident was origimted in the Nor- but holds on prescriptive possession. He 
man institutes, to prevent Jie vassal marry- succeeds without any fine, but pays a small 
m g out of his class, or amoi <yst the enemies annual quit-rent, and can be called upon for 
of his sovereign. local service in the district which he inhabits
■ — : ■ —-------------------  for a qextain period of time. He is the

* The chatter of Henry I. promises the custody of counterpart of the allodial proprietor of the 
heirs to tie 'mother or next of km,—Hauam, vol, 11, *
p . m  ■ ■ — -— **— — -—*— -— ——— — ——

f Hallam, vol, i. p. 190. * M ti, ‘seqaestvathn.’ f Mmr&m.
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European, system, and the real ‘ zemindar’ century and a, half has,passed since tins 
of these principalities. Both have, the same practice ceased. Thus a Rah tore would shift, 
signification; from bhoomand zemin, ‘ land . with family, chattels, and retainers, from the
the latter is an exotic of Persian origin. north into the wilds of Chuppun ;*■ while

GTlASYA.—Grrasya is from gras, ‘ a subsls- the Buktawtti relie ved would occupy the 
tonce literally and familiarly,( a mouthful,’ plains at the foot of the Aravdl'i ;f or a 
Whether it may have a liko origin with the Ohondiwut would exchange his abode on 
Celtic word gwas* said to mean ‘ a servant, f tiro banks of the Ohumbal with a Pramara 
and whence, the word vassal is derived, I  or Chohan from the table-mountain., the 
shall leave to etymologists to decide, who easternbouudary ot McWar.} 
may trace the resemblance to tho grasya, tire r -Since these exchanges were occurring, it is 
vassal chieftain of the Rajpoots. All the evident the fiefs (puttas) were not .grants in 
chartiilariesorpnttasj: commence, “  To ...... perpetuity. This is just the state of the
gnu  has been ordained.” “ benefices in France at an early period, as

Whether resumable.—I t  has always described by Gibbon, following Montesquieu; 
been a subject of doubt whether grants were “ Les benefices etoient amovibles ; biertlot . 
rcsnmable at pleasure, or without some de- ils les rendirent perpetuels, et enftn Irere- 
liaqueney imputable to the vassal. Their ditaires.” f  This i-, the precise- gradation of 
duration in Europe was, at least, the life of fiefs in Mewar; moveable, perpetual, and, 
the possessor, u( they reverted§ to the then hereditary. The. sons were occasionally 

’‘ lie v. i f )  i. (oivmoiuos in. cases ; permitted to succeed their fathers ;|j an. in-
>.d ' -i ■ ’ ,J; <;»■■ : i. I in duLgeucc..which easily 'grew into a right,
*A’ ‘ H  - ’ , r i ' i> , <1» 1 0 1'. i u d  b i t a h lc  r i v e r

* • pA.-utueci to exist; 'v).> •. ' / > > . • < « ■  t <\ ? a re ., ! > \i", i t>.>* hi, that
flff' 1 » of it, the formalities of .renewal being* »>n.' ....  ____

• trough, may be said to render the right a, * granj  moantu mom u b i  in  the 
',1 dead letter. But to prove its existence I southr-west, dividing Mewar from. Gui-c-ru

—  — * ■ . ‘t a ‘ • » W  »  Uie m gu  * * * * *  «* —
o f  R a n a  S i n g r a m ,  || t h e  f i e f s  o f  M e w a r  w e r e  t  Such  change were t r ie n n ia l ; a n d , a s  I  have heard
a c t u a l l y  m o v e a b l e ;  and l i t t l e  more than a  th e u r in o o h im se lf  -say ;in te rw o v en  w ith  th e ir  customs ■

,T w«.i ■ tins rale that it caused no dissatisfaction ; hut of
——  : — : - ;— --------T — ■'' '"T!—'— this'we may he allowed at least to doubt. It was a

* I t  m ig h t n o t be unw orthy  of research to  tra c e  m any p e rfec t cheek to the im b ib in g  of loci-tl .a t ta c h m e n t; and
i words com m on to the  H in d u  and C e lt ; o r to  inqu ire  th e  p ro h ib ite n  a g a in s t e rec tin g  fo rts  fo r  refuge o f
I w hether th e  Kim bri, the  J u ts  o r Gates, tho  SaOasen®, defiance, p re v e n M  its  g ro w th  if acquired . Tt produced

th e  C a tti o f th e  Elbe and  C im bric Chersonese, a n d  th e  th e  o b jec t in te n d e d  .'bedxbnce to  th e  p rin ce , an d  .'unity
j ancient Britons, d id n o t b r in g  th e ir term s w ith  th e ir a g a in s t th e  restless M ogul. Perhaps to th e se  institu tidaa

b arJs  a n d  vat, . (the Bhats a n d  B ardais) from  th e  high- if, is  ow ing  'th a t M enur alone never w as conquered by
lan d  of S cy th ia  east of th e  Caspian, w hich o rig inated  th e  k in g s  during  tlje p /o irac ted  stragg le  o f seven ceti-
th en a tio n s  common to both, im proved beyond th e  W olga turies ; th o u g h  a t V n g th  w orried an d  w orn  out, her
and  th i ind iis . pow er exp ired  with th e i r ’,s, an d  pie d  at o iy  spoliation

f  H allam , vol. t  _ , com pleted  Art ruin. '
J  I ’attii; a 'p a t e n t  or 1 g ra n t  ’ Patten at ‘h o ld er of § G ibbon, Misc. W oiks, vol. hi. p. 189 . &ur le systems 

1 he lief or g ra n t. feoclal svrtout 'em France.
|  M ontesquieu, phap. xxt. liv, sx ii. || H allam , quo ting  G regory  of lo u r s  ; th e  p icture
ii Ten g e n e ra tio n s  ago. d raw n in  A  J>. 695,
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tlieie changes* were not of ancient authority, ''strongly identified with the general Welfare, 
bat arose from the policy of the times to arid on all occasions of internal turmoil and 
prevent infidelity. rebellion they invariably supported' their

We ought to have a high opinion of princes prince. But when these wise institutions 
who could produce an effect so powerful on were overlooked, when the great clans in- 
Ihe minds of a proud and turbulent nobility, creased and congregated together, and the 
The son was heir to the title and power over crown demesne was impoverished by prodiga- 
vassah’ personals and moveables, and to the j lity, rebellions were fostered by Mahratta 
allegiance of his father, but to nothing which rapacity, which were little known during the 
could endanger that allegiance, lengthened paramount sway of the kings of

A proper apportioning and mixture of the Delhi. This foreign admixture will lead us to 
different clans was another good result to the discussion of the different kinds of grants: 
prevent their combinations in powerful a difference, perhaps, more nominal than 
families, which gave effect to rebellion, and real, but exhibiting a distinction so wide 
has tended more than external causes to the as to imply grants resume ble and 'irresum- 
ruin which the state of Me war exhibits. able.

Throughout the various gradations of its K ala. P cttias.—I t is elsewhere related that
nobility , it was the original policy to introduce two great clans, descendants of the, Bunas 
some who were foreign in country and blood. Rae Mul and Udya Sing, and their numerous 
Chiefs of the Rahtoro, Chohan, Pranaara, scions, forming, subdivisions with separate 
Solanki, and Bhatti tribes were intermingled, titles or patronymics, compose the chief 
Of these several were lineal descendants of vassalage of this country, 
the inost ancient races of the kings of Delhi Chondawut and Suktawut are the stock; 
and Anhulvvarra Puttunst and from these the former is subdivided into ten, the latter 
in order to preserve the purity of blood, the into about six clans. Rajpoots never inter•• 
princes of Mcwar took their wives, when the marry with their own kin: the prohibition has 
other princes of Hind assented to the degra- no lim it; it extends to the remotest degree, 
elation of giving daughters in marriage to All these clans are resolvable into the generic 
the emperors of Delhi. The princes of Me- term of ( the race’ or Cula Sesodia. A 
war'mover yielded in this point, but preserved gesodia man and woman cannot unite in 
their ancient manners amidst all vicissitudes, wedlock—all these are therefore of the blood 
In  like manner did the nobles of the liana’s royalj and the essayists on population would 
blood take daughters from the same tribes; have had. a fine field in these quarters a 
the interest of this foreign race was therefore century ago, ere constant misery had thinned 

“ **’" .  , ,, the country, to trace the numerous progeny11 Fiefs liadpartmliy■become hereditary towards the • ’ _ l o ' J
etui of the first race: in these clays they had, not the of Choncla and Sukta in the Genesis* of
idea of aa ‘ tmaHenable ftrf.’ Monfcesquî  vol. ii. p. 431U The B h a t’s genealogies would
Xhp, historian. o% .the middle ages doubts it ever they
Wpre resunmiiloAlpteasiire, unless from delinquency. still, to a certain extent, afford the same 

j- Thu Xehlvsta of P’Anville and the Arabian travel.
:jera of ' the eighth 'century, the capital of the ___1  .    — i-----'
hiiiat * Jamm, ‘b i r th .es, ‘ lent ’ or ‘ man,’ .
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Descent gives a strength to the tenure of f. a ad resninalle for crime or incapacity this 
these tribes which I lie foreign nobles do-not reversion ancl povier of resumption being 
possess; ioi although, from nil that has been m a rk e d ly  the usual ceremonies on each 
,-,;xid, it will be evident that a right of rover- lapse of the grantee, of sequestration 
•sion and .resumption existed (though seldom of relief (nuz’Mrano). of homage and inv'es • 
exercised, and never but in cases of crime), titiire of the heir. Those estates held by 
yet the foreigner had not this strength in the foreign nobles differ not in tenure ; though, . 
soil, even though of twenty generations’ for the reckons specified, they have not the 
duration. The epithet of kdet p itta , or black same grounds of security as the others, in 
grant, attaches to the foreign grant, and is whose welfare the whole body is interested,, 
admitted hy the holder, from which the kins- feeling the caso to bo their own : and their 
man thinks himself exempt. I t  is virtually interests, certainly, have Hot fefcen so' con
st grant romimxblo ; lior can the possessors suited since the rebellions of S. 1822,f and 
feel that security which the other widely subsequent years. 'Witness/ the Chohans of 
utfilikted aristocracies afford. When on a Baidla and Kotario (in the Oodipnr valley); 
recent occasion, a revision of ad the grants and the Pramar of the plateau of Mewar, nil 
took pla.ee, the old ones being called in to he chiefs of the first rank, 
renewed under the sign-manual of the reign- The difficulty and danger of resuming an 
ing prince, the minister himself visited the old established grant in these countries a ro 
chief of Saloombra, the head <if the Ebon- too great lo be lightly risked. Though in 
dawn Is, a t his residence at the capital, for all these estates there is a mixture of foreign 
this purpose. Having become possessed of Rajpoots, yet the blood of the ehiefpredo- 
Reveral villages in the confusion of the times, ruinates ; and these must have a leader of 
a perusal of the grant would have been the their .own, or be incorporated ini the estates 
means of detection ; and on being urged to of the nearest of kin. This increase might 
send to Ins estate for it, he replied, point- not be desirable for the crown, but the sub- 
ing to the palace, 11 my grant is in the fbun- vassals cannot be turned adrift ; a resump- 
dation of that e d i f i c e a n  answer worthy tion therefore in these countries is widely 
of a descendant of Ckonda, then only just &R, as it involves many. If  crime or inea- 
of ago. The expression marks the spirit pacity render it necessary, the prince inducts 
which animates this people, and recalls to a now head of that blood ; and it is their 
mind the well-known reply of our own Earl pride, as well ns the prince’s interest, that a 
Warenne, on the very same occasion, to the proper choice should be made.; If, as has 
quo 'warranto of Edward.: <£ by their swords —— 1— ——:——---- -—----- -—
“ my ancestors obtained this land, and bv * “ La loi rles *j0mTuwls °M?we » 1«t, , ■ ■ „ ’ * “ proprfete. t o  Historians, les fomules, les codefi ctes

mine will J, maintain it.” “ urfEcmis peuples Uarhares. Tons le? monsmtere qninom
Hence it may be pronounced that a grant “restent, sent unmimes. Eafltf, ecus cjrti ont ecnii.le

p , . „ , ’ “livre des fiefs, nous appi-enneiit,quo d’abord les Seig-
0 an estate is ioi the lire of the holder, with “nears parent las oter a tour rolonte, qaVm&uit. fls ter 
inheritance for his offspring in lineal descent “ assur&rent.pour un an. etapres les donnerent pair in 
„„ . “vie.”—L’&prit de» £&im. oliap, xvi. liv,,30.
or adoption, v ith the sanction of the prince, f A, i>, ires.

x  ^
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often occurred, the title be abolished, the and as they ceased to be of sufficient impor-
spb-vasaals retain their su l^in tudations, and tanoc-to visit; the court on the new and >oti-
become attached to the crown. j tiiraally extending ramifications they took

Many e s ta te  were obtained, dating periods | to tho plough. But. while they disdained not
of external commotion, l>y threate, eombina- to derive a subsistence from labouring as
Bon, or the avarice of tho princc-liis-shorfi husbandmen, they never abandoned their
sighted policy, or th a t of bis ministers— arms; and the Bhoomia, amid the crags of
which have been remedied in  the late re-ox-- the alpine Aravali where lie pastures his cattle
ganization of M ew ar; where, by retrograd- or cultivates ins fields, preserves ..the erect
big halt a century, and bringing matters as mien and proud spirit of* his ancestors, with
near as posable to the period preceding civil “ .ore tract-ability, and less arrogance and
dis&ontion, they have, advanced at least a -folly, than his more courtly but now widely
century towards order. separated brethera, who often make a jest of

BlIOOMiA, tiet: Allodiat, P ropbxhtob,-.- his .industrious but less refined qualifications. ’
It is stated in the historical annals of this Some of those yet possess entire villages,
country, that the ancient clans, prior to which are subject to the payment of a small
Sanga liana,* had ceased, on tho rising quit-rent.: they also constitute a local militia,
greatness of the subsequent new division of to be called in by the governor of - the district,
clans, to hold the higher grades of ra n k ; but f o r . which service they are entitled to
and had, In fact, merged into the general rations or p a i t i f  These, the allodial J tcnaxi-
military landed proprietors of this country try  of our feudal system, form a considerable
under tho term  ‘ bhoomia,’ a most expressive body in many districts, armed with m.fitch-
a?'Kl comprehensive name importing absolute ——  — — —— — ——  ..........—-
identity with the so il: bhoom meaning ‘ lan d / * Many of them taking wives from the degraded bub 

_ pi '  ̂ aboriginal races in their neighbouring retreats, have
and being fur more expressive than th e  new- [,egot a mixed progeny, who, in describing themselves,
fancied word, unknown to Hindu India, of unite the teihes of father and mother.

°  i l l ,  i c -\r i i  t  laterally, ‘ a belly-full.’
Zem indar, th e  ’ land-holder Ox i. <XXOnx>..' an  J Allodial property is defined (Hallarni, Vol. i. p. H i)
oTovvth. These Bhooraias, the  scions of th e  as “ land which ha.d descended -by inheritance, subject 

. , . , • , t • - - “ to no burthen but public defence, It passed to all the
earliest pi’llXCOS, die ;0 be me Wl x xn arx i(children equally; in failure of children, to the nearest
©us parts of Mewar • though only in those “kindred,” Thus it Is strictly the Memos or Bhoom, ol 

, A  the Rajpoots: inheritance, patrimony. In Mewar it is
ol high antiquity, wheie they 1 - ' • u  divisible to a certain extent; but in Kutcli, to infinity :
oppression bv the rocks and wilds in which and is liable only to local defence. The holder of bhoom 

they obtained a footing ; as in Komulmeer, "  °f °ld> *  pmcriptire ^  :
the wilds of Ohuppun, OX’ plains of Mandal- Montesquieu, describing the conversion of allodial
mii-h, long u n d e r the k ings, an d  w here th e ir  " /  " M  “these lands were held by Eomana
o  ? °  ”  7  ̂ or Franks (i. e. freemen) not the king’s vassals,’ mz,
agricultural p u rsu its  maintained them . lands exterior and anterior to  the monarchy. We hate

Their clannish appellations, Kombawut, Eahtore, Solauki, and other tribes, now holding bhoom 
11 . . . .  t in various districts whose ancestors were conquered by

Loonawut, and Ranawut, distinctly shew the Sesodias; but left in possession of small portions
from  w h a t stem  and  w hen th ey  b ranched  o ff; insufficient to cause jealousy. Some of these may be
■ :______ _____  „ •  _ _ _      —- said to have converted their lands into fiefs, as the

* Cotemporaiy and opponent of Sultan Baber, Ohohan lord of-------—, who served the Saloombra chief.

Ilffc4 Qt
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lock, sivoril, and shield. In  Mamlalgurli, t Gin-mustauco- have concurred to produce 
nhon their own interests and the prince’s a m n semblance even io 'the refined fiction 
unite (though the rapacity of governors, ; of giving/up. their. allodiaV properly to liavo 
pupils of the Mahratta and other predatory it conferred as a fief. Bid in candour it 
schools, hate disgusted these independents), should be stated, that the only instances 
four thousand Bhoonlias could he collected, wore caused by the desire <jf being revenged 
They held and maintained without support on the immediate superiors of the vassals, 
the important fortress of that district, during The Rahtore chief of .Dabla held o f his 
half a century; of turmoil, for their prince, superior, the Raja of" Honor*, three consider-. 
Mandalgurh is the largest district of $tewar, able places included in the grant of Bupeiyi. 
and in ith three hundred and sixty towns and He paid homage, an annual quit-rent, was 
villages, many specimens of ancient usage hound to attend him personally to court, and. 
may he found. The Solanhi held largely to furnish thirty-five horse in ease of an 
here in ancient d$ys, and the descendant of invasion. Daring the troubles* though per- 
the princes of Phttim still retains his Bhoorn fectly equal to their .performance, he was 
and title of Rao.* remiss in all these duties. His chief, with

All this -feudal militia pay a quit-rent to returning peace, desired to enforce I lie return 
Hie crown, and perform local but limited to ancient customs, and his rights so long 
service on the frontier garrison; and upon withheld; but the Rahtorehad felt the sweets, 
invasion,! when Kher is called out, the whole of entire independence, and refused to attend 
are itThe disposal of the prince on furnishing his summons. To the warrant he replied, 
rations only. They assert tha t they ought « his head and Dabla were together and 
not to pay this quit-rent and perform service Be would neither pay the quit,-rent nor attend 
also ; but this may be doubted, since the sum hjg court. This refractory spirit was reported 
is so small. To elude it, they often performed to the Bana ; audit ended in Dabla being 
service under some powerful chief, where added to.the fisc, and the chief s holding tho 
faction or court interest caused it to he xest as a vassal of the liana, hut only to 
winked at. To serve without a putta is the perform local service. There are many of her 
great object of ambition. Ma ca i m y __■ ~ . • ■ '.__ ■ ■■
la n d ,1 in their do ric  tongue , is a favou rite  the Kombftvntt of Sesodia on the highest .point, lord of 
olirase t  the pass of the Ar.ivali: and ever the mountain lion,

Doonger Sing,: whe bore amongst xts, from his old raids.
T . ' ■ : " ~ ~  — the familiar title of Rodelic Mm In each situation 1

’* Amidst ruins overgrown With forest, I  discovered have hod my tents filled with them ; add it was one of 
on two tables o£ stone tbe genealogical biafety of this the greatest pleasures I  ovo experienced, after I  had 
branch, which was of considerable ubo in elucidating taken my leave of them, perhaps forever, crossed the 
that of Anhulwarra, and which corresponded ijo well frontiers of Mewar, and encamped in the , dreary pat* 
with the genealogies of a decayed bard of the family, between it and Marwar, to find that a body of them, 
who tiuvollod the country for a subsistence, th a t1 feel had been nay guards during the night. This is one of 
assured they formerly made good use of these tnarble the many pleasing recollections of the past. ,Fortunately 
records. for our happiness, the mind admits their preponderance

t  B»;e Appendix, Nos. XVI, and XVII, over opposite feelings. I had much to do in aiding the
f it was intimately acquainted with, and much restoration of thedr past conditionleaving, I believe, 

esteemed, many of these BhooiAia chiefs—from my as few traces of error in the mode as could be expected, 
friend Puharjee (the- rock), Banavmif of Umurgurh, to  where so many contacting interests were to be reconciled,
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petty free proprietor? on the Bunem estate, j tlio Shapura chief s patrimony a large es- 
holding from small portions of land to small date in Ajmeer, winch lie now holds direct of 
villages: t a t  the .service is. limited and local, the British Government, on payment o f an 
in order to swell Iho chiefs miniature, court, annual tribute.
I f  they accompany him, he must find rations Form and Substance o f  Grant,— To 
for them and their steeds." give a proper idea of the variety of items

So cherished is this tenure of Bhooro, that forming these chartularies, I  append several*' 
the greatest chiefs ire  always ■■solicitous to which exhibit the rights, privileges," .'and 
obtain it, even in the villages wholly depen- honours, as well as the sources of income, 
dent on their authority-; a decided proof of while they also record the terms on which 
its durabliiity above common grants. they are granted. Many royalties have been

The various modes in  which i t is acquired, alienated in modern times by the thoughtless 
and the precise technicalities which distin- prodigality of the princes; even the grand 
guished its tenure, as well as the privileges mark of vassalage, the fine of-relief, has 
attached to it, are fully developed in Iran da- been forgiven to one or two individuals ; 
tions of different deeds on the subject.* portions of transit duties, tolls on ferries,

R ajas of Bunera and Shapura.—W e and other seignorial rights ; coining copper 
have also, timongst the nobility of Mewar, currency; exactions of every kind, from the 
two who hold the independent title of prince levy of toll for night protection ofniercliau- 
or raja, one of whom is by far too powerful dize and for the repairs of fortifications, to
for a subject. These arc the Rajas of Bn- the share of the depredations of the common
nora and Shapura, both of the blood royal, robber, will sufficiently shew the demoralize 
The ancestor of the first was the twin-bro- tion o t the country.
fcher oi Sana Jey  Sing ; the other, a liana- Di v i s i o n  o r P utt a s ,  o r  S ub-infetoation. ■ 
wnt, branched off from liana Udya Sing. —Many years ago, when the similarity of

They have their grants renewed, and re- the systems first struck my attention, I  took
reive tho khelat of investiture; but they one of the grants or puifas of a great vassal 
pay no relief, and are exempt from all but of Jeypur, and dissected it in all its im
personal attendance at their prince’s court, nutise, with the aid of a very competent 
and tho local Service of the district in which authority who had resided as one Of the 
their estates are situated. They have hither- managers of the chief. This document, in 
to paid but little attention to their duties, which the sub-division of the whole elan is 
but this defect arose out of the times. These detailed, materially aided me in developing 
lands lying most exposed to the imperial the system.
head-quarters at Ajndeer, they were compelled The court and the household economy of 
to bend to circumstances, and the kings were a great chieftain is a miniature representation 
glad to confer rank and honour on such near of the sovereign’s: the same officers, from 
relations of the liana’s house. Jle bestowed the pradhan, or minister, to the cup-bearer 
on them the titles of Baja, and added to (panairie), as well as the same domestic

* See Appendix, * See Appendix. Nos. IV, V, VI,
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arrangements. He must Lave liia sheesh- which such a life is calculated to promote, 
mahaly Hs hari-mahal^ and his mandir,i like when the chief is possessed of the qualities to 
his prince. He enters the durri-eald, or carpet call them forth. At the chase his vassals 
hail, the ministrel§ preceding him rehearsing attend him : in the covert of the forest, the 
the praises of his fam ily; and he takes Ms ground their social board, they eat their 
seat on his throne, while the assembled re- repast together, from the venison or wild boar 
t&iners, marshalled in lines on the right and famished by the sport of the day : nor is the 
left, simultaneously exclaim, “ health to our cup neglected. They are familiarly admitted 
“ chief l”  which salutation ho returns by at all times to his presence, «nd accompany 
bowing to all as he passes them. When he him to the court of their mutual sovereign, 
is seated, at a given signal they all follow In short, they are inseparable.* 
the example, and shield rattles against shield Their having retained so much of their 
as they wedge into their places. ancient manners and customs, during cen-

We have neither the kiss nor individual turies of misery and oppression, is, the best 
oaths of fidelity, administered. I t  is sufficient, evidence’ that thqse customs were ri vetted to 
when a chief succeeds to his patrimony, that their Very souls. The .Bajpoot of character 
his 1 an’’|| is proclaimed within his seem or is a being of the most acute sensibility; 
boundary. Allegiance is as hereditary as the where honour is concerned, the* most trivial 
land: “ I  am your child; my head and sword omission is often ignorantly construed into 
“ are your’s, my service is at your command.” an affront.
I t  is a rare thing for a Rajpoot to betray his In all the large estates, the child must
Thacoor, while the instances of self-devotion provide for his sons or brothers, according to
for him are innumerable: many will be seen his means and the number of immediate
interspersed in these papers. Base desertion, descendants. In an estate of sixty to eighty
to their honour be it said, is little known, thousand rupees of annual rent, the second
and known, only to be execrated. Fidelity brother might have a village of three to five
to the chief, “ Swam Dharma,” is the climax thousand of rent. This is his patrimony
of all the -virtues. The Bajpoot is taught (bapota): he.besides pushes Lis'fortune at.the
from his infancy, in the song o f the bard, court of his sovereign or abroad. Juniors
to regard it as the source of honour here, share in proportion. These again subdivide,
and of happiness hereafter. The poet Oh and and have their little circle of dependants.
abounds with episodes on the duty and Each new family is known by the name of the
beauty of fidelity ; nor does it require a very founder conjoined to tha t o f  his'father and
fervid imagination to . picture the affections tribe: Man Megsingote Suktawui; that is,

--------------- ------------ ,----- -------- ----- -—--------... ‘ Man, family of Mogh, tribe Suktawut,’ The
1 Mn it, apanments. subdivisions descend to the lowest denomina -t Gardens on the terrace wifclun the palace.
t  Private temple of worship. tion.
§ Dholi. ' ______________ _____ _ ________ ..„  '
8 -4* is the oath of allegiance. Three things in Mewar y i rather describe what they wore, than vtat they ai'e, 

are royalties a subject cannot meddle with: 1. An. or Contentions and poverty have weakened fheir sympathies 
oath of allegiance: 2. Daw, or transit dries on commerce; and affections; but the mind of philanthropy must hope 
3. /Can, or mines oi the precious metals, that they will again become what they , liavo been.
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Chubsa.—Cliursa. it, ‘ Mdo of land/ or some parts till there is actually nothing left 
j about sufficient to furnish an equipped cava- sufficiently large to share, or to furnish sub- 

tier. I t  is a singular coincidence, that the sistence for one individual: consequently a 
terin for . the lowest subdivision of land for great deprivation of services to the state 
military service should he the same amongst ensues. But this does not prevail so much 

| the Rajpoots as in the English system. Be- in the larger principalities as in the isolated 
I sides being similar in name, it nearly corres- tributary thacoorats or lordships scattered 

ponds iii actual-quantity. From the beginning over the country ; as amongst the Jharejas 
of the Anglo-Saxon government die land of Hutch, the tribes in Cattiwar, and the 
was divided into hides, each comprehending small independencies of Guzerat bordering 
what could be cultivated by a single plough.* on the greater western Rajpoot states. This 
Four hides constituted, one knight’s fee,f error in policy requires to be checked by 
which is stated to he about forty acres. The supreme authority, as it was in England by 
(jhursa may have frora twenty-five to thirty Magna Charta* when the barons of those 
beegas; which are equal to about ten acres, days took such precautions to secure their 
—the Saxon hide. own se.ignor.ial rights.

For wliat these minor vassals held to be The system in these countries of minute 
their rights orfthe great pulfawnts, the reader subdivision of fiefs is termed bhyacl, f or 
is again referred to the letter or protest of brotherhood, synonymous to the tenure by 
the inferior puttawuts of the Deogurh estate frerage of France, but styled only an approx- 
—it may aid his judgm ent; and it is curious iiriation to sub-infeudation.j: <£ Give me my
to ''observe-' how nearly the subject of their Watt (share),”  says the Rajpoot, when he 
prayer to the sovereign corresponded with attains to m an’s .state, 1 the blmt of the 
the edict of Conrad of Italy ,% in the year bhyad,’ the portion of tho frerage ; and thus 
3037, which originated in disagreements be- they go on clipping and paring till all are 
tween the great lords and their vassals on the impoverished.. The * customs’ of Fra dee § 
subject of sub-infeudations. preserved the dignities of families and the

The extent to which the subdivision before- indivisibility of a feudal homage, without
mentioned is carried in some of the Rajpoot exposing tho younger sons of a gentleman.
states, is ruinous to the protection and general to beggary and dependence. I t  would be a
welfare of the country. I t  is pursued in great national benefit if some means could be

..—-----------------————-------1 -  —-------—  found to limit1 this subdivision, but it is an
went, p. 85. evil difficult of remedy. The divisibility of

f  Hmae, Hist, of England, Appendix 2d, vol. ii. the Kutch and Cattiwar frerage, carried to  
t> jSii „ 0 ■

f  •'1. That no man should be deprived of his fief, the most destructive extent, is productive of
“ whether held of the emperor or mesne lore, but by litigation, crime, and misery. Where it has
“ the law:! of theempire and judgment of hispcc-rs.—2. --------------——------------------ 1 .  __ ______ ______
“ That from such judgment the-vassal might appeal to * By the revised statute “ Qui emptores,” of Edw. I.,
“ his sovereign--.! That fiefs should be inherited by which forbids it in excess, under penalty of forfeiture.—
“ SOSOS and their children, or ip their failure by brothers, Hallam, vol. i, .p, 184,
“ presided ihey wex&fciida pater nil, such as had des- f  lihyad, ‘frerage.1 
“ ccmled from the fathoiv-4. That the lord should not , J Hallam, vol. i. p, iSS.
“ alienate the fiefs Of his vassal without Ills consent.” § Hallam, ibid,

< t > ;  ■ .... ! ■ < S L
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proper limits it is useful; but though the commute it  for the joint service of the two 
idea of each rood supporting its man is very for twenty days each. He .erejs erects as a 
poetical, it does not and cannot answer in maxim on it, that “ whatever opposition was 
practice. Its limit in Mewar we would not “ made to the rights of sub-infeiidg,tion or 
undertake to assert, hut the 'vassals are “ frerage, would indicate decay m  the 
careful not to let it become too small; they “ military character, the living principle of 
send the extra numbers to seek their fortunes “ feudal tenure which remark may he 
abroad.. In this custom, and the difficulty of just where proper limitation exists, before it 
finding d a i j a s ,  or dowers, for their daughters, reaches that extent whep. the impoverished 
we have the two chief causes of infanticide vassal, would descend to mend lus shoes 
amongst the Rajpoots, which horrible instead of his shield. Primogeniture is file 
practice was not always confined to the bonter-ston© of feudality, but this unrestricted 
female. sub-infeudation would soon destroy it.f I t

The author of the Middle Ages exemplifies is strong i»  these states'; its rights were first 
ingeniously the advantages of sub-infeuda- introduced by the Normans irom Scandinavia, 
ition, by the instance of two persons holding But more will appear on this subject and its 
one knight’s fee ; and as the lord was entitled technicalities, in the personal narrative of the 
to the service of one for forty days, he could author.

CHAPTER I?.
Jiekwhe Servitude—Bussee— Gola and Das—-Private Fwds and Composition—

Ftajpooi Pradhans or .Premiers,

Rekwalee.—-I  now proceed to another so frightful an extent, that superior authority 
point of striking resemblance between the was required to redeem the abases it had 
systems of the east and west, arising from occasioned. It originated in the necessity 
the same causes—the unsettled state of of protection ; and the modes of obtaining 
society and the deficiency of paramount it, as well as the compensation when obtained, 
protection. I t  is here called rduxdee,* or were various. It often consisted of money or 
‘ preservation ; the salvcmenta of Europe.t kind on the reaping of-each harvest; some- 
To a certain, degree it always existed in these times in a multiplicity of petty pri vileges 
states; but the interminable predatory war- and advantages, but the chief object was to 
fare of the last half century increased it to * Hallam, voLi p. 186,
— •— -----------------------‘—,------------p------f  “ I *  d r o i t  ftjjWiu a cause, pendant■ resistance

* See Appendix, Nos, V.[I, VIII, and IX. “ du regime feodal, tme multitude de guerres et do.
t  This is the ‘sanvement ou vingtain’ of the French “ proces, Notre histoire nona presente, a chaque page, 

system: there it ceased 'with the cause, “ Lea guerres des cadets reduits a la  meaclicite, se lirrant a  tontes 
“ (feudal) ceseerout avec le regime feodal, et les paysaas “ sortes de brigandage:; pour reparer les torts de la 
“ n’euront pins besom de la protection du Seigneur;, on “ fortune ; dec nines, refusant la  legitime a lours freres:
“ Of; les forca pas moms de reparer son rhatcmi, et de lai “lies cadets, nssassmant leur nine pour lui suceoder, ,
“ payer le droit quiaenommattdomwoement ou xmgtw'm,' «&c.”—Bee article, ‘Droit d’aincjse,' Diet, de 1’A.ncien 
*• Axt,1 Chateau,' I*ict, de l'Aac, Begins, E,,„iaic
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obtain bhoom: and here wo have one soft&on desolation, were annulled in the settlement 
of the ,c^ristitufed bhoomut * assimilating, as which took place betwceii the liana and his 
observed, to the allodial proprietor. Bhoom chiefs, in A. D. 1818.* 
thus obtained Is irrevocable;; and in the But the crown itself, by some singular 
eager anxiety for its acquisition, wo have proceeding, possesses, or did possess, accord- 
another decided proof of every other kind , mg. to the 1’utta Btikae or Book of Grants, 
of tenure .being deemed: resumahle by the | considerable ealvamenta right, especially in 
crown. the districts between the new and ancient

I t  Was not unfrequent that application for capitals, in sums of from twenty to one hun- 
'• protection was made to the nearest chief by dred rupees in separate villages, 

the tenants of the fisc; a course eventually. To such an extent has this refaixdetf been 
sanctioned by tire government, which could ~N nSj^daigi^nJ
not refuse assent where it could not protect. *°m  hundred engagements, and many.'of a moat singular
Tr •• • i i Kat:iro’ Wo see ti,e chieftain stipulating for fees on
Hero then, WO revert to first principles j and marriages.;, fora dish of the good fare at the wedding
' sciMorial rights ’ mav be forfeited when ffcl'st’ ’tv5lt<’'1 he transfers to a relation of his district if
I  ' , 1 , 1,1 , i annbie. to attend himself; portions of fuel and provea-
tney cease to yield that which ought to have dor; and even wherewithal to mi the waw«i cap in hi,
o rig ilia ted  them, ufe. benefit to the comma- days of merriment. The Rajpoot’s religiotIS notions are 

. , jy -i , , , u . -j , not of, Bo strict a  character as to pr&v&ijtfc his even exact*
mfcy. Personal' service at stated periods, to in*.hfareWM(lnM£MWthe j iarch laflds, and the
a id  in th e  agricult ural't eeonoriiy . o f  the threat of slaughtering the sacred flook of oar Indian
ivmil win,- tvns  som etim e- atirinl-iieii w h e n  Al'ol,o has been resorted to, to  compel payment whoa
p r o t . u o i ,  wu, ..om etnnes s t ip u la te d , uiien withheld. Kay, by the chiefe it was imposed on 'tilings

. the' husbandmen were to find implements and locomotive: on caravans, or Tandas of merchandize,
™t*l„ + „.U1 j.n ettenrl whenever ordered wh®ever they halted for the day, rehtaUe wjis deman-

arni to - tt .n l  vilcntAtl ordered, ded, Each petty chief through whoso district or patch
The protected calls the chief ‘ patron and of territory they travelled, made a demand, fill commerce

, ,, , . was dreadfully shackled; but it  was the only wav inthe condition may not unaptly bo compared M  it conM hc gaoured. It waa ^ ouifhiu/ bm.
to  th a t  o f  personal commendation, § like commerce was earned on at a l l ; yet did the cloths .of

r,-/winter, founded on the disturbed state of f c
society. But what originated thus, was often thcre is demand no danger will deter enterprise-; 'and
continued and multiplied by avarice and the ^ ^ ' 7  “ 'mif1 J were rolling: like waves over the land, than during the
spirit M rapine, which disgraced the Rajpoot succeeding halvcon clays of pacification,
o f the last half century, though he had t The method by whichithe country is brought under

® this tax is as follows:—•>When the people are almost
abundance of apologies for ‘ scouring the “mined by continual robberies and plunders, the leader
country.” But all sahementa and other marks ®f baild of l^ eTas>0I 80we of his, proposes

. A that, for a  sum of money annually paid, ho will keep
€>i vassalage, obtained during these times of “ a number of men in arms to protect such a trac t Of

* The chief might lose hia putta  lands, and he would ground, or as many parishes as submit to the contri. 
then - dwindle dorm falto the bkaomia proprietor, which potion. When the terras are agreed upon he coasoe to 
titles only lawless force could take from him, See '‘steab and thereby the contributors are safe: i f :any 
A'j ivendix, Ko. 1X. “ one refuse to pay, he is immediately plundered. To

t See Appendix, Ko, X , Art. 2d. “ cotonf 1111 this villainy, those concerned in the robberies
|  This species would come under the distinct term of “Pay the tax with the rest; and all the neighbourhood 

Ifydttgea due by soccage vassals, who in return for *,must <5oinPBr oi he undone. This is the case (among 
protection supplied carriages and work,—liume, vol, ii. " ° ‘.hcrs) with the whole low country of the shire of 
p, SOS, ' “ Ross.’—Extract from Lord I-ovat’s Memorial to George

S Hallnm, vcl. i, p. 169. L ou the State of the Highlands of Scotland, in A, f>,
1724.
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carried when protection was desired, that, “ lost their lands' 'by mere rapine, we may 
whole communities have ventured their “ believe their liberty was hardly less eixlaii- 
liberty, and become, if not slaves, vet nearly “  gored.” The kefyee of Tiaravati knows the 
lappipoaching the condition of slaves, to the bitter truth of his inference,-which applies to 
protector. But no common visitation ever the subjeht immediately' before us, the bnsse>\

,) : leads to an evil of this magnitude. I  men- The portion of liberty the latter has parted
■ Dion the fact merely to .show that it does with, was not originally lost through •oompul-

• exist 'i.:and we may infer that the chief, who sion on the part of the protector, but from 
<has become the arbiter of the lives and for- external violence, which made this desperate 
tuhps of liia followers, must have obtained remedy necessary. Very different from the 
this power by devoting all to their protection, bailee of Kotali, who is servile though with- j
The term thus originated, and probably now out the title—a serf in condition but without I
(with many others) written for the first time the patrimony ; compelled to labour f o r :! 
in English letters in this sense, is Bussee. subsistence on the land he once owned; j 

Bussk®.—(Slavery is to be found in success- chained to it by the double tie of debt and s 
give stages of society of Europe ; but we strict police ; and if flight - were-.practicable* 
have no parallel in Rajwarra (at least in the impossibility of bettering his condition 
name) to the agricultural serfs and villains from the anarchy around would render it 
of Europe; nor is there any intermediate unavailing. This is not the practice under- 
term denoting a species of slavery between the patriarchal native government, which) • 
the Gola% of the Hindu chief’s household with all its faults, retains the old links of 
and the free Rajpoot, but the singular one of society, with its redeeming sympathies : hut 
bussee, -which must bo ,-explained, since it springs--from a make dn palais, who pursued 
cannot be translated. This class approxi- an unfeeling and mistaken policy towards 
mates closely to the tributani ami coloni, this class of Society till o-f Into years. Mis- 
perhaps to the servi, of the Salic Franks, taken ambition was the origin of the evil ;
“ who-were cultivators of the earth, and he saw his error, and remedied it in time to 
*■ subject to residence upon their masters prevent further mischief to tiro estate. This 
“  estate, though not destitute of property or octogenarian rnler, Zalitn Sing of Kotali, is 
« civil rights.” t  Precisely the condition of too much of a philosopher and politician to lei 
the cultivator in Haravati, who now tills for passion overcome his interests and reputa- 
a task-master tho fields he formerly owned, t£0 n . an(t we owe to the greatest despot a 
degraded to the name of bailee# a plough- state ovor ̂ d ,  the only regular charter which 
wan. a t present exists in Rajasthan, investing a

“ When small proprietors, says Hallam, corporate body with the election of their own

...* Tn Persian golem, liu-My -slave ;’ eridenuTT ''magistrates and the making of their own
word of the same origin with the Hindu g a la . laws, subject only to confirmation ; with all

' { ^ “ / j ’-a J o S ’ Syi is1 a plough’ in Saxon. tlw privileges which marked in the outset
(Turner’s Anglo-Saxons.) The h and $ are pcrmntabie the foundation of the free cities of Europe 

* ■ " *  * *  ” • *  <W of borough, in England,
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It is trno that, in detached documents, wo often amongst .tlio best of the military ro
se*? the spirit of these institutions existing tamers;* but,are generally esteemed in p ro - 
m Mewar, and it is as rnttch a ,matter of I portion to the quality of the mother, whether, 
speculation, whether this wise ruler proro.ul- Rajpootneo, Moslem, or of the degraded 
gated tlfis novelty as a trap for good opinions, tribes : they hold confidential places about 
or from policy and foresight alone: aware, the chiefs of whose blood they arc. The 
when alt around him was improving, from great-grandfather of the late chief of 
the shackles of' restraint being cast aside, Deogurk used to appear at court .with- three 

• that Ills- retention of them must ho -hurtful to hundred golasf on horseback in his train, 
himself. Liberality in this exigence answered the sons of Rajpoots, each-with a gold ring 
the previous purpose of extortion. His round his ankle: men whose lives were his 
system, even then, wa.-, good by comparison : own. This chief could then head two
nil around was rapine, save in the little oasis thousand retainers, his own vassals, j: 
k< pi verdant by his skill, where he permitted Tacitus describes the baneful effects of 
no other oppression than his oWn. gambling amongst the German tribes, as

This char tor is appended* as a curiosity involving personal liberty : their becoming 
in legislation, being given thirty years ago. slaves, and being subsequently sold by the ; 
Another,:for the agriculturalists’ protection, winner. TJ:n> Rajpoot': passion for gaming, 
was set up in A. D. 1821. No human as remarked in the history of the tribes, is 
being -prompted cither; though the latter is strong ; and wo can revert to periods - long 
modelled from the proceedings in Mewar, anterior to Tacitus, and perhaps before the 
and may,have boon intended, as before oh- woods of Germany were peopled with the 
served, to entrap applause. worshippers of Tuhto, for the' antiquity of
. In  every district of Haravati the stone was this vice amongst the Rajpoot warriors, 
raised to record this ordinance. presenting a highly interesting picture of its

( Goi,a—DAg— (Sfavps) .—Famine in these pernicious effects. Yndlnsthira having staked
regions is the great cause of loss of liberty : and lost the throne of India to Duryotlhana,

thousands were sold in the last great famine, to recover it hazarded, the beautiful and
The predatory system of the Pindarics and virtuous Droupadi. By the loaded dice of
mountain yribo» aided to keep it up. Here, his foe she became the golee of the Coorua,
as amongst the Franks, freedom is derived who, triumphing in his pride, would have .
through the mother. The offspring of a unveiled her in public ; bn ttho  deify presid-
goleef  or clad must be a slave. Hence the *----- y—  --------------■—- —  -------—~
great number of galas m  Rajpoot families, t  Xbo ,ea(lol. of Bow>s traMlation of PerMltftmay
Whose illegitimate offspring are still adorned recollect that when Kootuh uain was left the viceroy of

’ in Mewar, as our Saxon slaves were of old, u»Mthethn»e "f “afVqief,'?oedonf 6ola’ - upon the throne ot ajmeei-;” mistaking this appellation
With a silver ring round the left ankle, instead of the natural' brother of the last Hi- .la sovereign for
of the nock. They are well treated, and are f:propof S T ’ ?? “ .I0?tttiotted ^  the !wd ch™(1 &J ? ins exploits of Pritiiwimja,

~r~~r-^y  A  ~  t  I  have often received the most confidential mcs~
* bee Appendix, So. M . sages, from chiefs of the highest rank, tlrro'yh these
f  Female slave, channels. '  '



tag over female modesty preserved her from population of towns being in this situation, 
the rude gaze of the assembled host j the The greater part of the inhabitants of the 
miraculous scarf lengthened as he withdrew estate of Bijolii are the bnsee of its chief, 
it, till tired, he desisted a t the instance of who is of the Pramara tribe : they are his 
superior interposition. Yudbisthira, not satis- subjects j the Bana, the paramount lord, has 
tied with this, staked twelve years of his no sort of authority over thorn. Twelve 
personal liberty, and became an exile from generations have elapsed since his ancestor 
the haunts of Kalindi, a wanderer in the conducted this little colony into Me war, and 
wilds skirting,the distant ocean, received the highest honours and a largo

] The.illegitimate sons of the Bana are call- estate on the plateau of its border, in a'most 
od das, literally ‘ slave they have no yank, .interesting country.*
though they are liberally provided for. Busses The only badge denoting the busses is a j 
signifies ‘ acquired slavery.;' in cojitradistbic- small tu ft of hair on the crown of the head, j 
Uon to gold, 9 an hereditary slave.’ The gala The term interpreted has nothing harsh in it, 
can only marry,a golee s the lowest Rajpoot meaning ‘ occupant, dweller, pr settler.'

i. would refuse his daughter to a son of the The numerous towns in India called Burns 
liana of this kind. The bussed can redeem* have this origin ; chiefs abandoning their 
his liberty ; the gola lias no wish to do so, ancient haunts, and Settling! with all their 
because ho could not improve his condition retainers raid chattels in new abodes. From 
nor overcome liis natural defects, To the this, the town of Bussee near Tonk (Ram- 
'busses nothing dishonourable attaches ; the para), derived it name, when the Sofenki 
class retain their employments and caste, and prince was compelled to abandon his patri- 
are confined to no occupation, but it must be mpnial .lauds in Guzerat j his subjects of 
exercised with the chief’s sanction. Indivi- all classes accompanying him voluntarily, in. 
duals reclaimed from captivity, in gratitude preference to submitting to foreign rule, 
have given up their liberty ; communities, Probably the foundation of Bijolii was simi- 
wlien this or greater evils threatened, hare lur ; though only the name of Busses now 
done the same for protection of their lives, attaches to the inhabitants. Jt is not uttcom- 
religion, and honour. Instances exist of the mop, ip the overflowing of gratitude, to be

— ---- -:— .— —— — —------- — — ----- -—,— told, “ you may sell mo, I am your btissee.”$
* The das or ‘ slave’ hold a fief in Rajasthan, huh lie —:—— -————— ----------——:— — ---------r—-»—-—■

never can rise above the condition in  which this defect * I  could butindistinctly learn whether this migra- 
of birth has placed him. “ IrirffranclusseiUeiit cousin* f ion, and the species; of paternity here existing, arose 
“ tait a abftir de la elaase des serfs, pai'l’acqnisitiond’un from rescuing them from Tatar invaders or from. Ilia 
M fief, <ju seulement d’ua fends, La liecesaite on s’etaient calamity of famine.
“ trouves lea seigneurs feodauz do vendi o nr.c partie de f  Jiuxsna, * to  settle,’
*• lenrs terres, pour faire leura equipages des croisades, } I  had the happiness tp he the means of releasing 
“ avait rendu ces acquisitions cpmmunes; mala le fief from captivity sopie young chiefs, who had been lim- 
“ n enobUu.ut qu’a la trpisieme generation,” Seifs who 'guishingin Mahratta fetters as hostages for the payment 
had t wice or thrieo been champions op saved the lives of a war contribution. One of thr 1 1, a younger brotlu - 
of their masters, were also liberated, “ Un eyeque of the Poorsvwut division, had a mother dying to see 
’ ^  Aaxeue declara qu il n atlrajjchirait gratuiteixient, him; but thongh he might have taken her house in the 
qai quece soit, s i! lu  avait recu qutnze blcssures a son way, a strong feeling of honour and gratitude made 

‘•service. bee article ‘ AffrancMssemcint.’ Diet, tie him forego this anxious visit: “ I  am your Rajpoot,
1 uncien Regime,, your goto, your bussee,” lie  was soon sent off to his

■ 1 1 <sl
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Psivatb IV ddS'J—Ogmpositton.—In a Hence feuds! are entailed ■with the estates 
state of society ’ such as these sketches deli- from generation to generation. To sheathe 
neate, where all depends on the personal the sword t i l lc a feud is balanced’ (their own 
character of the sovereign, the field for the idiomatic expression), would be a blot never 
indulgence of the passions, and especially of to be effaced from the escutcheon, 
that most incident to the uncontrollable ha- In the Hindu word which designates a 
bits of such races—revenge—must neces- feud we have another of those striking com- 
sarily be great. Private feuds have tended, evidences in terms to w Ah allusion has al- 
with the general distraction of the times, to, ready been made : wer is ‘ a feud,’ iceree, 1 a 
desolate this country, gome account, of their foe.’ The Saxon term for the composition 
mode of prosecution, arid the incidents thence of a feud, wergeldt, is familiar to every man. 
arising, cannot fail to throw additional light In some of these states the initial vowel id 
on the manners of society, which during the hard, and pronounced her. In Rajasthan her 
last half century were fast receding to a is more common than wer, but throughout the 
worse than semi-barbarous condition, and, south-west wer only is used. In these Wo 
aided by other powerful causes, might have have the original Saxon word war* the 
ended in entire annihilation. The period was French guer. The Rajpoot wergeldt is land 
rapidly advancing, when this fair region of or a daughter to wife. In points of honour 
Mewar, the garden of Rajasthan, would the Rajpoot is centuries in advance of our 
have reverted to its primitive sterility. The Saxon forefathers, who had a legislative re- 
tiger and the wild boar had already become medy for every bodily injury, when each fin- 
inmates of the capital, and the bats flitted ger and toe had its price.f This might do 
undisturbed in the palaces of her princes, very well when the injury was committed on 
The ante-courts, where the chieftains and a hind, but the Rajpoot must have blood for 
their followers assembled to grace their blood. The monarch must bo powerful who 
prince’s cavalcade, were over-grown with can compel acceptance of the compensation, 
dank shrubs and grass, through which a or moonrt-kuttw.%
mere foo tpath  conducted  th e  ‘ descendan t °J j * Gilbert on Tenures, art. ‘Warranty,’ p. 169.
.. hundred Mugs’ to tile ruins of his capital. t  “ The great toe took rank as it should be, and held

“ to double the sum of the others, for which ten scyllinga 
In these principalities the influence ol re- «was the value without the nail, which was thirty

veil on is universal. Hot to prosecute a feud “scealta to boot.”—Turner’s Anglo-Saxons, vol.ji. p. 133.
. . .  ... J Appendix, No. XVIII. The laws of eomposition

is tantamount to an aekuow lcdgnien 0  s<’ were oarTie<i to a much greater extent amongst the 
degradation ; and, as in  all countries w here  Hindu nations than even amongst those of the Anglo- 

” , . Saxons, who might have found in Mann all that was
the law s a re  insufficient to  contro l ind iv idual ever m  the subject, from the killing of aBrahmin
actions or redress injuries, they have few  fry design to the accidental murder of a dog. The
scruples as to the mode of its gratification. * « tbf es tte of 8<f  f 'M 1 1 b the merchant, and sixteen times of the Sudra. “ If a

-----7 — —:------- --------—r ——------ > : : “Brahmin kill one of the soldier caste (without malice),
mother. Such little acts, mingling with public duty, “ a bull and one thousand cows is the fine of expiation,
;tre a compensation for the many drawbacks of solitude, “ If he slays a merchant, a bull and one hundred cows 
"loom, and vexation, attending such situations. They *< is the fine. If a Sudra or lowest class, ten white cows 
are no sinecures ot beds of roses—ease, comfort, and “ and a bull to the priest is the expiation.” Mann 
health being all subordinate considerations, legislated also for the protection of the brute creation,
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The prosecution. or a fond ts only to be lion of Shapura) wore mounted son. ■ -tvivck.1 
stopped by a process which is next to imprae-. moreover a belt of forod surrounded it,, 
tieable; namely, by the party injured volun- through which only two or three roads were 
teering forgiveness, or the aggressor,throwing cat, so that surprise was impossible. D elP  
himself as. ft, suppliant unawares on the had therefore little to fear, though his anta- 
clemency of liis foe within his own domains : gonist could bring two thousand : of' his own-
a most trying situation for each to be placed followers against him. The fend burned and 
in, yet not unexampled, and, revenge in such cooled alternately; but the Raja’s exposed 
a ease would entail infamy. I t  was reserved villages enabled Delhi to revenge himself 
for these degenerate days to produce such an with much inferior means. He carried off 
instance. j the cattle, and sometimes the opulent subjects,

The Raja of Shapura, one of the most of his foe, to Ms donjon-keep in Amargurh 
powerful of the chiefs of Mewar, and of the for ransom. Meanwhile the husbandmen of 
Rada's blood, had a feud with- the Ranawut both suffered, and agriculture was neglected, 
chief, the Bhoomia proprietor of Amargurh. till half the villages held by Omeda in Man-- 
Omeda,* the chief of* Shapura, held two dalgurh became deserted. The Raja had 
estates : one was the grant of the tings of merited this by Ms arrogance and attempts 
Delhi, the other of his own sovereign, and 'to humble Delhi, who had deserved more of 
each amounting to £l0 ,000f of annual rent, the sympathies of his neighbours than Ms 
besides the duties on commerce. His estate rival, whose tenants-were tired of the pay- 
in Mewar was in the district of Mandalgurh, merits of birohee-dbkae»* 
where also lay his antagonist’s ; their hounds Omeda was eccentric, if the, term, be not 
were in common and some of the lands were too weak to characterize acts which, in more- 
intermixed ; this led to disputes, threats, and . civilized regions, would-have subjected him 
blows, even in the towns of their fathers, to coercion. He has taken his son and 
between their husbandmen. The Bhoomia suspended him by the cinctive to the pinnacle 
Delhi was much less powerful; he was lord of his little chapel a t Shapura, and then 
of only ten villages, not yielding above called on the- toother to come and witness- 
£1,200 a year; but they were compact and the sight. Ho would make excursions alone- 
well managed, arid he was popular amongst on horseback- or on a swift camel, and be 
his brethren, whose swords he could always missing for days. In one of these moods lie 
command. His castle was perched on a rock, and his foe Pell.il .encountered face to. face- 
and on the towers facing the -west (the diree- within the bounds of AmargurL Dellil only 
—__—.------- -------- — ------------- saw a chief, high, in rank at his mercy.
and if the priest by chance hills a cat, a  frog, a dog, a With courtesy he saluted him, invited him to  
lizard, an owl, or a crow, he must drink nothing btit milk
forthrec days and nights, or walk four miles in the night— ---------- 1----- -----™‘---- -------------- *---- ;— — — ■
! Institutas o£ Manu, edited by that able orieiitalfet, * Bireh-ee is ‘a lance.’ In tlte«i marauding days,
J rotessor Haughton, when there'-was-a ricvei in every Tillage, they sallied out

«<V«> -‘j ’P®- to 'ran  the country,’ either to  stop the passenger on the
* J  4T ‘Ws1 *° £ l0? ,00°  of E“glaud, if highway or the inhabitant of the city. The lance a t his

S i t e T  V#1Ue ^  the m0SS“nCS °f lifc # '  1:ireast> he would call -out ‘ an invocation of aid.
“ ' 1' u * During harvest time W e H m  d o h a e  used to he exacted.
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ilia castle, entertained him, and pledged Ms The feuds of Arjah and Seogurh are olse-
health and forgiveness in the munwctr piala :* where detailed, and such statements could
they made merry, and in the cup agreed to be multiplied. Avowal of error and demand 
extinguish the remembrance of the feud. of forgiveness, with the offer of a daughter

Both had been summoned to the court of in marriage, often stop the progress of a 
the sovereign. The Raja proposed that they fetid, and might answer better than appearing 
should go.together, and invited him to go by as a suppliant, which requires groat delicacy
Shapura. Delhi accordingly saddled his of contrivance.*
twenty steeds, moved out lus equipage, and Border f disputes arc most prolific in the 
providing himself with fitting raiment, and production of feuds, and the Rajpoot lord- 
iunds to maintain Mm at the capital, accom- marchers have them entailed on them as 
panied the Raja to receive the return of his regularly as their estates, 
hospitality. They ate from the same platter, f The Border chiefs of Jessulmeer and
drank of the same cup and enjoyed the song Bikaneer carry this to such extent, that it
and dance. They even went together to often involves both states in hostilities. The 
their devotions, to swear before their deity teer and its composition in Mandaigurh will, 
what they had pledged In the cup—oblivion however, suffice for the present to exemplify 
of the past. But scarcely had they crossed these things.
the threshold of the chapel, when the head Rajpoot P radhahs or P remiers.— I t  
of the chief of Amargurh was rolling on the would not be difficult, amongst the Majors* 
pavement, and the deity and the altar were Donuts Eegias of those principalities, to find 
sprinkled with his blood! To this atrocious parallels to the M am s du Palias of France, 
and unheard-of breach of the laws of hos- Imbecility in the chief, whether in the east 
Vitality, the R a ja  added the baseness of the or west, must have the same consequences ; 
pilferer, seizing on the effects of his now and more than ono state in India will present 
lifeless foe. He is said, also, with all the -us with the joint appearance of the phantom 
barbarity and malignity of long-treasured and the substance of royalty. The details of
revenge, to have kicked the head with h i s -----------—----------- -— ------------------------ ---
„ , . . i  1 . • Unfmawn * The Boondi feud with the Bana is still unappeaasd,
loot, apostrophizing l ■ - ' ]■ since the predecessor of the former slew the Sana’s
of resentment. Tile son of Deliil, armed for father. It was an indefensible act, and the Boohdi
revenge, collected all his adherents, and con- «■* * * ? •  *  ’He had 00° 3 '  m daughter to offer, and mated a desire to accompany me
fusion was again commencing its reign, to incut/, and thus gain admission to the presence of the
rmeventthis, the Rana compelled restitution of Eal»- Tho benevolence and generosity of this prince 
1  .. would have insured him success ; but it was a delicate
the horSCS and effects 5 tod  five villages from matter, and I feared some exposure from any arrogant
the estate of the Raja were the moondkuttie hot-headed Rajpoot ere the scene could have been got.

. P up. The Raja Bishen Sing of Boondi is since dead ; a
(wergelcit) or compensation, to tile son ox ^rave an(\ frank Rajpoot; he has left few worthier
Deliil. The rest of the estate of the murderer behind. Hia son, yet a minor, promises well. The

,, , . , , ,, protective alliance, which ia to turn their swords into
Was eventually sequestrated by the crown. ploughshares, will prevent their becoming foes: but
• .* < OBp of invitation.,’ ' they will remain sulky border-neighbours, to the foster-

f  This, is a favourite expression, and a mode of indi- tog of disputes and the disquiet of the merchant and 
eating great friendship : “to eat of the same platter cultivator.
« ( t M l i ). aad drink of the same cup { j M a y  t Seem—Kankur,



personal attendance at, court will be' found appropriated for these ceremonies, -where car ■ 
elsewhere. When not absent on frontier pets are spread for him and his retainers.
3«ties, or by1 permission at their estates, the A t meals the prince sends Ms compliments, 
chiefs resided with their families at the capi- requesting the chiefs attendance at the 
ta l ; but a succession of attendants was al- rasorah* or ‘ feasting hall,’ where with other 
ways secured, to keep up its splendour and favoured chiefs he partakes of dinner with
perform personal service at the palace. In the prince. He sleeps in the hall of audit-
Mewar, the privileges and exemptions of the once, and next morning with the same for- 
Mo-her class are such, as to exhibit few of malities takes Ms leave. Again, in the sum- 
Ihe marks of vassalage observable at other mens to the presence from their estates, 
courts. Here it is only on occassion of par- instant obedience is requisite. But in this, 
ticular festivals and solemnities that they attention to their rank is studiously 
ever join the prince’s cavalcade, or attend at shewn by roqqua, written by the private 
court. I f  full attendance is required, on the secretary, with the sign-manual of the 
reception of ambassadors, or in discussing prince attached, and sealed with the private 
matters of general policy, when they have finger-ring. For the inferior grades, the
a right to hear and advise as the hereditary usual seal of state entrusted to the minister
council (puncjiaet) of the state, they are is used.
summoned by an officer, with the prince’s But these are general duties. In ail these 
johor; and his request. On grand festivals '^ t e s  some great court favourite, from his 
the great naff arras, or kettle-drums, heat at talents, character, or intrigue, holds the office 
three stated times ; the third is the signal <>£ premier. His duties arc proportioned to 
for the chief to quit his abode and mount bis or the extent of his talents and
his steed. Amidst all these privileges, when i lmt does not iBterfore with the
it were almost difficult to distinguish between civil administration, which has its proper 
the prince and his great chiefs, there arc They,however, act together. The
occasions well understood by both, which RaJ > ot hom ier is tbe minister>
render the superiority of the former appa- with the political government of the fiefs;
rent : one occurs in the formalities observed okil minister »  °f  Caf ‘

, -i , , • „„„ Local customs have given various appella-on a lapse; another, when at court m per- fe ,. ,
sonal service, the chief once a week mounts tions to this officer. At Oodipur he is called 
guard at the palace with his clan. On these ^  > at JodhPlir’ Pradhm; at J ^ Ur 
occasions the vast distance between them is (wliere * 7  have tho term USed at
seen. When the chief arrives in the grand the courfc of I)elhl) m oosM  > at ko tah» 
court of the palace with his retainers, he and t o n  or regent He becomes
halts under the balcony till intimation is a most important personage, as dispenser of
given to the prince, who from thence receives _________________________...........—-—
his obeisance and duty. This over, he retires * The kitchen is, large enough for a fortress, and
to the great durrikhana, or hall of audience, CCffllams W  eatag halls. Food for seven hundred of

* the prince’s court is daily dressed, this is not tor any
— -------- ------——----------------------.—_— ---- of the personal servants of the prince, or female estate

* A salutation, only sent by a superior to an inferior. iishments; aii these are separate.
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•tie favours of the sovereign. Through him hereditary pradhan. He had taken a most 
chiefly all requests are preferred, this being active share in the political events of the 
the surest channel to success. His influence, last thirty years, and had often controlled 
necessarily, gives him . unbounded authority the councils of his prince during this period, 
over the military classes, with unlimited and actually held the post of premier him- 
power over the inferior officers of the state, self when stipulating for his minor relative.
With a powerful body of retainers always W ith the ascendancy he exercised over 
at his command, i t  is surprising we have not the prince, it may be inferred that he 
more frequently our ‘ mayors of Burgundy had no intention of renouncing it during his 
and Dagoberts,’* our ‘ Martels and Pepins,’ life-time's..and as he was educating his 
in Rajasthan, adopted heir to all his notions of authority,

'We have our hereditary Rajpoot premiers and initiating him in the intrigues of office, 
in several of these states: but in all, the laws the guaranteed dignity in the head of his 
of succession are so regulated, that they family would have become a nonentity,* and 
could not usurp the throne of their prince, the Ranas would have been governed b y / '  
though they might his functions. the deputies of their mayors. From both

When the treaty was formed between Me- those evils the times have relieved the prince.
■war and the British Government, the am- The crimes of Ajeefc had made his dismissal 
bassadors wished to introduce an article of from office a point of justice, but imbecility 
guarantee of the office of pradhan to the and. folly will never be without ‘ mayors.’ 
fa m ily  of the chief noble, of the country, the When a Rarui of Oodipur leaves the cap i->
Rawut of Saioombra, The fact was, as stated, tal, the Saloombra chief is invested with the 5 
that the dignity was hereditary in this family; Government of the city and. charge of. the j 
•but though the acquisition was the result of palace during his absence. By his hands]
an act of virtue, it had tended much towards * g0  many guddea deaths had occurred in this family,
the ruin, of the country, and to the same that the branch in question (Ajeet Sing’s) wh«o stem?- 

■■■,' , ly suspected of ‘ heaping these mortal mxirders on their
cause are to be traced all its rebellions. crown,’ to push their elders from their seats. The father

The ambassador was one of the elders of Fa(ima. «“> Present chiof>is saW to have taken
off by poison ; and Pabar Sing, one generation anterior, 

the same clan, being the grand uncle of the returning grievously wounded from the battle of Oojein,
, , ■ —_____---———------- *—— — in which the southrons first swept Mewar, was not per-

* Dagobert commended his wife and son Clovis to the mitted to recover. Tho mother of the present young 
trust of jJSga, with whom she jointly held the care of chief of the Thftla tribe of the house of Gpgoonda, in 
the palace. ’ On. Ms death, with the aid of more power- the west, was afraid to trust, him from her sight. She 
fell lords, she chose another mayor. He confirmed their .is a woman of great strength of .mind and excellent 
grants for life, They made his situation hereditary 5 character, but too indulgent to an only son. He is a 
but which could only have held good from the crowd of fine bold youth, and, though impatient of control, may 
imbeciles who succeeded Clovis, until the descendant of he managed. On horseback with his lance, in chase of 
t his mayor thrust out his children and seized the crown, the wild boar, a more resolute cavalier could not be seen.
This change is a natural consequence of unfitness ; and His mother, when he left the estate alone for, court, 
if we go back to the genealogies (called sacred) of the which he seldom did without her accompanying him,
Hindus, we see there a succession of dynasties forced never failed to send me a long letter, beseeching me to 
from their thrones by their, ministers. Seven examples guard tho welfare of her son. My house was his great 
are given in the various dynasties of the race of Chandra, resort : he delighted to pull over my books, or go fishing 
( See  G e n e a lo g ic a l  f a b l e s , Ah, I X . )  dr riding with me,

3b

A  t } ) !  ( f i T
\^ < :;:.-:^ ty  IN  RAJA STH AN. 141 U 1 J



..-pf • .

the sovereign, is girt with the sword, and necks of their princes ; an evil interwoven 
from him he receives the mark of inau-gura- in their-system  when- the partition of estates 
tion on bis accession to the throne. He leads, took place amidst the sons of Joda in the 
hy right, the van in battle ; and in case ol infancy of this state. I t  was, no doubt, 
the siege of the capital, his post is the sooraj- then deemed politic to 'unite to  the interests. 
pol,* and the fortress which crowns it, in of the crown so powerful a branch, which 
which this family had a handsome palace, when combined could always control the 
which is. now going fast to decay. rest j  but this gave too much equality.

I t  was the predecessor of the present chief Deo Sing, the great-grandfather of the p /  
of Saloombra who set up a pretender and Pokurna chief alluded to, used to sleep in 
the standard of rebellion ; but when foreign the great hall of the palace with five huu- 
aid was brought in, he returned to his alle- dred of his clan around him. « iW  throne 
glance and the defence of the capital. Sinxi- 0f Marwar is in the shoatli of my dagger,.”
Sar sentiments have often been awakened in was the repeated boast of this arrogant 
patriotic breasts, when roused by the inter- chieftain. I t  may be anticipated that either 
Terence of foreigners in their internal dis- he or bi3 sovereign would die a violent death, 
putes. The evil entailed on the state by The lord of Pokurna was entrapped, and 
these hereditary offices will appear in its instant death commanded ; yet with the 
annals. sword suspended ovei his head, his undaunt-

In Mewar the dignity is hereditary in the ed spirit was the same as when seated in. the 
house of Ahwa ; but the last brave chief hall, and surrounded by his vassals. “ Where, 
who held it became the victim of a revenge- traitor, is no w the sheath that holds the 
ful and capricious sovereign,! who was jcai- fortunes of Marwar?” said the prince. The .
«us of his exploits; and. dying, he bequeath- taunt recoiled with bitterness when he lofti- 
ed, a curse to his posterity who should again ly replied, “ with my son at Pokurna I  have 
accept tile office. I t  -was accordingly trans- left it.”  No time w&f given for further in 
ferred to the next in dignify, 'the.house.of s u it ; his head rolled at the steps of the pa~
Ausope. The present chief, wisely distrust- lace; but the dagger of Pokurna still haunts 
m g the prince whose reign has been a series the imagination of these princes, and many 
of turmoils, has kept aloof from court, attempts have been made to get possessed of 
When the office was jointly held by the their strong-hold on the edge of the desert.:* 
chiefs of Uimaj and Pokurna, the tragic- end The narrow escape of the present chief will 
of the former afforded a fine specimen of be related hereafter, with the sacrifice of his 
the prowess and heroism of the Rahtore friend and co-adjutor, the chief of Nimaj.
Rajpoot. Lx truth, these pradhaus of Mar- In Kotah and Jessulmeor the power of the 
war have always been mill-stones round the ministers is supreme. We might describe 
”  '-"sum, ‘sun T’^Toiia, a porter. their situation in the words of Montesquieu,

t *' c u r  can bice,” the reply of this chief, either * His sou, Snbbul Sing, followed in his footsteps, till
personally, or to. the. person who reported that his m e*  an accidental cannon-shot relieved the terrors of the 
reign so designated Mm, was never forgiven* prince,

ifjj/ ■ "  §l
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“ The I'epins kept their princes in a state of son of the minister sometimes condescends to 
imprisonment in the palace, shewing them accompany his prince on horseback ; nor is 

i “ 0,100 a year to the people. On this ocea- there anything wanting to'magnificence, but. ■'
| “ sion they made such ordinances as were the power to control or alter any part of it. 
u directed by the mayor; they also answered This failing, how humiliating to a proud 
i( ambassadors, but the mayor framed the mind, acquainted with the history of his 
“ answer.” * ancestors and imbued with a portion of their

Like those of the Merovingian race, these spirit, to be thus muzzled, enchained, and 
puppets of royalty in the east are brought rendered a mere pageant of state ! This 

) forth to the Champ de Mars once a year, at chain would have been snapped, hut that 
the grand military festival, the Rusrewa. On each link has become adamantine from the 
this day, presents provided by the minister ties this ruler has formed with the British 

" are distributed by the prince. Allowances Government. He has well merited our pro- 
for every branch of expenditure are fixed, tection; though we never contemplated to 
nor has the prince the power to exceed them, what extent the maintenance of these ties 
Hut at Ivotah there is nothing parsimonious, would involve our own character. But this 
though nothing superfluous. On the festival subject is connected with the history of an 
of the birth of Criskna, and other similar individual who yields to none of the many 

’ feasts, the prince likewise appears abroad, extraordinary men whom India has produced, 
attended by all the insignia of royalty, and who required but a larger theatre to 

j Elephants with standards precede j lines of have drawn the attention of the world. His 
; infantry and guns are drawn up j while a hu- character will be further elucidated in the 
\ merous cavalcade surrounds his person. The Annals of Haravati.

CHAPTER 7.
Adaption.-—Reflections upon the subjects treated.

Adoption.—The hereditary principle, regenerated. “ Le roi est mart, vive le roi / ”  
which perpetuates in these estates their is a phrase, the precise virtue of which is 
virtues and their vices, is also the grand there well understood. Neither the crown 
preservative of their political existence and nor the greater fiefs are ever without heirs, 
national manners : it is an imperishable Adoption is the preservative of honours and 
principle, which resists time and innovation : titles; the great fiefs of Rajasthan can
it is this which made the laws of the Modes never become extinct. But, however valuable 
and Persians, as well as those of the Raj- this privilege, which the law of custom has 
poots, unalterable. A chief of Mewar, like made a right, it is often carried to the most, 
his sovereign, never dies: he disappears to be hurtful and foolish extent. They have al- 

* L’Esprit des hois, chap, vi, liv. 31. lowed the limit which defined, it to be effaced,
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and each family, of eootse* maintains a deaT.brbed he recommended to his ■>' iT and 
custom, so soothing' to vanity, as the prospect chiefs* Nahar Sing for their adoption. This 
«f having their names tevited in their des* was the son of' the independent chieftain, . of 
cendaittfc This has resulted from the weak- j Singrarngurh, already moniioncd. There 
ness of the prince and the .'misery of the wore nearer kin, some of the seventh and. 
times. Lands were bestowed liberally which eighth degrees, and young Nahar was the 
yielded nothing to their master, who, in eleventh. It was never contemplated that 
securing a nominal obedience and servitude, the three last gigantic** chieftains of Deo- 
had as much as the times made them worth gurli would .die without issue, or the branches, 
when given ; but with returning prosperity now claimants from propinquity, would have 
and old customs, these great errors have been educated: to, suit the dignity but being 
become too visible. Adoptions are often brought up remote from court, they had 
made during the life of the incumbent been compelled to seek employment where* 
when without prospect of issue. The chief obtainable, or to live on the few acres to 
and his wife first agitate the. subject in which, their distant claim pf birth restricted 
private 5 it is then confided to. the little them. Two of theso, who had but the latter 
council of the fief, and when propinquity resource to fly to, had become mere .boors ,* 
and" merit unite-, they at once petition, the and of two who had sought service abroad 
prince to confirm their wishes, which are by arms, one was a cavalier in. the retinue of 
generallyf acceded to. So ' many interests the prince, and the other a hanger-on about 
are to be consulted on this occasion, that co u rt: both dissipated and. unfitted, a 3 the 
the blind; partiality of the chief to any feeruge asserted, “ to be ithe chieftains:of 
particular object is always counterpoised by two thousand Bajpoots, the sons of one 
the elders of the clan, who must have a father.” ! Much interest and intrigue wen 
pride in seeing a proper Tiraeoor* at their carried on for ono of these, and he was sup- 
bead, and who prefer the nearest of kin, to ported' by  the young prince and. a faction, 
prtvent the disputes which would be atten- Some of the senior Puttawuts of Deogurh 
dant on neglect in this point, are men of the highest character, and often

On sudden lapses, the wife is allowed the lamented the sombre qualities of their chief, 
privilege, in conjunction, with those inter- which prevented the dan bavino that inter
ested in' the fief, of nomination, though est in the state to which its extent and rank 
case is seldom left unprovided for : therWjs entitled it. While these intrigues were in 
always, a presumptive heir to thp smallest their infancy, they adopted a decided mea-
sub-infeudation of these estates. ’ The wife ~ 7  rT T ^ T ’ "IT" T --------------. ,, „ * Gofcnl .Das, the last chief, was one of the finest,
°* t le deceased. IS the guardian of the mi- ruea X ever beheld in feature and peiBon, He was 
nority of the adopted. about six feet, perfectly erect, and * Hercules iu

» T. . , „ Jt ; bt# .. His father at twenty was much larger, and >mjsfe
- 6 ..tuet 01 .Deogurh, one of the sixteen have been nearly seven feet high. It is surprising bow 

Omras of Mewar. died without issue. On his fow of the chiefs of this family died a natural death,
- ---- -— -----——--------------- ---_1_ It has produced some noble Rajpoots,As m Deogurh, t m  U p  ca  U t a ,


