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borrowed it from the. Egyptians or had it The analogy between the goddess of the 
from the same source, typified the Fructijter spring Saturnalia, Phalguni, and the Phage- 
by a ■ pine-apple, the form of which resembles sia of the Greeks, will excite surprise; the 
the Sitaphala* or fruit of Sita, whose rape word is not derived from Phagein eating, 
by Havana carried Kama from the Ganges with the Rajpoot votaries of Ilolioa, as with 
over many countries ore he recovered her.f those of the Dieng.ua of ,the Greeks but 
In like manner. Gouri, . the Rajpoot Ceres, is from phalguni, compounded of gum , ‘ quality, 
typified under the coco-nut, or sriphala,J virtue, or characteristic,’ and phala, ‘fruit;’ 
the chief of fruit, or fru it sacred to £ri, or in short, the fructijier. From Phallosf to 
h a  (Isis), whose other elegant emblem of which there is, no definite meaning, the 
abundance, the camacumpa, is drawn with Egyptian had the festival Phallica, the 
branches of the palmyra,§ or coco-tree, ffolica of the Hindus. Phula and phala, 
gracefully pendent from the vase (cum- flower and fruit, are the roots of all, Floralia 

'• and Phala,ria, the Phallus of Osiris, the
The Sriphala*S is accordingly presented Thyrsus of Bacchus, or Lingam of hnvara 

to all the votaries of Iswara and Isa on the symbolized by the Sriphala, or Annas, the 
conclusion of the spring-festival of Pkalgnna, ‘ food of the gods,’f or the Sitaphala of 
the Pkagesia of the Greeks, the Phamenoth the Helen of Ayodhya. 
of the Egyptian, and the Saturnalia of anti- From the existence of this worship in 
(juity : a rejoicing at the renovation of the Congo at this day, the author already 
powers of nature ; the empire of heat over quoted asks if  it  may not have originated in 
cold—of light over darkness ** E thiopia,: “ qui comme le temoignent

* Ynlg. S-ureefa, --------------rti------------------ *------- ,--------------j----
t  Bama subjected .her to the fit,ry ordeal, to discover trons conception from that event, and their original 

whether her virtue had suffered while thus forcibly abode from Stmhdra  Bate, or island of Sancodra, 
separated. _ J Vulg. Naryal. Whether to the Dioscoridm at the entrance of the

§ .Palmyra is Sanskrit corrupted, atip affords the Arabian Golf this pame was given, evidently corrupted 
etymology of Solomon’s city of the desert, Tadmor, from Sanc-ha-dwara to Socotra, we shall not stop to 
The p, by the retrenchment of a single diacritical inquire. Like the isle in the entrance, of the gulf of 
point, becomes ,t ; and the land d being peramtable, Pal Cutoh, it is the dmara. or portal to the Sinus Arabians 
becomes Tad, or 2W -the Palmyra, which is the M«r% and the yewUhm. (sankha) there abounds. This tribe 
or chief of trees; hence Tadmor, from its date-trees, deduce their origin from Bama’s expedition, and aii8Ke 

il A plate in the second volume will illustrate this, that their lethyiopfc mother landed them ’where they 
•8 The JayapKala, ‘the fruit of victory,’ is the still reside. Wild as is this fable, it aids summit to 

nutmeg; or, as a native of Java, JmtPphala, ‘A i t  of this hypothesis,
Java,’ is most probably derived from Jayadvipa, ‘the * See Lempriere, arts. Phage,na and Phallica “V

' ' “ Abbe M’gnot pense que le Phallus eat orieinaire de
• The Goman of the S a w a  tribes, orsun-worshippers “ 1’Assyrie et tie la Chaldee, et que e’eet do c l  pays que

of Saurashtra, claims descent from the bird-god of “ 1’usage de Oonsacxerce symM e de 1» generaTon a 
Vishnu (who aided Kama (a) to the discovery of Sita), “ passe en Egvnte II orni> , ■ . i  a

L „ , J :
(а) Bama and. Vishnu interchange characters. de; Flahf> <!’«. dans cette langue, eignifle tme chose
(б) It is curious, that the designation of the tribe 6 ® , et du verbs phala, qui veut dire etra

Camar is a transposition of Macar, lor the final letter emaeare,. (a)
of each is mute* ’ loou, and &sa or isai i the god,’

(a) Dca Divinites Generatives,
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“ plusieurs eerivains de 1’ antiquite, a found other representative, the hazel). calf (nanda)
“ sea dieux a 1’ Egypte.” On the first of the the 15th of each month (amavus)* was 
five complementary days called “ epagomu- especially sacred. It was not confined to 
nes ” preceding new-year’s day, the Egyp- these celebrated rogions of the East, but was 
liana celebrated the birth of the sun-god, disseminated throughout the earth ; because 
Osiris, in a similar manner as the Hindus do from the Aral to the Baltic, colonies "were 
their solstitial festival, “ the morning of the planted from that central region,! the cradle 
gods," the Hiul of Scandinavia; on which of the Suryas and the Indus, whose branches 
occasion, “ on promenait en procession une (sakhai)t the Yavan, the Aswa, and the 
« figure d’ Osiris, dent le Phallus etait Meda, were the progenitors of the lonians,
“ triple a number, he adds, expressing “ la the Assyrians, and Medea .;§ while in latter 
“ pluralite indefinee.” The number three is times, from the same teeming region, the 
sacred to Iswara, chief of the Tn-murti or Galati and Getai,(| the Kelts and Goths,
Triad, whose -statue adorns the junction carried modifications of the system to the 
(sangum) of all triple streams ; hence called shores of Armorica and the Baltic, the cliffs 
Triveni, who is Trinetra, or ‘ three-eyed/ and of Caledonia, and the remote isles of the 
Tridmta, or ‘ god of the t r i d e n t Triloca German Ocean. The monumental circles 
‘ god of the triple abode, heaven, earth, and sacred to the sun-god Helenas a t once exist- 
h e l l Tripura, of the triple city, to whom i»g in that central region,f in India,** and 
tho Tripoli or triple gates are sacred, and throughout Europe, is conclusive. The apo- 
of which he has made Gams the Janitor, theosis of the patriarch Noah, whom the 
or guardian. The grotesque figure placed the Hindu Styles “ Marat Vaivaswata, Him 
by  the Hindus during the Saturnalia in the * The Hindu divide the mouth into two portions

highways, and called .bdma-Mamii (the god reckoning from the 1st to the 15th, which day of parti-
R a tn a ), is  the  c o u n te rp a r t o f  th e  f ig u re  des-. tion 'is called amavus, answering to the t o  of tho 

V1 ' . . r\ • • Komans, â nd held by the Hindus as it was by the Jews
cnbod b y  U u ta rc h  a s  le p re s e n tm g  O sins, in great sanctity. The last division is termed SuM, and
“  ce s'oleil printanier," in the Egyptian Satur- they recommence with the initial numeral, thence to
nalia or 1 hamenoth. Even liam-isa and tjie pgpl( 'jyth,. &0. 0f the month, they say Sudi ohm 
Havana may, like Osiris and Typhon, be (1st) Sudi doag (3rd), 
merely the idea! representatives of light and |
darkness ; and tho chaste Sita, spouse of § See Genealogical Table So. 2, for these najnes, The
the Surya prince, the astronomical Virgo, f  th\ l' T  Mdm’ Pro“ou“ f  !o™df  . y 1 ’ kingdoms at the precise point of time, according to
Only a  zodiacal sign . calculation from the number of kings, that Assyria was

That a system of Hinduism pervaded the fo“nf ° d’ . , ... . .. _ . !  j| The former were more pastoral, and hence the origin
whole Babylonian and Assyrian empires, of their name, corrupted to Keitoi The Crete or Jits
Scripture furnishes abundant proofs, in the Pursil6d the 1‘unter,s occupation, living more by the 

, bhacc, though these occupations are generally conjoined
mention ox the various types oi the sun-god in the early stages of civilization.
Balmth, whose pillar adorned “ every 1 Bubmpiais and other travellers.

,, , ,, ** Colonel Mackenzie's invaluable and gigantic coliec*
mount” and “ every grove; ’ and to whose tipn,



__ •
!'!•>->>:•<---'' ;j;y;Lj':ip§M  ̂ ;:; : ; ; ' ' . "  '-'L. ■' i

FESTIVALS.. AND CUSTOMS OF MEWAE. 477 T ^ I  j

man, son of the su o,’ ” may hare originated that of Osiris a t Memphis became a church of 
the Ddayatra of tile Hindus, the ark of Christ. “ Muni de ses pouvoirs, ot escorte 
Osiris, the ship of Isis amongst the Suevi, “ d’une foule do moines, il mit en fuite les 
in memory, of u the forty days'’ noticed in “ prefcres, brisa les idoles, clemolit les temples, 
the traditions of,every nation -J  the earth. “ ou y  etablit des monasteyos.*” The period

The time may be approaching . when this for thus subverting idolatry is passed: the 
worship in the East, like the Egyptian, shall religion of Christ is not of the sword, but 
be only matter of tradition ; although this one enjoining peace and good-will on earth, 
is not likely to.bn effected by such summary But, as from him “ to whom much ia given,” 
means as were adopted by G&mbyses, who much will be required, tho good and berie- 
*lew the sacred Apis and whipped Ms priests, volent of the Hindu nations may have 
while their Greek and Roman conquerors ulterior advantage®, over those Pharisees who 
adopted and embellished the Pantheon of the would make a monopoly even of the virtues ;
Nile.* But when Christianity reared her who “ see the mote in their neighbour's eye, 
severe yet simple form, the divinities of the “ but cannot discern the beam in their own.”
Nile, the Pantheon of Rome, and the Aero- While, therefore, we strive to impart a purer 
polis of Athens, could not abidp her awful taste and better faith, Jet us not imagine 
majesty. Tho temples of the Alexandrian that the minds o f those we weald reform 
Serapis were levelled by Theophilus, t  while are the seats of impurity, because, in accord- 

m T T ' i — -y — - - -  .. -“ 7 ~ ance with an idolatry coeval with the flood,* Ibis and Osins, borapis amt Canopus, Apia and Ibis, J
adopted by ttje Romans, whose temples ana images, they continue to worship mysteries opposed 
yet preserved, will allow full scope to the Hindu ^  own m0(Ies 0f  thinking, 
antiquary for analysis of both systems. The iemplo °
of Sorapis at Ponouli is quite Hindu in its grouiid ---- -—“  ™ ------ — ”
plan. f lu  the Teigp of Theodosius, * Hu Oulte, &o, &«. p. 47,
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CHAPTER XXIII-
The nicer shades of character difficult id hatch.— Morals more obvious and less changeable than 

manners,—Dissimilarity of manners in the various races of Rajasthan.— Rajpoots have 
deteriorated in manners, as they declined in power.— Regard and deference paid tp Women 
in Rajasthan.— Seclusion o f the Females, no mark of their degradation,— High spirit of the 
Rajpoot Princesses.— Their unbounded devotion to their Husbands.—-Examples from  the 
Chronicles and Bardic Histories.—-Anecdotes in more recent times.—-Their magnanimity.—
Delicacy.— Courage and presence of mind.— Anecdote of Sadoo of Poogul and Korumdevi, 
daughter o f the Mohil chief,--—The seclusion o f the Females increases their influence.—
Historical evidences of its extent.

The manners of a nation constitute t ie  are never g iven; and even if they were, 
most interesting portion of its history, but though we might comprehend the moral 
a thorough knowledge of them must be the movements of a nation, we should still be 
fruit, of long ajnd attentive observation : an unable to catch the minute shades of charac- 
axiom which applies to a people even less ter that complete the picture of domestic 
inaccessible than the Rajpoots. The impor- life, and which are to be collected from those 
tance and necessity of such an illustration familiar sentiments uttered in social inters 
of the Rajpoot character, in a work like the course, when the mind unbends and nature1, 
present, calls for and sanctions the attempt, throws aside the trammels of education and 
however inadequate the means. Of what of ceremony. Such a piekire would repre­
value to mankind would be the interminable sent the mariners, which are continually 
narrative of battles, were their moral causes undergoing modifications, in contradiatiction 
and results passed by unheeded? Although to the morals of society j the latter, having 
both the Persian and Hindu annalists not a fixed creed for their basis, are definite and 
unfrequeutly unite the characters of moralist unchangeable. The chal of the Rajpoot, 
and historian, it is in a manner unsuitable to like the mores of the Romans, or costumi of 
the subject, according to the more refined modern Italy, is significant alike of mental 
taste of Europe. In the poetic annals of and external habit. In the moral point of 
the Rajpoot, we see him check his war- view, it is the path chalked out for him by 
chariot, and when he should be levelling his the sages of antiquity j in the personal, it is 
javelin, commence a discourse upon ethics ; that which custom has rendered immutable, 
or when the battle is over, the Nestor or Kea boom chal chalta, ‘ in what a bad path ■
Ulysses of the host converts his tent into a does he march !’ says the moralist: Bap, | 
lyceum, and delivers lectures on morals or Dad'a ca chal chhoora, ‘ ho abandons the; 
manners. But- the reflections which should usages of his ancestors/ says the stickler for - 
follow, and form the corollary to each action, custom, in Rajasthan. j

* | | , fe ? 14 \



The grand features of morality are few, prevailing traits of character in the Rajpoot; 
and merely the same, in every nation not Ms ideas of virtue and vice, the social inter- 
positively barbarous. The principles contained course and familiar courtesies of Rajasthan, 
in tho Decalogue form the basiy of every and their recreations, public and private, 
code—of Mami and of Mabomod, as well as “ The manners of a, people,” says the 
of Moses. These are grand landmarks of celebrated Goguet, “ always bear a propor- 
the truth of divine history ; and are con- “ tion to the progress they have made in the 
firmed by the less important traits of per- “ arts and sciences.” If. by this test wo 
sonal customs and religious rites, which trace the analogy between past and existing' 
nations the most remote from each other manners amongst the Rajpoots, we must ; 
continue to hold in common. The Koran we conclude at. once that they have undergone 
know to have been founded on the Mosaic a, decided deterioration. Where can wej 
law ; the Sastra of Manu, unconsciously,, look for sages like those whose systems 
approaches still more to the Jewish Scrip- of philosophy were the prototypes of', 
tures in spirit and intention : and from its those of Greece: to whose works Plato,' 
pages might be formed a manual of moral Thales, and Pythagoras were disciples?; 
instruction, which, if followed by the dis- Where shall we find the astronomers, ! 
ciples of the framer, might put more whose knowledge of the planetary system 
favoured societies to the blush. yet excites wonder in Europe, as well as;

! As it has been observed in a former part the architects and sculptors, whoso works 
i ' of this work, the same religion governing all claim our admiration, and the musicians,
|| must tend to produce a certain degree of “ who could make the mind oscillate 
] mental uniformity. Tho shades of moral from joy to sorrow, from tears to smiles,\ 
i distinction which separate these races are with the change of modes and varied intona- 
1 almost imperceptible ; while you cannot pass tion.*” The manners of those days must 

any grand natural harrier without having have corresponded with this advanced stage,
I the dissimilarity of customs and manners of refinement, as they must have suffered; 
j forced upon your observation. Whoever from its decline ; yet the homage paid by 

passes from upland Mewar, the country of Asiatics to precedent, has preserved many 
j tho Seesodias, into the sandy flats of Marwar, relics of ancient customs, which have ear-1 

the abode of tho Rahtores, would feel the vived the causes that produced them, 
force of this remark. Innovations proceed- If is universally admitted that there is no ' 
mg from external causes, such as conquest better criterion of the refinement of a nation 
by irreligious foes, and the birth of new' than the condition of the fair sex therein, 
sects and schisms, operate important changes As it is elegantly expressed by Comte Segur, 
in manners and customs. We can only pro- “ Leue sort est un boussolo sur pour le pre­
tend, however, to describe facts which are “ rnier regard d’un etranger qui arrive dans 
obvious, and those which history discloses, ’ ZT7~Tr~~Z T  7Z
whence some notions may be formed of tho existence, the Eamayma,
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“ ““ pays iaconu."* Unfortunately, the lion ; from her ordinary actions lie draws 
habitual seclusion of the higher classes of the omen of success, and he appends to her 
females in the East contracts the sphere of name the epithet of deoi, or i godlike.’ The 
observation in regard to their influence on superficial observer, who applies his own 
society ; but, to borrow again from our in- standard to the customs of all nations, 
geniqus author, “ les hommes font les lois, laments with an affected philanthropy tha 
“ lea femmes font les moaurs and their degraded condition of the Hindu, famaie, 
incarceration in Rajasthan, by no means in which sentiment ho would find her little 
lessens the application of the adage to that disposed to join. He particularly laments 
country. Like the magnetic power, however her want of liberty, and calls her seclusion', 
latent, their attraction is not the less certain, imprisonment. Although I  cordially unito'
“ O’est aux hommes a faire des grandes with Segur, who is at issue with Ms com-1 
“ ehoses, e’est aux femmes a les inspirer,” patriot Montesquieu on this part of discs-j 
is a maxim to which every Rajpoot cavalier pline, yet from the knowledge I  do possess 
would subscribe, with whom the age of of the freedom, the respect, the happiness, 
chivalry is not fled, though ages of oppres- which Rajpoot women enjoy, I  am by no 
«on have passed over him. He knows there means inclined to deplore their state as one 
is no retreat into which the report of a of captivity. The author of the Spirit of 
gallant action will not penetrate, and. set Laws, with the views of a closet philosopher, 
fair hearts in motion to be the object of Ms deems seclusion necessary from the irresis- 
search. The hards, those chroniclers of tible influence of climate on the passions; 
fame, like the jongleurs of old, have every while the chivalrous Segur, with more 
where access, to the palaces as to the ham let; knowledge of human nature, draws the very 
and a brilliant exploit travels with all the opposite conclusion asserting all restraints 
rapidity of a comet, and clothed with the to he injurious to morals.. Of one thing we i 
splendid decorations of poetry, from the are certain, seclusion of females could "only I 
Indian desert to the valley of the Jumna, originate in. a moderately advanced stage of j 
I f  we cannot paint the Rajpoot dame as civilization. Amongst hunters, pastors, and 
invested with all the privileges which Segur cultivators, the women were required to aid j 
assigns to the first woman, “ compagne do in all external pursuits, as well as internal 
' I homme et son egale, vivant par lui, pour economy. The Jews secluded not their 
“ lui, associee a son bonheur, a ses plaisirs, women, and the well, where they assembled 

a la puissance qu’il exerqait sur ce vaste to draw water, was the place where marriages 
“ univers; she is far removed from the were contracted, as with the lower classes 
condition which demands commiseration. in Rajpootana. The inundations of the Nile,

Like the ancient German or Scandinavian, each house of whose fertile valleys was ieo- 
th° naj'P°0t C°nSUlta her in cvery  tmnaac-  kited, is said to have created habits ofaednd- 

* “ L es F em m es, leur Condition et lour Influence dans “ £  Women with the Egyptians; and this 
l’Ordi'o Social,- VOL i. p. lo, argument might apply to the vast valleys of
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the Indus and Ganges, first inhabited, an<F “ s’adouoissent-felles, on compte les femmes 
which might have diffused example with the “ pour quelque-chose : enfin, se corrompent- 
Spread of p o p n la iion. Assuredly, if India “ elles, lea femmes sont tou t;” and whether 
was ..colonized. from  the crad le  of nations, frftm this decay, o r  the more probable and 
Central Asia, they did not thence bring amiable cause of seeking, in their society, 
these notions within the Indus; for the consolation for the loss of power and inde- 
Seythiau women went to the opposite ex- pendence, the women are nearly every thing 
trome, and were p o ly au d ris ts .*  The desire with the Rajpoot.
of eradicating those impure habits, described I t  is scarcely fair to quote Mann as an 
by Herodotus, that the slipper at the tout- authority for the proper treatment of the 
door , should no longer be a sign, may have fair sex, since many of his dicta by no 
originated the opposite extreme in a life of means tend to elevate their condition. In 
entire seclusion. Both polygamy and poly- his lengthened catalogue of things pure and 
andrisiB, originated in a mistaken view of impure he says, however, “ the mouth of a 
the animal economy, and of the first great “ woman is constantly pure,” * and he ranks 
command to people the earth : the one it with the running waters, and the sun- 
was general amongst all the nations of beam ; he suggests that their names should 
antiquity ; the other rare, though to be be “ agreeable, soft, clear, captivating the 
found in Scythia, India, and even amongst “ fancy, auspicious, ending in long vowels, 
the Hatches, in the new world ; but never “ resembling words of benedieation.” t 
with* the Rajpoot, with whom monogamy “ Where females are honoured (says 
existed during the patriarchal ages of India, “ Manu), there the deities are pleased/but 
as amongst the Egyptians, Of all the “ where dishonoured, there all religious rites 
nations of the world who have habituated “ become u s e l e s s and he declares, “ that in 
the female to a restricted intercourse with “ whatever house a woman not duly honour- 

: society, whether Grecian, Roman, Egyptian, “ ed pronounces an imprecation, that house, 
j or Chinese, the Rajpoot has given least cause “ with all that belongs to it, shall utterly 
| to provoke the sentiment of pity; for if “ perish,”! “ Strike not, even with a j 
| deference and respect be proofs of civiliza- “ blossom, a wife guilty of a hundred faults,” § 
j-tion, Rajpootana must be considered as * Chap, v. iso. ...  ...f~Chap.lt
! redundant in evidence of it. The uxorious- t  ®*gest oi Hindu Law> Colebrooke, vol. u, p. 209

c ,, D , , , 9 of a11 the religions which have diversified mankind,
ness of. the Rajpoot might be appealed  to as whatever man might select, woman should chose the 
indicative of the decay of national morals; Christian. This alone gives her just rank In. the scale
« char 1M  b rrb 'ire s  fsavs S e tru rl les fem m es °1 .CJ'eatl0D> whether arising from the demotic principle a io z  Kss Daruarcs (says o e g u r j  tea rem m es which pervades our faith, or the dignity conferred on
“ ne. SOllt rien : les m tours de CCS peuples th® ^  m being chosen to ho the mother of the Saviour
— X-—.,t ----- ---------- x---- — -x.—... ------ of man. In turning over the pages of Mann, we find

* So are some of the Hindu races in the mountainous many mortifying texts, which I am inclined to regard 
district about the Himalaya, and in other parts o£ India, as interpolations; as the following, so opposed to the 
Thb curious trait in ancient manners is deserving of 'beautiful sentiment above q u o t e d “ A wife a son a 
investigation t it might throw some light On the early • “ servant, a pupil, and a younger brother, may be corree- 
history of the world. “ ted when they commit faults with a rope, or the small

121
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says 'another sage: a sentiment so delicate, “ mine.” A. messenger was instantly sent 
that Reginald de Born, the prince of trou- to the court, and the message, with every 
badours, never uttered any more refined. aggravation, was made known; and she 

However exalted the respect of the followed on the heels of her messenger. A 
Rajpoot for the fair, he nevertheless holds summons soon arrived for the Sadri chief tc> 
that attend his sovereign at the capital. He

“---- Nothing lovelier cm fee found obeyed; and arrived m time to give his ex-
“Xa woman, than to study household good.” planation just as the Rana was proceeding

In  the most tempestuous period of the history to hold a fall court. As usual, the Sadri 
of Mewar, when the Ranas broke asunder chief was placed on his sovereign’s right 
the bonds which united them, to the other hand, and when the court broke up, the 
chiefs of Rajasthan, and bestowed their their-apparent of Mewar, art a preconcerted 
daughters on the foreign nobles incorporated sign, stood at the edge of the carpet, perfof- 
with the higher class of their own kin, the ming the menial office of holding the slippers
chief of Sadri, so often mentioned, had oh- of the chief. Shocked at such a mark of
iained a princess to wife. There was a extreme respect, he stammered forth some 
hazard to domestic happiness in such unequal words of homage, his unworthiness, &c. ; to 
alliance, which the ford of Sadri soon which the Rana replied, “ As my son-in law, 
experienced. To the courteous request, “ no distinction too groat can be’ conferred :
“  Ranawut-ji, fill me a cup of water,” he “ take homo your wife, she will never again 
received a contemptuous refusal, with the “ refuse you a cup of water. ’* 
remark, that “ the daughter of a hundred Gould authority deemed divine ensure 
“ kings would not become cup-bearer to the obedience to what is considered a virtue in
“ chieftain of Sadri.” —“ Very well,”  replied all ages and countries, conjugal duties of
the plain soldier, you may return: to your * Mann lays down some plain and wholesome rules 
? father’s house, if you can he of no use in for the domestic conduct of the wit-; above all, he

—---- --------------------— — ------------- -—-— --------- ------ ■ recommends her “ to preserve a cheerful temper," and
•'thong of a cane.” (a) Such texts might lead us to “frugality in domestic exponces,” Some of his texts 
a,dopfc Segur’s conclusions, that ever since the days of avW] Viowcver, more of the anchorite than Of a person 

. the patriarchy women were only brilliant slaves— conversant with mankind ; and when lie commands the 
victims, who exhibited, in the wreaths and floral eoro- husband to be reverenced as a god by the virtuous wife, 
nets which bedecked them, the sacrifices to which they eyen though' enamoured of another woman, it may be 
were dSbtined. Xu the patriarchal ages ihelr.oooupa- justly doubted if ever he found Obedience-thereto ; or 
tfans were to season the viands, and bake the bread, tho scarcely less difficult ordinance, “ for a whole year 
and weave cloth for the tents r their recreations limited ,.1et a lragbnmi bear with Ms wife Who treats 'him with 
toiespjre . o resi .etenmg air under the shade of-a (laversioo,” after which probation he Is permitted to 
fig-treê  an sing can ic es to ho Almighty, buch a aeparate. It is very likely the Rajpoots are more in the 
fate, indeed, mast appear tr a Panman dame, who passes ^  oE tin the firgt of those texts than of hearing 
her tune between the Wyrirrej, and M  and whose the ̂ ; though they hare a choice at home, they 
dady promenade . through the O M  ‘Mysees worse WQ not ashamed * Ve. avowed admirers of the 
than death: yet there is no positive hardship in these * - . .. T BAVna,, , , ~ , Aspasias and Phrynes of the capital; tram the sameemployments, and it was but the fair division of labour , , ,, . ,, ri , 1 T , T. -. h . , ,, . , , . „ ' cause which attracted Socrates and made Pericles»
“  the VAm m  W  and that winch characters the ^  awJ wbieh ̂  0(miinue nnta tte m ;ted charms

~Al.Ll'Ai'L! ________ _______of the dance end the song are sanctioned to be practised
(a.) Oh Judicature, jp, 268, by the legitimes within.
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the Rajpoots are comprehended in the fol- “Boots and wild fmit shall l«- ay constant food;
, , , , ,  u  -r j , i t i i  v*  “ Nor will I  near then add unto thy cares,lowing simple text i Let mutual fidelity „Nbrlag lnWnili nor forcst,food refuset
« continue .to death ; this, in a few words, “ But fearless traverse every hill sad dale.

* * * *-
s( may be considered as the supremo law

5 ' “ Tims eottld I sweetly pass a thousand yeals ;
between husband and wife. “ Bat without, thee e’en heaven would lose its charms-
That this law governed the Rajpoots .in * * * *

past ages, as well as the present, in as great " d to c“ bract; Eee*> * w?V esido1 °  7 L 1 Q “ In the rough forest as my father s house.
a degree as in other stages of society and «Void of all other wish, supremely tWe, 
other countries, wo cannot doubt. F o r will “?enf ’ willaot.grieve,I 7 “1 will not burden thee—,refuse me not.
the annals' of any nation afford more 4i But shouldut thou, Raghhvu, this prayer deny,
numerous or m o re  sublime instances of ’* Know, l resolve on death.”—

j , , ' . Vide Waid, On the fflstorg, Mtcratuw, and My-
female devotion, than those of the R ajpoots; thology of the Hindus, vol. ii. p, 408,
and such would never have been recorded, The publication of Mr. Wilson’s specimens
were not the incentive likely to be revered 0f  the Hindu drama has put the English
and followed. How easy would it be to cite publxc in possession of very striking features
examples for every passion which, can actuate of aneient Hindu manners, amongst which
the human mind < Do we desire to see a conjugal fidelity and affection stand eminent*
model of unbounded devotion, resignation, }y conspicuous< The Uttara Rama Charita,
and love, let ni take the picture ot feita, as the Vikrama and Urvasi, and the Mudra
painted by the Milton, of their silver age, Rahshasa, contain many instances in point.
than which nothing more beautiful or senti- In tll0 latter piece occnr3  an example, in
mental may he culled even from Paradise comparatively humble life, of the strong
Lost, Rama was about to abandon bis affection of a Hindu wife. Clhandana Das’
faithful wife for the purpose of becoming a like Antonio in the Merchant of Venice, is
Vana~prastka or hermit, when sho thus pours doomed to die, to save his friend. Huswife
out her ardent desire to partake of his fonows him to the scene of execution, with
solitude. their only child, and the succeeding dialogue

“ A woman’s bliss is found, not in the smile ensues : 
“ Ot father, mother, friend, nor in herself: ,,, , • ,
“ Her husband is her only portion here, ^  ^  \  '*** b°y 8lon*
“ Her heaven hereafter If thou indeed W%fe- J?**1"  mo’ h®ba'll V~to another world -
“ Depart this day into the forest drear, steps aT0 bound> and not to foreign realms,
“I will precede, and smooth the thorny way. Whenoem (lifetime thou homeward wilt return ;

.* * * * no oernmou farewell our leave-taking now
Adnata, nor must the partner of thy fate

,, ., ,. , ’' f rgayr00US0 Leave thee to trace, thy solitary way,
“ 0n thee baPPy shall I .feel fit***. What dost thou mean f
“Within the honey-scented grove to roam w  To foUow thee in death,

hf f  c“ sb " h * f  P1f 0t; Chand. Think not of this-our hoy’s yet tender years“And therefore other friend I cannot need. K if“Js « • , , J .. * ■T Demand affectionate and guardian ear*.-*'To*aay most surely with thee will X go, T , , , ,,i fir . , , . ° ,’ Wife, I leave rum to o«r household gods, nor fear“ And thus resolved, I must nob be deny’d. n - .t, * . .______ _________' . . ■ . ___  .. ___;___ they will desert his you th: —come, my dear hoy,
* Maun, chap. ix. p. 803, • text 101, ItcmgMon's And hid thy sire a long and last farewell,

edition. The annals of no nation on earth record
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a more ennobling or more magnanimous “  Goards ; Jessrai repulsed the foe, raptured
instance of female loyalty than that exempli- “ Gttrra tlieir capital, and laid his head at
fied by Dcwulde, mother of the Binafur “  his sovereign’s feet. Burma! returning
brothers, which will at once illustrate the “ with victory to Mahoba, in gratitude for
manners of the Rajpoot fair, and their “ this service, embraced the sons of Jessrai,
estimation and influence in society. “ and placed them in his honours and lands

The last Hindu emperor of Delhi, the “ while Mahmdovi the queen made no dis-
chivalrous Prithwiraj of the Ohohan race, “ tinetion between them and her son,” The
had abducted the daughter of the prince of fief of the young Binafur chieftains was at
Sameta. Some of the wounded who had the celebrated fortress Kalinjer, where their
covered his retreat were assailed and put to sovereign happening to see a fine mare
death by Purmal, the Chundail prince of belonging to Ala, desired to possess her,
Mahoba. In order to avenge this insult, and being refused, so far forgot past services
the emperor had no sooner conveyed his as to compel them .'to abandon tho country.
bride to Delhi than he invaded the territory On retiring they fired the estates of the
of tho Chundail, whose troops were cut to Purihara chief who had instigated their
pieces a t Sirswah,* the advanced post of his disgrace. With their mother and families
kingdom. While pursuing his success, the they repaired to Canouj, whoso monarch
Chundail called, a council, and by the advice received them with open arms, assigning
of his queen MaJundcvi demanded a truce lands for their maintenance. Having thus
of his adversary, on the plea of the absence premised the cause of banishment, Chnnd
of his chietains Ala and Udila. The brother conducts usf to Canouj, at the moment when
of the bard of Mahoba was the envoy, who Jagnuk  the bard was addressing the exiles
found the Ohohan ready to cross the Pahouj. on the dangers of Mahoba.
Ho presented his gifts, and adjured him, “ The Ohohan is encamped on the plains
“ as a true Rajpoot, not to take them at “ of Mahoba ; Nursing and Birsing .have

i “ such disadvantage.”  The gifts were f*( fallen, Sirs wall is given to the flames, and
acccepted, and the Ohohan pledged himself, “ the kingdom of Purmal laid waste by the
“ albeit his warriors were eager for the fight,” “ Ohohan. For one month a truce has been
to ^ a n t  the truce demanded ; and having “ obtained: while to you I am sent for aid
dismissed the herald, he enquired of his own “  in his griefs. Listen, oh sons of Binafur,
hard, the prophetic Chnnd, the cause of the “ sad have been tho days of Malundevi
disaffection which led to the banishment of “ since you left Mahoba! Oft she looks
the Binafurs; to which he thus replies : “ towards Canouj ; and while she recals you
“ Jessraj was the leader of the armies of “ to mind, tears gush from her eyes and she
“ Mahoba when Ms sovereign was defeated “ exclaims, ‘ the fame of the Chundail is
“ and put to flight by the wild race of “ d e p a r t in g b u t  when gone, oh sons of

* On th e P a h o n j,  and now fieky^tg to the B oondela ' “ Jessrai (Treat will hr vrair self lormumr prince of Ifuttea, The author has been oyer th is  field -j, greac w i l l  Do your se i$  accusing
of batfcle- ' “ sorrow : yet, think of Mahoba P
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“ Destruction to Mahoba! Annihilation “-to Purmal. Thrice my death seemed 
“ to the Ohundail who, without fault, ex- “ inevitable, The honour of his house I  have 
“ polled its our home : in whoso service fell “  upheld—yet exile is my reward I”
“ our father, by whom his kingdom was ex- The bard replies—‘'The father of Purmal
« tended. Send the slanderous Purihara—let “ left Mm when a child to the care of Jessraj.
“ him lead your armies against the heroes of “  Your father was in lieu of his o wn; the son 
a Delhi. Our heads were the pillars of “ should not abandon him when misfortune 
« M ahoba; by us were the Gtoands expelled “ makes him call on, you. The Kajpoot who 
“ and their strong-holds Deogurh and “ abandons his sovereign in distress will he 
“ Ohandbari added to his sway. W e main- “ plunged into hell. Then place on your 
“ tam ed the field against the Jadoon, sacked “ head the loyalty of your father. Can you.
“  Hindown J  and planted his standard on the “  desire to remain at Canouj while he is in 
“ plains of Kuttair. I t  was I  (continued “ trouble, who expended thousands in re- 
« Ala) who stopped the sword of the eon- “ joinings for your birth? Malnndevi (the 
“ quering Cutehwaha.f The Amirs of the “ queen), who loves you as her own, presses 
u Sooltan fled before us.—At Gaya we were “ your return,-—She bids me demand of 
“  victorious, and added Hewah| to his king- “  Dewuldo fulfilment of the oft-repeated to w  
“ dom. A ntem d§ I  gave to the flames, “ that your life and Mahoba, when endan- 
“ and levelled to the ground the towns of “ gered, were inseparable. The breaker of 
“  Mewat-if From ten princes did Jessraj “ vows, despised on earth, will be plunged 
“ bring spoil to Mahoba. This have we “  into hell, there to remain while sun and 
“ done ; and the reward is exile from our “ moon endure.”
“ home! Seven times have I  received Dewulde heard the message of the queen.
“ wounds in his service, and since my father’s , “ Let us fly to Mahoba,” she exclaimed.
“ death gained forty battles'; and from seven Ala was silent, while Udila said aloud,
“ has Udila conveyed the record o f victory^  “  May evil spirits seize upon Mahoba!—
-----<—  — — ------- -—  --------------------------  “ Can we forget the day when, in  distress,

* Hindown Was a town dependent on Biana, the „ ,, r T. ,
capital of tlie Jadoons, whoso descendants still occupy ne drove US forth / xteturU to  Mahoba •
Kerowli and Bn Mathura. “  lot it stand or fall, it is the same to me ;

f Bao Puiaon of Ambar, one of the great vassals of u  ■ t p , ,,
the Chohan, and ancestor of the present Baja of Jcypur. CaB011J 1S henceforth MY home.

|  In the original, “ the land of the Bhagel to that of “ Would that the gods had made ma . -
the Clitmdail.” Bev/ah is capital of Bhagelkhimd, „_„ „ . .  ~  ,
founded by the Bhagela Bajpoofc, a branch of the ? ,v,aic X)©Wixlde? that i. had never
Soianki kings of Anhuiwarra, “ borne sons who thus abandon the paths
and Qanges. ot khe RaJPoot, and refuse to succour

it A district 8. w. of Delhi, notorious for the lawless “ their prince in danger!” H er heart burst*

hat the greater part forced proselytes to the Mth of ..0 ' ’ grieL and her eyes raised to heaven,
Islam. In the time of Frithwirnj the chief of Mewat she continued: “ Was it for this, 0  universal 
was one of Ms vassals. I present a portrait of a soldier « i__j , . , .. . ,
Of this tribe,—See plate. lord> thou mad sfc feel a mother’s pangs

f  jayatpatm, or * bulletin of victory,’ “ for these destroyers of Binafur’s fame f
12 2



“ Unworthy offspring! the heart of the true —the ohukwa* “ separated from his mate—
“ Rajpoot dances with joy at the mere name “ drops fell from the eyes of the warlike 
“ of strife—but ye, degenerate, cannot be “ steed—the shialf sent forth sounds of
“  the sous of Jessraj—some carl must have “ lamentation ; spots were seen on, the disc 
“ stolen to my embrace, and from such ye “ of the sun.” The countenance of Ljakhun 
“ must be sprung.” The young chiefs arose, fe ll■>% these portents filled his soul with 
their faces withered in sadness. « When we dismay ; but .A ia said, “ though these omens 
“  perish in defence of Mahoha, and covered “ bode death, yefc death to the valiant, to the 
“ with wounds, perform deeds that will leave “ pure in .faith, is an object of desire not of 
“ a deathless name ; when our heads roll in “ sorrow. The path of thp Rajpoot ia besot 
“ ■the field—when we embrace the valiant in “ with difficulties, rugged, and filled with 
“ fight and treading in the footsteps of the “ thorns; but he regards it  not, so it but 
“ brave, make:resplendent the blood of both “ conducts to battle.”—“ To carry joy to 
“ lines, evon in the presance of the heroes of “  Purmal alone occupied their thoughts :
“ the Ohohan, then will our mother rejoice.” “ the; steeds bounded over the plain like the .>

The envoy having, by this loyal appeal of “ swift-footed deer.” The brothers, ere they 
DewuJ.de, attained the object of his mission, reached Mahoba, halted to put on die s a f f r o n  

the brothers repair to the monarch of ro b s , the sign of .“ wo q u a r t e r ” with the 
Canouj,* in. order to ask permission to Rajpoot warrior. The intelligence of their 
return to M ahoba; this is granted, and they approach filled the Chundail prince with < 
are dismissed with magnificent gifts, in. joy, who adv anced to embrace his defenders, 
which the bardie herald participated ; f  and and conduct them to Mahoba j while the 
the parting valediction was “  p r e s e r v e  th e  queen Malundevi came to  .greet Dewulde, 

f a i t h  o f  R a jp o o ts ."  The omens during the who with the herald bard paid homage, and 
inarch were of the worst kind : as Jugnuk returned;- with the queen to the city. Rich 
expounded them, Ala with a smile replied, gifts were presented, gems resplendent with 
“ Oh bard, though thou eanst dive into the fight. The queen sent for Ala, and extend-,
“  dark recesses of futurity, to the brave all her hands over his head, bestowed the
” omens are happy, even though our heroes (blessing), as kneeling he swore bis
“ shall fall, and the fame of the Chundail head was with Mahoba, and then waved a 
“  must depart; thus in secret does my soul vessel filled with pearls over his head, which 
“  assure me.” The sarus| was alone on the were distributed to his followers. (|
righ t—the eagle as he flew dropped his prey ------— --------------- — ---- ----■--------------— —

—_ _ ------..----------- ~-----------_____-------- . ;_________ * A large rod duck, the emblem of fidelity with the
Rajpoots. t  The jackal. .

Jeichund was then king of this city, only second f  ..Commander of the succours .of Canouj.
to Delhi, He was attacked in 1198 fA.D.) by Shabudin, § Meet is a form of benediction only bestowed by ; 
after his conquest of the Ohohan, driven from liis king- females aad priests : it ia performed by clasping both 
dom, and fohn.l a  watery grave in.the Ganges. hands over the person’s head, and waving a piece of

t  Jugnuk had two villages conferred upon him, silver or other valuable over him, which is bestowed in 
besides an elephant and a dress. charity

t  the phenicopteroo. || This ia a very ancient ceremony, and is called

■i t )  ' <$i
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The bardic herald was rewarded with four “ their souls with joy. They anointed their 
villages. We are then introduced to the “ bodies with fragrant oils, while the celestial 
Chohan camp and council, where Chund the J “ apsaras with ambrosial oils and heavenly 
bard is expatiating on the return of the j “ perfumes- anointed.their, silver forms, tinged.
Binafurs with the succours of Canouj. He “ iheir eyelids, and prepared for the recep- 
recommends his sovereign to send a herald “ tion of heroes.'* The. sound of the war- 

. to the Chundail to announce the expiration “ shell reached Koylas ; the abstraction of 
of the truce, and requiring him to, meet him “ Iswara was at an end—joy seized his soul 
in the field, or abandon Mahoba. According “ at the prospect of completing his chaplet of 
to the bard’s advice, a despatch was tram - “ skulls ( moonda-rnala). The Yoginis danced 
mitted to Purmal, in which the cause of “ with joy, their faces sparkled with delight 
war was recapitulated—the murder of the “ as they seized their vessels to drink the 
wounded ; and stating that, according to “ blood oi the slain. I  he uevonrera of flesh,
Rajpoot faith, he had granted seven days “ the PaM aras, sung songs of triumph at 
beyond the time demanded, “ and although “ the game of battle between the Chohan 
“ so many days had passed since succour had “ and Chundail,.”
“ arrived from Canouj, the lion-horn had not In  another measure* the bard proceeds
“ yet sounded (nna-nad) adding : “ if he to contrast the occupations of his heroes and
“  abandon all desire of combat, let him. pro- the celestials preparatory to the combat,
“  claim his vassalage, to Delhi, and abandon which descriptions are termed mpaca.
“ Mahoba.,” “ The heroes gird on their armour, while the

Purmal received the hostile message in “ heavenly fair deck their persons. They
despair; but . calling his warriors around “ place on their heads the helm crowned
him, he replied to the herald of the Chohan, “ with the war-bell (vira-ahanta), these
that “ on the day of the sun, the first of the “ adjust the corset; they draw the girths
“ month, he would join him in strife.” “ of the war-steed, the fair of the world of

“ On the day sacred to , Sucra (Friday), “ bliss bind the anklet of bells ; nets «£
“  Pirthwiraj sounded the shell, while the drams “ steel defend the turban’s fold, they braid
“ thrice struck proclaimed the truce conclu- “ their hair with golden flowers and gems ;
“ ded.* The standard was brought forth, “ the warrior polishes his falchion—the fair
“ around which the warriors gathered; the “ tints the eyelid with unjun; the hero
“ cup circulated, the prospect of battle filled “ points his dagger, the fair paints a heart
Naehravaii. The author 1ms frequently had a large “  on her forehead ; he braces on his ample 
salver filled with silver coin waved over his head, which u  r  , , , , ,, , , , , ,
was handed for distribution amongst his attendants. buckler-she places the resplendent orb Hi
it is most appropriate from the fair, from -whom also lie “  her ear; he binds his anus with a gauntlet

“  pt > , l ° **“ *  u « * > • * - * »  ^  .., ia, «,<■
* The Sanlth, or war-shell, is thrice Bottnded, and the * This picture recalls the remembrance of Hacon and

nftkarrna strike thrice, when the army is to march,;: but the heroes of the north; with the Valkyrias or choosers 
should it after such proclamation remain on its ground, of thesiam; the celestial maids of war ofSoandiaa- 
a scape-goat is slain m front, of the imperial tent, . J via.
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“ Jmna- The hcro decorates his hand with | “ he alone is of ^ T l i n e a ^  who> p i a d ^  
the tiger^elaw*—the Apeara ornaments with [ “ loyalty on his head, abandons ali thoughts 

« rings and golden bracelets : the warrior “ of self, and lays down his life for his prince;
“ sJmkes tbe ponderous lance—the heavenly « my thoughts are only for Purmal. I f  she 
“ fair the garland of lovef to decorate those “ lives she will show herself a woman, or 
“ who fall in the fight ; she binds on a '‘ emanation of Parvati * The warriors of 
“  neckIace of Pearls> he a mala of the tulaw' 4  « Sambhur shall be cut-in pieces. I  will so 
“ The warrior strings his bow -tho  fair “ illustrate the blood of m y  fathera, that my 
“ aS8nme tkeir hilling glances. Once more “ fame shall last for ever. My son Eendal,
“ the heroes look to their girths, while the “ oh prince! I  bequeath t o ^ u ,  and the 
“  celestial fair prepare their cars.” “ fame of Dewulde is in your keeping ”

Af ter the bard has finished his rupaca, he The queen thus replies : « The warriors of 
exclaims. “ Thus says Chund, the lord of “ the Chohan are fierce a*, they are numer- 
“  verse; with my own eyes have I  seen what “ ous; pay tribute, and save Mahoba.’’ The 
“ I describe.” I t is important to remark, soul of Udila inflamed, and turning to the 
that the national faith of the Rajpoot never queen, « W hy thought you not thus w.he» 
questions the prophetic-.power of their chief “ you slew the defenceless ? But then I  was 
bard, whom they call Tricala, or cognoscent “ unheard. Whence now your wisdom? 
of the past, the present, and the future— a “ thrice I  beseechad you to pardon. Never- 
character which the bard has enjoyed in all “ theless, Mahoba is safe while life remains 
ages and climes ; but Ohund was the last “ in me, and in your cause, oh Purm al! we 
whom they admitted to possess supernatural “ shall espouse celestial brides.”

Vmoa‘ ’ “ Well have you spoken, my son,” said
We must now return to Mahoba, where a Dewulde, “ nothing now remains but to 

grand council had assembled at a final deli- “ make %  parent’s milk resplendent by %  
beration ; at which, shaded by screens, the “ deeds. The calls of the peasant driven 
mother of the Binafura, and the queen “ from his home meets the car, and while wo
Malundevi, were present. The latter thus “ deliberate, our villages an? given to the
opens the debate : « Oh mother of Ala, how “ flames.”  But Purina! replied : « Sakirnf
•may we succeed against the lord of the “ rules the day, to-morrow We shall meet

“  world?§ I f  defeated, lost is Mahoba ; if  “ the foe.” With indignation Ala turned to 
“ we pay tribute, we are loaded with shame.” the king : “  He who can look tamely on 
Dewulde recommends hearing seriatim the “ while the smoke ascends from his m ined 
opinions oi^the chieftains, when Ala thus “ towns, his Helds laid waste, can be no 
speaks : “ Listen, 0  mother, to your son ; « Rajpoot—he who succumbs to fear when

* BagS-naV, wNahar-nnk. ~f Bormata. ' “ his country is invaded, his body will be
4 Mala, a necklace, -T&e tula,•si rudra^a h**/* +Kq * *T » —-■ . . ~ ~ ~ —------— — *—

same estimation amongst tho Hindtis that the misleW a « m m  namos ™ Here it is evi­
l-ad amoftgat the ancient d w lS w a T  t t n  T  7 ^  wM<W *° Un! ot « “»*>* * *
fa battle «  a charm. ’ t T  u T *  * * soflletT *» ®9 which will follow. f Sanichur,

, a  ;;"? -w ')] v1' ‘
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“ plunged into the hell of hells, his soul a “ husband who falls in the field of battle,
« wanderer in the world of spirits for sixty “  will never obtain bliss, 1 but wander a dis- 
“ thousand years ; but the warrior who per- “ contented ghost in the region of unhal- 
« forms his duty will be received: into the “ lowed spirits.’ ”
« mansion of the sun, and his deeds will last This is sufficient to exhibit the supreme 
it for ever.” influence of women, not only on, but also

But corwardice and cruelty always ac- in society.
Company each other, nor could all the The extract is taken from the Bardic 
speeches of the brothers “ Screw his courage historian, when Hindu customs were pure, 
to .the sticking place.” Purmal went to his and the Ohqhan was paramount sovereign 
queen, and gave fresh vent to Ms lamenta- of India. I t  is worth while to compare it 
tion. She upbraided his unmanly spirit, and with another written six centuries after the 
hid. him head his troops and go forth to the conquest by the Mahomedans ; although Six 
fight. The heroes embraced their wives for dynasties—-namely Ghizni, Gor, Khillij, Se- 
the last time, and with the dawn performed yed, Lodi, and Mogul, numbering more 
their pious rites. The Binafur offered obla- than thirty'-kings, had intervened, yet the 
tions to the nine planets, and haying adored same uncontrollable spirit was in full force, 
the image of his tutelary god, he again put unchangeable even in misfortune. Both 
the chain round his neck ;* than calling his Hindu and Persian histroians expatiate with 
son Eendal, and Udila his brother, he once delight on the anecdote ; but we prefer the 
more poured forth his vows to the universal narrative o f the ingenuous Bernier, under 
mother “ that he would illustrate the name of whose eye the incident occurred.
“  Jessraj, and evince the pure blood derived In the civil war for empire amongst the 
“  from Dewulde, whene’er he met the foe.” sons of Shah Jehan, when Armtgzebe opened 
— “ Nobly have you resolved,” said Udila, his career by the deposal of his father and 
“ and shall not my Urbanf also dazzle the the murder of his brothers, the Rajpoots,
“ eyes of Sambhur's lord ? shall he not re- faithful to the emperor, determined to op- 
“ tiro from before me-?”—“ Farewell, my pose him. Under the intrepid Rathote Jes- 
“  children,” said Dewulde, u be true to your want Sing, thirty thousand Rajpoots, chief- 
“  salt, and should you lose your heads for ly of that clan, advanced to the Nerbudda, - 
“  your prince, doubt not you will obtain the and with a magnanimity amounting to im- 
“  celestial crown.” Having ceased, the prudence, they permitted the junction of 
wives of both exclaimed, “ W hat virtuous Morad with Arnngzebe, who under cover of 
“  wife survives her lord ? for thus says artillery served by Frenchmen, crossed the 
u Gori-ji,| ‘ the woman, who £ survives her river almost unopposed. Next morning the

* i t  was a jimtur or phylactery of Hanooman the ao^on commenced,'which continued through- 
monkey deity ; probably a magical stanza, with his out the day. The Rajpoots behaved with

T o i e  of-thenames of M m L l C f C j l a g e  ' their usuaI braverT ; but were surrounded 
will illustrate the subject of Sat* in a f uture chapter. on all sides, and by sunset left ten thousand 
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'■ dead on the field,* The Mahraja retreated « or nine days, without being able to resolve 
j to his own .country, but his wife, a daughter « to see her husband, till at last her mother 

of the Sana of Oodipnr, “ disdained (says “ oorning, brought her in time to herself,
. I “ Forishta) to receive her lord, and shut the ’« composed by assuring her that aa soon as 

1 “ gates; of the castle.” “ the Raja had but refreshed .himself he
Bernier, who was present, says, “ I  can- « would raise another army to fight Ar- 

f y /  “ not forbear to relate the fierce reception «• nngzebe, and repair his honour. By which 
“ which the daughter of the Sana gave to “ story one may see,” says Bernier, “ a pat- 
“ hSr husband Jesswunt Sing, after his de- « tern of'*the courage of the women in that 
“ feat and flight. When she heard he was “ country ;” and be adds this philosophical 
“ nigh, and had understood what had passed “ corollary on this arid the custom of sut- 

in the battle ; that ho bad fought with all u tees, which he had witnessed : <f T h e r e  i s  j 
u possible courage j that he had but four or “  n o t h i n g  w h i c h  o p i n i o n ,  p r e p o s s e s s i o n ,  c u s t o m ,  j 
a hve hundred men left j  and at last, no u h o p e ,  a n d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  h o n o u r , m a g  n o t  m a k e ;  j  

“ longer able to resist the enemy, had been “ men do or safer.’'*
il forced to retrea t; instead of sending some The romantic history of the Ghohan effi- 
“ one to condole him in his misfortunes, she pcror of Delhi abounds in sketches of female 
“ commanded in a dry mood to shut the character ; and in the story of his carrying'
“ gates of the castle, and not to let this off Sunjogta, the princess of Oanouj, we 
“ infamous man enter ; that he was not her have not only the individual portrait of the 
“ husband; that the son-in-law of the great Helen of her country, but in It a faithful 
“ Rana could not have so mean a soul; picture of the sex. We see her, from the 
“  that he was to remember, that being graf- moment when, rejecting the assembled 
“ ted into so illustrious a house, he was to princes, she threw the “ garland of marriage”
“ imitate its v irtue; in a word, he was to round the neck of her hero, the Ghohan 
“ vanquish, or to die. A moment after, she abandon herself to all the influences of 
“ was of another humour ; she commands passion—mix in a combat of five days’ con-*
“ a pile of wood to be laid, that she might tinuance against her father’s array, witness 
“ burn herself; that they abused h e r ; that his overthrow, and the carnage of both 
“ her husband must needs be dead ; that it armies, and subsequently, by her seductive 
“ could not be otherwise. And a little while charms, lulling her lover into a neglect of 
“ after, she was seen to change countenance, every princely duty. Yet when the foes of 
“ to fall into a passion, and break into a Ms glory and power invade India, we see 
“ thousand reproaches against him. In the enchantress at once start from her trance 
“ short, she remained thus transported eight of pleasure, and exchanging the softor for 
— — ;------ i— ------ — —;--------- uk the sterner passions, in accents not less

* * Ti» a pleasure (says Bernier) to see them with strong because mingled with deep affection,
“ the fume of opium ip their heads, embrace each other ________ ■ ' ■ ; ....... ______ ._.___

when the battle is to begin, and gpve their mutual * Bernier’s History of* the huo Revolution o‘ the 
“ farawelis, as men resolved to <*ia.” • Empire of the Mogul, fol. p. 13, ed. 1684.
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she oocojuj^s Mm, while armingldm for the “ moon. Ten buffaloes were sacrificed to 
battle, to die for bis fame, declaring that she “ the supporters of the globe, and gifts were 
will join him in “ the mansions of the sun.” “ made to a ll But will offerings of blood 
Though it is difficult to extract, in passages “ or libations of milk arrest what is decreed ? 
sufficiently condensed, what may con vy a “ If  by these man could undo what is or- 
just idea of this heroine, we shall attempt it “ dained, would Nala or the Pandas have 
in the bard’s; own language, rendered into “ suffered as they did ?” 
prose. He announces the tidings of invasion While the warriors assemble in council to 
by the medium of a dream, which the consult on the best mode of opposing the 
Ohohan thus relates :—• Sultan of Ghizni, the king leaves them to

“ 4 This night, while in. the arms of sleep, deliberate, in order to advise with Sunjogta.
“ 4 a fair, beautiful as Rembba, rudely seized Her reply is curious :
“ 4rny arm ; then she assailed you, and while “ Who asks woman for advice? The 
“ 4 you were struggling, a mighty elephant,* “ world deems their understanding shallow;
44 ‘ infuriated, and hideous "as a demon, bore “ even when truths issue from their lips, none 
“ 4down upon me. Sleep fled—nor Rembba “ listen thereto. Yet what is the world 
“ 4nor demon remained—but,my heart was “ without woman ? We have the forms of 
44 ‘panting, and my quivering lips muttering “ Sacti with the fire of Siva j we are at once 
U(Hur !  H u r l  f  W hat is decreed the gods “ thieves and sanctuaries j wo are vessels of 
“ ‘only know.’ “ virtue and of vice—of knowledge and of

, “ Sunjogta replied, ‘ Victory and fame to “ ignorance. The man of wisdom, the as*
j “ 4 my lord ! Oh sun of the Ohohans, in glory, “ trologer, can from the looks calculate the 
' “ ‘ or in pleasure, who has tasted so deeply “ motion and course of the planets $ but in 

“ ‘as you? To die is the destiny not only of “ the book of woman he is ignorant: and 
“ ‘man but of the gods : all desire to throw “ this is not a saying of to-day, it  ever has 
“ ‘off the old garm ent; but to die well is to been so : our book has not been mastered,
“ 4 live for ever. Think not of self, but of “ therefore, to hide their ignorance, they say,
‘“ immortality ; let your sword divide your “ in woman there is no wisdom! Yet woman 
‘ ‘ foe, and I  will be your ardhangaf here- “ shares your joys and your sorrows. Eeven 
4 * after.’ “ when you depart for the mansion of the

“ The king sought the bard, who expoun- “ sun, we part not. Hunger and thirst wc 
“ ded the dream, and the Guru wrote an “ cheerfully partake with you 5 we are as 
“ incantation, which he placed in his turban, “ the lakes, of which you are the swans ; 5 
“ A thousand brass vessels of fresh milk “ what are you when absent from our 
“ were poured in libations to the sun and “ bosoms ?”

* It b  deemed unlucky to e€e this emblem of Ganesa The a rm ?  h av in g  ass6m bledJ a »d a11 b eing  
iu sleep. prepared to march against the Islamite, in

l  iu common th e  la f -  f 6** b a ttlc  wWoh s u b $ g a t$ l  In d ia ,
phraseology, “other Tmtf." the fair Sunjogta armed her lord for the
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encounter.- In  vain she sought the rings demanded two hours for unmolested prepara- 
of his corslet; her eyes were fixed on the tion, that she might appear in appropriate 
face of the Cliohan, as those of the famished attire, and with the distinction her own and 
wretch who finds a piece of gold. The his rank demanded.
sound of the drum reached the ear of the Ceremonials, on a scale of magnificence 
Chohan ; it was as a death-knell on that of equal to the shortness of the time, were 
Sunjogta : and as he left her to head Delhi’s going on. The song of joy had already 

( heroes, she vowed that henceforward water stifled thq discordant voice of war, and at 
: only should sustain her. “ I  shall see him length the Khan was summoned to the 

“  again in the region of Surya, but never terrace robed in the marriage garb pregpn- 
| “  more in Yoginipur.” * H er prediction was ted to him by the queen, with a necklace 
| fulfilled: her lord was routed, made captive and aigrette of superb jewels from the coffers 

and slain ; and, faithful to her vow, she of Ganore, he hastened to obey the mandate, 
mounted the funeral pyre. and found that fame had not done justice to

Were we called upon to give a pendant her charms. He was desired to be seated, 
if fpr Lncretia, it would be found in the queen and in conversation full of rapture on his 

of Ganore. After having defended five side, hours were as minutes while he gazed 
fortresses against tho foe, she retreated to on the beauty of the queen. But presently 
her last stronghold on the Nerbudda, and his countenance fell—-he complained of h e a t; 
had scarcely left the bark, when the assai- punkas and water were brought'^ but
lants arrived in pursuit. The disheartened they availed him not, and lie began to
defenders were few in number, and the tear the bridal garments from his frame, 
fortress was soon in possession of the foe, when the queen thus addressed him : ** know,
the founder of the family now ruling in “ Khan, that your last hour is come ; our
Bhopal. Tho beauty of the queen of Ganore “ wedding and our death shall be sealed 
was an allurement only secondary to his “ together. The vestments which cover you 
desire for her country, and he invited her “ are poisoned ; you had left me no other 
to reign over if and him. Denial would “ expedient to escape pollution, ’ While all 
have been useless, and would have subjected were horror-struck by this declaration, she 
her to instant coercion, for the Khan awaited sprung from the battlements into the flood 
her reply in the hall below; she therefore beneath. The Khan died in extreme torture, 
sent a message of assent, with a complimen- and was buried on the road to Bhopal j and, 
tary  reflection on his gallant conduct and strange to say, a visit to his grave has the 
determination of pursuit; adding, that he reputation of curing the tertian of that 
merited her hand for liis bravery, and might country.
prepare for the nuptials, which should be We may give another anecdote illustra- 
celebrated on the terrace of the palace. She tive of this extreme delicacy of sentiment,

— - ------ but without so tragical a conclusion. The
* Delhi- celebrated Raja Jey Sing of Ambar had

I f f  <SL
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espoused a princess of Haravati, whose man- bar, a huge bear assaulted a Eajpootni as 
hers and garb, accordant with the simplicl- she was carrying her husband’s dinner. As 
ty  Of that provincial capital, subjected her he approached with an air of gallantry upon 
to the badinage of the more refined court of his hind-legs, doubting whether the food or 
Ambar, whose ladies had added the imperial herself were the intended prey, she retrea- 
costume to their own native dress. One ted behind a large tree, round the trunk of 
day being alone with the pi ince, he began which Bruin, still in his erect attitude, tried 
playfully to contrast the sweeping jupe of all his powers of circumvention to seize her.
Kotah with the more scanty robe of the A t length, half exhausted, she boldly gras- 
belles of his own capital 5 and taking up a ped his paws, and with so vigorous a hold 
pair of scissors, said he would reduce it to an that he roared, with pain, while in vain, with 
equality with the latter. -Offended at such his short neck, did ho endeavour to reach 
levity, she seized his sword, and assuming a the powerful hand which fixed him, While 
threatening attitude, said, “ that in the she was in this dilemma, a purdrn  '(a foreign 
“ house to which she had the honour to soldier of the state) happened to be passing 
“ belong, they were not habituated to jests to the garrison of Gagrown, and she called 
“ of this nature ; that mutual respect was out to him in a voice of such unconcern to 
“ the guardian, not only of happiness but of come and release her for a time, that he 
“ v irtue ;” and she assured him, that if he complied without hesitation. She had not 
ever again so insulted her, he would find retired, however, above a dozen yards ere 
that the daughter of Kotah could use a he called loudly for her return, being scarce- 
sword more effectively, than the prince of ly able to hold his new friend ; but laugh- 
Amber the scissors ; adding, that she would ingly recom.meB.ding perseverance, she has- 
prevent any future scion of her house from tened on, and soon returned with her bus- 
being subjected to similar disrespect, by de- band, who laid the monster prostrate with 
daring such intermarriages ‘ tilac’ or for- his matchlock, and rescued the putdesi from 
bidden, which interdict I  believe yet exists.*' his unpleasing predicament.

I  will appond an anecdote related by the Such, anecdotes might be multiplied ad
celebrated Zalim Sing, characteristic of the infinitum ; but I  will conclude with one dis-
presence of mind, prowess, and physical playing the romantic chivalry of the Raj-
strength of the Rajpoot women. To attend pool, and the influence of the fair in the
and aid in the minutite of husbandry is by formation of character ; it is taken from the
no means uncommon with them, as to dress annals of Jessulmeer, the most remote of
and carry the meals of their husbands to the states of Rajasthan, and situated in the
the fields is a general practice. In the heart of the desort, of which it is an oasis.
jungle which skirts the knolls of Puchapa- Raningdeo was lord of Poogul, a fief of

* physician <w>ie» he unite with his office that Jessulmeer 3 his heir, named: Sadoo, was the 
of. ghostly comforter) has to feel the pulse of Ms , » - , .
patient with a curtain between them, through a rent, the-; desert, carrying his raids even
m which the arm is extended. to the valley of the Indus, and on the east
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to Nagore, Returning from a foray, with The rivals encountered a t Ohondm, where 
a train of captured camels and horses, he Sadoo had halted to repose f  but the brave 
passed by Aureent, where dwelt Manik Rao, Rahtore scorned the advantage of numbers, 
the chief of the Mohils, whose rule extended and a series of single combats ensued, with 
over 1440 villages. Being invited to par- all the forms of chivalry. The first who 
take, of the hospitality of the Mohil, the heir entered the lists was Jeytanga, of the Pahoo 
of Poogul attracted the favourable regards clan, and of the kin of Sadoo, The enemy 
of the old chieftain’s daughter : came upon him by surprise while reposing

“ She loved him for the dangers he had p a s s e d on the ground, his saddle-cloth for Ms 
for he had the fame of being the first never couch, and the bridle of his steed twisted 
of the desert. Although betrothed to the round his arm ; he was soon recognized by- 
heir of the Rahtore of Mundore, she signi- the Sankla, who had often encountered his 
tied her wish to renounce the throne to be prowess, on which he expatiated to Irrinko- 
the bride of the chieftain of Poogul ; and wal, who sent an attendant to awake him ; 
in spite of the dangers he provoked, and but the gallant Panch Kalyan (for such was
contrary to the Mohil chief’s advice, Sadoo, the name of his steed) had already perform-
as a gallant Rajpoot, dared not reject the ed this service, and they found him upbraid- 
overture, and he promised “ to accept, the m g white-legs* for treading upon him. 
coco,”* if sent in form to Poogul. In due Like a true Rajpoot, “ toujour s pret ” he 
time it came, and the nuptials were solemnized received the hostile message, and sent the 
at Aureent. The dower was splendid ; envoy hack with Iris compliments, and a 
gems of high price, vessels of gold and request for some uml or opium, as he had
silver*, a golden bull, and a train of thirteen lost his own supply. With, all courtesy this
dewadharisj or damsels of wisdom and was sent, and prepared by the domestics of 
penetration. ij Lift antagonist; after taking which he lay

Irrinkowal, the slighted heir of Mundore, down to enjoy the customary siesta. As 
determined on revenge, and with four soon as he awoke, he prepared for the coin- 
thousand Rahtores planted himself in the bat, girt on his armour, and having reminded 
path of* Sadoo’s return, aided by the Sankla Panch Kalyan of the fields he had won,
Mehraj, whose son Sadoo had slain. Though and telling him to bear him well that day, 
entreated to add four thousand Mohils to he mounted and advanced. The son of 
his escort, Sadoo deemed his own gallant Chonda admiring his sang froid, and the ad- 
band of seven hundred Bhattis sufficient to dress with which he guided Ms steed, cona- 
convey bis bride to his desert abode, and manded Joda Ckohan, the leader of his 
with difficulty accepted fifty, led byM egraj, party, to encounter the Pahoo. “ Their 
the brother of the bride. two-edged swords soon clashed in combat

*  Sriphala. -*—>---- *-------------- 5..........................................................—
t  Literally ‘lamp-holderssu.eh is the term applied * Panch Kalyan is generally, if not always, a  chest- 

to these handmaids, who invariably form a part of the nut, having four white legs, with a white nose and list 
daeja, or ‘ dower. or star.
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but the gigantic Cholian fell beneath the and given, with her marriage jewels thereon,
Bhatti, TivhOj warmed with the fight, plunged to the bard of the Mohils. The pile was 
amidst his foes, encountering-all he deemed prepared on the field of battle ; and talcing 
worthy his assault. her lord in her embrace, she gave herself up

Tlie M y  t,has began, single combats and to the devouring flames. The dissevered 
actions-of equal parties followed, the rivals limbs were disposed of as commanded ; the 
looking on. At length Sadoo mounted; old Bao of Poogul caused the one to be 
twice he charged the Rah tore1 ranks, carry- burnt, and a tank was excavated on the spot, 
ing death on his lance; each time he which is still called after the heroine, “ the 
returned for the applause of his bride, who lake of Korumdevi.” 
beheld the; battle from her ear. Six hundred This encounter took place in S. 1492, A.D. 
of his foes had fallen, and nearly half his 1407. The brunt of the battle fell on the 
own warriors. He bade her a last adieu, Sanklas, and only twenty five out of three 
while she exhorted him to the fight, saying, hundred and fifty left the field with their 
“ she-would witness his deeds, and if he fell, leader, Mehraj, himself severely wounded.
“ would folio* him even in death.”  Now he The rejected lover had four brothers danger- 
sifegted out his rival Irrinkowal,* who was ously h u r t ; and in six months the wounds 
alike eager to end the strife, and Hot out his of Irrinkowal opened afresh : he died, and 
disgrace in his blood. They m et: some the rites to the manes of these rivals in love, 
seconds were lost in a courteous contention, the chamnami* of Sadoo, and the duadam\ 
each yielding to his rival the first blow, at of Irrinkowal, were celebrated on the same 
length dealt out by Sadoo on the neck of the day.
disappointed Rihtore. I t  was returned with Without pausing to trace the moral springs
the rapidity of lightning, and the daughter of that devotion which influenced the Mohila
of the Mobil saw the steel descend on the maiden, we shall relate the sequel to the
head of her lover. Both fell prostrate to story (though out- of place)! in illustration
the eai-th: but Sadoo's soul had sped ; the of the prosecution of fends throughout.
Rahtore had only swooned. W ith the fall Rajasthan. The fathers now took up the
of the leaders the battle ceased; and the quarrel of their sons ; and as it was by the
fair cause of strife, Korumdevi, at once a prowess of the Sankla Vassal of Mundoro
Virgin, a  wife, and a widow, prepared to that the hand of Sadoo was discomfited, the
follow her affianced. Calling for a sword, old Rao Raningdeo, drew together the lances
with one arm she dissevered Lie other, desir- Qf  Poogul, and carried destruction into the
ing it might be conveyed to the father of her £ef  Qf The Sanklas yield in valour
lord—“ tell him such was Ms daughter.” ~~--- — ; — —----- —----------r------- --------——

i on * The rit<?s to me manes on tile completion of the 
The other she commanded to be struck off, < s;xth month.’

« ~ 2 r m k m a l ,  * the Totes ot the desert,’ from, aranya  t  The rites to the manes on the ‘ twelfth day.’
(S ansk rit), ‘ a  waste,? a n d  comala (p ronounced  hmaV), j  The greater p o rtio n  of these anecdotes, the lonnda- 
. a  lotus ;> classically i t  sh o u ld  be w ritte n  aranem ala; Won of n a tio n a l ch arac te r, w ill a p p e a r  in  th e  respective 
T w rite  i t  as pronounced. an n als ,
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to none of the brave races who inhabit the. marriage to Chonda, and went so far as to 
u region o f death f  and Meliraj was th e . say, that if lie suspected aught unfair, ho 
father of Harba Sankla, the Palladiu of would, though contrary to custom and his 
Maroodea, whose exploits are yet the theme own dignity, send the Bhatti princess to 
of the erratic bards of Rajasthan. Whether Nagore. This course being deemed the 
he was unprepared for the assault, or over- wisest, Chonda acquiesced in, his desire “ fo 
come by n umbers, three hundred of his .kin extinguish the feud (rnr bujqQnetJ” 
and clan moistened the sand-hills of the Fifty covered chariots were prepared as 
Loom with their blood, Eaningcleo, flushed the nuptial cortege, but which, instead of the 
with revenge and laden with spoil, had bride and her handmaids, contained the 
reached his own frontier, when he was over- bravest men of Poogul. These were preceded 
taken by Okonda of Mundore, alike eager to by a train of horses led by Rajpoots, of 
avenge the loss of his son Irrinkowai, and whom seven hundred also attended the 
this destructive inroad on his vassal. A camels laden with baggage, provisions, and 
desperate conflict ensued, in which the Rao. gifts, while a small armed retinue brought 
of Poogul was slain r and the Tiahtoro ro- tip the rear. The king’s troops, amounting 
turned in triumph to Mundore. to one thousand horse, remained at a cauti-

Unequal to cope with the princes of cuts distance behind. Chonda left Nagore 
Mundore, the two remaining sons of Baaing- to meet the cavalcade and his bride, and had 
deo, Tunno and Mairah, resolved to abandon reached the chariots ere his suspicions were 
their faith, in order to preserve the point of excited. Observing, however, some matters 
honour, and “ to take np their father's feud!’* which little savoured of festivity, the Rah- 
At this period the king, Khizer Khan, was tore commenced his retreat. Upon this the 
at Mooltan; to him they went, and by offers chiefs rushed from their chariots and camels, 
of service and an open apostacy, obtained and the royal auxiliaries advancing, Chonda 
a force to march against Chonda, who had was assailed and fell at the gate of Nagore ; 
recently added Nagore to his growing and friend and foe entering the city to- 
dominions. While the brothers were thus gether, a scene of general plunder corn- 
negotiating, they were joined by Keelun, menced.
the third son of their common sovereign, the Once more the feud was balanced ; a son 
Itawul of Jessulmeer, who advised the use of and a father had fallen on each side, and the 
chul, which with the Rajpoot means indiffe- petty Rao of Poogul had bravely maintained 
xently stratagem.- or treachery, so that it the user against the princes of Mundore. 
facilitates revenge. With the ostensible The point of honour had been carried to the 
motive of ending their feuds, and restoring utmost bound by both parties, and an op- 
tranquillity to their borderers, whose sole portunity of reconciliation was at hand, 
occupation was watching, burning, and which prevented the shadow of disgrace 
devastating, Keelun offered a daughter in either to him who made or him who aceep- 

* Bap ra wer Iona, ted the overture. The Rah tores dreaded

. 1 t *



the loss of the recent acquisition, Nagore, father's House, but also that of her, lover ; 
and proposed to the Bhattis to seal their and as the fourteen hundred and fortv 
pacification with the blood of their common towns, which owned the sway of the former, 
foe. United, they foil on the spoil-encum- were not long- after absorbed into the aeeu- 

' Herod Tatars, whom they slew to a man,* inula ting. territory of Mundore, this insult 
Their father’s feud thus revenged, the sons may have been the cause of the extirpation of 
of Raningdeo (who, as apostates from their the Mohils, as it was of the Bhattis of Poogul. 
faith, could no longer hold Poogul in fief, The influence, of women on Rajpoot socie 
which was retained by Keolun, who had ty  is marked in every page of Hindu his* 
aided their revenge) retired amongst the tory, from the most remote periods. W hat 
abken'ia Bhattis, and their descendants are led to the wars of Rama ? the rape of Sita, 
now styled Moorhun Mugulman Bhatti, W hat rendered deadly the feuds of the

From such anecdotes, it  will be obvious Yadus ? the insult to Droupadi. W hat 
Wherein consists the point of honour with made prince Naia an exile from Nirwur ? 
the Rajpoots ; and it is not improbable that Ms love for Damayanti. W hat made Raja 
the very cause which- has induced an opini- Bhartri abandon the throne of Avantl ? the 
on that females can have no influence on loss of Pingala. What subjected the Hindu 
the lords of the creation, namely, their se- to the dominion of the Islamite ? the rape 
elusion, operates powerfully in the contrary of the princess of Canonj. In  line, the 
way. cause which overturned kingdoms, commit

In  spite of this seclusion, the knowledge ted the sceptre to the pilgrim’s staff, and 
of their accomplishments and of their per- formed the groundwork of all their grand 
sonal perfections, radiates wherever the epics, is woman. In ancient, and even in 
itinerant bard can travel. Though invisible modem times, she had more than a netra- 
themselves, they can see ; and accident tive in the choice of a husband, and this 
often favours public report, and brings the choice fell on the gallant and the gay. The 
object of renown within the sphere of fair Droupadi wa3 the prize of the best 
personal observation: as in the ease of archer, and the Pandu Arjuna established
Sadoo and the Mohila maiden. Placed be- his feme, and bope her from all the suitors 
hind screens, they see the youths of all of Kampila, The princess of Canonj', when 
countries, and there are occasions when led through ranks of the princes of Hind, • 
permanent impressions are made, during each hoping to be the object of her choice, 
tournaments and other m artia l. exercises, threw the marriage-garland (burmala) over 
Here we have just seen, that the passion of the neck of the effigy of the Chohan, which 
the daughter of the Mobil was fostered at her father in derision had placed as porter 
the risk of the destruction not only of her at the gate. Here was incense to feme and

■' Khisser Khan succeeded to the throne of Delhi in mc‘eDtlYe to gallantry P  
A.©. U U , and according to the Jcssulmeer annals, the * The Samnite custom, so lauded by Montesquieu aathe
commencement of these feuds was in A.D. 1407. reward of youthful virtue, was akin in sentiment to the
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lu  the same mamier, as related in another illustrated than in the ever-recurring 
part of this work, did the princess of Kishen- simile, “ make thy mother’s milk rospleu -
gurh invite Rana .Raj Sing to bear her d e n t t h e  full force of which we .have, in
from the impending union with the emperor the powerful, though over-strained expres- 
of the Moguls; and abundant other ins- sion of the Boondi queen’s joy on the an-
taneeg could be adduced of the free agency nouncement of the heroic death of her son :
of these, invisibles. “  the long-dried fountain at which he fed,

I t  were superfluous to reason on the ef- <e jotted' forth as she listened to the tale of 
fects of traditional histories, such as these, l" his death, and the marble pavement, on 
on the minds and manners of the females of “. which it fell, rent asunder.” Equally futile 
Rajasthan. They form the amusement of' would it be to reason on the intensity o! 
their lives, and the grand topic in all their sentiment thus implanted in the infant 
conversaziones; they read them, with the Rajpoot, of whom we may say without 
PuroUt, and they haye them sung by the metaphor, the shield is his cradle, and dag- 
itinerant bard or Dholi minstrel, who dis- gers his playthings% and -with whom the 
seminates them wherever the Rajpoot name first commandment is, “ avenge thy father's 
extends. The Rajpoot mother claims her feud;” on which they can heap text 
full share in the glory of her son, who im- upon text, from the days of the great 
bibes at the maternal fount his first rttdf- Pandti moralist Vyasa, to the not less, in- 
ments of chivalry ; and the importance of fluential bard of their nation, the Tricala 
this parental instruction cannot be better Chtuid.

C H A PT E R  m i l

Origin ,qf female immolation.-—The sacrifice o f Sati, the m fe 'o f Ism ra.—-The- motive-to it
considered.—.Infanticide—its causes among the Rajpoots, the llajkwmars and, the Jarejas.-----
The rite of Johur.-—*Female captives in war enslaved.— Summary of the Rajpoot character 
-—their familiar habits,—-Theme of Opium.—Hunting.—-The use of ‘weapons.—Jaitis, or 
wrestlers.-—Armouries.—Music.— Feats o f dexterity.-—-Maharaja Sheodcm Sing.—Literary 
qualifications o f the Princes— Household economy—_furniture— dress, ifc.

W e  now proceed to consider another tra it practice of female immolation, and to  in- 
of Rajpoot character, exemplified in the quire whether religion, custom, or affection,

Rajpoot, except that the fair Rajpootai made herself the has most share in such sacrifice. To arrive
sole radge of merit in te r  choice* f t was more calcula- —————   :— -— - — *— -—— — -— f  ..— _
ted for republican than aristooratic sooiefcy“ On “oela etait, pour ainst,dire, la dot de la rerttt.” It;
‘ ■ assembloit tous les jeunes gens, et on leg jugepit; ■would be difficult, adds Motesquiou, to imagine a more 
■ celui qui etait declare Ie meilieur de tout prenoit pour j noble recompense, or one less expensive to a petty slate,
■■ sa! femme la lille qu’ii voaloit: 1’amour, la beaute, la 1 or more tafhtential- on the conduct of both sexes.™ ■
‘•ohestete, la vertu, la naissanoe, les riches^s mehjejtont I VMprit des Lois. Chap, svi, liwe. vii.
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~;~»asgg~!~sg!3gs^  ̂ :
a t the origin of this rite, wa must trace it chief characteristic of satiism, is. its expia- 
to the recesses of mythology, where we shall . ting quality-: for by this act of faith, the 
discover the precedent in the example of Sati not only makes atonement for the sins 
Sati, who to, avenge an insult to Iswara, in of her husband, and secures the remission 
her own father’s omission to ask her lord to of her own, but has the joyful assurance of 
an entertainment, consumed herself in the reunion to tho object whose beatitude she 
presence of the assembled gods. With this procures. Having once imbibed this doe- 
act of fealty (sati) the name of Daksha’s trine, its fulfilment is powerfully aided by 
daughter has been identified ; and her re- that heroism of character inherent to the 
generation and reunion to her husband, as Rajpootni; though We see that the strain- 
the mountain-nymph Mera, Or 4 Parvati,* tent of religion requires no aid even in the 
furnish the-incentive to similar acts. Ill the timid female of Bengal,' who, relying on 
history of these celestial beings, the Raj- tho promise of regeneration,' teys her head 
pootni has a memorable lesson before her, on tho pyre with the most philosophical 
that no domestic differences can afford ex- composure.
emption from this proof of faith : for Jnpi- Nothing short of the abrogation of the
tel* and Juno were not more eminent ex- doctrines which pronounce such sacrifices 
amplcs of connubial discord than Mera and exculpatory can he effectual in preventing 
Siva, who was not only alike unfaithful, them ; but this would' be to overturn tho 
but more cruel, driving Mera from his fundamental article of their creed, the no- 
Olympus (Kbytes), and forcing her to seek tion of metempsychosis. Further research 
refuge in the murky caverns of Caucasus, may disclose means more attainable, and 
Female immolation, therefore, originated the sacred Sastras are at once the surest 
with (he sun-worshipping Saivas, and was and the safest. Whoever has examined 
common to all those nations who adored these; is aware of the conflict of authorities 
this the most splendid object of the visible for and against cremation j but a proper 
creation. Witness the Seythic Gete o r  Ju t application of them (and they are the high- 
warrior of the Jaxartes, who devoted his est who give it not their sanction) has, I  
wife, horse, arms, and slaves, to the flames j believe, never been resorted to. Vyasa, the 
the “ giant Goto” of Scandinavia, who for- chronicler of the Yadus, a race whose man- 
got not on the shores of the Baltic his hers were decidedly Seythic, is the groat 
Transosianian habits ; and the Frisian advocate for female sacrifice : ho (in the 
Frank and Saxon descended from him, who Mahabharat) pronounces the expiation per- 
ages after omitted only the female. Could feet. But Mann inculcates no such doc- 
we assign the primary cause o f a custom trine ■ and although the state of widowhood 
so opposed to the first law of nature with he recommends might be deemed onerous by 
the same certainty that we can prove its the fair sex of the west, it would be eonsi- 
high antiquity, we might be enabled to dered little hardship in the east. “ Bother 
devise some means for its abolition. The “  emaciate her body, by'Kving voluntarily on
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“ pure flowers, roots, and f ru it; but let her been, written on--this subject, that we shall 
“ not, when her lord is deceased, even pro- not pursue it farther in this place ; but 
:« trounce the name of another man.” Again proceed to consider a still more inhuman 
he says, “ A virtuous wife ascends to heaven, practice, infanticide.
“ if, after the decease of her lord, she devote Although custom sanctions, and religion 
“ herself to pious austerity ; but a widow, rewards, a Sati, the victim to marital selfish- 
« slights her deceased husband by ness, yet, to the honour of humanity, neither 
“ marrying again, brings disgrace on herself traditionary adage nor religious text can - be 
“ here below, and shall be excluded from the quoted in support of a practice so revolting 
“  seat of her lord,”* as infanticide. Man alone, of the whole

These and many other texts,* enjoining animal creation, is equal to the ta.sk of des- 
purity of life and manners to the widow, are troying his offspring : for instinct preserves 
to be found in this first authority, but none what reason destroys. The wife is the sacrh
demanding such a cruel pledge of affection, fice to his egotism, and the progeny of her
Abstinence from the common pursuits of life own sex to his pride j and if the unconscious 
and entire self-denial, are rewarded by “ high infant should escape the influence of the 
“ renown in this world, and in the next the latter, she is only reserved to become the
“ abode of her husband;” and procure for victim of the former at the period when life
her the title of “sadhvi or the virtuous ” is most desirous of extension. I f  the female 
These are deemed sufficient pledges of affect- reasoned on her destiny, its hardships are
iion bv the first of sages.t So much has sufficient to Stifle all sense of joy, and

' _______ _______ -— ---- ------------- produce indifference; to life. When a female
* Manta, on Women, chap. v« text 1ST, 160,161. born, no anxious inquiries await the
t  Were all Mann’s maxims on this head collected, '•

and with other good authorities, printed, circulated, mother—no greetings welcome the new-
and supported by Hindu missionaries, who might be comer. who. appears an intruder on the
brought to advocate the abolition of Satiism, some _—— - — ..—— —,— ..... ...... .....———-————■—--—— ----

,, • goo ! might be effected. Let every text tending to the is no adequate religions ordinance for the horrid sacri-
respii-'iiability of -widowhood be made prominent, and fice, Mr. 0. observes (p. 220) : “.Though an alter- 
degrade the opponents by enumerating the weak points « native ha allowed, the Hindu legislators have shewn 
they abound in. Instance the polyaudrism which pre- • « itoetnselveg disposed to enbonrage widows to bom -them- 
vailed among the Pantlus, whose high priest Vyasa was “ selves with their husband’s corpse.” In this paper 
an illegitimate branch; though above all would be he will find too many authorities deemed sacred for its 
the efficacy of the abolition of polygamy, which in support ; but it is only by knowing the fall extent of 
the lower classes leaves women destitute, and in the the prejudices and carefully collecting the conflicting 
higher condemns them to"mortification and neglect, authorities, that we can provide the means to overcome 
Whatever result such a coarse might produce, there it. Jehaugir legislated for the abolition of this prac- 
can be no danger in the experiment.. Such sacrifices tiee by successive ordinances. At first he commanded 
must operate powerfully on manners ; and, barbarous that no woman, being mother of a family, should under 
as is the custom, yet while it springs from the same any circumstances be permitted, however willing, to 
principle, i t  ought to improve the condition of women immolate herself; and subsequently the prohibition 
from the fear that harsh treatment of them might was made entire when the slightest compulsion was 

ft defeat the atonement hereafter. Let the advocate lor required, “ whatever the assurances of the people 
the abolition of this practice by the hand of power, might be.” The royal commentator records no renc- 
read attentively Mr. Colebrooke’s essay “ On the Duties Won. We might imitate Jehangir, and adopting the 
of a faithful Hindu Widow,” in the fourth volume of partially prohibitive ordinance, forbid the sacrifice 
the A s 'mUo Beuarclm, to correct the notion that there | where there was a family to rear,
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scene, which often closes in the ho up of its fact, a  modification of the. same feeling, 
birth. But the very silence with which a which characterizes the Rajpoot and the 
female birth is accompanied, forcibly ex- ancien t German warrior,*—the dread of (Es­
pressos sorrow; and we dare not say, that honour to the fair : the former raises the 
many compunctious visiting* do not obtrude poniard to  the breast of his wife rather than, 
themselves on those, who, in accordance with witness her captivity, and he gives the opiate 
custom and imagined necessity, are thus to the infant, whom, if he cannot portion 
compelled to violate the sentiments of nature, and m arry to her equal, he, dare not see 
.Families may exult in the Satis which their degraded.
cenotaphs pourtray, but none ever heard a Although, religion no whore authorizes 
Rajpoot boast of the destruction of his infant this barbarity, the laws which*' regulate mar- 
progeny. riago amongst the Rajpoots powerfully

W hat are the causes, we may aide, -suffi- promot e infanticide. Not only is inter- 
cienfly powerful to induce the suppression of marriage prohibited between families of the 
a feeling which every sentient being has in 8ame clau (eampa)y but between those of the 
common for its offspring? To .suppose the same tribe (ffote) j and though, centuries may 
Rajpoot devoid of this sentiment, would argue have intervened' since their separation, and 

' his deficiency in the ordinary attributes of branches thus transplanted may have lost 
humanity r often is he heard to exclaim, their original patronymic, they" can never 
“ accursed the day when a woman child was be ingrafted on the original stem i for in- 
“ bora to me 1** The same motive which stance, though eight centuries have separa- 
studded Europe with convents, in which ted the two grand subdivisions of the Geh- 
yoUth and beauty wero immured until libera- totes, and the younger, the Seesodia, has 
tod by death, first prompted the Rajpoot to superseded’ the elder, the Aharya, each rul~ 
infanticide.: ami, however revolting the ing distinct states, a marriage between any 
policy, if is perhaps kindness compared itt 0f the branches would he deemed incestu- 
inearceration. There can he no doubt that 0us : the Seesodia is yet brother to the 
monastic seclusion, practised by the Frisians Aharya, and regards every female of the 
in France, l he Langobardi in Italy, and the race as his sister. Every tribe has there- 
Visigoths in Spain, was brought from Central fore to look abroad, to a race distinct from 
Asia, the cradle of the* Goths.* It is, in its own, for suitors for the females. Foreign .

~ ~ ” ~~~ ' . 7 ~ * w*r> internationa! feuds, or other calamities,
* The ehikera, a Seythk. race mt.ab.ting the banks effect tribes the most remote from each

of the Indus, at atiearly period of history were given u u tu  eaou
to infanticide. “ It was a custom,” says PerWita, “ as ether; nor can war or famine thin the clans
“soon® a female child wil3 born, to carry her to the of Marwar, without diminishing the female 

market-place and there proclaim aloud, holding the ’ ®
“ child in one hand, and a knife in the 'Other, that any p o p u la t io n  of Ambar : thus both suffer in  
“ one wanting a wife might have her; otherwise s h e ----- ------— —----~--------- x_..’ ......?  ” ■  ’

^  tMS T T h  th6y ha3 a0Ie h« . nhc « *  *P a mark at the door, which being observed
m z r  to i ^ i r S r  cu:to?  °i s * * 4 ou*». withdrew m  *&& «.husbands to 0310 -wife. When any one husband visited moved,

126
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a twofold degree. Many virtuous and liu~ ble on these occasions, and pour forth their 
mane princes have endeavoured to cheek epithalamiums in praise of the virtue of 
or mitigate an evil, in the eradication of liberality. The bardais are the grand re- 
which. every parental feeling would eo- corders- of fame, and the volume of pre- 
operate, Sumptuary edicts alone can cedent is always recurred to, in citing the 
control it ;  and the Rajpoots were never liberality of former chiefs ; while the dread 
sufficiently enamoured of despotism to pet- of their satire (viserva, literally 4 poison’)
Jnit it to rule within their private dwellings, shuts the eyes of the chiefs to consequences,
The plan proposed, and in some degree fol- and they are only anxious to maintain the 
lowed by the great Jey Sing of Ambar, reputation of their ancestors, though fraught 
might with, caution be pursued, and With with future ruin. “ The Daliima emptied 
great probability of success. He submitted “ his coffers,” (says Chund, the pole-star of 
to the prince of every Rajpoot state a de- the Rajpoots), “ on the marriage of his 
cree, which was laid before a convocation “ daughter with Pirthwiraj; but he filled them 
of their respective vassals, in which he re- “ with the praises of mankind.” The same 
gulated the da&ja or dower, and other mar- bard retails every article of these daejas or 
riage expenditure, with reference to the pro- i dowers,’ which thus become precedents for 
petty of the vassal, limiting it to one year’s future ages $ and the., “ fee pasmo,r’ then 
income of the estate. This plan was, how- established for the chief bardai, has become 
ever, frustrated by the vanity of the Chon- a model to posterity. Even now the Rana 
clawut of Saloombra, who expended on the of Oodipur, in his season of poverty, at 
marriage of his daughter a sum even great- the recent marriage of his daughters hos­
ier than his sovereign could have afforded ; towed “ the gift of a lac” on the chief bard ; 
and to have his name blazoned bv the bards though the articles of gold, horses, clothes, 
and genealogists, he sacrificed the beneficent &0. were included in the estimate, and at 
views of one of the wisest of the Rajpoot an undue valuation, which rendered the gift 
race. Until vanity Suffers itself to be con- not quite so precious as in the days of the 
troled, and the aristocratic Rajpoot submit Cholian. Were bonds taken from all the 
to tepulican simplicity,* the evils arising feudal chiefs, and a penal clause inserted, 
from nuptial profusion will not cease, Un- of forfeiture of their fief by all who exceed- 
fortunately, those who could check it, find ed * fixed nuptial expenditure, the axe 
their interest in stimulating it, namely, the would be laid, to the root, the evil would be 
whole class of mangtas (mendicants), bards, checked, and the heart of many a mother 
minstrels, jugglers, Brahmins, who assem* (and we may add, father) be gladdened, by
-------------- -r—-t-- f-w — ----- -pr'-rs preserving at once the point of honour and

* Could they be induced to adopt the custom of the ,, . , , , , , ,  , , , . . ,
ancient Marsellois, in fan tic id e  might cease • “  Marseille th e ,r  °hlil1  W h e n  1« n o r a Q c e  d e c la l tn S  a « a i n s t  
“fofc fa ploa sage dea republiqnesde son temps < les the gratuitous 3.0V6 of’ luurder amongst

iiv, v. 21. equally by its short-sighted conclusions.
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s» ad live affected philanthropy which over- the increased pressure of the cause which 
looks all remedy but th e <e sic volo," Sir gave i t  birth, and .the difficulty of establish- 
John Shore; when acting on the suggestions iug their daughters in wedlock. Raja Jey 
of the benevolent Duncan for the suppres- Sing’s enactment went far to remedy this, 
sion of this practice amongst the Raj- Conjoin bis plan with Mr, Duncan’s provide 
feunjars, judged more wisely as a politician, dowers, and infanticide will cease. It is 
and more charitably in his estimate of only by removing the cause, that the con- 
human motives, “  A prohibition,” says he, sequences can be averted.
“ enforced by the denunciation of the se- As to the almost universality of this pra< >
“ vercst temporal penalties, would have had tiee amongst the Jarejas, the leading cause,
<! little efficacy in abolishing a custom which which will also operate to its continuance,
“ existed in opposition to the feelings of hu- has been entirely overlooked. The. Jarejas 
“ tuanity and natural affection b u t “ the were Rajpoots, a subdivision of the Yadns $j 
“  sanction of that religion which the Raj- but by intermarriage with the Mahomedans, 
u knmars professed, was appealed to in aid to whose faith they became proselytes, they 
“ of the ordinances of civil authority ; and lost their caste. Political causes have dis- 
{‘ an engagement binding themselves to united thorn from the Mahomedans, and 
“ desist from the barbarous practice was they desire again to be considered as pure 
“ prepared, and circulated for signature Rajpoots ; but having been contaminated,
(i amongst the Rajkumars.” I t  may well no Rajpoot will intermarry with them. The 
be doubted how far this influence could ex- owner of a hyde of land, whether Seesodia, 
tend, when the root of the evil remained Rahtore, or Chohan, would scorn the hand 
untouched, though not unseen, as the philan- of a Jareja princess. Can the “ sic volo” be 
thropic Dufacan pointed out in the confession applied to men who think in this fashion ? 
of the Rajkumars t “ all unequivocally Having thus pointed out the causes of the 
“ admitted it, but all did not fully acknow- sacrifice of widows and of infants, I  shall 
“' ledge its atrocity j and the only reason touch on the yet more awful rite of Johur,
“ they assigned for the inhuman practice when a whole tribe may become extinct, of 
“ was, the great expense of procuring suit- which several, instances have been recorded 
“ able matches for their daughters, if they in the annals of Mewar. To the lair of 
u allowed them to grow up.” The Raj- other lands the fate of the Rnjpootni must . 
koomar is one of Ohohan sachce, chief of the appear one of appalling hardship. In each 
Agniculas, and in proportion to its high and stage of life, death is ready to claim her ? 
well-deserved pretensions on the score of by the poppy a t its dawn, by the flames in 
honour, it has more infanticides than any riper years ; while the safety of the interval 
other of the 11 thirty-six royal races'' depending on the uncertainty of war, at 
Amongst those of this race out of the pale no period is her existence worth a twelve- 
of feudalism, and subjected to powers not month’s purchase. The loss of a battle, or 
.Rajpoot, the .practice is four-fold greater, from the capture of a city, is-a Signal to avoid



captivity and its horrors, which to the “ law.” * 'That forcible marriage in the Hindu 
Rajpootni are worse than death. To the law termed Bahslma, viz. “ the seizure of a 
doctrines, of Christianity, Europe owes tho “ maiden by force from her house while she, 
boon of protection to the helpless and the “ weeps and calls for assistance, after her 
fair, who are comparatively safe amidst the “ kinsman and friends have been slain in 
vicissitudes of war ; to which security the “ battle,”+ is the counterpart of the ordinance 
chivalry of the middle ages doubtless con- regarding the usage of a captive in the 
tributed. But it is singular that a nation Pentateuch,% excepting the “ shaving of the 
so refined, so scrupulous in .its  ideas with “ h e a d ”  which is the sign of complete 
regard to females, as the Rajpoot, should slavery with the Hindu. When Hector, 
not have entered into some national compact anticipating his fall, predicts the fate which 
to abandon such proof of success as the awaits Andromache, he draws a forcible 
bondage " of the sex. We can enter into picture of the misery of the Rajpoot; but 
the feelings, and applaud the deed, which the latter, instead of a lachrymose and oner- 
ensured the preservation of their honour rating harangue as he prepared for the 
by the fatal johur, when the foe was the battle with the same chance of defeat, would 
brutalized Tatar. But the practice was have, spared her the pain of plying the 
common im the international wars of tho “ Argive loom” by her death. To prevent 
Rajpoots ; and I possess numerous inscrip- such degradation, the brave Rajpoot has 
tions (on stone and on brass), which record recourse to thejbhur, or immolation of every 
as the first token of victory the captive female of the family: nor can we doubt 
wives of the foernan. When “ the mother that, educated as are the females of that 
“ of Siaera looked out of tho window, and country, they gladly embrace such a refuge 
“ cried through the lattice, why tarry the from pollution. Who would not be a Raj- 
“ wheels of his chariot—-have they n o t spied ? poofc in such a case ? The very term widow 
“ have they not divided tbs prey, to every (rand), is used in common parlance as one 
“ man a damsel or two?” t  we have a of reproach,§ 
perfect picture of the Rajpoot mother ox- T m*«, onMairiage, art. ' *, J
pecting her son from the foray. . t  Mann, on Marriage, art, 38.

' Tho J e m *  law regard to female £ >
captives was perfectly analogous to that of “ into thine hands, and thou hast taken them captive
M ann; both declare them “ lawful prize,” “ f dseest w*W captives,a beanUM woman,'and

' J “ hast a desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her 
and. both Moses and Manu establish rules “ to thy wife; then thou shalt bring her houia to thins
san c tio n in g  th e  m arriag e  o f  such cap tives “ hol'8e> aaU  she shall shave her head, and pare her 

*  r  . “ nails ; and she shall put the raiment of hCr captivity
with the cap to rs. “ W h e n  a g irl is made “ from off her, and shall remain fa thine house, and
“ captive b y  her lover, after a victory over 1 bewail her father and her mother a fall month: and 

, . ,, . . . .  . “ after that thou sljalt go in unto her, and be her
lior kinsman, marriage is permitted by “ husband, and she shall be thy wi& ’—Deni, chap,

* . X \ r  t ? damm' -in ! S 7 t y *  iS§ I o r ' i  my subaltern clays, and wanderings
female slave in Hindi. t  Judges, y, 38*30, through countries then, little known, one of my fiajpoot
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Manu commands that whoever accosts a In the following text he pays an unequivocal 
woman shall do so by the title of “ sister”* compliment to her power : “ a female is able 
aqd that “ way must be made for her, even “ to draw from the right path in this .life, not 
“ as for the aged, for a priest, a prince, or a “ a fool only, but even a sage, and can lead 
“ bridegroom;” and in the admirable text “ him in subjection to desire or to wrath.” 
on the laws of hospitality, lie ordains that With, this acknowledgment from the very 
(t pregnant women, brides, and damsels, fountain of authority, we havb some ground 
“ shall have foodf before all the other for asserting that “ les femnies font les 
“ guests;’* which, with various other texts, “ moeurs,” even in Rajpootana,; and that 
appears to indicate a time when women were though immured and in visible, their influence 
less than how objects of restra in t; a custom on society is not less certain than if they 
attributable to the paramount dominion of moved in the glare of open day. 
the Moliamedans, from whose rigid system Most erroneous ideas have been formed of 
the Hindus have borrowed. But so many the Hindu female from the pictures drawn 
conflicting texts are to be found in the pages by those who never left the banks of the 
of Manu, that we may pronounce the com- Ganges. They are represented as degraded 
pilation never to have been the work of the beings, and that not one in many thousands 
same legislator : from whose diota we may can even read. I would ask such travellers, 
select with equal facility texts tending to whether they know the name of Rajpoot, for 
degrade as to exalt the sex. For the follow- there are few of the lowest chieftains, whose 
trig he would meet with many plaudits: daughters are not instructed both to read
“ Let women be constantly supplied with and w rite ; though the customs of the 
“ ornaments at festivals and jubilees, for if country requiring much form in epistolary 
“  the wife be not elegantly attired, she will writing, only the signature is made to letters.
“ not exhilarate her husband. .A wife gaily But of their intellect, and knowledge of 
“ adorned, the whole house is embellished.” !  mankind, whoever has had to converse with

.'soldiers at the asked a a EajPootni guardian of her son’s rights,
woman for the rope and bucket by the uncivil term of must draw a very different conclusion.*
w : « Myn. RajpooUi • l  am a BajputoV she Though excluded by the Salic law of India
replied in the Hara dialect, to which tribe she belon- °  J “
< ; e d Rajpoot ea ma oAo,’, ‘ and the mother of from governing, they are declared to be fit

regents during minority; s ,d  the history of •
by the endearing and respectful epithet of “ mother.” ------ ---------- ---- -——t—----- r------ — — -------------
It was soon granted, and filling Ms brass vessel, she * I  have convened for hours with the Boondi queen- 
dismissed him with the epithet of “ son,” and a gentle mother on the affairs of her government and welfare of 
reproof. Kulian was himself a Bajpoot, and a bolder her infant son, to whom. I was left guardian by his 
lives not, if he still exist ; this was in 1807, and in dying father. She had adopted me as her brother: but 
1817 he gained his sergeant’s knot, as one of the thirty- the conversation was always in the presence of a third, 
two firelocks of my guard, who led the attack, and person in her confidence, and a curtain separated us. 
defeated a camp of fifteen hundred Pindarries. Her sentiments shewed invariably a correct and ex-

* On Education, art. 129. tensive knowledge, which was equally apparent in her
f  Ou: Marriage, ait. 114, letters, of which I, had many. I  could give many
1 Oh Marriage, arts, 57, 60, 61, 62, 63. similar instances,
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India is filled with anecdotes of able and use these shields of the weak against contiim- 
valiant females in this capacity.* ous oppression. Every court in Rajasthan has

The more prominent traits of character its characteristic epithet; and there is none 
will be found disseminated throughout the hold more contemptible than the affix of 
Annals; we shall therefore omit the. cos- jootha durlar, ‘ the lying court,’ applied to 
ternary summaries of nationalities, those Jeypur : while the most comprehensive 
fanciful debtor and creditor accounts, with measure of praise is  the simple epithet of 
their balanced amount, favourable or un- mchfut,,* 4 the truth-teller, ’ Again, there are 
favourable according to the disposition of many shades between deceit and dissimula- 
th© observer; and from the anecdotes tion : the one springs from natural de- 
scattered through these pages, leave the pravity ; the other may bo assumed, as with 
reader to form his own judgment of the the Rajpoot, in self-defence. But their 
Rajpoot High courage, patriotism, loyalty, laws, tile mode of administering thorn, and 
honour, hospitality, and simplicity, are quali- the operation of external causes, must be 
ties which must at once be conceded to attentively considered, before we can form a 
them; and if we cannot vindicate them from just conclusion of the springs which re­
charges to which human nature in  every gnlate the character of a people. W e must 
©lime is obnoxious; if we are compelled to examine the opinions of the competent of 
admit the deterioration of moral dignity, past days, when political independence yet 
front the continual inroads of, and their remained to the Rajpoots, and not found our 
consequent collision with, rapacious conquer- judgment of a nation upon a superficial 
o rs ; we must yet admire the quantum of knowledge of individuals. To this end I 
virtue which even oppression and bad shall avail myself of the succinct hut- 
example have failed to banish. The meaner philosophical remarks of Abulfueil, the wise 
vices of deceit and falsehood, which the deli- minister of the wise Akbar, which are 
neators of national character attach to the equally applicable to mankind at large, as 
Asiatic without distinction, I  dany to be to the particular people we are treating of, 
universal with the Rajpoots, though some C£If,” he says, speaking of the Hindus, “ a 
tribes may have been obliged from position to “ diligent investigator were to examine the

* Feriahta in his history gives an animated picture, of “ te m p e r  a n d  disposition, o f  th e  people o f  
Dnrgavati, queen of Gurrah, defending tile rights of L  , . .. , , ,  a , , ,. ... ,
her infant son against Akbar’s ambition. Like another ea ch  trjbo , he w ould  find every  ind iv id u al
Boadiooa, she beaded Her away, and fought a desperate “ differing in some respect or other. Some
battle with Asoph Khan, in which she was wounded, ,, ., . ,
and defeated; but scoramg flight, or to survive the loss a m o n g  them  a te  V irtuous Itt th e  h ig h e s t
of independence, she, like the antique Roman ir. such “ degree, a n d  o th e rs  c a r ry  vice to  th e  
a  predicament, slew herself on the field of battle.

Whoever desires to judge of the comparative fidelity greatest excoss, They are renowned for
of the translations of this writer, by Dow and Briggs, “  wisdom, disinterested friendship, obedience
cannot do better than refer to this very passage. The ____ . _______ ;___ _______ , ■■ ■
former has clothed it in all the trappings of Osgiaaic * SaoJiha isvery comprehensive ; hi common parlance 
decoration; the latter gives “ a plain unvarnished tale,” it fa the opposite of ‘untrue;’ but it means 'loyal, 
which ought to be the aim of every translator. upright, just/
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« to their superiors, and many other virtues: but the reaction is not less certain : and the
“ but, at the same time, there are among faded form or amorphous bulk too often
« them men whose hearts are obdurate and attest the debilitating influence of a drug
“  void of shame, turbulent spirits, who for which alike debases mind and body. In the
“ the merest trifle will, commit the greatest more ancient epics, we find no mention of ■
“ outrages,” poppy-juice as now used, though the

Again ; “ The Hindus are religious, Rajpoot has at ah times been accustomed to
“ affable, courteous to strangers, cheerful, bis madhava ra-peala, or ‘ intoxicating cup,
“ enamoured of knowledge, lovers of justice, fbe essence,* whether of grain, of roots,
“ able in business, grateful, admirers o f truth, or 01 flowers still welcomes the guest, hut is
“ and of unbounded fidelity in all their secondary to the opiate. Umul larkana ,
“ dealings. Their character shines brightest • to eat opium together, is the most invio-
“ in adversity. Their soldiers (the Rajpoots) kblc pledge 3 and an agreement ratified by
“ know not what it is to fly from the field of this ceremony is stronger than any adjura-
“ battle; but when the success of the com- n* _ If‘_ a Bajpoot pays a visit, the first
“ bat becomes doubtful, they dismount .from question is, umul kya ?■ ‘ nave you nad yom
“ their horses, and throw away their lives in ophite ? umul kao ,1 take your opiate. On
“ payment of the debt of valour.” » birth-day, when all the chiefs convene to

I  shall conclude this chapter with a sketch congratulate their brother on another ‘ knot
of their familiar habits, and a few of their bis years, the u rge  cup is brought forth,
in-door and out-door recreations. a 1,imP of °Piato Put tkorein, upon which

To Baber, the founder of the Mogul water is Poured> and bJ  tho aid of a stick a
dynasty, India is indebted for the introduc- solution is made, to which each helps his
tion of its melons and grapes; and to his neighbour, not with a glass, but with the
grandson Jehangir for tobacco.* For the hollow ol his hand held to his month. To
introduction of opium we have no date, and j udg° by the wry faces on this occasion, none
it is not even mentioned in the poems of can dke it, and to get rid oi tho nauseous
Ohtmd. This pernicious plant has robbed comfit-balls are handed round. It is
the Rajpoot of half his virtues ; and while cirriolls to observe the animation it inspires;
it obscures these, it heightens his vices, giv- a Rajpoot is fit for nothing without his umul,
ing to his natural bravery a character of and d bave often dismisssd their men of
insane ferocity, and to the countenance, business to refresh their intellects by a dose,
which would otherwise beam with Intel- for when its effects are dissipating they
ligence, an air of imbecility. Like all become mere logs.f Opium to the Rajpoot
stimulants, its effects are magical for a tim e: ~  * 7 7  ............ , 7

°  * Arae, ‘essence ; whence arrack ana rank.
_ _  - ——- — —r  j • f  Even in the midst ol conversation, the eye closes

* The, autobiography of both these nohle Tatar and tho head nods as the exciting cause is dissipating, 
princes are singular compositions, and may he, given as and vbe countenance assumes a perfect vacuity of ex- 
standards of Eastern intellectual acquirement. They pression, Many a chief has taken his siesta in his 
minutely note the progress of refinement and luxury, chair, while on a visit to me : an especial failing of my
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is more' necessary, than' food, and a sugges- marily punished, and where the slaughter of 
tion to tlie Rana to  tax it highly was most all kinds of beasts, elk, hog, hyena, tiger, 
unpopular. From the rising generation the boar, deer, wild-dog,. wolf, or hare,'is ificKs- 
author exacted promises that they would criminate. Riding in tho ring with the, 
resist initiation in this vice, and many grew lance jn tournaments, without the spike, the 
up in happy ignorance of the taste ot opium, point feeing guarded ; defence of the sword 
He will be the greatest friend to Rajasthan against the lance, with every variety of 
■who perseVeres in. eradicating the evil. The “ noble horsemanship,” such as would render 
valley of Oodipur is a poppy garden, of £h0 most expert in Europe an easy prey to 
every hue and. variety, whence the Hindu the active Rajpoot, are some of the chief 
Sri may obtain a coronet more variegated exercises. Firing at a mark with a match- 
than ever adorned the Isis of the Nile. lock, in which they attain remarkable

A pledge once given by the liajpoot, accuracy of aim, j and in some parts of the 
whether ratified by the u eating opium to- country throwing a dart or javelin from 
“ gether,” “ an exchange of turbans,’’ or the horseback, are favourite amusements. The 
more simple act of “ giving the right hand,” is practice of the bow is likewise a main source 
maintained inviolable under all circumstances, of pastime, and in the manner there adopted 

Their grand hunts have been described, it requires both dexterity and strength. The 
The Rajpoot is fond of his dog and his Rajpoot is not satisfied if he cannot bury 
gun. The former aids him in pulling down his arrow either in the earthen target, or in 
the boar or hare, and with the stalking-horse the buffalo, to the feather. The use of the 
he will toil for hours after the deer. The btnv is hallowed; Arjuna’s bow in the 
greater chieftains have their mmnas or « great war,”  and that of the Ohohan king, 
preserves, where poaching would be sum- Prithwi raj, with which the former gained
good friend Raj Knlian of. Sadri/the descendant of the Droupadi and the la tter the fair bunjogta, 
brave Shania, who won “ the right hand" of the prince are immortalized like that of Ulysses. In 
a t Huldiehat. The lofty turban worn by the Raj, which ,  , , ., . .
distinguishes Ms tribe <fh> Jhala), was often on the these martial exercises, the youthful Rajpoot 
point o£ tumbling into my lap, as he unconsciously is early initiated, and that the sight d f  blood 
nodded. When it is inconvenient to dissolve the opium. 1 , ... 1

the chief carries it in his pocket, and presents it, as we 1)6 fai» * a r, he is instructed, before he
Would a pinch of snuff in Europe. In ray subaltern has strength to wield a sword, to practise 
days, the chieftain of Senthal, in Jeypur, on paying me , h ^  , , j H on the heads of lambs
a, visit, presented me with a piece of opium, which I ” , J
took, said laid on the table. Observing that I did not and kids. His first successful eSsay Oil tho 
eat it,, he said he should like to try the Frangi ea mrntl, ■ , < /. _ n fo n n a w ,
‘the opiate of the Pranks.’ I sent him a bottle of •’ _ . .
powerful Schedam, and to his inquiry as to,tho quantity tulatioll to His whole family. *' In  this
of the dose, I  told him he might take from an eighth '* .. ...... ........ ......— —-----—— ...... ..... ....-—
to the half, as he desired exhilaration or oblivion. We * xhe author has now before him a letter written: by
W o  to hav.5 hunted the next morning j but having no the queen-mother, of Boondi desiring his rejoicings on 
sign of my friend, 1 was obliged to march without Tjalji, the beloved’s cMipdewai on a deer, which he had 
ascertaining the effect of the barter of apheem for the followed most pertinaciously to the death. On this 
Waters of Friesland; though I have no doubt that he occasion, a court was held, and all the chiefs presented 
found them quite bethean, I offerings add congratulations, ' ■
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manner the spirit of chivalry is continually a variety of fashions, as the crescent, the 
fed, for every thing around Mm speaks of trident, the snake’s tongue, and other fanci- 
arms and strife. His very amusements are ful forms.
warlike; and the dance and the song, the The Maharaja Sheodan Sing (whose family 
burthen of which is the record of his success* are heirs presumptive to the throne) was one 
ful gallantry, so for from enervating, serve of my constant visitors j and the title of 
as fresh incitements to his courage. * adopted brother/ which he conferred upon

The exhibition of the j a i t i s ,  or wrestlers, me allowed him to make his visits unreason- 
is another mode of killing time. I t  is a ably long. The Maharaja had many ex- 
state concern for every prince or chief to cellent qualities. He was the best shot in. 
entertain a certain number of these chain- Mewar j he was well read in the classic 
pions of the glove. Challenges are sent by literature of his nation ; deeply versed in 
the most, celebrated from one court to the secrets o f the chronicles, not only of 
another; and the event of the a k a r r a ,  as the Mewar but of all Raj war ra ; conversant 
arena is termed, is looked to with great with all the mysteries of the bard, and 
anxiety. could im p r o v i s e  on every occasion. He

No prince or chief is without his s i l le h -  was a proficient in musical science, and 
Ichaneh, or armoury, where he passes hours °nuid discourse most fluently on the whole 
in, viewing and arranging his arms. Every theory of Sangita, which comprehends 
favourite weapon, whether sword, matchlock, vocal and instrumental harmony. He 
spear, dagger, or bow, has a distinctive could explain each of the r a g a s ,  or musical 
epithet. The keeper of the armoury is one modes, which issued from the five mouths 
of the most confidential officers about the of Siva and his consort Mera, together with 
person of the prince. These arms are the almost endless variations of the m g a s T 

beautiful and costly. The s ir o h i , or slightly- to each of which are allotted six consorts or 
curved blade, is formed like that of Damascus, r a g in i s . He had attached to bis suite the 
and is the greatest favourite of all the first vocalists of Mewar, and occasionally 
variety of sabres throughout Bajpootana, favoured m e  by letting them sing at my 
The long cui-and-thrust, like the A n d r e a  house. The chief o a n ta in o e  had a superb 
F e r r a r a ,  is not uncommon ; nor the M a n i a ,  voice, a c o n tr ’ a l to  of great extent, and bore 
or double-edged sword. The matchlocks both the familiar appellation of * Oafcalani/. H er 
of Lahore and the country are often highly execution of all the b u s s u n t  or ‘ spring- 
finished and inlaid with mother-of-pearl songs/ and the m e g h  or ‘ cloud-son os’ of the 
and gold; those of Boondi are the best, monsoon, which arc full of melody, was 
The shield of the rhinoeero3-hide offers the perfect. But she had a rival in a singer 
best resistance, and is often ornamented with from Oojein, and we made a point of having 
animals, beautifully painted, and enamelled them together, that emulation might excite 
in gold and silver. The bow is of buffalo- to excellence. The chieftain of Saloombra, 
horn, and the arrows of reed, and barbed, in the chief of the Snktawnta, and others, fro- 
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quently joined these parties, as well as the ten. He had one day been .amusing ns with 
Mabariya ; for all are partial to the dance the feats of'h is youth, Ms swimming from 
and the song, during which conversation island to island, and bestriding the alligators 
flows unrestrained. Sadoola, whose execu- for an excursion.* Like Tell, he had placed 
tion on the guitar would have secured ap- a mark on his son’s head and hit it success- 
plause even at the Philharmonic, command- fully. He could kill an eagle on the wing, 
ed mute attention when he played a tan or and divide a ball on the edge of a knife, the 
symphony, or when, taking any of the knife itself unseen. While running on in 
simple tuppas of Oojein as a theme, he this manner, my features betraying some 
wandered through a succession of voluntaries, increduiifciy, he insisted on redeeming his 
in  summer, these little parties were held on word. A day, w as, accordingly appointed, 
the terrace or the house-top, where carpets and though labouring under an ague, he 
were spread under an awning, while the came with his favourite matchlocks. The 
cool breezes of the lake gave life after the more dangerous experiment was desisted 
exhaustion of a day passed under 96° of from, and he commenced by dividing the 
Fahrenheit. The Subjects of their songs are ball on the knife. This he placed perpend*- 
various, love, glory, satire,... &c. I  was in- • cularly in the centre of an earthen vessel 
vited to similar assemblies by many of the filled with water ; and taking his station at 
chiefs ; though none were so intellectual as about twenty paces, perforated the centre 
those of the Maharaja. On birth-days or of the vessel, and allowed you to take up 
other festivals, the chief bardai often appears, the fragments of the b a ll; having previous- 
or the bard of any other tribe who may !y permitted you to load the piece, and 
happen to be present. Then all is mute examine the vessel, which ho did not once 
attention, broken only by the emphatic Kwahi approach himself. Another exhibition was 
wah the measured nod of the head, or striking an orange from a pole without 
fierce curl of the moustache, in token of perforating it. Again, he gave the option 
approbation or the reverse.* of loading to  a bystander, and retreating

The Maharaja’s talents for amplification a dozen paces, he knocked an orange off 
were undoubted, and by more than one of untouched by the ball, which, according to 
his friends this failing was attributed to his a preliminary proviso, could not be found s 
long residence at the court of Jeypur, the orange was not even discoloured by the 
whose cognomen will not have been forgot- powder. He was an adept also at chess -f*

* Poetic impromptus pass on these occasions un- * There are two of these alligators quite familiar to 
restricted by the fear of the critic, though the long the inhabitants of Oodipur, who come when called 
yawn now and then should have given the hint to my “ from the vasty deep” for food; and I have often 
friead the Maharaja that his verses wanted Attic. But exasperated them by throwing an inflated bladder, 
he had certainly talent, and he did. not conceal his light, which the monsters greedily received, only to dive away 
which shone the stronger from the darkness that in angry disappointment, It was on these that my 
surrounded him : for poverty is not the school of genius, Mend aflirmed he had ventured, 
and the trade of the schoolmaster, hlw ever been the t  ChoHumga, so called ta rn  imitating the formation 
least lucrative in a capital where rapine has ruled. of an army, I h e ‘foui’ ohatw ‘bodied anga array,:



and choupan, and could carry on a con- be a performer, the science forma a part of 
veraatiou by stringing flowers in a peculiar education.*
maimer. If  he plumed himself upon Who that has marched in the stillness of 
Ms pretensions, his vanity was always night through the mountainous regions of 
veiled under a demeanour full of courtesy central India, and heard the warder sound 
and grace; and Maharaja Sheodaa Sing the tooraye from his turrefed abode, perched 
would be esteemed a well-bred and well- like an eyrie on the mountain-top, can ever 
informed man at the most polished court of forget its graduated intensity of sound, or 
Europe. the emphatic hem ! h em  ! ( all’s well,’ which

Every chief has his hand, vocal and in- follows the lengthened blast of the cornet 
strumental 5 but foindia, some years since, reverberating in every recess.f 
carried away the most celebrated vocalists A species of bagpipe, so common to all 
of Oodipur, I he Rajpoots are all partial the Celtic races of Europe, is not unknown 
to music. The tuppa is the favourite to the Rajpoots. I t  is called the meshek, 
measure. Its chief character is plaintive but is only the rudiment of that instrument 
simplicity; and it is analogous to the whose peculiar influence on the physical,
(Scotch, or ..nenhfttps still more to the through the moral agency of man, is des- 
Nprinian,* cribedfoyour own master-bard. They have

The Bans, who is a great patron of the likewise the double flageolet ; hut in the 
art, has a small band ot musicians, whose same ratio of perfection to that of Europe 
only instrument is the she/ma, or hautboy, as the meshek to the heart-stirring nipe of 
They played their national tuppas with great the north. As to their lutes, guitars, a n i 
taste and feeling ; and these strains, wafted ---- ; ------------------- ------ -—--------- —» ------
n , 1  , to; , , * Chund remarks ot his hero, the Chohan, that he
1 rota the lo fty  terrace Or the palace in  the j was “ masterof the art,” both vocal and instrumental,
silence of the night, produced a sensation Whether profane music was ever common may be 

. , ... . . . .  doubted; bat sacred music was a p a rt'o f  early educa-
oi delight not unmixed with pam, which tion with the sons of kings. Rams and his brothers
its peculiarly melancholy character excites. 'were celebrated for the harmonious execution of episodes

1 1*  S , n .  t a  * .  a few flute or flageolet
players, who discourse most eloquent music, by himself; and arc yet sung by the dhobis. The in - 

.. , . ,, habitants of the various monastic establishments nhannt
Indeed, we may enumerate this among the their addresses to the deity ; and I  have listened S
principal amusements of the Rajpoots ; and delight to the modulated cadences of the hermits, •
although it would be deemed indecorous to '*F™ ' T  V \abode ot Aboo. I t would fie injustice to toucb mci-

------,------ 1-----.— ------ ------- ; ;____________ ___;  dentally on the merits of the minstrel Dkoli, who sings
, , , , . the warlike compositions of the sacred Bardai of

er elephants, chariots, horse, and foot. His chief Rajasthan
antagonist ;,t chess was a blind man of. th , city. f  The tooraye is' the sole t o r m e n t  of the many of
, . Wongs to the very extremity of India, the trumpet kind which to not dissonant. The Kotah
being indigenous as t e  as the Indus and the countries prince has the largest band, perhaps, in those countries ; 
watered by its arms ; and though the peculiar measure instruments of all kinds- -stringed, wined, and nercussion. 
is common in Rajasthan the. prefis ol pm yaH  shews But as i t  is formed by rule, in which the (fc&wl and
T  ?*Sr n  1  ■ T ” *  the toila 0T h w iT‘ shrill conch-shell takes precedence, it must be allm rd
gnnU, till I.could have fancied myself in Mewar. j that it is any thing but harmonicS
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all the varieties of tintibulants (as Dr. ancestors, it is not a mere figure of speech.
Johnson would call them), it would fatigue : The .instruction of their princes is laid down 
■without interesting the reader to enumerate in rules held sacred, and must have been 
£aenu far more onerous than any system of

We now. come to the literary attainments European university-education, tor scarcely 
of the lords of Rajasthan, of whom there is a branch of human knowledge is omitted, 
none without sufficient clerkship to read his But the cultivation of the mind, and the 
grant or agreement for rekwali or black- arts of polished life, must always flourish 
m ail; and none either so ignorant, or so in the ratio of a nation s prosperity, and 
proud, as the boasted ancestral wisdom of from the decline of the one, we may date 
England, whose batons could not even the deterioration of the other with, the 
sign their names to the great charter of Rajpoot, The astronomer has now no 
their liberties. The Sana of Oodipur has patron to look to for reward j there is no 
unlimited command of his pen, and Ms let* 3o j Sing to erect such stupendous observa.- 
ters are admirable; but we may say of him tones as he built at Delhi, Benares, Oojeia, 
nearly what was remarked of Charles the and at his own cap ita l; to .const* act globes 
Second—-a he never wrote a  foolish thing, and arwillary spheres- ,41 -wMob, according 
w and seldom did a wise one.” Tl^ffimiliai’ to their own and our system, the .
epistolary correspondent of the princes and prince has two, each, three feet in diameter, 
nobles of Rajastlan would exhibit abundant The same prince (dey Sing) collated D els 
testimony ol‘ their powers of mind: they Hire’s tables with those of H ug  Beg, and 
»‘e sprinkled with classical allusions, and presented the result to  the last emperor of 

evince that knowledge of mankind which Delhi, worthy the name of the Great Mogul, 
constant collision in society must produce. To these tables ho gave the nanus of Zeej 
A. collection of these letters, which exist in M oham ed Shahe. I t  was Joy Sing who, as 
the archives of every principality, would already mentioned, sought to establish sump* 
prove that the princes of this country are tuary laws throughout the nation, to 
upon a par with the rest of mankind, not regulate marriages, and thereby prevent 
only in natural understanding, but, taking infanticide ; and who left Ms name to the 
their opportunities into account, even in its capital he founded, the first in Rajasthan, 
cultivation. The prince who in Europe But wo cannot march over fifty miles of 
could quote Hesiod and Homer with the country without observing traces of toe 
freedom that the Sana does on all occasions genius, talent, and wealth, of past days'*
Yyasa and Valmikt, would be accounted a though,—whether the more abstruse sciences, 
prodigy; and there is not a divine who or the lighter arts which embellish life,— 
could make, application of the ordinances of all are now fast disappearing. W hether 
Moses .yvith more facility than the Raaa in the tranquillity secured to them by the 
of those of their great lawgiver Mstnu, destruction of their predatory foes, these 

/  " When they talk of the wisdom of their arts and sciences may revive, and th® nation
ff /Gv . ■’ " n V W /  r i V y i v  " !
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regain its elevated tono, is a problem which I t were useless to expatiate on dress, 
time alone can solve. either male or female, the fashion varying

In  their household economy, their furni- >n each province and tribe, though the tex­
ture and decorations, they remain unchanged ture and materials are every' where the
during the lapse of a thousand years. No same : cotton in. summer, and'quilted chinta
chairs, no couches adorn their sitting apart- or broad cloth in winter. The ladies have
ments, though tlio painted and gilded ceiling only three articles of parurc; the ffhd@mf
may be supported by columns of, serpentine, or ‘petticoat $’ the kanchli, o r ‘ corset;’ and
and the walls one mass of mirrors, marble, the dopati, or ‘ scarf,’ which is occasionally
or china nothing but a soft carpet, hid- thrown over the head as a veil. Ornaments
den by a white cloth, on which the guests are without number. For the men, trousers
seat themselves according to rank. In fine, of every shape and calibre, a tunic girded
the quaint description of the chaplain to the with a ceinture, and a scarf, form the
first embassy which England sent to India, wardrobe o f every Rajpoot. The turban
more than two hundred years ago, applies is the most important, part of the dress, and
now, as it probably will two hundred years is the unerring mark of the tribe ; the form
hence. “ As for the furniture the greatest and fashion are various, and its decorations
u men have, it is curia mpellex, very little ; differ according to time and circumstances.
“ they (the rooms) being not beautified with The bala-bund, or ‘silken fillet,’ was once
“ hangings, nor with any thing besides to valued as the mark of the sovereign’s favour,
“ line their walls ; for they have no chairs, -------- - -- — ——----- --------------- -- .......
i, , , ' , , , , , “ in want, they will impart, at the least, half of thatuo stools, nor couches, nor tables, nor beds little towauh tbr.ir \ ,ece83ane9) choogiQf! rather to
“ enclosed with canopies, nor curtains, in  “ want themselves; than that thoir parents should suffer
,, ,  „  . A i n  * A ’ • “ need.” I t  is in fact one of the first precepts of their“ any of then* rooms. And the truth is, ' . _  ~ . . \ • * , ,.nJ ’ religion. The Chaplain thus concludes his Chapter “ On
“ that if they had them, the extreme heat “ the Moralities of the Hindu.”— 6 1 what a sad thing 
« would forbid the use of many of them ; “is *,.*!' c,xristians »*<>«■ «* x“‘'ian?, «">n in
“ all their bravery is U pon their floors, “ believe to come short of heaven r
“ on which they spread most excellent The Chaplain d o ^  hfa in to n in g  and instructive

work with the subject of Conversion, which is as remote 
“  c a rp e ts .” '* from accomplishment at this day, as it was at that
^ ----- r T ~ “  r~.— —’W------ distant period. “ Well known it is that the Jesuits

■„ , .... , . , , , . , ■ there, who, like the Pharisees ‘tha t would compass“ eclient moralities winch are to bo observed amongst tgeft ^  la a  fc() muke oae lyte, 2SJ 26)f
the people of these nations > cannot do better than „kam sJ into cirisUmdommany Wijoieporisof the* 

read the 14th rectum*.* the observant, intelligent, and „ coriTcrgioa3 of inMols J  ^  ^  But all 
tolerant chaplain, who us more just, a t least on one , , . ,
point, then the modem missionary, who denies to the J f *  816 * *  »  P0rtS ; *he tmtl‘ *  that
Hindu filial infection. “ And hero I  shall insert another $ *  ^  ^
“ most needful particular, which deserves a most high • £ » “ M * ’ ^ k r o g  «pon the uece^t? of
“ commendation to bo given unto that people in P°«  "»**, who for want of means, which they
« general how poor and mean soever they be; and that „ are «onte“* *  to weal' c r u o l t e » bwt foT
“ is, the great exemplary care they ■manifest in their <*>owte<lgo in the doctrine of Christianity are
“ piety to their parents, that, notwithstanding they faame Christiana, ( a ) __ ____________ ______
“ serve for very little, but. five shillings a moon for their (a) “A Voyage to JSast I n d i (Delfa Valk,) pp,
* whole, livelihood add subsistence, if their parents be 402, 117,419. 480.
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and was tantamount to the courtly “ orders” where, together with the medical, which is 
of Europe. The colour of the turban and very low, and usurped by empyrics, who 
tunic varies with the seasons j and the waste alike the purse and health of the 
changes are rung upon crimson, saffron, ignorant by the sale of aphrodisiacs, which 
and purple, though white is by far the most are sought after wjtli great avidity. Gums, 
common. Their shoes are mere slippers, and metals, minerals, all are compounded, 
sandals are worn by the common classes, and for one preparation, while the author 
Boots are yet used, in hunting or war, made was at Qodipur, 7,000 rupees (nearly 
of chamois leather, of which material the £ 1 ,000) were expended by the court-phy- 
warrior often has a doublet, being more com- aieian.
modbus, and less oppressive, than armour. Their superstitions, incantations, charms,
The dagger or poniard is inseparable from and phylacteries against danger, mental or 
the girdle. bodily, will appear more appropriately where

The culinary art will be discussed else- the subject is incidently introduced.

7 ; -;i77":';';;A : ' - 7.;.;'.'t;:̂ 7;;''7;': 7̂.tt':. ■ :v.' ■ i
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P E R S O N A L  N A R R A T I V E  O F  T H E  A U T H O R .

CHAPTER XXV.
JOURNEY TO MAR W AS,

0/  Oodvpur, -Departure fo r Marwar.—Encamp on the heights o f Toos.— Resume the 
March— Distant view o f Oodipur.— D eopw .-Za lim  Sing,— Reach Pulanoh.— Ram 
Sing Mehta.— Manikclmnd. Ex-raja, o f Nuningurk.— False policy pursued by the British 
government m 3817-18.—-,Departure from  Pidanoh.— Aspect and geological character of the 
country. -NatMieam ridge.— Arrival at the city o f Nathdwara.— Visit from the Moohhia 
of the tm ple.-D eparture fo r  the village o f  Oosurivas— benighted,-Elephant in a bog.—
Oomrnas. A  Sanyasl— March to Sumaicha.— The Sfw.ro Nullah.— Locusts.—  Coolness 
of the air.— Sumaicha.—-March to Kailtoarra, the capital.—Elephant's pool.—Moorcho.—
Kheyrlee.— MahMraga Ifowlut Sing.-—Komulmeer.— Its  architecture, remains, and history.__
March to the u Region o f  death,” or Marwar.— The difficult nature o f the country . — A  
party o f native horsemen.— Bivouac in the glen.

October llth , 1819.—Two years had nearly song or the ballet. W e had our palace in 
sped since we entered the valley of Qodipur, the city, our cutter on the lake, our villa In 
the most diversified and most romantic spot the woods, our fairy-islands in the waters $ 
on the continent of India. In all this time, streams to angle in, deer to shoot; much, 
none of us- had penetrated beyond the rocky in short, to please the eye and gratify the 
barrier which formed the limit of our horizon, taste yef did ennui intrude, and all panted 
affording the vision a sweep of six miles to escape from the “ happy valley,” to see 
radios. Each hill and dale, tower and tree, what was in the world beyond the mountains, 
had become familiar to u s ; every altar, In all those twenty moons, the gigantic 
cenotaph, and shrine, had furnished its portals of Dobarri, which guard the entrance 
legend, till tradition was exhausted. The of the Girwoh,* had not once creaked on * 
ruins were explored, their inscriptions deci- them hinges for our egress; aud though 
phered, each fantastic pinnacle had a name, from incessant occupation I  had wherewithal 
and the most remarkable chieftains and to lessen the tedium vita, my companions not 
servants of the court had epithets assigned having such resources, it was in vain that 
to them, expressive of some quality or like the sage Imlac, I  urged them not to feel 
characteristic. We had our ‘ Red Riever,’ dull to his « blissful captivity «*’ the scenery 
our < Roderic ,01m; and a s Falstaff,’ at the had become hideous, and I  verily believe had 
court; our «Catalan!,’ our ‘ V estris/in the ...----------------------------------------------------------



there been, any pinion-maker in the capital slow in obeying the summons; the “ yellow 
of the Seesodias, they would have essayed a boys” with their old native commandant 
flight, though it might have terminated in looking even more cheerful than usual as we 
the lake. Never did Rasselas sigh more for joined them. Skinner’s horse wear a jamah 
escape. At length the day arrived, and or tunic of yellow broad-cloth, with scarlet 
although the change was to be from all that turbans; and cincture. Who does not 
constitutes the enchantments of vision, from know that James Skinner’s men are the 
wood and water, dale and mountain, verdure most orderly in the Company’s service, and 
and foliage, to the sterile plains of the sandy that in every other qualification constituting 
desert of Marwar, it was sufficient that it the efficient soldier, they are second to 
was change. Our party was composed of none ? On another signal which reverbera- 
Oaptain Waugh, Lieutenant Carey, and Dr. ted from the palace, where the drums an- 
Dunean, with the whole of the escort, con- nounced that the descendant of Surya was 
slating of two- companies of foot and sixty no sluggard, we moved on through the, yet 
of Skinner’s horse, all alike delighted to quit silent capital towards the gate of the sun, 
the valley where each had suffered more or where we found drawn up the quotas of 
less from the prevalent fevers of the monsoon, Bheendir, Dailwarra, Amait, and Bansi, sent 
during which the valley is peculiary un- as an honorary guard by the Rana to escort 
healthy, especially to foreigners, when the «s to the frontiers. As they would have 
wells and reservoirs overflow from the been an incumbrance to me and an incon- 
springs which break, in, impregnated with venience to the country, from their laxity of 
putrid vegetation and mineral poisons, discipline, after chatting with their leader, 
covering the surface with a bluish oily fluid, during a sociable ride, I dismissed them at 
The art of filtrating water to free it from the pass, with m y  respects to the Rana and 
impurities is unknown to the Rajpoots, and their several chieftains. We reached the 
with some shame I record that we did not camp before eight o’clock, the distance being 
make them wiser, though they are not only thirteen miles. The spot chosen (and 
strangers to the more simple process, adopted where I afterwards built a residence) was a 
throughout the desert, of using potash and rising ground between the villages of 
allum ; the former to neutralize the salt and Mairta and Toes, sprinkled with trees, and 
render the water more fit for culinary for a space of four miles clear of the belt of 
purposes ; the latter to throw dowr the forest which fringes the granite harriers of 
impurities held suspended. They also use the valley. It commanded an entire view 
an alkaline nut in washing, which by simply of the plains in the direction of Oheetore, 
steeping emits a froth which is a good subs- , still covered, excepting a patch of cnltiva- 
titute for soap.* tion here and there, with jungle. The tiger-

On the 12th October, at five A  W. our mount, its preserves of game, and the 
trumpet sounded to horse, and we were not, mouldering hunting-seats of the Rana and 
* * * ’*>il1 the tingua, franca ot India, signifies HmqF his chieftains, were three miles to the north ;

f®t <SL
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to the south, a mile distant, we had the discordant yell, from the throats of a
Bans River, ibounding in trout ; and the hundred camels, which drowned every ai>
vM a  lako wbenco j ■ issu<’3> fialled ^  ^  tempt to be heard, while the elephants 
founder the Oody Sagnr, was not more than squeaked their delight in that peculiar 
three to the west, Por several >-easons it treble, which they emit when happy. There 
was deemed advisable to choose a spot out was one little follow enjoying himself free 
of the valley; the health of the party, from all restrains of curbs of pack-saddles, 
though not an unimportant, was not a and inserting his proboscis kite the sepoy’s 
principal motive for choosing such a distance baggage, whence he would extract a bag of 
from the court. Tho wretchedness in which flour and move off. pursued by the owner ; 
we found it rendered -i certain degree of which was sure to produce shouts of mirth 
interference: requisite, and it was necessary to add to the discord. This little renresen- 
thaf they should shako this off, in order to tatjve of Gmom  was only eight years old 
preserve thoir independence. It was dread- and not morn than twelve hards hfoh He 
ed lent the aid requested by the Rana, from was a most agreeable pet, th o u #  the proofs 
the peouhar circumstances on our first ho gave of his wisdom in tm s& to fbmself 
going amongst them, might he construed, as amidst the men when cooking- their dinners 
a precedent for the intrusion of advico on were sometimes disagreeable -to them, but 
after occasions. The distance between the infinitely amusing to those who watched .his 
court and the agent of the British go- actions. The rains having broken up pn~ 
vernment, was calculated to diminish this usually late, we found the boggy ground, 
■impression, and obliged them also to trust to on which we had to march, totally unable 
their own resources, after the machine was to bear the pressure of loaded cattle ; even 
once set in motion, On. the heights of Toos tho ridges, which just showed their crests of 
our tents were pitched, tho escort paraded, quarto above the surface, were not safe 
and St. George s flag displayed, Here Our route was over a fine plain well wooded 
camels, ̂ almost; wild, were fitted for the first and watered, soil excellent, and studded 
tune with the pack-saddle, lamenting in with numerous large villages • yot all

frr'ffT* “* * " * *  °!their «"—>«* -«Mr
7 * ’ * * ’*  ' " M r  1 » " 1  of the dif- ,ud  rapine. Tho landscape, lHe '
■omne. betweon g rm ng  wlmhor they lirtcd m0„  interorting b /  m  k c o rc a tio n

" a!  L t r  10,1,1 " ■ in tto ^  -  * * * * *. re ,o, of death, where they would On our l e f t ! , ,  tho mountain, onc la riu  the 
,™ly fad  the thorny n S m m  or p r ic H y p M  capital, on one of whose elevated peaks 
to s a ta y  <ho.r hunger. the ru in , of Katakote, o v e r io L g  a|.

JI.ASOU October 13th. There being no around ; while to the east tho eye might in 
great,er trial o. patience, than the prepara- vain seek for a boundary. Wo passed 

for a a  long halt, WO left Deopnr, once a township of some eon-
G eamp at day' ,ireak amidst the most sequence, and forming part of tho domain

lOU :
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of fchb Bhanaij,* Zalim Sing, the heir of After a four hour's march, picking; our 
Mavwar, whose history, if it cotild be way amidst swamps and treacherous bogs, 
given here, would redeem the nobles of we reached the advanced tents at Fulanoh. 
Rajpootarul from the charge of being ot Like Peoptir, it presented the spectacle-of a 
uncultivated intellect. In  listening to his ruin, a corner of which held ail it.- inhale- 
biography, both time and place were unheed- tarns ; tho remains of temples find private 
ad ? the narrator, my own venerable1 Guru, f edifices shewed what i t  had once b e e n B o t h  
had imbibed much of his varied knowledge towns formerly belonged to the fisc of the 
from this accomplished chieftain, to whom. Rana, who, with his nsualimprovideriee, on 
arms and letters were alike familiar. He was .the death of his nephew included them in 
the son of Raja Reefy Song and a princess the grant to tho temple of Kaniya. I  found 
of l ie  war s, but domestic quarrels made at my tents tho minister’:, right hand, Ram 
i t  necessary to abandon the paternal tor the Sing Mehta ; Manikchund, the -dew an or 
m aternal mansion, and a domain was assigned factotum of the chieftain of Bheendir ; and 
by the Rana, which put him on a footing the ex-Raja ofNursingurh, now an exile at 
with his own children. Without neglecting Oodipuiv The first was a fine specimen of 
any of the martial 'amusements and exercises the non- militant class of these countries, 
of the Rajpoot, lie gave up all those hours, anc] although he had seldom passed tho 
generally devoted to idleness, to tho cultiva- boundaries of Mowar, no country could pro-, 
tion of letters. Ho was versed in philosophi- dace a better specimen of a courteous 
cal theology, astronomy, and the history of gentleman : his figure tall, deportment easy, 
hfis country; ancl in every branch of poesy, features - regular and handsome, complexion 
from, the sacred canticles of Jayadeva to the fair, -with a fine slightly-curled beard and 
couplets of the modern bard, he was an mustachios, je t black. Ram Sing, without 
adept. He composed and improvised with being conceited, is aware that nature has 
facility, and his residence was the rendezvous been indulgent to him, and without any 
for every bard of fame. That my respected foppery he pays great attention to externals, 
tutor did not over-rate his acquirements, 1 He is always elegantly attired, and varies 
had the best proof in his own, for all which with good taste the colours of his turban 
(and ho rated them at an immeasurable and cemture, though his loose tunics are 
distance compared with the subject of his always white the aroma of the vtfyr is tho 
eulogy) he held himself indebted to the heir only mark of the dandy about him : and this 
of Marwar, who was at length slain in assert- forms no criterion, as our red coats attest, 
ing  his right to the throne in the desert. which receive a sprinkling at every visit.

Rhavaij, or. ‘ nephew,’ a title of'courtesy enjoyed With his dagger and pendant tassel, and the 
bv every chieftain who marries a daughter or immediate * , , , i n  5M nm Zm  oi the liana’s house. hdaburd or purple cordon (the Rana s gift)

t  My gni'io or ins rector, Yati Jy an qhandra, a priest round his turban, “ behold the servant
Of the M a  scot, who had been with me tea years. To w hom  th e  k in v  delivhte'I, to honour » As 
bita.I, owe much, for be entered into all my antiquarian w - 6  a n # ' ttouSaEe'“u  1-0 ' 1HU /
pursuits With he lias to support himself by paying court
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to the TMniiNi siMor, the quoous, and * e t  resources of Ms t a ) e h ~ J ™ r ; ~T^*r 
fair influentials behind tli© curtain, his per- effect their humiliation. To tWg3® ' J * 1* t0 
sotial attracts-are no .slight auxiliaries. He leagued w i0  Sindhies, Patbai.^ a J  M 
is of the Jain faith, and of the. tribe of Osi, rattas, and would not have s$*up 9“ ‘ r  8 “ 
■which now reckons one: hundred thousand '%<$« ffhli. his Satanic majesty, co. , V ’“ 
fumilu-4, nil of Rajpoot origin, and lesoda- thereby have advanced their revenge': '®
duntsoftho Agnh-ula stock They prose- jmwi -nco of which no has been detained, iu 
lytized ill remote antiquity, arid settling at confinement as a hostage, put to torture 
the town of Osi in Marwar, retain this from inability to furnish the fbuds he would 
designation, or the still more common one unhesitatingly promise for aid, and all 
of Oswal. I t  was from the Pramara and ';}le while sure of death if he fell into the 
Solan H branches of the Agnicula race, that hands of. his political antagonists. His
these assumed the doctrine* of Bndha or tjient Mid g'eneral information made him
Jain , not however from the . ranks of the « ^ Icom e g u est: which 'was

. Brahmins, hut, as I  firmly believe, from that wormwood to the Chomdawuts, who laid
faith, whatever it was, which frtpso Scythio claim to a monopoly of patriotism, and 
or Takshao tribes brought from beyond the stigmatised the Snktawuts as the destroyers 
Indus. In like manner we found the Oho- of Mewar, though in truth both were 
Iran (also an Agnicula) regenerated by tlic <*1™% bhml to her interests iu their eon- 

: Brahmins or Mount Aboo; while the fourth tOeta for supremacy. He was no.v beyond 
tribe, the Purihara (ancient sovereigns, of :fi%» and appeared much older; but was 
Cashmere), have left traces in  the mom*, e a r f u l ,  good-humoured, and conversant 
meats of their capital, Muadoro, that they ™ varied occurrences of the times,
espoused'the then prevailing faith of Rajas- He at l™Slh completely established himself 
than,'namely, that of Budha. in the S ana’s good graces, who gave his

Manikchuud, also of the Jain faith, but of elder son a confidential employment. Had 
a different tribe (the SJainbri), was iu all the fe  lived, he would have been conspicuous, 
reverse of Bam Sing. He was tall, thin for he' had all the talent of his father, with 
rather bent, and of swarthy complexion, and the personal adjuncts possessed by Ram 
his tongue and ins beads were iu perpe- Sing ; but being sensitive and proud, he . 
dual motion. He had mixed in all the in to- swallowed poison, in consequence i t  was said 
gues of the last quarter of a, century, and, of tee severity of an undeserved rebuke", 
setting Zalim Bing of Kotak aside, had from Ms faiher, and died generally regretted, 
more influenced events than any individual I may here relate the end of poor Manika. 
now alive. H ew .is the organ .of the Snk- I t  was on the ground we had just quitted 
tawufr, and the .'steward and counsellor of the that he visited me for the last time, on .my 
head of this clan, the Bheendit cMef j and return from, the journey just commenced, 
being accordingly the irreconcilable tee of He had obtained the contract for the waole 
the Oh'pndawttts, had employed all the transit, ditties of the state, at the ra te  of



-------- “  ”* annum. VT bother from before stated, in exile. He is of the tribe
2 ,50 ,0 0 0  i ufcu-p ^  m  ft6nael0t(S deputy of Omuta, one of thirty-six divisions of 
<lu’ W1 own rapidity, or negligence, the Pramaras,* settler! during fifteen genem-
p '' -xi his inability to fulfil tho con- tions in. Central India, arid giving the’ name
tr*et “ ^  uearJy a sixth of tho amount, Omutwarra to the petty sovereignty of 
^  >  from his talents and promises, a which Nursinguth is the capital. Placed 
'yirfect establishment of this important in tho very heart of the predatory hordes; the 
department, which had been taken from Rindarries and Mahrattas occupied almost 
others on his account, was expected. I t  every village that owned their'sw ay, ami 
was difficult to judge charitably of his compelled him to the degradation of living 
assertions, without giving occasion to his nnder Holkar’s orange standard, which 
enemies to put a wrong construction on the waved over the battlements of his abode, 
motives. He pitched Ins' tent near me, and To one or othcr of thc great Mahratta 
requested an interview. He looked very leaders, Sindhia- and Holkar, all tho petty 
disconsolate, and remarked; that he had princes were made tributary dependants, 
seven several times left his tent, and as and Omutwarra had early acknowledged 
often, turned back, the bird of omen having Holkar, paying the annual sum of eighty 
each time passed him on the adverse ride; thousand rupees: hut this vassalage'did 
but that at length, he had determined to not socure the Raj a  from tllc  raTages of
disregard it, as, having forfeited confidence, the other spoliators, nor from the rapacity 
he was indifferent to the future. H ead- 0f  the myrmidons of his immediate lord 
mitted the profligacy of his inferiors, whom paramount; I n  1817, w hen these countries, 
he had, not sufficiently superintended, and for the first ti.no in many centuries, tasted 
took his leave promising by assiduity to. the blessings of peace,’ Omutwarra was, 
redeem his engagements, though his past like Mower, a mass of ruins, its fertile lands 
character for intrigue made Ms asseverations being overgrown with the thorny mimosa 
doubtful. Again failing to make good his 0r  the useful kesoola. The Raja partook 
promises, or, as was surmised, having of the demoralization around h im ; he 
applied the funds to his own estate, he took sought refuge in opium and -unite from his 
sirna with the Raja of Shahpura ; where, miseries, and was totally unfitted to aid in. 
mortified in ail probability by the reflection the work of redemption when happier.days 
of the exultation of his rivals over'his shone, upon .them. His son Ohyne Sing 
disgrace, and having lost the confidence of contrived to escape these' shares, and was 
kis own chief when ho obtained that of tho found in every respect competent to co- 
Ranx, he had recourse to the usual ex- operate in the work of renovation, and 
pedient of these countries, when “ perplexed through the intervention of the British 
in tho extreme,”  took poison and died. agent (Major Henley), an arrangement was 

The last of the trio of visitors on this oe- effected, by which the Raja retired on a 
easmn, the Raja of Nursingurb, is now, as * One oFtte AgmcuIaT.'------ ----- — “ -----
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stipend, and the son carried on Iho duties of Holkar ; to fix a millstone Vpund their 
of government in his name. necks, which, notwithstanding the compara-

I t  was unfortunate for these ancient tive happiness they enjoy, will keep them 
race?, that on the fortunate occasion present- always repining, and to secure which, will 
ed in 1817-18, when both Sindhia and make our interference eternal. Had a due 
Holkar aimed at the overthrow of our advantage been, taken of the hostilities in 
power {the one treacherously cloaking his 1817, it might have obviated these evils by 
views, the other disclosing them in the field), sending the predatory sovereign of half a 
our policy did not readily grasp it, to rescue century’s duration to a more restricted 
all these states from ruin and dependence, sphere. I t  may be said that it  is easy to 
Unfortunately, their peculiar history was dense plans years after the events which 
little known, or it would have been easily immediately called for th e m th o se  not only 
perceived that they presented the exact were mine at the time, but were suggested 
materials we required between us, and the to the proper authorities'!'and l a m  still 
entire occupation of the country. But disposed to think my views correct, 
there was fhen a strong notion afloat of a After chatting some time with the two 
species of balance of power, and it was chief's described, and presenting them with 
imagined that theso demoralized, and often ullur and pan*  they took leave, 
humiliated Mahrattaa, were the fittest Nathdwara— October Marched at
materials to throw into the scale—against I  day-break, and found the route almost im- 
know not what, except ourselves: for as- practicable for camels, from the swampy 
suredty the clay of our reverses will be a nature of the soil. The country is much 
jubilee to them, and will level every spear broken with irregular low ridges of mica- 
that they can bring against our existence, coons schist, in the shape of a chine or hog’s 
They would merit contempt if  they acted back, the crest of which has throughout all 
otherwise. Can they cease to remember its length a vein of quartz piercing the slate, 
tha;. the orange flag which waved in triumph and resembling a back-bone j the direction 
from the Sutledge .to the Kistna, has been of these veins is uniformly N.N.E., and.the 
replaced by the cross of St. George? But inclination about 75° to the east, ' Crossed ‘ 
the snake which flutters in tortuous folds the Nathdvvara ridge, about four hundred 
thereon, fitting crest for the wily Mahratta, feet in height, and like the hills encircling ’ 
is only scathed, and may yet call forth the the valley, composed of a brown granite 
lance of the red-cross knight to give the —---- ---------------- ------------ -— ----------------
coup de grace* Let it then be remembered , * p™1’ ' th® J e a f ;  Pm  #nd p**> th e  S a n s k r i t  f o r  ‘a 

,, , ,  . le a f  > h e n c e  pana, ‘ a  le a f  o r  s h e e t  o f p a p e r  a n d
that, bt*i-u as regards good policy and justice, patera ‘ a  p la te  o f  m e ta l  o r  sa c rif ic ia l c u p ,’ b e c a u se  

we owe to these states—independence. th e r e  v e sse ls  w e re  f irs t  m a d e  o f le av es . I w a s  a m u s e d
rn  ,  3 • r> . w ith  th e  c o in c id e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  S a n s c r it  a n d  T u sc a n
.1.0 WXiat U06$ our inter!ereneo With jtanct. T h a t  lo v e ly  s u b je c t  by R a p h a e l, th e  u Madonna

O m utw arra tend , b u t to  realize the  tr ib u te  in the Pitti palace at Florence, is so called
—*T T T T T T T — r--------- ;-------------------*-------- •-------------------  r̂om s u b d u e d  l ig h t  a d m it te d  th r o u g h  th e  w in d o w ,

bmdhi&s a snake argen t on an orange field* the p a n e s  of which are of paper,
131
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intersected with protruding veins of quartz, amber. Perhaps, with the exception of Lodi, 
incumbent on blue compact slate. The where is fabrics ted the far-famed Parmamn, 
ascent was a  mile and a half east of the whose pastures maintain . forty thousand 
town, and on the summit, which is table- kine, there is no other place known which 
land, there are two small lakes, whence possesses more than the city of the Hindu 
water-courses conduct streams on each side Apollo, though but a tenth of that of Lodi, 
of the road, to supply the temple and the But from the four thousand cows, the expen- 
town, There are noble trees planted on diture of milk and butter for the votaries of 
either side of these rivulets, forming a Kaniya may be judged. I was entertained 
delightful shade. As we passed through the with the opinions of the old banker on the 
town, to our encampment on the opposite miraculous and oracular power of the god 
side of the Bunas river, the inhabitants of Nathdwara. He had just 'been permitted 
crowded the streets, shouting their grateful to prostrate himself before the car which 
acknowledgments to the power which had conveyed the deity from the Yamuna, and 
redeemed the sacred precincts of Kaniya held forth on the impiety of the age, in. 
from the scenes of turpitude amidst which withholding the transmission of the rnira- 
they lmd grown up. They were all looking oulous wheels from heaven, which in former 
forward with much pleasure to the approach- days came once in six months. The most 
fog festival of Aunacuta. devout alone are permitted to worship the

Oct. 15th.—H alted to allow the baggage chariot of Kaniya. The garments which 
to join, which, partly from the swamps, and decorate his representative are1 changed 
partly from the intractable temper of the several times a day, to imitate the different 
cattle, we have not seen since we parted stages of his existence, from the youthful 
company at Mairta. Recei ved a visit from Bala to the conqueror of Kansa ; or, as the 
the mookhia of the temple, accompanied by Surat devotee said in broken .English, ii Oh, 
a pilgrim in the person of a rich banker of “ Sir, ho be much great god : lie first of a l l ;
Surat. A splendid quilted cloak of gold “ and he change from de hal.uk, or child, to 
brocade, a blue scarf with a deep border of M de fierce chief, with de bow and arrow a 
gold, and an embroidered band for the head, “ bees hands;” while the old mookhia, - whose 
were brought to me as the gift of the god office it is to perambulate the whole 
through his high priest, in testimony of my continent of India as one of the couriers of 
zeal I  was also honoured with a tray of Kaniya, lifted up his eyes, as he ejaculated 
the sacred food, which consisted of all. the “ Sri K ishna! Sri Kishna !” I  gave him a 
dried fruits, spices, and aromatics of the paper addressed to all officers of the British 
East. In the evening, I  had a portion of Government who might pass through the 
the afternoon repast, consisting of a pre- lands of the church, recommending the pre­
paration of milk ; but the days of simplicity tectiori of the peacocks and peepnl trees, 
are goiie, and the Apollo of Yrij has his and to forbear polluting the precincts of the 
curds adulterated with rose-water and god with the blood of animals. To avoid
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offending against their prejudices in this for his extrication, in the shape of fascines 
particular, I  crossed the river, and killed arid logs of wood, which being thrown to 
our fowls within our own sanctuary, and him, he placed deliberately in front, and 
afterwards concealed the murder by burying making a. stout resistance with head/ teeth, 
the feathers, and foot, pressing the wood, he brought tip

OostreWAS.— October, 16th. —-There is no- one leg after the other in a most methodical 
thing so painful as sitting down inactive and pioneer-like manner, till he delivered 
when the mind is bent upon an object. Our himself from bis miry prison. Futteh did 
escort was, yet labouring in the swamps, not require such a id ; but, aware that the 
and as we could not be worse -off than we fault was not his, he soon indignantly shook 
wore, we deemed it better to advance, and the load off his back, and left them to got 
accordingly decamped in the afternoon, it out in any manner they chose, 
sending on a tent to Oosurwas ; but though Waited to aid in reloading, and it being 
the distance was. only eight miles We were already dusk, pushed on with my dog Belie, 
benighted, and had the comfort to find old who, observing a oouplo of animals, darted 
Fultfeh* the victorious, floundering with his off into the jungles, and led me after her, as 
load in. a bog, out of which he was picking fast as the devious paths in such a savage 
his way in a desperate rage. I t  is generally scone would permit. But I  soon saw her 
the driver’s fault when such an accident scampering down the height, the game, in 
oocurs ; for if  there be but a foot’s breadth the shape of two huge wolves, close at- her 
of sound footing, so sensible is the animal, heels, and delighted to find rescue at band, 
that he is sure to avoid danger if left to I have no doubt their retreat from my 
his own discretion and the free use of his favourite greyhound was a mere ruse da 
proboscis, with which he thumps the ground guerre to lead her beyond supporting dis- 
as he cautiously proceeds step by step, tance, and they had nearly effected, then- 
giving signals to his keeper of the safety object; they went off in a very sulky and 
or the reverse of advancing, as clearly as leisurely manner. In my subaltern days, 
if he spoke. Futteh’a signals had been when with the subsidiary force in Gohud, I 
disregarded, and he was accordingly in a remember scouring the tremendous ravines 
great passion at finding himself abused, and near the Antri pass to get a spear at a 
kept from Ms cakes and butter, of which ho wolf, my companion (Lieut., now Lieut, 
had always thirty pounds’ weight at sunset, Col. T. D. Smith) and myself were soon 
The sagacity of the elephant is Well known, surrounded by many scores of these 
and was in no instance better displayed than hungry animals, who prowled about our 
in the predicament above described, I  have camp all night, having carried off a 
seen the huge monster iu a position which child the night before. As we charged in 
to him must have been appalling ; but, with one direction; they gave w ay; but kept 
an instinctive reliance on others, he awaited upon our quarters without the least fear, 
in tolerable patience the arrival of materials and seemingly enjoyed the fun. I  do not



recollect whether it excited any other feeling f enjoyments, till midnight, when the fly of 
than mirth. They shewed no symptom of the doctor’s tent arrived, of which wo 
ferocity, or desire to make a meal of us ; availed our&olvcs as & protection against the 
o ra  retreat from these ravines, with their heavy dews of the, night j and though our 
superior topographical knowledge, would bivouac : was in a ploughed field, and we 
doubtless- have been difficult were surrounded by wild beasts' in a silent

■We passed the Bunas river, just escaping waste, they proved no drawbacks- -.to "the 
from the rock-bound barriers, our path enjoyment of repose, 
almost in contact with the Water to the left. Malted the 17th, to collect the dislocated 
The stream was clear as crystal, and of baggage; for although such scenes, seasoned 
great dep th ; the banks low and verdant, with romance, might do very well for m, 
and fringed with wood. I t  was a lovely, our followers were ignorant of the name of 
lonely spot, and well deserved to be con- Ann Radcliffe or other conjurors; and 
secrated by legendary tale. In  ancient though admirers of tradition, Eke myself, 
times, .ere these valleys were trod by the preferred it after -dinner. Oosurwas is a 
infidel Tatar, coco-nuts were here present- valuable village, but now thinly inhabited, 
ed to the genius of the river, whose arm I t  was recently given by the Sana, with his 
appeared above the waters to receive them ; accustomed want, of reflection, to a Oharira 
but ever since some unhallowed hand threw bard, literally for an old song. But even 
a stone in lieu, of a coco-nut, the arm has this folly was surpassed on his bestowing 
been withdrawn. Few in fact lived, either the township of Seesodia, in the valley in 
to supply or keep alive the traditions which advance, the place from which his tribe 
lend a charm to a journey through these takes its appellation, on another of the 
wild scenes, though fixll of bogs and wolves, fraternity, nairied Kishna, his master bard,
We reached our journey’s end very late who has the art to make Ms royal patron 
and though no tents were u.p* we had the behove that opportunity alone is wanting to 
consolation to spy the eook in a snug comer render, his name as famed as that of the 
with a leg of mutton before some -blazing illustrious Sanga, or the immortal Pertap, 
logs, round which he had placed the wall of I  received and returned the visit of an 
a tent to check the force of the mountain ascetic Sanyasi, whose hermitage was 
air. W e all congregated round the cook’s perched upon a cliff not far from our tents, 
are, and were infinitely happier in the Like most of his brethren, he was intelligent, 
prospect before us, and with the heavens for and had a considerable store of local and 
our canopy, than with all our accustomed foreign legends a t command. He was 
conveniences and fare. Every one this clay dressed in a loose orange-coloured unga or 
had taken his own road, and each had his tunic, with a t,orban of the same material, 
adventure to  relate. Our repast was delici- in which was twisted a necklace of the 
ous; nor did any favourable account reach lotus kernel; he had another in  his hand, 
us of tents or other luxuries to tear our with which he repeated the name of the
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deity at intervals. He expressed Ms own picturesque tamarind, the sacred peepul and 
surprise and the sentiments of the itohnbi- burr, are abundantly scattered with many 
tents n  the tranquillity they enjoyed, with- others, throughout. For has nature in vain 
out m y  tumultuary cause being discover- appealed to human industry and ingenuity 
able ; and said that we must be something to second her intents. From the margin of 
more than human. This superstitious feel- the stream on each side to the mountain’s 
ing for a while was felt as well by the prince base, they have constructed a series of 
and the turbulent chief, aeby the anchorite terraces rising over each other, whence by 
of Oosurwas. simple and ingenious methods they raise the

October 1B*A—Marched at daybreak to waters to irrigate the rich crops of sugar- 
■Sumaicha, distance of .twelve miles. Again cane, cotton, and rice, which they cultivate 
found oar advanced elephant and breakfast- upon them. Here we have a proof that 
tent in a swamp halted to extricate him ingenuity is the same, when prompted by 
from his difficulties; The road from. Nath- necessity, in the Jura or the Aravali. 
dwara is but a footpath, over or skirting a Wherever soil could be found, or time de~ 
succession of low broken ridges, covered composed these primitive rocks, a barrier 
with prickly shrubs, as the Khyr, the was raised. When discovered, should it be 
Rhureel, and Babooh At the village of in a hollow below, or on the summit of a 
Gong G nor ah, midway in the morning’s crag, it' is alike greedily seized on ; even 
journey, wo entered the alpine valley called there water is found, and if you leave the 
the fohero .Nulla, The village of Hoorah path below and ascend a hundred feet above 
is placed in the opening or break in the the terraces, you will discover pools or 
range through which the river flows, whose reservoirs dammed in with massive trees, 
serpentine meanderings indicate the only which serve to irrigate such insulated spots, 
road up this .majestic valley. On the banks, or serve as nurseries to the young rice- 
or in its bed, which me frequently crossed, plants. .Not infrequently, their labour is 
lay the remainder of this day’s march. The entirely destroyed, and the dykes swept 
valley varies in breadth., but is seldom less away by the periodical inundations ; for we 
than half a mile, the hills rising boldly from observed the high-water-mark in the trees 
their base ; some with a fine and even considerably up the acclivity. The rice crop * 
surface covered with mangoe trees, others was abundant, and the joar or maize was 
lifting their splintered pinnacles into the thriving, but scanty j the standard autumnal 
clouds. Nature has been lavish of her ffop winch preceded it, the nakfa, otS Indian 
beauties to this romantic region. Thegoolm  corn,’ had been entirely devoured by the 
or wild fig, the dtaphal or custard-apple, locust. The sugar-cane, by tar the most 
the peach car - woo bodani (almond-peach), valuable product of this curiops region, was 
are indigenous and abundant; the banks very fine, but sparingly cultivated from the 
of the stream are shaded by  the withy, dread of this insect, which for the last three 
while the large trees, the useful mangoe and years h a d : ravaged the valley. There are 
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two species of locusts, which' some in clouds, hamlets, each of about one hundred houses, 
darkening the air, from the desert: the It is situated at the'-'"base of a mountain 
farkd  &nd the ieeri are their names ; the distiactively termed Edna Pctf-, from a well 
first is the great enemy of our incipient known path by which the Ranas secured 
prosperity. I  observed a-colony some time their retreat to the upland wilds when hard 
•ago proceeding eastward with a rustling, pushed by the Moguls. It, also leads direct 
rushing soundylike a distant torrent, or the to the capital of the district, avoiding Iho 
wind in a forest at the fall of the leaf, We circuitous route we were pursuing, Sum- 
have thus to struggle against natural and aicha is occupied by the Koombhawnls, 
artificial -obstacles to the rising energies of descendants of Bans Koomhlio, who came 
the country ; and dread of the farkas detors in' a body with' .their eldsrs at their .head to 
speculators from renting ■ &©'. fertile tract, visit me, bringing; the famed cuftri of the 
■which almost entirely belongs to the fisc, valley (often three feet in length), curds, 
Its natural fertility cannot he better de- and. a kid as gifts, I  rose to receive these 
mdtostrated than in recording the success Rajapntras, the Bhonrias or yeomen of the 
of an experiment, which produced five  | valley; and though undistinguishaMs in
from, the scime pwee o f around, within thirteen dress from the commonest cultivator, 1 did 
montte. I t  mtetj however, lie understood homage to their descent. Indeed, they did 
that two of these are species of millet, not require the auxiliaries of dress, their 
which arc cut' in six weeks from the time appearance being ao striking »g to draw 
of sowing. A. patch of ground, for which forth the spontaneous exclamation from my 
the cultivator pays six rupees rent, will friends, “ what noble-looking fellows..!” Their 
produce sugar-cane six hundred rupees in tall and robust figure's, sharp acq inline 
value : but the labour and expenee of features, and lowing beards, with a native 
cultivation are heavy, and--cupidity too often dignity' of demeanour, (though excepting 
deprives the husbandman of the greater their chiefs, who wore turbans and scarfs, 
share of the fruits, ninety rupees having they were in their usual labouring dresses, 
been taken in arbitrary taxes, besides his immense loose breeches and turbans,) corn- 
original rent. polled respect and admiration. Formerly

The air of this elevated region gave they gave one hundred matchlocks for 
vigour to the limbs, and appetite to the garrison duty at Komulmeer; but the 
disordered stomach. There-was-an exhflara- Msbrattas have pillaged and impoverished 
ting fmickeur, which made us quite frantic ; them. These are the real allodial tenants 
the transition being from 96® of Fahrenheit of the land, performing personal local 
to English summer heat. We breakfasted 'service, and paying an annual quit-rent, 
in a  verdant spot under the shade of a noble I  conciliated their good opinion by talking 
fig-tree fanned by the cool breezes from 0{ the deeds of old days, the recollection of 
the mountains. which a Rajpoot never outlives.. The as-

Sumaicha consists of three separate semWy under the fig-tree was truly pietur-
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esqne, add would have foniahod a good Near the “ elephant’s pool” and at the 
subject for Gerard .Dow. Gar baggage village of Kheyrlee, two roads diverge : one, 
joined m  at Snmaiclut ; but many of our by the BirgooJa m l  or pass, conducts direct to 
camels were already won out by labouring Mathdwara ; the other, leading to Reechan• 
through swamps, for which they sire by and the celebrated shrine of the four-armed 
nature incapacitated. god,- famed as a place of pilgrimage. The

O'tV&SF 19tA—-Marched to, Kailwara, the range on onr left terminating . abruptly, We' * 
capital of this mountainous region, and the turned by Oladnr to Kailwara, and en~ 
abode of the Ranas when driven from camped in a mangoe-grove, on a table-land 
Ohaetore and the plains of the Bunas; on half a mile north of the town. Here the 
which occasion these valleys received and valley enlarges, presenting a wild, pictures- /  
maintained a great portion of the population que, and ragged appearance. The barometer 
of Mewar. There is not a  rock or a stream indicated about ft thousand feet of elevation 
that has not some legend attached , to it, above the level of Oodipur, which is about 
connected with these times, The valley two thousand above the se a : yet we were 
presents the same features as already des- scarcely above the base of the alpine cliffs 
crihed. .Passed a cleft in the mountain on which towered around ns on all sides. I t  
the left, through which a stream rushes, was the point of divergence far the waters, 
called the ‘‘elephant’s poo! a short cut may which, from the numerous fountains in these
be made by the foot passenger to Kailwara, uplands, descended each declivity, to refresh 
but it is too intricate for any unaccustomed the arid plains of Marwar to the west, and 
to these wilds to venture. We could not to swell the lakes of Mewar to the east, 
ascertain the origin of the w elephant’s pool,” Previous to the damming of the stream 
btit it is most likely connected with ancient which forms that little ocean, the Kankerowli 
warfare. Passed the village of Moorcho, lake, it is asserted that, the supply to the 
held by a RaLtore chieftain. On the margin west -was very scanty, nearly all flowing 
of a small lake adjoining the village, a small eastward, or through the valley; but since , ■" 
and very neat sacrificial altar attracted toy the formation, of the lake, and consequent 
regard ; and not satisfied with the reply that saturation of the intermediate region, the 
it was sutti ca maeem,i the place of faith,’ I  streams are ever flowing to the West. The 
sent to request the attendance of the village spot where I  encamped was a t least five 
seer. I t  proved to he that of the ancestor hundred feet lower than Arait Pol, the first of 
of the occupant: a proof of devotion to her the fortified barriers leading to Komuimeer, 
husband, who had fallen in the wars waged whose citadel rose more than, seven hundred 
by Arungzebo against this country ; when, feet above the tem -phine  of its outworks 
with a relic of her lord, she mounted the beneath.
pyre. He is sculptured on horseback, with The Maharaja Dowlut Sing, a near relative 
an ce at rest, to denote that it is no churl to 0f the Rana, and governor of Komuimeer, 
whom, the record is devoted. attended by a numerous suite, the crimson
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.standard, trumpets, kettledrum, seneschal, this agreeable employment, wo were joined 
and bard, aivanced several miles to meat by Major fM^clood, of the artillery, sect by 
aud conduct me to die castle. According to (denera! ..Donkin to report on the facilities 
c u’qnctte, w-e both dismounted and ombrae-ed, of reducing the place by. siege, and Ms 
and afterwards rode together conversing ou opinion being, that a gun could not be 
the affairs of the province, and the generally placed in position in less .than six .weeks, 
altered ■ cwdiUaji of the country. )owlut the grilling spared the European force in 
Sing, being of the immediate' kin. of bis such . a region was well worth the £ 4 » $ M  
sovereign, is one of the hobos or infants of arrears. My own escort and party r r a  .uneci 
Me way, enumerated in the tribe, called k  possession for a week, until the Bana 
Banawut with the title of Maharaja.. Setting- sent hie gan-iaori. P ip ing  these eight day*, 
aside the: family of Sheodan Sing, he is the ! our lime was -imply occupied in sketching 
next in succession to the reigning family,, and ^cyphering the momuaeutol records 
I.fe is one of the few oyer .whom the general of this singularly diversified spot. I t  would ' 
demoralization has had no power, and he be'vain to attempt describing the intricacies 
remains a simple-minded, staight-forward, of approach to this fkr-farued abode, wlmso 
honost man..; blunt,., smassuming,. and court©- exterior is delineated by the pencil. A 
ous, -His rank and character particularly massive wall, with numerous towers and 
qualify him for the post, he holds,on this pierced battlements, having a strong re- 
western frontier, which is the ..key to lia r  war. semblance to the Etruscan,. encloses a space 
U was in February 18,1.8 that I obtained of some .miles extent below, while the 
possession of this place ( Komulmeer), by pinnacle or sikra rises, like the crown of tho 
negotiating the arrears of the garrison. Hindu Cybele, tier above tier of batthments,
Dold is the cheapest, surest, and most ex- to the summit, which is crowned with the 
pedkious of all generals in the East, Jtadul MaM, or « dou&palMe* of tho Uanas. • 
amongst sucli mercenaries as we had to deni Thence the eye ranges over tho sandy 
with, who change masters with the -.same deserts, aud tire chaotic mass of mountains, 
facility as they . would their, turban. In  which ar© on all sides covered with the 
twenty-four hours wp were put in .possession, m ttm , which luxuriates amidst the rooks of 
ot the fort, and,as we had not above one- the Aravali. Besides the Arait pol, or 
thiro. oi the stipulated ram in ready cash, ; barrier thrown .across the first narrow 
they without hesitation . took a bill of ex- ascent,about pno mil© from Kailwara, there 
change, written m  the drum-head, qn the is a second called the H ull a gri, intermediate 
mercantile town of Pally in Marw&r: in to Ifanunumpol, the exterior gate o f the 
rach estimation -is British faith held, oven fortress ‘between which and tho summit they© 
by the most lawless tribes oi India ! Next are. three more wz. the gate of victory, the 
morning we saw them Minding down, the sanguinary gate, and that of Kama, besides 
western declivity, while we quietly took our the last, or Chmym pol. The barometer 
breakfast in an old rained temple. Dming stood, at half past seven a . m ,, 28° f>6' .
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thermometer 58° Fahr, at the Andt p o l: which would '-absolutely deform shafts less
and on the summit at nine, while the slight, are peculiarly indicative of the 
thermometer rose to 75°, tho barometer had Takshae architect.* Sumpriti. was the fourth 
only descended 15', and stood: at 26*50',* prince in descent from Chandragupta, of the 
though we had ascended full six hundred Jain faith, and the ally of Seleucos, the 
feet, Admitting the last, range as our guide, Grecian sovereign of Bactriana. The frag- 
the peak of Komulmeor will be 3,353 feet ments of Megasthenes, ambassador from 
above the level of the ocean, Hence I  laid j Selcucus, record, that this alliance was most 
down the positions of many towns far in the intimate ; that the daughter of the Rajpoot 
desert. Here were subjects to occupy the king was married to Seleucus, who, in 
pencil at least for a month ; but we had only return for elephants and other gifts, sent 
time for one of the most interesting views, a body of Greek soldiers to serve Chandra-' 
the Jain  temple before the reader, and a gupta. I t  is curious to contemplate the 
sketch of the fortress itself, both finished on possibility, nay the probability, that the Jain 
the spot. The design of this temple is truly temple now before the reader may have been 
classic. I t  consists only of the sanctuary, designed by Grecian artists, or that the taste 
which has a vaulted dome and colonnaded of the artists among the Rajpoots may have 
portico allround. The architecture is un- been modelled after the Grecian. This was 

: donbiedly Jain, which, is as distinct, .focha- our temple of Theseus in Mewar, A massive 
racter from the Brahminical as their religion, monolithic emblem of black marble of the 
There is a chaSteness and simplicity in Jus Hindu Jivapitri, had been improperly in­
specimen of monotheistic worship, affording troduced into the shrine of tho worshippers 
a wide contrast to the elaborately sculptured of the “ spirit alone.” Being erected on. 
shrines of the Saivas, and other polytheists of the rock, and chiselled from the syenite on 
India. The extreme want of decoration best which it stands, it may bid defiance to time, 
attests-its aut'.jiuty, entitling us fcb attribute There was another sacred structure in its 
it to that period when Sumpriti Raja, of the vicinity, likewise Jain, but of a distinct 
family of C'handragupta, was paramount so- character ; indeed, offering a perfect con- 
vereign over all these regions, (two hundred trast to that described. It was three stories 
years before Christ); to whom tradition in. height; each tier was decorated with 
ascribes the most ancient monuments of this numerous massive low columns, resting on 
faith, yet existing in Rajasthan and Saw- a sculptured panneled parapet, and snstain- 
rashtra. The proportions and forms of the fog the roof of each story, which being very 
columns are especially distinct from the other low, admitted but a broken light to "break 
temples, befog slight, and tapering instead of the pervading gloom. I should imagine 
massive, the general characteristic of Hindu that the sacred architects of the East l a d  
architecture ; while the projecting cornices, studied effect equally with the preserver, of

* 4t four o’clock i’, ml, same position, thermometer j fo**TCung and the arts in the dark period of 
SPj barometer 26° 86'. J * ree note * 2jkI col. in ^  -23! also note in p. 268. '
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Europe, when those monuments, which must file mountain overlooking the pass. The 
ever be her pride, arose on the ruins of goddess is placed in this midst of her.immer- 
pa^anism. How far the Saxon or Scandi- ous family, including the greater and lesser 
navian pagan contributed to the. general divinities. They arc all of the .purest 
design of such structures may bo doubted j marble, each about three feet in height, and 
but that their decorations, especially the tolerably executed, though evidently since 
grotesque, have a powerful resemblance to the decline of the art, of which very few 
the most ancient Hindu-Scythic, there is good specimens exist executed within.the 
no question, as 1 shall hereafter more last soven centuries. The temple is very 
particularly point out. simple and primitive, consisting but of a

Who, that, has 'a  spark of imagination, long hall, around which the gods are ranged, 
but has felt the indescribable emotion which without either niche or altar, 
the gloom and silence of a Gothic cathedral The most interesting portion of this temple 
excites? The very extent provokes a com- is its court, formed by a substantial wall 
parison humiliating to the pigmy spectator, enclosing a tolerable area. The interior of 
and this is immeasurably increased when this wall had been entirely covered with 
the site is the mountain, pinnacle, where man immense tables of black marble, on which 
and his works fade into nothing in contom- was inscribed the history of their gods, and, 
plating the magnificent expanse of nature, what was of infinitely greater importance,
The Hindu priest did not raise the temple for *kat of the mortal princes who had erected 
heterogeneous multitudes : ho calculated that the tablets in their honour. B ut what a 
the mind would be more highly excited sight for the antiquary! ho t one of the 
when left to its solitary devotions, amidst “ any tables was en tire ; the fragments were 
the silence of these cloistered columns, strewed about, or placed in position to 
undisturbed save by the monotony of the receive the flesh-pots of the sons of Ishmael, 
passing bell, while’ the surrounding gloom mercenary Kohilla Afghan/ 
is broken only by the flare of the censer On quitting the temple of Mama lfevi, 
as the incense mounts above the altar. my attention was attracted by a simple

It would present no distinct picture to monumental shrine on the opposite side of 
the eye, were I  to describe each individual the valley, and almost in the gorge of the 
edifice within the scope of vision, either Pass- B  was most happily situated, being
Upwards towards the citadel or below. * These people assert their Coptic origin: being;
Looking down from th© Jain temple -towards driven from iSygpfc by one of the Pharoahs, they
a. „„„ , . . wandered eastward tail they arrived under that peak ofthe pass, t.U the contracting gorge is lost m th0 mountain8 west 0* the indu3 called s u l i J n M .
d istance, th e  g rad u a lly  d im inishing space is or ’Hill of Solomon, ’ where they halted. Others draw-
filled with masses of ruin. I  will only ihe“ J o f  They are a very

J  marked race, and as unsettled as their forefathers*, serving 
notice two o f the most interesting. The everywhere. They are. line gallant men, and when
first is dedicated to Mama devi ‘ the mother mfnf8ed, ^  "“M ? ”  aa skiQBfir-make exuellf t 1 t  ̂ n o&erly soldiers ; but they evince great contempt jfyr the
of th© gods,’ whose shrine is oil the brow of eaters of swine, who are their abomination,
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quite isolated, overlooking the road leading learned, to guide the war-horse, and throw 
to Marwar, and consisted of a  simple dome with unerring aim. the arrow from his back, 
of very moderate dimensions, supported by even while at speed. Armed with the. bow 
columns, without any intervening object to and quiver, and mounted on a fiery Kattya- 
obstruct the view of the little monumental war, she joined the cavalcade in their 
altar arising out of the centre of the plat- unsuccessful attempts to wrest Theda from 
form. I t  was the Sybilline temple of Tivoli the Afghan, Jeirnul, the third son of Rana 
in miniature. To it, over rock and ruin, I  Raemul, in person made proposals for her 
descended. Here repose the ashes of the hand. “ Redeem Thoda,” said the star of 
Troubadour of Mewar, the gallant Prithwi- Bednore, “ and my hand is thine.” He 
raj, and Ms heroine wife, Tarra Bhae, whose assented to the terms : but evincing a rude 
lives and exploits fill many a page of the determination to be possessed of the prize 
legendary romances of Mewar. ere he had earned it, he was slain by the

This fair * star’ ( tarra) was the daughter indignant father. Prithwi-raj, the brother of 
of Rao Soortan, the chieftain of Bednore. the deceased, was then an exile in M arwar;
He was of the Solaaki tribe, the lineal he had just signalized his valour, and ensured 
descendant of the famed Balhara kings of his father’s forgiveness, by the redemption 
Anhulwarra. Thence expelled by the arms of Godwar,* and the catastrophe at Bednore 
of Alla in the thirteenth century, they determined him to accept the gage thrown 
migrated to Central India, and obtained down to Jeimul. Fame and the bard had 
possession of Tonk-Thoda and its lands on carried the renown of Prithwi-raj far beyond 
the Bunas, which from remote times had the bounds of Mewar ; the name alone was 
been occupied (perhaps founded) by the attractive to the fair, and when thereto he 
Taks, and hence bore the name of Taksilla- who bore it added all the chivalrous ardor 
nuggur, familiarly Takipur aud Thoda.* of his prototype, the Chohan, Tarra Bhae,
Soortan had been deprived of Thoda by with the sanction of her father, consented
Lilia the Afghan, and now occupied Bednore to bo his, on the simple asseveration that 
at the foot of the Aravalli, within the bounds “ he would restore to them Thoda, or he was 
of Mewar. Stimulated by the reverses of « no true Rajpoot.” The anniversary of 
her family, and by the incentives of its the martyrdom of the sons of Alii Was the 
ancient glory, Tarra Bhae, scorning . the season chosen for the exploit. .Prithwi-raj 
habiliments and occupations of her sex, formed a select band of five hundred cava-

* From tie rains of its temples, remnants of Takshac Hers, and accompanied by his bride, the fair 
architecture, the amateur might speedily fill a portfolio. m „_„ « „ • • , , .* ... ,
This tract abounds with romantic scenery: Rajm&hl on . ‘ ’ 1 eĉ  On partaking his glory
the Bunas, Gokurn, and many others. Herbert calls and Ms danger, he reached Thoda at the
Cheetore . the abode of Tallies, the ally of Alexander. . . .  .,
The Taks were all of the race of Pooru, so that P o m s  is momenfc th e  or bier containing the
a generic, not a proper name. This f  aksilla-nugger has martyr-brothers, was placed in the centre of
been a large city. We owe thanks to emperor Baber. „r . > __£ , m  • m
Who has gWen us the position of the city of Taxiles, the chouk or square. The prince, Tarra
where Alexander left it, west of the Indus. r  * See page 228.
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Jpae, and the faithful Seijgar chief, the by Sfohomodan writers as to the result, 
inseparable companion- of Prithwi-ny, left though they a rt ignorant of the impulse 
their cavalcade and joined, the procession as which prompted the act. Prithwi-raj on some 
it passed under the balcony of the palace in occasion found the Rana conversing fami- 
which the Afghan was putting on His dress liarly with an aMy of tho Malwa king, and 
preparatory to descending. Just as he had feeling offended at the condescension, ex- 
nskod, who were the strange horsemen that pressed himself with warmth. The Rana 
had joined the throng, the lance of Prithwi- ironically replied : “ you are a mighty seizor 
raj and an arrow from the bow of his “ of kings; but for me, I  desire to retain 
Amazonian bride stretched him on the floor., “ my land.” Prithwi-raj abruptly retired,
Before the crowd recovered from the panic, collected his band,: made for 'Noernuteb, 
the three had reached the gate of tho .town, where he soon gathered five thousand horse, 
where 'their exit was obstructed by an and reaching Depalpur, plundered it, and 
elephant. Tarra Bba®' with her scimitar slow the governor, The king on hearing of 
divided his trunk, and tho animal flying, the irruption, left Mandoo at the head of 
they joined their cavalcade, which was close what troops he could collect; but the • Raj- 
at band. poot prince, in' lien of retreating, rapidly

The Afghans were encountered, and could advanced and attacked the camp while re- 
not stand the attack. Those who did not freshing after the march. Singling out the 
fly were cut to pieces; and the gallant royal tent, occup .ed by eunuchs and females, 
Prithwi-raj inducted the father of his bride the king was made captive, and placed on 
into his inheritance. A brother of the an express camel beside the prince, who 
Afghans, in his attempt to recover it, lost warned the pursuers to follow peaceably,
Ms life. The Nawab Mulloo Khan then or he would put his majesty to death; add- 
holding Ajmeer, determined to oppose the m g  that he intended him no harm, hut that 
Seesodia prince in person; who, resolved after having made him if touch his father’s 
upon being the assailant, advanced to u feet,” he should restore him to liberty.
Ajmeer, encountered his foe in the camp at Having carried him direct to Oheetore and 
day-break, and after great slaughter entered to his father’s presence, he turned to him 
Gurh Beetli, the citadel, with the fugitives, saying, (t send for your friend the ahdy, and 
“ By these acts,” says the chronicle, “ hia “ ask him who this is?” The Malwa king 
“ fame increased m Rajwarra : one thousand was detained a month within the walls of 
“ Rajpoots, animated by the same love of Oheetore, and having paid bis ransom in 
“ glory and devotion, gathered round the horses, was Sot at liberty with every demon- 
“ nafarras of Prithwi-raj. Their swords stratum of honour. Prithwi-raj returned to 
“ shone in the heavens, and were dreaded on Komulmeer, his residence, and passed his 
“ the earth ; bu t they aided the defence- life in exploits like these from the age of 
“ less.” fourteen to twenty-three, the admiration of

Another story is recorded and confirmed the country and the theme of the hard.
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I t  could not be expected that long life had overtaken him ere she descended from 
would be the lot of one who thus courted the citadel. Her resolution was soon form- 
distinction, though it was closed neither by ed; the pyre was erected, and with the 
shot nor sabre, but by poison, when on the mortal remains of the chivalrous Prithwi raj 
eve of prosecuting his unnatural % d  against in her embrace, she sought “ the regions 
Ms brother Sanga, the place of whose retreat of the sun.” Such the end of the Seesodia 
was made known by his marriage with the prince, and the star of Bednore. From 
daughter of the chieftain of Srinuggur, who such instances we must form our opinion 
had dared to give him protection id defiance of the manners of those people. But for the 
of his threats. poisoned confection of the chief of Sirohi,

At the same time he received a letter from Prithwi-raj would have had the glory of 
his sister, written in great, grief, complain- opposing himself to Baber, instead of his 
mg of the barbarous treatment of her lord heroic brother and successor, Sanga.* 
the Sirohi prince, from whose tyranny she Whether, from his superior order of tem- 
begged to be delivered and to be restored to perament, and the love of military glory 
the paternal roof *, since whenever he had which attracted similarly-constituted minds 
indulged too freely in the ‘essence of the to bis fortunes, he wonld have been more 
flower, ’ or in opium, he used to place her successful than his brother, it  is futile to 
under the bedstead, and leave her to sleep conjecture.
on the floor. Prithwi-raj instantly departed, Oct. 20.—Halted till noon, that the men 
reached Sirohi at midnight, scaled the palace, might dress their dinners, and prepare for 
and interrupted the repose of Pabhoo Rao the descent into “ the region of death,” or 
by placing his poniard at his throat. His Marwar. The pass by which we had to 
wife, notwithstanding his cruelty complied gain it was represented as terrific; hut as 
with his humiliating appeal for mercy, and both horse and elephant, with the aid of the 
begged his life, which was granted on hatchet, will pick their way wherever man 
condition of his standing as a suppliant with can go, we determined to presevere. Struck 
his wife’s shoes on his head, and touching the camp at noon, when the baggage filed 
her feet, the lowest mark of degradation, off, halting ourselves till three ; the escort 
He obeyed, was forgiven, and embraced by and advance tents, and part of the cuisine 
Prithwi-raj, who become his guest during being ordered to clear the pass, while we 
five days. Pabhoo Hao was celebrated for designed to spend the night mid-way in a 
a confection, of which he presented some to spot forming the natural boundary of Mewar 
his brother at parting. He partook of it and Marwar, reported to be sufficiently 
as he came in sight of Komulmeer; but on capacious. Rumour had not magnified the 
reaching the shrine of Mama Devi was un- difficulties of the descent, which we found 
able to proceed. H ere he sent a message strewed with our baggage, arresting all
to the fair Tara to come and bid him f a r e - ____________________________________ _
well; but so subtle was the poison, that death * See Annals, page 231.
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progress for a full hour. For nearly a mile trust to his pony to carry him across, but 
there was but just breadth sufficient to admit deviating to the left, just as I  was leapiuo 
the passage of a loaded elephant, the descent from a projecting ledge, to my horror, horse 
being at an angle of 55* with the horizon, and rider disappeared. The shock was mb- 
and streams on either side rushing with a mentary, and a good ducking the only result 
deafening roar over their rugged beds. As which in the end was the luckiest thing that 
we gained a firmer footing at the base of could have befallen him. On reaching the 
this first descent, we found that the gallant Hattidurra, or ‘ barrier of the elephant ’ (a 
Manika, the gilt of my friend the Boondi very appropriate designation for a mass of 
prince, had missed his footing and rolled down rock serving as a rampart to shut up the 
the steep, breaking the cantle of the saddle ; pass }, where we had intended to remain the 
a little further appeared the cook, banging in night, we found no spot capacious enough 
dismay over the scattered implements of his even for a single tent. Orders accordingly 
art, his camel remonstrating against the passed to the rear for the baggage to 
replacing of his cujavas or panniers. For collect there, and wait the return of day 
another mile it became more gentle, when to continue the march. The shades of 
we passed under a tower of Kumulmeer, eree- night were fast descending, and we pro- 
ted on a scraped projection of the rock, full ceeded almost in utter darkness towards 
five hundred feet above us. The scenery the bam -C the stream, the roar of whose 
was magnificent ; the mountains, rising on waters was our guide, and not a little 
each side every variety of form, and there perplexed by the tumultuous rush which 
summits, as they caught a ray of the depart- issued from every glen, to join that we were 
ing sun, reflecting on our sombre path a seeking. Towards the termination of the 
momentary gleam from the masses of rose- descent the path became wider, and the voice 
coloured quartz which crested them. Noble of the waters of a deeper and llorser tone, aH
forest trees covered every face of the hills they glided to gain the plains of Marwar. 
and the bottom of the glen, though which, The vault of heaven, in which there was not 
along the margin of the serpentine torrent a c}oudj appeared as aa arch to the perpendi- 
wluch wo repeatedly crossed, lay our path. cular cliffs 8Urrounding aa on ail side8> and
Notwithstanding all our mishaps, partly the stars beamed with peculiar brilliancy from
from the novelty and grandeur of the scone, the confined space through which we viewed
and partly from the invigorating coolness of them. Aa we advaaced k  perfeot si!eiJCe>
the air, our mirth became wild and clamo- „ .

, , ... , fancy busily at work on what might befalrous .- a weak before, I was oppressed with “
thousand ills; and now I  trudged the rugged our stra^ linS retiuue from the ferocious
path, leaping the masses of granite which ^g01* and Pandering moimtaneer, a gleam
had rolled into the torrent. of light suddenly flashed upon us on

There was one spot where the waters form- emerging from the brushwood, and dis-
>®d a pool or de- Little Cary determined to closed a party of dismounted cavaliers
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(seated found their night-fires under some attention. This was the boundary between 
magnificent fig-trees.* the two states of Marwar and Mewar, since

Halted, and called a council of war to the district of God war was lost by the latter 
determine our course : we bad gained the about fifty years ago. The spot has been 
spot our guides had assigned as the only the. Scene of many a conflict, and a closer 
fitting one for bivouac before we reached the approach disclosed several other alters raised 
plains beyond the rnoimtians : it afforded >n honour of the slain; each represented a 
shade from dew, and plenty of water. The cavalier mounted on his war-steed, with his 
munitions de louche having gone on, was a hince poised, denoting that in such attitude 
good argument that we should follow; but ^e fell in defending the pass, or redeeming 
darkness and five miles more of intricate ^ie ca^ °  **rora ^10 plundering mountain 
forest, through a path from which the ^ al"r' square tablet pi need on each, con- 
slightest' deviation, right or left, might led tamed the date on which ho gained “ the 
us into the jaws of a tiger, or the toils of the mansions of the sun. ’ Midnight being past, 
equally savage Mair, decided us to halt. aT*d bringing no hope of our appetites grow- 
We now took another look at the group inS hJ  what t5<ey might feed upon, Dr. 
above-mentioned. Though the excitement Duncan ai)d Captain Waugh took the jhool, 
of the morning was pretty well chilled by or broadclp|h-honsing, from the elephant, 
eold and hunger (poor sharpeners of the ani  ̂ rolling themselves in it, followed the 
imagination), it was impossible to contem- example of the chieftain and reposed upon 
plate the scene before us without a feeling 88^ea ®f the brave, on an alter adjoining 
of the highest interest. From twenty-five die orle 1̂0 occupied. I soon left them in
to thirty tall figures, armed at all points, bnppy forgetfulness of tigers, Meras, hunger 
were sitting or reposing in groups round aud fivtigiies of the day, and joined
their watch-fires, conversing and passing the die group to listen to the tale with which 
pipe from hand to hand, while their long enlivened the midnight hour. Tim  I can
black locks, and niotely-faskioued turbans, repeat, but it would have required the pencil 
told that they belonged to Maroodesa. A °* a nmster to paint the scene. I t  was a sub- 
rude alter, raised in honour of some gentle i ec  ̂ ôr Salvator Rosa 5 though I  should have 
blood’’ shed by the murky mountaineer, keen Porf®ctly satisfied with one of.Captain 
served as a place of rest for the chief W aughs delineations, had he been disposed 
of the party, distinguished by the gold band that mon,ent> to exert- the pictorial art. 
in his turban, and his deer-skin doublet. I  Several of f™nds had encountered the 
gave the usual Salutation “ Rama, Rama,” lnOU,ltameer on this VetT sPot and these 
to the chief and his party, and inquired after hurabl° CCnotaPhs’ cohering the ashes of their 
the health of their chieftain of Ganora, to recal!ed evente not likely to be repeated
whose courtesy I found I  owed this mark of *n *bese ba*cTon days, when the names of
------ -— --------- ------------------------- -----------Bhil and Mair cease to be the synonyms of
*The burr .or baniau tree, fiem Indio*, plunderer. As their may be no place more
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appropriate for a sketch of the mountaineers, 1 of Komulmeer, and listen to the history of 
the reader may transport himself to the glen • one of the aboriginal tribes of Rajasthan.

KOLI and BHIL, CHABU.N or BARB,
(The Foresters of Rajpootana.)

CHAPTER XXVI.
The Mairs or Meras: their history and manners.— The c BarwattitT of Goculgurk— Forms of 

Outlawry/.— Ajeet Sing, the chief of Ganora.— Plains of Marwar.— Chief of Roopnagurh.
— Anecdote respecting Daisoori.— Contrast between the Seesodiaa o f Mewar and the.
Rahtores of Marwar.— Traditional history o f the Rajpoots'—  Ganora.— KisJtendas, the 
Rana's envoy.— Local discrimination between Mewar and Marwar—ancient feuds— the 
aonla and the bawul.—Aspect o f Marwar.— Nadole.—Superiority of the Chohan race.—
Goga of Batinda— Lakha o f Ajmeer—Ms ancient fortress at Nadole.— Jain relic there.
The Hindu ancient arch or vault—inscriptions.— Antiquities at Nadole.— Eendurira— its 
villages.—Palli, a commercial mart—articles o f commerce.— The bards and genealogists the 
chief carriers.— The “  Hill o f Virtue."— Khanhani—Affray between two Caravans.—
Barbarous self-sacrifices of the Bhats.—Jhalamund.—-March to Jodpur,— Reception en 
route by the chiefs of Bohurn and Neemaj— biography of these nobles—sacrifice of Soortan 
of Neemaj,—Encamp at the capital.— Negotiation for the ceremonws of reception at the 
court of Jodpur.

The Mair or Mera is the mountaineer of Mair is but a branch of the Mena or Mama, 
Rajpootana, and the country he inhabits is one of the aborigines of India. He is also 
styled Mairwarra, or “ the region of hills. ” called Mairote and Mairawut ; but these 
The epithet is therefore merely local, for the terminations only more correctly define his
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character -of mountaineer.* Mairwarra is consist of a skilful surveyor, to lay down on 
that portion of the Aravali chain between a large scale a topographical chart of the 
Komulmeer and Ajmeer, a space of about mountains; several gentlemen thoroughly 
ninety miles in length, and varying in versed in natural history; able architectural 
breadth from six to twenty. The general and landscape draughtsmen, and the anti­
character of this magnificent rampart, in the quary to transcribe ancient inscriptions, as 
natural and physical geography of Raj- well as to depict the various races. The 
pootana, is now sufficiently familiar. I t  “ Aravail d e l in e a te d by the hand of 
rises from three to four thousand feet above science, would from a  most instructive and 
the level of the sea, and abounds with a delightful work.
variety, of natural productions. In short, A minute account of the Mair, his habits 
I  know no portion of the globe which would and his history, would be no unimportant 
yield to the scientific traveller more abundant feature : but as this must be deferred, I  will, 
materials for observation than the Alpine in the meanwhile, furnish some details to 
Aravali. The architectural antiquary might supply the void.
fill his portfolio, and natural history would The Mairs are a branch of the Olieetas, an 
receive additions to her page in every de- important division of the Menas. I  shall 
partment, and especially in botany and zoo- els where enter at large into the history of 
logy.f I  should know no higher gratification this race, which consists of as many branches 
than to be of a scientific party to anatomize as their conquerors, the Rajpoots. All these 
completely this important portion of India. I  wild races have the vanity to mingle their 
would- commence on the Guzerat, and finish pedigree with that of their conquerors, 
on the Shekhawut frontier. The party should though in doing so they stigmatize them-
—.—.— ----------- — ———— *— ■ • selves. The Cheeta-Menas accordingly

- M e m  is ‘B, mountain-in Sanskrit; Mairamct m d  claim descent from a grandson o f  the last 
M airoie,. 4 of or. belonging to the mountain.’ J. have “
before remarked. that tbs name of the Albanian Onohaii emperor of Delhi. (Inail and Anoop
mountaineer, Mamote, has the same signification. T wore the sons of Lakha, tho nephew of the 
know not the etymology of M a im , of which the Mair *
I  a  b ra n c h . Chohan king. The coco-nut was sent from

f i had hoped to hate embodied these subjects with. Jessulmeer, offering princesses of that house 
and thereby greatly to hare increased the interest, of . . . . .
my work ; font just as Lord Hastings had granted my IMiriage « out <111 investigation. into their *
request, that an Individual eminently qualified for those m a te rn a l an c e s try  disclosed th a t  th e y  were 
pursuits should join mo, a Higher Power deensed it fit .. . „ .,T *
to deny what had been long near my heart. tno Issue of a  .Mena concnoine t  a n d  their

The individual, John Tod, wa? a cousin of my own, birth being thus revealed, they became exiles
and possessed an intellect of the highest order. He - J
was only twenty-two years of age when h© died, and tro m  Ajmeer, and associates with their mater-
only been six months in India, He was an excellent nal relatives,
classical scholar, well versed in modern languages and TT M .
every branch of natural history. His manners, deport- Unau espoused the daughter of a Mena 
merit, and appearance, were all in unison with these chieftain, by whom he had (jheeta, whoso 
talents. Had it pleased the Almighty to have spared .  , . ,
him, tins work would have been more worthy of the 1 escendants enjoy almost a monopoly of
public notice. } power in Mairwarra. The sons of Obeeta,
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who occupied the northern frontier near arrow never flies in vain-—with frames like 
Ajmeer, became Mahometans about fifteen Indra’s bolt—faithful to their word, pre­
generations ago, when Doodoh, the sixteenth servers of the land and the; honour* of 
f r o m  the founder of the race* was created Mundore; whose fortresses have to this 
Da wad Khan by the Hakim of Ajmeer ; day remained unconquered—who bring the 
and as Athoou was his residence, the 11 Khan spoils of the plains to their dwellings. Of 
of Athoon” signified the chief of the these in the dark recesses of the mountains 
Mairotes. Chang, Jbak, and Rajosi, are four thousand lay concealed, their crescent- 
the principal towns adjoining Athoon. formed arrows besides them. Like the 
Anoop also took a Mena wife, by whom he envenomed serpent, they wait in silence the 
had Burrar, whose descendants have con- advance of the foe.
tinned true to their original tenets. Their “ Tidings reached the Ohohari that the 
chief places are Burrar, Bairawara, Mun- manly Mena, with bow in hand, stood in the 
dill a, &c. Though the progeny of these mountain’s gorge. Who would be bold 
Menas may have been improved by the enough to force it ? His rage was like the 
infusion of Rajpoot blood, they were always hungry lion’s when he views his prey. He 
notorious for their lawless habits, and for called the brave Kami, and hade him observe 
the importance attached to them so far back those wretches as he commanded him to 
as the period of Beesildeo, the celebrated clear the pass. Bowing he departed, firm 
prince of Ajmeer, whom the bard Grand as the rock on which he trod. He advanced 
states to have reduced them to submission, but the mountaineer (Mair) was immovable 
making them « carry water in the streets as Soomair. Their arrows carrying death, 
of Ajmeer.’’ Like all mountaineers, they Ay like Indra’s bolts—they obscure the sun. 
of course broke out whenever the hands of Warriors fall from their steeds, resounding 
power were feeble. In  the battle between in their armour as a tree torn up by the 
the Chohans of Ajmeer and the Purihars blast. Kana quits the steed j hand to hand 
of Mundore, a body of four thousand Mair he encounters the foe ; the feathery shafts, 
bowmen served Nahur Kao, and defended as they strike fire, appear like birds es- 
the pass of the Aravali against Prithwi-raj caping from the flames. The lance flies 
in this his first essay in arms. G rand thus through the breast appearing at the back, 
describes them :* « Where hill joins hill, the like a fish escaping through the meshes of a 
Mair and Mena thronged. The Mundore net. The evil spirits dance in the mire of 
chief commanded that the pass should be blood. The hero of the mountainf racoon- 
defended—four thousand heard and obeyed, tered Kana, and his blow made him reel ; 
each in fo rm as the angel of death—men but like lightning it was returned, and the 
who never move without the omen, whose mountaineer f e l l : the crash was as the

*  X c a n n o t  d iscover b y  w h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  ra n g e  t h e  * la§  is p ro p e rly  ‘ sh a m e ,’ w h ich  W ord i s  a lw ay s u se d  
in v as io n  o f  T ifondore w a s  a t te m p e d ; i t  m ig h t  h av e  b een  i n  lie u  o f  h o n o u r: la j re'hho, 1 p re se rv e  m y  sh a m e ,’ i .  e. 
th e  p ass w p a re  now  in , f o r  i t  is  e v id e n t i t  w a s  n o t  fro m  m y  h o n o u r  fro m  sh a m e , 
th e  f ro n t ie r  o f  A jm eer, t P u rv u t V ira .
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shaking of Soomair. At this moment Nahur other—then joining in the strife, the helm 
arrived, rearing like a tiger of his prey: he of the. Pramar was cleft in twain. Now 
called aloud to revenge their chief, his advanced Ohaond, the Dahima ; he grasped 
brother,* and fresh vigour was infused into his iron lance,*—it pierced the Purihar, and 
their souls. On the fall of the mountain- the head appeared like a serpent looking 
chief, the Ohohan commanded the * hymn of through the door in his back. The flame 
trimnph’f  to be sounded; it startled the (jote) united with the fire from which it 
mountaineer, but only to nerve his soul sprung, while the body foil oh its parent 
afresh.. In person the Ohohan sought his earth, .By his devotion the sins of his life 
foe. The son of Somesa is a bridegroom, were forgiven. N olly did the tiger (Nahur)
His streaming standards flutter like the of Mundore meet the lion of the world. He 
first falls, of rain in Asar, and as he steps called aloud, ‘hold your ground as did Bui 
on the bounds which separate Mundore Baja of old.1 Again the battle rages— 
from Ajraeer, ‘victory! victory!’ is proclaim- Doorga gluts herself with blood—the ail­
ed. Still the battle rages. Elephants roar, refu n d s with the clash of arms and the 
horses neigh, terror stalks every where, rattling of banners—the Aswarf rains on 
The aids of Girnar and of Sinde now the foe—Khetrpal sports in the field of blood
appeared for Mundore, bearing banners of —Mahadeva fills his necklace__the eagle
every colour, varied as the flowers of the gluts itself on the slaiil—the mien of the 
spring. Both arrays were clad, in mai l ;  warriors expands as does the lotus a t the 
their eyes and their finger-nails alone were sun-beam—the war song resounds—with a 
exposed ; each, invoked his tutelary pro- branch of the toolsi on the helm, adorned 
tector as he wielded the dodhma.% Prithwi- in the saffron robe, the warriors on either 
yaj was refulgent as Indra ; the Purihar’s side salute each other.” The bard here 
brightness was as the morning star ; each exclaims, “ but why should I  enlarge on 
was clad in armour of proof, immovable as this encounter,?”—but as this disgression 
gods in mortal form. The sword of the is merely for breathing time, we shall not 
Ohohan descended on the steed of the Pu- follow him, the object being to introduce 
r ihar ; but as he fell, Nairn- sprang erect, the mountain Mair, whom we aow see h m  
and they again darted on each other, their de combat.
warriors forming a fortress around the per- Admitting the exaggeration of the poet, 
sons of their lords. Then advanced the the Mair appears to have been in the twelfth 
standards of the Pramar, like a black rolling century what he is in the nineteenth, a bold, 
cloud, while the lightnings flashed from his licentious marauder. He maintained him- 
sword. Mohuna, the brother of Mundore, self throughout the whole of the Mogul 
received him; they first examined each domination, alternately succumbing ..and

* The Burihnr prince bestowed this epithet merely in " a™* TT i' - —a, .. . J oauS is tfle iron lance, either wholly of iron, or
+ SirX » having plates fGr abont teu feet J these weapons are
i u - s w  , a \  , ,... , much used in combats from camels in the Pesert,
t  With two (do) edges (dhara). t  ‘Swordt - A m a r  in the dialect.

i
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depredating ; and since the Muhrattas crip- mail,’ and those petty proofs of sobordina- 
pled these countries, the Mair had regained tion, entitled in the feudal law of Europe 
all his consequence, and was rapidly en» u petit s e r ja n te r ie The token might be a 
cfbaching upon his Rajput suzerain. But colt, a hawk, or a bullock, and a nuzzerana, 
when in 1821 their excesses made it impera- or pecuniary acknowledgment, perhaps only 
tive to reduce their holds and fastnesses, they of half a crown on the chieftain’s birth-day, 
made no stand against the three battalions or on the Rajpoot Saturnalia, the R o ll  
of sepoys sent against them, and the whole But all these petty causes for assimilation 
tract was compelled to obedience ; not how- between the Rajpoot and the lawless Mair 
ever, till many of the descendants of Cheeta were overlooked, as well as the more power- 
ana Burrar had suffered both in person and ful one which rendered his arms of no avail 
property. The facility with which we Every door was hermetically sealed against 
reduced to entire subjection this extensive him 5 wherever he looked he saw a foe—the 
association of plunderers, for centuries the magical change bewildered him 1 and when 
terror of these countries, occasioned no little their Khan and his adherent were assailed 
astonishment to our allies. The resistance while in fancied security, and cut off in a 
was indeed contemptible, and afforded a midnight attack, his self-confidence was tin- 
good argument against the prowess of those mhilatod— he saw a red-coat in every glen 
who had tolerated the existence of a gang and called aloud for mercy, 
a t once so mischievous and weak. But this A corps of these mountaineers, commanded 
was leaping to a conclusion without looking by English officers, has since been formed, 
beneath the surface, or to the moral and and I  have no doubt may become useful, 
political revolution which enervated the arms Notwithstanding their lawless habits, they did 
of Mair and Mahratta, Pindarri and Paihan. not neglect agriculture and embanking, as 
All rose to power from the common oceupa- described in the valley of Shero Nulla, and 
tion of plunderers, aided by the national a district has been formed in  Mairwarra 
jealousies of the Rajpoots. I f  the chieftains which in time may yield a lac of rupees 
of Mewar leagued to assault the mourn- annually to the state, 
taineers, they found refuge and support in Some of their customs are so curious, and 
Marwar; and as their fortresses at all times so different from those of their lowland 
presented a sanctuary, their Rawuts or neighbours, that we may mention a  few. . 
leaders obtained consequence amongst all Leaving their superstitions as regards omens 
parties by granting it. Every Mair com- and auguries, the most singular part of 
munity, accordingly, had a perfect under- their habits, till we give a detailed sketch 
standing with the chieftain whose lands were of the Menas hereafter, I will notice the 
contiguous to their own, and who enjoyed peculiarity of their notions towards females, 
rights granted by the Rana over these The Mair, follows the customary law handed 
nominal subjects. These rights were all down from his rude ancestry, and existing 
of a feudal nature, as rekwali or ‘ black long before the written law of Manu, has

(®  §L
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no objection to a widow as a wife. This do not assimilate, or other causes prompt 
contract is termed natha, and his civilized them to part, the husband tears a shred from 
master levies a fine or fee of "a rupee and a his turban, which he gives to his. wife, and 
quarter for the licence, termed hxgli. On with this simple bill of divorce, placing two 
such marriage, the bridegroom must omit jars filled with water on her head, she takes 
in the rnor, or nuptial coronet, the graceful whatever path she pleases, and the first man 
palmyra leaf, and substitute a small branch who chooses to ease her of her load becomes 
of the sacred pCepttl wreathed in his turban, her future lord. This mode of divorce is 
Many of the forms are according to the practised hot only amongst all the Menas, 
common Hindu ritual. The mt-pheem, or but by J  ars, Goo jars, Aheers, Mailis, and 
Beven parambillations round the jars filled other Boodra tribes. Jehur le or mkela 
with grain, piled over each other—the gat- ‘took the jar and went forth,’ is a common. 
joora, or uniting the garments—-and the saying amongst the mountaineers of Mair- 
hatleva, or junction of hands of brido and warta.
bridegroom, are followed by the Mairs. Their invocations and imprecations are 
Even the northern clans, who are converts peculiar. The Cheeta or northern Mail*, 
to Islam, return to their ancient habits on since he became acquainted with the name 
this occasion, and have a Brahmin priest to of the prophet, swears by ‘ Allah,' or by 
officiate. I  discovered, on. inquiring into his first proselyte ancestor, “ Dooda Daiisad 
the habits of the Mairs, that they are not K h a n or the still more ancient head of the 
the only race which did not refuse to wed races u Cheeta, Burrar ca an. Lite southern 
a widow, and that both Brahmins and Raj- Mairs also use the latter oath*. h by my 
poots have from ancient times been aectis- allegiance to CJhecta and Burrar ; and they 
tomed not to consider it derogatory. Of likewise swear by the sun, ** Sootag ca 
the former, the sacerdotal class, the Nagda Begun,"  and u Nath ca Sogun; or their 
Brahmins, established at this town long ascetic priest, called the Nath, I  ho Ma- 
before the Gehlotes obtained power in homedan Mair will not now eat h o g ; the 
Mewar." Of the, Rajpoots, they are all of southron refuses nothing, though he respects 
the most ancient tribes, now the allodial the cow from the prejudices of those around, 
vassals or bhomias of Rajpootana, as the him, and to please the Nath or jogi, his 
Chinanoh, K lnrw ar, Ootain, Dya, names spiritual guide. The partridge and the 
better known in the mystic page of the maloli, or wag-tail, are the chief birds of 
chronicle than now, though occasionally met omen, with him, and the former‘clamouring’ 
with in the valleys of the Aravali. But this on the left, when he commences a foray, is 
practice, so little known, gives rise to an a certain presage of success. To conclude; 
opinion, that many of the scrupulous habits colonies of the Mairs or Meras will be found 
regarding women are the inventions of the as far north as the Chumhal, and even in 
priests of more modern days. The facilities the peninsula of Saurashtra. Mairwarra is 
for separation are equally simple. If  tempers now in subjection to the Rana of Mewar,

136



|(g): <SL
542 PERSONAL NARRATIVE.

•who has erected small forts amidst the most takon post in the old ruined eastlo of Gocul-
influential communities to overawe them, gurh, on a cliff of the Aravali, and had
The whole tract has been assessed ; the chiefs become the terror of the country. By his
of the districts being brought to the liana’s knowledge of the intricacies of the mourn
presence presented nuzzerana, swore fidelity, tains, he eluded pursu it; and his misdeeds
and received according to their rank gold being not, only connived at, but his spoils
bracelets or turbans. I t  was an ora in participated by the chief of Deogurh, in
the annals Of Mewar to see the aecumu- whoso fief was his haunt, he was under no
lated arms of Mairwarra piled upon the apprehension of surprise. Inability either
terrace of the palace at the capital; but these to seize the Barwattia, or drive him from
measures were subsequent to our sojourn in his retreat, formed a legitimate excuse for
tho glen of Komulrneor, from which we the resumption of Goculgurh, and the dues
i,ave yet to issue to gain Marwar. of ‘ black-mail’ he derived from its twelve

Oct, 2. All hailed the return of day-light dependent villages. The last act of the Soni-
with reverence. Captain Waugh and the gnrra was most flagrant ■; he intercepted in
Doctor uncoiled 'front the elephant’s jhool, the plains of Godwar a marriage procession,
and I  issued from my pdki, which had and made captives the bridegroom and bride,
proved a welcome retreat against the whom he conveyed to Goculgurh, where
chills of the night-air. By thirst and hunger they long languished for want of ransom,
our appetite for the picturesque was con- A party was formed to lay in wait for him:
aiderabiy abated, and the contemplation of but he escaped the snare, and his retreat was
the spot where we had bivouaced in that found empty. Such was the state of society
philosophical spirit of silence, which all have in these districts. The form of outlawry is
experienced who have made a long march singular in this country, where the penal
before breakfast, lost much of its romantic laws are satisfied with banishment, even in
interest. Nevertheless, coulcf I  have con- eases of treason, instead of sanguinary law
suited merely my own wishes, I  would have of eivilzation. The criminal against whom
allowed my friends, and escort to follow the the sentence of exile is pronounced being
canteen, and have pursued an intricate path called into his prince’s presence, is clad in
which branched off to the right, to have had black vestments, and placed upon a black
tho chance of ail interview with the outlaw steed, his arms and shield all of the same
of Goculgurh. sombre hue of mourning and disgrace; he

This petty chieftain, who enjoyed the dis- is then left to gain the frontier by himself.
tmetive epithet of outlaw (barwattia), was of This custom is very ancient; the Panda
the Sonigurra clan (a branch of the Gho- brothers were “  Barwattiaa” * from the
bans), who for centuries were the lords of Jum na three thousand years ago, TheJes-
Jhalore. He was a vassal of Marwar, now sulmeer annals relate the solemnity as prae-
sovereign of Jhalore, and being expelled —.-™----------------- -------------- -—---- * 7 ...it"

"  ’ 1 * This term 13 compound of bar and im t tw ia ,  literally
for his turbulence by bla prince, he had ‘expattrU>:
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tised towards one of their own prince ;' and that the present Thacoor preferred having 
the author, in the domestic dissentions of the sword of investiture bound on him by Ids 
Kotah, received a letter from the prince, ancient and yet nominal suzerain, rather 
wherein he demands either that his rights than by his actual sovereign. For this un­
should be conceded or that the government disguised mark of feeling, Ganora was 
would bestow the “ black garment,” and denuded of its walls, which were levelled to 
leave'him to las fate. the ground; a perpetual memento of dis-

Oonversing on these and similar subjects grace and an incentive to vengeance : and 
with my Mar war ri friends, we threaded our whenever the day arrives that the Rana’s 
way for five miles through the jungles of the herald may salute him with the old motto 
pass, which we had nearly cleared, when we “ Remember Komulmeer,” he will not be 
encountered the chieftain of Ganora a t the deaf to the call. To defend this post was 
head of his retinue, who of his own accord, the peculiar duty of his house, and 
and from a feeling of respect to his ancient often have his ancestors bled in main tain- 
sovereign the Rana, advanced thus far to do ing it against the Mogul. Even now, 
me honour. I  felt the compliment infinitely such is the inveteracy with which the Itaj- 
the more, as it displayed that spirit of Ioy- poot clings to his honours, that whenever 
alty peculiar to the Rajpoot, though the step the Ganora chief, or any of his near kin, 
was dangerous with his jealous sovereign, attend the Rana’s court, he is saluted at the 
and ultimately was prejudicial to him. After port©, c r  at the champ de M m ,  by a silver 
dismounting and embracing, we continued Mace-bearer from the Rana, with the ancient 
to ride to the tents, conversing on the past war-cry, “remember Komulmeer,” and he 
higtory of the province, of Ms prince, and still receives on all occasions of rejoicing a 
the Rana, after whom he affectionately in- khelat from that prince. He has to boast of 
qaired. Ajeet Sing is a noble-looking man, being of the Rana’s blood, and is by courtesy
about thirty years of age, tall, fair, and sat his called “the nephew of Mewar.” The Tha-
horso like a brave Rahtore cavalier. Ganora coor politely invited me to visit h i m ; but I  
is the chief town of God war, with the exeep- was aware that compliance would have inf:, 
tion of the commercial Palli, and the garri- volved him in difficulties with hi* jealous 
son-post Daisoori, .From this important dis- prince, and made excuses of fatigue, and 
triefc the Rana could command four thousand the necessity of marching next morning,
Rabtores holding lands on the tenure of ser- the motives of which he could not misunder- 
vice, of whom the Ganora chief, then one of stand.
the sixteen nobles of Mewar, was the head. Our march this morning was but short, 
Notwithstanding the course of events had and the last two miles were in the plains of 
transferred the province, and consequently Marwar, with merely an occasional rock, 
his services, from the Rana of Oodipnr to the Carey joined us, congratulating himself on 
Raja of Jodpur, so difficult is it to eradi- the ducking which had secured him better 
cate old feelings of loyalty and attachment, fare than we had enjoyed in the-pass of
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Komolmeer, and which fastened both, m  throne, and who occupied that of Arthulwara 
Waugh and myself violent colds. The at- from A.D, 1094, during half a century, 
mospharic change was most try ing : emer- '• celebrated as a patron of literature and thes 
ging from the cold breezes of the mountains arts,, When in the thirteenth century this 
to 96° of Fahrenheit, the effect was most state was destroyed, the branches found 
Injurious : it was 58° in the morning of our refuge, as already described, in Mewar ; for 
descent into the glen. Adas! for my sum - the ancestor of Roopnagnrh was brother to 
ring barometer! Mohes, my amanuensis, the father of rt the star of Bednore,” and 
who had deen entrusted with it, joined us was invested with the estate and lands of 
nest day, and told me the quicksilver had Daisoori by the, same gallant prince who 
contrived to escape ; so I  lost the opportunity obtained her hand by the recovery of her 
of comparing the level of the desert with father’s estates. The anecdote is worthy of 
the plains of Marwar, relation, as shewing that the Rajpoot will stop

Oct. 27th. Halted to collect the scattered a t nothing u to obtain l a n d T h e  intestine 
baggage, and to give the men rest j the day feuds amongst Raita RaemuIFs sons, and his 
was nearly over before the whole came up, constant warfare with the kings of Delhi 
each party bringing lamentable reports of and Maliva, made his authority very tmeer- 
the disastrous descent. I  received a visit tain in God war. The Mena and Mair pos» 
from the chief of Hoopnagurh, who, like the sessed themselves of lands in the plains, and 
Thaooor of Ganora, owes a divided allegi- were supported by the Madraicha descendant 
an.ee. to the courts on each side the mountains, of the once independent Ohohan sovereigns of 
His castle, which gives him rank as one of Nedole, the ancient capital of this region, 
the most 'conspicuous of the second grade Sand, the Madraicb v, had obtained possession 
of the liana’s nobles, was visible from the of Daisoori, the garrison-town. To expel 
camp, being placed on the western free of him, the prince had recourse to Sadda, the 
the mountains, and commanding a difficult Solanki, whose son was married to the 
passage across them. From thence he looks daughter of the Madraicha, The bride for 
down upon Daisoori and his ancient patri- the reward of this treachery was to be the 
money, now transferred with Godwar to the grant in perpetuity of Daisoori and its lands.
Kahtore prince ; and often has he measured Sadda’s son readily entered into the 
his lance with the present occupants to retain scheme j and to afford facilities for its execn- 
his ancient Mom, the right derived from the tion he went with his wife to reside at 
cultivating proprietor of the soil. The chief Daisoori I t  was long before an upportiraity 
of Roopnagurh is of the Solanki race, a offered ; but at length the marriage of the 
lineal descendant of the sovereigns of Nehr- young Madraicha to the daughter of Sagra 
walla, and the inheritor of the war-shell of the Balecho was communicated to the So- 
the celebrated monarch Sidraj,* one of the lanki by his Son ; who told, his father « to 
moat powerful whoever sat on an eastern “ watch the smoke ascending from, the tower 

* ruietl froia A,,D' t01144, “ of Daisoori,” as the signal for the attempt
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to "get possession. Anxiously did Sind j of the valley of Oodipur, or the mountain- 
watch from his castle of Sodgurh the pro- ous region of its southern limit, where clif 
concerted sign, and when the volume of mate and situation are decidedly unfavour- 
black smoke ascended, he rushed down from able. There the Rajpoot, may be said not 
the Ararat! at the head of his retainers. The only to deteriorate in innscular form and 
mother-in-law of the young Sohuiki sent, to strength,-but in that fairness of complexion 
know why ho should make a smoke as if he which, distinguishes him from the lower 
were burning a corpse, when her son mast orders of Hindus. But the danger of gene- 
be returning with his bride, goon she heard raiding on such matters will be apparent, 
the clash of arm s; the Solankis had entered when it is known that there is a cause con- 
and fired the town, and the bridal party tinually operating to check and diminish the 
appeared before success was attained, deteriorating principle arising from the eli- 
Spears and swords were plied. “ ’Ware the mate and situation (or, as the Rajpoot would 
ball 1”  (sandh) said the Madraicha, as he say> Rom the howa pani, ‘ air and water’) of 
encountered his foe. “ My name is the lion these unhealthy tracts; namely, the con- 
(sinffk) who will devour the bull,” reply the tinned influx of the purest blood from every 
►Solanki. The contest was fierce, but the region RajpootMia: and the stream, 
Madraichas were slain, and in the morn which would become corrupt if only flowing 
Frithwi-raj was put in possession of Dai- from the commingling of the Ohondawuts of 
soori. He drew out a grant upon the spot, gaioombra and the Jhalas of Gogoonda 
inserting in it a curse against any of See- (both mountainous districts), is refreshed by 
sodia blood who might break the bond which that of the Rahtores of Godwar, the Chohans 
had restored, the Rahlore authority in God- 0f  Haravati, or the Bbatti of the desert, 
war. Although seventeen generations have j  speak from conviction, the chieftains above- 
passed since this event, the feud has conti- mentioned affording proofs of the evil result- 
nued between the descendants of the lion of ing from such repeated intermarriages ; for,
Sodgurh and the bull of Daisoori, though to u80 their own adage, « a raven will 
the object of dissention is alienated from produco a ra v e n !  But though the per-

sonal appearance of the chieftain of Go- 
I  could well have dispensed with visits goonda might exclude him from the table of 

this day, the thermometer being 96°; I  was the sixteen barons of Mewar, his son by a * 
besides devoured with inflammatory cold ; Rahtore mother may be exhibited as a re­
but there was no declining another polite deeming specimen of the Jhalas, and one 
visit of the chieftain of Gtonora. His reti- jn every way favourable of the Rajpoot of 
m,e afforded a good opportunity of contras- Mewar. On such occasion, also, as a for- 
ting the Scesodia Rajpoot of fertile Mewar mal visit, both chieftain and retainers appear 
with the Rahtores of Marwar, and which on under every, advantage of dress and decora- 
the whole would have been favourable to tio n ; for even the form of the turban may 
the latter, if we confined our view to those improve the contour of the face, though the 
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Mairteas of Ganora have nothing so decided- I t  was indeed one oi the gems of his crown 
i v  peculiar in this way as those of other clans, as it is the only dazzling one m  that d  

After some discourse on the history of Mar war. W hile we marched over its rich 
past days, with which, like every respectable and beautiful plains, well watered, well wood- 
Kajpoot, I  found him perfectly conversant, ed, and abounding in fine towns, X entered 
the Ganora chief took his leave with some' into conversation with the liana’s envoy, 
courteous and friendly expressions. It is after who joined me on the inarch. Kishendas 
such a conversation that the mind disposed to has already been mentioned as one of the 
selection will do justice to the intelligence few men of integrity and wisdom who had 
of those people : I  do not say this with refer- boon spared to be useful to his country, 
encoto the baron of Ganora, but taking He was a mine of anoent lore, and hw years, 
thorn generally. I f  by history we mean the his situation, and Ms character, gave force to 
relation of ewmts in succession, with an *c- his sentiments of determined ^dependence, 
count of the leading incidents connecting He was as quick as touchwood, which pro- 
them, then are all the Rajpoots versed in this pensity occasionally created a wordy war 
science ; for nothing is more common than between mo and xny friend, who knew my 
to hear tliem detail their immediate ancestry respect for 1mm - Restore us Godwar, was 
or that of their prince for many generations, his abrupt salutation as he joined tne on the 
with the events which have marked their so- march : to which, being a  little vexed, os 
cieties, It is immaterial whether he derives the point could not he agitated by our go- 
this knowledge from the chronicle, the chro- vemmont, I  said m reply, ‘ why did you 
adder, or both : it not only rescues Mm from « let thorn take it ?--where has the Seesodm 
the charge of ingorance, but suggests a com- “ «™ d f  is half century ? Adding,
parison between him anti those who constitute -< * *  Almighty never intended f a t  the
\  , . , ,  u„ nA “ region on this side the mountains shouldthemselves judges of nationalities by no . .
means unfavourable to the Rajpoot. b e lo n g  to Mewar;-n a tu re  s own W  has

Oct, Marched at day-break. The “ placed the limit between yon; I h e o l d
Thacoor sent a  confidential vassal to aocora- envoy’s blood was roused as he exclaimed,
pauy mo through his domain. We could “ Even on this principle, Godwar is ou rs,
now look around us, as we receded from the “  for nature has marked our limit by stronger
apline Aravali, with nothing to  obstruct the “ features than mountains,, ■—Obatrv e, as you
vision, over the fertile plains of Godwar. “ advance, add you wilTfind to the fu rther )
W e passed near Ganora, whose isolated por- K limit of the province every eh rub and fiowei
tals, without tower or curtain to connect “ common to Mewar; pass that limit hut a
them, have a most humiliating appearance. u few yards, and they are lost ;
I t  is to Raja Bheem, some tw enty years ago, “Aonla, aonla Mewar:
tha t their chieftains owe this degradation, “ Bawal, bawal Mawt, ^
in  order to lessen their ability to recover the “  Wherever the aonla puts forth ..its .ye oyr
province for its ancient master the Ran a. <! blossoms, the land is of right o u rs , wo
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ff want nothing more. Let them enjoy their a fugitive, concealing himself in the fast- 
“ stunted babools,* • their kimreel, and the nesses of the Aravali, with little hope that 
“ a k ; but give us back our sacred poepul, bis name (Joda) would become a patronymic,
< and the aonla of the border,” In  truth, the and that he. would be honoured as the second 

transition is beyond credence marked : cross founder of his country: that Mundore itself 
but a shallow brook, and you leave all that should be lost in Jodpur, The recollection 
is magnificent in vegetation ; the peopul, of the feud was almost extinct ; the young 
burr, and that species of the m im o s a  resem- Raua of Cheetore had passed the years of 
bling the cypress, peculiar to Godwar are Rajpoot minority, and Joda continued a 
exchanged for the prickly shrubs, as the fugitive in the wilds of Rhandue-perao, with 
wild caper, jovras, and many others, more but a few horse in his train, indebted to the 
useful than ornamental, on which the camel resources of some independents of the desert 
browzes. The argument was, however, for the means of subsistence. Ho was dis- 
more ingenious than just, and the old envoy covered in this retreat by a Charon or hard, 
was here substituting the effect for the who, without aspiring to prophetic powers, 
cause ; but he shall explain in his own words revealed' to him that the intercession of the 
why Flora should he permitted to mark the queen-mother of Cheetore had determined 
line of demarcation instead of the rock- the Rana to restore him to Mundore. 
enthroned (' D o o r j a ) Cybele. The legend Whether the sister of Joda, to give e c la t to 
now repeated is historical, and the leading the restoration, wished it to ha ve the ap- 
incidents of it have already been touched pearence of a conquest, or whether Joda, 
upon ;f I shall therefore condense the Pan- impatient for possession, took advantage of 
choli’s description into a summary analysis circumstances to make his entrance one of 
of the cause why the couplet of the bard triumph, and thereby redeem the disgrace 
should be deemed “  confirmation strong,” of of a long and humiliating exile, it is difficult 
the bounds of kingdoms. These traditionary to decide ; for while the annals of Mewar 
couplets, handed down from generation to make the restoration an act of grace, those 
generation, are the most powerful evidence of Marwar give it all the colours of a 
of the past, and they are accordingly triumph. Were the point worthy of discus- 
employed to illustrate the k h e a ta s , or annals, slon, we should say both accounts were 
of Rajpootana. W hen, towards the con- correct. The Rana had transmitted the • 
elusion of the fourteenth century, the recal of Ohonda from Mundore, but conceal- 
founder of the Ghondawuts repaid the medi- ed from him the motive, and while Joda 
tated treachery of Rinmull of Mundore by e ven held in his possession the Rana’s letter 
his death, he took possession of that capital of restoration, a concatenation of circum- 
and the entire country of the Rahtores stances, in which “  th e  o m e n ” was predomi- 
(then but of small extent), which he held for nant, occurred to make him anticipate his 
several years. The heir of Mundore became induction by a measure more consonant to 

♦ M in osa  A ra iica . f See p, 215, the Rajpoot, a brilliant c o u p  t i e  m a in . Joda
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had left his retreat in the B o o n * to make no surer hue of demarcation than that 
I I  known to Hurbtt Sankla, Pabooji, and other chalked out by the hand of nature ; and he 

r ie v e r s  of the desert, the changes which the accordingly fixed that wherever the “ yellow 
bard had communicated. While he was blossom” was found, the land should belong 
there, intelligence was brought that Chonda, to his sovereign, and the hard was not, slow 
in obedience to his sovereign's command, in perpetuating the decree. Such is the
had proceeded to Cheetore. That same night origin of
« the bard of omen perched on Joda’s lance, <‘Aonia aonia Mewa, ’’

, , , . . “ Bawul, biovul Marwar.
« and the ■ star which irradiated ms birth
“ shone bright upon i t ” The bard of Muii- The brave and loyal founder or the 
doro revealed the secret of heaven to Joda, Chondawuts, who thus sacrificed bis revenge 
and the heroes in his tra in : « Ere that star to his sovereign’s commands, had Ins feelings 
« descends in  the west, your pen n o n  will in some degree propitiated by this arrange-"
“ wave on the battlements of Mundore.” mant, which secured the entire province el 
Unless, however, this “  vision of glory” was Godwar to bis prince.: his son Manja fell, as 
merely mental, Joda’s star must have been he touched the region of the aonlas, and 
visible in day-light; for they •could never this cession may have been in ‘m o o n d k a i i ;  

have marched from the banks of the Loom, the compromise of the price of blood. By 
where the Sankla resided, to Mondore, such traditional legends, not less true than 
between its rising and setting. The elder strange, and to which the rock sculptures 
son of Chonda had accompanied his father, taken from Mundore bear evidence, even to 
and they had proceeded two coss in their the heroes who aided Joda in his enterpnze, 
journey, when a sudden blaze appeared in the a o n la  of the Rajpoots has been immor- 
Mundore: Chonda pursued his route, while talized, like the humble b ro o m  o( the french, 
his son Manja returned to Mundore. Joda whose p la n ta - g e n e ta  has distinguished the 
was already in possession ; his an had been loftiest name in chivalry, the proudest race 
proclaimed, and the two other sons of emblazoned on the page of heraldry ,
Chonda had fallen in its defence. Manja, Notwithstanding the Crops had been 
who fled, was overtaken and slain on the gathered, this tract contrasted favourably 
border. These tidings reached Chonda at with Mowar, although amidst a comparative 
the pass of the A ravali; he Instantly re- prosperity we could observe the traces of 
turned to Mundore, where he was met by rapine; and numerous stories were rehearsed 
Joda, who showed him the letters of surren- of the miseries inflicted on the people by the 
der for Mundore, and a command that he rapacious followers of Ameer Khan. W e 
should fix with him the future boundary of crossed numerous small streams flowing from 
each state. Chonda thought that there was the Aravali, .all proceeding to join the “ Salt
----- ------- --------------------— — - — —---------- River,” or Loom. The villages were large

* An alp, or spot in these mountainous regions, populous . yet was there a dulness,
where springs, pasture, and other natural conveniences 1 ‘ ’ J  ̂ ,
exist. \ a  want of that hilarity which pervaded
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the peasantry of. Mewar, in spite o f their Ohohan j and though every race has had. its 
misfortunes. The Rajpoots partook of tho career of glory, the sublimity of which, tile 
feeling, the cause of •which a little better annals of the Seesodias before the reader 
acquaintance'with their head-quarters soon sufficiently attest, yet with all my partiality 
revealed. Mowar had passed through the for those with whom I  long resided, and 
period of reaction, which in Mar war was with whose history I am best acquainted, 
about to display itself, and was left uhfor- my sense of justice compels me to assign the 
tunately to its own, control, or with only the palm of martial intrepidity to the Chohan’ 
impulse of a long-suppressed feeling of over all the “ royal races” of India. Even 
revenge in the bosom of its prince, and the the bards, to whatever family they belong, 
wiles of a miscreant minister, who wished to appear to articulate the very name as if 
keep him in durance, and the country in imbued with some peculiar energy, and 
degradation. dwell on its terminating nasal with peculiar

I t creates a refreshing sensation to find complacency, Although they had always 
the camp pitched in a cool and shaded spot; ranked high in the list of chivalry, yet the 
and at Nadole we had this satisfaction, seal of the order was stamped on all who 
Hero again there was no time for recreation ^avo tb 0 name of Chohan, since tho days of 
for there was abundant, nay, overwhelming I ’rithwi-raj the model of every Rajpoot, and 
matter doth for the pen and the pencil ; but who had a long line of .fame to maintain. Of 
my readers must be satisfied with the iinper- the many names familiar to the bard is Gfoga 
feet delineations of the first. Nadole is still Batinda who with forty-seven sons 
a place of some consequence, though, but for ‘“drank of the stream of the sword” on tho 
its temples, we should not have supposed it banks of the Sutledga, in opposing 
to have been the capital of a province. Mahmoud, This conqueror proceeded 
With its neighbour, Nadolaye, five miles to through the desert to the attack of Ajmeer, 
the westward, it was tho .abode of a branch the chief abode of this race, where his arms 
of the Ohohans of Ajmeer, established at a were disgraced, the invader wounded, 
very early period. From Nadole sprung the and forced to relinquish, his enterprise.
Debts of Sirohi, and the Sonigurras of In his route to Nehrwalla and Somnath he 
Jhalore. The former still maintain their passed Nadole, f  whose prince hesitated not 
ground, in spite of all attempts of the to measure his sword even with Mahmoud.
Rahtores; but the Sonigurra, who was I was fortunate enough to obtain an inscrip- • 
immortalized by his struggle against tho tion regarding this prince, the celebrated 
second Alla, is blotted from the list of Lakha, said to be the founder of this branch 
independent states; and this valuable do- from Ajmeer, of which it was a fief—its date 
main, consisting of three hundred and sixty S. 1039 (A.D. 983.) The fortress attributed 
towns, is now incorporated with JodpUr. —— —  ----- -------- -̂------------ -----------———

There is no spot in Rajpootana that does * Fe,ishu-or U a copyist, by a false arrangement of
|ge p o in ts  h a s  lost N ad o le  in  Buztile, u sing  th e  b for 

not contain some record of the illustrious the » and the 2 for th e  d,

138
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to Laklm is on the declivity of a low ridge rings covering to the apex. The effect is- 
to the westward of the town, -with square very pleasing, though it furnishes a strong 
towers of ancient form, and built of a very argument that the Hindus first became
curious conglomerate of granite and gneiss, acquainted with the perfect arch through 
of which the rock on which it stands is com- their conquerors. The to r u n , in front of the 
posed. There was a second inscription, dated altar of Mahavira, is exquisitely, sculptured,
S 1024 (A.D. 968), which made him the as well as several statues of marble, disco- 

;co temporary of the Sana’s ancestor, Saetf vered about one hundred and fifty years ago 
Khomar of Aetpur, a city also destroyed, in the bed of the river, when it changed its 
more probably by the father of Mahmoud, course. I t  is not unlikely that they were 
The Chohan birds speak in very lofty terms buried during Mahmoud’s invasion. But the 
of Rao Lakha, who “ collected transit dues most singular structure of Nadole is a reser- 
« from the further gate of Anhuiwarra, and voir, called the c'hunna oa bo io lee , from the cost 
« levied tribute from the prince of Cheetore.” of it being paid by the returns ol a single 

It is impossible- to do full justice to the grain of pulse ( c h u n n a ) . The excavation is 
architectural remains, which are well worthy immense; the descent is by a flight of. grey 
of the pencil. Here every thing shews that granite steps, arid the sides are bunt ot from 
the Jain faith was once predominant, and the same materials by piling blocks upon 
that their arts, like their religion, wore of a blocks of enormous magnitude, without the 
character quite distinct from those ot Siva, least cement.
The temple of Mahavira, the last of their My acquisitions here were considerable, 
•twenty-four apostles, is a very fine piece of Besides copies of inscriptions made by my 
architecture. Its vaulted roof is a  perfect Sanscrit scribes, I  obtained two originals on 
model of the most ancient style of dome in brass. Of one of these, dated S. 1218, the 
the E a s t ; probably invented anterior to the memorial of Allandeva, 1 append a trans- 
Roman. The principle is no doubt the same lation,* which may be considered courious 
as the first substitute of the arch, and is that as a formula of endowment of the dams.
which marked the genius of Caesar in bis I likewise procured several isolated MS. 
bridge over the Rhone, and which appears leaves of very great value, relative to the 
over every mountain-torrent of the ancient thirty-six royal races, to the ancient goo- 
Helvetii, from whom he may have borrowed graphy of India, and to the founding of 
it. The principle is that of a horizontal ancient cities ; also a catalogue of longevity 
instead of a radiating pressure. At Nadole, 0f plants and animals, and an extract from a 
the stones are placed by a gradual projection WOrk concerning the descendants of Bremen 
one over the other, the apex being closed by a au<i Sumpriti, the potent princes of the Jain 
circular key-stono. The angles of all these faith between Mahavira and \  icrania. 
projections being rounded off the spectator However meagre these fragments may be, 
looking up, can only describe the vault as a I have incorporated their contents into-jny 
series of gradually diminishing amulets or * See Appendix, No, 7.
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mosaic. I  also made valuable addition to my decyphering, and others for collecting what- 
collection of medals, for I obtained coins of ever was the object of research ; who, at the 
Mahmoud, Bulbun, and Alla, surnamed close of each day, brought me the fruits of 
K h o o n i . o r ‘ the sanguinary’; and another of their inquiries. When any remarkable clis- 
a conqueror equally meriting that title, Nadir covery was made, I followed it up iu person,
Shah. But these were of little consequence or by sending those in whom I  could confide, 
compared with what one of .my envoys This is not mentioned from a spirit of 
brought from Nadolaye,—a small bag full of egotism, but to incite others to the pursuit 
curious hieroglyphieal (if I  may so use the by shewing the rewards which await such 
term) medals of the Chohan princes.* One research.
side represents a warrior on horseback, O c to b e r  29th .—Camp at Eondurra, eleven 
compounded out of a character to which I miles. This small town, placed on the north 
have applied the above term ; on some there bank of one of the nameless feeders of the 
was a bull j while others, retaining the ‘salt river,’ is the boundary of Godwar; here 
original reverse, have on the obverse the titles the reign of the yellow aonla terminates, and 
of the first Islamite conquerors, in the same here commences M a r o o s t ' /a d l i , or f the region 
manner as the currency of Franco hears the of death.’ The transition is great. We can 
effigies of Louis XVI. and the emblems of look back upon fertility, and forward on 
the Republic. Whoever will pay a visit to aridity, which does not, however, imply 
Nadole, will find his labour amply rewarded; sterility ;  for that cunning artist, nature,
I  had only leisure to glean a few of these compensates the want of verdure and foliage 
relics, which yet formed a rich harvest, to the inhabitants of the desert, by many 
Nadolaye, Balli, Daisoori, Sadri, all ancient spontaneous bounties. An entire race of 
seats of the Jain, will yield medals, MSS., eueurbitaceous plant is the eleemosynary 
and rare specimens of the architectural art. equivalent for the mangoe and exotics of the 
From AboO to Mundore, the antiquary central lands of Rajpootana; while indigenous 
might fill many portfolios, and collect matter poverty sends forth her commercial sons 
for volumes of the ancient history of this from Osi, I ’alli, and Pokurn, to bring wealth 
people, for this is the cradle of their faith, from the Ganges and the Kistna, to the 
That I  was enabled to obtain so much during Looni, or to the still more remote oasis, 
a rapid march through the country, arose Jessulmeer. From Eondurra every thing 
partly from previous knowledge, partly assumed a new character ; the sand, to which * 
from, the extent of my means, for I  had we had before scarcely a sprinkling became 
flying detachments to the right and left of occasionally heavy; the shallow beds of the 
my route, consisting of intelligent natives of numerous streams were white with saline 
each city, accompanied by pundits for incrustations; and the vegetable creation
---------------- —__— ~—r-------------------------- had been gradually diminishing, from the

* These will appeal- more appropriately in B, disqnisi- g!ant r a c 0  ofthe sacred with j f
tion on Hmdnmedals fonndhy mem India, m the Tran- wn.u u.di
m otions of the Boyal Asiatic Society. i£ broad as Amazonian targe,” to the dwarfish



shrubs of the desert, At once the satiric brought us to Palli, the great, commercial
stanza of the bard to a more .favoured, region mart of-western Rajwarra. Like every thing
wo,s brought to my mind, aiul as I  repeated else in these regions, it bore the marks of
it to my old friend the Rana’s envoy, he rapine; and as in the civil wars of this-state'
enjoyed the confession, and afresh urged his its possession was of great importance to
wish that nature should decide the question either party, the fortifications were raised at
of their boundaries : the desire of the inhabitants, who did hot

A k  ra  jho jira , admire the noise of war within their gates.
Phok ra  bar. From the same feeling, -when it was proposed
J to jro  ra  roo ty , a7  . 1
Mot'h ra  d a l, to gird, the sister mart, Bhilwarra, with walls,

Delihv ho R a ja , t e n  M arw ar the opposition to it was universal. The
‘ H u ts  of she ak , .
' B arriers of thorns, remnants or the walla lend it an air of deso-
! %fld o{ mais5e> lation. The town is overrated at ten thousand
1 L entils of th e  vetch, . .. .

• Behold Baja, yow Marwar1* houses. As an emporium its reputation is of
The villages are of a construction totally ancient date : and, politically,-it is connected 

distinct from any thing we have seen, and 'with the establishment of the reigning family 
more approaching the wigwam of the in these regions. A community of Brahmins 
■western world. Every commune is surrounds then held Palli in grant from the princes of 
od with a cireumvallation of thorns, h m t a  lea Mundore : whence comes a numerous Class, 
k o ie , and tho stacks of b h o o s , or 1 chaff which termed Palliwal, who follow mercantile 
are placed, at intervals, give it the appear- pursuits. I t  was in S. 1212 (A. D. 1156J 
ence of a respectable fortification. These that Seoji, the founder of the Rahtore dy- 
Ih o o s  stacks are erected to provide provender nasty and son to the emperor of Oanouj, 
for the cattle in scanty rainy seasons, when passed Palli on his return from a pilgrimage 
the parched earth denies grass, or full crops ftqm Dwaricka to the Ganges. The 
of maize. They are erected to the height of Brahmins sent a deputation to relieve them 
twenty or thirty- feet, coated with a cement from two great enemies to their repose, 
of earth and cow-dung, arid with a sprinkling namely, the Menas of the Aravali, and the 
of thorns, to prevent the fowls of the. air linns, which had become very numerous, 
from reposing in them. In  this manner geoji relieved them from both; but the 
with a little fresh coating, they will exist ten. opportunity “  to aquire land ” was too good 
years, being only resorted to on emergencies, to be lost, and on the festival of the S o t i  he 
when the kino may be said to devour the put the leading Brahmins to death, and took 
village walls. Their appearance is a great possession of Palli.
re lie f  to the monotony of- a march through Commerce, in these regions, is the basis of 
the desert; which, however, cannot strictly liberty: even despotism is compelled to 
he said to commence till you cross the Looni, leave it unrestrained. Palli, like Bhilwarra,

O cto b er  ?>0th.—A long march of twenty- Jhalrapattan, Binnie, and other marts, enjoys 
one miles, in which there was little to record, the right of electing its own magistrates,
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both for its municipal regulations, and the assnfmtivbi, ^loollan cliini/cs, and wood lot 
arbitration of all matters connected ■with household furniture. .From Kotah and 
commercial pursuits. I t  was commerce Malwa, opium and chintzes. From Jeypnr, 
whioh freed Europe from the bondage of various cloths and sugars. From Bhooj, 
feudality ; and the towns above cited only swords and horses. ;
require the same happy geographical position, The exports of homo production are the 
to play the part; of, the Hanso towns of two staple* articles- of salt and woollens ; to 
Europe. Like Bhilwarra, Palli has its own which wp may add coarse cotton cloths, and 
currency, which, amidst universal detoriora- paper made in the town of Palli. The h o e s , 

tiott, it has retained nndebased. • From remote or blankets, are disseminated throughout 
times, Palli h as . been the connecting link India, 'and-may be had at from ion ? to sixty 
between the spa-coast and northern India. rupee9. ’per pair; scarfs and turbans are 
Gonun.ejpc.ial houses established at Muscat- nia(je of the same material, but not for ex- 
Mandavi, Surat, and Noanuggur, transmit phrt$fcn. But salt is the chief article of 
the products of Persia, Arabia, Africa, and exphf^ t  and the duties arising therefrom 
Europe, receiving thoso of India and Thibet. eqUaj hfilf the land revenue of the country.
To enumerate all the articles, it would b : Of t%  apyJirs, or ‘ salt lakes,’ Pnnohbuddra,
necessary to name the various products of Filodf, Deedwhnu, are the principal, the 
each : from the coast, elephants -teeth^ gr8t hc^ng'several miles in circuit, 
rhinonceros’ hides', copper, tin, pewter, The commercial duties of Falls, yielded
dates dried and moist,* Of which there is an 75)00fts>rnpe«yhnnually, a largo p m  in a 
immense ..consumption .in these regions; guru- p00r country like TSfrrwar. 
arable, borax, cocoa-nuts,  ̂ broad-cloths, The Oharuns and Bhats, or 5e ird s and 
Striped silks, called p u ll in g - , various dyes, g e n e a lo g is ts , are the chief carriersiof these 
particularly the k e r m e s  or crimson; drugs, regions ; their sacred character overawes 
especially the oxides of arsenic and quick- tl,e lawless Rajpoot chief; and e|en ttte 
silver ; spices, sandal-wood, camphor, tea, savage Koli and Bhil, and the plundering 
m u m m a y e  or mummy,f which is much sought gahrao 0f the desert, dread the anathema of 
after in medicine, and green glass (k a n c h ). these singular races, who conduct the cara- 
From Bhawulpur, soda (saJi), the dyes called Tftna through the wildest and most desolate 
a l  and m m j e e t ,  matchlocks, dried fruits, tegjon8. The traveller avails himself of such •'

______ _____________________________ convoy who desires to procpyd.lh the coast.
* ibe M a r t i  , bv Jalore, Beenmahl, Sanchbre, and Radhuu-
+ Mom in  th e  language of E g y p t signifies wax, says - •

some a n c ien t authority  : so i t  is th e  usual nam e of th a t  pur, whence lie may pursue hidroute to . f. 
artic le  in  Persian. Mommy is  probably thence  d en y rd . or Muscat-Mandavi. %>' . 1 m
I  rem em ber playing a  tr ic k  on o ld Seeloo, ou r khuour- ■ o r> l r  i  . . i u .  W f
dar a t  Simlhia’s cam p, w ho h a d  been so lic ited  to obtain  To the east of Palli about ten mi%t there
a piece ol wwnmaye for a ch ieftain 's wife. As we a re  an isolated hill, called P o o n a c / i r ,  ‘ 'fhfrthiil,
8uopo3fed fco possess every th in g  valuable iu  fchc healing' , , r ,f . . . j  *li_ . .. iv
art, he  w ould  take no r e fu s a l ; so I  su b s titu ted  a  piece of of virtue, witch is crowned with a small .
In d ia  mbber. temple, said to have been conveyed by a

139.



Budhist magician from Palithana in Sanrash- I when not in motion was on the highways % 

tra. Wherever this ancient and numerous hence those who dwell entirely with their 
sect exists,, magical skill is always asserted, cattle are styled o o b o h p m t i ,  ‘ on the road.'?
Here wo found our old friend, Gough, who Sharna had taken advantage of the greater 
had been rambling to the south-west amongst portion of JPaitnab.’s caravan being detached,
Sahraes, Kossas, and all the wild beings of to revenge, an ancient feud ; and had shewn 
these uncivilized tracts, in search of new himself quite an adept in club-law, as the 
breeds of horses. Halted to  enjoy his broken heads of his opponents disclosed. To 
society. reconcile them was impossible ; and as the

Pallv 29th. case was to he decided, not by the scales of
Kharljfa 30th. abstract justice but by calculating which
Roliit 31st contributed most in duties, Paimah by this
N o v .  1 s t .—Khankani, on the north bank summary process, more than from sympa thy 

of the Looni. There was nothing to arrest to his wounded honour, gained a victory by 
attention between Palli and the Looni: all the exclusion of his rival. As before ob­
is Hat and lonely in the thirty miles which served, these classes take advantage of their 
intervene. Our halts were at Kharira, % e d  character amongst the Rajpoots, to 
which has two small salt lakes, whence its become the general carriers of the country : 
name ; in fact, this superabundant product, *be advantage which might result to the 
Jckar o r  salt, gives its name to streams and slate from the respect paid to them is neu- 
towns. Both Kharira and Rohit, the inter- tralized by their avarice, and constant 
mediate places of halt, are feudal estates, evasion of the payment of all established 
and both chiefs had been involved in the duties. A memorable example of this kind 
recent civil dissentions: Rohit was under occurred during the reign of Umra the 

ban First, with the ancestor of this same Paim ah.
Here I  had an exemplification of the The Rana would not submit to the insolent 

vulgar adage, “ two of a trade,”  &c. Paimah demands of the Bliats, when they had 
Nails, the leader of one of the largest ta n d a s , recourse to one of the most sanguinary 
or caravans, which frequent the desert for sacrifices' ever recorded—the threat atone 
salt, had left his convoy, and with his of which is generally sufficient to extort 
brethren came to exhibit his wounds and acquiescence and concession. But the firm- 
fractures received in a fray with the leaders’ ness of Umra has been recorded: and he 
of another caravan. Both were Bhats; braved thorn. Collecting the elder portion 
Paimah was the head, of the Bhamunia of their community, men, women, and youths 
Bliats, so called from the place of their of both sexes, they made a sacrifice to the 
abode, and he counted forty thousand beasts number of eighty souls with their daggers 
of burthen under his control. Shama had iu the court of the palace, i.he blood 
no distinctive epithet: he ,*ad no home the victims was on the Rana’s head. It was
separate from his ta n d a . His little state a species of excommunication, which would,
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have unsettled a weaker reason; for the out of the forty thousand bullocks of their 
Rajpoot might repose after the murder of a t a n d a ,  and be rc-inducted into Bhamuni, it 
Brahmin, but that of the prophetic F a te s  not, there were daggers (shewing them some 
would rise against liim here and hereafter, on the table), and they might begin a s  soon 
For once they encountered a mind too strong as they pleased. I  added, that, m addition 
to he shaken ; IJmra banished the whole to Rami It mm s penalty of banislimont, I 
fraternity of Bhamunia Bhats from his would recommend confiscation of their entire 
dominions, and the town of Bhamuni re- caravan. Paimah was no fool: he accepted 
verted to the fisc. The edict remained Bhamuni, and the m a u fi for five hundred, 

cancelled until these days, when amongst and that day received his gold bracelets and 
tbe industrious of all classes whom the clothes of investiture for Bhamuni from the 
proclamations* brought once more to Mewar, Rana.
came Paimah and bis brethren. Although M v .  2 . Jhalamund, ten miles. Although 
tradition had preserved tbe causes of their within one march of Jodpur, we were obliged 
exile, it had made no alteration in their to make an intermediate halt, in, order to 
sentiments and opinions, and the dagger arrange the ceremonials of reception; a 
was always at , hand, to be sheathed ‘iu grave matter with all the magnates of the 
their own flesh whenever provocation called East, who regulate all such affairs by slavish 
it from the girdle. Paimah beset the Rcpa prece j.ent and ancestral wisdom. On such 
in all his rides, demanding a reduction, or a novel occasion as the reception of an 
rather abolition of duties for his t a n d a ; and English envoy at this desert court, they 
at length he took up a position on the terrace wore a good deal puzzled how to act. They 
fronting th e ‘ balcony of the, sun,’ threaten- could very well comprehend how an ambas- 
ing a < c h a n d i,’ for such is the term applied sador direct from majesty should be received 
to this suicidal revenge. The Rana, who and were not unfamiliar with the formula 
had not the nerve of his ancestor, sent to to be observed towards a vice-regal legation, 
me to beseech my interference : with his But the present case was an anomaly; the 
messenger, one from me returned to invite governor of all India, of course, could ap- 
the Bhats to a settlement. They came as pear only as the first servant of a commer- 
fine, robust, intrepid a set as I  ever saw. cial body, which, with whatever privileges 
We soon came to issue : I  urged that duties invested, never could be made to rank with 
must be paid by all who chose to frequent royalty or its immediate emanation. Ac- 
the passes of Mewar, and that they would cordingly, this always proved a clog to our 
get nothing by their present silly mode of diplomatic missions, until the diffusion of 
endeavouring to obtain remission ; that if : our power from the Indus to the ocean set 
they would give a written agreement to speculation at rest on the formalities of re­
abide by the scale of duties laid down, they ception of the Company’s ambassadors. On 
should receive exemption for five hundred the other head, the eternal rotation of milt- 
.* See {* 377." tary adventurers enjoying ephemeral power,
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such as the commanders of the- myrmidons Ameer Khan, and await the English envoy 
of Sindhia and Holkar, compelled all the almost on the threshold of his palace. I t  
Rajpoot princes to forego much of their ended, as such matters, generally dp in those 
dignity ; and men like Ameer Khan, Jean countries, by a compromise': it was stipulat- 
Baptiste, or Bapoo Sindhia, who but a short ed that the Raja should receive the mission 
time ago would have deemed themselves in his p o lk e e  or litter, at the central barrier 
honoured with a seat in the antichamber, 0f  descent.* These preliminaries being 
claimed equality of reception with princes, arranged, we left Jlialamund in the after- 
Each made it a subject for boasting, how far noon, that wo might not derange the habits 
he had honoured himself by the humiliation of slumber of’ those who were to conduct 
of the descendant of the emperor of Caaouj, us to the capital. About half way we were 
or the scion of Rama. At the same time, met by the great feudatory chieftains of 
as the world is always deceived by externals, Pokurna and Nemaj, then lords of the 
it was difficult to concede a reception less ascendant, and the joint advisers of their 
distinguished than that granted to the leader sovereign. We dismounted, embraced, com- 
of a Mahratta horde ; and here their darling plimented each other in the customary plmi- 
precedent was available. To what distance geology . then remounted, and rode together 
did the Raja send the i s t i k b a l  to meet Ameer nutii vve reached the tents, where after 1 had 
Khan? what was the rank of the chieftains requested them to be the, bearers of my 
so deputed ? and t,o what point did the homage to their sovereign, we mutually 
“ offspring of the sun” condescend to ad- saluted and parted.
vance in person to receive this “ lord of the Salim Singt was the name of the lord
period?” All these, and many similar of Pokurna, the most wealthy and the most
questions, were propounded through, the powerful of all the baronies of Marwar.
Vakeel, who had long been with me, to his His castle end estate (wrested from Jessul-
sovereign, to whose presence he proceeded meer) are in the very heart of the desert;
in order that they might be adjusted, while the former is strong both by position and
I  halted at Jhalamund, only five miles from art. I t  is a family which has often shaken
the capital. However, individually, we may the foundation of the throne of Marwar.
despise these matters, we have no option, During four generations have its bold and,
as public servants, but to demand the full turbulent chiefs made the most resolute of
measure of honour for those we represent, these monarebs tremble. Deo Sing, the
As the present would also regulate future great grandfather of the present chief, used
receptions, 1 was compelled to urge that the » W ilder, th e  su p erin ten d en t o f  A jm cer, was

Raja would best consult his own dignity by depu ted  by  G eneral S ir J>, O chfedony, in Deo, 1818, to 
. ., , ,, , ,  . th e  c o u r t o f Jodr-ur and, w as very courteously receivedattending to that ot the government 1  re- -L the Bujac

presented, and distinctly signified, that it f The sib ilan t is th e  Shibboleth o f th e  'Rajpoot of

could never be tolerated via, he shou.d des- of Fokurna is degraded into !assaf®tida’ (toy);
cend to the very foot of his castle to honour as H tl 'm  EUvj,
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to sleep in the Hall of the royal palace, with residence Neeraaj, Raepur, and Chnndawut, 
five hundred of his Kompawnts, of which are the principal fiofs. Soorlan was a fine 
clan he is the chief “ The throne .of Mar- specimen of the Rajpoot ;* his figure tall and 
“ war is within the sheath of rny dagger, ” graceful ; his complexion fair ; his deport-, 
was the boast, as elsewhere mentioned, of ment manly and mild 5 in short, he was a 
this haughty noble to his sovereign. His thorough gentleman, iu appearance, under­
soil Subal Sing, followed his father’s steps, standing, and manners, 
and even dothorneA the great Bijay Sing: I t  would be impossible to relate here
a cannon-shot relieved the prince from this all the causes which involved him in the
terror of his reign. Sowaie Sing, his son catastrophe from which his coadjutor es-
and. successor, acted the satno part towards eaped. I t was the misfortune of Soortan 
Raja Bbeem, ancl was involved in the civil to have been associated with Salim Sing; 
wars which commenced in 1806, when he but his past services to his prince amply 
set up the pretender, Dhonkul Sing. The counterbalanced this party bias. I t  was
catastrophe of Nagore, in which Meer Khan he who prevented his sovereign from
acted the assassin of the Kampawnt and all sheathing a dagger in his heart on the dis- 
his associates, relieved Raja Mann from the graceful day at Purbutsir ; and he was one 
evil genius of his house ; and the honours of the four chieftains of all M'arwar who 
this prince heaped on the son of the Kom- 4 adhered to his fortunes when beset by the 
pawut, in giving him the first office in the united force of Rajpootana. He was also 
state, were but a trap to ensnare him. Prom one of the same four who redeemed the spoils 
this he escaped, or his life and the honours of their country from the hands of the mul- 
of Pokurna would have been lost together, titudinous array which assaulted Jodhpur in 
Such is a rapid sketch of the family of the 1806, and whose fate carried mourning into 
chief who was deputed to meet me. He was every house of -.Rajasthan.f The death of 
about thirty-five years of age ; his appear- Soortan Sing was a prodigal sacrifice, and 
ance,though not prepossessing, was diginified caused a sensation of universal sorrow, in 
and commanding. In person he was tall, which I  unfeignedly participated. His gallant 
but more powerful than athletic; his features bearing was the theme of universal admira- 
were good, but his complexion was darker tion ; nor can I  give a better o r a  juster 
than in general amongst the chieftains of idea of the chivalrous Rajpoot, than by.
Marwar, inserting a literal, translation of the letter

His companion, and associate iu the conveying the account of his death, about 
councils of his prince, was in every point eight months after my visit to Jodhpur, 
of personal appearance the reverse of this “ Jodhpur, 2d Asar, or 28th June 1820. 
portrait. Soortan Sing was chief of the “ On the last day of Jait (the 26th June) ,

Oodawuts, a clan which can muster four —------------ -------------------- -—---------—-----
thousand swords, all residing on the lands * f ee portrai** . ' , a

* .. t  See p age  365, for th e  m urder of th e  princess of
skirting the Aravali ; and of which his Oodipur, one of its results.
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“ an hour before daybreak, the Raja sent the “ The Pokurna chief, hearing of this,
« Alligolesy* and all the quotas of the chiefs, “ saddled; but the Maharaja sent Seonat 
“ to the number of eight thousand men, to !i Sing of K.ochamun, the chief of Lhadrst- 
“ attack Soortsm Sing. They blockaded his “ joon, and others, to give him confidence,
“ dwelling in the city, upon which, for th re e  “ and induce him to stay; but he is most 
“ w a tch es , they kept up a constant fire of “ anxious to get away. My nephew and 
“ great guns and small arms. Soortan, with “ fifteen of my followers were slain on this 
“ his brother Soor Sing, and his kindred and “ occasion. The Neemaj chief fell as became 
“ clan, after a gallant defence, at length “ aRahtore. The world exclaims ‘applause 
« sallied. forth, attacked the foreigners sword “ and both Hindu and Toork say he met his 
« in hand, and drove them back. But who “ death nobly. Seonat Sing, Buktawar Sing,
“ can oppose their prince with success ? The “ Hoop Sing, and Anar Sing,* performed 
“ odds were too great, and both brothers “ the funeral rites.”
*< fell nobly. Nagoji. and forty of the bravest Such is the Rajpoot when the point of
«  of the clan fell with the T h a k o o r  brothers, honour is at stake 1 Not a man of his clan
“ and forty were severely wounded. Eighty, would have surrendered, while their chief
« who remained, made good their retreat lived to claim their lives ; and those who
« with their arms to Neemaj.f Of the retreated only preserved them for the sup-
« Raja’s troops, forty were killed on the spot port of the young lord of the Qodawuta !
«  and one hundred were wounded. Twenty * The last, a  bravo an d  ex ce lle n t m an, was th e  w riter 

, n  V I I V  J • c  " of this le tte r . H e, who h a d  sacrificed all to  save his
of the town S -fo lk  suffered m  the fray. ^  prince, and , a s  he  told me himself, supported h im , w hen

»  The m ercenary  Rohilla ba tta lions, who ace like th e 1 proscribed b y  b is predecessor, by  the sale o f a ll  bw
W alloons and independent com panies w hich  form ed th e  property, even  to  his wife s jo n e  s, j e t  jeonme. a n  fesa i„,
first regular arm ies of Europe. to  save h is Ufe from  an ovcrw helrm ng p r e s c r i p t s .  To

f  W hich they  afterw ards nobly d e fen d e d  during  m a n y  th e  anom alous s ta te  of our alliances w ith th ese  s ta tes 
m t,nttoi is to be ascribed  m any  of these  m ischiefs.

JA T  PEASANT OR W ARW AR. RAJPOOT FOOT-SOLDXEB 0® MARW AR.
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