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TO

H IS  MOST GRACIOUS M A JESTY

W ILLIAM  THE FOURTH.
t j j iw f lp  v  t f i l  | l f A . ' ' ' 1 r i•  ——cXIQjPOoC——   

SIRE,

Your Majesty has graciously sanctioned the presentation of the Second 
Volume of the. A nnals of R ajpoot ana to the Public under the auspices of 
Your M ajesty’s name.

In completing this work, it has been my endeavour to draw a faithful picture 
of States, the ruling principle of which is the paternity of the Sovereign. That 
this patriarchal form is the. best suited to the geniu9 of the people, may be 
presumed from its durability, which war, famine, and anarchy have failed to 
destroy. The throne has always been the watch-word and rallying-point of 
the Rajpoots. My prayer is, that it,may continue so, and that neither the love 
of conquest, nor false views of policy, may tem pt us to subvert the indepen
dence of these States, some of which have braved the storms of more than ten 
centuries.

I t  will not, I trust, be deemed presumptuous in. the Annalist of these gallant 
and long-oppressed races thus to solicit for them a full measure of Your 
Majesty’s gracious patronage; in return for which, the Rajpoots, making Your 
Majesty’s enemies their own, would glory in assuming the ‘ saffron’ robe; em-. 
blematic of death or victory, under the banner of that chivalry of which Your 
Majesty is the head.

That Your Majesty’s throne may ever be surrounded by chiefs who will act 
up to the principles of fealty maintained at all hazards by the Rajpoot, is the 
heartfelt aspiration Of,

( SIRE,

Your Majesty’s

Devoted subject and servant,

JA M ES TOD..
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I n placing Before the Public the concluding' volume of the Annals of 

Rajpootana, I have fulfilled what I considered to be a sacred obligation to the 

races amongst whom I  have passed the better portion of my life ; and 

although no man can more highly appreciate public approbation, I  am far less 

eager to court that approbation, than to awaken a sympathy for the objects 

of my work, the interesting people of Rajpootana.

I need add nothing to what was urged in the Introduction to tho F irst 

Volume on the subject of Indian H istoryj and trust that, however slight the ' 

analogy between, the chronicles of the Hindus and those of Europe, as histo

rical works, they will serve to banish, the reproach, which India has so long 

laboured under, of possessing no records of past events: my only fear now 

is, that they may he thought redundant.

I think I  may confidently affirm, that whoever, without being alarmed at 

their bulk, has the patience attentively to peruse these Annals, cannot 

fail to become well acquainted with all the peculiar features of Hindu society, 

and will be enabled to trace the foundation and progress of, each state in 

Rajpootana, as well as to form & just notion of the character of a  people, 

upon whom, at a future period, our existence in India may depend.

W hatever novelty the enquirer into the origin of nations.may find in these 

pages, I am ambitious to claim fur them a higher title than a mass o f mere
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archaeological fitofi*. To see humanity under 'every aspect, and to observe 

the influence of different creeds upon man in his social capacity, must ever 

be one of the highest sources of mental enjoym ent; and I may hope that the 

personal qualities herein delineated, will allow the labourer m this vast field 

of philosophy to enlarge his sphere of acquaintance with human varieties. In  

the present circumstances of our alliance with these states, every tra it of 

national character, and even every traditional incident, which, by leading us 

to understand and respect their peculiarities, may enable us to secure their 

friendship and esteem, become of infinite importance. The more we study 

their history, the better shall we comprehend the causes of their interna

tional quarrels, the origin of their tributary engagements, the secret principles 

of their mutual repulsion, and the sources of their strength and their weak

ness as an aggregate body : without which knowledge i t  is impossible we 

can arbitrate with justice in their national disputes; and, as respects ourselves, 

we may convert a means of defence into a source of bitter hostility.

I t  has been my aim to diversify as much as possible the details of this 

volume. In. the Annals of Marwar, 1 have traced the conquest and peopling 

of an immense region by a handful of strangers; and hate  dwelt, perhaps, 

with tedious minuteness on the long reign of Raja Ajit Sing and the thirty 

year’s war, to shew what the energy of one of these petty states, impelled by 

a sense ot oppression, effected against the colossal power of its enemies. I t  

is a portion of their history which should be deeply studied by those who 

have succeeded to the paramount power ■> for Arutnggeb had less reason to 

distrust the stability of his dominion than we have : yet what is now the 

house of l anour l  The resources of Manvar were reduced to as low an ebb 

a ttn e  close of Arimgzebs reign, as they are at the present time : yet did that 

state surmount all its difficulties, and bring armies into the field tha t anni

hilated the forces of the empire. Let us not, then, mistake the supineness

•' *
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engendered by long oppression, for w ant of feeling, nor mete out to those 

high-spirited people the same measure of contumely, with which we have 

treated the subjects of our earlier conquests.

The Annals of the BIxattis may be considered as the link connecting the 

tribes of India Proper with the ancient races, west of the Indus, or Indo- 

Scythia; and although they will but slightly interest the general reader, 

the antiquary may find in them many new topics for investigation, as 

well as in the Sketch of the Desert, which has preserved the relics of 

names that once promised immortality.

The patriarchal simplicity of the J it communities, upon whose ruin.- the 

state of Bi kaiier was founded, affords a picture, however imperfect, of petty 

republics,—a form of Government little known to eastern, despotism, and 

proving the tenacity of the ancient Gate’s attachment to liberty.

Amber, and its scion Shekhavati, possess a still greater interest from their 

contiguity to our frontier. A multitude of singular privileges is attached to 

the Shekhavati federation* which it behoves the paramount power thoroughly 

to understand, lest it should be led by false views to pursue a  policy detri

mental to them as well as to ourselves. To this extensive community belong 

the Larkhanis, so utterly unknown to us, that a recent internal tumult of 

that tribe was at first mistaken for an irruption of our oid enemies, the 

Pindarries.

Ilaroufci may claim our regard from the high bearing of its gallant race, the 

Haras ; and the singular character of the individual with whose biography 

its history closes, and which cannot fail to impart juster notions of the genius 

of Asiatics.

So much for the matter of this volume -—-with regard to the manner, as the 

Rapoots abhor all pleas ad misericordiam, so likewise does their annalist, who 

begs to repeat, in order to deprecate a standard of criticism inapplicable to

■ ec%x
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this performance, that it professes not to bo constructed on exact historical 

principles: IVon historia, sed particulce historic.
In conclusion, I adopt the peroration of the ingenuous pious and liberal 

Abulfazil, when completing his History of the' Provinces of India; 41 Praise 

be unto God, that by the assistance of his Divine Grace, I have completed 

the History of the Rajpooki. The account cost rue a great deal of trouble 

in collecting, and I  found such, difficulty in ascertaining dates, and in recon

ciling the contradictions in the several histories of the Princes of Rajpoolana, 
that I had nearly resolved to relinquish the task altogether : but who can 

resist the decrees of Fate P I trust that those, who have been able to obtain 

better information, will not dwell upon my errors j but that upon the whole 

I may meet with approbation.”

York Place, Portman Square,

March 10 th, 1832.

»
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A N N A L S  OF M A R W A R .

CHAPTER I.

The various etymons of Alar war —Authorities for its early history.—Ynti genealogical 
roll.—The Rah tore race, who inhabit it, descended Iran the Yavan kings of Parli- 
j.oor.— Second roll.—Nayn Pal. Bis date.— Conquers Canouj—Utility of. Rajpoot 
genealogies.—The Sniya Parkas, or poetic chronicle of the bard Knrnidhan.—The 
Raj Roopae A'kheat, or chronicle of Ajit Sing’s minority and reign.—The Beefy 
Vulas.—The Kbeat, a biographical treatise.— Other sources.—The Yavanas and 
Aswas, or Indo-Scythic tribes.—The thirteen Bithtore families, bearing the epithet 
Camdhuj,—Raja Jeichund, king of Canouj.—The extent and splendour of that state 
before the 'Mahotnedan conquest of India.—His immense array.'—Title of Mandali- 
ea.—Divine honours paid to him —Rite of Seen air undertaken by Jeichund.—Its 
failure and consequences.,—Stave of India at that period,—The four great Hindu 
monarchies.—Debit.— Canouj.—Mewar.— Anhulwarra,— Shabudin, king o( Gor, in
vades India.—Overcomes the Chohun king of Dehli.— Attacks Canouj.—Destruction 
of that monarchy after seven centuries’ duration.,—Death of Jeichund.—-Date of this 
event... ... ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• *

CHAPTER II.
Emigration of Seoji and Saitram, grandsons of Jeichund.—Their arrival in the West- 

ern Desert.—Sketch of the tribes inhabiting the desert to the Indus at that 
epoch.—Seoji offers his services to the chief of Koloomud.—They are accepted.— He 
attacks Lakba Pboolana, the famed freebooter of Phoolra, who is defeated.—Saitram 
killed.—Seoji marries the Solanki’s daughter.—Proceeds by Anhulwarra on his 
route to Dwarica.—Again encounters Lakba Phoolana, whom he slays in single com
b a t—Massacres the Dabeys of Mebwo, and the Gohils of Kherdbur.—Seoji estab
lishes himself in “land of Kber.”—The Brahmin community of Paid invoke the aid 
ot Soeji against the mountaineers.—Offer him lands.—Accepted.—Birth of a 
son.—Seoji massacres the Brahmins, and usurps their lands.—Death of Seoji.—Leaves 
three sons.—The elder Asothama, succeeds.—The second Soniug, obtains Edur.
Ajmal, the third, conquers Okamundala, originates the Badhail tribe of that re
gion.—Asothama leaves eight sons, heads of clans.—Doohur succeeds.—Attempts to 
recover Canouj.—Failure.—Attempts Mundore.—Slain.—Leaves seven sons.—Rae- 
pal succeeds.—Revenges his father’s death.—His thirteen sons.—Their issue spread 
over Maroo.—Kao Kanhul succeeds.—Rao Jalbum—Rao Chado.— Rao Theedo.
Carry on wars with the Rhattis and other tribes.—Conquest of Beenmahl.— Rao 
Silnk.—Rao Beerumdeo, killed in battle with the Johyas.—Clans, tbpir issue.—Rao 
Chondn.— Conquers Mundore from the Purihar.—Assaults and obtains Nagore from 
t!„* Imperialists.—Captures Nadole, capital of Godwar.—Marries |he Princess of 
Mundore.—Fourteen sons and one daughter, who married Lakba Rana of Mewar.
Itf suit of this marriage.—Feud between Irinkowal, fourth son of Chonda, and the 
Rhatti chieftain of Poogul.— Chonda slaiq at Hagore.—Rao Bimnull succeeds. Re
sides at Cheetore.'—Conquers Ajmer for the Rana.—Equalizes the weights and mea
sures of Manvar, which he divides into departments.— Rao Rinnmll slain.—Leaves 
twenty-four sons, whose issue constitute the present fpergge of Marwar.—Table 

pf clans ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 7
b



CHAPTER III.
Accession of Ilao Joda.—Transfers the seat of government from Mundore to the new 

capital Jodpoor.—The cause.—The Vana-perist, or Druids of India.—Their penances.
The fourteen sons of Joda.—New settlement of Satulmer, Mairta, Bikaner.—Joda 
dies.—Anecdotes regarding him.—His personal appearance.— Rapid increase of the 
Rahtore race.—-Names'of tribes displaced thereby.— Accession of Kao Soojoh.—.First 
conflict of the Rah to res with the Imperialists.—Rape of fie  Rahtore virgins at Fee- 
par.—Gallantry of Soojoh.—His loath.—Issue.—Succeeded by his grandson Rao 
Ganga.~-His uncle Saga contests the throne.— Obtains the aid of the Lodi Pathans.
Civil War.—Saga slain.— Baber’s invasion of India.— Rana Sanga generalissimo of' 
the Rajpoots.—Rao Ganga sends his contingent under his grandson Raemul—Slain 
at Diana.—Death of Ganga.— Accession of Rao Maldeo— Becomes the first amongst 
the princes of Bajpootana.—Reconquers Nagore and Ajmer from the Lodis, Jhalore 
and Sewanoh from, the Siuihils.—Reduces the rebellious allodial vassals— Conquest 
from Jessulmer.—The Maldotes.—Takes Poknra.—Dismantles Satulmer.—His nu
merous public works.—Cantons belonging to Marwar enumerated.—Maldeo resumes 
several of the great estates.—Makes a scale of rank hereditary in the line of Joda.
Period favourable to Maldeo’s consolidation of his power.—His inhospitality to the 
Emperor Hemayoou.—Shore Shall invades Marwar.—Maldeo meets him.—Danger of 
the Imperial army.—Saved by stratagem from destruction.—Rahtore army retreats.
Devotion of the two chief clans.—Their destruction.—Akbar invades Marwar.—Takes 
Mairta and Nagore.—Confers them on Roe Sing of Bikaner.—Maldeo sends his 
second son to Akber’a court.—Refused to pay homage in person.—The Emperor gives 
the firman of Jodpoor to Rao Sing.—Rao Maldeo besieged by Akber.—Defends Jod
poor.—Sends his son Oodi Sing to Akber.—His reception.—Receives the title of Raja.
Chnndersen maintains Rahtore independence.—-Retires to Sewanoh.—Besieged and 
slain.—His sons.—Maldeo witnesses the subjection of his kingdom.—His death,—His 
twelve sons ••• ... ... ••• ••• 12

CHAPTER IV.
Altered condition of the Princes of Marwar.—Installation of Raja Oidi Sing.—Not 

aekowledged by the most powerful clans until the death of Chnndersen.—Histori
cal retrospect.—The three chief epochs of Marwar history, from the conquest to its 
dependence on the ompife.—Order of succession changed, with change of capital, 
in Mewar, Amber, and Marwar.—Branches to which the . succession is confined.
Dangers of mistaking these.—Examples.—Joda regulates the fiefs.—The eight great 
nobles of Marwar— These regulations maintained by Maldeo, who added to the 
secondary fiefs-— Fiefs perpetuate 1 in the elder branches.—-The brothers and sons of 
Joda—Various descriptions of fiefs.— Antiquity of the Rajpoot feudal system.
Akber maintains it.— Paternity of the Rajpoot sovereigns not a fiction, as in Europe.
The lowest Rajpoot claims kindred with the sovereign—The name .Oodi Sing, fatal 
to Bajpootana.—Bestows his sister Jod Bae on Akber-—Advantages to the Rah torus 
of this marriage.—Numerous progeny of Oodi Sing.—‘Establishes the fiefs of Govin- 
gurgh and Pisangurh.—Kishengurh and Rntlam.—Remarkable death of Raja Oodi.
Sing.—Anecdotes—.Issue of Oodi Sing.—Table of descent ... ... ... 23

CHAPTER V.
Accession of Raja Soor— His military talents obtain him honours—Reduces Rao 

Soortan of Sirohi.—Commands against the King of Guzzor.it.—Battle of Dkundoca 
gained by the R>.ia.—Wealth and honours acquired.—Gifts to the hards.—-Com
manded against Umrali Baieoha— Battle of the Rewa-—-Slays the Chohan.—Fresh 
honours.—Raja Soor and his son Guj Sing attend - he court of Jehangir. The heir 
of Marwar invested with the Sword by the Emperor’s own hands.—Escalade of 
Jhalore— Ilaja Guj attends Prince Khoorrn against the Rana of Mewar— Death of
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Baia Soor_-Maledictory pillar orectod on the Nerbudda— Tha^ Ractoro chiefs dis
satisfaction at their long detention from their native land.—Raja Soor embellishes 
Jodpoor.—His issue. — Accession of Raja Q-uj.—Invested with the Rajaship ot 
Boorhanpoor.—Made Viceroy of the Dekhan—-The compliment paid to his contin
gent._His various actions__Receives the title of DaUhumna, or ‘ barrier or the
host-’—Causes of Rajpoot influence on the Imperial succession..—The Sultans Purvez 
and Khoorrn, sons of Rajpoot Princesses.—Intrigues of the queen? to secure the 
succession to their immediate offspring— Prince Khoorrn plots against his brother ■
Endeavours to gain Raj* Guj, bat fails.--The prince causes the chief ad viser oi *ut*a 
Guj to be assassinated—  Raja Guj quits the royal army.—Prmoe Khoorrn assas
sinates his brother Purvez. — Proceeds to depose his father .Jehangir, who appeals to 
the fidelity of the-Rajpoot Princes— They rally round the throne, and encounter 
the rebel armv near Benares.—The Emperor slights the Rahtore Prince, which 
proves nearly fatal to his cause. — The rebels defeated Flight of Fririoe Khooirn*
Baja Guj slain on the Guzzerat frontier.—His second son. Raja Jeswunth succeeds- 
Reasons for occasional departure from the rules of primogeniture amongst the 
Rajpoots.—Umra, the elder, excluded the succession.—Sentence ot banishment pro
nounced against him.—Ceremony of des-vatu, ‘ exile ’ described.—Umra repairs to 
the Mogul court.—Honours conferred upon him.—His tragical death ... •••

CHAPTER VI.
Raja Jeswriftt mounts the gadi of Manv.ir.— His mother a princess of Me war 

He is a patron of science.—His first service in Gondwana —Prince Dura appointee 
regent of the empire by his father, Shah Johan— Appoints Jeswunt viceroy in 
Maiwa—  Rebellion of Aruugzeb, who aspires to the crown— Jeswunt, appointed 
o-eneralissimo of the army sent to oppose him— Battle of Futtehabad, a drawn 
battle— Jeswunt retreats— Heroism of Rao Rutna of Rutlam .-Arungzob proceeds 
towards Agra.—Battle of Jajow.—Rajpoots overpowered.— Shah Jehan deposed- 
Aruugzeb, now emperor, pardons Jeswunt, and summons him to the presence.
Commands hint to join the army formed against Shuja.—Battle of Cudjwa. ton- 
duct of Jeswunt — Betrays Aruugzeb, and plunders his camp— Forms a junction with 
B a rs —This prince’s inactivity— Anmgzeb invades Marwar— Detaches Jeswunt 
from Dara — Appointed viceroy of Guzzerat.—Sent to serve in the Dekhan. Enters 
into Sevaji’s designs.—Plans the death of Sbaista Khan, the King s lieutenant. Ob
tains this office.—Superseded by the prince of Amber— Re-appointed to the army of 
the Dekhan— Stimulates Prince Moazzim to rebellion.—Supresoded by Delire Khan.
Jeswunt tries to cut him off.— Removed from the Dekhan to Guzzerat. Outwitted 
bv the kino-.—Ordered against the rebellious Afghans of Cabul.—Jeswunt leaves his 
son,’ Pirthi Sing, in charge of Jodpoor.—Pirthi Sing commanded to court by 
Arangzeb, who gives him a poisoned robe.—His death.—Character.—I  he tidings 
reach Jeswunt at Cabul, and cause his death. Character of Jeswunt. Anecdotes 
illustrative of Rahtore character.—Nahur Khan— His exploits with the tiger, and 
against Soortan of Sarohi.. ••• *" **

CHAPTER VII.
The pregnant queen of Jeswunt prevented from becoming Sati. Seven concubines 

arid one Rani buru with him— The Obimdravati Ram mounts the pyre at Mundore.
General orief for the loss of Jeswunt— Posthumous birth of A jit.—Jeswunt s 
family and contingent return from Cabul to Marwar.—Intercepted by Aruugzeb, 
who demands the surrender of the infant Ajit.- -Ihe  chiefs destroy the females, 
and defend themselves— Preservation of the' infant prince.— The Eendos take'
Mundore— Expelled.—Arungzeb invades Marwar, takes and plunders Jodpoor, 
and sacks all the large towns.—Destroys the Hindu temples, and commands the 
conversion of the Rahtore race.— Impolicy of the measure-—Establishes the Jezeya,



or tax on infidels.—The Rahtores and Seesodias unite against the king.—Even ts 
of the war from the Chronicle.—-Tho Ma'irtea clan oppose the entire royal army, 
but are cut to pieces.—The combined Rajpoots fight the imperialists at Nadplel 
Tbeem, the son of the Rana, slain.—Prince Akber disapproves the war against the 
Rajpoots.—Makes overtures.—Coalition.—The Rajpoots declare Akber” emperor.
Treachery and death of Tyber Khan,—Akber escapes, and claims protection from 
the Rajpoots.—Doorga conducts Prince Akber to the Dekhan.— Soiling, brother of 
Doorga, leads the Rahtores.—Conflict at Jodpoor.—Affair at Sojut.—The cholera 
morbus appears.—Arungzeb offers peace.—The conditions accepted by Sonina.
Soning’s death.—Arungzeb annuls the treaty.—Prince Azim Soft to carry on the 
war.—Mooslem garrisons throughout Mar war.—The Rahtores take post in the 
Aravulli hills.—Numerous encounters.—Affairs of Sojnt.— Cheraie.—Jytarnn .
Rain poor,— Palli.—Immense sacrifice of lives.— The JBhattis join the Rahtores.
The Mairtea chief assassinated during a truce.— Further encounters.—Sowauoh 
assaulted.—-The Mooslem garrison put to the sword.— Noor Alii abducts the Assani 
damsels.— Is pursued and killed.—Mooslem garrison of Sambhur destroyed.—Jha- 
lore capitulates to the Rajpoots ... ... ... ... 50

CH A PTER T i l l .
The clans petition to see the young Raja.—Doorjan Sal of Kotah joins the Rahtore 

cause. —They proceed to Aboo.— Are introduced to Ajit, who is conveyed to ALwa, 
and makes a tour to all the chieftainships.—Consternation of Arungzeb.—-He sets 
up a pretender to Jod poor.—The Rahtores and Haras drive the Imperialists from 
Marwar.—They carry the war abroad.—Storm of Poor Mandil.— The Hara Prince 
slain.—Boorgadas returns from the Dekhan.— Defeats Sell Khan, governor of 
Ajmer, who is disgraced by the king.—Sefi Khan attempts to circumvent Ajit by 
negotiation.—His failure and disgrace.—Rebellion in Mewar__ The Rahtores sup
port the Rann.—Arungzeb negotiates for the daughter of prince Akber left in 
Marwar.-— Ajit again driven for refuge into the hills,—Affair at Beejipoor__ Suc
cess of die Rahtores.— Artmgzebs apprehension for his grand-daughter,—The Rana 
sends the coco-nut to Ajit, who proceeds to Oodipoor, and marries the Rana’s' niece.
Negotiation'; for peace renewed.—Terminate.;—The surrender of the princess.—Jod- 
poor restored.—Magnanimity of Doorgadas.—Ajit takes possession.—Ajit again
driven from bis capital .— Afflictions of the Hindu race__A son born to Ajit named
Abliyo Sing.—His horoscope.—Battle of Droonara.—The viceroy of Lahore passes 
through Marwar to Guzzerat.—Death of Arungzeb.—Diffuses joy.—Ajit attacks • .
jodpoor.— Capitulation.— Dispersion and massacre of the king’s troops__Ajit re
sumes his dominions.—Azim, with the title of Bahader Shah, mounts the throne.
Battle of Agra.— The king prepares to invade Marwdr.i—Arrives at Ajmer.— Pro
ceeds to Bai Biiaru.— Sends an embassy to A jit, who repairs to the imperial camp.
Reception.—Treacherous conduct of the emperor.—Jodpoor surprised.—A jit forced 
to accompany the emperor to the Bekhan,.. Discontent of the Rajas.—They aban
don the king, and join Rana Umra at Oodipore.—Triple alliance.—Ajit appears 
before Jodpoor, which capitulates on honourable term?.—Ajit undertakes to replace 
Raja Jey  Sing on the gadi of Amber.—Battle of Sambhur, Ajit victorious.-—Amber 
•abandoned to Jey Sing.—Aiit attacks Bikaner.— Redeems Nagore.—The Rajas 
threatened by the'king.-—Again unite.r—The king repairs to Ajmer,—The Rajas 
join him. —Receive firmans tor their dominions.— A jit makes a pilgrimage to Cum- 
kheta, Reflections on the thirty years’ war waged by the Rahtores against the 
empire for independence.—Eulogium on Doorgadas ... ... ...

C H A PT E R  IX .
Ajit commanded to reduce Nahn and the rebels of the Sewaluk mountains__-The

emperor dies.—Civil wars.—Ajit nominated viceroy of Guzzerat.— Ajit commanded
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to send bis son to court,—Daring attack on the chief of Nagore, who is slain—Re
taliated.—The king’s army invades Marwar.—Jodpoor invested.—Terms—Abhye 
Sing sent to court.—A jit proceeds to Delhi.—Coalesces with the Syed ministry of 
the king.— Gives a daughter in marriage to the emperor.—Returns to Jodpoor.
Repeal of the Jezeya.—Ajit proceeds to his viceroyalty of Guzzerat.—Settles the 
province.—Worships at Dwariea.—Returns to Jodpoor.—The Syeds summon him to 
court.—The splendour of his train.—Leagues with the Syeds.—The Emperor visits 
Ajit.—Portents.—Husein Alii arrives from the Dekhan.—Consternation of the oppo
nents of the Syeds and Ajit.—Ajit blockades the palace with his Rahtores.—The 
Emperor put to death-—Successors.—Mohammed Shah.—He marched against Am
ber.—Its Raja claims sanctuary with Ajit.—Obtains the grant of Ahmedabad.
Returns to Jodpoor.7—Ajit unites his daughter to the Prince of Amber.—The Syeds 
assassinated.—Ajit warned of his danger.—Seizes on Ajmer—Slays the governor.
Destroys the mosques, and re-establishes the Hindu rites.—Ajit declares his indepen
dence.—Coins in his own name.—Establishes weights and measures, and his own 
courts of justice.—Fixes the gradations of rank amongst his chiefs.—The Imperialists 
invade Marwar.—Abhye Sing heads thirty thousand Rahtores to oppose them.—The 
king’s forces decline battle.—The Rahtores ravage the Imperial provinces.—Abhye 
Sing obtains the surname of ’DhmhiP, or exterminator.—Returns to Jodpoor.
Battle of Sambhur.—Ajit gives sanctuary to Choraman Jat, founder of Bburtpore.
The emperor puts himself at the head of all his forces to avenge tkp defeat of Sam- 
bliur.—Ajmer invested.—Its defence.—Ajit agrees to surrender Ajmer.—Abhye 
Sing proceeds to the Imperial carnp.—His reception— His arrogant bearing.—Mur
der of Ajit by his son.—Infidelity of the bard.—Blank leaf of the Raj Roopaca, in
dicative of this event.—Extract from that chronicle.;—Funereal Rites!—Six (preens 
and fifty- eight concubines determine to become Satis.-—Expostulations of the Nazir, 
hards, and purohits.—They fail.—Procession.—Rite concluded.—Reflections on Ajit’s 
life and history. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 70

CHAPTER X.
T he parricidal murder of Ajit, the cause of the destruction of Marwar__The parri-

cide, Abhye.Sing, invested as Raja by the emperor’s own hand.—He returns from 
court to Jodpoor.—His reception.—He distributes gifts to the bards and priests.
The bards of Rajpootana — Kurna, the poetic historian of Marwar.—Studies requi
site to form a Rardai.—Ahhye Sing reduces Nagore.—Bestows it in appanage upon 
his brother Bukhta.—Reduces the turbulent allodialists.—Commanded to court.
Makes a tour of his domain.—Seized by the small-pox.—Reaches the court.—Rebel
lion of the viceroy of Guzzerat, and of prince Jungali in the Dekhan.—Picture of 
the Mogul court at this time.—The beera of foreign service against the rebels des
cribed.—Refused by the assembled nobles.—Accepted by the Rahtore prince.—He 
visits Ajmer, which he garrisons.—Meeting at Pooshkur with the Raja of Amber.
Plan the destruction of the empire.—At Mairta is joined by his brother Bukhi Sing]
Reaches Jodpoor.—The klier, or feudal levies' of Marwar, assemble.—Consecration 
of the guns.—The Meenas carry off the cattle of the train.—Rajpoot contingents 
enumerated.—Abhye reduces the Meena strong-holds in Sirohi.—The Sirohi prince 
submits, and gives a daughter in marriage as a peace-offering.—The Sipoki contin
gent joins Abhye Sing.—Proceeds against Ahmedabad.—Summons the viceroy to 
surrender.—Rajpoot council of war.—Bukhta claims  ̂to lead the van —The Rahtore 
prince spirnkles his chiefs with saffron-water.—Sirbullund’s plan of defence.—His 
guns manned by Europeans.—Bis body-Juarc! of European musketeers.—The 
storm.—Victory gained by the Rajpoots.—Surrender of Sirbullund —He is sent 
prisoner to the emperor.—Abhye Sing governs Guzzerat.—Rajpoot contingents 
enumerated.—Conclusion of the chronicles, the Raj Roopaca and Surya Pra/cas.

Abhye Sing returns to Jodpoor.—The spoils conveyed from Guzzerat ... ... 83
c
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CH A PTER X I. Page.
Mutual jealousies of the brothers.-Abhye Sing dreads the military fame of Bokhta.

His policy •-—Prompted by the bard Karma, who deserts Jodpooc for Nagnre.
Scheme laid by Bukhta to th wart bis brother.— Attack of Bikaner by Abhye Sing.
Singular oonduct of his chiefs, who afford supplies to the besieged— Bukhta's scheme 
to embroil the Amber prince with his brother.—-His overture and advice^ to attack 
Jodpore in t he absence ol his brother.—Jey Sin<r of Aim her. His reception of this 
advice which is discussed aud rejected in a full council of the nobles of Amber.
The envoy of Bukhta obtains an audience of the prince of Amber.—Attains his 
object - H i s  insuitinn letter to Bfcja Abhye Sing.—The latter’s laconic reply.
Jey >Sing calls out the Kher, or feudal army of Amber.— Obtains foreign allies.
One hundred thousand men muster under the walls of hi.-, capital-—March to the
Marwar frontier.—Abhye Sing raises the siege of Bikaner. —Bukhta’s strange 
conduct'—Swears his vassals.— Marches with-his personal retainers only to combat 
the host of Amber. —Battle of Gangaria—  Desperate onset of Bukhta Sing.
Destruction of his bond.—With sixty men charges the Amber prince, who avoids
him__Eulogy of Bukhta by the Amber bards.—Kurna the bard presents a third
charge.—Bukhta’s distress‘at the loss of liis men.—The Rana mediates a peace.
Bukhta loses his tutelary divinity.—Restored by the Amber prince, Death ot
Abhye Sing.—Anecdotes illustrating his character ... ... ... J i

CH A PTER XIX.
Rum Sing succeeds —H is impetuosity of temper.—His uncle, Bukhta Sing, absents 
■ himself from the rite of inauguration.-Sends his nurse as proxy.-Construed by 

Ram Sinw as an insult.—He resents it, and resumes the fief of Jhalore— Confidant 
of Ram Sing,.—The latter insults the chief of the Uiampawuts, who withdraws 
from the court.—His interview with the chief bard;—Joins Bukhta Sing. The 
chief bard gives his suffrage to Bukhta.— Uivil w ar.^B attle ot Mrnrta- EUm Sing 
defeated.-Bulcht Sing assumes the sovereignty.—The Bagn chie.tam girds him 
with the sword.—Fidelity of the Phrol.it to the ex-prince, Ram Sing— He proceeds 
to the Dekhan to obtain "aid of the M ahrattas,.-Poetical correspondence between 
Raja Bukhta and the Purohit.— Qualities, mental and personal, ot Bukhta.—  I  he 
Mahrattas threaten Marwar.— All the clans unite round Bukhta.—He advances to 
give battle.—Refused by the Mahrattas.— H e takes post at the P»8s of Ajmer.
Poisoned by the queen of Amber— Bukhta’s character— Reflections on the Rajpoot 
character— Contrasted with that of the European nobles in the dark ages— Judg
ment of the bards on crimes— Improvised stanza on the princes of Jodpooi and 
Amber—  Anathema of the 8 ati, wife of A jit— Its fulfilment— Opinions ot the 
Rajpoot of such inspirations

CH A PTER X III.
Aecessionof Beejv Sing.—Receives at Mairta the homage ot his chiefs Proceeds 

to the capital.™The ex-prince Ram Sing forms a treaty with the Mahrattas and 
the Ciichwahas— Junction of the confederates.—Beejy Sing assembles t a f  clans 
on the plains of Mairta— Summoned to surrender the gait.—His rep ly — Battle.
Beejy. Sin* defeated.—Destruction of the Rah tore Cuirassiers.—Rase de guerre.
Beejy Sing left alone.—HL flight.—Eulogies of the bard—-Fortresses surrender to 
Ram Sing.—Assassination of the Mahratta commander.—-Compensation for t.ie 
murder.—Ajmer surrendered.—Tribute or ohouth established.— Mahrattas abandon 
the ease of Ram Sing.—Couplet commemorative of this event.—Cenotaph to Jay 
Appa— Ram Sing dies.— His character.—Anarchy reigns in Marwar.— Ilia 
Rahtore oligarchy.—Laws of adoption in the case of Pokura fief,—-Insolence of its 
chief to his prince, who entertains mercenaries.—-This innovation accelerates the decay 
of feudal principles.—The Raja plans the diminution of the aristocracy.— The nobles
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confederate.—Gtanlhan Keedhie.—His advice to the prince.—Humiliating treaty be- 
tween the EUja and llis vassals. —Mercenaries disbanded.—Death of the prince's 
guru or priest.—His prophetic words.—Kere&-earma, or funeral rites made the e x 
pedient to entrap the chiefs, who are condemned to death.—Intrepid conduct of 
Dfevi Sing of Pokurn.—His last vvords.r—Reileotions on their defective system of 
government.—Sacrifice of the law of primogeniture—Its consequences-.—Subhid 
Sing arms to avenge his father's death.—Is slain.—Power of the nobles checked 
They are led against the robbers of the desert.—Amerkote seized from Shade.—God war 
Taken from Me war.—Marwar and Jeipoor unite against the Mahrattas, who are 
defeated at Tonga.—Db Boigne’a first appearance.—Ajmer recovered by the Rah tores.
Battles of Patuu and Mairta.—Ajmer surrenders.—Suicide of the governor:—Beejy 
Sing’s concubine adopts Maun Sing.—Her insolence alienates the nobles, who plan 
the deposal of the Raja.—Murder of the concubine.— Beejy Sing dies . .  ... 103-

CHAPTER X tV .
Raja Bheem seizes upon the gadi.—Discomfiture of his competitor, Z alira Sing-.

Bheem destroys all the other claimants to succession, excepting Mann' Sing.
Blockaded in Jhalore.-—Sallies from the garrison for supplies.—Prince Mann heads 
one of them.—-Incurs the risk of capture.—Is preserved by the Ahore chief.— Raja 
Bheem offends his nobles-—They abandon M arwar—The fief of Neeraaj attacked.
Jhalore reduced to the point of surrender.—Sudden and critical death of Raja 
Bheem.--Its probable cause.— The Vedyas, or cunning men, who surround the 
prince.— Accession of Raja Maun.—Rebellion of Sowae Sing of Pokurn.—Conspiracy 
of Charnpasnni.—Declaration of the pregnancy of a queen of Raja Bheem.—Con
vention with Raja Maun.— Posthumous births.— There evil consequences in Rajwarra.
A chibl born.—Sent off by stealth to Pokurn, and its birth kept a secret.—Named 
Dhonkul.— Raja Maun evinces indiscreet partialities.—Alienates the Champawnts.
Birth of the posthumous son-of Raja Bheem promulgated.—-The chiefs call on Raja 
Maun to fulfil the terms of the convention.—The mother disclaims the child.—The 
Pokurn chief sends the infant Dhonkul to the sanctuary of Abhye Sing of Khetri .
Sowae opens his underplot.—Embroils Raja Maun with the courts of Amber and 
Mewar.—He carries the pretender Dhonkul to Jeipoor.—Acknowledged and pro
claimed as Raja of Marwar.—The majority of the chiefs support the pretender.—The 
Bikaner prince espouses his cause.— Armies called into the field.—‘Baseness of 
Holcar, who deserts Raja Maun.—The armies approach.— Mann’s chiefs abandon 
him.—He attempts suicide.-—Is persuaded to fly.—He gains «Todpoor.—Prepares for 
defence.—Becomes suspicious of all his kin,—Refuses them the honour of defending 
the castle.—-They join the allies, who invest Jodpoor.—The city taken and plun
dered.—Distress of the besiegers.—Meer Khan’s conduct causes a division.—His 
flight from Marwar.—Pursued by the Jeipoor commander.—Battle.—'Jeipoor force 
destroyed, and the city invested.—Dismay of the Raja.—Breaks- up the siege of 
Jodpoor;— Pays £200.000 lor a safe passage to Jeipoor.—The spoils of Jodpoor 
intercepted by the Rahtoros, and wrested from the Ouchwahas.—Meer Khan 
formally accepts service with Raja Maun, and repairs to Jodpoor with the four 
Bahtore chiefs .... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... il6>

CH A PTER XV.

Meer Khan’s reception at Jodpoor.—Engages to extirpate Sowae’s faction.—Inter
changes turbans with the Raja.—The Kbart repairs to Nagore.—Interview with 
Sowae.—Swears to support the Pretender.—Massacre of the Rajpoot chief's.
Pretender flies.—The Khan plunders Nagore.-—Rceives- d?l00,000 from Raja Maun.
Jeipoor over-run— Bikaner attacked.'—Meer Khan obtains the ascendancy in 
Marwar.—Garrisons Nagore with his Pathans.— Partitions lands amongst bis chiefs.
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Commands the salt lakes of Nowak and Sambbnr— The minister Induraj and high 
priest Deonath assassinated— Raja Mann’s reason aftected .-ll.s  seclusion -  Abduc
tion in favour of his son Chuttur Sniff .-W h o  falls the victim oI illicit pumnts.
Madness of Raja Mann increased.-Its causes -feuspimom of the Raja having 
sacrified fcduraj.-T he oligarchy, headed by Salim Sing of Pokurn, son of Sowae, 
assumes the charge of the gOvernment.-Epoch of British unirersal supremacy.
Treaty with Marwar framed during the regency of Chuttur feing— The oligarchy, 
on his death, offer the gadi of Marwar to the house of lidur— Rejected —Weapons.
Raia Maun entreated to resume the reins of power.—Evidence that his madness 
was feigned .-T h e  Raja dissatisfied With certain stipulations of the treaty.—A 
British officer sent to Jodpoor— Akin Clo ud chief of the civil administration.
Salim Sing of Pokurn chief minister.--Opposition led by 1 utteh Rm— British 
troops offered to be placed at the Raja’s disposal.-Offer rejected— Reasons.
British agent returns to Ajmer— Permanent agent appointed to the court of Raja 
Maun —Arrives at Jodpoor— Condition of the capital.—Interviews with the haja.
Objects to he attained described— Agents leaves Jodpoor— General sequestrations 
of the fiefs.—Raja Maun apparently relapses into his old apathy,-H is  deep dissimula
tion —Circumvents and seizes die faction — Their wealth sequestrated— 1 heir igno
minious death— Immense resources derived from sequestrations-Raja Maun s 
thirst for blood.—Fails to entrap the chiefs— The Ne«paj chief attacked— Hie 
gallant defence— Slain.-The Pokurn chief escapes— Tj utteh Raj becomes minister.
Raia Mann ’s speech to him— Neemaj a ttacked— Surrender— Raja Maun s infamous 
violation of his pledge.—Noble conduct of the mercenary commander—Voluntary 
esile of the whole aristocracy of Marwar— Received by the neighbouring princes. .
Maun’s oross ingratitude to Anar Sing— The exiled chiefs apply to the British 
Government, which refuses to mediate— Raja Maun loses the opportunity of fixing
the constitution of Marwar— Reflections ••• ••• ... ■

CHAPTER XVI.
Extent and population of Marwar— Classification of inhabitants.—Jits.—Rajpoots 

sacerdotal, commercial, and servile tribes— Soil— Agricultural products— Natural 
productions.—Salt lakes— Marble and luna-stone quarries— Tin, lead ,.and  
iron mines— Alum— Manufactures— Commercial marts— Transit trade.— .1 alii, 
the emporium of Western India— Mercantile classes— Khartras and Oswals.
Kutars, or caravans— Imports and exports enumerated— Charvns, the guardians of 
the caravans— Commercial decline— Causes— Opium monopoly— hairs of Moon- 
dhwa and Bhalotra— Administration of justice— Punishments— Raja Beejy bing s 
clemency to prisoners, who are maintained by private chanty— Gaol deliveries on 
eclipses, births, and accession of princes— Bogun* or ordeals : fire, water, burning 
oil.—Punch nets— Fiscal revenues and regulations.—Ruttae, or corn-rent.— Shenahs 
and Kunwarris.-rTaxes.— Anga, or capitation-tax— (7aswah, or pasturage— it w a n , 
or door-tax ; how originated— Sayer, or imposts ; their amount.--IJhanms or col
lectors.-Revenues from the saltlakeS—  ffflndos, or caravans engaged m this trade.
Aggregate revenues— Military resources— Mercenaries,—feudal quotas— bche- 

f duie of feoffs.—Qualification ot a cavalier. ... ... ••• :• *'

ANNALS OF BIKANER,
CHAPTER I.

Origin of the state of Bikaner— Beeka, Abe founder— Condition of the aboriginal 
•fits or Qetes —The number and extensive diffusion of this Soythic race, still a 
majority of the peasantry in Western Rajpootana, and perhaps in Northern India.
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Their pursuits pastoral, their government patriarchal, their religion oi a mixed 
kind -—List of the cantons of Bikaner at the irruption oi Beeka.—Causes of 
the success of Beeka.—Voluntary surrender of the supremacy of the J i t  elders to 
Beelca 1-Conditions—Characteristic of the Getic people throughout India.
Proofs'_Invasion of the Johyas by Beeka and his J i t  subjects.—Account of the
Jobvas — Conquered by Beeka.— He wrests Bhagore from the Bhattis, and founds,
Bikaner the capital Add. 1489.—His uncle Kandul makes conquests to the north.
Death of Beeka.—His son Noonkurn succeeds.—Makes conquests from the Bhattis.
Ilia son ,Tnet succeeds.—Enlarges the power of Bikaner —Rae Bing succeeds.—-The 
Jits of Bikaner lose their liberties.—The state rises to importance.—-Rae Sing s 
connexion with Akber.—His honours and power.—The Johyas revolt and are exter
minated.—Traditions of Alexander the Great amongst the ruins of the Johyas.
Examined —The Pooniah Jits vanquished by Ram Sing, the Raja’s brother.—Their 
subjection imperfect.—Rae Sing’s daughter weds prince Selim, afterwards Jehangir.
Rae Sin* succeeded by his son Kurruu:—1The three eldest sons of Kurrun fall in the 
imperial”service.—Anop Sing, the youngest, succeeds-Quells a rebellion m Gabul.
His death uncertain.—Soroop Sing succeeds.—He is killed.—bujaun Sing Zooiawur 
Sin* Gui Sin*, and Raj Sing succeed.—The latter poisoned by his brother by 
another mother, who usurps the throne, though opposed by the chiefs--He murders 
the rightful heir, his nephew.—Civil war,—Muster-roll of the chiefs.—The usurper 
attacks Jodpoor.—Present state of Bikaner.—Account of Beedavati .... ... 150

CHAPTER II.
Actual condition and capabilities of Bikaner -C auses of its deterioration.—Extent.

Population__Jits.—Saraswati Brahmins.—Charuns.—Mallis and Naes.—Chooras.
and Thaories—Rajpoots.—Face of the country—Grain and vegetable productions.
Implements of husbandry.—W a te r.-S a lt lakes.—Local physiognomy.—Mineral 
productions.—Unctuous clay.—* Animal production. -Commerce anu munutactures.
J?airs —Government and revenues.—The fisc.—Dhooah, or hearth-tax.— Anga, or 
capitation-tax.—Sayer, or imposts.—Pusaeti, or plough-tax.—Malbah, or ancient 
land-tax.—Extraordinary and irregular resources.—Feudal levies.—Household 
troops ... ... ••• ” • •” ”  ••• 166

CHAPTER III .
Bhutnair its origin and denomination.—Historical celebrity of the Jits  of Bhutnair 

Emigration of Bersi.—Succeeded by Bhiroo.—Embraces Islamism.—Rao Duleech.
Hosein Khan, Hosein Mahmood, Emam Mahmood, and Buhader Khan.—Zahta 
Khan, the present ruler.—Condition of the country.—Changes in its physical aspect.
Ruins of ancient buildings.—Promising scene for archaeological inquiries.—Zoological 
arid botanical curiosities.—List of the ancient towns.—Relics of the arrow-head 
character found ip. the desert ... ... ... •** ■*• 179

A N N A LS OF JE SS U L M E R ,

CHAPTER I.
Jessulmer__The derivation of its name—The Rajpoots of Jessnlmer, called Bhattis,

are of the Yadu race.—Descended from Bharat, king of Bharatversha, ov Indo- 
Scythia.—Restricted bounds of India of modern invention.—The ancient Hindus a 
naval people.—First seats of the Yadus in India, Praga, Mathura, and Dwarma.
Their international wars.—Heri, king of Mathura and D wariest, leader of the Yadus,
Dispersion of his family.—His great"grandsons Naba and Khira.— Naba driven from 
Pwarica, becomes prince of Maroosthali, conjectured to be the Marti, or Merve ot
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Iran.—Jharcja and Tud-bhan, the sons of Khira..—the former founds the Sind-samma 
dynasty, and Jud-bhan becomes prince of Behera in the Punjab—  Prithibah.u suc
ceeds to Naba. in Muroo.—His son Bahu.—His posterity.--Raja Guj found Gujni.
Attacked by the kings of Syria and Kiiorasan, who are repulsed.— Raja Guj attacks 
Cashmere.—His marriage.—Second invasion from Khorasan.—The Syrian king con
jectured to be Antiochus. —Oracle predicts the loss of Gujni.— Guj slain,—Gnjni taken.
Prince Salbahan arrives in the Punjab.—Founds the city of Salbahana, S.Y. 72.
Conquers the Punjab.—Marries the daughter of Jeipal Tuar of Dehli.—Re-conquers 
Gnjui.—Is succeeded by Ballsnd.—His numerous offspring.—Their conquests.
Conjecture regarding the Jadoon tribe of Eusoizye, that the Afghans are Yadus, 
not Yakudis, or Jews.—Balnnd resides at Salbahana— Assigns Gujni to his grand
son Chakito, who becomes a convert to Islam and king of Khurasan.—The Chakito 
Moghuls descended from him.—-Balimd dies.—His son Blrnlti succeeds.—Changes 
the patronymic of Yadu, or Jadoo, to Bhatti.—Succeeded by Mungul Rio.—His 
brother Musoor Rao and sons cross the Garah, and take possession of the Lakhi 
jungle.— Degradation of the sons of Mungul Rao>—They lose their rank as Raj
poots.—Their offspring styled Abhorias and Juts.-—Tribe of Talc.—The capital of 
Taxi lea discovered.—Mungul Rao arrives in the Indian desert.—Its tribes.—His son 
Majum Rao, marries a princess of Amerkote.-—His son Kehur.—Alliance with the 
Deora of Jhalore — The foundation of Thauote laid.—Kehur succeeds.—-Thanote 
attacked by the Baraha tribe.—Thanote completed S. 787.—Peace with the Barahas.
Reflections ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 184

CHAPTER II.

Rao Kehur, cotemporary of the Caliph A1 Walid.—His offspring become heads of 
tribes.—Kehur the first who extended his conquests to the plains.—He is slain.
Tunno succeeds.—He assails the Baraha? and Larigas.—Tun no to invested by the 
prince or Moot tan, who is defeated.—Rao Tunno espouses the daughter of tho Boota 
chief.—His orogeny.—Tunno finds a concealed treasure.—Erects the castle of 
Beejnote.—Tunno dies.—Succeeded by Beeji Rae.—He assails the- Baraha tribe, 
who conspires with the Langas to attack the . Bhatti prince.—Treacherous massacre 
of Beeji Rae and his kindred,—Deoraj saved by % Brahmin.—Tunnote taken.
Inhabitants put to the sword.—Deoraj joins his mother in Bootaban.— Erects 
Deorawuh which is assailed by the Boota chief, who is circumvented and put to 
death by Deoraj.—The Bhatti prince is visited by a Jogi, whose disciple he be
comes.—Title changed from Rao to Rawul.—Deoraj massacres the Laugas, who ac
knowledge his supremacy.—Account of the Lauga tribe.—Deoraj conquers Ladorva 
capital of the Lodra Rajpoots.—Avenges, an insult of the prince of Dhar.
{Singular trait of patriotic devotion. —Assaults D har.-Returns to Lodorva.—-Ex
cavates lakes in Kbadal.—Assassinated.—Succeeded by Rawul Sloond, who revenges 
his father’s death.—His son Bachera espouses the daughter of Bullub-Sen, of Puttun 
Anhuiwam. —Cotemporaries of Mahmoud of Gijni.—Captures a caravan of horses.
The Pahoo Bhattis conquer Poogul from the Jhya».—Doosaj, son of Bachera, 
attacks the Kbeechies.—Proceeds with his three brothers to the land of Kher, 
where they espouse the Gohilote chiefs daughters.—Important synchronisms.
Bachera dies.—Doosaj succeeds. — Attacked by the Soda prince Hamir, in whose 
reign the Oaggar ceased to flow through the desert.—Traditional couplet.—Sons 
of Doosaj .-—The youngest, Banja Beeji rae, marries the daughter of Sidra)
Solanki, king of Auiuilwarra.—The other sons of Doosaj, Jesnl, and Beejirae.
Bhojdeo, son of Lanja Beejirae, becomes lord of Lodorva on, the death of Doosaj.
Jesul conspires against his nephew Bhojdeo.-^Solicits aid from tin- Sultan of Ghor, 
whom he joins at Arore— Swears allegiance to the Sultan.—Obtains his aid to dis
penses Bhojdeo. Lodorva attacked and plundered,—Bhojdeo slain,—-Jesul becomes 
Bawul ©t the Bhattis.—Abandons Lodorva as too exposed,—Discovers a site for
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PAge*a new capital.—Prophetic inscription on the Britnsir coozid, or fountain.—Founds 
Jessulmer.—Jesul dies, and is succeeded by Salbahan II. ... ... ... 199

CH APTER III.
Preliminary observations.—The early history of the Bhattis not devoid of interest.

Traces of their ancient manners and religion.—The chronicle resumed.— Jesul 
survives the change of capital twelve years.—The heir Kailua banished.—Salbahan, 
his younger brother succeeds.—Expedition against the Catti or Cathi.—Their sup
posed origin —Application from the Yadu prince of Badrinath for a prince to fill the 
vacant gadi,—During Satbahau’s absence, his son Beeji.1 usurps the gadi.—Salbahan 
retires to Khand.il, and falls in battle against the Brioches.—Beejil commits suicide.
Kailuu recalled and placed on the gadi— His issue form clans.—Khizzur Khan Baloch 
again invades Khadal.—Kailun attacks him, and avenges his father’s death.—Death 
of Kuhm .—Succeeded by Ghachik Deo.'—Ha 'expels the Chunna Rajpoots.
Defeats the Sodas of Amerkote.—The Eahtoros lately arrived in the desert be
come troublesome.—Important synchronisms.—-Death of Chachik.—He is succeeded 
by his grandson Kin-run, to the prejudice of the elder, Jaetsi, who leaves Jessuhner.
Redresses the wrougs of a Baraha Rajpoot.— Kurruu dies.—Succeeded by Lakhur 
Sen.—His imbecile character.— Replaced by his son Poonpal, who is dethroned and 
banished.— His grandson, Runing-deo, establishes himself at Marote and Poognl.
On the deposal of Poonpal, Jaetsi is recalled and placed on the gadi.—Lie affords a 
refuge to the Parihar prince of Mundore, when attacked by Alta-o-din.—The sons 
of Jaetsi carry off the imperial tribute of Tatha and Mooltan.—The king deter
mines to invade Jossulmer.—Jaetsi ami his sons prepare for the storm.—Jessulmer 
invested.—First assault repulsed.—The Bhattis keep an army in the field.— Rawul 
Jaetsi dies.—The siege continue i.—Singular friendship between his son Rattan and 
one of the besieging generals.—Moolraj succeeds.—General assault.—Again defeated.
Garrison reduced to great extremity.—•Connell of war.-—Determination to perforin 
the saka.—Generous conduct of "the Mahomedan friend of Rut ten to his sons.
Final assault.—Rawul Moolraj and Rattan and their chief kin fall in battle.—Jes
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Alliance with Hybut Khan.—Rao Ghachik invades Peeleobanga. — The Kholcufs or 
Ghikera described.—The Langas drive his garrison from Dhooniapoor.—-Rao Ghachik 
fells sick.—Challenges the prince of Mool tan.—Reaches Dhooniapoor—Rites pre
paratory to the combat.—Worship of the sword.-— Ghachik is slain with all his bands.
Koombho, hitherto insane, avenges his. father’s feud— Birsil re-establishes Dhooniapoor.
Repairs to Kerore.— Assailed by the Langas and Baloches.—Defeats them.—Chronicle 
of Jersixlmer resumed.—Rawul 'Bersi meets Rao Birsil on his return from his expedi
tion in the Punjab. — Conquest of Mooltan by Baber.—Probable conversion of the 
Bhattis of the Punjab.—Rawul Bersi, Jaifc, Noonkurn, Bheem, Muaohur das, and 
Subbui Sing, six generation® ••• ••• ••• ■•* 219

CHAPTER V.
Jessulmer becomes a fief of the empire.—Changes in the succession.—Subbnl Sing 

serves with the Bhatti contingent.—His services obtain him the gadi of Jessulmer .
Boundaries of Jessulmer at the period of Baber's invasion.—Subbui succeeded 
by his son, (Jmra Sing, who leads the tika-dour into the Baloeh territory.—Crowned 
on the field of victory.—Demands a relief from his subjects to portion his daughter.
Puts a chief to death who refuses.— Revolt of the Chuana Rajpoots.—The Bhatti 
chiefs retaliate the inroads of the Rahtores of Bikaner.—Origin of frontier-feuds.
Bhattis gain a victory,— The princes of Jessulmer and Bikaner are involved in the 
feuds of their vassals”— Raja Anop Sing calls on all his chiefs to revenge the disgrace.
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Akhi Sing recovers the yadi.—Reigns forty years.—.Bahwnl Khan Seizes on Khadal.
Rawnl Moolraj.—Suroop Sing Mehta made minister.—His hatred of the Bhatti 
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Gnj Sing, proclaimed.—He becomes a mere puppet in the minister’s hands.— Third 
article of the treaty,—• Inequality of the alliance— Its importance to Jessulmer,
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confiscation.—Wealth of the minister.—Border-feud detailed to exemplify the inter- 
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expelled, aad founds Dh^onJar.—Romantic legend of Dhola Rae.—His treachery 
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C H A PT ER  V.
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KOTAH,

CH APTER V.
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expeditions.—-His queens.—Bravery of the Jhala chief,—Order of succession restor* 
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/

( • ( 8 ) * )  C O N T E N T S ,  xxi \ S 1 T ,
'



C O N T E N T S .  oL
. ,p»g6,

'CHAPTER VI.

„r . p a nm<,n Si™ —jJalim Sing— His birth, ancestry, and progress to 
'^oower—Office of Foujdai' becomes hereditary in hie family. —His office and estate 

^ n « ; i  W  Goman Sin«— He abandons Kotah.-Proceeds to Meivar— Performs 
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’ a dnst the Mabarattas.— Is wounded and made prisoner— Returns to Kotah.— J L<h 
S a  nvasm n-Storm  of Bukaonie.—Its glorious defence,-Sacrifice of a clan.
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CHAPTER I.

The various etymons of Marwar.— Authorities for its early history.— Yati genealogical roll. —
The Rahtore race, who inhabit it, descended from the Yavan kings of Parlipur.— Second
roll._Rfayn Pal.—Hu date.— Conquers Canouj.— Utility of Rajpoot genealogies.— The
Surya Prakas, or poetic chronicle of the bard Kurrddhan.— The Raj Roopap Akheat, or 
chronicle o f Ajit Sing's minority and reign.— The Beejy Vidas. I he Rneat, a biographical 
treatise.— Other sources.— The Yavanas and Asvtas, or Indo-Scythic tribes.— The thirteen 
Rahtore families, bearing the epithet Camdhuj.—Raja Jewhund, king of Canouj.— The 
extent and splendour of that state before the Mahomedan conquest of India.— His immense 
array_—Title of Mandalica.—Divine honours paid to him.— Rite of Soenair undertaken by
Jekhund._Its failure and consequences.— State of India, at that period.— The four great
Hindu monarchies.—Delhi.— Canouj.—Mewar.—Anhuhoara.—Shabudin, king of Gor, 
invades India.— Overcomes the Chohan king of Delhi.— Attacks Canouj.— Destruction of 
that monarchy after seven centuries' duration.—Death of Jeichund.—Date of this event.

Marwar is a corruption of Maroosear, ancient and appropriate application compre- 
olassically Maroosthali or Maroosthan, ‘ the hended the e n tire ‘desert/ from the Sutlej 
region of death.’ I t  is also called Maroo-desa, to the ocean.
whence the unintelligible Mardes of the early A concise genealogical sketch of the 
Mahomedan writers. The bards frequently Rahtore rulers of Marwar has already been 
style it Mordhur, which is synonymous with givens* we shall therefore briefly pass over 
Maroo-desa, or, when it suits their rhyme, those times ‘ when a genealogical tree would 
simply Maroo. Though now restricted to strike root in any s o i l wh e n  the ambition 
the country subject to the Rahtore race, its » See Voi. X. p. 67.
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of the Rah. tores, whose branches (saclwe) ramifications oi the Rah tores, and their 
spread rapidly over ‘ the region of death,’ was Gotra-acharya, or genealogical creed.* 
easily gratified with a solar pedigree. As it Another roll, of considerable antiquity, 
is desirable, however, to record their own ’ commences in the tabulous age, with a long 
opinions regarding their origin, we shall string of names, without iacts; its sole value 
make extracts from the chronicles (hereafter consists in the esteem in which the tribe 
enumerated), instead of fusing the whole holds it. We may omit all that precedes 
into one mass, as in the Annals of Mewar. Nayn Pal, who, in the year b. 52b (A, D.
The reader will occasionally be presented 470f), conquered Canouj, slaying its moil- 
with simple translations of whatever is most arch Ajipal; from which period the race was 
interesting in the Rahtore records. j termed Canoujea Rahtore.  ̂ The genealogy

Let us begin with a treatment of the proceeds to Jeichnnd, the last monarch of 
author’s authorities ; first, a genealogical Canon.) ; relates the emigration of his 
roil of the Rah tores, furnished by a Yati, nephew Seoji, or Sevaji, and his establish- 
or Jain priest, from the temple of Nadolaye,* merit in the desert (Maroowar), with a 
This roll is about fifty feet in length, com- handful of his brethren (a wreck ol the 
mencing, as usual, with a theogony, followed mighty kingdom of Canouj); and terminates 
by the production of the ‘ first Rahtore with the death of Raja Jeswunt Sing, S. 
from the .pine {raht) of Indra,’ the nominal 1735 (A. D. 1679), describing every branch 
father being “ Yavanaswa, prince of Parli- and scion, until we see them spreading over 
pur.” Of the topography of Parlipur, the Maroo.
Rahtores have no other notion than that it Genealogy ceases to be an uninteresting 
was in the north; but in the declared race of pursuit, when it enables us to mark the pro- 
their progenitor, a Yavan prince, of the gress of auinp&l vegetation, iiom the geim 
Aswa or Asi tribe,t we have a proof of the t° complete development of the tree,
Scythic origin of this Rajpoot family. until the land is overshadowed with its

The chronicle proceeds with the foundation branches; and bare as is the chronicle 
of Kanya-cubja,t or Canouj, and the origin to the moralist or historian, it exhibits 
of Caina-dhwaja,§ (vulgo Camdhuj), tbe to the observer of the powers pi the 
titular appellation of its princes, and con- animal economy, data, which the ann.ib

eludes with the thirteen great eacha, or T G^ ~ 6 Vtra, U ard»m dani Sacha, Soohraeharya
— --------- .------------------------------------------------- ;---------  fitjWK, Qar-rapti Agni, Panhhani Devi.

* An ancient town in Marwar. f  I t is a  singular fact, that there is no available dato
j One of the four tribes which overturned the Greek beyond the fourth century for any of the great Rajpoot 

kingdom of Bactria. The ancient Hindu cosmographere families, ail of whom are brought from the north. This 
cl aim the At-wa as a grand branch of their early family, was the period of one of the grand irruptions of the 
and doubtless the IndoScythic people, from the Oxus Getic races from Centr al Asia, who established king-- 
to the Ganges, were one race. doms in the Punjab and on the Indus, Pal or Pali,

t  From Cubja (spine) of the virgin {Kanya). j the universal adjunct to every proper name, indicates
§ Cama-dfovaja,‘ the banner of Cupid.’ j the pastoral.race of these invaders. I

I
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of no other people on earth can furnish. In martd of Raja Abhye Sing. This 'poetic 
A.D, 1193, we see the throne of Jeiehund history, comprised in 7,500 stanzas, was 
overturned ; his nephew, with a handful of copied from the original manuscript, and 
retainers, taking services, with a petty chief- sent to me by Raja Man, in the year 1820.* 
tain in the Indian desert. In less than four As usual, the had (bard) commences with 
centuries, we find the descendants of these ! the origin of all things, tracing the Rahiores 
exiles of the Ganges occupying nearly the from the creation down to Soomitra ; from 
whole of the desert; having founded three whence is a blank until he recommences 
capitals, studded the land with the castles of with the name of Oamdhuj, which appears 
its feudality, and bringing into the field fifty to have been the title assumed by Nayn Pal, 
thousand men, ek bap ca beta, ‘ the sons of on his conquest of Canouj. Although 
one father,’ to combat the emperor of Delhi. Kurnidhau must have taken his facts front 
What a contrast does their unnoticed the royal records, they correspond very well 
growth present to that of the Islamite con- with the roll from Nadolaye. The bard is 
querors of Canouj, of whom five dyuasties however, in a great hurry to bring the 
passed away in ignorance of the renovated founder of the Rahtores into Marwar, and 
existence of the Rahtore, until the ambition slurs over tbe defeat and death of Jeiehund. 
of Shere Shah brought him into contact Nor does he dwell long on his descendants, 
with the descendants of Seoji, whose valour though he enumerates them all, and points 
caused him to exclaim “ he had nearly lost out the leading events until he reaches the 
the crown of India for a handful of barley,” reign of Jeswimt Sing, grandfather of 
in allusion to the poverty of their land 1 Abhye Sing, who “ commanded the bard to 

What a sensation does it not excite, when write the Sooraj Prakas.” 
we know that a sentiment of kindred per- The next authority is the Raj Roopaa 
vades every individual of this immence Akhv.at̂  or ‘ the royal relations.’ This work- 
affiliated body, who can point out, in the commences with a short account of the 
great tree, the branch of his origin, whilst Suryavanm, from their cradle at Ayodhya ; 
not one is too remote from the main stem to then takes up Seoji’s migration, and in the 
forget its pristine connection with it!  The same strain as the preceding work, rapidly 
moral sympathies created by such a system passes over all events until the death of

I
pass unheeded by the chronicler, who must Raja Jeswunt ; but it becomes a perfect 
deem it futile to describe what all sensibly chronicle of events during the minority of 
feel, and which renders his page, albeit little his successor ,Ajit, his eventful reign, and • 
more than a string of names, one of para- that of Abhye Sing, to the conclusion of the 
mount interest to the ‘ sons of Seoji.’ war against Sirbolund Khan, viceroy of '

The third authority is the Sooraj Prakas Guzerat, Throwing aside the meagre his-
(Surya Prakasa), composed by the b a r d ---------------------------- —-— ----------_____ _ .
K urn id ta , during lire reign .,„J by uom- “ ”"1 «  “ *
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torical introduction, it is professedly a of the present day. A glance at this table 
chronicle of the events from S. 1735 (A.D. will shew the claims of each house; and in 
1679). to 8. 1787 (A.D. 1734), the period 1 its present distracted condition, owing to 
ro which the Sooraj Fralas is brought down, civil broils, will enable the paramount power 

A portion of the Beejy Vulas, a poem of to mediate, when necessary, with impar- 
100,000 couplets, also fell into my hands : tialitv, in the conflicting claims of the prince
it chiefly relates to the reign of the prince and his feudatories.
whose name it bears, Beejy Sing, the son We shall not attempt to solve the question, 
of Bukht Sing. It details the civil wars whether the Rahtores are, or are not, Rawud- 
waged by Beejy Sing and his cousin Ram vanaa, ‘ Children of the Sun;’ nor shall we 
Sing (son of Abhye Sing), and the conse- dispute either the birth or etymon of the 
quent introduction of the Mahrattas into first Rahtore (from the raht or spine of 
Marwar. Indra), or search in the north for the king-

Frotn a biographical work named simply dom of the nominal father; but be content 
Kheat, or ‘ Story,’ I obtained that portion to conclude that this celestial interference 
which relates to the lives of Raja Oodi Sing, in the household concerns of the Parlipur 
the friend of Akbar; bis son Raja Guj, and prince was invented to cover some disgrace.
•randson Jesvrunt Sing. These sketches The name of Fawna, with the adjunct Asim 
exhibits in true colours the character of tire or Ad, indicates theIndo-Scythic‘barbarian’
Rahtores. from beyond the Indus. In the genealogy

Besides these, 1 caused to be drawn up by of tho Lunar races descended of Budha and 
an intelligent man, who had passed his life Ella (Mercury and the Earth—sea Table I., 
in office at Jodhpur, a memoir of transac- Vol. I.), the five sons of Baj-aswa are made 
tions from the death of Ajit Sing, in A.D. to people the countries on and beyond the 
1629, down to tho treaty with the English Indus; aud in the scanty records of Alex- 
o-overnment in A.D. 1818. The ancestors ander’s invasion, mention is made of many 
of the narrator had filled ofBces of trust in races, as the Asa sen as and Asacani, still 
the state, and he was a living chronicle both dwelling in these regions, 
of the past and present. This period was fruitful in change to the

From these sources, from conversations old established dynasties of the Hindu con- 
with the reigning sovereign, his nobles, his tinent, when numerous races of barbarians, 
ambassadors, and subjects, materials were vis. Huns, Parthians, and Getes, had fixed 
collected for this sketch of the Rahtores,—- colonies on her western and northern 
barren, indeed, of events at first, but re- frontiers.*
dundant of them as we advance. “ In S. 526 (A.D. 470), Nayu Pal obtain-

A genealogical table of the Rahtoree is ed Oanonj, from which period the Rahtores 
added, shewing the grand offsets, whose 
descendants constitute the feudal frerage appendix, vofc i,
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assumed the title of Camdhuj. His son who, pleased with the severity of his penance,
was Pndaratj* his Poonja, from whom caused a sword to ascend from the fountain,
sprung the thirteen great families, bearing with which he conquered the southern coun-
the patronymic Camdhuj, viz. : tries touching the ocean :* his descendants

“ 1st. Dhttvma Ehurnbo; his descendants Chandaila Camdhuj,
styled Danetra Camdhuj. “ 10th. Mookta-Mun, who conquered

« 2nd. Bhanooda, who fought the Af- possessions in the north from Bhan Tuar: his
ghans at Kangra, and founded Abhipur; descendants JJcera Camdhuj.
hence tho Mhipura Camdhuj. “ 11th. Bhurut, at the age of sixty-one,

“ 3rd. Virachandra, who married the conquered Kenoksir, under the northern
daughter of Hamira Ghohan, of Anhulpur hills, from Roodra-sen of the Birgoojur tribe;
Pattun; he had fourteen sons, who emigrated his defendants styled Bhurecm Camdhuj.
to the Dekhan; his descendants oalled Kup- “ 12th. Alluakul founded Khyroda;
■polia Camdhuj. fought the (Moslems) on the banks of the

“ 4th. Umraboejy, who married the Aitok: his descendants Khyrodea Camdhuj.
daughter of the Pramara prince of Korah- “13th. Ohaud obtained Tar apoor in the
gurhonthe Ganges;—slew 16,000 Pramaras, north. He married a daughter of the
and took possession of Korah, whence the Chohaa of Tahera,f a city well known to the
Korah Camdhuj.f world: with her he came to Benares.

“ 5th. Soojun Binode; his descendants “ And thus the race of Surya multiplied.”
Jirkhaira Camdhuj. “ Bhumbo,| or Hherma-Bhumbo, sover-

“ 6th. Pndma, who conquered Orissa, eign of Canouj, had a son, Ajy-Cbund.§ For
and also Bogilana, from Raja Tejmun Yadu, twenty-one generations they bore the titles

« 7th. Aihar, who took Bengal from the of Kao; afterwards that of Raja. Oodichund,
Yadus; hence Aihara Camdhuj. Nirpati, Keneksen, Sehes-sal, Megson, Bir-

“ 8th. Bardeo; his eldor brother offered bhadra, Deosen, Bimulsen, Danseu, Mokund,
him in appanage Benares, and eighty-four Bhoodu, Rajsen, Tirpal, Sree-poonja, Beejy
townships; but he preferred founding a city Cbund,|| his sou Jeichund, who became the
which he called Paruk-pnr:} his descendants Naek of Canouj, with the surname Dul
.Paruk Camdhuj. Pangla.

“ 9th. Oogra-Probhoo. who made a pil- ~ ~  ----- r ~~— ~
°   ̂ » If we can credit these legends, we see the Kahtore

griroage to the .shrine of Hinglaz Chandelj§ Rajpoots spreading over all India. I, give these bare
. ;—  -------------- :—  facts verbatim, as some traces may yet remain of the* Called Bharat m the Satis roll; an error of one or . . .  J *, . , ,  ,, .,. . , ’ . L. races m those countries,other of the authorities, in transcribing from the more . . , , _  . , . ., t  A city often mentioned by Fenshfca, in the earlyancient records. ^  J. . . . .. . .. , tim m td  the Mahomedans.t  An inscription given m the.Transactions of the Koval . XT r> , , , , _ .* u , , , ,-r , , . J. hi ayn Pal must have preceded Dherma-Bhmnbo bvAsiatic Society ( vol. n- p; 440 ), lotmd at Korah, relates five or generation.

^ Ulh ° l the. Can7  , § Oalled Abbe-chand, fa the Seoraj PraU,.
I  Qu. Farkur, towards the Indus 7 „ A. . , . „  , . .
s o .  ’* * ■ '
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Nothing is related of the actions of these we astonished at the description of the 
princes, from the conquest of Canouj by capital, attested not only by the annals of 
Navn Pal, in A.D. 470, and the establish- the Rahtores, but by those of their antago- 
ment of his thirteen grandsons in divers nists, the Chohans.
countries, until we reach Jeichund, in whose The cireumvallation of Canouj covered a 
person (A.D. 1193) terminated the Rahtoro space of more than thirty miles; and its 
sovereignty on the Canges ; and we have numerous forces obtained for its prince 
onlv twenty-one names to fill up the space the epithet of “ Dul Pam/la," meaning that 
of seven centuries, although the testimony on the mighty host (Dul) was lame or had a 
which it is given* asserts there were twenty- halt in its movements owing to its numbers, 
one princes bearing the title of Eao prior to of which Chund observes, that in the march 
the assumption of that of Baja. Bat the im- ;«the van had reached their ground ere the 

' portant information is omitted as to'who was rear had moved off” The Sooraj Prakas 
the first to assume this title. There are names ) gives the amount of this army, which in 
in the Yati’s roll that are not in the Sooraj numbers might compete with the most 
Prakas, which we have followed ; and one potent which, in ancient or modern times, 
of these, “ Rungut Dhwaj, ”  is said to have was ever sent into the field. “ Eighty 
overcome Jesraj Tuar, king of Delhi, for whose thousand men in armour; thirty thousand 
period we have correct data : yet we cannot horse covered with pakhur, or quilted mail; 
incorporate the names in the Yati’s roll with three hundred thousand paeks or infantry; 
that just given without vitiating each ; and and of bow-men and battle-axes two hundred 
as we have no facts, it is useless to perplex thousand; besides a cloud of elephants bear- 
ourselves with a barren genealogy. But we mg warriors/’
can assert that it must have been a splendid This immense army was to oppose the
dynasty, and that their actions from tlio Yavana beyond the Indus; for, as the chro-
cohqueror Nayn Pal, to the last prince, aide says, “ The king of Gor and Irak
Jeichund, were well deserving of commemo- “ crossed the Attok. There Jev Sing met
ration. That they were commemorated in “ the conflict, when the Nilab changed its
written records, there cannot be a doubt; “ name to Soorkhab.* There was the Ethio-
for the trade of the bardic chroniclers in “ pic (I7abshee]~king, and the skilful .Prank
India has flourished in all ages. “ learned in all arts,t overcome by the lord

Although wo have abundant authority to “ of Canouj.”
assert the grandeur of the kingdom of The chronicles of the Chohans, the sworn
Canoujt at the period of its extinction, both ------------- -—---- — — ------- ---------------
from  the hard Chund and the concurrent * The M M ,  or ‘ blue water,’ the Indus, changed its 

, , name to th e 1 Rod-stream’ (Soork-ab), or ‘ensanguined.’
testimony 01 Mahomedan authors, set are j ,B singular that Chund likewise mentions the

* The f f r a j  JPrakasT Frank as being in the army of Shabndin, in the coa-
f See Inscriptions of Jeichund, V ijyachund, and Korah, quest of his sovereign Fritliiraj. If this be true, it 

in the 9th and 14th vola. of the Asiatic Researches. must have been a desultory or fugitive band of crusaders.

■ GoSx ' '
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foe of the Rahtores, repeat the greatness of made their effigies in gold, assigning to them 
the monarch of Canonj, give him the title the most servile posts; that of the king of the 
of “ Manda,lica.>’ They affirm that he over- Chohans being Poleah, or ‘porter of the hall.’ 
came the king of the north,* making eight Pirthiraj, whose life was one succession of 
tributary kings prisoners; that he twice feats of arms and gallantry, had a double 
defeated Sidraj, king of Anhulwarra, and motive for action—love and revenge. He 
extended his dominions south of the Ner- determined to enjoy both, or perish in the 
budda, and that at length, in the fulness of attempt; to “ spoil the sacrifice and bear away 
his pride, he had divine honours paid him in the fair of Canouj from its halls, though beset 
the rite Soenair. This distinction, which by all the heroes of Hind.” The details of 
involves the most august ceremony, and is this exploit form the most spirited of the 
held as a virtual assumption of universal sixty-nine books of the bard. The Ohohan 
supremacy, had in all ages been attended executed his purpose, and, with the elite of 
with disaster. In the rite of Soennir, every warriors of Delhi, bore off the princess in 
office, down to the scullion of the “Rusorah,” open day from Canonj. A desperate rum
or banquet-hall, must be performed by royal mug-fight of five days took place. To use the 
personages; nor had it been attempted by words of the bard, “he preserved his prize; he 
any of the dynasties which ruled India since gained immortal .renown, but he lost the 
■the Panda: not even Viorama, though he sinews of Delhi” So did Jeichund those 
introduced his own era, had the audacity to of Canonj; and each, who had singly repelled 
attempt what the Rahtore determined to all attacks of the kings, fell in turn a prey to 
execute. All India was agitated by the the Ghori Sultan, who skilfully availed hirn- 
accounts of the magnificence of the prepara- self of these international feuds, to make a 
tions, and circular invitations were despatch- permanent conquest of India, 
ed to every prince, inviting him to assist a t We may here briefly describe the state of 
the pompous ceremony, which was to con- Hindusthan at this epoch, and for centuries 
elude with the nuptials of the raja’s only previous to the invasions of Mahmoud, 
daughter, who, according to the customs of There were four great kingdoms, viz. 
those days, would select her future lord from 1st. D e l h i , under the Tuars and Chohans ;
the assembled chivalry of India. The Clio- 2d. C a n o o j , under the Rahtores;
han bard described the revelry and magnt- 3d. M e w a r , under the Ghelotes;
fioence of the scene: the splendour of the 4th. A n h u l w a r r a , under the Chauras
Yug-sdla, or ‘hall of sacrifice,’ surpassing all and Solankis.
powers of description; in which was assembled To one or other of these states, the numer- 
all the princes of India, “save the lord of the ous petty princes of India paid homage an d  
Chohans, and Samara of Mewar,’ ’ who scorn- feudal service. The boundary between Delhi 
mg this assumption of supremacy, Jeichund and Canouj was the Cali-nadi or ‘black 

* They thus style the kings west of the Indus. stream;’ the Calindi of the Greek geograph-

• (3t
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era. Delhi claimed supremacy over all the totes civilization would the Rajpoot princes .
countries westward to the Indus, embracing have appeared to him !—in arts immeasur-
the lands watered by its arms, from the foot ably so; in arms by no means inferior. At
of the Himalaya,— the desert—to the Aravali that epoch, in the west, as in the east, every
chain. The Chohan king, successor to the state was governed on feudal principles.
Tuars, enumerated one hundred and eight Happily for Europe, the democratical princi-
great vassals, many of whom were subordi- pie gained admittance, and imparted a new
nate princes. character to her institutions; while the third

The power of Oanouj extended north to the estate of India, indeed of Asia, remained
foot of the snowy mountains; eastward to permanently excluded from all share in the
Casi (Benares); and across the Chumbul to government which was supported by its
the lands of the Cluradail(now Bundelkhund); j labour, every pursuit but that of arms being
on the south its possession came in contact j deemed ignoble, l'o this cause, and the
with Mewar. ! endless wars which feudality engenders,

Mewar,or Mfidya-war, the ' central region,’ ! Rajpoot nationality fell a victim, when
was bounded to the north by the Aravali, j attacked by the means a t command of the
to the south by the Pramaras of Dliar j despotic kings of the north.
(dependent on Oanouj), and westward by Shabudin, king of Ghor, taking advantage
Anhulwarra, which state was bounded by j of these dissensions, invaded India. He-first
the ocean to the south, the Indus on the "j encountered Pxrthiraj, the Chohan king of
west, and the desert to the north. j Delhi, the outwork and bulwark of India,

There are records of great wars amongst j which fell. Shabudin then attacked Je i-
alt these Princes. The Chohans and Ghelotes, j chund, who was weakened by the previous
whose dominions were contiguous, were | struggle. Oanouj put forth all her strength,
generally allies, and the Rahtores and Tuars hut in vain; and her monarch was the last
(predecessors of the Ohohans) who were only son “ the Yavana of Parlipoor,” who
divided by the Cali-nadi, often dyed it with ruled on the banks of the Ganges. He met a
their blood. Yet this warfare was never of death congenial to the Hindu, being drowned
an exterminating kind; a marriage quenched in the sacred stream in attempting to escape.
a feud, and they remained friends until some This event happened in IS. 1249 (A.I).
new cause of strife arose. 1193), from which period the overgrown,

If, at the period preceding Mahmoud, the gorgeous Oanouj ceased to be a Hindu city,
traveller had journeyed through the courts whom the “ thirty-six races” of vassal princes,
of Europe, and taken the line of route, in from the Himalaya to the Vindhya, who
subsequent ages pursued by Timoor, by served under the banners of “ Bardui Sm aJ’*
Byzantium, through Ghizni (adorned With * Another title of the monarch of Cunoaj. “ tbefcaru
the spoils of India), to Delhi, Oanouj, and of the h*f>” irom we nre led to andeMand^e 

* . . .  was as well versed m the poetic art, a,? his nyal, the
Anhulwarra, how superior in all that consti- Chohan prince of Delhi.

I
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retired to their patrimonial estates. But still more remote ancestor Nayn Pal fourteen 
though the Rah tore name ceased to exist on centuries before, when he erected his throne 
the shores of the Ganges, destiny decreed that in Canouj. The Eahtore may well boast 
a scion should be preserved, to produce in a of his pedigree, when he can trace it 
less favoured land a long line of kings; that through a period of 1360 years, in lineal 
in thirty-one generations his descendant, descent from male to male ; and contented 
itaja Man, “ Raj, Rajestmra” ‘the king, the with this, may leave to the mystic page 
lord of kings,’ should be as vain-glorious of of the bard, or the interpolated pages of 
the sceptre of Maroo, as either Jeiohund the Puranas, the period preceding Nayn 
when be commanded deviae honours, or his Pal,

t
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C H A P T E R  II .

Emigration of Seoji and Saitram, grandsons of Jcichund — Their arrival in the Western Desert'.
•—Sketch of the tribes inhabiting the desert to the Indus at that epoch.— Seoji offers his services 
to the chief of Koloomud.— They are accepted.—He attacks Lakha Phoolana, the famed 

freebooter of Pfioolra, who is defeated.—Saitram killed.— Seoji marries the Solanki’s daughter.
—Proceeds by Anhulwarra on his route to Dwarica.—Again encounters Lakha Phoolana, 
whom he slays in single 'combat.—Massacres the Dabeys of Mehwo, and the Gohils of 
Kherdhur.— Seoji establishes himself in u the land of Kher.”— The Brahmin community of 
Patti invoice the aid of Seoji against the mountaineers.— Offer him lands.—Accepted.—Birth 
of a son.—Seoji massacres the Brahmins, and usurps their lands.—Death of Seoji,—Leaves 
three sons,—-The elder, Asotlmna, succeeds.— The second, Soning, obtains Edur.—Ajmal, the 
third, conquers Oka.mundala, originates the Badhail tribe of that region.—Asothama leaves 
eight sons, heads o f clans.—Doohur succeeds.— Attempts to recover Canmj.—Failure.—
Attempts Mundore.—Slain—Leaves seven sons.—llaepal succeeds.—Revenges Jm father’s 
death—His thirteen sons.— Their issue spread over Maroo.—Rao Kanhul succeeds.—Rao 
Jalhun.— Rao Chado.—Lao Theedo.— Carry on rears with the Bhatlis and other tribes.—
Conquest of Beenmahl.—7tao Siluh.— Rao Beerumdeo, killed in battle with the Johyas.—
Clans, their issue.—Rao 'Chanda.—Gon.quers Mundore from the Purihar,—Assaults and 
obtains Nagore from the Imperialists.— Captures Madole, capital of Godvmr.—Marries the 
Princess of Mundore.—Fourteen sons and, one daughter, who married Lakha Earn o/Mewar.
— Result of this marriage.—Feud between Irinkowal, fourth son of Chonda, and the Bhatti 
chieftain of Poogul.— Chonda slain at Nagore.— Rao Rinmull succeeds.— 'Besides at Cheetore.
—-Conquers Ajmeer for the Rana.—Equalizes the weight and measures of Marwar, which he
divides into departments__Rao Rinmull slain.—Leaves twenty-four sons, whose issue
constitute the, present frerage of Marwar.— Table of clam.

In S. 1268 (AD, 1212), eighteen years and with more probability, to carve their 
subsequent to the overthrow of Canouj, Seoji fortunes in fresh fields, unscathed by the 
and Saitram, grandsons of its last monarch, luxuries in which they had'been tried, and 
abandoned the land of their birth, and with proud in their poverty and sole heritage, the 
two hundred retainers, the wreck of their glory of Canouj.
vassalage, journeyed westward to the desert, Let us rapidly sketch the geography of 
with the intent, according to some of the the tribes over whom it was destined these 
chronicles, of making a pilgrimage to the emigrants of the 0-anges should obtain the 
shrine of Dvaries; but according to others, mastery, from the Jumna to the Indus, and

I
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the Gar ah river to the Aravali hills. First, space; such as the Dabeys of - Eedur and 
on the east, the Cuchwahaa, under Milaisi, Mehwo; the Geliils of Kherdhar; the Deoras 
whose father, Eao Pujoon, was killed in the of Sanehore; and Sonigurras of Jhalore.: the 
war of Canouj. Ajmeer, Sambhur, and the Mohils of Aureent; the Sanklas of Sindli, 
best lands of the Chohans, fell rapidly to the &c; all of whom have either had their birth- 
Islamite—though the strong-holds of the right seized by the Rahtore, or the few who 
Aravali yet sheltered some, and Nadole con- have survived and yet retain them, are en- 
tinned for a century more to be gover ned by rolled amongst their allodial vassals, 
a descendant of Beesuldeo. Mansi, Rana of The first exploit of Seoji was at Koloomud 
the Ecndoh tribe, a branch of the Purihara, (twenty miles west of the city of Bikaneer, 
still held Mundore, and the various Bhomiaif not then in existence), the residence of a 
around paid him a feudal subjection as the chieftain of the Solanki tribe. He received 
first chief of the desert. Northward, about the royal emigrants with kindness, and the 
Nagore, lived the community of the Mohils latter repaid it by the offer of their services 
(a name now extinct), whose chief place was to combat his enemy, the Jhareja chieftain 
Aureent, on which depended 1,440 villages, of Phoolra, well known in all the annals of 
The whole of the tracts now occupied by the period, from the Sutlej to the ocean, as 
Bikaneer to Bhatnair were partitioned into Lakha Phoolana, the most celebrated riever 
petty republics of Getes or Jits, whose history of Maroo, whose castle of Phoolra stood 
will hereafter be related. Thence to the amidst the almost inaccessible sand-hills 
Garah river, the Joliyas, Dyas, Cathse, of the desert. By this timely succour, the 
Langabas, and other tribes whose names Solanki gained a victory over Lakha, .but 
are now obliterated, partly by the sword, with the loss of Saitram and several of his 
partly by conversion to Islamism. The band. In gratitude for this service, the 
Bhattis had for centuries been establish- Solanki bestowed upon Seoji his sister in 
ed within the bounds they still inhabit, and marriage, with an ample dower ; and he 
little expected that this handful of Rah- continued his route by Anliulwarra Patun, 
tores was destined to contract them. The where he was hospitably entertained by its 
Soda princes adjoined the Bhattis south, prince, to the shrino of Dwariea. I t  was 
and the Jharejas occupied the valley of the the good fortune of Seoji again to encounter 
Indus and Cutch. The Solankis intervened Lakha, whose wandering habits had brought 
between them and the Pramaras of Aboo him on a foray into the territory of Anhul- 
and Chandravati, which completed the chain warra. Besides the love of glory and the 
by junction with Nadolo. Various chieftains ambition of maintaining the reputation of 
of the more ancient races, leading a life of his race, be had the stimulus of revenge, 
fearless ' independence, acknowledging an and that of a brother’s blood. He was sue- 
occasional submission to their more powerful cessful, though he lost a nephew, slaving 
neighbours, were scattered throughout this Lakha in single combat, which magnified his

(III <SL
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fame ia ai! these regions, of which Phoolana Iloli, or 1 Saturnalia,’ he found an opportu- 
was the scourge. city to “ obtain land” putting to death the

Flushed with success, we hear nothing of heads of this community, and adding the 
the completion of Seoji’s pilgrimage 5 hut district to his conquest. Seoji outlived his 
obedient to the axiom of the Rajpoot, “ get treachery only twelvemonths, leaving his 
land,” we find him on the banks of the Looni acquisitions as a nucleus for further additions 
exterminating, at a feast the Dabeys of to his children. He had three sons, Asothama,
Meb wo, * and soon after the Gohiis of Soning, and Ajmal.
Kherdhur,f whose chief, Mohesdas, foil by One of the Chronicles asserts that it was 
the sword of the grandson of Jeiohuiid. Asothama, the successor of Seoji, who con- 
Here, in the “ land of Kber,” amidst the quered “ the land of Kher’, from the Gohiis, 
sand-hills of the Looni, (the salt-river of the By the same species of treachery by which 
desert), from which the Gohiis were expelled, his father attained Palli, he lent his aid to 
Seoji planted the standard of the Rahtores. establish his brother Soning in Eedur. This 

At this period, a community of Brahmins small principality, on the frontiers of 
held the city and extensive lands about Palli, Guzerat, then appertained, as did Mehwo, 
from which, they were termed Palliwal; and to the Dabey race; and it was during the 
being greatly harassed by the incursions of maatum, or period of mourning for one of its 
the mountaineers, the Mairs and Meenas, princes, that the young Rahtore chose to ob~ 
they called in the aid of Seoji’s band, which tain a new settlement. His descendants are 
readily undertook and executed the task of distinguished as the Hatondia Rahtores. 
rescuing the Brahmins from their depreda- The third brother, Uja, carried his forays as 
tions. Aware that they would bo renewed, far as the extremity of the Saurashtra penin- 
they offered Seoji lands to settle amongst sula, where he decapitated Beekumsi, the 
them, which were readily accepted; and Ghawara chieftain of Okamundala,* and 
here he had a son by the Solankani, to established himself. From this act his branch 
whom he gave the name of Asothama. With became known as the “ Badhailf f and the 
her, it is recorded, the suggestion originated Badhails are still in considerable number in 
to make himself lord of P a lli; and it affords that furthest track of ancient Hinduism 
another example of the disregard of the early called the u World’s End/’
Rajpoots for the sacred order, that on the Asothama died, leaving eight sons, who 

---------------------------------------------------- became the heads of clans, viz. Doohur, Jopsi,
* The Dabey was one of tlie thirty-six races; and tlra Khimpsao, Bhopsoo, Dandul, Jaitmal, Ban- 

is almost the last petition of their holding independent d  Qoh 0£ whichj four Doohur,
possession. See Vol. I. p. 88. '  !

f in  my last jonrney through these regions, I visited the Dhandul, Jaitmal, and Oohur, areyetfenown.
O oh^atBhaonuggur, in t heG u l f o f  Cambay. _ 1 Iran- j )oohur 8Ucceeded Asothama. He made
scribed their defective annals, which trace their m ig ra -____________„________________ ______________
tion from * Kherdbnr," but in absolute ignorance where ' * On the western coast of the Saurashtra peninsula,
it is t See Vol, I. p, 87. t  From baiiha. 1 to slay.’
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