to ride and karouli Lis horso within sight of
my tents, and always expressed amxiety to
know what the “Mamoo” thought of his

horsemanship. 1 wassoon after called upon |

by the queen-mother for my congratulations
on Lalji having slain his first boar, atl ovent
that had summoned all the Haras to make
their offerings ; a ceremony which will recall
a distinction received by the Macedonian
youths, on a similar occasion, who were not
admitted to public discussions until they had
slain a wild boar,

Whilst partaking in these national amuse-
ments, and affording all the political aid I
could, my leisure time was employed in ex-
tracting from old chronicles or living records
what might serve to develop the past history

of the family; in frequent visits to the ceno-

ﬁph's of the family, or other remarkable spots,

and in dispersing my emissaries for inserip-
tions in every 'direction. This was the most
singolar’ partof my conduct to the Boondi
coirt ; they could not conceive why T should
take an inferest in such a pursuit.

The fiscal revenues of Boondi do not yet
excoed three lakhs of rupees ; and it will be
some time before the entire revenues, both
fiscal and feudal, will produce more than five ;
and out of the crown domain, eighty thousand
rupees annually are paid to 'the British
government, on account of the lands Bindia
held in' that state, and which he relinquished
by the treaty of A.D. 1818. Notwithstand-
ing his’ circumscribed means, the late Rao
Raja pat every branch of his government on
a most respectable footing. He coald muster
geven htndred household and Puttact horse;
and, including his = garrisons, his corps of
gelondaz, and little park (jinsi) of twelve
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guns, about two thousand seven hundred paid'
infantry ; in all between  three an_dj':ﬂfbur
thousand men. Fof the queal}e, the:oﬁeg;-_s
of government, and the pay of thés garrisoﬁa",
ostates were assigned, which yielded suffi-
cient! for the purpose. A continuation of
tranquillity is all that is required, and Boondi:
will again take its proper station in Rajwarra.

Camp; Rowtah, November 19.—0n the
14th of August, I departed for Kotah, and
found the junior branches of the Haras far
from enjoying the repose of Boondi. But
on these subjects we will nob touch here,
further than to remark, that the last three
months have been the most harassing of my
existence:* civil war, deaths of friends and
relatives, cholera raging, and all of us worn
out with perpotual attacks of fever, ague,
anxiety, and fatigue.

Rowtah, the spot on which I encamped,
is hallowed by recollections the most in-
spiriting. It was on this very ground I took
up my position throughout the campaign of
1817-18, in the very centro of movements of
all the armies, friendly and hostile.t

# For an account of these transactions, wvide Chap.
XI., Annals of Kotah,

It was from this ground I detached thirty-two
frelocks of my jguard, supported by two hundred of the
Regent's men, with two camel swivels, to beat up a
portion of the main Pindarri horde, when broken by our
armies. But my little band out marched the auxiliaries,
and when they ¢ame upon the foe, they found a camp of
1,600 instead of 500 men ; but nothing daunted, and
the surprise being complete, they poured in aixty
rounds kefore the day broke, and cleared their camp.
Then, each mounting & marauder's horge and driving
a laden camel before him, they retirned within ' the.
twenty-four hours, having ‘marched sixty miles, and
slain more than four times their numbers. Nothing
g0 elearly illustrated the destitution of ‘all moral eourage

in the freekooters, as their, conduct on this occasion ; |

fon at dawn of day, when the smoke cleared away, and
they saw the handful of wen whohad driven them into

L
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As we were now in the vicinity of the chief
Rumne in Harouti, the Raj Rana proposed
to exhibit the mode in which they carry om
their grand hunts. The site chosen was a
Jarge range runuing into and parallel ‘to the
chain which separates Harouti from Malwa.
At noon, the hour appointed, accompanied
by several officers of the Necmuch force
(amongst whom was my old friend Major
Price), we proceeded to the Shikergas, a

hunting seat, erected half way up the gentle

the Caly Binde, a body of about four hundred returned
to the sttiiok ; but my Bipahis, dismounting, allowed
the boldest to approach within pistol-shot before they
gave their fire, which sufficed to make the lancers wheel
off, The situation recslled the din which announced
their retarn @ upon which occasion, going out to wel-
come them, I saw the Regent’s camp thrn out, and the
trecs were crowded with spectators, toenjoy the trium-
phul eniry of the gallant little band with the spoils
of the speiler. The prize was sold and divided on the
drum-head, and yielded six or eight months’ pay fo

eath ; but it did not rest here, for Lord Hastings pro- |

moted the non-commissioned officers and several of
+the men, giving to all additional pay for life.

The effect of this exploit was surprising ; the cmm-;

try people, who hitherto would as soon have thought

of plundering his Satanic majesty as a FPindari, amas- .

sed all the spoils abandoned on their flight, and
brought them to the camp of the Regent; who, as
he never admitted the spoils of an enemy into his
treasury sent it all toour tents to be at my disposal.
Bot, as I could see no right that we had to it, I
proposed that the action should be commemorated by
the erection of a bridge, bearing Lord Hastings’ name.
'Phero were the spoils of every region; many trays
of gold necklzces, some of which were strings of
Venetian sequins ; coing of all ages (from which T
completed & series of the Mogaul kings), and five or
six thousand hesd of cattle of every description, The
Regent adopted my suggestion : a bridge of fifteen

arches was' consiructed, extending 'over the river at

the breadth of a thousand feet, eastsward of Kofah ;
and though more solid #nd msefal than remarkable

“‘for beauty, will 'serve to perpetuate, as Hasteen pool,
the name of @ gallant soldier and enlightened states-

man, who emancipated India from the scourge of the

‘Pindarris, He' I8 flow beyond tHe Téach of human
,praise, and the author may confess that he is proudof

having suggested, planned, and watched fo its com-
pletion, this trophy to his fame. ;

L

sscent, having terraced roofs and parapets,
on which the sportsman lays his gun to mas-

‘shore the ‘game'; and here we waited some

time' in anxious expeetation, oceasionally
some deer seudding by. Gradually, the din
of the hunters reached us, increasing into
tummltuous shouts, with the beating of
droms, and all the varieties of discord. Soon
various kind of deer galloped wildly past,
sueceeded by nilgnes, bara-singas, red and
spotted, Some wild-hogs went off snorting
and trotting, and at length, as the hunters
approached, a bevy' of animals, amonget
which some black-snouted hyszenas were
seen, who made a dead balt when ‘they
saw themselves between two fires. There
was mo tiger, however, in the assemblage,
which rather disappointed wus, but the still
more curious wild-dog was seen by some.
A slaughter commenced, the effects of
which T judged less at the time, butsoou
after T got to my tents, I found six camel-
loads of deer, of various kinds, deposited.
My friend, Major Price, did not much
admire this unsportsmanlike mode of dealing
with the lords of the forest, and although
very ‘well, once in one’s life, most would
think & boar hunt, spear in hand, preferable.

'Still it 'was an exhilarating scene ; thecon-

fusion of the animals, their wild dismay af
this compulsory association ; the yells,
shouts, und din from foar battalions of
vegulars, who, in addition to the otdinary
band ‘of huntsmen, formed a chain from
the summit of the mountain, across the
valley %o the opposite heights ; and, last
ot least, the placid Regent himself listen-
ing to -the tumult he could no louger

| witness, produced an  effeet not easily for-

iy
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gotten, This sport is & species of petty
war, not altogethor free from danger, espe-
gially to the rangers; but 1 heard of no
accidents. We had a round of a nilgee,
and also tried some steaks, which ate very
like coarse beef.

It is ascerted that, in one shape or
another, these hunting exeursions cost the
state two lakhs, or £20,000 annunally, The
Regent’s regular hunting-establishment
consisted . of twenty-five carpeniers, twe

_hundred airess, or huntsmen, and five
hundred occasional rangers. But the gotes,
or ‘feasts,’ at the = conclusion eof these
. Sports, occasioned the chief expense, when
come thousands were fed, and rewards

NARRATIVE, 611

and gratuities were bestowed upon those
whom the Regent happened to be ploased
with, This was one of the methods he pur-
sned to ingratiate himself with the Haras,
and he was eminently successful ; the
only wonder is, that so good an opportunity
should have been neglectod of getting rid
of one who had so long fyrannized over
them.

We here took a temporary leave of the
Regent; and we intend to fill up the in.
terval till the return of the Maharao from
Mewar, by making a tour through upper

Malwa, in which we shall visit the falls of
the Chumbul amidst the demse woods of

Puchail, -

CHAPTER XI.

| Pnu of Mahmduwa——Vwm Sfrom the summit of the pass into Puchaile—Merks set up

by the Bunjarris— Monastery of Atieets,

or Jogis.~—Their savaege aspect.—The author

" duted a chiela—The head of the establiskment~Fis lagend of the ovigin of the epithet
Seesodia.— The grand temple of Barolli.~Conjecture a3 to its founder~~Barolls.

Wg marched before daybreak thromgh:
the famed pass of Mokundurra,* and caught
a glimpse at the outlet of the fine plainsof '
Malwa. We then turned abruptly te the.

. /& Durra, & cortuption of Dwar, ' a barrier, pasy, ont- |

let; or portal ; and Muwkuad, one of the epithets of |

Crishna, Mokundurra and Dwaricansth ave synoni:
. ‘maoug 1--'the pass aad pottal of the Deity)

right, and skirted the range which divides
Haravati from Malws, over a rich cham-
paign tract, in a xe-entering angle of the
range, which gradually contracted to the
point of exity up the monntains of Puchail,

The sun rose just as we cleared the

summit of the passy and we halted fora

LY8



few minutes at the tower that guards the
\ ascent, to look upon the valley behind : the
Jandscape was bounded on either side by
the ramparis of nailures _-_ienclosing numerous

nﬂaﬁhé*unﬁl‘"tﬁejaye‘ was' stopped by the |

eastern horizon. We proceeded on the
terrace of his table-land, of gradual ascent,
through a thick forest, when, as we reached
the point of descent, the sun cleared the
barriet which we had just left, and darting
his beams through the foliage, illuminated
the castle of Bhynsror, while the mew
fort of Dangermow, appeared as a white
speck in the gloom that still enveloped the
Pathar.

We descended along & natural causeway,
the rock being perfectly bare, ‘without a
particle of mould or vegetation. Small
pillars, or uninscribed tablets, placed erect
in the centre of little heaps of stone,
scemed to indicate the scene of murders,
when the Bhillord of the pass exacted his
toll from all who traversed his dominion.
They proved, however, to be marks placed
by the Dunjarris to guide their fandas, or
caravans, through the devious tracks of the
forest. As we continued to descend, enve-
lopéd on all sides by woods and rocks, we
lost sight of the towers of Bhynsror, and
on reaching the foot of the Pass, the first
object weo saw was a little monastery of
Attoets, founded by the chiefs of Bhyn-
srov* it is called Jhalaca. 'We passed close
to their isolated dwelling, on the terraced
roof of which a party of the fraternity were
squatted round 4 fire, enjoying the warmth
of the morning sun. Their wild appeat-
ance corresponded With the scene around ;

* | PERSONAL NARRATIVE.

known 4 comb ; their bodis were smeared

with ashes (bhaboot), and a shred .of cloth
round the loing seemed the sole indication

_that, they ‘belonged to a class possessing

huma.'ii-_.;fébiings. ~Their lives are passed in a
perpetual routine of adoration of Chatoor-
bhooja, the *four-armed ’ divinity, and they
subsist on the produce of a few patches of
land, with which the chiefs of Bhynsror have
endowed this abode of wild ascetics, or with
what their patrons or the town’s-people and
passengers make up to them, The bead
of the establishment, a litfle vivacious, but
wild-looking being, about sixty years of
age, came forth to bestow his blessing, and
to beg something for his order. He how-
ever, in the first place, elected me one of his
chelas, or disciples, by marking my fore-
head with a tike of bhaboof, which he took
from a platter made of dhak-leaves; to
which rite of inauguration I submitfed with
due gravity. The old man provéd to be
a walking volume of legendary lore ; but
his conversation became insufferably tedious.
Interruption was in vain ; he could tell his
story only in his own way, and in order to
get at a point of local history connected
with the sway of the Ranas, I was obliged
to begin frem the ereation of the world,
and go through all the theogonies, the com-
bats of the Soors and Asoors, the gods
and Titans of Indian mythology ; to bewail
with Seeta the loss of her child, herrape
by Rawun, and the whole of the wars of
Rama waged for her recovery; when, at
length, the genealogy of the family com-
menced, which this strange being traced
through all their varying patronymica of Dits,

their matted hair and beard had mnever | Rics, Gohelote, Aharya, Seesodia ; at whick
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last he again diverged, and gave me an
episode to explain the etymology of the
'Uistinguishing epithet. T subjoin it, as a
specimen of the anchorite’s historical lore:—

In these wilds, an ancient Rana of Cheetore
had sat down to a gote (feast) consisting of
the game slain in tha chase 5 and being
very hungry, he hastily swallowed a piece of
meat to which n gad-fly adhered. The fly
grievonsly tormented the Rana’s stornach,
and he sent for 2 physician, The wiseman
(baed) secretly ordered an attendant to cut
off the tip of a cow’s ear, as the only moans
of saving the monarch's life. On obtain-
ing this forbidden morsel, the bacd folded
it in a ‘piece of thin cloth, and attaching a
string to it, mide the toyal patient swallow
it. The gad-fly fastened on the baif, and
was dragged to light. The physician was
rewarded ; but the curious Rana insisted
on knowing by what means the cure was
effected, and when he heard that & piece of
sacred kine had passed his lips, he deter-
mined to expiate the enormity in a manner
which its heinousness required, and to swal-
low boiling lead (secsa) /A vessel was put
on the fire, and half a seer soon melted,
when, praying that his involuntary offence
might be forgiven, he boldly drank it off;
but lo ! it passed through him like water.
From that day, the name of the tribe was
changed from Abarya to Seesodia. The old
Jogi as firmly believed the iruth of this
~absurd tale as he did his own existence, and
T allowed him to run ontill the temple of
Barolli suddenly burst uponmy view from
amidst the foliage that shrouded it. The
transition was grand 3 we had for some time
been picking our way along the margin of
154

a small stream that had worked ifself a
bed in the roelks over which lsy our path,
and whose counrse had boen our guide to
this object of our pilgrimacs. As we neared
the sacred fane, still following the stream,
we reached a level spot overshadowed by
the majestic koroo and amba, which had
We instantly diss
mounted, and by a flight of steps attained
the court of the temple. To' describe itz
stupendous and diversified architecturs is

never known the axe.

impossible; it is the offica of the pencil
alone, but'the labour would be almost end-
Art seams hére to have exhausted it-
gelf; and we were, perhaps now for the first
time, fully impressed with the beauty of
Hindn sceulplure. The columns, the cielings,

JEEEN

the external roofing, whera cach stone pre-
pents’ & miniatune temple, one rising. over
another, until crowned by the um-like
Jullus, distracted our attention.
ing on the capital of each column would

The cary-

tequire pages of explanation, and the whole,
in spite of its high antiguity, is in wonder-
ful preservation. This is attributable mainly
to two causes ; every stone is chiselled out
of the close-grained quartz rock, perhaps
the most durable (as it is the most. difficult
to work) of any ; and in order that the
Islamite should have some excuse for evad-
ing their iconoclastic law, they covered the
entire temple with the finest marble cement,
so adhesive, that it is only where the preva-
lent winds have beaten npon it that it is alto-
gether worn off, leaving the seulptured edges
of the stone as smooth and'sharp as if
carved only yesterday.

The grand temple of Barolli is dedlcated
to Biva, whose emblems are every where

“ QL
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visible, Tt stands in an area of about two
bundred and fifty vards squire, enclosed
by a wall bnilt of unsbaped' stones without
cement, ‘Beyond this wall are groves of
majestio trees, with many emaller shrines
and sacred fountsins. The first object that
struck my notice, just before entering tha
area, was a pillar, erect in the esrth, with
a hooded-smake sculptured around it. The
door-way, which is destroyed, must have
been very curious, and the remains that
cholke up the interior are highly interesting.
One of these specimens was entire, ' and
unrivalled in taste and beauty. The prin-
cipal figures are of Biva and his consort,
Parbutty, with their attendants, = He stands
upon' the lotus, having the serpent twined
as a garland. TIn his right hand he holds
the dumproo, or little drum, with which, as
the god of war, he inspires the warrior;
in his left is the cuprs formeéd of a human
skull, out' of which he drinks the blood of
the slain, ' The other two arms have been
broken off : a circumstance which proves
that even the Tslamite, to whom the act
may be aseribed; respected this work of art.
‘The “ mountain-born” is on . the left of her
spouse, standing on the coorm; or tortoise,
with braided locks, and ear-rings' made of
the  conch-shell: Every limb-is in that
easy flowing style peculiar to ancient Hindu
art, and wanting in modern specimens.
Both are eovered with beaded ornaments,
and bave no drapery. = The firoy masculine
attitude of “Baba Adom,’ as I have heard a
Rtajpoot call Mshadeo, contrasts well with
the delicate feminine outline of his consort.
The serpent and lotus intertwine grace-
fully over their heads. Above, there is a

series of comparlﬁiéﬁta filled w;t.hvafmm»
' figures; the most conspicuous of which is:
the chimerical animal called the gras, a kind
of ‘horned lion ; each compartment being
separated by a wreath of flowers, tastefully
arranged and ‘destributed. The animal is
delineated with an ease not unworthy the
art in Xurope. = Of the various other
fizures many are mutilated ; one i3 & her-
mit playing on & guitar, and above him are
a couple of deer in a listening’ posture,
Captain. Waugh is engaged on one of the
figures; which he agrees with me in-‘:pm—-
nouncing unrivalled as & specimen of art.
There are parts of them, especially the heads;
which would not disgrace Canova. They
are in high relief, being almost detached from
the slab. Tn this fragment ( about eight
feet by three ), the chief figurcs are about
three feet.

The centre  piece, forming a kind of
frieze, is nearly entire, and about twelve
feet by three; it is coverel with sculpture
of the same charactery mostly the eelestial
choristers, with various instruments, cele~
brating the praises of Siva and Parbutty:
Tmmediately within the door-way, js a small
' shrine to-the “fouc-armed ;7 but the Islamite:
having likewise deprived him of the super-
numerary pair,the Bhil takes him: for « Deviy
of whom they are desperately afraid, and m
consequence the forehead of the statue is
liberally smeared with: vermilion: bl

On the left, in advance of the mam
temple, is one about thirty feet high, con-

taining an image of Ashi-Mata, or the
‘eight-armed mother ;” but hiere the pious
Mooslem has robbed the goddess of all ber
arms, save that with which she grasps ber

L]
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She
greads firmly on the centaur, Mabheswar,
whose dissevered head lies at some - distance
in the area, while the lion of the Hindu
Cybele still retains his grasp of his quarters,
The Joginis and Apsaras, or ¢ maids of
war’ of Rajpoot martial poetry, have been
spared.

On the right is the shrine of Z7i-murti,
the triane divinity. Bramba's face, in the
centre, has been totally obliterated, as has
that of Vishnu, the Preserver; but the
Destroyer. is uninjured. The tiara, which
covers the head* of this triple divinity, is
also entire, and of perfect workmanship:
The ekill of the sculptor *can no further
go.” Groupes of smakes adorn the cluster-
img locks on the ample forehead of Siva,
which are confined by a bandeaun, in the
centre of which there iz & death’s head ornax
ment, hideously exact. Various and sin-
gularly elegant devices are wrought in the
tiara : in ome, two horses couped fromr the
shoulder, passing from a vick centering and
surmonnted by a death’s head : a dissevered
arm_points to avulture advancing to seize
it, while serpents sre wreathed round the
neck and hande of the Destryer, whose half-
opened mouth discloses  a solitary tooth,
and the tongue curled up with a demoniacal
expression. The whole is colossal, the
fignres being six feet and & half high. The
relief is very bold, and altugether the
groupe is worthy of having casts made from
~ We now come to the grand temple itself,

which is. fifty-eight feet im height, and in

the ancient form peculiar to the temples of
Siva.  The body of the edifice, in which is
the sanctum of the god, and over which
rises ifs pyramidal sikr, is a square of only
twenfy-one feet ; butthe addition of the
domed wvestibule ( munduf ) and, portice
makes it forty-four by twenty-one. An
outline of this by Ghassi, a native artist (who
labours at Qodipoor for the samne daily pay
as a tailory carpenter, or other artizan),
will give a_tolerably, good notion of its ap-
pearance, though none of its beauty.  The
whole  is covered with mythological senlp-
ture, without as well as wit]:in,'emblematic
of the ‘great god’ (Mahedeo), who is the
giver, as'well as the  destroyer, of life.  In
aniche outside, to the gouth, he is armed
against the Dytes(Titans), the roond-mals,
or skull-chaplet, reaching to his knees, and
in seven of hig arms are offenzive weapons.
His cap is the frustrum of a cone, composed
of snakes interlaced, with a fillet of skulls:
the cupra isin his hand, and the vietima
are seattered around. On his right is one of
the maids .of slaughter (Jogini) drunk with
blood, the cup still at her lip, and her
countenance expressive. of vacuity ; while

below, on the left is a female personification

of Death, mere skin and bone: a sickle
(koorpi) in herright hand,” its knob a.death’s
head, completes this groupe .of the attri-
butes: of destrugtidn. ;

To the westis Mahadeo mnder another
form, & beautiful and animated statue, the
expression mild, as when he went forth to
entice the motintain-nymph, Mers, to hig.

* No where else did I ever see this emblem of Timé;

'® This eri-murti is represented with thiee faces | the connterpart of the soythe with which we farvish him,

(murti) though but one hesd, ;

which is nukuown to India.

w L,
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embrace,
exeouted ornaments, and his snake-wreath,
which hangs round him as a garland, has a
clasp of two heads of Shesnag (the ser-
pent-king), while Nanda below is listening
with placidity to the sound of the dumroa.
His cupra, and Farg, or gkull-cap, and
sword, which heisin the attitude of using,
are the only accompaniments denoting the
god of blood.

The northern compartment isa plcture,
disgustingly faithful, of death and its attri-
butes, vulzarly known as Bhooks Mata, o
the personification of famine, lank and bate;
her necklace; ‘like her ' lord’, of skalls,
Close by are two mortals in thelast stage
of ‘existence, 80 correctly represented as
to bxcite an unpleasant surprise. 'The out
Jine, T may say, is anatomically correct.
The motith is half open and ' destorted, and
although the eye is closed in death,an ex-
pression of wental anguish seems ‘still to
linger ‘upon the features. A beast of prey
is ‘approaching the dead body ; while, by
way of contrast, a ‘male figure,in all the
yigour of youth and health, lies prostrate
ot her feet,

Such ie a faint deseription of the senlp-
tured niches on ench of the external faces
of the mindra, whenee the spire rises, eimple
and wsolid. In order, however, to be dis-
tinctly understood, I shall give some slight
ichnographic details,  Wiret, is the'mindra
or cella, in which is the statue of the god;
‘then the munduf, or, in architectural nomen-
clature, pronaos; and third, the portico,
with which we shall begin, though it trans-
cends all deseription,

Like all temples dedicated to Bal-Siva,

His tiara is a blaze of finely= |

the vivifier, or ¢ sun-god,’ it faces the east.
The portico projects several foet beyond  the
mundufy and has four ‘superb 'columns in
front, of which the outline by Ghassi con~
veys but a very imperfect idea. Flat fluted
pilasters are placed on either side of the
entrance to the munduf, gorving as a sup-
port to the internal torun, or triumphal wrch,
and & single column intervenes on each side
between the pilasters and the columne in
front. The columns are about eighteen feet
in height, the proportions are perfect ; and
thouzh the difference of diameter between
the superior and inferior portions of the shaft
ja less than the Grocian standard, there 43
no want of ‘elegance of effect,’ whilst it givos
an idea of more grandeur. The frieze is
one mass of sculptured figures, generally of
haman beings, male and female, in pairs
the horned monster termed Gras, separating
the different pairs. The internal forun ' or
trinmphal arch, whicl is invariably attached
to all ancient temples of the sun-god, 'is
of that peculiar curvature formed by ‘the
junetion of two ares of a circle from différ-
ent centres, a form of arch well known in
(Gothie and Saracenic architecture, ' but
whieh isan éssentinl characteristic of the
most ‘ancient Hindu temples. The head of
a grag crowns its apex, and on ' the outline
is & concatenation of figures armed with
daggers, apparently ascending the arch to
strike the monster. © The roof of the mundif
(pronavs);  which in the drawing is not
made sufficiently distinct from the main
body of the temple, cannot bo' described :
its varions parts must be examined with
microscopic micety in order to enter iunto

detail. In the whole of the ‘ornaments
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there is an exact harmony which 1 have seen
no whero else ; eveu the miniature elephants
are in the finest proportions, and exquisitely
garved. :

The ceilings both of the porti¢o and mun-
duf, are claborately beautiful: that of the
portico, of one single block, could hardly
be surpassed. = The engraving falls short
of the dvawing of the ingenious Ghassi,
my uative artist, who again is buta hum-~
lo imitator of the original. ' Of the ex-
terior 1 shall not attempt farther deserip-
tion ¢ it is & grand, a wonderful effort of the
silpi. (architect), one series rising above and
surpassing the other, from the base to the
urn which surmounts the pinnacle,

The sanctum contains the symbol of the
god, whose local appellation is Rori Barolli,
& corruption of Bal-wori, from the circum-
gtance of Balnath, the sun-god, being here
typified by an orbicular stone termed rord,
formed by sttrition in the choolis or whril~
pools of the Chumbul, near which the temple
stands, and to which pbenomens it probably
owed its foundation. This symbolic rori
is not fixed, butlies in a groovein the in-
ternal ring of the Yoni ; and so nicely is it
poised, that with: a very moderate impulse
it will continue revolving while the votary
recites a tolerable long hymn to the objeet
of his adoration, The old ascetic, who had
long been one of the zealots of Barolli,
amongst kis other wondors gravely told me,
that with the momentum given by his little
finger, in former days, be could make it
keep on its course much longer than now
with the application of all his strength.

Some honest son of commerco though it
‘but right that the mindra (cella) of Bal-rori
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should be graced by a Parbutiy, and be had
one made and placed there. But it appesred
to have offended the god, and matlers soon
after went wrong with the Banya: first  his
wife died, then his som, and atlength he
became dewali, or ‘bankrvopt  In  truth
he deserved punishment for his caricatnra
of the fmountain-born’ Mera, who 1more

‘resembles a Dutch burgomestre thau the fair

daughter of Syeel. !

Fronting the temple of Bal-rori, and
apart from it abount twenty yards; is an-
other superl edifice, called the Sengar-chaori,

or nuptial hall® It isa square (chacri) of

forty feet supported by double range of

coluntas on each face, the intercolumniations
being quite open ; and although those
columns want the elegant proportions of the
latge temple, they are covered with ex-
quisite eculpture, as well as the ceiling
to tradition, the nuptials of Rajo Hoon
with the fair daughter of & Rajpaot prince,
of whom he had long been enamoured, were
celebrated ; to commemerate which event,
these magnificent stractures were raised :
but more of this Hun anon. The external
roof ( or sikr, a8 the Hindu silpi terms the
varions roofs which ¢over with their tem~
ples) is the frustrum of a pyramid, ard a
singular specimen of architectural skill,
each stome being a miniature temple, ele
gantly carved, gradually decreasing in size
to the Eullus or ball, and so admirably fitted
to each other, that there has been no room
for vegetation to insinnate itself, and eonse-

®Thid is not the literal interpretation, but the pur-
pose far which it is applied, Chaori is the term always
appropriated to the place of nuptials | semgar Weapy
‘orusment,’ \
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quently they have austamed no injury irom
time.

Midway between the nuptial hall and the
main temple, there is a low alter, on which
the bull, Nand-iswar, still kneels before the
symbolic representation of its sovereign
lord, Jswar. But sadly dishonoured is this
courser of the sun-god, whose flowing tail
is broken, and of whose head but a frag-
ment remains, though his necklace of alter-
nate skulls and bells proclaims him the
charger of Sivae.

Avotnd the temple of the f great-god’
{ Maha-deva) ave the shrines of the dii minor-
es, of whom Ganess, the god of wisdom,
takes precedence. The shrine of this ] jani-
tor of Siva is properly placed to i.he north,
equi-distant from the nuptial hall and the
chief temple.
not spared by the Tatar iconoclast. His
single tooth, on which the post Chund is &0
lavish of encomium, is broken off ; his limbs
are dissevered, and he lies prostrate on his
back at the base of his pedestal, grasping,
even in death, with his right hand, the ladoos,
or sweetmeat-balls he received at the nuptial
feast,

Near the dishonoured fragments of Ga-
nesa, and on the point of losing his equilli-
brinm, is the divine Nareda, the preceptor
of Parbutty, and the Orpheus of Hindu
mythology. In his hands he yet holds the
lgre  (wvina), with whose heavenly sounds he
has been charming the son of his patroness;
but more than one string of the instrameat
is wanting, and one of the gourds which,
united by a sounding board, from the vina,
is broken off. _

To the south are columns, one erect and

But the form of wisdom was

'.'-Pm_as_omn N&RRATI\*-E.-

the othar prostrate, whxch appear to hava.

been either the commencement of another
‘temple, or, what is more probable from

their excelling every thing yet deseribed,
intended to form a torun, having  simple
architrave laid across them, which served
asa swing for the recreation of the god.
Their sorface, though they have been
| exposed for at laast one thousand years to
the atmosphere, is smooth and little injured ;
such is the durability of this atone,
though it is asionishing how it was
worked, or how they got instruments to
shape il There is & bawari, or ' reservoir
of water, for the use either of gods or
mortals, placed in the eentre of the quad-
rangle, which is strowed with sculpturml
fragments,

We quit the enclosure of Raja Hoon to
visit the fountain (coomd) of Mahadeo, and
the various other curious objects, Having

‘passed through the ruined gate by which we

entered, we crossed the black stream, and
passing over a fine turf plot, reached the
coond, which is a square of sixiy feet, the
water (leading to which are steps) being
full to the brim, and the surface ecovered
with the golden and silver lotus. In the
eentre of the fountain is a miniature temple
to the god who delights in waters ; and. the
dam by which it was once approached being
broken, it is now completely isolated. The
entrance to the east has two slendet and
well-proportioned columns, and the whole
is conspieuous for simplicity and taste.
Smaller shrines surround the coond; inte
one of which 1 entered, little expecting
in a comparatively humble edifice the sur-
prise which awaited me. The temple was




a "air"nlpla, ‘unadorned hall, containing a do-

tached piece of seulpture, representing

Narayan floating' on the chaotic waters.
The god is reclining in a fit of abstraction
npon his shes-seja, a couch formed of the
hydra, or sca-snake, whose many heads
expanded form a canopy over thatof the
sleeping divinity, at whosa feet is the be-
nignant Lacshmi, the Hindu Ceres, awaiting
the expiration .of his periodical repose. A
group of marine monsters, half-man, half-
fish, support the couch in their arms, their
scaly extremities gracefully wreathed, and
in the centre of them is a horse, rather
t00 terrestrial to be classical, with a conch-
shell and other marine emblems near him.
The black-ground to this couch rises about

' two feel above the reclining figure, and is

divided horizontally into two compart-
ments, the lower containing a gronp of six
«chimerical monsters, each nearly a foot in
height, in mutual combat, and in perfect
reliet. Above is 8 smaller series, depiet-
ing the Avatars, or incarnations of the
divinity. On the left, Coorma, the tortoise,
having quitted his shell, of which he makes
a pedestal, denotes the termination of the
catastrophe. Another marine monster, half
boar (Varaka), half fish, appears recovering
the Yoni, the symbol of production, from
the alluvion, by his tusk. Next to him is
Narsinga, tearing in pieces a tyrannical
king, with other allegorical mysteries hav-
ing no relation to the ten incarnaertions, but
being a mytholegy quite distinct, and which
none of the wall—infqrined men around me
could interpret : a certain proof of its anti-
Uity S

The position of Narayana was that of
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repose, ono hand supporting his head, under
which lay the gada, or mace, while in another
he Held the conch-shell, ~which when the
god assumed the terrestrial form and led
the Yadu hosts to battls, was celebrated
as Dekshinaverta from having its spiral il_:_;
volutions reversed; or to the right (deZshin).
The fourth arm was broken off, as wers his
nether limbs to near the knee. From the
nab or naf (navel), the umbilical cord as-
cended, terminating in a lotus, whose ex-
panded flower served as a seat for Bramha,
the personification of the mind or spirit
“moving on the waters” ( Narayana ) of
chaos. The benificent and beauntiful Lacshmi,
whom all adore, whether 8s Annapurans
(the giver of food), or in her less amiable
character as the consort of the Hindu Plu-
tus, secems to have excited a double portion
of the zealots’ ire, who have not only visited
her face too roughly, but entirely destroyed
the emblems of wnourishment for her uni-
versal progeny. It wonld be impossible to
dwell npon the minuter ornaments, which,
both for design and execution, may be pro-
The highly
imaginative miud of the artist is apparent
throughout ; he has given a repose to the
sleeping deity, which contrasts admirably
with the wr_ithing of the serpent upon which
he lies, whose folds, more especially under
the neck, appear almost real; deception
aided by the prophyritic tints of the stone.
From the accompaniments of mermaids,
conch-shells, sea-horses, &c.. we may con-
clude that a more elegant mythology than
that now gubsisting has been lost with the
art of seulpture.

nounced unrivalled in India.

The whole is carved out

of a single block of the quartz rock, which

=G



is of fur greater darability.
The léngth of this marine ecouch (sga)
is nearly eight feet, its breadth two, and its

height somewhai more than three: the
figure, from the top of his richly wrought
tiara, beiug four feet. Ileft a strong in-
clination to disturb the slumbers of Nara-
yana, and transport him to another clime :
in this thore would be no sacrilage, for in
his present mutilated state, he is looked upon
{except as @ specimen of ar() as no better
than a stone. |

All round the coond the ground is coverad
with fragments of - ehrines: erected to the
inferior divinities. On one piece, which
must have belonged to a roof, were sculp-
tured two busts of a male and a female, un-
exceptionably beautiful. ~The headdress
of the male was a helmet, quite Grecian
in design, bound with a simple and ele-
gant fillet: in short, it would require the
labour of several artists for six months to
do any thing like justice to the wonders of
Boondi.

There is no chronicle fo tell us for whom
or by whom this temple was constructed.
The legends are unintelligible ; for although
Raja Hoon is the hero of this regiony it
is no easy task to aceount for his connexion
with the mythology. If we, however,
conneet this apparently wild tradition with
what is already said regarding his ruling
at Bhynsror, and moreover with what bhas
been recorded in the first part of this work,
when ¢ Upgutst, lord of the Hoons,” was
enrolled amongst the eighty-four subordinate
princes who defended Cheetors against the
first attempt - of the Islamite, in the eighth

v

of Hoon is one of freyuent occurence in
ancient traditions, and the early inseription
at Monghir has already heen mentioned,
as likewise the still more imporiant admis-
sion of this being oune of the thirty-six
royal tribes of Rsjpoots; and as, in the
Cheetore chronicle, they have actually ae-
signed as the proper name of the Hoon prince
that (Ungutsi) which designates, ‘according
to  their historian Deguignes, ‘the grand
horde, weo can scarcely refuse our belief that
“there were EHuans” in India in those days.
But although Raja Hoon may have patro-
nized the arts, we can hardly imagine he
could have furnished any ideas to the art-
iste, ‘who at all events bave not produced a
single Tatar feature to attest their rule in
this region. It is far more probabls, if ever
Grecian artists visited these regions, that
they worked upon Indian designs—an hypo-
thesis which may be still further supported.

History informs us of the Grecian auxili-
aries sent by Seleucus to the (Puar) wo-
narch of Qojein (Ozene), whose descendants
corresponded with Augustus; and I have
before suggested tho pussiblity of the temple
of Komulmair, which is altogether dissimilar
to any remains of Hindu art, being atiri

butable to the same people.

We discover two inscriptions, as well as
the names of many visitors, inscribed on
the pavement and walls of the ‘portico,
bearing date seven and eight hundred years
ago; one was “‘the son of Jalunsi, from
Dhawulnagri ;” another, which is in the
ornamental Nagari of the Jains, is dated
the 13th of Oartic (the mouth sacred to
Maxs), 8, 981, or A.D. 925. Unfortunately



it is but a fragment, confaining five aloaja's'in
praise of Sideswar, or Mahadeo, as the pat-

ron of the ascetic Jogis. Partof a nanﬁ
remains ; and although my old Gura will,

not venture to give a translation wij;hout'_-
“or the flat between the river Chumbul and

hig sybelline volume, the Vyakurma, which
was ‘left at Oodipoor, thero is yet sufficient
to prove it to be merely the rhapsody of
& Pundit, visiting Rori Barolli, in praise of
the “great god" and of the site.® More
time and invostigation/than T could afford,
might make further discoveries; and it
would be labour well rewarded, if we could
obtain a date for this Augustan age of Tndia.
At the same time, it is evident that the
whole was not accomplished within oneman’s
existence, nor could the cost bo defrayed
Ly one year’s revenue of all Rajpootana.
We may add, before we quit this
spot, that there are two piles of stones, in the

' *Thig is deposited in the museum of the Royal
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the defunct priests of Mahadeo, who, whe-
ther Gosens, Sinyasis, or Dadoopantis, al-

L ways bury their dead,

"Barolli is in the tract named Puchail,

the pass, containing twenty-four villages in
the lordship of Bhynsror, laying about three

- miles west, and highly improving the scene,
- which weuld otherwise 'be one of perfect

golitude. According to' the'losal tradition
of some of the wild tribes, ite more  amcient
pame was Bhadravati, the seat of the
Hoong'; and the traces of the old' eity in
extensive mounds aed ruins are still beheld
around the more modern Bhynsror, = Tradi-
tion adds, that the Chirmitti (the elassic
name of the Chumbulj had riot then plough-
ed itself a ohannel in this adamantine bed ;
buf nine centuries could not have effected

this operation; 'although it isnot' far from
the period when Ungutsi, the Hoon, mfewl b

the Rang of Cheetore,

o0 @L

quadrangle of the main temple, raised over



CHAPTER XII,

The choolis, or whirlpools of the Chumbul.— Grandeur of the scene.~ Description of the falle
and rocks of the Chumbul in this port.— The remarkable narrowness of its bed.—The
roris, or stones found in the whirlpools.—Visit to Ganga-bheva.~Its magnificient temple
end shrines.—The details of their architecture.~~The muin temple more modern than the
shrines around it ~Dilapidation of these fine specimens of art.—Effects of vegstations
The gigantic amoivels —Naoli.—Takaji-ca-coond, or fountain of the snake-king.—Frag-
ments of sculpture.—Muusolewm of Jeswunt Rao Holear,—Holcar's horse.~His elephant,
Bhanpoora.—Tranguillity ‘and prosperity of these parts.— Gurrote.—Truces of king

Satul Patul, of the era of the pandus.~Agates and cornelians.—The eaves of Dhoomnar,
Desoription of the caves and temples.—Ezplanation of the figures.—Jain symbols onone'

sideof the caves, Brahmin on the other.—Statues of the Jain pontifs.~Bheem's bazaar:

December 3d.~~Having 'halted several
days at Barolli to admire the works of man,
we marched o contemplate the still more
stapendous operation of nature—the choolis,
or ‘whrilpools,” of the Chumbul. For

three miles we had to hew a path through

the forest for our camels and horses ; at
the end of wkich, the sound of many waters

gradually inereased, until we stood on the |

bleak edge of the river's rocky bed. Our
little camp was pitched upon an elevated
spot, commanding s view over one of the
most striking object of mature—a scene
bold beyond the power of description.
Behiad us was a deep wood ; in front, the
abrapt precipices of the Pathar ; to the left,
the river expanded into a lake of ample
dimensione, fringed with trees, and a little
vaward {0 the right, the majestic and mighty

[ Chirmitti, one of the sixteen sacred rivers

of India, shrunk into such & narrow com-~
pass, that even man might bestride it. From
the tent, nothing seemed to disturb the

G,

unruffled surface of the lake, until we -

approached the point of outlet, and beheld
the deep bed the river has excavated in
the rock. This is the commencement of

the falls. Proceeding along the margin, one

rapid succeeds another, the gulf increasing
in width, and the noise becoming more
terrific, until you arrive at a spot where the
stream is split into four distinct chaonels ;
and a little farther, an isolated rock appears,

high over which the whitened spray as-

cends, the sun-beams playing om it. Here
the separaled channels, each terminating

in a cascade, fall into an ample basin, and

again unite their waters, boiling around
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the masses of black rock, which ever and
aton peeps out and contwmets with the
foaming surge rising from the whirlpools
(dhoolis) beneath. From this huge caul-

dron, the waters again divide into two
branches, encircling and isolating the rock,
on whose northern fase they re-unite, and
form another fine fall.

A rtreeis laid scross the chasm, by the aid

of which the asdventurous may attain the
summit of the rock, which is quite flat,
and is ecalled “the table of the Thakoor of
Bhynsror,” whe often, in bthe summer,
holde his gote or feast there, and a fitter spot
for such an entertainment can scarcely be
imagined. Here, soothed by the murmer
of foaming waters, the eye dwelling on a

variety of picturesqe objects, seen through

_the prismatic hues of the spray-clounds, the
baron of Bhynsrorand his little court may
sip their omwrif, fancying it, all the while,
taken from the churning of the little ecean
beneath them.

On issning from the cheolis, the river
continnes its course through its rocky bed,
which gradually diminishes to about fifteen
feet, and with greatly inereased welocity,
until, meeting a soften soil, under Bhynsror,
it, would float a man-of-war. The distance
drom the lake first deseribed to this rock
i6 about a mile, and the difference of ele-

-

vation, under two hundreds feot ; the maim
cascade being abont sixty feet fall. It is
a curious fact that, after a course of three
hundred miles, the bed of a mighty river
like this should be no more than abont three
yards broad. The whirlpools are huge per-
pendicular caverns, thirty and forty feet in
depth, between some of which there is &
communi cation under-ground ; the orbicular
stones, termed zoris, are often forced up in
the agitation of these matural cauldrons ;
one of them represents the object of worship
at Bal-rori, For many miles down the
stream; towards Kofah, the rock is every-
whero pierced by incipient choolis, or whirl-
pools, which, according to their size and force,
are always filled with these rounded stones.

From hence the Chumbul purenes its
course through the platean (sometimes six
hundred feet high) to Kotah, ere nature

is in her grandest attire. The scene, though _

wild and rugged, it sublime; and were X

offered an estate in Mowar, X would choose

L,
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Bhynsror, and should be delighted to hold
my gofe envglaped in the mists which rise
from the whirlpools of the Chumbul.

December 4th.—The carpenters have been
at work for some days hewing a road for us
to pass to Ganga-bheva, another famed
retreat in this wild and now utterly deserted
abode. We commenced our march thfough
a forest, the dog-star nearly south ; the river
dimly seen on our right. On our left were
the remains of & rained cireumvallation,
which is termed Rana-Kote; probably a
rumna, or preserve. At daybreak we arrived
at the hamlet of Kheyrli; and here, our
course changing abruptly to the south-east,
we left the river, and continued our journey
through rocks and thickets, until a deep
grove of lofty trees, encloged by a dilapidated
wall, shewed that we had reached the object
of our search, Gtanga-bheva, ol

‘What a scene burst upon us, as we cleared
the ruined wall and forced our way over the
mouldering fragments of ancient grandeur !
Ganga-bheva, or ‘the circle of Ganga,
appears to have boen selected as a retreat for
the votaries of Mahadeva, from its being a
little oasis in this rock-bound valley ; for its
site was a fine turf, kept in perpetual verdure
by springs, :

. The chief object is the temple, dedicated
to the creative power ; it stands in the centre
of a quadrangle of smaller shrines, which
haye more the appearance of being the ceno-
tapha, of some ancient dynasty than domiciles
for the inferior divinities. The eontrast
between the architecture of the prinaipe.l
temple, and that of the shrines which sur-
vound if, is remarkable, The body of the
ehiaf temple has heen destroyed, and with its

Fratr i
raised ;5 nor is there aught of the primitive
structure, except the portico, remaining,
Its columns are fluted, and .the entablatare
(part of waich lies prostrate and reversed)*
exhibite a profusion of rich sculpture. In
front of the temple is a ecirevlar basin,
always overflowing, and whence the term
bhevo or bheo, ¢ a circle,” added to the
uame of the spring, which is feigned to be
an emanation of Ganga. The surface of
its waters is covered with the flower sacred
to the goddess, that particular lotus termed
camodhun, which may be rendered, *the
riches of love.” . :

The chief temple evinces the same skill
and taste as the structures of Barolli, and’
the embellishments are similar.
recognize the groupes of Mahadeva and
Parbutty, with the griffins (gras), the
Nagunis, half-serpent half-fomale, &,
though not in so finished a style as at Barolli,
Whatever be the age of this temple (and we
found on the pavement the name of a votary
with the date 8. 1011, or A.D. 955), it is
many centuries more recent than those which
surround it, in whose massive simplicity we
have a fine specimen of the primitive archi-
tecture of the Hindus, Mven of these, we
can trace varieties, That of which we
present a drawing, shews, in its flated
columns, a mare ambitions, though mot
a botter taste, than the plainer support~
ers of the pyramidal roofs, which cover
all the ancient temples of Bal-siva, Five

L,

wrecks a simple, inelegant mindra has been

‘We here

of these small shrines filled up each face of'

the quadrangle, but with the exception of

® It will be requisite to view this fragment in a

reyersed position togee the intended efforti of thw artiat,
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those on the east side, all are in ruins. The
doors of those which possess an enclosed
swnctum, 'face inwards towsrds the Jarger
‘shrine : and each has a wimple low altar, on
which are ranged the attendant divinities
of Mahadeva. The senlptn::e of all these
is of & much later date than the specimens
at Barolli, and of inferior execution, though
far superior to any thing that the Hindu
sculptor of modern days can fabricate.
They may possibly be of the date found
inscribed (the tenth century), posterior to
which no good Hinda scnlpture is to be
found. As this spot is now utterly deserted,
and the tiger and wild boar are the only
inhabitants that visit the groves of Ganga-
bheva, I hall be guilty of no sacrilege in
temoving 4 few of these specimens of
eatly art® :

"Nature has co-operated with the ruthless
Toork in destroying the oldest specimens of
the art. Wherever there is a chink or
crevice, vegetation fixes itself. OfF this we
had a fine specimen in a gigantic but now
mouldering  koroo, which had implanted
itself in the munduf of the principal-temple,
and rent it to its foundation, On examining
' 'its fmroense roots, large slabs were actually
encased with the wood, the bark of which
nearly covers a whole regiment of petty
gods. This fact alone attests the longevity
of this species of tree, which is said to live a
thousand years. The fountain temple has,
in a similar way, been levelled by another of
these koroo-trees, the branches of which

® Of the styls of these epecimens the curious are
enabled to judge, s several are deposited in the moseum
of the Royal Agiatic Society, These mark the decline
of the arts ; as do those of Bayolli it is perbaps the high-
est pownt of excellence,
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had gradually pressed in and overwhelmed
it.  The Sengar-chaori, or nuptial-hall, is

' also nearly unroofed ; and although ' the

portico may ‘yet survive for ages, time is
rapidly consuming the rest.

I should have said that there are two
distinct enclosures, an interior and exterior,
and it is the first which is crowded with the
noblest trees, every where clustered by the
amervela, ‘the garland of eternity, sacred
to Mahadeva, which shades the shrine, overs
hanging it in festoons. This is the giant of
the parasitic tribe, its main stem being as
thick near the root as my body. I counted
sixty joinis, each apparenily denoting a
years growth, yet not half way up the tree
on which it climbed. That highly-scented
shrub, the ketki, grew in great profusion
near the coond, and 2 bevy of monkeys were
gambolling about them, the gole inhabitants
of the grove, The more remote enclosure
contained many altars, sacred to the manes
of the faithful wives who becawme satie for
the salvation of their lords, On sonwe of
these altars were three and four pootlis, or
images, denoting the number of devotees.
It would require a month’s halt and a
company of pioneers to turn over these
ruins, and then we might not be rewarded
for our pains. We have therefore set to
work to clear a path, that we may emerge
from these wildi;. :

Naoli, December 5th, twelve miles.—The
road rune through one continued forest,
which weuld have been utterly impassable
but for the hatohet. Half-way, is the .

‘boundary between Bhynsror and Bhanpoora,

also an ancient appanage of Mewar, but now
belonging to Holear. Nasoliisa comfortable
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westward.

In the evening I went fo visit Zukaji-ca-
ooond, or ‘fountain of the snake-king’ It
is about two miles east of Naolis the road,
through & jungle, over the flat highland

or Pathar, presents: no indication of the

object of research, until you suddenly find
yourself on the brink of a precipice nearly
two hundred feet in depth, erowded with
noble trees, on whish' the knotted £oroo was
again conspiouous. The descent to this
glen was over masses of rock ; and aboub
half-way down, on & small platform, are tWe.
ghrines; one  ¢ontaining the statue of
Takshas, the seake-king ; iho other of
Dhunantra, the physician, who was prodaced
at the ‘churning of the ocean.” The coond,
or fountain, af the southern extremity of
the abyss, is about two hundred yards in
cireumference, and termed athag, or ¢ unfa~
thomable,” according to my guide, and if we
may judge from its-dark sea~green lustre, it
must be'of ‘considerable depth. It is filled
by a cascade of full one hundred feet perpen~.
dicalar height, under which is a stone-seat,
sacred to the genius of the spot. At the
west side issues & rivulet, called the Takhatli
‘serpentine, which, after pursuing a
winding course for many miles, some hun-
dred feet below the surface of the Pathar,
washes the eastern face of Hinglazgurh,
aud ultimately joins the Amjar. Ghassi,
my native artist, is busy with the efligy of
the snake-king, and Dhunantes, the Vedya
From the summit of the platean we had a
view of the castle of Hinglaz, celebrated
in Lord Lake's war with the Mahrat-
tas, and which was tsken by Captsin

or

Pmﬁmﬁn mwﬁﬂm;--

ﬂ.lanre, havmg the remaing of a forf. to tha

Hutchmaon thha feu,w mof the Bengaiﬂ

artillery. §

Bhanpoora ,Decamber 6ehy elgh.. nu.les fHh

This was a delightful march, presenting:

pictures at every step. Two. miles, through

Jjungle, brought' us to the abrapt crest of’

the Pathar. « For some distance the route

- was over a neck or ching, with deep perpen-,
dicular dells on each side, which, at its.

extremity, the point of descent, termed the
ghat or pass, became a valley, gradually ex~

| panding until we reached Bhaupoors, At

the ghat are the remains of a very ancient
fortress, named Indorgurh, which must have,
been one of the sirong-holds of this region

long anterior to the Chanderawat feuda-.

tories of Mewar. Some fragments of sculpw
tare indicate the pressnce of the artist of
Barolli; but all search for inscriptions was.
fraitless. * From hence we saw the well-
defined skirts of plateau stretohing westward
by Rampoora to the Liassaughat, Tarrapoor,
and Jawud, the point of our ascent last years

It was pleasing, after a week's incarceras
tion amidst these ruins and scenes of natural
grandeur, where European foot had mnever
trod, to' see verdant fields and imhabitants

| of the plains; such alternations make eaeh

delightful in its turn, We had been satiated
with the interminable flats and unvarying
corn-fields of Harouti, and it was a relief
fo quit that tams tranquillity for the whirl-

| pools of the Chumbul, the ocoonds of Gans

ga, and the snake-king in the rogions of the
mt\ccessib}e Doorga.

As we approached Bhanpoora, we cmssed
asmall rivalet, called the LRewa, coming
from the glon of the pass; near which is
the mausoleum of Jeswunt Rao Holear,



adjoining the scene of his greatest glory,
when he drove an English army from his
territory. The architecture is worthy of the
barharian Mahratta ; it is a vaulted buildiag,
grected upon a terrace, all of hewn stono :
its only meritis its solidity. There is a
statue of this intrepid  chieftain, of the
natural size, in the usual ungraceful sitting
posture, with his little turbag 3 but it gives
but a mean idea of the man who made
terms with Take at the altarsof Alexander,
1t is enclosed by a miniature and regularly-
built fortress, with bastions, the intorior of
which are hollow and colonnaded, serving
as a dhermaala, or, place of halt for pilgrims
or travellers ; and on the terrace are a few
sellas, ‘or swivels, On the right of the
temple destined to receive the effigy of
Jeswunty is a smaller cenotaph to the
memory of his sister, who died shortly after
him. Thegateway leading into this castella-
ted tomb has apartments at top, and at the
. entrance is a handsome pife;ce of brass
ordnance, called kali, or ¢ death.” There is
a temporary building on the right of the
gateway, where prayers are recited all day
long for the soul of Jeswunt, before an altar
on which were placed twenty-four dewas, or
lamps, always burning. A figure dressed

in white was on the altar ; immediately

behind which, painted on the wall, was
Jeswunt himself, and a8 in the days of his
glory, mounted on his favourite war-horse,
Mowah, The chaour was wayving over his
head, and silver-mace bearers were attending,
while the officiating priests, seated on
garpets, pronounced their incantations.

- Tleft the master to visit Mowah, whose

stall is close to the mausoloum of Holcar,

PERSONAL NARRATIVE,

_who.!-j;hﬁ: :.boz_;«;. in, mt;n_jr_ a de}apefﬁe. a.tlri_.fe....

The noble animal seemed to possess all his
master’s aversion to a Frengiy and when,
having requested bis body clothes to ba
removed, I went up to examine him,he 3t
first backed his ears and shewed fight; but
at last permitted mo to rub his fine forehead.
Mowah is a chesnut of the famed Beemrat~
hali breed ; like his master, a genuine native
of Maharashtra, ho exhibits the frame-work
of a perfect horse, though under 14.3.;
his fore-legs shew whathe has gone through,
His head is a model, exhibiting the highest
quality of bloods ears small and pointed, eye
full and protruding, and a mouth that could
drink out of & tea-cup. He isin very good
condition ; but I put in my urzee that they
would provide more ample and sweeter bed-
Tha

favourite elephant is a pensioner as well as

ding, which was readily promised,

Mowah.  Even in these gimple incidents, we
see that the mind is influenced by similar
associations. all over the world .

Bhanpoora is a town of five thousand houses,
surronaded. by a wall in good order ; the
inhabitants apparently well contented with
the mild administration of Tantia Jogh, the
present Dewan of Holear's. court; but they
are all alive to the conviction that this trans
quillity is doe to the supecvising power
alone, I was greatly gratified by a visit from
the respectable. comwmunity of Bhaupoora
_merchants, bankers, and actizans, headed by
the Hakim in. person ;5 mor could the inhabi-
tants of may own country, Mewar, evinop '
more kind and courteouns feeling, In fact,
they have not forgotten the old tie ; tnah
‘the Rao of Bhanpoors, though pow holding -
but a small portion of bis iuheritance, was

“(qr,
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one of the chief nobles of Mewar, and even

I was much surprised to find the plain

slill receives the tilac of accession for Amud | strewed with agates and cornelians, of every

from the hands of his ancient lord, though
nearly a' century has elapsed sinca  Holcar
became his soversign de facto: but associations
‘here are all powerful.

Gurrote, December Tth 3 distance, thirteen
miles ; direction, 5.8 E.=1It was delightful
to range over the expansive plains of Malwa,
and not to be reminded at every step by the
exclamation ‘thokur! of the attendant, that
there was some stony impediment ready to
trip one up, the moment one’s vision was
raised above the earth., A singular contrast
was presented between the moral aspect of
these plains and of Harouti, Here, though
the 'seat of perpetual war, still visible in
sterile fields, we observe comfort displayed
in the huts and in the persons of the
peasantry ; there, amidst all the gifts of 4zna-
pirana, the miserable condition of the ryot
provokes one to aek, « whence this differ-
ence ?” The reason is elsewhere explained,

Gurrote is a thriving town of twelve
hundred houses, the chief of a tuppa or sub-
division of Rampoora, whence a deputy
hakim is sentas resident manager. It is
walled in ; but the inhabitants seemed to feel
they had now a better security than walls,
Here there is nothing antique; but Moli,
with its old castle, about midway in this
morning’s journey, might furnish something
for the porte-feuille, especially o fine sculp-
tured Zorun yet standing, and fragments
strewed in every direction. Tradition is
almost mute, and 2l I could learn was, that
it wos the abode of a king, ‘called Satul-
Patnl, whom they carried back to the era
of the Pandus. : Iy

variety of tint and shape, both veined and
plain, semi-transparent and opaque, mmiy
stalactitic, in various degrees of hardness,
still containing the fibre of grass or root,
serving as a nucleus for the concretion.
There are no hills to account for thess

‘products in the black loam of the plains,

unless the Chumbul should have burst his bed
and inundated them. Nor are their any
nullas which ¢ould have carried them down,
or any appearance of caleareous deposit in
the soil, which, when penetrated to any
depth, was found to rest upon blue slate.
Caves 'of Dhoomnar, December 8th ; direcs
tion south 109 west; distarice twelve miles.—
The country reminded us of Mewat, having
the sameé agreeable undulations of surface
and a rich' Woil; which was strewed

‘throughout, a8 yesterday, with agates. As

we approached the object of our wearch, the

caves of Dhoomnar, we crossed a rocky ridge
covered with the dkak jungle, through which

we travelled until we arrived at the mount.

‘We found our camp pitched at the northern

base, near a fine tank of water ; but our
curiosity was too great to think of breakfast

until the mental appetite was satiated.

The hill is between two and three miles in
‘circumference ; to the nerth itis bluff, of
"gradual ascent, and about one hundred and
forty feot in height, the summit presenting
a bold perpendicular scarp, about thirty feet
high. The top is flat, and covered with burs
trees. On the south side it has the form
of a horse-shos, or irregular crescent, the
horus of which are turned to the south,
having the same bold natural rampart
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with caves, of which I counted one ‘hundred
'Jand seventy ; I should rather say that these
were merely the entrances to the temples
and extensive habitations of these ancient
Troglodytes. The rock isa cellular iron-
clay, o indurated and compact as to take a

polish. There are traces of a city, external

as well as internal, but whether they were
cotemporaneous we cannot conjecture, If
we judge frora the remains of a wall abont
nine feet thick, of Cyclopean formation, being
cdmpoeed of large oblong masses without
cement, we might incline to that opinion,
and suppose that the caves were for the
monastic inhabitants, did they mnot afford
proof to the contrary in their exient and
appropriation,

-On reaching the scarp, we wound round
its base uniil we arrived at an opening cut
through it from top to bottom, which proved
to be the entrance to a gallery of about one
hundred yards in length and nearly four in
breadth, terminating in a quadrangular
court, measuring about one hundred feet by
seventy, and about thirty-five feet in
height ; in short, an immense square cavity,
hollowed out of the rock, in the centre of
iyhich, out in like manner out of one single
mass of stone, is the temple of the four-armed
divinity, Chatoor-bhooja. Exclusive of this
gallery, there is a staircase cat in the north-
west angle of the excavation, by which there
is an ascent to the summit of the rock, on g
level with whichis the pinnacle of the temple,
Apparently without any soil, some of the
finest trees I eover saw, chiefly the sacred
peepul, burr, and tamarind, are to be found
here,
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rupning round flts. crest, pierced throughout

The ground-plan of the temple is of the
usual form, having a mindra, munduf, and
portico, to which the well-known term
Pagoda is given, and there is simplicity as
well as solidity both in the design ani execu-
tion, The columns, entablatures, with &
good sliow of ornament, are distinct in their
details ; and there are many statues, hosiday
flowers, not in bad taste, especially the
carved ceilngs. It would be regarded asa
curiosity if found on a plain, and put
together in the ordinary manner; but when
it is considered that all is from one block,
and that the material is so little calculated to
display the artist’s skill, the work is stu-
pendous,

Vishnu, who is here adored as the “ four-
armed,” was placed upon an altar, clad in
robes of his favourite colour (pandu, or yellow
ochre), whence one of his titles, Pandurang.
The principal shrine is smrrounded by the
inferior divinities in the following order ;
First, on entering are the Poleas or ‘Porters,
Ganesa is upon the right, close to whom is
Sarasvati, “ whose throne is on the tongue ;”
and on the left are the twinsons of Kali, the
Bhiroos, distinguished as Kala (black), and
Gora (fair) ; a little in advance of these is a
shrine containing five of the ton Makabedias,
or ministering agents of Kali, each known
by his symbol, or wvakan, as the bull, man,
elephant, buffalo, and peacock. The Maha-
bedias are all evil genii, invoked in Jup,
or incantations against an enmemy, and
phylacteries, containing formulas addressed
to them, are bound round the arms of
warriors'in battle. :

' At the back of the chief temple are three.

shrines ; the central ope containsa statue

L,
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of Narayana, upon his hydra-couch, with
Lakshmi at his feet, Two Dytes, or evil
spirits, appear in conflict close to her; and &
second figure represents ber in & running
postare, looking back, in great alarm,
at the combatants, Smaller fignres about
Narayana represent the heavenly choristers
administering to his repose, playing on
various instruments, the moorali, or flute, the
wvina, or lyre, the muyoora, or tabor, and the
mudhung and that, or cymbals, at the sound
of which a serpent appéars, rearing his crest
with delight. The minor temples, like the
larger one, are also hewn outof the rock;
but the statues they contain are from the
guartz rock of the Pathar, and they, there-
fore, appear incongruous with the other
parts, In fact, from an emblem of Mahadeva,
which rises out of the threshold, and upon
which the ¢ four-armed” Vishnu looks down,
I infer that these temples were originally
dedicated to the creative power.

We proceeded by the steps, cut laterally
in the rock; to the south side, where we
enjoyed, through the opening, an unlimited
range of vision over the plains beyond the
Chumbul, even to Mundisore and Sondwar-
ra. Descending some rude steps, and turn-
ing to the left, we entered a caverny the
roof of which was supported by one of those

singularly-shaped columns, named after the |

sacred mounts of the Jains; and here it
is necossary to mention a ¢urious fact, that
while every thing on one side is Budhist
or Jain, on the other all is Sivite or Vigh-
nuvi, At the enterance to the cave adjoin-
ing this are various colossal figutes, stand-
mg or sitting, tvo characteristic of the
Budhists or Jains to be mistaken ; but on

this, the south side, every thing is ascribed
to the Pandus, and a recumbent figure, ten
feet in length, with his hand wnder his

“head, as if asleep, is termed * the son of

Bheem,” and as the local tradition goes,
“only ene hour old " a circumstance which
called  forth  from my conductor, who
gravely swallowed the tale, the exclama-
tion—* What would he have been if noh
mahing ca balue, ‘a mnine months’ child’ !
The chief group is called the Five Pandus,
who, according to tradition, took up their
abode here during their exile from the
Jumna ; and the other figures are perform-
ing menial offices to the heroes,
Fortunately, I bad my Jain Gara with
me, who gave me more correct notions of
these groups than the local cicerone, All
these figures are representations of the
deified pontiffs of the Jains, and the group
of five are the most celebrated of the
twenty-four, and distinctively called = the
Panch-Teruti, wis. Rishubdeva, the first;
Santnath, the sixteenth ; Nemnath, the
twenty-second ; Parswanath, the twenty-
third ; and Mahavira, the twenty-fourth.
Each has his sacred mount, or place of pil-
grimage (teerut), and each is recognized by
his symbol, viz, the bull, black antelope,
conch-shell, hooded serpent, and tiger; and it
is quite sufficient to find one of these symbols
upon the plinth to ascertain the particular
pontiff to which it belongs. There was also,
in a sitting posture, Chandra Prebhoo,
known by his sign, the crescent. All the
figures are from ten to eleven feet high.
That in a recumbent position, my friend
said was one of the pontiffs, about to
“shuffie off this mortal coil,” preparatory to
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apotheosis. * When such an avent took
.plaoe, the throne of Indra shook, and he
sent & deputation to convey the deceased
through the Kheer Samudra (sea of curds),
to the great tomple of deification, whither
the whole heavenly host advanced to con-
duct him.”?

Next to, and communicating by a passage
with, this hall of the Join pontiffs, is the
most extensive excavation of Dhoomnar,
locally designated as’  Bheem’s Bazaar.”
The extreme length of this excavation is
about a hundred feot, and the breadth
eighty. Although the name of this leadsr
of the Pandus designates overy subdivision
of this cave, yet every thing is Dudhist.
The main apartment is that called Bheem’s
armoury or (reasury, the enterance to which
is through a vestibule, about twenty feet
square, supported by two columns, and
having four lateral semicircular niches, now
empty, bat probably intended for statues:
this opens to the armoury, which is a vault-
ed apartment, about thirty feet by fifteen,
having at the further end a diagope, sup-
porting the roof. These singularly-formed
columns, if we may so term them, are
named after their sncred mounts 3 and this
is called Soomeru, which being sacred to
Adnath, the first pontiff, we may conclude
he was bere adored, An entensive piazza,
full twenty feet wide, ovidently a dhermsala
for the pilgrims, runs round this apartment,
supported by rows of massive square columns,
all cut out of the rock; and again, on the
exterior, are numerous square cells, called the
apartments of the Srawuks, or Jain laity;
in one of which there is a supporting dhagope,
and in another two statues of the twenty-third

——

pontiff, Parswa, A part of the vanlted roof
of Bheem’s treasury as it is ealled, has fallen
in, 80 that the vanlt of heaven is seen throngh
the aperture of the mountain, This is also
attributed to Korea Choor (thief), whose
statue appears on the pinnacle of the temple
of Barolli, indicating the old enemy of the
Pandus, who robbed them of their kin gdom,
Close to the armoury is an apartment called
the Rajloca, or for the ladies ; but here
tradition is at fault, since, with the exception
of K_oonti, the mother, Droopdevi alone
shared the exile of the Pandus,

Still further to the right, or south-west, is
another vaulted and rosf-ribbad apartment,
thirty feet by fourteen, and about sixteen in
central height, supported by another image
of Soomern. The sacred bur, or ﬁg—trée
(fieus religiosa), had taken voot in the very
heart of this cavern, and having expanded
until checked by the roof, it found the line
of least resistance to be the cave’s mouth,

whence it issued horizontally, and is now
a goodly tree overshadowing the cave.
Around this there are many pausidselas, or
halls for the Yatis, or initinted disciples,
who stand in the same upright meditative
posture as the pontiffs, .

Bubrig is impossible, and. the attempt
would be'tedious, to give, by any written
description, an adequate idea of the sub-
terranean town of Dhaomnar. It is an object
however, which will assist in illustrating the
subject ofcave- worship in India; and though
in grandeur these caves cannot compare with
those of Ellora, Carli, or Salsette, yet in
point ' of antiquity they evidently surpass
them. The temple dedicated to the Lirthan~

cars, or deified Jin-eswqrs (loxds of the J aing),

——

G,
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are rude specimens of a rude age, when the
at of sculpbure was ia its very infancy; yet
is there a boldness of delineation, as well as
great originality of design, which distin-
guishes them from every thing else in India.
In vain we hunted for inscriptions;but a few
isolated letters of that ancient and yet un-
deciphered kind, which occurs on every

T —

monument attributed o the Pandus, w’er.&.

here and thero observed.  There were frag-

| ments of sculpture about the base of the

hill, differing both in design and material
from thoso of the mountain. Altegether,
Dhoomnar is highly worthy of a visif, being
one of the most curious spots in this part,
which abounds with curiosities.

CHAPTER XIII

Ronte over the ground of Monson’s retreat.—Battle of Peeply~~Feroism of Umr Sing Hare,
chief of Koelah.— Conduct of general Monson.— Puchpahar —Eunwarra.— Thriving as-
pect of the country~—Jhalra- Patun— Temples~— Commercial immunities of the city.
Judicious measures of the Regeni in establishing this mart.~Public visit of the community.
of Poton~The ancient city.— Legends of its foundation.~Profusion of ancient ruins.
Fling sculpture and architecture of the temples.~—Inscriptions.~ Cross the natural bound-
ary of Harouti and Malwa.—The chaoni of the Kotak Regent.~Chaoni of the Pindarris.
Gagrown.— Naraynpoor.—Mokundarra Pass.— Inseriptions.— Angedotes of the * Lords of

the Pass.” ~—The chaori of Bheem.— Ruins.— Ordinances of the Hara princes.—Return to,
Kotah,— Fiald sporvis.~Author attacked by @ bear.~Ruins of Lkailgurh.

Puchpahar, 10th December —We returned
to Gurrote yesterday, whence we marched
ten miles north-north-east this morning over
memorable ground. It was from Gurrote
that the retreat of Monson commenced, an
event as remarkable in the history of British

India as the vetreat of Xenophon in that of

Greece, The former has not been comme-

morated by the commander, though even the.

pen of Xenophon himsslf could not have

mitigated the reproach which that disastrous

ovent has left upon our military reputation.

Holear was at Pertabgurh, when, hearing

of the advance of the English army, ho made

Q.
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to refresh his horses, and crossing the Chum-~
bul st the Aora ford, he pushed direct on

Gurrote, a distance of nearly fifty miles.

Local report states that Monson, in utter
ignorance of the rapid advance of Holcar,
had that morning recommenced his.march_
for Chandwasso, with what object is un-
known ; but as svon as he learned the
vicinity of the foe, without awaiting him, he
ordered a retrograde movement to gain the
Mokundurra pase, leaving Lucan with the

irregular horse and the Kotah apxiliaries,

chiefly Hara Rajpoots, to secure his retreat.
Holear's army amounted to ten thousand
horse, in four goles, or masses, each acting
separately, That pnder—Khan Bungushcame
on Lucan from the south, while that under

Hurnat Dada, from the directionof Bhanpoor

attacked the Kotah contingent. Lucan de-
fended himself liko & hero and having re-
pelled all their charges, had become the as-

sailant, when hereceived his death-blow from

a hand in his own pdega. My informant,

who was that day opposed to this gallant

soldiery deseribed the scene, pointing ouf

the mowah tree close to which he fell.

The auxiliary band of Kotah was led by
the Hara chief of Koelah; his name Umr
Sing. On receiving the orders of the English
commander, he prepared, in the old Hara

style, to obey them. The position he select-
ed was about a quarter of a mile west of

Liucan, on the north bauk of the Amjar, his
left protected by the village of Peeply, which

stands ona gentle eminence gradually shel-
ving to the stream, the low abrupt bankof

which woyld secnre him from any charge in
front. Here, dismounting from his horse,
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direct o;_f Mundisore, where he balted merely

Umr Sing, surrounded by one thousand men,
“spread hig carpet,” resolved to defend the
passage of the Amjar. His force was chiefly
infantry, who met the enemy with volleys
of matehlocks, and filled the stream with
their bodies ; but just as he was about to
close with them, a ball hit him in the
forehead and another in the right breast.
He. fell, but imwmediately rose again, and
reelining against a sugar-mill-stone, en-
couraged his men to the charge, The calm-

ness of his manner indicated no danger, but it

'was the dying effort of a Hara : poinfing with
his sword to the foe, he fell back and expired.
Four hundred and fifty of his men were
either killed or wounded aronnd their chief,
and ambng the latter, the Polaita chief, the
next in rank to Koelah, and the bukshee, or
paymaster-general of Kotah was made pri-
soner, and foreed to sign a bond for tenlakhs
of rupeesas a ransom, a penslty for siding
with the English.

A humble altar of clay marks the spot
where the brave Hara fell, having a tablet,
or jomjarhy representing as nsual a cavalier
and his steed, armed at all points. I felt
indignation ab the indifference of the Regent,
who had not marked the spot with a more
durgble -monument; but he is no Hara;
though could he entomb the whole tribe, he
would erect & strueture rivalling even that of
Mausoleus. But thisreceives a homage which
might be denied to a more splendid one; for
the villagers of Peeply fail not in their duty
to the manes of Uror Sing, whose lowly altar
is maintained in ropair, The devoted Liucan
hqs not éven 80 frail 3 monument as this;
nor could I learn if the case which enclosed
his gallant spirit had any - rites of sepulture.

L.
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But his memory will be cherished . by the
snhabitants of Peeply, who will point to the
mowah tree as that of “Lucan Saheb ca
Joojark.”

By the sacrifice of these brave men, the
British commander gsmed the Mokundurra
'pass, without seeing even an enemy ; had
he there left only five companies, with suffi-
cient supplies and ammunition, under such
xoen as Sinclair or Nichol, Mokindurra might
have rivalled Thermopyle in renown ; for
such is the peculiarity of the positivn, that
it would have taken a week to turn it, and
that could be done by infantry alone. But
the commander “had no confidence in his
yuen:”* why then did he accept the command ?
Throughout the retreat, the sepahis were
eager for the fight, and exprested their
opinion openly of their leader; and when
this ‘doubting’ commander left {ive compa-
nies to defend the passage of the Bunas,
how did they perform it ? by repelling every
assault, whils a particle of ammunition
lasted. I have often passed this ford, once
with Sindia’s army, and only three years
after the retreat. The gallant stand was
admirably described to me by Zemaun Kban
Rohilla, & brave soldier and no boaster, (and
that day among our foes,) who coolly pointed
to the precise spot where he shot one of our
officers, in the last charge, with his pistol,

He said that the Mahratta infantry would no |

longer return to the charge, and that
Jeswunt Rao was like a mad-man, threw his
turban on the ground and called for volun-
teers amongst the cavalry, by whom al
length Sinclair and his men were cut off.
1t is a lesson by which we ought to profit,
never to place in command of sepahis those

who donot understand, confide in, and respect
‘Puchpanar is a thriving town, the head
of one of the four distriots of which, by the
right of war, we became possessed, and have
transferred from Holear to the Regent: so
far we have discharged the debt of graﬁ-tude.
Eighty villages are attached to Puchpahar,
which, though unever yielding less than half
a lakh of rupees, is capable of raising more
than twice that sum. Thereare two thou-
sand houses in the town, which has an exten-
sive bazaar filled with rich traders and ban-
kers, all of whom came to visit me. The
cornelian continues to strew the grouad
even to this place.

Kunwarra, 11th December ; thirteen mxlaa 3
direction, N.E. by E.—Passed over a fine
rich soil, with promising young crops of
wheat and gram, and plenty of the last erop

(joar) in stacks; a sight not often seen in

these war-trodden plains, and which makes
the name, Kunwarra, or “the land of corn,”
very appropriate. - At the village of Aonla,
four miles south, we crossed the high road
leading from Qojein through the duma to
Hindusthan, the large town of Soneil lying

‘three miles to our right.

Jhalra-patun, 12th Decembers ten miles ;
direction, N,N.E.—The road ‘over the same
fortile soil.—Passed the Chunderbhaga rivu-
let, the source of which is only. two coss
distant, and was shown, within the range,
the isolated hill of Relaitoh, formerly the
retreat of & Bhil community which sentforth

four thonsand bowmen to ravage the plains of

Malwa : these were extirpated by Zalim Sing.
Jhalra-patun is the ereation of the Regent ;

and, as we approached it, his kindnegs pro-

i Q.
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‘cured me the distinction of being met, a
full mile beyond the town, by the chief ma-
‘gistrate, the council, and the most wealthy
jnhabitants : an honour duly appreciated,
‘this being the only town in India possessing
the germs of civil liberty, in the power of
framing their own municipal regulations,
This is the more remarkable, as the imimu-
‘nities 'of their commercial charter 'were
granted by the most despotie ruler of India ;
though the boon was not a concession to
liberty, but an act of policy; it was given
“for value ‘received, or at least expected, and
which has been amply realized. Having
“oxchanged ealutations, and promised a more
extendod courtesy at mytents in the eve-
ning, we took advantage of the town being
" thinuned, and passed in under a general dis-
charge of ordnance from the ramparts. The
city is mearly a square, surrounded by a
substantial wall and bastions, well furnished
with cannon, The ground plawris simple,
being that of the Indian chowpun or cross,
-with two main streetsintersecting each other
" at right angles, and many smaller ones run-
ning parallel to them, The main street is

from south to north. 'We proceeded through

this Burra bazaar, until we reached the point
of intersection, where, upon a broad terrace
stands a temple to Chatoorbhooja, the *four-
armed’ god, at least ninety feet in height.
The marble dome and colonnaded munduf,
and the general proportions of the structure,
attracted my attention; but  having been
recently repaired and coated with white, 1
passed it by, conceiving it to be modern,
and not likely to furnish historical data.
“From thence to the northern gé.te is & range,
.on either side, of houses of a uniform struc-

ture, having a great appearance of comfort ;
and the street, which is nearly a mile long,
terminates with a temple erected by the
Regent to his favourite diviaity, Dwarca-

L.,

nath. The image here enshrined was plough-

ed 'up from the ruins of the ancient city, and
carried to the Regent at Kotah, who, leaving
to the choice of the god the title ander which,
and the site where, he would be worshipped,
his varions names were inscribed and placed
under the pedestal ; the priest drew forth
that of Gopal-ji, and a magnificent shrine
was erected to him upon the bank of one of
thie finest lakes in India, the waters of which,
raised by an artificial dam, could be made to
environ it at pleasure.

In astreet to the north and paralle! to
the first buf as yetincomplete is a hand-
some temple dedicated to the sixteenth Jain
prophet. This also I afterwards discovered
was an antique stracture recently repaired
and one of the hundred and eight temples,
the bells of which sounded in the ancient
city ; whence its name Jhalra-patun, or ‘the

-city of bells’ and not as exroncously stated

hitherto from the tribe of the Regent Jhal-
ra~patun, or ‘city of the Jhala ;’ ignorance
of which fact made me pass over the temples
under the supposition that they were coeval
with its modern foundation. I stopped for
few moments at the mansion of the chief
magistrate Sah Munniram and having ex-
pressed my admiration of all I had seen and
my hope that the prosperity of the city
would redouble under his paternal care in

these days of peace, I made my salaam and .

took ledve. Opposite his house, engraved on
‘a pillar of stone, is the charter of rights of
the city. Its simplicity will excite a smile ;
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but the philosopher may tﬁ;oe in it the first
rudiments ' of that ecommercial greatness
which made the free cities of BEurope the in-
struments of general liberty. Few of these
had their privileges so thoroughly defined
or so serupuloasly observed ; and the motive
which brought the community together was
the surest guarantee against their infringe-
ment. A state of genersl war made them
congregate, and was the origin of these im-
munities which the existing peace and tran-
yuillity will porpetuate, ' Any want of good
faith would be the destruction of Patun.

When the Regent took advantage of the
times /to invite the wealthy of all the sur-
rounding regions to become settlera in this
mew inart, he wisely appedled to the evi-
dence of tacir senses ag the best pledge for
the fvlfilment of his promises, Bimultane-
ougly with the charter, the fortifications

‘were commenced and an adequate garrison

was placed here under g ‘commandant well

‘known and respected.  Ile excavated wells,
repaited the dam of the old lake and either
built yinew or repaired the religious edifices
‘of all ‘sects at the expenso of the ‘state;
and to secure nniformity and solidity in
‘the uiw habitations, he advanced to every
sman ‘vho trequired it half the money meces-
sary  for But  the
‘greatest’ boon of all was his leaving the

their eonstruction.

administration of justice, as well a8 of inter--

nal ipolice, entively in the hands of ' the
sounicipal authorities, who, to their eredit,
resolved that the fines and forfeitures arising
‘thereirom, instead of becoming a bait for
‘avarite and vexatious interference, shounld
be offerings to the shrine of Dwarica-
“ nath. '

Itis pmpﬁr to say 'l:hat the clnef magm-
trate Sah-munniram, who is of the Vishnue
sect, has & coadjutor in ‘Gomani Ram of the
Oswal tribe and Jain faith, and each has his
separate tribunal for the classes he repre=
sents, while the whole form a joint couneil
for thageneral weal. They pull well together,
and each has founded a poora, or suburb
named after their’ childven. Tha  Chokteas
or membezs of this council are selected ac-
cording tothe general sense entertained of
their fitness ; and were the chief magistrates
also the free choice of the inhabitants at
large fthe «city of bells’ would require no
addition to her freedom. Thus, in the shoré
space of twenty years, has been raised a city
of six thousand comfortable dwellings.
with a population of at least twenty-five
thousand souls. But the hereditary principle;
80 powerfol throughout these countries, and
‘which, though it perpetuates many evils, has
likewise been productive of mueh good, and
has preserved these states from annihilation,
will inevitably make the ¢ turban *of magis-
tracy descend from the head of Munniram
or Gomani to their children, under whom, if
they be not imbued with the same diseretion
ag their parents, the stone tablet as well ag
the subsequent privileges of Jhalra-patun
may become a dead letter. The ouly officers
of government residing in the town are the
commandant and the collector of the imposte
-and so jeplous are they of theleastinterference
on his part, that a fine would be inflicted on
any individaal who, by delaying the payment

of the authorized duties, farnished an excuse'

for his interference. ;
Such is an outline of ‘an internal adminiz-
tration, on which I have just had a com-
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‘mentary of the most agroeable deseription :
a public visit from all the wealth and worth
of Patun, First, came the merchanis, the
brokers, the insarers of the Vishnuae persua-
sion, each being introduced with the name
of the firm; then followed the Qewal mer-
chants, in similar form, and both of them I
seared in the order of their introduction and
respectability. After them followed the
trades, the Chokten or deacons, each making
his nuzzur in the name of the whole body.
Then came the artizans, goldsmiths, brazi-
ers, dyers, confectioners, down to the bar-
bers, and town-crier. The agricultural
interest was evidently at a discount in Pa-
tun, and subordinate to the commercial; the
old Mundlooe Patels were,  though last, not
least” in this interesting assemblage. Even
the frail sisterhood paid their devoirs, and,
in their modesty of demeanour, recalled the
passage of Burke applied in contrast toa
neighbouring state,  vice lost ‘halfits de-
formity, by losing all its grossness.” Bah
Munniram himself préaervad order outside,
while to his colleague he left the formalities
of introduction. The goldsmithe’ company
presented, as their nuzur, a small silver
powder-flask, shaped asan alligator, and
eovered with delicate chain work, which 1
shall retain not only as a specimen of the
eraft, butin remembrance of a day full of
unusnal interest. They retired in the same
order as they came, preceded by the town-
band, flags, trumpets, and drams.

Such is Jhalra-Patun. May the demon of
anarchy keep frowm its walls, and the ortho-
dox and heterodox Duumvirs live in amity for
the sake of the general good, nor by their
animosities, increase the resemblance which
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.this. mart bears to the free .citi_és of
Barope.

From all 1 conld learn, justice is dis-
tributed with ag even a hand as in most socie~
ties, but wherever existed the community

‘that snbmitted to restraint, or did not mur+

mur ak the’ fiat of the law ? Jhalra-Patan is
now the grand commercial mart of Upper
Malwa, and has swallowed up all the com-
merce of the central towns between
its own latitude and Indore. Thongh not
even .on the high road, when established,
this difficulty was overcome by the road com-
ing to it. The transit-duties on salt alone
must be considerable, as that of the lakes of
western Rajwarra passes through itin ite
way to the souh-east. « It is not famed, how-
ever, for any staplo article of trade, but
merely as an entrepot.

‘We have said enough of the modern city,
and must now revert to the ancienty; which,
besides its metaphorical appellation of ¢ the

eity of bells,” had the name of Chandravali, |

and the rivalet which flowed theough it, the
Chandrabhage. There is an abundance of
legends, to which we may be ensbled to
apply the test of inscriptions. In some,
Raja Hoon is again brought forward as the
founder of the c¢ity ; though others, with
more probability, assign its foundation. to
the dauglter of Chandrasen, the Pramar
king of Malwa, who was delivered of a son

on this spot while on & pilgrimage. Ano&e;z”

aseribes it to a more humble origin this

either, i.e. to Jussoo, & poor wood.cutier of

the ancient tribe of Or, whe, rgdiurlning
homewards from his daily ogcupation,
d'ru.pp.ed his axe upon the parisvputter, with
the aid of which he transmuted icon to goid,
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and raised “the city of the moon” (Chandre-

vati) » and the lake is still called after him
Jussoo ‘Or ' ca-tallab. ‘The Pandu  Bheem
likewise comes in for his share of ‘the foun-
der'’s fame ; who, with his brethren during
their covenant with the Kaorea, found eon-
cenlment in the forest ; but his fos, fearing
the effect of his devotions, sent his familiar
10 disturb them. The spirit took the form
of & boar, but as he sped past him through
the thicket, Bheem discharged an arrow,
andon the spot where this fell, the Chan-
drabhaga sprung up. ‘Whoever ~was the
founder, I have little. doubt that tradition
has converted Jussoo-verma, the grandson
of Udyadit, the monarch of all Malwa, into
the wood-cutter ; for not only does this
prinee’s name occur in “one of the inserip-
tions found here, but T have discovered it in
almost every ancient city of Central India,
over which his: ancestors had held supreme
power from  the first ‘to the thirteenth
century of Vierama.%

The sites of temples mark the course of
the stream for a considerable distance, the
banks being strewed with ruins. Flights of
steps, forming ghats, veach to the water's
edge, whera muliitndes of gods, goddesses,
gnd demons, are piled, and some of the
more . perfect placed upon sltars of clay,
around which some lazy, well-fed Gosens
loiter, basking in the sun. Understanding
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' On & stone tablet, which T discovered at Boondi, of
the Makshac race, are the names both of Chandrazen and
Juscovexrma, and thoughno date is visible, yei that of
the Jatterjs fixed by another'set of indcriptions, inserted
in the firebi volamg of the Trangactions of the Royal
Asiatio Socitaty at 8, 1161 or AD. 1135; the period
when the old Hindu monarchies Wers breaking up; and
consequently the tarls beginaing to deciyy 1

i

that no umbrage eould be taken if I exported
some of them to Oodipoory I ecarried off
Narayan on his hydra-couch, a Parbutty, a
tri-murti, and a cart-load of the dii minores,
which I found' huddled together under &
burr-tree.  There was a fine statue of
Gancsn, but our efforts to move Wisdom
were ineffectual, and oceasioned not a few
jokes among my Brahmins ; nor must I
pass over a colossal baraha (boar), of which
no artistin Earope need be ashamed.

The powers of Destruction and Reproducs
tion were theso  propitiated among the one
hundred and eight shrines of Chandravati ;
of which only two or three imperfect specis
mens remain to attest the grandeur of pass
days. Every where, the symbolie lingam
wag scattered about, and the munduf of
ono of those still standing I found filled with
representations of the Hindu Hecate and a
host of lesser infermals, the sculpture of
which, though far inferior to that at Barolli
isof a high order compared with aught of
modern times, The attitndes are -especially
well-managed, though there is a want of jusé

proportion. Tiven the anatomical display of

the muscles is attended to; but the dust, oil,
and sindoor (vermilion) of twelve centuries
were upon them, and the place was dark and
damp, which deterred ws from disturbing
them, i f

- Ghassi is now at work upon the qutline of
two of the remaining shrines, and has promiss
ed to give up ten days to the detailz of the
ceilings, the columns, and the rich varied
ornaments, which the pencil alone can repres
gents - One of these shrines, having a part of
the eengar chaort still standing, is amongst
the finest things in Asia, not for magnitude,
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being 40 all appearance merely receptacles for'

the inferior divinities surrounding some grand
temple, but for the sculptured ornaments,
;vhich no artist in Furope could surpass,
Each consists of a simple mindra, or: cella,
about twenty feet square, having a portico
and long open eolonnaded vestibule in front
for the priests and votaries. Every one of
these numerous columns differs in its details
from the others, But the entrance chiefly
excites admiration, being a mass of elaborate
workmanship of a peculiar kind and the
foliageand flowersmay be considered perfect,*
It is deeply to be lamented that no artists
from Europe have made casts from these
masterpieces of sculpture and architecture,
which would farnish many new ideas, and
vescue the land sacred to Bhavani (Minerva)
from the charge of having taught nothing
but deformity : a charge from which it is my
pride to have vindicated her,

‘While I remained with Ghassi, amidst the
ruins, 1 despatched my guru and Brahminsto
make diligent search for inscriptions ; but
many of these, as well as thousands of divini=

ties, the wrecks of ancient Patun, have been’

built wp in the new town or its immense
ericumvallation ; butour efforts were not
altogether unrewarded, - :

The oldest inscription, dated S, 748 ( A.D.
962), bore the name of Raja Doorgangul,
of ‘the bar of the castle’, It is very long,

« The original drawings by Ghassi are deposited at
mny huoksellers, Budd and Oalkin, Fail-Mall, toget}
with'those by Captain Waugh to shew that any devxa-
tion from the originals by the engraversis to the decided
dsterioration of the former. They are on agonsiderably
larger scale than the engravings, and I am anxious thab
the public should thus form a correct estimate of ths
arts a8 they once exigled in Indig, -

and in that ornamanted character peeuliar
| to the Budhists and Jaing throughout these

regions, It contains allusions to the local

traditions of the Pandu Arjoon, and his

encounter with the demon Virodhi under
the form of Baraha, or the boar ; and states
thatfrom the spot where the baraha was
wounded, and on which his blood fell, a
figure sprung, originating from tho wound
(khet), whose offspring in cousequence wag
called Khetrie: “of his line was Crishna
Bhut Khetri, whose son was Takyao. What
did he resemble, who obtainad the fruits of
the whole earth, conquering numerous foos?
He had g son named Kyuk, who was equal
to the divinity which supports the globes
in wisdom he was renowned as Mahadeo : his
name sent to sleep the children of his foe ,

he appeared as an avatar of Boodh, and like -

the occan, which expands when the rays of
the full moon fall upon it, even so does the
sea of our knowledge increase when he
looks upon it : and his verses are filled with
ambrosia (amrita). From Cheyt to Cheyt,
sacrifiee never ceased burning ; Indra went
without offspring.% = The contributions from
tho land were raised with justice, whilst his
virtues overshadowed the three worlds,
The light which shines from the tusks of his
foe’s elephant had daparted ; and the hand
which struck him on the bead, to urge him
on, emitted no sound. Where was the land
that felt not his influence ? Such was Sri
Kyuk! when he visited foreign lands, Jjoy
departed from the wives of his foe 3 may all
his resolves bo accomplished !

* The allusion to this affords another instance of tha
pmsmpptxon of the priests, who compelled the gods to

altend the sacrificial rites, and hence Indra coold not /

vigit his consort Indrani,

rmnson’m NARRATIVE. - 039 @L
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“S. 748 (AD. 692), on the fall moon of

Jeyt, this inscription was placed in the
mindra, by (oopta, the grandson of Bhat
Ganeswar, Lordof the Lords of werse of
Moondal, and eon of Hur-goopta: this
swriting was composed, in the presence of Bri
Doorgangul Raja, to whom, salutation ! that
forehead alone ig fair which bows to the
gods, to a tutor, and to woman! Engraved
by Oluk the stone-cutter.

On this surious inecription we may bestow
a few remarks. It appears to me that the
wild legion of the creation of this Khetri,
from the bluod of Baraha, represented as a
danoo, or demon in disgnise, i another
fiction to veil the admission of some northern
race into the gréat Hindu family. The name
of Baraha, as an ancient Indo-Seythic tribe,
is fortunately abundantly preserved in the
annals of Jessulmer, which state, at the
garly peridds of the Yadu-Bhatti history,
opposed. their entrance info India : while
both Takshae (or Tak) and Byuk are names
of Tatar origin, the former signifying ‘the
snake, the latter ‘the heavens,’ The whole
of this region besrs evidence of a race
whose religion was ophite, who bore the
epithet of Takshac as the name of the tribe,
and whose inscriptions in this same nail-
headed character are found all over central
and westorn India. If we combine this with
all that we have already said regarding Raja
Hoon of Bhadraoti, and Ungutsi the Hun,
who served the Rana of Cheetore at this

precise poriod,® when an irraption is recorded

from ceutral Asias, we are forced to' the
conclusion, that this inscription (besides
many others), is a memorial of a Scythic

* See Vol, I, p. 190,

or Tatar prince, who, as well as the Geta

prince of Salpoor,x was grnﬂ.ed up-:m Hmdn
atock. ;

The mscrrp{.mn next in pomt of antuquity
was from the Jain temple in the modern town.
1t was dated the 8d of Jeyt, §. 1103 (A.D.
1047), but recorded only the mame of a
yisitor to the shrine.

Near the dam of the Or-sagur, thers was
a vast number of funeral memorials, termed
nisea, of the Jain priesthood. One is dated
“the 3d of Magh, S. 1066 (A.D. 1010), on
which day Srimunt Deo, Chela or disciple,
of Acharya Srimana Dewa, left this world.”
The bust of the acharya, or doctor,is in a
studious posture, the book laying open upon
the thooni or eross, which forms a reading-
desk, often the only sign on the niseq to
mark a Jain place of sepulture.

The adjoining one contained the name of
Devindra Acharya ; the date S. 1180.

Another was of “Komar-deo, the pnndei
or priest of the race of Koomad Chandra
Acharya, who finished his career on Thurs-
day (goorbard) the Mool nokshitra of 8.1289.”

There were rany others, but as, like these,
they contained no historical date, they were
not transeribed.

Naraynpoor, 13tk December, eleven miles.—
Marched at daybreak, and about a coss north
of the city ascended the natural boundary of

" Harouti and Malwa ; at the point of ascent

was Gondore, formerly in the appanage of
the Ghatti-Rao (lord of the pass), one of the
legendary heroes of past days; and half &
coss further was the point of descent into
the Antri, or ‘valley,” through which our

* Bee inscription, Vol X, p, 628,
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.'_i.:'.'dprrae.”:laj' due morth. In front, to the
'hb_i"_ﬁh'-vieat, Gagrown, on tho opposite range,
was just visible through the gloom ; while
the yet more ancient Mhovw, the first eapital
of the Kheechies, was pointed out five coss
to tha eastward. I folt most anxious to visit
this city, celebrated in the traditions of
Qentral India, and containing in itself and
all around much that was worthy of notice.
But time pressed ; so we continued our route
over the path trodden by the army of Alla-
o—dm when he hesieged Achildag in Gragrown,
The valley was fall three miles wide, the
soil fertile, and the scenery highly pictures-
que. The forest on each side echoed with
the screams of the peacock, the calls of the
partridge, and the note of the jungle-cock,
who was crowing his matins as the sun glad-
dened his refreat. It was this antri, or
valley, that the Regent selected for his
ehaont, or ‘fixed camp,” where he has resided
for the last thirty years. It had at length
atigined the importance of a town, having
spacious streets and well-built houses, and
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the materials for a circamvallation were
rapidly sccumulating : but there is little
chanoe of his living to see it finished, The
site is admirably chosen, upon the banks of
the Amjar, and midway betwaen the castle
of Gagrown and Jhalrapatun. 'A short
distance to the west of the Regent’s camp,
i8 the Pindarri-ca-chaoni, where the sons of
Kureem Khan, the chief leader of those
horses, resided ; for in these days of strife,
the old Regent would have allied himself
with Satan, if he had led a horde of plun- !
derers. I was greatly amused to see in this
eamp, also assuming a permanent shape, the
commencement of an eedga, or ¢place of
prayer;’ for the villains, while they robbed
and murdered even defenceless woman, prayed
Sfive times a day !

Wo crossed the confluent streams of the
Aou and Amjar, which, flowing through the
plainsof Malwa, have forced their way through
the exterior chain intothe antri of Gagrown,
pass under its western face, dividing it
from the town, and then join the Caly Sinde,

_Jk«(m ~Patun :
Luine of € Tandra Mngu

L‘-‘-'!-i—i—-
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Until you approach close tv Gagrown,
its town and castle appesr united, and
present a bold and striking object ; .and
it is’ only on mounting the ridge that: one
perceives the strength of « this position, the
rock being scarped by the action of the
waters - to an immense height. The ascent
to the summit of the ridge was so gradual
that our surprise was complete, when, casting
our eye north, we saw the Caly Sinde sweep-
ing along the nerthern face of both fort
and town, whence it turns due north, plough-
ing its serpentine passage; at a depth of
full twa hundred feet below the level of the
valley, through three distinet ranges, each
chasm ‘or opening appearing in this beld
perspective like a huge portal, whence the
river gains the yielding plains of Harouti
As we passed under the town, we were salut-
ed by a discharge from 31l the ordnance ou
its ramparts, and the governor, who had
advanced to meet us at the espress desire
'of his master, invited us' in ; but though
strongly pressed, dnd equally desirous to
see a place of .such celebrity, I would not
make myself acquainted with the secrets of
this chief  stronghold of the Regent, On
whichever side an enemy might approach it,
he would have to take the bull by the horns.
1t was only by polluting the waters with the
blood of the eacred kine, that Alla, ‘the san-
guinary’ (khooni), ook it about five centuries
ago from the valiant Kheechie, Achildas, an
accotint’ of whose family would be here out
of place, Independont of ancient associations,
there js a wild grandeur about Gagrown,
which makes it well worthy of a visit, and
the views from the north must be 'still finer
thaw from the point whence we behield it.’

We passed over the ridge at the extremity
of the town, and descended iuto another
antréy up which we journeyed nearly duewest
until we reached our- camp at Naraynpoor.
The valley was from: fourto six hundred
yards in breadth, and in the highest state of
cultivation ; to preserve which, and at the
same time to secure the game, the Regent,
at an immense expense, has cut deep trenchi-
es at the skirt of the hills on each side,
over which neither deermor hog ean pass,
while the forests that crown the hills to their
summit are almoat impervious oven to wild
beasts:. We passed various small canton-
ments, where the Regent could collect the
best part of his army, some even on the
sommit of the ridge. - At all of these are
wells, and reservoirs termed po, e

Mokundurra, Desember 14th, ten miles.—

At daybreak, commenced our march up the

valley, and midway between Naraynpoor
and the durrva, resched the ruined castle of
Ghatti, so called from ite being erectedion
the summit of the ridge commanding an
outlet of the valley, Partly from the
gradual ascent of the valley, and from the
depression  of the ridge, we formed rather a
mean opinion of the pass (ghatti) ; but thig
fecling was soon lost when we attained the
crest, and found ourselves on a searped rock
of some hundred feet'in elevation, comman-
ding a view over all the plaing of Malwa,
while at our feet was & continuation of the
antri of the Amjar, which we observed glid-
ing through the deep woods the Regent has
allowed to remain at the entrances of these
valleys, ifhatsy

Tradition’is eloquent on the deeds of the
“ Lords of the Pass) both of the Kheechia
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“and Hara, and they point out the impression
of Mehraj Kheechie's charger, as he sprang
upon the Islamite invaders..  There are many
cenotaphs to the memory of the slain, and
several small shrines to Siva and his consort,
in oneé of which I found an inscription not

enly recording the name of Mehraj, but the

curious fact that four generations were pre-
sent at the consecration of one to Siva. It
ran thus: “In 8. 1657 and Saca 1522, in
that particular - year called Somya, the sun
in the south, the season of cold, in the
happy month Asoj, the dark half thereof, on
Suhday,a,u_d'the thirty-sixth gurrie ; in such
a happy -moment, the Kheechic of Chohan
race, Mabaraj Sri Rawnt Nursing-deo, and
hig son Sri Rawat Mehraj, and &is son Sri
Chundersen, and Aés son Kalian-das, erected
this eeo-ali (house of Siva): may they be
fortunate | Written by. Jey Serman, and
engraved by Kumnma, in the presence of the
priest Kistna, the son of Mohes.”

We shall pass over the endless tales of the
many herecs who fell-in its defence, to the
last of any note—Goman Sing, a descendant
of Sawunt Hara. Theanecdote Lam about to
insert relates to the time when Rao Doorjun
Sal was prince of Kotah, and the post of
Foujdar was held by a Rahtore Rajpoot, Jey
Sing of Gagorni. Through the i_nﬁuenae of
this foujdar, Goman was deprived of the
honour of defending the pass, and his estaté
sequestrated. He was proceeding homeward
with a heavy hesrt from the presence of his
sovereign, when he met the foujdar with his
train. It wasdark, and a torch-hearer preced-
od him, whom Gomsn dashed to the earth,
and with hisironlance transfixed the Rahtore
to bis palki. Making for the gate, he said it

uvatil his refurn, As soon asthe gained his
estate, he proceeded with his family and
effects to Oodipoor, and found simne with the
Rana, who gave him an estate for the support
of himself and his followers, © There he re-

‘mained undl Kotah was besiegad by Raja

Esuri Sing of Jeipoor, when he obtained the
Rana’s leave to fly to its defence. Passing
over the Pathar, ho made for  Kotah, but it
was invested on everyside. Determined to
reach it or perish, he ordered. his makerra to
beat, and advancsd through the heart of the
enemy’s eamp. The Jeipoor prince asked
who had the audacity to beat close to his
quarters, and being told “the Rawaut of the
pass, from Qodipoor,” he expressed a wish to
gee the man, of whom he had heard his father
say, be had, unarmed, slain a tiger.  The
Hara obeyed the summons, but woald only
enter the Presence in the midst of his band,
He was courteously received and offered
large estates in Jeipoor ; the Raja remark-
ing, that Goman Sing was only going to
his doom, since * in the space of eating a
pan, he (Esuri Sing) would be master of
Kotah. ” Losing all patience, Goman ssid,
“take my salaam and my defiance, Maharaj ;
the heads of twenty thousand Haras are with
Kotah.”. He was permitted to pass the
batteries unmolested, and on reaching the
river, he called aloud, “the Ghatta Rawut
wants a boat”, to conduct him to his sover-
eign; whom he found geated hehind the walls
encouraging the defence. At that very
moment, a report was brought that a breach
was nearly effected ata particular point ;
and ssarcely had the prince applauded. hig
swamdherma, than, making his bow, Gomany
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marched his followers to the ‘breach, and
 there planted his lance”. Such were the
Haras of past days ; but the descendants of
the * Rawut of the Pass’ are now in penury,
deprived of their lands, and hard pressed to
find a livelihood.

We continued our march from this Pass,
often moistened with Rajpoot blood, and
veached the Durra, outeide of which we
found the old Regent encamped, and whence
we issued on our tour just thiree weeks ago.
It was by mere accident that, some distance
up the valley, (a continuation of that we had
just quitted,) we heard of some ruins, termed
the “Chaori of Bheem,” one of the most strik-
ing remaing of art Thad yet met with. Tt
is the fragment only of a quadrangular pile,
of which little now remains, the materials
having been used by one of the Kotah
princes, in erecting a small palace to a Bhilni
concubine. « The columns possess great origi-
nality, and appear to be the connecting link
of Hindu and Egyptian architecture. Not
far from the Chaori, where, according to
local traditions, the Pandu Bheem celebrated
his nuptials, are two columns, standing
without relation toany other edifice ; but in
the lapse of ages the fragments appertaining
to them have been covered with earth or
jungle. At every step we found jogjarhs, or
funeral stones; and as this “Pass of
Moknnd” must, as the chief outlet between
the Dekhan and northern India, have been
a celebratod spot, it is not unlikely that
in remote zges somo city was built within
its matural ramparts. ‘Throughout -this
town, we found many traces of the bene-
ficent but simple logislation of the Hara
princes; and when the Regent set up Lis

he had abundant formulas to appeal’ te.
We have alréady alladed to this cireams-
tance in the sketch of his biography, and
we may bere insert & free translation of
the ordinance we found engraved in the
Passy, and which is recorded throughout
Harouti. :

“ Maharaj Maharao-ji' Kishore Sing, or>
daining ! To all the merchants (mahajins),
traders, cultivators, and every tribe in-
habiting Mokundurra. At this time, be full
of confidence ; trade, traffic, exchange;
borrow, lend, cultivato, and be prosperons ;
for all dind (contribution)is abolished by the
Durbar. Crimes will be punished according
to their magnitude. All officers of trust,
Patels, Patwartig, Sasurris (night-guards),
and mootsuddies (scribes), will be rewarded
for good services, and for evil. None of
them shall be guilty of exactions from mer-+
chants or others : thig is 2 law sworn to by
all that iz eacred to Hindu or Mooslem.
Ordained from the royal mouth, and by
command of Nanah-ji (grandsire) Zalim
Sing, and uncle Madhu Sing. Asoj the 10th
Monday 8. 1877 (A. D. 1821).”

Having halted a fow days, we'returned
to Kotah by the towns of Puchpahar and
Anundpoor ; both large and thriving; situ-
ated upon the baunks of fine pieces of water.

Madhu  Sing, at the head of a splendid

eavaleade, with six field pieces, advanced a
couple of miles to conduct me fo my old
residence, the garden-house, east of the town.
During  the six weeks that we remained
here to watch the result of the measures elee-
where deseribed, we endeavoured to. find
amusements in various ways, to divert ue

q

pillar, prohibiting chiefly his own violende,
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B4h

from brooding wpon the cholera which was
raging around us, This season attracts
flocks of wild-geese to prey upen the young
‘corn, and we had the double pleasure of
shooting and eating them. Oeccasionally,
we had a shot at a deer, or hunted them
down with the Regent’s cheeias (hunting-
leopards) ; or with the dogs randown jackalls,
foxes, or harves. There was a rumna for
wild-hogs about 5 miles from our abode,
and a delightful summer refreat in the
‘midst of a fine sheet of water.  The animals
were 8o tame, from the custom of
feeding them, that it was almost uneporte-
,manlike to shoot at them. On one occasion,
the Maharao prepared an excursion upon
the water, in which I was not well enough
to join. . Numerous shekarris, ox ¢ hunters’
proceeded up either bank to rouse the bears

‘or tigers that find cover there, when the party
from the boats shot at them as they passed.’

Partly for the purpose of enjoying this sport,
and partly to see the fortresy of Ekailgurh,
six ‘miles south of the city, we afterwards
made another excursion, which thengh not
nnattended by danger, afforded a good deal
of merriment. The river here is confined
by perpendicular rocks, full three hundred
feet in height ; and smidst the debri, these
wild animals find shelter. As the side on
which we were did not promise much sport,
we determined to cross the stream, and find-
ing a quaniity of timber syited to the purpose
we seb to work to gongtruct a xait ; but had
only pushed & few pacss from the shore when
we begante sink, sad were compelled to
wakea Jonas of the doctor, though we
afterwards sent the vessel back for bim, and
in dug tima landed all our party and appen-

162

dages. Being furnished with huntsmen by
the Regent, who knew the lairs of the ani-
mals, we despatched them up the stream,
taking post ourselves behind some masses of
rock in the only path by which they could
advance. We had been seated about half an
hour, when the shouts of the hunters were
heard, and soon a huge bear, his muzzle grey
from vgo, came slowly trotting np the path-
way. Being unable to repress the mirth of
Captain Waugh and the doctor, who were
conning over the events of the morning, just
before he came in sight, I had quitted them,
and was trying to gain a point of gecurity a
little remote from them ; but before I could
attain it, they had both firod and missed,
and Bruin came at afull gallop towards
me, When within ten paces, I fired and hit
him in the flank; he fell, but almost ing-
‘tantly recovered, and eha;'grad me open~
mouthed, when one of my domestics boldly
attack him with a hog-spear and saved
me from a hug. Between the spear and the
shot, he went floundering off, and wag lost
in the erevices of the reck. On our return,
we passed the day amidst the xuins of
Ekailgurh, an enormous pile of sfones with-
out cement ; in all probabilify, a fortress of
some of the aboriginal Bhils. - Both crests
of the ‘mountain are covered with jungle,
affording abundant sport fo the princes of
. Kotah, There is a spot of some celebrity &
few coss to the soyth of thig, called Glypur-
L‘Eﬁhadeo, where there is a caseade from a
siream that falls into the Chumbul, whose
hanks are, gaid to be ‘here upwards of &ix
hupdred featin height.. There are few more
remarkable spotsin India than the course
of the river from Kotah to Bhyasror, wheve
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both the naturahat‘. and the pa.mter m:ght
find ample employment.

I gent scouts in all directions to seal; for
inscriptions ; some of which are in an un-

PERSONAT: MRRMWE.

known charaoter One of t.he moat. mterest-'
ing, brought from Kunswah, of a Jit prince,
has been given in the ﬁrst volumeof this -
work,

CHAPTER XIV,

Visit to Mynal.—Definition of the servile condition termed bussie.—Bijolli,~Inseriptions) ;
Ancient Listory of Bijolle—Evidence that the Chohans wirested the t)'mme of Delki from the:

Tuinse=Jain temples—Inscriptions. Sivite temples.—

-Prodigious extent of ruins.—~The

Bijolli ehigf —His daughter a Sati.—Myral, or Mahanal.~—IHs pioturesque site,~Records
of Pirthiregy the Chohan—Inscriptions.—Synchronism in an enigmatical date.~—Mareh to
Beygoo.~ Bumaoda, the castle of Aloo Hara.—Legend of that ckief.~Imprecation of the
virgin Sati.—Recollections of the Haras still essociated with their ancient traditions.—

Quit Bumaode, and arrive at Beygoo.

In February, I recommenced my march
for Oodipoor, and having halted a few days
at Boondi, and found all there as my heart

.could wish, I resumed the march across
the Pathar, determined to put into execu~
tion my wish of visiting Mynal. About ten
wmiles north, on this side of it, I halted at
Bijolli; one of the principal fiefs of Mewar,
held by a chief of the Pramar tribe, with
the title of Rao. ' This family, originally
Raos Jugnair, near Biana, came into
Mewar in the time of the great Umr Sing,

-

with all his dussie, npwards of two centuries
ago ; the Rana having married the daughter
of Rao Asoca, to whom he assigned an
estate worth five lakhs annually. I have
elsewhere explained the meaning of 2 termx -
which embrages bondage amongst its syno-
nyms, though it is the highest species of

slavery. Bussie, or properly vasi, means ¥
6 gettler,” an

“inhabitant,! from was, fa&
habitation,” and vasna, ‘to inbabit, but it.

‘does not distinguish between free settlors

and compulsory labourers; but whercsoever
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the phrase is used in Rajwarra, it may be
assumed to imply the latter. Still, strange
to say, the condition includes none of the
accessories of slavery : there is no task-duty
of any kind, nor is the individual accountable
for his labour to any one : he pays the usual
taxes, and the only tie upon him appears to
bo that of a compnlsory residence in his
vas, and the epithet, which is in itself a fetter
upon the mind of the vasi of Bijolli. *

Bijolli ( Vijyavalli) stands amidst the ruins
with which this oopermal, or highland, is
crowded. From the numerous inscriptions
we here found, we have to choose, for its
ancient name, between Ahaichpoor and
Morakuro ; the latter is still applied, though
the former appears only on the recording
‘gtone. This western frontier teems with
traditions of the Chohang, and seems to have
been a dependency of Ajmer, as these ins-
eriptions contain many celebrated names
of that dynosty, as Beesildeo, Someswar,
Pirthiraj ; and chiefly record the martial
virtues and piety of Irno-Raj of Morakuro,
and his offspring, Bahir-Raj and Koontpal,
who appear contemporary with their para-
mount prince and relative, Pirthiraj, king
of Delhi and Ajmer.

One inscription records the actions of
the dynasty of Choeetore, and they are so
intermingled as to render it almost im-
possible to separate the Gehlotes from the
Chohans, It begins with an invocation fo
¢ Sacambhari Jinunic Mats, the mother of
births, guardian of the races (Secum), and
of mighty castles (doorga), hills, and ruins,
the Protectress” Having mentioued the
names of nine Chohans (of Vach-gotra), it
flies off to Srimad Bappa-Raj, Vindbya

Nirpati, or, ‘ Bappa, sovereign of Vindhya
Hills,’ the founder of the Ranas of Mewar ;'
but the names that follow do not belong
to his dynasty, which leads me to imagine
that the Chohans of Oopermal were vaseals
of Cheetore at that early period. Since
antiquarian disquisitions, however, would be
out of place here, we shall only give the
concluding portion. Itis of Koontpal, the
grandson of Trno-Raj," “who destroyed
Jawulapoor, and the fame of whose exploit
at the capture of Delhi is engraved on the
gate of Balabhi. His elder brother’s son
was Pirthiraj, who assumed a purb of gold,
which he gave in charity, and built in
Morakuro a temple to Parswanath, Having
obtained the regal dignity, through Somes-
war, he was thence called Someswar, for the
sake of whose soul this mindra was ereeted,
and the village of Rewaua on the Rewa,
bestowad for its support.—S3. 1226 (A. D.
1170).° This appears completely to set at
rest the question whether the Chohans
wrested by force the throne of Delhi from
the Tuars; and it is singnlar, that from the
most remote part of the dominions of this
illustrious line, we should have a confirma~
tion of the fact asserted by their great bard
Chund. The inscriptions at Asi (Hauvsi),
and on the column of Delhi, were all
written about the same period as this. But
the appeal made to « the gate of Balabhi,”
the ancient capital of the Gehlotes in
Saurashtra, is the most singular part of it,
and will only ‘admit of one construction,
namely, that when Pirthiraj revenged the
death of 'his father, Someswar, who was
slain in battle by the prince of Saurashtra
and Guzzerat, Koontpal must have availed

« QL
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himself of that opportunity fo appropmte' T

the share he had in the capture of Delhi.
Chund informs us be made a conquest of
the whole of Gruzzerat from Bhola Bheem.

We haye also two other not unimportant
pieces of information : first, that Morakure
was an ancient name of Bijolli ; and next,
that the Chohan prince was a disciple of
the Jains, which, according to Chund, was
not uncommon, as he tells us that he banish-
od his son Sarungdeo from Ajmer, for at-
taching himself to the doctrines of the
Budhists,

Moraokuro, abont half a mile east of
Bijolli, is now in ruins ; but there are re-
mains of a kofe, or castle, a-palace called the
No-choki, and no less than five temples to
Parswanath, the twenty-third of the Jain
pontiffs, all of considerable magnitude and
elaborate architectural details, though not
to be compared with Barolli. 'Inded, it is
every wheve apparent, that there is nothing
elagsical in design or execution in the archi-
tectire of India pasterior to the eleventh
gentury, One of my scribes, who has a
talent for design, is delineating with his
reed {culm) thess stupendeus piles, while my
old Jain guwru is hard at work copylng what
is not the least curious part of the angiqui~
ties of Bijolli, two inseriptiong cut in the
rook ; one of the Chohan race, the other of
the Sankh Puran, appertaining to his own
ereed, the Jain, Tt is fifteen feot long by
five in breadth, and has 'ﬁfty«two lines.*

® 1 have never had time to learn the purport of this
inscription, but hold it, togethcr with a host of others
at the service of those who desire to expound them,
For myself, without my old guru, 1 amlike = ship
without helm or comipiss (a8 -Chund would gay) “in
plonghing the ocean of (Sanscxit) rhyme”

T

I feeﬁ siif' 1&61193 by' t’hzea
foet six, and contains thuﬂry-rone lines : 8o
that the old gentloman' has ampla oceupa-
tion. A stream runs amidst the ruins,
called the Mandagni (five-extinguishing) 3
and there is a coond, oy fountain, close to
the temples of ?arswa, with the remains of
two noblo reservoirs. All these relics in-
dicate that the Jains were of the D? 7umb¢r

gect. The genealogy is within tha kete or

precinets of the old castle.

There are likewise three temples dedicated
to Sivay of still greater magnitude, nearer
to the town, bub without inscriplions;
though one in an adjoining coond, called the .
Rewalti, records the piety of the Gohil chief
Rahil, who had bestowed “a patch of land
in the Antri,” defining minutely its lumts,
and inviting other (not meﬂactually, as ii
proved by other bequests), in the preamble
to his gift, to follow his example by the de«
clavation that “whoever bathes in' the
Rewati fountain will be beloved by her lord,
and have a numerous progeny.”™

The modern castle of Bijolli is construct-
ed entively out of the ruins of the old
shrines of Morakuro, and gods and demons
aro huddled promiscuously together. This
is very common, as we have repeatedly
noticed ; por can any thing better evince
that the Hindu sttachesno abstrach virtue

| to the material object or idol, but regard

it merely as a type of some power or
quality which he wishes to propitiate. On
the desecration of the receptacle, the idol
becomes aga.m, in his estimation, a2 mere
stone, and is used as such without" scruple,
All around, for several miles, are seen the

| w_paoks of past --dsys._ At Dorowlee, about
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'f_our:. miles south, is an inscription dated
S. 900 (A. D. 844), but it is upimportant ;
and again, at Telsoosh, two miles farther
south, are four mundirs, & coond, and a torun,

or triumphal arch, but no inseription, At

Jarowla, sboui six miles distant, there are
no loss than seven mundirs and a coond-—ga
mere heap of ruins, At Ambaghati, one
of the passes of descent from. the table-land
into the plain, there are the remains of an
apcient caatle and a'shri-ne. and I have the
namelal of four or five other places, all within
fivo miles of Bijolli, each having two and
three temples in ruins. Tradition does nok
name the destroyer, but as if evidently
was not Time, we may, without hesitation,
divide the opprobrium between those great
iconoclasts, the Gthori king Alla, and the
Mogul Arungzeb, the first of whom is never
named without the addition of Zkhoont, *the
sanguinary, whilst the other is known as
Kal-jumum, the demon-foe of Crishna.

The Bijollia chief is greatly reduced,
though his estates, if ocultivated, would
yield fifty thousand rupees annually ; but
he cannot create raore vasi, unless he conld
animate the prostrate forms which lie scat~
tered around him. It was his daughter
who was married to prince Umra, and
who, though only seventeen, withstood all
solicitation to save her from the pyre on
his demise.® I made wuse of the strongest
arguments, throngh her uncle, then at
Oodipoor, promising to nse my influence to
increase his estate, and doubtless his poverty
reinforced his inglination; but all was
in vain--she determmed “to expiate the

% Bee Transactions Boyal Asistic Bogiety, Vel. £
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sins of her lord.” Having remained two or
three days, we continued our journey im
quest of the antique and the picturesque,
and found both at

Mynal, February 21st.—It is fortunate
that the pencil can here pourtray what
transcends the power of the pen ; to it we
shall, therefore, leave the architectural
wonders of Mahanal, and suceinctly describe
its site. It iz difficult o couceive what
could have induced the princely races of
Cheetore or Ajmer to select such a spot as
an appanage for the cadets of their families,
vrhmh in summer must be a furnace,
owing te the reflexion of the sun's rays
from the rock: trad:tmn, indeed, asserfs
that it is to the love of the sublime alene we
are indebted for these singnlar structures.
The name is derived from the position
Makha-nal, * the great chasm,’ or cleft in the
western face of the Pathar, prasenting an
abyss of about four hundred foet in depth,
aver which, at a sharp re-entering angle,
falls a cascade, and though now but a rill, -
it must be a magnificent object in the
rainy seasqn. Within this dell it would be
death to enter gloomy as Erebns, crowded
with majestic foliaga entangled by the
twuted boughs of the amervela, and affording
cover to all description of the inhabitants,
quadruped and feathered, of the forest. On
the very biink of the precipice, over-
hanging the abyss, is the group of mized
temples and dwellings, which hear the
nsme of Pirthiraj ; while those on the
opposite side are distinguished by that of
Samarsi of Cheetore, the brother-in-law
of the Chohan emperor of Delhi and Ajmer,
whose wife, Pirtha-Bae, hag been immors
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brother. Here, the grand cleft between
them, these two last bulwarks of the Raj-
poot races were accustomed fo meet with
their families, and pass days of affectionate
intercourse, in which no doubt the political
condition of India was a prominent topic

of disensgion. If we may believe, and we
have no reason to distrust, the testimony
of Chund, had Pirthiraj listened to the
counsel of the Ulysses of the Hindus,
(in which light Samarsi was regarded by
friend and foe), the Islamite never would
have been lord of Hindustan, DBut the
indomifable courage and enthusiastic enter-
prize of Pirthiraj sunk them all ; and when
neither 'wisdom mnor wvalour could save
him from destruction, the heroic prince
of Cheetore was foremost to court it.
Both fell on the banks of the Caggar, amidst
heroes of every trite in Rajpootana. It
was indeed to them, as the bard justly terms
ity pralaya, the day of wuniversal doom ;
and the last field maintained for their
national independence. To me, who have
pored over their poetic legends, and im-
bibed all those sympathies which none ean
avoid who study the Rajpoot character,
there was
solemn ruins of Mynal, It was a seasonm,
tuo, when every thing conspired to nou-
rish this feeling ; the very trees which
were crowded about these relics of departed
glory, appearing by their leafless boughs
and lugubrious aspect fo join in the uni-
versal mourning.

We found many inseriptions at Mahanal,
and of one I'shall here insert a free’ trans.
lation, as it may be applied hereafter to the

correction of the chronology of the Haras,
of which race it contains a memorial.

“By Asapurana® [the fulfiller of our
desires] the cula-devit [tutelary goddess] of
the race, by whose favour hidden treasures
are revealed, and through whose power many
Chohan kings have ruled the earth, of which
race was Bhaonrdhin,d who in the field
of strife attained the desires of vietory. Of
his race was the tribe of Hara, of which
was Koolun,§ of illustrious and pure descent
in'both races ; whose fame was fair as the
rays of the moon. From him was Jypal, |
who obtained the fruits of the good works
of his former existence in the present garb
of royalty ; “and whose subjects prayed they
might never know another sovereign. From
him 'was Deva-raj,¥ the lord of the land,
who gave whatever was desired, and whose
wish was to render mankind happy. He
delighted in the dance and the ‘song. His
son was Jur-raj,*® whose frame was a piece
of fire 5 who, in the field of battle, con-
quered renown from the princes of the land
[bhom~eswar], and dragged the spoils of
vietory from their pinnacled abodes.

a melanchely charm in the

®  Asais literally, “ Hope,!

¥ Goddess of the race, pronouneed eool.

I ¢The wealth of thie beo ;' éuch are the metaphori-
cal appellations amongst the Rajpoots,

§ This is the prince who crawled to EKedamath® (see
p. 308), and son of Bainsi the emigrant prince from
Asger, whois perhaps here designated, as ‘the wealth
of the'bee! This wasin 8. 18563, or A. D, 1297.

| Jypal (¢ fosterer of wictory’) must be the prince
familiarly ealled * Bango’ in the annals (p. 897), and
uot the grandson but the son of Koolun—there said to
have taken Mynal or Mahanal.

9 Dewais the son of Bango (p. 307), and founder of.
Boondi, in &, 1398, or A. D. 1342,

@#» Hur-raj, elder son of Dewa, became lord of
Bumaoda, by the abdication of hig father, who thence-
forth resided at his conquest at Boondi—See note, p. 400,



