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influence and. corruption, in the vast portion tun ate queens. Scandal affirms tliat she 
of wealth and worth which cannot, be en- frequently returned his passion in a manner 
gulphed in their vortex. But in these petty little becoming royal dignity, driving him 
sovereignties, no such check is found, and from her presence with the basest of mis- 
the tone of virtue and action, is given, from sales—her shoes. As the effects of this 
the throne. The laws of semi-barbarous unworthy attachment completed the anarchy 
nations,, which admit of licentious concubi- of Marwar, and as its consequences on de- 
nage, has ever been peculiar to orientals, viating from the established rules of succes- 
fromthe days of the wise king of the Jews sion have entailed a perpetuity of crime and 
to those of Beejoy Sing of Marwar ; and civil war, under which this unfortunate state 
their political consequence has been the same, yet writhes, we shall be minute, even to 
the sacrifi.ce of the rights of lawful inheri- dullness, in the elucidation of this portion 
tance to the heirs of illicit affection. The of their annals, to enable those who have 
last years of the king of Maroo were en- now to arbitrate these differences to bring 
grossed by sentimental folly with a young baok a current of uncontaminated blood 
beauty of the Osv.nl tribe, on whom he to sway the destinies of this still noble 
lavished all the honours due only to his legi- race.

Baja Ajit had fourteen sons:

Abhya Sing, Bukht Sing, Amine Sing, Basso, D eviling,

I adopted into adopted into
adopted into the Jabboa Pokurna.

Edur house. (in Malwa).
Ram Sing. Beejoy Sing.

Futteli Sing, Zalina Sing, Sawunt Sing, Sheri Sing, Bhom Sing, Goman Sing, Sirdar Sing, 
died of small- by a princes j | I I killed by
pox in infan- of Mewar, | adopted j j Bheem.

cy. the rightful Soor Sing. Maun Sing. Bheem Sing. Maun Sing, 
heir of Beejoy

Sing. Dhonkui Sing
(Pretender).

So infatuated was Beejoy Sing with the the chieftains were ordained to present their 
PAsbdni concubine, that on losing the only nuzzura and congratulations to the declared 
pledge of their amours, he ‘  put into her heir of Marwar; but the haughty noblesse 
lap,' (adopted) his own legitimate grand- refused { to acknowledge the son of a slave* 
child, Maun Sing. To legalize this adoption, as tbuir lord, and the Raja was compelled to
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"" a fresh adoption to ensure such token of Nagore barrier of the city. If, instead o f
sanction. Content at having by this method encamping there, they had proceeded to the 
succeeded in her wishes, the Pdsbdni sent off camp of the confederates, his arrival and the 
young Maun to the castle of Jhalore ; but dethronement of Beejoy Sing would have 
fearing lest the experience o f Shere Sing, been simultaneous: but the Baja received 
his adopted father, might prove a hindrance the intelligence as soon as the chiefs. Hasten- 
to her control, he was recalled, and her own big back, he obtained the person of the 
creatures left to guide the future sovereign young aspirant, to whom, to reconcile him 
of Marwar. The dotage of Beejoy Sing, and to his disappointment, he gave in appanage 
the insolence of his concubine, produced the districts o f Sojut and Sewanoh, and sent 
fresh discord, and the clans assembled at him off to the latter strong-hold; while to 
Malkaauni to concert his deposal. restrain the resentment o f his eldest son,

Recollecting the success of his former Zalim Sing, whose birth-right he had so 
measures to recall them to their duty, Beejoy unworthily sacrificed, he enfeoffed him with 
Sing proceeded to their camp ; but while he the rich district of Godwar, giving him pri- 
was negotiating, and as he supposed success- vate orders to attack his brother Bheem, 
fully, the confederates wrote to the chieftain who, though apprised of the desigu in time 
o f Baus, whose tour of duty was in the to make head against his uncle, was yet de­
castle, to descend with Bheem Sing. The feated and compelled to fly. He found 
chief acquainted the Pdsbdni that her pre- refuge at Pokuraa, whence he went to 
sence was required, at the camp by the Baja, Jessulmer.
and that a guard o f honour was ready to In the midst o f this conflict, his dominions 
attend her. She was thrown off her guard, curtailed, his chiefs in rebellion, his sons and 
and at the moment she entered her litter, a grandsons mutually opposed to each other, 
blow from an unseen hand ended her exis- and the only object which attached him to 
fence. Her effects were instantly confisca- life thus violently torn from him, Beejoy 
ted, and the chief of Raua descended with Sing died, in the month Asar S. 1850, after 
Bheem, whose tents were pitched at the a reign of thirty-one years,

»
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CHAPTER XIV,

Maja Bheem seizes upon the gadi.—Discomfiture o f ■ Ms competitor, Zalim Sing.—Bheem des­
troys all the oify? claimants to succession,, excepting Maim Sing.— Blockaded in Jhalo-re.—
Sallies from the garrison for supplies.—-Prince Maun heads one of them.—Incurs the risk 
of capture.—Is preserved by the Ahore chief. Baja Bheem offends Ms nobles.— They 
abandon Marwar.— The fie f of Netmaj attacked,—Jhalore reduced to the point of surren­
der,— Sudden and critical death of Raja Bheem.—Its probable cause.— The Vedyas or 
c cunnina-emm,' who surround the prince,— Accession o f Baja .Maun,—Rebellion of Some 
Sing of Pokurn.— Conspiracy of Champamni.— Declaration o f the pregnancy of a queen 
o f Raja Bheem,— Convention with Raja Maun.—■Posthumous births.— Their evil conse­
quences in Rajwarna.—-4 child bom. Sent off by stealth to Pokurn, and its birth kept a 
secret.— Named Dhonkul.— Raja Maim evinces indiscreet partialities.—Alienates the 
Champamits.—Birth o f the posthumous son of Raja Bheem promulgated,— The chiefs 
call on Raja Maun to fulfil the terms o f the convention— The mother disclaims the child.—
The Pokurn chief sends the infant Dhonkul to the sanctuary o f Abhya Sing o f Khetri.—
Sowae opens his underplot.—Embroils Raja Maun -with the courts o f Amber and Meioar.-—
He carries the pretender Dhonkul to Jeipoor.— Acknowledged and proclaimed, as Raja of
Marwar.__The Majority o f the chiefs support the pretender.— The Bekaner prince espouses
his cause.—Annies called in the field.—Baseness of Holcar, who deserts Raja Maun.— The 
armies approach.—Raja Maun's chiefs abandon him.—He attempts suicide.•—Is persuaded 
to fly,—He, gains Jodpoor,—Prepares for defence.—Becomes suspicious o f all his kin.—
Refuses them the honour of defending the castle,— They join the allies, who invest Jodpoor.
The city taken and plundered,—Distress of the besiegers.— Meer Khan's conduct causes a
division.__Bis fight from Marwar.— Per.sued by the Jeipoor commander.—Battle.—Jeipoor
force destroyed,,and the city invested.—Dismay o f the Raja.—Breaks up the siege of Jod­
poor.— Pays £200,000 for a safe passage to Jeipoor.—  The spoils of Jodpoor intercepted 
by the Rahtores, and wrested from the Cuchwahas.—Meer Khan formally accepts service 
with Raja Maun, and repairs to Jodpoor with the four Rahtore chiefs.

The intelligence o f Beejoy Sing’s death the “  lucky hour” to take possession. That 
was conveyed by express to his grandson hour never arrived ; and the first intelligence 
Bheem, at Jessulmer. In “  twenty-two o f Bheem being on “  the cushion of Joda,”  
hours”  he was at Jodpoor, and ascending was conveyed to the inhabitants by the na- 
dlrectly to the citadel, seated himself upon harms of his rival on his retreat from the 
the gadi, while his rival, Zalim Sing, the city, who was pursued to Bhilara, attacked, 
rightful heir, little expecting this celerity, defeated, and forced to seek shelter at Oodi- 
was encamped at the Mairta gate, awaiting pool, where, with an ample domain from
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v'-~? i’’-'-" the liana, ho passed the rest o f  his days in given to the winds, and no memorial o f 
literary pursuits. He died in the prime of them left. Edur must then have supplied 
life : attempting to open a vein with his an heir,* and the doubtful pretensions o f 
own hand, he out an artery and bled to .Dhcrnkubf the posthumous and reputed son 
death. He was a man of great personal of the wholesale assassin Bheem, to sit upon 
and mental cpiaMcations; a gallant soldier, the gadi o f Ajit, would never have been 
and no mean poet.* brought forward to excite another murder -

dims ' far successful, Raja Bheem deter- ous contest amongst the sous of Joda. 
mined to dismiss “  compunctious visitings,”  Having sacrificed all those within his 
and he a king de facto if not degun. Death reach who stood between him and the 
had carried off three of his uncles, as well throne, Bheem tried to secure the last sola 
as his father, previous to this event $ but claimant in Jhalore. But the siege of 
there were still two others, Shere Sing, his such a strong-hold with his feudal levies, 
adopted father, and Sirdar Sing, who stood ....... ...— ----- ---- ---------- ----.... -4sf-|| ..-
in his way : the last was put to death ; * Amongst the numerous autograph correspondence

i i - t ’ , i of the princes of Rajpootana with the princes of Mewar,the former had his eyes put out; and, soon of which x had the free ^  x sal,0J ’ 0DC ,ottor oS; i
after, the unfortunate prince released him- *784, a .d. 1728, written conjointly by Jey Sing of
self from life by dashing out his brains. * * * * * *  Abhoy *  ™ P«*. re*?*ln* Ed’ir*
Soor Sing, the favourite of all Beejoy Sing’s tion in the Appendix (No. I). X little, thought at the

descendants, remained. His superior claims tim0 how ,JV’w  pr°Ve Abh?y f “ g’s d?tet~1 ruination to cut otr all but mg own parricidal-issue from
were fatal to him and his life fell a sacri- the succession. An inspection of the genealogy (p. 114), 
fice with the others will shew that Anund Sing of Edur, who was not to be

allowed “ to escape alive,” was hia younger brother,
A single claimant alone remained of all adopted into that house.

the blood royal o f  Maroo to disturb the + Dhonknl Sing, the posthumous issue of Bheem, the 
» , , ,  . , ,  last of the parricidal line, whether real or supposititious,repose of Bheem. This was young Maun, must *  set aside; and t!l0 pure current of Eahtore

the adopted son of the concubine, placed blood, derived from Sooji, Joda, Jeswunt, and Ajit, be
. ___ , , . ,• . ,, „  „ ti i brought from Edur, and installed on “ the gadi of Joda.”beyond his reach withm the walls of Jhalore. ThiB course of prooeeding wonld meet tinivoraa5 nppT0.
Could Bheem’s dagger have reached him, bation, with the exception of some selfish miscreants 
v „  „  > n  i i , ,i , . . about the person of this pretended son of Bheem, or the

* chieftain of Poknrn, in furtherance of his and his grand-
ving scion of the parricide. father’s yet unavenged feud. A sketch of the events,

“  With none to bless him, drawn from their own chronicles, and accompanied by
“ None whom he could bless reflections, exposing the miseries springing from an act

. , , , of turpitude, would come home to all, and they would
an instrument, m the hand of divine power, ahower blessings on the power which, while it fulfilled
to rid the land of an accursed stock. Then tb® duties of protector, destroyed the germ of internal 

„r  a i,i. c - n ,  , dissension, and gave them a prince of their own purethe issue of Abhoy Smg would have utterly Wood) whom &  partie8 c J d honour and obey.
perished, and their ashes might have been doubt remained of the probable unanimity of such poli-

------------— ■ ■ ■--------- — — — — ------ -------~ — —    • cy, let it be previously submitted to apvmehaet, com-
* My own venerable tutor, Tati Gyaachandra, who posed of the princes of the laud, viz. of Mawar, Amber, 

was with me for ten years, said he owed all his know- Kotah, Bhoondi, Jessulmer, Ac., leaving out whichever 
ledge, especially hisskill in reciting poetry (in which ha may be influenced by marriage connexions withDboukal 
surpassed all the bards at Oodipoor), to Zalim Sing. Sing,

30
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or loose mercenary bands, was a tedious was taken, there appeared no hope for young 
operation, and soon became an imperfect Maun. A  small supply o f millet-flour was 
blockade, through which young Mauu not all the provision left to his half-famished 
unfrequently broke, and by signal formed garrison, whose surrender was now caleu- 
a junction with his adherents, and plundered lated upon, when an invitation came from 
the fiscal lands for support. One of these the hostile commander for Maun to repair 
excursions, however, an attempt to plunder to his camp, and adding “ A? was now the 
Palli, had nearly proved fatal to him; they master; it was 1m duty to serve.”  On that 
were attacked on their return, and young day (the 2nd Karfcik S. 1860, Dec. 1804),
Maun, whose seoluded education had con- after eleven years of defence, his means 
fined him more to mental than to personal exhausted, his friends banished, and death 
accomplishments, was unhorsed, and would from starvation or the sword inevitable, in- 
have been captured, but for the prowess telligence came o f Raja Bheem’s demise! 
o f  the chief of Ahore, who took him up This event, as unlookodfor as it was wel- 
behind him and bore him off in safety, come, could scarcely at first be credited;
Nothing but the turbulence of the chiefs and the tender o f the homage o f the com- 
Who supported Raja Bheem saved young mander to Maun as his sovereign, though 
Maun’s life. A  disputed succession has accompanied by a letter from the prime 
always produced an odious faction ; and minister Induraj, was disregarded till the 
Bheem, who was not disposed to bend to guru Deonath returned from the camp with 
this oligarchy, appears to have had all the confirmation o f the happy news, that “  not 
imprudence o f the dethroned Ram Sing: a moustache was to be seen in the camp.” *
he threatened those entrusted with the siege Thither the prince repaired, and was hailed 
to give them “  oxen to ride instead o f as the head of the Rahtores. 
horses.”  The chiefs fired at the insult, and It is said that the successor of the guru 
retired to Ganorah, the principal fief in Atmaram, “  who carried all the troubles o f 
Godwar; but disgusted with both parties, Beejoy Sing with him to heaven,”  had pre- 
instead of obeying the invitation of young dieted of young Maun Sing, when at the 
Maun, they abandoned their country al- very zero o f adversity, that f  his fortunes 
together, and sought an asylum in the would ascend.”  What were the means 
neighbouring states. Many fiefs were whereby the ghostly comforter o f Raja 
sequestrated, and Neemaj, the chief seat Bheem influenced his political barometer, 
o f the Oodawnts, was attacked, and after we know n ot; bat prophetic gurus, bards, 
a twelve months’ defence, taken ; its battle- astrologers, physicians, and all the Vedyds 
ments were ignominiously destroyed, and or ‘ cunning-men,’ t who besot the persons of 
the victors, chiefly foreign mercenaries, 'l o a T ^
reinforced the blockado o f Jhalore. Where this evidence of manhood is not yet visible, the

With the exile of his partisans and daily hair is cut o ff; often both
* J f Fedya, or • science r the term is also used to denote

diminishing resources, when the low er town cunning, magic, or knowledge of whatever kind.
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erinces, prove dangerous companions when, age of Nagore and Sewauoh j and that i f  a 
in addition to the office o f compounders of female, she should be betrothed to a prince 
drugs and expounders of dreams, they are of Uhoondar.
invested with the power of realizing their Posthumous births are never-failing germs 
own prognostications. of discord in these states; and the issue

On the 5th of Megsir, 1860 (A.I). 1804), is inevitably branded by one party with the 
Raja Maun, released from his perils, sue* title o f * supposititious.’ It is likewise a 
ceeded to the honours and the feuds of Beejoy common saying, almost amounting to a pro- 
Siug. He had occupied the ‘  cushion of verb, that, a male child is the uniform reform 
Maroo’ but a very short period, when the result of such a position. Indue course, a 
Pokurna chief “  took offence,”  and put him- male infant was born ; but, alarmed for its 
self in hostility to his sovereign. The name safety, the mother concealed both its birth 
of this proud vassal, the first in power and sex, and placing it in a basket, conveyed 
though only o f secondary rank amongst the it by a faithful servant from the city, whence 
Champawuts, was Sowae Sing, with whom it soon reached Sowae Sing at Pokurn, He 
now remained a the sheath of the dagger bestowed upon it the inauspicious name of 
w’hich held the fortunes of Maroo.”  I f  the * Dbonkul,’ that is, one born to tumult and 
fulfilment o f vengeance be a virtue, Sowae strife. It is said that, during two years he 
was the most virtuous son on earth. The kept the birth a profound secret, and it is 
dagger of Devi Bing, bequeathed to Subbula, even added, that it might have remained so, 
was no imaginary weapon in the hands o f had Rajah Maun forgot the history of the past, 
his grandson Sowae, who held it suspended and dispensed even-handed justice. Want- 
over the head o f Raja Maun from bis en- ing, however, the magnanimity of the 
thronement to his death-hour. Soon after Fourth Henry of France, who scorned “ to 
Raja Mann’s accession, Sowae retired with revenge the wrongs of the Prince o f Na­
nis partisans to Champasuni, a spot about varre,”  he reserved his favours and confi- 
five miles from the capital, where the cons* dance for those who supported him in Jhalore, 
piracy was prepared. He told the chiefs whilst he evinced his dislike to others who, 
that the wife of Raja Bheem was pregnant, in obedience to their sovereign, served 
and prevailed on them to sign a declaration, against him. O f these adherents, only two 
that if a son was born, he should be installed chiefs o f note were of his kin and clan j 
on the gadi of Joda. They returned in a the others were Bhatti Rajpoots, and a body 
body to the capital, took the pregnant queen o f those religious militants called Bishen- 
from the castle, and placed her in a palace swamis, under their Mehunt, or leader, 
in the city, under their own protection. KaimdasA
Moreover, they held a council, at which the T ^ hey follow tho doctrines of Vishnu (Bishen).
Raja was present, who agreed to recognize They are termed gotent, as well as the more numerous
the infant, if a male, as the heir-apparent cl“ s militant8' ***** to M~ ’ 1 1  cclibatavrtu, as gosen imports, from mastery {sen) orex
o f Maroo, and to enfeoff him in the appan- the sense (go). They occasionally come in contact, whoa
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At the expiration of two years, Sowae The late prince Bheem had made over­

communicated. the event to the chiefs of his - tures to the Rana of Mewar for the hand of 
party, who called upon Raja Maun to redeem his daughter, but he died before the preii- 
his promise and issue the grant for Nagore minaries were adjusted. This simple ch ­
an d Se wan oh. He promised compliance if, cumstanee was deemed sufficient by the 
upon investigation, the infant proved to be Champawut for the ground-work of his plot, 
the legitimate offspring o f hia predecessor. He contrived to induce the voluptuous Jug- 
Personal fear overcame maternal affection, gut Sing, the prince of Jeipoor, to put him- 
and the queen, who remained at Jodpoor, self in the place o f Raja Bheem, and to 
disclaimed the child. Her reply being com- propose for the fair hand of Kishna. This 
municated to the chiefs, it was for a time being accomplished, and nuptial presents, 
conclusive, and the subject ceased to interest under a guard of four thousand men, being 

• them, the more especially as her concealed despatched to Oodipoor, Sowae intimated to
accouchement had never been properly ac- Raja Maun that he would be eternally dis­
counted, for. graced if he allowed the prince of Amber

Though Sowae, with his party, apparently to carry off “  the betrothed that “ it was
acquiesced, his determination was taken; the throne of Maroo, not its occupant,
but instead of an immediate appeal to arms, she was promised,”  The bait was greedily
he adopted a deeper scheme of policy, the swallowed, and the summons lor the kher
effects of which he could not have contem- (or levy en masse) of the Rahtores was imme-
plated, and which involved his own destruc- diately proclaimed. Maun instantly assem-
tion, and with it the independence of his bled three thousand horses, and joining to
country, which was transferred to strangers, them the mercenary bands of Heera Sing,
their very antipodes in manners, religion, then on the frontier of Mewar, he inter-
and every moral quality. His first act was cepted the nuptial gifts of Amber. Indig-
to procure a more powerful protection than nant at this outrage, Juggut Sing took . to
Pokura afforded ; and under the guarantee arms, and the muster-book was declared
of Chutter Sing Bhatti, be was sent to the °Pen to a11 who would serve in the war
sirna (sanctuary) of Abhoy Sing of Khetri.* which was formally declared against Maroo.
Having so far succeeded, he contrived an Having thus opened the drama, Sowae
underplot, in which his genius for intri- threw off the mask, and repaired to Khetri,
gue appears not below his reputation as a whence he conveyed the pretender, Dhonkul,
soldier. to the court of Juggut Sing at Jeipoor,

—  ------- ------- ------------- --: — ■—— "—r. Here his legitimacy was established by beingtheir sectarian principles end m furious combats. At °  J _
the celebrated place of pilgrimage, Heridwar (Hurdwar), admitted * to oat from the Same platter* with 
on the Ganges, we are obliged to have soldiers to keep j ĝ p rjIlce . an(] Jjjg claims, as the heir of 
tho peace, since a battle occurred, in which they .fought
almost to extirpation, about twenty years ago. They Marwar, were publicly acknowledged and
are the Templars of Rajast’han, advocated, by his ‘ placing him in the lap of

* One of the principal chiefs of the Shekhawut con­
federation. hia aunt, one of the wives of the deceased
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I" 11 ' 1 'M l    1 H I I W 1 1 I I M iliî j i î i w W g f i ■ 5 ^ 1 ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ i ■■ n n j ij i t > '- «« r » iijn  i     .1 i i i i i i i  m i i i i i i i u  h i  i   „ , „ | M , | ,  ^ M ,  ■ ^  rnk, A

Baja Bheem. His cause thus espoused, and gonist, who was posted at Geengofi, As 
being declared the 'nephew of Amber, the the armies approached each other, Raja 
■nobles of Marwar, who deemed the claims Mann's chiefs rode up to salute him, pro­
of the pretender superior to those of Raja paratory, as he thought, to head their clam 
-Maun, speedily collected around his stand- for the combat; but it was their farewell 
srd Amongst these was the prince of obeisance. The cannonade opened, they 
Bikaner, whose example (he being the most rallied under the standard of the pretender, 
powerful of the independents of this house) and on Sowae advancing on the right of the 
at once sanctioned the justice of Dhonkul’s allied line, so entire was the defection, that 
cause, and left that of Raja Maun almost even the Mairtea clan, whose virtue and 
without support. Nevertheless, with the boast it is “ to adhere to the throne, who- 
hereditary valour of his race, he advanced ever is the occupant,’5 deserted, with the 
to the frontiers to meet his toes, whose Champawuts, Jaitawuts, and minor chiefs, 
numbers, led by the Jeipoor prince and the Four chieftains alone abided the evil hour 
pretender, exceeded one hundred thousand of Raja Maun, namely, Kooehamnn, 
men! This contest, the ostensible object Ahore, Jhalore, and Neemaj ; and with their 
of which was the princess of Mewar, like quotas alone, and the auxiliary bands of 
the crusades' of ancient chivalry, brought Boondi, he would have rushed into the 
allies from the most remote parts of India, battle. Hinderd from this, he attempted 
Even the cautious Mahratta felt an unusual his own life: but the design was frustrated 
impulse in this rivalry, beyond the stimu- by Seonath of Koochamun, who dismounted 
lauts of pay and plunder which ordinarily him from his elephant, and advised his trust* 
rouse him, and corps after corps left their mg to the fleetness of his steed, while they 
hordes to support either cause. The weigh- covered his flight. The Raja remarked, he 
tier purse of Jeipoor was.the best argument was the first of his race who ever disgraced 
for the justice of his Cause and that of the the name of Rahtore by showing his back 
pretender ; while Raja Maun had only,the to a Cuchwaha. The position he had taken 
gratitude of Holcar t® reckon upon for aid, that morning was favourable to retreat, 
k> whose wife and family ho had given sane- being a mile in advance of the pass of Par- 
tuat-y when pursued by Lord Lake to the bntsir: this was speedily gained, and nobly 
Attoc. But here Sowae again foiled him ; defended by the battalions of Boondi, and 
and the Mahratta, then only eighteen miles those of Hundalt Khan, in the pay of Raja 
from Mann, and who had promised to join Maun, which retarded the pursuit, headed 
him next day, made a sudden movement to by the Rao of Ooniara. Raja Maun rea- 
the south, A bribe of £100,000, in bills ched Mairta in safety j but deeming it 
upon Kotab, to be paid on Holcar’s reaching incapable of long resistance, he continued 
that city, effected this desertion; which Ms flight by Peepar to the capital, which 
being secured, Juggut Sing and the pro- he reached with a slender retinue, including 
tender advanced to overwhelm their ruta- J the four chiefs, who still shared his fortunes.

31
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Tho camp o f Raja Maun. was pillaged, you defend yoiir throne your cause is not 
Eighteen guns were taken by Balia Rao lost.’* Raja Maun followed the advice,
|nglia, one o f Sindia’s commanders, and the reached Jodpoor in a lew hours, and prepared 
lighter effects, the tents, elephants, and for his defence. This unexpected change, 
baggage, were captured by Meer Khan ; and the halt of the allied army, which per- 
while Parbuteir, and the villages in the mitted the dispersed bands to gain the capi- 
neighbourhood, were plundered. tal, defeated the schemes o f Sowae.

Thus far, the scheme o f  Sowae and the With a body of three thousand men, se- 
Pretender advanced with rapid success, leoted from Hundail Khan’s brigade, the 
When the allied army reached Mairta, the corps of Biahenswamis, under Kamillas, and 
prince of Jeipoor, whose object was the one thousand foreign Rajpoots, consisting of 
princess of Mewar, proposed to Sowae to Chohans, Bhattis, and Ecndos (the ancient 
follow up their good fortune, while he re- lords of Mundore), Raja Maun formed a 
paired to Oodipoor, and solemnized the garrison o f five thousand men, on whom he 
nuptials. But even in the midst of his could depend. So ample did he deem this 
revenge, Sowae could distinguish “ bet- number, that he despatched strong garrisons 
ween the cause of Maun Sing and the gadi from Hundall’s brigade, with some Deora 
o f Marwar;” and to promote the success of Rajpoots, to garrison Jhalore, and preserve . 
Jeipoor. though he had originated the the distant castle of Amerkote from surprise 
scheme to serve his own views, was no part by the Sindies. Having thus provided 
o f  his plan. He was only helped out of against the storm, he fearlessly awaited the 
this dilemma by another, which he could result. But so alienated was his mind from 
not anticipate. Hot dreaming that Raja his kindred, that he would not even admit 
Maun would hold out in the capital, which to the honour of defending his throne the 
had no means o f defence, but supposing he four faithful chieftains who, in the general 
would fly to Jhalore, and leave Jodpoor to desertion, had abided by his fortunes. To 
its fate and to the pretender, Sowae, desir- all their entreaties to be received into the 
ous to avoid the further advance of the allies castle, that “ they might defend the htngras 

Into the country, halted the army for three (battlements) of Joila,”  he replied, they 
days at Mairta. His foresight was correct: might defend the city if they pleased ; and
the Raja had reached Birsilpoor in full disgusted with such a return for their flde- 

\ flight to Jhalore, when, at the suggestion o f lity, they increased the train of his oppo-
Gaenmul Singwi, a civil officer in his train, nents, who soon encompassed Jodpoor. 
he changed his intention. “ There,” said The town, little capable o f defence, was 
the Singwt “  lays Jodpoor only nine coss to taken and given up to unlicensed plunder ; 
the right, while Jhalore is sixteen further ; and with the exception of Filodi, which 
it is as easy to gain the one as the other, was gallantly defended for three months, 
and if you cannot hold out in the capital, and given to Bikaner as the reward o f its 
what chance have you elsewhere? while aliimee, the an of the pretender was pro*



J-'f'

^  fjaimed throughout Marwir, and his allies party, he applied to the four chieftains who
only awaited the fall of the capital, which had been induced to join the cause o f the 
appeared inevitable, to proclaim him king, pretender by the suspicions o f Raja Maun,
But a circumstance occurred, which, awaken- to advance a sum of money. This appeal 
jng  the patriotism of the Rahtores, thwarted proved a test o f their zeal They abandoned 
these fair prospects, relieved Raja Maun the pretender, and proceeded direct to the 
from his peril, and involved his adversaries camp of Ameer Khan. It required no 
in the net of destruction which they had powerful rhetoric to detach him from the 
woven for him. cause and prevail upon him to advocate that

The siege had lasted five months without of Raja Maun ; nor could they have given 
any diminution o f the ardour o f the de- him better counsel towards this end, than the 
fenders 3 and although the defences of the proposal to carry the war into the enemy’s 
north-east angle were destroyed, the be- country: to attack and plunder Jeipoor, 
siegers, having a perpendicular rock of now left unguarded. A t this critical mo- 
eighty feet to ascend before they could get ment, the Jeipoor prince, in consequence o f 
to the breach, were not nearer their object, the representation of the Marwar chiefs, had 
and, in fact, without shells, the castle of ; directed his commander-in-chief, Seolall, to 
Juda would laugh a siege to scorn. The ; chastise Meer Khan for his lawless conduct. 
Humorous and motley force under the Seolall put a stop to their deliberations, at- 
bamiers of Jeipoor and the pretender, tacked and drove them across the Looni, 
became clamorous for pay ; the forage surprised them at Govingurh, again in a 
was exhausted, and the partisan horse night attack at Hursoori, and pursued the 
were obliged to bivouac in the distant dis- Khan to Phaggi, at the very frontier of 
iricts to 'the south. Availing himself o f Jeipoor. Astonished at his own success, and 
their separation from the main body, Ameer little aware that the chase was in the direc- 
Khan, an apt pupil o f the Mahratta school, tion projected by his enemy, Seolall deemed 
began, to raise contributions on the fiscal ha had accomplished his orders in driving 
lands, and P&ili, Peepar, Bhilara, with many him out oi: Marwar ; halted, and leaving 
others, were compelled to accede to his his camp, repaired to Jeipoor to partake 
demands. The estates of the nobles who o f its festivities. The Khan, who with his 
espoused the cause o f the pretender, fared allies had reached Peeploo near Tonk, no 
no better, and they complained to the Xer- sooner heard o f this, than he called to his 
xes o f this host o f the conduct o f this unprin- aid the heavy brigades o f Mahomed Shah

cipled commander. Kha“  and EaJa Buhader ^
The protracted defence having emptied Iserdoh), and availed himself o f the impru-

the treasury of Amber, the archintriguer o f dent absence of his foe to gam over the 
Pokurn was called upon to contribute to- Hydrabad Itisdla, a legion well known in 
wards satisfying the clamour o f the troops, the predatory wars of that period. Having 
Having exhausted the means of his own effected this object, be assailed the Jeipoor
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force, which, notwithstanding this defection £120,000 to escort him in safety to his capi- 
and thh absenoV o f its commander, fought tal ; nay, he secretly bribed, with a bond, of 
with great valour,,'the battalions o f Heera £90,000 more, the author o f bis disgrace,
Sing being nearly cut to pieces. The action Ameer Khan, not to intercept Ms retreat, 
ended in the entire defeat o f the Jeipoor- which was signally ignominious, burning his 
cans, and the capture of their camp, guns, tents and equipage at every stage, and at 
and equipage. Prompted by the Rahtore length with his own hand destroying his fa- 
chieftains, whose valour led to this result, vourite elephant, which e< wanted speed for 
Meer Khan rapidly followed up his success, the rapidity of his flight.”  
and Jeipoor was dismayed by the presence But the indignities he had to suffer wore 
o f the victor at her gates. The generalship not over. The chieftains whose sagacity 
of the Khan was the salvation of Raja and valour had thus diverted the storm from 
M aun; it dissolved the confederacy, and Raja Maun, determined that no trophies of 
fixed the doom of Sowacyits projector. Rahtore disgrace should enter Jeipoor, uni-

The tempest had been soma time gather- ted their elans about twenty miles east o f 
ing ; the Rajas of Bikaner and bhapoora Mairta, on the line of retreat, appointing In- 
had already withdrawn from the confedera- duraj  SilJgw; their iea[ler, Thia peraon) who 
cy and marched home, when, like a clap of had held the office of Diwdn under two pre- 
thunder, the effeminate Ouchwaha, who had <je,cessora o f Raja Maun, was driven to a 
m the outset of this crusade looked to a full temporary defection from the same suspi- 
harvest both of glory and of love, learned cions which made the chiefs join the preten- 
that his army was annihilated, and his capi- der< But they resolved to wash away the 
tal invested by the Khan and a handful of stain o f this brief alienation from Raja 
Rahtoi.es. Duped by the representations o f Maun with the blood of his enemies, and to 
Sowae, Eae Chund, Dtwdn or prime minister present as the token o f returning fidelity the 
o f Jeipoor, concealed for some days these recaptured trophies. The encounter took 
disasters from his sovereign, who received place on the joint frontier. It Was short, 
the intelligence by a special messenger sent but furious; and the Cuchwahas, who could 

v by the queen mother. Enraged, perplexed, not withstand the Rahtores, were defeated
and alarmed for his personal safety, lie broke and dispersed, and the spoils of the spoiler, 
up the siege, and sending on in advance the including the forty cannon, were safely 
spoils of Jodpoor (including forty pieces of lodged in Kochamun. Flushed with success, 
cannon), with his own chieftains, he sent for the victors addressed the Raja o f Kisheu** 
the Mahratta leaders,* and offered them gUrh, who, though a Rahtore, had kept

................ * Bapoo Stadia, Balia Rao Iaglia, with the brigade of aIoof> to advance funds to secure the con-
Jean Baptiste, all Bindia's dependents. This was early tinuanee of Meer Khan’s aid. Two lakhs of 
iu 1806. The author was then in Sindia’s camp and _ _ __________________ . ■■ _ ~ ■
saw these troops marched o fl; and in 1807, in a geo- , , ,  ... . . . .  'v. , , , ,,, . , , . , . T . . .. , capital were white with the bones of horses, and thegraphical tour, he penetrated to Jeipoor, and witnessed ;  . „  . , , ................f. , . ,, , . , . . .  ashes of their riders, who had died w the vain expeata-the wrecks of the Jeipoor army. The sands round the of gettiag {heir;arrears 0f p&y.
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" rupees (£20,000) effected tins object; and selves, preceded him, and were received with
the Khan, pledging himself to continue his open arms: their offences were forgiven, and

. support to Raja Maun, repaired to Jodpoor. their estates restored, while Indnraj was. ap«
The four chiefs who had thus sigpajizod them- pointed Bukshee or commander o f the forces,

C H A P T E R  X V .

Meer Khan's reception at Jodpoor.— Engages to extirpate Sowars jaction.-—Interchanges tur~ 
bans with the Raja,.—  The. Khan repairs to Nagore.—Interview with Sowal—Swears to 
support the Pretender— Massacre o f the Rajpoot chief s.—Pretender' flies,— The Khan 
plunders Ndgore.— Receives £100,000 from Raja Maun.—Jeipoor over-run.— Bikaner
attacked.'__Meer Khan obtains the ascendancy, in Marwar. Garrisons, Nagore with his
Pathans.__Partitions lands amongst Ms chiefs.— Commands the salt lakes o f Noivah and
Sambhur.— The minuter Induraj and high priest Deonath assassinated.—Raja Mam's 
reason affected.—.His seclusion.—Abdication in favour of his son Chuttur Sing.— Be falls 
the victim of illicit pursuits.—Madness of Raja Maun increased.—Us causes.— Suspicions of 
the Raja having sacrificed Induraj. The oligarchy, headed by Salim Sing of Poleurn, son o f 
So'wae, assumes the charge of the government. .Epoch of British wnmrsal supremacy.—
Treaty with \farwar framed diiring the regency of Chuttur Sing, The oligarchy, on his 

'death, offer, the gadi o f Marmr to the house o f Edur.— Rejected —Reasons.—Raja Maun 
'.■entreated to resume the reins of power.— Evidence that his madness was feigned.— The Raja 
dissatisfied with certain stipulations of. the treaty,—A British officer sent to Jodpoor.— Akhi 
C/mnd chief of the civil administration.— Salim Sing of Pokwm chief minister.— Opposition 

‘led by Kutteh Raj,— British troops offered to be placed at the Raja's disposal.Offer
rejected. Reasons.— British agent returns to Ajmer.— Permanent agent appointed to. the
court o f Raja Maun.—Arrives at Jodpoor.— Condition of the capital.—Interviews with the 
Raja.— Objects to be attained described.—Agent leaves Jodpoor.— General sequestrations o f

the fiefs.__Raja Maun apparently .relapses into Ms old apathy.—Hie deep dissimulation.
Circumvents and seizes the faction.— Their wealth sequestrated.— Their ignominious death.—
Immense resources derived from sequestrations.—Raja Maun's thirst for blood.— Fails to 
entrap the chiefs.— The Neemaj chief attacked.— His gallant defence,— Slain.— The 
Poleurn chief escapes.— Futteh Raj becomes minister. Raja Maun’s speech to him,—Neemaj 
attacked.—Surrender.—Raja Mauns. infamous violation o f Ms pledge. Noble conduct p f 
the mercenary commander.—  Voluntary exile of the whole aristocracy o f Marwar.—Received 
by the neighbouring princes.— Mam's gross ingratitude to Anar Sing.—  The exiled chiefs 
apply to the British Government, which refuses to mediate.— Raja Maun loses the opportunity 
o f fixing the constitution o f Marwar«— Reflexions.

Ameer Khan was received by Raja Maun castle was assigned as his residence ; valu* 
with distinguished honours ; a palace in the able gifts were presented to him and great
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rewards held in perspective, if, through his and his chiefs on the following day to accept 
agency, the rebellion should be completely of an entertainment.
subdued. H e swore to extirpate Sowae’s On the morning o f the 19th of Cheit, S, 
faction, aud in token o f identity of views 1864 (A .D . 1808), Sowae, attended by the 
with Raja Maun, he was admitted to the chief adherents o f the pretender and about 
honour o f that last proof of devotion five hundred followers, repaired to the camp 
to his cause, a an interchange oi tur- of the Khan, who had made every prepara- 
bans,v with an advance o f three lakhs, or tion for the more effectual perpetration of 
£30,000, for the immediate payment of his the bloody and perfidious deed he meditated, 
bonds. A spacious tent was pitched in the centre

On the raising o f the siege of Jodpoor, o f  his camp for the reception o f  his guests,
•Sowae conducted the Pretender to the ap- and cannon were loaded with grape ready 
panage o f  the heirs o f Marwar, the city of to be turned against them. The visitors 
Nagore. There they were deliberating as were received with the most distinguished 
to their future plans, when a message was courtesy; turbans were again exchanged; 
brought from Ameer Khan from Mooadhia- the dancing-girls were introduced, and no- 
w ur,. ten miles distant, begging permission thing but festivity was apparent. The Khan 
to perform His devotions at the shrine o f the arose, and making an excuse to his guests 
Mooslem saint, Peer Tarkeen, the solo relic for a momentary absence, retired. The 
o f the Islamite, which Bukht Sing had dancing continued, when at the word “  dug- 
epared. His request being complied with, ga,’ ’ pronounced by the musicians, down 
he with a slight cavalcade left his camp, and sunk the tent upon the unsuspicious Raj­

having gone through the mummeries of de- poots, who fell an easy prey to the ferocious 
votioii, paid bis respects to Sowae. When Pathans. Forty-two chieftains were thus 
about to take leave, he threw out hints o f butchered in the very sanctuary of hospitals- 
Raja Maun’s ungrateful return for his ser- ty, and the heads of the most distinguished 
vices, aud that his legions might have been were sent, to the Raja Maun. Their ad herents, 
better employed. Sowae greedily caught taken by surprise, were slaughtered, by the 
at the bait; he desired the Khau to name soldiery, or by cannon charged with grape, 
his terms, and offered £200,000 on the day as they fled. The pretender escaped from 
that Dhonkul should possess the gadi o f Nagore, which was plundered by the Khan, 
Jodpoor. The Khan accepted the condi- when not only all the property o f the party, 
tions aud ratified the engagement on the but the immense stores left by the Bukht 
Koran, and to add to the solemnity o f the Sing, including three hundred pieces o f can- 
pledge, he exchanged turbans with Sowae. non, were taken, and sent to Sambhur and 
This being done, he was introduced to the other strong-holds held by the Khan. Hav- 
pretettder, received the usual gifts, pledged ing thus fulfilled his instructions, he re- 
his life in his cause, took leave, and returned paired to Jodpoor, and received ten lakhs 
to liis camp, whither he invited the prince or £100,000, aud two large towns, Moon-
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_jiawur and KoochilawaS, of t l l  ty thoa- which gave him the command of the salt- 
sand rupees annual rent, besides one hundred lakes of Nowali and Samblmr. India aj and 
rupees daily for table-ahuvranco, as the re- the high-priest Deonath were the only coun­
ward of his signal infamy, sellers of Raja Maun, and all the oppressions

Thus, by the murder o f  Sowae and his which the chieftains suffered through this 
powerful partizans, the confederacy against predominant foreign interference, were attri- 
Raja Maun was extinguished ; but though buted to their advice. To cut them off, the 
the Raja had thus, miraculously as it were, chiefs in their turn applied to Ameer Khan, 
defeated the gigantic schemes formed against who for seven lakhs (£70,000), readily 
him, the mode by which it was effected consented to rid them o f  their enemies. A 
entailed upon him and upon his country uu- plot was laid, in which some of his Pathans, 
exampled miseries. The destruction of the under pretence of quarrelling with Induraj 
party o f the pretender was followed by re- for their arrears, put this minister and the 
taliation on the various members of the high-priest to death.
league. The Jeipoor territory was laid The loss of Deonath appeared to affect the 
waste by the troops of Meer Khan, and an reason of Raja Maun. He shut himself up 
expedition was planned against Bikaner, in his apartments, refused to commumcate 
An army consisting of twelve thousand of with any one, and soon omitted every duty, 
Raja Mann’s feudal levies, under the com- whether political or religious, until at length 
mand of Induraj, with a brigade of Mecr he was recommended to name his only son 
Khan, and that of Huadall Khan with Chuttur Sing as his successor. To this he 
thirty-five guns, marched against the chief acceded, and with his own hand made the 
o f the independent Rahtores. The Bikaner mark of inauguration on his forehead. But 
Raja formed an army little inferior in num- youth and base panders to his pleasures so­
bers, and gave his suzerain the m eetf$  at duced him from his duties, and he died, some 
B apri; but after a partial encounter, in say, the victim of illicit pursuits, others from 
which the former lost two hundred men, he a wound given by the hand of one o f the 
fell back upon his capital, pursued by the chieftains, whose daughter ho attempted to 
victors, who halted at Gujnair. Here terms seduce.
were offered; two lakhs as the expenses of The premature death of his only son, be- 
the war, and the surrender o f the hone of fore he had attained the years of majority, 
contention, the town of Filodi, which had still more alienated Remind of Raja Maun 
been assigned to Bikaner as the price of from all state affairs, ami his mspicions of 
joining the confederacy. treacherous attempts on his persfo extented

The Khan was now the arbiter of Marwar. even to his wife. He refused all lood, except 
He stationed Ghufoor Khan with a garrison that which was brought by one faithful me­
in Nagore, and partitioned the lands of nial. He neglected his ablutions, allowed his 
Mairta amongst his followers. He likewise face to be covered with hair, and at length 
placed his garrison in the castle of Nowah, either was, or affected to be insane. He spoke

j / ; ; , ; | § j . V
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N< ^ * 3 6 x  to no one, and listened with the apathy o f an the English, which awaited'Bis sanction, ami

idiot to the communications, o f  the ministers, the necessity /that She, as the last prop of
who were compelled to carry on the govern- the royal family, should resume the reins of
mont. By many it is firmly believed that power. He listened to all with the most
the part he thus acted was feigned, to es- apathetic indifference. But although he saw
cape the snares laid for his life ; while others in this new crisis of the political condition
think that it was a melancholy mania, aris- of his country, motives for effecting his es-
ing flora remorse at having consented to cape from bondage, his mind was so tutored
the murder of Induraj, which incidentally by bitter experience that ho never for an
involved that of the Guru. In short, his instant betrayed its workings. When at
alliance with the atrocious Khan exposed length he allowed himself to comprehend the
him to the suspicion o f a participation in his fan nature of th0 changes which made even
crimes, which the bent o f his policy too the faction desire his egress from solitude,
much favoured. In this condition-the s0 far from expressing any joy , he even diJ
government being managed by an oligarchy approved o f part of the treaty, and espe~
headed by Salim Sing (son of Sow ae)-d id  dally the article relating to the armed con-
Kuja Mann remain, until the tide of events tingent of his vassals to be at the disposal
carried the arms of Britain even to the de- 0f  the protecting power, in which he wisely
sei't of Marco. saw the germ of discord, from the certainty

When, in 1817, we invited the Rajpoots o f interference it would lead to.
to disunite from the predatory powers, and . It was in December 1817 that the treaty*
to join us in establising order throughout was negotiated at Delhi by a Brahmin named
India, the young son of Baja Matin, or Beas Bislien Ram, on the part o f the regent
rather his ministers, sent envoys to Delhi, prince, and ia December 1818, an office.of
But ere the treaty was ratified, this .. dissi- the British government-}* was deputed to
pated youth was no more. On this event, report on its actual condition. .Notwith-
the Pokurn faction, dreading Baja Mann’ s standing the total disorganization o f the
resumption of the government, made an ap- government, from the combination o f causes
plication to Edur for a son to adopt as their already described, the court had lost uoth-
Hoveieign. But splendid as was the oiler, fag oi its splendor or regularity ,* the honour
the Raja, who had but one son, rejected it, of all was concerned in preserving the dig-
unless the demand were sustained by the nity of the ‘ gadi,' though its incumbent was
unanimous suffrages of the nobles. Unani- ;U1 object of distrust and even detestation.
faity being unattainable, the faction had no The ministry at this period was conducted
alternative save the restoration o f Baja by Akhi Chund (Dewan), and Salim Sing
Mjfan ; but it was in vain they explained o f Pokurn, as the representative of the aris-
the new position o f marwar, the alliance with tocracv, with the title of hhanjgur. All the

. “  r——— ■ — h »ir - * See treaty, Appendix No. II.
t o r  the character of this priest, see Vol. I. p, 564. t Mr. Wilder, superintendent of the district of Ajmer.
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garrisons and offices o f trust throughout the ministry ; and the blandness of his manners 
country were held by the creatures of a and his conciliatory address, lulled the moat 
junto, of which these were the heads. There suspicious into security. After a short resi- 
was, however, already the nucleus o f an op- deuce, the agent returned to Ajmer, having1 
position in the brother of the murdered in Tain tried to convince Raja Maun that 
minister, named Futteh Raj, who was en- his affairs were irretrievable without the 
trusted with the care of the city. The direct aid o f the paramount power, which 
instructions of the agent were to offer the he persisted in repudiating, assigning as his 
aid of the British government towards the reason that he felt convinced, from “  the 
settlement of Raj a Maun’ s affairs ; and at a measures then in train,”  he should acoom- 
private interview, three days after the phsh the task himself: o f these measures 
agent’s arrival, troops were offered to be conciliation appeared to be the basis, 
placed at his disposal. But the wariness of At this period* an envoy was appointed, 
his character will be seen in the use he made with powers direct from the Governor-Gener- 
o f this offer. He felt that the lever was at to Raja Maun, hut he was for some months 
hand to crash faction to the dust ■, and with prevented from proceeding to his court, from 
a Machiavelian caution, he determined that various causes.f
the existence o f this engine, should suffice ; .—•------—~ — *-------—̂ -------- ---------- ------ --------~
that its power should be felt, but never seen ; * In February 1819, the author had the political duties
that he should enjoy all the advantages this °J added *° those of th'J 8tates cf ^^ipoor,
influence would give, without risking any f 0ne of th0Be was an unpiaasant aItercatioD) wMch
o f its dangers if called into action. Thus, took place between the towns-people of the Commercial
while he rejected, though with thanks, the ^  and an E ngto  gen tW n , cent unoffldaUy

d ? a ? to feel his way as to the extension of commercial enter-
essential benefit tendered, qualifying his re- prize, carrying specimens of the staple commo litres of
fusul with a sufficient rea son -"  reliance on '™h the ye?  * * * * *
himself to restore his state to order,” -—he who, dreading such competition, created or took adyant-
failed not to disseminate the impression of an iaoident *“ theraeelvcs of the iatIud«-

The coramerciai men of these regions almost all profess
amongst his chiefs, which was enough tor the Jain religion, whose first rule of faithis the preserva-
his purpose, and which besides checked the tioB of 111 b6art as m man- them, therefore, the 

, j: . , . .  . piece-goods, the broad-cloths and metals of the Chris-
dictation and interference that uniform ly tian tTadei) were only less abhorred than his fiesh-pote,
result from such unequal alliances. 8nd the blood of the goats sworn to have been shed by

t,  .. i , , . . his servants within the bounds of Palli, rose in judgment
Energetic councils and rapid decision are again8t their master, of whom a formal complaint was

unknow n to A siatic governments, whose laid before Baja Maun. It lost none of its acrimony in 
. . .  , . . .  coming through the channel of his intemuncio at Oodi- .

subjects are ever prone to suspicion when- poor> the Brafimin, Bishen Kam. Mr> Euthertord rc„
ever unusual activity is visible ; and Raja tatted the charge, and an investigation took place at
Maun had been schooled into circumspection ^  oapital f * ’ T ” ' f  ich’ f̂  rner(chants “ d

1 tha governor of Palli (a nephew of the minister), could
from his infancy. H e appeared anxious to not substantiate their charge, the latter was severely
bury the past in oblivion, by choosing men reprimanded for his incivility. But whether the story 

J 1 °  was true or false, it was quite enough for their purpose,
of both parties for the inferior duties o f the The interdict between Mr. Eutherford and the inhabi-
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^  0 ^  The agent, who reached Jodpoor early in The name of justice was unknown

the month of November, found matters in though, in allusion to the religion o f the 
nearly the same state as on his predeoes- men in power, it was common to hear it said, 
sor’s departure in February. The same * “ you may commit murder and no one will 
faction kept the prince and all the officers notice i t ; but woo to him who beats or 
o f government at, their disposal. The Baja maims a brute, for dogs are publicly fed 
Interfered but little with their measures, while the soldier starves.”  In short, the sole 
except to acquiesce in or confirm them. The object of the faction was to keep at a dis~ 
mercenary bands of Sindies or Pathans tanee all interposition that might lead the 
were in miserable plight and clamorous for prince to emancipate himself from their 
their pay1, not having been accounted with control. During the agent’s stay of nearly 
for three years; and they were to be seen three weeks, he had several private inter­
begging in the streets of the capi tal, or haw- views with Raja Maun. The knowledge he 
king bundles of forage. on their heads to had of the history of his ancestry and his 
preserve them from starvation. On the ap- own situation, and of the causes which had 
proaoh o f  the agent of the British Govern- produced it, failed not to beget a corns- 
ment, the forms of accounts were gone ponding confidence ; and these interviews 
through, and they gave in acquittances in full were passed in discussions on the ancient 
of all demands, on condition of receiving history of the country as well as on his own 
thirty per cent, of their arrears; but this immediate affairs. The agent took leave 
was only a form, and with his departure (in with these words: “ I know all the perils 
about three weeks}, they despaired even of through which you have passed ; I am aware 
that. how you surmounted them. By your re-

solution, your external enemies are now
tan to of Palli was more effectual than the Sanitary eor- ,
don of any prince in, Christendom, The feeling of So n e * you have the British Government as 
resentment against him reached the agent of govern- a friend ; rely upon it with the same forti- 
Hient, who was obliged to support what appeared the , i „ , . i ■ ,, ,
cause of truth, even according to the deposition made ’ ’ a a V>'D short time, all will be
before their own jadgment-se* and he was consequent- as you could desire.”
ly deemed inimical to the pAce andl the faction which Raja Maun listened eargerly to these ob-
then guided his councils, Mr, Butherford proceeded _ *  ”
afterwards to Kotah, to exhibit the same wares ; but he servations. His fine features, though trained 
was there equally an object of jealousy, though from to bear no testimony to the workinff8 with}n 
letters of recommenaatioB from the agent, it was less J & ;
strongly manifested. It furnished evidence that such relaxed with delight as he rapidly replied, 
interference would never succeed. It is well his mission «  ID one twelvemonths, my affairs wilt be as 
did not appear to be sanctioned by the government. „ . , . . .
What evil might not be effected by permitting unre- friendship could wish. To which the agent 
striated and kcautions intercourse with such people, rejoined, “  In half the time, Maharaja, if you 
who can,'and do obtain all they require of our produce > . . , „  ,, , , . ,
without tlio presence of the producert, who, whether ATQ etermined . though tho points to 
within or without the pale of the Company’s service, which he had to direct his mind were nei- 
will not 1 trust be prematurely forced on Kajpootana, ^  few nor h). for th hlvolved eve 
or ifc will assuredly hasten the day of inevitable separa* °  ) J 1
tion i branch of government; as

' * .......■ '■ ’ "
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an efficient administration. with their honour and possessions, from an 
. % Consideration of the finances ; the idea they industriously propagated, that an 
condition of the crown lands.;j the feudal . unseen bpt mighty power was at hand to 
confiscations, which, often unjust, had caused support their acts, given out as those of the 
great discontent P™ce. I f  the Raja did dictate them, he

3 . The re-organization and settlement of took especial care it should not be seen 5 for
the foreign troops, on whose service the Baja in the absence offthe British agent, he once 
chiefly depended. more resumed his sequestered habits, and

4. An effective police on all the frontiers, appeared to take no interest in. the govern- 
to put down the wholesale pillage of the ment further than • to promote a coalition.
Hairs in the south, the Larkhanis in the between Akhi Cluind and Futteh Raj, who 
north, and the desert Sahraes and Khosas in was supported by a. strong party of the 
the west ; reformation of the tariff, or scale chiefs, and the influence of the favourite 
of duties on commerce, which were so heavy queen. But Akhi Chuqd, who commanded, 
as almost to amount to prohibition j and at through Ins creatures, all the resources of • 
the same time to provide for its security. the country,''and its strong-holds, even to the „

Scarcely had the agent left Jodpoor, be- castle of Jodpoor, rejected these overtures, 
fore the faction, rejoiced at the removal of and feigning that there were plots against 
the only restraint on their narrow-minded his personal safety, left the city ; and the 
views, proceeded in the career of disorder, better to exclude 'his adversaries from the 
'Whether the object were to raise funds, or prince, resided entirely in the citadel. A
to gratify ancient animosities, the course Six months had thus fled. The fiat of 
pursued by the Dewan and his junto was Akhi Chund was supreme;  he alone was 
the same. Ganorab, the chief fief of God- visible ; his orders alone were obeyed. Ra­
wer, was put under sequestration, and only ja Maun was only heard of as an automa- 
released by a fine o f more than a year’s ton, moving as the Dewan pleased. But 
revenue. All the minor chiefs o f  this rich while the latter was thus basking in the full, 
tract suffered in the same maimer, besides sunshine of prosperity, enriching himself 
the indignity of having their lands placed and his dependents, execrated by the nobles 
under the control of a brother of the minis- and envied by his fellow-citizens, they heard 
ter. Chandawul was put under sequestra- of his fa ll! Then, the insanity of his master 
tion, and only released on a very heavy fine, proved to be but a cloak to the intensity of 
A t length the Dewan had the audacity to his resentment. But a blind revenge would 
put his hand on Ahwa, the chief fief of not have satisfied Raja Maun. The victims 
Marwar ; but the descendant of Champa re- of his deep dissimulation, now in manacles, 
plied, s< my estate is not of to-day, nor thus . were indulged with hopes of life, which, 
to bo relinquished.”  Gloom, mistrust, and j with the application of torture, made them 
resentment, pervaded the whole feudal body, reveal the plunder of prince and subject.
They saw a contemptible faction sporting j A  schedule of forty lakhs, or £400,000, was

V. iti f f ! v f v V ‘ ;v' i'.' \-J -'V; 7. ...j" ■- v'y. A
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given in by- the Dewan and his dependent», many were liberated on the disclosure o f 
and their accounts being settled in this their wealth ; and by these sequestrations, 
world, they were summarily dismissed to the Raja Maun obtained abundant supplies, 
other, with every mark o f ignominy which The enormous sum o f a crore, or near one 
could add to the horrors o f death. Nixgji, million sterling, was stated; but i f  they 
the Kelleddr, and mialeader o f the late re- yielded one-half (and this was not unlikely), 
gent prince, with Moolji Dandul, one of the they gave the means, which he was not slow 
old allodial stock, had each a cup of poison, to use, for the prosecution of what he termed 
and their bodies were thrown over the ‘  Gate a just punishment, though it better deserves 
of Victory’ (FutUfh Pol). Jevaraj, a brother the name of a savage revenge. Had he 
o f the Dandul, with Beharri-das Kheechie, been satisfied with inflicting the last penal ty 
and the tailor, had their heads shaved, and of the law on the nefarious Akhi Chund, 
their bodies were flung into the cascade and some of the household officers whose 
beneath. Even the sacred character o f fidelity ought ever to be firm, and with the 
“  expounder o f the Vedas” and that of “ re- sequestration of the estates of some two or 
vealer of the secrets of heaven,”  yielded no three o f the vassals whoso power had be- 
protection ; and Beas Seodas, with Sri- come dangerous, or their treason too mani- 
Kishen, JotuM, the astrologer, were in the fest to be overlooked, he would have corn- 
long list o f proscriptions. Nugji, coalman- manded the services of the rest, and the 
dant of the citadel, and Moolji, had retired admiration of all conversant with these 
on the death of the regent-prince ; and with events. But this first success added fuel to 
the wealth they had accumulated, while ad- his revenge, and he sought out more noble 
ministering to his follies, had erected places victims to glut it. His circumspection and 
o f strength. On the restoration of Raja dissimulation were strengthened, not relaxed 
Maun, and the general amnesty which pre- by his success. Several o f the chiefs, who 

vailed, they returned to their ancient offices were marked out for death, had received, 
in the castle, rose into favour, and forgot only a few days before, the highest proof of 
they had been traitors. Having obtained favour in additional lands to their rent-roll, 
their persons, Maun secured the ancient and accident alone prevented a group o f the 
jewels of the crown, bestowed on these fa- most conspicuous from falling into the snare 
vourites during the ephemeral sway o f  his which had inveigled Akhi Chund. Salim 
son. Their condemnation was then passed, Sing o f Pokurn, and his constant associate 
and they were hurled over the battlements Soortan of Meemaj, with Anar Sing of 
of the rock which it was their duty to guard. Ahore, and the minors o f their clans, whose 
W ith such consummate skill was the plot duty daily carried them to the court., as the 
contrived, that the creatures o f the minister, chief advisers of the prince, formed a part 
in the moat remote districts, were impri- i of the administration o f the Dewan, and 
soued simultaneously with himself. O f the they naturally took alarm upon his confine- 
many subordinate agents thus confined, j ment. To obviate this, a deputation was

SI .v\ ..... ■ 7 v _ ; . , . ' ;



sent, by the prince bp tranquil lire them by What better commen tary can be made on 
the assurance that, in the confinement o f the Raja Mann’s character, than the few record- 
minister, whose rapacity and misconduct ed words addressed to Fntteh Raj, whom he 
deserved punishment, the Raja had attained sent for to the Presence, on the day suc- 

' all his ends. Thus, in order to encompass ceeding these events? “ Now you may 
‘ the destructionx of the Pokum chief, he perceive the reasons why I  did not sooner 
would not have scrupled to involve all the give you office.”  This individual, the bro- 
rest. The prince, with his own mouth, de~ ther o f  the late Induraj, was forthwith in- 
sired the confidential servant of Anar Sing, stalled in the post of Dewan ; and with the 
who was hie personal friend, to attend with si news o f war provided by the late seques- 
the others. Their distrust saved him. The , trations, the troops were satisfied, while by 
same night, the mercenary bands, to the " the impression so sedulously propagated and 
number of eight thousand men, with guns, believed, that he had only to call on the 
attacked Soortan Sing in his dwelling. British power for what aid he required, the 
W ith one hundred and eighty of his clan, he whole feudal, body was appalled: and the 
defended himself against great guns and men, who would have hurled the tyrant from 
small arms, as long as the house was tenable, Lis throne,, now only sought to avoid his 
and then sallied out sword in hand, and, insidious snares, more dangerous than upon 
with bis brother and eighty of his kin, fell force.
nobly in the midst of his foes. The remain- Neemaj was besieged and nobly defen- 

' der retreated with their arms to defend ded ; but at length the son of Soortan capi- 
Neemaj and their infant chief. This gallant tulated, on receiving the sign-manual of his 
defence, in which many of the towns-people prince promising pardon and restoration, 
were slain, prevented a repetition of the guaranteed by the commander o f the nher- 
afctempt against the Pokurn chief, w hore- cenary bands. To the eternal disgrace of 
mained on the defensive ; until, seeing an the Raja, he broke this pledge, and the hoy 
opportunity, lie fled to his asylum in the Lad scarcely appeared in the besieging camp, 
desert, or he would that day have renounced when the civil officer produced the Raja’s 
ie the sheath o f the dagger which held the mandate for his captivity and transmission 
fortunes of Marwar,”  and which now con- to the Presence. I f  it is painful to record
taiued the accumulated revenge o f four '  — ™ - r    ~

■ : that success may tempt him to go beyond the. Ime o£
generations; of Deo Sing, of Subbttlla, of necessity, either for the ends of justice or security. If
Sowae, and his own. His death would have he stoPs witb the Pok:wn chief, and one or two inferior 

. ■ ,. , . concerned in the coalition of 1800 and the usurpation of
terminated this branch of Ajit 8 issue, ndop- his son, with the condign punishment of a few of the
ted into the house of Pokurn, in the history civil officers, it win afford a high opinion of his ebarac- 

£ , , . , , , , . , „ ,, ter j hut if he involves Ahwa, and the other principal
°  Which WO have a tolerable picture of the chiefs, in these proscriptions, he may provoke a strife
precariousness o f existence in Marwar.* w h ich  w ill y e t  overw helm  h im . H e  has done e n o u g h

1 ,• V.— -——  —i-------- -—-— ------ for justice, and even for revenge, which has been carried
* In aletteT addressed to the Oovemment on these tj0P far as regards Soortan Sing,, whose death (which i  

eyeats, dated July 7, 1820,1 observed, “  The danger is, sincerely regret) was a prodigal sacrifice.”
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this fact, it is pleasing to add, that even the up'in J'halore, and sold his wife’s ornaments, 
mercenary commander spurned the infamous “ even to her nose-ring/’ to procure him the 
injunction. <{ N o / ' said he ; <( on the faith means of subsistence and defence. It was 

o f  my pledge ( buchun) he surrendered ; and Anar Sing who saved him when, in the at» 
i f  the Raja breaks his word, I will maintain tempt upon Palli, he was unhorsed and 
mine, and at least place him in s e c u r i t y n e a r ly  made prisoner. He was among the 
H e kept his promise, and conveyed him to four chiefs who remained by his fortunes 
the Aravnlli mountains, whence he passed when, the rest deserted to the standard of 
over to, and received protection, in Me war. the pretender ; and he was one of the same 

This and similar acts o f  treachery and body, who rescued the trophies o f their dis­
coid-blooded tyranny completely estranged grace from the hands o f their enemies when 
all the chiefs. Isolated as they were, they on the road to Jeipoor. Last o f all, he was 
Could make no resistance against the merce- mainly instrumental in the Raja’s emaneipa- 
nary battalions, amounting to ten thousand tion and in his resumption o f the reins of 
men, exclusive of the quotas ; and they government. W ell might the fury o f his 
dared not league for defence, from the dread- revenge deserve the term of madness 1 In 
ed threat held over them, of calling in the A .D . 1821, the greater chieftains o f Mar- 
British troops ■ and in a few months the war, thus driven into exile, were endeavour- 
whole feudal association o f Marwar aban- ing to obtain the mediation of the British 
doned their homes and their country, seek- authorities : but another year had elapsed 
ing  shelter in the neighbouring states from without the slightest advance to aceommoda- 
the Raja’s cruel and capricious tyranny, tion. Their conduct has been exemplary,
To his connection with the British Govern- but their degrading position, dependent on 
ment alone he was indebted for bis being the scanty resources of others, must o f itself 
able thus to put forth the resources of his J work a cure. Their manly remonstrance 
policy, which otherwise he never could have addressed to the British functionary is al~ 
developed either with safety or effect j nor ready before the reader.* H e did not hesi- 
at any former period of the history of Mar- tate to tell them, that i f  in due time no 
war could the most daring o f its princes mediation was held out, they must depend 
have undertaken, with any prospect o f sue- on themselves for redress! 
cess, what Raja Maun accomplished under Such was the political condition o f  Mar- 
this alliance. war until the year 1823. Had a demoniacal

These brave men found asyla in the neigh- spirit o f  revenge not blinded Raja Mann, 
bouring states o f Kotah, Me war, Bikaner, he had a fine opportunity to lay the princi- 
and J eipoor. Even the faithful Anar Sing, pies o f  order on a permanent basis, and to 
whose fidelity no gratitude could ever repay, introduce those reforms necessary for his in- 
was obliged to seek refuge in exile. H e dividual welfare as well as for that of the 
had stood Maun s chief shield against the state. He had it in his power to modify 
proscription o f Raja Bkeem, when cooped ~ * ^ or T i r m  ------------ -------- ------
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' %  trtr,— on" “  ~nrbwHhcmt destroying tions, and survived their fall .; and but for
fhe w -,al i, aad to make th0 whoIe the vices of their internal sway, chiefly

tie  t6U.nt to the altered Condition of contracted from such association, would 
cubservK tcadof,' Having the g1ory 0f  fixing have risen to power upon the ruin of their 
altiurs. Jltion 0f  hib c(mnt j,as (re„ tyrants. But internal dissension invited
the consUtexterna| proi broken up the spoiler ; and herds of avaricious Mali-
posing on„nda  ̂ ass0ciation, ^  rendered rattas and ferocious Pathans have reaped 
the entire ;.,nt power an object ^  hatfed the harvesfc of tbeir foHy . Yet all these
the p!iran)o>0renc(:;_ faults were to bo redeemed in their alliances
instead  ̂of re g rapidly sketched the h isiv^^  witlt a people whoso peculiar boast was* that 

Having thUjj.jng  branch of the Rajpoot , j wjfî on,j justice, and clemency were the 
of this intei£,,egtraGtiion 0f their ancient yumer-stones o f their power: seeking no­
race, from the oanouj, and their settlement thmfc  ̂^  ttem beyond the means for their 
seat of empire, ^erfc more than six centuries defence, ^  anacihercncetc th evirtuesof
in the Indian dtlen ĵ|||y} jg impossible to 0ll‘ct- ĵ ow far the protecting power has 
ago, to the m a h o u t  a reflexion on the redeemed its . j  ia allowing yeara to 
quit the subject iotl of their alliance with pass away w.thci , %omfj to "remedy
anomalous condiiment, which can sanction the anarchy we ha ve <laflCribedl, the reader 
the British govei ch a atate 0f  things as we is in a condition to judgC ^  Jf ^  ^  ^  thftt 
the existence of si|_ it  illustrates the asser- we have tied up our hands' Sy jea?/ g tliem 
have just describe, 1.jJ part 0f  this work* free agents in their internal L  vniuistetion 
tions made in an eaQCjp|e3 which guide all then let no offer o f  support be givv 
o f the ill-defined pri Rajpoots, and which, head, for the oppression o f the vass. 
our treaties with t,he,fj wjjj rapidly progress his rights, co-equal with those of the so. ^  
if not ■ early rem edy  0p m;aery to them, reign ; and if our mediation cannot be exert 
to a state of things i qangcr to ourselves, ed, let us withdraw altogether the checks 
and o f inevitable qJ]̂ ’ as they empliati- upon the operation, o f their own system of 
These “  men of the s,jveSj cpng to it, and government, and leave them free agents in 
eally designate tliemg.)]j_depno(j  privileges, reality. A  wiser, more humane, and liberal 
their ancient and Wf pertinacity ; in their policy would be, to impose upon ourselves 
with an unconquerable them, whole genera- the task of understanding their political 
endeavours to preserve^ away. yet has their condition, and to use our just influence for 
tions have been sw tbe very rati0 o f op- the restoration o f their internal prosperity, 
strength increased in, now the oppressors? and with it. the peace, present as well, as 
the dynasties of Gffimi, of Ghor, the Ghiljis, prospective, o f an important part of our em- 
the Lodis, the Pathans, the Timoors, and pire. The policy which such views would 
the demoralizing Mahratta? The native suggest, is to support the opinion o f the vast 
Rajpoot has flourished amidst these revoln- majority of the Eahtores, and to seize the 

..vol T p  ‘ 94 “  first opportunity to lend at least our sane-



m  adoption, from the Edur branch, the oppressed chiefs to do themselv^ , u8tic0<
o f Rahtore blood, not only imcontaminated, It is also said, that the ‘ prete’ J< da 0f
but heirs presumptive to Joda, and exclude Raja Bheem is now on J J  ^ J 0da,
the parricidal line which will continue to This is deeply to be la m e - Dhon-
bring misery on the country. If, however, kui will see only the j vp 0j.urn cy nouscd’ his
we apply only our own monarchical, nay des- pretensions, and  ̂t h ^  ^  f  atld fac_
potic principles, to this feudal society, and tion will hoh^ ^  ^  bep councils o f
■interfere but to uphold a blind tyranny, his soverei h“  ^  Champa^® to tho
which must drive these brave chiefs to des- head ^  Mewa{, * j  J u t  chief of
pair, it will be well to reflect and consider, A h ^  h h o d M  ^  be thfl oons Jou ay , feuds,
from tie  acts we have related, of what they J “ wouW at once bo averted b,iuence» which

are capable. Very different, indeed, w o id ^  from Edur> W ere a grand? aB adoPtion
he the deeds o f proscribed Rajpoots pootg to bfl oonvened  ̂ iu ^ouncilof Raj-
those of vagabond Pindarnes, or tbe quC8tl0n> nine.tentbs tfder to adjust
Mahrattas^ and what a field for r that ttey  propoaed . the danger juld decide as

and retreat! Rumour MS^ 8 j U8tice j and would be neutralized, and. i£ interference
have already done t h e m s e l f  J d ^  no qui1Kty woulcl be the boo: Peace and tran"
that, driven to d e sp e ^  dftgger hag reacbed t f c a n d s ,  and, what is be8t°wed UP °»
power to mediate, ^ aun , j-p tbjs be trU0j quence, future danger to < °* 8ome C0Qse“
the heart o f R a j a wb;ob ^  bave been avoided. '^selves would be
ill- -------- ------- -------- -—■—- ——■———

' it traa the only alternative left to * He was so when the author l _ ______________
expected:, si, eft India in 1823.

(fT̂ r]156 annals o f  marwar. <SL
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CHAPTER XVI.

/  X Extent and population of Marwar.— Classification o f inhabitants.— Jits.—Rajpoots, sacerdotal,
commercial, and servile tribes.— Soil.— Agricultural products.—Natural productions.— Salt 
lakes.— Marble and limestone quarries,— Tin, lead, and iron mines.—Alum.— Manufac­
tures*— Commercial marts.— Transit trade.— Patti, the emporium of Western India.— Mer­
cantile classes.—Khartras and Oswals.— Kjitars, or caravans. Imports and exports enu­
merated.—  Charuns, the guardians o f the caravans.—  Commercial decline.— Causes. Opium 
monopoly —Fairs o f Moondhwa and Bhalotrd,— Administration of justice.—Punishments 
Raja Beejoy Sing's clemency to prisoners, who are maintained by private charity.— Gaol 
deliveries on eclipses, births, and accession o f princes.— Sogun, or 'ordeals.: fire, wetter, 
burning oil.— Punehaets.—Fiscal revenues and regulations.— Buttae, or corn-rent.— Shenahs 
and Kim warns.— Taxes.— Anga, or capitation tax.— Gaswals, or pasturage.— Kewari, or 
door-tax.; how originated.— Sayer, or imposts their amount. Dhanaie, or collectors..
Revenues, from the salt-lakes.— Tandas, or caravans engaged in this trade.—Aggregate re­
venues.__Military r e s o u r c e s . — Mercenaries.—Feudal quotas.— Schedule o f feoffs,—  Qualifi­
cation of a cavalier. 5 <

The extreme breadth of Marwar lies be- -rising, -on her eastern frontier at Poshkuf, 
tween two points in the parallel of the capi- and pursuing a westerly course, nearly 
taij viz. Girap, west, and Bhamgurh, on the bisects the country, and form., the boundary 
Aravulli range,, east. This line measures between the fertile and sterile lands of 
two hundred and ■ seventy British miles. Marco. But although the tracts south of 
The greatest length, from the Birohi' fron- thisf stream, between it and the Aravulli, are 
tier to the northern boundary, is about two by far the richest part o f Marwar, it would 
hundred and twenty, miles. From the re- be erroneous to describe all the northern 
mote angle, N.Ff.B., in the Deedwanoh dis- part as sterile. An ideal line, passing 
trict, to the extremity of Sancbore, S.W., through Nagore and Jodpoor, to Bhalotra, 
the diagonal measurement is three hundred will mark .the just distinotior. South of, 
and fifty miles. The limits o f Marwar are, this Tine will lie the districts of Deedwanoh, v 
however, so very irregular, and present so Nagore, Mairta, Jodpoor, Palli, Sojufc, God- 
many salient angles and abutments into war> Sewanqh', Jhalore, BeenmaHi, and’ San- 
other states, that without a trigonometrical chore, most o f  which are fertile and popul- 
proces3 we cannot arrive at a correct esti- 0u s ; and we may assign a population of 
mate of its superficial extent: a nicety not, eighty souls to the square mile. The space 
indeed, required. north o f this line is o f a very different

The most marked feature that diversifies character, but this requires a subdivision ; 
the face of Maroo, is the river Looni, which, for while the north-east portion, which in-
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eludes a portion of Nagore, the largo towns heard of duplicity, has greatly demoralized 
ofFilodi, Pokurn, &c., may be calculated the national character, which until lately 
at thirty, the remaining space to the south- stood higher than that of any of the circum 
west, as Gogadeoca-thul or 4 desert of G oga/ jacent tribes. A  popular prince, until with—- 
Sheo, Barmair, Kotra, and Chotun, can in these very few years, could easily have 
scarcely be allowed ten. In round Bum- collected a magnificent army, 6k Up ad Utd, 
bers, the population of Marwar may be * the eons o f one father/ round the * gadi 
estimated at two millions o f souls. of J o d a in  fact, the panchas huzar turwar

Claim of Inhabitants.— O f this amount, Eahtoran, meaning the * fifty thousand Rah- 
the following is the classification of the tore swords/ is the proverbial phrase to de­
tribes, The Jits constitute five-eighths, note the muster of Maroo, of which they 
the Rajpoots two eighths, while the remain- estimated five thousand cavalry. This was 
ing classes, sacerdotal,* commercial, and exclusive o f the household and foreign 
servile, make up the integral number. I f  troops supported on the fiscal lands. The 
this calculation be near the truth, the Raj- Rahtore calvalry was the best in India, 
pools, men, women, and children, will There were several horse-fairs, especially 
amount to five hundred thousand souls, those o f Bhalotra and Poshkur, where the 
which would admit o f fifty thousand men horses o f Catch and eattiawar, the jungle, 
capable of bearing arms, especially when we and Mooltan, were brought in great num - 
recollect that the Jits or Jata are the Indus- bers. Valuable horses were also bred on 
trious class. the western frontier, on the Loom’, those

It is superfluous to expatiate on the pecu- of Hâ duTTo being in high estimation But 
Rarities of the Rahtore character, which we the events o f the last twenty years appear to 
have endeavoured to extract from their own have dried up every source o f supply. The 
actions. It stands deservedly high In the breeding studs of Rardurro, Clutch, and the 
scale of the «  thirty-six tribes,”  and al- jungle are almost extinct, and supplies from 
though debased by one besetting sin (the the west o f the Indus are intercepted by the 
use of opium), the Rahtore is yet a noble Sikhs. The destruction of the predatory 
animal, and requires only some exciting system, which created a constant demand, 
cause to shew that the spirit, which set at appears to have lessened the supply. So 
defiance the resources of the empire in the much for the general peace which the suc- 
zenith of its prosperity, is dormant only, cesses o f Britain have produced, 
not extinct, The reign of the present prince In periods o f civil commotion, or when 
has done more, however, than even the arms the safety o f the state was periled, we hear 
o f Arungzeb, to deteriorate the Itohtores, of one clan (the Champawut) mustering four 
Peace would recruit their thinned ranks, but thousand horse. But i f  over so many of 
the mistrust sown in every house by un- « the sons of Champa” were congregated at

• T he district o f  Sanchora is almost entirely Brahmin, 006 t *m e '  18 an extraordinary occurrence, 
lorming a distinct tribe, called the Sanchora Brahmins, and <ar beyond the demand which the state
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has upon their loyalty. To estimate what hundred and ten towns and villages, which 
may be demanded o f them, we have only to aro Khalisa, or *’ fiscal land,’ possess an ex­
divide the rent-roll, by five hundred rupees, cellent soil, with the advantage o f the rills 
the qualification for a cavalier in Maroo, from Aboo, and the great southern barrier; 
and to add, for each horse, two foot-soldiers, but the demoralized government o f Raja 
A  schedule of the greater feudal estates shall Maun never obtains from them one-third Jof 
be appended. their intrinsic capability, while the encroach-

Soil, Agriculture, Products,-—The follow- ment o f the Sahraes, and other robbers from 
ing is the classification of the different heads the Sindie desert, encroach upon them often 
o f  soil in Marwar -.—Baikal, Chihni, Peela, with impunity. Wheat, barley, rice, jooar 
and mffed. The first (whose etymology I (millet), moong (pulse), til (sesamum), aro 
know not) pervades the greater part o f the the chief products o f the richer lands; while 
country, being a light sand, having little or amidst the sandy tracts they are confined to 
no earthy admixture, and only fit to pro- bcjra, moong, and til. With good govern- 
duce bajra (millet), moong, moth, (pulse), til ment, Marwar possesses abundance o f means 
(sesamum), melons and gowdr. Chihni (fat), to collect stores against the visitations which 
a black earth, pervades the district o f Deed- afflict these northern regions: but prejudice 
wanokj Mairta, Palli, and several o f  the fen- steps in to aid the ravages o f  famine, and al- 
dal lands in God war. Wheat and grain are though water is near the surface in all tho 
its products. The peela (yellow) is a sandy southern districts, the number o f wells bears 
clay, chiefly about Kewnsir and the capital, no proportion to those in Mewar. The great 
also Jhalore and Bhalotra, and portions o f district o f Nagore, o f five hundred and sixty 
other districts. It is best adapted for bar™ towns and villages, the appanage o f the heirs 
ley, and that kind of wheat called pattageon apparent of Maroo, in spite o f physical diffi- 
(the other is katta-geon) ; also tobacco, onions, cnlties, is, or has been made, an exception ; 
and other vegetables : she staple millets are and tho immense sheet o f  sandstone, on 
seldom grown in this. The mffed (white) which a humid soil is embedded, has been 
is almost pure silex, and grows little or no- pierced throughout by the energies of au- 
thing, but after heavy falls o f rain. cient days, and contains greater aids to

The districts south o f the Looni, as Palli, agriculture than many more fertile tracts in 
Sojut, and Oodwar, fertilized by the ntimer- the country.
ous petty streams flowing from the Aravulli, Natural productions.—'Marwar can boast o f
produce adundantly every species o f  grain some valuable productions o f her sterile 
with the exception o f bajra, which thrives plains, which make her an object o f no little 
best in a sandy s o il ; and in Nagore and importance in the most distant and more 
Mairta considerable quantities o f the richer favoured regions o f India. The salt lak* 
grains are raised by irrigation from wells, o f  Pachbhadra, Deedwanoh, and Sambhai,

. The extensive western divisions o f Jhalore, are mines o f wealth, aud their produce is 
Sanchore, and Beenmahl, containing five exported over the greater part o f Hindus-
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ta n ; while to the marble quarries of Mok- pootana. These pretensions we may the 
ramo (which gives its name to the mineral), more readily admit, when we recollect that 
on her eastern frontier, all the splendid edi- nine-tenths o f the bankers and commercial 
flees of the imperial cities owo their grandeur. men of India are natives o f Maroodes, and 
The materials used in the palaces o f Delhi, these chiefly o f the Jain faith. The laity 
Agra, their mosques, and tombs, have been o f  the Khartra sect send forth thousands to 
conveyed from marwar. The quarries, until all parts o f India, and the Oswals, so termed 
o f  late years, yielded a considerable revenue ; bora the town o f Osi, near the Loom, esti- 
but the age for palace-building in these re- mate one hundred thousand families whose
gions is no more, and posterity will ask with occupation is commerce. All these claim a
surprise the sources of such luxury. There Rajpoot descent, a fact entirely unknown 
are also limestone quarries near Jodpoor and to the European enquirer into the peculiar!- 
Nagore ; and the concrete called kunkur is ties of Hindu manners. The wealth ac- 
abundant in many o f the districts, and quired in foreign lands, from the Sutlej to 
chiefly used for mortar. Tin and lead are the ocean, returns chiefly to their native soil ;
found at Sqjut; alum about Palli, and iron but as neither primogeniture nor majorats
is obtained from Beemnahl and the districts are sanejj^ned by the Jain lawgivers, an 
adjoining Guzerat. ! equal distribution takes place amongst ali the

Manufactures.■—The manufactures of Mar- sons, though the youngest (as amongst the 
war are of no great importance in a com- Gretes o f Asia, and the Juts o f Kent), re- 
mercial point o f  view. Abundance of coarse ceives often a double portion. This arises 
cotton cloths, and blankets, are rnanufac- when the division takes place while the 
tured from the cotton and wool produced in parent is living, being the portion set apart
the country, but they are chiefly used there. h>r hisiown support, which ultimately falls
Matchlocks, swords, and other warlike imple- f° the youngest, with whom he probably 
merits, are fabricated at the capital and at resides. It would be erroneous to say this 
Palli ; and at the latter place they make practise is extensive ; though sufficient ins-
boxes of iron, tinned, so as to resemble the tanees exist to suppose it once was a prin-
tiu boxes of Europe. Iron platters for culi- ciple.* The bare enumeration of the tribes
nary purposes are in such great demand as * There ia nothing which so much employs the asses-
to keep the forges constantly going. aors of justice, in those tribunals o f arbitration, the yun-

" " c/uzets, as the adjudication o f questions of property*
Commercial Marts,—*xS one of these states The highest compliment ever paid to the Author, was

are without traffic ; each has her mart, or by the litigants of property amounting to half a million
*1 sterling, which had been going the rounds of various 

entrepot z and while Mo war boasts ot .I3hii- punchaets and appeals to native princes, alike unsafe-
wara, Bikaner o f Chooroo, and Amber o f factor?- in their result*. They agreed to admit as final 
_ r l  , ,  , ,  , , the decision o f  a court of his nomination. It was not
Malpoom (the city o f wealth), the Rahtores ^ th o u t  hesitation x accepted th9 raodiation propounded

claim Palli, which is not only the rival o f through the British superintendent of Ajmer (Mr, W il- 
the places just mentioned, but may make dcr>; “ g men, whose integrity as woi! a3

pretensions to the title o f emporium o f Raj- could not refuse. One of these had given a striking
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following commerce would fill a short chap- men, the bards of the Rajpoots. If not 
ter. A priest of the Jains (my own teacher), strong enough to defend their convoy with 
who had for a series of years devoted his sword and shield, they would threaten the 
attention to form a catalogue, which then robbers with the chandi, or *■ self-immolation ;* 
amounted to nearly eighteen hundred classes, and proceed by degrees from a gash in the 
renounced the pursuit, on obtaining from a flesh to a death-wound, or if one victim was 
distant region, one hundred and fifty new insufficient a whole body of women and chil-- 
namea to add to his list. dren was sacrificed (as in the case of the

Palli was the entrepot for the eastern and Bhamunia Bhats), for whose blood the mar- 
western regions, where the productions of auder is declared responsible hereafter.
India, Cashmere, and China, were inter- Commerce has been almost extinguished 
changed for those of Europe, Africa, Persia, within these last twenty years ; and para- 
and Arabia. Caravans (kutan) from the doxical as it may appear, there was tenfold 
ports of Cutch and Guzerat, imported ele- more activity and enterprise in the midst of 
phant’s teeth, copper, dates, gum-arabic, that predatory warfare, which rendered In­
borax, coco-nuts, broad-cloths, silks, sandal <Ma one wide arena of conflict, than in these 
wood, camphor, dyes, drugs, oxide and sul- days of universal pacification. The torpedo 
phuret of arsenic, spices, coffee, &e. In touch of monopoly has had more effect on 
exchange, they exported chin tees, dried the Kutars than the spear of the desert Sah- 
fruits, jeeroh, aasafoetida from Mooltan, sugar, rae, or barwuttio (outlaw) Rajpoot— against 
opium (Kotah and Malwa), silks and fine its benumbing qualities the Charun's dagger 
cloths, potash, shawls, dyed blankets, arms, would fall innocuous ; ft sheds no blood, but 
and salt of homo manufacture. it dries up its channels. I f  the products of

The route of the caravans was by SooJe the salt-lakes of Rajpootana were preferred,
Bah, Sanchore, Bpenmahl, Jhalore to Palli, everi at Benares, to the sea-salt of Bengal, 
and the guardians of the merchandize were high impost duties excluded it from the mar- 
ahnost invariably Charuns, a character held bet. If the opium of Malwa and Harouti 
sacred by the Rajpoot. The most desperate competed in the China Market with our Patna 
outlaw seldom dared to Commit any outrage monopoly, again we intervened, not with 
on caravans under the safeguard of these high export duties, which we were competent
1..------------------------------------------ -------——  to impose, but by laying our shackles upon
instance of independence in support of the award his . p • , ,
penetration had led Mm to pronounce, and which award ^ ^  the foilDtain-head. u Aut C(V8(XV̂  aut 
being set aside on appeal, through favoritism, he abjured n u l l u s is Our maxim in these regions ; and 
eveTy future call as an arbitrator. He was not a wealthy . , . , , „
men, but such was the homage paid to his integrity and 1D a C0™try wbere 0Ur aSent3 are Ostablis’h- 
taients, that the greatest despot in India found it politic ed only to preserve political relations and
to Te-assemhle the court, have the case re-considered, c  ’it c . , • , . - . . ., , ,  ’ ... ... ' the taith of treaties, the basis of which isHnu,peTinit justice to take its course. In lik® manner, '
hie demand was, that, before he agreed to devote hie non-interference in the internal arrangement

a11 ^ th ° f their affairs-albeit wo have not a singlelitigants should sign a monekilka, or 1 bond, to abide < °
,  by the award. • I have no recollection how it terminated, fo o t  o f  land in sovereignty, we set forth our
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perwanas, as peremptory as any Russian: .progress to-fraud, gambling* and neglect o f  k>A..^ 
^  ukase., and command that no opium shall more important-agricultural economy. But

leave these countries for the accustomed out- this policy must defeat itself: the excess of
lets, under pain of confiscation. Some, re- quantity produced will diminish the value of 
lying on their skill in eluding our vigilance, the original (Patna) monopoly, if its now do­
or tempted by the high price which these teriorated quality should fail to open the
measures produce, or perhaps reckoning upon eyes of the quick-sighted Chinese, and ex-
our justice, and upon impunity if discovered, elude it from the market altogether.* 
tried new routes, until confiscation brought Fake— There were two annual fairs in
them to submission. his country, Moondlnva and Bhalotra ; the

W e then put an arbitrary value upon the first chiefly for cattle. The merchandize of 
drug, and forced the grower to come to us, various countries was exposed and purchased 
and even take credit to ourselves for consult- by the merchants of the adjoining states, 
in o his interests. Even admitting that such It commenced with the month of Magh, ' 
price was a remunerating one, founded upon and lasted during six weeks. The other 
an average of past years, still it is not the was also for cattle of all kinds, horses, oxen, 
less arbitrary. No allowance is made for camels, and the merchandize enumerated 
plentiful or bad seasons, when the drug, amongst the imports and exports o f Palli. 
owing to a scarcity, will bear a double price. Persons from all parts of India frequented 
Our legislation is for “  all seasons and their them ; hut all these signs of prosperity are 
change.”  But this virtual infraction of the vanishing.
faith of treaties is not confined to the grower Administration of Justice.— The adminis- 
or retailer ; it affects others in a variety of iration o f justice is now very lax in these 
ways ; it injures our reputation and the wel- communities ; hut at no time were the cus- 
fare of those upon whom, for benevolent tomary criminal laws o f Rajpootana san- 
purposes, we have forced our protection, guinary, except in respect to political crimes,
The transit duties levied on opium formed which were very summarily dealt with 
an item in the revenues of the princes of when, practicable. In these feudal associa- 
Rajpootana ; but confiscation guards the tions, however, such crimes are esteemed in- 
passes of the Aravnlli and Guzerat, and un- dividual offences, and the whole power o f the 
less the smuggler wrap up his cargo in ample government is concentrated to punish them •, 
folds of deceit, the Rajpoot may go without but when they are committed against the 
his ‘ uml-pdni,’ the infusion o f this poison, community ; justice is tempered with mercy, 
dearer to him than life. It is in vain to urge if not benumbed by apathy. Incases even 
that sufficient is allowed for home consump- o f murder, it is satisfied with fine, corporal
tion. W ho is to be the judge ot th is  i or * The Author learns that important modifications of 
who is SO blind as not to see that any latitude this system have been made by the legislative authgri-

of this kind would defeat © 1 Yt th a t  remuneration to chiefs for the loss of transit duties
which, impolitic in its origin, gave rise in its has not been omitted. This is as it should be ! #
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punishment, imprisonment, confiscation, or o f Providence, which, in humbling the 
banishment, Inferior crimes, such as lar- proud, prompts acts of mercy to others in 
-Genies, were punished by fine and imprison- order to ensure it to themselves. The celes- 
roant, and, when practicable, restitution ; or, tial phenomena o f eclipses, whether of the 
in case o f inability to pay, corporal punish- sun or moon, although predicted by the 
ment and confinement. But under the pre- Pundits, who for ages have pressed  the 
sent lax system, when this impoverished most approved theory for calculation, are 
government has to feed criminals, it may be yet looked upon with religious awe by the 
supposed that their prisons are not overstock- mass, and as Si foreboding change to prim­
ed, Since Baja Beejoy Sing’s death, the ces,”  Accordingly, when darkness dims 
judgment-seat has been vacant. His memory the beams of Surya or Chandra, the face of 
is held in high esteem for the administration the prisoner o f Maroo is lighted up with 
of justice, though he carried clemency to smiles; his deliverance is at hand, and he 
excess. He never confirmed a sentence of may join the crowd to hoot and yell, and 
death; and there is a saving of the crimi- frighten the monster Rahoo# from his hold 
rials, yet extant, more demonstrative of his o f the “  silver-moon.” f The birth of a son 
humanity than of good policy : “  When at to the prince, and a new reign, are events 
large we cannot even get rabri (porridge), likewise joyful to him. 
but in prison we eat ladoo (a sweetmeat).”  The trial by sogun, literally ‘ oath of pur- 
Here, as at Jeipoor, confined criminals are gation/ or ordeal, still exists, and is occasion- 
maintained by individual charity ; and it is ally had recourse to in Maroo, as in other 
a well-known fact, that at the latter place, parts of Rajpootana ; and, if fallen into 
but for the humanity of the mercantile desuetude, it is not that these judgments of 
classes, especially those of the Jain person- God (as they were styled in the days o f 
sion, they might starve. Perhaps it is the European barbarism) are less relied on, hut 
knowledge of this circumstance, which holds that society is so unhinged that even these 
back the hand of the government, or its appeals to chance find no subjects for prac- 
agemts, who may apply to their own uses the tice, excepting by Zalitn Hing ; and he to 
prison-fare. When once confined, the cri- the last carried on his antipathy to the dha- 
rninals are little thought of, and neglect kwns (witches) of llarouti, who were always 
answers all the ends o f cruelty. They have, submitted to the process by 1 water.’  Trial 
however, a source o f consolation unknown by ordeal is of very ancient date in India: 
to those who have passed u the bridge of it was by 1 fire’ that Rama proved the purity 
sighs/’ or become inmates of the ‘ oubliettes' of o f ’Seeta, after her abduction by Havana, 
more civilised regions. That fortitude and and in the same manner as practised by one 
resignation which religion aiono can bestow ■ The Rajpo“  ahd
on the one, is obtained through superstition the same idea, of the cause of eclipses, as the Gate of

by the other ; and the prayers of the prison S°fni !na™'‘ . ,J ! f  Chandra-ma. The moon is reprasented by silver,
t are poured forth for one of those visitations J -which is called after her (or him) chandi.
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over a red-hot ploughshare. Besides the Herodotus. This oath is, however, more 
two most common tests, by fire and water, restricted to Rajpoots ; the other classes have 
there is a third, that o f washing the hands various forms based upon their religious no­
in boiling oil. It should be stated, that, in tions. When the proceedings are finished, 
all cases, not only the selection but the and judgment is given, the Hakim puts his 
appeal to any o f these ordeals is the voluu- seal thereto, and carries it into effect, or 
tary act of the litigants, and chiefly after prepares it for appeal. It is affirmed that, 
the Punchaets, or courts o f arbitration, have in the good times of Rajpootana, these sim- 
failed. Where justice is denied, or bribery pie tribunals answered every purpose, 
shuts the door, the sufferer will dare his ad- Fiscal Revenues.— The fiscal revenues of 
versary to the sogun, or submission to the Mavwar are derived from various sources 
judgment of God ; and the solemnity of the the principal are,
appeal carries such weight, that it brings 1st. “  The Khaliaa, or e crown-lands \
redress of itself, though eases do occur where 2nd. “  The salt lakes ;
the challenge is accepted, and the Author 3rd. “  Transit and impost duties ;
has conversed with individuals who have 4th. “  Miscellaneous taxes, termed llas-
witnessed the operation o f each of the or- il.”
deals. The entire amount o f personal reveuue o f

PuncMets.— The Punchaets arbitrate in the princes o f Marwar does not at present 
civil cases. From these courts o f equity, exceed ten lakhs o f rupees (£100,000 star* 
there is an appeal to the R aja ; but as nn- j ling), though in the reign of Beejoy Sing, 
animity is required in the judges, and a fee half a century ago, they yielded full sixteen 
or fine must be paid by the appellant, ere lakhs, one-half of which arose from the salt 
his case can come before the prince, litiga- lakes alone. The aggregate revenue o f the 
tion is checked. The constitution o f this feudal lands is estimated as high as fifty 
court is simple. The plaintiff lays his case lakhs, or £500,000. It may be doubted 
before his Hakim of the district, or the Patel whether at present they yield half this sum. 
of the village where he resides. The plain- The feudal contingents are estimated at five 
tiff and defendant have the right of naming thousand horse, besides foot, the qualifies- 
the villages (two, each,) from whence the tion being one cavalier and two foot-soldiers 
members of the Punchaet are to be drawn, for every thousand rupees o f income. This 
Information is accordingly sent to the Patels low estimate is to keep up the nominal value 
of the villages specified, who, with their res- of estates, notwithstanding their great de- 
peotive Patwarris (Registers), meet at the terioration ; for a c knight’s fee o f Marwar 
A t’hae or 1 village-court.’  Witnesses are was formerly estimated at five hundred ru- 
summoned and examined on oath, the most pees,
common o f which is the gadi-ca-an, 1 allegi- The sum o f ten lakhs mentioned as tho 
ance to the throne,’ resembling the ancient gross income of the prince, is what is ac-
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'  tually realized by the treasury, for there are A«y«A is a poll-tax (from mga 1 the body) 
many public servants provided for out of the of one rupee, levied on adults of either sex 
crown-land, whose estates are not included. throughout Marwar.

The revenues are collected from the ryots Gusmali Is a, graduated tax on cattle, or, 
in hind. A  corn-rent, the only one recog- as the term imports, the right of pasture. A 
ni-jed in ancient India, and termed Buttae, sheep or goat is estimated at one ana (one-six- 
or ‘ division,9 is apportioned equally between teenth of a rupee); a buffalo eight annas, or 
the prince and the husbandman ; a deviation half a rupee ; and eaeh camel, three rupees, 
from the more lenient practice of former Kdwdri is a tax on doors { M r ) ,  and la 
times which gave one-fourth, or one-sixth considered peculiarly oppressive. It was 
to the .sovereign. “Besides this, the cultiva- first imposed by Beejoy Sing, when, towards 
tor has to pay the expense of guarding the the latter end of his reign his chie s re­
crops, and also those who attend the process belled, and retired in a body to Pal i to 
o f division. An assessment of two rupees is concert schemes for deposing him. J hither 
made on every ten maunds,* which more he fruitlessly followed in order to pacity 
than covers the salaries paid to the Shenahs them, and on his return found the gates 
(watchmen), and Kunwarris,\ and leaves a (Mwdr) of his capital shut in Ins iace, and 
surplus divided by the Patel and village Bheem Sing placed upon the gadi. To sup- 
r e n te r  (Patm rri). A  cart-load o f  hurbi ply the pecuniary exigencies consequent 
(the stalks of jooar and bajra) is exacted upon this embarrassing situation, he appealed 
from every cultivator as fodder for the to his subjects, and proposed a ‘ benevol- 
prince’s cattle ; but this is commuted for a cnee,' in aid of his necessities, of three 
rupee, except in seasons of scarcity, when rupees for each house, giving it a denomiaa- 
it is stored up. The other officers, as the tion from the cause whence it originated.
Patwarris and Patels, are paid out of the Whether employed as a punishment of those

respective shares of the farmer and the wno ameu ms D > .
* .  ono-fouth of a Boor each, from expedient of finance, •»

every amends of produce, or an eightieth porary contribution into .  permanent tar,
part' o f the gross amount. The cultivator, whieh continued nniii the neceantte. o f the
of the or feudal chief., arc much confederacy against the present prmee Baja
better off than th».e o f the Khalua : from Mann, and the usurpation of the fiscal land.
them only two-fifth, are eracted s and in by the Pathans, made tom ra,.e it to ten
lieu of all other tares and charge., a land- rupee, on eaeh house. It however, not
tar o f twelve rupee, i. levied on every hnn- equally levied ; the number of house, in each
dred beega. o f  land cultivated. The cnlti- towmhip being calculated, it is laid on accotd-
vatore repay this mild assessment by attach- tog to the means o f the occupants, and the

meat to the chiefs. P««r ma“  ■”  V  * * * tw0 n,peeB’ '*hlle ‘ he ’ ™*1'
__— ------------- ----- --------------------- ------- — -—-  thy pays twenty. The feudal lands are not

;  a v  “ t.!‘  " * *  exempted, except in cases o f special favour.
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xgy .<ig^v: i tt estimating the amount o f the sayer, or •schedule exhibits what has Leen derived from

imposts of Marwar, it most be borne in mind this lucrative source of wealfh : ■
that the schedule appended represents what Pachbhadra ............... ............  Rs. 2,00,000
they have been, and perhaps might again be , Filed! . . ..........      1,00,000
rather than what they now are, These Deedwanoh ...................................  1,15,000
duties are subject to fluctuation in all conn- Sambhur ................. . .................... 2,00,000
tries, but bow much more in those exposed Nowah ....................... . 1,00,000
to so many visitations from predatory foes, T otal . . . . . . .  t T T oOO
civil strife, and famine ! There is no reason ___
to doubt that, in the {t good old times” ot This productive branch o f industry still
Matoo, the amount, as taken from old re- employs thousands of hands, and hundreds
cords, may have been realized 1 of thousands o f oxen, and is almost entirely

Jodpoor ..............................   Rs. 76,000 in the hands o f that singular race of beings
Nagore ................... *......... *........ . 75,000 called Bunjarras, some of whoso tandag, or
Deedwanoh ......................   10,000 caravans, amount to 40,000 head of oxen,
Purbutsir ..............       44,000 The salt is exported to every region of Hin-
Mai rta ........       11,000 dustan, from the Indus to the Ganges, and
Koleah .................................    5,000 j8 universally known and sold under the
Jhaloro ...........       25,000 title o f Sambhur Loon, or * salt o f Sambhur/
Ihdli ..............    <5,000 notwithstanding the quality o f the different
Jessole and Bhalotra fairs .......... » 41,000 }ates varies, that of Pachbhadra, beyond
Beenmahl..............     21,000 tlie Looni, being most esteemed.* It is
Sanchore ..................   0,000 produced by natural evaporation, expe-
iPilodi ...................     41,000 dited ^y dividing the surface into pans

Total..................   4,30,000 by means of mats o f the Sirkunda grass,
which lessens the superficial agitation. It is 

The Dhannis, or collectors o f the customs, then gathered and heaped up into immense 
have monthly salaries at the large towns, masses, on whose summit they burn a variety 
while the numerous petty agents are paid by of alkaline plants, such as the saji, by which 
a per oentage on the sums collected. The it becomes impervious to the weather. 
gayer, or imposts, include all those on grain, We may recapitulate what the old archives 
whether of foreign importation, or the home- state of the aggregate fiscal revenues in past 
grown, in transit from one district to times, amounting to nearly thirty lakhs of 
another. rupees. It would be hazardous to say to

The revenue arising from the produce of what exent the amount, was over-rated :
the salt lakes has deteriorated with the land * TheAverage selling price at Jodpoor is two rupees 
and commercial revenues; and, though the maund ; four at Sambhur and Deodwanolv and five

, .... , . , ,, , at Pachbhadra, Filodi, and Nowah. Why the price ataffected by political causes, is yet the most capital -a per MBt lower than el80where.t
certain branch of income. The following kuor not, even if this statement is correct.

l i(i a n n a l s  o f  m a r w a r . Q
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1st, Khalisa., or fiscal land, | Some years ago, Raja Maun had a corps of
from 1,484 towns and / Rs. 15,00,000 three thousand five hundred foot, and fifteen
Tillages, .......................  * hundred horses, and twenty-five guns, com-

2nd. Sayer or imposts ............4,30,000 manded by Hundall Khan, a native of Pan-
3rd. Salt lakes .............. . . ........ . 7,15,000 niPut- H e has been attached to the family
4th, Basil, or miscellaneous'l since the reign o f Beejoy Sing, and is

taxes; fluctuating and /■ 3,00,000 (or was) familiarly addressed kaka, or 1 nn-
uncertain; not less than...)  cle>’ by the Priuco- There was also a brigade

__________ o f those monastic militants, the Bishensiva-

"T otal. . . . . . . . .  . . 20 45 000 under their leader, Kaimdas, consisting

Feudal and immaterial estates” ’ ”  50,00,000 ° f  S6TOn h a M  foot’ three h,mdred bor30>
and an establishment o f rockets [bhan), a

G rand Total .........  79,45,000 ™ry ancient instrument o f Indian warfare,
and mentioned long before gunpowder was

Thus the united fiscal and feudal revenues U8cd ’ n Europe. A t one period, the fraja 
o f  Marwar are said to have amounted al- maintained a foreign force amounting to, or 
most to eighty lakhs of rupees (£800,000). at least mustered as, eleven thousand men,
I f  they ever did reaci this sum, which may o f whioh num W  two thousand five hundred 
be doubted, we do noi err in affirming that wore c^ a lry , with fifty-five guns, and a 
they would now be over-rated at half that rochefc establishment. Besides a monthly 
amount. Large fortunes are said to centre Pa7» lamfr to a considerable amount were 
in the families of tha ex-ministers, especially granted to the commanders o f the different 
the Singwi family, reported to be immensely legions. By these overgrown establishments, 
rich. Their wealth is deposited in foreign to maintain a superiority over the feudal 
capitals. But much bullion is lost to the lords which has b lsn  undermined by the 
currency o f these countries by the habits o f causes related, the demoralization and ruin 
secreting money A very large treasure was of this oonntry have been accelerated. The 
discovered in hi gore by Beejoy Sing, when existence o f such a species o f force, opposed 
demolishing some old buildings. in moral and religious sentiment to the re-

Military Fones. —It only remains to slate tamers o f the state, has only tended to widen 
the military resources o f  the Rahtores, the breach between them and their head, 
which fluctuate with their revenues. The and to destroy every feeling o f confidence.
Rajas maintain a foreign mercenary force In Mewar, there are sixteen great chiefs 
upon their (isc.l revenues to overawe their in Amber twelve; in Marwar eight. The 
own turbulent vassalage. These are chiefly following table exhibits their names, clans,
Rohilla and Afghan infantry, armed with residences, and rated revenue. The contin- 
muskets and matchlocks ; and having can- gent required by their princes may be esti- 
non and sufficient decipline to act in a body, mated by the qualification o f a cavalier, viz. 
they are formidable to the Rajpoot cavaliers, one for every five hundred rupees o f rent.
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Names of Chiefs. Clans. Places of Abode, Bevenue, Remarks.

1-JBST CLASS.
1. Kesari Sing ... Champawut ... Ahwa ... 100,000

iBdctawar Sing. iKoompawut ... A .»pa ... SO,000 g i g
branches of his clan.

3. Salim Sing ... Champawut ... Pokurn . . .  100,000 The Pokum chiefia bvfora 1 the most powerful in Mar-
war.

4. SoortanSing .. Oodawut ■ .. .  Neemai ... SO,000 Thefwf of Neemaj ;Vnowa J muter seqnest t̂ion, since
the last incumbent was put 
to death.by tlia Baja.

■5.............. ...............  Mairtea ... Reah 25,000 «  deemed,.n«. bravest of all Bahtore clans.

6. A jitS fag  ... Mairlea ... Qanoral, ... 50,000 «
f  Kewnsir, or 1  -Mewar. The town, which.

7 * Tr . j  f  jn  ftftA ’? 1f ISe> llas ‘been dismaa,*......... ............ .......  Kurrumsote < _ > 40,000 tied, and several villages
(  Keemgir J sequestrated,

$« •«•.»«■*•» # • * . Bhatti ... Khejurla . . . I  25 000 rh? onl*y foromn chief in
5 the lrrst grade of the nobles

SECOND CLASS.

1. Seonat Sing ... Oodawut ... Koochaman ... 50,000 ot ̂ i fe a b le
2. Soortan Sing.. Joda ■ Khari-ca-dewa... 25,000

3. Pirthi Sing ... Oodawut ... Chundawul ... 25,000
4. T ezS ing  ... Do. ... Khada ... 25,000
5. Anar Sing ... Bhatti ... Ahore ... 11,000

0. Jait Sing ... Koompawut ... Baggori ... 40,000
7. P udum S ing ... Do. ... Gujsingpoora ... 25,000

8  ..........................  Mairtea ... Mektri ... 40,000
9. Kurrun S ing... Oodawut ... Marote ... 15,000

10. Zalim Sing . Koompawut ... Roafc .., 15,000
11. Sowae Sing ... Joda ... Chaupur ... 15,000

12. ................ ................. ................ ....... . Boodsoo ... 20,000 ?
13. Seodan Sing Champawut ... Kaotah (great) ... 40,000
14. Zalim Sing ... Do. ... Hursolah ... 10,000

15. SawulSing ... Do. Ilegode ... 10,000
16. Hookun Sing,.. Do. ... Kaotah (little) ... 11,000

'  Gc% \  Q ' * '  ’ 1
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^ ^ -X h ese  are the principal chieftains o f  M ar- best they have ; for so rapid are the changes 
war, holding lands on the tenure o f service, in these countries, amidst the anarchy and 
There are many who owe allegiance and rebellion we have been describing, that the 
service on emergencies, the allodial vassals civil officers would deem it time thrown 
o f Marwar, not enumerated in this list ; away, to form, as in past times, an exact 
such as Barmair, Kottorah, Jessole, Phul- patta’buhye, or * register’ o f feoffs. The an- 
soond, Birgong Bankuria, Kalindri, Baroon- cient qualification was one horseman and 
da, who could muster a strong numerical two foot soldiers/* when required," for each 
force i f  their good-will were conciliated, and five hundred rupees in the rentals but as 
the prince could enforce his requisition, the estates have been curtailed in extent and 
The specified census o f  the estates may not diminished in value, in order to keep up 
be exactly correct. The foregoing is from their nominal amount, one thousand is now 
an old record, which is in all probability the the qualification.
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ANNALS OF BIKANER.

CHAPTER I.
Origin o f the state of Bikaner.— Beeka, the founder.— Condition o f the aboriginal Jits or 

Gates.— The number and extensive diffusion o f this Scythic race, still a majority o f the pea­
santry in Western Bajpootana.—And perhaps in Mothern India.—  Their pursuits pastoral, 
their government patriarchal, their religion of a mixed hind.— List of the Jit cantons of 
Bikaner at the irruption of Beeka.— Causes o f the success of Beeka. Voluntary surrender 
o f the supremacy o f the Jit elders to Beeka.—  Conditions,—Characteristic o f the Getic people 
throughout India,— Proofs.—Invasion o f the Johyas by Beeka and his Jit subjects.— Ae~ 
count of the Johyas.— Conquered by Beeka.— He wrests Bha,gore from the Bhattis, and 

founds Bikaner, the capital, A .D . 1489.— His uncle Kandul makes conquests to the 
north.—Death of Beeka.—His son Noonkurn succeeds.— Makes conquests from the Bhat­
tis,— His son Jaet succeeds.—Enlarges the power of Bikaner.—Mae Sing succeeds,— The 
Jits o f Bikaner lose their liberties.—  The state rises to "importance.—Rae Sing's connexion 
with Akber.—His honours and power.—  The Johyas revolt and are exterminated.— Tradi­
tions of Alexander the Great amongst the ruins of the Johyas,— Examined.— The Pooniah 
Jits vanquished by Ram Sing, the Raja's brother.—  Their subjection imperfect.—Rae Sing’s 
daughter weds prince Salim, afterwards Jehangir.— Rae Sing succeeded by his son Kur- 
rw\— The three eldest sons of Kurrm fall in the imperial service.—Anop Sing, the young­
est, succeeds.— Quells a rebellion in Oabul.— His death uncertain.—Suroop Sing succeeds.
He is killed.— Sujaun Sing, Zooranaun Sing, Guj Sing, and Raj Sing succeed.— The latter 
poisoned by his brother by another mother, who usurps the throne, though opposed by the 
chiefs.—He murders the rightful heir, his nephew.— Civil war.— Muster-roll o f the chiefs.
The usurper attacks Jodpoor.— Present state o f Bikaner.—Account o f Beedavati.

Bikaner holds a secondary rank amongst Ins son Beeka, under the guidance of his 
the principalities o f Bajpootana. It is an uncle Kandul, led three hundred of the sons 
offset of Marwar, its princes being scions of o f Seoji to enlarge the boundaries o f Rah* 
the house of Joda, who established them- tore dominion amidst the sands o f Maroo. 
selves by conquest on the northern frontier Beeka was stimulated to the attempt by the 
of the parent state ; and its position, in the success of his brother Beeda, who had re­
heart of the desert, has contributed to the eently subjugated the territory inhabited by 
maintenance o f their independence. the Mohils for ages.

It was in S. 1515 (A.D, 1459), the year Such expeditions as that of Beeka, under- 
in which Joda transferred the seat of go- taken expressly for conquest, were almost 
vernmentfrom Mundore to Jodpoor, that uniformly successful. The invaders set out
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■ 4. Asiag'h .......150 Raotsir, Birmsir, Dabdoasir, Gundaeli.
5. Saran ..........—  300 Kaijur, Phoag, Roocha'Vps, Sowae, Badinoo, Sirsilah, &c.
6. Godarra . . . . . . . . . .  700 • Poondrasir, Gosensir (great)} jShekhsir, Gursisir, Garibde-

------...... sir, Rungaysir, Kaloo, Ac. *
Total In the six Jit | 2 209 ' '

cantons ....... ......j
7. Bhagore ;..........  300 Bikaner, Nal, K.ailah, Rajagir, Suttasir, Chuttu rgur’h,

Rindisir, Beetnok’li, Bhavauipoor, Jeimulsir, &c.
8. Mohilla ...............  140 Chaupur (capital of Mohilla), Saondah, Herasir, Gopal-

poor, Charwas, Beedasir, Ladnoo, Mulsisir, Khur- 
booza-ra-kote.

9. Kharri-putta, or-» ^
salt district____ j
Grand Total .......  2,670

With such rapidity were states formed in A  variety of causes conspired to facilitate , 
those times, that in a few years after Beeka the formation o f the state of Bikaner, and * » • ’ v 
left his paternal roof at Mundore, he was the reduction of the ancient Scythic simpli- \ \  
lord over 2,670 villages, and by a title far city of the Jit communities to Rajpoot feudah 
stronger and more legitimate than that of sway; and although the Success of his bro-V 
conquest— the spontaneous election of the thar Beeda over the Mohils in some degree 
cantons. But although three centuries paved the way, his bloodless conquest could 
have scarcely-past since their amalgamation never'“’have happened but for the presence 
into a sovereignty, one half of the villages of a vice which has dissolved all the repub- 
cease to exist; nor are there now 1,300 lies o f the world. The jealousy of . the 
forming the raj of Soorut Sing, the Johyas and Godarras, the two most power- 
present occupant and lineal descendant of ful of the six Jit cantons, was the immediate 
Beeka. motive to the. propitiation of the ‘ son of

The Jits and Johyas of these regions, who Joda besides which, the communities ,
extended over all the northern desert even found the band of Beeda, which had extirpa­
te the Garah, led a pastoral life, their wealth ted the ancient Mohils when living with ,
consisting in their cattle, which they reared them in amity, most troublesome neighbours. ■, 
in great numbers, disposing of the superflui- Further, they were desirous to place bet- ’ , ’ •
ty, and of the ghee (butter clarified) and ween them and the Bhattis of Jesisulmer a v ,
wool, through the medium of Sarsote (Sarett- more powerful barrier; and last, not least, 
vati) Brahmins (who, in these regions, de- they dreaded the hot valour and ‘ thirst for 
vote themselve to traffic), receiving in re- land’ which characterized Beeka's retainers, 
turn grain and other conveniences or neces- now contiguous to them at Jangloo. For 
xaries of life. these weighty reasons, at "'a meeting' of the ■'

39 -N ' .
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'elders’ of the Godarras, it was resolved to fears on this head, as well as to perpetuate 
■ conciliate the Rahtore. the remembrance of the supremacy thus vo-

Paudu was the patriarchal head o f the luntarily conferred, he would solemnly bind 
Godarras ; his residence was at Shekhsir. * himself and his successors to receive the 
The 1 elder’ o f  Roneah was next in rank and tika o f  inauguration from the hands of the 

, estimation to Pandu, in communities where descendants of the elders o f Shekhsir and
equality was as absolute as the proprietary Roneah, and that the gadi should be deemed 
right to the lands which each individually vacant until such rite was administered, 
held : that o f  pasture being common. In this simple transfer of the allegiance of

The elders of Shekhsir and Roneah were this pastoral people, we mark that instiuc- 
deputed to enter into terms with the Rajpoot tive love of liberty which accompanied the 
prince, and to invest him with supremacy Gete in all places and all conditions o f so­
ever their community, on the following con- ciety, whether on the banks o f the Oxus 
ditions :—  and the Jaxartes, or in the sandy desert of

First.— To make common cause with India ; and although his political indepeu- 
them, against the Johyas and other cantons, dence is now annihilated, he is still ready 
with whom they were then at variance ; even to shed his blood if his Rajpoot master 

Second.— T o guard the western frontier dare to infringe his inalienable right to his 
against the irruption of the Bhattis ; bapota, his paternal acres.

Third.— To hold the rights and privileges It is seldom that so incontestable a title 
o f  the community inviolable. to supremacy can be asserted as that which

On the fulfilment o f these conditions, they the weakness and jealousies of the Godarras 
relinquished to Beeka and his descendants conferred upon Beeka, and it is a pleasing 
the supreme power over the Godarras ; as- incident to find almost throughout India, in 
signing to him, in perpetuity, the power to the observance o f certain rites, the remem- 
levy dhooa, or a c hearth-tax,’ of one rupee branco o f the original compact which trans­
om each house in the canton, and a land-tax ferred the sovereign power from the lords of 
o f two rupees on each hundred beegas of the soil to their Rajpoot conquerors. Thus, 
cultivated land within their limits. in Mewar, the fact of the power conferred

Apprehensive, however, that Beeka or his upon the Ghelote founder by the Bhil ah- 
descendants might encroach upon their rights, origines, is commemorated by a oustorn 
they asked what security he could offer brought down to the present times. (See 
against such a contingency ? The Rajpoot vol. i. p. 172.) At Amber, the same is 
chief replied that, in order to dissipate their recorded in the important offices retained by 

. .. - ..... .....” the Memos, the primitive inhabitants of that
* This town is named after the Islamite sainr,, She.kh . , T)

S’ureed of Patpnttnn, who has a, thit/fah here. He was *alld. Beth ivotah  and lioondt retain in
greatly esteemed by the Jits, before the bona dea as- their names the remembrance of the ancient 
mined the shape of a Jitni, to whom, under the title . , „ TI ,. ,  . ,
Of Camni Mata, ‘ a my of the mother,' all bead the Iorda of Harouti ; and Beeka s descendants
i*ead. preserve, in a twofold manner, the recollee-
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with a determination to slay or be slain j the fourth century, we find a Yuti or Jit
and these forays had the additional stimulus kingdom established in the I unjab , but
o f being on ‘ fated days,Vwhen the warlike how much earlier this people colonized those ' k.
creed o f the Rajpoots made the abstraction regions we are ignorant. A t every step
o f  territory from foe or friend a matter of made by Mahomedari power in India, it en- ,
religious duty, countered the Jits. On their memorable ,

Beeka, with Ins band o f three hundred, defence o f the passage o f the Indus against
fell upon the Sanklas o f Jangloo, whom Mahmood, and on the war of extirpation
they massacred. This exploit brought them waged against them by Timoor, both in  
in contact with the Bhattis o f Foogul, the their primeval seats in Maver-ool-nehr, as 
chief of which gave his daughter in mar- well as east of the Sutlej, we have already \  ; ' ,

riage to Beeka, who fixed his head-quarters enlarged ; while Baber, in his Commen- 
afc Korumdesir, where he erected a castle, taries, informs us that, in all his irruptions 
and gradually augmented his conquests from into India, he was assailed by multitudes of 
the neighbourhood, Jitsj' during his progress through the I un~

Beeka now approximated to the settle- jab, the peasantry of which region, now
ments of the Jits or Getes, who had for ages proselytes to Islam, are chiefly o f this tribe ; •
been established in these arid abodes ; and as well as the military retainers, who, as 
as the lands they held form a considerable sectarian followers of Nanuk, merge the ’ t
portion of the state of Bikaner, it may not name of Jit, or Jat, into that o f Sikh or ‘ dis-
be uninteresting to give a sketch o f the con- ciple.'t
dition o f this singular people prior to the In short, whether as Yuti, Getes, Jits,
son of Joda establishing the feudal system Juts, or Jats, this race far surpassed in num-
o f Raj warn amongst their pastoral common- bers, three centuries ago, any other tribe or
wealths. race in India 5 and it is a fact that they now ' ■■ »

Of this celebrated and widely-spread race, constitute a vast majority of the peasantry
we have already given a succinct account.* -  ——  ■ — — > .'.V
It appears to have been the most numerous of " hi<* ki"Jdom •****.him a faTOOTabl°
as well as the most conspicuous o f the tribes .  6ee In3Cription) Voi. j. p. 628.
o f ancient Asia, from the days o f  iomyris f  “ On Friday the 14th (Dec. 29, A.D. 1525), of the
and Cyrus to those of the present Jit prince *** m  %  ** Si‘l,koto-, tir™ that 1

J have entered Hindostan, the Jits and Gxgers have re-
o f  Lahore, whose successor, if he be endued gularly poured down in prodigious numbers from their •
■with similar energy, may, on  the reflux o f hills and wilds, in order to carry ofif oxen ami buffaloes.” ‘ ■

. , , The learned commentator draws a distinction between
population, find himseli seated m  their on- t;ie j j t inhabitants of the Punjab and of India, which
crinal haunts of central Asia, to which they is not maintainable.

“ ” d y  ^ i l e r a b 'y  .■ W .n c d .t  I „  .
a m i .  p. 8 1 , Hist, of the Rajpoot tribes—Artiale, the two t o t  Doabehs (return of the embassy), we saw 

Jit# or Getes. very few Sikhs, the Jat cultivators of the soil being in
f  Riinjcet baa long been in possession of Peshore, and general Moosulmauna, and in complete subjugation to 

entertained views on Cabul, the disorganised condition the Sikhs.’*
‘ '• *. •

■ ' \ .



o f western Raj warm, and perhaps o f nothern o f India. The former, who was the founder 
India. of the Chagitai dynasty, boasts o f the my~

At what period these Jits established rinds of Jit aouls he “  consigned to perdi- 
themselves in the Indian desert, we are, aa tion” on the desert plains of India, as welt 
has been already observed, entirely ignor- as in Transoxiana ; so we may conclude that 
a n t; but even at the time of the Rah tore successive migrations o f this people from 
invasion of these communities, their habits the great “  storehouse of nations" went to 
confirmed the tradition o f  their Scythic the lands east of the Indus, and that the 
origin. They led chiefly a pastoral life, were communities who elected Beoka as their 
guided, but not governed by the elders, and sovereign, had been established therein for 
with the exception of adoration to the ‘ uni- ages. The extent o f their possessions jus- 
versal mother1 (Bhavani), incarnate in the tifies this conclusion ; for nearly the whole 
person o f  a youthful Jitni, they were utter o f the territory forming the boundaries of 
aliens to the Hindu theocracy. In fact, Bikaner was possessed by the six Jit caa- 
the doctrines of the great Islamite saint, tons, viz. ■
Shekh Fureed, appear to have overturned 1. Pooniah, 4. Asiag’h,
the pagan rites brought from the Jaxartes; 2. Godarra, 5, Beniwal,
and without any settled ideas on religion, 3. Sarun, 6. Johya, or Joweya ;
the Jits of the desert jumbled all their tenets though this last is by some termed a raini- 
together. They considered themselves, in fication o f the Yadu-Bhatti: an affiliation 
short, as a distinct class, and, as a Pooniah by no means invalidating their claims to bo 
Jit informed me, u their wuttim was far Considered o f Jit or Yuti origin.* 
beyond the Five Rivers." Even in the name Each canton bore the name of the com- 
o f  'Mie of the six communities (the Asiagh), munity, and was subdivided into districts, 
on whose submission Beeka founded his new Besides the six Jit cantons, there were three 
state, we have nearly the Asi, the chief of the more simultaneously wrested from Rajpoot 
four tribes from the Oxus and Jaxartes, who proprietors; viz. Bhagore, the Kharri-putta, 
overturned the Greek kingdom o f Bactria. ami Mohilla. The six Jit cantons constitu- 

The period o f Rah tore domination over ted the central and nothern, while those o f 
these patriarchal communities was interne- the Rajpoots formed the western and sou- 
diate between Timoor’s and Baber’s invasion them frontiers.

Disposition of the Cantons at that pmod.
Cantons. No, of Villages. Districts,

1. Pooniah ....... ........ 300 Bahaderan, Ajitpoor, Seedmookh, Rajgur’fa, Dadrewob,
Sankoo, &o,

2. Beniwal ........... . 150 Bookurko, Sondurie, Munohurpoor, Kooie, Bae, &c.
3. Johya ..................  600 Jaetpoor, Koombanoh, Mahajin, Peepasir, Oodipoor, &c.

* The Jits of the Agra province consider themselves illegitimate descendants of th« Yadas of Biaaa, and hare
a tradition that their mittun is Candahar,

r l ' S ) '  iF>2 am a ls  of bikaker. ( n j



tion of theirfoloodiess conquest o f the Jits. taken by the Shekhsit* Jit, the silver by the 
. To this day, tho descendant o f Panda a]>- elder o f Roneah.

plies the unguent of royalty to the forehead To resume our narrative: when the
0f the successors of Beeka ; on which occa- preliminaries were adjusted, by/Beekafs 
sion, the prince places ‘ the fine of relief,’ swearing to maintain the rights.of the corn- 
consisting of twenty-five pieces of gold, in munity which thus surrendered their liber- 
the hand o f the Jit. Moreover, the spot ties to his keeping, they united t^eir arms, 
which ho selected for his capital, was the and invaded the Johyas. This populous 
birthright of a Jit, who would only concede community, which extended over the 
it for "this purpose on the condition that his northern region of the desert, even to the 
name should be linked in perpetuity with its Sutlej, reckoned eleven hundred villages in 
surrender. Naira, or Nora, was the name in their canton » yet now^ after the lapse of 
o f the proprietor, which Beeka added to his little ™  than three centuries, the very 
own, thus composing that of the future name of Johya is extinct. They appear to

capital, Bikaner. be the Joni ooh,ih of Baber> who> in his
Besides this periodical recognition of the irruption into India, found them congregated 

transfer of power, on all lapses o f the with the ‘ Juds,' about the cluster of hills 
crown, there are annual memorials of the i»  the first doabeh o f the Punjab, called 
rights of the Godarras, acknowledged not “  the mountains o f Joude a position claim- 
only by the prince, but by all his Rajpoot ed by the Yadus or Jadoos in the very dawn 
vassal-kin, quartered on the lands of the Jit; of their history, and called Jaddoo ca dang, 
and although < the sons o f Beeka,’  now ‘ the Jaddoo hills.’ This supports the as- 
multiplied over the country, do not much sertion that the Johya is of Yadu race, 
respect the ancient compact, they at least while it does not invalidate its claims to 
recognize, in tho maintenance of these Yuti or Jit descent, as will be further shewn
formulae, the origin of their power. in the car5-v Port5on of tbe annals o f tho

On the spring and autumnal* festivals Yadu-Bhattie.* 
of the Holi and Dewali, the heirs of the The patriarchal head of the Johyas re­
patriarchs of Shekhsir and Roneah give tbe sided at Bhuropal ; his name was Shere 
tika to the prince and all his feudality. The Sing. Ho mustered the strength of the can- 
Jit of Roneah bears the silver cup and plat- ten. and for a long time withstood the con- 
ter which holds the ampoule of the desert, tinued efr° rts of the Rajpoots and the 
while his compeer applies it to the prince’s Godarras ; nor was it until * treason had done ,

forehead. The Raja in return deposits a * I presented a work on this race, entitled 1 The Book
nuzzerana of a gold mohur, and five pieces NJohy“ >’ (* "  ^  .t stilmer) to the Royal Asiatic Society, paying obtained
©f* Blivet j tlie ehieftains, according to their jt just before leaving Rajpootana, I never had leisure to
rank, following his example. Tho gold is examine it, or toprdimnM on its value as an historical

, _______________ ;_____ k _ _ __________ document; but any work having referenca to so singular
* vide vol. I. p, 446,4(9—for an account of these a community can scarcely fail to furnish matter, of in- ' *,

festivals. tere8t’ ' . . ’ ’ ' * V '
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its worst/ by the murder of their elder, and chief of PooguJ, viz. Noonkurn, who sue- 
the consequent possession of Bhuropal, that ceeded, and Gursi, who founded Gursisir 
the Jobyas succumbed to Rahtore domifla- and TJrsisir, The stock of the latter is nu- 
don. merons, and is distinguished by the epithet

With this accession of power, Beeka car- Qursote Beeka, whose principal fiefs are those 
ried his arms westward, and conquered 0f  Gursisir and Garibdesir, each having 
Bhagore from the Bhattis. It was in this twenty-four villages depending on them .* 
district, originally wrested by the Bhattis Noonkurn made several conquests from 
from the Jits, that Beeka founded his capi- the Bhattis, on the western frontier. He 
tal, Bikaner, on the 15th Bysak S. 1545, had four s o n s h is  eldest desiring a separate 
(A .D . 1489), thirty years after his departure establishment in his lifetime, for the fief of 
from the parental^roof a!< Mundore. Mahajin and one hundred and forty vil-

\V hen Beeka was thus firmly established, iag68> renounced his right o f primogeniture 
his uncle K&nidul, to whose spirit oi enter- in favour o f his brother Jaet, who succeeded 
prize he was mainly indebted for success, jn g_ 1569. His brothers had each appa- 
departed with his immediate kin to the nage8 assigned to them. He had three
northward, with a view ol settling in fresh sons, 1st. Calian Sing ; 2nd. Seoji, and 3rd.
conquests. He successively subjugated the Aishpal. Jaetsi reduced the district of Nar-
communities of Asiagh, Beniwal, and Sa- nofe from gome independent Grasia chiefs,
imn, which cantons are mostly occupied by ittl(j settled it as the appanage of his second 
his descendants, styled “  Kandulote Rah- son> Seoji. It was Jaetsi also who com- 
tores,”  at this day, and although they form peiled c g e son8 of Beeda,’ the first Rahtore 
an integral portion of the Bikaner state, colonists of this region, to acknowledge his 
th ef evince, in their independent bearing to supremacy by an annual tribute, besides 
its chief, that, their estates were ££ the gift certaj„ taxes,
of their own swords, not of his patents Calian Sing succeeded in S. 1603. He
and they pay but a reluctant and nominal Ba,d three sons, 1st. Rae Sing, 2nd. Ram 
obedience to his authority. When necessity • Sing, and 3rd. Pirthi Sing, 
or avarice imposes a demand for tribute, it Rae Sing succeeded in S. 1680 (A. D. 
is often met by a flat refusal, accompanied 1573), Until this reign, the Jits had, in a 
with such a comment as this: " W ho made great degree, preserved their ancient pri-
this Raja ? Was it pot our common ances- _ _ ______  ' y j, ; _,
tor, K  and ill ? W ho is he, V/llO presumes to * To the few who will peruse these annals of the 
, , ,, , p TT . i, n desert tribes, it. will be iutereatinc: to observe the devo-
levy tribute from us?”  Kandul’s career of lopment o£ families, and the maintenance, by s« e h X
conquest was Cut short by the emperors’s tractive patronymics, of their origin. In the annals of
lieutenant in Hissar 5 he was slain in attempt- f 8! "  8tate>1 sha11 wt ftti lenf 1 iat°r  the history of their wars, which are, with a change of
in g  this important fortress. names and scene, all pretty much alike; but, confine

Beeka died in S. 1551 (A.D. 1495), leav- “  a ^.cinct and connected genealogical rela,
' ‘ # fcion, to the manners of the people, the aspect, proiiaic*

tug two sons by the daughter o f the Bhatti tions, and government o£ the country,

x'S* ■ g°̂ x
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vilegea. Their maintenance was, however, Rae Sing, at the same time, completely ' .
found rather inconvenient, by the now super- subjugated the Jobyas,t who, always trou- 
abimdant Rajpoot population, and they were blesome, had recently attempted to regain 
consequently dispossessed of all political au- their ancient independence. The Rajpoots 
thority With the loss of independence their carried fire and sword in to ‘ this country, 
military spirit decayed, and they sunk into o f which they made a'desert. Ever since 
mere tillers of the earth. In this reign also it has remained desolate : the very name of
Bikaner rose to importance amongst the prin- Johja is lost, though the vestiges o f consi-
cipalities of the empire, and if the Jits parted derable towns bear testimony to a remote 
•with their liberties to the Rajpoot, the latter, antiquity.

■ in like manner, bartered his freedom to Amidst these ruins of the J ohyas, the 
become a Satrap of Delhi. On his father’s name of Sehundm• lioomi (Alexander the 
death Rae Sing in person undertook the Great) has fixed itself, and the desert retains 
sacred duty of conveying his ashes to the the tradition that the ruin called Rung-matt,
Ganges. The illustrious Akber was then the 'painted palace,’ near Dandoosir, was 
emperor of India. Rae Sing and the em- the capital of a prince of this region punish- 
peror had married sisters, princesses of J e s - *ed by a visitation of the Macedonian con- 
sulmer. This connexion obtained for him, queror. History affords no evidence of 
on his introduction to court by Raja Maun Alexander’s passage o f the Garah, though 
of Amber, the dignity of a leader of four the scene of his severest conflict was in that 
thousand horse, the title of Raja, and the |pok o f the Punjab not remote from the 
government of Hissar. Moreover, when lands o f the Johyas. But though the chro- 
Maldeo of Jodpoor incurred the displeasure aider of Alexander does not sanction our 
of the king, and was. dispossessed o f, the indulging in this speculation, the total dark- 
rich district of Nagore, it was given to ness in which we appear doomed to remain 
Rae Sing. With these honours, and in- with regard to Bactria and the petty Gre- 
creased power as one of the king’s lieute- cian kingdoms on the Indus, established by 
nauts, .he returned ,to his dominions, and him, does not forbid our surmise, that by 
sent his brother Ram 'Bing against Bhut- some o f these, perhaps the descendants of 
hair, o f which he made a conquest. This Python, such a visitation might have hap- , 
town was the chief place of a district pened.* The same traditions assert that 
belonging to,'the Bhatt.is, originally Jits* these regions were not always either arid or 

, of Yadu descent, but’ whs assumed this desolate, and the living chronicle alluded to 
name on becoming proselytes to the faith in the note, repeated the stanza elsewhere 
of Islam. given, which dated its deterioration from the
....................... ...i'ww-----——.-h.—---- ------------------— -  * My informant of this tradition was an old inhabi-

" In th'e anttals o( Jesanliner, the number of ofisets tant of Dandoosir, and although seventy years of age, 
from thevYadu-Bhatti tribe which' assumed tlje name of had never left the little district of his nativity until he 
Jirjwill be seen j an additional ground for asserting was brought to me, as one of the most intelligent living 
that the Seythic YdcLn is in fact the Xuti. records of the past,

. 40



drying up of the Jlakra river, which came is nominal. Seedinook’h and Sankoo are 
from the Punjab, and flowing through the two chief places of the Ramsingotes. 
the heart of this country, emptied itself Thus, with the subjugation of the Poo- 
into the Indus between Rory Bekher and niahs, the political annihilation of the six 
Ootoh, Jit cantons of the desert was accomplished i

The affinity that this word (ffakra) has they are now occupied in agriculture and 
both to the Caggar, and Sankra* would their old pastoral pursuits, and are an in- 
lead to the conclusion of either being the drustrious tax-paying race under their in- 
stream referred to. The former we know dolent Rajpoot masters, 
as being engulphed in the sands about the Raja Rae Sing. led. a gallant band of his 
Heriana confines, while the Sankra is a Rahtores in all the wars o f Akber. He 
stream which, though now dry, was used Was distinguished in the assault of Ahme- 
as a line of demarcation even in the time dabad, slaying in single combat the governor, 
of Nadir Shah. I t ' ran eastward, parallel Mirza Mohamed Hussein. The emperor, 
with the Indus, and by making it his boon- who knew the value of such valorous sub- 
dary, Nadir added all the fertile valley of jects, strengthened the connexion which al- 
the Indus to his Persian kingdom. The ready subsisted between the crown ami the 
only date this legendary Stanza assigns for Rahtores, by obtaining for prince Selim 
the catastrophe is the reign of the Soda (afterwards Jehangir) Rae Sing’s daughter 
prince, Hanvir. to wife. The unfortunate Purvez was the

Ram Sing, having thus destroyed the fruit of this marriage, 
power of' future resistance in the Johyas, Rae Sing was succeeded by his only son, 
turned his arms against the Pooniah Jits, Kurrun, in S. 1688 (A.D. 1632). 
the last who preserved their ancient liberty. Kurrun held the 4 mutisub of two thou- 
Thoy were vanquished, and the Rajpoots sand,’ and the government o f Doulatabad, in 
were inducted into their most valuable pos- his father’s life-time. Being a supporter of 
sessions. But the conqueror paid the penal- the just claims of Dara Sheko, a plot was 
ty of his life for the glory of colonizing the laid by the general of his antagonist, with 
lands of the Pooniabs. He was slain in whom he served, to destroy him, but which 
their expiring effort to shake off the yoke he was enabled to defeat by the timely in- 
of the stranger ; and though the Ramsing- telligence o f the Kara prince o f Boondi. 
otes add to the numerical strength, and en- He died at Bikaner, leaving four sous, 1. 
large the territory of the heirs o f Beeka, Piulnia Sing, 2. Kesuri Sing, 3. Mohan 
they, like the Kandulotes, little increase the Sing, and 4, Anop Sing, 
power of the state, to which their obedience This family furnishes another example of

* The natives of these regions cannot pronounce the prooigal sacrifice o f Rajpoot, blood in the
sibilant; so that, as i have already stated, the s is con- imperial service. 'The two elder princes 
verted iuto h. I gave aa an example the name Jahil- . . . ,
mar, which becomes ‘ the hill of fools,’ instead of ‘ the We, e 8 :1111 in storm of Beejipoor, aud 
hill of Jasil.’ Sankra, in like manner becomes Sankra, the tragical death of the third, Mohun Sing,

(win*) (St
\ i S _ 7  158 ANNALS OF BIKANER.



/^ v .... 'S\ '

■ ' <SL
AN N ALS OF BIKAN ER. 159

in the imperial camp, forms an episode in native annals are at variance on his death;
Ferishta’s History of the Dekhan.* the former asserting that he died in the

Anop Sing succeeded in S. 1730 (A.D. Dekhan, while the latter say that he left
1674). For the services of his family he that country, disgusted with the imperial
had the castle and lands of Adorn conferred cammander’s interference about bis ground 
upon him, with ‘ the munsub of five thou- o f encampment, and that lie died at Bikaner, 
sand,’ and the governments of Beejipoor He left two sons, Suroop Sing and Sujaun 
and Arungabad. Anop Sing led hia clans Sing.
with the head of his race, the prince o f Suroop, who succeeded in S. 1765 (A.D.
Jodpoor, to quell a rebellion amongst the 1709), did not long enjoy his honours, being 
Afghans of Cabul, which having effected, he killed in attempting to recover Adoni, which 
returned to the peninsula. Ferishta and the the emperor had resumed on his father’s

------ - i—------------------- -— - leaving the army.
* The young desert chieftain, like all his tribe, S u ja u n  S in g , h is s u cc e ss o r , d id  n o th in g .

would find matter for quarrel in the wind blowing in ' . . «  , „ (V,
his face. Having received what he deemed an insult Zoorawur Sing became raja in b. 1793 
from the brother-in-law of the Shazada,, in a dispute (A.D. 1737). The domestic incidents of
regarding a fawn, he appealed to his sword, and a duel . . .  nrepe(i :n0. Pe; D.ne, are without
ensued even in the presehce-oharober, in which young Uus> ab 01 tne preceding IC,o nh  ai ’  v  tluut
Mohan fell. The fracas was reported to his brother interest.
Pudrna, at no distance from the seono With the few succeeded in S. 1802 (A .D .
retainers at hand, he rushed to the spot, and found his j  o  t
brother bathed in his Wood. His antagonist, still hang- 1746). Throughout a long reign of forty- 
in g over his victim, when he saw the infuriated Bahtore . . . , , b j „t_:fe
enter, with sword ami shield, prepared for dreadful ven- oue 3 ears’  Ulis F lace carnecl on Doraei 8trUe 
geance, retreated behind one of the columns of the with the Bhattis and the Khan of Bhawul- 
Aon. K h «  ( « » / » ) .  ButPudma-s sword! reached1 him, F rom  the former he took Rajasir,
and avenged hia brother’s death ; aa the record says, « _ _
“ he felled him to the earth, cleaving at the same place Kailah, Banair, Sufctasir, Bunnipoora, Moo- 
the pillar in twain.” Taking up tbo dead body of his talai and other TjHagee of inferior note; 
brother, and surrounded by his vassals, he repaired to '
bin quarter's, where ho assembled all the Rajpoot princes and from the Khan he recovered the lmpor- 
nerviug with their contingents, as Jaipoor, Jodpoor, tant frontier castle of Anopgurh.
Harouti, and harangued them on the insult to their race
in the murder of his brother. They all agreed to aban- He laid waste, filling up the wells, a COn- 
don tho king’s army, and retire to their own homes, aiderablo tract of country west of the fron- 
A noble was sent to expostulate by Prince Moozzim; , „ . , . , ,,
but in vain. He urged that tho prince not only forgave, tier Post o f Anopgurgh, to prevent the in­
tuit approved the summary vengeance taken by the cursions of the Daodpotras*
Rahtore •. they refused to listen, and in a body had re- c ,,
tired more than twenty miles, when the prince, in person % a GuJ had _some celebnty from the 
joined them, and concessions and expostulations oyer- number of hia offspring, having had sixty-
coming them, they returned to the camp, Itwas snbse- one chiIdren, though all but six  were the 
quent to this that the two elder brothers were slam. It ‘  ®
is recorded of the surviving brother, that he slew an ‘  sons of love.’ The legitimates were, 
enormous lion in single combat. For this exploit which 0h utter S ing whO djed in in& ncy . R aj  
thoroughly entitled him to the name he boro (Aegun), 07
‘ the Lion,’ he received an estate of twenty-five,villages ---------------------------------- ~

from the king. .He also obtained great reaown for * ‘ The children of David,’  the designation of the 
slaying a Habshi or Abyssinian chief,, who commanded tract and inhabitants subjects to the state of Bhawul. 
fox one of the southern princes. | pore, from its founder, Daod Khan, a native of Seistan.
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Sing, who was poisoned by the mother of regent collected foreign troops from Batinda 
Soorut Sing, tjie reigning prince ; Soortan and other parts, sufficient to overcome all.
Sing and Ajib Sing, both of whom fled the opposition. The infant prince was kept 
paternal roof to escape the fate of their el~ secluded, and at length the regent issued 
der brother, and are now at Jeipoor ; Soorut the warrant in his own name for the nobles 
Sing, Baja of Bikaner ; and Siam Sing, to assemble at the capital. Except the 
who enjoys a small appanage in Bikaner. two traitors enumerated, they to a man 

Raj Sing succeeded his father S. 1843 refused ; but instead of combining to op- 
(A.D. 1787), but he enjoyed the dignity pose him, they indolently remained at their 
only thirteen days, being removed by a dose castles. Collecting all his troops, the us-
o f poison by the mother* of Soorut Sing, urper passed to Nohur, where he enticed the 
the fifth son of Raja Guj. 'The crown thus chief o f „ Bookurko to an interview, and 
nefariously obtained, this worthy son of such lodged him in the fortress of Nohur. Thence 
a parent determined to maintain his autho- he passed to Ajitpoora, which he plundered ; 
rity by like means, and to leave no and advancing to Sankoo, he attacked it 
competitor to contest his claims. He has in form. Doorjun Sing defended himself 
accordingly removed by death or exile all with valour, and when reduced to extremity, 
who stood between him and the * gadi of committed suicide. His heir was put in 
Beeka,’ fetters, and a fine of twelve thousand rupees

Raj Sing left two sons, Fevtap Sing and was levied from the vassals of Sankoo.
Joy Sing. On the death of Raj Sing, the The commercial town o f Chooru was next 
office of regent, a word of ominous import attacked ; it held out, six months, when the 
in these regions, was assumed by Soorut confined chief o f Bookurko, as the price 
Sing, who, during eighteen months, con- of lii3 own freedom, treacherously offered 
ducted himself with great circumspection, to put the tyrant in possession. He effected 
and by condescention and gifts impressed this, and a fine of nearly two lakhs of 
the chiefs in his favour. At length he rupees (£20,000) was offered to spare the 
broke his plans to the chiefs of Mabajin town from plunder, 
and Bahaderan, whose acquiescence in his By this act of severity, and the means it 
usurpation he secured bj' additions to their furnished, Soorut returned to Bikaner, de- 
estates. The faithful Bukhtawar Sing, termined to remove the only bar between 
whose family during four generations had him and the crown, his prince and nephew. * 
filled the offioe of dewan, discovered the In this he found some difficulty, from the • 
scheme, though too late to counteract it, virtue and vigilance of his sister, who never 
and the attempt was punished by imprison- lost sight of the infant. Frustrated in all
ment. Prepared for the last step, the attempts to circumverlt her, and not daring
~Z 1  7  ~ _  ~ TT. :  . . to blazon the murder by open violence, he
sumptwe to the yadi of Jeipoor, on failure of lineal invited the needy Raja of Nirwar to make
,ssue’ proposals for his sister's hand. In vain she
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arged bop advanced period of l ife ; and m bloody, and three thousand Bhattis alone 
order to deter the suitor, that she had al- fell. This signal victory confirmed Soorut’s 
ready been affianced to Rana Ursi o f Mewar. usurpation. He erected a castle on the 
AU his scruples vanished at the dower of field of battle, which he called Futtehghur, 
three lakhs, which the regent offered the ‘ the abode of victory.’ 
impoverished scion of the famous Raja Flushed with this brilliant success, Soorut 
Nala.* Her objections were overruled and Sing determined to make his authority 
she was forced to subm it; though she not respected both at home and abroad. He 
only saw through her brother’s anxiety for invaded his turbulent countrymen, the Bee­
fier removal, but boldly charged him with dawuts, and levied fifty thousand rupees 
his nefarious intentions. He was not co- from their lands. Chooru, which had pro- 
ntent with disavowing them, but at her raised aid to the late confederacy, was 
desire gave her the most solemn assurances once more invested and mulcted, and various 
of the child’s safety. Her departure was other places were attacked ere they could 
the signal of his death ; for not long after, join. But one solitary castle was success- 
he was found strangled, and it is said by the fully defended, that of Oh’hani, near Balia- 
regont’s own hands, having in vain en- deran. Here the usurper was foiled, and, 
deavoured to obtain the offices of the after six months’ fruitless siege, compelled 
Mahajin chieftain as the executioner o f his to return to his capital, 
sovereign. Shortly after, he eagerly availed himself

Thus, in one short year after the death o f of an opportunity to punish the excesses 
Raja Raj, the gadi o f Beeka was dishonoured of the Daodpotras, and to withdraw at- 
by being possessed by an assassin of his tention from himself, by kindling a popular 
prince. In 8. 1857 (A. D. 1801), the el- war against these powerful and turbulent 
der brothers of the usurper, Soortan Sing neighbours. The occassion was the Kerani. 
and Ajib Bing, who had found refuge chief of Tearoh demanding his aid against 
in Jeipoor, repaired to Bhutnair and as- his liege lord, Bhawul Khan. As these 

■ seuibled the vassals o f the disaffected nobles border feuds are not extinguished even in
and Bhattis in order to dethrone the tyrant, these days o f universal peace, it may not 
But the recollection of his severities deter- be uninteresting to see the feudal muster- 
red some, while bribes kept back others, roll of the desert chiefs on such occurrences, 
and the usurper did not hesitate to advance as well as the mode in which they carry 

v to meet his foes. The encounter, which on hostilities. It was very shortly before 
took place at Beegore, was obstinate and that victory had preponderated on the side
— ...................... *.......—--------------- “ ~ of the Rahtores by a gallant coup-de-main of

• 7 he ; u,̂ .o£1N̂ “ dDaX ! i the lord marcher of Bikaner, who carriedas it is familiarly called in these regions) is well ’
*• known in oriental literature. From Nal, the famed the castle of MoZgurh in a midnight assault.

caatle of Narwar is named, of which this suitor for ^  ^  Qn tMs occassion waS UOt a Rah- 
the hand of the Bikaner princess was deprived by
sindia, tore, but a Bhatti chief, in the service o f

*
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Bikaner, named Hindu Sing, who gained retainers, to the amount o f three hundred 
{ immortality’ by the style in which he horse and five hundred foot, he threw him- 
scaled the walls, put Mahomed Maroop self on the protection o f Soorufc Sing, who 
Kerani, the governor, and the garrisson assigned him twenty villages, and one 
to the sword, and brought away captive hundred rupees daily for his support. The 
to Bikaner the governor’s wife, who was Keranies were the most powerful vassals 
afterwards ransomed for five thousand o f Bhawul Khan, who might have paid 
rupees and four hundred camels. dear for the resumption o f Tearoh, whose

* The outlaw who sought sima, at Bikaner, chief promised the Rajpoot nothing less 
on this occasion, was o f the same tribe, than to extend his conquests to the Indus. 
Kerani, his name Khodabuksh ( ‘ gift o f Allured by this bait, the letter was pro- 
God’), chief o f  Tearoh, one o f  the principal claimed and the sons o f Beeka assembled 
fiefs of the Daodpotras. With all his from all quarters.

fiorse. Foot. Guns.
Abhoye Sing, chief o f ... Bookurko . . . . . .  300 2,000
Bao Ram Sing, o f ............  Boogul ............  100 400
Ilatti S ing,of..........Ranair . . . . . . . . .  8 150
Kurrun Sing, of.......... Suttasir  ........... 9 150
Anop S ing...................    Jussaroh.. . . . . . . .  40 250
Khet Sing ................. . Jemunsir . . . . . .  60 350
Bheni Sing, of ................  Jangloo ..........  9 250
Bhom Sing, o f ....... ........  Beetnoke . 2 61

Feudal retainers......................<..., 528 3,611

Park under Muji Purihar. . . . . . . .  ................  —  21
Foreign Brigade 1 Khas Paega, or household troop ......... . 200 —

in the < Camp of Gunga Sing ................................ 200 1,500 4
Raja’s service. (D o . o f  Doorjun Sing........................... .........  60 600 4

"Anoka Sing \ ............................. 300 —»
Laori Sing >Sikh chieftains...... 250 —

Auxiliary Levies. < Bood Sing )  .................................. . 250 , —
Sooltan Khan )

l Ahmo<l Khan f  Af*1“ “ .............................  400

i Total ... 2,188 5,711, 29
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the valorous sons o f Joda rushed sword sand souls, one-third being Rahtores, { the
in hand, from the litters and covered sons Beeda ’ is within this flat. I t  is
vehicles, and treacherous^ cut off the best subdivided into twelve fiefs, o f which
men o f  Mohilla, They kept possession o f five are pre-eminent. O f the ancient pos-
the inner fortress until tidings o f their sessors, the indigenous Mohils, there are
sucoass brought reinforcements from Jod- not more than twenty families through-
poor, For this aid, Beeda assigned to his out the land o f M ohilla ; the rest are
father, Ladnoo and its twelve villages, chiefly Jit agriculturists and the mercantile
now incorporated with Jodpoor. The son castes. '*
o f Beeda, Tea Sing, laid the foundation 'We do the sons of Beeda no injustice
o f a new capital, which he called after when we style them a community o f  plun-
fais father, Beedasir. The community o f derers. Like the sons of Esau, “  their hand
the Beedawuts is the most powerful in is against every man: || and they are too
Bikaner, whose prince is obliged to  be powerfulto fear retaliation. In  former times
satisfied with almost nominal marks of they used to unite with the Larkhanis an-
Bupremaey, and to restrict his demands, other horde o f robbers, and carry their raids
which are elsewhere unlimited. The little into the most populous parts of Jeipoor.
region of the Mohillas, around the ancient In these habits, however, they only partake
capital Chaupur, is an. extensive flat, flood- o f  the character common to all who inhabit
ed in the periodical rains from the sur- desert regions. What nature has denied
rounding teeba# or ‘ sand-hills,’ the soil o f them, they wrest from those to whom she
which is excellent, even wheat being abun- has been more bountiful. But it is to the
dantly produced. This Oasis, as it is enti- absence o f  g o d  government more than to
tied to be termed, may be twenty-five miles natural sterility, that we must attribute the
(twelve-cos) in extreme length, by about six moral obliquity of the Rajaputras, the j
in breadth. W e cannot affirm that the offspring o f regality ”  spread over these
entire Beedawut district of one hundred and extensive regions, who little discriminate
forty villages, and to which is assigned a between meum and tmm, In all that refers to
population of forty thousand to fifty thou- their neighbours.
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Actual condition and capabilities o f Bikaner.—  Causes of its deterioration.— Extent.—Popula­
tion.—Jits.— Saraswati Brahmins.— Charum.—Mallis and Noes.— Chooras and Thaories.
Rajpoots.— Face of the country,— Grain and vegetable productions.—Implements of hus­
bandry.— Water.— Scdt lakes.—-Local physiognomy:,—-Mineral productions.— Unctuous 
clay.—Animal productions.—-Commerce and manufactures.— Fairs.— Government and re­
venues—The fisc.—Dhooah, or hearth-tax.— Anga, or capitation-tax.— Sayer, or imposts.
JPliSaeti, or plough-tax,—Malbah, or ancient land-tax,—.Extraordinary and irregular re­
sources.—Feudal levies, Household troops.

This region is but little known to Euro- mg demands o f a rapacious government, for • 
peana, by whom it has hitherto been sup- which they have not a shadow of advantage 
posed to be a perfect desert, unworthy in return, it would be strange if aught 
o f examination. Its present condition bears but progressive degay and wretchedness 
little comparisoh with what tradition reports were the consequence. In three centuries,, 
it to have been in ancient times; and its more than one-half of the villages, which 
deterioration, within three centuries since either voluntarily or by Force submitted to 
the Rajpoots supplanted the Jits, almost the rule of the founder, Beeka, are now 
warrants our belief of the assertion, that without memorial of their existence, and the 
these deserts were once fertile and popu- rest are gradually approximating to the 
lous ; nay, that they are still capable same Condition. Commercial caravans, which 
(notwithstanding the reported continual passed through this state and enriched its 
increase of the sand ) to maintain an treasury with the transit duties, have almost 
abundant population, there is little room ceased to frequent it from the increasing 
to doubt. The princes o f Bikaner used to insecurity of its territory. Besides the per. 
take the fiield at the head o f ten thousand sonal loss to the prince, the country suffers >
oi their kindred retainers ;  and although from the deterioration o f the commercial 
they held extraordinary grants from the towns of Ohooru, Hajgurh, and Rinnie, 
empire for the maintenance o f  these con- which, as entrepots, supplied the country with 
tingents, their ability to do so from their the productions of Sinde and the provinces 
proper resources was undoubted. To to the westward, or those o f  Gangetie 
other causes than positive sterility must India. Nor is this confined to Bikaner; 

be attributed the wretched condition o f the same cause affects Jessulmer, and the 
this state. Exposed to the continual attacks more eastern principalities, whose mis- 
o f  organized bands o f robbers from with- j government, equally with Bikaner, fosters 
out, subjected internally to the nevor-end- ( the spirit o f rapine: the Maldotea of Jes-

’ 1 - . ; ’ ' ’ ’ Wf; *
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The command-in-chief of this brilliant retire to Rhania, since which this place haa 
array was conferred on Jaitroh Mat»oh, son remained.an appanage of Bikaner, 
of the Dewon. On the 13th of Magh J858 The coalition against Jodpoor was ruinous 
(spring of 1800) he broke ground, and the to Soorut;, who supported the cause of the 
feudaflevies fell in on the march by Kunasir, j pretender, on which the usurper expended 
Rajasir, Kaili, Ranair, and Anohgurh, the ^twenty-four lakhs of rupees, nearly five 
last point of rendezvous. Thence he pro yea ,rs ’ revenue of this desert region. On this
ceeded by Seogurh,* Mozgurh, and Phoolra, occasion, he led all his troops in person 
ail of which were taken after a few weeks’ again sit Jodpoor, and united in the siege, 
siege, and from the last they levied a lakh which tin >y were however compelled to aban- 
and a quarter of rupees, with other valu- don with dishonour, and retrograde to their 
ables, and nine guns. They advanced to several abodes. In consequence of this, the 
Khyrpoor, within three miles of the Indus, usurper fell s ick, and wa? at the last extro- 
when being joined by other refractory chiefs, mity ; nay, 4he ceremonies for the dead 
Jaitroh marched direct on the capital, Bha- were actually commenced; ; but ho recovered, 
wulpore, within a short distance of which he to the grief and misery o f his subjects. To 
encamped preparatory to the attack. The supply an exhausted treasury, his extortions 
Khan, however, by this delay, was en- know no bounds s and having cherished the 
abled to detach the most considerable of idea that he might compound his past sins 
his nobles from the Rajpoot standard: on by rites and gifts to the priests, he is sur- 
which the Bikaner Dewan, satisfied with rounded by a group of avaricious Brahmins, 
the honour of having insulted Bhawul- who are maintained in luxfvry at the expense 
pore, retreated with the spoils he had ac- of his subjects. His cruelty keeps pace 
quired. He was received by the usurper with his avarice and his fears. The chief 
with contempt, and degraded for not fight- of Bookurko he put to death, notwithstand- 
|nov ing his numerous services, Nahur Sing

The Bhattis, smarting with the recol- of Seedmookh, Gyan Sing and Goman Sing 
lection of their degradation, two years after Gundaili, amongst the chief feudatories
the battle of Beegore attempted the invasion ^ e  state, shared the same late. Chooru
of Bikaner, but were again repulsed with was invested a third time, and with its chief, 
loss; and those skirmishes continued until fell into the tyrant s hands.
S. 1861 (A. D. 1805), when Raja Soorut With this system of terror, his increasing 
attacked the Khan o f  the Bhattis in his superstition, and diminished attention to 
capital, Bhutnair. It capitulated after a PuWic dutl°s, the country is annually de­
siege of six months, when Zabta Khan, with teriorating in population and wealth ; and ,
his garrison and effects, was permitted to as ^ ^ey had not misery enough within,

—— -----— ------------------ —  they have not had a single good season for
* Its former name was Bull®, one of the most «  • A  . . ,, ,. , •,.■ . . ■ DU , t u years.* Owing to the disobedience of thean cien t cities of the d esert, as is Phoolra, a Johya _£_____________ & ___________ _

possession. * This account was drawn up in 1814.
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northern chiefs, and the continual incursions ing am average of thirty years for the one, 
of the Bahts, or * Bhatti robbers / who and tw enty-five for the other; a fact which 
sweep the laud of cattle, and often cut and spcafits forcibly fir the general moral ity of 
carry oft' entire crops, the peasant Jit, the t’ne descendants of Beeka. 
ancient lord of the soil, is often loft to the > Before we enter on the physical aspect of 
alternative of starvation or emigration, the country, we must make mention of 
Many have consequently sought shell,ci 'in Bcodavati, the. lands of ‘  tho sons of Beoda, ’ 
the British frontier territories, in Hansi and now m  integral portion of Bikaner. It 
Heriana, where they are kindly received. wjj] be borne in mind that Beeda, the 
Since the English have occupied Sijfsah and brother of Beeka, led the first Rajpoot colony 
the lands belonging to the Bhatti. Bahader from Mundore, in search o f a fresh establish- 
Klian, tho rtosfortunes of the cultivators of ment. Hi3 first attempt wa3 in the province 
the northern parts of Bikaner have been 0f Qodwar, then belonging to the Rana : 
doubled by the inroads of a barjid left witfiout but his reception there was so warm, that 
resource. In some -puih*, the Jits combine be moved northward, and was glad to take 
to protect themselves against these inroads : service with the chief of the Moh.ils. This
every hamlet has its boat ot defence, a tower ancient tribe is by some termed a branch 
of earth, on which is perched a watchman of the Yachts, but is by others considered 
andjrettle-drum, to beat the alarum, which a separate race, and one o f the { thirty-six 
is taken up from village to village, and r0yal r a c e s a ll  are agreed as to its anti- 
when an enemy is discovered, all are in arms quity. The residence o f the Mobil chief 
to defend their property. The unfortunate Wfl9 Chaupur, where, with the title of 
■ Jit is obliged to plough his fields under the Thakoor, he ruled over one hundred and 
load of shield and sang, or heavy iron lance ; forty townships. Beeda deemed circumven- 
so that, at no distant period, the whole o f tion better than open force to effect his 
this region must become as desolate as the purposes ; and as, according to the Rajpoot 
tracts once possessed by the JoliyasA maxim, in all attempts ‘ to obtain land*

Such, at the end of three hundred and success hallows the means, he put in 
twenty-three years, is the change which a train a scheme which, as it affords the 
Rajpoot usurper has effected in the once com- least cause for suspicion, has often been 
paratively populous communities of the J its. used for this object. Beeda became the 
From the founder, Beeka, to the present medium of a matrimonial arrangement be- 
tyrannical governor, there have been only teen the Mobil chief and the prince of 
eleven descents though thirteen reigns, giv- Marwar ; and as the relation and natural

-------------------- ---------------------------------------*— - guardian of the bride, he conveyed the
* While putting this to the press, rumour saya that nuptial train unsuspected into the castle 

the chiefs of Bikaner are in open rebellion against , , ,,1,
the Baja, who has applied, but without success, to °f the Mohils, whose chiefs were assembled 
the British Government for support. This, if true, is to honour the festivities, But instead of the

Rahfore fair and her band of maidens,
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aulmer and the Larklianis o f Joipoor are as tered over this space, one-half o f which 
notorious as the Beedawuts o f  Bikaner; are no longer in existence, 
and to these may be added the Sahraes, An estimate of the population of this 
Khosas, and Eajars, in the more western arid region, without presenting some data, 
desert, who, in their habits and principles, would be very unsatisfactory. The tract to 
are as demoralized as the Bedouins o f the northwest o f  Jaetpoor is now perfectly 
Arabia. desolate, and nearly so from that point to

Extent.__Population,— Soil—  Teebas or Bhutnair: to the north-east, the population is
Sand-MUs.— The line o f greatest breadth o f but scanty, which observation also applies to 
this state extends from Poogul to Rajgurh, the parts from the meridian ©i Bikaner to 
and measures about one hundred and eighty the Jessulmer frontier,* while internally, 
miles ; while the length from north to south, from, these points, it is more uniform, and 
between Bhutnair and Mahajin, is about equals the northern parts o f Marwar. From 
one hundred and sixty m iles: the area may a census o f the twelve principal towns, with 
not exceed twenty-two thousand miles, an estimate, furnished by well-informed inha- 
Formerly they reckoned two thousand seven bitants, of the remainder, we may obtain a to­
ll undred towns, villages, and hamlets scat™ lerably accurate approximation on this point ;

Chief Towns, Houses.

Bikaner...... ............................................... ••••*•••» 12,000
Nohtir ......... ............ ................ - ........... ...........  2,500
Bahaderan ............ •••••• •••*** 2,500
Ritime . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ...... . 1,500
Rajgurh ...... . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  3,000
Chooru .......... ....................... ..........  3,000
Mahajin . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  ............  600
Jaetpoor......... . . . . . .  ........  ........ 1,000
Beedasir ...... . ........ ........  ............  600
Ruttungurh......... . ................. ................... 1,000
Daismookh ..........  ...... ................. . 1,000
Senthal . . . . . .  •••... 50

28,850

10O villages, each having 200 houses . . . . . .  20,000
100 Ditto ............  150 ditto ........ 15,000
200 Ditto ............  100 ditto . . . . . .  20,000
800 hamlets ......... . 30 each . . . . . .  24,000

Total number o f  houses . . . . . .  107,850
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Allowing five souls to each house, we Charuns.— The Charuns are the sacred 

have a total o f 539, 250 souls, giving an order of these regions ; the warlike tribes 
average of twenty-five to the square mile, esteem the heroic lays o f  the bard more 
which I cannot think exaggerated, and than the homily of the Brahmin, The 
making the desert regions depending on Charuns are throughout reverenced by the 
Bikaner equal, in the density o f  population, Rahtores, and hold lands, literally, on the 
the highlands of Scotland. tenure of ‘  an old song.’ More will be said

O f this population, full three-fourths are o f them in th& Annals of Jessulmer. 
the aboriginal Jits ; the rest are their con- Mattis, Naes, gardeners and barbers, are
querors, descendants of Beeka, including important members of every Rajpoot family, 
the Sarsote Brahmins, Charuns, Bards, and and to bo found in all the villages, of which 
a few of the debased classes, whose numbers, they are invariably the cooks, 
conjointly, are not one-tenth o f the Rajpoots. Ghooras, Thaoris, are actually castes o f

Jits.—The Jits are the most wealthy as robbers: the former, from the Lakhi Jungle; 
well as the most numerous portion of the the patter, from Mewar. Most of the 
community. Many of the old Bhomia chieftains have a few in their pay; enter- 
landlords, representatives of their ancient tained for the most desperate services. The 
communal heads, are men of substance ; but Bahaderan chief lias expelled all his 
their riches are o f no use to them, and to Rajpoots, and retains only Ghooras and 
avoid the rapacity o f their government, they Thaoris. The Ghooras are highly esteemed 
cover themselves with the cloak o f for fidelity, and the barriers and portals
poverty, which is thrown aside only on throughout this tract are in their custody.
....ytial festivities. On these occasions they They enjoy a very singular perquisite,
disinter their hoards, which are lavished which would go far to prove their being the
with unbounded extravagance. They even aborigines o f the country j namely, a fee of 
block up the highways to collect visitors, fouF copper coins on every dead subject, 
whose numbers form the measure of the when the fuIlera! ceremonies are over, 
liberality and munificence of the donor of Rajpoots.— The Rahtores o f Bikaner are
the fete. unchanged in their martial qualifications,

Sarsote (properly Sarasvati ) Brahmins bearing as high a reputation as any other 
are found in considerable numbers through- class in India ; and whilst their brethren o f 
out this tract. They aver that they were Marwar, Amber, and Mewar, have been for
masters of the country prior to the Jit colo- years groaning under the rapacious visita-
nist3. They are a peaceable, industrious tions of Mahrattas and Pat ’ liana, their
race, and without a single prejudice of distance and the difficulties o f the country
( the order they eat meat, smoke tobacco, have saved them from such afflictions?
cultivate the soil, and trade even in the though, in truth, they have had enough to
sacred lcine, notwithstanding their descent endure at home, in the tyranny of their own
from Hingmcsha, son of Brahma. lord- The Rahtores o f the desert have
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fewer prejudices than their more eastern to Nohur and Raotsir, the soil is good, 
brethren; they will eat food, without en- being black earth, slightly mixed with sand, 
quiring by whom it was dressed, and will and having water near enough to the surface 
drink either wine o r  water, without asking for irrigation; it .produces wheat, gram, 
to whom the cup belonged. They would and even rice, in considerable quantities, 
make the best soldiers in the world if  they The same soil exists from Bhutnair to the 
would submit to discipline, as they are banks of the Garah. The whole of the 
brave, hardy, easily satisfied, and very Mohilla tract is a fertile oasis, the teebas 
patient ; though, on the other hand, they just terminating their extreme offsets on its 
have imbibed some qualities, since their northern limit: being flooded in the period!- 
migration to these regions, which could only cal rains, wheat is abundantly produced, 
be" radicated in the rising generation : espe- But exclusive o f such spots, which are “  few 
dally the inordinate use o f opium, and smok- and far between,” we cannot describe the de~ 
ing intoxicating herbs, in both wp;ch accom- sert as a waste where41 no salutary plant takes 
pHshments ‘  the sons o f Beeka’ ar0 ga ĉ] fco bear root, no verdure q u ic k e n s fo r  though the 
th«i palm from the rest o f  the Coatees rajoula, poverty of the soil refuses to aid the germina­
t e  thirty-six royal tribes of dCjadia. The piala, tion o f the more luxuriant grains, Providence 
or 1 cup,’ is a favorite with every Rajpoot has provided a countervailing good, in 
■who can afford it, and is, as v ell as opium, a giving to those it can rear a richness and 
panacea for ennui, arising from the absence superiority unknown to more favoured 
of all mental stimulants, in whicb they are regions. The bajra of the desert is far snpe- 
■more deficient, from the na'ur0 0f the coun- rior to any grown in the rich loam of 
Vtry, than most of their w^like countrymen. Malwa, and its inhabitant retains an instine- 

Faoe of the country ...The whole of this five partiality, even when admitted to revel 
principality with %  exception o f  a few in the luxurious repasts of Mewar or Amber, 
isolated spots, or oases, scattered here and for the bhawtis, or 4 bajra cakes,’ of his 
there, consists more or less of sand. From the native sand-hills, and not more from associ- 
eastern to the western boundary, in the line ation than from their intrinsic excellence, 
of greatest breadth, it is one continuous In a plentiful season, they save enough for 
plain o f  sand, though the teebas, or sand-hills, two years’ consumption. The grain requires 
commence in the centre of the country, the not much water, though it is o f the last 
principal chain running in the direction importance that this little should be timely, 
of Jessulmer, and shooting forth subordinate Besides bajra, we may mention mofhond 
branches in every direction ; or it might be til ; the former a useful pulse both for men 
more correct to designate this main ridge, and cattle ; the other the oil-plant, used 
originating in the tracts bordering the both for culinary purposes and burning, 
eastern valley of the Indus, as terminating Wheat, gram, and barley, are produced in 
its elevations about the heart o f  Bikaner, the favoured spots described, but in these are 
Ou the north-east quarter, from Rajgurh enumerated the staple products o f  Bikaner.

43
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Cotton is grown in the tracts favourable teelm* where they are most abundant, that 
for wheat. The plant is said to be the mucilage of one is sufficient to allay the 
septennial, even decennial, in these regions, thirst both of a horse and his rider.
As soon as the cotton is gathered, the In these arid regions, -where they depend 
shoots are all cut off, and the root alone entirely on the heavens for water, and 
left. Each succeeding year, the plant where they calculate on a famine every 
increases in strength, and at length attains seventh year, nothing that can administer 
a size unknown where it is more abundantly to the wants of man is lost. The: seeds of 
cultivated. the wild grapes, as the Ihoomi] bufreo, herra-

Nature has bountifully supplied many ro, sewun, are collected, and, mixed with 
spontaneous vegetable products for the use %Va-flour, enter much into the food o f the 
o f man, and excellent pasture for cattle, poorer classes. They also store up great 
Gowar, Katohri, Kukree, all of the cu'cnr- quantities of the Hj/r, and Haril
bitaceous family, and water-melons of a berries; and 1n« long pods of kaijra, 
gigantic size, are produced in great plenty, astringent ai,J hitter as they are; are dried 
The latter is most valuable ; for being cut and former! n?to a flour. Nothing is lost 
in slices and dried in the sun, it is stored up in those regions! wh'ah can be converted into 
for future use when vegetables are scarce, or food.
in times of famine, on which they always Trees they have none indigenous (mangoes- 
calculate. It is also an article of commerce and tamarind at* planted about the capital), 
aud much admired even where vegetables but abundant shiest, as the balool, and over-' 
are more abundant. The copious mucilage green peeloo, the P‘ah and Others yielding; 
o f the dried melon is extremely nourish- berries. The Belĉ Wuts> indeed, apply- 
jpo-; and deeming it valuable as an the term * tree,’ to t'l° roeura, which some-- 
antiscorbutic in sea-voyages, the Author times attains the hei^Lk^fA'wWrv^hah., aid 
sent some of it to Calcutta many years ago is transported to all parts for bouse-bnild- 
for experiment.* Our Indian ships would ing ; as likewise is the nima, so well known 
find no difficulty in obtaining a plentiful throughout India. The phok is the most 
supply of this article, as it can be cultivated useful o f all these, as with its twigs they 
to any extent, and thus be made to confer frame a wicker-work to line their wells, and 
a double benefit, on our seamen and the prevent the sand from falling in. 
inhabitants o f those desert regions. The The dh, a species of euphorbia, known in 
superior magnitude of the water-melons o f Hindustan as the madar, grows to an itil­
th o desert over those of interior India gives mense height and strength in the desert ; 
rise to much exaggeration, and it has been from its fibres they make the ropes in gener- 
gravely asserted by travellers in the sand al use throughout these regions, and they

«  x sent specimens t o  Mr. Moo. t o f t  s o  far ba ck  as  * Mr. B arrow , in bis va luable  work on Southern 
1813 but never learned the result.— Sec Article “ O n Africa, d escrib es  the w ater-m elon  as se lf-sow n  and 
th e  Preservation o f  F o o d ,” E din . R e v ie w , N o. 45, p. 116. abundant.
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are reckoned superior, both nl-.subsfc.inbe and | 'ted a very- thin pellicle o f  ice. When at 
durability, to those formed o f (hemp), 30° the cold was deemed intense by the
which is however cultivated in the lands of inhabitants of Maroo in the tracts limiting 
the Beedawuts. the desert, and the useful Ak, and other

Their agricultural implements are simple shrubs, were scorched and withered ; and 
and suited to the soil. The plough is one in north lat. 25°, the thermometer being 
o f single yoke, either for the camel or ox : 28 desolation and woe spread throughout
that with double yoke being seldom re- the laud. To use their own phrase, the 
quired, or chiefly by the mollis (gardeners), crops of gram and other pulses were com- 
when the soil is of some consistence. The pletely “  burnt up, as if scorched by the 

' drill is invariably used, and the grains are lightnings of heaven while the sun’s meri- 
‘dropped .singly into the ground, at some dian heat would raise it 50° more, or up to 
distance from each other, and each sends 80°, a degree of variability at least not re- 
forth a dozen to twenty stalks. A bundle corded by Captain Lyon, 
of hushes forms their harrow. The grain At Daisnokh, near the capital, the wells 
is trodden out by oxen ; and the rnot'h are more than two hundred cubits, or three 
(pulse), which is even more productive than hundred feet, in depth ; and it is rare that 
the. bajra, by camels. water fit for man is found at a less distance

Water.—Tins indispensable element is at from the surface than sixty, in the tracts 
an immense distance from the surface decidedly termed thul, or ‘ desert:’ though 
throughout the Indian desert, which, in this some of the flats, or oases, such as that of 
respect, as well as many others, differs very Mohilla, are exceptions, and abundance of 
materially from that portion of the great brackish water, fit for • cattle, is found 
African .Desert in the same latitudes, throughout at half this depth, or about thi.r*;.
Water at twenty-feet, as found at Mourzook feet. All the wells are lined with basket- 
by Capt. Lyon, is here unheard-of, and work made o f phok twigs, and the water is 
the degree ■ of cold experienced by him at generally drawn up by hand-lines.*
Zuela, on' the winter solstice, would have Sirr, or * salt lakes'—There are a few salt 
u burnt up" every natural and cultivated lakes, which, throughout the whole of the 

' production of our Hindu Seharra. Captain Indian desert, are termed sirr, though none 
■Lyon describes the thermometer in lat. 26°, are of the same consequence as those of 
within 2° of zero of Reaumur; Majors Marwar. The largest is at the town of Sirr,

• Denham and Clapperton never -mark it un- ~... ~ ~ ~ 'r“  '
*  Water is so ld , m all the large tow ns, by the mallis,

, , der 40° of Fahrenheit, and mention ice, or  1 gardeners,’ w h o  have the m o n op o ly  o f this a rticle .
wh'icWl never saw but once, the thermometer M ost fam ilies h a ve  large cisterns or reservoirs, ca lle d  

v 4 tankas, w hich  are tilled in the ra in y  season, T h ey  are
Ueing 28° ; and then not only the mouths o f  masonry, w ith  a sm all trap-door at the top, m ad e  to

of our muskiks, or ‘ water-skins,’ were exolude the external air, and having a lock and key
affixed. Som e large  tankas are established  for the eom - 

irozen, out a small pond, protected from rnunity, and I understand this w ater  keeps sw eet fo r

the wind (I-heard, for I  saw it not), exliibi- eight and twelve months’ consumption.

*
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00 nawod after the lake, which is about six have excellent, quarries of freestone in sever- 
miles in circumference. There is another al parts, especially at Husairab, thirteen 
at Ohaupur about two miles in length, and coss to the north-east of the capital, which 
although each of them frequently contains yield a small revenue estimated at two thou- 
a depth of four feet of water, this entirely sand rupees annually. There are also cop- 
evaporates in the hot winds, leaving a thick per mines at Beerumsir and Beedusir ; but 
sheet o f saline incrustation. The salt o f the former does not repay the expense of 
both is deemed of inferior quality to that of working, and the latter, having been worked 
the more southerly lakes. for thirty years, is nearly exhausted.

Physiognomy of the country.— There is An unctuous clay is excavated from a pit, 
little to vary the physiognomy of this region, ' near Kolath, in large quantities, and expor- 
and small occasion to boast either o f its ted as an article of commerce, besides adding 
physical or moral beauties ; yet, strange to fifteen hundred rupees annually to the trea- 
say, I have met with many whose love o f sury. It is used chiefly to free the skin and 
country was stronger than their .perceptions hair from impurities, and the Out clue ladies 
o f  abstract veracity, who would dwell on are said to eat it to improve their com- 
its perfections, and prefer a mess of rabri, plexions.
or porridge made of bajra, to the greater Animal productions.— The kine o f the de- 
delicacies of lpore civilized regions. To sert are highly esteemed ; as are the camels, 
such, the ieebas, or ‘ sand-ridges/ might be especially those used for expedition and the 
more important than the Himalaya, and saddle, which bear a high price,* and are 
their diminutive and scanty brushwood considered superior to any in India. They 
might eclipse the gigantic foliage of this are beautifully formed, and the head pos- 
huge barrier. Verdure itself may be ab- sesses much blood and symmetry. Sheep 
horrent to eyes accustomed to behold only are reared in great abundance, and find no 
arid sands ; and a region without tofans or want of food in the excellent grasses and 
‘ whirlwinds or armies o f locusts rustling shrubs which abound. The phok,jowas, and 
like a tempest, and casting long shadows other prickly shrubs, which are here in- 
on the lands, might be deemed by the pre- digenous, form the dainties of the camel in 
judiced, deficient in the true sublime. Oc- other regions. The Nilgae, or elk, and deer 
casionally the sand-stone formation rises of every kind, are plentiful; and the fox of 
above the surface, resembling a few low the desert is a beautiful little animal, 
isolated hills ; and those who dwell on the Jackalls and hyaenas are not scarce, and 
boundaries of Nagore, i f  they have a love even lions are by no means unknown in 
o f more decided elevations than their native Bikaner.
sand-hills afford, may indulge in a distant Commerce and Manufactures.— Rajgurh. 
view of the terminations o f the / nilii. was the great commercial mart of this coun-

Mineral productions.— The mineral pro- ^  been given for one; one
ductions of this country are scanty. They hundred is the average value.
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'" ’ try, and tho point; of rendezvous for caravans j Manufactures in iron.— The Bikaneris
from all parts. The produce of the Punjab work well in iron, and have shops at the 
and Cashmere came formerly, direct' by capital and all the large towns for the manu- 
Haftsi-Hisar,— that of the eastern countries facture o f sword-blades, matchlocks, dag- 
by Pehli, Rewari, Dadri, &c. consisting of gers, iron lances, Ac. The sword-han<&, 
silks, fine cloths, indigo, sugar, iron, tobacco, which are often inlaid with variegated stefel; '  y - ’ 
:&c. ; from Tlarouti and. MalWa came opium, or burnished, are in high request, and ex- 
which supplied aH the Rajpoot states ; from ported to various parts' of India. They have 
Sinde, via Jessulmfir, and by caravans from also expert artists in ivory, though the arti- 
Mooltan and Shikarpoor, dates, wheat, rice, clos are chiefly such as are worn by females,

, : loonpees (Silk, vestments for women), fruits, .a? dhooria, or ‘ bracelets.’
See. ; from Palli, the imports from maritime Coarse cotton cloths, for internal consump- 
countries, as spices, tin, drugs, coco-nuts, tion, are made in considerable quantities, 
elephants’ teeth, &c. Much of this was for Fairs:— Annual fairs were held, in the \ •
internal consumption, but the greater pant * months Of Ivartik and Phalgoon, at tho towns 
a more transit trade, which yielded consider of'Kbjftth and Gnjnair, and frequented by 
able revenue. 1 the merchants ' of the adjacent countries.

Woollens.-—The wool of the sheep pastured They were celebrated for cattle, chiefly the *
in the desert is, however, the staple coni- produce of -.the 'desert, camels, kine, and 
inpdity both of manufacture and trade in horses from Modltan and the Lakhi Jungle, 
this region. It is worked into every article a breed now almost extinct. These fairs 
o f dress, both male and female, and worn have lost all their celebrity: in fact, com- 
by all, rich and poor. It is produced from merce in these regions is extinct, 
the loom, of every texture and quality, from Government revenues.— The personal re- 
the coarse looie or ‘ blanket.’ at three rupees venues of the Raja were derived from a va- 
per pair (six shillings), to thirty rupees, riety of sources : from the Khalisa, or 
The quality of these last is very fine, o f an c crown-lands’ imposts, taxes on agriculture, 
intermediate texture between the shawl and and that compendious item which makes up 
camlet, and without any nap: it is always 'the deficiencies in all oriental budgets, dind, 
bordered with a stripe of chocolate brown or (contribution/ But with all these “ ap- 
or red. Of this quality are the do-patis or pliances and means to boot,”  the civil list of 
£ scarfs’ for the ladies. Turbans are also this desert king seldom exceeded five lakhs 
manufactured of it, and though frequently of rupees, or about £50,000 per annum, 
from forty to sixty-one feet in length, such The lands of the feudality are more exten- 
is the fineness o f the web, that they are not give proportionally in this region than in any 

v  bulky on the head. other h\ Rajpootana, arising out of the ori-
From the milk of the sheep and goats as ginal settlement, when the Beed.awuts and 

well as kine, ghee or ‘ clarified butter’ is made, Kandulotes, whose joint acquisitions eseeed- 
and forms an important article of trade. ed those of Beeka, would not admit him to 
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hold lands in their territory, and made bat 1 The town o f Mahajin, which was settle l on 
a slight pecuniary acknowledgment of las Haitian Sing, son of Raja Noonkurn, on the 
supremacy. The districts in which the resignation of his right of primogeniture and 
crown lands lie are Rajgurh, Rinnie, Nohur, succession, enjoys exemption from this tax. 
(darib, Ruttehgurli, Ranniah, and more re- It is less liable to fluctuation than other 
centlv Chooru. taxes, for if a village becomes half-deserted^

The following are the items o f there- those who remain are saddled with the 
venue:— 1st Khalim, or fiscal revenuo ; 2d. whole. Dhooah is only known to the two 
Dhooah ; 3d. Angah ; 4th. Town and transit western states, Bikaner and Jeasulmer. 
duties ; 5th. Pusaeti, or ‘ plough-tax ; 6th. 3d. Angah. This is not a capitation but 
Malbah. a body tax (from angah the body), and was

1st. The fisc. Formerly this branch of established by Raja Anop Sing. It might 
revenue yielded two lakhs of rupees ; but almost be termed a property-tax, since it 
with progressive superstition and prodigali- embraced quadrupeds as well as bipeds of 
ty, the raja has alienated almost two-thirds every sex and age, .and was graduated ac- 
of the villages from which the revenue was cording to age and sex in the human species, 
drawn. These amounted to two hundred ; and according to utility in the brute. Each 
now they do not exceed eighty, and their male adult was assessed one angah, fixed at 
revenue is not more than one lakh of rupees, four anas (about sixpence), and Cows, oxen, 
Soorut Sing is guided only by caprice ; his buffaloes, were placed upon a level with the 
rewards are uniform, no matter what the lord of the creation. Ten goats or sheep 
service or the object, whether a Brahmin or were estimated as one angah ; but a camel 

>amel-driver. The Khalisa is the only was equivalent to four angaks, or one rupee, 
source which he considers ho has merely a which Raja Guj Sing doubled. This tax, 
life-interest in. To supply the deficiencies, which is by far the most certain in a country, 
he has direct recourse to the pockets of his perhaps still more pastoral than agricultural, 
subjects. ia most providently watched, and though it

2d. Dhooah may be rendered hearth-tax, has undergone many changes since it was 
though literally it is a smoke {dhooah) tax. originally imposed, it yet yields annually 
A ll must ea t; food must be dressed; and two lakhs of rupees.
as they have neither chimneys nor glass 4th. Sager, or ‘ imposts. This branch 
windows on which to lay the tax, Soorut is subject to much fluctuation, and has dimi- 
Sing’s chancellor of the exchequer makes nished greatly since the reign of Soorut 
the smoke pay a transit duty ere it gets vent Sing. The duties levied m the capital alone

1 from the various orifices o f the edifice. It formerly exceeded what is collected through-
only amounts to one rupee on each house out the whole of his dominions ; being once 
or family, but would form an impor- estimated at above two lakhs, and now mu­
tant item if not evaded by the powerful der one. Of this amount, half is collected 
chiefs : still it yields a lakh of rupees, at Rajgurh, the chief commercial mart of
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Bikaner. The dreftd of the Rahts, who have sole legitimate source of revenue lie pos- 
cu.t .off the ̂ communications with the Punjab,, sesses. % -.
ami the want *of principle within, deter mer- Recapitulation.
chants from visiting this state,- and 'the 1st. Khalisa, or fisc* ............ 1,00,000 v
caravans •.from Mooltan, vI3h&wnIpoor, and 2d, Dhooah ..................  1,00,000
Shikarpoor, which passed flumigh Bikaner 3d. Augah......................     2,00,000
to the eastern states, have nearly abandoned v^$*' Sayer, imposts! ...................  75,000 ’ -
the route. Thd only duties of which he is 5tb- Pnsaeti, plough-tax .............  1,25,000
certain are those on grain, of four rupees 6th. Malbah, land-tax ................  50,000
on every hundred maunda sold or exported, ------------
and which, according to the average sale T o t a l  ..................  6,50,000
price of these regions, may be about two , --------------
per cent. Besides this, the fullest amount arising to

5th. Pvtsaeti is a tax of five rupees on the prince from annual taxation, there are 
every plough used in agriculture. It was other items which occasionally replenish the 
introduced by Raja Rae Sing, in commuta- treasury of Soornt Sing, 
tion of the corn-tax, or levy in kind, 'which Dhatoie is a triennial tax of five rupees 
had long been established at' one-fourth of levied on each plough. It was instituted

; ’ the gross produce. The Jits were glad to by Raja Zoorawur Sing. The whole coun­
compound, and get rid of the agents of cor try is liable to it, with the exception of fifty
ruption, by the substitution of the-plough- villages in Asiagati, and seventy of the 
tax. It formerly yielded two lakhs ot Beniwals, conditionally exempted, to guard 
fupees, but with decreasing agriculture has the borders. It is now frequently evaded 
fallen, like every other source, to a little by the feudal chieftains, and seldom yields 
more than one-half, but still yields a lakh a lakh of rupees.
and a quarter. -In addition to these specific expedients,

6thi Malbah is the name of the original there are many arbitrary methods of in-
tax which the Jit communities imposed —  ------------— —— -----------------------------------rax w - _ • * NoHiy (hstricti... 84 villages. Revenue... Bs. 1,00,000
upon thein3̂ ves) when they submitted to Binnio...........24 ditto, ......... ....... . 10,000

, the sway iP perpetuity of Beeka and his ...........U  ditto .....................  20,000

successors. It is the land-tax* of two ru- ‘ ...........  , .............. — j—
pees on each hundred beegasj of land oulti- ’Total original Fiscal hands........ . 1,35,boo
r  . ‘ • _ . , since Baignrh, Chooru, and other places recovered,
vated in Bikaner. It is now unproductive, . . .  ., , . . .  • f Impost Duties in old tun .is, «w,
not realizing fifty thousand rupees, and it Town of Notmkarn ,v ....... ............Bs. 2,000

is said that a composition has-been effected, Rajgmh.............. - ..................
by which it has been* or wl11 bo>relin_ oapitai—Sikaner................................... . 75,000
quishecl: if so, Scorn* Sing gives up the From Chooro and.other'towns....................  *5,000 .

* Mai is the.term, for land which has no inigat on  ̂ 1,37,000
but from the heavens. *k’ - ———



creasing the “  ways and means” to satisfy the banker, that the chief sums arc realized ; 
the necessities or avarice of the present though indirectly the poor peasant contri- 
ruler, and a train of dependent harpies, who butes his share. 1 here are fourteen .coltec- 
prey upon the cultivating peasantry, or in- tors of clind, one to every chmra or division, 
dustrious trader. By such shifts, Soorut and these are furnished with arbitrary 
Sing has been known to double his fixed' schedules according to the circumstances,

: actual or supposed, of each individual. So
Bind, Khooshali.—The terms Bind, and unlimited are these exactions, that the chiei 

Khooshali, though etymologically the anti- of Gundailifor two years offered the collec- 
podes of each other,— the first meaning a tor of his quarter ten thousand rupees if he 
( compulsory contribution,’ the other a would guarantee him against any further 
i benevolence, or voluntary,’*—have a simi- demand during even twelve months ; and 
lar interpretation in those regions, and make being refused, he turned the collector out, 
the subjects o f those parts devoutly pray shut the gates of his castle, and boldly bid 
th at their prince’s house may be'one rather his master defiance,
of mourning than rejoicing, and that defeat One of his expedients to levy a khooshali, 
rather than victory may be attendant on his or 4 benevolence,’ is worth relating : it was

on the termination of hia expedition againstarms.
The term dind is coeval with Hindu legis- Bhutnair, which added this celebrated de­

lation . The bard Chund describes it, and sert and castle to his territory, and in which 
the chronicler of the life of the great Sidra] he was attended by the entire feudal army 
of Anhulwarni, “  who expelled the seven of Bikaner. On his return, flushed with 
Biddas,”  or ‘ great evils,’ whose initial letter conquest,” he demanded from each house 
was d, enumerates dfnd as one of them, and throughout his dominions the sum of ten 
places it with the Dholis and Bhakuns, mins- rupees to cover the expenses of the wrir, 
trels and witches, giving it precedence If the tyrant-ridden subjects of Soorut SjDg 
amongst tie  seven plagues which hia an- thus rejoice in his successes, how must they 
oestors and tyrant custom had inflicted on feel for his defeats ! To them both o.r0 alike 
the subject. Unhappily, there is no Sidraj ominous, when every artifice is Welcomed, 
to legislate for Raj poo tana , and were there every villany practised, to impov5rish them, 
fourteen Diddas by which Soorut Sing Oppression is at its height, and must work

could swell his budget, he would retain them ou  ̂ own cure*
all for the oppression of the impoverished feudal levies.-The disposable force of all 
Jits, who, if thoy could, would be happy to these feudal principality must depend on 
expel the letter S from amongst them. But the personal character Df the Raja. IfS oo- 
it is’from the chieftain, the merchant, and Sing were popular, and the national
_ _ J ____________ _____ —------- --------------——  emergencies demanded the assemblage of

* means ‘^ppmes,, pleasure, volition :- « P  ^  y  or ^  of the f gom of
m khooM, ' at your pleasure.’

t This was written in 1813. Beeka,’ he might bring ten ^thousand Raj-
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poots into the field, of whom twelve hundred lion o f foreign infantry, of five hundred men 
might be good horse, besides the foreign with five guns, and three-squadrons of horse, 
troops-"and park ; but under present cir- about two hundred and fifty in number 
curastances, and the rapid deterioration of all under foreign leaders. This is indepen- 
every branch of society, it may be doubted dent o f the garrison of the capital, whose 
whether one-half could be collected under commandant is a Rajpoot of the Purihar 
his standard. ! tribe, who has twenty-five villages assigned

The household troops consist of a batta- j for the payment of his troops.

Schedule exhibiting the Fiefs of Bikaner.

Retainers:Names Places0f Clans. of Revenue.-------- -—-------- Remarks.
Chieftains. Abode. Foot. Horse. ■

Beri Sal ... ... Beeko ... Mahajin ... 40,000 5 000 100 t ° ? e nndforty villages attached 
to this fief, settled on 
the heir of Raja Noon- 
hum, who consequent-

:(C ly forfeited the tjadi.
Abbe Sing .. ... Beniroto ... Bookurko... 25,000 5 000 200 Wf..first of the chiefsof Bikaner.
Anop Sing ...........  Beeko ... Jessanoh ... >̂ ,000 400 40

> Paim Sing ... ... Do. ... Baie ... 5,000 490 25

Clryn Sing ...........  Benirote ... Sawoh ... 20,000 2,000 300
Himniut Sing ... Raofc ... Raotsir ... 20,000 2,000 300
Seo Sing ............ Benirote ... Chooru ... 25,000 2,000 200
Omed Sing t, , , f  Bedasir 1

Jaet Sing ............ }  ' l  Saondwa 1 50,000 ,0’000 a>°°0
Buhader Sing ... f  Maynsir 1 of tll5a"
Soorai Mull ... 1 Teandesir ! .„ ,W i ^
G om m nSing ... | N’*™ote j  K ,t t » r 4 < W  4.°M  500 ^
Attie Sing ... j  Koot.choreJ %

Shore Sing ... ... Narnote ... Neembaje... 5'000 500 125
Davee Sing ...1 r Seedmook 1
Omeid Sing . . . .  Kurripoora
Soortan Sing ... f  Narnote- ,  Ajeetpoora f  ’00°  5,000 400

Kurrni Dan ... Beasir ... Jy V
Carried forward ... 255,000 36,300 Id,190 
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Retainers:
Na7 8 Clans, ^  Revenue;--------1------ —  Kmarks.

Chieftains. Abode. Foot, Horae.

Brought forward ... 265,000 36,300 4,I N

Soortan Sing ... Cutohm hi Nyu.wass 4,000 150 3 0 W  g
-t) 11 qj rt, 5,000 200 100 Amber, sud the &n*Puddum Sing ... Powar ... Jaet^iair o,v ^  eientPramara,;(^.
Kisben Sing ... Beeko ... H y a d e s ir -  5,000 200 «0 Ifowar).

r> i iH' f? Ann 1 k aa 4-0 The fief of Foogulwas
Rao Sing ... Bhatti .... Poog®4 •• ’ ^0 - ' wrested from the Bhat-

_w a • i p* /'v/-» ka tis o f  J©8s»ulnicr.>
Sooltan Sing ... Do. ... RaJasir -  M *0 200 5U
Luktoer Sing ... Do. ... Ranair — 2>000 400 75
KurnieSing ... Do. ... Sutasir ... 1,100 200 9
Bhom Sing ... Do. ... Chuckwrra 1,500 60 4

F  our Chieftains,!
viz,

1. Bbonni Sing ... Bhatti ... Beetctmok 1,500 60 0

2. Zalim Sing ... Do. ... Gurrialah... 1,100 40 4

3. Sirdar Sing . ... Do. ... Soorjerah... 800 30 2

4. Kaet Sing ... Do. ... Rundisir ... 600 32 2

' ■ W  Slug ... Kurrumsaut Nokko ... 11,000 1,500 500 * g g Z 2 £ &
i D u  ... Eoopawut... Badilab ... 5,000 200 25 V J -

.jtn Sing ... Bhatti .... Jangloo ... 2,500 400 g yum,
vaitai ...............  Do. ... Jaminsir ... 15,000 500 150 Twenty-seven villa­

ges,
Issree Sing ... Mundilah... Saroonda... 11,000 2,000 150
Puddum Sing ... Bhatti ... Koodsoo 1,500 60 4
Kullian Sing ... Do. ••• Naineah ... 1,000 40 2

T otal. . . . . . . . . ........-331,400 43,572 5,402

I f  ever the whole feudal array of Bikaneer amounted to this, it would assuredly be 
found difficult now, were the ban proclaimed, to assemble one-fourth o f this number.

* Poogul Putta.
t  These chiefs are called Sirdars of Khari Putts, one of the origTOl conquests of the founder, Beeka,
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Foreign Troops.
Horse. Foot. Guns.

Sooltan Khan................................ .................... *••*• 200
Anokha Singh, S ikh.......... ............ ...................... —- 250 —
Boodh Singli Dewarah........................ .......... . — 200 —
Doorjun Singh’s Battalion.................    700 4 4
Gunga Singh’s Battalion ............     1,000 25 6

T otal Foreigners.......1,700 679 10
Park .......................................................... ..................................................  21

1,700 679 31

CHAPTER III. '
________

BhAnair, its origin and denomination.— Historical celebrity o f the Jit 's of Bhutnair.— Emi­
gration of Bern.— Succeeded by Bkiroo.—.Embraces Islamism.— Rao Duleech.—Hosein 
Khan ffosein Mhhmood, Emam Mahmood, and Buhader Khan.— Zahta Khan, the present 
ruler.— Condition of the country.— Changes hi its physical aspect. — Ruins of ancient build­
ings. Promising scene for archaeological inquiries.— Zoological and, botanical curiosities,—■
List of the ancient towns.—Relics of the arrow-head character found in the Desert,

Bhutnair, which now forms an integral appellation, whkfe recals the founding of
part o f Bikaner, was anciently the chief abode Carthage or Byrsa. Both legends ar® im-
of another Jit community, so powerful as probable i and the Bhatti anna!8 non firm
at one time to provoke the vengeance of what might have been assumed without
kings, and at others to succour them when suspicion, that to a colony Ĵ  ^iis race 
in distress. It is asserted that its name is Bhutnair owes its name, t f ^ g 1* not its 
in no wise connected with the Bhattis who existence. The whole of tb3 northern part 
colonized it, but derived from the Bardai, is called Nair anci(n googrgphjcal
or Bhat, of a powerful prince, to whom the nomenclature “T ^laroo ^ali; and when 
lands were granted, and who, desirous to some of the B ia^i elms became proselytes 
be the founder of a poetic dynasty, gave to Islaitsn, thjy changed he vowel a to u, 
his professional title to the abode. In the to distinguish l'1< m !’ orn **e Paront stock, 
annals of Jessnlmer, it will be seen that viz. Bhatti f°r Bhutti.  ̂ Ye shall, however, 
there is another story accounting for the furnish evidr'RCe a ' ‘O e> 3n ’ ^e annals

. * ...... * . ^  i .



o f the original race, that in all probability marched, with their queen at 'their head, 
the Yadu-Bhatti is the original Yilti colony like Tomyris o f old, to meet her foes. She 

. from' Central A s ia ; and that “ the Jit was not destined to enjoy the same revenge, 
prince o f Salpoor,” whose inscription is in but gained a glorious death in the'attempt 
the first volume of this work, was thtj prede- to overturn the Salic law o f India.* Again, 
cessor of these very races. in A .D . 1397, when Timoor invaded India,

Neither the tract depending on Bhutnair, Bhutnair was attacked for “  having dis~ 
nor that north o f  it to the Garah river, tressed him exceedingly on his invasion o f 
presented formerly the scene o f  absolute Mooltan,’” when he “  in person scoured the 
desolation they now exhibit, and I shall country, and cut off a tribe o f banditti 
append a list o f towns, to which a high called Jits.”  In short, the Bhuttls and Jits 
.antiquity is assigned, who&e vestiges still were so intermingled, that distinction Was 
remain, and from which something might impossible. Leaving this point, therefore, 
perhaps be gleaned to confirm or overturn to be adjusted in the annals o f the BLattis, 
these deductions. vre proceed to sketch the history of "ho

BW inatf has attained great historical colony which ruled Bhutnair when subju- 
celebrity from its pb&ltion, being in the route gated by the llahtores. 
of invasion from Central Asia to India. It It was shortly after Timoor’s invasion, 
is more than probable that the Jits, who that a colony of Bhattis migrated from 
resisted the advance of Mahmood of Ghizni Marote and Phoolra, under their leader 
in a naval warfare on, the Indus, had long Bersi, and assaulted and captured Bhutnair 
before that period established themselves in from a Mahomedan ch ief; but whether one 
the desert as well as ; in the Punjab ; and of Timoor’s officers, or a dependent of Delhi, 

as v e find them occupying a place amongst remains unknown, though most probably the 
th© thirty-six. royal tribes, wo may infer former. His name, Chigat Khan, almost 

■ thqt th ey had political pwwer many cen- renders this certain, and they must have 
turies beiv»5 that conqueror. In A.L>. 1205, made a proper name out of his tribe, Chagi- 
only tw eh«, years after the conquest b f India tai, of which he was a noble. This Khan had 

. , by Shabudvn, his successor, Kootieb, was conquered Bhutnair from ■ the Jits, and had 
' '  compelled to condUct the war in person acquired a considerable territory, which the

' against the J;ts of the northern desert, to Bhatti colony took: advantage of his return 
prevent their v ,.esting the important post of to invade and conquer. Sixteen generations 
Hansi from tbeempjre . ."“ - " when the1 nil- have intervened since this event, which bring- 
fortunate and . ^ p id  q ’ ^ ,n Jtizzia, the ing it to the period of Timoor’s invasion, 
worthy heiress of5-'*!® g^eat F,roa  ̂wa8 Com_ furnishes an additional reason for conelud- 
pelled to abandoi her throne to an usurper, ing the Khan o f Bhutnair to have been one 
she sought and found protection am0ngst o f his nobles, whom he may have left en­
tile Jits, who, with their Scyt\-C brethren ---------------------------------------------------------------------

. r, . 1 hidfi 11 tlw.ii. * I presented to Mr. Maraden a unique com of this
the Ghikers, assemme er; forces and ill-fated queen.
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trusted with this important point of eominu- Bikaner, and named after his queen (Rani), 
ideation, should he meditate further inter- to whom it was assigned. It was taken by 
course with India. Emam Mahmood. The Bhutti Khan is now

Bersi ruled twenty-seven years, and was a robber by profession, and his revenues, 
succeeded by his son Bhiroo, when the sons which are said to have sometimes amounted 
o f Chigat Khan, obtaining aid from the to three lakhs of rupees, are extorted by 
Delhi monarch, invaded Bhutnair, and were the point of his lance. These depredations 
twice repulsed with great loss. A third army are carried to frightful extent, and the poor 
succeeded ; Bhutnair was invested and re- Jits are kept eternally on the alert to defend 
dueed to great straits, when Bhiroo hung their property. The proximity of the Bri- 
out a flag of truce, and offered to accept tish territory preventing all incursions to the 
any conditions which would not compromise eastward, they are thrown back upon their 
his castle. Two were named :— to embrace original haunts, and make the whole of this 
Islamism, or seal his sincerity by giving his northern region their prey. To this eir- 
daughter to the king. He accepted the first cumstance is attributed the desertion of 
alternative, and from that day, in order to these lands, which once feared cattle in abun- 
distinguish these proselytes, they changed dance, and were highly valued. It is as- 
the name of Bhatti to Bhutti, Six chiefs sorted that from the northern boundary of 
intervened between Bhiroo and Bhutnair to the Garah, there are many tracts

Rao Duleech, surnamed Hyat Khan, from susceptible of high cultivation, having water 
whom Rae Sing of Bikaner wrested Bhut- near the surface, and many large spaces 
nair, and Futtehabad became the future entirely free from thul, or ‘ sand-hills/ To 
residence of the Bhutti Khans. He was the drying up of the Hakra, or Oaggar,- 
succeeded by many centuries ago, in conjunction with

Hosein Khan (the grandson of Hyat), who moral evils, is ascribed the existing desola- 
recaptured Bhutnair from Raja Sujawun tion. According to tradition, this stream 
Sing, and it was maintained during the time took a westerly direction, by Fhoolra, where 
o f Hosein Mahmoud and Emam Mahmoud, H is yet to be traced, and fell into the Indus 
until Soorut Sing made the final conquest below Ootch. The couplet recording its 
of it from Bubader Khan, father to the pre- absorption by the sands of Nair, has already 
sent titular head of the Bhuttis,* been given, in the time of Rao Hamir,

Zabta Khan, who resides at Raniah, having prince of Dhat. If the next European trn- 
about twenty-five villages dependent there- veller who may pass through the Indian 
on.f Raniah was founded by Rae Sing of desert will seek out the representative of

« In s. 1857 (A.D. 1801), the celebrated George the ancient Soda princes- at Chore, near 
Thomas, for the sum of three lakh,, put the Bhuttis into Amerkote he may learn from their bard (if 
the temporary possession of Bhutnair: but the succeed* '  ̂ '
ing year it was again taken from them hy the Bahtoree. they retain Sttch an appendage) the date o f  

t  This memoir was written ft) 1813-14, and may eon- ^  ;nc anJ that of so important an 
tain many .inaccuracies, from its very remote sitn- tion,
and the difficulty of obtaining correct information. event in the physical and political history of

45
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their regions. The vestiges of large towns, know to be essentially different from those 
now buried in the sands, confirm the truth of Gangetio India, and more likely to find 
of this tradition, and several of them claim a parallel in the natural productions and 
a high antiquity; such as the Rung-mahel, phenomena of the great African desert, 
already mentioned, west of Bbutuair, hav~ The Bhuttis, the Rhosas, the Rajura, the 
ing subterranean apartments still in good Sahraes, the Mangulias, the Sodas, and va* 
preservation. An aged native of Dhandoo- rious other nomadic tribes, present a wide 
sir (twenty-five miles south of. Bhutnair) field for observation ; and the physiologist, 
replied, to my inquiry as to the recollections when tired of the habits o f  man, may des~

 ̂ attached to this place, that u it belonged to cend from the nobler animal to the lion, the
a Powar prince who ruled once, all these re- wild ass, every kind of deer, the flocks o f  1 
gions, when Sekunder Roosni attacked sheep which, fed on the succulent grasses, 
them." . touch not water for six weeks together, while

■s- ' '  An excursion from Hansi Hissar, our wes- the various herbs, esculent plants and shrubs,
tern frontier, into these regions, would soon aalt lakes, natron beds, &a. would give abun- 
put the truth of such traditions, to the test, dant scope for commentary and useful com- 

- as far as these reported ruins are concerned ; parison. He will discover no luxuries, and 
though what might appear the remains o f few signs of civilization; the jhopra (hut) 
palaces of the Pramaras, the Joky as, and constructed of poles and twigs, coated: inside 
the Jits of ancient days, to the humble oc- with mud and covered with grass, being lit- 
cupant of a hut in the desert, may only tie better than the African’s dwelling, 
prove the foundations of some castellated Wo shall conclude this imperfect sketch 

* budding. But the same traditions are cir- of Bikaner and the desert with the names 
culated with regard to the more western of several o f their ancient towns, which may 
desert, where the same kind of vestiges is aid the search of the traveller in the regions 
said to exist, and the annals make mention on its northern border.— Abhore ; Runjarra 
df capitals, the sites,of which are now utter - ca Nuggur ; Rung-M ahel; Sodul, or So- 
ly unknown. Considering the safety, and rutgurh ; Machotal; Ranti-bung; Kali- 
comparative ease, with which such a journey bung; Kaliansir ; Phoolra ; Marote ; Til- 
can be made, on 3 cannot imagine a more warra ; Gilwarra; Bunni; Manick-Khur s 
agreeable pursuit, than the prosecution o f Soor-sagur; Bhameni; Koriwalla ; Kul- 
archmological inquiries in 'the northern de- Dherani.
sertsof Rajpootana, where traditions abound, Some names in this list may be unimpor- 
and where the existing manners, amongst tant, but if two, or even one, should be the 
such a diversity c f  tribes, would furnish am- means of eliciting some knowledge o f the 
pie materials for the portfolio, as well as for past, the record will not be useful, 
memoirs. Its .productions, spontaneous or Phoolra and Marote have still some im- 

■. cultivated, though its botanical as well as portance : the first is very ancient, and
zoological specimens may be limited, we enumerated amongst the lKo~kot% MaroQ-ca/
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'in the earliest periods o f Pramara (vulg. for nine centuries. Phoolra was the resi- 
Powar) dominion. I  have no doubt that denee of Lakha Phoolani, a name well 
inscriptions in the ornamental nail-headed known to those versed In the old traditions 
character belonging to the Jains will be o f  the desert. He was cotemporary with 
found here, having obtained one from Sid Rao o f Anhuiwarra, and Udyad.it of 
Lodorva in the desert, which has been a ruin Bhar.

j /  : »
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CHAPTER I.

<■ Jmulmet.— The derivation of its name.— The Rajpoots of Jesmlmer called Bhattis, are of the
Yadu race. Descended from Bharat, king of Bharatversha, or Indo-Scythia.— Restricted 
bounds of India of modern invention— The ancient Hindus a naval people.—Hirst seats of 
the Yadus in India, Prayaga, Mathura, and Dwarica.—  Their international wars.— Ileri, king 
of Mathura and Dwarica, leader of the Yadus.— Dispersion of his family. Bis great 
grandsons Naba and Khira.— Naha driven from Dwarica, becomes prince of Marooslhali, 
conjectured to be the Maru, or Merve of Iran.—Jharejapnd Jud-hhan, the sons of Khira.
The former founds the Sind-samma dynasty, and Jud-bkm becomes prince of Behera in 
the Punjab.—Prithibahu succeeds to Naba in Maroo.—His son Balm.—His posterity.
Raja Guj found Gujni.—Attacked by the kings of Syria and Khorasan, who are repulsed.
Raja Guj attacks Cashmere.—His marriage.— Second invasion from Khorasan.— The 
Syrian king conjectured to he Antiochus.— Oracle predicts the loss of Gujni— Guj slain.
Gujni taken.__Prince Salbahan arrives in the Punjab.— Founds the city of Salbahana, 6. \ .
72.— Conquers the Punjab.—Marries the daughter o f Jeipal Tuar of Delhi—Reconquers 
Gujni—Is succeeded by Balund.—His numerous offspring.— Their conquests.— Conjecture 
regarding the Jadoon tribe of Eusofzye, that the Afghans are Yadus, not Yahudis, or 
Jews.—Balund resides at Salbahana.—Assigns Gujni to Ms grandson Chahto, who be­
comes a convert to Islam and king o f Khorasan.—  The Chakito Moghuls descended from 
Mm.—Balund dies.—His son Bhatii succeeds.— Changes the patronymic of Yadu, or 
Jadoo, to Bhatti. Succeeded by Mungul Rao.— His brother Munsoor Iiao and sons cross the 
Garah and take possession of the LakH,jungle.—.Degradation of the sons of Mungul Rao.—
They lose their rank as Rajpoots.— Their off spring styled Abhorias and Juts.— Tribe of Tale.
_  The capital of Taxiles discovered.—Mungul Rao arrives in the Indian desert.—Its tribes.
IBs son, Majun Rao, marries a princess of Amerkote.— Bis son Kehur.—Alliance with the 
Deora of Jhalore.— The foundation of Thanote laid.—Kehur succeeds.— Thanote attacked by 
the Baraha tribe.— Thanote completed S. 787.—Peace with the Baralrn.—Reflections.

Jossulmer is the modern name of a tract of India. It is termed Mer in the traditional \ 
of country comprehended, according to an- nomenclature of this region, from being a 
cient geography, in Maroosthali, the desert roclify (mer) oasis in the heart of the sandy



desert, interesting both from its physical that ancient central empire whose existence
features, and its position as the ultima Tlmle has been contended for and denied by th-j 
o f independent Hinduism. Yet, however first names in science ;* the BharatveraWa

' entitled to regard from its local peculiarities of the Hindus, the Indo-Scythic empire o f
or its products, the history o f the tribe king Bharat, son of Budha, the ancestor o f 
which inhabits it presents a still more en- the Yadu-Bhattis, now confined to a nook of 
grossing subject for investigation, the desert.

This tribe is the Bhatti, a branch of the It would be vain to speculate upon the
Yadu or Jadoo race, whose power was first colonization of India proper by the
paramount in India three thousand years Bajcula, or ‘ .royal tribes.’ It appears to 
ago ; and the prince now governing this have possessed an indigenous population
distant corner o f India, claims descent from prior to the races of Surya, or Indu, though 
those Yadu kings who ruled from the the genealogies which give the origin o f 
Yamuna to the “  world’s end,” * at that re- these degraded races of.Cabas,tBhils, Meras, 
mote period. Goands, &c. assert that they were, all from

It were preposterous,to expect to find, in the same stem, and that their political de-
" the annals o f the people so subject to the r r  — ~ ~  ~

, , . mans, have gradually sung among men to the lowest
Vicissitudes of forttae, an unbroken series of the fearth cla88 e<j sudnt.), Pamdraeat, Odras,
o f historical evidence in support o f this an- and Dravira*; Canbojas, Y<wmtut and .to w ,1 Para-

cestry ; but they have preserved links of “ * “
the chain which indicate original, affinities. It is a great, mistake to suppose the Bactrian Greseks
In tracing the Yadu-Bhatti history, two by- these who are descended from Yana, fifth

0  . ’ .son. of Yayat, third son of the patriarchal Naftus, though
'p.0theses alternately present themselves to ttuvIonians may .be of this race. The .Saco* are the
our minds, each o f which rests upon plausi- Saea><|§? race3 ot 0entral As*f’ <the Sacl*f Xujpoat);the Pahhtvag, the ancient Persians, or Guebrcs; the
ble grounds ; the one supposing the Bhattis Chinas, the inhabitants of China; and the Chasas,,
to be o f Scythia, the Other of Hindu origin, inhabitants of the great snowy mountains (kho), whence

' Kho-eham (the Casta mantes of Ptolemy), corrupted to 
This incongruity may be reconciled by pre- Caucasm_
Sumiuo' the co-mixture'of the two primitive * The illustrious Cuvier questions the existence of an 

° . , . , , ancient central kingdom, because “ni Moise, ni Homero,
races ; by enlarging our views, and content- a0 ^  parlait d>lm gMQd empire dang la Haute-Asie.”
plating the barrier, which in remote ~~(Discour$ snr let Revolutions de la Surface du Globe,

, , o  *1 • T ,• „ 0 p. 206.)—Who, then, were “ the sons of Togarmah”ages separated Scythia and India, as [menJ M(l by'Ezekiej } who com(uered and loa„ hcld \
'ideal j and admitting that the various com- Egypt?

... i  ,i r\ t The Oaba race is almost extinct; it jfcw famed,munities, from the Gaspian to the txauges, 1 . . n . ,  .. , ...... ,1 even rn the days of Cnehna, as the savage inhabitants
were members of one grand family, having of Saurashtra. When the forester Bbit, who mortally
a common language and common faith,f in ™ « d«d Crishna- wa9 ^pressing Ms contrition for the

_ _______________________unintentional act, he was forgiven, with the remark,
* Juggut Coont, the point of land beyond Dwarica, that it was only retributive justice, as “ in a] former 

the last strong-hold of the Yadus when their power was birth,” as the godlike, Rama, Crishna had slain him. 
extinguished. Thus Rama appears as the subjugator and civilizer of

j-Af ami says: “ The following races of Cshatriym, these indigenous tribes, of whom the Cabas are des- 
by their omission of holy rites, and by seeing no Ik ah- crihed as plundering Crishaa’s family after his decease.

47 \
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basement was the effect of moral sausos. - the Hindus always crafined themselves within '
But as there is no proof of this, we must their gigantic barriers, the limits of modern
attribute the fable to the desire of the India. The cosmography o f the Poorans,
Brahmin archrnologist to account for the ori • imperfect and puerile as it is, and some o f
gin of all things. Modern enquiries into the texts of Menu, afford abundant evidence
these matters have been cramped by an er- of an intimate intereoures between the conn-
ronaous and contracted view o f  the power tries from the Oxns to the Ganges ; and
of this ancient people, and the direction of even in their allegories, we trace fresh
that power. It has been assumed that the streams o f knowledge flowing into India
prejudices originating in Mooslem conquest, from that central region, stigmatized in latter
which prevented the Hindu chieftain from days as theIand;of the Barbarian {Mleteha). • 4
crossing the forbidden waters o f  the Attoc, Menu corroborates the Poorans, from which
and still more from “  going down to the sea we infer the fact, that in distant ages one
in ships,” had always existed. But were it uniform faith extended from Sacadwiga, the
not far more difficult to part with erroneous continent o f the Sac®, to the Grarto-es *
impressions than to receive new and correct ~T~ 777"...'! ~ ~ -------

1 buryas, whose mythological and heroic history is
views, it would be apparent that the first of sculptured in their edifices and maintained- in the®
these restrictions is of very recen t origin, vntmgaHor should we despair that similar discoveries ■. .

, , .' .1 rr- J n a:SC <>se the ,lik "'hich of yoro coan‘-ctecl Indiaand on the other hand, that the .Hindus of with Egypt, and to which Ceylon was but the first
remote ages possessed great naval power, by ®t°PPing-stone. That Kama possessed great naval means

, ’  /  *  heyondi doubt, inherited from, his ancestor .W ar* • \
which communication must have been main- ‘ the sea-king,' twenty generations before the hero of , .
tained with the coasts of A frica *  Arabia, *7“ .ka’. wl#  >,1ace 1 have long imagined to be

_ ^miopia ; whence ancient writers assert Egypt to have ' 7  '
and Persia, as well as the Australian Archl- had her institutions, and that the Ethiopians were of ■■
pelago.f It is ridiculous, with all the know- *Jntils“ 01W1®* Cnvier, quorng SjAtteiius, even assigns

' . , , the reign of Amenophis as the epoch of the colonization
ledge now in our possession, to suppose that of Ethiopia from India.-~page iso of his 1 Hsconrg ’ •• •
_ — .---------------------- ......—  ----------- - &c. ’

* Whence the Hindu names of towns at the estuaries * The cosmography of the Atfni Pooran divides the ‘  "
of the Gambia and Senegal rivers, the Tambaconda and world then known to the Hindus into seven dmipa* 
other condas, already mentioned 1 or continents : one of these is Saca-dwiba whostri

t Mr.. Marsden, at an early period of his researches inhabitants, descended from Bupha are termed Saves- 
into Hindu literature, shares the merit of discovering xvara (i. e., Sacw-lords).” His (Bupha’s) o&prma or 
with Sir W. Jones, that the Malayan language, dis- descendants were Juliid, Sookmar, Manichuk, Koomin 
gemmated throughout the Archipelago, and extending Ootures, Darbeeka, Drooma, each of whom’ yaw his 
from Madagascar to Easter Island, a space of 200 dogs, name to a llumd, or division (gu. Sookmarkhsmd ?) The 
of longitude, is indebted to the Sanscrit for a consider- chief ranges of mountains were Juldus, Baivat. Siamah 
able number of its terms, and that the intercourse which Indue, Amki, Him, and Kesari.. “  There were seven 
effected this was many centuries previous to their conver- grand rivers, viz. Mug, Hague!, Arvema, ko. The in­
stall to the Mahomedan religion. He is inclined to habitants worship the sun.”
think that the point of communication was from Guzze- Slight as this information is, wo must believe that the 
rat. The legends of these islanders also abound with Sacadwipa or Sacatai, is the Scythia of the Ancients • 
allusions to the Mahabharat and Ramayuna, (See and the Sacesware (the Sacas of Menu) the Sacrist*
Asiatic Kes. vol. vi. p. 226, Second Edition.) well known to western history, the proginitors of the

Since Mr. M. wrote, the revelation of the architectual Parthians, whose first {ad) king was Arsactt, The aun- 
antiquities in these isles,consequent to British conquests, worship indicates the adorer of Mithras, the Mitra or 
establishes the fact that they were colonized by the Surya 8f the Hindu ; the Arverna recalls the d i w e

- , 1 1 ' . V •*
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These observations ifc is necessary to premise Ella, a princess o f  the Stay a race, and by 
before we attempt, by following the tide o f whom his issue was multiplied), was not 
Yadu migration during the lapse o f thirty forgotten, though fifty generations had 
centuries, to trace them from Indraprastha, elapsed from the prtriarchal Budha to Heri 
Surapura, Mathura,Pryaga, Dwarica, Judoo- — to whom and the chronicle we return, 
ca-clar.g (the. mountains o f  Jud), Behara, Pryaga* is the cradle of the Yadus who
Gtijui in JZabulistan 5 and again refluent into are Somavansa (of the lunar race). Thence 
India, at Salbahana or Salpoora in the Pun- Mathura founded by  Prururwa remained 
jab, Tunnote,Derawul, Lodorva in the desert, for ages the seat o f power. The name of 
and finally Jessuhner, founded in S. 1212, Jadoo (Yadu), o f whom there were fifty-six 
or A .D . 1156. tribes,*f* became famous in the world, and of

Having elsewhere descanted at length on this race was the mighty Heri-Crishna, who 
the early history o f the Yadus,* we may founded Dwarica.”
refer those who are likely to take an interest The grand international conflicts amongst 
in this discussion to that paper, and proceed the “  fifty-six Yadu tribes,”  at Curukheta, 
at once to glean what we can from the native and subsequently at, Dwarica, are sufficiently 
annals before us, from the death ol their known to the reader o f  Hindu history, and 
leader, Heri-Crishna, to the dispersion o f may be referred to elsewhere.! These events 
the Yadus from India. The bare fact o f  are computed to have happened about 1100 
their migration altogether out of India pro- years before Christ. On the dispersion of 
per, proves that the original intercourse, these races many abandoned India, and 
which conducted Budha, patriarch o f the amongst these, two o f  the many sons of 
Yadu race, into Indiaf (where he espoused Crishna. This deified leader o f the Yadus

. ,  ; ~  “  " 7 7 “  ..... had eight wives, and the offspring o f theapplied to the Jaxaites ; while Ju-lud, the proper name w 7 1
of the son of the first king of Sacadwipa, appears to be first a n d  seventh, by a singular fate, now
the Jhldus of the. Tatar historian Abolgari, who uses the
same term as does the Hindu, to designate a range of
mountains. Whence this identity between Pooranic and of Mathura), who had six sons, viz. Ayu, &;c. who car- 

' Tatar cosmography 1 ried on the lunar (Indu) races in India.” Now this Ayu
■‘ A chief of the twice-born tribe (i  e. Brahmins) was is likewise the patriarch of the Tatars, and in that lan- 

brought by Yishan’s eagle from Sacadwipa, and thus gunge signifies the moon, a male divinity both with Ta- 
have Sacadwipa Brahmins become known in Jambudwi- tars and Rajpoots. Throughout there are traces of an 
pa" (India).—Mr. Oolbrooke on Indian Classes, Asiatic original identity, which justifies the application of the 
Res. vol. v. p. 53. And Menu says that it was only on term Indo-Scythic to the Yadu race.— Vide Genealogi- 
their -ceasing to sanction Brahmins residing amongst cal table, Vol. I. •
them, that the inhabitants of these remote western re- * Pryaga is the modem'Allahabad, at the ' confluence 
giohs became 1Xlatch*,' or barbarians ; testimonies of the Jumna and Ganges, the capital of the Prasii of 
which must he held conclusive of perfect intercourse and Megasthenes.
reciprocity of sentiment between the nations of Central t This is alternately called Cha/mn Cula and Chapun 
Asia and India at periods the most remote. Crore,_ "  fifty-six tribes,”  and “ fifty-six millions,” of

* Vide “  Essay on'the Hindu and Theban Hercules,” Yadus. As they were long supreme over India, this 
Transactions o f the royal Asiatic Society, vol. iii, number is not inadmissible.

f  The Bhagvatt says,11 Budha (a wise man—a patri- | Transactions of the Royal Asiatio Society, vol. iii, 
arch) came to Bharatkhand to perform penitential rites, Vide paper entitled, “  Comparison of the Hindu and 
and espoused Ella, by whom lio had Prururwa (founder and Theban Hercules,”
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-iZZ  occupy what may be termed the outpbsts of (t Khira had two sons, Jhareja and Ju d- 
Hindaism* bliati.*

Rookmani was the Senior of these wives ; “  Jnd-bhan was on a pilgrimage ; the
and the eldest o f her sons was Pridema, goddess heard his views; she awoke him
•who was married to a princess o f Bidurba; from his sleep, and promised whatever he de-
she bore him two sons, Anurad and Bujra, sired. £ Give me land that I  may inhabit/ 
and from the latter the Bhattia claim said the youth ; c Rule in these hills,’ replied 
descent. Bujra had two sons, Naba and the goddess, and disappeared. When Jud- 
Ehira. bhan awoke, and was yet pending on the

“  When the Jadoos were exterminated in vision of the night, a confused noise assailed 
the conflict at Dwarika, and Heri had gone him ; and looking out, he discovered that 
to heaven, Bujra was on his way from Ma- the prince of the country had just died with - 
thura to see his father, but had only mar- out issue, and they were disputing who 
ched twenty coss (forty miles), when he re- should succeed him. The prime minister 
ceived intelligence o f  that event, which had said, ‘ he dreamed that a descendant o f 
swept away his kindred. He died upon the Crishna had arrived at Behera,’ f  and pro­
spot, when Naba was elected king and re- —— ------—— - ~ r - - ------ — —n-u ...L,'
turned to Mathura, but Khira pursued liis . * Tf 1<3’ Jud> Jad00, are the various modes of pronounc-

mg Yadu in the Bhaltha, or spoken dialect of the west, 
journey to Dwariea. Jud-bhm, ‘ the rooket of •the Fadu,’ would imply the

“ The thirty-six tribes of Rajpoots hitherto of B™P° at a very remote period.
T The precise knowledge of the topography of ;these 

oppressed by the Yadus, who bad long held regions, displayed in the Bhatti annals, is the mott®at,is-
universal dominion, now determined to be fj ctoi'J■proof of their authenticity. In the present day,

it would be in vam to ask any native of JessUltner the 
revenged. Naba was compelled to  fly the position of the “ hill of Jud,” or thesite of Behera; and
holy city [Dwariea]; he became prince of !?* ** tins valuable translation of BaW s Memoirs, by 

. . Erskme, we should have been unable to adduce the
Marusthali in the west, following testimony,, Baber crossed the Indus the 17th )

“ T hu s far from  the Bhaqvat, (says the ^bm w y 1519, and on the 19th, between d r iv e r  and 
# * one of its great towns, the Behafc, he reached the very *

Bhatti chronicler), and I  continue the his- tract where the descendant of Crishna established him- i
tory Of the Bhattia, by the Brahmin Sookh- self twenV fir« centuries before. Baber says, “ A m

J W  from Behreli to the north there is a hill. This hill j
dherm a o f Mathura* in. the Zefer Nameh (History of Timoor), and other

“  Naba had issue Prithibahu. books, is called the Hill of Jud. At first I Was ignorant /  j
of the origin of its name, bat, afterwards discovered that,

_________ ._____ _____ „___________ ____________ . h>. this hill there were two races of men descended of j
, T . the same father. One tribe is called Jud, the other i

Jambuvati was the name of the seventh wife, whose Jenjuheh. From old times they have been the rulers 
e .cos, son was called Samba— he obtained possession of and lords of the inhabitants of this hill, and of the li t  
the tracts on both aides the Indus, and founded the and Uluses (political divisions) between Nilab and j 

dynasty, from which the Jhvreja* are dee- Behreh. Their power is exerted in a friendly and bro- j 
cended. There w every probability that Sambus, of therty way. They cannot take from them whatever 
bamba nagari (Minagara), the opponent of Alexander, they please. They take as their share a portion that , 
was ft decendant of Samba, son of Crishna- The Jhare- lias been fixed from very remote times. She Jud is 
ja chronicles, in ignorance of the origin of this titular divided into various branches or families, as Well as the , 
appellation, say that their “  ancestors came from Sham, . Jenjuheh, The chief man amongst them gets the name \ 
or Syria.’ ’ of Ra,®,"—ErsMne’s Eater,p. 261. 1

v;/ ;:Vy'
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posed to seek him . oat and invest Min as “  Mjh, who reigned twelve years. He
their prince. All assented, arid Jud-bhan wasm anted to Soobhag Soondri, daughter of
was elected king.- He became a great Ber Sing, prince of Malwa. Having, when
prince, had numerous progeny, and the pregnant, dreamed that she was delivered of
place of their abode was henceforth styled a white elephant, the astrologers, who inter- 
Judoo-ca-dang, " the mountains of Judoo.’ preted this as an indication of greatness, 

aPrithwi~iahu (‘the arm of the earth’), son desired he might be named Guj :* as he ap- 
o f Naha, prince of Marusthali, inherited the proached manhood, the coco-nut came from 
insignia of Sri-Crisliua with the regal um- Jud-bhan, prince of Poorubdeu (the eastern), 
brella (chhetri) made by Viswacarma. He and was accepted. A t the same time tidings 
had a son Bahubal, (‘strong arm’), who es- arrived that from the shores of the ocean,

■paused Camlavati, daughter o f Yijya Sing, the barbarians (Mletehd), who had formerly 
Prince of Malwa, who gave in dower (daejaf attacked Soobahu,j were again advancing,
one thousand horses of Khorasan, one hun- 7 7 - 7  T  7  ~ 7 ~  ~  7* Abulfazl mentions «Toga as prmce of Gas mien and
hundred elephants, pearls, gems, and gold Cashmere, who was slain by Oguz Khan, the Patriarch
innumerable, and five hundred handmaids, of tlie Tatar tribes.

+ In this early portion of the annals, there is a singular 
With chariots and bedsteads of gold. 3, he mixture of historical facts, and it appears that the Yadu
Puar (Pramar) Camlavati became the chief scribes confound their connections with the Syrian and

Baetrian Greets, and with the first Mooslem conquerors, 
queen and bore her lord one son, Imperfect as is this notice of Soobahu, his son Rijh,

“  Baku, killed by a fall from his horse ; he and godson Guj, who were thus assailed by Ferid of
Khorasan (Baetria), and his auxiliary, the king of Room

left one son, (Syria), we have a powerful allusion of Antiochns the
u Soobahu, who was poisoned by his wife, Great, who, two hundred and four years before Christ,

, , . ,,, , „ invaded Bactria am} India. Amongst the few facts left
a daughter of lVluhd xiaja Wiohan Ot A j- of this expedition is his treaty with Sophagasenus, the
jug,-, he left a SOB, Indian monarch, in which the Syrian king stipulated

for a tribute in elephants. There are, even in this 
_______ ■ —  medley of incidents, grounds for imagining that Sopha-

Ilere is a decided confirmation that this Hindu colony gasenus is the Yadu prince of Gujni. Whether, out of 
preserved all their original manners and customs even Soobahu and Guj, the Greeks manufactured their 
•'to Baber’s day. The tribe of Jenjuhehs, beyond a Sophagasenus, or whether prince Guj could have been 
doubt, is I he tribe of Johya, so celebrated in the emitled Soobhagfosen, in compliment to his mother, 
region skirting the Sutlej, and which will be noticed Soobhagh-Soondri, of Malwa, must be left for the specu- 
hereafter. I  presented a small work entirely relating lative to decide. It is not unlikely that the nature 
to their history, to the Royal Asiatic Society, As Baber of the tribute, said to have been elephants, which the 
says, they are of the same family as the Juds, they are Indian agreed to furnish to the Greek prince, may have 
probably the descendants of Jinj, the brother of Bhatti, originated with the name of drty, whiclmeans ‘elephant.’ 
who changed the family patronymic from Jadoo or judoo There is at the same time much that refers to the
to Bhattij and thus it appears, that when the aider branch early progress of Islam in these regions of central Asia, . 
was driven from Gujni, they retreated amongst their Price, in his excellent history, extracting from the 
relations of the hills of Jud. Baber was quite enamoured /(kolausut-ul-Akbar, gkys “ Hejauge was entrusted with 
with the beauty of the hill of Jud, which, with its lake the government of Khorasan, and Obaidoolah with 
and valleys, he describes as a miniature Cashmere.— R. Seistan, who had orders from Hojauge, his superior, to 
255. invade Oaubul, whose prince was Reteil or Retpeil, whom

* The Pramars were formerly the most powerful the Author supposes either a Tatar or Hindu prince, 
potentates of central India, Handmaids, and bedsteads Artfully retiring, he drew the Mahomedan army into 
of gold, were always a part of the daeja or dower of the defiles, and blocking up the rear, cut off thou re- 
Hindu princosses, treat, and Obaidoolah was compelled to purchase his
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fUZ/ having Fend Shah o f  Khqtlasan at the bead and four thousand on the part of the Hin-
of four lakhs o f horse, from whom the peo- das. But the foeman rallied, the Raja Rijh,
pie fled in dismay. The Raja sent -scouts to who again encountered him, vras wounded
obtain accurate intelligence, and marched to and died just as prince Quj returned with
Harreou to meet him ; while the foe on- Hansavati,Ida hride, daughter o f Jud-blmn of
camped two coss from Koonjsheher.’* A the east. In two battles the king o f Kborasau
battle ensued, in which the invader was de~ was vanquished, when he obtained an auxi-
feated with the loss o f thirty thousamf men, liary in the king of Room (Romi-pati), to, es~

7“— g--------------- ----— — ---------- — ------ -- tablish the Koran and the law o f  the proph et
liberation by the payment of seven hundred thousand . . „ ,  , , . _ ,,, ., , .
dirhems.” m  infidel lands. W hile the armies o f  the

Thfe was the sereuty-eigtli year of the Hegira, or Asuraa were thus preparing their strength,
A.l>. 697, Conjoined to what follows, it appears to T) . „  . . . .  .. „ , . „ „
have reference to Rijh, father of Gnj. Again. Ua-la b  aJ calIed a council o f  ministers. There

“ Obaidoollah and Abdoorehman, invaded Seistan with being no stronghold of importance, audit; 
forty thousand men. The prince of Oaubul tried the , • . . ,
same manoeuvre, tat w.as outwitted by the Moharaedm, bflinl? m P0S8ibl{> to stand aSainst num bers, it
who conquered a great part of Oaubul and acquired was determined to erect a fortress amidst the 
great booty, with which he'returned. to Seistan, to the • A ., TT . ,
great displeasure of Hojamro; and Abdoorehman entered m o™ talfls o f  tb«  ™vth< Having summoned 
into a confederacy with Retpeil to attach Hejauge, and, his friends to his aid, he sought council of the 
absolve Oaubul from, tribute. Moghairah was the sue- i* u  ,■ i • , t, , , ,
cessor of Abdoorehman in K horal, while his father, g ° dde3S ° f  * * * * *  5 wbo foretold
Mobiiei, was employed beyond the jehoon, but died at that the power o f  the Hindus was to cease,

n Z  to Ye“ S diarrhffia’ beqUeatMng hte SOTera' b»t commanded him to erect a fort and call it
This account of Moghairah’s (the governor of Khora- Gujni. W h ile  it was approaching com pletion,

san) death, while carrying on War against the Hindu _____. . . .  .. , . „  r t> . .
Retpeil of Oaubul, has much analogy to the sudden 6 " Cd“ 0 *'b a t tbe '  m£ S ® oom aud 
death of Mamma, the foe of Rijh of Zabniisthan. One Khorasan w ere near at hand : 
thing is now. proved, that princes of the Hindu faith , . . . .

■ ruled over all those regions in the first ages of Warn- Z Z Z l  f Z Z T f  ' ' * * } V, aU w ''pa%'
ism. and made frequent attempts, for centuries after, C U m  U m ' ek%tk ***' m m  J* p a\ Pae‘
to reconquer them, Of this fact, Baber gives us a most «  T he stick wounded the drum o f  the J ad oo  
striking instance in his description of Gujni, or, as he . ., „ **%»'■
writes, Gtemi. He says, -‘I have seen, in another history, PnnC6 1 th°  array  waS formert’ " * r e  dis- 
that when, the Rai of Hind besieged Subaktegiu in Gujni, tributed, and the astrologers tv ora command -  

/  1 ( ordered dead flesh and other impurities to be thrown j  . • , ' , r. , .
into the fountain, when there instantly arose a tempest ° d t0 SUch a m om m t f °*  e t c h i n g  as
and hurricane, with rain and snow, and by his device be m ight secure the victory, ,
drove away the enemy.” Baber adds, ‘ I made then „  fVr . , “ , ., . . . .  ■ .
inquiry in Ghazni fpr this well, but nobody could give Thur^daj (T nskpatwai v the 13th o f
me the slightest information regarding it,”  p. 160. Mah, the enlightened half o f the moon,
Doubtless, when Baber conquered India, and beeamo w },en one ohurri o f the dav had fled was 
better acquainted with the Hindu warriors, he would have . 0  }  ’ &S
got to the bottom of this anecdote, and have seen that the auspicious hour ; and the drum of de-
S n  J V f e TVSt  0f 8"baltt,Bgin arose oufc the parture sounded. That day he marchedreugioq of his foes, who could not uso water thus con- -_________ _________________ _ " 1 _______
taminated by the flesh of the sacred kino. The cele- * “ The king of Room and the king of Khor^am' 
brated Balabh- was reduced by the same stratagem. with the horse (hae) elephants (ffai oravf) caparisons 

Neither of these towns appears in any map. « There (pakhur) and foot-soldiers (pai or paek)  fare at hand], 
is a Koonj Beshak in Khorasan, and a Penjhcr in Balk.” Beware, let it enter your mind, oh Rae, Lord of the
—Sw W. Omlq/’g Mbn SMuO,p. 218-228, Judoosl”
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: eight coss, and encamped at Doolapoor, The dus lay dead on the field, The drum of
combined kings advanced, but in the night victory resounded, And the Jadoon returned 
the Shah of Khorasan died of indigestion, triumphant to his capital. •
When it was reported to the king of Room On Sunday, the 3rd of Bysak, the spring 
(Shah Secunder Rootni) that Shah Mamraiz season ( Vasant), the Rohkii Hakhatra, and 

- was dead, he became alarmed and said, Samvat Dherma-raja (1  udighthira) 3008,*
‘ While we.mortals'have grand schemes in seated on the throne o f Gujui, he maintained 
hand, he above has ether views for us.’ Still the Jadoon race. W ith this victory his 
his army advanced like waves of the ocean ; power became firm: he conquered all the 
caparisons and chains clank on the backs o f countries to the west, and sent an ambassa- 
elephants, while instruments of war resound dor to Cashmere to call its prince Kandrnp- 
through the host. Elephants move like keif to his presence. But the prince refused 
walking mountains; the sky is black with the summons: he said the world would scoff 
clouds o f dust; bright helms reflect the rays at him i f  he attended the stirrup o f another 
of the sun. Four coss (eight miles) aeparat- without being first worsted in fight. Raja 

» ed the hostile armies. Raja Guj and his Ghij invaded Cashmere, and married the 
Chieftains performed their ablutions, and daughter of its prince, by whom he had a 
keeping the Joginis* in their rear, advanced son, called Satbahan.
to the combat. Each host rushed on like “  W hen this child had attained the age of 
famished tigers ; the earth trembled ; the twelve, tidings o f another invasion came 
heavens weto overcast; nor was aught from Khorasan, Raja Guj shut himself up 

• ’ visible in the gloom but the radiant helm, for three entire days in the temple o f Cula- ,
War-bells resound ; horses neigh ; masses devi'J on the fourth day the goddess appear- 

■ of men advance on each other, like the dark eel and' revealed to him his destiny : that, 
rolling clouds o f Bhadoon. Hissing speeds Gujni would pass from his hands, but that his 
the feathered dart; the lion-roar of the posterity would re-ioherit it, not as ^Hindus s
warriors is re-echoed; the edge of the sword hut as Mooslems; and directed him to send 
deluges the ground with blood ; on both his son.Salbahan amongst the H indu?of the 

S- sides the \r»ws resound on the crackling east, there to erect a city to be- r\amed after 
honSs. . Here was Jud-Rae, there the K b p s  him. Slip said'fliat he wouid liav^ fiftedu 
and Ameers, as if Time had encountered ins sous, whose.Issue wquld multiply ; £ that he \ 
fellow. Mighty warriors strew the earth ; (Raja Guj) would fall in the defence o lG u j- 

* heroes fall in the cause o f their lords. The ni, but would gain a glorious reward^W e-
army o f the Shah fled ; he left twenty-five after/
thousand souls entangled in the net o f des- * This date is circumstantial, and might be fixed, or
traction; ho abandoned elephants and horses, disproved by calculation; if the heterogeneous mixture ' "■ v

. . , of suoh widely separated- incidents as those in Syto- , \
and even his throne, fee ven thousand Hia- Macedonian and Mahomedan History did not deter us

.--------- --—_----------—— _ ---- — —  ------ from the attempt, > y , V
* The unclean spirits of Bajpoot martial mythology, t  No such name appears in Wilson’s Raj Tarinyini. 

who feed ontho v * . $ Tutelary goddess, or “ of the race {aula)."
\ , A■ \ ' ■
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“  Having heard his fate revealed, Raja *‘ Salbahan conquered the whole region
Guj convened his family and kin,.and on pre- o f  the Punjab, lie  had fifteen sons, who
tonce ,^f a pilgrimage to Jwala-mookhi,* he all became R ajas ; viz. Balund, Rasaloo,
caused them to depart, with the prince Sal- Dhurmungud, Yacha, Roopa, Sundur, Lekh,
bahan, for the east. Jusl-urn, Nairn a, Maut, Neepak, Gangeou,

£‘ Soon after the foe approached within Jugeou ; all o f whom, by the strength o f
live cobs o f  Gujni. Leaving therein his their own a rm s ,. established- themselves in
uncle Seydeo for its defence, Raja Guj independence.
marched to meet him. The king of Khora- “ The coco-nut from Raja J eipal Tuar was 
san divided his army into five divisions ; the sent from Delhi, and accepted,* Balund 
Raja formed his into three; a desperate proceeded to Delhi, whose prince advanced
conflict ensued, in which both the king and to meet him. On his return with his bride,
the Raja were slain. The battle lasted five Salbahan determined to redeem Gujni from
induing and a hundred thousand Meerss and the foe and avenge his father’s death. H e
thirty-thousand Hindus strewed the field, crossed the Attok to encounter Jellal, who 
The king’s sou invested Gujni j for thirty advanced at the head o f twenty thousand 
days it was defended by Seydeo, when he men. Crowned with victory, he regained 
performed, the Saka,% and nine thousand possession o f Gujni, where he left Balund, 

-valiant men gave up their lives. and returned to his capital in the Punjab:
“  W hen tidings o f this fatal event were he soon after died, having ruled thirty-three 

conveyed to Salbahan, for twelve days the years and nine months, 
ground became his bed.§ H e at l e n g t h ---------- -7-  —— — — .------—
reached the P un jab, where he fix ed  on a spot Won we have no means of judging, but it could not

. , ,| have been; remote from Lahore. It may he deemed a
with, abundance of water, and having collcc- (drtnnate1 coincidence that I should discover that ancient 
ted his clansmen arouud him, ho laid the inscription (Vol. I. p. 796) of this capita), styled Sal- 

,  , . . , . i „ poor, governed by a Gete or Jit in the fourth century :
foundation of a city which he named aite wU<jh 9,,gge9tea the idea (which many facts tend to
himself Salbahanpur. The surrounding prove,), whether these Yadna (whose illegitimate'issue, 

Bhomiaa .u W e d ,  and acknowledge hie
supremacy. Seventy-two years o f  the era of of the date of Salbahan-Yadu with that of the Saca
Yicrama had elapsed when Salbahanpur was f f - J a n  the Tab will not fail to strike the enquire*

1 , . into Hindu antiquities : and it is not the least carious
founded, Upon Sunday, the 8th o f  the month circumstance, that these Yadus, or Tati, displaced the 

, p ,  , p Taksluic, or Tak, from this region, as wUl appear imine-
Oi .buaaaon. (I diately. In farther corroboration, see notes 2 and 4, p,
----- --------------,—— —------------- ;------------- ---------~: 629-30 and Inscriptions, II, p. 630 and 6, p. 636.
* This voloano is a well-known place of pilgrimage in * At every page of these annals, it is evident that 

the Sewaluk mountains, they have been transcribed by some ignoramus, who
t  A pnhar is oneJbrth of the day. has jumbled together events of ancient and modern date.
t  For a description of this rite, see Vol. I. p. 2B3. The prince of Delhi might have been Jeipal, but if wo 
« In conformity with the Hindu ordinances of matim, arc to place any faith in the chronology of the Tuar race, 

or mourning no prince of this family could be synchronous with the
jj Here is another circumstantial date, S. 72, or A.D. Yadu Salbahan. I  am inclined to think that the emigra- 

16, for the foundation of Salbakana in the Punjab, by tionof Salbahan’s ancestors from Gujni was at a mtjjft 
the fugitive Yadu prince from Gujni, Of its exact posi* latei period than S, 72, as I shall note as we proceed.
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Ŝ ~ ^ y! «  Balund succeeded. His brothero ,W l lier, attd became king of Balich.Bokhara, and
now established themselves in all the'i;noun-v lord of twenty-eight thousand horse. Be-
tainous tracts o f the Punjab, But the tween Balich and Bokhara runs a mighty
Toorks* began rapidly to increase, and to river, and Chakito w ashing of nil from the
subjugate all beneath their sway, and the gate o f  Balichahan to the face o f Hindus-
lawds around Gujni were again in their than ; and from him is descended the tribe of
power. Balund had no minister, but super- Chakito Moguls.*
intended in person all the details o f  his “  Knllur, third son o f  Balund, had eight
government. l ie  had seven sons: Bihntti, sons, whoso descendants are designated Kul-
Bhupati,Knllur, J in j,f Surmor, Bhynsrepha, lar.f There names were, Seodas, Ram-
Mangreo. The second son Bhupati (b- e. das, Asso, Kistna, Sain oh, Gango, Jesso,
lord o f  the earth) had a son, Chakito, from Bhago ; almost all o f  whom became Moosul-
whom is descended tl "Ciimato' [ChagU mans. They are a numerous race, inhnhi.tr
tribe4  ing the mountainous countries west of the

«  Chakito had 0 ight sous, viz. Deosi, iver,J and notorious robbers.
Bharoo, Khemkhan, Nairnr, doipal,§ Dharsi, ll Jinj, the fourth son, had seven sons ;
Beeili-Khan, Shah Sin- rr d. [ 'T F T ” ' " T — 1 r ~  ------ --—  *  '  

- , c, * This is a,most important admission of the proseiy-
c Balund, who resided at fealty tanpur, tism of the ancient Indo-Seythic Yftdu princes to th

left Gujni to the charge of his g'randson faith of Islam, though' thoro-can.be no reasonable doubt
... , . , ,  r. ,, , 1 of it. Tomugin, better known by his nomine de tmerrt.Chakito 3 and as the power o f the barbarian ^  of Gbagit ̂  accor(J.;ng tc ^  MaJ
(m letcha) increased, he not only entertained homedan historians, is termed an infidel, and so was

,, , , , . 1 1  1 : .* .1,1,.,. Tdca/h, the father of Mahomed of Khwarezm : the oneTroops 0 that race, but all his nobles were ,1 "  ’ was of the Getic or Ynti race ; the other, as Ins name
of the sarnie body. T h e y  offered, if he would discloses, of the Tak or Taksihac, the two grand races
qu it th e  religion o f his fathers, to make of central Asia -T h e  insertion of this pedigree in this 
i w „ place completely vitiates coTonology : yet foi what pur.

him master of Balich Bokhara, where dwelt pose it coxild have been interpolated, if not founded on
the Ooabelt race, whose king had no off- fact, wc cannot sum is^ .

t Wo can, by means ot the valuable translation of
Spring b lit  one daughter. Lhakito married the Commentaries of Baber, trace many of fehesotribes.

. ............................. ...L —..w L A t ----------J It has already been stated, that the fifteen brothers
* Tooth is the term in- the directs which the Hindus of Balund established themselves in the mountainous 

apply to the races from central Asia, the Turshkaot the parts of the Punjab, and that his sons inherited those 
Foorana*. • . West of the Indus, or Damaun, The Afghan tribes,

f  tioubtless the ancestor of the Johya race, termed the, whose supposed genealogy from the Jews has excited so 
Jcnjuhoh by Baber, and who dwelt with the Jiuls in the much curiousity, and who now inhabit the rigions con- 
hills of Jud, the Juddoo-ca-dang of the Bhatti MSS. quoted By. the sons of Salbahan, are possibly Yadtjs, (

* % However curious this assertion, of the Chagitais who, on conversion; to give more eclat .to their tatiqoity,
being descended from the Yadus, it ought not to surprise converted Yadu into Yahudi, or Jew, and added the 
u s ;"r repeat, that all these tribes, whether termed ' rest' of 'the stoiy from the Koran- That grand division 
Indo-Scythic or Tatar, prior to Islamism, professed a of Afghans called the Evzofzye, or ‘ Sons of Joseph,’ 
faith which may be termed Hinduism. whose original country was Cental and Gttzpi, yet re-

$ As it is evident the period has reference to the very tain the name of Jadoon (vulgar of Yadu), as one. of 
first years o f Islamism, and it is stated that the sons of thoir principal subdivisions: and they still occupy a 
Guj were to be proselytes, it is by no moans improbable position, in the hilly region east of the Indus, conquered 
that this is Jypal, the infidel prince of Khwarezm.— by the sons of Balund. It would be a curious fact could
See Price’s Mahomedan History. , we provethe Afghans not Yuhudis but Yadus.

m
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Champo, Goktil, Meliraj, lluns’i,1 Bbadmi, .brit'wifli liis-'©blest sot! fled into'tbo wilds on 
Rasso, Jnggo, all whose issue bore the name the banks'nf the river.- The foe then inv^stecl 
o f  Jinj ;* and in like manner did the other Salbahanpnr, where resided the family o f  the 
sons become the patriarchs o f tribes. Baja ; but Musnor Rao escaped and fled to

** Bhatti succeeded his father Behind. He the Lakhi Jungle.* There being only a
conquered fourteen princes, and added their cultivating peasantry in this tract, he over- 
fortunes to his own, Among his effects, he • e-une them, and became master o f  the country, 
reckoned twenty-four thousand mulesf laden Musoqr Rao had two sons, Abhe Kao and 
with treasure; sixty-thousand horse, and Sarun Rao. The elder, Ahhe Kao, brought 
innumdPable foot. As soon as he mounted the Whole Lakhi Jungle under his control, 
the gadi, he assembled all his forces at and his issue, which multiplied, became 
Lahore preparatory to the teeka-dmr% ties- far nous as the Abhoria Bhattis. Sarun
titled against Bheerbhan Bhagel, lord<ai) ’relied with and separated from his 
Kenekpur, Bheerbhan fell in the battle other, and his issue d escended to the rank
which ensued, at the head o f  forty thousand cultivators, and are well known as the
then. irun Juts.f

'“ Bhatti had two sons, Mungul Rao and * "Aigul Rao 0 jon o f Bhatti, and wh6 
Mueoor Rao. With Bhatti, the patronymic abandoned his kingdom, had six sonar
Waa changed, and the tribe thenceforth was Mujum Rao, Kullursi, Moolraj, Seoraj, 
distinguished by his name. Phool, Kewala.

“  Mungul Rao succeeded, but his fortune “  v? hen Mungul Rao fled from the king,
Wa3 not equal to that o f his fathers. Dhoondi, ^’s children were secreted in the houses of 
king of Guzni, with a mighty force, invaded his subjects. A Bbomia named Sa tidas, of
Lahore ;§ nor did Mungul Rao oppose him, j the tribe of Tak,| whose ancestors had been

...... ..............*------- 1------------- — --------------*------------- poors, may have been erected on the ruins of Kampila-
*  Doubtless the junction of Jinj with that of .Tohya, nagari. We may hope that researches in that yet urt- 

another numerous tribe, formed tho Jenjuheh of Buber ; touched region, the Punjab, will afford much to th« 
theJohyaaot he Bhatti annals, now known only by elucidation of ancient history.
name, but whose history forms a volume. The sons * The Lakhi Jungle is well known in India for its 
of Jinj have left numerous traces—Jenjian on the Garah ; once celebrated breed of horses, extinct within the last 
Jiajinialli in the desert, &c. twenty years

f  Even the mention of an animal unknown in the da- f  Thus it is that the most extensive agricultural races
»ert of India, evinces ancient source whence these an- spread all over India, called JaU or Jits, have a t,radi­
ants are compiled. Had the Yadu colony at this period tion that they are descended from the Yadu race, (qn. 
obtained a footing in the desert, south of the Sutlej, the Y u t i ? j  and that their original country is Candahar.

■computation would have been by camel-loads, not hy Such was stated to me as the origin of the Jafcs of Biana 
muIet- anrl Bhnrtpur. Why the descendants of Sarun assumed

t  SeeVol. I. p. 288, for an account of this military the name of Juts is not stated. 
ton 7- t  This incidental mention of the race of Talc, and of

f  This would almost imply that Lahore and Salbahan its being in great consideration on the settlement of the 
were one and the same place, but from what follows, the Yadus in the Punjab, is very important, 1 have given 

intervening distance could not have been great between a sketch of this tribe (Yol. I. p. 88). but since I wrote 
the two cities. There is a Sangala, south of Lahore, it, I have discovered the capital of the T ak, and on the 

near the alters of Alexander, and a Sailkote in our very spot where I should have expected the site of 
modern maps, Salbahan, Salhahanpur. or simply Sal- Taxilu, the capital of Taxiles, the friend of Alexander,
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reduced from power and wealth by the offspring of Kullnr-rai became the Knilorea
ancestors o f  the Bhatti prince, determined to Jats; those o f Moondmj and Seoraj, the
aveflge himself, and informed the king that Moonda and ^eora data ; with the younger
some o f the children were concealed in the boys, Phool and TCewala, who were passed
house o f banker (sahoocar). The king sent o ff as a barber (n<w), and a potter (khomtir),-'
Tak with a party o f  troops, and surrounded fell into that class.
the house o f Sridhar, who was carried he- “  M ongol Rao, who found shelter in the 
fore the king, who swore he would pnt all wilds of the Garah, crossed that stream and 
his family to death if he did not produce subjugated a new territory. A t  this period, 
the young princes o f Salhahana. The the tribe of Baraha* inhabited the banks o f
alarmed banker protested he had no chil- the river ; beyond them were the Boota Raj- 
dreti o f  the Raja’s, for that the infants who pools of Bootaban.f In Poogul dwelt the 
enjoyed his protection were the offspring o f Pramara in Dhat the Soda§ race ; and 
a Bhomia, who had fled, on the invasion, the Lodrajj Rajpoots in Lodorva. Here 
deeply in his debt. But the king ordered Mungul Rao found security, and with the 
him to produce thorn ; he demanded the sanction of the Soda prince, he fixed his 
name o f their village, sent for the Bhotmas, future abode in the centre o f  the lands o f
belonging to it, and not only made the royal the Lodras, the Barahas, and the Sodas. On
infant”  o f Salhahana eat with them, but the death of Mungul Rao, he was succeeded 

marry their daughters. The banker had no by
alternative to save their lives hut to consent: “  Mujum Rao, who escaped from Salba-'
they were brought forth in the peasant’s hanpoor with his father. He was recognized ' \
garb, ate with the husbandmen (Juts), and by all the neighbouring princes, who sent 
were married to their daughters. Thus the the usual presents on his accession, and the 

— ,____ _— ------—— ---------  r—— —--------  Soda prince o f  Amerkote made an offer o f  . \
In that Sketch,1 hesitated not;to say, that the J ™  his daughter in marriage, which was,, accept- 
not personal, but arose from bis being ine mm or the »  °  1 *
Takshae or Nag a, trite, which is confirmed, it is to ed, and the nuptials were solemnized at 
Baber, or rather to his translator, that ! am indebted for A  koto< H o had fchree 80n8, Rehur, 
this discovery, hi describing. the limits of Banu, Baber
thus mentions it; “ And on the west is Desht, which is Moolraj,^ and GogH.
also called Bazar and Tak ; ” to which the erudite trans- —  -----— ---------— — -— ■— —-----—------------;-----;
Inter adds, “ 'Ink is said Song to have been the capital * The names of these Rajpoot races, several of which 
of Daman." In Mr. Klphinstone's map, Bazar, which are now blotted from the page of existence, prove the 
Baber makes identical with Tak, is a few mile* north fidelity of the original manuscript. The Barahaa are 
of the city of Attoc, There is no question that both the now Mahomedans.
river and city were named after the race of Tak or + The Boota is amongst the extinct tribes.
Takshac, the Nagas, Magvansi, or ‘ make race,’ who J Poogul from the most remote times has been inhabi-
spread over India. Indeed, I would assume that the ted by the I’ramar race. It is one of the No-Koti
name of Omphis, which young Taxiies had on his father’s Maroo-ea, the nine castles of the desert.
death, is Ophis, the Greek version of Tak, the ‘ serpent.’ § The Sodas of Amerkote have inhabited the desert
The Taka appear to have been established in the same from time immemorial, and are in all probability the
regions at the earliest period. The Makabharat des- Sogdi of Alexander. See Yol. I. p. 72.
cribes the wars between Janmejaya and the Takshaes to || Lodorva will be described hereafter.
revenge on their king the death of his father Parikhit, *|f Mooiraj had three sons, Rajpal, Lohwn, and Choobar.
emperor of Indraprostha, or Delhi. The elder son had two sons, Ranno and Geegoh ; the
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“ Kehur became renowned for his exploits, on their return, Kehur laid the foundation 

Hearing of a caravan (Icafila) o f five bun- of a castle, which lie named Tmrnote in 
drod horses going from Arore* to Mooltan, honour o f  Ttmuo-devi. Ere it was cora- 
he pursued them with a chosen band dis- plefced, E ao Hujum died, 
guised as camel-merchants, and came up “ Kehur succeeded. On his accession,
with his prey across the Punjmjd,t where he Tunnote was attacked by  Jesrit, chief of 
attacked and captured it, and returned to the Barakas,* because it was erected on the 
his abode. By such exploits he became bounds o f his tribe ; hut Mooiraj defended 
known, and the coco-nut (narj-il) was sent it, and the Barakas were compelled to retire, 
to Mujum Eao, and his two elder sons, by “ On Mungulwar (Tuesday), the full-moon
Allansi Deora, of Jhalore. The nuptials of Mali, S. 7S7f (A. D. 731), the fortress of 
were celebrated with great splendour, and Tunnote was completed, and a temple erec- 
. -■ ; ____ h ■ ■ '■ ■ ■ :'1________ ______________ __ ted to Tunno-Mata. Shortly after a treaty

„ , . , ,, , _ , , of peace was formed with the Barakas, whichiirst of whom had five sons, Dhookur, Pohor, Bood;
Koolro,. Jcipai, all of Whom had ksue, and became heads was concluded by the nuptials of their chief 
of clans. The descendants of Geegoh. bore the name of tjle dftuo hfer of Mooiraj.”
Khengar (rju. chiefs of Girnar?) The annals of all _ 0
these states, abound with similar minute genealogical Having thus fairly fixed tile Yadu Bliatti
details, which to the Eajpoots arc of the highest impor- chieftain in the land of Maruca, it seems 
tanco m enabling them to trace the affinities, of families,
but which it is imperative to omit, ns they possess no a proper pon.it at which to close this mitia-
interest for the European reader, i have extracted he tory chapter with some observations on the 
names of the issue of Moolrnj to shew this. The Khan- .. .
gafsrwcre famed in tho peninsula of Saurashtta—nine of diversified history of this tribe, crowded
them ruled la Joonagur Girnar; and but for this inoi- into so small a compass j though the notes
denial relation, their origin must have ever remained „ . . ,
co ncenled from the archaeologist, as 'the race has long ® explanation, subjoined as we proceeded,
been extinct, Gn some future day I  hope to present a will render fewer remarks requisite, since
sketch of Iihengar’s palace, on the sacred mount Girnar,
to the public; their help the reader may draw Ins

* The remains of this once famous town, the ancient ----- -— i—  
capital of the upper valley of the Indus, I  had the * This shews that the Baraha tribe was of the same 
happiness tO discover by means of one of my parties, in faith with the Yadu Bhatti ; in fact«the stajr of Islam"
1811. It is the Alore of -Abultezil, the capital of Baja diduot shine in these regions for some time after, al- 
SehriS, whose kingdom extended north to Cashmere, though Omar, in the first century, had established a 
and south to the ooean ; and the Azow of D'Anville, colony of the faithful at Bek her, afterwards Mansoora. 
who, on the authority of Ebn Ilaukal, says,, “Azour of The Barabas are mentioned by Pottiager :kt his travels 
Cst presgue comparable a Multan pour la grandeur” in Baloehistan.
He adds, that AZizi places it ‘‘ trento p'arasaiiges de t  There are but six descents given from Salbahan, tho 
Mansora.'’ If Mansora is the ancient Bekher (capital leader of the Yadn Calpny from Zabulisthan in the Pun- 
of the Sogdi), we should read three instead of thirty, jab, and Kehur, the founder of their first settlement in 

+ JPu-njtiud is the name which the Indus bears imme- the desert of India, The period of the first is S. 72, 
diatoly below the point of confluence of the five streams of the other S. 787. Either names are wanting, or the 
(pimj-nadi). The mere mention of such terms as the period of Salbahan is erroneous. Kehur’s period, tn*. 
J'unjnud,.. aud the ancient Arore, stamps these annals S. 787, appears a landmark, and is borne out by mime.r- 
with authenticity, however they may be deformed by the ous subsequent most valuable synchronisms. Were we 
interpolations and anachronisms of ignorant copyists, to admit one hundred years to have elapsed between 
Of Arore, or the Punjnud, excepting the regular,fiatids, Salbahan and Kehur, it vvould make the period of ex- 
or messengers, perhaps not tyx individual living in Jes- pul sion from Zabuiisthan about S. 687, which s just 
sujiner could now speak. abo'fi the era of Mahomed,
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own conclusions as to the value of this por- the common affix o f sena), the Yadu princes 
tion o f the Bhatti annals, which may be o f Gujni, who are both stated to have had 
divided into four district epochs. conflict with the Bactrian (Khorasan) kings.

1st. That of Ileri, the ancestor of the Seestan (the region of cold, ‘  see') and both 
Yadu race. sides of the valley, were occupied in the

2nd. Their expulsion, or the voluntary earliest periods by another branch of the ,
abandonment of India by his children, with Yadus ; for the Sind-Samma dynasty was 
their relations of the Hericula and Pandu descended from Samba (which like Yadu 
races,, for the conn tries west of the Indus: became a patronymic)—of which the Greeks

; , their settlement in . Marnsthali: the found- made Sambm —and one of whoso descendants 
ing of Gujni, and combats with the kings of opposed Alexander in his progress down the 
Boom and Khorasan. * Indus- The capital of this dynasty was

3rd, Their expulsion from ■ Zabnliathan, Samma-ca-kote, or Samanagari, yet existing 
1 colonization o f the Bunjab, and creation of on the lower Indus, and which was corrupted 

the new capital of Salbahanpoor. into Mirmgara by the Greeks.
4th. Their expulsion from the Punjab, It is an interesting hypothesis, that would 

• V' and settlement in Mer, the rocky oasis of make the Chagitais descendants of the
\ Marpo, to. the e r e c t io n  of Tnnnote. Yadus.* In like manner, Bappa, the ancestor

It is the more unnecessary to enter into o f the Eanas o f Me war, ndandoned central 
greater details on these outlines of the early India after establishing his liue in Cheetore,
Yadu history, since the subject has been in and retired to Khorasan. A ll this proves 
part treated elsewhere.* A  multiplicity of that Hinduism pravailed in these distant 
scattered facts and geographical distinctions, regions, and that the intercourse was unress- 
fully warrants our assent to the general tricted between Central Asia and India, 
truth o f these records, which prove that the W e have undiscovered fields o f inquiry in 
Yadu race had dominion in central Asia, and Transoxiana, and in the still more accessi-

were agaiu, as Islami»m advanced, repelled * Wilson discovered the name of .Pandu in 
upon India. The obscure legend o f their Ptolemy’s Geography of Sogdiana; and according to

encounters with the allied Syrian and m e  ^  ^  oy Mnm and to .MnrnathaU the Panda

trian kino's would have seemed altogether and Hericularacos retired on their exile from India. If
illusory did not evidence exist that Antic- ev?r renwte ■musoiy , onptioua, we may yet ascend the ladder of Time. What
rhus the Great was slain in these very re- waa that Hamiri language,j  inscribed on the gate of
cions by  an Indo-Scv thiap prince, called by Samarkand f (Omelo.y, Eta/ HanM, p. 254.) The 
•• ’ 1 . lamented death of that enteppnzing traveller, Mr. Brown
the Greek writers Sophagasenas: a name wtenhe was about visiting Transoxiana, leaves a line
in all probability co mpounded from SooBahu field to the' adventurous. The Buddhist colossal sculp,

1 , tores and caves at Banvian, with such inscriptions aa
and his grandson Gaj (who ought havp used. they lxmy C01itaiu, are of the highest importance; and I

.■•V .:__............... ...........— —----1—  have little doubt, will he found of the same character aa
* See 11 Essay on the Hindu tod Theban Hercules,” those discovered in thye cave temples of India, attributed 

Transactions of. the Eoyal Asiatic Society, vol. iii, J to the Pandu*.
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ble region of the Punjab, where much exists but, above all~"the capital o f Taxiles. Let 
to reward the archaeologist: Salbahanpoor, us hope that, in this age of enterprise, these * 
Kampilnagari, Behera, the hill o f  Jud, per- suggestions may be followed up : we can 
haps Bucophalia,* the seven towns o f  Ooch, promise the adventurer a very different re- 

---------------_ —------- --—— ------ -------- ------------——- suit from that which tempts the explorer o f
* Innportiun of the essay “ On the Theban and barbarous Africa, for here he would pone- 

Hindu Hercules, which I suppressed as better suited to ’  ’■
an intended dissertation « On the Sepulchral Monuments trate into the first haunts o f  civilization,
(Jf the Eajpools,” where I trace a dose analogy between and mj ht solve on e  o f  the g rea t problems 
their customs and those of the Scythic and Scandinavian °  ̂  °  *
"W arriors , my p a rticu la r  a tten tion  w a s  d ra w n  to  th at which still distract mankind,
e in gu lar  m on u m en t d is co v e r e d  b y  E lp h in s to n e , ca lle d  -------------------------------------------------------------—  ----------— -
the “  Tope M a m h y m la I  h a d  b e fo re  (T ra n s . E . A .  S . Pfcalus t}ie  TCr?  s Po t  w h ere  th e  m o n u m e n t  fo u n d  b y  M r. 
v o i. i .  p . 8 3 0 ) co n je c tu re d  i t  t o  b e  on e  o f  th e  m an y  ® - ex ists , I  g a v e  u p  M enander f o r  A le x a n d e r s  h orse , 
m a u so le u m s erected  t o  M en a n d er , bu t o n  o b se rv in g  .the a n d  th is , lo n g  a n te r io r  t o  its rep orted  e x c a v a t io n  by  th e  
g e o g r a p h y  o f  St. C ro ix , in  h is  ' Excmrn CHtiyue da. O h e v . V entura , f o r  w h ose  su b seq u en t observation s w e  
Hittoriens d'Alcjandrc,’ who p laces th e  c i ty  o f  Bu.ce- ) im p a tie n t ly  w a it .
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CHAPTER II.

Rao Kehur, contemporary of the Caliph Al Walid.—Ills offspring become heads of tribes.
Kehur, the first who extended Ms conquests to the plains.—He is slain.—  Tunno succeeds.
Be assails the Barakas and Langas.— Tunnote invested by the prince of Mooltan, who is

s
defeated.—Rrn Tunno espouses the daughter o f the Boota chief .—Eis progeny.— Tunno 

finds a concealed treasure.—Erects the castle of Beejnote.— Tunno dies.—Succeeded by Beep 
Rae.— He assails the Bahara tribe, who conspire with the Langas to attach the Bhatti prince.
Treacherous massacre of Beeji Rae and his kindred,—Deoraj saved by a Brahmin.— Tun- 
note taken.—Inhabitants put to the stoord.—Deoraj joins his mother in. Bootahan.—Erects 
Deorawul, which is assailed by the Boota chief, who is circumvented and put to death by 
Deoraj.— The Bhatti prince is visited by a Jogi, whose disciple he becomes.—■Title changed 
from Rao to Raimi,—Deoraj massacres the Langas, who acknowledge Ms supremacy.—Ac­
count of the Langa tribe— Deoraj conquers Ladorva, capital of the Loclra Rajpoots.
Avenges an insult of the prince of Dhar.—Singular trait of patriotic devotion.—Assaults 
Dhar.—Returns to Lodorva.—Excavates lakes in Khadal.— Assassinated.—Succeeded by 
Mawitl Moond, who avenges his father's death.— His son Bachera espouses the daughter of 
Bullub-Sen, of Puttun Anhulwarra.— Contemporaries of Mahmoud of Gujni.— Captures 
a caravan of horses.— The Pahoo Bhattis conquer Poogidfrom the Johyas.— Doosaj, son of 
Bachera, attacks the Kheechi.es.—Proceeds with his three brothers to the land of Kher, where 
they espouse the Gohilote chief's daughters.—Important synchronisms.—Bachera dies.
Doosaj succeeds.—Attacked by (he Soda prince Hamir, in whose reign the Caggar ceased to 

flow through the, desert.— Traditional couplet.— Sons of Doosaj.— The youngest, Lanja Beeji- 
me, marries the daughter of Sidraj SotanM, king of Anhulwarra.— The other sons of Doo- 
scy.— Jesul, and Beejirae —Bhojdeo, son of Lanja Beejirge, becomes lord of Lodorva on the 
death of Doosaj.—Jesul conspires against Ms nephew Bhojdeo.— Solicits aid from the Sultan 
of Ghor, whom he joins at Arore.—Swears alligimce to the Sultan,*—Obtains his aid to 
dispossess Bhojdeo.— Lodorva attacked and plundered.—Bhojdeo slain.—Jessul becomes 
Rawul of the Bhattis.—Abandons Lodorva as too exposed,—Discovers a site for a new capi­
tal.— Prophetic inscription on the Brinmr-coond, or fountain.— Founds Jessulmer.—Jesul 
dies, and is succeeded/by Salbahan II.

The dates of the varied event* related in the terra firma of the Bhatti chronology. We 
the preceding chapter may be of doubtful may distrust the date, 3008 of Yudishthira’s 
accuracy, but we have at length arrived on era, for the victory obtained by the Jadoon
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pnno* o f Gktjni' over the kings o f Room clans, retaining the patronymic. All were
and Khorasan ;* as well as that o f S. 72 soldiers of fortune, and they conquered the
assigned,-for the exode of Salbahan and his lands of the Clmnna Rajpoots ;* but the
Yadns froVn Zabulistlian, and their coloniza- latter revenged themselves upon Kehur,.
tion o f the Punjab :f but their settlements whom they attacked and slew as he was
in the desert, and the foundation o f Tun- hunting.
note, their first seat o f power, in S. 787 Tunno succeeded. He laid waste the lauds 
(A.D. 731), are corroborated by incontro- of the Barabas,f and those of the Langaha
vertible synchronisms in almost every subse- Alooltan. But Ilusein Shah advanced 
quent reign of these annals. with the Langaha Pathans,{ clothed in

Kehur, a name highly respected in the amiour with iron helms, with the men of
history o f the Bhatti race, and whose ex- L°odi,§ of Kheeehee,|| the Khokur the
ploit has been already recorded, must Mogul, the Johya,** the Jood,** and Syed,
have been the contemporary of the cele- * The tribe of Channa is now extinct.
brated Khalif A1 Walid, the first whose t These Mo-Scythic tribes were designated by the

, names of animals. The Baraka* are the hogs; the 
arms extended to the plains ot India, and M om rin , the foxes; Takthact, the snakes; Am-a*

one of whose earliest conquests and chief 01 Asi>the horses, te.
. . „ _ t  I’hese Langaha Pathans were proselytes from the

positions was Arore, the capital ot Upper Solankl Kajpoots, one of the four Agnienla races, Pro- 
Sindle bably they inhabited the district of Lumghan, weaoof

. _  n 'the Indus. It is curious and interesting to find that
Kehur $ had five sons; VIZ. iunno, Uotl- the Solanki golra-achavya, or * genealogical creed,’

rao C h u n n u r , K a fr io , Thaem. All of them claims Lokote as their settlemen t. The use of the word 
’ 1 , 1 , „ Pathcrn by no means precludes their being Hindus,

had offspring,§ who became the beaus Ot § Baber, in his valuable Autobiography, gives us the
__ ____  _____________  names of all the tribes he met in. his passage into India,

and this enumeration goes far to prove tho authenticity 
• The emperor Baber tells ns, in his Commentaries, 0f the early annals of the Bhattis, Baber does not men- 

that the people of India apply the tem tK h on u m , to all tion ,< t!ie men 0f Doodi.”
theregious west of the Indus, || The introduction of the name of this tribe here

f Notwithstanding the lapse of eleven hundred years ja highly important, and very interesting to those who 
linco the. expulsion of the Bhattis from the Punjab, aod have studied, in the Rajpoot hards, their early history, 
in spite of the revolutions in law, language, and religion, The ba].cls 0f the Kheechees give them, this northern 
since the descendants of Salbahan abandoned that region, origin, and state that all Sindmgur, one of the do-ahch* 
yet, even to this day, there is abundant testimony in its of the Punjab, belonged to thorn.
geographical nomenclature that the Bhattis had dominion qf The Khokur is most probably the Cf-hiker. Baber 
there. We'have JPtodi Bhattia-ca, Bhatti-c.a-c.huk, m writes the name ‘ Suker,’ a singular race, and decidedly 
the very position where we should look for Salbahanpar. Scythic in their habits even in his day.
—See Elphinstoue’s Map. ** Of the Joodis and Johyaswc have already spoken

% Although 1 omit the inverted commas indicative of as inhabiting the range called in the native annals '̂inf- 
translation, the reader is to understand that what follows doo-ca-dang, and by Baber ‘the hill of Jnd,’ skirting 
is a free interpretation of the original chronicle. the Behat. The position of Behera is laid down in that

§ Ooti-rao had five sons, Sorna, Sehesi, Jeeva, Cbako, monument of genius and industry, the Memoir of Relmel 
nndUjo; their issue had the generic term of Ootirao. (who calls it Bheera), in 32° N., and 72° U)' E.; and 
It is thus their clans and tribes are multiplied ad infi/tii- by Elphinatone in 32° 10', but a whole degree further 
turn, and since the skill of the genealogist (bhat) is to tho east, or 73° 15'. This city, so often mentioned 
required to .keep them clear of incestuous marriages, in the Yadu-Bhatti annals as one of their intermediate 
even 8tmh uninteresting details have some value, as they places of repose, on their expulsion from India and 
stamp tbeir annals with authenticity, migration to Central Asia, has itg position minutely
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ail mounted on horses, to the number of ten The third son, Jeytung, had two sons, 
thousand men, to-attack the Jadoo. They Enttunsi and Chohir. The first repaired the 
reached tlio territory o f the Barahas, who ruined city of Beekurripur.* Chohir had 
joined them, and there they encamped, two sons, Kola and Gir-raj, who founded
T.uano collected his brethren around him, the towns of Kolasir and Girajsir.*
and prepared for defence. During four days The fourth son, Allun, had four sons,
they defended the castle j and on the fifth Deosi, Tirpal, Bhaoni, and lia'keoho. ■ The
tho Bao ordered the gates to be thrown open, descendants of Deosi became ..Rebarns' (who 
and with liis son, Beeji Rue, sallied out rear camels), and the issue o f Rakecho. 
sword in hand,, and attacked the besiegers, became merchants (baniahs), and are now 
The Barahas were the first to fly, and they classed amongst the Oswal tribe.f 
were soon followed by tho rest of the Asoors. Tuuno having, by the interposition of the 
The victors carried the spoils. of the field goddess Beejasenui, discovered a hidden 
into Tunnote. As soon as tho armies of treasure, erected a fortress, which he 
Mooltau and Langaba were driven off, the named JBeejnote; and in this he placed a
coco-nut came from Jeojoo, chief o f  the statue of'the goddess, on the 13 th, the en-
Bootas o f Bootahan, and tin a.dance offen- lightened part o f the month Megsir, the
Five and defensive was formed against the Rohini Nakshatra, 8. 813 (A. D. 757). He
prince of Mqoltan. died after ruling eighty years.

Tunjio had five sons, Beeji Rae, Maker, Beeji Bae succeeded in S. 870 (A, D. 814). 
tJeytung,. Allun, and Rakecho. lhe second j.je commenced his reign with the teelca-dour 
sou, Makur, had issue Maipah, who had two against his old enemies, the Barahas, whom 
sons, Mohola and Decao, the latter o f whom he defeated and plundered. In S. 892, he had
excavated the lake known by his name. a gtm |jy theJBoota queen, who was called
•Hia .issue became carpenters (sootar), and are. Beoraj. The Barahas and Langahas once 
to this day known as the ‘ Makur sootar.’ t .. ■■ .- ______ _______________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____

pointed 'out by the Emperor Baber (p. 256), who, in * These towns and lakes are well known, bat have 
his attack on the.hill tribes of Jits, Gepjurs, Gukcrs, See, been seized by Bikaner.
adjoining' Cashmere, “ expelled Hati Guker from Behreh, f The Oswal is the richest and most numerous of the 
on the .Beirut River, near the care temples of Gar-kotri eighty.four mercantile tribes of India, and is said to 
at Rilcrum,” of which the able annotator remarks, that amount to one hundred thousand families. They aro 
ns well as those of But Bamian, they were probably caiie(j, 1 OmaV from their first settlement, the town 
Budhist. Baber (p. 291) also found the Jits masters of 0f Oggj. They are all of pure Rajpoot birth,, of no 
Sialkote, most likely the Salpoor of the Inscription, single tribe, but chiefly Puars, Solanlds, and Bkattis. 
conquered from a Jit prince In the twelfth century 1̂1 profess the Jain tenets, and it is a curious fact, 
by the Patun prince, and presumed to be the jjmugh little known, that the pontiffs of that faith 
Sallbahanpoor founded by tho fugitive Yadu prince of ranst j,e geieotad from the youth of Ossi. The wealthy 
Gujni. bankers and merchants of these regions scattered

* Bootaban, probably from rann, pronounced In the throughorrt India, are all known under one denomi- 
dialect bun., the 1 wild ’ or ‘ forest ’ of Boota. nation, Marmari,- which is erroneously supposed to

t  Illegitimate children can never overcome this jy to the Jodpoor territory, whereas, in fact, it 
natural defect amongst the Rajpoots. This we find means belonging to the desert. It is singular that the 
among all classes of artisans in India, some of Itoyal but Wf.3itli of India should centre in this region of cow- 
spurious descent. parative sterility.

5L
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more united to attack the Bhatti prince ; had constructed the castle of Bhutmiir.*
but they were defeated and put to flight. Deoraj'immediately commenced erecting a
THmlinw that they could not succeed by , “ -I’ lnumg J /  * This deception practised by the Bhatti chief tw
open warfare, they had recourse to treachery. obtlun i^ a  0n which to erect a fortress is not unknown
H'tvintr under pretence o f  term inating in other parts of India, and iu more remote regions.

'  ̂ /  ■ . ■■ _ . . Biiutuair owes "its name to this expedient, from the
this long feud, invited young Deoiaj o divibior| 0ftho hale.- T̂ha etymology of Cal-
marry the daughter o f  the Baralia chief, eutta is the same, but should'be written JC/ialeutta.

' ’ , , i r> •• 'd . .  „ „  | from the cuttings of the hide (.khal). Byrs a, the castle 
the Bhattis attended, w ten jglji ‘  of Carthage, originates from the same story. If there 
ei<rhfc hundred of his kiu and clan were existed any affinity between the ancient PaK language ,

, _  . of India and the Punic or Phoenician (as the names •„
massacred. D eoi.ij escape , • of its -princes and their adjuncts of bal would indicate),
o f  the P uroh it (o f the Barahas, it is p re - amitlie letters B and ch were as little dissimilar in 

., . . . .  , , „ .„ c nnrflnpil There Punic as in Sanscrit, then Byrsa would become ehursa,
Slimed), whither he • I * ' . ‘ hide or skin,’ which might have originated the capital'

v  \ \  bbing no hope of escape, the Brahm in 0f the African Mauritania, as of the Indian Mamtban.
threw the Brahminieal thread round the Thus Mwocoo may be from of, or belonging,
tnrew xuo y 1 ,lu . . to Mara, the desert,also probably the origin of the
neck of the young prince, and iu order to jfune of Iran. The term Moor may likewise be cor-
cnnvine.e Ills Tiurauers that they were de- rnpted from Maori, and inhabitant of Maruoa, while 
convince l , . . . .  the Setirae of our Indian desert is the brother in name
ceived as to tlie object of their SScUCbj he and profession of the Saracen of Arabia, from Sehxa,
-„'f J,,wn to eat with him from the same dish, a da A  and auddnn, to assault. The Nomadic princes 
sat down to eat, ' , of Mauritania might therefore bo the Pali or shepherd
Tunnoto was invested and taken, and near ly Maruthan, the great African desert. And who

ooul in it nut to the sword, SO that the were these Phillt'a or P a l ikings of Barbary and Egypt?
, cv e iy ........... 1  ̂ . It is well known that the Barbers who inhabited.

- very name o f Bhatti was for a while extinct. Abyssinia and the south coast of the Bed Sea, migrated 
T w o ; remained for a lon g  time concealedin  to the northern coast, not only occupying it, as well

, 1 f. Unrrtli ns Mount Atlas, but pushing their tribes far into the
the territory o f  the Barahas ; but at ien 0 tn . g!.and sehra< or desert. To those colonists, that coast
ho ventured to Boota, his maternal abode, owes its name of Barbary. From the days of Solomon and

g J 1 • his ^temporary Siahao, an intimate communication 
where he had the happiness to i subsisted between the eastern coast of Africa and India;
mother who had escaped the massacre and I have already hazarded the opinion, that we must 

, ’ ' , . , ... , v i q look to this coast, of ̂ Ethiopia and Abyssinia for the Lanka
, at Tuunote. She was rejoiced to '-•••• 0f the Kameses (Rameswar) $E India, and from the former

her son’s face, and “  waved the salt over country the most skilful arehEeologisty assert that Egypt
1 . , . had her mythology, and more especially that mystery, the

llis head, then threw it into . . ' > pr0minent feature of both systems —the Phallic rites, Or
exclaimin'*, “  thus m ay y o u r  enemies melt worship of the lingam. Berber, according to Brace,

-I i means ashepherd, and as her is a ship in the language
away.” Soon tired OI. luo ol Clepen e , Of India, Berber is a shepherd in the most, literal sense 
Deoraj asked for a single village, which was and consequently the synonym of Pali. It has been assert- 

. # , " t> _f . „u :a f  ed that this race colonized these coasts of Africa from
promised; but the km ot t i e  IS  ̂ '  India about the time of Ameiwphis, iud that they are the
alarmed him, and he recalled it, and limited yksos, or ‘shepherd-kings,'who subjugated Egypt. On this 
, ,  , land Ua ho account a comparison of the ancient architectural remainshia grant to such a ' quantity ot land as he ^ ^  MUopia witb thosi; of tha aDoient
could encompass by the . thongs .cut from a Huadtis is most desirable. It is assorted, and with
sin ole buffalo’ s hide ? and this, too, in the appearance of truth, that the architecture of the Pry am ids 
smole uu •  ̂ is distinct from thp.Pliaraouic, and that they are at once
depth of the desert. For thi^ expedient he Astrnomic and Phallic. In India, the symbolic pinnacle 
was indebted to the architect Kekeya, who surmounting the temples of the sun-god are always

•V •



place o f strength which ho called after him- patron, the jogi. who had protected him
s e lf  Deogurh, or D eoraw ul,*  on M onday, th e  am on gst th e  B a ra h a s , a n d  w ho now gav e
5th of the month Mali (soodi), the Booth him the titlo of Sid. This jogi, who possessed
Nakshatra, S, 909. the art o f transmuting metals, lodged in

Soon ass the Boota chief heard that his the same house where Deoraj found
son-in-law was erecting, not a dwelling, hut protection on the massacre of his father
a castle, he sent a force to raize it. Deoraj and kindred. One day, the holy man had
despatched :hia mother with the keys to the gone abroad, leaving his jirghirkunta,
assailants, and invited the leaders to receive or'tattered doublet,’ in which was the Eas-
thc castle arid his homage; when the chief coampa, or 'elixir-vessel,’ a drop of which
men, to the number of a hundred and twenty, having fallen on the dagger of Deoraj and
entering, they where inveigled, under pre- changed it to gold, he decamped with both,
tenco of consultation, ten at a time, and each and it was by the possession of this he was
party put to death and there bodies thrown enabled to erect Deorawul. The jog i was
over the wall. Deprived of their leaders, the well aware of the chief whom he now came
rest took to fight. to visit; and he confirmed him in the possea-

Soon after, the prince was visited b y  his sion o f  the stolen property, on one condition,
——  y — -  7~ r~  7 that he should become his chela and disciple,pyramidal. If the forthcoming history or tho Berbers *
should reveal the mystery of tlxolr first settlements in and, as a token o f  submission and fidelity ,
Abyssinia, a grept object would be attained; and if search adopt the external symbols of the jo<*i. 
were made in the old cave-temples of that coast, ^ome . . .  J “
remains of the characters they used might aid in. tracing Deoraj assented, and was invested with the 
then analogy to the ancient Pali of the East: an idea jogi robe o f ochre * He placed the moodrtf 
suggested by an examination of the few characters found . . . . .
in the grand desert inhabited by the Tuaricts, which have 111 “ IS ^ho bttle horn round lus neck, and 
a certain resemblance to the Panic, find to the unknown the bandage! (langota) abou t his loins; and 
characters attributed to the Indo-Scyihic tribes of India, . , , ~ . , , . . . . , ,
as on there coins and cavp-templos. Wide asunder as are W1 0  [(uPraj 111 his hand, lie pci-
these regions, the mind that will strive to lessen the ambulated the dwellings o f his kin, excla im - 
historical separation may one day be successful, when - ,, , ,,  , ,,,, ,. , I . ... , • , ... mg, Aluc! A m  It The gourd was filedconnexion between .Aethiopia (qu ; from aditya and con- o ’  t b
tracted ait, the Sun?) aim Surashtra, ‘the land of the Sun,’ with gold and pearls; the title of Rao Was
or Sym of M ia , may become more tangible Ferishta abandoned for that o f  RawuM the teelca was
(•vide Briggs’ Translation, volav. p. 408,) quoting original # 3
authorities,says, “  inhabitants of.Selandip, or the island made on his forehead; and exacting a pledge
of Ceylon were accustomed to send vessels to the coast that theKe r ites o f  inauguration should be con-
©f Africa, to tho Red Sea, and Persian Gulf, from the .
earliest ages, and Hindu pilgrims resorted to Mecca and tinned to the latest posterity, tile Baba Ritta
Egypt for the purpose of paying adoration to the idols. (for aaoh was the jogi’s name] disappeared.
It IS related also that .this people trading from Ceylon
became converts to the true faith at so early a period a s --------------------------------------------------------- 1______ »_
tli® first caliphs,” all which confirms the fact of early * Called gecroo; garments coloured with this dye are 
intercourse between Egypt and India. worn by all classes of mendicants.

* Deorawul was one of the points of halt in Elphin- + The moodra is around prickly soed worn by the 
stone’s mission to Cabnl, This discloses to us the position ascetics as ear-rings,
of the Boota territory, and as astronomical data are }  The Supreme Being; tha universal and One God.
given, those inclined to prove or disprove the Bhatti § Mamul is still tho title of the pJrincea of Jcssulnier, as
chronology have ample means afforded, it once was that of the Mewar liouse.
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Peoraj determined to wreak liis revenge account of an entire dytuutty of this tribe as 
on .the Barahas, and he enjoyed it even “ to kings of 'Mooltan. The first;of this line o f 
stripping the scarfs from the heads of their five kings began his reign A. H. 847 

' females.”  On his return to Deorawul, he (A. D.. 1443), or thirty years anterior tb 
prepared for an attack on Langaha, the heir the death of iiawul Ohachik. The Moosjem 
of which was then on a marriage expedition historian (see Briggs’ Ferishta, vol.iv. p.388), 
at Aleepnr. There, Deoraj attacked and says that when Kliizer Elian Svud was 

, ‘ slew a thousand o f them, the rest henceforth emperor of Delhi, lie sent Shekh Yusooph
acknowledged his supremacy. The Langahas as his lieutenant to Mooltan, who gained the 
where gallant Rajpoots. esteem of the surrounding princes; amongst

As the tribe of Langaha, will form this whom was Ilae Selira, head of the tribe 
period go hand in hand in all the interna- of Langa, who came to congratulate him, 
tional wars of the Yadu-Bhattis, from their and to offer his services and a daughter in 
expulsion from the Punjab to their final marriage. The offer was accepted; constant 
settlement in the Indian desert, it is of some communication was kept tip between Soevee 
interest to trace its origin and destiny. It is and Mooltan, till at length Rae Selira dis- 
distinctly stated that, at this epoch, the closed the object o f all this solicitude ; L6 

<■ ' Langas were Rajpoots; and they are in fact threw aside the mask, Confined the Shekh,
a subdivision of the Solanki or Chalook race, send him off to Delhi, and crowned himself 
one of the four Agnicula? and it is important king of Mooltan under the title of Kootub- 
to observe that in their gotra-acharya, or u-din.
‘ genealogical creed’ ; they claim Lokotein the Ferishfa calls Rae Selira and his tribe; o f 
Punjab as their early location; in all probabi- Langa, Afghans ; and Abulfazil says, the 
lity prior to their regeneration on Mount inhabitants of Seevee were o f the Noomrie . 
Aboo, when they adopted Brahminical prim- (fox) tribe, which is assuredly one o f the most 
ciplee. From the year S. 787 (A. D. 731), numerous of the Jit or Geto race, though 
whentho castle of Tunnote was erected by they have all, since there conversion, adopted 
the leader of the Bhatti colony, down to the distinctive term of Baloch. The Bhatti
S. 1530 (A. ,D. 1474), a period o f Seven chronicle calls the Langas in one page 
hundred and forty-three years, perpetual Pathan, and in another Rajpoot, which are 
border-strife appears to have occurred be- perfectly reconcileable, and by no means in­
tween the Bhatti? and Langas, which ter- dieativfi that the Pathan or Afghan of that 
urinated in that singular combat, or duel, of early period, or even, in the time of Rae. 
tribe against tribe, during the reign of Rawul Sehra, was a Mahomedan. The title of Rae 
Ohachik, in the last-mentioned period. Shortly sufficient proof that they were even then 
after this, Baber conquered India, and Hindus. Mr. Elphinstone scouts the idea 
Mooltan became a province of the empire, o f the descent of the Afghans from the Jews; 
when the authority of tribes ceased. Ferishta, and not a trace o f  the Hebrew is found in 
however, comes to our aid and gives ua an the Pooshtoo, or language Of this tribe,

n . . . . .



although it has much affinity to the Zend and was imprisoned by its prince Brij-bhan Puar,
Sanskrit I cannot refrain from repeating and compelled to pay a ransom for his liberty.
my conviction o f the origin of the Afghans On his return to Deorawul, he showed the
from the Yadu, converted into Yakudi, or mark o f  the iron-collar to his sovereign, who
‘Jew:’ Whether these Yadus are or are not indignant at the dishonor put upon his
Yuti or Getee, remains to be proved. subject, swore he would not drink water until

To the .south of Deorawul dwelt the Lodra he had avenged the insult. But had not
Bajpoots; their capital was Lodorva, an calculated the distance between him and
immense city, having twelve gates. The his foe ; in order, however, to redeem his
family Purohit, having been offended,,took pledge, a Dhar o f clay [gar-ra-dhar) was con-
sanctuary (drqa) with Deoraj, and stimulated structed, on which he was about to wreak
him to dispossess his old masters o f  their his vengeance, but thara were Pramars in his
territory. A  marriage was proposed to ; army, who were at their post ready to defend.
Nirp-fehan, the chief of the Lodras, which their mock capital; and, as their astonished
being accepted, Deoraj, at the head of prince advanced to destroy it,they exclaimed—•
twelve hundred chosen horse, departed for Jm  puar fhyan D U r hyn
Lodorva. The gates o f the city were thrown q t j)jMr t]iyan p mr
open as the bridegroom approached; but no Dhar Unna p mr mh)n
sooner had ho entered with his suite, than Or nukyn JPuar binna Dhar,
swords were drawn, and Deoraj made him- , . , , , . , ,’ which may be thus translated:
self master of Lodorva. * He married the uWh6revet there i s  a Puar, there is a Dhar;
chiefs daughter, left a garrison in Lodorva, ^  ^  .g Dhar> ^  is ft Puar
and returned to Deorawul. Deoraj was now Therfl ig no ^  wifchoufc a Puar. neitker is 
lord of fifty-six thousand horse, and a hun- ^  a p uar without a :Dhar.»* Under their

dred thousand camels, j leaders, Tejsi and Sarung, they protected the
At this period, a merchant of Deorawul, mock j)har, and wer0 cut to pieces to the 

named Jiskurn, having gone to Dharanagari, namt,eir 0f  one hundred and twenty. Deoraj 
* We are'not told of what race \enU) was the Lodra a, ed their va]our and provided for their

atone time occupied the whole desert of India. Lodorva, children. Being tliUS released form hlS oath,
aa will be seen, became the capital of the Bhattis, until the proceeded towards Dhar, reducing thoso
founding of there last and present capital, Jessuhner} it r , ,
boastb a high antiquity, though now a ruin, occupied by a who Opposed hlS progress. .brij-fonan aetenc 6(1
few families of shepherds. Many towns throughout the D h ar during five days, and fell with eight
desalt where formerly of celebrity, but are now desolate ' .....■ •
through the conjoined causes of perpetual warfare and huudred ot hlS men ; upon whic 1 t  r J
the shifting stands. I obtained a copper-plats inscription u nfurled  the flag o f  victory and returned to
of the tenth century from Lodorva, of the period of , "j , . f  r
Keejixaj, in the ornamental Jain character; also some clay hlS late conquest, the Cl >j n
signets, given to pilgrims, hearing Jain symbols. All Deoraj hadtwo sons, Moond and Chedoo;
these relics attest the prevailing religion to have been — -------?—— ------—   ------- ----- -
Jam. * Dhar, or Dharanagari, was the most ancient capital of

f  A gross exaggeration of the annalist, ora cypher in this tribe, the most numerous of the Agnicula races. See a 
each added by the copyist, sketch of the Puars, or Prtunaras, Vol. I. P. 69.
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^  the last, b y ^  wife o f the.Baraha tribe, had and %he was inaugurated on. the, g'$di of , ' ,
five sons, whose descendants were styled Deoraj, while the Purohit and chiefs i 
Cheila -Rajpoots. Deoraj excavated several presented their offerings. The teeka-dour. 
large lakes in the territory of Khadal (in was against the assassins of his father, who 
which Deorawul is situated); one at Tunnote had congregated for defence, eight hundred 
is called Tunno-sirr ; another after himself of whom were pur, to death Rawul Moond 
Deo-sirr. Having one day gone to hunt, had one son, who was called Bachera. When 
slightly attended, he was attacked by an about fourteen years of age the coco-nut 
ambush o f the Chunua Rajpoots, and slain came form Bulhib-sen Solanki, Raja of 
with twenty-six of his attendants, after bav- Patun.* He forthwith proceeded to Patun, 
ing reigned fifty-five years. Hiskin and clans where ho married the Solanki princess, and 
shaved their locks and moustaches, except- died not long after his father.
jug,* Bachera succeeded on Saturday the, 12th ‘ -

Moond, who succeeded, and performed all Sravan, S. 1035, The same rites o f instal- s ' 
the ceremonies during the twelve days. Hav- lation were performed; the kanferra (spiff­
ing made his ablutions with the water from eared) Jogi was the first to put the regal 
sixty-eight different wells, in which were tiluc on his forehead, and ‘ his hand upon 
itnmerssed the leaves o f one hundred and his back.’ Rawul Bachera had five sons, 
ei"ht different shrubs and trees, a famale of Doosaj, Singh, Bappi Rao, tJnkho, and 
spotless virtue waved the burning frankin- Maall-Pusao; all o f whom had issue, forming 
cense over his head. Before him was placed clans.
the punj~amrit, consisting of curds, milk, A  merchant came to Lodorva with a car-
butter, sugar, and honey; likewise pearls, van o f horses, of which there was one of a
gems, the royal umbrella, the grass c a lle d --------- *— ------ r“— — — —— — —  -

, . . . r . * This affords a most important synchronism, corrobo-
dhoobj various flowers, a looking-glass, a rative of the correctness of these annals. Itaja Bullub-uen
young virgin, a chariot, a flag or banner, the of p,itun (AnhulwWraj immediately followed Chanmnd 

, . » . , n , Kae, who was dispossessed of the throne by Mahomond
vela flower, seven sorts Of grain, two. fish, a 0f Qhizni, inthc year A.D, lOll.or 8.1067. BtOtaWea
horse, a nukhunk (unknown), a bullock, a died the ;ye|| of his installation, and was succeeded by;
. , , c , ,i „  , -i r Doorlubh, whose period has also been synehronicallyshell, a lotus, a vessel o f water, the tail of feedby an inscrî ioa belonging U) the

the wild OX (chaonr), a female calf, a litter, Transactions of the Royal Asiatic Society, vol. i. p, 223,
yellow Clay, and prepared food. Then, t This date S. lOKis evidently aa orror of rhc copyist 
J J , l i J Bachera married Bullub-sens daughter in S. 1067, and
seated on the lion’s hide,— (on which were he died in S. 1100; so that it should bo cither S. 1055 or
painted the seven dwipas or continents of clear this point, as RaWnt Bachera
V "  was the opponent of Mahmoud of Ghizni in his invasion
Hindu cosmography, apparelled in the dress of India, A. H. 393, A. i>. iooO,-=S. 1065 or s. lose.
of the Jogi, and covered with ashes (bhuboot), the Samvat era being liable to a variation Of ten years 

& ’ . (Colebrooke). If we are right, a passage of Ferishta,
with the moodra on his ears),-—the white which has puzzled the translators, should ran thus:
chaonr (ox-tail) was waved over his head, “ ^ m o n d  directed his march against the Bhatti, and

_ v  ______ 7. passing Slooltan, arrived at Behera, a Bhatti city,”—
* There is no i«#«rqy#w» in liajwarra; the king never Compare Dow, vol i. p. 58, (4to. edit) and Briggs-, vol. i. 

dies. p, 38.
« *
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race so superior, that a lakh o f rupees was they espoused. “  In the land o f Kher, the
fixed as his price; the breed belonged to a Jadoon showered gold, enriching it. In the
Pathan chief, west .of the Indus. To obtain daeja (dower) with his daughter, the Gohilote
it, Doosaj and his son Uukho put themselves gave fifteen Dema^darnes, or * virgin lamp-
at the head of a baud, crossed the Indus, slew holders.’ Soon after, the Baloches made an
Gazi Khan, the Pathan. chief, and carried off inroad into the territory o f Khadal; a battle
his stud. ensued, in which five hundred were killed,

Sing had a son, Sacha-rae ; his son was and the rest fled beyond the river. Bachera
Balia, who had two sons, Ruttun and Jugga ; died, and was succeeded by
they attacked the Purihar prince Juggernath Doosaj, in the month o f  Asar, S. 110O
o f Mundore, and carried off five hundred Haruir, prince of the Sodas,# made an
camels: their descendants are styled Singrao incursion in his territories, which lie pi un-
Rajpoots. dered, Doosaj, having unavailingly remon-

Bappi Rao had two sonsjPahoo and Man- strated, reminding him o f ancient ties, he
dun. Pahoo had likewise two, Beerutn and marched into Dhat, and gained a victory.
Toolir, whose numerous issue were styled the Doosaj had two sons, Jesul and Beejiraj,
Pahoo Rajpoots. The Pahoos issued from and in his old age a third son, by a Ran aw at
their abode o f  Beekumpoor, and conquered princess o f  the house o f  Mewar, called
the lands of Johyas, as far as Devi-jhal; and Lanja Beejirae, who, when Doosaj died, was
having made Poogul* their capital, they dug placed on the throne by the nobles and civil
numerous wells in the tltul, which still go officers o f the state. Previous to his eleva-
by the name o f tho Pahoo wells. tion, lie had espoused a daughter o f  Sidraj

Near Khatoh, in the Nagora district o f  Jey Sing, Solanld. During the nuptial
Marwar, there dwelt a warrior o f the K hee- ceremonies, as the mother o f the bride was
choe tribe, named Jiddra, who often plun- marking the forehead o f  the bridegroom with
tiered even to the gates o f Poogul, slaying tho tiluk or ‘ inauguration mark,’ she ex-
many of the Jytang Ehattis. Doosaj pre- claimed, “ My son, do thou become the portal
pared a hsiVa ( ‘caravan,’) under pretence o f of the north— the barrier between us and the
making a pilgrimage to the Ganges, invaded king, whose power is becoming strong” !
unawares the Kheeehee chief’s territory, and according toWctwmneste .And to
slew him, with nine hundred o f  his men. have only to look at t&e opening the Annals of Marwar

~  . . . . .  to see that fonn its colonization by the Bahtoros, the Gohil
Doosaj, with his three brothels, went to community of Xkcrdhur was Anally extinguished. To

the land of Kher, where dwelt Pertap Sin", the generaI historian these minute facts may be unim- 
... . ”  portant, but they cease to ba so when they prove the

cinet Ot the Dcfllllotes,! whose daughters charaeterof these annals for fidelity.
~ T T ~ ~  ' '"''.V — “ * If this is thc IHamira alluded to in the Annals of
* Thw was one of the points touched At m Mr. Elphin- Bikaner, in whoso time tho Caggar river ceased to flow in 

atone s journey. these lands, we have another date assigned to a fact of
t  The chief of the Gohilotes is flow settled at the great physical importance.

Bhaouuggur at the estuary of the My hie ; where I f  Here we have another synchronism. In the Komarvul 
visited him in 1823. The migration of the family from CharUra, or history of the kings ef Aiihulwan a .Putum 
Eherdhui occurred,, about a century after that pe-od, the reign of Sidraj was from S, llfiOto S. 1201, or a . 0 .’

. . '.4



B y the princess o f Puttun he had a son, who Bhatti prince left Lodprva for Dhar at the
was named Bhojdeo, and who, by the death head o f seven hundred horse, and arrived at
o f his father when he attained the age o f  the same time with the Seesbda and Solanki
twenty-five, became lord o f  Lodorva. The princes. On his return to Lodorva, he erect-
other sons o f Doosaj were at this time ad- ed a temple to Sheslinga, close to which he 
vaneed in manhood, Jesul being thirty-five, made a lake. B y the Puar princess he had 
and Beejiraj thirty-two years o f  age. a son named Iiahir, who had two sons, Nets!

Some years before the death o f Doosaj, and Keksi.
Raedlimval Puar, son (or descendant) o f  Bhojdeo had not long occupied the gadi o f 
IJdyadit o f .Dhar, had three daughters, one o f Lodorva, when Ms uncle Jesul conspired 
whom hebetrothed to Jeipal(Ajipal) Solanld, against him ; but being always surrounded 
son o f Sidraj 5* another to Beejiraj Bhatti, by a guard o f five hundred Solanki 
and the third to the Rana o f  Cheetore. The Rajpoots, his person was unassailable. At 

' *■ * 1 this time, the prince o f Puttun was often
1094 to 1146; the point of timd intermediate between engaged with the king's troops from Tatha. 
the invasion of Mahmoud of Ghiani and the final Taa„ i  „ r  u; i , , - ,
conquest of India by Stoudin, during which there “  PÛ llanee hls Plan> detOrnunod
were many irruptions into India by the lieutenants f 0 coalesce with the king, and cause an attack
of the monarch of Ghisni There wasiu the reign of on p uttutt (Anhuiwarra), by which alone he 
Musood, in A. H. 492 (A, D, 1098), four years after the
accession of Sidraj; another in A. D. 1120, in the reign could hope for the departure of the Solanki
of Byram Shah, during which, according to M u  body-guard. Jesul, with his chief kin, escorted
the ^haznevide general, Balm, rebelled and assailed 7 3
the Hindu Rajas from Nagore, were ha established him- by two hundred horse naarched to the Pitn-
6elf 1“  all probability this is the event alluded to by the jnud , w here he saw (he k in g  o f  G h or , w ho
queen of Puttun, when she nominated the Bhatti prince , .
as her champion. had just overcome the king oi Tatha,* and

* The mention of these simultaneous intermarriages, ia placed his own garrison there, and he accom- 
three of the principal Rajpoot monarchies of that day, . . , .
via, Dhar, Puttun, and Cheetore, is important, not only Ponied nun to Arore, tho ancient capital o f
as establishing fresh synchronisms, but as disclosing tho Sind. There he unfolded his view8,and having 
intercourse between the Bhattis and tho more ancient , . „ , **
princely families of India. Udyadit Pramar has been sw oul *4 t g ia n c o t o t h e  king he obtained a

, established beyond cavil (see Trans. R, A. S, rol. i. p, force to dispossess his nephew of his territory;
223), and that of Sidraj, likewise, whose son and
successor, Ajipal, had but a short reign when he was * " T  ~ i~~- ......— —
deposed by Komarpal, whose date is also found from * At every step we see, however meagre may be the 
inscription. It,is a singular fact, that all the Rajpoot outline, the correctness of this historical sketch. It was, 
dynasties of these regions were established about the according to Ferishta, in A, H. 665 (A. X>. 1159, or S. 
same epoch, vk, I'uttun by the Churns, Cheetore by the 1215), that the prince of Ghor conquered Ghizni, and 
Gehlotes, Delhi, refoundod by the Tuara and the Bhatti immediately after overran Mooltan. and Sindh (see 
principality by the descendant of Salbahan. This was Briggs, vol. i, p. 157); and doubtless it was on this 

in the middle of the eighth century of Vicramaditya, occasion that the Bhatti prince swore allegiance to 
when 'the older Hindu governments were broken up. Shabudin, and obtained the force which drove his nephew 
The admission of the Bhatti to intermarry with their jfbrm Lodorva, which being sacked by his auxiliaries, ho 
families proves one of two facts: either that they were founded Jessulmer in S. 1212. Tho three years’ discre- 
considered Rajpoots, notwithstanding their being pancy between the Mahomodan and Hindu dates' is of 

.inhabitants of the regions beyond the Indus; or, that little consequence; but even this could be remedied,
• the families mentioned, with which they intermarried, when we recollect that tho Samvat, according to Mr,

were ludo-Scythie like themselves. Cofebrooke, is liable to a variation of ten years'
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Lodorva was encompassed, and Bhojdeo slain oribed the porphetic stanzas which the hermit

in its defence. In two days the inhabitants B M  »>ow Po5nted out to the Bhatii Prince» 
were to carry off their effects, and on the who read as> follows:
third the troops o f Ghor were permitted 1-
the license o f  plunder. Lodorva was sacked, “  Oh prince of Jidoo-vansa! come into this 
and Kureem Khan departed for Bekher with land, and on this mountain’s top erect a 
the spoils. triangular castle.

Jesul thus obtained the gadi o f Lodorva ; 2.
but it being open to invasion, he sought a spot “  Lodorva is destroyed, but only five coss 
better adapted for defence, and he found one therefrom is Jesanoh, a site o f twice its 
only five coss (ten miles) from Lodorva. strength.
Upon the summit o f a rpcky ridge, he dis- ®*
covered a Brahmin, whose solitary her- “  Prince whose name is Jesul, who will 
milage adjoined the fountain of Brimsir. be o f Yadu race, abandon Lodorpoora; he^e 
Having paid homage, and disclosed the erect thy dwelling.’
purport of his visit, the reeluse related the The hermit Eesul alone knew the existence 
history o f  the triple-peaked hill, which over- o f the fountain on whose margin these lines 
looked his hermitage. He said, that in the were engraved. A ll that he stipulated for 
Trefa, at 1 silver age,’ a celebrated ascetic himself was, that the fields to the westwaid 
called Kak, or Kaga, resided at this fountain, of the castie should retain his name, the 
affer whom, the rivulet which issued thence fields of Eesul. He foretold that the 
had its name of K aga; that the Pandu intended castle should twice and a half times 
Arjoon, with fieri Grishna, came there to be sacked; that rivers of blood would flow, 
attend a great sacrifice, on which ^occasion and that for a time all would be lost to his 
Crishna foretold that, in some distant age, a descendants.
descendant of his should erect a town on the on Ruhwar, ‘ the day of the sun, (a favorite 
margin o f that rivulet, and Should raise a day for commencing any grjnd undertaking _ 
castle on Tricula, the triplet-peaked mount* with all these tribes ), the 12 th of Bravan,
While Crishna thus prophesied, it was the enlightened half o f the moon, S. 1212
observed to him by Arjoon that the water (A . .D. llo fl), the..foundation of Jessulmer
was bad, when Crishna smote the rock with was laid, and soon the inhabitants, with all _ 
his chakra (discus), whereupon a sweet spring that was valuable, abandoned Lodorva,* and 
bubbled up, and on its margin were ins- began to erect new habitations. Jesul had 

----------- ....... - two sons, Kailun and Salbaban. H e chose
* If there wera no better support for the assumed

descent of the Bfiatti founder of Jessulmer from the    ---- —— ------------— 1----- —  ------- --------------
vadu* of the Bharat, than this prophecy, we should he .
confirmed in our suspicion that they ate a colony of the * Lodorva remains in rams; a journey ' 1 ®T 6 
YmtL and that the Brahmins took advantage d£ the afford subject-matter for *he antiquary, and enable him 
nominal resemblance to incorporate them in the Chatees to throw light upon the origin of t e la be 
Rtjmla, ox thirty-six royal race. K W’ of the Present caPltaL
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his ch ie f m in isters an d  advisers from  the o f  K h a d a l; b u t th ey  suffered for th e ir
children o f Sodil, o f  th e  P ahoo  tr ib e , w ho audacity . J e su l survived this ev e n t five years, 
becam e too pow erful. T heir old enem ies, w hen he died, and was succeeded by b is 
the C hu im a Rajpoots, aga in  invaded the lands youngest son, Salbahan the I I .

CHAPTER III.

Briliminary observations.— The early history of the Bkattis not devoid of interest. >1 races of 
their ancient manners and religion.— The chronicle resumed.*—Jesul survives the Change o f 
capital twelve years.-—The heir Kailun banished.—Salbahan, his younger brother, succeeds.
Expedition against the Cali or Cathi — Their supposed origin.—Application from the 
Yadu prince.of Badrinath for a prince to Jill the vacant gadi.—During Salbahan’s absence, 
his son Beejil usurps the gadi .—Salbahan retires to Khadal, and falls in battle against the 
Baloch.es.—Beejil commits suicide.—Kailun recalled and placed on the gadi.1—Hie ism* 
form clans,—Khizzur Khan Baloch again invades Khadal.—Kailun attacks him, and 
avenges his father's death.—  Death of Kailun.— Succeeded by ChacMJc Deo.—Tie expels the 
Chunna Rajpoots.— Defeats the Sodas of Amerleote.— The Jiahtores lately arrived in the 
desert become troublesome.—Important synchronisms.—Death of Ghachick.—He is succeded 
h/ his grandson Kurrtin, to the prejudice of the elder, Jact si, who leaves Jessulmer,—■Re­
dresses the wrongs of a Baraha, Rajpoot.—Kurrun dies.— Succeded by Lakhur Sen.—His 
imbecile character,—Replaced by his son JPoonpal, who is dethroned and banished.—Ilia* 
grandson, Raning-deo, establishes himself at Marote and Poogul. On the deposed of 
Poonpal, Jaetsi is recalled and placed on gadi.—He affords a refuge to the Burihar prince 
of Alundore, when attached by Alla-o-din.— The sons of Jaetsi. parry off the imperial 
tribute of Tatha and Mooltan.— The king ' determines to invade Jessulmer,—Jaetsi and 
1m sons prepare for the storm.—Jessulmer invested.—First assault repulsed.— The JBhattis 
keep an army in the field.—Rawid Jaetsi dies. The siege continues.— Singular friend­
ship between his son Ruttun and one of the besieging generals.— Aloolraj succeeds. General 
assault.—Again defeated.—Harrison reduced to great extremity.—  Council of war.— Deter­
mination to perform the saka.— Generous conduct of the Mahomedan friend of Ruttunto 
his sons.—Final Assault.—Rawid Aloolraj and Ruttun and theii' chief kin fall in battle,
Jessulmer taken, dismantled, and abandoned.

H a v in g  thus epitom ized the  B h a tti annals, A.D. ’ i56 ,w e shall con tinue th e  sketch to  th e  
from  th e  expulsion o f  the trib e  from  the  p resen t day , n e a rly  in the la n g u a g e  of th e  
Punjab, and  the estab lishm ent o f T un n o te  in  chronicle, add ing exp lanatory  no tes as wo 
the  In d ia n , desert, in A .D . 731, to  th e  fouu- proceed.
dation o f the ex isting  capital, Jessu lm er, in  T h e  in terval betw een the e rec tio n  of th e
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Ayt- 1
■ castle of Tunnote and the present time is I renewed in the son of .Jesul, succeeded in

exactly eleven hundred years; during which S. 1224 (A. D. 1168), His first expedition
the historical narrative, whatever may be was against the Catti or Cathi tribe, who,
its value, is at least continuous, and the under their leader, Jugbhan dwelt between
events recorded are corroborated, even in tl)e city o f Jhalore and the Aravuli.*
the darkest period, by numerous synchron- The Cathi-Rao was killed, and his horses
isms in the annals o f the other states; and and camels were carried to Jessulmer. The
viewed synoptically, it presents matter o f iame o f this exploit exalted the reputation o f
deep interest to the explorer to Indian Salbahan. He had three sous, Beejir, Banar,

 ̂ history. The period o f four hundred and and Hasso.
twenty-five years,.embraced in the preceding In th* mountains of Bhadrinath,there was
chapter, is full o f incidents. It .-is a  record of a state, whose princes were of the Jadoon
a, people who once deemed their consequence (Yadu) race, descended from the first Sal-
and their fame imperishable. And even were hahan at the period of the expulsion from
it less diversified by anecdotes Descriptive o f Gujni.f A t this time, the prince o f this
Planners, it would still possess olaims to state dying without issue, a deputation came
interest as a simple relation o f the gradual * We'.can scarcely refuse our assent to the belief,

„ . , c T , . that the Oatlvi, or Catti tribe, here mentioned, is thepeopling of a great portion of the Indian 1Tmmmt G, the JlStioa whfeh 80 opposed
desert. W e see tribes and cities disappear- Alexander. It was then located about Mooltkn, at this

ing; new races and new capitals taking their T ^ :d bjr the * *  f”  by the Bhatti was near the Aravuli, mall probability
place; and although not a syllable is written a predatory band from the region they peopled and
which bears directly upon religion, we can g:we ^  Iiaraa to> Cattiawar> “  tha Saurashtra J 1 n i peninsula,
see, incidentally, the analogy o f these Indo- '+■■ Mr. Elphinstotte enumerates the Jadoon as a sub-
Scythic, tribes, from Zabulisthan and d!iriskm of the .Eusofeye* one of the great Afghan -

tribes, who were originally located about Cabul and 
fealbahana, With the Hindu, oonfinning whati Ghizni. I could not resist surmising the probability
‘Menu says, that the Sacax,Tavams, Pehtavis, of the term Jadooa- aPPlie<3 to a subdivision of the 

, ... . Afghan race, originating from the Hindu-Seythic
and the Khasas* of Central Asia, were all Jadoon, or Yadu; whence the boasted descent of the

- Chettris or Rajpoots. Wj3 now proceed Afghans from Saul ting of the Jews (Yuhudis). The’
1 &  ' customs of the Afghans woiild support this hypothesis :

With the Chronicle. “ The Afghans (says the Emperor Baber, page 169),
Jesul, the founder of Jessulmer, survived when reduced tp extremities‘ ..in war, come into the

, .. , . , „■  presence pf th&ir enemy with grass between theirthe change of capital only twelve years. His teeth) bei„g a9 mnet ’s to sa?i <x am you„ ra, „  T,lis
cider son, Kailun, 'having given displeasure custom is entirely Rajpoot, and'over^eeurriirg in inscrip. .
, t , , . , ,  , . . .  tions recording victories. They have their bards orto the Pahoo minister, was expelled, and his . . ... “ , . ,’  1 ’ poets m like manner, of whom Mr. Elphinstone gives
younger brother placed upon the gadi, an interesting account. In features, also, they resam-
* Salbahan, a name o f celebrity in the annals, ble the Northam ^ jPoota> who liavo af ilifl0J noses, or, as Mr. Elphinstone expresses, it, In the ac-

■■■;.'  ■ — Uj— «—— ..........--------------- —    count of his journey through the desert, 11 Jewish
* There is a race in the desert, now Mahomedan, and featuresthough this might tempt one to adopt the 

called Khmas. Elphinstone mentions the Khasa-Kkel. converse of my deduction, and say, that these Yacht*
Khasgar is ‘ the region of the Kkasas,’ the C<f*ia of Ciujni were, with the Afghans, also of Yahudi origin :
Regia of Ptolemy. from the lost tribes of Israel.
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to Jeseuimer to obtain a prince to fill the men, at this time again crossed the Mehran 
vacant gadi. Hasso was accordingly sent (Indus), and invaded the land of Khadal, 
hut died just as he arrived. '.Sis' wife, who which was the second irruption since he slew 
was pregnant, was taken with the pains of Salbahan. Kailun marched against him at 
labour on the journey, and wa3 delivered of the head of seven thousand Rajpoots, arid 
a son under the shade of a palas tree, after a sever engagement, slew the Baloeh 
whence the child was called Palaseo. This leader and fifteen hundred o f las men, 
infant succeeding, the raj (principality) was Kailun ruled nineteen years, 
named after him Plaseoh* Chachick Deo succeeded* in 8, 1275 (A /D .

P r o p o s a ls  o f  m a r r ia g e  ca m e  fr o m  M a u n s i 1 2 1 9 ) .  S o o n  a ft e r  h is a c c e s s io n , h e c a r r ie d  

D e o r a  o f  S iro h i. T h e  R a w u l  le f t  J e s s u lm e r  o n  W a t  a g a in s t  th e  C lsu n n a  R a jp o o ts  (n o w  

tq  th e  c a r e  o f  h is  e ld e s t  s o n  B e e j i l .  S o o n  e x t in c t ) ,  o f  w h o m  h e  s le w  t w o  th o u sa n d , 

a ft e r  h is  d e p a r tu r e , th e  fo s t e r -b r o th e r  c a p t u r in g  fo u r t e e n  th o u sa n d  c o w s , a n d  

[dhabliae) o f  th e  y o u n g  p r in c e  p r o p a g a te d  c o m p e l l in g  th e  t r ib e  to  ta k e  r e fu g e  w it h  th e  

th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  E a w u l ’ s d e a th  in  a n  e n -  J o h y a s ,  S o o n  a fte r , th e  R a w u l  in v a d e d  

c o u n t e r  w ith  a t i g e r ,  a n d  p r o m te d  B e e jil  to  t h e  la n d s  o f  R a n a  U rns si, p r in c e  o f  th e  

a ssu m e  th e 'd ig n it y .  S a lb a h a n , o n  h is  re tu rn  S o d a s ,  w h o , th o u g h  ta k e n  b y  su rp rise , a s -  

f in d in g  h is  sea t u su rp e d , a n d  h a v in g  in  va in  s e m b le d  fo u r  th o u sa n d  h o rse  : b u t  w a s  

e x p o s tu la te d  w ith  h is  t r a i to r o u s  s o n , p r o c e e d -  d e fe a t e d ,  a n d  fo r c e d  to  f ly  f o r  s h e lte r  t o  th e  

e d  to  K h a d a l ,  o f  w h ic h  D e o r a w u l  is  th e  w a l ls  o f  h is  ca p ita l, A r n e r k o te . T h e  P u a r  

ca p ita l,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  s la in , w ith  t h r e e  w a s  g la d  to  o b ta in  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  b is  fo e  b y  

h u n d r e d  o f  h is fo l lo w e r s ,  in  r e p e l l in g  a n  ir r u p -  th e  o f fe r  o f  h is  d a u g h t e r  in  m a r r ia g e .*

tion. o f  th e  B a lo c h e s .  B e e j i l  d id  n o t  lo n g  * j n y,is single passage wo have revealed the tribe
e n jo y  th e  d ig n it y :  h a v in g  in  a  f it  o f  p a ss io n  (go t* ), rnoe (au U ), capital and proper name, of the 
■ . prince o f D hat. The Soda tribe, as before stated, is

-stru ck  th e  dhabliae, th e  b lo w  w a s  re tu rn e d , an important brsinch of the Pramsm (Puarj race, and
upon which, stung with shame and resent- witl1 ttie O m ra s  and Svomrai gave dynasties to the 

j .  . valley of Simla from the most remote period. The Soda,
tnent, he stabbed himself W ith his dagger. y have already observed, were probably the Sogdi of 

Kailun, the older brother o f Salbahan, Alexander, occupying Upper Sinde when the Macedonian 
. „  , , , ,  t , , descended (that stream. The Soomra dynasty is men-

who Was expelled by the Pahoos, was now jotted  hy Ferishta from ancient authorities, hut the
( A . I ) .  1 2 0 0 ) r e c a lle d , a n d  in s ta lle d  a t th e  Mahomediw historians knew nothing, and cared nothing,

TT ,  , . x - t t \ about Raipool; tribes. It is from such document* as these
a g e  o f  fiity. H o  had s ix  son s , Chachick D e o ,  gca t̂ere,| throughout the annals o f  these principalities,
P a lh a n , J e ic h u n d , P e e tu m s i, P e tu r a o h u n d , and from the ancient Hindu epic poems, that 1 have 

, TT " , I A h ,  ,  concentrated the “ Sketches of the Rajpoot Tribes,”
a n d  D s r a o . T h e  s e c o n d  a n d  th ir d  h a d  u u -  iDtro^UBtory to the first volume, which, however sBght
merous issue, who. are styled Jaseir and they appear, cost more research than the rest o f the book, 
c . m o o t s  1 Write this note chiefly for the,information of the
K ( patriarch of oriental Ipre on the Continent, the learned

Kllizzur Khan Baloeh, with five thousand and ingenuous De Sacy. If this Mentor ask, “  Where are
------------------------- —--------------------- -------- ------------------- - now the Sodas ?”  I reply, the esipprince of Arnerkote,

* See Mr. Elphinstone’s map for the position o f the w ith whoee ancestors Hemayoon took refpge,—in whose 
Jadoon branch of the Eusoizyes at the foot o f the cal>j ^  in the desert the great Akber was b oro ,-an d  who 
Sewalik hills, > could on the spur of the moment oppose four thousand,
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The Rahtores, recently established in the daughter, who was demanded by the Khan, 
land o f Kher, had become troublesome and being unwilling to comply, and unable 
neighbours ; Ohachick obtained the aid o f to resist, he resolved to abandon the country, 
the Sodi* troops to chastise them, and he For this purpose he prepared carriages, in 
proceeded to Jessole and Bhalotra, where which he placed his family and chattels, and 
they were established : but Ohadoo and his at night proceeded towards Jessulmer; but 
son Theedo averted his wrath by giving him the Khan, gaining intelligence of his motions, 
a daughter to wife.* intercepted the convoy. A  battle ensued, in

Kawul Ohachick ruled thirty-two years, which four hundred o f the Bara lias were 
He had only one soa, Tej Rao, who died at killed, and his daughter and other females 
the age o f forty-two, from the small-pox, wero carried off. The afflicted Baraha con- 
leaving two sons, Jaetsi and Kurrun, To tinned his route to Jessulmer, and related 
the youngest the Rawul was much attached; his distress to Kawul Kurrun, who imme- 
and having convened the chiefs around his diatelyput himself at the head o f his followers, 
death-bed, he entreated they would accede attacked the Khan, whom he slew, with three 
to his last wish, that his youngest grandson thousand of his people, and re-inducted the 
might be his successor. Bhoinia in his possessions, Kurrun ruled

Kurrun having succeeded, his elder twenty-eight years, and was succeeded by his 
brother, Jaetsi, abandoned his country, and son,
took service with the Malioraedans in Lakhun Sen, in S. 1327 (A. D. 1271). He
Guzerat. About this time, Mozuffer Khan, was so great a simpleton, that when the
who occupied Nagore with five thousand jackals howled at night, being told that it
horse, committed great outrages. There was was from being cold, he ordered quilted dross-
a Bhomia of the Baraha tribe, named Bha- Q$s(duglas) to be prepared for them. A s the
gaoti-dus, who resided fifteen eoss from howling still continued, although he was
Nagore, and was master of one thousand assured his orders liad been fulfilled, he
five hundred horse. He had an only commanded houses to be built for the animals
horac to invasion, lms only one single town, that of Chore, in the royal preserves (rumna), many of 
left to him. The Bah tores, who, ia the time of Urmsi , . . , . r 1 1  .1 „ ,
^ana and Rawul Ohachick, were hardly known ia which yet remam. Lakhun was the contem-
Marude-s, have their flag waving on the battlements of porary o f  Kanirdeo Soiligurra, whose life 
the “ immortal castle ” (u.mrouU) and the Ameers of wasj 8avoJ (LaUhun>s) wife’8 knowledge
foinde have incorporated the greater part, of Dhat with J °
their state of Hydrabad. of omens. Lakh un was ruled by this Rani,

* To those interested in the migration of these tribes, , . . , , , ., ,,, .. , ,
it mast be gratifying to see these annals thus synchronic- wllO WaB of til© Soda tube. She invited .let
ally corroborating each other. About two centuries brethem from Amerkote; but the madman, 
before this, in the regies* of Doosai, when the Bhatti , , , , .
capital was at Bodorva, an attack was made on the land her husband, put them to death, and threw
of Kher then occupied by the Gohiiotes, who were, as their bodies over the walls. He was allow -
reilated ia the Annals of Marwar, dispossesd by the , , . . .  . _ i„  . . . . , A ,  1 , • ed to rule four years, and was then replacedllahtores. Si one but an inquirer into these annals of the J ’ r
desert tribes can conceive the satisfaction arising from b y  his son,
*ueh confirmations. Poonpal. This prince was of a temper so
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violent that the nobles dethroned him, and sure and valuables,, was at Bekher in progress 
recalled the exiled Jaetsi from Guzzerat, to the king at Delhi. The sons o f Jaetsi 
Poonpal had a residence assigned him in a determined to lay an ambush and capture 
remote quarter o f  the state. He had a son, the tribute. Disguised as grain-merchants, 
Lakumsi, who had a son called Rao Raning- with seven thousand horse and twelve 
deo, who by a stratagem pointed out a by hundred camels, they set out on their expe - 
Khurl# Rajpoot, took Marote from the ditiori, and on the banks o f the Punjnud 
Johyas, and Poogul from the Thorns, thieves found the convoy, escorted by four hundred 
by profession, whose chief, styled Rao, he Mogul and the like number o f Pathan horse, 
made captive; and in Poogul he settled his The Bhattis encamped near the convoy; and 
family. Rao Raning had a son called >n the night they rose upon and slew the 
Sadool, who alternately bathed in the sea o f escort, carrying the treasure to Jessulmer. 
pleasure, and straggled in that o f action: to The survivors carried the news to the king, 
their reatreat the father and son conveyed w^° prepared to punish this insult. When 
the spoils seized from all around them. tidings reached Rawul Jaetsi that the king

Jaetsi obtained the gadi in 8. 1332 (A .D . was encamped on the Anasagur at Ajmer, he 
1276). He had two sons, Moolraj and prepared Jessulmer for defence. He laid in 
Rnttunsi. Deoraj, the son o f Moolraj, es- immense stores o f grain, and deposited all 
poused the daughter of the Sonigurra chief round the ramparts of the fort large round 
o f Jhalore. Mahomed [K hooni] Padsha in- stones to hurl on the besiegers. A ll the 
vaded the dominions of Kana Roopsi, the the infirm, and' his female grand-
Purihar prince o f  Mmidore,f who, when de- children, were removed into the interior o f  
foated, fled with his twelve daughters, and the desert, while the country around the ca- 
found refuge with the 'Rawul, who gave him piM  for many miles was laid waste, and the 
Baroo as a residence. towns made desolate. The Rawul, with his

Deoraj, by his Sonigurra wife, had three tw0 elder sons and five thousand warriors, 
sons, Janghan, Sirwun, and Hamir. This remained inside for the defence o f the castle, 
Hamir was a mighty warrior, who attacked wWl0 Deoraj and Hamir formed an army to 
Kompoh Sen o f Mehwo, and plundered his act against the enemy from without. Tho 
lands. Ho had issue three sons, Jaito, Loon- su^an m person remained at Ajmer, and sent 
kurn, and Mairoo. At this period, Ghori forward an immense force o f Khorasanis and 
AHa-oo-din commenced the war against the Eoreishes, cased in steel armour, “ who rolled 
castles o f India. The tribute o f  Tatha and onhketho clouds in Bhadoon.”  The fifty- 
Mooltan, consisting o f fifteen hundred horses s*s ^aslions were maimed, and three thou- 
and fifteen hundred mules laiden with trea- sail(  ̂ 9eyen hundred * heroes distributed

------— ------------------------------ ------- —  --------- -—  amongst them for their defence* while two
* ™ s Wba is anl:nown t0 Ceuta*1 Indio, thousand remained in reserve to succour tho
t  -fiw title, tribe, and capital of this race, shew that y, .

the Bhattis were intimately connected with the neighbour. Pomt3 attack e-1. During the first week 
iKgstates‘ besiegers formed their entrench-



meats, seven fheusjyid Moosulmans were person. The attack took place; it was 
slain, and Meer Mohabel and Alii Khan re- fierce, but the defence was obstinate, and 
m&ined on the field of battle. For two the assailants were beaten back with the loss 
years the invaders were confined to their of nine thousand men. But the foe obtained 
camp by Deoraj and Ilamir, who kept the reinforcements, and towards the conclusion 
field, after cutting off their supplies, which of the year, the garrison was reduced to the 
came from Mundore, while the garrison was greatest privations, and the blockade being 
abundantly furnished from Khadal, Barmair, perfect, Moolraj assembled his kinsmen and 
and Dhat. Eight years** had the siege lasted thus addressed them: fs For so many years 
when Rawed Jaetsi died, and his body was we have defended our dwellings ; but our 
burnt inside the fort supplies are expended, and there is no

During this lengthened siege, Ruttunsi had passage for more. What is to be done?” 
formed a friendship with the Nawab Ma- The chiefs, Sehir and Bikumsx, replied, “  a 
boob Khan, and they had daily friendly saka must take place ; we must sacrifice 
meetings under a khaijra-tree, between the ourselvesbut  that same day the royal 
advanced posts, each attended by a few army, unaware of the distress of the besieged, 
followers. They played at chess together, retreated.
and interchanged expressions of mutual es- The .friend of Ruttunsi had a younger 
teem. But when, duty called them to oppose brother, who, on the retreat of the royal 
each other in arms, the whole world was forces, was carried inside the fort, when 
enamoured with their heroic courtesy. Jaetsi seeing the real state of things, he escaped 
had ruled eighteen years when he died. and conveyed intelligence of it, upon which

Moolraj III., in 8. 1350 (A. D. 1294), the siege was renewed, Moolraj reproached 
ascended the gadi surrounded by foes. On his brother as the cause of this evil, and 
this occasion, the customary rejoicings on asked what was fit to be done ? to which 
installation took place, at the moment when Ruttunsi replied, “  there is but one path 
the two friends, Ruttunsi and Maboob Khan, open ; to immolate the females, to destroy 
had met, as usual, under “the khaijra tree, by fire and water whatever is destructible,
The cause of rejoicing being explained to and to burry what is not ; then open wide 
the Nawab, he observed that the Sooltan the gates, and sword in hand rush upon the 
had heard of, and was offended with, these foe, and thus attain swerga” The chiefs 
meetings, to which he attributed the pro- were assembled; all were unanimous to 
tracted defence of the castle, and acquainted make Jem-nuggur resplendent by their deeds,
Ruttunsi that next day a general assault and preserve the honour of the Jadoo race, 
was commanded, which he should lead in Moolraj thus replied : M you are of a warlike
-------------------- __--------- ------i.---------------- ,-----  race, and strong are your arms in the cause

* This can moan nothing more than that desultory of your prince ; what heroes excel you, who
attacks were carried on against the Bhatti capital. It is thus tread in the Chetrie’s path ? In  batt le, 
certain that Alla never earned his arms in persons against 1 ’
Jisjsuinier. not even the elephant could stand before yon.
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1'or the maintenance of my honour the sword and having cased themselves in armour and
is in your hands ; let Jessulmer be illumined put on the saffron robe, they bound the morf 
by its blows upon the foe.” Having thus (crown) around their heads, and embraced 
inspired the chiefs and men, Moolraj and each other for the last time. Thus they 
Ruttttn repaired to the palace o f their queens, awaited, the hour of battle. Three thousand 
They told them to take the sohag* and eight hundred warriors, with faces red with 
prepare to meet in heaven, while they gave wrath, prepared to die with their chiefs, 
up their lives in defence of their honour and Ruttunsi had two sons, named (Tarsi and 
their faith. Smiling, the Soda Rani, replied, Kanur, the eldest only twelve years of age.
“  (h*8 tight we shall prepare, and by the He wished to save them from the impending 
morning’s light we shall be inhabitants oi havoc, and applied to his courteous foeman. 
merga (heaven) ; and thus it was with the The Mooslem chief swore he would protect 
chiefs and all their wives. The night was them, and sent two confidential servants to 
passed together for the last time in prepara- receive the trust; to whom, bidding them a 
tion iorthe awful morn. It came; ablutions Just farewell, their father consigned them, 
and prayers weie finished, and at the Raj~ "When they reached the royal camp they 
divara\ were convened bala.prude, and bridu.* were kindly welcomed by -Nawab, who,
1 hey bade a last farewell to all their kin; putting his hand upon their heads, soothed 
the johur commenced, and twenty-four them, and appointed two Brahmins to guard, 
thousand females, from infancy to old age, feed? and instruct them- 
surrendered their lives, some by the sword, On the morrow, the army o f the Sooltan 
others in the volcano of fire. Blood flowed advanced to the assault. The gates were 
in torrents, while the smoke o f  the pyre thrown wide, and the fight began. Ruttun 
ascended to the heavens : not one feared was lost on the sea of of battle; but one hun- 
to die, every valuable was consumed with dral and twenty Meers fell before his sword 
them, not the worth of straw was preserved ere he lay in the field. Moolraj plied his lance 
for the foe. This work done, the brothers on the bodies o f the barbarians: the field swam 
looked upon the spectacle with horror. Life in blood. The unclean spirits were gorged 
was now a burthen, and they prepared to with slaughter: but at length the Jidoon 
quit it. They purified themselves with water, chief fell, with seven hundred of the choice 
paid adoration to the divinity, made gifts to o f  his kin. W ith his death the battle closed; 
the poor, placed a branch of the tooltip in the victors ascended the castle, and Maboob 
their casques, the saligram\ round their neck; Khan caused the bodies of the brothers to be

* Sohagun. one who becomes sati previous to her lord's

dT w t e r a U ^ 2  r ^ f 0llr 8 Wm T *  ,  , emblematic or stone found in the Gunduc river,1 Literally, r,he royal gate an alluswn to the female have been often described>
apartments, or liaj-looa. * ... , , ,, „ .

+ ; • , . t Un two occasions the Rajpoot chieftain wears the
“  ‘  ■ “ *■ « ■ — ;•... i.i. £ * * *  z

i Tilt to r t  qualities o. to tMfri Pl„l, r t  to t  •* *“  *“
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carried from the field and ̂ burned, The salca and at length blocked up the gateways., and 
took place In S.1351, or A.t). 1295, Deoraj, dismantled and abandoned the place, which 
who commanded the force in the field, was remained long deserted, for the Bhattis had 
carried off by a, fever. The royal garrison neither means to repair the kangras (battle- 
kept possession of the castle during two years, raents), nor men to defend them,

1 . I ■  '■ ' 1 i> '
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CHAPTER IV.
1 . /  r , ! ;i „ t\s ' V , v  '

The. Rahtores o f  Mehwo settle amidst the m ins o f  Jessulmer.—  Driven out by the Bhatti chief­
tain Hoodoo, who is elected Rawul.— H e carries off the stud o f  Feeros Shah.— Second 
storm tind saka o f  Jessulmer.—  Doodog slain.— Moghul invasion o f  In d ia .—  The JihaUr 
princes obtain their liberty.— Raimtl Gursi re-establishes Jessulmer.—-Kehur, son o f  JDeoraj.
Disclosure o f  his destiny by a prodigy.— Is  adopted by the wife o f  llawul Gursi, who is 
assassinated by the tribe o f  Jesur.— Kehur proclaimed. — Beemlade becomes s a i l— The 
succession entailed on the sons o f Damir.— Matrimonial overture to Jaita froth, Mewar.—  
Engagement broken off.—  The brothers slain.— Penitential act o f  Rao Raning.— Offspring of 
Kehur.—■Soma the elder departs with his bussie and settles at Giraup.— Sons o f  Rao Rawing 
become Mooslems to avenge their father's death.— Consequent forfeiture o f  their inheritance.
They m ix with the Abhoria Bhattis.— Kailun, the third son o f  Kehur, settles in the forfeited  
larnfs.— Drives the Daliyas from  Khadal.— Kailun erects the fortress o f  Kerroh on. the 
Behah or Gant.— Assailed b y  the Johyas and Langas under Ameer Khan K om i, who is 
defeated.— Subdues the Out Mis and Mohils.— Extends his authority to the Pnnjnud.— Rao 
Kailun m arries into the Gamma fam ily. Account o f  the Samrna race.— H e seizes on the 
Samma dominions.— Makes the river Indus his boundary. Kailun dies,— Succeeded by 
Chachik.— Makes Marote his head-quarters.— League headed by the chief o f  Mooltan against 
Chachik> who invades that territory, and returns with a rich booty to M arote.— A  second- vic­
tory.— Leaves a garrison in the Punjab.— Defeats Maipal, chief o f  the Doondis.— A m i, or 
Aswini-Kote.— Its supposed position.— Anecdote.— Fm d with Satilmer.— Its consequences.
Alliance with Ilgbut Khan.— Rao Chachik invades Pceleebunga.— The Khohirs or Ghikers 
described.— The Langas drive his garrison from. Dhooniapoor.— Rao Chachik fa lls  sick. 
Challenges the prince o f  Mooltan.— Reaches Dliooniapoov.— Rites preparatory to the combat.
Worship o f  the sword.—  Chachik is slain with all lus bands.— Koombho, hitherto insane, 
avenges his father s feud.— Birsil re-establishes Dhooniapoor.— Repairs to Kerore,— Assailed 
by the Langas and Baloches.— Defeats them.— Chronicle o f  Jessulmer resumed.— Ravml 
Beo'si meets Rao Birsil on his return fro m  his expedition in the Punjab.—•Conquest o f  
Mooltan by Baber — Probable conversion o f  the Bhattis o f  the Punjab.— Ram il Bersi, Jcut, 
Noonkurn, Bheem, Munohur-das, and Subbul Sing, six generations.

Some years subsequent to tbis disastrous hundred carts o f provisions. On hearing this
event in the Bhatti annals, Jugmal, son of the Bhatti chiefs, Doodo and Tiluksipbe sons
Maloji Rahtore, chief of Mehwo, attempted a of Jesir, assembled their kinsmen, surprised
settlement amidst the ruins of Jessulmer, and the Rahtores, drove them from the castle,
brought thither a large force, with seven ;,nd captured the supplies. Doodo, for this

' * .  ' .
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exploit, was elected Rawul, and commenced sion o f  Dehli by Timoor Shall* having
the repairs o f Jessulmer, He had five sons, occurred at this time, the service o f  Gursi
Tiluksi, his brother, was renowned for his ex- were so conspicuous that, he obtained a
plaits. He despoiled the Balocb, the Man- grant of his hereditary dominions, with per-
gnleo, the Mehwo, and the Deoras and Soni- mission to re-establish Jessulmer. W ith his
gurras of Aboo and Jhalore felt his power , own kindred, and the aid o f the vassals of
He even extended his raids to Ajmer, and his friend Jugmal of Mehwo, he soon restored
carried off the stud of Eeeroz Shah from the order, and had an efficient force at command.
Anasagur (lake), " where they were accua- Hamir and his clansmen gave their allegiance
tonred °to be watered. This indignity pro- to Gursi, but the sons o f Jesir were head-
vokcd another attack upon Jessulmer, atten- strong.
ded with the same disastrous results. Again Heoraj.whomamed thedaugbtorof Roopra, 
the mka was performed, in which sixteen Kana of Mundore, who had a son named 
thousand females* were destroyed; and Ke!iUU ?%>* 'vbeti Jessulmer was about 
Hoodoo, with Tiluksi and seventeen hundred be invested by the troops o f the Sooltau, 
of the dan, fell an battle, after he had occu- was conveyed to Mundore with his mother, 
pied the gadi ten years. W hcn ° %  twelve years o f  age, he used to

On the death o f Bawul Hoodoo, iu S. accompany the cowherds o f the old Kao’s
1362(A. D. 1806), the young princes, Gursi kine, and his favourite amusement was pen- 
andK anur, by the death o f their patron ning up tho calves with twigs o f the ak, to 
Maboob, were left to the protection of imitate the picketing of horses. One day, 
his sons. Zoolficar and Gazi Khan. Kanur tired o f this occupation, young Kehur fell 
went privately to Jessulmer, and Gursi asleep upon the hole of a serpent, and the
obtained leave to proceed westward to the reptile issuing therefrom, arose and spread
Mehwo tract, where he married Bimaladevi its hood over him as he slept. A  Charm 
a widow, sister to the Rahtore, who had been (ba^  OT genealogist), passing that way, 
betorthedf to the Deora. W hile engaged reported the fact and its import immediately 

. in these nuptials, he was visited by his rela- to the liana, who, proceeding to the spot,

tion Soningdeo, a man o f gigantic strength, — ----------------------------------------- —- -
who agreed to accompany him on his return * Even these anachronisms are. proofs of the fidelity of 

_  “  m, , r  i ■ c these Annals. Ignorant native sorites, aware tut of one
to Debit. The king made trial o f US orce, gTeat Moghul invasion, consider the invader to bo
by giving him to string an iron bow sent by Timoor; but there were anmoroos Moghtil invasions dt»-

' . .  -  . , ,t. „  ring the reign of Aila-oo-din. In all probability, that for '
the king o f Khorasan, which the nervous ^  the8®vicBg rfthe Bhatti prince obtained him the
Bhatti not only bent but broke. The inva- restoration of his dominions was that of Efbak Khan,

__________  general of the King of Transoxiana, who invaded India in
.•* The Rajpoots, by their exterminating naian, facilit&t- A.H. 705 (A.D. 1308), and was so signally defeatad, t hat 

,:ed the views of the Mahomedans. In every state we read only three thousand out of fifty-seven thousand horse os- 
of these horrors, * oaped the sword, and these wore made prisoners and trod

+ The more act of being betrothed disqualifies from a to death by elephants, when pillars of skulls were erected 
second marriage: the affianced becomes a raud (widow), to commemorate tiro victory, See Briggs’ Befishta, vol. 
though a homari (maid). i. page 364,

. 'v ■ ,
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X*i found it was his own grandson whom fate J that day. Meanwhile, the partridge was

had thus pointed oat for sovereignty. Gar si, caught and found to be blind of an eye, and 
having no offspring by Bimaladevi, proposed its ovary quite filled. The next morning, as 
to her to adopt a son. All the Bhatti youth soon as they had taken horse, a tigress began
were assembled, but n'ono equalled Kehur, to roar, and the Sookuni chieftain was again
who was chosen. But the sons of Jesir called upon to expound the omen. He replied 
were displeased, and conspired to obtain that the secrets of great houses should not be 
the gadi At this time, Rawul Gum was divulged, but he desired them to despatch a 

\ in the daily habit of visiting a tank, youth,disguised as a female Nae, (barbar class),
which he was excavating, and they seized to Komultner, who there would learn the 
an occasion to assassinate him ; where— cause. Th@ youth gained admission to Rbe
upon, in order to defeat their design, ruby of Mewar’ [Lola Mewari), wtio was
Bimaladevi immediately had Kehur pro- anointing for the nuptials. He saw things 
claimed. The widowed queen of Gursi, with were not right, and returning made his report; 
the view of securing the completion of an upon hearing which, the Bhatti prince 
object which her lord had much at heart, married Marrud, the daughter of the Sattkla 
namely, finishing the lake Gursi-sirr, as well chief. The Rana was indignant at this insult, 
as to ensure protection to her adopted son but a sense of shame prevented his resenting 
Kehur, determined to protract the period of it; and instead of proclaiming the slight, he 
self-immolation ; but when six months had offered his daughter’s hand to the famous 
elapsed, and both these objects were attained, Kheechea prince, Achildas of Gagrown, and 
she finished her days on the pyre. Bimala- it was accepted* Jaita met his death, to- 
devi named the children of Hamir as the gether with his brother Loonkurn, and his 
adopted sons and successors of Kehur. These brother-m-law,in an attempt to surprise Poo- 
scma were Jaita and Loonkurn. gul; he fell with a hundred and twenty fol-

Tke coco-nut was sent by Koombho, Rana lowers. When the old Rao, Raningdeo, dis-
of Cheetore, to Jaita. The Bhatti prince covered against who'm he had thus success- 
marched for Mewar, and when within fully defended himself, he clad himself in 
twelve coss of the Aravali hills, was joined black garments, and in atonement performed 
by the famous Sankala Meeraj, chief of Sal- pilgrimage to all the shrines in India.f On 
banny. Next morning, when about to ——-------- — r--------------- —........■.. /  ■■■ ——

. , , ., , , „  * The Kheoohee prince, we may suppose, had no follow-
resume the march, a partridge began to call er skilled in omens-they lived very happily, M appears
from the right: a bad omen, which was inter- by th« Kheechee chronicle, and she bore him a son, who
preted bv the brother-in-law of the Sankala, ITimtthT S i  X T ' .  The ««mdal propagated , 1 . . .  against the ruby of Mewar ’ was no doubt anise of the

’ deeply versed in the science of the Sookuni Knnk'la chief, as the conclusion shews. However small the
and the language of birds * Jaita drew the iatri”Bi° wor0* f. *he89 anec,lotes> ^ey afford links of 

0  0 synchronisms, which constitute the value of the annals of
rein of his horse, and to avert the evil, halted all these states.

----  ----------------- •—  ----------------—- . ------- -— t Sadoo was the son and heir of Baningdeo, and it was
* It is scarcely necessary to repeat that this is a free from this portion of the Bhatti annals I extracted that 

translation of the chronicle. singular story, related at page 627, Yq1,I,, toiUuatrate

\  > .' A  , • ■ - .

V  •- v *
’ A \ \

- - 0 ANNALS OF JESSULMETL I g j



his return, he was forgiven and condoled with of the forfeited lands, and besides Beekum- 
bj Keb.ur,, poor, regained Deorawul, which had been

Kebur had eight sons: 1st. Somaji,who conquered by their ancient foes, the Dahya
had a numerous offspring, called the Soma- Rajpoots.
Bhattis; 2d. Lukmun; 3d. Kailun, who for- Kailun built a fort on the Beyah, called,. ' 
cibly seized Bockumpoor, the appanage of after his father, Kerroh, or Kerore, which 
his elder brother Soma, wno departed with again brought the Bhattis into collision with 
all his bussie* and settled at Giraup; 4th. the Johyas and Langas, whose chief, Amur 
Kilkurn; 5th. Satul, who gave Ms name to Khan Korai attacked him, but was defeated, 
an ancient town, and called it Satulmer. The Kailun became the terror of the Chahils,* 
names o f the rest were Beejo, Tunno, and the Mohila,* and Joyhas,* who lived in this 
TejsL quarter and his authority extended as far as

When the sons of Raningdeo became con- the Punjuud. Kailun married into the 
verts to Islam, in order to avenge their father’s Samma family of Jam,f and arbitrated their 
feud with the Rahtore prince of Nag ore, they “ Those three 
forfeited their inheritance of Poogul and becoming proselytes to Islamism.

Marote, and thenceforward mixed with the Mahomedan history, a* having given a |
Abhoria Bhattis, and their descendants are Sinde in modem times, is a great, branch of tho

termed Momun Bhutti. On this event, Kailun, “ d o t E t ^ c lT ^ l t S
the third son of the Rawul, took possession th« Original name of Tadus, the sons o f ’ sam* w r

bis name the patronymfc in Seiaten and tl.
“  . "  ......................  ' valley of the Indus, -3amitia.fca.kote or Sa-am" V

the influence which the females of Eajpootana have on was the capita’ «& yet exists, and ,]c A* ” on«1'
national manners, The date of this tragical event was natod the* 'of the Greeks, p Hsns, theopjpo-
8.1462, according to the Bhafcti annals; andRanaMokul neat of. is fair to in T ’ was t.he chief of
the cotemporary of Rawul Jolt and Rao Raningdeo, was tbe Sam uaba, me''a’n® 011 1je'on£*nS
on the throne of kfewar from 8 ,14M to S. 147S. The to 8m* n otw»- i£ °* Krishna, from ins
annals of this state (p.219) notice the marriage of ’the darkcomp .u son of Jatnbuvati, ono of the
‘ if%by 1 to Dhcnij, son of Acliildas, hut say nothing on eigh wives a  this deified Yadu, The Jharejftfl of: 
the other point, A vague recollection ot-some matrimo- Cutn and Jams «of Sinde and Sanrashtra arc of the 
.niftliisn.lt being offered evidently yet prevails, for when a sami stock, The Sind-Samma dynasty, on the loss of 
marriage was contracted in A,D.1821,through the author’s thefefaith and coming into contact with Islam, to 
intervention, between tne Bana of Oodipoor’s daughter whicl they became proselytes, were eager to adopt a 
and the present Rawul Guj Sing of Jessulmer, it was pedigee which might give them importance in the eyes 
given out that there was no memorial of any marriage- of thet conquerors; Sam was transformed into Jaw, and 
alliance between the two houses. After all, it may be a the iersian king, Jamshid, was adopted as the patri- 
rein-glorlous invention of the Bhatti annalist. aird'of the Sammas, in lieu of the legitimate Samba.

♦ The term btwit has been explained in Vol. I. p.134. R.rishta gives an account of this dynasty, but wa* _
The bussie is a slave in the mildest sense; one who in dis- ignorant of their origin. Ho says, “ The Zemindars of 
tiesa sells his liberty. His master cuts the ckoti, <w%ek Snde were originally of two tribes or families, bomuria 
of hair, from the centre of the head, as a mark of bondage. >nd Soomura; and the chief of the former was distm- 
Theyare transferable, like cattle. This custom prevails goished by the appellation of Jam. "—Briggs 'erishta, 
mow in the desert states than in central Rajwarrajthfire | vol. iv. p, 422, The historian admits they were Hindus 
every great man haft bis bussie, Shiam Sing Champa Wilt until A. H« 782 (A D. 1380, S. 1436); a. point o ' ttlo 
of Pokum had two hundred when he fled to Jeipoor, and doubt, as we see the Bhatti prices intermarrying with 
they all fell with him fighting against the Mahratts. AH this family about twenty yearn subsequent even to the 
cantos, Brahmins and Rajpoots, become busies; they can date assigned by Ferishta for their prose y ism. 
redeem their liberty by purchase. I may here again state, once for all, that I  append

ANNALS OF JESSULMEB. 221

56

" v  -



' 6o%\ ; ' M 1

■ 222 ANNALS OF JBSSFLM ER. Q j

disputes on succession, which had caused On his return home by Baroo, he was
much bloodshed. Shujuhit. dam, whom he accosted by a tJinj R ajpoot/ pasturing
supported, accompanied him to Marote, on an immense flock of goats, who present-
whose death, two years after, Kailim possess- ed the best of his flock and demanded
ed himself of all the Samma territory, when protection against the raids of Birjung
the Sinde river became the boundary of his liahtore. ffhis chief had wrested the celc-
dominion. Kailua died at the age o f seventy- brated fortress of Satulmer,t the abode of
two, and was succeeded by* wealthy merchants, lroin a Bhatti chief,

Chachick-deo, who made Marote his head- and extended his forays far into the desert,
quarter*, to cover his territories form the and the Jinj was one o f those who had
attacks of Mooltan, which took umbrage at suffered by his success. Not long after Rao
the return of the Bhattis across the Garah. Chachick had passed by the pastufes of the
The chief of Mooltan united in a league all Jibj, he received a visit fromhim, to complain
the ancient foes o f the Bhattis, the Langas, 0f another inroad, which had carried oft the
tijO Johyas, the Kheeches, and all the tribes identical goat, his offering. Chachick assem-
o f tll»f region. Chachick formed an army bled his kinsmen, and formed an alliance
of seventeen thousand horse and fourteen with Shoomar Khan, chief of the Seta tribe,,t
thousand'f’00L and crossed the Beyah to who came with three thousand horse, it
meet his fo03- The encounter waa desperate; was the custom of the Rahtores of Satulmer
y '^flhattis were victorious, and returned to encamp their horse at a tank some distance 
Wlt*1 8p0il to Marino, In  the year from the city, to watch, while the chief
follow!*/*, mother battle took1 1 -ce, in whiqh citizens used daily to go abroad. Chachick
seven an(j forty Bh slain, surprised and made prisoners o f the whole,
and three thous.. ^ 0f the boltair. The bankers and men o f wealth offered
L y this success, the" oonq f nahick jayo.e 8um8 for their ransom; but he would
were extended, and ho left agan  .. (ihama) no^ clt e e  them from bondage, except on
under his son in Asini-kote, beyond the GOrldition o f their settling in the territory
Bohah, and returned to Foogul. He then of Jes8ulmcr. Three hundred and sixty-
attacked Maipal, chief of the JDoondis, yhom
fie defeated. After this victory he rejaired There is no doubt that this' castle . of the Bhatti prince
to  Jessttlmer, to visit his brother Lukhun was in the Punjab; and coupled with his alliance with 

. ’ the chief of Sehat or Swat, that it is the Tchin-kot, or
reserving the produce of the lauds deptu- Ashnagur of that celebrated geographer, whence the
dent on Asini-kotef for his expenses at court, Aoesineg of the Greeks.

fe ____________ ' * I may hers repeat, that the Jinj and Johya were
no doubt branches of the same race; the Jenjuheli of 

these notes in order not to interfere with the text Baber, who locates them about the mountains of Joude.
which is abridged from the original chronicle. y How belonging to Marwsr, and on its north-

It is said that Rimnul succeeded; but this was only western frontier; hut I helive in ruins, 
to the northern portion, his appanage; he lived but J Most likely the Swatees, or people of Swat, des-
two months. eribod by Mr. Blphinatone (vol i. p. 806), as of Indian

f Position unknown, unless it he the' Tchin-hot: of D’an> origin, an d as possessing a kingdom from the Hydaspes 
ville, at the confluence of the river Cabul with the Indus, t(fJellalabad, the Suastene of Ptolemy

v  ■ vv v VA
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five heads o f families embraced this alter- Disease at length seized on Bawul Chachick, 
native., and hence Jesstilmer dates the influx' after a long course o f victorious warfare, in 
of her wealth. They were distributed over the which he subdued various tracts o f  country, 
principal cities T) coraw id. Puogul, Marote, eveu to the heart of the Punjab. In this 
& c* The three sons: of. the Ehatore were state ho determined to die as he has lived, 
also made prisoners; the two youngest were with arms in his hands; but having no foe 
released, but Mairah, the eldest, was de- near with whom to cope, he sent an embassy 
tained as a hostage for his father’s good con- to the Langa prince o f Mooltan, to beg, as 
duct. Chachick dismissed his ally, the Seta a last favour, the jood-dan, or ‘ g ift o f battle,’ 
chief, whose grand-daughter, Sonaldovi, he that his soul might escape by the steel of his 
married. The father o f  the bride, Hybat foeman, and not fall a sacrifice to slow dis- 
Khan,f gave with her in daeja (dower) fifty ease.* The prince, suspecting treachery, 
horses, thirty five slaves, four palkis, and hesitated ; but; the Bhatti messenger pledged 
two hundred female camels, and with her his word that his master only wished an 
Chachick returned to Marote. honourable death, and that be would only

Two years after this; Chachick made war bring five hundred men to the combat. The 
on Thir-raj Khokur, the chief o f Peelee- challenge being accepted, the Rawul called 
bunga,| on account of a horse stolen from a his clansmen around him, and on recounting 
Bhatti. The Khokurs were defeated and what he had done, seven hundred select Raj- 
plundered; but his old enemies the Langas, poots, who had shared in all his victories, 
taking advantage of this occasion, made head volunteered to take the last field, and make 
against Ghaehiefe, and drove his garrision mnkluf (oblation) o f their lives with their 
from the new possession o f Dhooniapoor.§ leader. Previous to setting forth, he arrang-

* It must hot 'be forgotten, that Satulmer was one ©d his affairs. His son Cluj Sing, by the
of the Bhatti castles, wrested from them by the Bah- g ^ a  Rani, he sent with her to her fathers’ 
tores, who haw greatly curtailed their frontiers. „

l Prom this and many other instances wo come to house. J.i.0 had five Other sons, vis li.oom-
the conclusion that th® Tatar or Ijulo-Seythic title of blio, Birsil, Bbeemdeo, (by Lala Rani, o f  
Khan is by no means indicative of the Hahomedan faith. a j  -l \ ■»> ,
Hero we see the daughter of the prince ol Swat, orSuyat, the boda  *«««>)> Lmtto and Rmdheer, whose
with a genuine Hindi name. mother was Soorajdevi, o f Chohan race.

piobabilty it has undergone a metamorphosis wifch the " hlS CULOSt SCO, he made heir to all. hlS 
spread or the faith, oyer these regions. As before dominions, except the land o f Khadal (whose 
mentioned, I  beiivothis race called Khohur to be the . . c , . r> n ,
Obiter, so well known to Baber, and described as chl°f  t0Wn 13 DeoraW(lI)> which he bestowed . 
his inveterate foes in all his irruptions into India, upoft Rindheer, and to both ha gave the 
Their manners, especially that distinctive mart, po-
lyandrism, mentioned by Ferahta, mark the ©hikers' as " —  -----------—------- — -— —
Ipdo-Scythie. The names of their chiefs arc decidedly * In this chivalrous challenge, or demand of the jeod- 
Hindu. They weie located with the Joudis. in the we recognize another strong trait of Scyfhie
upper part of tha Punjab, and according to Elphin- manners, as depicted by Herodotus. The ancient Gete 
stone, they retain their old position, contiguous to the ° f Transoxiana could not bear the idea of dying of dis- 
Kusofzyc Jarloons ease; a (feeling which his offspring carried with them

§ Dhooniapoor is not located, to the shores of the Baltic, to yeut-land or Jutland!

*
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t&cm, making them separata states. Birsil and then went to Kerore. His old foea, 
marched to Kerore,* his capital, at the head the Langas, under Hybat Khan, again 
of seventeen thousand men. attacked him, but they were defeated with

Meanwhile, Kawul Ohaohick inarched to great slaughter. At the same time, Husein 
Dhooniapoor, ‘to part with life.’ There he Khan Baloch invaded Beekumpoor.* 
heard that the prince of Mooltan was within Kawul Bern, who at this time occupied the 
two eoss. His soul was rejoiced; he per- gadi of Jessulmer, went forth to meet Kao 
formed, his ablutions, worshipped the swordf Birsil on his return from his expedition in 
and the gods, bestowed charity, and with- the Punjab. In S. 1530 (A ,D. 1474), he 
drew his thoughts from this world. made the gates and palace of Beekumpoor.

The battle lasted four ghurris (two hours), We may, in this place, desert the literal 
and the Jadoon prince fell with all his kin narrative of the chronicle, what follows is a 
after performing prodigies of valour. Two record of similar border-feuds and petty wars, 
thousand Khans fell beneath their swords: between ‘the sons of Kailun,’ t and the chiefs 
rivers of blood flowed in the field; but the of the Punjab, alternately invaders and 
Bhatthgained the abode of India, who shared invaded, which is pregnant with mighty 
his throne with the hero. The king crossed words and gallant deeds, but yielding no 
the Behah, and returned to Mooltan. new facts of historical value. Atjlength, the

», While Rindheer was performing at Deo- numerous offspring of Kailun separated, and
' rawul the rites of the twelve days of matum, divided amongst them the lands on both 

or ‘mourning,’ Ms elder brother, Koombho, sides of the Gbrah; and as Sultan Baber 
afflicted with insanity, rushed into the soon after this period made a final conquest 
assembly, and swore to avenge his father’s of Mooltan from the Langas, and placed 
death. That day he departed, accompanied therein his own governor, in all probability 
by a single slave, and reached the prince’s the Bhatti peesessors of Kerore-kot and 
camp. It was surrounded by a ditch eleven Dhooniapoor, as well as Poognl and Marote 
yards wide, over which the Bhatti leaped (now Mahomedans), exchanged their faith 
his horse in the dead of night, reached the (sanctioned even by Menu) for the preserva-
harem, and cut off the head of Kaloo Shah, _________
with which he rejoined his brethera at Deo-
rawul. Birsil re-established Dhooniapoor, acthSrf a C f c h S .k f ^ d ^ i i l .T S S e S !

----- ----------------- _----- -------- ---------------------- — ----------- aidored as an episode, detailing the exploits of the
* This fortress, erected by Rao Kailun, Is stated to ^aos Poogul, established by Kailun, third spn of

be twenty-two eoss, about forty miles, from Bah wulpoor; ®awul Kehur of Jessulmer. It was too essential to
- but though the direction is not stated, there is little doubt anna ŝ to be placed in a note.

of its being to the northward, most probably in that *non Tr.;i„n .. „
M e h  called Sind-S^r. l  ot "r t  •. t nmQ castles, heads of districts, mz, Afimi, or Aswini*

f Couple this martial rite with the demand oijmd-dm^ kote, Beekumpoor, Marote, Poogul, Deorawui, Kehrore
and there is an additional reason for calling these Yadus, (twenty-two ooss, or about forty miles, from Bahwul-
In lo-Scythic, See Vol. I. p. 158, for an account of the pore), Goomun, Bahun, Nadno, and Matailob, on the
worship of the sword, or Kharg-thapm, India,

#•
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tic* of their estates.* The bard is so much chronicle appears almost devoted solely to 
occupied with this Foogul branch that, the them.

h X)],,;■(> never was an Jr thing so degrading to if® passes from the main Stem, to )va wuls 
royalty as the selfish protection guaranteed to it by Jaj^ Noonkurn, Bheem, Munohur-das to 
this Lycurgns of the Hindus, who says, -‘Against mis-
fortune, let him preserve his wealth; at the expense Subbul Sing, five generations, With little
of his wealth, let him proserve his wife; but let £urfciier notice than the mere enumeration 
him at all events preserve himself, even at tjhe hazard „ „ *x.,v, . .. « , . 0  l t  _ ,
®f his wife and riches.”—Menu on Government, or on of their issue. With this last prince, Sllbbul
the Military Class. The entire history of the Raj- g ingf an important change occurred in the 
poota shews they do not pay much attention to .such w n Jition 0f  the Ehattis.
unmanly maxims. r

$-
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****».; making them separate states. Birsil and then went to Kerore. His old foes, 
inarched to Kerore,* his capital, at the head the Langas, under Hyhat Khan, again 
of seventeen thousand men. attacked him, but they were defeated with

Meanwhile, Rawul Chachick marched to great slaughter. At the same time, Husein 
Dhooniapoor, ‘to part with life.’ There he Khan Baloeh invaded Beekumpoor.* 
heard that the prince of Mooltan was within Rawul Bersi, who at this time occupied the 
two coss. His soul was rejoiced; he per- gadi of Jessulmer, went forth to meet Kao 
formed.his ablutions, worshipped the sword'f Birsil on his return from his expedition in 
and the gods, bestowed charity, and with- the Punjab. In S. 1530 (A D , 1474), he 
drew his thoughts from this world. made the gates and. palace of Beekumpoor.

The battleiasted four ghurris (two hours), We may, in this place, desert the literal 
and the Jadoon prince fell with all his kin narrative of the chronicle, what follows is a 
after performing prodigies of valour. Two record of similar border-feuds and petty wars, 
thousand Khans fell beneath their swords: between ‘ the sons of Kailun,’f  and the chiefs 
rivers of blood flowed in the field; but the of the Punjab, alternately invaders and 
BliattL gained the abode of Indra, who shared invaded, which is pregnant with mighty 
his throne with the hero. The king crossed words and gallant deeds, but yielding no 
the Behah, and returned to Mooltan. new facts of historical value. At'length, the

V While Rindheer was performing at Deo- numerous offspring of Kailun separated, and
' rawul the rites of the twelve days of matum, divided amongst them the lands on both 

o r ‘mourning,’ Ms elder brother, Koombho, sides of the Garah; and as Sultan Baber 
afflicted with insanity, rushed into the soon after this period made a final conquest 
assembly, and swore to avenge his father’s of Mooltan from the Langas, and placed 
death. That day he departed, accompanied therein his own governor, in all probability 
by a single slave, and reached the prince’s the Bhatti possessors of Kerore-kot and 
camp. It was surrounded by a ditch eleven Dhooniapoor, as well as Poogul and Marote 
yards wide, over which the Bhatti leaped (now Mahomedans), exchanged their faith 
his horse in the dead of night, reached the (sanctioned even by Menu) for the preserva- 
harem, and cut off the head of Kaloo Shah, 
with which he rejoined hie brethern at Deo-
raw u l B i r s i l  re -e s ta b lish e d  D b n n n ia n o n r  * The fowgoiag (from Pa§8 m >< foun din g theM  J31m l e est 6 ned dhooniapoor, actions of Kailun, Chachick, and Birsil, must he con-

> '—  ----------------■---------- -------- ------------ ------------ ---------- -—  sidsred as an episode, detailing the exploits of the
* This fortress, erected by Kao Kailun, is stated to ®aos Poogul, established by Kailun, third son of 

be twenty-two coss, about forty miles, from Bahwulpoor; ®awul Kehur of Jessulmer. It was too essential to 
but though the direction is not stated, there is little doubt ***« anna*8 to te placed in a note,
of its being to the northward, most probably ia that t R(m R •, , , . . . .  , . . .  „
do-aiek called Sind-Sagur. Rao Kailun had1 established his authority over

. . , ,iUia castles, heads of districts, viz. Asini, or Aswini-
I Couple this martial rite with the demand otjood-dan, kote, Beekumpoor, ilarote, Poogul, Deorawul, Kehrora 

■ and there is an additional reason for calling these Yadus, (twenty-two coss, or about forty miles, from Bahwul- 
lu lo-Scythic, See Vol.I. p. 458, for an account of the pore), Goomun, Bahun, Nadno, and Mataiioh, on the 
Worship of the sword, or Kharg-thapm, Indtii,

i(Wri 2W a n n als  o f  jessulmer. Q j
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ticxn o f  their estates.® The bard is so much chronicle appears almost devoted solely to 
occupied with this Poogul branch that the them.

There never.was any thing so degrading to He passes from the main stem, to Kawula
royalty as the selfish protection guaranteed to it by J aU Noonkurn, Bheein, Munohur-das to 
this Lycurgus of the Hindus, who says, Against mis- „ '  . ,
fortune, let him preserve his wealth; at the expense bubbul Sing, five generations, With little
of bis wealth, let him preserve his wife; but let f ujrfljer notice than the mere enumeration
him at all events preserve himself, even at the hazard . .. .  . , . _ , ,  .
©f his wife and riches.”—Jtfew* m Government, or on o f their 1SSU0. With this last prince* Lllbbul
■the Military Class. The entire history of the Raj- g jng } ail important change occurred in tho 

^ ” h7 „ S  d° *  w  political condition of l ie  BhattU.

#  . ' *!'  ’ ■ , , .  ,, : : •
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CHAPTER v,v  ■■•

Jessulmer becomes a fie f o f the empire.— Changes in the succession.—Subbul Sing serves with 
the Bhatti contingent.—His services obtain him the gadi of Jessulmer.— Boundaries o f  
Jessulmer at the period of Baber's invassion.— Subbul succeeded by his son, Umra Sing, 
who leads the fcika-dour into the Baloc/i territory.— Crowned on the field of victory.
Demands a relief from his subjects to portion his daughter.—* Puts a chief to death who 
refuses.—Revolt o f  the Chunna Rajpoots.— The Bhatti chiefs retaliate the inroads of the 
Iiahtores of Bikaner— Origin o f  frontier-feuds.— Bhattis gain a victory.— The princes of 
Jessulmer and Bikaner are involved in the feuds of their vassals.—Raja Anop Sing calls 
on his chiefs to revenge the disgrace.—Invasion o f Jessulmer.— The invaders defeated.—The 
Rawul recovers Ppoyul.—Makes Barmair tributary.— Umra dies.—Succeeded by Jeswunt.
The chronicle closes.—•Decline o f Jessulmer.— Poogul,—Barmair.— Filodi wrested from her 
by the Rahtores.— Importance o f these transactions to the British Government,— Khadal to 
the Gara seized by the Daodpotras.—AIM Sing succeeds.—His uncle, Tej Sing, usurps the 
government— The usurper assassinated during the ceremony o f  Las,— Akhi Sing recovers 
the gadi—Reigns forty years.— Bahwul Khan seises on Khadal.— Rawul Moolraj. —Suroop 
Sing Mehta made minister.— His hatred of the Bhatti nobles.— Conspiracy against him by 
the heir apparent, Roe Sing.— Deposal and confinement o f  the Rawul.— The prince pro­
claimed.— Refuses to occupy the gadi—Moolraj emancipated by a Rajpootni.— Resumption 
ofthegadh— The prince Rad Sing receives the black khelat of banishment.—Retires to 
Jodpoor. —Outlaiory of the Bhatti nobles.— Their lands sequestrated, and castles destroy­
ed.— After twelve years, restored to their lands.—Rae Sing decapitates a merchant.__
Returns to Jessidmdr.— Sent to the fortress o f Dewoh.—Salim Sing becomes minister.__
His character. Falls into the hands of his enemies, but is saved by the magnanimity of 
Zoorawur Sing.'— Flans his destruction, through his own brothers wife.— Zooraivur is 
poisoned.—The Mehta then assassinates her and her husband. Fires the castle o f  Dewoh.—
Rae Sing burnt to death— Murder of his sons.— The minister proclaims Guj Sing.
Younger sons of Moolraj fly to Bikaner.— The longest reigns in the Rajpoot annals are 
during ministerial usurpation.— Retrospective view of the Bhatti history.—Reflections.

W e have now reached that period in the Akber adopted to attach his Rajpoot vas- 
Bhatfci annals, when Shah Jeban was em- salage to the empire ; a policy pursued by 
peror o f  India. Elsewhere, we have minute- his successors. Subbul King, the first of the 
ly related the measure which the great prnces of Jessulmer, who held his dominions
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as a fief of the empire, was not the legiti- Koompawut* was entrusted with this duty, 
mate heir to the 1 gadi of Jessul.’* Muno- for the performance o f  which he received 
hurdaa had obtained the gadi by the assas- the city and domain o f Pokurn, ever since 
sination of his nephew, Rawul Nathoo, severed from Jessulmer, 
the son and heir of Bheerai, who was re- This was the first considerable abstrac* 
turning from his nuptials at Bikaner, and tion from the territories which had been 
had passed the day at Filodi, then a town o f  progressively increased by Rawul Jessul 
Jessulmer, -when poison was administered and his successors, but which have since 
to him by the hands of a female, But it was been wofully curtailed- A  short time before 
destined that the line of the ’ assassin should Baber's invasion, the dependencies ot Jee- 
xmt rule, and the dignity fell to Subbul sulmer extended on the north to the Garah 
Sing, the third in descent from Maldeo, river,f west to the Mehran or Indus ; and
second son of Rawul Noonkurn. « n the east and south> they were bounded by

The good qualities of young Subbul, and the Rahtores o f Bikaner and Marwar, who 
the bad ones o f Ramchund, son of the usurp- who had been gradually encroaching for 
©r, afforded another ground for the prefer- two centuries, and continue to do so to this
once of the former. Moreover, Subbul was day. The entire thuL o f Barmair and
nephew to the prince of Amber, under whom Kottorab, in the south, were Bhatti chief- 
he held a distinguished post in the govern- tainships, and eastward to the site of 
ment of Peshore, where ho saved the royal Bikaner itself.
treasure from being captured by the Afghan Gmra Sing, son o f  Subbul, suceeded, 
mountaineers. For this service, and being He led the tika-dour against the Balochea, 
a favourite o f  the chiefs who served with who had invaded the western tracts, and 
their contingents, the king gave Jeswunt was installed on the field of victory. Soon 
Sing of Jodpoor command to place him on after, he demanded aid from his subjects 
the gadi The celebrated Nahur Khan to portion his daughter, and being opposed
---------- —— ------------ t-----------------— ----------- —— by his Rajpoot minister, Raghonath, he put

® Noonkurn had three sons, Hur-raj, Maldeo, and ’ _  . „
kalsandas; each had issue. Hur-raj had Bheem( who sue- him to death. Ihe Uiutina KajpootS, from 
seeded Ms grandfather Noonkurn). Maldeo had Kaetsi, the north-east, having renewed their old 
who had Dialdas, father of Subbul Sing, to whom was . ,  , .. , ,  . ,, ,
given in appanage the town of Mundilla, near Pokurn. raids, he m person attacked and compelled
The third son, Kalian das, bad Munohur-dae who sue- them to give bonds, or written obligations, 
eeoded Bheom. Rarachund was the son of Munohur-das „ . » . , ,, ,
A slip from the genealogical tree will set this in dear for their fu $®w  S ° °d COnduct
light, --------------------------- ---------------*-------— ------------—

* Another synchronism (see Annals of Marwar for
1. Noonkurn. fin account of Nahur Khan) of some value, since it

-----------  -------— ,-----------------------, accounts for the first abstraction of territory by the
Hur-raj. Maldeo. Kuliandas. Eahtores from the Bhattis.

| | | j  The Garah is invariably’ called the Behah in the
2. Bheem, Kaetsi. 3, Munohurdas. chronicle. Garah, or Gharra, is so called, in all pro-

1. _  i, , bahility, from the mud (gar) suspended in its waters.
I The Garah is composed of the waters of the Behan

4. Subbul Sing. and sutlej.
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y ^ M <  Provoked by the daily encroachments of other information. Itia  but a sad record
the Kandulote Rahtores, Soonder-das and of anarchy and crime,
Dilput, chiefs of Beekumpoor, determined Soon after the death o f  Rawul Umra, 
to retaliate : «  let us get a name in the Poogul, Barmair, F ilod i, and various other 
world 'sa id  Dilput, “  and attack the lands towns and terrritories in Jessulmer, were 
o f the Rahtores.”  Accordingly they iuvad- wrested from this state by the Rahtores.* 
ed, plundered, and fired the town o f Jtijoo, The territory bordering the Garali was 
on the Bikaner frontier. The Kandnlotes taken by Daod Shan, an Afghan chieftain * 
retaliated on the towns o f Jessulmdr, and f com Shikarpoor, and it became the nucleus 
an action took place, in which the Bhattis 0f a state called after himself Daodpotra. 
were victorious, slaying two hundred o f the Jaswunt Singh succeeded. H e had fi ve 
Rahtores. The Rawul partook in the sons, Juggut Sing, who committed suicide, 
triumph o f his vassals. Raja Anop Sing o f  E suri, Sing, Tej Sing, Sirdar Sing, and 
Bikaner was then serving with the imperial Sooltan Sing. Juggut Sing had three sons, 
armies in the Dekhan. On receiving this Akhi g ing) Rood Sing> and Zoorawur Sing, 
account, he commanded his minister to issue Akhi Sing succeeded. Bood Singh died 
a summons to every Kandulote capable o f 0f the small-pox; T e j Sing, uncle to the 
carrying arms to invade Jessulmer, and Rawul) uslirped the government, and the 
take and raize Beekumpoor, or he would princes fled to Dehll to save their lives. At 
consider them traitors. 1 he minister issued this period, their grand-uncle, Hurri Sing 
the summons; every Rahtore obeyed it, (brother o f Rawul Jeswunt), was serving 
and he added, as an auxiliary, a Patliap the king, aud he returned in order to dis- 
clnef with his band from Ilissar. Rawul place the usurper. It is customary for the 
Umra collected his Bhattis around him, and prince o f  Jessulmer to go  annually in state 
instead of awaiting the attack, advanced to to the Jake Gm.si_sirrj to perform the cere- 
meet i t ; he slew many o f the chiefs, burnt mony 0{ jjCLS) or clearing away the accurnu- 
the frontier towns, and recovered Poogul, ]ation o f  m „ d nn(j  sand> The Eaj a first
forcing the Rahtore chiefs of Barmair and tafee8 ont a handful, when rich and poor 
Kottorah to renew their engagements o f follow M s example. IIurri g iog chose the

fealty and service, time when this ceremony was in progress to
, Umra had eight sons, and was succeeded ———------------------ --------------------— ------- — -

^ * The most essential use to which my labour «an
by Jeavrant, tll8 eldest, in. S. 1 i 58 (A. I), applied, is that of enabling the British Government,
17,02), whose daughter was married to the when called upon to exercise its functions, as protector 

n  r' and arbitrator of the international quarrels if Eajpoota- ■
heir-apparent o f  Mewar. na, to understand the legitimate’ and original grounds

, i_______ -  of dispute. Here we perceive the 'genn of the border*
, ,, 1 * 1 . it. feuds, which have led to oo much bloodshed between Be-

Here ends the chromcle, o f winch the kaner aarl Jessulmer) in whicih the forrBer wa8 the fmt
foregoing is an abstracts th e  concluding aggressor; but as the latter for the purpose of redeeming

of an»als »  from a MS. fam ish- t 2
1 ed by a living chronicler, corrected by remote cause in pronouncing our award.

^  ■
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.:""i!'t ..i j E - y r ' -';i...:.'.; ,..V . □ l j
'x ^5L'iiE attack the usurper. The attempt did not was allowed to escape to the female apart- 

al together succeed; but Tej Sing was so mentis; but the chieftains, well knowing 
severely wounded that he died, and was sue- they could not expect pardon from the Rawul, 
eeeded by his son, insisting on investing Rae Sing, and if

Sowae Sing, an infant of three years of he refused, on placing his brother on the 
age. Akhi Sing colleoted the Bhattis from f/adi. The an of Rae Sing was proclaimed ; 
all quarters, stormed the castle, put the but no intreaty or threat would induce-him 
infant to death, and regained his .rights. to listen to the proposal o f occupying the

Akhi Sing ruled forty years. During this throne; in lieu of which he used a pallet 
reign, Bahwul Khan, son of Daod Khan, took (khat.\ Three months and five days had 
Derawul and all the tract of Khadal, the first passed since the deposal and bondage of 
Bhatfci conquest, and added it to his new Mdolfaj, when a female resolved to emanci- 
state o f  Bahwulpoor, or Daodputra. Pa’;e him: this female was the wife of the

Moolraj succeeded in S. 1818 (A .D . 1762). chief conspirator, and confidential adviser o f 
He had three sons, Rae Sing, Jaet Sing, and the 'regent prince. This noble dame, a 
Man Sing. The unhappy choice o f  a minis- Rahtore Rajpootni, of the Maheeha clan,

’  ter by Moolraj completed the demoralization was the wife o f  Anop Sing of Jinjiniali,
of the Bhatti principality. This minister the premier noble of Jessulmcr, and who, 
was named Suroop Sing, a Bania o f the Jain wearied with the tyranny o f the minis- 
faith and Mehta family, destined to be the ter and the weakness of his ‘prince, had E  
exterminators of the laws and fortunes of the proposed the death of the one, and the 
‘ sons of Jess id.’ The cause o f hatred and deposal of the other. W e are not made 
revenue o f this son o f  commerce to the Bhatti acquainted with any reason, save that o fO
aristocracy arose out of a disgraceful dispute mamdherma or ‘  fealty,’ .which prompted
regarding a Bulhtun, a fair frail one, a the Rahtorni to rescue her prince even at
favourite of the Mehta, but who preferred the risk of her husband’s life ; but her
the Rajpoot, Sirdar Sing, of the tribe of Aef. appeal to her son Zoorawur, to perform his
The Bhatti chief carried his complaint of the duty? '« preserved, and we give it verbatim l  
minister to the heir-apparent, Rae Sing, who “ should your father oppose you, sacrifice hini 
had also cause of grievance in the reduction to your duty, and I  will mount the pyre 
of his income. It  was suggested to the with Ms corpse.” The son yielded c*bedi- 
prince to put this presumptuous minister to cnee to the injunction of his magnanimous 
death ; this was effected by the prince’s own parent, who had sufficient influence to gain 
hand, in his father’s presence ; and as the over Arjoon, the brother of her husband, as 
Mehta, in M ing, clung to Moolraj for pro- well as Megh Sing, chief o f Baroo. The 
tection, it was proposed to take off Moolraj three chieftains forced an entrance intP the 
at the same time. The proposition, however, prison where their prince was confined, who 
was rejected with horror by the prince, refused to be released from his mangles, 
whose vengeance was satisfied. The Rawul until he was told that the MahecU had 
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1 '^ 4 - P  promoted the plot for his liberty. The sound invocation «  by Moolraj I* to unloose his hold.
o f the grand nakarra, proclaiming Moolraj’s Bat the man of wealth, disregarding the appeal 
repossession o f the gqdi, awoke his son from insolently replied, u what is Moolraj to me?’,’ 
sleep; and on the herald depositing at the it was the last word he spoke ; the sword of 
side of his pallet the sable siropa* arid all Rae Sing was unsheathed, and the Bania’a 
the insignia o f exile,— the black steed and head rolled on the ground : then turning 
blaek vestments, —the prince, obeying the his horse’s head to Jeasnlmer, he exclaimed 
command o f the Rawul, clad himself therein, “  better be a slave at once, than leave on 
and accompanied by his party, bade adieu the bounty of another.’ ’ His unexpected 
to Jessulmer and took the road to Kottoroli. arrival outside his native city brought out 
When he arrived at this town, on the south- the entire population to see him. His father 
era frontier o f  the state, the chief propos- the Rawul, sent to know what had occasion­
ed to ‘ run the country but he replied, the ed his presence, and he replied, that.it was 
country was his mother, and every Rajpoot merely preparatory to pilgrimage. H e was 
his toe who injured it.” H e repaired to refused admittancej hie followers weredis- 
Jodpoor, but the chieftains abided about armed, and he was sent to reside at the 
Sheo Kottoroh and Barmair, and during the fortress o f  Dewoh, f a t h e r  with his sons 
twelve years they remained outlaws, plun- Abba Sing and Dhonkul Sing, and their 
dered even to the gates o f  Jessulmer. In  families.
the first three years they devastated the Salim Sing, who succeeded his father as 
country, their castles were dismantled, the prime minister of Jessulmer, was but eleven 
wells therein filled up, and their estates se- years of age at the time o f his murder. His 
questrated. A t the end o f  the twelva, hav- young mind appears, even at that early age, 
m g made the tilak, or oath against further to have been a hot-bed for revenge j and 
plunder, their estates were restored, and the seeds which were sown soon quickened 

: they were re-admitted into their country. into a luxuriance rarely equalled even in 
The banished prince remained two years those regions, where human life is held in 

and arhalf with Raja Beejy Bing, who treated little* estimation. Without any o f that 
hjim like a son. But he carried his arrogant daring valour which distinguishes the Raj- 
demeanour with him to Jodpoor ; for one poot, he overcame, throughout a long course 
day, a,s he was going ant to hunt, a Bania, of years, all who opposed him, uniting the 
to whhm he was indebted, seized his horse subtlety o f  the serpent to the ferocity of the 
by  the bridle, and invoking the an of Beejy tiger. In  person he was effeminate, in 
Sing, demanded payment o f his debt. The speech bland ■ pliant and courteous in 
prince, in turn, required him, with the demeanour 5 promising, without hesitation,

^Siropa  Bajpoot term for khelat, and is used *** Wlth aU th.° semblance o f sincerity,
’oy th(,se who, like tha Eana of Oodipoor, prefer tho what he never had the most remote inter]- 
vernacular dialect to the corrupt, jargon of the Islamite. ,• > » .fil c  ,. ,
Sir-o.n  (from. head’ sir, to * foot' p a )  means a com. tl0U to fu lfil  Sahm> or> as lic vvas generally 
plete dr^a; in short, cap-a-pied, designated by his tribe, the Mehta, was a
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a signal instance of a fact of which these with the elevation of mind equal to 
annals exhibit too many examples', namely whatever is recorded o f Greek or Roman 
the inadequacy o f religious professions, heroines, devoted herself, and a husband 
though o f  a severe character, as a restraint whom she loved, to the one predominant 
on moral conduct: for though the tenets sentiment of the Rajpoot, swamdherma, or 
of his faith (the Jain) imperatively prescribe * fealty to the sovereign.’ Yet had the wily 
the necessity of C harting no sentient being,”  Mehta effected the disgrace o f  this brave, 
and o f sitting in the dark rather than, by chief, to whom the Ramil owed his relea* 
luring a moth into the flame o f a lamp, from bondage and restoration to his th^ 
incur the penalty attached to the sin of and forced him to join the outlaws* ' iUf?* CJIU
inseet-inttrder, this man has sent more of the sand-hills o f  Rarmair. N o0 J  ^
«  the- sons o f JessoR” to Tamdoea,* than the paint more strongly the i n f i r ^  bretbr<Jn’ 
sword o f  their external foes during his long first o f the Bhatti chiefs ov^e ]ife o( 
administration,. He had scarcely attained f a -  ■** a 't  o f preserving; ; ^
man’s estate when tho outlawed, chiefs *v6i0 niortal .'°e, cast *ntoji;jm from fbe _ 
restored to M r  estates by ,  s in g e *  W -  «  ^  * V
volition. * *  Bhesio Stag bad — « to bet p ropbced  t a  rep “ “  * "  ^
the aodi o f  Jlavwar and the M M . ™ ,  tak™ < * « « * •  O n> »“ « <-o»d,t.oa »  
the d « » ,  • »  stipolated. their restor!11™  *» *h*chosen b y  the prince o f Jessuimer, as « «
representative, to convey his congratnla- They w e  recalled, l  ^  ^  £  * »
tiiOhs, and the tika o f acknowledgment on court a distinction rest

his succession, to Raja Beejy Sing. On his aIo“ 0’ was incarcerate, «»
return from this mission, he was waylaid and ' g
raptured by the outlawed chieftains, who Dewoh, bts eldest eon, AM,. >Smg, 
n i f t y  passed sentence of death upon the W - a p p „ c » V  the second son, I> on-

, , . - * mi , wnr(1 was kul, were left at Barmair, with the outlaw-author o f  their miseries, ihe sword was > ,
, ■ , . . . . .  , , !in „ i  ed chiefs. The Rawul, having m vainunlifted, when, f placing his tmfaan at trie ,

i feet o f Zoorawa. Sing’ he implored h i, pro- demanded bis grand-cbldrea, prepared an

tectum— and he found i t ! Such i ,  the K .j- — X » J “ ™ ' ed f  11 w“  d* “ “
pool ;— an anomaly amongst Ms specie. ; «  * “ » *  » *  * ° f ’ ’ ’ * •  a “ l’" " 1*1™
‘ , f  ,t -i.A was acceded to, and the children were givenbig character a compound of tho opposite „ . , , . , f v

, „  , .... • v np to Moolraj on the bare pledge o f Zoora-and antagomstical qualities which impel . , , >
,,. . T.et wur Sing, who guaranteed tiieir safety; andmankind to virtue and to crime. l̂ eL a? ® .. « .  . .

me r e d  to the mind o f the reader, that th e , " » «  to lh“  °* J’w o h >
the protector of this vampire « .  the where lie ,r  father was conhned S ee . a t e

n  , - i the castle was bred, and Rae om g and his virtuous son of the virtuous Rajpootm who, tne ensue » °
wile were consumed in the flames. Un

____ _______________________ ________________  escaping this danger, which was made to
* Pluto's realm. appear accidental, the young princes were
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confined in the fortress of Ramgurh, in the to nominate the youngest son o f Moolmj as 
most remote corner o f  the desert, bordering heir-apparent, was opposed by Kaitsi, as it 
the valley of Sinde, for their security and that could only be effected by the destruction 
of the Rawul (according to the Mehta’s ac- o f  the former ; and he replied, that “  no 
count), and to prevent faction from having co-operation of his should sanction the 
a nucleus around which to form. But spilling of tlio blood of any o f  his master’a 
Zoorawur, who entertained doubts o f the family.”  Salim treasured up the remem- 
* blister’s motives, reminded the Rawul that brance of this opposition to his will, though 
the 1 voper place for the heir-apparent was without any immediate sign o f  displeasure. 
the ^  -  and that his honour stood pledged Soon after, Kaitsi and his brother Suroop 
for his sat . , Th;a ^  gufficient for the were returning from a nuptial ceremony 
]«ehta, whose ^ .ndwaa instantly intent lip. at Kunero, in the district of Bhalotra, On 
on the means ^  ^  himseif 0£ so conseienti- reaching Beejoraye, on the Jessulmer fronti- 
otis an advise. jjoorawur had ■- br'ther er, where the ministers of' the Mehta’s ven- 
named Kaitsi, «  . tording to thv ' were .posted, the gallant Zoorawur
courtesy o f Bajwa ^  * adopted the mi- and tm. brother were conducted into the 
nister as her broth J Salim sounded his castle, out 0f  which their bodies were brought 
adopted sister as to a<;r w;sp to see her hus- on ly  to be l.. m l. Hearing of some intended 
hand become lord o f ^inginialli. The temp- evil to her lord, KaiUiV wife with her infant 
ter succeeded: he fut r-t3hed her wth poisoned son, Megha, sought protection in the minister’s 
comfits, which she '^ministered to the gal- own abode, where he had a double claim, ,!* 
lant Zoorawur; a/,} p er lord was inducted his adopted sistei’, to sanctuary and protec- 

iuto cl.xd' estates^ Jinginialli. H aving thus tion. For five days, the farce was kept up 
disposed o f  the soul o f  the Bhatti nobility, sending food for herself and child; but the 
he took o ff in detail the chiefs o f  Baroo, slave who conveyed it remarking, in coarse,
Dangri, and many others, chiefly by the unfeeling language, that both her husband 
same means, though some by the dagger, and her brother were with their fathers, she 
Kaitsi, who, whether innocent, or a  guilty gave a loose to grief and determiner] on re­
participant in his brother’s death, had bene- Tenge. This being reported to the Mehta, 
fited thereby, was marked in the long list he sent a dagger for her repose, 
of proscription of this fiend, who determined The princes, A bbe Sing and Dhonkul 
to exterminate every Rajpoot of note. Kaitsi Sing, confined in the fortress o f  Ramgurh, 
knew too much, and those connected with after the murder o f  Kaitsi were carried off, 
him shared in this dangerous knowledge: together with their wives and infants, by
wife, brother, son, were therefore destined poison. The m u r d e r  then proclaimed Guj 
to fall by  the same blow . The immediate Sing, the youngest but one of all the poste- 
cause o f enmity was as follows. The minis- rity o f  Moorlraj, as heir-apparent. His 
ter, who desired to set aside the claims of brothers sought security in flight from this 
the children of Rae S ing to the gadi, and fiend-like spirit o f  the minister, and arenow

• c0^ > \  ' ' '
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refugees in the Bikaner '‘territory., ‘ The fol- shew the branches so unmercifully lopped 
lowing slip from the genealogical tree ivill off by this monster;

M oolra j,

I ..T .." T  *  l
K ae King, J a e t  8 in g  (.UnaJ, M an S in g ,
p o iso n e d . liv ing , k i l le d  b y  a fa ll fr o m  b is  horse,

~ I ' _ _ __ _________I
!---------  ! I l f .

A b h e  S ing, B h o n k u l Sing, M aha S ing , T e j Sing, D e v i  S ing , G u j S in g , F n tt i  S in g ,
p o iso n e d , p o ison ed . b lin d . in  ex ile! i n  e x ile . r e ig n in g  prin ce , in  e x i le  .

Maha Sing, being blind of one eye* (Jcana) a century, and the Rawul Moolraj swayed 
could not succeed; and Man Sing being kill- the nominal sceptre of this oasis of the desert 
ed by a fall from his horse, the Mehta was upwards o f  fifty-eight years. His father j
saved the crime o f adding one more t( mortal ruled forty years, and I doubt whether, in 
murther to his crown.** all history, we can find another instance

I t  ig  a singular fact, that the longest reigns of father and son reigning for a century, 
we know of in Rajwarra occurred during This century was prolific in change to the 
ministerial usurpations. The late Maharao dynasty, whose whole history is full of 
o f Kotah occupied the gadi upwards of half strange vicissitudes. I f  we go back to Jes- 

. ... .v- .—- —  ---------——— L— — ------ -----------wunt Sing, the grandfather o f Moolraj, we
* A  person b lin d  o f  on e  eye is in com petent, to  su eceod , ' . . . , ‘  ,

a c co rd in g  to  H in du  la w . Kana is th e  n ick n a m e  g iv e n  t o  f i n d t h e  B h a t t l  p r i n c i p a l i t y  t o u c h i n g  t h e

a  person  labouring  u n d e r  this p e r s o n a l d e fect, w h ic h  Q a r a h  o n  t h e  n o r t h  w h i c h  d i v i d e d  i t  from 
te rm  is m erely  an an a g ra m  o f  m U , > t h e  eye.- T h e  lo s s  M  ^  Q n  ^  w e s t  ; t  w a 3  b o u n d e d  b y  t h e  
o f  a n  e y e  does n ot d ep rive  an oecn p a n t o f  h is righ ts— or
w h ic h  we had  a cu rious exa m p le  in  th e  siege o f  Punjnud, and thus included a narrow slip of 
t h e  im peria l c ity  of D eh li, w h ich  g a v e  rise  t o  th e  t h 0  f f l r t i I e  v a l ]  o f  Sinde . a n (J  w e  have seen 
rem a rk , th a t  th e  th re e  greatest m e n  therein  had o n ly
t h e  com p lem en t o f  on e  naan a m o n g s t  them : th a t  it stretch, at HO remote period, even to the
E m p eror  had been  deprived  o f  b o th  e y e s  by the b r u - ancjeflt capital ManSOOra, better known to the 
ta lity  o f  Gholatn K a d i r ; the b e s ie g in g  ch ie f H o lc a r  * _  , . . , .  . .
■mislam, as w as th e  de fen d er, Sir D . O ch terion y , H o i -  Hindu as Rorr-Bekher, the islandic capital ot
ca r ’s  nam e has b e co m e  synoaim ovis w i t h  kuna, and  m a n y  t h e  S o ^ d i  ( - S o d a )  o f  A l e x a n d e r .  T o t h e  s o u t h ,  
a  h o r s e ,  d og , and  m a n , blind o f  an e y e , is  ca lled  after th is  , .  . . . .  , ,

d e b a t e d  M ahatatta  leader. The H in d u s , by  what in -  $  r e s t e d  o n  D h a t ,  i n c l u d i n g  -he c a s t l e s  o f  

d u o t io u  I know  n o t ,  a tta ch  a  degree o f  m ora l obliqu ity  t o  S h e o ,  K o o t o r o h ,  a n d  B a r m a i r ,  s e i z e d  o n  b y

■ TcfuLr d S f i  M * ™  ; and in the east embraced the die-
th o u g h  to all tanas th e y  apply a n o th e r  a n d  m ore d ig n ifi-  tricts of Filodi, Po.kurn,and other parte, also 
od a p p ella tion , Sutravharya, the J u p ite r  o f  their a s tro - .  &  e s s i o u  0f  Marwar or Bikaner. The 
m y th o lo g y , w h ich  v e ry  grave p e rs o n a g e  cam e b y  h is  1
m isfortu n e  iu  no c re d ita b le  w ay ,— for, a lth ou gh  the guru, whole of the S t a t e  of Bhawulpoor is formed 
o r  sp iritua l h ea d  of the  H indu G od s, h e  set as b a d  a  Q u t  o f  t h f l  domjnion, and the Rah-
m o ra l exam ple to tfyexn as did the c la s s ica l  J u p ite ~ to
the tenants o f th e  G re e k  and Roman P a n th e o n . , tores have obtained therefrom not a small
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portion of Uieir western frontier. This That the offspring of the deified prince o f 
'abstraction of territory will account for the Dwarica, who founded Gimri and fought the 
heart-burnings and border feuds which united king o f Syria and Backtrn, should, at 
continually break out between the Blmttis length, be driven back on India, and com - 
and Ilahtores, and “  the children o f David polled to seek shelter under the sign of the 
(jjaodputras).” cross, reared amidst their sandhills by a

Could the same prophetic steel which handful of strangers, whose ancestors, when 
tarred upon the pillar of Erimsir the they were even in the maturity of their 
destinies of the grandson of the deified fieri, fame, were wandering in their native woods, 
eleven hundred years before Christ, have with painted bodies, and offering human 
subjoined to that o f  Jeasoh the fate which sacrifices to the sun-god,— more resembling 
awaited his descendant Moolraj, ho would Balsiva than Balcrishna,— these would 
doubtless have regarded the prophecy as have seemed prodigies too wild for faith, 

conveying a falsehood too gross for belief.

CHAPTER VI.

Ramil Moolraj enters into treaty with the English.— The Raja dies.— His grandson, Guj 
Sing, proclaimed. He becomes a mere puppet in the ministers hands.—  Third article o f  
the Treaty.— Inequality of the alliance. Its importance to Jessulmer.— Consequences to 
be apprehended by the British Government.— Dangers attending the enlarging the circle 
o f  our political connexions.—Importrnce of Jessulmer, in the event of Russian invasion.—  
British occupation of the valley of the Indus .considered.— Salim Sing’s administration 
resumed. His rapacity and tyranny increase.— Wishes his office to be hereditary—Report 
o f the British agent to Ids Government.— Patliwals self-exiled.—Banker’s families kept 
as hostages.—Revenues arising from confiscation.—Wealth o f the minister.— Border-feud 
detailed to exemplify the interference of the paramount power.—  The Maldotcs of Baroo.—
Their history.— Nearly exterminated by the Rahtores o f Bikaner.—Stimulated by the 
minister Salim Sing.— Cause o f this treachery.—He calls for  British interference.— Grant- 
efp __Result— Rawul Guj Sing arrives at Oodipoor.—Marries the Rang’s daughter.—
Influence of this lady.

lx  was in the Samvat (era) o f  Vicrama, year of our Lord 1818, that a treaty o f per- 
1818, that Ravral Moolraj was inaugurated petual friendship, alliance, and unity o f  
on the throne of Jessob ; and it was in the interests” was concluded between the
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Honourable East-India Company and Malta long and serious consultation with his oracles 
JLuvui Moolraj, the Raja of Jessulmer, his before he united his destiny with ours. He 
heirs and successors, the latter agreeing doubted the security o f his power if the 
“  to act in subordinate co-operation with Rawul should become subordinate to the 
the British government, and with submia- British govermant; and he was only influenc- 
sion to its supremacy.” * This was almost ed by the greater .risk by being the sole 
the last act o f Rawul Moolraj, who had state in Rajwarra without the pale of its pro- 
always been a mere puppet in the hands of taction, which would have left him to the 
Mehta Salim Sing or his father. He died mercy o f  those enemies whom his merciless 
A . D. 1820, when his grandson, Guj Sing policy had created around him. Tho third 
was proclaimed. and most important article of the treaty*

Rawul Guj Sing was fitted, from his tranquillized his apprehensions as to external 
years, his past seclusion, and the examples foes ; with these apprehensions all fear as to 
which had occurred before his eyes, to the consequences arising from minstenal 
be tho submissive pageant Salim Sing re- tyranny towards the princely exiles was 
quirsd. Isolated, in every sense, from inter- banished, and we shall presently find that 
course with the rest of mankind, by the this alliance, instead o f checking his rapacity 
policy of the minister, had no community ; of and oppression, incited them. But it is 
sympathy with them, and.no claim upon necessary, in the first place, to bestow a few 
their aid. Surrounded by the creatures o f remarks on the policy of the alliance as 
Salim Sing, who, even to their daily dole, regards the Brtish Government, 
ascribe every thing to this man’s favour; each ’ Its inequality requi res no demonstration: 
word, each gesture, is watched and report-' the objects to be attained by it to the m ­
ed. The prince lumself, bis wives and pective. parties having no approximation 
family, are alike dependents on the minister’s to parity. The advantages to Jessulmer 
bounty, often capriciously exercised. I f  be were immediate : and to use the phraseology 
requires a horse, he must solicit it j or if of the treaty, were not only o f  "  great mag- 
desirous of bestowing some recompense, he nitude,”  but were vitally inportanfe. From 
requests to be furnished with the means, and the instant the treaties were exchanged, her 
deems himself fortunate if he obtain a existence as a permanent state, which was 
moiety o f  his suit. no*worth half a century’s purchase, was se-

Ifc will be observed from the date of||this cured. Her power had been gradually de- _ 
treaty (Dec. 1818,) that Jessulmer was the dining, and reign after reign was narrowing 
last of. the states of India received under the —
protection o f the British Government. Its * Art. III. “ In the event of any serious invasion diroc-
1 . , ,  . .. . , ted towards the overthrow of the principality of Jessul-
distanee made it an object or little solicitude mer̂  or other danger of great magnitude occuring to that
to ue - and the minister, it is said, had many principality, the British Oovemont will exert its power

for tho protection of the principality, provided that the 
-------------------— — ----- -------------—----- ---- ; cause of the quarrel be not. ascribable to the Baja of

# See Appendix No. III.- for a copy of this treaty. Jessulmer.”
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her possessions to the vicinity of the capital, not only not improbable, but o f very likely 
One state, Bhawulpoor, had been formed occurrence. Our alliance with dutch involv- 
from her northern territory ; while those ed us in this perplexity iri 1819. Our armies 
of Sinde, Bikaner and Jodpoor, had been were formed and moved to the frontier, 
greatly aggrandized at her expense ; and all and a declaration o f war was avoided 
were inclined, as occasion arose to encroach only by accepting a tardy amende in no way 
upon her feebleness The faithless character commensurate with the insult of invading, 
of the minister,Salim Sing afforded abundant massacring, and pillaging our allies.* In 
pretexts for quarrel, and the anarchy of her this instance, our means o f chastisement 
neighbours proved her only safeguard during were facilitated by our maritime power of 
the later years of her independent exist- grappling with the enemy; but if the insult 
ence. Now, the British Government having proceeds from the government o f Upper 
pledged itself to exert its power for the pro- Sinde (only nominally dependent on Hydra- 
tection of the principality, in the event o f bad), or from Bhawulpoor, how are we to 
any “  serious invasion,”  her fears either o f cope with these enemies of our ally ? Such 
Sindies, Daodputras, or of Rahtores, are at wars might lead us into a terra incognita 
test. The full extent of this pledge may beyond the Indus, or both the spirit and 
not have been contemplated when it was letter o f the treaty will be null, 
given ; like all former alliances, it is the What, therefore, are the advantages we 
base of another step in advance. Instead o f call hold out to ourselves for the volunteer 
restricting the vast circle of our political of our amity and protection to this oasis of 
connexions, it at once carried ua out of India, the desert? To have disregarded the 
placing us in actual contact and possible appeal o f Jessulmer for protection, to have 
collision with the rulers o f Sinde and the made her the sole exception in all Raj- 
people beyond the Indus. Marwar and pootana from our amicable relations, would 
Bikaner being already admitted to our have been to consign her to her numerous 
alliance, the power of settling their feuds with enemies, and to let loose the spirit of rapine 
the Bhattis is comparatively simple; but and revenge, which it was the main object 
with Daodputra we have no political con- of all these treaties to suppress: the Bhattis 
nexions, and with Sinde, only those of “  p e r - _______ _________________________________ _
petual friendship, and mutual intercourse:”  * Tlie attitude assumed by the energetic Govern- 
. . , . . , , moot of Bombay, Mr. Slphicgfone, on that occasion,
but bo stipulation ensuring respect to our willfgra longtime remain a lesson to the triumvirate
remonstrances in case of the aggression o f government of Sinde. To tho Author it stiil appears
their anhiwN on n.ir Rhatti allV A re w e a subject tf regret, that, with the adequate preparation,* 1 o b je c ts  on our Bnattl d ll ) .  Are V e the season, and every tiling promising a certainty of
then to push our troops through the desert success, the pacific tone of Lord Hasting’s policy should
to repel such acts, or must we furnish pecu- ^ve prevented the proper assertion of our dignity, by 

, ! chastising an insult, aggravated in every shape. A
niary subsidies (the cheapest mode), that she treaty of amity and mutual intercourse was the Jesuit of
m ay entertain mercenaries for  that ob ject ? this armarae,lt; but although twelve years have since 

. . .  elapi?.d, pur intercourse has remained i» statu qwi but
W e  must view it, m this light, as an event, this is no ground for quarrel.
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would have become a nation o f robbers, the as likely, to afford a fresh stimulant to her 
Bedouins of the Indian desert. Jessulmer ancient sch emes of oriental aggrandisement, 
was the first link in a chain of free states, By some these schemes are looked upon as 
which formerly united the commerce o f  the Quixotic, and I  confess myself to be-of the 
Ganges with that of the Indus, hut which number. The better Russia is aequainted 
interminable feuds had completely severedq with the regions she would have to pass, the 
the possibility of reunion depending upon a less desire will she evince for an undertak- 
loug continuance o f tranquillity and confi- ing, which, even if successful in the outset, 
dence. This object alone would have would be useless ; for if she conquered, she 
warranted our alliance with Jessulmer. could not maintain India. But, to me, it still 
But i f  we look to futurity, to the possible appears impera tive that this power should 
invasion of India, which can best effected formally renounce such designs ; the state of 
through the maritime provinces o f Persia, the perpetual preparation rendered necessary by 
valley of the Indus will be the base o f the her menacing position, being so injurious 
invader’s operations. The possession of to our finances, is worse than the actual 
Jessulmer would then be of vital importance, attempt, which would only entail upon her 
by giving us the command o f Upper Sinde, inevitable loss. W e lost, throughout unwise 
and enabling us to act against the enemy economy, a noble opportunity of maintaining 
simultaneously with our armies east of the an ascendancy at the court o f Caubul, which 
Delta, the most practicable point of advance would ha, been easily prevailed upon, for 
into India. We may look upon invasion by pecuniary aid, to make over to us the 
the ancient routes pursued by Alexander, sovereignty o f Sinde (were this desirable), 
Mahmood, and Timoor, as utterly visionary, which is still considered a grand division, of 
by an army encumbered with all the mate- Caubul.
riel necessary to success, and thus the valley But setting the political question aside, 
of Sinde present the only practicable route, and considering our possession ol *he valley 
But it would be a grand error, both in a o f Sinde only in a military pohy .-J view, 
political and military point of view, to pos- our occupation of it would be prejudicial, to 
sees ourselves of this valley, even il an us. W e should have a long line to defend, 
opportunity were again to occur. It is true, and rivers are no barriers in modern warfare, 
the resources o f that fertile region, so Whilst an impassable desert is between us, 
analogous to Egypt, would soon, under our and wehave thepower,by meansof ourallies, 
management, maintain an army sufficient to o f assailing an enemy at several points, though 
defend i t ; and this would bring us at once we are liable to attack but from one, an 
into contact with the power (Persia) which invader could not maintain himself a single 
cling to us for support, and will be adverse to season. On this ground, the maintenance 
us only when rendered subservient to Russia, o f friendship with this remote nook of 
It were well to view the possible degraqa- Rajpoot civilization is defensible, and we 
tion and loss of power to Russia, in Europe, have the additional incitement of rescuing 
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the most industrious and wealthy oommer- Bhatti minister will obtain such a porting 
cial communities in India from the fangs of mous apology for his misdeeds, a future 
of a harpy: to whom, and the enormities of historian will learn; but assuredly he is 
his government, we return, never mentioned, either iu poetry or prose,

No language can adequately represent the but as a vampire, draining the life-blood 
abuse o f power with which the treaty has o f  a whole people. For a short time after 
armed the rapacious minister o f  Jessulmer, the treaty was formed, he appeared to fall 
and it is one of the many instances of the in with the march of universal reformation y  
inefficacy of our system of alliances to but whether it was that, his crimes had 
secure prosperity, or even tranquillity to outlawed him from the sympathies of all 
these long-afflieted regions; which although around, or that,he could feel no enjoyment 
rescued from external assailants, are still the but in his habitual crimes, be soon gave 
prey o f  discord and passion within. It will ampler indulgence to his rapacious spirit, 
not be difficult, at the proper time and The cause o f his temporary forbearance 
place, to make this appear.* The Mehta felt was attributed to his anxiety to have 
the advantages which the treaty gave him, an article added to the treaty, guaranteeing 
in respect to neighbouring states ; but he the of P^mo minister iu his family, 
also felt that he had steeped himself too , perhaps with a view to legalize his plunder . 
deeply in the blood of his master's family, but seeing no hope of fixing an hereditary 
and in that o f his noblest chieftains, to hope race of vampires on the land, his outrages 
that any repentance, real or affected, could became past all endurance, and compelled 
restore to him the confidence o f  those he had r*10 British agent, at length, to report to his 
so outraged. W ith commercial men, with government (on the 17th December 1821)., 
the industrious husbandman or pastoral that he considered the alliance disgraceful 
communities, he had so long forfeited all *° our rePlltation, by countenancing the 
claim to c 'edit, that his oath was not valued idea that such acts can be tolerated under 
at a single "rain o f the sand o f  their own its protection. Representations to the minis- 
desert dominion. ter were a nul%  1 he protested against

The bardic annalist of Rajpoot,ana, when theIr fidelifcy 5 <™serted in specious language 
compelled to record the acts of a tyrant, first *ove i us^ ce aTld raercy ■■ slIhi rccona- 
announces his moral death ; then comes the fenced his system of confiscations, and 
metempsychosis,— the animating his frame punishments, with redoubled severity. All 
with the spirit o f a demon. In this manner Kajwarra felt an interest in these proceed- 
is delineated the famed Visaldeo, the ings, as the bankers of Jessulmer, .supported 
Ohohan king o f Ajmer. Whether the the capital o f that singular class, the

— ----- -■--------- sf*---------- —— —- —«--------Palliwalls, are spread all over India. But* It is my intention (if space is left) to give a concise
statement of the effects of our alliances, individually and this rich community, amounting to five
collectively, in the states of Kajwarra with a few hints thousand families, are nearly all in voluntary 
towards amending the system, at tlxe, conclusion of this J
volume. exile, and the bankers fear to return to their
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native- laiArI with the fruits of their industry, .Bikaner, was covertly stimulated! by the 
which they would renounce for ever, but minister, for the express purpose of their 
that he retains their families as hostages, extirpation, for reasons which will appear 
Agriculture is almost' unknown, and com- presently ; yet he was the first to complain 
morce, internal or external, has ceased o f the retaliation, To understand this 
through "Want of security. The sole revenue matter, a slight sketch of the Maldote tribe 
arises from confiscation. It is asserted that is requisite.
the minister has amassed no less than too The Maldotes, the Kailuns, the Birsungs, 
crores, which wealth is distributed in the the Poliurs, and Tezmalotes, are all Bhatti 
various cities of flindusthan, and has been tribes; but, from their lawless habits, these 
obtained by pillage and the destruction of names have become, like those o f Bedouin, 
the most opulent families o f his country Kuzzak, or Pindarri, synonimoos with 
during the last twelve years. He has also, ‘ robber/ The first are descended from Rao 
it is said, possessed himself of all the crown- Maldoo, and hold the fief (putta) o f Baroo, 
jewels and property o f value, which he has consisting of eighteen villages, adjoining the 
sent out of the country. Applications were tract called Ivhari-putta, wrested from the 
continually being made to the British agent Bhattis by the Iiahtores of Bikaner, who, 
for passports (perwanasY by commercial to confess the truth, morally deserve the 
men, to withdraw their families from the perpetual hostility of this Bhatti lord- 
country. But all have some ties which marcher, inasmuch as they were the
would .be hazarded by their withdrawing, intruders, and have deprived them (the
even i f  such a step were otherwise free from Bhattis) of much territory. But the
danger: for while the minister afforded Rahtores, possessing the strongest, about
passports, in obedience to the wish o f the twenty-five years ago exercised it in the 
agent, he might cut them off in the desert, most savage manner; for, having invaded 
This makes many bear the ills they have. Baroc, they put almost the entire commu- 

W e shall terminate our historical sketch nity to the sword, without respect to age or 
of Jesstilmer with the details of a border- sex, levelled the towns, filled up the wells, 
feud, which called into operation the main and carried off the herds and whatever was 
condition of the British alliance,— the right o f value. The survivors look shelter in the 
of universal arbitration in the inter-national recesses of the desert, and propagated a. 
quarrels of Rajpootana. The predatory progeny, which, about the period of connec- 
habits o f  the Maldotes o f  Baroo originated tion with the British, re-occupied their 
a rupture, which threatened to involve the deserted lands. The minister, it is asserted, 
two states in war, and produced an invasion beheld the revival o f this infant colony with 
of the Rail tores, sufficiently serious to no more favourable eye than did their 
warrant British interference. It will hardly enemies of Bikaner, whom, it is alleged, he 
be credited that this aggression, which diew invited once more to their destruction, 
down upon the Maldotes the vengeance of The lawless habits o f this tribe would have
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been assigned'by the minister as his motive and effectual; and the Bikaner cpmmahder 
for desiring their extermination; but if we the more willingly complied with the request 
lookback (p. 232), we shall discover the to retire within his own-frontier, having 
real cause in his having incurred the lasting effected more than his object.

' enmity of this clan for the foul assassination The tortuous policy,.the never-ending and 
of their chief, who had been a party to the scarcely-to'-bo comprehended border-feuds 
views of the heir.apparent, Bae Sing, to get of those regions, must, for a, long while 
rid of this incubus on their freedom. The generate such appeals. Since these asso- 
opportunity afforded to take vengeance on the ciated bands attach no dishonour to their 
Maldotes arose out of a service indirectly predatory profession, it will be some time 
done to the British government. On the before they acquire proper notions ; but 
revolt of the Peshwa, he sent Ms agents to when they discover there is no retreat in 
•Tessuhner to purchase camels. One herd, which punishment may not reach them, they 
to the number of four hundred, had left the will learn the benefits o f  cultivating the arts 
Bhatti frontiers, and whilst passing through of peace, o f whose very name no trace exists 
the Bikaner territory were set upon by the in their history.
Maldotes, who captured the whole, convey- W e have lost sight o f the Eawul, the title 
ed them to Baroo. I t  is scarcely to he of the prince of Jessulmer, in the prominent 
supposed that such an aggression on the acts o f his minister. Guj Sing, who 
independence of Bikaner would have occupies the gadi o f Jessoh, to the prejudice 
prompted her extensive armament, or the of his elder brother, who are still in Bikaner, 
rapidity with which her troops passed the appears very well suited to the minister’s 
Bhatti frontier to avenge the insult, without purpose, and to have little desire deyond 
some private signal from the minister, who his horses, and vegetating in quiet. The 
was loud in his call for British interference ; physiognomists of Jessulmer, however, 
though not until Nokha and Baroo, their prognosticate the development o f moral 
principal towns, were levelled, the chief worth ifr due season: a consummation 
killed, the wells filled up, and the victorious devoutly to be wished, and the first symp- 
army following up its success by a rapid tom o f  which must be the riddance of his 
march on Beekumpoor, in which the fiscal minister by whatever process. The artful 
lands began to suffer. The minister then Salim deemed that it would redound to his 
discovered he had overshot the mark, and credit, and bolster up his interest, to seek 
claimed our interference,* which was rapid a matrimonial alliance with the Banas 

-------------------------- -------- - 7 — — ~ family o f  Mewar. The overture was accept-
* The author has omitted to- mention that he wa3 J

Political Agent for Jessulmer; so that his control ed, and tho coco-symbol transmitted to the 
extended uninterruptedly, almost from Sindc to Sinde : Rawuj w]10 t },imself at the head of the
i. e., from tho Indus, or great Sindh, to the Lhoota- '
Sindh, or little river. Thera are streams designated Bhatti chivalry to wed and escort his bride
Sindh, in Central India, a word purely Tatar oi Scythic. ibfDHgh the desert. The Bahtore princes 
Aba*Sin, 1 the Father-river,’ is one of the many names °
of the Indus of Bikaner and Kishengura, who were at
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the same 'time suiters for the hands of respect paid to the Ranawnt-ji, (the title by 
another daughter and a grand-daughter o f which she is designated,) even by the 
the Rafla, simultaneously arrived at Oodi- minister, and she exerts this influence most 
poori with their respective corteges ; and humanely for the amelioration of her 
this triple alliance threw a degree of splen- subjects*
dour over the capital of the Seesodias, to ____________ __________________________
which it had long been a stranger. Criij # Ihadtho honour of reeeiring several letters from
Sing lives very happily with his wife, who queen of the desert, who looked to her father’s 
, ”  . . . , . house and his friends, as the best objects for support,
has given him an heir to his desert domain. whjlet alieh a beiag as SaUm tUe muter of heI 6Wn
The influence of high rank is seen in the and her husband’s destiny.

CHAPTER TIL

Geographical position of Jessulmer— Its superficial area.— List of Us chief towns.— Popula­
tion.—-Jessulmer chiefly desert.— Mtiggro, a rocky, ridge, traced from Cutch„■—Sirrs, 
or salt-mu rshes. —Kanoad S&r.— Soil.— Productions.—Husbandry.— Manufactures.—
Commerce.— Kuttars, or caravans.—■Articles of trade.— Revenues.— Land and transit, 
taxes.— Dhaiml, or Collector.—Amount o f  land-tax exacted from the cultivator.— Dhooa, 
or hearth-tax.— Thali, or tax on food.— Dim!, or forced contribution— Citizens refuse
to pay. Enormous wealth accumulated by the minister by extortion.— Establishments__-
Expenditure.— Tribes.— Bhattis.— Their moral estimation.— Personal appearance and 
dress— Their predilection for  opium and tobacco.— Palliwals, their history.— Numbers, 
wealth, employment.— Curious rite or worship— Palli coins.— Pokurna Brahmins.—
Title— Numbers S in g u la r  typical worship— Race o f Jut.—  Castle o f Jessulmer,

T he country still dependent on the square miles. The number of towns, vil- 
Rawul extends between 70® 30' and 72° lagee, and hamlets, scattered over this wide 
30' E. long, and between the parallels o f space, does not exceed two hundred and
26® 20' and 27° 50' N. lat., though a small fifty ; some estimate it at three hundred,
strip protrudes, in the N. E. angle, as high and others depress it to two hundred : the
as 28° 30'. The irregular surface may be mean cannot be wide o f  the truth. To
roughly estimated to contain fifteen thousand enable the reader to arrive at a conclusion 
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as to the population of this region, we sub- from the tyranny of the minister, the popu- 
join a calculation, from data furnished by lation of the capital (which is nearly 
the heat-informed natives, which was made half of the country), has been greatly dimi- 
in the year 1815; but we must add, that nished.

Number Number
Towns. Fiscal and Feudal. of of Tiernarks,

Houses. Inhabitants.

. Jos8ulmer - C a p i t a l  ... 7,000 35,000 (The chief has the title of Bab, and
Beekumpoor ... puttaet ... 500 2,000 i twenty-four -villages dependent, not

7 t included in this estimate.
Seeruroh ... Do. ... 300 ] 200 JKliilun Bh,atti: the Kailua tribe « -* I tends to Poogul.
Nachna ... Do. ... 400 1,600 Bawulote ehiof.
Katori ... Fiscal ... 300 1,200
Kabah ... Do. ... 300 1,200
Kooldurro ... Do, ... 200 gQO
Suttoh Puttaet ... 300 1,200
Jinjinialli Do. ... 300 1,200 Bawulote . tot noble of Jesaulmer,
Devi-Kote ••• Fiscal ... 200 g00
Bhaup ... Do. ... 200 g00
JBalana ... Puttaet ... 150 600
Sutiaaoh ... D0* ... 100 400
Baroo ... Do. ... 200 800 j sw dote:has eighteen villages attach-1 ed, not included m this.
Ghana ... Do. ... 200 800
Loharki ... Do. ... 150 600 \
Noantulloh ... Do. .. 150 600 L u of the Bawulote clw.
Lahti ... Do. ... 300 1,200 |
Danguri ... Do. ... 150 600 *
Beejoraye Fiscal . .  200 800
Mundaye ... Do. . .  200 800
Bamgurh ... Do. . .  200 800
Birsilpoor ... Puttaet . .  200 800
Girajsir ... Do. . .  150 600

Two thousand and twenty-five villages and ) 56,400
hamlets, from four to fifty houses each ; ( 
say each average twenty, at four inha- ( ’
bitantsto each . .  . . . .  . . .*

________________  Total 74,400 ___ ___
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According to this census, we have a popu- miles. One branch terminates at Itarnghur, 
lation not superior to one of the secondary thirty-five miles north-west of Jessulmer; 
cities of Great Britain, scattered over fifteen another branch extends easterly to Pokurn 
thousand square miles ; nearly one-half, (in Jodpoor), and thence, in a north-east
too, belonging to the capital, which being direction, to Filodi ; from whence, at inter-
omitted, the result would give from two to vals, it is traceable to Gnrriala, nearly fifty
three souls only for each square mile. miles due north. It  is a yellow-coloured

Pace of the country.— The greater part of sand-stone, in which ochre is abnndantly 
Jessulmer is thul, or rooe, both terms found with which the people daub their 
meaning s a desert waste.’ From Lowar, houses,
on the Jodpoor frontier, to Kharra, the These barren ridges, and the lofty undu- 
remote angle touching Siude, the country lating teebas o f sand, are the only objects 
may be described as a continuous tract of which diversify the almost uniform sterility 
arid sand, frequently rising into lofty teebas of these regions. No trees interpose their 
(sand-hills), in some parts covered with low verdant foliage to relieve the eye, or shelter 
jungle. This line, which nearly bisects the exhausted frame of the traveller. It 
Jessulmer, is also the line of demarcation is nearly a boundless waste, varied only by 
o f positive sterility and comparative culti- a lew stunted shrubs of the acacia or mimosa 
•'ration. To the north, is one uniform and family, some sucoulent plants, or prickly 
naked waste; to the south, are ridges of grapes, as the bhoorut or burr, which clings 
rock termed muggro, rooe, and light soil. to his garment and increases his miseries.

The ridge of hills is a most important Yet compared with the more northern 
feature in the geology of this desert region, portion, where “  a sea o f sand without a 
It i» to be traced from Cutch Bhooj, strong- sign o f vegetation”* forms the prospect, the 
Sy or faintly marked, according to the vicinity o f the capital is a paradise, 
nature o f the country. Sometimes it as- There is not a running stream throughout 
sumes, as at Chohtun, the character of a Jessulmer ; but there are many temporary 
mouutain; then dwindles into an insignia lakes or salt-marshes, termed sirr, formed 
licant ridge scarcely discernible, and often by the collection o f waters from the sand- 
serves as a bulwark for the drifting sands, hills, which are easily dammed-in to prevent 
which cover and render it difficult to trace escape. They are ephemeral, seldom lasting # 
it at all. As it reaches the Jessulmer but a few months; though after a very
country it is more developed ; and at t h e ------ — * 1 , — — ~~J , * So Mr. Blphwstone descnbss the tract abont Poogul,
capital, erected on a peak about two hundred one o£ tlie earijest possessions of the Bhattis, and on«
and fifty feet high, its presence is more of the No-hoti Maru-ca, or ‘‘ nine castles ot the desert,’

J a ’ „ , rp, around whose sand-hills as brave a colony was. wared
distinct, and its character denned. the an(j maintained as ever carried lance. Rao Eaning wa*
capital of the Bhattis appears as the nucleus lord of Poogul, whose son originated that episode given 

1 r Yol.Ip. 493- Even these sand-hilU, which, in November
of a series of ridges, which diverge from it appearedtoMT.Eiphinstone without a sign of. vegeta-
in all directions for the space of fifteen tian, oouid bo made to yield good crops of bajra.

( 1  H i  ( f i T
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severe monsoon they have been known to It is not generally known that this plant 
remain throughout the year* One of these, requires but a moderate supply o f  water ;■' 
called the Kanoad Sirr, extends from it is deteriorated in the plains o f India from 
Kanoad to Moliuugurh, covering a space o f over irrigation : at least such is the idea o f 
eighteen miles, and in which some water the desert-fanner, who perhaps does not 
remains throughout the year. "When it make sufficient allowance for the cooler 
overflows, a small stream issues from the substratum of his sand-hills, compared With 
Sirr, and pursues an easterly direction for the black loam of Malwa. A  variety o f 
thirty miles before it is absorbed: its exist- pulsos grows on the sheltered sides o f the 
ence depends on the parent lake. The salt teebas, as mongj moth, &<3.; also the oil-plant 
which it produces is the property of the [til) and abundance, o f the gowar, a dimi- 
crown and adds something to the revenue. nutivo melon, not larger than a hen's egg,

Soil, husbandry, and products.— Notwith- which is sent hundreds of miles, as a rarity, 
standing the apparent poverty of this desert Around the capital, arid between the ridges 
soil, nature has hot denied it the powers o f where soil is deposited or formed,' and 
production; it is even favourable to some where they dam-up the waters, are grown 
grains, especially the bajra, which prefers considerable quantities o f wheat o f very 
a light sand. In a favourable season, they good quality, turmeric, and garden-stuffs. 
grow sufficient for the consumption of two Barley and gram are,’ in good seasons, 
and even three years, and then they import reared in small quantities, but rice is entire- 
only wheat from Sinde. W hen those parts ly an article of import from the valley of 
favourable for hajra have been saturated Sinde.
with two or three heavy showers, they com - Implements of husbandry.— Whom tbe soil 
liience sowing, and the crops spring up is light, it will be concluded that the iinple- 
rapidly. The great danger is that of too ments are simple. They have two kinds 
much rain when the crops are advanced, o f  plough, for one or two oxen, or for the 
for, having little tenacity, they are often camel, which animal is most in requisition, 
washed away. The hajra o f  the san d-hills They tread out the grain with oxen as in 
is deemed far superior to that o f Hindus- all parts o f India, and not unfrcquently 
than, and prejudice gives it a preference they yoke the cattle to their hakerries, 
even to wheat, which does not bear a or carts, and pass the whole over the 
higher price, in times o f scarcity. Bajra, grain.
in plentiful seasons, sells at one and a half Manufactures,— There is little scope for 
rnaunds for a rupee :*  but this does not the ingenuity o f the mechanic in this tract,
often occur, as they calculate five bad They make coarse cotton cloths, but the
seasons for a good one. Jooar is also raw material is almost all exported. Their
grown, but only in the low flats. Cotton grand article of manufacture is from the
is produced in the same soil as the bajra. wool of the sheep pastured in the desert,

* About a hundred-weight for two shillings. which is fabricated into looes, or blankets,
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scarfs,* petticoats, turbans, of every quality, from the land. The transit duties were
Cups and platters are made from a mineral formerly the most certain and most prolific
called aboor, a calcareous substance, of a branch of the fiscal income; but the bad
dark chocolate ground, with light brown faith of the minister, the predatory habits of
venniculated stripes ; female ornaments of the Bhatti chiefs proceeding- mainly from
elephants’ teeth, and arms of an inferior thence, and the general decrease o f corn-
quality. These comprehend the artificial merce, have conspired nearly to annihilate
productions of this do sert capital. source of income, said at one time to

Commerce.— Whatever celebrity Jessul- reach three lakhs of rupees. These imports
mer possesses, as a commercial mart, arises are termed dan, and the collector dannie,
from its position as a place of transit who was stationed at convenient points o f
between the eastern .countries, the valley of all the principal routes which diverge from
the Indus, and those beyond that stream, the capital
the Kuttans { the term for a caravan of Land-taco,—From one-fifth to one-seventh 
camels) to and from Hydrabad, Rory- o f the gross produce o f the land is set aside
Belcher, Sbikarpoor and Ootch, from the as the tax o f the crown, never exceeding
Gangetic provinces, and the Punjab, pass- the first nor falling short of the last.*
ing through it, The indigo of the JDoab, It is paid in kind, which is purchased
the opium of Kotah and Malwa, the famed : on the spot by the Palliwal Brahmins,
su«-ar~caB.dy of Bikaner, iron implements : or Banias, and the value remitted to the
from Jeipoor, are exported to Sbikarpoor f treasury.
and lower Sinde ; whence elephants’ teeth Dhooa.— The third and now the most
(from Africa), dates, coco-nuts, drugs, and certain branch o f revenue is the dhooa,
chandus,} are imported, with pistachios and literally ‘ smoke,’ and which we may render
dried fruits from Bhawulpoor. ‘ chimney or hearth-tax,’ though they have

limenues and taxes.— The personal revenue neither the one nOr the other in these
of the princes of Jessulmer§ is, or rather regions. It is also termed thali, which is
was, estimated at upwards of four lakhs of the bra9S OT silver Platter ° ut o f which they 
rupees, o f which more than one lakh was eat, and is tantamount to a table-allowance.

■_____________________ ____________  It never- realizes above twenty thousand

* I brought home several pairs of these, with crimson ~ " ' rT '
borders, sufficiently fine to be worn as a winter shawl » This, if Strictly true and followed, is according to 
in this country. ancient principles : Mend ordains the sixth. I could

f Sbikarpoor, the great commercial mart of the G<>loael Bri^ . to ha*f this ***
valley of Sinde, west of the Indus. when he occup.ed on his excellent work on the

Land-tax of India; but 16 had entirely escaped lay
| Chimdus is a scented wood for mallas, or ‘ chaplets.’ recollection. In this most remote comer of Hindusthan,
§ 1 have no correct data for estimating the revenues “  8Pite of °PPTession> is 10 adher-

oE the chieftains. They are generally almost doable ence to primitive custom. These notes, on the sources 
the land-revenue of the princes in the other states of of revenue m Jessulmer were a»mm«mcatedto me so 
Kajwarra : perhaps about two lakhs, which ought .0 ^  back as 1811, andII laid them before the Bengal
bring into the field seven hundred horse. Government m 1 -
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rupees annually, which, however, would be would make the dhooa a permanent tax. 
abundant for the simple- fare o f Jeasnlmer.. The Oswala accepted the repentance o f their 
No house is exempt from the payment of prince, and agreed to his terms. In S. 
this tax. 1841, and 1852, his necessities compelling

Bind.— There is an arbitrary tax levied him to raise money, he obtained by loan, in 
throughout, these regions universally known the first period, twenty-seven thousand, and 
and detested under the name o f Sind, the in the latter, forty thousand rupees, which 
make-weight of all their budgets o f ways he faithfully repaid. When the father o f 
and means. It was first imposed in Jessul- the present minister came into power, he 
rner h iS . 1830 (A . D. 1774), under the less endeavoured to get back the bond of his 
odious appellation o f u additional dhooa, or sovereign abrogating the obnoxious dind, 
thali ”  and the amount was only two and offered, as a bait, to renounce the dhooa, 
thousand seven hundred rupees, to be levied The Oswals placed more value on the virtue, 
from the monied interest of the capital, of this instrument than it merited, for in 
The Mahesris agreed to pay their share, but spite ° f  the bond, he in S. 1857 levied sixty 
the Oswals (the'two chief mercantile classes) thousand, and in 1863 eighty thousand 
holding out, were forcibly sent up to the rupees. A  visit o f the Rawul to the Granges 
castle, and suffered the ignominious punish- was seized upon as a fit opportunity by his 
ment o f the bastinado. They paid the subjects to get this oppression redressed, 
demand, but immediately on their release and fresh oaths were made by the prince, 
entered into a compact on oath, never again and broken by the minister, who has 
to look on the Ravvul’s (Moolraj’s) face, bequeathed his rapacious spirit to his 
which was religiously kept during their son-
mutual lives. When he passed through the Since the accession of Guj Sing, only two 
streets o f this capital, the Oswala abandoned y ears ago,* Salim Sing has extorted four- 
their shops and banking-houses, retiring to teen lakhs (£140,000). Burdbhan, a mer- 
tho interior of their habitations in order to c^ant of great wealth and respectability, 
avoid the sight o f him. This was strenu- anc  ̂ w^ose ancestors are known and respect- 
ously persevered in for many years, and ed throughout Rajwarra as Sahoocars, has 
had such an effect upon the prince, that he keen at various times stripped o f all his 
visited the principal persons o f this class, nc^®8 ky the minister and his father, who, 
and i( spreading his scarf' (pulla passaona),)* use ^ e  phraseology of the sufferers, u will 
intreated forgiveness, giving a writing on never ke satisfied while a rupee remains in 
oath never again to impose dind, i f  they Jessulmer.’

Establishments, Expenditure.— We subjoin
»  rough estimate o f the household establish- 

* Pullapmeaona, o r  's p r e a d in g  th e  c lo th  o r  s c a r f, ’ m e ;Q t  &0i 0f  ty s desert king, 
is the  figurative language o f  in trea ty , a r is in g  fr o m  the
»o t  o f  sp rea d in g  the garm en t, p rep a ra tory  t o  b o w in g  —  ----------------------— —— ------------------— — — — _ —
the head thereon in token of perfect submission. * This was written in 1821-2.
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Eupees, Tribes,— We shall conclude our account
Burr* ... ... ... 20,000 0f  Jessulmer with a few remarks on the
RozS!U*_ Sirdarj ... ... 40,000 tribes peculiar to i t ; though we reserve the
Sebundies or Mercenaries^ ... 75,000 general enumeration for a sketch of the
Household horse, 10 elephants, 200 desert.

camels, and chariots ... 36,000 O f its Rajpoot population, the Bhatti*,
i 500 Bargeer horse ... ... 60,000 we have already given an outline in the

Rani’s or queen’s establishment .. 15,000 general essay on the tribes * Those which
The wardrobe ... ... 5,000 occupy the present limits o f Jessulmer
® i*ts '• •" "• 5,000 retain their Hindu notions, though with
3 he kitchen ... ... 5,000 some degree o f laxity from their intercourse
Guests, in hospitality... ... 5,000 with the Mahomedans on the northern and
Feasts, entertainments ... 5,000 western frontiers; while those which long
Annual purchase of horses, camels, occupied the north-east tracts towards

oxen, &c. ... ... 20,000 i  hoolra and tho Grurah, on becoming prose-
lytes to Islam ceased to have either interest 

Total ... Rs. 2,91,000 in or connection with the parent state. The 
“ ---------- - Bhatti has not, at present, the same martial

The ministers and officers o f government rePlltation as tlle Eahtore> Choh*»> or
receive assignments on the transit-duties. but he is deemed at least to equal
and some have lands. The whole of this ^  ^  SUrpa8S the Cuchwalm’ or any of its 
state-expenditure was more than covered, kmdred branches’ Nlrooka or Shekhavat. 
in some years, by the transit-duties alone; There. ,are °CCasional ^stances of Bhatti 
which have, it is asserted, amounted to the buu.pidilj as dating as may bo found
almost incredible sum of three lakhs, or a“ °ng8t an?  other tr!be ’ witness the feud 
•£30 000 between the chiefs o f Poognl and Mundore.

_____ ____ _____ ________________ _ But this changes not the national charac-
* The Burr includes tho whole household or personal teristi<5 88 e m o tio n a lly  established ; though

attendants, the guards, and slaves. They receive rations were W6 to go back to the days of chivalry
o£ food, and wake up the rest of their subsistence by p;,+b;_„: „ „  . , n  ' , , . , ..
labour in the town. The' Burr consists of about 1,000 * , ’ ^  ■' o ild select Aclnlesa
people, and is estimated to cost 20,000 rupees Bhatti, one o f  the bravest o f his champions, .

* Bosgar-Sirdar is an allowance termed Jtanm, or bor ^’6 portrait of his race. This Bhatti
‘dinner,’ to the feudal chieftains who attend the Presence. Rajpoot, as to physical power, is not perhaps 
Formerly they had an order upon the Dannis, or , , ,  ,. ' ,, , . ' ,, 1
collectors of the transit-duties ; but being vexations, S a 1 Cf 4® aa the Rahtore, Or SO tall as tile 
Pansa S»h, minister to Eawui Chaitra, commuted it for Cuchwaha, but generally fairer than eittter

ana * c e  Jewish features which
This disbursement is calculated at 40,000 rupees an- Mr. Elphinstone remarked as characteristic 
nuaiiy. of the Bikaner Rajpoots. The Bhatti in-t Sebundies are mercenary soldiers in the fort, of __ • *uc ill
whom 1,000 are estimated to cost 75,000 rupees anually. ™~* ~ “  Vol. 1. p.~66- ----------- '—  
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termarries with all the families o f Rajwarra, to thirty-five rupees a set, and imported 
though, seldom with the Ranao o f  Mewar. from Muska-Mandive, though they also 
The late Juggut Sing o f Jeipoor had five manufacture them at Jessuhner, Silver
wives of this stock, and his posthumous kurrit (massive rings or anklets) are worn
son, real or reputed, has a Bhattiani for his by all classes, who deny themselves the
mother. necessaries o f life until they attain this.

Z W . — The dress o f the Bhattis consists ornament. The poorer Rajpootnia are very 
o f a jamah, or tunic o f white cloth or chinz masculine, and assist in all the details o f 
reaching to the knee ; the cumurlund, or husbandry.
coin tore, tied so high as to present no ap- The Bhatti is to the full as addicted as 
pearanoc o f  w aist; trowsers very loose, and :W  of his brethren to the immoderate use
in many folds, drawn tight at the ancle, and ° f opium. T o the umlpani, or ‘ infusion/ 
a turban, generally of a scarlet colour, succeeds the pipe, and they continue in- 
rising conically full a foot from the head, baling mechanically the smoke long after 
A  dagger is stuck in the waistband $ a fb0J are insensible to all that is passing 
shield is suspended by a thong o f deer-skin around them ; nay, it is said, you may 
from the left shoulder, and the sword is girt scratcb or pinch them while in this condi- 
by a belt o f the same material. The dress tion without exciting sensation. The hooka 
o f the common people is the dhoti, or loin- is the dessert to the umlpani ; the panacea 
robe, generally o f woollen stuff, with a for all the ills which can overtake a Rajpoot, 
piece o f the same material as turban. The an<f with which he can at any time enjoy a 
dress o f tho Bhattianis which discriminates paradise o f his own creation. To ask a 
the sex, consists of a ghagra, or petticoat, bhatti for a whiff of his pipe would be 
extending to thirty feet in width, made deemed a direct insult.
.generally o f the finer woollen, dyed a Palliwals, Next to the lordly Rajpoots, 
brilliant red, with a scarf o f  the same mate- equalling them in numbers and far surpass- 
rial. The grand ornament o f rich and poor them in wealth, are the Palliwals, They 
though varying in the materials, ia the are Brahmins, and denominated Political 
c h a o r or rings o f  ivory or bone, with which r̂om having been temporal proprietors of 
they cover their arms from the shoulders to ‘ and all its lands, long before the 
the wript.* They ai*e in value from sixteen Rah tores colonized Marwar. tradition is
—  -------*------------- ——-........... -— ---------- silent as to the manner in which they became

* The chaori of ivoiy, bone, or shell, is the most an- _________________________ _ _ ______ ____
cfe'nt ornament of the indo-Seythic dames, and appears which is decidedly Asiatic : the - scarf, ths champa- 
in old sculpture and painting. I  was much struck with hilli or necklace, representing the buds of t,he jessamine 
some ancient sculptures in a very old G othic church at (ahampa), and chaoris, such us I hare been describing. 
Moissac, in Languedoc. The porch is the only part left To whom but the Visigoths can we ascribe them ?-—and 

■ of this most antique fane, attribute i  to the age of Dago- does not this supply the connecting link of this Asiatic 
hart. It represents the conversion of clovis, and when race, destinod to change the moral aspect of Europe 1 
the subject was still a matter of novelty. But interest.* I recqmmend all travellers, who are interested in trac­
ing as this ia, it is as nothing when compared to same mg such analogies, to visit the church at Moissac, 
scluptcred figures below, of a totally distinct age ; in exe- though it is not known as an object of curiosity in the 
cution as far superior as they are dissimilar in character, neighbourhood.

. . _____V ■
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possessed of this domain ; but it is connected ternal trade of the country passes through 
with the history of the Pali, or pastoral their hands, and it is chiefly with their 
tribes, who from the town of Palli to Palit- capital that its marchants trade in foreign 
hana, in Saurashtra, have left traces of their parts. They are the Metayers o f the" desert, 
existence ; and I am much mistaken if it advancing money to the cultivators, taking 
will not one day be demonstrated, that all the security of the crop ; and they buy up 
the ramifications of the races figuratively all the wool and ghee (clarified butter), 
denominated Agnicula, were Pali in origin : which they transport to foreign parts. They
more especially the Chohans, whose princes also rear and keep flocks. The minister, 
and chiefs for ages retained the distinctive Salim Sing, has contrived to diminish their 
affix o f pal. wealth, and consequently to lose the main

These Brahmins, the Palliwals, as ap- support of the country’s prosperity. They 
pears by the Annals o f Mar war, held the are also subject to the visits of the Maldotes, 
domain o f Palli when Seoji, at the end of Tejmalotes, and other plunderers ; but they 
the twelfth century, Invaded that land from find it difficult to leave the country owing 
Oanouj, and by an act of treachery first to the restrictive cordon of the Mehta. The 
established his power.* It is evident, how- Palliwals never marry out of their own 
ever, that he did not extirpate them, for the tribe ; and, directly contrary to the laws o f  
cause of their migration to the desert of Menu, the bridegroom gives a sum of money 
Jessulmer is attributed to a period of a to the father of the bride. . It will be deam- 
Mahomedan invasion of Marwar, when a ed a curious incident in the history of 
general war-contribution (dind) being im- superstition, that a tribe, Brahmin by name, 
posed on the inhabitants, the Palliwals at least, should worship the bridle of a horse, 
pleaded caste, and refused. This exasperat- When to this is added the fact, that the most 
ed the Baja; for as their habits were almost ancient coins discovered in these regions 
exclusively mercantile, their stake was hear the Pali character and the effigies of 
greater than that of the rest of the com- the horse, it aids to prove the Scythic 
munity, and he threw their principle men character o f the early colonists of these 
into prison. In order to avenge this, they regions, who, although nomadic (Pali), were 
had recourse to a grand chandi, or 'act of equestrian. There is little doubt that the 
suicide; but instead o f  gaining their object, Palliwal Brahmins are the remains of the 
he issued a manifesto of banishment to priests of the Palli race, who, in their pastoral _ 
every Palliwal in his dominions. The greater and commercial pursuits, have lost their 
part took refuge in Jessulmer, though spiritual power.
many settled in Bikaner, Dhat, and the Pokurna Brahmins.— Another singular 
valley of Sinde, A tone time, their num- tribe, also Brahminical, is the Pokurna, of 
her in Jessulmer was calculated to equal whom it is calculated tbre are fifteen hundred 
that of the Rajpoots. Almost all the in- to two thousand families in Jessulmer.

............. ~* “  They are also numerous in Marwar and
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Bikaner, and are scattered over the desert crest of the hill. It has four gates, but 
and valley of the Indus. They follow agri- very few cannon mounted. The city is to 
cultural and pastoral pursuits chiefly, hav- the north, and is surrounded by a se/ierpunna 
ing little or no concern in trade, tradition or eircumvallation, encompassing a space 
o f their origin is singular: it is said that of nearly three miles, having three gates 
they were Bildars, and.excavated the sacred and two wickets. In the city are some good 
lake of Poshkur or Pokur, for which act houses belonging to rich merchants, but 
they obtained the favour o f the deity and the greater part consists of huts. The 
the grade of Brahmins, with the title o f Raja’s palace is said to possess some preten- 
Pokuma. Their chief object of emblematic sion to grandeur, perhaps comparative; 
worship, the khodala, a kind of pick-axe Were he on good terms with his vassalage, 
used in digging, seems to favour this tradi- he could collect for its defeuee five thousand 
tion. infantry and one thousand horse, besides

Juts or Jits.—The Juts here, as elsewere, his camel-corps ; but it may be doubted 
form a great part of the agricultural whether, under the oppressive system of the 
population r there are also various other monster who has so long continued to deso- 
tribes, which will be better described in a late that region, one-half o f this force could 
general account o f the desert. be brought together.*

Cmtk o f Jmubner. -T h e  castle of this * n hai bean reported that the dagger bas7nceld' 
desert king is erected on an almost insulated the land of its tyrant. The meanfl matter little, it the
peak, from, two hundred and fifty feet in ,fis a"CHraplf  ed‘ Evs“ m“ h£ _ 7 J of its odious character when resorted to for such a
height, a strong wall running round the purpose.

Jp
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S K E T C II
OF THE

I N D I A N  D E S E R T .

CHAPTER I.

General aspect.—•Boundaries and divisions of the desert.—Probable etymology o f the Greek
oasis.-—Absortion of the Gag gar river.— The Looni, or salt-river.— The Runn, or Pin.__
Distinction of thul and rooe,— Thul of the Dooni.— Jhalore. — Sewanchi. -Macholah and 
Morseen.—Beenmal and Sanchore.— Bhadrajoon.— Mehwo.—Bhalotra and Tihvarra.—
Eendovali.— Gogadeo-ca-t/ml.— Thul of Tirruroe.— Thul of K/tawur.__Mallinaih-ca-
thuly or Barmair.— Kherdhur.—Junah Chotun.—'Nuggur Goorah.

H aying never penetrated personally fur- wish %  however> fco be cleafly understood 
ther into the heart o f the desert than that j  look upoa m  ag a merfl 0(ltline 
Mundore, the ancient capitial of all Maroost- whIoh> by ahewin;? what might be doDe? ’
hah, the old castle of hussar on its north- stimulate further research; but in the exist- 
eastern frontier, and Aboo, Nehrwalla, and ing dearth of information on the subject?
Bhooj, to the south, it may bo necessary, j  have not hes;tated tQ gend ifc ^  wjfch
before entering upon the details, to depre- its almost inevitable errors, as (I trust) a 
cate the charge of presumption or ineompe- p5oneer to more extended and a(JCUrate 
tency, by requesting the reader to bear in knowjedge>
mind, that my parties of discovery have After p m a;s;ng thu3 much> Wj m  ^  
traversed it in every direction, adding to mence with details, which, but for the 
their journals of routes living testimonies xeasons aiready stated> should have been >! 
o f their accuracy, and bringing to me comprised in tho geographis-al portion of 
natives of every thul from Bhutnair to the work? and wbich> though irrelevant to 
Qmurkote, and from Aboo to Arore* I  the historical part, « e  too important to be •-

* The journals of all these routes, with others of throw n into r A e s.— 1 may  add, that the 
Central and Western India, form eleven moderate-sissed but mr health forbids the attempt. They are now 
folio volumes, from which an itinerary of these regions., deposited in the archives of the Company, and may 
mightbe constmoted. It was my intention to h r"* serve, if judiciously used, to fill upl.ho only void in the 
drawn up a more perfect and detailed map from **«»> great map of India, executing by tbeir commands
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conclusions formed, partly from personal thinly-peopled towns and hamlets are scat- 
observation, but chiefly from the sources tered.
described above, have been confirmed by Maroosthali is bounded on the north by 
the picture drawn by Mr. Elphinstode of the flat skirting' the Garah ; on the south 
bis passage through the northern desert in by that grand salt-marsh, the Bin, and 
the. embassy to Cabal, which renders per- Koliwarra; on the east by the Aravulll ; 
fectly satisfactory to me the views *1 before and on the west by the valley o f Sinde. The 
entertained. It may bo well, at this stage, two last bounderies are the most conspi- 
to mention that some slight repetitions must cnovis, especially the Aravulli, but for which 
occur as wo proceed, Caving incidentally impediment, Central India would be sub­
noticed many o f the characteristic features merged in sand ; nay, lofty and continuous 
o f the desert in the Annals o f Bikaner, as is this chain, extending almost from the 
which was unavoidable from the position o f sea to Delhi, wherever there are passages 
that state. ' or depressions, these floating sand-clouds

The hand of Nature has defined, in the are wafted through or over, and form a little 
boldest characters, the limits o f the great tkal even in the bosom of fertility, Who- 
desert of India, and we only require to ever has crossed the Bunas near Tonk, where 
follow minutely the line o f demarcation; the sand for soma miles resembles waves 
though, in order to be distinctly under- o f the see, will comprehend this remark, 
stood, we must repeat the analysis of the Its western boundary is alike defined, and 
term Marroo&thali, the emphatic appellation will recal to the English traveller, who may 
of this ‘region o f death.’ The word is be destined to journey up the valley o f 
compounded of the Sanscrit mri ‘ to die/ and Sinde, the words of Napoleon on the Ly* 
dhcili, ‘arid or dry land/ which last, in the bain desert: “ Nothing so much, resembles 
corrupted dialect of those countries, be- the sea as the desert ; or a coast, as the 
ooutes ih d, the converse of the Greek oasis, valley o f the N ile ;”  for this substitute 
denoting tracts pavticulary sterile. Each et Indus,” whence, in journeying northward 
thul has its distinct denomination, as the along its banks from Hydrabad to Ooteh,
Hhul of Kawur/ thul of Goga, &c. \ and the range o f vision will be bounded to the 
the cultivated spots, compared with these, east by a bulwark of sand, which, rising often 
either as to nm-uber or magnitude, are so to the height of two hundred feet above the 
scanty, that instead o f the ancient Homan level of the river, leads one to imagine that 
simile, which Idcened Africa to the leopard’ s the chasm, now forming this rich valley, 
hide, reckoning the spots thereon as the must have originated in a sudden melons  
oases, I would compare ^he Indian desert o f all the glaciers o f Caucasus, whose con- 
to that of the tiger, o f whici, the long dark gregated waters made this break in the con- 
stripes would indicate the expaus.' .o t»elfcs tinnity of Maroosthali, which would other- 
ot sand, elevated upon a plain only less wise be united with the deserts of Ara- 
sandy, and over whose surface numerous cno*ja.
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W c ma-v horo rePeat r̂aditlou illiistraf - I refer to the map, and look for the town of 
v ' > ’ **g thG Sm^PW of the desert, i. that Kanorh, within the British frontier, be will
..»> . p  romote ages A was ruled by princes of see what Mr. Elpl.instone considered as 

the Powar (Pratmira) race, which the sloca, the. commencement of the desert, in his in- 
or verse of the bard, recording the names terosting expedition to Cabuh* « From 
of the nine fortresses {No-koti Maroo-ca), ao Delly to Oanound (the Kanorh of my map) 
admirably adapted by their position to main- a distappo of one hundred miles is through 
tarn these regions in subjection, further the British dominions, and need not be aL  
corroborates. We shall divest it of its cribed. It is sufficient to say, that the 
metrical form, and begin with Poogul, to country is sandy, though not ill cultivated, 
the north ; Mondore, in the centre of all On approaching Oanound, we had the first 
Maroo ; Aboo, Kheraloo, and Parkur, to specimen of the desert, to which we were 
the south; Chotun, Omurkote, A rote, and looking forward with anxious curiosity,
Lodorva, to the west; the possession of Three miles before reaching that, place we 
which assuredly makes the sovereignty of came to sand-hills, which at first were 

' the desert. The antiquity of this legend covered with bushes, . but afterwards were 
is supported by the omission of all modem naked piles of loose sand, rising one after 
e’ W> Ae present capital of the Bhattis another, like the waves of the sea, and marked, 
not being mentioned. Even Lodorva and on the surface by the wind like drifted snow.
Arote, cities for ages iu ruins, are names There were roads through them, made solid 
known only to a few who frequent the by the treading of animals; but off tho 
desert ; and Chotun and Kheraloo,* but road our horses sunk into the sand above 
lor the traditional stanzas which excited the knee.”  Such was the opening scene ; 
our research, might never have appeared the route of the embassy was by Singana, 
on the map. dhoonjoonoo, to Chooroo, when they entered

We purpose to follow the natural divi- Bikaner. Of Shekhavati, which he had 
nous of the country, or those employed by left, Mr. Elphinstone says ? « it seems' to 
the natives, who, as stated above, distinguish lose its title to be included in the desert, 
them as M e  ; and after describing these when compared with the two hundred and 
in detail, with a summary notice of the eighty miles between its western frontier 
principal towns whether ruined or existing, »Bd Bahavrulpoor, and, even of this, only 
md tho .various tribes, conclude with the the last hundred miles is .absolutely destitute, 

chief lines of route diverging from, or lead- of inhabitants, water, or vegetation. Our 
dig to, Jesaulmer. journey from Shekhavati to Poogul, was

The whole of Bikaner, and that part of over hills and valleys of loose and heavy 
Shekhavati north of tho Aravali, are coin- sand. The hills were exactly like those 
prebended in the desert. If the reader will which are sometimes formed by the wind

-----—----------->----------- — on the sea-shore, but far exceeding stem in
k i t i i  fifteen miles north of Chotun — — ---------- -------------------r J r :___

'  * It loft Delili the 13th October 1803.
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